
CHINA announced on Tues-
day an end to travel curbs at 
the epicentre of the corona-
virus pandemic, as govern-
ments around the world 
tightened lockdowns affect-
ing 1.7 billion people in a 
desperate effort to slow the 
spread of the deadly disease.

Hubei province, where the 
novel coronavirus first 
emerged late last year, will 
allow healthy residents to 
travel from midnight, officials 
said, two months after they 
were ordered to stay indoors.

The relaxation of rules, 
which will not apply to the 
hardest-hit city of Wuhan 
until April 8, comes as Britain 
and New Zealand joined 
nations in Europe, the Middle 
East, North America and Asia 
in declaring countrywide 
lockdowns in a bid to stop the 
flow of new infections.

World Health Organisa-
tion chief Dr Tedros Adh-
anom Ghebreyesus warned 
that the global pandemic 
was clearly accelerating.

The number of coronavi-
rus deaths has topped 16,200, 
with more than 360,000 
declared infections in 174 
countries and territories.

Adhanom Ghebreyesus 
said it took 67 days from the 
beginning of the outbreak 
in China in December for 
the virus to infect the first 
100,000 people worldwide.

In comparison, it required 
only 11 days for the second 
100,000 cases and just four 
days for the third 100,000, 
he said.

Adhanom Ghebreyesus 
acknowledged that many 
countries were struggling to 
take more aggressive meas-
ures because of a lack of 
resources but said, “we are 
not helpless bystanders”.

“We can change the tra-
jectory of this pandemic,” 
he said.

China has trumpeted its 
response to the crisis since 
doctors began to get a han-
dle on cases of Covid-19, 
and on Tuesday state media 
proudly reported that a 
popular section of the Great 
Wall would re-open.

Visitors have to wear a mask 
and stay 1m from everyone 
else, media said.

Overall, China had 78 new 
infections on Tuesday, the 
vast majority brought in 
from overseas. AFP
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Kingdom steps up fight 
against tuberculosis
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Phuon Chansereivuth 
and Niem Chheng

T
HE Ministry of Health 
on Tuesday night con-
firmed four new coro-
navirus infections, 

bringing the total to 91. The 
four are among passengers of 
the Viking Cruise Journey.

Two of the victims are Brit-
ish nationals aged 61 and 79, 
while the other two are US 
nationals aged 59 and 62. All 
four tested positive only on 
Monday.

The cruise ship arrived in 
Phnom Penh on March 7 and 
travelled to Kampong Cham 
on March 10. The ministry 
found three among a total of 
64 passengers infected with 
the coronavirus and immedi-
ately placed it in quarantine.

The ministry also an-
nounced that four other pa-
tients – all Cambodian na-
tionals – have since recovered 
and been discharged from 
hospitals in Battambang and 
Tbong Khmum provinces.

Meanwhile, Minister of 
Interior Sar Kheng con-
firmed a report in The Post 
on Monday that Cambo-
dian migrants returned en 
masse from Thailand just 
before its border closed. 
Their health was not checked 
for the Covid-19 pandemic.

Quoting an official at the 
Daung International Check-
point in Battambang who 
declined to be named, The 
Post reported on Monday that 
around 1,000 migrant workers 

rushed onto Cambodian soil 
unchecked by medical staff.

However, Sar Kheng said 
15,000 migrant workers en-
tered Cambodia and ordered 
local authorities throughout 
the Kingdom to immediately 
track them down, educate 
them about the disease and 
lock down villages where 
Covid-19 cases are found.

Speaking to immigration 
police at the Phnom Penh 

International Airport on 
Tuesday, Sar Kheng said the 
bulk of the migrant workers 
returned through the Daung 
International Checkpoint 
in Battambang and the Poi-
pet International Check-
point in Banteay Meanchey. 

The number of mi-
grant workers was so 
massive that authorities 
there were overwhelmed.

“To be honest, we did not 

have the capacity to check all 
of them and we were unable 
to quarantine them for 14 
days. We can only try to track 
them to their village, district, 
and province, and then send 
the local authorities to control 
the situation. This is what we 
can do now,” Sar Kheng said.

He said the mass exodus 
from Thailand was triggered 
by a fear of Covid-19, as Thai 
businesses closed and locals 

evacuated the cities in fa-
vour of the provinces. “This 
made our migrant work-
ers want to do the same 
and return home,” he said.

Sar Kheng said he will 
produce educational mes-
sages and deliver them to 
each province and that if a 
few cases are found in a vil-
lage, it could be locked down.

China’s 
Hubei to 
open up

Four more get Covid-19, 
15,000 migrants tracked

ContInued – page 2

Village bans outsiders to keep out virus
Khouth Sophak Chakrya

KRABEI Chrum village in 
Kbal Romeas commune, Ses-
an district, in Stung Treng 
province, has banned outsid-
ers from entering to keep the 
Covid-19 pandemic out.

Village representative Sila 
Phorn, 65, said they blockaded 
the entrance to the village to 
prevent people who may be 
infected from entering. This, he 
said, came after they heard of 
the measures proposed by 

Ministry of Health officers and 
local authorities to prevent the 
spread of the coronavirus.

Phorn said the villagers 
were mostly of the Lao and 
Banong ethnic groups. “It is 
our belief that if three people 
die in the village, we have to 
celebrate their memory in a 
ceremony and pray to their 
ancestors for happiness.

“But if the deaths were 
caused by a disease which took 
many lives, we have to ban 
outsiders from entering our 

village,” he said, adding that 
three villagers died in March 
– from typhoid, heart attack 
and gastritis,” he said. 

At first, Phorn said, they 
agreed to impose the block-
ade for two or three days. 
However, the villagers decid-
ed to extend it further as they 
were worried outsiders would 
spread the virus if they 
entered the village.

Kbal Romeas commune coun-
cil member Chan Phally said 
that practising Krabie Chrum 

village ancestral beliefs is some-
thing which could bring people 
together during the pandemic.

“Sometimes following the 
traditions in a community can 
help people cope. This is espe-
cially true while the world is 
confronting the Covid-19 out-
break,” he said.

According to Phally, local 
authorities are working in col-
laboration with Stung Treng 
Provincial Health Department 
officers to disseminate infor-
mation on the best ways to 

prevent Covid-19 outbreaks.
He urged citizens to practice 

a high standard of hygiene, 
regularly wash hands with soap 
and use sanitiser especially 
after touching dirty surfaces or 
handling money.

He also advised people to 
keep safe distances from those 
outside their communities 
and to report to the authorities 
if their siblings or relatives 
return after working in other 
countries or provinces infect-
ed by the virus. 

Minister of Interior Sar Kheng has ordered local authorities to immediately track down those who have returned from thailand. Hong MeneA
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has anyone testing positive for 
covid-19, we have to lock down 
that house or half of the village. 
If that place has five houses 
away from others, we can lock 
down that location and not 
allow anyone to leave.

“If they live close to each 
other with many people, and 
there are a few cases, we lock 
down the whole village. This 
measure was disseminated 
yesterday,” Sar Kheng said.

communicable Disease 
control Department direc-
tor Ly Sovann applauded 
Sar Kheng’s lockdown plans. 

“This is a good measure 
as it will reduce the risk of 
spreading the virus to other 
villages. It would reduce any 
spread to a minimum,” he said.

meanwhile, some of the mi-
grant workers who returned 
to Battambang gave The Post 
different reasons for their 
hurried exit from Thailand.

Some claimed they wanted 
to renew their passports, while 
others said they had to return 
because, as vendors at rong 
Kluea market in Thailand, 
they had to renew their entry 
permits weekly. They claimed 
they would self-quarantine as 
instructed by the authorities.

On march 16, just a few 
days before Thai authorities 
announced the border clo-
sure, the cambodian embas-
sy in Thailand urged cambo-
dian migrants to abide by 
Thailand’s measures against 
covid-19. It also urged them 
not to leave Thailand to pre-
vent the spread of the virus.

centre for alliance of La-
bour and human rights ex-
ecutive director moeun Tola 
said there are three reasons 
why migrant workers re-
turned – to celebrate Khmer 
New Year, the fear of catch-
ing covid-19, and the lack of 
work in Thailand after the US 
suspended its Generalised 
System of Preferences (GSP).

he said migrant workers liv-
ing in Thailand were also fac-
ing financial difficulties. he 
urged the ministry of Foreign 
affairs and the cambodian 
embassy in Bangkok to nego-
tiate with Thailand to at least 
reduce their rental payments 
if they could not live for free.

“We should consider how 
can we help them, or pre-
pare a safe place in Thailand 
for them pending their re-
turn. We could have a centre 
where they could quarantine 
themselves for 14 days before 
returning home,” Tola said.

Lockdown possible 
if virus cases found

Dispute over number held 
for disseminating fake news

ministry: Update worker contact info

Ry Sochan

T
hE National police 
told The Post that 
nine people were 
sent to court for shar-

ing fake news about covid-19 
infections, while NGO Licad-
ho claimed 19 people were 
arrested, 13 of whom were 
released. 

National Police spokesman 
chhay Kim Khoeun told The 
Post on Tuesday that it is on 
the hunt for one more per-
son involved in sharing fake 
news. 

On monday, Licadho post-
ed on Facebook that several 
cambodians had been arrest-
ed for sharing rumours on so-
cial media, even if they shared 
the information through pri-
vate messages.

according to the Facebook 
post, the users either pledged 
to stop spreading “govern-
ment-labelled” fake news or 
were charged and sent to pre-
trial detention.

“From January 30 until 
now, we have found 19 cases.  
among them, six suspects 
were detained and 13 oth-
ers were released,” said am 
Sam ath, the deputy director 
of monitoring at Licadho. he 
said all six accused were for-
mer cambodia National res-
cue Party (cNrP) activists.

Sam ath said the cloud of 

uncertainty over covid-19 has 
led some to post their theo-
ries online. Sometimes, such 
theories could be considered 
fake news and deemed a 
threat to society. 

“These arrests could be 
construed as restricting free-
dom of expression. This is not 
a good option. The good thing 
to do would be to educate 

people about covid-19 with 
real information. make sure 
that they understand, so they 
can cooperate in preventing 
its spread,” he said.

ministry of Interior spokes-
man Khieu Sopheak told The 
Post on Tuesday that the sus-
pects were sent to court for 
further legal action. Sopheak 
referred to them as oppor-

tunists taking advantages of 
the outbreak to promote their 
political party and criticise 
the government. 

“Everyone is worried and 
cooperating to prevent this 
virus, [but] these people took 
the opportunity to promote 
propaganda, so let’s give the 
court the privilege of making 
a decision,” he said.

Long Kimmarita

ThE ministry of Labour and 
Vocational Training has told 
factories, companies and hotel 
owners across the Kingdom to 
keep up-to-date contact 
details of their workers in case 
they need to be contacted if a 
covid-19 outbreak occurs in 
the workplace.

a march 23 notice signed by 
minister Ith Sam heng said the 
ministry requires all workers 
to give clear and up-to-date 
contact numbers to senior of-
ficials at their workplaces. 

It also warned that failure to 
do so by employees or employ-
ers will result in fines and pen-
alties according to the law.

The notice said: “Those in 
charge of administrations, 
companies or others are re-
quired to update the contact 
numbers of your employees 
and give it to a working in-
spector before march 26.

“also, all workers must give 
an up-to-date phone number 
to their employers and need 
to be contactable on that 
number throughout march, 
april, may and so forth.

“If any worker changes his 
or her contact number, they 
will need to inform a senior 
immediately,” the notice said.

The ministry has given 
business owners three days 
from march 24 to 26 to up-
date employee phone num-
bers and send them to the 
inspection department of 
the ministry of Labour and 
the departments of labour in 

the capital and provinces.
“Owners or directors of 

companies, factories and 
hotels who fail to update em-
ployee contact numbers will 
be fined by the inspectors 
according to the Labour Law 
and are liable to penalties ac-
cording to the law in effect,” 
the ministry warned. 

Garment manufacturers as-
sociation in cambodia (Gmac) 
secretary-general Kaing monika 
said the three-day deadline is 
realistic for owners as the infor-
mation should be easily acces-
sible and mostly up-to-date.

“The ministry of Labour has 
brought in these measures to 
prevent the spread of covid-
19.  Being able to contact 
workers in the event of an 
outbreak is extremely impor-
tant, and if they are infected, 
they should let the workplace 
know as soon as possible.

“Where possible, owners 
and directors should also use 
electronic cash transfer sys-
tems to pay workers,” he said.

The collective Union 
of movement of Workers 
(cUmW) president Pav Sina 
told The Post on Tuesday 
that updating contact num-
bers during the pandemic is 
critical.

“Some employees don’t care 
about updating their contact 
numbers. 

They often change their 
contact numbers without tell-
ing their employers. So hope-
fully this message is widely 
disseminated,” he said.

he said if the ministry re-
quires that all workers update 
their contact numbers, they 
will be forced to use only one 
phone number.

If the announcement is dis-
seminated effectively, he said 

workers will stop changing 
their contact numbers, espe-
cially during the current pan-
demic.

“We understand that employ-
ees cannot use one smartphone 
forever, but during the pan-
demic, they should keep retain-
ing the same number to ensure 
their contact is up-to-date.

“By retaining contact num-
bers and ensuring they are up-
to-date, we will quickly be able 
to contact people should any-
one be exposed to covid-19 or 
develop symptoms,” he said.

cambodian apparel Work-
ers’ Democratic Union 
(cawdu) president ath Thon 
said the measures would en-
able the ministry to effectively 
manage the workforce and 
ensure every employee is con-
tactable should issues arise.

“It also means that it is dif-
ficult for companies to con-
ceal the number of workers 
they have as they will need to 
provide a contact number for 
each employee.

“Owners and employers 
have a duty to pay suspended 
workers 40 per cent of the min-
imum wage, with the remain-
ing 20 per cent being subsi-
dised by the government.

“The move by the ministry 
will ensure that all employees 
are on the books, with up to 
date contact numbers, prov-
ing they are eligible for the 
compensation. It is a win-win 
situation to stop the spread of 
covid-19 and also to ensure 
people receive suspension 
pay,” he said.

According to a Facebook post by NGO Licadho, several Cambodians have been arrested for sharing rumours 
on social media, even if they shared the information through private messages. police

A March 23 notice stipulates that all workers give clear and up-to-date 
contact numbers to senior officials at their workplaces. Hong menea 

Ry Sochan

IN light of cambodia confirm-
ing 91 covid-19 cases, Ger-
many announced on Tuesday 
that it will provide €1.5 million 
($1,618,000) to help support 
the covid-19 Emergency re-
sponse Plan in the Kingdom.

In a press release on Tues-
day, the German Embassy 
said: “as the number of con-
firmed covid-19 cases in the 
Kingdom increases, Ger-
many pledges $1.6 million to 
support the covid-19 Emer-
gency response Plan of the 
Government of the Kingdom 
of cambodia.

“The Plan aims to prevent, 
detect and respond to the 
rapid global spread of covid-
19 in the country.”

The German Embassy said 
Institut Pasteur du cambodge 
(IPc) is currently the only labora-
tory test centre for the new coro-
navirus, also called Sars coV-2. 

“The additional German 
government funds are ear-
marked for the Institut Pas-

teur to develop more testing 
capacity within the country.

“We will cooperate with 
the National Institute of Pub-
lic health to ensure that the 
country is prepared for the 
upcoming challenges for vi-
rus testing and further diag-
nostics,” it said.

German ambassador to 
cambodia christian Berger 
said Germany was cambodia’s 
longstanding development 
partner and has contributed to 
its healthcare sector since 2003.

“For a good containment 
strategy, it is crucial to have 
good capacities for virus test-
ing in place,” he said. 

The German Embassy add-
ed that the covid-19 Emer-
gency response Plan was 
under the authority of the 
ministry of health. 

The support of development 
partners like Germany is co-
ordinated through the World 
health Organisation (WhO) 
and includes contributions 
from the World Bank and oth-
er development partners.

cambodia gets $1.6m 
for covid-19 response 
from German gov’t

Germany will provide $1.6 million to help support the Covid-19 Emer-
gency Response Plan in the Kingdom. facebook
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Niem Chheng

ThE Phnom Penh municipal 
court has agreed to tempo-
rarily suspend the court case 
involving cambodia National 
rescue Party (cNrP) presi-
dent Kem Sokha, who is ac-
cused of conspiring with a 
foreign power to topple the 
government, due to the pre-
vailing covid-19 pandemic.

Presiding Judge Koy Sao 
on Tuesday decided to delay 
the trial after requests from 
lawyers on both sides. Judge 
Sao said: “I comply with the 
request to delay the trial until 
further notice.”

a request letter from gov-
ernment lawyers said: “The 
current global pandemic and 
the increasing outbreak of 
covid-19 in cambodia means 
it is not appropriate to con-
tinue the court case at this 
time.  The royal Government 
and other countries in the 
world are standing united to 
combat the pandemic. 

“They have banned the 
people from gathering in 
large numbers and have ad-
vised keeping a 1.5m distance 
from one another.

“Therefore, given the layout 
of the courts, it is not pos-
sible to keep to the recom-
mendations of the ministry of 
health.

“So to avoid infections and 
to not affect the interests of 

our clients, please understand 
and forgive us for requesting 
that the trial be moved to a 
later date.”

The request letter from 
Sokha’s lawyers cited similar 
reasons.

The trial started several 
weeks ago on January 15, 
2020. It was last heard in court 
on march 12.

In a Facebook post on Tues-
day, Sokha thanked the peo-
ple for contributing $5,000 to 
combat covid-19. 

The post said: “This morn-
ing, I gave the money to the 
National committee for com-
bating covid-19.  I thank ev-
eryone for their contributions, 
showing sympathy and sup-
porting Khmer people in times 
of emergency even though our 
brothers and sisters are run-
ning into their respective dif-
ficulties right now.”

On Tuesday, Sokha also 
posted on his Facebook page, 
urging people to commend 
the police for their efforts 
during these uncertain times, 
and for putting their lives on 
the line to fulfil their duties.

he said: “Please don’t dis-
tort the facts, do not fabricate 
news and don’t hide the truth. 
Please don’t have your judge-
ment clouded by political 
tendency and don’t discrimi-
nate against each other what-
soever during these difficult 
times.”

Sokha trial delay 
mutually agreed

Kingdom steps up TB fight
Ry Sochan

P
rImE minister hun 
Sen said cambodia 
needs to speed up 
efforts to reduce the 

morbidity and mortality rates 
of tuberculosis patients, as 
the Kingdom still had a high 
number of both compared to 
the rest of the world.

hun Sen’s speech came 
through a letter on monday, 
during the celebration of 
World Tuberculosis Day un-
der the theme, Time to speed 
up, and end Tuberculosis.

he said the Kingdom has 
achieved its goal in lowering 
morbidity and mortality rates 
of tuberculosis over the previ-
ous four years while noting it 
is something to be proud of.

