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Niem Chheng

T
HE Ministry of Health 
on Sunday night con-
firmed another 31 
cases of coronavirus 

infections, bringing the King-
dom’s total to 84 and it highest 
daily tally. There have been no 
fatalities thus far.

The latest cases were found 
in 29 French tourists and their 
two Cambodian tour guides in 
Sihanoukville, a day after two 
French tourists of the same 
group contracted the virus.

The tourists, including 12 
men and 17 women aged be-
tween 48 and 69, were among 
a total of 36 tourists visiting 

the coastal town. They ar-
rived on March 18 and were 
due to leave on Saturday.

All were staying at the Inde-
pendence Hotel, which has 
since been quarantined, said 
provincial police chief Chuon 
Narin. “We have put the sev-
en-storey hotel under strict 
quarantine,” he said in his 
report to higher authorities.

Meanwhile, Thai authori-
ties are shutting all border 
checkpoints with Cambo-
dia and hasresticted for-
eigners from entering the 
country by air as of Friday 
to halt the spread of Covid-
19. Thailand reported 188 
new infections on Sunday, 

raising its total to 599 cases.
In view of Thailand’s re-

strictions, a large num-
ber of Cambodian work-
ers from there rushed to 
enter the Kingdom just be-
fore the borders were closed.

Ministry of Health spokes-
man Or Vandine could not 
be reached for comment. 
It remains unclear if those 
migrant workers are at 
risk of spreading the virus.

Vandine issued a request to 
officials at all border check-
points to closely monitor the 
returning workers’ health. 
She said all checkpoints must 
have a quarantine team, and 
all workers must fill out a 
health form. She told officials 
to instruct migrant workers 
to self-quarantine for 14 days.

“Please do whatever pos-
sible to make them under-
stand the issue, and avoid 

spreading the disease to 
their families back home. 
Please pay high attention to 
this in order to avoid spread-
ing more Covid-19 in Cam-
bodia,” Vandine stressed.

In regards to the border, 
some checkpoints were 
closed last week, and the rest 
will be closed by Monday, 
said a Cambodian Embassy 

ContInued – page 4

May Kunmakara
 

THE National Bank of Cam-
bodia (NBC) has urged gov-
ernment ministries, finan-
cial institutions and the 
public to conduct cashless 
payments via electronic sys-
tems where possible to com-
bat the spread of Covid-19. 

“To contribute to the pre-
vention of Covid-19, the 
National Bank of Cambodia 
encourages financial institu-

tions to reduce the use and 
issuance of cheques for cash 
settlements and payments by 
utilising electronic payment 
systems where possible,” it 
said late last week.

Prasac executive vice-presi-
dent Say Sony said his institu-
tion has already put systems in 
place that allow clients to con-
duct electronic transactions. 
“Our clients can electronically 
transfer up to $100,000.

“Many merchants are 

using this method of pay-
ment with other Prasac 
account holding clients.

“There are other payment 
systems in place such as fast 
payment, central shared 
switch and the Bakong System 
initiative by NBC to enable 
clients and the public to carry 
out transactions across banks 
without using physical cash.

“We encourage our clients 
that use online platforms 
such as mobile banking, 

internet banking and all NBC 
systems to maximise social 
distancing and minimise the 
spread of Covid-19,” he said. 

Last year, Visa Inc’s 2018 Visa 
Consumer Payment Attitudes 
Study noted the rapid rate at 
which Cambodians are embrac-
ing digital payments.

In 2017, it said, the number 
of digital purchases made 
using Visa cards grew 58 per 
cent from 2016, with the total 
value rising 43 per cent.

“Seventy-nine per cent in the 
study said electronic payments 
were likely to be used in super-
markets within the next seven 
years. Sixty-one per cent said 
the same for large shopping 
malls and 49 per cent for retail 
chains and convenience 
stores.

“Some 24 per cent expressed 
their interest in mobile pay-
ments and roughly one third 
in contactless payments,” it 
reported. 

Virus tops
84 with 
new cases 
in S’ville

China 
leads in 
vaccine 
clinicals

NBC calls for cashless payments

THE first clinical trial of the nov-
el coronavirus vaccine in China 
has kicked off as volunteers tak-
ing part in the project started to 
share their experience on social 
media, a Chinese newspaper 
reported on Saturday.

On Thursday, a female volun-
teer posted two pictures of her 
taking the vaccine shot as a 
part of the phase 1 clinical trial 
for recombinant novel corona-
virus vaccine on China’s Twit-
ter-like social media platform 
Sina Weibo, according to the 
Science and Technology Daily.

The clinical trial was filed in 
the Chinese Clinical Trial Regis-
try on March 17.

According to its registration 
information, the trial is jointly 
sponsored by the Institute of Bio-
technology, Academy of Military 
Medical Sciences, People’s Lib-
eration Army and CanSino Bio-
logics Inc based in Tianjin.

The trial is being carried out 
on healthy adults between the 
ages of 18 and 60 in two med-
ical facilities in Wuhan, Hubei 
province. The study is set to be 
completed by Dec 31, accord-
ing to the registry.

All 108 volunteers are from 
Wuhan that was hit hard by the 
outbreak. They will receive a 
series of follow-up examina-
tions within six months after 
injection to see if their bodies 
have generated antibodies to 
the virus, the registry said,

Wang Junzhi, a senior expert 
on drug and vaccine develop-
ment, said earlier this month 
that China is simultaneously 
conducting nine vaccine devel-
opment projects, and most of 
them are expected to complete 
preclinical trials and begin 
human tests in April. In general, 
China’s vaccine development 
against Covid-19 is among the 
world’s front-runners, he added. 
CHINA DAILY/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Cambodian migrant workers in thailand rush to cross the border before it closes. SuppLIED
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Officials examine timber 
company for irregularities
Soth Koemsoeun

a
FTEr winning the 
rights to transfer 
large shipments of 
timber from mon-

dulkiri province to the rest of 
cambodia, Try Pheap Import 
Export co Ltd is being exam-
ined by 10 officials to ensure 
there are no irregularities 
in its operation, mondulkiri 
provincial forestry adminis-
tration director Um Van So-
pheak said.

The company had won 
timber auctions from the 
ministries of Environment, 
and agriculture, Forestry and 
Fisheries in September last 
year.

he said the company sent 
seven trucks from mondulkiri 
province to depots in Phnom 
Penh, Kampot, Prey Veng, 

Preah Vihear and Tbong Kh-
mum last week, and only 
three or four more trucks re-
mained.

“We have examined the ac-
tual activities of transporta-
tion, but there have not been 
any irregularities or overload-
ed timber. They respect the 

law, so we give them permis-
sion letters to transport it.

“We act on our duty and ad-
vice from upper-level author-
ities. We don’t do anything 
arbitrarily because someone 
accused us of not working 
well and committing irregu-

larities, so I want to make it 
clear,” he said.

On Sunday, Song Kheang, 
the provincial director of 
the Department of agricul-
ture, Forestry and Fisher-
ies, said they began the ex-
amination on march 17. he 
said he was unaware of the 

details of the matter.
Try Pheap representative 

Pol Pisal could not be reached 
for comment. 

at least seven separate per-
mission letters – all dated 
march 18 and issued by the 
Sen monorom forestry ad-

ministration – were seen by 
The Post on Sunday. The let-
ters stated it permitted Try 
Pheap representative Pol Pisal 
to transport over 122 cubic 
meters of first-grade timber.

adhoc senior land and 
natural resources officer Pen 
Bunna said the timber auc-
tion should have been held 
more widely with an inde-
pendent team as arbitrator 
and monitor.

he said the examination of 
timber transportation should 
be more diligently carried 
out because the company 
may take this opportunity 
to transport timber not pro-
cured from the auction.

“We want to have an inde-
pendent monitor from an 
NGO for this process to en-
sure transparency and jus-
tice,” he said.

Voun Dara

ThE ministry of Justice’s national commit-
tee, which is responsible for checking and 
evaluating convicts for possible clemency, 
is reviewing a list of 399 names, including 
those of 43 women, to reduce their prison 
terms or provide a pardon in conjunction 
with Khmer New Year.

a proposal to this effect was made af-
ter 22 Phnom Penh and provincial com-
mittees called for it.

ministry spokesman Kim Santepheap 
told The Post on Sunday that the national 
committee received requests from 22 pris-
ons and the committee of the ministry of 
Interior (with four correctional centres) 
to check and evaluate convicts to reduce 
their prison terms or provide a pardon.

“many cases suggested in the request 
include drug-related crimes. however, our 
national committee does not allow clem-
ency for drug-related and serious crimes.

“We give clemency to minor offenders, 
obedient convicts who follow prison rules 
properly and are close to their release date, 
and elderly or disabled convicts.

“Those who asked for a pardon are 
being checked thoroughly. We have fin-
ished checking and evaluating and are 

only waiting for some documents to be 
completed within next week,” he said. 

he said convicts who asked for a par-
don were equally considered, whether 
or not they belonged to a political party. 
according to court documents, there is 
no special note of whether convicts are 
activists of any parties.

“regardless of their political affiliation, 

they have equal rights as cambodian cit-
izens,” he said.

at last year’s Water Festival, the com-
mittees assessed 512 convicts for par-
doning, including 58 women. after eval-
uations were completed, the committee 
proposed Prime minister hun Sen and 
the King provide clemency for 90 con-
victs, including 17 women.

Long Kimmarita

ThE World Bank has approved 
two complementary grants to-
talling $7.67 million to support 
social accountability in key 
public services such as health 
centres, primary schools, and 
local administrations in 10 
provinces in cambodia.

an announcement on Fri-
day said access to public 
services in cambodia has im-
proved considerably in recent 
years, but quality continues 
to be a challenge.

The announcement states: 
“Both grants are intended to 
support the implementation 
of the second phase of the 
Social accountability Frame-
work (ISaF), which lasts from 
2019 to 2023.

“The Framework is an integral 
part of the government’s decen-
tralisation reform programme, 
which aims to strengthen the 
responsiveness of government 
to citizen needs.”

The first grant of $5.95 mil-
lion was awarded to World 
Vision International for so-
cial accountability activities, 
which include mobilising 
community facilitators to in-
form citizens of the services 
available to them.

Facilitators will develop com-
munity scorecards for citizens 
to evaluate the quality of public 
services and agree on joint action 
plans with service providers.

The second grant of $1.72 
million was awarded to the 
National committee for Sub-
national Democratic Devel-
opment Secretariat with the 
goal of improving the ability of 
government service providers 
to provide information to the 
public about their performance 
and use of funds and to better 
respond to citizen feedback.

“Strengthening citizen en-
gagement is one of the focus 
areas of the World Bank’s coun-
try Partnership Framework 

for cambodia,” said Inguna 
Dobraja, World Bank country 
manager for cambodia.

“The World Bank recognises 
the government’s Social ac-
countability Framework as a 
globally significant effort to 
complement investments in 
education, health, water and 
other services, with a systemat-
ic and sustainable approach to 
mobilising citizens and build-
ing the capacity of subnational 
authorities to hold service pro-
viders accountable.”

The secretary of state for the 
ministry of Interior Ngan cham-
roeun said the government is 
committed to improving citi-
zens’ rights and holding admin-
istrative workers accountable 
when they fail to effectively pro-
vide public services.

Scaling up social accountabil-
ity will increase the work capac-
ity of national administrators 
“by providing more effective 
services in response to social 
changes and citizens’ needs in 
the private sector”, he said.

The grants will cover service 
providers – including schools 
and health centres – in 10 
provinces. They are Banteay 
meanchey, Siem reap, Preah 
Vihear, Kampong Thom, 
Kampong chhnang, Kandal, 
Prey Veng, Svay rieng, Kep 
and Preah Sihanouk, said the 
announcement. 

World Vision International 
national director Daniel Sel-
vanayagam said: “Based on 
our learning and achieve-
ments over the past years, I 
believe this support will help 
strengthen the responsive-
ness of public services to meet 
the needs of service users.

“The Social accountability 
Framework represents a new 
era of public service provi-
sion by fostering construc-
tive dialogue at the grassroots 
level that will result in lasting 
changes especially for the 
vulnerable,” he said. 

ministry considers prison pardons

Public services get 
$7.67 million boost 
through World Bank 

The national commitee is reviewing a list of 399 names, including those of 43 women, to reduce 
their prison terms or provide a pardon in conjunction with Khmer New Year. facebook

National Military Police commander Sao Sokha (centre) after a crackdown on illegal timber in Mondulkiri province. grk

Adhoc senior land and natural 
resources officer Pen Bunna 

said the auction should have 
been held more widely
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Continued from page 1

and consulate document. While most 
checkpoints ban the travel of citizens 
and the transportation of goods, some 
will still allow goods to cross under 
strict conditions.

an announcement from the 
cambodian consulate office in 
Thailand’s Sa Kaeo province said 
Thai authorities announced the 
closure of all Thai-cambodia 
checkpoints in its five provinc-
es – Ubon ratchathani, Sisaket, 
Buriram, chanthaburi, and Trat.

all foreigners are also banned from 
entering Thailand by flight as of Fri-
day, according to the announcement. 

One of the new restrictions re-
quires all foreigners to have docu-
ments proving they are not infected 
with covid-19. a certified medical 
letter dated no later than 72 hours 
before the plane’s departure is re-
quired to receive a boarding pass.

Passengers must also have docu-
mented health insurance cover for at 
least $100,000 in medical expenses as 
well as any covid-19-related expens-
es, according to the announcement.

Secretariat of civil aviation spokes-
man Sin chan Sereyvutha said: “The 
conditions set [by Thailand] in re-
stricting flights is like a travel ban. 
Thailand has technically not banned 
travel, but it has put conditions that 
effectively make it a travel ban.

“as for cambodia, we don’t have 
any restrictions, except for pas-
sengers coming from countries 
we previously announced.”

Kim Sarom

ThE Takeo Provincial court 
charged four men on Satur-
day for killing a 15-year-old 
boy in Trapaing Koh village, 
in Tram Kak district’s Tra-
paing Thom Khang Tbong 
commune.

Provincial crime office di-
rector Sem Socheat said on 
Sunday that chhin Ly, 32, 
was the leader of the four 
and that investigating Judge 
hong Song heang charged 
and detained all of them in 
pre-trial detention at the 
provincial prison.

“The perpetrator was 
charged with murder under 
article 199, and the other 
three for violence with aggra-
vating circumstance under 
article 218 of the criminal 
code,” he said.

article 199 states that any-
one found guilty of murder 
faces up to 15 years in pris-
on. The remaining three ac-
cused face up to five years in 
jail with fines of up to 10 mil-
lion riel each.

Provincial prosecutor chiv 
chandara declined to com-
ment on the matter. 

Tram Kak district police 
chief Duk Thya said on Feb-
ruary 22, a group of eight 
gangsters had an argument 
with a smaller two-person 
gang.

The two fled the scene on 
a motorbike but one of the 
eight, chhin Ly, shot Doeun 
mao, 15, in the head with a 
slingshot, causing him to 
crash.

mao died from injuries 
while being transported to 
the district hospital. The 
other victim, Nob Bunthy, 
15, was also attacked and 
suffered a broken hand.

