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Optimism is return-
ing to the education 
sector after all the 
despondency envel-

oping the economy – there 
are reasons to be upbeat with 
learners and educators back in 
school.    

the phnom penh post’s 
year-end education supple-

ment features stories on how 
private schools are embracing 
a new normal in the Covid-19 
reality to provide seamless 
education. 

With most key sectors 
– from tourism, retail and 
entertainment to manufactur-
ing and airlines – coming to a 
sudden halt after the outbreak, 

the Kingdom’s educational 
institutions managed to avert 
a learning crisis by continu-
ing to deliver lessons to their 
students.  

in the educational space, 
schools and universities, along 
with other higher learning 
institutions, were temporarily 
shuttered for months to avoid 
close contact among students 
to reduce the risk of infection.  

Both public and private 
educational institutions across 
the Kingdom were closed in 
mid-march due to measures 
to combat the outbreak, with 
selected schools with the 
requisite facilities who best 
adhered to the government’s 
strict guidelines allowed to 
reopen in staggered phases 
from early september.

the singapore (Cambo-
dia) international Academy, 
the Australian international 
school of phnom penh 

(Aispp) and Westview Cam-
bodian international school 
diligently introduced measures 
by the ministry of Education, 
Youth and sport to ensure 
students could study in a safe 
environment to be among the 
first 20 allowed to open their 
doors again. 

the ministry along with 
other stakeholders worked 
tirelessly to quickly design 
policies and regulations to 
meet the challenges posed by 
the Covid-19 pandemic.   

A catalogue of measures – 
including physical distancing 
between students, checking 

body temperature, regular 
hand sanitising, the compulso-
ry wearing of face masks and 
the introduction of e-learning 
infrastructures – were put in 
place effectively. 

these workable efforts 
allowed students to return to 
their classrooms, while teach-
ers continued their vocation 
with parents reassured.

the education sector is a 
pillar of the economy with its 
contribution to human capital 
development, which in turn 
is vital for economic progress 
and nation building. Learning 
has to go on. 

Reopening schools is a sig-
nificant step as it instils confi-
dence in the education system 
and reflects the resilience of 
the sector. 

But unlocking schools is 
only half the story. 

As we move into 2021, all 
the mandatory safety regula-
tions must be maintained at 
all times and at all cost. We 
face a challenge that requires 
the continued concerted and 
committed efforts of all those 
involved in the education 
industry, with the welfare of 
students more than ever at the 
top of the school agenda. 
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Measures including the compulsory wearing of face masks have been put in place. hean rangsey

Physical distancing measures are in place. hean rangsey

thE phnom penh-
based CamEd Business 
school has become a 
strong brand name in 

the financial industry, thanks 
to its skilled graduates who 
continue to break barriers 
and contribute to the grow-
ing corporate sector and the 
Kingdom’s economy. 

Quality and dedicated 
lecturers, globally recognised 
curricula, partnerships with 
international examination 
bodies and equipping students 
with additional soft skills – 
makes the 20-year-old institu-
tion a premier training centre 
in the country. 

CamEd’s finance, account-
ing and auditing graduates 
are highly sought after by 
employers for their sharp skills 
in their respective areas.

“i can say that from 2019 to 
2020, the employment rate of 

our graduates was 98 per cent. 
“the strength of our school 

is that it is recognisd by em-
ployers because our students 
are capable and quick to adapt 
in the workplace, while it is 
not difficult to further train 
them in technical skills and 
they have deep knowledge of 

accounting standards,” said 
CamEd senior vice president 
sam sokuntheary.

Cambodia needs qual-
ity financial and accounting 
professionals to propel its fast-
paced financial sector. 

the capital market, banks, 
microfinance institutions and  

small and medium-sized enter-
prises will continue to expand 
as more companies and busi-
nesses enter the market.

professionals are needed to 
prepare payroll, process taxa-
tion, prepare financial state-
ments and audit accounts.   

 For nearly two decades, 
CamEd has produced top 
notch accountants and other 
financial professionals.  

And the corporate sector 
– with its lucrative salary 
packages and work environ-
ments – continues to woo 
fresh graduates.  

“the number of Grade 12 
students applying to pursue 
higher education at CamEd 
has increased year-by-year 
because the school offers at-
tractive programmes.

“CamEd offers international 
standard curricula, with four-
year graduates earning two de-

grees at the same time – Bach-
elor of Accounting and Finance 
(honours) and the Certified Ac-
counting technician qualifica-
tion, which is recognised by the 
London-based Association of 
Chartered Certified Accountants 
[ACCA],” she said.

CamEd’s teaching staff, 
mostly consisting of foreign-
ers, are all exceptionally quali-
fied and go through a rigorous 
selection process before they 
are hired. 