“Even though we have had 
this success, I also understand 
that our Kingdom has many 
cases of tuberculosis com-
pared to other countries and 
there are many people who 
are still waiting for treatment.

“This requires us to speed 
up our efforts to further re-
duce the number infected by 
tuberculosis, which is in line 
with the Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals of the King-
dom of cambodia and the 
world,” he said.

according to him, the mor-
bidity and mortality rates of 
tuberculosis in cambodia has 
dropped significantly more 
than in other countries.

The mortality rate had de-

creased from 42 cases of out of 
100,000 patients a year in 2000 
to only 18 cases in the same 
number of patients in 2018 
(equal to 57 per cent). The num-
ber of infected dropped from 
575 cases in 2000 to 302 cases in 
2018 (or about 47 per cent).

“We all need to continue to 
work together and further fo-
cus on tuberculosis problems, 
as we try to improve health, 
quality of life and the dignity 
of our people,” hun Sen said.

a 2018 report by the min-

istry of health said the Na-
tional Tuberculosis control 
Programme maintains 100 
per cent coverage of Directly 
Observed Treatment Ser-
vices (DOTS) in all referral 
hospitals, health centres and 
health posts throughout the 
Kingdom, and has a network 
of 217 tuberculosis laborato-
ries.

The report also said 644 
health centres implemented 
community-based DOTS, 
while the implementation of 

tuberculosis-aIDS activities 
was available in all opera-
tional districts.

The same report mentioned 
that cambodia remains one 
of the top 30 countries in the 
world for the number of tu-
berculosis cases reported.

The National Tuberculosis 
control Programme has planned 
numerous programmes for the 
future, especially to contribute to 
health targets by the end of 2020 
as well as achieving sustainable 
development goals by 2030.

Hun Sen recently visited patients suffering from tuberculosis in Battambang province. facebook
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THE Phnom Penh Municipal Admin-
istration has urged residents to 
respect measures implemented dur-
ing the Khmer New Year to maintain 
security, safety, and public order.

The request comes after this year’s 
Wat Phnom Sangkran celebrations 
were suspended to prevent the spread 
of Covid-19 infections.

The announcement, signed by 
Phnom Penh municipal governor 
Khuong Sreng on Monday, said during 
Khmer New Year, everyone must obey 
traffic laws and not drink and drive.

He also said that people should 
take extra care to safeguard their per-
sonal property and take part in fire 
prevention measures such as paying 
attention to candles, incense, cook-
ing fires and electricity use.

Gambling, fire crackers and explo-
sives are also banned, he said.

He said the administration urges 
people to avoid activities such as 
spraying and throwing water and 
water balloons, hitting each other 
or driving motorbikes at high 
speeds on the street which can 
endanger people’s lives.

Khuong Sreng also said in another 
letter dated the same day, that to 

prevent the spread of Covid-19, the 
Sangkran preparation at Wat Phnom 
has been suspended.

He said all citizens should main-
tain personal hygiene by following 
the preventive measures recom-

mended by the Ministry of Health.
“The Phnom Penh Municipal 

Administration hopes that all resi-
dents, students and employees will 
comply with this notice. To author-
ities receiving this notification, you 

must collaborate and disseminate 
this information effectively and 
take strict legal action against any 
wrong doers who violate our tradi-
tional celebrations,” he said.

On Tuesday, Hen Phearak, a doc-

tor with more than 20 years’ experi-
ence in respiratory illnesses, said 
that Cambodia needed to monitor 
the situation closely in the run up to 
Khmer New Year.

He said “Since Covid-19 has not yet 
spread widely among the commu-
nity, games can be played in small 
numbers and small gatherings with 
local people in communities is rela-
tively safe.

“However if infections became 
more widespread and there are out-
breaks in communities, then all 
games during Khmer New Year should 
be suspended because of how easily 
the disease can spread.

Phearak said studying the Covid-
19 outbreak showed that a single 
person who is infected with the dis-
ease and who had not practiced pre-
vention measures, including social 
distancing can infect up to 400 peo-
ple every month. 

The statistics become dizzying if 
those people then go on to infect the 
same number of other people.

He said keeping the recommended 
1.5m distance from people was 
important to stop the masses from 
being infected. He said people should 
be especially careful in crowds, such 
as those during Khmer New Year.
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New tax rates announced 
for businesses and employees 
Voun Dara

T
HE Ministry of Econ-
omy and Finance has 
revised the tax rates 
for all business own-

ers and employees in Cam-
bodia. Employers were in-
structed to deduct employee 
taxes according to the new 
rates from February onwards. 
Taxpayers have to submit the 
tax declaration by the 20th of 
each month.

The notice implemented 
the new tax rates under Arti-
cle 5 of the sub-decree dated 
on February 12.

The notice said: “All enter-
prises are subject to tax. res-
idents, the state institutions 
and organisations that have 
the obligation to withhold 
and pay tax on salaries have 
to implement the new rate 
for employee salaries from 
February onwards. They will 
have to submit the tax decla-
ration letters on the 20th of 
each month.”

The revised tax rate on 
monthly salaries up to 1.3 
million riel is zero, five per 
cent on salaries between 1.3 
million riel to two million 
riel, 10 per cent on salaries 

between two million riel and 
8.5 million riel, 15 per cent 
on salaries between 8.5 mil-
lion riel and 12.5 million riel, 
and 20 per cent on salaries of 
more than 12.5 million riel.

The notice said civil ser-
vants, teachers, doctors and 
workers with children and 
spouses are allowed to reduce 
taxes based on salaries of 
150,000 riel per month.  Those 
making between 1.3 million 
riel and two million riel could 
be exempt from tax. 

In the new Article 42 of the 
Taxation Law, the word “salary” 
refers to salaries, remuneration, 

allowances, premiums, over-
time pay,  compensation, and 
benefits  paid to employees.

A similar notice was issued 
by the ministry on January 15, 
2018, with different tax rates.

The 2018 notice announced 
tax rates of zero for a salary up 
to 12 million riel, five per cent 
on salaries between 1.2 mil-
lion and two million riel, 10 
per cent on salaries between 
two million riel and 8.5 mil-
lion riel, 15 per cent on sala-
ries between 8.5 million riel 
and 12.5 million riel, and 20 
per cent on salaries of more 
than 12.5 million riel. 

The Ministry of Economy and Finance has lowered tax rates to assist civil servants, teachers, doctors, and workers with families. heng chivoan 

A Forestry Administration officer revealing timber concealed in a lorry 
in Kampong Thom. supplied

People walk past pig statues built to commemorate Khmer New Year in 2019. hong chivoan 

Call to respect law at Khmer New Year celebrations 

Hunt for driver over 
timber concealment 
in truck in K Thom 
Soth Koemsoeun

KAMPONG Thom Forestry 
Administration officers are on 
the lookout for the owner of a 
lorry which attempted to 
transport six cubic meters of 
second-grade timber con-
cealed under charcoal in 
Kakoh commune, in Santuk 
district, Kampong Thom prov-
ince, on Sunday.

The lorry was stopped by 
administration officers but the 
driver escaped.

Kampong Thom Provincial 
Forestry Administration head 
Bun Sothy told The Post on 
Tuesday that his officers and 
the Taing Krasaing Forestry 
Administration have been 
investigating the case and 
were searching for the driver.

“The lorry was attempting to 
transport timber from Preah 
Vihear to Phnom Penh. The 
authorities stopped it in Kakoh 
commune where they found 
the timber after a tip-off from 
secret agents,” he said.

After receiving the tip-off, 
authorities sought permission 
from the Kampong Thom Pro-
vincial Court to search the lorry. 

After taking off a top layer of 
charcoal, the second-grade tim-
ber was found underneath.  

“This type of timber is used 
for building houses. The 
authorities have confiscated it 
and it will be kept at the Taing 
Krasaing Forestry Administra-
tion.

“We are investigating to 
identify the owner and driver 
of the lorry. When the lorry 
driver saw the authorities, he 
immediately stopped and fled 
on foot,” Sothy said.

Kampong Thom provincial 
police chief Ouk Kosal and 
Santuk district police chief 
Mao Chanthy declined to 
comment on the matter.

Santuk district military 
police commander Srey Sam-
nang said his officials did not 
take part in the operation as 
there was no request. 

On Tuesday, local media 
identified the owner of the 
timber as a person called Dy. 
The media reports claimed 
that Dy is a nephew of a pow-
erful person and therefore 
unafraid of the law or any 
repercussions from the illegal 
activity.
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Khouth Sophak Chakrya

WILDLIFE alliance cambodia 
(Wac) and the Prambei mom 
Forest community (PmFc) 
have united to protect a forest 
area spanning 937ha across 
Kampong Speu province to 
conserve its broad biodiversity. 

community forest chief 
Soeun Lay told The Post on 
Tuesday that the protected 
area consists of different ter-
rains including highlands and 
mountain ranges. 

he said the area is home of 
many species of wild animals 
such as red jungle fowls, wild 
boars, wolves, monitor liz-
ards, hydrosaurus salvators 
(asian water monitor lizard), 
tragulus javanicuses (Java 
mousedeer), peafowl and en-
dangered bantengs. 

The PmFc said: “We have 
protected this forest area for 
19 years. Our goal is to protect 
and conserve this amazingly 
bio-diverse region, especially 
for animals like the banteng 
which are endangered.

he said that the PmFc is sup-
ported by 678 families or 2,269 
people. “We have protected 
this forest voluntarily, day and 
night, since 2003. Thanks to 
that effort, the ministry of agri-
culture, Forestry and Fisheries 
on april 3, 2018, acknowledged 
the area formally.

“On September 10, 2018, an 
agreement was signed granting 
the land to the community who 
has protected it. Wildlife alli-
ance has also sent forest rangers 
to help with our work and raise 
money to continue our patrols. 

“It also provided our com-
munity with three jerry cans 
of gasoline (90 litres), 100 
boxes of pure drinking water, 
100kg of milled rice, clothes 
and some other equipment 
over the last month,” he said.

he said to track wild animals in 
the area, Wildlife alliance’s rang-
ers had installed seven cameras 
in the forest and collected data 
from them once a month.

Wac said supporting PmFc 
and its community was an 
important part of the organi-
sation’s own programme.

“The community has played 
a crucial role in protecting and 
conserving wild animals within 
this area and we are proud to 
support them in their quest.

“The community rangers 
have helped to protect en-
dangered bantengs, of which 
there are only around 4,000 
left in Southeast asia.

Wac added it will continue 
to contribute to the com-
munity’s conservation ef-
forts where possible and has 
pledged to provide financial 
support to community pa-
trols for the next two years. 

NGOs unite to 
protect 937ha  
forest in K Speu 

NGO teaches 
handicraft to 
raise incomes
Voun Dara

T
hE cambodian Wild-
life conservation So-
ciety (WcS) organised 
a training course for 

nine locals in Pu char and Pu 
Kong villages, Sre Preah com-
mune, in mondulkiri province 
last week to teach them how 
to make handicrafts out of lo-
cally grown bamboo to raise 
their income.

WcS country director Ken 
Serey rotha told The Post on 
Tuesday that the five-day 
training course was support-
ed by USaID as part of the 
Keo Seima Wildlife Sanctuary 
conservation Project in oper-
ation from last year to 2021.

“The training aims to build 
capacity within communities 
located adjacent to the Keo 
Seima Wildlife Sanctuary.

“During the training, par-
ticipants practised crafting 
items such as kettles, teacups, 
tissue boxes, pen boxes and 
smartphone stands that can 
be sold at markets to increase 
community income,” he said.

Improving livelihoods in lo-
cal communities and restoring 
the bamboo forest at the Keo 
Seima Wildlife Sanctuary are 
two of several components in 

the Keo Seima Wildlife Sanc-
tuary conservation Project.

Serey rotha said the training 
was given to nine prominent 
figures from the area, includ-
ing one woman. They would 
then pass on the knowledge 
to a wider number of people 
across nearby villages.

“It was an honour to have 
a Banong ethnic woman 
participating in the training 
because usually, due to the 
indigenous people’s customs, 
she would not be allowed to 
join with the men.

“We hope, with Banong set-
ting an example, we can get 
other ethnic women to par-
ticipate in the future,” said 
Serey rotha.

he said that local people in 
around 20 villages will benefit 
from the project and that upon 
completion of the training, 
the new skills learnt will allow 
them to sell handicraft prod-
ucts in markets, restaurants 
and other tourist resorts. 

“The bamboo handicrafts 
that people make are from 
existing bamboo in the com-
munity. 

“We have advised them to 
expand their bamboo cultiva-
tion so that they do not rely 
solely on natural bamboo.

“We want people to create 
community bamboo farms 
for making such products,” 
he said.

Serey rotha said the project 
will enable people to change 
their behaviour from relying 
on natural resources and no-
madic farming which causes 
deforestation and instead be-
gin to use handicraft produc-
tion as a means of earning a 
sustainable income.  

Ngeub Luonh, the deputy 
chief of the Sre Preah bam-
boo group in Pu char village, 
said after the training, the vil-
lagers could produce quality 
bamboo handicrafts.

“The items we produce, 
such as a set of cups or a kettle, 
could be sold at the market for 
60,000 riel ($15). Other pieces, 
such as the tissue and pen 
boxes can fetch between 5,000 
($1.25) and 6,000 riel ($1.50).

We have also set up craft cen-
tres to sell community handi-
crafts. The people are happy to 

receive the training because it 
diversifies their skills and ca-
pacity to earn an income be-
yond just traditional farming.

ministry of Environment 
secretary of state and spokes-
man Neth Pheaktra said his 
ministry supports commu-
nity training as a policy to de-
velop local communities and 
create new occupations.

he said: “It is important 
that people do not rely solely 
on forestry products, logging 
or hunting of wildlife to sup-
port their livelihoods.

“Producing handicrafts not 
only creates extra business 
for a community but ties in to 
overall community develop-
ment,” he said.

The ministry’s policy is to 
create new businesses and in-
come to relieve people from 
their past dependency on 
forestry. In future, we want to 
increase income for the com-
munity while protecting our 
environment,” he said.

The people made handicrafts out of locally grown bamboo in Pu Char 
village, Keo Seima district, Mondulkiri province. WCS



Thou Vireak

T
HE Asian Develop-
ment Bank (ADB) 
said the Kingdom will 
see losses amount to 

more than $390 million due 
to the economic impact of the 
Covid-19 outbreak this year.

Cambodia is also set to 
suffer the worst economic 
impacts caused by the novel 
coronavirus outbreak among 
the Asean member states.

The government has already 
downgraded its economic 
growth forecast projection for 
this year to 6.1 per cent from 6.5 
per cent due to Covid-19, cli-
mate change, and geopolitics.

ADB also forecast economic 
losses across the Asian re-
gion – Thailand is forecast to 
lose $5,601 million or -1.11 
per cent of its GDP, Singapore 
$1,047million (-0.57 per cent) 
and Vietnam $1,012 million 
(-0.41 per cent).

Lao PDR is also forecast to 

lose $39.27 million or -0.22 per 
cent of its GDP, Malaysia $830 
million (-0.23 per cent), Phil-
ippines $989million (-0.3 per 
cent), Indonesia $2,263 million 
(-0.22 per cent), and Brunei 
$28million (-0.21 per cent).

The ADB said the global 
impact of the virus ranges be-
tween $77 billion and $347 bil-
lion, with the China account-
ing for two-thirds of the total.

It said the ongoing Covid-
19 situation is affecting China 
and other developing Asian 
economies through numer-
ous channels, including sharp 
declines in domestic demand, 
lower tourism and business 
travel, reduced trade and pro-
duction linkages, supply dis-
ruptions, and health effects.

Ministry of Economy and 
Finance spokespersons, Kim 
Sopheak told The Post that 
the ministry is studying the 
economic impacts of Covid-
19, and hopes to publish its 
findings as soon as possible.

Centre for Policy Studies 
(CPS) director Chan Sophal, 
said the Kingdom’s economy 
will be heavily impacted by 
the virus.

“I expect the loss to be much 
more than this [ADB’s data], 
but we don’t have any accurate 
data yet because the pandemic 
is still ongoing, and the situ-
ation is uncertain. However, 

I believe that the size of the 
impact will account for $1 bil-
lion,” Sophal said.

In 2018, income from inter-
national tourism grew by 20.3 
per cent compared to 2017. 
Tourism revenue contributes 
about 12.1 per cent to the King-
dom’s gross domestic product, 
the Ministry of Tourism said.

Cambodia earned $4.91 bil-

lion in international tourism 
revenue last year, a 12.4 per 
cent increase over 2018’s $4.37 
billion, said the ABD report.

Most developing Asian 
economies are already re-
sponding to the Covid-19 out-
break in various ways. Many 
governments have mobilised 
inter-agency task forces and 
other coordinating mecha-

nisms to ensure a harmon-
ised response, the ADB said.

Prime Minister Hun Sen 
earlier this month said the 
government had allocated 
$800 million to $2 billion to 
address the economic im-
pacts of the novel coronavirus 
outbreak, including $30 mil-
lion for the Ministry of Health 
to fight the virus.
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Hin Pisei 

THE number of international flights to 
and from Cambodia’s three airports in 
March is forecast to decline by around 40 
per cent compared to December last year, 
since the Covid-19 outbreak. 

The data was presented during a meet-
ing between Interior Minister Sar Kheng 
and immigration police officers at Phnom 
Penh International Airport on Tuesday.

Reports from the three international 
airports said in December last year, 
there were a total of 4,241 international 
flights to Cambodia, compared to only 
2,575 flights so far in March – a 40 per 
cent decrease.

The number of international passen-
gers taking flights in December was down 
55 per cent at 362,414, compared to 
170,387 in March.

Sar Kheng said so far many countries had 
acted against the spread of Covid-19, despite 
knowing that some of their measures will 
have a detrimental effect on economic 
growth and the people’s livelihoods.

He also said that some countries have 
closed their borders, shut down airlines 
and gone into lockdown.

“That is why the number of flights to and 
from Cambodia is falling. For Cambodia, 
our airways are not closed, but in many 
other countries, they are closed. It could 
mean that we are also forced to close,” he 
said, adding, however, that so far, there 
were no plans to close the airport.

Khmer Angkor Tour Guide Association 
(Katga) representative, Khieu Thy, told 

The Post on Tuesday that tourism in Siem 
Reap province is suffering the worst 
impacts of the Covid-19 epidemic, reduc-
ing visitors to nearly zero.

He said if scientists do not find a vaccine 
to treat the disease, the long-term losses 
in the tourism sector will be much great-
er. Currently, he said, many members of 
his association are staying home or have 
been forced to find other work.

He said last year, tourist guides in Siem 
Reap province could earn an average of 
$500 per month, but this has drastically 
fallen to almost nothing.