Takeo police coordinated 
with The ministry of Interior’s 
crime department to locate 
the ringleader and his accom-
plices. They were arrested last 
week in Phnom Penh, where 
they had fled. “Now, we are 
searching for the remaining 
four suspects,” he said.

In a separate case, police 
sent a 22-year-old man to 
the Phnom Penh municipal 
court on Sunday for stabbing 
a security guard to death with 
a knife in the capital’s Boeung 
Keng Kang district on Thurs-
day, district police chief Sim 
Piseth said.

he said the victim and the 
suspect worked together at 
cSc, a private security com-
pany. he confessed that he 
killed the victim because he 
was furious with him after 
he insulted him and that he 
looked like a drug user.  Drugs 
were found in the victim’s 
system after police tested his 
urine.

Thai gov’t 
shuts border 
checkpoints

Police: Four held in 
death of 15-year-old, 
four more on the run

ministry calls for home schooling

ministry seizes counterfeit alcohol

Ry Sochan

m
INISTEr of Education, 
Youth and Sport, hang 
chuon Naron appealed 
to parents of students 

to provide home education in a 
proper environment and help them 
obtain more learning materials. 

The ministry also allowed schools to 
take a premature vacation after sever-
al people tested positive for covid-19.

In a Facebook post, chuon Naron 
said that to guarantee the continu-
ity of studies, the ministry requested 
parents to provide home education 
in a proper environment with tables 
and chairs. If possible, there should 
be computers with internet connec-
tion too.

“Dear parents and guardians, please 
help your children by providing more 
learning materials,” he said.

“The students will use the books 
set out by the ministry and also look 
for more information on Youtube, 
Facebook and the ministry’s web-
site, which has reproduced each 
previous lesson,” he said.

he also appealed to parents to 
explain to their children about the 
spread of covid-19 and ways to pre-
vent the disease, lest they live in fear.

at present, he said, the disease 
had not yet worsened. But all fami-
lies were required to closely follow 
the developments of the disease 
daily and join the government in 
stopping its spread.

“I request all parents and guard-
ians to kindly advise their children 
not to hang out at places where the 
risk of infection is high.

“Please advise them to practice 
personal hygiene, wash hands with 

soap often and thoroughly, and es-
pecially follow the guidelines laid 
out by the ministry,” he said.

The ministry allowed students rang-
ing from pre-schools to higher-edu-
cation in both the public and private 
sectors to take a break from march 
16 until further notice to prevent and 
stop the spread of covid-19.

It also appealed to parents to 
encourage their children to stay 
away from places with a high risk 
of possible infections such as pub-

lic swimming pools, gymnasiums, 
playgrounds and public parks.

On march 13, the ministry put in mo-
tion an e-learning programme where 
students can study free of charge, on 
social media, Facebook, YouTube and 
the ministry’s website.

Students can learn six subjects – 
mathematics, history, physics, chem-
istry, biology and Khmer literature.  

cambodian Independent Teach-
ers’ association president Ouk 
chayavy told The Post on Sunday 

that so far, mobile phone internet 
connections seemed to be weak and 
slow.  Sometimes service fees were 
charged too quickly.

“If it is like today, I think that there is 
not a lot to gain because we see that the 
phone system seems to cost too much. 
This will make people run out of money 
even quicker if they use the system.”

“The government and the ministry 
of Posts and Telecommunications 
should do whatever it takes for self-
study to work well,” she said.

Soth Koemsoeun

a N T I-E c onom ic c r i me 
Department officials at the 
m i n i s t r y  of  I nt e r i or 
announced the seizure of 
around 4,000 litres of fake 
alcohol, which was imported 
and due to be sold illegally in 
the Kingdom.

The department’s deputy 
director Long Sreng said on 
Sunday that on Saturday, 
Boueng Keng Kang district 
police officers, in collabora-
tion with his department, 
Phnom Penh municipal 
court deputy prosecutor Say 
Nora and ministry of health 
Drug control agency officer 
Touch Phalla, raided a loca-
tion storing and distributing 
methanol in the district’s 
Tuol Svay Prey I commune, 
in the capital.

house owner, Lim huy, 61, 
was made to sign a contract 
agreeing to stop the import 
and distribution of fake  
alcohol.

The methanol, which is not 
suitable for hand washing 
and will not protect against 
covid-19, was seized and is 
now being kept at the min-
istry of Industry and handi-
craft’s Institute of Standards 
of cambodia.

Sreng said the seized items 
included 19 yellow buckets 
of methanol weighing 163kg 
each, 75 jerry cans and pump-
ing equipment.

“after the raid, the owner 
was required to sign a con-
tract agreeing to stop import-

ing and distributing fake alco-
hol. The seized products were 
handed over to the Institute 
of Standards of cambodia.

“We are continuing to carry 
out raids and crackdown on 
counterfeit products. I will 
not reveal any identities yet, 
but we have a further three 
raids planned next week,” he 
said.

Boueng Keng Kang district 
police chief Lim Piseth said 
on Sunday that the owner 
had attempted to import the 
alcohol in secret, knowing it 
was illegal. 

Sreng said: “If the product 
is made of methanol when 
we dip cotton wool in it and 
burn it, the flames will be in-
visible to us. however, when 
we do the same with ethanol, 
the flame is yellow.

“another way to assess the 
content is when we wash 
hands with methanol, our 
hands dry in a few minutes. 
however with ethanol, it will 
take longer and the user will 
identify a slippery substance 
when applied,” he said.

On march 18, officials from 
the cambodia Import-Ex-

port Inspection and Fraud 
repression Directorate-
General (camcontrol) said 
they were continuing to in-
spect pharmacies around 
the Olympic market area.

They said that the operation 
has resulted in many litres 
of fake alcohol being seized 
while on sale.

camcontrol called on the 
people not to buy any alco-
hol products without the cor-
rect trademarks and ethanol 
content, as it could mean 
the product does not protect 
against covid-19. 

On March 13, the ministry put in motion an e-learning programme where students can study free of charge. facebook

CamControl officials crack down on fake alcohol in Toul Svay Prey I Commune in the capital’s Boeung  
Kengkong district. police 



Voun Dara

M
INISTER of In-
terior Sar Kheng 
warned that those 
who spread mis-

information about Covid-19 to 
disrupt society would be held 
accountable before the law. 

“The whole world is stand-
ing in solidarity to prevent 
Covid-19 from spreading, and 
Cambodia is doing the same. I 
still continue to ask that we put 
individual interests aside, and 
put the people’s interests first, 
regardless of ethnicity. We are 
united for the common good.

“There are two separate 
problems. The first is related 
to misinformation, which 
is sometimes against the 
government but within the 
framework of democracy.

“They accuse the govern-
ment of not caring or criticise 
this or that.  If the information 
is correct, we have to accept it. 
But if it is false and is spread 
just to sensationalise certain 
matters, then that is wrong.

“I ask that these people 
please kindly refrain from do-

ing such things in the interest 
of remaining united to protect 
lives, society and our people.

“Now, we have a problem 
with Covid-19. So accord-
ing to our laws, it can be said 
that those who still use false 
rhetoric to stir chaos about 
the diease could be held ac-
countable,” he said.

As Covid-19 infections rise 
in Cambodia, Sar Kheng also 
appealed to all Cambodians, 
saying they shouldn’t dis-
criminate against people of 
different ethnicity.

“Samdech Techo said that 
there is no need to divide be-
tween Cambodian Muslims, 
this Khmer, that Khmer. Our 
Cambodian brothers and 
sisters have already dissemi-
nated this point. The Ministry 
of Interior also issued this in-
struction to provinces.

“We don’t need to discrimi-
nate against Cambodian 
Muslims. No matter which 
nationals come to Cambo-
dia during this problematic 
time, we mustn’t discriminate 
against them either,” he said.

On March 18, the Ministry 

of Information accused 47 
Facebook users and pages of 
spreading misinformation re-
garding the novel coronavirus 
outbreak. The users shared 
fake news to smear the gov-

ernment and cause fear, ac-
cording to the ministry.

The users received a warn-
ing from the ministry, inform-
ing them that they will be 
punished if they don’t change 

course immediately.
“Despite efforts by the Min-

istry of Information, other 
relevant ministries and insti-
tutions, the public, and journal-
ists, some Facebook users have 

created fake news to cheat, fab-
ricate, mislead and change the 
Covid-19 situation to smear the 
government and create fear,” 
the Ministry of Information 
said in a statement.
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Interior Minister Sar Kheng warns of legal measures on fake news creators. FACEBOOK

Government 
warns against 
spreading fake 
Covid-19 news

King orders new appeal 
court staff appointments 
Voun Dara

KING Norodom Sihamoni has 
issued a royal decree ordering 
the appointment of 18 judges 
across the three newly estab-
lished regional Appeal 
Courts.

Of the number, a set of six 
appeal court judges have each 
been appointed to Tbong 
Khmum, Battambang and 
Preah Sihanouk provinces.  

The royal decree, signed by 
the King on March 19, ordered 
the appointment of Ty Sam-
nang, a first-grade judge, and 
Riel Sophin, a first-grade pros-
ecutor along with four Grade 
3-4 judges as Tbong Khmum 
appeal court judges.

Grade 3 judges Y Kheang and 
Mong Mony Sophea, along 
with four Grade 3-4 judges and 
Grade 2-4 prosecutors were 
appointed as Battambang 
appeal court judges .

Suon Samnang, a Grade 5 
Supreme Court judge and Yab 
Meta, a Grade 6 Supreme 
Court judge, along with four 
Grade 1, 3 and 4 judges and 
Grade 4 prosecutors were 
appointed as Preah Sihanouk 
appeal court judges. 

On August 17, last year, the 
King issued a royal decree 
founding the Phnom Penh 
municipal, Tbong Khmum, 
Battambang and Preah Siha-
nouk provincial appeal 
courts.

On February 20, this year, he 
issued a royal decree ordering 

the appointment of the Grade 
1 supreme court judge Mong 
Mony Chakrya as Tbong 
Khmum appeal court president 
and prosecutor Veng Bunthoe-
un as Tbong Khmum appeal 
court deputy president.

Judge Sam Bunthon was 
appoi nted Bat t a mba ng 
appeal court president and 
Judge Thou Mony as Battam-
bang appeal court deputy 
president.

Judge Pak Chan Sambo was 
appointed Preah Sihanouk 
appeal court deputy president. 
The position of president 
remains vacant.

In his decree, the King also 
ordered the appointment of 12 
prosecutor-generals, deputy 
prosecutor-generals and pros-
ecutors for the regional appeal 
courts.

he also ordered 32 vice-
presidents and judges and 15 

prosecutors and deputy pros-
ecutors to be transferred and 
appointed to the lower courts, 
the Phnom Penh Municipal 
Court and as provincial pros-
ecutors across the country.

Ministry of Justice spokes-
man Chin Malin told The Post 
on February 23 that the three 
regional appeal courts would 
begin operations from April 1.

“Officials are appointed 
based on qualifications, expe-
rience, capacity and relevant 
educational background to 
ensure they are tailored to their 
roles and duties.

“The Supreme Council of 
Magistracy has decided on all 
appointments after lengthy 
discussions regarding the can-
didate’s reputation and capac-
ity,” he said.

he said the founding of the 
appeal courts was to improve 
public accessibility.

King Norodom Sihamoni has signed an order to appiont 18 new judges 
for the newly established regional appeal courts. Fn



Khouth Sophak Chakrya

FOUR teenage monks from 
two different pagodas were 
sent to the chief of the pagoda 
for defrocking before being 
sent to the Drug Addict Relief 
Association.

Kampot provincial police 
chief Mao Chanmathurith 
told The Post on Sunday that 
anti-drug police from Kam-
pot police station arrested the 
four monks on Friday.

Two of them were arrested 
in Dang Tong district and two 
others in Chhouk district for 
drug use. The person who 
supplied them with the drugs 
was also detained.

Chanmathurith said the 
four monks were taken to the 
pagoda chief for defrocking. 
They were instructed not to 
consume drugs again and 
told to sign a contract to that 
effect.

The four were then allowed 
to return to their families, but 
their parents asked authori-
ties to help them deal with 
their drug addictions.

“We did not send the case 
of the four monks to court, 
but taught them to stop us-
ing drugs and handed them 
over to their parents,” Chan-
mathurith said. 

“However, their parents 
asked us to help them recover 
from drug addiction. There-
fore, we sent them to Drug 
Addict Relief Association in 
Kampot,” Chanmathurith 
said. 

He said the alleged drug 
trafficker, 22, who lives in 
Dang Tong district was sent 
to the court on Saturday. 
Kampot provincial court de-
cided to detain him for drug 
dealing.

According to the report 
from the anti-drug office, the 
monks are between 15 and 17 
years old. 

A 56-year-old farmer 
from Chhouk district Heng 
Phearak told The Post that 

some parents asked the chief 
monk to allow youths to be-
come monks as they were 
spoiled and could no longer 
be educated.

They hoped their children 
would become better people 
if they became monks.

However, they did not think 
of the negative consequenc-
es, like some of their children  
disgracing Buddhism, the 
state religion.

“Before people enter the 
monkhood, it is important to 
know their character as they 
could affect the dignity of 
other monks and degrade the 
value of Buddhism,” he said.

Dang Tong district deputy 
chief monk Peng Sam Ath 
told The Post that he could 
not hide these troublesome 
findings from the authorities.  

“Before allowing someone 
to become a monk, I always 
ask for their history and 
health record from the par-
ents. It is not entirely up to 
me,” said Sam Ath. 

Ministry of Cults and Re-
ligion spokesman Seng 
Somony told The Post that 
the problems of Buddhism 
in Cambodia are normally 
caused by individuals in the 
community. 

“In the case of monks abus-
ing drugs at the pagoda, this 
problem was caused by an 
outsider who persuaded the 
novices to try it. He mixed the 
drug with Coca-Cola. So the 
monks are really the victims,” 
he said. 

The ministry said all monks 
should advocate against 
drugs, especially those who 
have roles as educators with-
in the monkhood.

“It includes not allowing 
someone who used to com-
mit wrongdoing, for instance, 
to become a monk”, said 
Somony.
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Ry Sochan

THE Apsara National Author-
ity (ANA) has said that repair 
work on a colonial-era french 
watergate in the Angkor Ar-
chaeological Park is expect-
ed to be completed before 
Khmer New Year.

The work aims to improve 
the value and quality of the 
structure, which is one of the 
main reservoirs in the region 
that is used to store water for 
the dry season.

The current repair work on 
the watergate project located 
by the Siem Reap River, north 
of the Ta Nei temple, is set to be 
completed before Khmer New 
Year arrives, according to an 
ANA Facebook post on Friday.

“The gate collects water from 
the Kulen Mountain and dis-

tributes it to the Siem Reap 
River, Baray reservoir and all 
irrigation systems connected to 
it,” the post read.

“It is also the main point 
preventing flooding in Siem 
Reap during the rainy sea-
son,” ANA said in the Face-
book post. 

ANA’s deputy director of the 
water management depart-
ment Phoeun Sokhim said 
the water storage system had 
deteriorated due to its age 
and weather impacts. 

