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NA, Senate 
set for bill on 
‘emergency’
Niem Chheng

P
RIME Minister Hun Sen has 
requested the Senate to con-
vene an extraordinary meet-
ing to review the draft law 

that aims to put the Kingdom in a state 
of emergency after the bill reached the 
National Assembly (NA) on Friday.

The draft law, which was approved 
by the Council of Ministers’ Standing 
Committee chaired by Hun Sen on 
Tuesday, is likely to be passed by the 
NA this week. The Senate will then 
need five days to review and approve 
the bill, its spokesperson said.

In his letter to Senate president 
Say Chhum on Friday, Hun Sen said: 
“The government is in urgent need 
of this law to govern the country in 
a state of emergency.”

Senate spokesman Mam Bunne-
ang said: “The Senate can call a 
meeting only after the draft law is 
adopted by the NA.

“On Monday, the NA will send the 
bill to its Standing Committee for 
review. After deliberation and 
approval, the NA president will send 
it to the Senate.

“We have to wait for the NA before 
we can fix a date for the [extraordi-
nary] meeting.”

NA spokesman Leng Peng Long on 
Sunday confirmed receipt of the draft 
law. He said: “This law is urgent so we 

will proceed accordingly. We will sub-
mit it to the NA’s Standing Committee 
and wait for its decision.” 

However, Peng Long said the NA had 
not determined a specific date for its 
plenary session to adopt the law.

Consisting of five chapters and 11 
articles, the draft law stipulates a 
maximum 10-year imprisonment 
for anyone caught breaking it.

The bill sets out formalities, pro-
cedures and terms for a declaration 
of a state of emergency if the coun-
try faces danger.

It aims to maintain national secu-
rity and public order, lives and 
health of the people, properties and 
the environment.

It remains to be seen how the NA 
would convene a plenary session to 
deliberate the draft law as the King-
dom grapples with the Covid-19 
pandemic, which has recorded 114 
infections since January.

Last week, the NA said it will post-
pone all unnecessary meetings in 
line with guidance from the Minis-
try of Health and the World Health 
Organisation (WHO). 

Speaking to The Post on Thursday, 
Peng Long declined to elaborate on 
how the NA will discuss the bill, say-
ing only that a session through 
video conferencing is not allowed

Strict orders
National Police chief Neth Savoeun has issued a directive instructing officers to prevent robberies, drug trafficking,  
gambling and throwing water in plastic bags that cause danger to people during the Khmer New Year. HONG MENEA

Mystery deaths in duck chase

Australian police to probe ship operator on deaths

Kim Sarom

TWO construction work-
ers died while attempting 
to catch a duck from a city 
drain on Saturday in 
Krang Thnong commune, 
in Phnom Penh’s Sen Sok 
district.

District police chief Hour 
Mengvang identified the 

victims as Oeung Chan 
Arn, 26, and Phan Seiha, 24. 
Both men were from Trapa-
ing Sdao commune, 
Romeas Hek district, in 
Svay Rieng province.

“There is no water in the 
drain and they could have 
died of suffocation,” 
Mengvang said. 

According to the police 

report, which cites a wit-
ness, it was around 2pm 
and Chan Arn was trying to 
catch a duck in the drain. 
He then disappeared. The 
second victim went to find 
him and also disappeared.

The report said the wit-
ness, who was the wife of 
the first victim, sat to wait 
for her husband to emerge, 

but when he didn’t come 
out she called for help 
from villagers who noti-
fied local authorities who 
fou nd t hem a lready 
dead.

The wife told authorities 
that the men had left work 
to go fishing at the site of 
the incident when they saw 
the duck running.

AUSTRALIAN police on Sun-
day launched a criminal inves-
tigation after thousands of 
passengers were allowed to 
disembark a Covid-19-stricken 
cruise ship in Sydney and 10 
later died of the disease.

The government last month 
allowed 2,700 passengers to 
walk off the Carnival Austral-
ia-owned Ruby Princess and 
travel to their homes around 
the country – despite a ban on 

cruise ships docking in Aus-
tralia being announced just 
days earlier.

New South Wales state police 
commissioner Mick Fuller said 
Sunday that the ship’s opera-
tors would be investigated 
over alleged “absolute discrep-
ancies” between information 
provided to authorities and 
the requirements of the law.

“The key question that 
remains unanswered, and a 

criminal or coronial investiga-
tion will need to be conducted 
is, were Carnival crew trans-
parent in contextualising the 
true patient and crew health 
conditions relevant to Covid-
19?” he asked.

“The international licence to 
enter a port is on the assurance 
from the captain to the author-
ities that the vessel is free from 
contagious disease.”

Some passengers on the 

ship were displaying flu-like 
symptoms when it berthed in 
Sydney Harbour.

Hundreds later tested posi-
tive for Covid-19 and 10 peo-
ple have so far died of the 
virus, including three in New 
South Wales overnight.

Fuller said an investigation 
was the “only way” to deter-
mine whether national biose-
curity laws and state laws had 
been broken.

To date, cruise ships have 
accounted for almost 10 per 
cent of Australia’s more than 
5,500 infections.

The issue has become polit-
ically fraught, with local pun-
dits dubbing the vessels 
“Death Ships” and one nerv-
ous state leader calling for the 
navy to intercept a cruise ship 
full of German tourists.

Public attitudes hardened 
over the handling of the Ruby 

Princess, which remains 
anchored off the coast of Syd-
ney with about 200 crew 
members exhibiting corona-
virus symptoms.

Fuller said police wanted 
to examine the ship’s records 
and that Carnival had offered 
to cooperate with the inves-
tigation.

Carnival Australia did not 
immediately respond to a 
request for comment. AFP
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Soth Koemsoeun

THE Kampong Speu provin-
cial Forestry administration 
and environmental watch-
dog aCNCipO attempted to 
seize 20 home-made trucks 
and nearly 20 cubic metres of 
timber from the phnom aural 
Wildlife Sanctuary on Satur-
day but were stopped by over 
100 people who gathered in 
groups to resist the raid.

aCNCipO director Chea 
Hean told The Post on Sun-
day that he had collaborated 
with 14 forest rangers to assist 
with cracking down on forest 
crimes. 

They were tasked with 
regularly patrolling and pro-
tecting the sub-headquarters 
of O’trao, Srae Kren, phnum 
Toch, Teuk pus, Khsal and 
others in the Central Carda-
mom and the Southern Car-
damom conservation areas.

Hean said a working group 
first spotted the 20 home-
made trucks which were car-
rying the nearly 20 cubic me-
tres of timber.

When the crowd of more 
than 100 arrived, the timber 
ended up falling off the trucks 
and the perpetrators man-
aged to escape.

Hean lamented that the 
transportation of the tim-
ber by home-made trucks, 
ox-drawn carts and vans has 
continued unabated.

He said the wildlife sanc-
tuary is contained in an area 
where illegal transportation 
of timber happens frequently, 
and that’s why he requested 
rangers to inspect the area.

“When we patrolled the for-
est, we spotted 20 home-made 
trucks transporting timber 
and we held them. Moments 
later, people armed with 
knives, axes and home-made 
rifles came to liberate them 
and shouted threats at us.

“We backed down a little for 
fear of our safety. Suddenly, they 
let the timber fall and drove the 
home-made trucks away.”

phnom aural Wildlife Sanc-
tuary office deputy head Hul 
Mara said on Sunday that he 
and a working group of 13 
other people had joined the 
patrols with Chea Hean.

He confirmed the incident 
and said that because his 
group was small in number, 
they couldn’t confront the of-
fenders.

“We could not apply the law 
immediately in the forest be-
cause of our small numbers.

“The offenders were armed 
with knives, axes and batons. 
if we spoke strictly with them, 
we’d inevitably have clashed. 
Therefore, we backed down 
first and they didn’t dare mis-
treat us either.”

On March 31, Hean submit-
ted a letter requesting col-
laboration with environment 
rangers stationed at each head-
quarters to close the passages 
transporting timber from the 
phnom aural Wildlife Sanctu-
ary and the Central Cardamom 
and the Southern Cardamom 
conservation areas.

Hopefully, he said the rang-
ers would be encouraged to 
apply the law on natural re-
source protection.

The letter said the timber 
logging activity in the con-
servation areas was at the 
boundaries of Thma Bang 
and Sre ambel districts in 
Koh Kong province, phnom 
Kravanh and Veal Veng dis-
tricts in pursat province, and 
via the phnom aural area in 
Kampong Speu province.

The timber was transported 
past each sub-headquarters. 
But some police forces didn’t 
carry out any crackdowns. 
So, he requested that the pas-
sages in and out in the areas 
be closed.

Ry Sochan

GENEral Sao Sokha, the 
deputy commander of the 
royal Cambodian armed 
Forces and commander of the 
National Military police, has 
introduced strategies to allow 
Military police officers to raise 
animals and plant vegetables 
at units and homes to further 
their living standards amid 
the Covid-19 pandemic. 

He made the remarks on Fri-
day at a meeting to review the 
work of the Military police dur-
ing the first semester and set 
goals and action plans for the 
second semester of this year.

in a Facebook post, the Na-
tional Military police said: 
“Each military personnel has 
to raise animals such as chick-
ens, ducks and vegetables. in 
this sense, they further their 
living standards when fight-
ing against Covid-19.”

Military police spokesman 
Eng Hy told The Post on Sunday 
that the campaign’s introduc-
tion was to increase food pro-
duction in the units. Military 
police officials can plant crops 
and raise animals at any homes 
or units that have enough land.

“The strategy could serve 
the demands of their families 
and units. Those who have 

land can plant vegetables. Ev-
ery time, we introduce special 
plans, they are always imple-
mented successfully,” he said.

Kampong Chhnang pro-
vincial Military police deputy 
commander Hang Socheat 
told The Post on Thursday 
that since the establishment 
of Military police stations in 
districts in the province, its 
officers had raised chickens 
and planted vegetables to feed 
their respective units. 

“The provincial Military po-
lice commander has always 
allowed land to be expanded 
for us to grow crops. This 
month is the dry season. Wa-

ter is scarce in each unit. Some 
officials even buy water from 
others to use. So, we have no 
water to irrigate crops.

“Once we grow a small 
amount of dill, mint, garlic and 
lemongrass near the unit, we 
can get by on them. But when 
the water returns, a unit can 
grow spinach, cabbages and 
papayas regularly in seven dis-
tricts in the town without fail. 
The food is sufficient.”

He said Sokha had always al-
lowed the units to pursue their 
occupations and grow crops 
simultaneously. “So, we can 
further the work in the units 
by raising pigs or cows.”

K Speu authorities, 
NGO confronted 
in timber truck raid

Farming strategies for officers amid outbreak 

Gov’t adhoc group to aid poor 
Long Kimmarita

T
HE Ministry of Econ-
omy and Finance 
has created an ad-
hoc working group 

to manage social support 
mechanisms to help impov-
erished people and margina-
lised groups during the fight 
against Covid-19. 

The group will be dissolved 
when the virus situation ends. 

according to the document 
signed by the minister on Fri-
day, the group has compo-
nents from 14 ministries lead 
by Nguon Sokha, the ministry’s 
secretary of state.

The document states that 
the group will identify poor 
and marginalised people and 
those who are in high need 
of support during the Covid-
19 battle. The group has to 
plan the measures and action 
plans to intervene and sup-
port the target groups, solve 
the impacts on them, and 
support their livelihood.

The ministry also said of-
ficials in the relevant minis-
tries and institutions need to 
cooperate with the group for 
necessary work. 

“The ad-hoc group has the 
right to invite relevant pri-

vate sector members to any 
necessary meeting, and use 
the ministry’s stamp to com-
plete their jobs. The working 
group’s tasks are valid until 
the Covid-19 campaign is 
over,” the ministry said.

But the document did not 
mention the budget to be used 
to support those in need, or 
whether the budget was from 
donations or the government.

Ministry spokesperson 
Meas Sok Sensan could not 

be reached for comment.
The Ministry of planning’s 

director of identification of 
poor Households, Keo Ouly, 
who is also a member of the 
working group said on Sunday 
that as it was just created, he 
did not have further informa-
tion. However, he said that the 
group will hold its first meet-
ing on april 9.

He said the goal of the group 
was to help those who are poor, 
the vulnerable, and jobless 

during the Covid-19 period.
“We will look in general 

at the poor groups, the first 
groups that we will help. They 
have a low income. i cannot 
say more than this because 
the group is just created and 
no meeting has been held. We 
will have information after 
the april 9 meeting,” he said.

affiliated Network for Social 
accountability executive di-
rector San Chey told The Post 
on Sunday that a committee 
to fight the Covid-19 virus was 
already established, and this 
group should not be created.

He said the exiting group 
should work with local au-
thorities and they could get 
information on the vulner-
able groups and those that 
should be supported.

