
Ambassador Mikami: Japan-Cambodia  
friendship will continue to flourish 

Japan to fund education, farming projects

Chumreap Suo! It is my great 
pleasure to celebrate the National 
Day of Japan with Cambodian 
people again this year, although it is 
unfortunate that we are still having 
to avoid meeting up face to face or 
gathering in large groups. 

Despite these hardships, I will do 
my best in further advancing and 
strengthening our relationship.

Year 2020 was an extraordinary 
year. Interaction between people  
was severely restricted, especially 
across borders, because of Covid-19, 
and the flow of people travelling 
between Japan and Cambodia was  
no exception. 

To assist in overcoming the 
challenges presented by this situation,  
and to help improve the medical 
situation in Cambodia, Japan has 
provided multiple batches of medical 
equipment to Cambodia and will 
continue to deliver more in the future. 

This Japanese assistance has 
included the provision of medical 
equipment as well as making 
improvements to and provided new 
equipment for the Siem Reap Referral 
Hospital. 

We have also disbursed a 
concessional loan in Japanese yen – 
which is worth the equivalent of about 
$227 million – to support vulnerable 
people and small and medium-sized 
enterprises, and to strengthen medical 
capability. 

In addition, we will make a 
contribution of more than $130 
million to the COVAX Advance Market 

Commitment, in order to enable lower 
income countries to reinforce equitable 
access to Covid-19 vaccines. 

Last year, continuous and torrential 
rainfall caused severe floods in many 
provinces across Cambodia and 
affected a large number of residents.

Once again, I would like to offer 
my sincere condolences to all those 
who lost their lives and to their 
grieving families.

The government of Japan provided 
emergency relief goods, including tents 
and water purifiers, through JICA. 

Besides the work we have already 
done, we will be starting a new 

flood recovery support programme 
in partnership with World Food 
Programme Cambodia. 

To enhance disaster resilience, Japan 
is also assisting Cambodia through 
the Project for Flood Protection and 
Drainage Improvement in the capital 
city of Phnom Penh.

I would like to thank all the 
Japanese and Cambodian workers for 
their continued efforts in implementing 
these projects, despite the difficulties 
posed by Covid-19.

This year marks the 30th 
anniversary of the Paris Peace 
Agreements. I would like to 

congratulate the Royal Government 
and the people of Cambodia for 
achieving peace and development. 

I am proud that Japan has been 
working with Cambodia from the 
beginning of the peace process.

Cambodia was the starting point 
for Japan’s proactive contribution 
to peace and development and, with 
this connection in mind, I would like 
to express my appreciation for the 
active role that Cambodia is playing 
in United Nations Peacekeeping 
operations in recent years. 

I believe that unity among all 
Cambodian people will be the key 
to the Kingdom achieving further 
development. 

Japan will continue to support 
the democratic development of 
Cambodia while respecting the 
principles enshrined in the Paris Peace 
Agreements and the Constitution of 
Cambodia.

Other big events for us include the 
13th Mekong-Japan Summit and the 
Foreign Ministers’ Meeting to be held 
in Japan this year. 

In recent years, regional integration 
has deepened, and peace and 
prosperity in the Mekong region, 
including Cambodia, remains 
extremely important. We wish to 
elevate Japan-Mekong cooperation  
to new heights.

The Olympic and Paralympic 
Games Tokyo 2020 were rescheduled 
to 2021 because of the pandemic. The 
Opening Ceremony for the Olympic 
Games is scheduled to take place on 

July 23 and for the Paralympic Games 
on August 24. 

In order to welcome athletes from 
around the world, and deliver a safe 
and secure games, all possible counter-
measures against Covid-19 will be 
implemented. 

I hope that Japan can host the 
Tokyo Olympics and Paralympics as a 
symbol of victory and of global unity 
in overcoming Covid-19. 

Last but not least, the “Japan-
Cambodia Kizuna Week” will begin 
tomorrow. It is an online version of 
the annual “Japan-Cambodia Kizuna 
Festival”, which is the biggest Japanese 
cultural event in Cambodia. 