He said this caused the 
foundations of the building 
to decay, affecting its water 
storing capacity.

“On February 20, the team be-
gan repairs on the foundation 
by laying concrete reinforce-
ments and improving overall 
waterproofing on the gate,” ac-

cording to the Facebook post.
“The work is progress-

ing well and the project will 
be completed by the end of 
March this year,” Sokhim said.

He said the gate was first 
built by the French around 
the 1930s. “In the 1960s, an 
American infrastructure proj-
ect added steel doors which 
allowed the gate to be opened 
and closed based on the wa-
ter flow into the West Baray 
reservoir through the Ameri-
can-dug Canal A,” he said.

On Friday, ANA also began 
repairs on Kandal Srah Srong 
temple. It said the temple was 
built during King Jayavarman 
VII’s reign in the 12th century. 
The temple has inscriptions 
detailing King Jayavarman 
VII’s activities during his visits 
to the region.

Colonial reservoir gate repairs 
to be complete before New Year 

CEO held for fraud in S Reap

Monks defrocked 
over drug use in 
Kampot pagodas

Long Kimmarita

O
VER 200 individu-
als gathered in 
front of the Siem 
Reap Provincial 

Court last week to ask that 
Dim Suonnath, the CEO of 
a real estate company being 
held for fraud, take responsi-
bility for compensating some 
2,000 residents who invested 
with him. The request was 
denied.

Suonnath responded with a 
letter requesting to be released 
on bail and promising to pay 
compensation acording to 
people’s original investments, 
if he is indeed released.

Suonnath, the CEO of Enar-
ita Development Co Ltd, has 
been held in detention for the 
last eight months, pending a 
hearing after the police arrest-
ed him for fraud and issuing 
fake cheques.

Siem Reap Provincial Court 
spokesman Yin Srang told 
The Post on Sunday that the 
investors’ request could not 
be granted.

The court would not release 

Suonnath either because the 
case is still pending. The court 
concluded an investigation al-
ready, and it will hold a hear-
ing soon. The residents were 
asked to wait for the court’s 
decision.

“The court is continuing to 
investigate the case because 
this matter consists of many 
cases. It is their right to gather 
but it is unrelated to court 
procedures,” Srang said.

“The prosecutor has clari-
fied the case to the protesters 
and explained that the court 
will implement procedures ac-
cording to each case,” he said.

Srang added that while the 
case is now under the court’s 
jurisdiction, it  is also be-
ing handled by the Ministry 
of Interior, because plain-
tiffs brought the case to the 
 ministry.

The court is investigating 
Suonnath’s actual properties 
first. 

“When the court concludes 
the investigation, it will open 
a hearing. If the case is not 
concluded, it means that the 
court is continuing to inves-

tigate it,” Srang said.
While he was unsure how 

much money was involved in 
the case, he said the provin-
cial court president and the 
prosecutor had gathered the 
evidence and reported it to 
the senior leadership.

Suonnath is from Thmai 
commune, Sen Sok district, 
in Phnom Penh. His company 
comprises of seven subsidiar-
ies across the Kingdom.

The company invested in 
several sectors such as land, 
coffee, pure drinking water 
and education.

Its main branches are in 
Phnom Penh and Siem Reap 
while various provinces have 
smaller branches with mar-
keting managers at the helm. 

The Siem Reap Provincial 
Court decided to detain Suon-
nath and charge him with two 
counts of fraud and issuing fake 
cheques in July of last year after 
residents sued him for hun-
dreds of millions of dollars.

The company’s owner could 
not be reached on Sunday, 
while the court declined to 
provide contact details. 

Ung Sopanha, one of 200 vic-
tims, told The Post on Sunday 
that the protesters aimed to 
seek intervention from Prime 
Minister Hun Sen in the hope 
that he would help those who 
invested in the company.

“Hundreds of families who in-
vested with the firm are having 
extreme difficulties. They have 
no money to pay the banks, 
or for private matters. Some of 
them don’t dare to go to their 
hometowns because they don’t 
dare face their creditors.

“All residents are waiting 
impatiently for a solution 
from Suonnath, as promised 
in the letter,” he said.

One of Suonnath’s 10 lawyers 
who asked not to be named 
said continuing to detain his 
client for a long time and with-
out closing the investigation 
would affect the rights of the 
accused as stated in the law.

“Detaining him for a very 
long time affects the civil 
rights of my client. As a de-
fence lawyer, I want the court 
to speed up the process in de-
ciding whether the victim is 
guilty or not,” he said.

Over 200 Siem Reap residents have asked Prime Minister Hun Sen to release Enarita CEO Dim Suon Nat. supplied

Workers renovate the colonial era French flood gates used to store water during the dry season. ana
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Thou Vireak

THE Council for the Develop-
ment of Cambodia (CDC) has 
approved three projects worth 
a combined $7 million this 
week. They are expected to 
create some 1,820 jobs.

All three projects are based 
in the garment sector and 
highlight its continued attrac-
tiveness for investors into the 
Kingdom.

Among the green-lighted ven-
tures approved by the CDC is 
MIL United Manufacturing Co 
Ltd with a capital investment of 
$2.3 million in Kandal’s prov-
ince Kandal Stung district.

The rest are Jin Ming Li Jian 
One Co Ltd with capital invest-
ment $2.3 million in Kampong 
Spue’s province Kong Pisey 
district and the Suzen (Cam-
bodia) Industrial Co Ltd with 
$2.4 million. It will build a fac-
tory in Tbong Khum province’s 
Suong Town municipality.

The vice-president of the 
Cambodia Chamber of Com-
merce Lim Heng said: “The 
Kingdom’s law has encouraged 
more foreign investors.”

There are now a total of 1,730 
factories operating in the King-
dom, a ministry report said.

During the first eight months 
of last year, the CDC approved 
222 projects worth more than 
$6 billion, an increase of 81 
projects worth $1.88 billion in 
the same period in 2018.

CDC secretary-general Sok 
Chenda Sophea last month 
said they continue to receive 

applications for new projects 
despite recent challenges to 
the local economy, such as the 
EU’s partial cancellation of 
Cambodia’s Everything But 
Arms (EBA) scheme and the 
global outbreak of the novel 
coronavirus.

“Despite the thunderstorm 
of bad news, in January and 
February, investment into the 
country did not decline,” 
Chenda Sophea said.

“Some projects have been 
put on hold or cancelled, but 
new investors have come in,” 
he said.
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Cross-border 
deal inked to 
maintain trade 
amid Covid-19
Thou Vireak 

C
AMBODIA and Viet-
nam have agreed to 
allow cargo trailers 
to enter the com-

mon Bavet-Moc Bai border, 
located in Cambodia’ Svay 
rieng province (Bavet) and 
Vietnam’s Tay Ninh province 
(Moc Bai) after movement 
restrictions were enforced to 
prevent a Covid-19 outbreak.

The decision was made in 
the meeting last week led by 
Cambodia’s director-general 
of Customs and Excise Kun 
Nhim, Svay rieng provincial 
governor Men Vibol and the 
Vietnamese authorities, a 
press release said.

It said both parties agreed 
to cargo trailers entering the 
border gates “white zone” 
with some rules such as 
changing drivers, the truck 
cab and containers, it said. 
The rules apply until the 
novel coronavirus situation is 
under control.

It said Cambodian authorities 
have allowed Vietnamese cargo 
trailers to pass through its dry 
ports and facilitate distribution, 
but drivers must wear a full an-
ti-virus protective suit.

The officials sought co-
operation from the relevant 
Vietnamese authorities to en-
sure that drivers followed the 
guidelines to the letter. The 
rules will apply to all border 
areas of Vietnam’s Tay Ninh 
province.

“Both parties have agreed 
to disseminate the rules to 
businesses involved in the 
delivery of goods.

“To resolve congestion at 
the border, the two sides de-
cided to implement the rules 
immediately and agreed that 
Customs authorities will facil-
itate operations until 10 pm,” 
it said.

Cambodia Freight Forward-
ers Association president Sin 
Chanthy told The Post on Sun-
day that the rules will help to 
facilitate cross-border trade 

between the two countries. 
“Now, both sides can export 

and import goods properly. 
raw material that is imported 
from China can reach gar-
ment factories in Bavet town 
on time,” Chanthy said.

Leaders of the two coun-
tries have pledged to achieve 
$5 billion in annual trade by 
the end of the year.

An official of the Vietnam-
ese Embassy in Cambodia 

who asked not to be named 
told The Post last week that al-
though Vietnam is strengthen-
ing measures along the border 
crossing due to the growing 
threat of Covid-19 infections, 
both countries remain com-
mitted to bilateral trade.

“Trade activities still hap-
pen as usual. Officials at 
Vietnam’s borders with Cam-
bodia will cooperate closely 
with Cambodian authorities 

to ensure the procedures and 
rules are carried efficiently 
and properly.

“I think a decrease in bilat-
eral trade volume cannot be 
avoided because the pandem-
ic negatively impacts on all 
economies in the world, not 
only Vietnam or Cambodia.

“But on the Vietnamese 
side, we have already pre-
pared trade promotion plans 
to increase our economic 

cooperation as soon as the 
disease is under control. So, 
please believe that our eco-
nomic cooperation will re-
cover soon,” said the official. 

Data from the Vietnam Em-
bassy said last year’s trade 
reached $4.7 billion, an increase 
of 23.8 per cent from 2017.

The Cambodian government 
also closed some border check-
point between Cambodia and 
Thailand border.

Cambodian aquaculture 
eyes international export
Hin Pisei  

THE chief of the Fisheries 
Administration at the Ministry 
of Agriculture, Forestry and 
Fisheries Eng Cheasan told The 
Post on Sunday that Cambodia 
is expecting to begin official 
exports of its aquaculture prod-
ucts to the international mar-
ket within the next few years. 

Cheasan also said Cambodia 
is currently studying the pos-
sibility of increasing aquacul-
ture investment to enhance its 
official export capacity to the 
international market. 

He said Cambodia had 
already exported aquaculture 
products to neighbouring 
countries and Japan but on an 
unofficial, trial basis.  

“We hope that in the next 
few years, Cambodian aquac-
ulture products will officially 
be exported to China, the EU 
and Japan,” he said.

He also said to do so, Cambo-
dia needs to strive to expand fish 
farming and hygiene quality in 
line with export standards.

“With an increasing popula-
tion, Cambodia needs to work 

harder to invest in aquaculture 
to meet growing domestic 
demand and begin exporting 
officially to international mar-
kets,” he said.

According to Cheasan, for 
the last few years, Cambodia’s 
aquaculture production has 
increased by an average of 20 
per cent annually. However, he 
said the number compared 
with neighbouring countries 
is relatively low.

Last weekend, a meeting 
between Minister of Agricul-
ture, Forestry and Fisheries 
Veng Sakhon and Fumiaki 
Takahashi, the president of the 
Japan-Cambodia Association 
and former Japanese Ambas-
sador to Cambodia, revealed 
that the Kingdom offered Jap-
anese investors good opportu-
nities, especially in the aqua-
culture sector.

At the meeting, the Japanese 
officials said there was a Japa-
nese company currently study-
ing the possibility of investing 
in aquaculture for processing 
and export to Japan.

They also said that given the 
investment opportunities 

available, they plan to bring a 
delegation of leading Japanese 
trading companies to visit 
Cambodia in December to 
learn more about investment 
opportunities, government 
policies and conditions.

In response, Sakhon men-
tioned that the agriculture, for-
estry and fisheries sector in 
Cambodia had made significant 
progress in recent years through 
the agricultural development 
policy plan for 2019-2023.

He said investment in aqua-
culture would be very benefi-
cial for Cambodia, and he 
expressed his support to 
encourage Japanese compa-
nies to invest in the sector.

“Fish farming has contributed 
to helping farmers as a means 
of employment and to reduce 
fishing, which has caused hauls 
to fall due to demand and cli-
mate change,” he said.

The Ministry of Agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries’ annual 
report in 2019 showed that in 
aquaculture, fish and shrimp 
farming accounted for 307,408 
tonnes – an increase of 53,360 
tonnes compared to 2018.

Garment 
sector still
attracting  
investors

The Cambodian-Vietnamese border in Bavet, Svay Rieng province. Both parties agreed to cargo trailers entering the border gates ‘white zone’ 
with some rules such as changing drivers, the truck cab and containers. supplied

The CDC continues to approve garment industry investment despite 
global pressure. post staff
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crude reality: Price crash, spending slashed
c

onfronted with 
a dizzying drop in 
prices, oil firms face 
a real challenge as 

they try to cut investment 
spending in order to survive 
a coronavirus-induced col-
lapse in demand coupled 
with a russia-Saudi arabia 
price war.

Investment in oil explora-
tion and production was set to 
hit just over half a trillion dol-
lars this year, according to the 
french research body IfPen, 
as firms sought to maintain 
and expand output.

But the emergence of the 
coronavirus, which has seen 
nations across the world 
confine citizens at home and 
shutter businesses to slow its 
spread, has upended all fore-
casts.

the International energy 
agency, which advises oil-
importing nations on energy 
policy, now expects the first 
annual drop in oil demand 
since the 2009 global financial 
crisis, as the global economy 
tips into recession.

the main international 
benchmark, Brent crude, has 
fallen from just shy of $60 per 
barrel to under $25 this week, 
before regaining some lost 
ground.

the main US benchmark, 
WtI, tumbled from nearly $54 
to just over $20.

not all of the drop is due to 
the coronavirus.

the price of oil had been 
supported for the past couple 
of years by production limits 
agreed by the opec oil car-
tel led by Saudi arabia and a 
number of other producers 
including russia.

however russia and Saudi 
arabia failed to agree earlier 
this month on deeper cuts 
to take account of falling de-
mand due to the coronavirus 
pandemic.

Saudi arabia subsequent-
ly slashed prices and an-
nounced it would boost out-
put and russia followed suit, 
leading to the vertiginous 
drop in prices.

‘Unprecedented’ 
Saudi aramco says it will cut 

investment to $25-$30 billion 
this year, a modest drop on 
the $32.8 billion it spent last 
year.

“Based on this unprecedent-
ed environment, we are evalu-
ating all appropriate steps to 
significantly reduce capital 
and operating expenses in the 
near term,” said exxon mobil 
corporation’s chief executive 
darren Woods. 

British oil major BP is tar-
geting a 20 per cent drop in 
spending this year, its chief 
financial officer Brian Gil-
vary said in an interview on 
Bloomberg television.

there are also many small-
er oil companies who may 
struggle.

“the medium-sized inde-
pendent companies will be hit 
hard,” said moez ajmi at au-
diting firm eY in france.

the boom in shale oil pro-
duction made the US the 
world’s top producer and even 
a net exporter, but the indus-
try is fragile.

many of the independent 
shale firms have been built on 
debt and even before the drop 
in prices had trouble turning a 
profit, according to analysts. 

environmental activists can 
barely hide their joy at the 
difficulties the oil industry 
faces.

“We consider it is pretty 
much good news considering 
that these projects shouldn’t 
see the light of day given the 
urgency of climate change,” 
said cecile marchand of the 
french chapter of friends of 
the earth.