“if we have another ad-hoc 
group, it will make the groups 
keep increasing. We should 
strengthen and divide respon-
sibility with the existing group.

“That includes dividing re-
sponsibility and adding more 
tasks to make them better com-
municate with local authorities. 
Now, there are sub-national 
mechanisms at the commune, 
district, and town levels. They 
have all the information re-
quired,” Chey said.

the group will identify poor and marginalised people and those who are 
in high need of support during the Covid-19 battle. HENG CHIVOAN
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Voun Dara

THE Ministry of Foreign affairs 
and international Coopera-
tion said tourists holding Visa 
T and arriving in the Kingdom 
after January 1 will be allowed 
to prolong their stay until they 
are able to return home.

The decision comes as 
Cambodia and most coun-
tries take measures to contain 
the Covid-19 pandemic.

“To all diplomatic and consul-
ar missions in Cambodia, please 
be informed that the spread of 
Covid-19 pandemic has pre-
vented tourists who have visited 
Cambodia after January 1 from 
going back to their home coun-
tries as there are no flights.

“The government has de-
cided to automatically provide 
visa extension to tourists hold-
ing Visa T starting april 3 and 
exempt them from fines for 
overstaying until they can re-
turn to their home countries.”

General Department of immi-
gration deputy director-general 

Keo Vanthan told The Post on 
Sunday that the exemption does 
not apply to foreigners who en-
tered the Kingdom illegally.

“Those who come after Jan-
uary 1 can stay until they can 
leave Cambodia. But for for-
eigners who illegally entered 
Cambodia, we will follow our 
immigration rules as normal. 
if they overstay their visa and 
have no passport, we will de-
port them,” he said.

Cambodia association of 
Travel agents president Chhay 
Sivlin welcomed the move.

“as tour organisers, we ap-
plaud the visa extension. Some 
foreign tourists haven’t been 
able to leave yet so they have to 
remain in our country for now.

“While stranded here, they 
had been extremely worried 
about their travel and accom-
modation until the govern-
ment announced the exten-
sion without any fines. 

“They didn’t know what to 
do at first, but now they are 
very happy,” she said.

Tourists can now 
prolong their stay

‘More measures in virus fight’
Khorn Savi
 

p
riME Minister Hun Sen on Sun-
day ordered more measures to be 
implemented to ensure citizens 
and medical staff have enough 

food and daily necessities amid the Covid-
19 pandemic.

He said the government would buy 10 
million simple face masks, 500,000 medi-
cal face masks and 5,000 sets of clothing 
for health workers, and at least one million 
litres of handwashing alcohol as a reserve 
for the government.

Hun Sen said he wanted 10 million 
masks, either produced domestically or 
bought overseas, to be stockpiled.

“if a factory in preah Sihanouk [prov-
ince] could produce many more masks, 
we will buy them all,” he said.

Hun Sen also instructed the Council 
for the Development of Cambodia (CDC) 
secretary-general Sok Chenda Sophea and 
Minister of Health Mam Bun Heng to work 
with factories to buy the masks, medical 
clothing and alcohol to be stockpiled. 

More than $11 million in donations, 
including salaries donated by officials to 
the National Committee for Combating 
Covid-19, will help the government buy 
the protective gear, he said.

The government has already ordered 
5.2 million simple masks, 200,000 medical 
masks and 5,000 sets of medical clothing 
for health workers, he said.

The prime minister also called for more 
financial assistance for frontline health 
workers.

“[i] suggest Bun Heng and Minister of 
Economy and Finance aun pornmoniroth 
find ways to increase the budget for front-
line health workers because, over the past 
few months, they haven’t been able to stay 
close to their families.

“They have made a great sacrifice, so 

they should not be left worrying about 
their families. i suggest a budget increase 
for them,” he said.

Besides protective gear, Hun Sen or-
dered the purchase of petrol, which is to 
be stockpiled for use when troops are sent 
to retrieve migrants who may still return 
from Thailand.

The government’s stockpile of food such 
as rice, noodles and clear water are to be 
reviewed as well to ensure there would be 
a safety net in case of a shortage.

The Ministry of Health announced on 
Sunday that it had not detected new cases 
of Covid-19 two days in a row, while 50 
of the 114 Covid-19 positive patients had 
clinically recovered.

Ministry of Health spokesperson Or 
Vandine told The Post that despite the fact 
that new cases were not found, Cambodia 
will remain vigilant to contain human-to-
human transmission.

“please continue following instruc-
tions constantly.  We didn’t find new 
cases for two days in a row, but we can’t 
think that there are no infections and re-
lent in our fight against the disease.

“instead, it is an opportunity for the 
Covid-19 virus to attack us eventually. 
We are yet to conclude that the Covid-19 
pandemic has ended in Cambodia.”

The ministry on Sunday renewed its 
call on barbershops, and other relevant 
service industry owners to exercise in-
creased caution, including wearing pro-
tective equipment, cleaning properly, 
and maintaining a safe distance from 
each other.

The ministry also instructed drivers 
who transport more than 10 people at 
once to implement measures, including 
ensuring proper ventilation, requiring 
passengers to wear masks and having 
sanitiser on hand.

Prime Minister Hun Sen said the government would buy 10 million simple face masks, 500,000 
medical face masks and 5,000 sets of clothing for health workers, and at least one million litres 
of handwashing alcohol as a reserve for the government. CDC

Tourists holding Visa T will receive automatic extension. GERMAN EMBASSY
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Kim Sarom

KaMpONG Speu provincial police 
are on the lookout for suspects in 
the fatal stabbing of a taxi driver. He 
was then thrown from a car on Fri-
day night at Kampong Speu Market 
along National road 4.

Kampong Speu provincial deputy 
police chief Sam Sak told The Post on 
Sunday that the victim, Moeun Chek, 
50, was transporting passengers from 
Sihanoukville to phnom penh. 

“We are not clear on how many per-
petrators are involved and what their 
nationalities’ are, but we are looking 
for the people involved,” Sak said.

He said at around 8pm on Friday, 
members of the public found the 
victim lying dead with his body, shirt 
and pants covered in blood. 

a crowd gathered around the vic-
tim, but no one knew his identity. 
They then contacted the authorities 
who inspected the body.

after an initial examination, police 
concluded that Chek suffered nine 
stab wounds – two on the left side of 
his neck, two on the right side of his 
neck, one on his right ear, one in the 
abdomen, one in the left finger and 
two in his right finger. 

Sak said police did not have a mo-
tive for the killing.

after killing Chek, the assailants 
took his car, drove along route 
51 and crashed into a stone ter-
race with an automated teller ma-
chine in Kampong Chhnang prov-
ince’s Sethei commune in Samaki 
Meanchey district.

The car’s front bumper was 
crushed and the front-left tire  
punctured. Since the vehicle 
couldn’t be driven further, the sus-
pect might have escaped on foot 
from there, Sak said. 

“according to the victim’s wife, her 
husband was a former military offi-
cer but had not been in the military 
for three years, and changed his job 

to be a taxi driver,” Sak said.
Sak said his forces were cooper-

ating with the preah Sihanouk pro-
vincial police to check CCTV cam-
era footage in order to find out who 
rented the car.

The next step is to cooperate with 
the Kampong Chhnang provincial 
police, where Chek’s car was aban-
doned, he said.

Kampong Speu’s Chbar Mon dis-
trict deputy police chief, Oeung 
Sopheap, told The Post on Sunday 
that Chek’s hometown was in Kam-
pong Thom province, but he lived in 
phnom penh’s Chbar ampov district 
before his death.

Khouth Sophak Chakrya

raTaNaKKiri province’s Taveng 
district police chief Sambath Kosal 
has been suspended from duty af-
ter his subordinate officers accused 
him of firing his pistol at them.

Kosal was fined and temporarily 
suspended after he allegedly threat-
ened to use his weapon on fellow 
officers, according to a provincial 
deputy police chief.

ratanakkiri provincial police chief 
Chao Neang told The Post on Sunday 
that after checking the complaint of 
the Taveng police officers on Sat-
urday, the ratanakkiri police office 
disciplinary committee suspended 
Kosal and ordered him to present 
himself at the ratanakkiri police of-
fice during working hours to await 
new orders.

Neang said Kosal was sued on 
March 27 by 19 officers who were his 
subordinates. in the complaint, Tav-
eng police officers requested that 
Kosal be removed from his position.

“The disciplinary committee 
is investigating this case and has 
postponed Kosal’s job temporarily”, 
Neang added. 

in the complaint, the Taveng dis-
trict police officers asked for inter-
vention from the ratanakkiri provin-
cial police chief to find them justice.

They said that besides shooting 10 
bullets to threaten lower-level officers, 
Kosal boastfully said nobody would 
dare to do anything to him because 
he has powerful people backing him. 
He got the position as Taveng district 
police chief because he spent $50,000 
to $60,000, according to the file.

But Kosal denied the accusation 
saying: “This is not true. This is only 
a misunderstanding among us.”

However, Hos rim the Taveng district 
acting police chief told The Post that if 
it is a misunderstanding, there would 
be no complaint from lower-ranking 
officers against him in the first place. 

“if it is true that he verbally abused 
them and shot 10 bullets to threaten 
his lower-ranking officers on March 
27, this act would be punished under 
article 207 of the Criminal Code,” he 
said, adding that if the disciplinary 
committee finds him guilty of the 
matter, he will be sent to court. 

according to article 207 of the 
Criminal Code, Kosal could be im-
prisoned and fined between two 
million and five million riel (be-
tween $500 and $1,250).

Taxi driver killed, thrown out of vehicle in K Speu

r’kiri police 
chief ‘shot’ at 
subordinates

US returns 
two seized 
statues to 
Kingdom

World Bank approves $20M to fight virus in Kingdom

Ry Sochan

T
HE US Embassy in 
Cambodia on Sat-
urday facilitated the 
return of two Cam-

bodian statues after its Home-
land Security investigation 
(HSi) seized them in 2005 and 
2017.

Ministry of Culture and Fine 
arts spokesman long ponna-
sirivath told The Post on Sun-
day that the return of the stat-
ues came after Cambodia and 
the US collaborated to prevent 
the trafficking of artefacts such 
as illicit artistic objects.

He said: “We have good 
collaborations and the US 
helped Cambodia prevent 
the trafficking of artefacts by 
requiring the return of Cam-
bodian artistic objects.”

in a Facebook post on Fri-
day, the ministry said the 
Cambodian and US govern-
ment efforts made possible 
the return of the long-lost 
statues to the Kingdom.

The post said: “Despite the 
global emergency to fight 
against the Covid-19 pan-

demic, the Cambodian ar-
tefacts were returned to our 
homeland. This is a great 
benefit and glory for the 
nation and the Cambodian 
people as a whole.”

a handover ceremony was 
held at the National Muse-
um in the presence of Minis-
ter of Culture and Fine arts, 
phoeurng Sackona and US 
ambassador to Cambodia 
patrick Murphy.

The post further said that 
participating officials at the 
ceremony had prayed for 
peace and prosperity, espe-
cially for Cambodia and for 
all Cambodian people in 
order that they keep clear of 
the pandemic.

US Embassy Spokeswom-
an Emily Zeeberg could not 
be reached for comment. 

a US Embassy press release, 
however, quoted Murphy at 
the ceremony as saying the 
repatriation of the statues was 
part of the implementation 
of the memorandum of un-
derstanding (MoU) signed in 
2018 between the US and the 
Cambodian government.

The MoU concerned “im-
port restrictions on Catego-
ries of archaeological Mate-
rial of Cambodia, and was 
intended to reduce the incen-
tive for the pillage of irreplace-
able archaeological materials 
representing Cambodia’s rich 
cultural heritage”. 

Murphy said: “as we cel-
ebrate the 70th anniversary of 
the establishment of US-Cam-
bodia diplomatic relations, 
today’s return of these two 
statues serves as a reminder of 
what our two countries have 
achieved together.”

The press release further 
said that the first statue was 

an 11th-century sandstone 
Khmer torso in the Khleang 
style wearing a Khmer sam-
pot, a traditional Cambo-
dian garment worn around 
the lower body.

The statue was an ad-
ministrative seizure in 2017 
when HSi San Francisco re-
ceived information regard-
ing its sale at an auction 
house in California.

The auction house owner 
said the piece was imported 
in 1992 with a certificate of 
authenticity issued in Bang-
kok, Thailand, which iden-
tified the item as “Body of 
Khmer in angkor Wat”.  The 

antiquity expert determined 
the statue had a fair market 
value of $75,000.

The press release also said 
the second statue, from the 
early 10th century, was a large 
grey sandstone Khmer torso 
of an unidentified deity.

The item was a criminal sei-
zure in September 2005 when 
the US Department of Home-
land Security, US Customs 
and Border protection and 
HSi los angeles confiscated 
it from a partial shipment of 
goods that arrived in the US 
from Thailand. Experts esti-
mated the value of this statue 
at about $120,000.