A Ministry of Tourism report released in 
January said Cambodia received a total of 
547,963 international visitors, a drop of 

15.3 per cent compared to the same peri-
od in last year.

The figures were broken down into air, 
land and waterway travellers with air 
visitors numbering 332,134, down 17.7 
per cent while land visitors fell to 189,412, 
down 13. 6 per cent. However, waterway 
visitors rose eight per cent to 26 417.

The data also showed that Chinese tour-
ists accounted for 123,550 – down 32.3 per 
cent from 182,449 while Korean visitors 
fell 10.1 per cent to 37 206. However, those 
from the US rose 0.2 per cent to 30,315.

There was also a rise in visitors through 
the borders. Thai tourists accounted for 
53,874 – up 22.2 per cent, and Vietnamese 
tourists rose 19.6 per cent to 75,926. 

Cambodian 
economy will 
be ‘worst hit 
in Asean’ ADB

MoUs boost finance 
access for SME’s
Thou Vireak

THE Agriculture and Rural 
Development Bank (ARDB) 
has signed Memorandums of 
Understanding (MoU) with 
the Cambodia Food Manufac-
ture Association (CFMA) to 
disburse $50 million in loans 
from the government to small- 
and medium-sized enterprises 
(SME) for business expansion 
and productivity.

ARDB CEO Kao Thach said 
during the signing ceremony 
on Monday that the funds will 
help boost Cambodian exports 
so the Kingdom can repel 
some of the economic impacts 
from Covid-19.

“ARDB will provide all SMEs 
with low-interest loans. The 
fund can provide for up to 500 
SME’s to expand their busi-
nesses,” he said.

The fund aims to help com-
panies boost productivity and 
improve their competitiveness 
amid the impact of the Covid-
19 outbreak and the EU’s par-
tial withdrawal of the Every-
thing but Arms (EBA) scheme, 
ARDB said.

Enterprises can borrow up 
to $300,000 each, with a low 
six per cent annual interest 

rate for loans used as work-
ing capital and 6.5 per cent 
for those used for invest-
ment, it said.

The president of CFMA, 
Meav Soktry said he will rec-
ommend that his members 
apply for loans from ARDB.

“CFMA greatly appreciates 
the ARDB providing low-in-
terest loans to SMEs. For 
those of my members who 
want to expand their busi-
nesses, I will recommend 
they apply for loans from this 
bank,” Soktry said.

Despite the low-interest 
loans, SMEs are unlikely to 
apply for them due to rising 
economic uncertainty caused 
by Covid-19.

Thach told The Post on 
Monday that the bank had 
not yet received proposals 
from the SME sector for loans 
because of Covid-19 pan-
demic.

Last week the ARDB also 
signed an MoU with Cambo-
dia Women Entrepreneurs 
Association (CWEA), Young 
Entrepreneurs Association of 
Cambodia (YEAC), and Cam-
bodia Investors Club (CIC) to 
enhance access to finance for 
SMEs. 

Flights decline due to coronavirus 

The Kingdom will see losses amount to more than $390 million due to Covid-19 outbreak. HONG MENEA

The number of international flights in March is forecast to decline by 40 per cent . pOst stAff
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covid-19 brings chaos to textile industry
May Kunmakara

T
hE Garment manu-
facturers association 
in cambodia (Gmac) 
on Tuesday urged 

factories not to suspend ship-
ments of goods that have al-
ready been produced as well 
as those in production.

It said it was important for 
the Kingdom to maintain 
production and exports to 
sustain the industry during 
the covid-19 pandemic.

The call from Gmac came 
after some key buyers from 
the US and Europe, such as 
h&m, Zara, mango, Primark, 
macy’s and J.c. Penney an-
nounced last week a halt to 
production since the pan-
demic has caused a decrease 
in global demand. 

The Gmac said: “The cur-
rent global pandemic of covid-
19 has brought chaos to all our 
lives and businesses. To over-
come this critical situation, 
Gmac appeals to all stakehold-
ers to join hands so that we can 
survive together,” it said.

“To all the buyers, please don’t 
give up on cambodia. We urge 
you to fulfil your existing con-
tractual obligations by taking 
delivery of already produced 
goods and goods currently in 
production and pay under the 
regular terms. This will allow 
us to pay our workers and con-
tinue the work for them.

“To all factories, workers’ 
safety comes first! Please 
continue to stay vigilant and 

maintain high levels of hy-
giene as a preventive mea-
sure at the workplace in order 
to protect our workforce and 
help prevent the spread of the 
virus.

“Please ensure your workers 
understand and strictly follow 
the guidelines and regulations 
issued by our government.

“Together, we can surely 
overcome this pandemic, pro-

tect our lives and ensure the 
survival of our businesses.”

The Gmac also called on all 
Workers and Unions to have 
confidence in the preventive 
measures being implemented 
at the workplaces. 

according to Sourcing Jour-
nal published on march 18, 
h&m, Zara, mango, Primark, 
macy’s and J.c. Penney are 
just some of the buyers which 

halted production, leaving 
vendors at a loss for next steps, 
and others in the supply chain 
at risk of losing their jobs.

according to Sourcing Jour-
nal, h&m announced on last 
Tuesday that it would tempo-
rarily close all its stores in the 
US and Germany, as well as 
all stores in canada, Portugal 
and Belgium. 

These closures followed the 

retailer’s monday an-
nouncement that all stores in 
Switzerland, Greece, Slovakia, 
Lithuania, Peru, Ukraine, the 
Philippines, malaysia and cy-
prus are now closed, too.

“at this point it is 
therefore,necessary to tem-
porarily hold back on previ-
ously planned orders. 

“Our long-term commitment 
to suppliers will remain intact, 

but in this extreme situation, we 
need to respond fast, together 
with our business partners, 
and make decisions that can be 
difficult in the short-term, but 
necessary in the long-term.

“We will start placing orders 
again as soon as the situation al-
lows,” said their announcement 
as quoted in Source Journal.

Gmac secretary-general 
Ken Loo confirmed to The 
Post on Tuesday that present-
ly, many buyers are suspend-
ing and cancelling orders and 
even refusing to take delivery 
of orders already produced or 
currently in production.

“In recent days, many buy-
ers have started to enact 
drastic measures in response 
to the developments of the 
covid-19 pandemic.

“These include immediate or-
der cancellations and declining 
to accept delivery of orders cur-
rently in production and even 
those that have been produced 
but are yet to be shipped.

“This will severely impact 
the cash flow of factories as 
we will not be able to sell our 
products or receive payments 
or compensation for them.

“The most direct and imme-
diate consequence is that fac-
tories will struggle to pay the 
wages of workers,” he said.

currently, cambodia has 
over 500 textile factories em-
ploying more than 700, 000 
workers. Last year, the textile 
industry made up 70 per cent 
of the kingdoms’ total exports 
valued at $7.5 billion.

GMAC has urged factories not to suspend shipments of goods that have already been produced and those in production.  pOST STAFF,

Postponing the Olympics 
comes at a cost for Japan
a historic decision to postpone 
this year’s Olympic Games over 
the coronavirus pandemic is 
likely to pile on the pain for 
Japan’s economy, already expect-
ed to be roiled by the global virus 
outbreak, economists say.

at the end of 2019, organisers 
estimated the total cost of the 
Games at around 1.35 trillion 
yen ($12.6 billion).

That is divided between the 
city of Tokyo, which is paying 597 
billion yen ($5.35 billion), the 
Japanese organising committee, 
which contributes 603 billion 
yen ($5.4 billion) and the central 
government, which is paying 150 
billion yen ($1.34 billion).

But the actual costs for the 
country have been hotly debat-
ed, with a widely publicised 
audit report estimating nation-
al government spending from 
the bid in 2013 until 2018 at 
1.06 trillion yen ($9.5 billion), 
nearly 10 times the budget.

Japanese businesses have 
also poured money into the 
event in sponsorships, paying 
out a record 348 billion yen 
($3.3 billion).

and that figure doesn’t 
include the partnerships signed 
between major companies and 
the International Olympic 
committee for rights to spon-
sor several Games. among 
those are giants including 
Japan’s Toyota, Bridgestone 
and Panasonic.

according to analysts at cap-
ital Economics, one key factor 
to consider in terms of how a 

postponement might hit 
Japan’s economy is that most 
of the spending has already 
happened.

That means the effects of 
outlays, most notably on con-
struction of new sporting ven-
ues, has already been factored 
into GDP in recent years.

But a postponement could 
drag down tourism as well as 
general consumption in the 
country, already under pres-
sure after a controversial sales 
tax hike last year.

Tourism in Japan was already 
struggling before the coronavi-
rus pandemic, amid a diplo-
matic spat with South Korea 
that prompted boycott calls. 

and with the virus outbreak, 
Japan has seen a further fall in 
South Korean numbers, as well 
as a plunge in travellers from 
china, which together account-

ed for nearly half the 31.9 mil-
lion foreign visitors to the 
country in 2019.

In February, the number of 
foreign visitors to Japan fell 
58.3 per cent compared to a 
year early, with a plunge of 87.9 
percent in tourists coming 
from china, official figures 
show.

It is also unclear what effect 
it might have on the 240 billion 
yen ($2.28 billion) in spending 
from foreign spectators expect-
ed to attend the Games.

The Tokyo 2020 organisers 
decline to say how many for-
eign visitors they expect to 
visit Japan specifically to watch 
the sporting action.

So far 4.5 million tickets have 
been sold in Japan, with around 
7.8 million expected to be sold 
overall, 20 to 30 per cent of 
them internationally. AFp

The new Tokyo stadium, the main venue for 2020 Olympic Games. AFp
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S’pore’s insurance sector in red
S

INGaPOrE’S general 
insurance industry sank 
into the red last year 
with an underwriting 

loss of $28 million compared 
with an underwriting profit of 
$36.3 million in 2018.

The loss was largely due to a 
12.2 per cent or $159 million in-
crease in total insurance claims 
paid out last year, the General 
Insurance association of Sin-
gapore (GIa) said in results re-
leased on Tuesday.

The five largest segments – 
motor, health, property, em-
ployer’s liability and travel, 
which make up 70 per cent of 
the general insurance market 
– recorded a combined un-
derwriting loss of $43.4 mil-
lion in 2019.

Partially offsetting this loss 
was underwriting profit of 
$17.2 million from the per-
sonal accident segment.

Gross written premiums for 
the overall sector grew 7.6 per 
cent on the year to $4.1 bil-
lion as at Dec 31, 2019.

By segment, motor insur-
ance was the largest contribu-
tor to gross written premiums, 
raking in some $1.12 billion 
last year, up 1 per cent from 
2018. however, it also weighed 
down the sector’s overall un-
derwriting performance, by 
incurring a 7.6 per cent or 
$41.3 million increase in total 
claims paid out. The motor 
insurance segment posted 
an underwriting loss of $17.4 
million, versus a profit of $9.2 
million in the previous year.

There was a shift in vehicle 
ownership in Singapore in 
2019, with vehicle population 
at its highest since 2013, fu-
elled mainly by a spike in pri-
vate-hire cars, the GIa said.

“This meant that the sector 
was insuring a vehicle popu-
lation with higher risk pro-
files as private-hire cars are 
driven more frequently on the 
road,” the association noted. 
This was reflected in the total 
number of accident reports 
last year, which increased by 
1.4 per cent from 2018.

as for health insurance, the 
second-largest general insur-
ance segment in Singapore, 
underwriting loss narrowed 
to $11.2 million last year, 
compared with a $44.2 mil-
lion loss in the year prior.

The upward trend in health 
insurance claims continued, 
with an 8.1 per cent or $22.6 
million increase in payouts to 
policyholders requiring medi-
cal treatments last year. Gross 
written premiums for the seg-
ment rose about 14.3 per cent 
to $666.8 million, from $583.3 

million a year ago.
The employers’ liability in-

surance segment was buoyed 
by a sustained growth in em-
ployment for the construc-
tion sector last year, which 
led to an 8.9 per cent increase 
in gross written premiums.

The sector paid $8.29 mil-
lion more in work injury com-
pensation amid a 5 per cent 
rise in the number of non-
fatal injuries, even though 
the number of workplace fa-
talities fell to a record low last 
year, the GIa said.

The loss was largely due to a 12.2 per cent or $159 million increase in total insurance claims paid out last 
year. STRAITS TIMES/PIxAbAy

TOKYO stocks soared more 
than seven per cent on Tues-
day, boosted by a weak yen 
and aggressive asset-buying 
from the Bank of Japan and fol-
lowing huge support measures 
from the US Federal reserve 
during the virus outbreak.

The benchmark Nikkei 225 
index rose 7.13 per cent – the 
biggest jump since February 
2016 – or 1,204.57 points to 
close at 18,092.35, while the 
broader Topix index was up 
3.18 per cent, or 41.09 points, 
at 1,333.10.

The market opened sharply 
higher as the yen fell against 
the dollar as the Bank of Japan’s 
mopped up exchange-traded 
funds (ETFs), dealers said.

“market sentiment re-
mained positive for the rest of 
the day,” Shinichi Yamamoto, 
a broker at Okasan Securities 
in Tokyo, told aFP.

The greenback was chang-
ing hands at 110.44 yen in 
afternoon trade, down from 
111.26 yen in New York on 
monday afternoon but still 
sharply higher than 105-107 
yen ranges seen a week ago.

a cheaper yen is good for 
Japanese exporters as it makes 
their products more competi-
tive abroad while inflating 
profits when repatriated.

“But it’s unlikely for only 
Tokyo shares to recover while 
others are still struggling,” Ya-
mamoto said.

“We are expecting to see ups 

and downs for now as a sign of 
an end to the outbreak has yet 
to be seen,” Yamamoto said.

The gains in Japan were in 
line with a much-needed rally 
across asia after the Fed un-
veiled a batch of aggressive 
measures to support the econ-
omy that essentially sees the 
US central bank print dollars.

In Tokyo, SoftBank Group 
surged 18.95 per cent to 3,791 
yen – after rising more than 
18 per cent on monday, in 
response to news that it will 
sell up to $41 billion in assets 
to finance a stock buyback, 
reduce debts and increase its 
cash reserves after weeks of 
heavy losses in its shares.

Toyota gained 1.31 per cent 
to 6,253 yen after it and ma-
jor telecom group NTT jointly 
announced plans for a capital 
tie-up for a “smart city” proj-
ect, putting up some 200 bil-
lion yen each.

NTT was down 2.50 per cent 
at 2,437.5 yen.

The news came after Toyota 
announced temporary pro-
duction suspension at five 
domestic plants to cope with 
slumping demand caused by 
the coronavirus outbreak.

Japan Post rose 4.79 per cent to 
811.3 yen on media reports that 
the group is planning to slash 
10,000 post office personnel, 
five per cent of its workforce.

Sony rose 5.65 per cent to 
6,198 yen and canon gained 
4.57 per cent at 2,331 yen.

Nikkei closes 
more than 7%up



WHILE no foreign investors in 
Nepal have showed up in recent 
past, both imports and exports 
have slowed, officials say.

It all started in China in 
December last year. The coro-
navirus outbreak threatened 
the nation’s health as well as 
its economy. The Chinese gov-
ernment took drastic meas-
ures to control the spread. 
Now with the spread largely 
contained, China is trying to 
get back on its feet. 

Covid-19, the disease caused 
by the virus, however, has by 
now taken the shape of a pan-
demic. Nepal may not have 
reported any new cases, but its 
trade and investment have 
taken a huge beating, as the 
rest of the world struggles to 
cope with the virus.

“Since the coronavirus out-
break in China, we have seen 
nominal presence of foreign 
investors at our office,” said 
Jiwan Prakash Sitaula, director 
general at the Department of 
Industry. “Now with the global 
outbreak, we have not received 
even a single foreign invest-
ment application in the last 
two weeks.”

During the first six months of 
the current fiscal year, foreign 
direct investment (FDI) pledg-
es increased by 315.3 per cent 

to Rs190.36 billion, according 
to the Department of Industry, 
which is responsible for regis-
tering industries including 
those with foreign invest-
ments.

Most of the foreign invest-
ment commitments were 
received from China.

Foreign investment is one of 
the sectors affected by the 
novel coronavirus, which has 
so far infected more than 
145,000 people and killed 5,000 
people globally.

The Nepal government on 
Thursday temporarily stopped 
issuing on-arrival visas to tour-
ists from all countries, put an 
end to all spring mountaineer-
ing expeditions, including 
Everest ascents, and halted the 
issuance of labour permits—
all to prevent the spread of 
Covid-19. This meant a huge 
blow to the tourism and avia-
tion sectors.

Now while foreign invest-
ments have slowed, the virus 
impact is being seen on the 
trade sector as well.

One of the exports that has 
massively suffered is handi-
craft.

“Exports have practically 
stalled for now,” said Dharma 
Raj Shakya, immediate past 
president of the Federation of 

Handicraft Association of 
Nepal, a grouping of handi-
craft producers. China, 
Europe and the US are major 
markets for Nepali handi-
crafts and they too are strug-
gling in the wake of the Cov-
id-19 outbreak.

“Our statistics show that 
monthly export is worth 
around Rs1 million to Rs 1.5 
million,” said Shakya. “Foreign 
tourists used to purchase 
handicrafts in Thamel and 
other tourist spots and handi-
crafts sales in these areas have 
also gone down as tourists are 
no longer coming to the coun-
try.”

According to the federation, 
handicraft exports are worth 
around Rs6 billion a year.

Shakya said handicraft pro-
duction has also been affected 
due to a shortage of raw mate-
rials, which mostly come from 
China and other virus-hit 
countries.

“For example, wool and yarn 
come from China for pashmina 
products and metals come 
from China and Singapore for 
metal crafts,” said Shakya.

Exports of garment and car-
pets are also expected to suffer 
as they depend largely on 
Europe and the US.

Since China is the second-

largest trading partner, imports 
have also been hugely affect-
ed.

Importers said that imports 
have come down drastically 
since February. Currently, 
movement of people and goods 
has been halted at both border 
points with China – Rasuwaga-
dhi and Tatopani.

Bachhu Poudel, president of 
the Trans Himalaya Border 
Commerce Association, a 
grouping of traders involved in 
Nepal-China trade, said that 
there has been no import of 
goods from China through the 
land routes for the last two 
months and import through the 
sea routes has also been largely 
halted.

“We used to supply new goods 
in the market at an interval of 
15 days to one month, which is 
not happening now,” he said. 
“There is no big demand for 
goods from the market.”

The share of wholesale and 
retail activities in the local econ-
omy is the second-largest after 
agriculture.

“If the situation prolongs, 
more people who depend on 
the trading sector may lose their 
jobs,” said Poudel.

Businessmen say they have 
not been able to import raw 
materials needed for various 

industries as well, particularly 
from China.

With several businesses 
affected, banks and financial 
institutions are worried about 
the recovery of loans.