She acknowledged aban-
doning these projects may not 
be permanent unless major 
political and economic policy 
changes are made. 

marchand also warned of 
the risk of “a concentration of 
the market in the hands of the 
majors who are more resilient 
that the small firms.”

elmes at Warwick Business 
School said some positive out-

comes were also possible.
the european oil and gas 

majors have already indi-
cated they intend to reduce 
their reliance on these fuels 
and become more active in 
renewables such as wind and 
solar.

the industry as a whole may 
also find it is no longer the 
darling of investors.

“Bankers will throw up their 

hands and bend to the pres-
sure from institutional inves-
tors now demanding trans-
parency for the emissions 
associated with their invest-
ments,” said elmes. 

“the profitability of the oil 
and gas sector used to be at-
tractively high but now it has 
the worst return over the last 
five years across 33 different 
industries,” he noted. AFP

mcconnell: US closer to $1t covid-19 deal
US Senate leader mitch mcconnell 
said on Saturday that republicans and 
democrats were “very close” to reach-
ing a deal on an economic rescue plan 
estimated worth well over $1 trillion 
as the coronavirus pandemic contin-
ued to pummel the US economy.

Lawmakers were in intense dis-
cussions on a deal that could inject 
massive funds into US businesses 
and the pockets of millions of work-
ers laid off as the covid-19 virus 
continues to spread.

“the past two days of intense 
bipartisan talks are very close to a 
resolution,” mcconnell, the repub-
lican Senate majority leader, said in 
a statement.

“I believe we are poised to deliver 
the significant relief that americans 
need with the speed that this crisis 
demands.”

chuck Schumer, the top democrat 
in the Senate, told cnn late Saturday 
that he was “very optimistic” that the 
lawmakers could reach a deal.

“If you can’t work because your 
business is closed for all the obvious 
reasons, you will get your full pay from 
the federal government and this 
unemployment insurance on steroids 
will cover all workers” for four months, 
he said. 

the amount of relief being discussed 
is about “a trillion and a quarter,” but 
could go as high as two trillion dollars, 
Schumer said.

“conceptually I think we’re there,” 
he said.

mcconnell’s proposal includes one-
time “recovery rebates” of up to $1,200 

for most adults, and hundreds of bil-
lions of dollars in loan guarantees to 
crisis-hit industries, including air-
lines, and to small businesses.

democrats continued to press for 
more benefits to go directly to workers 
who lose their jobs.

Schumer demanded a sweeping 
expansion of unemployment insur-
ance that would provide furloughed 
and laid-off workers the same month-
ly pay that they had before the coro-

navirus crisis erupted.
he also called for more support for 

the beleaguered public health care 
industry, and for state and local gov-
ernments which he said are running 
out of cash.

White house officials said the total 
value of the legislation could hit $1.4 
trillion, taking all the extraordinary 
economic rescue and relief measures 
announced by the federal government 
to a massive $2 trillion, or 10 per cent 

of the country’s total annual econom-
ic output or GdP.

trump said the bill would spread 
help throughout the economy, which 
analysts say faces a sharp recession as 
business shut down and people stay 
home to avoid contracting the deadly 
novel coronavirus.

“We are creating a package that’s 
going to keep companies together, 
keep workers paid so they can live and 
sustain,” said trump. AFP

The International Energy Agency, which advises oil-importing nations on energy policy, now expects the first annual drop in oil demand since the 
2009 global financial crisis, as the global economy tips into recession. AFP

McConnell’s proposal includes one-time ‘ recovery rebates’ of up to $1,200 for most adults, and hundreds of billions of dollars in 
loan guarantees to crisis-hit industries, including airlines, and to small businesses. AFP

Plunge in global 
smartphone 
shipments as 
virus takes toll  

SMARTPHONE shipments 
took an historic plunge last 
month as the novel coronavi-

rus disrupted supply and demand, 
industry tracker Strategy Analytics 
said on Friday.

Global smartphone shipments 
dropped to 61.8 million in February, 
a 38 percent drop from the same 
month a year earlier.

“February 2020 saw the biggest fall 
ever in the history of the worldwide 
smartphone market,” said Strategy 
Analytics executive director Neil 
Mawston. “It is a period the smart-
phone industry will want to forget.”

Smartphone supply and demand 
plummeted in China and across 
Asia, and slowed in the rest of the 
world, Mawston added.

“Some Asian factories were una-
ble to manufacture smartphones, 
while many consumers were unable 
or unwilling to visit retail stores 
and buy new devices,” said Strategy 
Analytics.

Despite tentative signs of recovery 
in China, global smartphone ship-
ments are expected to remain weak 
through March.

Hundreds of millions of affluent 
consumers are in lockdown, 
unable or unwilling to shop for 
new devices,” the industry tracking 
company said. AFP
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The Securities and 
exchange Commission 
of Cambodia (SeCC) 
is raising the bar – it 

wants to woo cash-rich foreign 
investors to bolster the King-
dom’s capital market.

Since its establishment, 
the SeCC has taken painstak-
ing efforts to put in place 
the necessary regulations to 
build a vibrant capital market 
and instill confidence among 
potential investors.  

“We want more foreign in-
vestors to come to our market; 
we want institutional investors. 
Not only do we have the equity 
market, but we also now have 
the bond market.  

“We will move step by step, 
and so in the next 10 years we 
can say we are an attractive 
market, although not as big as 
the hong Kong or Singapore 
markets,” SeCC director-gener-
al Sou Socheat told The Post.

As the regulator of the na-
tion’s capital market, the SeCC, 
established in 2009, has intro-
duced a range of regulatory 
requirements for the securities 
market, as well as launching 
reforms to improve market 
efficiency, promote awareness 
regarding stock trading and lift 
the domestic market towards 
reaching an international stan-
dard, similar to its peers in the 
Asean region.   

It has been a slow start, and 
so far only five companies 
have issued equity securi-
ties, with three issuing bonds, 
and listing on the Cambodia 
Securities exchange (CSX). 
More could join this year 
however, especially after the 
much anticipated Acleda Bank 
Plc initial public offering takes 
place in April this year. 

Acleda is the first commer-
cial bank to embark on such 
a corporate exercise to raise 
funds from the market.  

“From 2009 to 2011 we put 
everything in place – regula-
tions and infrastructure, inter-
mediaries [securities firms], and  
participants [public investors]  
– and we also provided the 
approval to establish the CSX 
in 2011.  

“As the regulator, our 
challenge now is to list more 

first-rate companies and bring 
in genuine investors to the 
market. We need to have more 
fund management companies 
to attract large and small 
investors. 

“Funds from outside need 
these kind of fund managers 
to facilitate their investment, 
currently big funds don’t have 
direct access to small markets 
like Cambodia,” Socheat said.

At present six fund manag-
ers are operating in the market. 

Socheat and his team at 
the SeCC are striving to build 
Cambodia’s capital market, 
which, while still at a nascent 
stage, is crucial for the King-
dom’s growing economy as it 
is a barometer of the health of 
the country’s financial sector. 

A vibrant capital market 
also indicates investor confi-
dence – both local and foreign 
– in a country’s financial 
ecosystem. 

“The capital market is very 

important to Cambodia. Previ-
ously we only had the insur-
ance and banking sectors,  
but the capital market can 
support the other markets and 
make the banking sector stron-
ger and more resilient. When 
the capital market grows, more 
people will use our banking 
system.

“A strong, developed finan-
cial market will help in the 
economic development of our  
country. When someone wants 

to see the financial health of 
a country, they look to the 
[progress of the] capital market. 

“We are still at an infant 
stage – we only have eight 
listed companies, while the 
market is not as active or as 
liquid as in other countries,” 
Socheat said.

While it may take time to 
convince investors, the SeCC  
is confident of building a 
strong and sustainable capital 
market.

”
The capital market 
is very important. 
Previously we only 
had the insurance and 
banking sectors, but 
the capital market 
can support the other 
markets and make 
the banking sector 
stronger and more 
resilient 

Sou Socheat / SECC 
dirECTor-gEnEral
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SECC looking abroad to boost 
the Kingdom’s capital market

Secc director-general Sou Socheat is confident that cambodia’s capital market will expand. 
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a strong captial market can spur cambodia’s economic growth. 
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There has been a 
buzz surrounding the 
Cambodia Securities 
exchange (CSX) in 

recent weeks. 
The upcoming listing of 

Acleda Bank Plc has set off  
new levels of enthusiasm in 
the stock market, which has 
otherwise received a somewhat 
tepid response from the inves-
tor community.  

CSX CeO hong Sok hour is 
certainly excited. he has noted 
that the upcoming initial public 
offering (IPO) by Acleda – a top 
home-grown bank with a strong 
track record – could provide 
needed impetus for the so-far 
lethargic bourse. 

“It is a big leap forward 
from 2018. There have been lot 
of changes over the past two 

years because we have initiated 
many projects and campaigns 
to create awareness. 

“The news of Acleda being 
listed seems to be changing 
things. Stock prices have started 
to climb again,” Sok hour told 
The Post.   

So far, the exchange boasts 
eight listed companies – five 
stock-listed companies and 
three bond-listed firms.

The CSX experienced a 
rollercoaster ride after the first 
listing of Phnom Penh Water 
Supply Authority in 2012, fol-
lowed by lull period until 2017, 
when Sihanoukville Autono-
mous Port was listed. 

In between these listings, 
garment-maker Grand Twins 
International (Cambodia) Plc 
went public in 2014, followed 

by the entry of 
Phnom Penh 
Autonomous Port 
the following year 
and Phnom Penh 
SeZ Plc in 2016.  

Acleda, which 
plans to list this 
April, could break 
market monotony, 
with more compa-
nies expected to 
follow suit.

“If we continue 
to maintain the 
momentum we 
have built over the 
last two years, and 
with Acleda, we 
can build an ac-
tive market in the 

next two to three years. More 
companies are showing interest, 
but they are not there yet,” Sok 
hour said.

But headwinds are plenty that 
could dampen the latest positive 
sentiments. Investor attention 
is still inadequate in the bourse, 
while tight regulations, a fear 
among some stakeholders of 

instability after listing and a lack 
of incentives to woo the private 
sector are some nagging woes. 

In addition, the concerns re-
garding the Covid-19 outbreak, 
which is impacting economies 
globally, coupled with volatile 
international financial markets 
could also dampen investor’s 
short-term interest.  

Yet Sok hour is optimistic. 
“We have a lot of potential, 

and our economic growth is 
strong. right now there is inad-
equate interest, not many listed 
stocks and liquidity is low. 

“But in two to three years’ 
time we will have more listed 
companies and so we [an-
ticipate] greater liquidity in 

the market. There will more 
opportunities then, while some 
stocks are very attractive now,” 
he said.

Since the establishment of 
CSX in 2012, capital worth 
about $161 million has been 
mobilised, while more than 
20,000 investors have traded on 
the local bourse.  
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Acleda IPO stirs optimism on CSX

Industry observers expect increased action on the cSX after acleda is listed. 

cSX chief operating officer hong Sok hour
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CAMBOdIAN Public Bank Plc (Cam-
pu Bank) has, alongside its regular 
banking business, given its investor 
awareness programme top priority.

The Malaysian-owned bank has 
been instructing investors on the 
importance of the capital market and 
the benefits of investing in the stock 
exchange, using both traditional and 
digital platforms.

While the Securities and ex-
change Commission of Cambodia 
(SeCC) and the Cambodia Securi-
ties exchange (CSX) spearhead the 
promotion of the capital market, 
Campu Bank is also playing its part 
by educating its customers. 

“We assist our customers with 
trading and the know-how to 
participate in the capital market. 
Whenever we hold roadshows and 
other promotional activities, we 
never hesitate to include our wholly 
owned subsidiary Campu Securities 
Plc to conduct presentations to our 
customers. 

“Be it in our corporate office or at 
our customers’ place, Campu Securi-
ties’ experienced staff will elaborate 
on the pros and cons of investing in 
the capital market,” Phan Ying Tong, 
regional head of Indo-China Opera-
tions, told The Post. 

Campu Bank – a wholly owned 
subsidiary of Public Bank Group 
based in Malaysia – commenced 
business in 1992 and currently has 
31 branches. Campu Securities Plc 
offers securities underwriting, deal-
ing and brokerage. 

In January, the SeCC and the CSX 
accredited Campu Bank as a cash 
settlement agent – allowing it to 
participate in securities trading. The 
bank now joins three others – BIC 

(Cambodia) Bank Plc,  Acleda Bank 
Plc and Canadia Bank Plc – as cash 
settlement agents in the Kingdom.

The bank is also in the process of 
transferring its products and services 
onto a digital platform to make it 
easier for banking transactions and 
securities trading to take place. 

“As part of the medium term plan, 
we will capitalise on our robust 
mobile phone platform to allow in-
vestors to perform securities trading 
using the mobile app. This is one of 
our initiatives to promote the capital 
market in Cambodia.

“Another reason for us actively 
participating in the capital market is 

because we want to encourage our 
customers to use more Khmer riel in 
their businesses, trading and invest-
ments,” Phan said.

The forthcoming Acleda Bank 
initial public offering has sparked 
enthusiasm in the local bourse, and 
the sixth listing on the CSX could 
well be a catalyst for more in the 
future, he added.  

“A lot of initiatives and measures 
have been taken by the SeCC and 
the CSX to boost the market, and 
one of them is to invite more com-
panies to list on the CSX, to issue 
more corporate shares or bonds on 
the CSX.  

“The SeCC and CSX have been 
very active in educational ac-
tivities like conducting forums and 
promotional tours to encourage 
Cambodians to invest in the capital 
market. The performance of com-
panies listed on the stock exchange 
has been stable over the years, and 
this is a positive sign that can instil 
investor confidence in the capital 
market – these are not fly-by-night 
companies.

“Cambodia is on the right track 
as  the listing of corporate bonds is 
taking place. 

“The Kingdom has good potential 
for the capital market as the coun-
try is fast growing with a young 
population, and the capital market is 
one avenue for established business 
concerns to raise capital or the funds 
needed to expand. 

“Cambodia is a good alternative 
destination for investors in view of 
the abundant opportunities as an 
emerging market, with friendly 
investment policies for both foreign 
and local investors,” Phan said.  

Campu Bank goes the extra mile 

From left, campu Bank’s Phan Ying tong, Secc director-general Sou Socheat and ceo of cSX hong Sok hour.  

campu Securities trading lounge at the bank’s headquarters in Phnom Penh.



Banker Dr In Channy 
is bursting with joy de-
spite the gloom rocking 
the financial markets 

outside the kingdom. Channy 
is laughing all the way to his 
acleda Bank, which he founded 
27 years ago as a young man. 

Last Tuesday, the bank’s 
shares were oversubscribed 3.2 
times during a book building ex-
ercise ahead of the institution’s 
initial public offering (IPO), 
which surprised even market ob-
servers, considering the current 
unpredictable global financial 
market conditions. 

In an interview with The Post 
last Wednesday, from his impres-
sive office on the 19th floor of 
the bank’s headquarters, Channy 
talked passionately about 
the bank’s future and 
the pending IPO, which 
has ignited new interest 
among industry followers. 