Ry Sochan

THE World Bank has approved 
$20 million for Cambodia’s 
Covid-19 response and its stra-
tegic plan to combat the virus.

“The project will help Cam-
bodia meet the targets set out 
in its Covid-19 master plan, 
which includes strengthen-
ing disease prevention ac-
tivities, rapid detection, and 
preparedness and response,” 
said the bank’s press release 
issued april 3.

in the release, World Bank 
Country Manager for Cambo-
dia inguna Dobraja said the 
fast-tracked financing will 
help Cambodia confront the 
unprecedented global health 
emergency.

it would help Cambodia to 

source much-needed medi-
cal supplies and facilities to 
diagnose and treat Covid-19, 
reduce the spread of infec-
tion, strengthen pandemic 
response capabilities, and 
shorten the recovery time for 
people and the economy.

Government Spokesperson 
phay Siphan could not be 
reached for comment, while 
Ministry of Health spokes-
person Or Vandine said she 
has not received information 
on the matter.

  The World Bank said the 
project would finance the 
construction of quarantine 
centres and treatment facili-
ties, and help increase the 
diagnostic capacity of labo-
ratories in all 25 of the coun-
try’s provincial and munici-

pal referral hospitals.
it will also finance the pur-

chase of medical supplies 
required to treat patients 
and prevent the spread of 
infection.

The bank said the project 
will also help in the deploy-
ment of rapid response teams 
across the Kingdom by hiring 
and training additional staff 
and strengthening the capac-
ity of the ministry’s emergen-
cy operation centres.

The emergency response 
project complements the lon-
ger-term development work 
the World Bank is supporting 
in the health sector, including 
the Health Equity and Qual-
ity improvement project (H-
EQip), which is improving ac-
cess to quality health services 

for the poorest of Cambodi-
ans, it said.

it added that $14 million of 
the H-EQip project funds were 
allocated through a Contin-
gency Emergency response 
Component (CErC) to pur-
chase ambulances and medi-
cal equipment and to quickly 
develop national laboratory 
capacity to rapidly respond to 
the Covid-19 pandemic.

The CErC allows funds to 
be redirected from parts of 
the H-EQip project to cover 
emergency response needs.

The immediate response 
includes financing, policy 
advice, and technical assis-
tance to help countries cope 
with the health and economic 
impacts of the pandemic, the 
press release said.

The first statue was an 11th-century sandstone Khmer torso in the Khleang style wearing a Khmer 
sampot, a traditional Cambodian garment worn around the lower body. US EMBASSY IN PHNOM PENH

The World Bank has approved $20 million for Cambodia’s Covid-19 
response and its strategic plan to combat the virus. HONG MENEA
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Continued from page 1

under Cambodian law.
it was also unclear on Sun-

day as to what extent the state 
of emergency law will be 
implemented, with no new 
Covid-19 cases reported as of 
Sunday, while patient recover-
ies have risen to 50.

Government spokesman phay 
Siphan could not be reached for 
comment on Sunday.

in a voice message sent out 
to officials via Telegram on Sat-
urday night, Hun Sen said 
nearly 60,000 migrants had 
flocked home after Thailand 
shut its border to contain the 
coronavirus outbreak.

predicting that more will 
return, he has instructed the 
health authorities and officers 
along the border to prepare 
mosquito nets, blankets and 
mats for the migrants who will 

be placed under quarantine.
Hun Sen noted that the Min-

istry of Health had found no 
case of infections among 
migrants who had already scat-
tered across the Kingdom.

“Nearly 60,000 [migrants] 
who have returned have not 
caused any harm to the public 
health in their communities.

“This is thanks to the good 
management of our people, 
and i would like to congratu-
late our local and national 
authorities who have done so 
well in disseminating informa-
tion and in helping us manage 
the situation,” he said.

Hun Sen also took issue 
with foreign media outlets 
and those critical of the King-
dom’s health system. He said 
the crit icism was made 
despite infection cases in 
those countries reaching 
alarming levels.

No infection among 
migrants, pM saysVillagers: Canals are for public

Soth Koemsoeun

r
EprESENTaTiVES of 
some 3,000 families 
from russey Srok 
commune in prey 

Veng province’s peam Chor 
district have accused local au-
thorities of abusing their power 
by selling water pumped from 
three state canals to villagers.

a representative, Dam 
Mean, said villagers have 
relied on the canals, which 
range from 4-6km in length, 
to irrigate their cash crops. 
But he alleged they are now 
required to pay 450,000 riel 
($110) per hectare for water 
pumped from the canals.

He said the canals were built 
in 2014 by pen Nuon, an ad-
viser to Minister of interior Sar 
Kheng, for collective use. But 
the local authorities instead 
charged villagers 200,000 riel for 
water pumping before increas-
ing it to 300,000 riel in 2017 and 
450,000 riel starting last year.

“i just wonder why the com-
mune chief and his officials 
are using public canals for 
their own benefit by charging 
villagers who pump water to 
irrigate their rice fields and 
cash crops.

“if villagers can’t afford the 
450,000 riel, they are required 
to give 180kg of wheat to the au-
thorities. and if they don’t have 
anything in exchange at all, they 
would not be allowed to pump 
the water,” he claimed.

russey Srok commune 
chief Noun Meng denied the 

accusation, though he ac-
knowledged that the authori-
ties had managed the canals 
and maintained the water 
pumping fee of 200,000 riel 
per hectare since 2014.

The commune chief alleged 
that Nuon, who built the canal, 
now wanted to privatise them.

“Nuon is behind it. He incit-
ed villagers to protest against 
the local authorities because 
he wants the three canals for 
himself.

“He wanted me to sign the 
paperwork transferring own-
ership to him so that he can 
open a firm in the commune 
to take all the proceeds from 
water pumping.

“actually, most people in 
the commune are willing to 
pay the 200,000 riel fees. Only 
a handful of them are protest-
ing,” he claimed.

peam Chor district governor 
Seng Thea said both the com-
mune authority and villag-
ers’ representatives have filed 
complaints to court and the 
provincial administration. He 
said he had tried to mediate 
in the dispute on many occa-
sions but to no avail.

“Both sides wouldn’t listen 
to me and only want to win the 
case. They have now lodged 
complaints to court and the 
provincial administration.

“Once it reaches the court, 

the only thing i can do is 
implement its ruling. Mean-
while, i can only prevent both 
sides from acting violently,” 
he said.

prey Veng governor Chea 
Somethy could not be reached 
for comment.

Nuon rejected the com-
mune chief’s allegation.

“i just want the authorities 
to stop charging villagers for 
pumping water from the ca-
nals as they cannot afford it.

“Their rice and crop yields 
are not good and cannot be 
sold at a high price. if they are 
still required to pay the fees, 
they will surely face hard-
ships,” he said. 

Villager representative Dam Mean alleged they are now required to pay 450,000 riel ($110) per hectare for 
water pumped from the canals. facebook

Mass gatherings banned 
during Khmer New Year
Long Kimmarita

NaTiONal police chief Neth 
Savoeun has instructed his 
forces to maintain order dur-
ing the Khmer New Year and 
only allow family gatherings.

The measures are aimed at 
ensuring security and prevent-
ing the spread of Covid-19.

The april 3 directive instructs 
the police department, spe-
cialised departments under 
the General Commissariat of 
National police, and all provin-
cial police to develop security, 
order and social safety  
plans locations under their 
command.

The directive said all police 
institutions must control the 
situation and prevent all acts of 
terrorism, crime, attempts at 
social unrest and other offences 
by preventing robberies, drug 
trafficking, gangs, gambling and 
throwing water in plastic bags 
that cause danger to people.

“all forces must be ready to 
contribute to the implementa-
tion of the government’s 
guidelines, relevant profes-
sional bodies and the commit-
tee combating Covid-19 at all 
levels,” the directive said.

Savoeun said in the statement 
that police forces across the 
country must prevent all mass 
gatherings, traditional enter-
tainment, and public dance 
parties in the community.

He stressed that any reli-
gious gathering must be 
banned except for small fam-

ily gatherings at home.
“We continue to cooperate 

with local authorities to know 
the presence and situation of 
migrant workers returning from 
overseas in order to further edu-
cate and monitor the imple-
mentation of the Ministry of 
Health’s measures in preventing 
the spread of Covid-19.

“There are rescue measures 
if there is any suspicious case 
or infected person with signs 
of Covid-19,” he said.

Savoeun also suggested 
cooperation with authorities 
and relevant institutions at all 
levels in order to address 
requests from the National 
Committee for Combating 
Covid-19 in a timely manner.

Special attention should also 

be paid to health centres, 
referral hospitals, hospitals, 
and quarantine centres as set 
by the committee.

ponhea leu district police 
chief Duong Teng in Kandal 
province told The Post on Sun-
day that his district had pre-
pared forces on standby to lend 
a hand to any event during the 
Khmer New Year celebrations.

“i prepared 30 intervening 
forces and five people to stand 
by 24 hours a day at police posts 
to ease traffic, secure order and 
prevent unexpected fires.

“as for the issue of gathering, 
i think people have a lot of 
understanding. They will not 
have many gatherings other 
than with their family mem-
bers,” he said.

National Police chief Neth Savoeun said in a statement that police 
forces across the country must prevent all mass gatherings, traditional 
entertainment, and public dance parties in the community. HoNG MeNea

Hun Sen said the Ministry of Health had found no case of infections 
among migrants who had scattered across the Kingdom. HeaN RaNGsey 



6 THE PHNOM PENH POST  april  6, 2020  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

Business
USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,065 1.4200 7.0956 108.44 4.3570 1.4358  32.99 0.5991 1.0800 1.2279

May Kunmakara

pUBliC subscription period 
for rMa (Cambodia) Co ltd’s 
and prasac Microfinance insti-
tution ltd’s corporate bond is-
sues start from Monday as the 
firms plan to list on the Cam-
bodia Securities Exchange 
(CSX) later this month.

rMa’s subscription will be 
held to Wednesday and prasac’s 
to april 22, following approval 
from the Securities Exchange 
Commission of Cambodia 
(SECC) on March 31, the un-
derwriter SBi royal Securities 
plc said in an announcement.

rMa will issue 800,000 
shares with a coupon rate of 
5.5 per cent per annum with 
five-year maturity annual pay-
ment. The minimum amount 
of investment is $5 million 
with $1 million increments.

prasac will issue 1,272,000 
shares with a coupon rate of 
7.5 per cent per annum with 
three-year maturity semi-an-
nual payment. The minimum 
amount of investment is 800 
million riel ($197,000) with 
400 million riel increments.

Both have a $25 offering 
price per share and are offered 
only to qualified investors.

SBi royal Securities man-
aging director Seng Chan 
Thoeun told The Post on 
Sunday that both bonds are 
fully guaranteed by the Credit 
Guarantee and investment 
Facility (CGiF), an asian De-
velopment Bank trust fund.

The CGiF guarantee offers 
several benefits that will be 
shared by all stakeholders. 

Chan Thoeun said: “They 
are the first bonds guaranteed 
by the CGiF. The two bonds 
are also registered under the 
aMBiF (aSEaN+3 Multi-Cur-
rency Bond issuance Frame-
work) programme.  This will 

increase the profiles of Cam-
bodia’s capital market and of 
its dynamic local companies.

“The two bonds will further fa-
miliarise foreign investors with 
Cambodia’s capital market due 
to CGiF’s strong capital position 
and high credit rating. The CGiF 
is rated aa by S&p Global with a 
‘stable’ outlook,” he said.

CSX vice-chairman Ha Jong-
weon said it gave approval in 
principle on listing eligibility to 
rMa and prasac on March 30 
and February 24, respectively.

“after that, they will report 
their subscription results to 
the SECC and then will file 
an official listing application 
to the CSX.

“after their bonds list on the 
CSX, investors will have fur-
ther diversification of low risk 
investments, as the bonds are 
100 per cent guaranteed by 
the CGiF. We hope the bonds 
will bring more investors and 
higher liquidity for the mar-
ket,” he said. 

Chan Thoeun noted that the 
CGiF’s high credit rating ap-
plies to its guaranteed bonds 
and allows the issuers to of-
fer a lower coupon rate than 
would be possible without it.

“This means that issuers can 
finance their operations with 
lower costs, allowing for in-
creased profitability,” he said.

last year, market capitalisa-
tion at the CSX increased by 157 
per cent to $800.39 million.

By the end of the year, the 
CSX had attracted 22,446 in-
vestors, raising nearly $151 
million for all companies on 
the Main Board and the three 
companies that have issued 
corporate bonds, said an SECC 
report issued in February.

On average, 1.7 million 
shares – worth about $4.2 mil-
lion – are traded each month, 
SECC data shows.

