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Message from Japanese Ambassador to Cambodia
Chumreap Suor!

It is a great pleasure to be sharing 
this message with the Cambodian 
people on the occasion of the birthday 
of His Majesty the Emperor of Japan. 

On May 1 last year, His Majesty the 
Emperor Naruhito was enthroned and 
a new imperial era – “Reiwa” – began. 
I would like to take this opportunity 
to express my deepest appreciation to 
His Majesty Preah Bat Samdech Preah 
Boromneath Norodom Sihamoni, King 
of Cambodia, for his visit to Japan to 
attend the Enthronement Ceremony 
that was held in October 2019. I would 
also like to thank all the Cambodian 
people who kindly sent congratulatory 
messages to His Majesty the Emperor 
and the Japanese people by letter and 
Facebook comments via the Embassy 
of Japan. 

Since I arrived in Cambodia last 
September, I have received a warm 
welcome from the Cambodian people 
and this has demonstrated to me 
how strong the trust and friendship 
is between the peoples of Japan and 
Cambodia. This relationship has been 
nurtured by our cooperation over 

many years. 
On another positive note, I am also 

delighted to see the enhancement of 
our economic relationship through 
the increasing investment of Japanese 

companies in manufacturing services, 
finance, insurance and real estate etc. 
Bilateral trade has also increased, 
from $1 billion in 2014 to $2 billion 
in 2018. 

I am proud that Japan has been 
supporting Cambodia’s peace, 
reconciliation and development, 
based on multi-party democracy, 
since the early 1990s. Recently, we 
have also been working to propose 
solutions to new challenges – such as 
the needs to improve sewage system, 
waste management, traffic congestion 
and road safety – that have been 
caused by the rapid development and 
urbanisation of Cambodia. Japan has 
been facing these problems since the 
1970s and is happy to be able to share 
our experiences to help the Cambodian 
people solve them. 

Thanks to the commencement of 
direct flights between Tokyo and 
Phnom Penh in 2016, the number 
of Cambodian visitors to Japan has 
increased remarkably, from 5,000 in 
2013 to 22,000 in 2018. In addition, 
200,000 Japanese people visit 
Cambodia every year. I would like to 
boost these exchanges with a view to 
deepening the mutual understanding 
between our two nations. I am 
convinced that the JENESYS youth 
exchange programmes, and the 
Japanese Government (MEXT) 

Scholarship and Kakehashi, provide 
precious opportunities for the young 
people of Japan and Cambodia to build 
the basis of our future relationship.

This year Japan will host the 2020 
Olympic and Paralympic Games in 
Tokyo. To celebrate, we will bring 
the atmosphere and spirit of the 
world’s biggest sporting festival to 
the Cambodian people at our annual 
“Japan-Cambodia Kizuna Festival”. 
This event will showcase performances 
from both cultures and include many 
activities that participants can join in 
with.This year’s Kizuna will be held 
from February 20-23 and will feature 
sports events under the theme of 
“Power of Sports”. 

On this occasion of our National 
Day, I wish His Majesty King Preah 
Bat Samdech Preah Boromneath 
Norodom Sihamoni, King of 
Cambodia, Her Majesty the Queen-
Mother, Their Majesties the Emperor 
and the Empress of Japan, and the 
people of Cambodia and Japan good 
health, happiness and prosperity. I 
also wish for the friendship between 
Japan and Cambodia to continue to 
flourish.

Japanese Ambassador to Cambodia Mikami Masahiro.   



3tuesday, february 18, 2020 | www.phnompenhpost.com

Jica targets ‘soft  
components’ as 
next stage forward 

Confident investors reaping rewards of 
Kingdom’s blossoming consumer society

WHIlE Japan’s reconstruction efforts 
in Cambodia don’t appear to be slow-
ing down even after nearly 30 years, 
they could take a different direction 
in the coming years. 

Japan, which has been pumping 
in millions of dollars in assisting 
Cambodia since the end of the civil 
war period, largely to rebuild its ru-
dimentary infrastructure, could shift 
its focus slightly. 

“Soft components” or technical 
assitance will become the major thrust 
of Japan’s Overseas Development 
Aid – a major shift from its hard 
infrastructure policy that contributed 
to the Kingdom’s socioeconomic 
development since 1992.