“The result was more 
than triple our projec-
tions, thanks to po-
tential investors. even 
during these difficult 
times with the [Covid-
19] crisis, they came in 
[to invest]. 

“acleda Bank is a 
trusted bank, even at 
the beginning when 
we started as a micro-
finance institution, 
we published our 
audit statements 
every year, which 
were gone through 

by international auditors.  
“and when we became a 

specialised bank in 2000, we dis-
closed information to the public 
– we published audit reports and 
annual reports. 

“We have built the bank on 
three pillars – transparency, 
zero tolerance for corruption 
and always listening to our cus-
tomers,” said Channy, president 

and group managing director of 
acleda. 

The 60-year-old banker’s 
bold move to list his institu-
tion on the Cambodia Securities 
exchange (CSX) – the first com-
mercial bank to do so – despite 
the ongoing uncertainties in the 
financial markets, may jump-
start the investment-starved 
domestic stock market, say 
observers. 

nearly 2,000 Cambodian 
investors participated in the 
book building exercise, in which 
four million shares were floated 
in the market – clearly signal-
ling strong investor interest in 
the bank.

“I did not expect this big a 
number. We planned for only 

two per cent shares, equal 
to 8,751,391 shares. 
acleda Bank’s stock 
market [listing] is not 
directly influenced by 
the capital market or 
the global financial 
market. acleda Bank 
focuses on the local 
market. 

“[Generally] 
when there is a 
global problem, 
Cambodia is safe 
economically. 
I am confident 

investors will 
invest 

in 

the kingdom because when they 
look at Cambodia they don’t 
look at it as one country but [a 
part of] asean, with 600 million 
people. Many were concerned 
about [the partial withdrawal of] 
eBa but it did not have much 
impact, and the short-term 
impact now is the coronavirus, 
which is impacting everyone, 
not only Cambodia.

“But Cambodia can expect 
to gain more from the FTa [free 
trade agreement] with China, 
this is key. This will encourage 
foreign direct investment to 
increase.  

Channy has turned acleda, a 
non-government-linked microfi-
nance institution, into a top-tier 
Cambodian bank with the largest 
market share for both loans and 

savings and deposits, nearly 
50 per cent respectively. as of 
February this year, the bank had 
405,620 active borrowers and 2.4 
million customers with savings 
and deposits accounts.    

The successful entrepreneur is 
unruffled by the negative noise 
in the financial markets and 
confident the planned IPO will be 
an unprecedented success story, 
with the bank raising the funds 
needed to upgrade its digital 
platforms as planned. 

“Our IPO is a Cambodian 
people’s IPO. I hope when acleda 
participates in the capital market, 
it will become active like the fi-
nancial market. We have 2.5 mil-
lion customers, which makes for 
50 per cent of the total customers 
in the banking industry. 

“as part of our strategy, we 
will raise the capital to im-
prove our digital infrastructure, 
which will include a data centre 
covering Cambodia, Laos and 
Myanmar. We are setting foot in 
other countries in asean without 
physical expansion,” he noted.

according to the bank’s web-
site, as of last September, acleda 
was the largest domestic bank in 
terms of gross loans – amount-
ing to $3.61 billion, with total 
equity of $898.56 million – and 
the second largest in terms of 
total assets, $6 billion, and total 
deposits, $4.24 billion.

On the back of such impres-
sive figures, a successful IPO 
may yet be the pinnacle of 
Channy’s illustrious banking 
career. 
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In Channy (second from left) during a roadshow to promote Acleda’s upcoming IPO. 

Dr In Channy, 
president and group 
managing director  of 
Acleda Bank

Acleda’s Channy hails ‘People’s IPO’ 



monday, march 23, 2020 // www.phnompenhpost.com/financial EPOST FINANCE CAPITAL MARKET



Yuanta Securities (Cambodia) has 
grown to be among the largest invest-
ment banks in the Kingdom after start-
ing as a one-man operation in 2006.

Since then, it has grown to comprise 
a tightly knit group of 11 staff, all of 
whom are focused on servicing the 
capital market. 

Yuanta managing director Han 
Kyung tae told The Post that his firm 
specialises in offering diverse financial 
packages for a range of businesses, 
whether it be nurturing medium-sized 
enterprises or helping larger firms ex-
pand their scope – to perhaps, as in the 
case of acleda Bank Plc’s case, securing 
an initial public offering (IPO). 

“Being part of the entire process of 
building the local capital market and 
participating in milestone projects is 
the most rewarding part of my job,” 
Han said from his office in the capi-
tal’s Emerald Building. 

there is no doubt that Yuanta has 
had a crucial role in building the local 
capital market. the investment bank, 
under its taiwanese-South Korean 
parent firm, holds the distinction of 
being the oldest investment bank in 
Cambodia. 

It has successfully guided promising 
start-ups to venture capitalists before 
they reach the point where Yuanta’s 
services help them achieve their dreams. 

Han said that when evaluating the 
possibility of an IPO, each company 
that approached him had varying 
goals.

Phnom Penh Municipal Water Sup-
ply authority – the first stock traded 
on the Cambodia Securities Exchange 

(CSX) in 2012 – “was chosen by the 
government largely because it was 
deemed the most transparent and 
trustworthy, and a good example for 
following IPOs,” he said. 

Han describes the first IPO project 
as “almost like paving a road in the 
wilderness. We were deeply involved in 
putting the proper regulations in place 
as well as providing public and private 
education about the capital market and 
details of its process,” he added. 

Since its IPO, Phnom Penh Municipal 
Water Supply authority has gone from 

servicing 195,261 households to 320,900 
last year, according to official figures. 

“For the three state-owned compa-
nies, the government’s decision to go 
public was in part to contribute to the 
development of the capital market, to 
enhance the transparency of the state-
owned enterprises and to ensure their 
future growth,” Han added. 

Han motioned to the window 
overlooking norodom Boulevard when 
asked how Cambodia has changed in 
the 13 years since adopted the King-
dom as his home.

 “I remember that 13 years ago the 
tallest building on this road was only 
four stories. [Cambodia] has changed a 
lot since. 

“the Cambodian market is still in its 
infancy. the CSX is one of the young-
est stock markets in the world, small in 
size and liquidity-wise, and in almost 
every aspect it is very much considered 
a fledgling market,” he said.

today, as acleda prepares to go 
public, the largest IPO in the market’s 
history is already three times oversub-
scribed. 

Han noted that the relationship  
between total market capitalisation and 
total GDP was “nominal” in Cambodia, 
whereas it was around 70 per cent in 
neighbouring Vietnam.

Many developed countries, however, 
enjoy market capitalisation of more 
than 100 per cent. 

the acleda IPO is forecast to bring 
the Kingdom’s market capitalisation to 
some 10 per cent, according to Han. 
Currently, the banking sector provides 
some 97 per cent of capital financing 
to the economy.

In more developed markets, some 40 
per cent of business funding is issued 
by the banking industry, with around 
60 per cent from non-banking sectors, 
such as capital markets. 

However, Cambodia’s economy is 
almost entirely dominated by bank 
funding, with acleda being among the 
largest. 

Han says the upcomimg listing will 
bring more than just financial rewards.

“[the acleda IPO] will not only ben-
efit customers, but also shareholders. 
It will enhance [the bank’s] reputation 
and contribute to profits. 

“the local banking sector is one of 
the most successful and fastest-grow-
ing industries in Cambodia, with high 
returns for shareholders.

“More importantly, acleda wants to 
be a publicly held company owned by 
the Cambodian people. 

“transparency and corporate gov-
ernance will be even further enhanced, 
and it will be regarded by the public as 
an even more responsible company,” 
he stressed. 

Yuanta the bedrock of capital market 
after ‘paving a road in the wilderness’

Han Kyung Tae, Yuanta Securities MD is optimistic regarding Cambodia’s market capitalisation ahead of the Acleda IPO. 
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WItH Covid-19 seemingly 
the topic of every dinner 
conversation and embla-
zoned below the mast-

head of every newspaper, Cambodian 
Derivatives Exchange (CDX) director 
Lawrence Kook believes that it may 
be an opportune time for investors to 
make their first trade.

While there is inherent risk 
involved in trading derivatives, 
the amount of leverage – which in 
Cambodia can be up to 100 times the 
investment – makes it a potentially 
lucrative part of an investor’s portfo-
lio, according to Kook.

For instance, an investor needs 
only $1,000 to trade $100,000 worth 
of derivatives, with only the swap - 
the interest on the amount borrowed -  

being applied. 
Derivatives are financial tools that 

allow for the leveraging of capital in 
underlying assets such as commodi-
ties or currencies.

trading in derivatives includes 
exchanging various foreign curren-
cies to purchase commodities, with 
this among the reasons it is believed 
to be a viable tool in hedging risk and 
maximising profit.

CDX, which began operating in 
2016, offers 27 financial instruments 
through its numerous brokers. 

Kook said that CDX can also access 
foreign markets through its licensed 
brokers.

the volume of derivatives trading 
in Cambodia rose from $84 million 
in 2018 to $120 million last year, ac-
cording to official figures.

“Looking at the market and the 
number of players entering it,  
perhaps up to $180 million of trades 
will take place this year,” Kook told 
The Post via telephone from Hong 
Kong. 

“the Ministry of Economy and 
Finance has seen the importance 
of helping Cambodia have its own 
derivatives market so that it can help 
banks, investors and farmers to hedge 
risks in the globalised economy.

“So far, we are very satisfied 
regarding how the derivatives market 
has been growing and evolving over 
the past five years,” Kook said. 

Globally, over-the-counter deriva-

tives trading rose from $544 trillion at 
the end of 2018 to some $640 trillion 
in June last year, according to the 
Switzerland-based Bank for Interna-
tional Settlements. 

Kook said that foreign exchange 
and gold often combine to account 
for 60 to 70 per cent of all trades on 
the CDX, making them “the most 
popular financial instruments traded 
by brokers and the CDX”.

“I think [gold] is a very good 
commodity to mitigate risk through 
diversification for any individual if it 
is not already a part of their portfolio. 
My high school friends even call and 
ask me if it is a good time to buy coins 
– not necessarily as a market invest-
ment, but real gold coins for their sons 
or daughters – and I say ‘yes’,” he said.

a distinguishing feature of CDX, 
according to Kook, is that it uses a 
“spot market”, which allows inves-
tors to exit at any time, unlike futures 
contracts, which have a maturity and 
delivery date on products. 

this means investors are able to 
execute trades or sell off their invest-
ment at any time.

CDX, despite having only been 
formed four years ago, is considered 
a critical part of the capital market 
because “it has allowed the [derivat-
ies] financial tool to be regulated by 
bringing it out of the grey market”, 
Kook said. 

Your investment should depend on 
your age, your marital status, whether 
you have children and the level of risk 
you are willing to take, he stressed.

While it is best to defer to a finan-
cial planner, Kook recommended the 
“30-30-40” rule for young investors 
or those entering the market for the 
first time. 

this calls for 30 per cent in high-
risk, high-return investments;  
30 per cent in medium-risk, medium-
return; and 40 per cent in low-risk, 
low-return.  

”
Gold is a very good 
commodity to mitigate  
risk through diversification 
for any individual if it  
is not already a part  
of their portfolio
LAwrenCe KOOK/ direcTOr

CDX: Time right 
for investment in 
derivatives market

CDX director Lawrence Kook says the derivatives market can help investors.

CDX has received attention at roadshows and international conventions. PH
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COnFIDEnCE is crucial in 
guaranteeing successful com-
mercial banking operations, 
and with trust at the core of 

its operations, Chief Bank Cambodia 
CEO Dr Soeung Morarith believes his 
institution is well placed to manage any 
financial difficulty.

“there will obviously be challenges, 
due to the recent partial withdrawal of 
Everything But arms by the Eu and 
the current negative economic effects 
of the Covid-19 outbreak. However, as 
we have the right team and financial 
strength, we are confident of success-
fully overcoming these. 

“additionally, we are well aware that 

the Royal Government has adopted an 
expansionary policy to mitigate the 
negative effects of these global issues on 
the Cambodian economy,” Morarith said. 

Chief Bank Cambodia has seen strong 
growth in the Kingdom since beginning 
operations in 2013, and Morarith consid-
ers clients to be partners as the financial 
institution continues to flourish. 

“Our corporate philosophy – ‘the 
Chief Way’ – builds mutual trust and 
partnerships with our customers, which 
is key to shared prosperity. Our business 
is conducted sincerely and with the 
highest professional ethics. 

“Chief Bank utilises a business model 
that is localised, customised and best 

suited to the real needs of our 
clients in Cambodia. We have 
been actively working to further 
refine our existing products, 
while introducing new products 
and services to meet our clients’ 
growing needs,” he said.  

Originally established in 
Hong Kong in 1979, Chief 
has weathered many storms, 
including the 1997 asian and 
2007-8 global financial crises, 
and gone from strength to 
strength by adhering to its core 
beliefs of ethical practices and 
prudent investment.

“We have stayed the course 
by sticking to our vision, mis-
sion, goals and philosophy, and 
by serving our customers better 
than ever to yield sound results. 
Our successes are attributed to 
a strong team spirit with clear 
vision and policies,” he stressed.

Chief Bank began operations 

in Cambodia seven years ago with initial 
capital of just $10 million, while total 
assets were at more than $100 million 
as of the end of last year, according to 
Morarith. 

and despite predictions of a turbulent 
year ahead for the financial sector, he is 
confident of continued growth.

“through the concerted efforts of staff 
and management, and with the support 
of our loyal customers and relevant 
regulators, especially the national Bank 
of Cambodia, we believe the bank is 
well positioned to continue performing 
strongly in 2020,” Morarith said.   

Chief Bank’s adherence to the highest 
standards in banking can be seen in its 
strict policy on risk management.

“Regardless of how good the col-
lateral or how viable the credit proposal 
appears, we place integrity ahead of 
gains in long-term business strategies, 
and strictly adhere to corporate social 
responsibility. 

“We have optimised our capital base, 
and increased our investment through 
prudent management and operations. We 
continue our focus on risk control and 
risk management to ensure that Chief 
Bank remains strong and stable in this 
growing industry,” he stressed. 

Morarith said the key to the bank’s 
continuing success in the Kingdom is 
its commitment to people and ethical 
investment, coupled with Chief Group’s 
successful model and decades of ex-

perience in major global financial hub 
Hong Kong.

“With our shareholders’ backgrounds 
in Hong Kong as comprehensive fi-
nancial service providers for more than 
40 years, Chief Bank inherits the fine 
tradition of doing business by embracing 
a customer-focused philosophy, with the 
relentless pursuit of service excellence. 

“We are committed to being a good 
companion with our dearest customers 
on their journey towards goal achieve-
ment and wealth accumulation. Chief 
Bank is working for a better future for 
people in Cambodia – our valued cus-
tomers, our employees and Cambodia’s 
banking industry, and society at large. 
their success is our success,” he said.   

PH
OT

O
s 

su
PP

li
ed

Trust paramount at Chief, where success 
built on ethical banking weathers storms
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Chief Bank focuses on ethical business.