“Both Cambodian and 
foreign teachers, even if they 
have phDs, need to sit for a test 
because sometimes they have the 
qualifications but lack teaching 
abilities. And if a professor is an 
accountant, we do not allow him 
to teach finance,” she added. 

CamEd is also accredited 
by ACCA, which is the largest 
professional accounting and 
auditing body in the world. 

in addition, it is also a 
member of the Asean University 
Network, which gives graduates 
ample opportunities to further 
their education in universities 
across the region. 

Academic qualifications are 
not the only emphasis at CamEd.   
students also have the chance 
to improve their soft skills and 
prepare for the workforce for 
when they graduate.

“teamwork activities include 
camping, as well as charity and 
cultural events. We also organ-
ise annual trips and study tours, 
both in Cambodia and abroad 
to encourage students to make 
friends, achieve their personal 
goals and enhance their experi-
ences and leadership qualities,” 
said sokuntheary. 

CamEd has also set up a 
career counselling section to as-
sist third year students find jobs 
after graduating. 

Master accounting, finance skills at CamEd 

Students keep 
learning with 
uninterrupted 
education 

CamEd Business School senior vice-president Sam Sokuntheary.   



WEstviEW Cam-
bodian interna-
tional school’s 
dedication to 

excellence sees the institution 
continuing to expand – with 
a new building to open next 
year – while its commitment to 
ensuring the highest standards 
meant it was to among the 
first 20 schools allowed to 
reopen following the Covid-19 
shutdown.

the school offers interna-
tional education from Grade 
7-12 “based on current best 
teaching practices”, with “a 
focus not only on academic 
excellence, but also the essential 
skills necessary to succeed in 
life, including growth mindset, 
resilience and perseverance”. 

its chairman Ly virak said 
Westview strives to bring the 
highest-quality Us-standard 
based curriculum to prepare stu-
dents to be socially committed 
and highly responsible leaders 
who are successful citizens at 
the regional and global levels.

“We offer quality secondary 
education as the great extension 
to [sister school] the Learning 
Jungle international school, 
which offers education from 
preschool to elementary. 

“Westview Cambodian inter-
national school offers interna-
tional secondary programme 
built from the world-renowned 
standards of education, Ameri-
can Common Core standards 
and the Khmer language, his-
tory and culture into one unique 
curriculum from Grades 7 to 12.

“Our mission is to educate 
Cambodian youth to be confi-
dent and equipped with global 
competencies, while embracing 
their Cambodian identity, cul-
ture and values,” virak said. 

Westview opened mid-2019 – 
with a ceremony presided over 
by hE Dr hang Chuon Naron, 
the minister of Education, Youth 
and sports – and has already 
outgrown its original facilities.

“We are currently construct-
ing a new school building 
adjacent to the current school, 
scheduled to be completed 
before August next year. this 
new building will comprise 
classrooms, a sports centre, a 
library and many other impor-
tant facilities, and be equipped 
with the latest technology,” 
virak said.

the standard of its spa-
cious, modern campus and the 
school’s strict adherence to 
the highest levels of hygiene 
and the safety of its students 
instilled such confidence that 
Westview was among the first 
20 schools allowed by the 
ministry of Education to reopen 
in August.  

virak stated proudly: “the 
ministry and parents have 
confidence in us because our 
operations are diligent. During 
the schools closure, our online 
learning – with the high teach-
ing standards and modern tech-
nology we use – was among the 
first to receive recognition from 
the ministry. 

“Our Western and local 
teachers are certified in their 
subject of teaching. We have 
dedicated qualified supporting 
staff and academic team who 

are passionate and committed to 
providing personalised support 
and care services to each indi-
vidual student to achieve their 
full potential. 

“We operate under the health 
and safety procedures, approved 
by the ministry of Education, 
Youth and sport, since the first 
phase of reopening. to further 
guarantee safety, we do not 
allow outsiders – even parents 
– to enter our premises, for 
example.

“When the government al-
lowed certain schools meet-
ing the highest standards for 
reopening in the first phase in 
August, we – Westview Cambo-

dian international school and 
the Learning Jungle interna-
tional school – were among the 
first 20 schools in Cambodia to 
receive permission to reopen.” 

Westview’s firm embrace 
of the integration of the latest 
technology in its curriculum 
before Covid-19 also helped it 
successfully transition to the 
online learning brought about 
by the outbreak, he added. 

“Before Covid-19, our 
students were already used 
to blended learning by using 
the school online resources to 
complete their class work and 
projects.

“We purchased new laptops 
and installed reliable internet 
in everyone’s homes, including 
international and local teachers, 
and administration team, in 
case staff need to work from 
home. 