“Our support has been changing 
from infrastructure to soft compo-
nents. Now we have a new strategy, 
not only focusing on infrastructure 
but also on governance and soft 
components,” Japan International 
Cooperation Agency (Jica) represen-
tative in Cambodia Shinohara Yuji 
told The Post.

The activities of Jica – the execut-
ing agency of Japan’s development 
aid in foreign countries – have 
grown alongside Cambodia’s steady 
economic growth.

The agency’s support is seen, for 
instance, in healthcare and road and 
bridge construction, as well as agri-
culture and marine aquaculture.    

“Our projects have solved many 
problems in Cambodia. For example, 
in removing landmines and unex-
ploded ordnance, to the construction 

of symbolic bridges like the across to 
Chroy Changwar, the ‘Phnom Penh 
Miracle’ water supply project, to 
assisting the Ministry of Justice in 
designing the Civil Code, as well as 
supporting high quality agriculture,” 
Yuji said.

Another notable soft component 
project is the “community police”. 
Jica is working with the Ministry 
of Interior to promote “community 
police” in rural areas, a concept 
adopted from the Japanese “Koban” 
system.

“This project started in 2017 
in Phnom Penh. It is to train civil 
officers. Japanese and Cambodian 
trainers will provide training for the 
police and train the trainers,” Yuji 
said.

It has a been “good journey” for 
almost three decades to assist in 
shaping Cambodia’s infrastructure 
demands to support the growing 
economy, he added.

“We have met around 70 per cent 
of our objectives and made good 
progress from water, [sea] port to 
agriculture. These projects have suc-
cessfully contributed to Cambodia’s 
growth.

“These projects were implemented 
by both Cambodian and Japanese 
people. Jica considers capacity devel-
opment as most important concept. 
We are therefore proud that capacity 
development is the most important 
factor to contribute to sustainable 
and rapid growth of Cambodia after 
the civil war,” Yuji said. 

THE wave of consumerism 
spreading across the King-
dom is encouraging more 
Japanese investors to consider 

Cambodia as an attractive market in 
the region to promote their products 
and services.

Bilateral trade between Japan and 
Cambodian touched $1.9 billion in the 
first 10 months of 2019 – a sign that 
Japanese investors’ confidence in the 
Kingdom’s economy and its flourishing 
consumer society remains sturdy.  

“There were around 40 Japanese 
companies registered but now there are 
close to 300 companies,” Japan Exter-
nal Trade Organization’s (Jetro) chief 
representative in Cambodia Miyao 
Masahiro told The Post.

Japanese investments are found in 
almost all sectors of the Cambodian 
economy – from supermarkets, gar-
ments and lifestyle, to physical infra-
structure such as roads and bridges. 

Major Japanese brands like Matsu-
shita, Aeon Mall, Panasonic Corp, NTT 
Communications, Sumitomo Corp, Nip-
pon Express and All Nippon Airways 
have established their offices in Phnom 
Penh.

“From an economic point of view, 
we have contributed to Cambodia’s 
growth and trade. Japanese companies 
hire and train Cambodian people. We 
help to increase its GDP [gross domes-
tic product] and exports. 

“So we are contributing to Cam-
bodia’s economy and development 

through economic activities,”  Masa-
hiro said.

Rapid urbanisation due to rural-
urban migration, the growth of an 
affluent consumer society plus rising 
consumer spending due to higher 
disposable income are all driving con-
sumption – a boon to foreign investors.  

Japanese hypermarket Aeon Mall, 

for instance, plans to open its third 
supermarket along Hun Sen Boulevard 
after entering the domestic market in 
2014 (Aeon 1 is located along Sot-
hearos Boulevard, with Aeon 2 in Sen 
Sok City), a clear reflection of a strong 
consumerism market.

“Other areas that we are interested 
in are education and healthcare. We 

are really keen to promote these areas. 
There will be a chance for Japanese 
companies to invest and a chance for 
Cambodians to have access to afford-
able new services,” Masahiro added.

He said Cambodia could take 
advantage of the “Thailand-Plus-One” 
strategy whereby Japanese companies 
extend their supply chain network 

based in Thailand to neighbouring 
countries.