Chief Bank Cambodia CeO Dr Soeung Morarith says his institution is well placed to manage any financial difficulty.
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‘Cambodia on the right track’ 

Our corporate philosophy – 
‘The Chief Way’ – builds mutual 
trust and partnerships with our 

customers, which is key to  
shared prosperity.

Dr Soeung Morarith / Chief bank CeO

a strong, developed financial 
market will help in the economic 

development of our country. 
When someone wants to see 

the financial health of a country, 
they look to the [progress of 

the] capital market. 
Sou Socheat / SeCC direCTOr-General  

 it is a big leap forward 
from 2018. There have 

been lot of changes 
over the past two years 

because we initiated many 
projects and campaigns to 

create awareness. 
hong Sok hour/CeO Of CSX 

“Cambodia is on the right track 
as the listing of corporate 

bonds is taking place. 
Phan Ying tong /  

reGiOnal head Of indO-China 
OperaTiOnS 

Our ipO is a Cambodian 
people’s ipO. i hope when 
acleda bank participates 
in the capital market, it 

will become active like the 
financial market. 

Dr in channY/ 
 aCleda bank fOunder 
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US PrESIDENT Donald Trump 
has sent a letter to North Kore-
an leader Kim Jong-un detailing 
a plan to develop ties, state 
media reported citing the North 
Korean leader’s powerful sister, 
but she warned their good per-
sonal relationship is not 
enough, as a hiatus in disarma-
ment talks drags on.

The statement by Kim Yo-jong 
came a day after the nuclear-
armed North fired what 
appeared to be two short-range 
ballistic missiles off its east coast 
on Saturday, the latest such 
action it has taken this year.

“In the letter, he [Trump] . . . 
explained his plan to propel the 
relations between the two 
countries of the DPrK and the 
US and expressed his intent to 
render cooperation in the anti-
epidemic work,” an apparent 
reference to the coronavirus 
pandemic, she said in the state-
ment carried by the North’s 
Korean central News agency 
(KcNa) on Sunday.

a senior administration offi-
cial confirmed Trump sent a 
letter to Kim, “consistent with 
his efforts to engage global 
leaders during the ongoing 
pandemic”. 

“The President looks forward 
to continued communications 
with chairman Kim”, the offi-
cial said.

While the letter reflects “excel-
lent” ties between the two lead-
ers, Kim warned that broader 
relations between their two 
nations are different.

“We try to hope for the day 
when the relations between 
the two countries would be as 
good as the ones between the 
two top leaders, but it has to 
be left to time and be watched 
whether it can actually hap-
pen,” she said.

analysts say the North has 
been continuing to refine its 
weapons capabilities more than 
a year after a summit between 
Kim and Trump broke down in 
hanoi. The deadlock is over 
sanctions relief and what North 
Korea would be willing to give 
up in return.

Pyongyang – which is under 
multiple sets of UN sanctions 
over its weapons programmes 
– has repeatedly said amicable 
ties between the leaders were 
not enough.

The sister praised Trump’s 
efforts to maintain good rela-
tions with her brother but said 
relations between the two coun-
tries would continue to deterio-
rate if the US continued to pur-
sue its “unilateral and greedy 
intention”.

Pyongyang set Washington a 
unilateral end-2019 deadline 
to offer fresh concessions, and 
in late December Kim declared 
the North no longer consid-
ered itself bound by its mora-
toriums on nuclear and inter-
continental ballistic missile 
tests. AFP

One billion 
confined to 
home as virus 
deaths spike
N

EarLY one billion 
people around the 
world were con-
fined to their homes 

on Sunday, as the coronavirus 
death toll crossed 13,000 and 
factories were shut in worst-
hit Italy after another single-
day fatalities record.

The raging pandemic has 
forced lockdowns in 35 coun-
tries, disrupting lives, travel 
and businesses as governments 
scramble to shut borders and 
unleash hundreds of billions in 
emergency measures to avoid 
a widespread virus-fuelled 
economic meltdown.

more than 300,000 infec-
tions have been confirmed 
worldwide, with the situa-
tion increasingly grim in Italy 
where the death toll spiked to 
more than 4,800 – over a third 
of the global total.

Prime minister Giuseppe 
conte announced a closure of all 
non-essential factories in a late-
night TV address on Saturday.

The mediterranean nation 
of 60 million is now the epi-
centre of the disease, which 
first emerged in central china 

late last year before marching 
out to the rest of the world.

Italy has now reported more 
deaths than mainland china 
and third-placed Iran com-
bined, and it has a death rate 
of 8.6 per cent among con-
firmed covid-19 infections 
– significantly higher than in 
most other countries.

across the atlantic, more 
than a third of americans 
were adjusting to life in vari-
ous phases of lockdown, in-
cluding in New York, chicago 
and Los angeles. Other parts 
of the US are expected to 
ramp up restrictions as well.

“This is a time of shared na-
tional sacrifice, but also a time 
to treasure our loved ones,” US 
President Donald Trump said. 

as world leaders have vowed 
to fight the pandemic, the 
number of deaths and infec-
tions has continued to rise, 
especially in Europe – now the 
main coronavirus hotspot.

Spain reported a 32 per cent 
spike in new deaths on Satur-
day, with Prime minister Pe-
dro Sanchez warning that the 
nation needs to prepare for 

“very hard days ahead”.
Fatalities in France jumped 

to 562 as police officials said 
helicopters and drones were 
being deployed to boost the 
government’s attempts to 
keep people in their homes.

The unprecedented mea-
sures to counter the spread of 
covid-19 have shredded the 
international sports calendar, 
and pressure is mounting on 
Olympic organisers to post-
pone the 2020 Tokyo Games.

The pandemic has blud-
geoned global stock markets, 
and the US – the world’s biggest 
economy – is preparing a huge 
emergency stimulus package 
that could top $1 trillion.

millions have been ordered 
to stay home in the US.

The US Food and Drug ad-
ministration also approved the 
first coronavirus test that can 
be conducted entirely at the 
point of care for a patient – and 
deliver results in 45 minutes.

Vice President mike Pence 
and his wife tested negative 
for the coronavirus, his press 
secretary tweeted on Satur-
day. The couple had taken the 
test after one of Pence’s staff-
ers contracted the illness.

France, Italy, Spain and 
other European countries 
have ordered people to stay 
at home, threatening fines in 
some cases, while australia 
on Sunday told citizens to 
cancel domestic travel plans.

Britain has told pubs, res-
taurants and theatres to close 

and warned citizens to stop 
panic-buying.

china reported its first local 
infection in four days on Sun-
day. While the number of cases 
in the mainland has slumped 
dramatically since the crisis 
began, there are fears in asia 
of “imported” cases from oth-
er hotspots like Europe.

Thailand on Sunday re-
ported its highest daily rise in 
cases, taking its total to nearly 
600, while India went into lock-
down with a one-day nation-
wide “self-imposed curfew”.

While the elderly and those 
with pre-existing medical 
conditions are the hardest 
hit by the virus, the WhO has 
warned that young people are 
also vulnerable. AFP

air quality picks up in quarantined countries
aIr quality is improving in 
countries under coronavirus 
quarantines, experts say, but it 
is far too early to speak of long-
term change.

Images by the US space 
agency Nasa are clear, in Feb-
ruary the concentration of 
nitrogen dioxide (NO2) fell 
dramatically in Wuhan, china, 
the epicentre of the covid-19 
pandemic, passing from an 
indicator that was red/orange 
to blue.

NO2 is mainly produced by 
vehicles, industrial sites and 
thermal power stations.

as china moves past the peak 
of its crisis, however, recent 
images by the European Space 
agency (ESa) show a resur-
gence in NO2 emissions.

a striking reduction has also 
been observed by the ESa in 
northern Italy, which has been 
locked down to fight a spread 
of the novel coronavirus, 
which causes covid-19.

‘Dramatic drop-off’
The European Environment 

agency (EEa) reports a similar 
change in Barcelona and 
madrid, where Spanish 
authorities issued confine-
ment orders in mid march.

“NO2 is a short-lived pollut-
ant, with a lifetime in the 

atmosphere of about one day,” 
said Vincent-henri Peuch, 
from the EU earth surveillance 
programme copernicus.

“as a result, this pollutant 
stays near the emissions sourc-
es and can be used as a proxy 
of the intensity of activity in dif-
ferent sectors,” he said.

Fei Liu, an air quality research-
er at Nasa’s Goddard Space 
Flight center, noted the change 
in china, saying: “This is the first 
time I have seen such a dra-
matic drop-off over such a wide 

area for a specific event.” 
Even during the economic 

crisis more than a decade ago, 
the decrease in NO2 levels 
“was more continuous in 
time,” according to EEa air 
quality specialist alberto 
Gonzalez Ortiz.

In northern Italy, “average 
NO2 concentration levels have 
been almost halved on aver-
age”, Peuch remarked.

The pollutant can provoke 
serious inflammation of the 
respiratory system.

as for other countries or 
regions that have told inhabit-
ants to remain confined at 
home, notably argentina, 
Bavaria, Belgium, california, 
France and Tunisia, specialists 
are poring over the data to see 
if the trend is similar. 

Long-term exposure
meanwhile, less NO2 does not 

necessarily mean purer air.
Beijing experienced episodes 

of pollution owing to fine par-
ticles in February, Nasa’s Earth 
Observatory reported.

The air in Paris was also 
rated as moderately polluted 
Friday owing to the presence 
of fine particles and NO2 even 
though the population had 
already been confined at home 
for three days.

Peuch explained that the con-
centration of polluting matter 
can vary with the weather.

“Some emissions sources, like 
energy production and residen-
tial use of energy are likely not 
to be decreasing markedly when 
more people have to stay at 
home,” he noted.

The concentration of so-
called Pm2.5 and Pm10 parti-
cles and carbon monoxide (cO) 
are “also expected to be reduc-
ing over time”, Peuch said.

These are a mixture of minute 

solid particles and liquid drop-
lets present in the atmosphere 
with diameters of 2.5 and 10 
micrometres (microns).

So what should we expect in 
terms of improvements to 
health, given that air pollution 
provokes around 8.8 million 
premature deaths each year 
according to a recent study?

Fine particles irritate the 
eyes and throat and inhibit 
breathing.

In extreme cases, elderly 
people and those who suffer 
from asthma risk death if not 
properly treated.

In the longer term, air pollu-
tion can cause chronic respira-
tory or cardiac problems or 
lung cancer.

“Less pollution is always 
good,” notes Gonzalez Ortiz.

confinement measures thus 
protect in two ways, by reduc-
ing the risk of covid-19 infec-
tion and by easing pollution 
from road traffic, according to 
a group of French doctors 
known as air-Sante-climate.

It is nonetheless hard to 
know how much benefit the 
world’s population will actu-
ally experience because, 
according to the health experts, 
“what will have more impact 
is the long-term exposure,” 
Gonzalez Ortiz said. AFP

Kim praises 
Trump but 
warns ties 
not enough

Firefighters wearing protection suites participate in an instruction as a form of contingency and security 
against the spread of the new coronavirus Covid-19, in Minas Gerais, Brazil. The raging pandemic has forced 
lockdowns in 35 countries. AFP

Public employees monitor the quality of air during the Car and  
Motorcycle Free Day in Medellin, Antioquia department, Colombia. AFP



MALAYSIAN opposition leader Anwar 
Ibrahim said he no longer has faith in 
former prime minister Mahathir 
Mohamad, following a series of “bro-
ken promises”.

Datuk Seri Anwar, in an interview 
with CNBC last Friday, said “not now” 
when asked if he still trusted the 
former prime minister.

“I am just human, I take people at face 
value and I think people do change with 
age, with wisdom, but I am not neces-
sarily right always and, in this particular 
case, I apologise. I was wrong,” he said. 
“No regrets.”

Anwar, 72, had waited in the wings for 
nearly two years for Mahathir, 94, to 
fulfil a campaign pledge to eventually 
hand over the premiership to him.

Mahathir refused to commit to a 
timeline for the transition, which 
became moot when bickering among 
the ruling coalition parties led to its 
collapse last month.

The conflict between Anwar and 
Mahathir goes way back to the 1990s, 
when Anwar served as Mahathir’s dep-

uty and was seen as his successor.
But Mahathir fired Anwar in 1998, 

and the latter spent the next six years 
in prison on convictions for abuse of 
power and sodomy. He was freed but 
went back to jail again in 2015 on a 
subsequent sodomy charge.

Anwar said Mahathir had “seemed 
quite sincere”, when visiting him in jail 
and the courthouse in the run-up to the 
general election in 2018.

He added that Mahathir had asked 
him to work together with him, and 
made “promises in private, and in 
public, signed documents”.

The two leaders papered over 
their rivalry to oust then Prime 
Minister Najib Razak. After 
their election victory, Anwar 
received a royal pardon and 
was freed from jail.

Anwar also told CNBC he 
plans to “move on” and focus on the 
plight of the people.

Malaysia’s opposition will support any 
effective measures by the current gov-
ernment during the coronavirus pan-

demic, Anwar said, adding that 
he believes the administra-
tion led by Prime Minister 
Muhyiddin Yassin lacks 
clear plans to bat-
tle the out-
break. THE 

STRAITS TIMES 

(SINGAPORE)/

ANN
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 Vietnam suspends foreign 
entry amid virus outbreak
THE Vietnamese government late on 
Saturday announced it would 
temporarily halt entry to all foreigners, 
starting Sunday, citing concerns over 
the spread of Covid-19 pandemic.
This latest move was a drastic step 
up from a decision effective starting 
March 18 requiring that all foreign 
and Vietnamese entrants into 
Vietnam would have to be 
quarantined for 14 days, given that 
the rising number of coronavirus 
positive cases in the country in recent 
days have mostly originated from 
returning Vietnamese and foreign 
tourists from European countries – 
especially the UK – which WHO has 
declared to be the new epicentre of 
the Covid-19 pandemic.
In its notice, the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs said for those entering Vietnam 
for diplomatic and official purposes, 
for participation in major diplomatic 
events, or experts, business managers 
or highly skilled workers, the Ministry 
of Public Security and Ministry of 
National Defence will coordinate with 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry 
of Health, and other relevant agencies 
to issue visas if necessary.
However, all entrants in these 
categories into Vietnam will be 
subject to medical checks and 
mandatory 14-day quarantine.
The temporary suspension will also be 
applied to all overseas Vietnamese and 
their relatives granted with certificates 
of visa exemption.
The Vietnamese foreign ministry said 
it has notified this decision to 
diplomatic missions, consulates and 
representative offices of international 
organisations in Vietnam and 
Vietnamese diplomatic missions 
abroad in order to ensure that the 
citizens would strictly abide by 
Vietnam regulations on epidemic 
prevention and control. VIETNAM NEWS/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Indonesian doctors die after 
testing positive for Covid-19
THREE Indonesian doctors who 
tested positive for Covid-19 died in 
Jakarta over the weekend.
An ear, nose and throat (ENT) 
specialist from Bekasi, West Java, 
died on Saturday at Persahabatan 
Hospital in East Jakarta. Another 
doctor, a 34-year-old neurologist, 
died at the same hospital in the early 
hours of Sunday.
A 70-year-old surgeon from Bogor, 
West Java, died at Gatot Subroto 
Army Hospital (RSPAD) in Central 
Jakarta on Saturday.
“Yes, it’s true,” Indonesian Medical 
Association (IDI) chairman Daeng 
Muhammad Faqih told The Jakarta 
Post on Sunday, confirming the 
deaths of the three doctors.
Persahabatan Hospital spokesperson 
Erlina Burhan also confirmed the 
reports.
“It is true [that the ENT doctor and 
the surgeon died [on Saturday]. The 
surgeon was not treated here but at 
RSPAD,” she told the Post.
Erlina, however, did not confirm the 
case of the 34-year-old neurologist.
Pandu Riono, a public health expert 
at the University of Indonesia and 
relative of the 70-year-old surgeon, 
told the Post that the surgeon felt 
sick and showed symptoms of fever, 
cough and shortness of breath on 
Wednesday night. He was 
immediately sent to a local hospital 
and hooked up to a ventilator.
On Friday, Jakarta governor Anies 
Baswedan revealed that at least 25 
medical personnel in the city had 
tested positive for Covid-19 and that 
one of them had died from the 
disease.
As of Sunday morning, Indonesia 
reported 450 confirmed Covid-19 
cases nationwide, with 38 fatalities. 
JAKARTA POST

Visitors barred from Singapore as 
imported coronavirus cases rise 
A

LL short-term visi-
tors will no longer 
be allowed to enter 
or transit through 

Singapore from 11.59pm 
on Monday in view of the 
heightened risks of import-
ing coronavirus cases into 
the country.

