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Niem Chheng

T
HE government on Wednes-
day rebuffed concerns raised 
by senior UN human rights 
officials that the state of 

emergency law, which is being 
reviewed by the Senate and likely to 
be approved this week, could restrict 
the people’s freedom.

Consisting of five chapters and 12 
articles, the draft law sets out for-
malities, procedures and terms to 
declare a state of emergency if the 
country runs into danger and stipu-
lates a maximum 10-year imprison-

ment for anyone caught breaking it 
or hindering its enforcement.

Article 5 stipulates that certain 
measures would be taken in a state 
of emergency including restrictions 
on the people’s rights, freedom of 
movement, gatherings, jobs and  
occupations.

It allows the state to impose a 
lockdown, quarantine, conscription 
and evacuation. The state can also 
manage, seize and handle proper-
ties when necessary to respond to 
an emergency.

A copy of the draft law seen by The 
Post on Sunday said a state of emer-

gency may not exceed three months, 
though it can be prolonged under the 
same conditions as when it is declared.

In a four-page communication to 
the Cambodian government seen by 
The Post on Wednesday, four senior 
UN rights officials expressed con-
cerns over the bill.

Dated April 9, the letter was jointly 
written by Rhona Smith, special rap-
porteur on human rights in Cam-
bodia; Leigh Toomey, vice-chair of 
the UN Working Group on Arbitrary 
Detention; Dainius Puras, special 
rapporteur on the rights to the high-
est attainable standard of physical 

and mental health; and Fionnuala 
Ni Aolain, special rapporteur on the 
promotion and protection of human 
rights and fundamental freedoms 
while countering terrorism.  

While providing for strong protec-
tion of the rights to health amid the 
Covid-19 pandemic, they said the law 
will also undermine fundamental hu-
man rights if passed in its entirety.  

 “We are concerned that, if adopted 
as is, the law may restrict the right 
to freedom of expression, right to 
freedom of association and peaceful

UN concerns ‘unfounded’

ContInueD – page 2

Man in 
court for 
travel ban 
criticism
Kim Sarom

A MAN who was arrested on 
Sunday appeared in the Kam-
pong Thom Provincial Court 
two days later for criticising 
the government’s efforts to 
prevent the Covid-19 spread.

Kampong Thom provin-
cial police chief Ouk Kosal 
said on Wednesday that Lek 
Siengly, 21, a petrol station 
worker, was ordered to be 
held in pre-trial detention.

“He posted a video online 
which affected public order. 
The court charged him with 
incitement under Article 
495 of the Criminal Code,” 
he said.

Siengly faces six months 
imprisonment and a fine of 
up to four million riel ($992) 
if found guilty. 

Kosal said Siengly posted 
the video onto Facebook at 
a petrol station in Kampong 
Thma commune, Santuk 
district.

The live video criticised the 
government for banning citi-
zens from gatherings and trav-
elling between provinces.

The accused, he said, lives in 
Triel commune, Taing Kouk 
district, in Kampong Thom 
province, but worked at the 
gas station in Santuk district in 
the same province, he said.

Kampong Thom provin-
cial police said the accused 
had posted the live video to 
incite people to not follow 
the government’s order.

showers of blessing
people wearing face masks amid concerns over a spread of the Covid-19 coronavirus pour water on a buddha statue as they pray during the 
Khmer new year at a pagoda in phnom penh on Wednesday. AFP

Berlin slams US over WHO
GERMANY on Wednesday 
slammed the US decision to 
suspend payments to the 
World Health Organisation 
(WHO), as Angela Merkel’s 
spokesman underlined the 
country’s commitment to 
international cooperation.  

US President Donald Trump 
announced the funding freeze 
on Tuesday, accusing the WHO 
of “severely mismanaging” the 
spread of the virus.

“Blaming others won’t help. 
The virus knows no borders,” 

German Minister of Foreign 
Affairs  Heiko Maas wrote on 
Twitter.

“One of the best investments 
is to strengthen the UN, above 
all the under-financed WHO . . . 
in the development and distri-
bution of tests and vaccines.”

Meanwhile, government 
spokesman Steffen Seibert said 
the WHO was doing “unbeliev-
ably important work”.