“Many Tier-1 and Tier-2 companies 
are based in Thailand, and Cambodia 
can become a base for Tier-3 and 
Tier-4 companies that can supply 
products and services to those based in 
Thailand.

“Cambodian government is giving 
subsidies and labour costs are less than 
half [of Thailand], so it is really profit-
able. Many Japanese companies and 
other foreign companies are invest-
ing in Poipet town, which borders 
Thailand. 

“Poipet is becoming a popular des-
tination for Japanese investors. While 
the main companies are in Thailand, 
they can use Cambodia as part of their 
regional access. This is part of the 
Thailand-Plus-One strategy, which is 
popular among Japanese companies,” 
Masahiro said.

Japanese investors are also eyeing 
opportunities to work with local com-
panies to develop quality products for 
the export market.

“There are lot of Cambodian prod-
ucts that do not reach the international 
market, so we need to add value to 
these products so that they can be 
exported. 

“Cambodian pepper, cashew nuts, 
cassava and coffee are products that 
could be exported on a large scale 
and in a sustainable manner as this 
would definitely help local producers,” 
Masahiro said. 

Japanese investments are found in almost all sectors, including infrastructure such as roads and bridges. 

Jica has been instrumental in promoting the marine aquaculture sector in the Kingdom.  

Free buses are another Japanese government contribution. 
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Japanese lawyer easing 
business in the Kingdom

After working on develop-
ing the Cambodian legal 
system, top lawyer Sadao 
Matsubara – head of the 

Japan Desk at leading Cambodian law 
firm HBS Law – dedicated his efforts 
to facilitating Japanese investors to 
do business in the Kingdom.

the Osaka native came to the 
Kingdom to work on a Japan Inter-
national Cooperation Agency (Jica) 
development project in 2012 before 
deciding to stay.

“I have been working in Cambodia 
since September 2012. I had been 
working as a public prosecutor in 
Japan since 1996. I was dispatched by 
Japan’s Ministry of Justice to Cambo-
dia to work as a chief legal adviser on 
the Jica Legal and Judicial Develop-
ment Project in Cambodia in 2012.

“I was supposed to return to 
the prosecutor’s office in Japan in 
September 2014, but I liked Cambo-
dia and wanted to see how it would 
develop, especially in the legal field, 
so I decided to change direction and 
started working for HBS Law as the 
head of the Japan Desk in January 
2015,” Matsubara says.

the legal eagle says the progress 
he has seen in seven years has been 
dramatic.

“Cambodia has been rapidly devel-
oping, with GDP growth at more than 
seven per cent a year. When I came 
to Cambodia in 2012, the number of 
high-rise buildings was very few, but 
now there are many. As for Japanese 
entities, there were only around 20 

Japanese restaurants in 2012, but 
there are now some 200. In addi-
tion, Aeon Mall started operations in 
June 2014. With these developments, 
I believe Japanese businesspersons 
and investors can live comfortably in 
Cambodia,” Matsubara says.

Matsubara, who passed the Na-
tional Bar examination of Japan in 
1993, says HBS Law is ideally placed 
to supply Japanese firms with the best 
legal expertise, with staff who have 
in-depth knowledge of Cambodia’s 
legal and business environment.

“HBS Law was established in 2005 
and has since become one of the lead-
ing law firms in Cambodia. It now has 
around 70 members, including both 
Cambodian and foreign lawyers and 
legal advisors.

“HBS Law provides a wide range of 
legal services swiftly and efficiently. 
I have comprehensive knowledge 
of the Civil Code [CC], the Code of 
Civil Procedure [CCP] and relevant 
Cambodian laws. I have been working 
in Cambodia for more than seven 

years, so I have accrued comprehen-
sive knowledge of Cambodian laws 
and regulations in general. I have also 
learned the Khmer language, so I can 
read Cambodian laws and regulations 
myself. I believe these factors make 
HBS Law’s Japan Desk unique,” he 
says.

With Japan committed to trade 
with Asean, Matsubara says Cam-
bodia ranks highly alongside its 
neighbours regarding the law when 
doing business.