From February 18-28, there will be 
many interesting videos and online 
workshops on the Facebook events 
page so that everyone can enjoy 
various aspects of Japanese culture 
from the safety of their homes.

On the occasion of our National 
Day, I wish their Majesties the Emperor 
and Empress of Japan, His Majesty 
King Preah Bat Samdech Preah 
Boromneath Norodom Sihamoni, Her 
Majesty the Queen Mother and the 
peoples of Cambodia and Japan good 
health, happiness and prosperity. 

I also wish for the friendship 
between Japan and Cambodia to 
continue flourishing.   

HE Mikami Masahiro, Ambassador
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 
of Japan to the Kingdom of 
Cambodia.

JAPAN is set to provide 
$754,321 to support 
physical education and 
cashew nut growers under 
The Grant Assistance for 
Japanese NGO Projects. 

Two NGOs – Hearts of 
Gold and International 
Volunteers of Yamagata 
– have received $371,479 
and $382,842 respectively 
to promote their grassroots 
projects.

HE Mikami Masahiro – 
Ambassador Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary of 
Japan to Cambodia – and 
the two organisations signed 
an agreement on February 
12 for the implementation 
of the projects.

One of the undertakings 
is a four-year project to 
develop physical educa-

tion courses at Cambodia’s 
National Institute of Physi-
cal Education and Sport in 
Phnom Penh. 

Hearts of Gold will assist 
the institute in developing 
physical education 
courses by improving the 
curriculum and the training 
teachers, as well as by 
installing physical education 
facilities.

Around 65 staff and 
300 trainee teachers at the 
institute are expected to 
benefit from the improved 
learning environment for 
physical education.

The second project 
involves supporting 
smallholder farmers to 
grow organic cashew nuts 
through contract farming in 
Preah Vihear province. 

International Volunteers 
of Yamagata will assist 
local growers to produce 
the organic cashew nuts 
and to also develop 
cooperative marketing to 
increase growers’ income, 
and improve their quality 
of life. 

The Grant Assistance for 
Japanese NGO Projects was 
launched in Cambodia in 
2002 to support activities 
to help the Kingdom’s 
reconstruction and 
development efforts at the 
grassroots level. 

Japan has provided more 
than $42 million for 133 
projects in Cambodia since 
2002, mainly in the fields of 
primary education, health-
care, agriculture and mine 
clearance.  
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The signing ceremony took place on February 12 . Supplied

HE Mikami Masahiro, Ambassador of Japan to the Kingdom of Cambodia.
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Japan has turned to 
online promotions 
to maintain bilateral 
trade momentum 

with Cambodia as commerce 
exchanges slumped due to 
measures to combat the  
Covid-19 pandemic.

Virtual trade fairs and 
the sharing of information 
electronically are just some of 

the enterprising  initiatives taken 
up by the Japan External Trade 
Organization (JETrO), which has 
offices in phnom penh.

With the coronavirus 
outbreak putting the brakes on 
economic and social activities 
across the globe – with 
restrictions on international 
travel, lockdowns and social 
distancing to prevent the spread 

of the virus – trade between 
the two nations has also been 
disrupted.

according to Cambodia’s 
Ministry of Commerce, imports 
declined 33.9 percent while 
exports dropped 15.8 per cent 
in 2020 compared to 2019. In 
total, bilateral trade fell  about 
23 per cent last year compared 
to 2019.

“While we are in a severe  
and uncertain situation, a 
survey by JETrO conducted 
last September shows that 
Cambodia has the fastest 
recovery rates from Covid-19 in 
the asean region.  

“at this moment, we are 
striving to increase trade 
through online promotions,”said 
JETrO’s chief representative for 
phnom penh Marisa Haruta.

To kick-start this year, Jetro 
hosted the “Good Goods Japan 
2021” – an online business-
matching event from February 
3-4 to introduce Japanese 
products such as beauty 
products, kitchen appliances 
and baby products.

“Some 22 Japanese companies 
showcased 80 products during 
the online fair, which linked 
Japanese suppliers with potential 
Cambodian buyers.  