“The government is con-
vinced of the need to support 
and sufficiently finance the 

WHO,” he added.
The US is the biggest contrib-

utor to the WHO, making pay-
ments of $400 million last year. 

Trump accused the Geneva-
based body of putting “politi-
cal correctness above life-
saving measures”.

The move sparked criticism 
across the world, and Berlin 
joined the chorus on Wednes-
day, with Seibert saying the 
pandemic was cause to “uphold 
our fundamental belief in the 
benefits of multilateralism”. 

Foreign minister Maas, 
meanwhile, stressed the need 
for countries to “work togeth-
er closely against Covid-19”.

Maas has previously taken aim 
at the Trump administration’s 
reaction to the virus crisis.

In an interview with Der 
Spiegel magazine last week, he 
said the US had “played down 
the virus for a very long time”.

“There really isn’t any dispute, 
even in the US, that many of the 
measures were taken too late,” 
he told Spiegel. AFP



Voun Dara

T
HE ministries of Agri-
culture, Forestry and 
Fisheries, and Envi-
ronment, as well as the 

World Wide Fund for Nature 
Cambodia (WWF Cambodia), 
will request the Anlong Kampi 
Irrawaddy dolphin conserva-
tion area in Kratie province 
be added to UNESCO’s World 
Heritage List. 

In a Facebook post on Tues-
day, WWF Cambodia said: “To-
day is the second day of our 
Khmer New Year, and it is also a 
day for people around the world 
to recognise the importance of 
the freshwater dolphin.

“In Cambodia, the Irrawad-
dy dolphin is considered the 
country’s national living trea-
sure and currently inhabits 
the Mekong River in Kratie 
and Steung Treng provinces.”

The presence of dolphins in 
the Mekong is an indication of a 
healthy river rich with biodiver-

sity and natural ecosystems.
 “Together, let’s protect the 

Irrawaddy dolphin and pro-
mote the interwoven relation-
ship of natural ecosystems and 
human well-being,” it said. 

Ministry of Environment 
spokesman Neth Pheaktra 
said the Mekong dolphins are 
a valuable natural resource 
for Cambodia and the world 
alike as it is endangered. 

“The Ministry of Environ-
ment fully supports the con-
servation work being done for 
these dolphins. 

“They have actively par-
ticipated in the promotion 
of the natural tourist sector 
in Cambodia. [The sector] 
helped create more jobs for 
local community members 
and generates income for the 
people.  It helps them live a 
decent life,” he said.

He said his ministry, along 
with WWF Cambodia and the 
Ministry of Agriculture, For-
estry and Fisheries had trav-

elled to Prek Prasap district’s 
Chroy Banteay commune and 
Chitr Borei district’s Sambok 
and Thma Krae communes 
to study the area the dolphins 
call home. 

They plan on submitting a re-
quest for the area to be put on 
UNESCO’s World Heritage List.

“The government would 
like the area to be put on the 
list because it would help 
protect the Mekong River dol-
phins sustainably.

“The world would learn about 
biodiversity diversification in 
Cambodia, especially about the 
endangered species present in 
the Kingdom,” Pheaktra said.

WWF Cambodia country di-
rector Teak Seng said between 
early 2018 and last November, 
the Irrawaddy dolphin popu-
lation increased some 15 per 
cent, from 80 to 92 dolphins. 

In 2018, 10 dolphin calves 
were reported. From early 
2019 to November 2019, 11 
dolphin calves were born.
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Khorn Savi

THE Bunong Indigenous 
community in Sen Monorom 
commune, in O’Raing dis-
trict, Mondulkiri province, 
has claimed that big trees 
within the Keo Seima Wildlife 
Sanctuary have been secretly 
bulldozed.

But the authorities said the 
bulldozing was to build a road 
with permission from the dis-
trict and provincial authorities.

Andong Kraloeng commu-
nity Forest Committee Deputy 
Head Sokha Thot told The 
Post on Wednesday that 17 
community members had pa-
trolled the forest, spotting two 
pieces of machinery clearing 
land in the sanctuary.

“This bulldozing was not 
informed to the Andong Kral-
oeng village chief and the 
community head. I asked 
the foreman of the bulldozer 
why the land is being cleared 
because the village and com-
munity chiefs don’t know it.