Bonds of rMa, prasac 
open for subscriptionSME Bank officially launched

Thou Vireak

S
Mall and Medium En-
terprise Bank of Cam-
bodia (SME Bank), the 
Kingdom’s newest bank 

with initial capital of $100 mil-
lion to provide financing for 
small and medium-sized en-
terprises (SMEs), was officially 
launched on Saturday.

The Ministry of Economy 
and Finance rolled out its 
“SMEs co-financing” proj-
ect – a joint venture between 
SME Bank and 23 commercial 
banks, two specialised banks, 
seven microfinance institu-
tions (MFis) – of which five 
are microfinance deposit-
taking institutions, it said in a 
press release.

SMEs can borrow $200,000 
for working capital and 
$300,000 for investment capi-
tal, at a seven per cent annual 
interest rate and a four year 
period of payment.

“The collateral depends 
on the criteria of the finan-
cial institution. all SMEs 
can apply for a loan but they 
must be registered with the 
ministry.

“Small enterprises must 
earn at least 250 million riel 
[$61,500] per year or employ 
between 10 and 50 people. in-
come for medium-sized en-
terprises must be at least 700 
million riel or it must employ 
between 51 and 100 people,” 
said the ministry.

an SME Bank senior offi-
cial, who spoke on condition 
of anonymity as he was not 
authorised to speak to the 
media, said SMEs can apply 
for a loan immediately. 

“SME Bank is providing loans 
with low interest rates and will 
help SMEs access finances for 
business expansion,” he said. 

While SMEs have limited 
access to finance, ly ly Food 

industry Co ltd director Keo 
Mom told The Post on Sunday 
that the fund will prove very 
useful for local SMEs, most of 
which want to borrow money 
for both working capital and 
investment capital. 

“We need to borrow money 
for business expansions such 
as raw material imports and 
processing machines,” she 
said, calling on the govern-
ment to facilitate collateral 
mobility.

Federation of association 
for Small and Medium Enter-
prises of Cambodia (Fasmec) 
president Te Taingpor said 
his 300 members across the 
country will benefit from this 
new fund. “Fasmec is prepar-

ing to borrow money from 
SME Bank next week.” 

an international Finance 
Corporation report released 
in august said Cambodia’s 
women entrepreneurs con-
tinue to struggle with limited 
access to financing for busi-
ness expansion. Only three 
per cent have access to credit 
from MFis and banks.

it estimated that the un-
met demand for credit from 
women entrepreneurs is cur-
rently $4.2 billion – a figure 
that is equivalent to almost 
63 per cent of Cambodia’s 
national budget of $6.7 bil-
lion for last year.

a survey by the Ministry 
of industry, Science, Tech-

nology and innovation of 71 
enterprises in the Kingdom 
found they needed assistance 
in market research, service 
development, packaging, 
technology adoption, human 
resources, access to labour, 
access to finance, business 
registration, taxation and im-
proving hygiene standards.

last month, the state-owned 
agricultural and rural Devel-
opment Bank (arDB) launched 
a $50 million fund to increase 
access to credit for SMEs in the 
local agriculture sector.

“The fund aims to help 
companies boost productivi-
ty and improve their compet-
itiveness,” its CEO Kao Thach 
said during the launch.

Ly Ly Food Industry Co Ltd director Keo Mom on Sunday said the fund will prove very useful for local SMEs, 
most of which want to borrow money for both working capital and investment capital. HIN PISEI

aDB downgrades economic growth estimate to 2.3%
May Kunmakara

aSiaN Development Bank (aDB) 
country director for Cambodia Sun-
niya Durrani-Jamal said the govern-
ment can draw from the bank’s $6.5 
billion initial package to address the 
immediate needs of its developing 
member countries (DMCs) as they 
respond to the Covid-19 pandemic.

The package was announced on 
March 18 and aims for the DMCs “to 
stimulate their economies and pro-
vide social protection”, Durrani-Jamal 
said in the asia Development Outlook 
2020 (aDO 2020) released on Friday.

She said the government’s focus 
should be on Covid-19 containment, 
without which the recovery of the 
tourism and services sectors will be 
difficult.

Early last month, a fiscal stimulus 
plan of $800 million to $2 billion, equiv-
alent to seven per cent of the gross 

domestic product, was announced to 
ease the overarching effects of the coro-
navirus in six months to a year.

The allocation of funds was based 
on two scenarios – $800 million for six 
months and the full $2 billion if the 
pandemic lasts longer than a year.

On March 31, the government 
issued a second stimulus package – a 
three-month minimum tax exemp-
tion for the aviation sector and an 
exemption on all types of monthly 
taxes for tourism operators.

The minimum 10 per cent tax 
exemption applies from March to May 
for airlines operating in Cambodia.

Meanwhile, the government also 
expanded the scope of its 20 per cent 
sponsored contribution mechanism 
to workers and employees affected 
by the suspension of operations in 
the tourism sector.

On February 24, prime Minister 
Hun Sen had announced that all 

workers employed by suspended fac-
tories should receive at least 60 per 
cent of the minimum wage.

Employers would be required to pay 
40 per cent while the government 
would provide the other 20 per cent.

The aDO 2020 noted that the aDB 
downgraded its economic projection 
for the Kingdom to 2.3 per cent this 
year despite a strong growth of 
around seven per cent annually over 
the past two decades.

Meanwhile, the latest World Bank 
report sharply revised Cambodia’s 
forecast economic growth for 2020 to 
1.0 per cent (lower case) and 2.5 per 
cent (baseline), from around seven 
per cent previously, depending on 
two scenarios, it said, in a report 
released on March 31.

The baseline scenario showed severe 
growth slowdown followed by a 
rebound to 5.9 per cent next year while 
the latter indicated deeper contraction 

followed by a sluggish recovery.
The foreboding outlook, which 

includes the likelihood of increased 
poverty, revealed the magnitude of 
potential economic distress and the 
need for urgent action.

“Containment of the pandemic 
would allow recovery but the risk of 
durable financial stress is high even 
beyond 2020,” the World Bank said.

The aDO 2020 said: “The slowdown 
is mainly affected by the new coro-
navirus disease [Covid-19] pandem-
ic, the resulting economic slowdown 
in the major advanced economies 
and the people’s republic of China 
[prC] and the country’s reduced 
assess to export markets.”

Durrani-Jamal said: “Cambodia’s 
economy is expected to rebound to 
5.7 per cent in 2021, assuming that 
the pandemic ends and economic 
activity normalises. 

“Facing unprecedented challenges 

posed by Covid-19, the royal Govern-
ment of Cambodia has taken the 
right steps to respond to the crisis, 
including providing wage support for 
garment workers and tax and credit 
relief for businesses.

“The government has also created 
the fiscal space to minimise the eco-
nomic impact of this crisis, especial-
ly on the most vulnerable people,” 
she said.

The aDO 2020 said the service sec-
tor is expected to contract by 1.7 per 
cent this year as tourism drops and 
growth in real estate slows.

industry growth is forecast to slow 
to 6.5 per cent, with deceleration in 
garment production for exports and 
slower growth in construction.

inflation is expected to remain low, 
averaging 2.1 per cent this year and 
remaining subdued next year, as 
international fuel prices remain low, 
it said.



Public service 
fees reduced 
to up growth
Thou Vireak 

THE government has decid-
ed to revise three types of 
public service fees to boost 

business registration and draw 
more investment both locally and 
abroad, said the ministries of 
Economy and Finance; and Com-
merce in a joint statement.

Company registration now costs 
1,010,000 riel ($250), down from 
1,680,000 riel. Registration for a 
sole proprietorship or a partner-
ship now costs 180,000 riel, down 
from 300,000 riel, while changing 
a business’ name costs 25,000 
riel, down from 40,000 riel.

The decision took effect on 
April 1, said the statement.

Cambodia Chamber of Com-
merce vice-president Lim Heng 
told The Post on Sunday that the 
reduction in fees will help attract 
investment and boost business 
registrations.

“Lower prices will make it 
more convenient for business-
men to invest more. The lowered 
public service fees will also give 
investors confidence that the 
government is paying attention 
to the private sector amidst the 
Covid-19 outbreak.

“The more precise pricing will 
improve the government’s man-
agement of taxes,” said Heng.

There were 16,208 new business 
registrations at the Ministry of 
Commerce in the first 11 months 
of last year, up 23.54 per cent year-
on-year, its data shows.
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J 
TrusT royal Bank 
(“JTrB”) and aia (Cam-
bodia) life insurance 
plc (“aia Cambodia”)  

today announced the success-
ful integration of JTrB’s Core 
Banking system and aia Cam-
bodia’s Enterprise resource 
planning system (“Erp”) for 
payables Management. 

The project was com-
plex and extensive and this 
achievement is a testament to 
the commitment and strong 
collaboration between the 
teams at JTrB and aia Cam-
bodia.

“J Trust royal Bank has been 
very supportive of aia Cam-
bodia’s digitalisation,” said  
Eric Ho, aia Cambodia Chief 
Finance Officer and Chief ac-
tuary, in appreciation of JTr’s 
efforts in making the integra-
tion a reality. “We strongly be-
lieve that this successful inte-
gration will bring to each and 
every one of aia Cambodia’s 
vendors the benefit of using 
the most advanced payables 
management system in the 
market today.”

J Trust royal expresses their 
sincerest gratitude to aia 
Cambodia for having select-
ed JTrB as their key strategic 
partner in this integration, a 
clear affirmation of aia Cam-
bodia’s continued trust and 
confidence in J Trust royal.

JTrB is making a signifi-
cant investment in digitising 
the Cambodian market. This 

J Trust Royal and AIA cambodia conclude systems integration work 
enabling advanced payables management technology for AIA cambodia
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J Trust Royal headquarters in Phnom Penh.

J Trust Royal Bank is part of the J Trust Co., 
Ltd. of Japan, a financial conglomerate with 
operations across Asia including in Indonesia, 
Singapore, South Korea and Mongolia.

includes technology that enables  
automation of standardised pay-
ment file exchange between cus-
tomers’ Erp with our swift Fileact 
solution. 

aia Cambodia is among the first 
of our customers to benefit from 
this integration project. 

J Trust royal Bank is a joint ven-
ture between J Trust (Japanese 
diversified financial holding com-
pany listed on the Tokyo stock  
Exchange) and the royal Group. 

aia Cambodia is part of the aia 
Group limited which is the largest 
life insurer in the world by market 
capitalisation.

Gov’t 
bans fish 
exports
Hin Pisei

T
HE government has suspended 
fish exports in an effort to stabi-
lise domestic supply in the face 
of the spreading coronavirus.

in a Telegram message to leaders of 
the National Committee for Combat-
ing Covid-19, as well as government 
leaders and stakeholders on saturday, 
prime Minister Hun sen decided to 
impose measures banning fish exports 
to avoid food shortages for locals and 
stabilise fish prices.

“To avoid rising fish prices, fish should 
be kept at home and banned from ex-
port to international markets. We previ-
ously announced a ban on only paddy 
and white rice but now we should ban 
fish exports because we can keep them 
and sell them at our markets,” he said. 

The ban is the government’s next 
move in maintaining ample food 
stocks. The ban on paddy and white 
rice exports went into effect on sunday.

Minister of agriculture, Forestry 
and Fisheries Veng sakhon told The 
Post on sunday that the government’s 
measures to increase domestic stock-
piles are crucial to furthering Cambo-
dia’s food security.

This, he said, will prevent short-
ages and price increases as the 
Kingdom responds to the pandemic. 
“This is a wonderful measure be-
cause if Covid-19 spreads, we may 

suffer from food shortages.”
However, no specific date has been 

determined as the fish exports ban’s 
effective date, he said, adding that the 
ministry is set to meet with the Minis-
try of Economy and Finance on Mon-
day to address the issue.

Meanwhile, he said his ministry is 
currently fortifying and expanding 
fish farming for local needs.

Every year, Cambodia exports a 
small amount of freshwater fisheries to 
neighbouring countries, while import-
ing a substantial amount of seafood 
products to cater to restaurant de-
mands he said. The Kingdom imported 
130,000 tonnes of seafood last year.

The Ministry of Economy and Fi-
nance on Friday issued a decision on 
the “establishment of an ad hoc work-
ing group for supply management 
and strategic goods during Covid-19”.

The working group will comprise 
representatives of the ministries of 
Economy and Finance; agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries; Health; Com-
merce; industry, science, Technology 
and innovation, as well as the Council 
for the Development of Cambodia, the 
Green Trade Company, and the agri-
cultural and rural Development Bank.

The working group will be given key 
tasks such as identifying the strategic 
commodities that best serve daily life; 

monitoring the status of their demand, 
supply and prices and ensure their via-
bility and sustainability; and responding 
to a disruption to their supply chain.

last year, the Kingdom exported 9,190 
tonnes of fresh fish products, down 3.4 
per cent from 2018’s 8,880 tonnes, and 
4,910 tonnes of processed fish prod-
ucts, down 1.8 per cent from 2018’s 
4,820 tonnes, said a Ministry of agricul-
ture, Forestry and Fisheries report.