“While JETrO has been 
facilitating this kind of event 
for more than 10 years in other 
countries, this was the first time 
for us to hold one in Cambodia. 

“By having linked Japanese 
suppliers with Cambodian 
buyers and conducted business 
matching online to connect 

Cambodian and Japanese 
businessmen, the event will 
have been of great benefit to the 
business communities in both 
countries. 

“This had the aim of 
increasing trade volume by 
getting high quality products 
into the Cambodian market,” 
Haruta said.

Every year prior to Covid-19, 
JETrO’s phnom penh office has 
cooperated with the Council for 
the Development of Cambodia 
to organise the “Cambodian 
Investment Seminar” in Japan. 

This is to share information 
about the strong investment 
environment and potential 

investment opportunities 
in Cambodia to Japanese 
businesses looking to invest in 
the Kingdom. 

“However, due to Covid-
19, some plans have been 
postponed. We are waiting 
for the new investment law in 
Cambodia to be issued so that 
we will be able to promote 
Cambodia even more. 

“Moreover, JETrO phnom 
penh is still sharing information 
on the Cambodian investment 
climate online for Japanese 
investors to use while 
considering investing and 
growing their business here. 

“With a spirit to work even 

more closely with the Ministry 
of Commerce, the Cambodian 
Chamber of Commerce and 
the Young Entrepreneurs 
association of Cambodia, we 
expect more programmes and 
projects will present themselves 
in the near future. 

“We cannot increase trade 
without strong cooperation 
from our partners. We need to 
work together to further build 
business,” said Haruta. 

JETrO conducted over 15 
online promotions last year 
to promote food, agriculture, 
digitalisation, animation and 
disaster prevention, among 
others. 

Virtual expo promotes bilateral trade 

The launch of the virtual ‘Good Goods Japan 2021’ was held  from February 3 to 4. 

JETR0 plays a key role in sharing information with business communities. 

Some 22 Japanese companies participated in the virtual fair. 
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JBAC pivotal in shaping strong bilateral ties 
 
The Japanese Business Association of Cambodia (JBAC) was established in 1992 with the primary aim of promoting Japanese companies in 
Cambodia, and developing economic activities between the two nations.
 
Made up of 270 Japanese companies, the members of JBAC are mostly involved in the manufacturing, construction, real estate, trade, transport, 
commerce, finance, insurance and services sectors.
 
All its members maintain high standards, and comply with Cambodian social norms and laws, adhering strictly to new regulations and labor laws.  
 
JBAC recognizes that the Cambodia-Japan public-private sector meeting – held in accordance with the Cambodia-Japan Investment Agreement – 
is an important opportunity to discuss about further improving the Kingdom’s investment environment. 
 
Meanwhile, the channel of dialogue with the Cambodian government has expanded in recent years, with greater opportunities existing for 
individual dialogue and discussions with relevant ministries and agencies, while JBAC’s voice has been reflected in policymaking decisions. 
 
While the Covid-19 outbreak impacted Japanese investments in Cambodia – with withdrawals and delays in investment decisions –  thanks to the 
Cambodian government’s persistent efforts, the number of JBAC members has decreased only slightly compared to previous years. 
 
Existing companies are expanding their investments with confidence, which has become a tailwind for Japanese investors currently considering 
new investment opportunities. 
 
JBAC, with the cooperation of the Embassy of Japan in Phnom Penh,   the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA), the Japan External Trade 
Organization (JETRO) and other International Organizations, Associations and Chambers, has played a pivotal role in expanding Cambodia’s 
economic growth as a public-private unity. 
 
JBAC continues to contribute to Cambodia’s economic development by working on business developments that meet the social needs of 
Cambodians, with Japanese quality every time. 

HAPPY JAPAN NATIONAL DAY!



national day of Japan

Dependable partner playing key 
role in Kingdom’s development
From building infrastructure 

such as bridges and irrigation 
systems, to providing 
assistance on environmental 

issues and taking a lead in demining 
and training, Japan has played a 
key role in the Kingdom’s recent 
development. 