According to the Nepal Ras-
tra Bank, the banks and 
financial institutions have 
loan exposure of Rs138.68 bil-
lion in the hotel and restau-
rant sectors as of the first 
seven months of the current 
fiscal year. “We are also wor-
ried about the recovery of the 
loans,” said Bhuvan Dahal, 
president of Nepal Bankers’ 
Association, a grouping of 
chief executive officers of the 
commercial banks. “Let’s see 
what happens by the end of 
the third quarter [mid-April], 
when the repayments are to 
be made.”

As Covid-19 poses a threat to 
various businesses, Nepal’s 
economy is staring at a slow-
down.

Asian Development Bank, in 
its recent report, projected 
that the country’s economy 
could lose from $12.12 million 
to $36.78 million depending 
on the extent of the pandemic. 
“It may result in job losses for 
5,210 to 15,880 people,” the 
report unveiled in early March 
stated.

Instagram 
helps stop 
spread of 
fake news

INSTAGRAM said on 
Tuesday it was ramping up 
efforts to promote reliable 

content about the coronavirus 
pandemic and stop the spread 
of misinformation on the 
image-centric social network.

The move by the Facebook-
owned service with more than 
one billion users worldwide 
comes amid a scramble by so-
cial networks to deliver veri-
fied information and stamp 
out hoaxes.

“People who search for 
information related to the 
coronavirus or Covid-19 on 
Instagram will start to see 
an educational message 
connecting them to resources 
from the World Health Or-
ganisation and local health 
ministries,” Instagram said in 
a blog post.

“We are working quickly to 
make this available globally 
over the coming weeks.”

Instagram said it would also 
add “stickers” that signify 
verified coronavirus infor-
mation and would remove 
content about health claims 
“unless posted by a credible 
health organisation”.

The social network also said 
it would offer links to dona-
tions for nonprofit organisa-
tions and offer tips for social 
distancing.

The initiative follows similar 
efforts by Facebook on its 
core social platform as well as 
on its Messenger and What-
sApp services and by other 
platforms such as YouTube 
and Twitter.

More than two billion people 
use at least one of Facebook’s 
“family” of applications daily. AFP

Business
10 THE PHNOM PENH POST  MARCH  25, 2020  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

Fed ramps up  
to help US 
economy on 
life support

T
HE Federal Reserve 
launched an un-
precedented effort 
on Monday to flood 

the US economy with money 
amid the chaos caused by the 
coronavirus pandemic, as 
Congress debated a rescue 
plan for American workers 
and companies.

Like patients around the 
world battling the disease 
itself, the US economy is on 
life support, with some fore-
casters projecting a 14 per 
cent contraction in the April-
June quarter while the global 
economy could shrink 1.5 per 
cent this year.

About a third of Americans 
have been ordered to stay at 
home, and the Fed warned of 
“severe disruptions” from the 
virus as it rolled out another se-
ries of measures to pump funds 
into the economy, including 
buying unlimited amounts 
of government debt – a move 
akin to printing money.

But while that should pro-
vide oxygen to the financial 
system and keep businesses 
open, lawmakers continued 
haggling over an emergency 
aid package, with Demo-
crats in the House unveiling 
a proposal that would cost 
a whopping $2.5 trillion as 
they demanded more funds 
to help workers directly and 

more strings on any aid going 
to corporations.

President Donald Trump 
signaled his approval of the 
Fed’s move last weeks to slash 
the benchmark lending rate 
to zero, saying central bank 
chair Jerome Powell had 
“done a really good job”, in a 
reversal of previous criticism 
over his refusal to lower rates.

The president also praised 
the strong US dollar but ac-
knowledged it makes “trade 
much tougher” – an unusual 
statement from an Ameri-
can president, who typically 
don’t comment on the cur-
rency’s value.

Treasury Secretary Steven 
Mnuchin spent the day meet-
ing with congressional leaders, 
and played down Democratic 
concerns about taxpayers 
coming to the rescue of major 
corporations. 

“I want to be clear, there are 
no bailouts,” he said on Fox 
Business Network. “This isn’t 
corporate welfare. This helps 
all American workers.”

Existential threat
Mnuchin said the Fed’s 

measures would provide $4 
trillion in needed liquidity 
into the US economy.

The Fed had already an-
nounced it would buy at least 
$500 billion of Treasury debt 

as well as $200 billion of mort-
gage-backed debt, but now has 
committed to buying “in the 
amounts needed to support 
smooth market functioning.” 

The Fed’s New York branch, 
which handles the financial 
transactions, said it would start 
out by purchasing $75 billion 
per-day in Treasuries and $50 
billion per-day in mortgage-
backed securities.

In the latest action, the Fed 
revived facilities it last used 
during the 2008 global finan-
cial crisis, and expanded oth-
ers announced in recent days, 
including buying debt issued 
by US municipalities and by 
corporations. 

In addition, the Fed said 
it would soon unveil a pro-
gramme to lend directly to 
small- and medium-sized 
companies – those that have 
been hardest hit by the near 
complete shutdown of the US 

economy as authorities fight to 
contain the spread of the virus.

“While great uncertainty 
remains, it has become clear 
that our economy will face 
severe disruptions,” the Fed 
said in a statement, pledging 
to use all available tools to 
contain the damage.

“Aggressive efforts must be 
taken across the public and 
private sectors to limit the loss-
es to jobs and incomes and to 
promote a swift recovery once 
the disruptions abate.”

Congressional intervention 
Economists praised the ef-

fort, but said massive stimulus 
from Congress is still needed.

“The downturn is not avoid-
able. The economic carnage 
associated with downturn can 
be mitigated so that there is an 
economy left to ramp up,” said 
Diane Swonk, chief economist 
at Grant Thornton.

Ian Shepherdson, chief 
economist at Pantheon Mac-
roeconomics, offered an 
equally dire warning: “The 
near-term threat to the econ-
omy is existential.”

The central bank actions 
represent “an all-out effort to 
ensure that the business sector 
can continue to exist even as 
economic activity temporar-
ily collapses. The Fed is now 
effectively the direct lender of 
last resort to the real economy, 
not just the financial system.”

The central bank pledged to 
“continue to use its full range 
of tools to support the flow 
of credit to households and 
businesses.”

One of the programs, the 
Term Asset-Backed Securi-
ties Loan Facility (TALF), will 
help backstop recent student 
loans, car loans and credit 
card debt as well as small 
business loans.

The US economy is on life support, with some forecasters projecting a 14 per cent contraction in the  
April-June quarter while the global economy could shrink 1.5 per cent this year. AFP

A worker sprays disinfectant to sanitize a public bus as a preventive 
measure against the coronavirus at a bus depot in Kathmandu. AFP

Investment, trade in Nepal fall victim to virus outbreak



A
USTRALIA’S con-
sumer watchdog said 
on Tuesday it was in-
vestigating Qantas 

for alleged anti-competitive 
behaviour, after its CEO ap-
peared to call for rival Virgin 
Australia to be cut out of a 
massive government bailout.

Australian Competition 
and Consumer Commis-
sion (ACCC) chair Rod Sims 
said he had received a letter 
from Virgin Australia chief 
executive Paul Scurrah alleg-
ing Qantas had engaged in 
anti-competitive behaviour 
by “trying to send a message 
that Virgin was in trouble and 
would not survive” the coro-
navirus crisis.

Qantas CEO Alan Joyce told 
Sky News last week that Aus-
tralia’s government should 
“not look after the badly 
managed companies which 
have been badly managed for 
10 years” and should not na-
tionalise Virgin if it falters.

Joyce also told a news con-
ference the global corona-
virus outbreak had plunged 
airlines into a “survival of 
the fittest” and Qantas was 
“making sure we are last man 
standing”, comments Sims 
said he found “very unhelp-
ful and inconsistent with the 
time of crisis that we’re in”.

Qantas and Virgin have sus-

pended all international routes 
and slashed domestic flights af-
ter Australia shut its borders to 
limit the spread of Covid-19.

The aviation sector has 
received a Aus$715 million 
(US$420 million) bailout from 
the Australian taxpayer. 

“Australia went into this 
crisis with two full service air-
lines and it’s really important 
that we come out the other 
end with two full service air-
lines,” insisted Sims.

“We don’t want to damage 
the structure of the economy, 
so that when the health crisis 
is over, we can rise up and be 
ready to go. So we don’t want 
the sort of structural change 
that might be being suggest-
ed by Joyce.”

Sims said that if the ACCC 
found substance to the al-
legations Qantas could find 
itself in court, potentially fac-
ing hundreds of millions of 
dollars in penalties.

“So the ramifications would 
be quite serious, but I don’t 
want to get ahead of our-
selves, we’re at an early stage 
of an investigation,” he said.

The next step in the ACCC 
probe would be to contact 
Qantas, which Sims expected 
would occur “very soon”.

Qantas and Virgin did not 
immediately respond to re-
quests for comment. afp
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Qantas probed after Virgin write to ACCC

Two Qantas aircrafts sitting on the tarmac at Sydney International Airport. Australia’s consumer watchdog said it was investigating Qantas for  
alleged anti-competitive behaviour, after its CEO appeared to call for rival Virgin Australia to be cut out of a massive government bailout. afp

US’ Trump praises Powell, 
says strong dollar ‘good’
US PRESIDENT Donald Trump 
praised Federal Reserve chair-
man Jerome Powell on mon-
day, ending his criticism of 
the central bank chief while 
also calling the strong dollar 
“good”, an unusual comment.

“I called up Jerome Powell 
and I said, ‘Jerome, you’ve 
done a really good job’,” 
Trump said during a daily 
White house briefing on the 
coronavirus pandemic, which 
has hammered the American 
economy and sent lawmakers 
scrambling to agree on a tril-
lion-dollar stimulus package.

The Fed last week slashed its 

key lending rate to zero in its 
second emergency meeting 
since the novel coronavirus 
outbreak began endangering 
the American economy.

The cut was among a host 
of measures the central bank 
has taken in recent weeks to 
boost liquidity, and earlier 
on monday it announced it 
would buy unlimited amounts 
of government debt – a move 
akin to printing money.

“he’s not finished,” Trump 
said of Powell, whom he has in 
the past criticized and urged 
to slash interest rates, saying 
they were hampering the US 

economy’s growth. “he’s got 
other arrows in the quiver.”

The president also praised 
the strong US dollar but ac-
knowledged it makes “trade 
much tougher” – an unusual 
statement from an American 
president, who typically don’t 
comment on the currency’s 
value.

“Our dollars have been very 
strong, especially against 
other currencies, very, very 
strong, which again makes 
that trading more difficult,” 
Trump said. “But there is 
something nice about having 
a strong dollar.” afp

US Federal Reserve chairman Jerome Powell. The Fed last week slashed its key lending rate to zero in its 
second emergency meeting since the virus outbreak began endangering the American economy. afp

ThE International monetary 
Fund called for urgent action 
from middle East governments 
Tuesday as the coronavirus 
pandemic threatens a persis-
tent slump in oil revenues and 
a “big drop” in growth. 

The International monetary 
Fund said a dozen middle 
East and North African coun-
tries had already approached 
it for financial support.

It urged governments across 
the region to swiftly draw up 
rescue packages to head off a 
protracted recession.

“The region is likely to see a 
big drop in growth this year,” 
the ImF’s regional director for 
the middle East and Central 

Asia, Jihad Azour, said in a 
report.

The ImF had already sub-
stantially cut its growth pro-
jections for the region over 
low oil prices, civil unrest and 
US sanctions against Iran. 

The coronavirus pandemic 
has triggered a 50 per cent fall 
in oil prices that has slashed 
government revenues across 
the region.

“The coronavirus pandemic 
has become the largest near-
term challenge to the region,” 
Azour said.

“The pandemic is causing 
significant economic turmoil 
in the region through simul-
taneous shocks – a drop in 

domestic and external de-
mand, a reduction in trade, 
disruption of production, a 
fall in consumer confidence, 
and tightening of financial 
conditions.”

The coronavirus shutdown 
is hurting sectors that are ma-
jor sources of employment 
like tourism, hospitality and 
retail, with rising joblessness 
and falling wages the likely 
results, he said.  

ImF chief Kristalina Georgieva 
said on monday that world eco-
nomic growth will be negative 
this year and could be worse 
than the 2008 global financial 
crisis, further sapping demand 
for middle East oil. afp

ImF urges action to face ‘big 
drop’ in middle East growth

IMF chief Kristalina Georgieva said world economic growth will be negative this year and could be worse than 
the 2008 global financial crisis, further sapping demand for Middle East oil. afp
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world
UK orders lockdown to tackle virus spread
B

rITaIN on monday 
ordered a three-
week lockdown to 
tackle the spread of 

coronavirus, shutting “non-
essential” shops and services, 
and banning gatherings of 
more than two people. 

“Stay at home,” Prime min-
ister Boris Johnson said in a 
televised address to the na-
tion, as he unveiled unprec-
edented peacetime measures 
after the country’s death toll 
climbed to 335.

The announcement came 
after outrage in government 
that recommendations about 
reducing social contact to 
minimise close-contact trans-
mission of the virus were be-
ing ignored. 

crowds of people were seen 
enjoying weekend spring 
sunshine in parks and coun-
tryside across the country, 
prompting calls for tougher 
action to be imposed. 

“From this evening [mon-
day] I must give the British 
people a very simple instruc-
tion – you must stay at home,” 
Johnson said. 

“Because the critical thing 
we must do is stop the disease 
spreading between house-
holds.”

Under the new measures, 
Johnson said going out to 
shop for basic necessities was 
still allowed, as was exercise, 
medical needs, and travel to 
and from work. 

But shops selling items such 
as clothes or electronics as 
well as libraries, playgrounds 
and places of worship would 
be shut, with the ban also 

extending to weddings and 
baptisms but not funerals.

Parks will remain open but 
Johnson warned: “If you don’t 
follow the rules the police will 
have the powers to enforce 
them, including through fines 
and dispersing gatherings.” 

he called the pandemic 
“the biggest threat this coun-
try has faced for decades” 
and said the already over-
stretched state-run National 
health Service [NhS] would 
be unable to cope if the pace 

of transmission continues. 
“I urge you at this moment 

of national emergency to stay 
at home, protect our NhS and 
save lives,” he said. 

The restrictions will be 
“under constant review”, he 
added. 

“We will look again in three 
weeks, and relax them if the 
evidence shows we are able 
to,” he said.  

“But at present there are just 
no easy options. The way ahead 
is hard, and it is still true that 

many lives will sadly be lost.”
Britain recorded its first 

death in the outbreak on 
march 5 but has been criticised 
for its light-touch approach to 
containing the spread com-
pared to more stringent mea-
sures elsewhere. 

Latest figures show Britain 
now has 6,650 confirmed cases 
of covid-19, with warnings the 
virus is taking hold quicker 
than in Italy at the same point.

Italy has suffered the most 
coronavirus deaths world-

wide, with 6,077 fatalities out 
of 63,927 declared infections.

Johnson had previously re-
sisted mounting public con-
cern that hand-washing was 
not enough to reduce the im-
pact of covid-19. 

as the numbers of cases 
and deaths climbed, employ-
ees were laid off, and sporting 
and other events cancelled, 
he moved to try to limit the 
social and economic fall-out. 

The Bank of England slashed 
interest rates to record lows, 

while finance minister rishi 
Sunak unveiled a series of 
multi-billion-pound pack-
ages to help those affected. 

Notably, the government 
has stepped in to back up 
employee wages up to 80 
per cent, give tax holidays to 
businesses and boost welfare 
payments. 

But Johnson was forced to 
go further, and put the gov-
ernment on what he said was 
a war footing, after dire warn-
ings from scientists that its 
social distancing strategy was 
not working. 

The government’s chief sci-
entific adviser has said it was 
a “reasonable” estimate that 
55,000 people now have the 
virus in Britain. 

‘Turn the tide’
The prime minister has 

promised to “turn the tide” of 
the outbreak within 12 weeks, 
urging individuals displaying 
symptoms to stay at home for 
seven days. 

Schools have been closed, 
as have pubs, bars, night-
clubs, theatres, cafes, and lei-
sure centres, and mass gath-
erings have been banned. 

Foreign minister Dominic 
raab on monday told British 
travellers overseas to return 
home “while you still can”.

Last week, the elderly and 
people with underlying serious 
health conditions were told to 
self-isolate for 12 weeks.

meanwhile, continued stock-
piling that has stripped su-
permarket shelves prompted 
a fresh warning about panic-
buying. AFP

Pompeo slashes aid, meets Taliban on afghan mission
US SEcrETarY of State mike Pompeo 
on monday slashed aid to afghanistan’s 
government after a mission to Kabul 
failed to bridge a divide between feud-
ing leaders as he moved forward with 
the Taliban on a deal to pull troops.

Pompeo made the surprise trip in 
hopes of reviving a landmark US 
accord with the Taliban to end amer-
ica’s longest war and, stopping in 
Qatar on his way back, became the 
highest-ranking US official ever to 
meet the Islamist insurgents.

In stark criticism of a government 
backed for nearly two decades by the 
United States, Pompeo voiced disap-
pointment that President ashraf 
Ghani and his rival abdullah abdullah 
could not bridge their differences 
when he met them in Kabul.

“Their failure has harmed US-af-
ghan relations and, sadly, dishonors 
those afghan, americans and coali-
tion partners who have sacrificed 
their lives and treasure in the struggle 
to build a new future for this country,” 
Pompeo said in a statement.

Pompeo said the US was immedi-
ately reducing $1 billion in aid and 
would pull another $1 billion in 2021. 

he said the UStates would consider 
further cuts, including withdrawing sup-
port at any future donor conference.

Pompeo also assured that the US 
would go ahead with its pullout of 

troops from afghanistan, with a goal 
of removing all 13,000 by next year.

Officials said Pompeo later met for an 
hour in Qatar’s al-Udeid air Base, which 
is also home to US forces, with three 
Taliban leaders including mullah Bara-
dar, a formerly imprisoned insurgent 
who has become their chief negotiator.

Pompeo had flown to Doha for the 
February 29 signing of the accord with 
the Taliban but had not met then with 
the militant group, which has not given 
up its campaign of violence against the 
afghan government or gone ahead 
with promised talks with Kabul.

But Pompeo said that the Taliban 
had abided by its promise not to attack 
US forces – and that the US would 
keep up its commitment.

“They committed to reducing vio-
lence and they’ve largely done that,” 
Pompeo told reporters on his plane.

On a US withdrawal, “we’re moving 
down that path as long as these vio-
lence levels remain beneath the 
threshold”.

Chaos in Kabul
Kabul has been enmeshed in a polit-

ical crisis since elections last year left 
the country in disarray due to numer-
ous fraud claims that ultimately saw 
two men claiming the presidency and 
holding separate inaugurations.

Pompeo held separate and joint 

meetings with Ghani – officially elected 
to a new term – and his archrival abdul-
lah, who also claims the presidency.