“But the foreman answered 
that I had to ask his boss and 
that we are not allowed to 
take photos,” Thot said.

He said on Tuesday the 17 
members arrived at the lo-
cation and it had been bull-
dozed. But the machinery 
was removed from the loca-
tion because their second 
field visit became known to 
the commune authorities.

The Sen Monorom com-
mune authority later claimed 
that the bulldozing was to 
build a road only and a prop-
er request was made to the 
district and provincial hall, 
Thot said, adding that the 
commune authority told the 
community members the 
bulldozing was within the 
sanctuary and it was up to the 
sanctuary’s head to solve it.

“I don’t understand how the 
road is to be built. They bull-
dozed the land towards a wa-
terfall and a mountain.

“They said the land is being 
bulldozed to void big trees. 
But it is not like that because 

the location is not a forest 
[without big trees] – it is all 
big trees. The bulldozing af-
fects everything,” Thot said.

He emphasised that the 
land that was cleared was 4m 
wide and 5km long and bor-
ders the community land. 
The location was jointly pa-
trolled by the community and 
environment officials. 

Besides, the community spot-
ted thousands of markers plant-
ed, seemingly surrounding the 
location to occupy the land. 

He said the community 
wanted the authorities to 
seize the bulldozed land as 
state property.

Sen Monorom commune 
chief Thvan Trel said the 
bulldozing activities were 
known to the head of the 
wildlife sanctuary. She said it 
is to build a road for residents 
leading to a plantation in 
their wildlife sanctuary with-
out affecting the forest. 

“They are just building a 
road and they haven’t bull-
dozed the land very much. 
The community keeps acting 
like it’s surprised. They bull-
dozed the land three years 
ago and bulldozed the land for 
only a one-car track to enter 
the plantation. Now, they have 
finished the project,” she said.

Keo Seima Wildlife Sanctu-
ary head Prum Vibol Ratanak 
said he had not yet arrived at 
the location to check on the 
bulldozing. But he said that 
the village and commune 
chiefs claimed the location 
is farmland belonging to ap-
proximately nine families. 

“To tell you the truth, my 
people are a small number 
and busy working. “[We] have 
not yet arrived at the location. 
I phoned to ask the commune 
chief about the land to con-
firm that it is not within the 
Andong Kraloeng village.

“Residents have relied on 
the land for their livelihood 
within the wildlife sanctuary. 
They planted big cashew trees 
already and some were planted 
as long ago as 1998,” he said.

Mondulkiri Provincial Hall 
spokesman Sok Sera said 
bulldozing the land to build 
a road was part of the provin-
cial hall’s project.

“We repaired the old road 
which was left behind since the 
French colonial era,” he said.

He added that a ground-
breaking ceremony for the 
road was attended by Mon-
dulkiri provincial governor 
Svay Sam Eang. But he doesn’t 
remember the length of the 
road.

Authorities say trees cleared 
in M’kiri sanctuary for road

UNESCO list request 
could help dolphins

The Mekong River is home to the Irrawaddy dolphin, an endangered species. wwf

Authorities say trees were bulldozed to make room for a new road. supplied

Senior UN human rights officials wary of state of emergency
Continued from page 1

assembly, and right to move-
ment as provided in the Inter-
national Covenant on Civil 
and Political Rights (ICCPR), 
ratified by Cambodia on May 
26, 1992,” the letter said.

It continued that the bill 
is not sufficiently focused 
on measures needed to ad-
dress legitimate public health 
needs, while its vague con-
tents threaten to violate Cam-
bodia’s international human 
rights obligations. 

“Further concern is in rela-
tion to the broadly-worded lan-
guage concerning power and 
penalty, including prison terms 
of up to 10 years for those found 
in violation of the law,” it said.

The UN officials also singled 
out Article 5, which allows 
the government to set prices 
on necessities and services, 
shut down public or private 
venues, conduct surveillance 
and gather information from 

all telecommunication medi-
ums by all means.

It also prohibits dissemina-
tion or publication of infor-
mation that may cause social 
chaos or harm to national se-
curity, fears or confusion over 
a state of emergency.

They said vaguely worded 
clauses in the draft law could 
be subject to misinterpreta-
tion or misapplication.