The Kingdom harvested 478,850 
tonnes of freshwater fisheries last 
year and 122,250 tonnes of marine, 
it said. aquaculture, fish and shrimp 
farming accounted for 307,408 tonnes 
of freshwater fisheries.

Last year, the Kingdom exported 9,190 tonnes of fresh fish products and 4,910 tonnes of processed fish products. pOST STAFF
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US small, medium-sized businesses 
seek $5.4 billion in virus relief loans
S

Mall and medium-sized 
US businesses have applied 
for more than $5.4 billion in 
government-backed loans 

as a key pillar of the country’s coro-
navirus relief plan took effect, the 
Trump administration said. 

Jovita Carranza, who heads the fed-
eral Small Business administration, 
said late on Friday via Twitter that 
17,503 companies – those with 500 
or fewer employees – had filed appli-
cations through local banks for loans 
totalling more than $5.4 billion.

Friday was the first day the com-
panies were able to apply for the 
money, intended in large part to 
help them pay employees’ salaries.

The loans, which could eventually 
total $350 billion, constitute a cen-

tral part of the $2.2 trillion coronavi-
rus relief plan adopted by Congress 
and then signed into law by presi-
dent Donald Trump on March 27.

“i will immediately ask Congress 
for more money to support small 
businesses … if the allocated money 
runs out,” Trump tweeted on Satur-
day.

But things were “so far, way ahead 
of schedule”, he said, adding that 
Bank of america and community 
banks “are rocking!”

On Friday, most applications were 
submitted to local banks. Some of 
the biggest US banks said they had 
encountered difficulties with ad-
ministrative procedures, although 
Bank of america reported that it had 
processed tens of thousands of ap-

plications by the end of the day.
Secretary of the Treasury Steven 

Mnuchin told the Fox Business Net-
work that “our expectation is start-
ing next week” all big banks would 
be ready.

Companies that receive the mon-
ey and do not fire their workers – or 
that otherwise re-hire those they 
have laid off – will have their debt 
forgiven.

The funds are intended to help 
hundreds of thousands of restau-
rants, hair salons and other small- 
and medium-size businesses pay 
wages and rent for eight weeks, al-
lowing them to keep staff on the 
payroll during virus-enforced clo-
sures. 

“if we run out of money we’re go-

ing to go back to Congress and get 
more money. This is a great, great 
programme with bipartisan sup-
port,” Mnuchin said.

But Mnuchin said he was working 
with key bank executives to iron out 
any kinks and expected the largest 
banks to be taking part in the com-
ing week.

Mnuchin also said money transfers 
to households would start within 
two weeks, down from the previous-
ly estimated three weeks. a family of 
four can receive up to $3,000 under 
the larger relief package.

The first economic effects of 
the crisis struck across the US last 
month, when 701,000 jobs were lost. 
The unemployment rate rose to 4.4 
per cent. AFP

philippines: Don’t invest in firms exploiting epidemic
THE philippine’s Securities 
and Exchange Commission 
(SEC) has warned the public 
against dealing with 14 entities 
found to have exploited the 
Covid-19 pandemic to defraud 
investors and consumers.

in one of its latest advisories, 
the SEC urged the public not 
to invest in Maginvestka.
Online (MiK.O), which pur-
portedly trades bitcoin against 
the US dollar.

another entity newly identi-
fied as fraudulent was azenzo-
Online, which supposedly 
operates as an independent 
crowdfunding platform.

MiK.O is operated by a per-
son or persons using the pseu-
donym “Mag Forex”. it entices 
the public to invest suppos-

edly with a guaranteed two per 
cent return daily.

azenzo-Online, meanwhile, 
perpetuates a “Deposit-Dona-
tion, Withdrawal-Blessing” 
scheme similar to the scheme 
of Kapa-Community Ministry 
international, which is now fac-
ing multiple charges for perpe-
trating a “ponzi”-type scam.

a ponzi scheme is an invest-
ment programme that offers 
impossibly high returns and 
pays investors using the money 
contributed by other investors.

For its part, azenzo-Online 
promises a 30 per cent return 
in as early as five, 10 or 15 days 
and a 100-per cent “donation 
return” after 20 days.

SEC chair Emilio aquino 
said: “We encourage the public 

to carefully study and examine 
offers and invitations to par-
ticipate in schemes promising 
easy money especially in these 
difficult times.

“On our part, the Commis-
sion will continue monitoring 
investment-solicitation activ-
ities online and on the ground 
to stop unscrupulous groups 
from putting any other burden 
on Filipinos, especially the 
vulnerable, amid the Covid-19 
pandemic,” he said.

Neither MiK.O nor azenzo-
Online had registered as a cor-
poration or partnership, the 
SEC said. Both did not secure 
prior registration or licence to 
solicit investments from the 
public, as required under Sec-
tions 8 and 12 of republic act 

No 8799, or the Securities reg-
ulation Code.

The SEC also flagged the 
activities of individuals and 
groups using the names of cer-
tain foundations or represent-
ing themselves as such.

The public was cautioned 
against a text scam using pres-
ident rodrigo Duterte’s name. 
Under the scheme, one would 
receive a text message stating 
that he or she won 750,000 
pesos ($14,800) from the pres-
ident Duterte Charity Founda-
tion through an electronic raf-
fle. There is no such foundation 
registered as a corporation 
with the SEC.

Other entities flagged by the 
SEC included – Bitrade/Bitrade 
Bitcoin Trading ltd/Bitrade 

ltd pH; Bitcoin revolution; 
E-Commerce/House of Entre-
peneurs inc, Fast Track World-
wide inc, Narcfunds/Narcs-
fund; Munic Nation inc and 
Munics Banks; Nextgen Global 
alliance Corp (Nextgen) and 
Nextgen Organic Farmers 
Cooperative (Naofaco); Fast 
Five System-United phoenix 
Team; Non-stock Corpora-
tions, associations and Foun-
dations in Zamboanga City; 
BiG500pH, and international 
Vip Financing/international 
Vip Financing pH.

Those who act as salesmen, 
brokers, dealers or agents of 
fraudulent investment schemes 
may be held criminally liable 
and penalised with a maximum 
fine of five million pesos or 

imprisonment of 21 years or 
both under the Securities regu-
lation Code, the SEC warned.

Those who engage in text 
scams also face criminal prose-
cution for violation of the revised 
penal Code, the Cyber Crime 
law and Data privacy act.

in addition, republic act No 
11469, or the Bayanihan to 
Heal as One act, penalises 
those participating in cyber 
incidents that make use or 
take advantage of the current 
crisis to prey on the public 
through scams, phishing, 
fraudulent emails, or other 
similar acts with two-month 
imprisonment or a maximum 
fine of one million pesos or 
both. PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

Mexico to 
stop making 
Corona beer 
amid crisis
TWO Mexican brewers, including the 
producers of Corona beer, have said 
they are reducing production because 
of the health emergency in the coun-
try over the Covid-19 pandemic.

Grupo Modelo Sab de CV – whose 
brands include pacifico and Modelo 
as well as Corona – said the measure 
was in line with the Mexican govern-
ment’s order to suspend all non-es-
sential activities until april 30 to slow 
the spread of coronavirus.

“We are in the process of lowering 
production at our plants to the bare 
minimum,” the company said in a 
statement on Thursday, adding that 
it would complete the suspension in 
the following days.

Dutch brewer Heineken NV’s Mex-
ican subsidiary Cervezas Cuauhte-
moc Moctezuma Sa de CV – which 
makes the Tecate and Dos Equis 
brands – likewise said on Friday it 
was “executing a plan to reduce our 
operations . . . safeguarding care for 
the environment and with the sole 
objective of avoiding irreversible 
effects that could make it impossible 
to reactivate our economic activity”.

Mexico’s government has said that 
only key sectors such as agribusiness 
will be able to continue to function 
under current restrictions.

Grupo Modelo said it was ready to 
operate with 75 per cent of its staff 
working remotely to guarantee the 
supply of beer, if the government 
agreed.

On Wednesday, the northern state 
of Nuevo leon, where Heineken’s 
Mexican operations are based, said 
it would stop the production and dis-
tribution of beer, which led to panic 
buying.

“These times demand a collective 
effort to confront this situation,” said 
Heineken.

Since the start of the virus crisis, 
Corona beer has been the punchline 
of jokes and memes, and an online 
rumour said sales in the US dropped 
by around 40 per cent after the out-
break.

However, in late February, Constella-
tion Brands inc, which owns the Corona 
label, denied the rumour and said sales 
had stayed strong in the US even as the 
virus has spread internationally.

Mexico has so far registered more 
than 1,800 confirmed cases of coro-
navirus and 75 deaths. AFP

Jovita Carranza (centre), who heads the federal Small Business Administration, said late on Friday via Twitter that 17,503 companies – those with 500 or fewer employees – had 
filed applications through local banks for loans totalling more than $5.4 billion. AFP
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FOUr men acquitted in the kidnap-
ping and killing of US journalist 
Daniel pearl in pakistan have been 
rearrested and will stay in jail while 
prosecutors appeal the ruling, offi-
cials said.

a pakistani court sparked US out-
rage on Thursday after it quashed 
the murder conviction of British-
born militant ahmed Omar Saeed 
Sheikh who had been on death row 
over the 2002 killing.

Three alleged accomplices also had 
their convictions overturned.

But pakistan’s interior ministry 
said late on Friday the four would 
remain in jail while prosecutors 
appeal their acquittals in the coun-
try’s Supreme Court.

The men have been rearrested and 
will be detained “for three months 
pending the filing of the appeal”, the 
interior ministry said.

The statement reiterated the gov-
ernment’s “commitment to follow 
due process under the laws of the 
country to bring terrorists to task”.

Omar Sheikh’s kidnapping convic-
tion was upheld by the lower court. 
He was to spend seven years in jail for 
that offence and could have walked 
free for time already served if the gov-
ernment had not intervened.

pearl, 38, was the South asia bureau 
chief for The Wall Street Journal when 
he was abducted in Karachi in Janu-
ary 2002 while researching a story 
about islamist militants.

a graphic video showing his decapi-
tation was delivered to the US consu-
late in the city nearly a month later.

alice Wells, the top US diplomat for 
South asia, called the overturning of 
the sentences “an affront to victims 
of terrorism everywhere”.

She welcomed Friday’s decision to 
appeal.

“Those responsible for Daniel’s hei-
nous kidnapping and murder must 
face the full measure of justice,” Wells 
wrote on Twitter.

US Secretary of State Mike pom-
peo tweeted that the US would not 
forget pearl.

“We continue to honour his legacy 
as a courageous journalist and 
demand justice for his brutal mur-
der,” pompeo said.

pearl’s killing provoked interna-
tional revulsion at the time, putting 
pressure on pakistan’s then military 
government just as it was trying to 
remake its image following years of 
backing for the hardline islamist 
Taliban in neighbouring afghani-
stan. AFP

World virus deaths top 
60,000, Trump warns 
‘tough week’ ahead
p

rESiDENT Donald 
Trump has warned 
US citizens to brace 
for a “very horren-

dous” number of coronavirus 
deaths in the coming days 
as the total number of global 
fatalities from the pandemic 
soared past 60,000.

Confirmed Covid-19 cases 
in the US on Saturday sur-
passed 300,000, but Europe 
continued to bear the brunt 
of the pandemic which has 
left roughly half the planet 
confined at home at a huge 
cost to the global economy.

Over 45,000 of global deaths 
have been in Europe, with 
Britain reporting a new daily 
high in fatalities, taking the 
overall toll to 4,300 out of 
nearly 42,000 cases.

There are now more than 
1.2 million confirmed cases 
across the globe, and around 
65,000 people have died since 
the virus first emerged in Chi-
na late last year, a John Hop-
kins University tally shows.

Trump said the US was en-
tering “a time that’s going 
to be very horrendous” with 
“some really bad numbers”.

“This will probably be the 
toughest week. There will be 
a lot of death,” he said at the 

White House.
at the same time, the presi-

dent stressed the US cannot 
remain shut down forever.

“Mitigation does work but 
again, we’re not going to de-
stroy our country. i’ve said it 
from the beginning – the cure 
cannot be worse than the 
problem,” he said.

The threat from mass gather-
ings was highlighted again this 
weekend, this time in pakistan 
where authorities are trying 
to track down and quarantine 
tens of thousands of worship-
pers who attended a massive 
islamic event last month.

More than 150 people who 
attended have tested positive 
for the coronavirus so far, with 
two deaths. Foreigners from 
several countries also went to 
the event, which was held de-
spite government requests to 
cancel it over virus fears.

There was some encourag-
ing news from Europe over 
the weekend.