US officials have long criticised Kabul 
authorities of corruption but Pompeo’s 
mission is sure to send a loud message 
at a time that President Donald Trump 
has praised the Taliban’s efforts.

Speaking to reporters, Pompeo said 
he remained optimistic about Ghani 
and abdullah reaching a deal.

“I think we are closer to it than ever 
before,” Pompeo said.

“We will continue to cajole, to coach, 
and to incentivize them to have nego-
tiations where all of the afghans are 
sitting at the table.”

The last afghan election in 2014 also 
ended in an impasse between Ghani 
and abdullah, which ended when the 
then US secretary of state, John Kerry, 
flew to Kabul to broker a power-shar-
ing agreement.

Pompeo also faulted the afghan lead-
ers for not establishing a national team 
to meet with the Taliban. The US-Tali-

ban declaration had called for talks to 
begin on march 10, likely in Norway.

But the two sides had appeared to 
be making at least some progress on 
one key step toward talks – a prisoner 
exchange.

Zalmay Khalilzad, the US negotiator 
who brokered the deal with the Taliban, 
said the government and insurgents on 
Sunday spoke via Skype video-confer-
encing to discuss logistics of a swap.

The deal envisioned the release of 
up to 5,000 Taliban fighters held by 
Kabul, and up to 1,000 members of 
the afghan government forces in 
insurgent hands.

after initially refusing to release the 
Taliban prisoners, Ghani announced 
that the authorities would free 1,500 
insurgents as a “gesture of goodwill” 
with plans to free another 3,500 pris-
oners after the talks are underway.

The Taliban rejected the offer.
In the deal, the Taliban also commit-

ted to fight jihadist groups like al-
Qaeda – the initial reason for the 2001 
US invasion.

Khalilzad said that the prisoner 
issue was increasingly urgent due to 
the coronavirus pandemic.

The pandemic has slowed the first 
phase of the US withdrawal and 
afghanistan is bracing for more cases 
as tens of thousands return from Iran, 
one of the hardest-hit countries. AFP

London’s financial district Canary Wharf is seen as a man exercises in Greenwich Park in South London. Britain on Monday ordered a three-week 
lockdown to tackle the spread of coronavirus. AFP

US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo (left) meets Afghan President Ashraf Ghani. 
Pompeo arrived in the Afghan capital on Monday amid multiple crises. AFP



COLORADO has abolished the 
death penalty, becoming the 
22nd US state to repeal the 
punishment.

Governor Jared Polis on 
Monday signed a bill to repeal 
the death penalty and com-
muted the sentences of three 
men on death row to life in 
prison without the possibility 
of parole.

Polis said the commutations 
“of these despicable and guilty 
individuals are consistent with 
the abolition of the death pen-
alty in the State of Colorado, 
and consistent with the recog-
nition that the death penalty 
cannot be, and never has been, 
administered equitably in the 
State of Colorado”.

Colorado has only carried 
out one execution since the 
death penalty was reinstated 
by the US Supreme Court in 
1976, according to the Death 
Penalty Information Center.

Gary Lee Davis was put to 
death in 1997 by lethal injec-
tion for the 1986 rape and 
murder of a neighbor.

Colorado lawmakers in 
February approved the bill to 
repeal the death penalty, 
overcoming fierce opposition 
from Republicans who tried 
to stall the vote, including by 
reading from the Bible.

“While I understand that 
some victims agree with my 
decision and others disagree, 
I hope this decision provides 
clarity and certainty for them 
moving forward,” Polis said in 
a statement.

“The decision to commute 
these sentences was made to 
reflect what is now Colorado 
law, and done after a thorough 
outreach process to the vic-
tims and their families.”

Colorado District Attorney 
George Brauchler was among 
those criticising the abolition.

“There are a few in Colorado 
today who will cheer the spar-
ing of the lives of these cold-
blooded murderers,” he said 
in a statement.

The American Civil Liberties 
Union and other death pen-
alty abolitionists welcomed 
the move.

“In all the madness we are 
living under, here is some ter-
rific news. Colorado has now 

officially abolished the death 
penalty,” ACLU justice divi-
sion director Udi Ofer said on 
Twitter.

“While we still need to get 
death row cleared, CO [Colo-
rado] will no longer kill people 
as punishment,” Ofer said.

“Alleluia! I’m celebrating the 
citizen activists of Colorado 
who ... steadily changed hearts 
and minds to arrive at this life-

affirming day,” anti-death 
penalty activist Sister Helen 
Prejean tweeted.

States around the US have 
been re-examining their use of 
the death penalty.

New Hampshire abolished it 
completely in 2019 and Cali-
fornia’s governor last year 
declared a moratorium on 
executions as long as he is in 
office. AFP

Journalists gather at the entrance of the Monte Hermoso residence for the elderly in Madrid. AFP
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Sixty-four migrants 
found dead in cargo 
container in Mozambique
MORE than 60 suspected 
undocumented migrants from 
Ethiopia were found dead on 
Tuesday in a cargo container 
in Mozambique’s northwest 
Tete province, a senior 
hospital official said.
“A truck transporting illegal 
immigrants from Malawi, 
suspected to be Ethiopians, 
was stopped at the 
Mussacana weight bridge in 
Tete, and 64 people were 
found dead. Only 14 
survived,” the official, who 
asked not be named because 
he does not have the 
authority to speak to the 
media, said.
“The cause of death is 
presumed to be 
asphyxiation.”
The victims were discovered 
in a blue cargo container 
loaded on to a haulage 
truck, according to pictures 
seen by AFP.
Mozambique is generally 
seen as a smuggling 
corridor for migrants 
seeking to make their way 
to South Africa.
South Africa – the 
continent’s most 
industrialised country –  is a 
magnet for poor migrants 
not only from neighbouring 
countries such as Lesotho 
and Zimbabwe, but even 
nations further afield, such 
as as Ethiopia. AFP

Jihadist ambush kills 
at least 70 Nigerian 
soldiers in northeast
AT LEAST 70 Nigerian 
soldiers were killed in an 
ambush on their convoy by 
jihadist fighters in the 
restive northeast, military 
and security sources said 
on Tuesday. 
Insurgents fired rocket-
propelled grenades at a 
lorry carrying troops as it 
travelled near Gorgi village 
in Borno state on Monday, 
two military officers said 
without giving their names. 
“The terrorists specifically 
targeted a truck loaded with 
soldiers with RPGs and 
incinerated the vehicle, 
killing all on board,” one of 
the officers said.
“So far 70 bodies have been 
recovered but the toll is 
certainly more than that as 
rescue operation is still 
underway.”
Several soldiers were 
injured and some others 
taken captive by the 
jihadists, the two officers 
said. 
A spokesman for the 
Nigerian army said he was 
unable to comment on the 
reported attack.
The convoy had left regional 
capital Maiduguri on its way 
to launch an offensive on a 
camp belonging to jihadists 
affiliated to the Islamic 
State group in the area, a 
member of a government-
backed militia fighting the 
insurgents said. 
The Islamic State West 
Africa Province faction split 
from Boko Haram 
insurgents in 2016 and has 
focused on attacking troops, 
raiding bases and laying 
ambush on military 
convoys. AFP 

Spanish elderly patients ‘abandoned’
S

PANISH soldiers de-
ployed to help fight 
the new coronavirus 
outbreak have found 

elderly patients abandoned, 
and sometimes dead, at re-
tirement homes, as an ice 
rink inside a Madrid shop-
ping mall was turned into a 
temporary morgue to cope 
with a surge in cases.

The army has been charged 
with helping to disinfect re-
tirement homes in Spain, 
one of the countries worst 
hit by the pandemic. Doz-
ens of deaths from Covid-19 
have been recorded at facili-

ties across the country.
“We are going to be strict 

and inflexible when dealing 
with the way old people are 
treated in these residences,” 
Defence Minister Margarita 
Robles said in an interview 
with private television chan-
nel Telecinco.

“The army, during certain 
visits, found some old peo-
ple completely abandoned, 
sometimes even dead in their 
beds,” she added.

An investigation has been 
launched, the general pros-
ecutor announced.

The coronavirus death toll 

in Spain surged to 2,182 on 
Monday after 462 people died 
within 24 hours, according to 
health ministry figures.

Meanwhile, the ice rink at 
the Palacio de Hielo, or Ice 
Palace, shopping centre in 
Madrid was turned into a 
temporary morgue to deal 
with a surge in deaths in the 
capital, a spokeswoman for 
Madrid city hall said.

Earlier, the city hall said the 
city’s 14 public cemeteries would 
stop accepting more bodies be-
cause staff there did not have 
adequate protective gear.

The improvised morgue 

would start to be used “in the 
coming hours,” the regional 
government of Madrid said.

“This is a temporary and 
exceptional measure which 
aims to mitigate the pain of 
the family members of the 
victims and the situation hos-
pitals in Madrid are facing.”

A nearby congress centre 
has been converted into a 
field hospital for coronavirus 
patients that will have a total 
of 5,500 beds.

The elderly are especially 
vulnerable in the global pan-
demic and officials around 
the world are increasingly 

calling for extreme measures 
to safeguard them.

Retirement homes are “an 
absolute priority for the gov-
ernment”, Health Minister 
Salvador Illa told a press con-
ference. 

“We will exercise the most 
intensive monitoring of these 
centres.”

Under coronavirus pro-
tocols, health workers have 
been instructed to leave 
bodies in place in suspected 
Covid-19 deaths until the ar-
rival of a doctor. But given the 
upsurge in deaths the delay 
can be lengthy. AFP

Colorado governor Jared Polis on Monday signed a bill to repeal the death penalty and commuted the sen-
tences of three men on death row to life in prison without the possibility of parole. AFP

Colorado 22nd 
US state to ditch 
death penalty
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ThaILaND will invoke emer-
gency decree on Thursday to 
control the coronavirus out-
break as cases have soared to 
827, said Prime minister Pr-
ayut chan-o-cha on Tuesday. 

The emergency decree will 
pave the way for government 
orders such as imposing cur-
fews, prohibiting travels and 
evacuations. 

“The order to invoke all the 
laws will be by the Prime min-
ister. The covid centre will be 
upgraded to the covid Emer-
gency centre,” Prayut told a 

press briefing at Government 
house after the weekly cabi-
net meeting.

“We’re asking for your co-
operation not to return to 
your home towns,” he added, 
referring to the mass exo-
dus of migrant workers from 
Bangkok last week after vari-
ous businesses in the capital 
and five adjacent provinces 
were ordered shut. 

among the venues in Bang-
kok ordered closed until april 
12 are schools, universities, 
malls, markets, dine-in res-
taurants, salons, spas, gyms, 

massage parlours, theme 
parks, sports venues, con-
ference halls, cinemas and 
theatres. Supermarkets, fresh 
food markets and restaurants 
offering takeaway food are 
exempted from the closure. 

Following Prayut’s announce-
ment, concerns have been 
raised about the possibility of 
the decree being used to crack 
down on dissidents. 

“This decree allows the gov-
ernment to issue orders that 
may widely violate people’s 
rights and freedom which 

may exceed the necessary 
level required to handle the 
virus outbreak,” said the anti-
junta Democracy restoration 
Group in a statement.

Thailand reported a spike in 
covid-19 cases since last week 
– with 106 new cases on Tues-
day. many infections emerged 
from outbreaks at boxing rings 
and nightclubs in Bangkok. 

Three more Thai nationals 
died, according to the health 
ministry on Tuesday, bring-
ing the death toll to four. THE 

STRAITS TIMES (SINGAPORE)/ASIA NEWS 

NETWORK

Thailand to invoke 
emergency decree as 
covid-19 cases soar

malaysia restrictions leave millions vulnerable 

myanmar confirms first virus cases

m
aLaYSIa will 
likely see an ex-
tension of its 
ongoing move-

ment curbs, going by Prime 
minister muhyiddin Yassin’s 
guidance that the authorities 
will base their decision next 
monday on whether there is 
a reduction in coronavirus 
infections.

But with pockets getting 
empty for the country’s most 
vulnerable, the government is 
also being pressed to ensure 
a stimulus boost – the sec-
ond after last month’s rm20 
billion ($4.5 billion) injec-
tion – to be unveiled on the 
same day helps keep people’s 
heads, and not just business-
es, above water.

Since malaysia activated its 
restricted movement Order 
(rmO) on march 18, it has so 
far avoided the exponential 
increase seen in other coun-
tries – especially in Europe 
and the US – but the number 
of new cases detected daily 
has at best plateaued at the 
110-160 range.

however, the figure spiked 
to 212 on monday, indicating 
that with six days to go before 
the National Security coun-
cil (NSc) sits, the likelihood 
of reducing infections to a 
trickle by the current march 
31 end of the rmO is remote.

Even then, the one- to two-
week extension mentioned 
by muhyiddin on monday is 
well short of the time frame 
proposed by experts.

Several epidemiologists 
have suggested that the order 
should be enforced until the 
end of april or may, given that 
compliance with restrictions 
aimed at reducing human 
contact only ranged between 
60 per cent and 90 per cent so 
far. malaysians, except those 
working in essential fields, 
have been instructed to stay 
home aside from quick trips 
out to purchase household 
necessities.

Universiti malaya Profes-
sor awang Bulgiba awang 

mahmud noted that in china, 
“even when cases fell to zero, 
they waited for 14 days . . . be-
cause new clusters may emerge 
that are asymptomatic”.

“They have to wait until the 
incubation period is over and 
no new cases appear,” he said.

The NSc could decide on 
rolling extensions every fort-
night, but many malaysians 
do not have the luxury of 
adopting a wait-and-see-
bills-pile-up approach at 
a time when non-essential 
businesses have paused but 

financial liabilities march on.
While the rm20 billion stim-

ulus launched on February 27 
under the ousted mahathir 
mohamad administration 
came before any forced shut-
downs and tourism was the 
main sector affected, experts 
have bemoaned that interim 
initiatives under muhyiddin 
have focused on supporting 
consumption – the main driv-
er of the economy – and the 
government balance sheet 
rather than providing a safety 
net to the nation’s poorest.

muhyiddin’s main an-
nouncements have been 
rm500 million in electricity 
subsidies and the release of an 
expected rm40 billion from 
the Employees Provident Fund 
(EPF) for 12 million workers 
over the next 12 months.

But about four-fifth  s of 
electricity spending comes 
from business, not residen-
tial accounts. and the option 
to withdraw up to rm500 
monthly from the statutory 
retirement fund has been 
panned by trade unions, poli-
ticians and economists alike.

“The bottom 40 per cent of 
active members in EPF may 
not have enough savings 
. . . to benefit for the entire 
12 months,” Khazanah re-
search Institute’s christopher 
choong told the malay mail 
news portal.

This means that much of 
the rm40 billion will be for 
the better-heeled, instead of 
the neediest. Further, the la-
bour force stands at 16 million, 
meaning a quarter of workers 
are unable to tap EPF reserves.

Official data shows nine out 
of 10 have less than rm1,000 
saved up for a rainy day, and 
poverty beckons with many 
losing their source of income 
– more than a quarter of work-
ers are freelancers and the 
government estimates 33,000 
are on unpaid leave.

already, loss of employment 
is at a record high since ma-
laysia introduced its Employ-
ment Insurance System (EIS). 

So far, 2020 has seen 14,576 
applications for unemploy-
ment benefits – according 
to data up to monday made 
available to the Straits Times 
– as compared to the 10,990 
in the first quarter of 2019. 
The increase from last year’s 
claimants has steadily wid-
ened, from 16 per cent in Jan-
uary, to 60 per cent in Febru-
ary and is on track to exceed 
80 per cent this month.

The economic adviser to for-
mer Prime minister mahathir 
has said a “conservative esti-
mate” of 10 per cent of small 
businesses - many have zero 
revenue now - could shutter, re-
sulting in over a million layoffs.

 muhammed abdul Khalid 
said: “We must do whatever it 
takes to ensure firms survive 
and people have income and 
jobs. Ensure no outflow [delay 
and decrease loan payments, 
reduce tax], but continue in-
flows with wage subsidy.

“It is meaningless if we 
still want positive economic 
growth and good fiscal posi-
tion while the public suffers 
and the nation is in chaos.”

muhammad, as well as the 
opposition Pakatan hara-
pan coalition, have called on 
the government to disburse 
rm1,000 per month to ma-
laysia’s poorest, instead of just 
the current rm600 monthly 
for those on unpaid leave and 
rm100 daily to those warded or 
placed under quarantine due to 
the coronavirus. THE STRAITS TIMES 

(SINGAPORE)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

mYaNmar confirmed its first 
cases of of the deadly novel 
coronavirus late monday after 
weeks of increasing scepticism 
over the under-developed 
southeast asian nation’s claims 
to be free of the disease.

The country of 54 million 
people had been the world’s 
largest country by population 
not to report a single case of 
the pandemic that has con-
fined more than 1.7 billion to 
their homes.

With only 214 people tested 
by late monday, medical ex-
perts and rights groups have 
urged myanmar to stand up 
and face the pending crisis.

myanmar’s health ministry 
late monday confirmed a 36-
year-old myanmar man trav-
elling back from the United 
States and a 26-year-old myan-
mar man returning from Brit-
ain had both tested positive.

“We will investigate all the 
people who were in close 
contact with these two men,” 
the statement said.

Late night panic buying
The announcement imme-

diately sparked panic-buying 
at one 24-hour supermarket 
in commercial capital Yangon, 
where hours before life had 
largely continued as normal.

The myanmar government 
had claimed the country’s 
“lifestyle and diet” – includ-
ing the lack of physical con-
tact and the use of cash, rath-
er than credit cards – offered 
protection to the nation.

The country shares a po-

rous 2,100km border with 
china, where the virus was 
first found.

Phil robertson from hu-
man rights Watch last week 
branded the government’s at-
titude as “irresponsible”, say-
ing it served only to give peo-
ple a false sense of security.

Some public spaces were 
closed down in recent days, from 
schools and cinemas to karaoke 
bars and massage parlours.

The country also took the 
unprecedented step of can-
celling the planned street 
celebrations and huge water 
fights that normally mark the 
country’s New Year in april.

On monday thousands of 

myanmar migrant workers 
flooded back over the bor-
der from Thailand before the 
planned closure of land bor-
der points.

Foreigners have left the coun-
try in droves, heeding warn-
ings from various embassies 
about being trapped in a nation 
with what Yangon-based ana-
lyst richard horsey described 
as “one of the weakest public 
health systems in the world”.

“It also has almost no social 
safety net, so the poorest and 
most vulnerable will bear the 
brunt of the health and eco-
nomic crisis,” he said.

One doctor in provincial town 
Pathein, even took to Facebook 

to plea for resources, saying his 
hospital had just seven beds 
in the isolation ward and only 
one ventilator and were “no 
way” ready for the virus.