“Cambodia has in place necessary 
laws with regards to doing business. 
Cambodian laws permit the establish-
ment of wholly owned subsidiaries 
by foreign companies, and these can 
conduct almost all types of business 
in Cambodia. Moreover, the royal 
Government of Cambodia has devel-
oped various policies and mechanism 
to attract and protect foreign direct 
investments.

“regulations on foreign businesses 
in Cambodia are also not as strict com-
pared to other Asean countries. these 
are huge appeal points for foreign 
investors,” he says.

While certain challenges remain, the 
Kingdom is such a desirable investment 
destination that Matsubara is confident 
the number of Japanese businesses in 
Cambodia will continue to increase, 
while opportunities for foreign direct 
investment will remain plentiful.

“It is exciting to see how the coun-
try is progressing, especially – as a 
lawyer – how the legal field develops, 
he says. 

Sadao Matsubara 
has been the head 

of HBS Law’s Japan 
Desk since 2015.

Supplied



5tuesday, february 18, 2020 | www.phnompenhpost.com



6 tuesday, february 18, 2020 | www.phnompenhpost.com

Capital’s Sunrise Hospital a shining 
example of ‘warm heart’ treatment
SunriSe Japan Hospital 

Phnom Penh has in its 
fourth year of operat-
ing quickly become a 

symbol of the Japanese com-
munity helping develop the 
Kingdom’s medical sector.

When the hospital first 
opened in 2016, it had 30 
Japanese doctors on staff who 
worked in tandem with 80 Cam-
bodian professionals.

Today, there are 20 Japanese 
medical staff and 190 Cambodi-
an medical professionals on staff 
as the hospital trains locals to fill 
positions, explains neurosurgeon 
Dr Yoshifumi Hayashi.

Dr Hayashi has been in the 
Kingdom since 2015. 

He tells The Post that he  
has seen significant improve-
ments in Cambodia’s medical 

sector since that time, but he  
notes that much work is still 
ahead.

The hospital embraces a 
culture of treating the commu-
nity with a “warm heart”, says 
Dr Hayashi, who is also clinical 
director. 

The warm heart concept has 
led the hospital to cross several 
frontiers, including medical trips 
to rural communities to provide 
health check-ups, consultations 
and other procedures to finan-
cially vulnerable Cambodians. 

Most recently, 37 of Sunrise 
Hospital’s staff and two vol-
unteer students embarked on a 
medical outreach programme to 
Prey Veng province. 

At remote villages, the 
team offered health screen-
ings, reviewed medication and 

educated 300 villagers.
One of the patients had been 

suffering from stomach pain for 
several years. He went opted to 
visit a pharmacy instead of a 
clinic. The man was incorrectly 
diagnosed and prescribed the 
wrong medicine, the univer-
sity of Tokyo graduate explains 
between rounds.

“This is very common, not 
only in the countryside but also 
in Phnom Penh. When we evalu-
ated the patient we saw that it 
was [likely] a colon problem. We 
were able to recognise that it 
was not a stomach problem and 
referred him to a local hospital 
for proper medical treatment,” 
the good doctor says.  

Beyond its notable medical 
outreach programme, the hos-
pital has also given 15 patients 
free medical care through its 
“Akahige Project Fund”.

The fund affords financially 
vulnerable people medical care 
in severe cases when time is 
of the essence. As leaders in 
neurology, this mostly occurred 
when patients suffered severe 
brain trauma following motor-
cycle accidents or strokes. 

“each second counts in these 
circumstances,” Hayashi says. 

He adds that the dream 
of Dr Shigemi Katahara of 
expanding Kitahara interna-
tional Hospital’s world-class 

healthcare to developing coun-
tries brought him to Cambodia.

Sunrise Japan Hospital in 
Phnom Penh is the first repre-
sentation of Dr Kitahara’s vision. 

it took three years of surveys 
to understand the Kingdom’s 
medical situation and another 
three years to build the facilities. 
During this time, Cambodian 
staff travelled to Japanese hospi-
tals for training.

Dr Hayashi explains that be-
yond providing care to patients, 
his responsibility is also to im-

part his knowledge and expertise 
to local medical staff. 

The hospital provides Cam-
bodian medical students with 
hands-on training on how to 
use state-of-the-art technology, 
including angiography, radiol-
ogy and Mri machines, as well 
as the laboratory.