Work pass holders and 
their dependants will be al-
lowed to return to Singapore 
only if they work in sectors 
that provide essential ser-
vices such as healthcare and 
transport.

This will also kick in at 
11.59pm on Monday, the Min-
istry of Health (MOH) said in 
a statement on Sunday.

The measures were an-
nounced a day after two pa-
tients - a 75-year-old Singapor-
ean woman and a 64-year-old 
Indonesian man - died from 
Covid-19 due to complica-
tions. They were the first 
deaths the Republic has seen 
in the Covid-19 outbreak.

National Development 
Minister Lawrence Wong 
said at a briefing on Sunday 
morning that the measures 
to “significantly tighten” Sin-
gapore’s borders are taken in 
the light of the rapidly esca-
lating virus outbreak around 
the world.

Previously, except for a 
handful of countries, short-
term visitors from elsewhere 
were allowed to come into 
Singapore but were issued 
a 14-day stay-home notice 
(SHN) upon arrival.

This meant, however, 
that resources were being 
expended to serve and en-
force SHNs on them, and if 
they fell ill, to provide them 
with medical treatment. On 
Saturday, there were still 533 
short-term visitors arriving 
in Singapore.

To date, there are more 
than 260,000 Covid-19 cases 
across 185 countries, and 

around 11,200 deaths.
The MOH said that in Sin-

gapore, almost 80 per cent 
of new Covid-19 cases over 
the past three days were 
imported, most of them Sin-
gapore residents and long-
term pass holders returning 
home from abroad.

These imported cases had 
travel histories to 22 differ-
ent countries.

There were 432 cases of 
coronavirus patients in Sin-
gapore as of Saturday eve-
ning. A total of 140 cases 
have fully recovered. Of the 
290 patients still in hospital, 
most are stable or improving, 
but 14 are in critical care.

On the limited entry for 
work pass holders and their 
dependants, the Ministry 
of Manpower will allow this 
only for those in essential 
services.

On what constitutes es-
sential services, Wong said 
the Ministry of Manpower 
will continue to approve ap-
plications for the workers 
to come back according to 
existing rules, with inputs 
from relevant government 
agencies when needed.

He added that foreign do-
mestic helpers could also be 
considered as offering es-
sential services, especially in 
cases where they are needed 

to help look after children or 
the elderly.

As previously announced, 
all Singapore citizens, per-
manent residents and long-
term pass holders returning 
will continue to be issued a 
14-day SHN.

In addition, Malaysians 
with Singapore work per-
mits can continue to work in 
the Republic during this pe-
riod, with accommodation 
arrangements.

Transport of goods be-
tween both countries will 
also be facilitated, the Singa-
pore-Malaysia Special Work-
ing Committee has agreed.

Diplomats accredited and 

based in Singapore can con-
tinue to come in. They will 
also be subjected to the 14-
day isolation.

On Sunday, Mr Wong said 
that these were very signifi-
cant moves especially for 
a small open economy like 
Singapore which has al-
ways been connected to the 
world.

“But this is an unprece-
dented crisis,” he said.

He noted that while very 
few short-term visitors have 
been diagnosed with the 
coronavirus, they can take 
up enforcement and medi-
cal resources. THE STRAITS TIMES 

(SINGAPORE)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Singapore’s Ministry of Health said almost 80 per cent of new Covid-19 cases over the past three days were imported, most of them  
Singapore residents and long-term pass holders returning home from abroad. AFP

Mahathir untrustworthy, says 
Malaysia’s opposition leader  

Opposition leader Anwar Ibrahim had 
waited in the wings for nearly two years 
for former Prime Minister Mahathir 
Mohamad to fulfil a campaign pledge to 
hand over the premiership to him. AFP
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Leadership positions for 
Cambodian women should 
be more than just number

a
FTEr reading your article 
published on march 12,  
“calls for more women in 
leadership positions”, I was 

delighted to see such commitment 
to appoint at least two women to 
provincial leadership positions. Like 
many other cambodian girls, I would 
want to be one of them too. however, 
I believe that it should be more than 
just achieving the quota. So, I would 
like to propose three actions.

Firstly, leadership figures should 
create an enabling environment for 
women to raise their ideas. cambodian 
gender norms still uphold biased beliefs 
that women have less competency and 
may not be capable enough to speak 
in front of the public. Such a belief has 
perpetuated power imbalances for 
women in public offices. creating an 
environment where women feel they 
are equally valued and their voices 
are important will encourage greater 
creativity and the development of more 
responsive solutions to challenges fac-
ing cambodian communities. 

Secondly, more mentoring opportu-
nities, leadership, and other soft skills 
training should be provided to women 
and men. These are critical to increase 
collaboration, enhance leadership 
skills, and reduce gender biases that 
currently discourage male engagement 
in critical discussions about promot-
ing gender equality. It requires strong 
political actions to ensure that women 
are able to access opportunities to 
meet their full potential, but not at the 

expense of their male counterparts. 
Thirdly, our education system offers 

few role models for young girls to look 
up to. Within cambodia’s classical 
literature studies, there is a small 
proportion of female role models 
compared to men. The dispropor-
tional portrayal of women and men in 
the education system has impacted on 
how young girls and boys view them-
selves in society. Therefore, the educa-

tional curriculum should be adjusted 
to address equitable gender roles and 
gender transformation where boys 
and girls view each other as equal 
partners. Furthermore, it is impor-
tant that boys and girls are positively 
socialised on gender transformation 
as early as possible. 

These are real challenges that present 
huge obstacles for me and other girls 
to be one of the women appointed to 

leadeship positions. But they are also 
great opportunities and I am hopeful 
of sharing the same belief as minister 
Sar Kheng that “we can do it and it is 
not too difficult”. I think we have seen 
enough of such political will. It is time 
that we take stronger political actions.

Letters to the editor

rUSSIaN President Vladimir 
Putin must be secretly grate-
ful to Valentina Tereshkova, 
the first Sovet woman cos-
monaut to fly to space in the 
early 1960s. Now as member 
of the Duma, it was she who 
proposed the amendment as 
part of a series of constitu-
tional changes, subject to a 
nationwide vote on april 22. 

The proposed constitution-
al amendment will allow him 
to seek another two terms in 
the Kremlin.

Theoretically, the system of 
elections precludes a presi-
dent for life. The current 
praxis militates against the 
Soviet- style procession of 
leaders-for-life or until 
deposed. Putin is required by 

the constitution to step 
down in 2024, and there have 
been months of conjecture 
about how he could stay in 
power beyond then, or at 
least ensure a safe transition 
for himself.

Through seemingly choreo-
graphed initiatives, Putin has 
moved swiftly to entrench his 
hold on power beyond the 
middle of the decade. hence 
the speculation in moscow 
and further afield that he is 
sure of his position until 
2036. having ruled for 20 
years, his current term 
expires in 2024. Tereshkova’s 
proposal on amending the 
constitution envisages a 
constitutional amendment 
that will “reset” Putin’s presi-

dential term count back to 
zero.

“In principle, this option 
would be possible,” he said at 
the end of a half-hour speech 
in the Duma. “But on one 
condition – if the constitu-
tional court gives an official 
ruling that such an amend-
ment would not contradict 
the principles and main pro-
visions of the constitution.” 
The move will have to be 
approved by the people in a 
referendum next month, a 
condition that is seemingly 
concordant with the relative-
ly newfound certitudes of 
democracy in a former com-
munist state.

In a sense, Putin has effect-
ed a volteface. In recent 

months, he had emitted the 
signal that he could leave the 
presidency. In January, he 
told a veteran of World War II 
that he was “worried about a 
return to the 80s, when 
Kremlin leaders stayed in 
power until the end of their 
days” and did not provide for 
a transition of power. and in 
a rare moment of candour, 
he admitted that “I won’t 
hide that I was wrong. It was 
an incorrect statement 
because during the Soviet 
Union there were no elec-
tions”.

One could argue that barely 
three hours after Tereshkova’s 
resolution and his acquies-
cence, Putin was the happi-
est man in russia last Tues-

day. “The very existence of an 
opportunity for the current 
president [to be re-elected], 
given his major gravitas, 
would be a stabilising factor 
for our society”, was Tereshk-
ova’s message to Parliament. 
Was the strategy crafted and 
set to match Putin’s secret 
ambition?

The amendment says that 
the new rule will not count 
any presidential terms 
already served. In reality, 
the amendment affects only 
two “living russians” – 
Putin and former Prime 
minister Dmitry medvedev. 
Putin seems poised for yet 
more innings at the crease. 
THE STATESMAN (INDIA)/ASIA NEWS 

NETWORK

The Kremlin crease

Koh Kong provincial governor Mithona Phouthorng. Minister of Interior Sar Kheng said early this month he wanted to see at least two 
women in top provincial leadership positions in the foreseeable future. SupplIED

The writer is a senior majoring in International 
Relations at the Department of International  
Studies, Royal University of Phnom Penh
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Art & culture

aussie artist turning pagoda flowers into art
Pann Rethea

a
USTraLIaN artist mor-
rison Polkinghorne has 
breathed new life into an 
old art form by utilising lo-

tus plants to create a wide variety of 
pointillistic artwork.

he collects the flowers from Bud-
dhist pagodas and temples after 
holy days, and through an elaborate 
process, transforms them into tools 
he can use to create art.

his latest collection of art is on 
display now at the Sofitel Phnom 
Penh Phokeethra Gallery.

“This is my second exhibit in 
Phnom Penh, but my first at the 
Sofitel Phokeethra Gallery.  It is a 
wonderful venue. For the opening 
the hotel decorated the entire lobby 
with lotus flowers and served lotus-
based canapés. 

I have a total of 31 works on display 
here,” Polkinghorne tells The Post.

Entitled Khmer Impressions/les 
Impressions Khmer, the exhibit 
showcases the Battambang-based 
artist’s unique adaptation of pointil-
lism, a classical art form developed 
during the 19th century. his paint-
ings consist of several distinct dots 
of colour that, when looked at as a 
whole, form an imaginative image.

“my art piece titles incorporate Eng-
lish, cambodian and French to reflect 
the diverse influences of cambodia’s 
history,” Polkinghorne says.

Polkinghorne found inspiration in 
his own impressions of cambodia, 
formed over 18 years as a traveller, 
and six as a resident.

he combined these with his love 
of pointillism to put his spin on an 
ancient art form.

Originally from china and Japan, 
monochrome ink wash paintings 
are among the world’s oldest artis-

tic traditions. Polkinghorne mixes 
pointillism with this classic art form 
to create his own unique artwork.

he uses the stem of a lotus plant 
as a stamp, dipping it in organic ink 
culled from the plant’s flower petals. 
The ink is believed to be holistic and 
spiritual in nature.

Polkinghorne thinks the lotus plant 
is an apt symbol for cambodia, as the 
flower represents Buddha’s spiritual 
awakening, his emergence from the 
dark depths into light, and his final 
transformation into a flash of beauty.

“I collect flowers donated by mon-
asteries over holy days, remove the 
petals from the stems, char and dis-
til them in Battambang rain year for 
a year.  I then add a natural fixative.

“For the actual art, I again collect 
specific varieties of lotus, remove 
the flowers, and then use those 
stems as my paintbrush.  after just a 
few impressions, I have to revert to a 
new cut,” says the artist.

The emphasis is on the refinement 
of every stroke’s varying depths of 
tone. Each row complements the 

last, expressing simple beauty and 
elegance in the final compositions.

“The resulting works evoke myriad 
cambodian images – its waterways 
and deltas – the Kingdoms’ true life-
blood – angkorian pillars, classical 
landscapes, misty mountains, and 
tumbling waters,” Polkinghorne says. 

he signs each work with its total 
number of dots or lotus impres-
sions. For this exhibition, Polking-
horne used 132,383 impressions.

“most are framed in metal, as I 
commissioned blacksmith Sot ra-

tana to create frames that reflect the 
timelessness of the art juxtaposed 
with the industrial future of the 
Kingdom,” he says.

The metal frames, designed by 
Polkinghorne, are mounted on 
grey acid-free boards, and he says: 
“These convey a juxtaposition of 
cambodia’s timeless past with its 
21st century industrial future.”

The Khmer Impressions/les Im-
pressions Khmer exhibition is com-
prised of all brand new paintings. 
They range in size from 12cm sq to 
5m canvasses, and he says some in-
dividual works take months to pro-
duce. It is also a lengthy process to 
distil the sacred lotus ink.

“as a weaver, there is something 
both sacred and comforting to 
counting – from totalling shuttles 
going from side to side on a loom, to 
tallying warps and wefts.

“So it’s natural and automatic to 
mentally count lotus points im-
pressed onto these works as they are 
an artist’s impressions – both literal-
ly and figuratively – of cambodia.”

The paintings range in price from 
$170 to as much as $10,000 for the 
larger pieces, which are about 2m 
tall and 700mm wide.

Polkinghorne thinks of his pieces 
ecologically and holistically, with 
the Kingdom’s nature and the envi-
ronment as his inspiration.

“This is not my first exhibition. 
Others are planned for the future lo-
cally and internationally. I feel truly 
blessed to bring cambodian mo-
tifs to a worldwide audience.  The 
Phnom Penh Phokeetra Gallery has 
free entry and is open daily,” he says.

The Khmer Impressions/les Im-
pressions Khmer exhibition runs 
through april at Sofitel Phnom 
Penh Phokeethra on Samdach So-
thearos Blvd. 