“If we have more than sev-
en patients, where shall we 
put them?” hospital head Dr 
Than min htut wrote.

humanitarian groups fear 
for myanmar’s hundreds of 
thousands of displaced people, 
confined to camps in conflict-
ridden corners of the country.

The government, parlia-
ment and many other institu-
tions are also largely led by el-
derly men – the demographic 
most vulnerable to covid-19, 
horsey warned. AFP

A giant LED board displaying a sign that reads, ‘Together we handle the Covid-19 outbreak’ is seen during 
the control of movement of people in Kuala Lumpur. Malaysia will likely see an extension of its ongoing 
movement curbs. AFP

Young Buddhist monks wearing facemasks in in Yangon, Myanmar. The country of 54 million people had been 
the world’s largest country by population not to report a single case of the pandemic. AFP

This decree allows the 
government to issue orders 

that may widely violate 
people’s rights and freedom
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africa moves to stop coronavirus spread
N

UmErOUS sub-
Saharan countries 
acted to stem the 
spread of corona-

virus on monday, with South 
africa announcing a soldier-
patrolled lockdown and Sen-
egal and Ivory coast each de-
claring a state of emergency. 

The pandemic had been slow 
to spread in africa compared 
to the middle East and Europe, 
but in recent days the number 
of deaths and infections have 
increased, sparking concerns 
about the continent’s vulner-
ability to contagious diseases.

South africa’s President 
cyril ramaphosa said the 
government had “decided to 
enforce a nationwide lock-
down for 21 days” from mid-
night Thursday to “avoid a 
human catastrophe”.

There have been more than 
400 coronavirus cases in afri-
ca’s most developed economy 
– the highest in sub-Saharan 
africa – with the number 
multiplying six-fold in just 
eight days.

ramaphosa said the num-
bers could spiral given that 
South africa has “a large 
number of people with sup-
pressed immunity because 
of high hIV and TB and 
high levels of poverty and 
malnutrition.”

“This is a decisive measure 
to save millions of South afri-
cans from infection,” he said. 
“Without decisive action, the 
number of people infected 
will rapidly increase . . . to 
hundreds of thousands.”

ramaphosa said the army 
would patrol the streets along 
with the police to ensure the 
ban is respected.

‘The situation is critical’ 
more african countries are 

expected to announce tough 
confinement measures af-
ter sealing their borders and 
closing public places. 

Senegal declared a state of 
emergency as well as a dusk-
to-dawn curfew starting on 
Tuesday.

“I say this to you with so-

lemnity – the situation is criti-
cal. The speed of the progress 
of the disease requires us 
to raise the level of the re-
sponse,” Senegalese President 
macky Sall said late monday,  
calling the pandemic a “true 
world war”.

Fellow West african nation 
Ivory coast ordered a similar 
curfew, as well as progres-
sive confinements measures 
based on the geographic 
spread of the virus.

In the centre of the conti-
nent, Dr congo locked down 
its second city Lubumbashi for 
48 hours on monday and de-
ployed security forces. Streets 
were deserted and stores were 
closed, an aFP journalist said.

The move came after two 

people with coronavirus ar-
rived on Sunday on a flight 
from the capital Kinshasa.

The Drc has recorded 30 cas-
es of coronavirus since march 
10, two of them fatalities.

Rising cases 
africa hasn’t yet suffered the 

kind of terrifying rise in virus 
cases seen elsewhere.

The reason for this is un-
clear, but many african coun-
tries have used the precious 
time to impose travel restric-
tions, close schools and ap-
peal for social distancing.

however, those numbers 
are now rising significantly.

according to a toll com-
piled by aFP, the number of 
known cases across the conti-

nent – including North africa 
– stood at more than 1,600 on 
monday, of which some 50 
have been fatal.

The first detected case 
south of the Sahara was an-
nounced in the Nigerian city 
of Lagos on February 28, and 
the first death was reported 
in the Sahel state of Burkina 
Faso last Wednesday.

That was followed by fatali-
ties in Gabon, the Drc and 
mauritius.

On monday, three more 
countries were added to this 
list: Nigeria – the most popu-
lous country in africa – as well 
as The Gambia in western afri-
ca, and Zimbabwe in the south.

all three deaths were of in-
dividuals who had arrived 

after making extensive trips 
abroad.

Peril for Africa
Ghana on monday closed 

schools and universities and 
suspended public events, 
while in Burkina Faso a secu-
rity source said the authori-
ties “were thinking more and 
more about total confine-
ment of the population for 
two or three weeks”.

rwanda late Saturday barred 
all “non-essential” movement, 
Gabon imposed a night cur-
few, while the Indian Ocean 
island of mauritius began a 
14-day lockdown on Friday.

health experts have 
sounded loud and repeated 
warnings about africa’s vul-

nerability to coronavirus.
crowded shantytowns, poor 

sanitation and decrepit health 
infrastructure offer ideal oppor-
tunities for the lethal microbe.

“The system itself is over-
stretched and inadequate to 
deal with a coronavirus epi-
demic,” Zimbabwean doctor 
Norman matara told report-
ers last week. 

But lockdowns too can have 
a catastrophic effect in coun-
tries where there is little or no 
social safety net to help people 
buy food or pay their bills.

“In reality, partial or total 
confinement could have di-
sastrous effects for the afri-
can continent,” cameroonian 
writer calixthe Beyala said on 
her Facebook page. AFP

WhO: Virus testing to start in Syria
TESTING for the novel corona-
virus is to start within days in 
northwest Syria, the World 
health Organisation (WhO) 
said on monday, amid fears of 
a disaster if the pandemic 
reached overcrowded displace-
ment camps.

home to some three million 
people, the rebel-held region 
of Idlib has yet to record a sin-
gle coronavirus case, but con-
ditions in the country’s last 
major rebel bastion are espe-
cially “ripe” for an outbreak, 
aid groups have warned. 

In the latest wave of displace-
ment, nearly one million peo-
ple in the northwest have been 
forced from their homes by a 
blistering regime offensive, 
which has slowed since a cease-
fire went into effect this 
month. 

But a large number of people 
continue to live in tented 
camps and makeshift housing 
along the Turkish border, where 
basic hygiene is lacking.

This has prompted deep 

concern after the government 
in Damascus on Sunday 
announced the country’s first 
official coronavirus case.

“Testing will be available in 
Idlib in two days,” WhO 
spokesman hedinn halldors-
son said on monday.

Some 300 covid-19 diagnostic 
kits are to be delivered to a lab-
oratory in Idlib city on Wednes-
day and “testing should start 
shortly afterwards”, he said.

an additional 2,000 tests 
would be delivered as soon as 
possible, he added. 

Technicians in Idlib have 
been trained to use the kits 
and laboratories in neighbour-
ing Turkey would also be on 
standby to help if needed.

as part of a wider response 
plan for the region, three hospi-
tals with intensive care units 
have been modified as isolation 
units equipped with ventilators, 
the WhO spokesman said.

Up to 1,000 healthcare workers 
have been mobilised and a new 
delivery of protective gear – 

including 10,000 surgical masks 
and 500 respirator masks – 
should arrive within the week.

‘Extremely concerned’
So far three suspected cases in 

northwest Syria have tested 
negative after hospitals sent 
samples to Turkey, halldorsson 
said, but concern remains high.

“WhO is extremely con-
cerned about the impact cov-
id-19 may have in the north-
west,” halldorsson said.

“Displaced people [there] 
live under conditions that 
make them vulnerable to res-
piratory infections,” he said.

Those included overcrowded 
living conditions, physical and 
mental stress, as well as lack of 
housing, food and clean water.

misty Buswell of the Interna-
tional rescue committee on 
monday said deplorable living 
conditions in Idlib have “already 
left hundreds of thousands of 
people in poor health, making 
them even more vulnerable.” 

“It is possible that the dis-

ease is already making its way 
through the population” in 
Idlib, she said in a statement.

Eighty five attacks on health 
facilities last year make the 
region all the more vulnerable, 
she warned.

“The majority of hospitals 
that remain open are unable 
to cope with needs that already 
exist,” Buswell said.

Late last year, less than two-
thirds of the country’s hospi-
tals were functioning, while 70 
per cent of health workers had 
fled the country, WhO says.

Over the past week, the 
Damascus authorities have 
taken increased measures to 
stem the spread of the virus.

Schools, universities and res-
taurants have been closed and 
prayer gatherings suspended.

Travellers from affected 
countries are banned from 
entering the country and the 
land border was closed with 
Lebanon, where 256 people 
are infected and four have died 
from the virus. AFP

Customers outside Makro in Pretoria East, South Africa. More African countries are expected to announce tough confinement measures after sealing their borders. AFP
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I
T IS rather utopic to say that 
economies would be remote 
from covid-19. Since the World 
health Organisation (WhO) 

announced the pandemic on march 
11, the tension about the virus has 
increased significantly. The financial 
market and the economy are reacting 
cyclically with the outbreak.

Do we need to panic? There is so 
much data to digest and information 
is often asymmetrically distributed. 
Yet “panic” implies a wild reaction of 
humans. as John m Keynes, a well-
known macroeconomist, suggested in 
1933, human’s “animal spirit” is the 
source of market volatility. “Pru-
dence”, as UN chief antonio Guterres 
earlier counseled, might be a better 
measure than panic.

covid-19 is having a doublehit 
impact on the economy. On the 
demand side, people have become 
alarmists and start panic buying. On 
the supply side, scarcity becomes the 
result of productivity disruption due 
to the pandemic. Despite those 
effects on the “real market” economy, 
the financial market suffers from 
panic selling, which has an adversary 
effect equivalent to a bank rush, that 
is, the market runs dry.

The virus outbreak has driven 
households to rush their buying for 
even not-so-related items, as we see 
Western-world citizens rush for toilet 
paper. In the financial market, partic-
ipants are selling their stocks. Both 
households and stockholders are 
locked into the same rationale. They 
hope to get out of uncertain circum-
stances as quickly as possible before 
they are left “empty-handed”. When 
the situation escalates, everyone 
seems to forget that uncertainty is 
always haunting the economy, even 
in the most stable conditions.

There are similarities between cov-
id-19 and panic response. When cov-
id-19 is contagiously transmitted 
human-to-human, panic is also con-
tagion through human-to-human 
transmission.

Both are highly dangerous.
The virus is dangerous to human 

health, just as a panic response is for 
macroeconomic stability. The former 
is an invisible microorganism yet the 
latter is purely intangible. When cov-
id-19 is transmitted through droplets, 
panic arises from human thoughts 
and emotions like a “snowball effect”. 
Even worst, panic is often justified as 
an individual rational decision; to 
preemptively avoid loss.

covid-19 is not the first global-scale 
pandemic. There was the Spanish 
influenza in 1918 and middle Eastern 
respiratory Syndrome (mers) in 
2012, for example. however, covid-19 
is the first pandemic in the social 
media era. markets are digesting 
information and anticipating it faster. 
People make assumptions and hence 
make decisions within the reach of 
scrolling their phones. Everyone can 
do so simultaneously thanks to the 
internet and therefore accelerate the 
crisis to become real.

Economics more or less focuses on 
human rationality. In the macroeco-
nomics branch, it is about collective 
rationality across the economic sec-
tors. however, one should understand 
that macro is not the sum of micro.

macroeconomics has its dynamics. 
This emphasizes a point that individ-
ual rationality, without any coordina-
tion, will result in an irrational collec-
tive outcome. robert c hockett, 
professor of law at cornell University, 
called it as a “recursive collective 
action problem”. From the macroeco-
nomic side, it is somewhat true that 
panic, something that comes “from 
our head”, destroys the economy.

There is always a dilemma about 
whether to “follow the curve” or oth-
erwise be pushed over the edge by 
other community members. Individu-
als are trapped to execute their ration-

al decisions and try hard to outwork 
anyone else in the economy, although 
somewhat aware of the irrational col-
lective result that might follow. The 
following typical questions always 
comes up: if I was to delay my deci-
sion to buy groceries, would there be 
any items left? could I survive?

The solution relies on the credibili-
ty and capability of the sovereign, the 
one with mandates to manage and 
administer public good. The govern-
ment has effective access to manage 
the end-toend economic cycle effi-
ciently. In the current situation, it at 
least needs to ensure the adequate 
supply of basic goods.

The same goes for the financial sec-
tor. Sovereign states can also provide 
an emergency backstop to the finan-
cial sector through monopoly power 
of legal tender, thereby effectively 
giving them meaningful measure in 
their power to build up market confi-
dence, only by mentioning their 
“standby position”.

The US Federal reserve cut its policy 
rate to near zero. In Indonesia, Bank 
Indonesia has gradually lowered the 
seven-day reverse repo rate to 4.75 per 
cent and is working on the adjustment 
of reserve requirements to signal relax-
ation in monetary policy. By the same 
token, the Finance ministry has 
announced various fiscal incentives to 
inflate businesses and industries.

Those are just some evidence that the 
sovereign authorities are and will always 
be in place no matter what happens. 
They would be willing to do all that is 
necessary to save the economy. It is not 
just normative but rather a reality.

Understanding how sovereign pow-
er works and its nature should itself 
place confidence in finance and the 
economy. Sovereignty as a system 
holds all armslength measures to keep 
the economy immune from the pan-
demic. Step away from any political 
pressure therein, the public can be 
confident, even in a difficult situation.

To conclude, common rationality is 
important. The government needs to 
be in “whateverit-takes-mode” while 
the public has to support it. although it 
is undeniably difficult to preserve con-
fidence in hard times, there should be 
an exuberant spirit of “all-for-all”.

as the title suggests, the common 
rationality as a joint product of state 
and the people is important to build 
“immunity” for the economy. Public 
confidence is essential for a nation’s 
wealth, whereas mere individual 
rationality will never save us from the 
grave dangers of the crisis. There 
should now be less reason to panic. 
JAKARTA POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

The writer isa staff member at the Bank 
Indonesia’s legal affairs department. The 
views expressed are his own

Opinion
Kristianus Pramudito Isyunanda

Rationality maintains  
macroeconomic immunity

The virus outbreak has driven households to rush their buying for even not-so-related items. AfP



Stuck inside? 
French traveler 
turns isolation 
into inspiration
F

RENCHMAN Jean-
Jacques Savin, 73, made a 
splash last year by cross-
ing the Atlantic alone in a 

custom-built barrel, a 127-day trip 
that was followed by thousands 
via his regular Facebook posts.

The former paratrooper re-
vealed his tactics for fending off 
cabin fever after France issued 
strict stay-at-home orders this 
week to fight the coronavirus 
outbreak.

Savin spent four months in 
a barrel with just six sqm of 
cramped living space. 

So any advice for people con-
fined to their homes?

“Everyone needs to embrace 
their passion. This time of isola-
tion can be an opportunity for 
discovery -- start drawing, learn 
to play the harmonica, if it doesn’t 
bother the neighbours,” he said.

“You need to tire yourself out 
physically, not mentally, and 
walk as much as you can. Above 
all, don’t zone out in front of the 
television at night and then sleep 
until noon.”

Savin managed almost half a 
year of solitude during a trip on 
which he was just carried along 
by the currents.

“When you decide to take on 
a challenge, no matter what dif-
ficulties come up -- except for 
health problems -- you know at 
one point it will be over. The soli-
tude never bothered me, I actually 
appreciated it, because I chose it. 

“I wrote my journal, I read a lot, I 
exercised... I adapted to the solitude, 
the weather, I emptied my head and 
accepted that it would be long. I also 
knew that it was just for a while.”

‘Mother Nature’s message’
He was speaking as France was 

gritting its teeth at the start of a 
long confinement period -- with 
only essential trips out of the 
house allowed -- that could last 
several weeks or possibly longer 
to battle the coronavirus.

“In this case, confinement has 
been imposed on us and quite 
quickly. But we’re not totally iso-
lated, we all have telephones. I 
have friends who call and they’re 
often bored. I hate to interrupt 
them, but I have things to do.”

Savin said he felt safe hunkering 
down in the countryside in south-
west France, with the confinement 
rules imposing no major hardship 
or change in routine for him.

“I’m lucky, I own 40ha of pine 
and oak forests about 12km from 
my house in Ares, on the Arcachon 
bay. I’m living in a 20sqm cabin 
with candles for light, a stove and a 
stream nearby for taking baths.

“Like everyone else, I have plenty 
of pasta, rice, semolina. And I love 
sardines, I have around 30 tins. I can 
hold out for 25 days, and if I have to 
stay six months, I’ll stay six months.

“This virus is Mother Nature’s 
way of sending us a message. 
We’ll need to listen to it once this 
is over,” he said.
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Frenchman Jean-Jacques Savin (center) floated across the Atlantic Ocean in a custom-built barrel. afp

Savin spent four months in the barrel, which had just six sqm of living space. afp

Michael Barker, a 69 year-old retired firefighter thought he was suffer-
ing from dehydration before he was diagnosed with the coronavirus. afp

Ex-Florida firefighter quarantines 
at home after test frustration
MICHAEL Barker started feel-
ing sick about two weeks ago 
while on vacation with friends 
in the mountains of Colorado.

The 69 year-old retired fire-
fighter thought at first that he 
was just suffering from dehy-
dration.

“I had a headache,” he said. 
“I had a fever, had body aches, 
excessive thirst.”

He suspected he had corona-
virus after returning on March 
11 to his home in Wellington, 
about130km north of Miami.

“I wanted to let my friends 
know,” Barker said of the cou-
ples he had gone on vacation 
with in Vail, Colorado.

“And then we also have my 
daughter who lives close to us 
down here,” he said. “And we 
have two grandkids. I certain-
ly did not want to expose any-
one until I found out some-
thing for sure.”

Barker, who retired 10 years 

ago as the assistant chief of the 
Boca Raton Fire Rescue Serv-
ices Department, embarked 
on the frustrating experience 
shared by many other Ameri-
cans of getting tested.

At the time, there were just 23 
cases of coronavirus in Florida, 
which has a population of more 
than 21 million people. 

There are now more than 1,200 
cases in the “Sunshine State” and 
there have been 18 deaths.

“I spent the day trying to find 
a place where I could be test-
ed,” said Barker. “But that 
didn’t pan out at all.”

“I called my doctor and went 
over for an appointment and 
they examined me and the 
opinion was that I likely had 
the coronavirus, but they didn’t 
have any tests,” Barker said.

As his condition worsened, 
Barker’s wife contacted a 
neighbour.

“Our next door neighbour, 

who is an ER physician in Palm 
Beach county, was able to get 
me in and test me,” he said.

The test came back positive 
-- five days later.

‘Strange illness’
“This is a strange illness,” 

Barker said. “When you 
breathe it hurts, makes you 
confused and light headed.

“It killed my appetite and 
I’ve lost 14 pounds.”

Barker and his wife have been 
in self-quarantine in their home 
since the diagnosis.

Barker’s 66 year-old wife, 
who asked that her name not 
be used, is now suffering from 
what feels like bronchitis.

