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Education is an essen-
tial building block to the 
economy of a country. 
it is the element that 

grows, nurtures and matures the 
younger generation of a society.

canadian international 
School of Phnom Penh (ciS) 
is one leader in providing 
holistic education to students 
in cambodia. Furthermore, ciS 
has a good balance of quality 
hardware and software; the 
hardware being the facili-
ties, equipment and teaching 
materials, whereas the software 
comprises of the brains behind 
the school (management team), 
front line educators (teachers), 
who are fully dedicated to their 
profession and the vision of 
the school.

ciS is in the midst of build-
ing new state-of-the-art educa-
tional facilities in order to pre-
pare for the high school years 
that middle school students will 
soon be stepping into. 

on the software (curriculum) 
for future high school students, 
ciS is a candidate school for 
the international Baccalaureate 
diploma Programme (iBdP). 

iB and curriculum coordina-
tor tony George told the Post: 
“i have met admission tutors of 
universities and they were all 
keen about iB because it is an 
elite programme. iB inculcates 
student development and also 
trains students’ ability in self-
management skills as part of 
its focus on their approaches to 
learning.

“the programme opens up 

pathways to high quality ter-
tiary education for high school 
graduates. 

“as well as an emphasis on 
students’ holistic development, 
the iBdP is focused on provid-
ing students with the ability to 
identify the changes required 
in their communities and the 
skills to go out and make those 
changes,” said George.

Principal Barry Squires said 
that ciS wants students to 
experience service learning in 
school. 

When teachers conduct 
classes in ciS, they put up 

challenges to students for them 
to apply critical thinking when 
searching for a solution.

once ciS completes the iB 
authorisation process, the 
school will be offering two 
internationally recognised 
programmes — the alberta cur-
riculum from Kindergarten to 
Grade 12 and the iB diploma 
in Grades 11 and 12.

offering two curricula allows 
ciS to have the flexibility  to 
design programmes that are 
ideally suited to its students’ 
needs, offering an appropriate 
challenge, a balanced pro-

gramme and allowing access to 
the world’s top Higher Educa-
tion establishments.

“our school has always been 
focused and will continue to be 
focused on a cambodian con-
text, which is to nurture and 
educate the younger generation 
to nurture future leaders. 

“as we are an international 
school with students from 
different ethnic backgrounds, 
we have bilingual programmes 
under the alberta curriculum 
for students - French and chi-
nese,” he added. 

 the bilingual programmes 

give students an opportunity 
to deepen their proficiency in 
the chosen language, explained 
Squires. other than French or 
chinese classes, the students 
who are enrolled in these 
programmes learn social stud-
ies and science in their mother 
tongue.

“We keep our class sizes 
small where there are between 
16 and 21 students in a class. 
this allows teachers to dedicate 
more time to each student,” 
said Squires.

Students in ciS are also 
given the opportunity to 

contribute to society through 
the community service pro-
gramme. 

Squires and George are 
proud to be building a pro-
gramme that will be a student-
led initiative where students 
are encouraged to identify a 
social problem, brainstorm 
solutions, plan for and take 
action themselves. 

George said that the students 
will be working with a number 
of nGos for their service 
learning and will be focused 
on contributing to a happier, 
healthier cambodia.  

Building a holistic education community at CIS

Readying students for high school and the IB programme is a current priority. Smart technology use is a focus for students starting from Grade 6. 



THE PHNOM PENH POST, OcTObEr 18, 2019 3

at canadian inter-
national School of 
Phnom Penh (ciS) 
preschools, the 

Reggio Emilia methodology 
is applied in classrooms to 
encourage interpersonal com-
munication among children 
and between teachers, teacher 
assistants and children.

the Reggio Emilia ap-
proach is an educational 
philosophy focused on pre-
school and primary educa-
tion. it is a student-centred  
and constructivist peda-
gogy that uses self-directed, 
experiential learning in 
relationship-driven environ-
ments. 

Preschool principal Karen 
Holmes said that children are 
born with natural dispositions 
and it is in their nature to 
learn and to be curious. 

“What we are doing through 
play (activities) is giving them 
all sorts of opportunities (to 
learn) that they might not have 
at their own home,” she said. 

Holmes said: “at ciS, we 
provide physical environments 
and ensure teachers are aware 
of what needs to be done to 
get the children involved in 
play.

She said that adults who 
had experienced more formal 
schooling as youngsters, where 
they waited for teachers to 
tell them what to do, tended 
not to be inquisitive when 
presented with interesting 
objects. children, given the op-
portunity, will eagerly interact 

with materials and will find all 
sorts of creative things to do 
with them.

Holmes said that all teachers 
in ciS preschools are certified 
early childhood educators. as 
the teachers had been profes-
sionally trained, they know 
how to interact with children. 

it is known that interper-
sonal communication with 
children to encourage their 
thinking skills. at ciS, teach-
ing assistants work alongside 
the children by initiating 
interactive conversations.

in educational terms, we 
have a “scaffolding” approach 
is used. it is a process in which 
teachers model or demonstrate 
how to solve a problem, and 
then step back, offering sup-
port as needed. 

“if we know a child has 
never used a pair of scissors 
before, then that student will 
need one-on-one assistance 

to show them how to hold the 
scissors. and, we would have 
them cut things like rolls of 
play dough,” said Holmes.

“not all of the children are 
going to be at the same level 
at the same time, so that is 
where working in small groups 
is helpful,”

Holmes said ciS teachers are 
constantly learning and they 
base their teaching on the latest 
research on brain development.

“Educators are also familiar 
with Bloom’s taxonomy, which 
shows different levels of think-
ing in a pyramid. it categor-
ises what type of thinking is 
low-level and what is more 
advanced. at the very bottom 
of the pyramid is remember-
ing or memorising. that is the 
easiest thing to do.

“We use in-depth note tak-
ing to keep track and monitor 
each child’s development. We 
are also trying to see what 
are the needs of each child 
and give them things that will 
expand their thinking and 
curiosity.” 

ciS has preschool campuses 
in Bassac Garden and olympia 
city (oc). 

the oc campus is the 
first specifically-built Reg-
gio Emilia-inspired facility in 
cambodia. the Reggio Emilia 
approach blends well with the 
alberta curriculum taught at 
ciS’s main campus on Koh 
Pich, and it is envisioned that 
students in ciS preschools 
will continue their education 
there. 

Using the Reggio Emilia approach to learn through play

Teachers learn and play alongside children.
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