Worst-hit italy cheered after 
seeing its number of inten-
sive care virus cases drop for 
the first time – from 4,068 on 
Friday to 3,994 on Saturday.

Even some of the most 
cautious italian health offi-
cials seized on the figures as 

evidence that the tide may be 
turning in the deadliest di-
saster the country has faced 
since World War ii.

“This is a very important 
data point,” said civil protec-
tion service chief angelo Bor-
relli, adding that it “allows our 
hospitals to breathe”.

The daily rise in new in-
fections across italy has also 
slowed. it reported 681 new 
deaths on Saturday, down 
from a peak of almost 1,000 
just over a week ago.

Spain, which is under a 
near-total lockdown, saw a 
second successive daily fall 
in coronavirus-related deaths 
with 809 fatalities.

The total number of deaths 
in Spain now stands at 11,947, 
second only to italy.

although the number of 
new cases also slowed, Span-
ish prime Minister pedro San-
chez announced an extension 
of the country’s lockdown un-
til april 25.

at a field hospital in Madrid 
set up at a conference centre, 
staff applauded whenever a 
patient was healthy enough 
to be discharged.

One of them was 59-year-
old builder Eduardo lopez 
who gave a “10/10” rating to 

the staff who cared for him 
“with tenderness and a great 
dose of humanity”.

New York state, the US 
epicentre, saw a record 630 
deaths in a single day and 
Governor andrew Cuomo 
warned that the worst was yet 
to come. The state has record-
ed a total of 3,565 deaths.

Cuomo also cautioned that 
already strained hospitals 
were not prepared.

New York City appealed for 
licensed medical personnel 
to volunteer their services. 

“anyone who’s not already 
in this fight, we need you,” 
Mayor Bill de Blasio said.

Trump said 1,000 military 
personnel, mostly doctors 
and nurses, would be de-

ployed to help in the city, 
which he described as “the 
hottest of all the hot spots”.

Trump also said he had 
asked indian prime Minister 
Narendra Modi to expedite 
shipments of hydroxychloro-
quine, an anti-malarial drug 
which the US leader has been 
touting as a coronavirus treat-
ment although clinical trials 
are still ongoing.

“i may take it. i’ll have to 
ask my doctors about that,” 
Trump said.

Several Western countries 
including the US, Germany 
and France have in recent 
days encouraged the use of 
masks in public despite ear-
lier saying that only carers 
needed to cover their faces.

The U-turn has angered and 
confused some citizens and 
spurred a flurry of online tuto-
rials for do-it-yourself masks.

The advice came after 
some studies suggested 
the new coronavirus can 
be spread through speak-
ing and breathing, not just 
coughing and sneezing.

US authorities said wearing 
a simple homemade mask or 
scarf could help stem rocket-
ing infection rates.

The World Health Organi-
sation is reviewing its guid-
ance but has said it worries 
that masks could give “a 
false sense of security”, lead-
ing people to be more casual 
about hand washing and so-
cial distancing. AFP

US official: Uninsured Covid-19 
patients will be covered by gov’t
THE tens of millions of US citizens 
who lack health insurance will be 
covered by the government if they fall 
sick with the Covid-19 illness, Secre-
tary of Health and Human Services 
alex azar said on Friday.

azar told reporters that the CarES 
act, a coronavirus stimulus package 
passed by Congress, included $100 bil-
lion for health care providers who “will 
be forbidden from balance billing the 
uninsured for the cost of their care”.

instead, hospitals and health care 
professionals will be reimbursed at 
the rates for Medicare, a state insur-
ance programme for the elderly.

azar added that people who have 
recently lost their jobs and thus their 
insurance would be eligible for a spe-
cial enrolment period under health 
care exchanges created by the afford-
able Care act, passed under former 
president Barack Obama.

president Donald Trump has spent 
most of his tenure trying to undo the 
law, also known as Obamacare, and 
the marketplaces created under it 
where a large portion of the previ-
ously uninsured population was able 
to get coverage.

The latest official figures showed 
there were 27.5 million people with-
out health insurance – but the cur-
rent number is likely far higher after 
10 million people filed unemploy-

ment claims in the past two weeks.
The US is alone among wealthy 

countries in linking citizens’ health 
care to their employers.

Though state insurance, called Med-
icaid, exists for those in poverty, many 
people whose jobs don’t offer cover-
age are unable to qualify for it because 
their income is over the threshold, 
even though they cannot afford to buy 
insurance on the open market.

The Trump administration has add-
ed numerous additional barriers to 
qualifying for Medicaid and as a result, 
the uninsured population has grown 
by several million after falling to record 
lows right after the Obama era.

public health experts have repeat-
edly warned that the uninsured may 
be reluctant to seek treatment, placing 
themselves at greater risk and fuelling 
the spread of the disease. AFP

Four acquitted in murder 
of US journalist pearl 
rearrested, pending appeal

Europe has suffered the worst of the coronavirus pandemic, with more than 45,000 deaths so far. AFP

Secretary of Health and Human Services Alex Azar told reporters that a coronavirus 
stimulus package passed by Congress included $100 billion for health care providers 
who ‘will be forbidden from balance billing the uninsured for the cost of their care’. AFP



Indonesia covers 
up to protect 
orangutans

POACHING and habitat loss 
have decimated Indonesia’s 
orangutan population, but 

now coronavirus has emerged as 
another potentially deadly threat to 
the critically endangered species.

While there have been no con-
firmed cases of transmission from 
humans to the fuzzy-haired apes, 
they share 97 per cent of our DNA.

And the staff at a rehabilitation 
centre in jungle-covered Borneo are 
not taking any chances.

The Borneo Orangutan Survival 
Foundation has closed its doors 
to visitors and told staff to step up 
precautions to avoid passing on 
the infection, including by wearing 
masks and protective gloves.

“There haven’t been any con-
firmed cases of direct transmis-
sion, but it’s caused other issues 
like a shortage of masks and 
disinfectant supplies for our orang-
utan caretakers,” said foundation 
veterinarian Agus Irwanto.

For the apes, however, there 
hasn’t been much change in their 
daily jungle jaunts.

“While the humans at our rehabili-
tation centres work hard to adjust to 
these new measures, the orang-
utans are going about their usual 
business,” the foundation said.

Human-to-primate transmission 
fears are not limited to Indonesia.

Last month the forest-covered Af-
rican nation of Gabon said it would 
stop allowing tourists to see its 
great apes over fears that humans 
could give them the virus.

The Ebola epidemic killed gorillas, 
chimpanzees, as well as humans. AFP
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pM: VN ready to sacrifice economic 
growth to safeguard public health
V

iETNaMESE prime Minis-
ter Nguyen Xuan phuc on 
Friday reiterated the gov-
ernment’s determination to 

protect public health despite having 
to sacrifice short-term economic gain.

at a meeting with the government 
on the implementation of social dis-
tancing rules for 15 days to combat 
Covid-19, he said it was time to mo-
bilise all forces to prevent and con-
trol the pandemic. However, several 
localities have misunderstood social 
distancing measures.

He urged sectors and localities to 
implement the measures quickly.

The government has drafted a reso-
lution on social welfare and will soon 
issue it to support people heavily hurt 
by the pandemic, including labourers, 
poor people and those living under 
disadvantaged circumstances, he said.

Sectors and localities have been 
urged to pay more attention to the 
poor and ensure people’s basic liv-
ing demands such as electricity, wa-
ter, food and medicine.

He also ordered strict punish-
ments for those who break the rules 
on Covid-19 prevention and those 
who sell fake or low-quality goods 
during the pandemic.

He asked the National Steering 
Committee on Covid-19 prevention 
and Control to prepare scenarios for 
wide virus transmission and iden-
tify virus carriers at the early stages 
for active response.

Social distancing makes society 
slower but Covid-19 responders 
must speed up their work with more 

drastic measures, he said.
He asked the committee to make 

plans to build temporary hospitals 
and use hotels and schools for quar-
antine centres in case of necessity.

according to the National Steering 
Committee on Covid-19 prevention 
and Control, as of 6pm on Thursday, 
the committee reviewed the list of 

nearly 44,500 people connected to 
Bach Mai Hospital, one of the coun-
try’s Covid-19 clusters.

They include 4,593 inpatients, 
1,299 outpatients, 30,617 people who 
had health check-ups at the hospital, 
more than 7,100 patients’ relatives or 
caregivers, and 145 people working 
for Truong Sinh Company.

Those people have been self-
quarantined or put in concentrated 
quarantine areas.

at the meeting, the committee 
also reported there are 5,245 venti-
lators nationwide. More than 1,300 
of them can be used if the pandemic 
in Vietnam reaches level 3 or 4. VIET 

NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Prime Minister Nguyen Xuan Phuc on Friday chaired a meeting with the government on the implementation of social distancing 
rules for 15 days to combat Covid-19. VIETNAM NEWS AGENCY/VIET NAM NEWS

laos getting more medical 
supplies for Covid-19 fight
THE Vietnamese government 
has delivered medical supplies 
worth more than two billion 
kip ($224,000) to assist laos’ 
efforts to prevent and control 
the spread of Covid-19.

The medical supplies arrived 
at Wattay international airport 
in Vientiane on a special flight of 
Vietnam airlines late on Friday.

During a ceremony held at 
the airport on Saturday, the 
supplies were handed over by 
the ambassador of Vietnam to 
laos Nguyen Ba Hung to Dep-
uty prime Minister and Minis-
ter of Finance Somdy Duangdy, 
who is also the Chairman of 
The National Taskforce Com-
mittee for Covid-19 prevention 
and Control.

The supplies included 
330,000 face masks, 1,000 sets 
of protective clothing and 
other essential medical equip-
ment for use in the fight 
against Covid-19.

Somdy thanked the Viet-
namese government for its 
assistance and for providing 
the valuable supplies to laos 
as a contribution to the efforts 
to prevent and control the 
Coronavirus.

The assistance will also con-
tribute to enhancing relations 
and broadening cooperation 
between laos and Vietnam, he 
said. 

So far, several countries have 
provided medical supplies to 
laos to help the country pre-
vent the spread of the virus. 

The Japanese government 

recently provided personal pro-
tective equipment to the minis-
try for use by medical staff. The 
donation included 4,680 isola-
tion gowns, 6,100 gloves, 6,000 
N95 masks, 13,200 surgical 
masks, 27 goggles and 240 bot-
tles of alcohol hand-rub.

The US government pro-
vided personal protective 
equipment, for use in respond-
ing to the coronavirus, which 
was donated through the US 
agency for international 
Development.

The supplies included 440 
protective goggles, 1,500 surgi-
cal gowns, 220 face shields, bio-
hazard disposal bags, aprons, 
N95 face masks, safety boxes, 
gloves and hand sanitisers. 

The Thai government also 
provided medical supplies to 
the Ministry of Health, includ-
ing 2,040 bottles of gel hand-rub 

and 50,000 medical gloves.
The Chinese government 

delivered 2,000 virus detection 
kits to assist laos’ efforts to 
prevent and control infections, 
said the Chinese Embassy in 
Vientiane.

The Jack Ma Foundation 
donated 5,000 sets of protective 
clothing and N95 face masks, 
400,000 standard face masks and 
20,000 virus detection sets.

Unicef has given personal 
protective equipment to the 
Ministry of Health to support 
the country’s response and 
preparedness for Covid-19.

The supplies, including surgi-
cal masks, gowns, aprons, caps, 
gloves, face-shields and cover-
alls, will be distributed to desig-
nated referral hospitals for key 
frontline staff working for the 
Covid-19 response. VIENTIANE 

TIMES/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

During a ceremony held at the airport on Saturday, the supplies were 
handed over by the Ambassador of Vietnam to Laos Nguyen Ba Hung (right) 
to Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Finance Somdy Duangdy. SUPPLIED
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i
N THE remote corners of Sumat-
ra and papua in indonesia, and 
in other isolated communities 
across asia and the world, access 

to energy for all remains a huge 
development challenge. This, despite 
impressive economic growth over the 
last few decades. 

according to the UN Economic and 
Social Commission for asia and the 
pacific (UNESCap), about 326 mil-
lion people in asia and the pacific do 
not have access to electricity. in 
indonesia alone, there are over 10 
million people without reliable 
access to electricity, mainly in the 
eastern part of the country.

For people in hard-to-reach villages 
of the Himalayas, or isolated islands 
of indonesia, fossil fuels are scarce 
and expensive. Here the most feasible 
option is to construct off-grid or mini-
grid power systems using locally avail-
able renewable resources – such as 
solar, hydro or biomass energy. Sever-
al studies have substantiated this, 
including a 2018 study by the interna-
tional renewable Energy agency (irE-
Na) on policies and regulations for 
renewable energy mini-grids. 