“Hard to take a deep breath,” 
she said. “I’ve had that since I 
came back.”

“I still have a cough that I’m 
dealing with, although I’m 
much better than I was,” she 
said.

“You can’t really totally sepa-
rate when you come home,” 
she said. “I was already 
exposed without probably me 
even knowing it.”

Barker’s wife said the Palm 
Beach County Health Depart-
ment has been in constant 
contact since it was confirmed 
her husband had the virus.

“They call me every day to 
find out what my temperature 
is,” she said.

Barker said he had been told 
that “if I do three days with no 
fever, I’m pretty much over it.”

As the virus spreads, the 
Florida authorities have pur-
chased thousands of test kits 
and have conducted more 
than 13,000 tests.

Because of the shortage of 
tests, however, they are cur-
rently only testing health 
workers and people over the 
age of 65 who show symptoms 
of the virus.



Woody Allen memoir released by new publisher 
WOODY Allen’s controversial autobi-
ography was released in the United 
States Monday, swiftly finding a new 
home after its original publisher 
pulled out after protests over abuse 
allegations against the filmmaker.

New York-based Arcade Publishing 
announced it has acquired world rights 
to “Apropos of Nothing,” saying it 
would not “bow to the politically cor-
rect pressures of the modern world.”

“We as publishers prefer to give 
voice to a respected writer and film-
maker,” editor Jeannette Seaver said.

Earlier this month giant publisher 
Hachette scrapped plans to release the 
book penned by Allen, 84, who has long 
been accused of molesting his daughter, 
and returned all rights to the author.

Hachette had cancelled the launch 
after Allen’s son Ronan Farrow, who 
is extremely critical of his father, 
denounced the book group, and staff 
staged a walkout.

Allegations that Allen molested his 
adopted daughter Dylan Farrow 
when she was seven years old in the 
early 1990s have dogged the Oscar-

winning filmmaker for decades.
The director of “Annie Hall” and 

“Manhattan” was cleared of the 
charges, first levelled by his then-
partner Mia Farrow, and has consist-
ently denied the abuse.

But Dylan, now 34, maintains she 
was molested.

The unexpected announcement of 
the book’s release Monday comes about 
two weeks ahead of its originally sched-
uled April 7 launch from Hachette’s 
Grand Central Publishing subsidiary.

Ronan Farrow, a high-profile inves-
tigative journalist and best-selling 
author, led the backlash to the book. 

He has long defended Dylan, who 
renewed her accusations against Allen 
in early 2018 in the wake of the #MeToo 
movement against sexual harassment.

Dozens of Hachette employees in 
New York walked out in protest at its 
original plan to publish the memoir.

But some had criticized Hachette’s 
withdrawal as censorship, including 
best-selling author Stephen King.

“The Hachette decision to drop the 
Woody Allen book makes me very 

uneasy. It’s not him; I don’t give a 
damn about Mr Allen. It’s who gets 
muzzled next that worries me,” he 
said on Twitter.

Seaver said that “while we respect 
Hachette’s decision to choose not to 
publish Woody Allen’s book, we 
choose not to take sides but rather, 
firmly believe in upholding the right 
to Freedom of Speech.”

“We find it critical to hear more 
than one side of a story and more 
importantly, not to squelch a writer’s 
right to be heard,” she said.

According to The New York Times, the 
book contains a post-script from Allen 
accusing Hachette of “cowering.”

“Hachette read the book and loved 
it and despite me being a toxic pariah 
and menace to society, they vowed to 
stand firm should things hit the fan,” 
he wrote. 

“When actual flak did arrive they 
thoughtfully reassessed their posi-
tion, concluding that perhaps cour-
age was not the virtue it was cracked 
up to be and there was a lot to be said 
for cowering.” afp

S
PANISH tenor Placido 
Domingo and disgraced 
Hollywood mogul Har-
vey Weinstein have 

joined the growing list of the 
rich, famous and powerful hit 
by the coronavirus. 

Here is a roundup:

Politics
Prince Albert II of Monaco has 

tested positive, although there 
are “no concerns for his health” 
the palace said on March 19.

Michel Barnier, who leads EU 
negotiations with Britain on Br-
exit, announced in a Twitter video 
on March 19 that he had tested 
positive for the coronavirus.

Canadian Prime Minister Jus-
tin Trudeau has been in isola-
tion since March 13 after his 
wife Sophie Gregoire Trudeau 
tested positive.

Members of governments in 
several countries -- Australia, Bra-
zil, Britain, Burkina Faso, France, 
Iran, Morocco, Norway, Poland 
and Spain – have been infected.

German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel decided on Sunday to 
quarantine herself at home af-
ter being treated by a doctor 
who has since tested positive.

Botswana President Mokgweet-
si Masisi went into self-quarantine 
Saturday after a visit to neigh-
bouring Namibia, which has three 
coronavirus cases.

Arts 
Cameroonian jazz star Manu 

Dibango, 86, died Tuesday after 
contracting the coronavirus. 
and being admitted to a French 
hospital. 

Congolese music legend Au-
rlus Mabele, known as the “King 
of Soukous”, a high-tempo mod-
ern variant of Congolese rumba, 
died in Paris on Thursday of the 
coronavirus, aged 67.

Spanish opera star Domingo 
said Sunday he had tested positive, 
adding he was “in good health”.

Hollywood producer Wein-
stein, in prison in northern 
New York state after being sen-
tenced to 23 years in jail for 
rape and sexual assault, has 
also tested positive, US media 
reported on Sunday.

Oscar-winning actor Tom Hanks 
and his wife, actress and singer 
Rita Wilson, said on Monday they 
were doing better after nearly two 
weeks quarantine in Australia.

British actor Idris Elba said 
on March 16 that he had tested 
positive for the virus and gone 
into self-isolation. 

Chilean author Luis Sepulve-
da, who lives in northern Spain, 
also has the virus and is in hos-
pital. He felt the first symptoms 
on February 25.

Sport
Former Real Madrid president 

Lorenzo Sanz died on Saturday 
aged 76, three days after being 
hospitalised with the coronavirus 

In Italy several players at 
Juventus are infected, includ-
ing France’s 2018 World Cup 
winner Blaise Matuidi and 
Argentinian attacker Paulo 
Dybala.

As a precautionary measure 
their teammate Cristiano Ron-
aldo has been in isolation for 
several days.

Former AC Milan defend-
er Paolo Maldini and his 
footballer son Daniel an-
nounced they were positive 
Saturday.

At Fiorentina, another top Ital-
ian club, 10 players are infected.

In England, Arsenal manager 
Mikel Arteta and Chelsea wing-
er Callum Hudson-Odoi have 
both tested positive.

In 12 days at least 14 play-
ers from the NBA have tested 
positive, including Brooklyn 
Nets superstar Kevin Durant. 
Most of them have said they are 
without symptoms according 
to NBA boss Adam Silver. afp
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Celebrities hit 
by virus across 
all industries

Spanish tenor Placido Domingo, who has since tested positive for the virus performs during a concert in Hungary. afp

US director Woody Allen looks on in a press conference in the US. afp

British actor Idris Elba said on March 16 that he had tested positive for the virus and gone into self-isolation. afp 
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W
hILE top gym chains 
in India are shuttered 
over the coronavirus 
pandemic, many work-

out dens are defying government or-
ders of a lockdown by staying open 
for their muscle-bound customers.

Exercise fanatics say their need to 
pump iron is worth the risk, and the 
gyms’ owners keep opening up de-
spite facing police action, meaning 
the dumbbells carry on being lifted 
and the treadmills stay turning.

In one cramped gym in a crowded 
Delhi backstreet, around 20 people 
are waiting for a turn on one of the 
10 machines.

“There is fear because every ac-
tion or government circular comes 
down to how good the police are,” 
says the owner, who gives only his 
first name, rajeev. “It is also a mat-
ter of our livelihood.”

rajeev says that shortly after he 
opened his gym in 2016, the govern-
ment cancelled more than 80 per-
cent of bank notes to counter the 
black economy. That badly hit busi-
nesses, as did a new national sales 
tax introduced in 2018.

“So we have been under the ham-
mer and now cannot afford to shut 
down,” he said.

authorities have been cracking 
down on the gyms, with police in 
Delhi arresting two owners on Sun-
day for illegally operating. Four crimi-
nal cases were also filed against gyms 
elsewhere in the capital, police said. 

Heat treatment
 India, which has reported 10 

deaths from around 500 virus cases, 
staged a one day curfew on Sunday 
to test its pandemic defences. au-
thorities then ordered drastic new 

restrictions on movement.
In between barking out orders 

to his sweat-soaked members and 
staff, rajeev tells how he believes 
bodybuilders can fight the virus 
with strong immunity and that In-
dia’s climate will help.

“India’s a very hot country and I 
have learned that temperatures be-
tween 25-26 degrees centigrade can 
destroy this virus,” says Singh, high-
lighting a widely held belief in the 
country of 1.3 billion people.

The World health Organization 
has said there is no proof that heat 
kills the coronavirus. 

“I have taken action, there is sani-
tizer. If your immunity level is very 
strong then you can fight this virus,” 
rajeev insists.

‘Virus is secondary’
While schools, colleges and swim-

ming pools are closed, and top 
sporting events like the Indian Pre-
mier League cricket are suspended, 
dozens of gyms are operating across 
Delhi.

India has a booming bodybuilding 
culture and for many, extra hours are 
needed to burn off unwanted fat, no 
matter the risks.

“I am 13 kilos overweight and I’m 
doing a 50-day challenge,” one 27-
year-old university researcher said 
as he wiped off sweat after a 20 min-
ute run on a treadmill.

“Everyday I go to my room, I ignore 
the fact that there is coronavirus 
and keep on motivating myself that 
I have to go to the gym,” he said.

“This virus is secondary – if I am 
healthy then I can kill the virus,” he 
said, adding he would keep coming 
to the gym despite the threat of po-
lice action if caught.

Delhi’s rebel gym 
goers risk virus 
to pump iron

A patron works 
out at a New Delhi 

gym despite the 
growing threat of 

the      coronavirus 
in India .  afp

India has a booming bodybuilding culture and for many, extra hours are needed to burn off unwated fat, no matter the risks .afp

Authorities have been cracking down on the gyms, with police in Delhi arresting two owners on Sunday for illegally operating.. afp



Instacart employee Monica Ortega checks her cellphone for orders while picking up groceries from a supermarket. afp

Grocery delivery services grow during social distancing 
GROCERY delivery service 
Instacart  on Monday 
announced plans to double 
the ranks of “shoppers” who 
fill orders in North America as 
people hunker down to reduce 
coronavirus risk.

The San Francisco based firm 
said it wants to add another 
300,000 “full-service shoppers” 
during the coming three 
months to meet soaring 
demand for grocery delivery or 
pick-up.

“The last few weeks have 
been the busiest in Instacart’s 
history and our teams are 
working around the clock to 
reliably and safely serve all 
members of our community,” 
chief executive Apoorva Mehta 
said in a release.

“Instacart shoppers have 
stepped up as household 

heroes for families, grandpar-
ents, and people in need coast-
to-coast,”

Instacart is part of the “gig 
economy” and serves as a plat-
form connecting people seek-
ing grocery deliveries with 
those willing to handle the task 
for a fee.

The company has seen order 
volume in North America 
surge by more than 150 pe r 
cent compared to this time last 
year, with customers placing 
larger orders than was typical 
before people began avoiding 
shopping excursions due to 
the coronavirus, according to 
Instacart.

The move follows announce-
ments by Amazon and Wal-
mart last week on hiring mas-
sive numbers of temporary 
workers to handle increased 

demand by those turning to 
the retail giants’ food and sup-
plies during the crisis.

The search for workers 
comes as many in the US see 
their jobs vanish as people 
spend less money on travel, 
restaurants, hotels, and non-
essential goods.

“As more people look for 
immediate, flexible earnings 
opportunities during this time, 
we hope that Instacart can be an 
additional source of income for 
those looking to earn while also 
delivering for the communities 
in which they live,” Mehta said.

Although Instacart shoppers 
lack many of the advantages of 
regular employees, the company 
last year launched a program 
offering some benefits including 
accident insurance and access 
to health plans. afp
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Finish your Pina 
Colada, we are 
closed! Cuba 
shuts to tourists

N
ESMI Orslom relished his 
Cuba vacation to the very 
end: “In every city that we 
went, to every bar to have 

a drink, we always ordered a pina 
colada or a mojito!”

But now he is in a hurry to leave, 
anxious to get out of a country that 
on Tuesday is set to start isolating 
tourists due to the new coronavirus.

The 34 year-old arrived in Cuba on 
March 10 for the honeymoon he has 
spent the better part of a year plan-
ning.

Did he picture the trip ending up 
like this?

“Absolutely not,” he said.
“When we left the situation was 

very different than how it is now” – 
both in the Netherlands, which at 
that point had not instituted any 
lockdown measures, and in Cuba, 
where the first confirmed case was 

reported March 11.
Now Orslom is waiting in line at the 

Air France counter at the airport in 
havana, hoping to find a flight out. 

From Tuesday, Cuba – which has so 
far counted 40 cases of the new coro-
navirus, which the government says 
have all been “imported” – will close 
its borders to tourists for a month and 
isolate in hotels those who remain.

“If we can go home today, it will be 
a relief,” Orslom said.

Air France is set to suspend its 
daily flight from havana starting 
Wednesday, leaving the embassy to 
take care of special arrangements. 

France’s Air Caraibes and Pan-
ama’s Copa Airlines will also stop 
their flights the week after. Spain’s 
Iberia and Air Europa have cut back 
on their services.

Open borders

As Latin American countries 
slowly began to close themselves 
off from the outside world against 
the threat of the virus over the last 
few weeks, Cuba continued to try 
to woo tourists – who brought in 
$3.3 billion in 2018 – with wide-
open borders and touting itself as a 
safe destination.

Now those tourists wander ner-
vously around havana airport, 
looking for flights home, under ads 
touting the picturesque Varadero 
beaches, trips in vintage cars and 
charming Cuban music.

“Better to be confined at home 
than elsewhere,” said 57-year-old 
Regine Paumer, who arrived from 
Nantes, France on March 16 with her 
husband, but without their friends, 
who cancelled at the last minute. 

“We don’t speak Spanish, a little Eng-
lish,” she said. “It’s a bit of a hassle.” 

When President Miguel Diaz-
Canel announced on Friday the 
move to close the country’s borders 
in just three days, there were 60,000 
tourists still on the island, including 
5,000 French and 10,000 Canadian 
travellers.

By Monday, the government said 
only 32,500 remained: 3,000 French, 
1,500 Spanish and several thousand 
Canadians, according to diplomatic 
sources.

‘We are stuck’
Sitting on the floor near her suit-

case, 26-year-old Alice Careil tried 
to keep her spirits up.

“I’m a little tan, so we did take lit-
tle advantage of (the trip),” she said. 
“After that, it’s true that we were a 
little tense over the last few days.”

She and her partner arrived March 
14 and had planned to stay until 
Wednesday.

“We were told to come back to 

France quickly,” she said. 
But their Air Caraibes flight was 

already cancelled. 
Since then, she has been frustrated.
“We have to register on a list to 

get a place on Air France,” she said. 
“There are not very many [seats], 
and there are already 400 names.” 

She waited at the airport from 9:00 
am to 8:00 pm Sunday and came 
back at 9:30 am Monday.

Tourists are still allowed to stay af-
ter Tuesday. 

But “things change very quickly,” 
said Careil. “There are some coun-
tries, really not far, in South Amer-
ica, that have completely closed 
their borders. So if things change in 
two days, we are stuck. We are not 
going to spend a month here, even 
if it is really pretty!”

And they would still need to find 
somewhere to stay. Many homestay 
casas have closed their doors to tour-
ists, meaning they have to find lodg-
ing at state-run hotels, which can be 
three or four times more expensive.

Slovenian Mara Marinich, 62, was 
due to go home Tuesday. 

“I had a return ticket through Ali-
talia from havana to Rome to Tri-
este, but all of my flights were can-
celled,” she said. 

At the casa she was staying, she 
was told everyone had to leave. 

“I don’t have the money to buy 
another ticket,” she said. And “I 
don’t have the money to pay for a 
hotel.” afp

Stranded passengers wait for a flight to return to their countries, at Havana’s Jose Marti airport. afp

A worker of a private taxi company disinfects an old American car. He dons a face mask to protect against the coronavirus. afp
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Nervous contractions
  5 Santa checks one
  9 Former capital near the Red Sea
 13 Wood-shaping tool
 14 University city of Norway
 15 Light on one’s feet
 16 Supermarket meat label, perhaps
 17 Canter or gallop, e.g.
 18 “One of ___ days ...”
 19 Cozy outerwear
 22 Barbershop mishap
 23 “To each ___ own”
 24 Cornell University site
 28 Item in an outdoorsman’s pack, 

perhaps
 32 Place for a big boxing match
 33 Ancient portico
 35 Bonanza yield
 36 He comes for nuts?
 40 Coal holder
 41 Face-off 
 42 Formal rulings
 43 Made-it-big status
 46 Extremely popular
 47 Prominent Chihuahua feature
 48 Judge
 50 Stanley Kubrick film

 58 Davis of “I’m Not Rappaport”
 59 Twistable cookie treat
 60 Bring someone new into the 

company
 61 White poker chips, often
 62 Moore of Hollywood
 63 “The Andy Griffith Show” role
 64 Lad’s date, perhaps
 65 Wednesday was named after him
 66 Make sharper
DOWN
  1 Rash protection
  2 Brain wave
  3 Antidrug honcho
  4 Transmit
  5 Oscar nominee Robert
  6 Scientist Newton
  7 Move with head down
  8 Day care attendees
  9 Filled with sudden fright
 10 Become less of a person?
 11 “Anything ___?”
 12 Not once, poetically
 15 Dined at home
 20 From early Peru
 21 Bread choice
 24 Poets’ feet

 25 Personal characteristic
 26 Reddish hair dye
 27 Singer DiFranco
 28 Put in long hours
 29 Doggie
 30 Bard’s inspiration
 31 Reach an under-standing of
 33 What Michael Phelps has done 

well
 34 Popeye’s middle name?
 37 Be extremely fond of
 38 Plant blight
 39 Legendary Spanish general  

“El ___” 
 44 Counts (on)
 45 Feminine titles
 46 Become a member again
 48 Defied
 49 Resin used in ointments
 50 Give birth to a horse
 51 Annapolis campus
 52 D-Day ships (abbr.)
 53 Kind of list
 54 Western-roundup food
 55 “Kin” kin
 56 Great Lake
 57 Quiz or exam

“WEARING OUT?” 