“Our online learning con-
sisted of many live teaching 
sessions via Zoom, about four to 
five sessions of 45 minutes per 
day. We purchased new online 
learning resources, adding to 
our programme to make it more 
interactive and engaging for our 
students ranging from licensed 
math and science educational 
activities and interactive read-
ing and writing platforms to al-
low students to learn the subject 

content while having fun. 
“in addition – what sets us 

apart from other schools – we 
have academic and front office 
teams who work together even 
outside of their regular working 
hours via a one-on-one tele-
gram groups with every single 
student and parent to support 
them from technical issues to 
explaining lessons and motivate 
students to adjust to the new 
way of online learning and 
become independent learners. 
this is what has made our on-
line programme so successful,” 
virak said.

the school states it was 
founded with the intention of 
reshaping the youth of Cam-
bodia by providing a unique 
educational journey, which 
combines the best of both West-
ern and Cambodian cultures 
in order to push students to 
achieve and surpass even the 
highest international standards 
of education. 

And Westview’s compre-
hensive curriculum reflects 
this. Khmer language and 
the American Common Core 
standards – English Language 
Arts; mathematics; science; iCt; 

World history and Geography; 
health, Fitness and Wellness; 
and Fine Arts – are taught, with 
an option for Chinese as well.

With a focus on stEm (sci-
ence, technology, engineering 
and mathematics), Khmer so-
cial studies and extra-curricu-
lar activities, Westview strives 
to “equip students with the 
global knowledge and skills 
necessary to prepare them 
to be independent, lifelong 
learners, creative individu-
als, positive contributors and 
responsible, global thinkers, all 
while allowing them to retain 
the values that make them 
proud and productive Cambo-
dian citizens”.

“We aim to prepare our stu-
dents for the challenges of the 
current changing world. We 
seek to nurture their entrepre-
neurial spirit and develop their 
skills and abilities for creative 
thinking and problem solving 
for future learning and career 
placement. 

“together with parents and 
students, we are united in 
creating a caring, safe and 
nurturing environment in 
which every student has equal 
opportunities to further devel-
op their talents and interests 
to reach their full potential,” 
virak said. 
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Westview fuses best of Cambodia 
and West to offer top-class learning

Westview Cambodian International School is expanding, with a new building under construction. supplied

The school offers a ‘unique’ and comprehensive curriculum. supplied Westview has a focus on STEM. supplied

”
We are united in 
creating a caring 
environment in  
which every 
student has equal 
opportunities to reach 
their full potential
Ly VIrak / chairman Westview chairman Ly Virak. 
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SchoolS around the 
globe are challenged 
in bringing actual 
teaching to their stu-

dents online, and all of this 
since March and the onslaught 
of the covid-19 pandemic. 

Through careful planning 
and preparation, the Aus-
tralian International School 
Phnom Penh (AISPP) had 
systems in place to address 
this educational dilemma, 
even before the government 
was forced to close school 
campuses, its head of school 
states. 

“closing the schools here in 
cambodia was in keeping with 
educational regulations around 
the world, but the advances  
in technology were already 
here to support our teachers 
and our students to continue 
their learning.

“It is not nearly as engag-
ing for most students to have 
to learn online from behind a 
screen, separated from their 
friends and teacher, but for 
others it is advantageous. 

“Students who may be 
quiet while sitting in class 
all together with their peers 
seem to feel safer to speak up 
when online. Students who are 
more tech savvy than ‘paper 
and pencil-skilled’ may react 
differently to the classroom 
shifting into ‘their’ realm of 
technology. 

“There are many different 
levels of teaching and learn-
ing, and we are all getting 
better at them together. our 

students remain eager to learn, 
and our teachers keep trying 
new things to make the online 
experience more fun and 
engaging for the children,” 
said head  of school Betsy 
hanselmann.

one issue that parents have 
brought to attention, she noted, 
is the amount of time their 
child spends on their computer. 

“We realise how challeng-
ing it is for some parents to 
get their children to focus on 
actual learning when using 
their computer, as opposed to 
chatting with friends, playing 
games and distracting them-
selves from the learning with 
movies. 

“It may make it easier to 

remember that the tech items 
that we all use are rather ad-
dictive by nature. We want to 
use our phones all the time, 
just as students want to use 
their tech equipment. 

“We suggest that it is easier 
to monitor the actual use and 
actual learning and interaction 
with school work if the student 
sits in an area of the home 
where the parents can see what 
is on the screen. once they are 
alone in their bedroom, most 
young people succumb to the 
‘fun’ on their computer and 
not necessarily focus on their 
learning,” hanselmann said. 