Entitled Khmer Impressions/les Impressions Khmer, the exhibit showcases Australian artist Morrison Polkinghorne’s unique adaptation of pointillism, a classical art form developed during the 19th century. hean rangsey 

Australian artist Morrison Polkinghorne collects the flowers from Buddhist pagodas and temples after holy days, and through an 
elaborate process, transforms them into tools he can use to create art. hean rangsey 



COUNTRY music legend 
Kenny Rogers, whose career 
spanned six decades, has 
died at the age of 81, his fam-
ily said late on Friday.

“Rogers passed away peace-
fully at home from natural 
causes under the care of hospice 
and surrounded by his family,” 
they said in a statement.

The family said they were 
planning a small private ser-
vice “out of concern for the na-
tional Covid-19 emergency”.

Kenny Rogers left an indel-
ible mark on the history of 
American music.

“His songs have endeared mu-
sic lovers and touched the lives 
of millions around the world,” 
said the statement posted by his 
representative Keith Hagan.

A three-time Grammy win-
ner who sold tens of millions 
of records, Rogers was known 
for a string of hits including 
The Gambler, Lucille and Is-
lands in the Stream.

Released in 1978, The Gam-
bler album was a huge in-
ternational hit, going multi-
platinum, and the title track 
became his signature song.

Rogers also starred the 
film The Gambler, which was 
based on the song, but he 
liked to joke that he wasn’t 
much of a gambler himself.

“I learned a long time ago, 
I can’t win enough money 
to excite me, but I can lose 
enough to depress me,” he 
told NPR in 2015. “So I 
don’t gamble.”

He played his 
final concert at 
Nashville in Octo-
ber 2017, where 
he was joined by 
his long-time 
friend and 
collaborator 
Dolly Parton 
for a last per-
formance of Is-
lands in the Stream.

In April 2018 Rog-

ers scrapped the final dates of 
his farewell tour due to health 
concerns.

“I didn’t want to take forever 
to retire,” the singer said.

“I’ve thoroughly enjoyed this 
opportunity to say farewell to 
fans over the course of the past 
two years,” he said, adding that 
he could “never properly thank 
them for the encouragement 
and support they’ve given me 
throughout my career”.

Born in Houston, Texas, 
Rogers started his career in the 
late 1950s and quickly became 
active in rockabilly, jazz and 
other genres that he brought 
into his country style.

He went on to have 24 number 
one hits, was a six-time Country 
Music Association Awards win-
ner and was inducted into the 
Country Music Hall of Fame.

His easygoing ballads and 
constant touring won him 
mainstream pop appeal, as 
have his popular takes on 
Christmas standards.

Rogers also came to promi-
nence through his collabora-
tion with Parton and appear-
ances on films and television 
programs including “The 
Muppet Show.”

Married five 
times, he is 
survived by his 
wife Wanda 
and five chil-
dren, includ-
ing twin boys. 

afp
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Party apps trend in lockdown

C
ORONAVIRUS lock-
down or not, Amaya 
Howard plans to un-
wind after a hard day’s 

work by sharing a few glasses 
of wine with her friends.

But with bars closing across 
the US, they have started meet-
ing online via Houseparty,  one 
of several group video apps do-
ing a roaring trade during the 
pandemic.

“The idea came about of do-
ing a happy hour – we just get 
on the app and just drink wine 
and talk,” she said. “Mostly it’s 
about a lot of randomness, but 
occasionally someone will say, 
‘I just can’t believe how crazy 
what’s going on is.’”

She is not alone. Downloads 
of similar apps, where each 
person who logs in to a group 
chat appears in their own 
“window” on the screen of a 
phone, tablet or computer, 
have gone through the roof.

Just this month downloads 
of Houseparty, which was 
highly popular with teens 
a couple of years ago, have 
surged tenfold to 210,000 per 
day, according to Apptopia.

Others such as Zoom, used 

mainly for remote working, 
and Google Hangouts, Skype 
and Rave have also seen up-
ticks.

For Esmee Lavalette, a 
Dutch film student in Los An-
geles, the lockdown has pre-
sented a chance to hang out 
with friends back in the Neth-
erlands – although the time 
difference has necessitated 
some “daytime drinking.”

“They always have weekly 
drinks nights, but now since 
everything’s cancelled, they 
decided to do it on House-
party,” she said.

“And now for the first time in 
like a year-and-a-half, I could 
join them. So I was drunk at 
like 2pm.”

The call ended when the 
night grew too late in Europe 
– and Lavalette returned to 
her homework. Even drinks 
for her graduation, which was 
set to take place this week, 
are now being shifted to cy-
berspace.

“I still have a lot of beer left-
over so that’s what I’m gonna 
drink,” Lavalette said. “And 
some vodka.”

As well as a chance to catch 

up and blow off some steam, 
users say the apps are good 
for their mental health in 
these anxious times.

Rachel Chadwick, a local 
government worker in Leeds, 
England, has struggled with 
anxiety and depression.

“I’m quite extroverted, so ob-
viously this self-isolating is re-
ally difficult for me,” she said.

Chadwick and her friends 
usually meet for a “girls 
night” once a month, which 
is now being played out on 
the app.

“Tomorrow night we’re do-
ing a little pub quiz where 
each of us has a category, but 
we all have drinks and snacks,” 
she said. “We can keep it light-
hearted so you don’t feel like 
you’re losing the plot.”

One of the friends has “bor-
rowed” a whiteboard from 
work to keep scores on.

The Houseparty app also 
features built-in games such 
as trivia, drawing and word-
play. This is a draw for Fiama 
Liaudat, a Spanish teacher 
from Argentina living in North 
Carolina.

She and fellow teachers 

dotted across the state would 
typically explore bars to-
gether, or meet at someone’s 
home to play board games 
before the virus.

“For us, the app means 
we can continue, but on our 
phones,” she said.

“The weather is perfect 
here and the night is warm, 
so I can imagine being on the 
balcony with a beer playing 
with them,” she said. “But I 
have to make a new online 
shop now!”

The surge in video group chats 
has even presented the oppor-
tunity to make new friends.

Howard, now back home 
in Dallas, used to chat with 
strangers through travel 
meet-up apps while living 
in Philadelphia, where she 
worked with non-profits. 

They recently logged into 
Houseparty where they 
all met for the first time  
face-to-face.

“We were probably on it un-
til 4 in the morning, 5 in the 
morning, everybody had their 
own drinks,” she said.

“They definitely don’t feel like 
strangers to me now.” afp

With bars closing across the US, they have started meeting online via Houseparty, one of several group video apps doing a roaring trade during the 
pandemic. Just this month, downloads of Houseparty have surged tenfold to 210,000 per day, ccording to Apptopia. afp
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Rubdown target
  5 Safer alternative to a saber
  9 Roy in “The Natural”
 14 Dutch South African
 15 Angie Dickinson’s big, bad role
 16 Concerning the ears
 17 Unit of Chinese currency
 18 Writer Murdoch
 19 Totally ticked off
 20 Cause one to sink or swim?
 23 Took in, as a movie
 24 Shooting star
 25 Brownie topping, sometimes
 27 Snoopy is one
 31 Aid a felon
 34 Anesthetist’s choice
 38 Boat front
 39 ___ farewell (said goodbye)
 40 Fail to pay, as taxes
 41 Purge
 42 Fiji’s neighbor
 43 One may require stitches
 44 It may have a nice melody
 45 Call from the mountains
 46 Butter’s rival
 47 Make oneself loved
 49 Read, as a bar code

 51 Part of the former Yugoslavia
 56 Failed to participate in (with 

“out”)
 58 Completely
 62 Celebrate and then some
 64 Outward glow
 65 Word with “sea” or “season”
 66 Cover up some roots
 67 Potentially slanderous remark
 68 A lion has one
 69 It’s posted around the 

neighborhood
 70 Ready to be hit, as a golf ball
 71 “Family Ties” role for Michael
DOWN
  1 Wide gulf
  2 Four-door alternative
  3 Capacity for sympathy
  4 “Sesame Street” puppet
  5 Asylum seeker, perhaps
  6 Beginning for “normal” or 

“legal”
  7 “___ and the Detectives” (Old 

children’s book)
  8 Opposite of difficulty
  9 Japanese poem
 10 “My” cousin
 11 Instrumental ensemble

 12 ___ thousand (go 4-for-4, e.g.)
 13 Did in the dragon
 21 Titled peer
 22 From the beginning
 26 No-no
 28 Cook’s cover-up
 29 Monotonous work
 30 Rural retreat
 32 Border line
 33 Pond-dwelling duck
 34 Brand of building blocks
 35 Avocado’s shape
 36 Business school topic
 37 Created for a specific purpose, 

like a committee
 42 Pros’ opposites
 44 Parodied (with “up”)
 48 On, as a plane
 50 Fall bloom
 52 A most diminutive opening
 53 Country in the Himalayas
 54 Dancer Castle
 55 Architect’s wing
 56 Feudal field hand
 57 Figure skating feat
 59 Right, on many a map
 60 Hinny’s counterpart
 61 Opposite of false
 63 Caustic drain-opener

“SOMETHING TO WATCH OVER” 

Friday’s solution

Friday’s solution
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Sport

Pressure mounts on 2020 
Olympic postponement
P

ressure mounted 
on Olympic organis-
ers to postpone the 
2020 Tokyo Games on 

saturday after the powerful 
us track and field federation 
urged for this summer’s event 
to be pushed back due to the 
coronavirus pandemic.

usa Track and Field became 
the latest influential sporting 
body to ask for the Games to 
be called off after its head max 
siegel “respectfully requested” 
in a letter that the us Olympic 
and Paralympic committee 
(usOPc) “advocate for the 
postponement of the 2020 
Olympic Games in Tokyo”.

usOPc had said it was too 
soon to axe the July 24-august 9 
Games, much like Internation-
al Olympic committee (IOc) 
head Thomas Bach, who said 
that it would be “premature” to 
make such a big decision.

“The right and responsible 
thing to do is to prioritise ev-
eryone’s health and safety and 
appropriately recognise the toll 
this difficult situation has, and 
continues to take, on our ath-
letes and their Olympic Games 
preparations,” wrote siegel.

usaTF joined a growing 
chorus of calls from sports 
organisations to push back 
the Olympics a day after the 
country’s swimming federa-
tion asked usOPc to back a 
postponement until 2021.

“We urge the usOPc, as a 
leader within the Olympic 
movement, to use its voice 
and speak up for the ath-
letes,” usa swimming ceO 
Tim hinchey said in a letter.

That request for a delay 
was echoed on saturday by 
France’s swimming federation 
which said that the Games 
could not be organised prop-

erly in the “current context”.
The Norwegian Olympic 

committee (NOc) quickly fol-
lowed, saying that it had sent a 
letter to the IOc on Friday mo-
tivated in part by a Norwegian 
government ban on organised 
sports activities which had 
created “a very challenging 
time for the sports movement 
in Norway”.

“Our clear recommendation 
is that the Olympic Games in 
Tokyo shall not take place before 
the covid-19 situation is under 
firm control on a global scale,” 
the NOc said in the letter.

IOC ‘putting us in harms way’
The new chairman of the 

united Kingdom’s athletics 
governing body also ques-
tioned the need to hold the 
Olympics this summer given 
the uncertainty surrounding 
the spread of covid-19, which 

has killed nearly 11,500 peo-
ple worldwide.

“To leave it where it is cre-
ating so much pressure in the 
system. It now has to be ad-
dressed,” head of uK athlet-
ics Nic coward told the BBc.

however, on Friday, Bach 
defended the IOc’s refusal to 
cancel the Olympics by say-
ing that the Games were fur-
ther away than other shelved 
events, such as football’s eu-
ropean championship which 
was due to start in mid-June 
and was moved to 2021.

“We are four-and-a-half 
months away from the 
Games,” Bach told the New 
York Times. 

“For us, (postponement) 
would not be responsible now.”

athletes lashed out at IOc 
advice to continue training “as 
best they can”, with Olympic 
pole vault champion Katerina 
stefanidi accusing the body of 
“putting us in danger”.

“The IOc wants us to keep 
risking our health, our fam-
ily’s health and public health 
to train every day?” asked a 
perplexed stefanidi.

World champion fencer race 
Imboden of the united states 
said on Twitter that he was 
“worried” about the prospect 
of the Olympics going ahead.

“We keep being told the 
Olympic Games are happen-
ing. starting to realise it’s more 
important to have the games 
go on than the athletes be pre-
pared or mentally healthy.”

But usOPc chairwoman 
susanne Lyons insisted on 
Friday that organisers had 
time on their side.

“We don’t have to make a 
decision. Our games are not 
next week, or two weeks from 
now. They’re four months 
from now,” Lyons said. afp

colts secure the
former chargers 
legend rivers 
The Indianapolis colts made 
it official saturday, announc-
ing they have signed eight-
time NFL Pro Bowl quarter-
back Philip rivers.

rivers, whose 16-year tenure 
with the chargers ended in 
February, was reported on 
Tuesday to be heading to Indi-
anapolis as a free agent on a 
one-year, $25 million deal.

The colts did not supply 
details of the one-year con-
tract.

rivers, 38, is sixth on the 
NFL’s all-time passing yards 
list with 59,271.

he guided the chargers to 
six playoff appearances, but 
endured a disappointing 2019 
campaign as the team finished 
at the bottom of the aFc West 
division at 5-11.

“I’m certainly not coming off 
my best year, but I know I can 
play at a high level,” rivers told 
reporters on Friday. “I did it in 
spurts – just didn’t do it con-
sistently enough.”

rivers acknowledged he 
thought about retirement, and 
if he hadn’t found a team he felt 
was a good fit he was prepared 
to end his playing days and 
head into a coaching career.

rivers said he still sees him-
self coaching his son Gunner, 
now 12, in high school.

“That should give you a little 
idea,” rivers said of his likely 

timeline toward retirement.
“I’m not going to get carried 

away. I don’t think you’ll see 
me in the Tom Brady range,” 
the six-time super Bowl win-
ner with New england who 
just departed the Patriots for 
Tampa Bay, where he’ll be 43 
when next season begins.

In the meantime, however, 
the colts are hoping rivers’ 
experience and skill will make 
an instant impact, and bring 
out the best in a young squad.

current colts coach Frank 
reich was quarterbacks coach of 
the chargers and Indianapolis 
offensive coordinator Nick siri-
anni was also in san Diego in 
2013, when rivers won come-
back Player of the Year, throwing 
for 4,478 yards, 32 touchdowns 
and leading the league in NFL in 
completion percentage.

“I know what they’re trying 
to get out of a play, why they’re 
calling this,” rivers said of his 
rapport with both. “They 
understand how I think and 
how I look for things.”

The colts have been without 
a star quarterback since the 
surprise retirement of andrew 
Luck prior to the 2019 season.

Jacoby Brissett, who stepped 
in as starter and got the colts 
off to a 5-2 start last season, 
collapsed in the second half as 
Indianapolis went 2-7 the rest 
of the way. afp

Philip Rivers previously played #17 for the Los Angeles Chargers. afp

 International Olympic Committee (IOC) President Thomas Bach delivers a statement on the COVID-19 situation during a meeting of the executive 
board at the IOC headquarters in Lausanne.  afp

A woman wears a face mask amid concerns over the spread of the COVID-19 coronavirus as she sits at a bus 
stop advertising the Tokyo 2020 Summer Olympics. afp 
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