Such cooperation means that 
“The Land of the rising Sun” is 
considered one of the Kingdom’s most 
dependable partners.

The history of Cambodia-Japan 
relations dates back centuries, 
beginning in 1569 when a Cambodian 
merchant ship docked at Kyushu 
island seeking to engage with Japan, 
according to Pou Sothirak, executive 
director of the Cambodian Institute 
for Cooperation and Peace. 

Looking to explore opportunities in 
the Kingdom, 44 Japanese ships sailed 
to Cambodia between 1604 and 1635. 

Evidence of Japanese contact 
with Cambodia can even be found 
on walls and pillars in Angkor Wat, 
with 14 ink inscriptions by Japanese 
worshippers dating back to 1612, the 
former Cambodian ambassador to 
Japan stated.

In modern times, Japan was one 
of the first countries to recognise 
Cambodia after independence 
from France in 1953, establishing 
diplomatic relations that year.

Since the signing of the Paris 
Peace Agreements in 1991, Japan has 
played a lead role in the rebuilding of 
Cambodia after decades of civil war. 

The Japanese mine Action Servive 
(JmAS) had cleared approximately 
4,100 hectares of minefields, more 
than 20,000 anti-personnel mines, 
650 anti-tank mines and 39,0000 
items of unexploded ordnance (UXo) 
as of last September. 

JmAS had also responded to more 
than 3,7000 requests from people 
to dispose of mines and UXo found 
around the areas they live.

This drive to regenerate the 

Kingdom after years of brutal conflict 
has also extended to infrastructure.

The Chroy Changvar I Bridge in 
Phnom Penh – severely damaged 
in the civil war period, with large 
portions destroyed in 1972 and 1973 
after Khmer rouge forces placed mines 
– was rebuilt with Japanese aid. 

originally built in 1963 with a 
Japanese government grant, the 
971m bridge across the Tonle Sap 

remained uncrossable for more than 
three decades until finally reopening 
in February 1994. It was renamed the 
Cambodian-Japanese Friendship Bridge 
by King Father Norodom Sihanouk.

more recently, the Japanese funded 
the Neak Loeung Bridge from Kandal 
to Prey Veng province, which was 
inaugurated in April 2015. The 2.2km 
cable-stayed bridge across the mekong 
river is the Kingdom’s longest.

Japan also played a key role in 
the development of Sihanoukville 
Autonomous Port, with the Japan 
International Cooperation Agency 
(JICA) assisting in developing the 
Kingdom’s sole international deep-sea 
dock to boost Cambodia’s economic 
and industrial activities.

Its chairman and CEo HE Lou 
Kim Chhun received a 2020 Spring 
Conferment of Decorations from 
the Japanese government for his 
contributions in promoting the 
relationship between Japan and 
Cambodia in the field of port 
development.

Japan is also a leading trade 
partner. Bilateral trade between 
Cambodia and Japan reached $1.9 
billion, in the first 10 months of last 
year – an increase of 0.44 per cent on 
the $1.89 billion in the same period 
in 2019, according the Japan External 
Trade organisation (JETro).

Cambodian exports to Japan were 
worth $1.45 billion, an increase of 7.8 
per cent.

According to the Council for the 
Development of Cambodia, from 
1995 to the first quarter of 2019, the 
Cambodian government approved 

137 projects worth $2.5 billion  
from Japan. 

The majority were in the energy, 
agro-industry, food processing,  
automotive spare parts, hospitality, 
health and retail sectors, and 
the assembling of electronic 
components.

Japanese assistance also extends to 
training, with the Cambodian-Japan 
Cooperation Center (CJCC) developing 
highly skilled and competent human 
resources for the benefit of the 
Kingdom. 

The CJCC says it aims to 
enhance mutual understanding and 
cooperation between Cambodia and 
Japan through three main activities: 
business training, Japanese language 
for career development and the 
Culture and Education Exchange 
Program. 