“While we do not wish to 
prejudge the accuracy of the 
information received, we ex-
press our deep concern with 

the far-reaching scope of the 
draft law and its impact on 
the enjoyment of civil and 
political rights.

“We are also concerned 
with the lack of an adequate 
oversight mechanism to pre-
vent, safeguard, and provide 
remedy in case there is an 
abuse of authority, as the 
government is only obliged 
to report about the measures 
taken to the National Assem-
bly and Senate.

“We encourage review and 
reconsideration of the scope of 
protected rights to be restricted 
by any emergency declaration, 
and clearly stated oversight of 
the authorities designed to ex-
ercise such restrictions.

“In particular, we encourage 
explicitly mandated judicial 
oversight for any restriction on 
fundamental rights during a 
state of emergency,” they said.

Government spokesperson 
Phay Siphan shrugged off the 
concerns, saying the law is in 

line with the Constitution.
“The law is a necessary com-

plement to what is stated in the 
Constitution. It’s the right and 
sovereignty of Cambodia. No 
NGOs, be it local or internation-
al, can interfere in Cambodia’s 
internal affairs and its enforce-
ment of the Constitution.

“They should not be overly 
concerned because even the US 
and the UK also have this law. 
Currently, four or five countries 
are enforcing this kind of law 
already, but Cambodia doesn’t 
have one yet. So Cambodia 
wants a similar rule of law and 
needs it,” he stressed.

Cambodian Human Rights 
Committee (CHRC) spokes-
person Chin Malin echoed 
Siphan. He said the UN offi-
cials should not be criticising 
the Kingdom for adopting the 
law when their home coun-
tries are also enforcing it.

The law, which he said is long 
overdue, follows international 
human rights standards and 

practices in other nations.
“The ICCPR [International 

Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights] and the Universal Dec-
laration of Human Rights pro-
vide for restrictions on citizens’ 
rights and freedom in a state of 
emergency. But the restrictions 
must be determined by law for 
the sake of public and com-
mon interests,” he said.

He said the government-
proposed measures and 
implementation in a state of 
emergency are not arbitrary 
and will be reviewed and 
monitored by the National 
Assembly and Senate. 

“If the National Assembly and 
Senate see that the measures 
are inappropriate and unnec-
essary, they will declare a halt 
to the state of emergency. So, 
the law doesn’t give absolute 
power to the government. 

“This is a parliamentary de-
mocracy,” he said, adding offi-
cials found breaking the law will 
also be held accountable.

Rhona Smith (left), special rapporteur on human rights in Cambodia, 
raised concerns about the new state of emergency law. hong menea
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Long Kimmarita

THE Ministry of posts and 
Telecommunications has 
put in motion two phone ap-
plications to further assist in 
the fight against the spread 
of Covid-19. The applications 
enable callers to phone 1250 
free of charge in addition to 
calling 115 to acquire reli-
able information on whether 
they might have the virus. 

The technology was pre-
pared by a team of research-
ers and the National institute 
of posts, Telecommunications 
and information Communi-
cation Technology under the 
ministry.

its minister, Chea Vandeth, 
announced on Monday the 
implementation of the two 
phone applications. 

in a Facebook post, the min-
istry said the applications in-
cluded OpenTraceKH, which 
is used to look for individu-
als who had previously come 
into contact with those who 
tested positive for Covid-19.

The Bluetooth-based pro-
gramme can track down re-
lationships in communities 
and create a record of indi-
viduals who had previously 
come into contact with each 
other. 

“another phone application 
is dubbed ‘Self Quarantine’ 
and is meant to identify and 
report the medical conditions 
of individuals who are subject 
to quarantine, the Facebook 
post said.

The director-general of the 
General Department of posts 
and Telecommunications, 
Tol Gnak, said on Wednesday 
that the programmes were 
established to further aid 
the Ministry of Health’s 115 
hotline, which has received a 
greater number of calls since 
the virus broke out.  

“Those who suspect them-
selves of having [Covid-19] 
can call the new number – 
1250. There are a lot of ques-
tions within the 14 days of 
quarantine. Who has come 
into contact with us and 
what are the symptoms?  if 
they make repeated calls, 
we can trace them and the 
locations of the callers,” 
Gnak said.