“We establish and operate 
an emergency medical centre to 
provide high-level Japanese-style 
medical services . . . while ex-
panding our sustainable model. 

“We try to serve as a good 

model for the healthcare system 
in terms of quality and price, 
as well as in the development 
of healthcare and human re-
sources,” Dr Hayashi says.

Sunrise Japan Hospital 
Phnom Penh has seven centres, 
specialising in stroke and 
neurology, gastroenterology, 
emergency care, internal general 
medicine, paediatrics, health 
check-ups and plastic surgery. 

For more information visit 
www.sunrise-hs.com.

Sunrise Hospital trains students to use state-of-the-art technology. 

Dr Yoshifumi Hayashi consults with colleagues. PH
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WHen the Cambodia- 
Japan Cooperation 
Centre (CJCC) was 
established in 2004, 

its primary objective was to promote 
two-way ties between the nations 
through business, education and 
cultural exchange activities.

Almost two decades later, CJCC 
– which is funded by the Japanese 
government – now prides itself as the 
premier centre for Cambodians to meet 
and hone their business skills based on 
Japanese knowledge and experience, 
while helping connect businesses from 
the two countries.

The centre, based in royal Phnom 
Penh university, offers a range of 
courses crucial to the development of 
the fast-growing Cambodian economy 
– from entrepreneurship and corporate 

development to company manage-
ment – all imbued with the Japanese 
management style. 

“Since 2004, CJCC has trained 
25,379 people in both long-term and 
short-term courses, and nearly 700 
have completed entrepreneurship 
courses. Twenty-two per cent of those 
who finished entrepreneurship courses 
have started their own businesses,” 
CJCC’s director Khim Leang tells  
The Post.

“We also focus on MSMes [micro, 
small- and medium-sized enterprises], 
and for the services sector, we cover 
various topics such as customer sat-
isfaction, day-to-day management, 
strategic company management and 
human resource management. 

“The purpose of these courses varies 
according to the subject. For example, 
the entrepreneurship course is intended 
to help those who want to start a busi-
ness, and if it is a family business, we 
help them improve their operations 
because most family businesses do 
not have a proper management style,” 
Leang says.

in addition, CJCC offers business net-
working plus business matching between  
Japanese and Cambodian business 
community. And, for young Cambodians 
who desire to venture into the business 
world, they can take advantage of spe-
cial training courses at the centre.

“The CJCC Accelerator Programme 
is for those who have just started 
their business. We provide training to 
improve their skills, and for those who 

are already in business but lack funds 
to expand, we also help them to source 
funds.

“Moreover, through the Cambodia-
Japan Association for Business and 
investment, we promote partnership 
between the two nations. Through this 
association we try to match Japanese 
companies who want to do business 
in the Kingdom with Cambodian part-
ners,” Leang says.

The CJCC continues to contribute 
to the improvement of Japanese-Cam-
bodian bilateral ties – both in terms of 
people-to-people relations and trade 
activities.

Currently close to 300 registered 
Japanese companies operate in the 
Kingdom, while around 250,000 Japa-
nese visited the Kingdom last year.   
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”
“since 2004, CJCC has 
trained 25,379 people in  
long-term and short-term 
courses, while nearly 
700 have completed 
entrepreneurship courses 
KHim Leang / CJCC direCTOr
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Training the 
Japanese way  

The Cambodia-Japan Cooperation Centre was established in 2004 to promote ties between the nations. 

Cambodia-Japan Cooperation Centre director Khim Leang. 
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Power of Sports: Kizuna Festival 2020

20th February (Thu)

Opening Ceremony: Modern 
and Traditional Performance 
of Japan and Cambodia
18:30~20:00

21st February (Fri)

Let’s try origami, Calligraphy 
& Ikebana  
9:00~11:30, 14:00~16:30

Let’s wear Yukata and Kben
9:00~11:30, 14:00~16:30

Let’s taste Khmer-Japanese 
food & dessert 
9:00~11:30, 14:00~16:30

Workshop and Performance 
of Cheerleading by Teikyo 
University Baffalos & 
Cambodian Federation of 
Cheerleading 
9:00~10:00