Tuesday’s solution

Tuesday’s solution
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rugby Football League trying to 
salvage ashes amid pandemic 
B

ritain’s governing rugby 
Football League (rFL) has 
yet to give up hope of stag-
ing this year’s ashes series 

with australia as it tries to ensure 
clubs stay afloat during the shut-
down caused by the coronavirus. 

australia’s national rugby League 
(nrL) followed other competitions 
across all sport on monday by an-
nouncing its suspension of the cur-
rent season, with chiefs saying the 
domestic campaign was being put 
on hold “indefinitely”.

that move has led to a big ques-
tion mark against the future of the 
Kangaroos’ tour, scheduled for Oc-
tober and november.

matches between Great Britain 
and australia are the foundation 
stone of international rugby league, 
with this year’s series set to mark the 
first aussie tour since 2003.

rFL chief executive ralph rimmer, 

responding later on monday to the 
nrL’s announcement, said cancelling 
the tour would be a huge blow ahead 
of the 2021 World cup in England.

But with the rFL and super League 
having shut down their respective 
competitions, the nrL’s move came 
as no surprise to rimmer. 

“We were expecting it,” he told Brit-
ain’s Press association news agency.

But rimmer said if australia did 
not tour, playing matches against 
other international opposition was 
unlikely to be an alternative option.

“i don’t think that would be fea-
sible because, whatever restrictions 
apply to the australians would 
similarly apply to most of the oth-
er teams willing to tour because 
many of those players would be 
enshrined within the nrL and UK 
competitions,” he said.

“at the moment, we’re aiming 
towards the ashes. it’s hugely im-

portant to us and its there as a hors 
d’oeuvre to the World cup in 2021.

“But nevertheless there are forces 
at work that are far greater at this 
moment in time.”

With all major senior club fixtures 
postponed by the rFL and the elite 
super League, which also encom-
passes teams in France and canada, 
until at least april 3, there are con-
cerns over whether teams can cope 
with the impact on their finances.

rimmer warned it was possible 
some semi-professional clubs 
could go out of business.

“it’s not impossible,” he said. “We 
have redressed the position in the 
operational rules on insolvency laws 
that would normally apply.

“hopefully it won’t be, the [UK] 
Government support will be very 
helpful in all that,” added rimmer, 
citing a move by the British finance 
minister to guarantee 80 per cent of 

wages of employees unable to work 
due to the virus.

the 16-club nrL, considered a part 
of australia’s social fabric, kicked off 
a fortnight ago and made it through 
two rounds as one of the last profes-
sional sports worldwide still playing 
during the pandemic, amid fears a 
shutdown would bankrupt the game.

‘Ready for the worst’
But the australian government 

then recommended against all “non-
essential” domestic travel, with aus-
tralia recording more than 1,600 cas-
es of covid-19 as of monday.

“Our pandemic and biosecurity ex-
perts said due to the outbreak it is no 
longer safe for our players to play,” 
australian rugby League commis-
sion chairman Peter V’landys said.

“i don’t think we’ve ever come across 
a financial crisis like it,” he added.

“We’re ready for the worst.” afp

Formula One ‘fully 
expect’season start

real madrid 
champions...  
on console

FOrmULa One chairman chase carey 
on monday said that he “fully expects” 
the 2020 season to start this summer 
with a revised calendar of “15-18 races” 
despite a raft of postponements due 
to the coronavirus pandemic.

the azerbaijan Grand Prix earlier 
on monday became the eighth race 
to be delayed due to the covid-19 
outbreak.

But carey insisted that the season 
would go ahead, although admitted that 
it was still impossible to know exactly 
what the schedule will look like.

“We and our partners fully expect 
the season to start at some point this 
summer, with a revised calendar of 
between 15-18 races,” carey said in 
a statement.

“it is not possible to provide a more 

specific calendar now due to the fluid-
ity of the current situation but we expect 
to gain clearer insights to the situation 
in each of our host countries, as well as 
the issues related to travel to these 
countries, in the coming month.”

so far, Grand Prix races scheduled for 
Bahrain, Vietnam, china, netherlands 
and spain have also been postponed 
while the iconic riviera showpiece in 
monaco and the season-opening aus-
tralian race were cancelled.

carey said the sport plans to race 
during the usual summer break and 
admitted that the campaign could 
finish after the scheduled final day in 
november.

the new season will not start until 
at least June 14 with the canada GP 
in montreal. afp

La LiGa’s players swapped boots for 
controllers and real madrid still won 
as spanish football tried to fill the void 
of an empty fixture list with a FiFa play-
station tournament last weekend.

marco asensio, who has been out 
with a ruptured cruciate ligament 
since July last year, pressed the right 
buttons to give madrid one of their 
less prestigious titles after a 4-2 win 
over Leganes representative aitor 
ruibal in sunday’s final. 

the tournament raised around 
€180,000 ($193,000) for Unicef and the 
fight against the coronavirus pan-
demic, while the final gained almost 
170,000 viewers on twitch, the live 
streaming platform used by gamers.

With professional football in spain 
suspended until further notice to lim-
it the spread of the virus, clubs and 
players have had to be more creative.

and the spanish media were quick 
to capitalise on any sniff of competi-
tion as marca devoted more than 25 
articles to the virtual tournament while 
three of spain’s leading commentators 
provided live commentary.

there was even controversy as Bar-
celona’s sergi roberto and real mal-
lorca’s alejandro Pozo had to with-
draw, given both clubs are sponsored 
by Konami, the creators of FiFa’s 
rival, Pro Evolution soccer.

Each entered team selected one 
player to represent them, with real 
Betis forward Borja iglesias among the 
most committed. iglesias walked into 
his living room for kick-off as if pre-
paring for a real match in a stadium.

iglesias had a hand in the idea for the 
tournament too after he had played the 
postponed seville derby between real 
Betis and sevilla by facing off on FiFa 
against sevilla’s sergio reguilon.

But the project was pushed through 
by ibai Llanos, spain’s most famous 
esports commentator, who initially 
suggested the idea in a post to his 1.2 
million followers on twitter.

asensio, who fought off competi-
tion from Dani carvajal and thibaut 
courtois to represent real madrid, 
posted a video of himself celebrating 
while wearing the club shirt.

“it has been a spectacular tourna-
ment,” asensio wrote. “the aim was 
to have a good time, laugh, entertain 
ourselves in these difficult times for 
everyone, and donate in the fight 
against covid-19.

“and we have succeeded. congratu-
lations @ibaiLlanos, and all who have 
made it possible,” he said afp

Jenson Button of Great Britain and McLaren drive at the United States Formula One Grand Prix before the pandemic. afp

Great Britain and Australia’s clash in 2006. The fixture is the foundationstone of the international rugby legaue, but it is likely to be missed amid the Covid-19 pandemic. afp
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Europe’s media innovates to keep fans tuned
F

rom impassioned 
debates around the 
kitchen table to de-
tailed reports about 

matches that never happened, 
Europe’s football media are 
working overtime to give fans 
a welcome distraction during 
the coronavirus crisis.

Former Tottenham, Barce-
lona and England striker Gary 
Lineker, a keen amateur chef, 
even opened up his home 
in a bid to satisfy the British 
football public’s appetite for 
sports talk.

as the presenter of long-run-
ning English top-flight high-
lights show match of the Day, 
Lineker, ignoring social dis-
tancing guidelines, played host 
to regular studio guests alan 
Shearer and Ian Wright around 
his kitchen table last week.

match of the Day was 
screened as a panel show 
rather than highlights on Sat-
urday, with Lineker, Shearer 
and Wright debating the 
greatest captains of the Pre-
mier League era.

For once there was no talk of 
Var as ex-Newcastle and Black-
burn star Shearer detailed his 
memorable battles with man-
chester United’s roy Keane and 
former arsenal striker Wright 
described his use of “Franglais” 
to make conversation with 
team-mate Patrick Vieira.

In what was due to be Fa cup 
quarter-final weekend, the 
BBc also filled the void of what 
would have been live games 
with classic last eight matches 
from the competition’s past.

Linker, 59, has since gone into 
self-isolation after his 28-year-
old son George told him he may 
have contracted the virus.

In Italy, one of the coun-
tries worst hit by the pan-
demic, the football media 
have been focused on boost-

ing national pride.
Sky Sports have already 

broadcast Italy’s matches on 
their way to victory in the 
2006 World cup.

The schedule for monday was 
“a whole day spent together 
with Italian coaches who have 
left their mark in England”.

There were segments on 
claudio ranieri, who master-
minded Leicester’s fairytale 
Premier League title triumph, 
roberto mancini, who won 
the title at manchester city, 
and carlo ancelotti, a double 
winner at chelsea.

In Spain, La Liga club Lega-

nes live tweeted their game 
that wasn’t against Valladol-
id and newspaper aS did 
a match report on it, while 
cadena Ser also broadcast 
commentary of the “goal”.

manolo Lama from cadena 
copa, miguel angel roman 
from movistar and antoni 
Daimiel from cadena Ser – 
three of Spain’s most famous 
commentators – all commen-
tated on La Liga’s playstation 
tournament over the weekend, 
which was won by real ma-
drid’s marco asensio and drew 
over 170,000 online fans while 
raising money for charity.

Nostalgic highlights
much of the weekend’s 

French sports coverage was 
given over to the big clash 
between marseille and Paris 
Saint-Germain, which was 
meant to be played on Sunday.

Sunday morning’s edi-
tion of leading sports daily 
L’Equipe had a front-page 
photo montage of current 
PSG defender marquinhos 
giving chase to chris Waddle 
in a marseille shirt. 

Inside, the paper pitched 
together a dream team for 
each side (marseille with 

Waddle, Didier Deschamps, 
Didier Drogba and Jean-
Pierre Papin et al, versus PSG 
with rai, ronaldinho, Zla-
tan Ibrahimovic and George 
Weah among others).

Nostalgia has been a recur-
ring theme and on Sunday 
night canal Plus filled the 
slot that should have been 
dedicated to live coverage of 
marseille v PSG by showing 
highlights of games between 
the teams in the last decade.

BeIN Sports showed France’s 
2018 World cup final win against 
croatia at the same time.

Sky’s Germany television 

channel spent the weekend 
re-running Bundesliga com-
pilation packages featuring 
great goals and dramatic late 
winners. 

Streaming service DaZN have 
put up every single champions 
League Final since 1992. 

Newspaper Bild summed 
up the desperation for some 
sporting drama the best.

They teamed up with the 
chess24 website to lives-
tream the World chess 
championship candidates 
Tournament from russia, 
under the headline: “Finally, 
some sport!”  afp

a-league: australia’s last active sport finally pulls plug
aUSTraLIa’S last active sport, 
the a-League soccer, pulled the 
plug on its season Tuesday to 
curb the spread of coronavirus, 
with bosses saying it had 
become “mission impossible”.

The decision follows the 
National rugby League and 
the country’s most popular 
spectator sport, aussie rules, 
making similar decisions over 
the past two days.

rugby union, cricket, bas-
ketball and other sports had 
already shut down.

The 11-team a-League, which 
played to empty stadiums last 
weekend, only had five rounds 
left to complete the season.

But tightened government 
restrictions, including state 
border shutdowns, made it too 
difficult to continue.

“The decision taken was the 
result of the increased state 
and national requirements, in 
particular border controls that 
the states, and New Zealand 
have implemented,” said Foot-
ball Federation australia chief 
James Johnson.

“as a national competition 
that is played in almost all 
parts of australia, also in New 
Zealand, mission complicated 
became mission impossible.”

FFa will review the situation 

over the coming weeks with a 
further status assessment 
scheduled for april 22, with 
the goal being to reschedule 
the remaining games.

Two a-League teams, Welling-
ton Phoenix and melbourne 
Victory, were already serving 
mandatory 14-day quarantines 
after playing in New Zealand 
last week and failing to get back 
to australia before tough new 
entry rules took effect.

“To get so close to completing 
the competition, only to pull up 
a few weeks short, has been 
heartbreaking for the players, 
clubs and fans,” added Johnson.

“That said, the health and safe-
ty of our fans, players, volunteers 
and staff has always been the 
overriding consideration for us.”

australia has recorded more 
than 1,800 cases of covid-19 
with seven deaths.

although football is set to 
take a significant financial hit 
from the suspension, Johnson 
insisted it would survive, in 
contrast to doom and gloom 
predictions that rugby league 
faces a fight for its life.

“The game will survive this, 
of that I’m absolutely sure,” he 
said. “But will we need to make 
changes, will things look dif-
ferent, I’d say yes.” afp An empty Bankwest Stadium, shuttered from fans due to the Covid-19, is pictured at one of the last matches to take place in the league. afp

Gary Neville invited BBC regulars Alan Shearer and Ian Wright to his home to discuss former football highlights amid the lack of football. afp
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IOc urged to 
make Olympic 
decision as US 
backs deferral 
T

hE International Olympic 
committee came under 
pressure to speed up its de-
cision about postponing the 

Tokyo Games on Tuesday as athletes 
criticised the four-week deadline 
and the United States joined calls to 
delay the competition.

after canada and australia withdrew 
their teams, with the world hunkering 
down for the coronavirus pandemic, 
the US Olympic committee said post-
ponement was the best way forward.

a growing group of national Olym-
pic committees and sports bod-
ies including World athletics have 
called for the Games, set to start on 
July 24, to be pushed back, an out-
come that now appears inevitable.

IOc officials are studying a post-
ponement, among other options, 
but still believe a decision would be 

“premature” four months from the 
scheduled start. They will make an 
announcement within four weeks.

“my interpretation of the IOc’s 
communications is they don’t want 
to cancel, and they don’t think they 
can continue with the July 24 date,” 
senior IOc official Dick Pound said.  

“So you’re looking at the ‘P’ word – 
postponement.”

The US statement came after a 
survey of 1,780 US athletes found an 
overwhelming majority, 68 per cent, 
backed postponement.

The virus lockdown has shut down 
competition, including Olympic 
qualifiers, and made training not 
just difficult but also dangerous, as 
athletes risk contracting or spread-
ing covid-19.

‘Unacceptable, irresponsible’

Several countries have imposed 
strict stay-at-home orders and in-
ternational travel has been drasti-
cally curtailed as worldwide deaths 
surge past 16,500 and confirmed 
cases surpass 378,000.

“Our most important conclusion 
from this broad athlete response is 
that even if the current significant 
health concerns could be alleviated 
by late summer, the enormous dis-
ruptions to the training environment, 
doping controls and qualification pro-
cess can’t be overcome in a satisfactory 
manner,” the United States Olympic 
and Paralympic committee said.

USa Gymnastics also said it was 
“adding our voice to the chorus advo-
cating for postponement”, after USa 
Swimming and USa Track and Field 
had already urged the US Olympic 
committee to press for a delay.

meanwhile, British Olympic asso-
ciation chairman hugh robertson 
told Sky Sports News: “If the virus 
continues as predicted by the gov-
ernment, I don’t think there is any 
way we can send a team.” 

With opposition to the July start 

reaching deafening levels, athletes 
questioned why the IOc needed 
weeks to come to a decision. The 
Olympic torch relay is due to start in 
Japan on Thursday.

“Such a response is unacceptable, 
irresponsible, and once again ig-
nores the rights of athletes,” Global 
athlete, an organisation which aims 
to speak for sports competitors, said 
in a statement.

British cyclist callum Skinner 
strongly criticised IOc president 
Thomas Bach, accusing him of plac-
ing his own interests first. 

“Bach’s stubbornness and arro-
gance has spectacularly failed in 
this instance and he has weakened 
the Olympic movement,” Skinner 
wrote on Twitter.

“This isn’t the first time he has put 
his own motives above the athletes 
and the movement.”

‘Dither and delay’
British hurdler Dai Greene said the 

“dither and delay” was “obscene” 
while Ed Warner, the chairman-desig-
nate of British wheelchair rugby, said 

the IOc had misjudged the mood.
“The IOc has said it will make a 

decision in four weeks,” he told the 
Guardian. “It hasn’t got that long. It 
probably has only got four days. 

“The right thing for the IOc to do 
is to announce it will postpone the 
Games immediately – and then use 
the next couple of weeks to decide 
when it will be. athletes have led 
the way on this and the IOc have 
trailed far behind them. That has 
to change.”

World athletics said it was pre-
pared to shift its world champion-
ships, scheduled for august 6-15 
next year in Oregon, to accommo-
date a potential Olympics next sum-
mer, seen as the most likely option.

But experts warn shifting the To-
kyo Games, which are seven years in 
the planning and have a price tag of 
$12.6 billion, is no simple matter.

“It is mind-bogglingly complex to 
make a sudden change after seven 
years of preparation for the biggest 
sporting event in the world,” mi-
chael Payne, the IOc’s former head 
of marketing, he said. afp

maldini expects to recover from covid-19
FOrmEr Italy football cap-
tain Paolo maldini said 
monday he expects to 
recover “within a week” 
after being diagnosed with 
the new coronavirus.

maldini, 51, now the tech-
nical director at ac milan, 
and his 18-year-old son 
Daniel, a youth team player, 
had been in self-isolation at 
home for two weeks.

The team announced on 
Saturday that they would 
“remain in quarantine until 
clinically recovered” from 
covid-19.

“With this video I wanted 
to thank all those people 
who expressed on social 
media their love and con-
cern for my and my son’s 
health,” maldini said on 
Instagram.

“We’re fine – we should be 

able to get rid of this virus 
within a week.

“Thanks for your continu-
ing affection.

“I wanted to thank all 
those doctors, nurses, 
health workers, civil protec-
tion and law enforcement 
officers who are facing this 
emergency with the utmost 
professionalism and enor-
mous courage.

“Once again, you make us 
feel proud of being Italian. 
Thanks again.”

maldini, considered one of 
the greatest defenders of all 
time, won five champions 
League titles with milan.

all sport in Italy has been 
suspended until april 3 fol-
lowing the outbreak of a 
virus which has claimed the 
lives of over 6,000 people in 
the country. afp

The weather is not the only thing gloomy at the headquarters of the International Olympic Committee as postponement looms. afp

US gymnast Shane Wiskus  The gymnast team support Olympic postponment. afp

AC Milan’s defender and captain Paolo Maldini acknwoledges the supporters during his playing career. afp

Gostkowski 
departs Pats

ANOTHER Patriots star is on 
his way out of New England as 
the NFL team confirmed it had 

waived three-time Super Bowl-win-
ning kicker Stephen Gostkowski.

Gostkowski, 36, is the Patriots’ 
all-time leading scorer with 1,775 
career points and 374 field goals in 14 
seasons with the Pats.

Gostkowski’s 87.4 per cent field goal 
accuracy rate is the highest in Patri-
ots history and fifth in NFL history.

But Gostkowski was limited to four 
games because of a hip injury that 
required surgery last October.

He was the second-longest tenured 
member of the Patriots after super-
star quarterback Tom Brady, who 
signed with the Tampa Bay Bucca-
neers last week.

New England will save about $3 mil-
lion in salary cap space by releasing 
him. afp
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