Because the system was 
just established and put into 
tentative use, he confirmed 
that the ministry is collabo-
rating with local phone com-
panies.

if a caller suspects himself 
or herself of having Covid-19, 
the system enables relevant 
officials including the Minis-
try of Health to intervene and 
arrive at the location immedi-
ately and locate other people 
via Bluetooth.

“The Cellcard and Smart 
systems have been put in 
motion and we are speed-
ing them up with help from 
some other operators.  When 
the two applications are op-
erating smoothly, we will 
hold a formal press confer-
ence highlighting how to use 
them,” he said.

Khouth Sophak Chakrya

FarMErS and the authorities 
in Svay rompear commune, 
Kampong leng district, Kam-
pong Chhnang province said 
they would continue to seek 
court permission to recover 
five tractors that authorities 
had impounded on March 
26, after a committee had in-
vestigated and acknowledged 
that the rice fields the locals 
were ploughing were old land 
that they had been farming 
since 1989. 

lvea village chief Nin Ngun 
said the court had released 
five villagers that Kampong 
Chhnang provincial mili-
tary police detained while 
they were driving tractors to 

plough the rice fields at Talat 
village, Svay rompear.

The Kampong Chhnang pro-
vincial Court released them 
on april 9 after intervention 
from the provincial governor 
Chhour Chandoeun. 

“District authorities ac-
knowledged that the rice fields 
in that area are those we have 
depended on since 1989. We 
did not just occupy them re-
cently. This acknowledgement 
gives justice to us farmers who 
depend on the rice fields for 
our farming which supports 
our livelihood,” Ngun said. 

Talat village representative 
Suth Seunh said releasing the 
five villagers was not enough 
and authorities must also give 
back the tractors.  

“We requested intervention 
from the provincial court to 
urge the military police to give 
back the five tractors so the 
farmers can plough the land 
before the rainy season’s ar-
rival,” he said.

provincial authorities on april 
13 checked and evaluated the 
location that the military police 
claimed was occupied land.

after the inspection and 
having listened to explana-
tions from 200 families on 
the history of the rice fields 
in the location and getting 
statements from the village, 
commune and district au-
thorities, the committee de-
cided to allow the villagers 
to continue farming as long 
as they don’t rent the land or 

attempt to sell it, Ngun said.
Kampong Chhnang provin-

cial Department of agricul-
ture, Forestry and Fisheries 
director Ngin Hun told The 
Post on Tuesday that accord-
ing to the inspection and ac-
knowledgement from local 
authorities about the history 
of the land, it was confirmed 
that the villagers have de-
pended on it since 1989.

Therefore, the commit-
tee acknowledged that the 
rice fields have always been 
farmed by them.

“according to the law, if farm-
ers depended on the land for 
a long time, sub-decree 1044 
states they can continue to de-
pend on the land but not sell it 
or occupy new land,” Hun said.

Kampong Chhnang pro-
vincial Department of Justice 
director Hang Socheat said he 
maintains his claim that the 
location was flooded forest 
that was newly occupied.

He said that during 1987, 
while he was a soldier, the 
land was flooded forest and 
his forces used to fight against 
the Khmer rouge there. From 
1990 to 1991 his forces again 
fought against the Khmer 
rouge at the location. 

“i swear that the region was 
flooded forest and no one did 
any farming there. i was sur-
prised when villagers and au-
thorities claimed that they did 
farming in this area since 1989. 
i have reported this case to the 
national level,” he said.

Ministry 
launches 
two virus 
aid apps

Kampong Chhnang villagers demand return of tractors

Food for everyone with collective farm

preah Sihanouk clean water suppliers warned 

Soth Koemsoeun

B
aNTEaY Srei district 
governor Khim Fi-
nan has spearhead-
ed a collective farm-

ing project on nearly 40ha in 
the district’s preah Dak com-
mune in Siem reap province 
to help feed some of the com-
munity’s poorest citizens.

Finan told The Post on 
Wednesday that the Covid-19 
pandemic has hurt families fi-
nancially and affected the daily 
lives of people in his district.

He said he believes the 
best option is to ensure food 
security for everyone in the 
community, especially for the 
most vulnerable – the poor, 
disabled and elderly.