Sathapana Bank in 
Digitalization
9:00-11:30

Everyone can show arts 
workshop 
9:30~11:30

Experience Sharing on song 
composition and Hands-on 
experience of composing 
songs
9:30~11:30, 14:00~16:00

Activity with Para-Athletes
10:00~11:00

Train Traveling in Japan
14:00~15:30
 
Soltilo Futsal Game
14:00~16:00

You can save lives! First Aid 
workshop
14:00~16:00

MARUGOTO Match by CJCC 
Students
14:00~17:00

Awa Odori Performance and
Workshop
18:00~19:00

22nd February (Sat)

Let’s try Origami, Calligraphy 
& Ikebana
9:00~11:30, 14:00~16:30

Let’s wear Yukata and Kben
9:00~11:30, 14:00~16:30

Seminar of Lifestyle Disease 
by Sunrise Japan Hospital 
Phnom Penh
9:00~11:00

Let’s taste Khmer-Japanese 
food & dessert
9:00~11:30, 14:00~16:30

Japan - Cambodia Quiz Game
9:00~12:00

Everyone can show arts 
workshop
9:30~11:30

Training Session for Nail Art 
Contest
 9:30~10:30, 10:30~11:30

Study in Japan Workshop
10:00~11:00

Movie Show “Pop in Q”
11:30~13:00
Introduction of Japanese 
Government Scholarship
13:30~14:30

Seminar of H-Pylori by 
Sunrise Japan Hospital 
Phnom Penh
13:30~16:00

Worldship Orchestra Concert 
with Angkor Youth Orchestra
14:00~15:30

Experiencing Tea Ceremony
14:00~15:00, 16:00~17:00

Seminar on Mental Health 
Care with Sports
14:00~16:00

JENESYS Reporting Session: 
Tokushima
14:30~15:30

Introduction of Asia 
Kakehashi Scholarship
15:30~16:30

Break Dance Collaboration by 
MORTAL COMBAT and SANG 
SOKSEREY
18:00~19:00

23rd February (Sun)

Experiencing Japanese & 
Khmer Martial Art
9:30~12:00

Let’s wear Yukata and Kben
9:00~11:30, 14:00~16:30

Let’s taste Khmer-Japanese 
food & dessert
9:00~11:30, 14:00~16:30

Future of Retail Business 
and Career Opportunities by 
AEON
9:30~11:30
 
Let’s try Kendama!
9:30~11:30

Udon Master Class by 
Marugame Udon
9:30~12:00, 14:00~17:00

Workshop: How to create 
short film for JENESYS 
Program
10:00~11:00

Meet with Successful MEXT 
2020 Candidates
13:30~14:30

Workshop by PPC Bank
13:30~16:00

Nail Art Contest by Puka 
chu-ku
14:00~15:00

Kidculator by I.A.M.A
14:00~17:00

Study in Japan Workshop
14:30~15:30

JENESYS Reporting Session: 
RUGBY
15:00~16:00

Let’s Cosplay Kizuna 2020 by 
Narutail Guild
15:00~16:30
 
Samurai Ism (Japanese 
Sword Demonstration)
17:00~17:20

Little Shadow Puppet 
Performance and Yike 
Performance
18:00~19:30

All events are held at the Cambodia-Japan Cooperation Center (CJCC) Free AdmiSSion

Tokushima Prefecture, 
which will host  
Cambodian athletes 
during the Tokyo 2020 
Olympic Games, presents 
“Awa Odori”, one of the 
most famous Japanese 
traditional dances. Every 
summer, Awa Odori 
festivals are held there, 
which attracts many 
people from all over the 
world. 

Yike Performance

Awa odori from Tokushima mortal Combat

Yukata and Kben TrialCheerleading Performance

Follow Kizuna Festival   
through the event page

Activity with Para-Athletes Bokator

MORTAL COMBAT is one 
of the most famous break 
dance group in Japan. They 
have won first places and 
awards in world-class dance 
contests such as “JAPAN 
DANCE DELIGHT”, “BATTLE 
OF THE YEAR”(France, 
German), “R16” (South Korea). 
They also performed in the 
Hollywood movie “BATTLE OF 
THE YEAR”.
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