She added that the Aus-
tralian curriculum is a very 
conscious choice for AISPP, as 

it is a solid, well designed cur-
riculum focusing on the learner 
in the centre. 

“The Australian curriculum 
puts curiosity and inquiry 
into every lesson and class-
room, which is a solid fit to 
match with the International 
Baccalaureate [IB] programme 
frameworks. The Australian 
curriculum is what we teach, 
and the IB is how we teach it.

“AISPP is proud to announce 
our third IB programme, the 
Middle Years Programme 
[MYP], having earned authori-
sation in october 2020. 

“The process included a vir-
tual visit from the MYP Team, 
lots of preparation work from 
our teaching team and the 

administration who are closely 
tied to the MYP, and of course 
the students and parents. 

“No school programme  
can be considered a good  
one without the children  
and their learning and input,” 
hanselmann said.

AISPP is a proud member 
of the Australian International 
School Association (AISA), 
and a global partner with Aus-
tralian Independent Schools 
New South Wales. 

It offers programmes for 
children aged two years old 
through to Grade 12. 

For more information about 
AISPP, visit: www.aispp.edu.
kh; or email: info@aispp.
edu.kh. 

education in the time of Covid: 
AISPP masters virtual classroom

The Australian Curriculum ‘puts curiosity and inquiry into every lesson and classroom’. 

AISPP teaches the Australian Curriculum through the International Baccalaureate programme. 

”
Our teachers keep 
trying new things 
to make the online 
experience more  
fun and engaging  
for the children

BeTSy HAnSelmAnn / AISPP 
heAd  Of SchOOl
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A cleAr set of desired 
student outcomes, 
supported by a robust 
curriculum and rigor-

ous assessment, is the bedrock of 
a good education system. 

But the heart and soul of a 
great education system are its 
teachers. 

Teachers bring the knowledge 
in textbooks to life through their 
engaging lessons. They care 
for and encourage every child. 
Teachers inspire students to 
overcome challenges in order to 
achieve their full potential. 

Much research goes into 
analysing the key features of 
successful education systems 
around the world. consistently, it 
is found that an important factor 
lies in the calibre of teachers. 

For most countries that 
have topped the charts in the 
oecD’s Programme for Interna-
tional Student Assessment (PISA) 

Study, such as Singapore and 
Finland, teaching is an attractive 
and respected profession with 
good career progression and 
leadership opportunities. 

Teachers in Singapore are 
selected from the top 30 per cent 
of each group to ensure they 
have a strong academic founda-
tion and content mastery of the 
subjects they are teaching. 

As well as pre-service train-
ing, teachers engage in continual 
professional development to 
hone their pedagogical skills and 
to reinforce the shared ethos of 
the teaching profession. 

Another success factor in 
Singapore’s education system 
is forward planning. To ensure 
that each generation of students 
is adequately prepared for the 
future, schools in Singapore have 
evolved through several phases – 
from a survival-driven industri-
alisation phase in the 1960s to 

the current values-driven and 
student-centric one. 

Yet, with each transition, 
some timeless wisdom holds 
true – a competent and com-
mitted teaching fraternity is 
able to adapt nimbly and lead 
students on the right path. More 
than intellectual knowledge, this 
requires teachers with a strong 
sense of duty and purpose. 

The late first prime minister 
of Singapore lee Kuan Yew 
said it in 1966 in an address to 
school principals: “No teacher 
can really perform his duty 
unless he feels he is doing 
something worthwhile. 

“every teacher in the class-
room must feel for and with his 
[pupils]. Unless he does that, the 
teacher cannot give the pupil 
something.” 

This belief that teachers play 
a pivotal role in the success of 
schools guides the recruitment, 
appraisal and training of academ-
ic staff at Singapore cambodia 
International Academy (ScIA). 
The school’s vision is to “inspire 
leaders for the global age”. 

To nurture leaders, teachers 
must themselves be role models 
of leadership, and ScIA actively 
seeks out teachers who care 
deeply about the holistic devel-
opment of every child. 

Beyond grades, teachers 
must champion the character 
development of their students, 
inculcating the right values and 
a passion to serve. 

Teachers are at the heart of a world-class 
education system: Lessons from Singapore 
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Teachers play a pivotal role in the success of schools.   SCIA actively seeks out teachers who care deeply about the holistic development of every child.   
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Learning needs to be fun, but now more than ever it must be safe. Measures such as social distancing and the wearing of face masks and shields, as well as regular hand washing and temperature 
monitoring, and the introduction of e-learning infrastructures, have been introduced in schools to ensure the welfare of students. Designed to keep Covid-19 away, students can learn with peace of mind.
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Safe learning is order of the day!
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