The expansion of renewable energy 
is one of the most crucial climate 
actions that governments and societies 
can take to transition to clean growth 
and shift to a low-carbon development 
path. it is a key part of the solution to 
combat climate change. 

in asia-pacific countries, including 
indonesia, the UN Development pro-
gram (UNDp) supports the expanded 
use of renewable energy, particularly 
in an effort to reach remote commu-
nities and provide them with a sus-
tained source of energy, for both 
domestic and economic use. This 
energy is environmentally friendly 
and economically attractive and is in 
line with Sustainable Development 
Goal 7 – affordable and clean energy. 
it is also in keeping with our commit-
ment to “leave no one behind”.

in the isolated village of Jambi, 
Sumatra, micro-hydro power plants – 
built with an innovative partnership 
between the UNDp, Baznas and Bank 
Jambi – have brought electricity to over 
4,000 men, women and children, trans-
forming a community’s way of life. 

On another front, our cooperation 
with the Korea international Cooper-
ation agency (KOiCa) will soon result 
in clean energy to poor communities 
in eastern indonesia and neighbour-
ing Timor leste through solar power 
panels. Similar hydro and solar ener-

gy projects are being implemented in 
countries from Nepal to Samoa. 

Harnessing clean renewable energy 
contributes to tangible gains in 
income, job skills, health and educa-
tion. as we have seen in the villages 
of Jambi and elsewhere, renewable 
energy infrastructure has brought 
electricity to communities, improved 
access to safe and clean water, bene-
fitted adults engaged in productive 
enterprises and allowed children to 
study after sunset. 

renewable energy also harbors a 
huge, often overlooked potential to 
reduce inequalities.

The UNDp’s 2019 Human Develop-
ment report – Beyond income, beyond 
averages, beyond today: inequalities in 
human development in the 21st centu-
ry – shows beyond a doubt that ine-
qualities deeply harm human develop-
ment. This is also true for a new 
generation of inequalities that are 
emerging due to revolution 4.0 and cli-
mate change. and one of those areas 
for action is the call for public policy 
and investments in renewables. 

Expansion of renewable energy and 
electricity, specifically targeted at 
those left behind by economic 
growth, can help redress existing and 
emerging inequalities. it can support 
the development of new livelihoods 
in areas particularly affected by cli-
mate change, or provide connectivity 

and access to technology to reduce 
the digital divide.

The question is no longer about the 
overall business case for renewable 
energy, as costs have spiraled down 
in recent years. The fundamental 
question now is whether enough is 
being done to create an attractive 
ecosystem for renewable energy 
investments, including in remote 
areas, where it is most needed and is 
still not economically attractive. 

To create such an ecosystem, coun-
tries in asia and the pacific need bold-
er policies that provide incentives for 
private and public investments in 
renewable energy. in indonesia, regu-
lations for private investments in the 
energy sector do not provide incen-
tives to small and medium private 
investors for following this path. 

an important step has been taken 
with the creation of SDG indonesia One 
– a blended finance platform estab-
lished by the government and support-
ed by the UNDp and many other part-
ners such as multilateral development 
banks and the private sector. 

SDG indonesia One makes it more 
attractive to invest in small and 
medium renewable projects, in rural 
areas. it provides technical assistance 
grants to “de-risk” investments and 
enhance the bankability of small and 
medium projects that target small 
islands and isolated areas. The hope 

is that this will help expand access to 
energy, and thereby also accelerate 
progress across several SDGs. policy 
changes will have to accompany this 
effort as well, if this is to be a sus-
tained successful effort.

as an economically dynamic region 
with considerable public and private 
capital, technology and innovation, 
the asia-pacific region has the poten-
tial to be a leader in providing access 
to clean energy to millions of people 
who need it.  Our resolve is to bring 
innovative solutions and forge new 
partnerships to achieve this goal, with 
governments, partners and business-
es, across the asia-pacific region.    

it is undeniable that growing access 
to renewable energy is having a sig-
nificant development impact on peo-
ple’s lives. it is time to expand this 
access across communities and 
nations. This is what we refer to as an 
“SDG accelerator” that contributes to 
several SDGs targets. it also provides 
a “real face” to the inequality-reduc-
ing nature of the SDG agenda – the 
face of a community that now has a 
source of power and light. THE JAKARTA 

POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Kanni Wignaraja is UN assistant general and 
UNDP Asia-Pacific director. Christophe Bahuet 
is UNDP Indonesia resident representative. The 
opinions expressed in this article are those of 
the authors and do not reflect the official stance 
of the Jakarta Post.

Opinion
Kanni Wignaraja and Christophe Bahuet

Renewable energy vital to reducing 
inequalities in Asia-Pacific

A Sumbanese woman gathers grass to feed farm animals beside a field of small wind turbine in Kamanggih village in Sumba island 
located in central Indonesia, bringing electricity to the local community. afp
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Virus advice: Stay calm, cool and collected
Kheng Sokkunthea

T
HE streets of phnom penh 
has seen less traffic while 
air quality has improved 
tremendously as more peo-

ple decide to stay at home in light of 
the continuing spread of Covid-19.

While Cambodia has recorded just 
over 100 coronavirus cases, people 
are still fearful of catching the dis-
ease, with many showing signs of 
stress as they watch the news to see 
what new measures will be put in 
place to tackle the growing menace.

News from around the world 
doesn’t help either with thousands of 
deaths and new infections being re-
corded in asia and Europe each day.

add this to the need for social dis-
tancing, wearing masks, using sani-
tisers, avoiding crowds and staying 
home, even ordering food instead 
of meeting friends for dinner and 
drinks. after a while, all of these can 
add to one’s stress levels.

Cambodia association for Coun-
sellors and psychologists president 
Hoeur Sethul says people should 
practice healthy living even while 
indoors, as doing so will contribute 
to slowing down the spread of the 
coronavirus pandemic.

as staying home is far from routine, 
Sethul says people are talking more 
about suffering from “boredom” and 
“anxiety”. Most people in this situa-
tion want to know more about tech-
niques to stay calm down and cut off 
their stresses while staying indoors. 

“Staying home for long periods may 
also cause stress, depression, and 
other psycho-social issues because of 
the change in our routine activities.

“This may also bring about undue 
pressure and depression. avoiding 
hanging out with groups of friends, 
not visiting entertainment venues 
such as night clubs, bars, restau-
rants, or listening to live music may 
create additional anxiety.

“Staying house-bound can be 
overwhelming for some and cause 
an outburst of emotions in people of 
all ages if they do not improve their 
mental health,” he says.

Sethul, who has a Master of arts in 
Counselling (psychology) from De la 
Salle University in the philippines, 
says social distancing means to keep 
away from social activities, especially 
those that involve crowds of people.

it’s best, he says, to maintain a dis-

tance of between two to three me-
tres from others.

“Social distancing causes prob-
lems for some as people are social 
beings and find it difficult to discon-
nect from society for long.

“Feelings of sadness, anger, and con-
fusion are common during self-isola-
tion and quarantine. in some people, 
such a disconnect may cause serious 
mental issues as well,” Sethul says.

Besides experiencing stress, Sethul 
says people may suffer financial dif-
ficulties as well. and this may cause 
many issues which only further bur-
dens the mental stress one already 
has due to social distancing.

“While people may lose the op-
portunity to earn money, their basic 
needs such as food, clothes, and ac-
commodation needs to be met daily. 
Some people cannot manage their 
finance while others will face finan-

cial difficulties,” Sethul says.
To deal with the crisis, there are 

some effective ways for people to 
start new daily routines.

“Unicef experts describe several 
methods to help overcome stress. 
They include maintaining our sleep-
ing habits and communicating with 
our loved ones through social media, 
such as Skype, Facebook, Telegram, 
instagram and other apps instead.

“also, it’s a good time to pick 
up the reading habit, play indoor 
sports, cook, do some gardening at 
home, confide in those we trust to 
talk about our inner feelings, and 
learn new things like yoga and med-
itation,” Sethul says.

He says connecting with neighbours 
in groups of three or less will alert us 
to stay connected with them long af-
ter the virus has been eradicated.

“Thirdly, take a break from office 

work and plant some crops if you have 
a little land. Grow some vegetables and 
fruits with family members,” he says.

Sethul says such activities also brings 
benefits as we can sell the produce to 
our neighbours or consumers, who are 
using online apps to buy items they 
need while in self-isolation.

“i also encourage adults to con-
tinue enjoying the same things at 
home. For instance, they can listen 
to music, dance, and have fun with 
their families at home.

“learning how to cook and have 
dinner with relatives is a much bet-
ter way than going out. For those who 
love travelling, explore a new place to 
go while being confined to the home.

“So once things are back to nor-
mal, they can take a break and go off 
on their trips or go hiking or camp-
ing,” Sethul says. 

He also proposes that people 

should change their eating habits 
and go for healthy foods which will 
strengthen their immune system. 
Besides, a healthy diet also contrib-
utes to a healthy mind, he says.

“Eating vegetables that are rich in vi-
tamins and nutrition makes our body 
stronger. We should eat beef as it is a 
good source of protein. However, we 
need to balance our diet by eating less 
meat and more vegetables,” he says.

He says to ease mental stress, a 
bowl of food should consist of at least 
50 per cent of vegetables, 25 per cent 
meat, and 25 per cent. in addition to 
that, we should drink more water to 
keep ourselves hydrated.

Sethul also says that the crisis is 
not bad at all, as it presents an op-
portunity to reconnect with our par-
ents and other relatives whom we 
almost forget to care for in our daily 
grind to make ends meet.

Counselling Psychologist Hoeur Sethul says people should practise healthy living even while indoors. hong menea

Sethul suggests gardening as a way to cope with stress. Locally grown produce can then be sold to 
neighbours and community members. hean rangsey

Besides experiencing stress, Sethul says people may suffer financial difficulties as well. 
hean rangsey



Pizza and beer are being deliv-
ered by plane to remote ranch-
es in the australian outback in 
an attempt to bring a slice of 
cheer to those in extreme isola-
tion under the virus lock-
down.

The Dunmarra Wayside inn, 
a usually bustling roadside 
diner in australia’s Northern 
Territory, used a small fixed-
wing aircraft for a trial run of 
what it hopes will become a 
weekly flying takeaway service 
to far-flung cattle stations.

“The station that we did send 
them to absolutely loved them, 
so much that they ate them for 
breakfast the next morning,” 
Ben anderson, the inn’s man-
ager and pizza cook, said on 
Friday.

The business had tried to 
keep the service under wraps 
until it was certain the plane 
deliveries would work. “We’ve 

put in a massive pizza oven, 
which we kept extremely 
secret,” anderson said.

But news of the tasty drop-off 
proved too hot to handle, and 
on Friday he was fielding calls 
from eager reporters – with one 
radio station asking if he could 
deliver to their studio in Perth, 
over 3,000km away.

“That’s probably a bit out of 
our range,” he said. at the 
moment, anderson and his 
team are only planning to fly to 
properties within 100km.

‘Friendly gesture’
The idea was cooked up as 

coronavirus travel restrictions 
bit into the outback’s peak 
tourist season, stopping the 
usual stream of caravans and 
months of booked-out 
rooms.

Regional travel in the North-
ern Territory remains strictly 

controlled, with large swathes 
in lockdown over fears for 
remote indigenous communi-
ties who experts warn could be 
particularly susceptible to an 
outbreak, due to higher rates of 
chronic illness.

The idea to fly pizzas and 
other supplies to remote prop-
erties was more about support-
ing those in the area than sim-
ply a business venture, the inn’s 
owner Gary Frost told national 
broadcaster aBC.

“We’re just doing it as a 
friendly gesture to try and help 
people out,” he said.

Under the restrictions, even 
fly-in, fly-out deliveries have to 
be left at the door for residents 
to pick up.

“i said to the boss, maybe we 
should just get parachutes and 
drop them out the sky but you 
never know where they’re gonna 
end up,” anderson said. afp
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alone and in need of a hug during isolation 

S
ix nights a week, Shelley 
Howard could normally 
be found at a restaurant 
or bar in the famous Rush 
Street area of Chicago, 
dining out or having a 

drink with friends.
a naturally social person, Howard, 

73, regularly posted online pictures 
from his nights out, often showing 
him giving hugs or handshakes.

But for the past three weeks, like 
millions of people around the world, 
he has seen none of his friends – in-
stead, sitting at home to try to avoid 
the coronavirus pandemic.

Howard, who still works as a graph-
ic artist in the music industry, lives 
alone, so the confinement orders 
and the shutdown of non-essential 
business have left him isolated and 
cut off from almost all human con-
tact.

“i’m critically aware of that. i post-
ed Springsteen’s Human Touch video 
on my Facebook page last week,” 
Howard said.

“i’m a big hugger, and people like 
me. But it is what it is.”

His experience is matched around 
the globe by those mourning the loss 
of daily physical contact that was 
once taken for granted, and which 
scientists say is vital.

“What happens with touch is a 
very physical change,” said Tammy 
Field, director of the Touch Research 
institute at the University of Miami’s 
Miller School of Medicine.