Finan said all 39 families in 
O’Toteung and Thnal Toteung 
villages in preah Dak com-
mune have agreed in principle 
to give nearly 40ha of their rice 
fields to the district admin-
istration until the end of the 
year to pilot the project. 

The project will start with 
this year’s monsoon-season 
crop, during which rice is 
typically planted from May 
until July and harvested in 
December.

if it is successful, the project 
could continue for the sub-
sequent dry-season crops. 
During the dry season, rice is 

typically planted in Novem-
ber and harvested in January 
or February. 

For the first crop, owners 
will receive an amount of 
rice similar to their normal 
harvests, and the remain-
ing yields will be distributed 
among the poorest people in 
the community.

“For the collective farming 
project, we will use existing 
resources and borrow rice 

from locals who live near the 
source of the water, using ear-
ly-season rice,” Finan said. 

The project will be support-
ed by donated seeds, fertiliser, 
machinery and fuel. Volun-
teers will help with transplant-
ing and harvesting the rice. 

“The project is still in its test-
ing phase, and i hope the re-
sults will make it a model to be 
applied on a larger scale else-
where in the country, for greater 

collective benefit,” he said.
phin Thorng, a 47-year-old 

farmer from O’Toteung vil-
lage said on Wednesday that 
he has decided to join the 
collective farming project 
and expects to receive more 
rice than his family normally 
produces each year.

Thorng said he also wants 
to help society through rice 
farming by distributing the 
grain to people in need.

He said he has about 1ha of 
paddy fields near a water source 
and Finan wants to use the land 
as a site for the project. 

Every year, he said he harvests 
about nine or 10 sacks of rice.

Finan confirmed that if his 
paddy is harvested for the 
collective farming project, 
he would receive a similar 
amount.

“i support this project be-
cause, as the district governor 
explained to us, we won’t suf-
fer any losses, we’d only have 
to provide a small amount of 
labour for transplanting. 

rice seeds and machinery 
will be provided by charities. 
When we are all gathered, then 
we divide the harvest accord-
ing to the yields,” Thorng said.

pen an, a 48-year-old man 
from Thnal Toteung village, 
said on Wednesday that his 
1ha of paddy fields produce  
15 to 17 sacks of rice each year, 
but he only harvests once. 

if he participates in the col-
lective farming project with 
the district governor, he said 
he could be able to harvest 
twice a year.

“The governor’s idea is in line 
with Cambodia’s identity as an 
agricultural country. The farm-
ers, district administration 
and poorer people will profit. 
i hope this new rice scheme is 
successful,” he said.

Voun Dara

prEaH Sihanouk provincial governor 
Kuoch Chamroeun warned he would re-
voke the business licences of water com-
panies that do not collaborate with rel-
evant officials to expand their reservoirs.

He was speaking at a meeting to 
deal with water shortages faced by 
prey Nop district residents in Veal 
rinh and Samrung communes when 
he issued the warning.

Chamroeun told the companies to 
expand their reservoirs to store more 
water and guarantee sufficient use for 
the residents.

He also instructed the companies 
to collaborate with the provincial 
departments of rural Development; 
industry, Science, Technology and in-
novation; and Water resources and 
Meteorology to work efficiently.

“[The provincial authorities] will 
not allow the companies to conduct 
business if next year there are still wa-
ter shortage problems, even though 
the companies hold the licences from 
the Ministry of Commerce,” he said.

preah Sihanouk provincial Hall 
spokesman Kheang phearum con-
firmed on Wednesday that Veal rinh 
commune experienced water short-
ages and the residents ran into prob-
lems using water. 

The problem was caused by the 
weather and also the location of the 
companies’ reservoirs, he said. 

He said: “as measures, the provincial 
governor instructed the clean water 
supply service providers in the two 
communes to expand and restore res-
ervoirs to ensure that water supplies are 
enough to meet the residents’ needs.

“The governor also instructed the 

relevant officials to help and coordi-
nate collaboration to provide more 
technology to companies which ob-
tained the licences and ensure water 
supplies are sufficient.

“in case the companies cannot sup-
ply water for next year, they will have 
their licences revoked.”

Veal rinh commune chief Khov 
Thanith said that residents in his com-
mune have experienced water short-
ages since the first week of March.

The provincial governor acknowl-
edged the problem and allowed the 
companies to share water with resi-
dents to use first.