Japan has proven itself to be 
a reliable partner in Cambodia’s 
development for the past three 
decades – and as Japanese 
Ambassador to Cambodia HE mikami 
masahiro has said in his message for 
this year’s National Day of Japan,  
the friendship will only continue  
to flourish. 
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Japan is one of Cambodia’s leading trade partners. HENG CHIVOAN

JMAS has cleared approximately 4,100 hectares of minefields. supplIEd

The CJCC develops highly skilled human resources for the benefit of the Kingdom. pOst stAff

Japan has played a key role in the development of Sihanoukville Autonomous Port. supplIEd
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JMAS adds 
agricultural 
support to 
aid farmers

The Japan Mine Action 
Service in Cambodia (JMAS), 
which has been spearheading 
demining activities in the 

Kingdom for the past two decades 
– clearing unexploded ordnance 
(UXO) including anti-personnel and 
anti-tank mines – is now extending 
further humanitarian assistance.  

“From this year, JMAS will begin 
providing agricultural support 
in addition to its demining and 
infrastructure-building activities 
by providing local farmers with 
improved farming techniques and 
building reservoirs for supplying 
water during the dry season.

“JMAS will continue with its 
many activities turning minefields 
into beautiful green farmland in 
order to bring smiles to people 
in Cambodia,” JMAS resident 
representative Suenaga Noriyoshi 
told The Post.

The organisation continues to 
turn once dangerous minefields 
into fertile farmland to lift up 
the economic conditions of rural 
communities, with land once plagued 
with dreaded explosive remnants 
of war (eWA) in Kampong Thom, 
Battambang and Banteay Meanchey 
provinces transformed with the help 
of Japanese-led demining experts.

JMAS is an international 
non-governmental organisation 
comprising former officers and non-
commissioned officers of the Japan 
Self-Defence Forces. 

It began its mine-clearing 
activities in Cambodia in 2002, 
partnering with the Cambodian Mine 
Action Center (CMAC). This year 
marks the 20th anniversary of its 
demining operations in the Kingdom.

As of September 2020, JMAS 
experts have cleared 4,100 hectares 
of minefields, removing more than 
20,000 anti-personnel mines and 650 
anti-tank mines, as well as 39,000 
units of other UXO, and responded 
to 37,000 requests from residents 
to dispose of mines and eWA found 
around the areas they live. 

“We transfer mine clearance 
techniques to CMAC and provide 
education about the dangers of UXO 
to local people and children. We also 
build roads and schools to support 
local communities.

“We have constructed 11 schools 
and built more than 80km of roads in 
and around former minefields. JMAS 

currently operates two demining 
projects in Banteay Meanchey 
and Kampong Thom provinces, 
while another project involves the 
rebuilding of basic infrastructure in 
Battambang and Banteay Meanchey 
provinces. 

“Twenty-five JMAS staff including 
seven Japanese and around 100 
deminers from CMAC are involved in 
this project.

JMAS deploys various machines 
for demining activities such as 
demining machines, cluster machines 
and brush cutters, which are 
supported by human deminers.

“Our activities are much more 
productive by integrating machine 
power and human deminers,” said 
Suenaga. 

While the organisation currently 
has the capacity to clear some 200 
hectares of mine-affected areas, it  
has set a target this year of demining 
400 hectares, he added.  

“We want to help Cambodia 
remove the mines and other 
unexploded ordnance that remain 
threats to people’s lives and to see 
Cambodians live peacefully free of 
deadly explosive remnants of war,” 
said Suenaga. 

JMAS experts demonstrate to CMAC staff how to neutralise an MK82 bomb in Kampong Thom. supplied A brush cutter machine (top) and an anti-tank mine (above). supplied 

CMAC staff promote awareness of the dangers of UXO among children. supplied  JMAS resident representative Suenaga Noriyoshi. supplied 

JMAS and CMAC experts discuss  demining operations in  Kampong Thom province. supplied 

As well as its vital demining activities, 
the Japan Mine Action service (JMAs) 
in Cambodia is now providing farmers  
with improved farming techniques  
and building systems to supply water.   
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