“The nervous system is slowed. 
Heart rate decreases, blood pressure 
decreases, brainwaves change in the 
direction of more relaxation, and that 
in turn knocks down cortisol, which 
is the stress hormone.”

Staying in touch
lilia Chacon, who works as the di-

rector of communications for the city 
of Santa Fe, New Mexico, also yearns 
for the return of simple human touch 
in her life.

Chacon, 65, lives alone and has 
been working from home.

“This is how fast your reality chang-
es. i’ll be watching TV and you’ll see 
people all together at a table, all hug-
ging and i’ll say to myself, ‘Oh my 

God, that would never happen today. 
No way!’” Chacon said.

To try to make up for the lack of 
hugs and handshakes, Chacon said 
she has been using video chats with 
friends.

“We find ways of maintaining 
friendships and intimacy. i’ve been 
really making a point of using Face-
Time. i’m making a point of staying 
in touch with my friends in a visual 
way, not just phone calls. and it does 
help,” Chacon said.

Older people are particularly affect-
ed, as they are highly vulnerable to the 
coronavirus and often live alone.

Mary Carlson is a neurobiologist 
at Harvard Medical School who be-
came a sensory deprivation special-
ist studying babies who grew up in 
understaffed Romanian institutions 
during the 1990s.

“i would encourage people to 
engage in more social interaction 
through vision and hearing,” she 
said.

“For those living alone, technology 
provides for phone and video inter-
action to compensate for this neces-

sary – and limited – period of touch 
restriction.”

She offered reassurance to the 
many people who worry that they 
won’t remember how to interact nor-
mally after the coronavirus pandem-
ic subsides.

“i always give the example of Nel-
son Mandela, who spent 27 years in 
jail,” she said.

“We all know when he came out 
and when we saw him on TV and 
heard all the things he said that he 
didn’t lose his social capacity at all, 
or his sensitivity to other people.”

When’s your next handshake? 
Field, from the Touch Research in-

stitute, advised that people who live 
alone can try to benefit from their 
own touch.

“it can be yourself just rubbing 
your legs, or washing yourself in the 
shower, sitting on the floor and do-
ing stretching, walking on the floor 
stimulating pressure receptors.

“But certainly it’s more meaning-
ful if someone else is doing it to you, 
especially someone you’re close to,” 

she said.
Charlotte Kullen, a 46-year-old 

owner of a Manhattan real estate 
public relations firm who lives alone 
and works from home, said the 
length of the restrictions was starting 
to cause concern.

“You can’t conduct business now, 
because everyone is shut down; so 
there’s nobody that you’re going to be 
touching anyway,” Kullen said, add-
ing that as a cancer survivor with an 
auto-immune disease, the decision 
is one she welcomed, for now.

“One month inside is one thing, 
but if it goes 18 months, that will be 
another story,” she said.

Back in Chicago, Howard has been 
compensating by promoting living-
room concerts for a friend on social 
media, and has also come to rely on 
his two cats.

“it’s not the same thing, but one of 
them sleeps right under my arm, so 
i spend ten hours holding onto this 
breathing, living thing,” he said.

“and i have another one that sleeps 
on my knees or on my chest, so i do 
have touch with living things.” afp

Pie in the sky: aussie plane delivers pizza to outback

Pope Francis hugs a boy in Medellin, Colombia. Scientists say daily physical contact is vital, but it’s become 
impossible for many living in isolation. OSSERVaTORE ROMaNO/afp

Shelley Howard was a regular in the Rush Street area of Chicago before he committed to self-isolation three 
weeks ago. ShEllEy hOwaRd pERSONal cOllEcTiON/afp

The idea for plane-delivered pizza was cooked up when travel restrictions kept tourists away from the 
typically busy Dunmarra Wayside Inn.  afp



Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Ruler over Tolstoy
  5 Koi habitats
 10 “This ride is great!”
 14 Prefix for “space” or “plane”
 15 Haberdashery item
 16 Use one of the senses
 17 Good eating in Tennessee
 20 “Farewell, mon ami”
 21 Athens’ rival of yore
 22 Spy thriller author Deighton
 23 Nutmeg-topped drink
 26 Airport limo driver’s concern, 

briefly
 27 Twitch
 30 Centimeter-gram-second unit of 

work
 31 Added inches
 33 Silky sweater
 35 “Ars ___ artis”
 37 Send forth, as a sound
 38 Stately delicacy?
 42 Gray wolf
 43 Half of a “magic” duo
 44 Underground transportation
 47 Gone to glory
 48 Show piece?
 51 Almost failing grade

 52 Scrap of cloth
 54 Bread type
 55 Common article
 56 Confidential matter
 59 Fruity-smelling compound
 61 Some northern desserts
 65 Arabian Gulf port
 66 Barely making it (with “out”)
 67 Language that gave us the word 

“whisky”
 68 Costa ___, Calif.
 69 Concealed, informally
 70 Creature in the woods
DOWN
  1 Wrapped Tijuana treat
  2 Piece of farm equipment
  3 Activating, as a fuse
  4 Boxing ring encloser
  5 Beatles tune “___ Love You”
  6 Cries of excitement
  7 Points for writers?
  8 Hang loose?
  9 Archaeo-logical layers
 10 Stimulate, as one’s appetite
 11 Large-scale sacrifice of old
 12 Dijon thirst-quencher
 13 “Able was I ___ I ...”
 18 “Want to grab a bite?”
 19 Muffin material

 24 Exam sans pencils
 25 Try to make clear
 28 Colored portion of the eye
 29 Feline
 32 “Dined” partner
 34 Transmission component
 35 Get taller
 36 Alfred who coined the term 

“inferiority complex”
 38 Pouting expression
 39 Convent heads
 40 Potter’s purchase
 41 Exchange for money
 42 Flashback drug
 45 With the bow, to a violinist
 46 Spun, as a story
 48 What one wears
 49 Brie or feta
 50 More blunt and to the point
 53 Lizard that can regenerate its 

tail
 57 Sicilian volcano
 58 HS math course
 60 Attracted a trooper, maybe
 61 Old “Batman” word
 62 Commemorative for Billie Joe
 63 Siamese twin name
 64 George Harrison’s “All Those 

Years ___”

“WHERE’S A GOOD PLACE TO EAT?” 

Friday’s solution

Friday’s solution
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Bryant heads star-studded 
2020 Hall of Fame honourees
F

ive-time NBa champion Kobe 
Bryant headed a star-studded list 
of honourees named to basketball’s 
2020 Hall of Fame on Saturday.

the los angeles lakers icon, who died in 
a helicopter crash in January, was named 
alongside nine honourees who will be en-
shrined at the Naismith memorial Basket-
ball Hall of Fame on august 29.

Joining Bryant in the sport’s panthe-
on are three-time NBa Finals mvp tim 
Duncan, 15-time NBa all-Star Kevin 
Garnett, two-time NBa champion coach 
rudy tomjanovich and four-time Olym-
pic medallist tamika Catchings.

Other inductees include three-time 
NCaa National Championship coach 
Kim mulkey, college basketball coach 
Barbara Stevens and longtime FiBa ex-
ecutive patrick Baumann, who died of a 
heart attack in 2018 at the age of 41.

“the Class of 2020 is undoubtedly one 
of the most historic of all time and the 
talent and social influence of these nine 
honourees is beyond measure,” said 
John Doleva, CeO of the Hall of Fame.

“in 2020, the basketball community 
has suffered the unimaginable loss of 
iconic figures Commissioner David Stern 
and Kobe Bryant, as well as the game it-
self due to Covid-19.

“We have also banded together like 
never before in appreciation of the game 
and those who have made it the uniting 
force it is today.”

the basketball world was left stunned 
by Bryant’s death earlier this year, with 
the crash also claiming the life of his 
daughter Gianna and seven others.

the NBa season has also been left in 
disarray by the coronavirus pandemic, 
with the campaign halted indefinitely last 

month and the league currently on hiatus.
Bryant’s wife, vanessa, told eSpN her 

late husband’s posthumous elevation 
to the Hall of Fame ranked as one of his 
greatest career milestones. 

“it’s an incredible accomplishment 
and honour, and we’re extremely proud 
of him,” vanessa Bryant said.

“every accomplishment that he had 
as an athlete was a steppingstone to be 
here,” she added.

lakers team owner Jeanie Buss saluted 
Bryant in a statement that praised the 
star’s fierce competitiveness, work ethic 
and drive.” 

“those qualities helped Kobe lead us 
to five titles – and have now brought him 
to the Hall of Fame, where he will be en-
shrined with the greatest to have ever 
played the game,” Buss said. 

“No one deserves it more.” afp

tajikistan football 
doesn’t skip a beat 

ex-champ Khan thirsty for a 
fight against pacquiao or Brook

taJiKiStaN’S domestic foot-
ball season kicked off Saturday, 
as leagues around the world 
remained suspended to con-
tain the spread of the novel 
coronavirus. 

the Super Cup game herald-
ing the beginning of the foot-
ball season took place behind 
closed doors, and saw peren-
nial domestic champions FC 
istiklol come from behind to 
beat FC Khujand 2-1 in the 
capital Dushanbe. 

tajikistan, a poor Central 
asian state of 9 million people, 
has yet to declare a single infec-
tion from Covid-19, which has 
reached over a million cases 
worldwide and caused more 
than 60,000 deaths. 

last month authorities over-
saw extravagant state celebra-
tions of the Nowruz springtime 
festival involving tens of thou-
sands of people across the 
country. 

Strongman leader emomali 
rakhmon was seen posing with 
dozens of young women clad in 
traditional garb at a time when 
leaders the world over were 
advocating social distancing. 

in the pandemic’s shadow, 
the vast majority of football 
leagues around the world have 
been stopped over fears for 
players as well as spectators. 

in most cases, there are no 
clear plans for restarts.

Belarus, another ex-Soviet 

country, remains the outlier in 
europe, and its league has 
attracted unprecedented inter-
national attention since it 
began with fans attending 
games last month. 

the tajik Super Cup tie failed 
to generate the same levels of 
social media excitement as the 
Belarusian league fixtures but 
still prompted tweets from 
action-starved football fans in 
German, english and Spanish, 
among other languages.

the game itself threatened to 
return an upset before istiklol, 
a club founded by rakhmon’s 
son rustam emomali, the cur-
rent mayor of the capital Dush-
anbe, converted their domi-
nance into goals and overturned 
an early Khujand lead. 

it ended in hugs and hand-
shakes all round as FC istiklol 
players collected their winners’ 
medals and lifted the Super 
Cup trophy in an otherwise 
empty stadium.  

tajikistan is one of just two 
former Soviet countries that 
have not reported a single case 
of the coronavirus.

the other, reclusive turk-
menistan, has already 
announced the suspension of 
its domestic league. 

turkmen president Gurban-
guly Berdymukhamedov made 
his first mention of the corona-
virus in comments reported 
Saturday by state media. afp   

FOrmer world champion 
amir Khan said on Friday that 
he is eager to end his boxing 
career with a lucrative bout 
against ring great manny pac-
quiao or in an all-British con-
test with Kell Brook.

the 33-year-old Khan, who 
won his last bout with a fourth-
round victory over Billy Dib in 
Saudi arabia in July, had report-
edly been considering retire-
ment, but he is determined to 
go out with a flourish against 
high-class opposition.

“i have a couple of fights left 
in me – one or two at least,” said 
Khan, speaking to promoter 
eddie Hearn via instagram on 
Friday.

“the biggest fights motivate 
me. When you’ve made so 
much money and won world 
titles, what’s going to motivate 
you?

“a manny pacquiao fight is 
huge, wherever it was, then you 
have Kell Brook, another mas-
sive fight in the UK.”

Khan won an Olympic silver 
medal at the age of just 17 and 
as a professional took two light-
welterweight titles.

But apart from a 2016 bout 
with Canelo alvarez, he has 
been unable to secure a fight 
against one of boxing’s current 
global stars such as Floyd may-
weather or pacquiao.

But any thoughts about when 

he might next fight have been 
put on hold by the coronavirus 
pandemic, which has led to a 
state of lockdown in Britain, 
with boxing one of several 
major sports worldwide effec-
tively suspended by the spread 
of Covid-19.

“i want to fight – we just don’t 
know how long the coronavirus 
is going to last,” added Khan.

last week saw Khan offer his 
60,000 square feet (5,600sqm) 
wedding venue in his home 
town of Bolton to Britain’s 
National Health Service amid 
concerns the surge in the 
number of coronavirus patients 
was leading to a shortage of 
hospital beds. afp

Kobe Bryant won five NBA championships during his 20-year career with the Los Angeles Lakers.  afp

After reportedly considering retirement, Amir Khan (left) is now seeking to square off against a high-profile 
opponent. afp

Tajikistan national player Akhtam Nazarov controls the ball during a 
friendly match against China. afp
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