The district had two clean water pro-
duction companies. One of the two was 
supplying clean water downtown in Veal 
rinh and Samrung communes where 
the water shortages are most severe. 

He said: “The water shortage is be-

cause the reservoirs are too small. There 
are no sources to supply water except to 
pump it from wells. There are more than 
2,000 families in Veal rinh commune. 

“Water supplies have been bad since 
the dry season in early March until now. 
as the commune chief, i am really hap-
py to see intervention from the provin-
cial governor to solve this problem.”

a Veal rinh commune resident 
Uong Vuthy expressed delight at the 
governor’s intervention.

“Now, there is rainfall and we can 
collect some rainwater for use. But 
since March it has been very difficult. 
Water taps can’t be opened and it 
comes out slowly.

“it is very difficult to use. as a resi-
dent in the commune, i am really 
happy to see that the provincial gov-
ernor came down to help find a solu-
tion to the problem.”

Farmers in Preah Dak commune will test a collective farming system which will help feed some of the        
community’s poorest residents. supplied



Boy, aunt 
injured in 
petrol fire

A BOY sustained serious 
injuries on over half of 
his body while a woman 

sustained minor injuries after 
a petrol container stored in the 
kitchen caught fire in Prek Trorp 
village, Cholsa commune, Chol-
kiri district, Kampong Chhnang 
province on Wednesday morning.  

Cholsa commune police chief 
Mong Sitha said Som Sophanny, 
12, is a student at Prek Trorb 
primary school. The other victim 
was the boy’s aunt. She was also 
the person who saved him and 
put out the fire.

He said the house where the 
incident occurred ran a busi-
ness selling petrol, and that 
the boy’s parents always kept 
petrol in containers.

“There were people who 
went to buy petrol there, so the 
mother told the boy to pour the 
petrol from the container to a 
bottle for sale.

“In the kitchen, fire from a stove 
cooking rice touched the petrol, 
setting it on flames. 

The distance from the petrol 
container and the kitchen was 
less than one meter. The amount 
of petrol in the container was one 
litre,” Sitha said.

Neighbours immediately 
came to help the victims. 

They cut banana leaves to 
cover both victims to decrease 
the heat and sent them to the 
Cholkiri referral hospital, but 
the doctor there told relatives 
to send them to the Kampang 
Cham referral hospital, Sitha 
said.

“The boy’s aunt just had a mi-
nor burn but the boy was burnt 
on the left side of his body and 
chest,” he said. Kim Sarom

Niem Chheng

P
RIME Minister Hun Sen called 
on the World Health Organisa-
tion to continue helping Cam-
bodia and not be alarmed by 

the warnings of some countries.
Analysts said the prime minister was 

referring to the US, which announced 
on Tuesday that it would stop providing 
funding to the WHO.

In his remark at the 10th ASEAN Plus 
Three Summit with China, Japan and 
South Korea, hosted by video confer-
ence, Hun Sen praised the WHO’s 
actions in Cambodia and requested that 
its secretary-general continue working 
hard to combat Covid-19.

“I take this opportunity to thank the 
secretary-general and director-gen-
eral and also express our great appre-
ciation for the efforts that the WHO 
has been making.

“And I would like to convey to [him] that 
the representatives of the WHO in Cam-
bodia are highly responsible and work 
professionally. We hope that the secretary-
general will continue to try hard without 
caring about the warnings from some 
countries,” the prime minister said.

The ASEAN Plus Three Summit 
released a joint statement, including 
recognition for the WHO’s important 
role in the global campaign to moni-
tor and prevent the spread of Covid-
19, recognising the importance of 
implementing health measures under 
the international health regulations 
and noting the need for the WHO’s 
global health services in addressing 
public health challenges such as the 
Covid-19 disease.

With regard to the WHO, the ASEAN 
Plus Three committed to working close-
ly with it, international organisations 
and communities, on the global fight to 
prevent the spread and end the pan-
demic while addressing the critical soci-
etal and economic consequences and 
protecting the health of the people and 

maintaining sustainable growth.
Kin Phea, the director of the Royal 

Academy of Cambodia’s Internation-
al Relations Institute, said that Hun 
Sen’s comments were likely aimed at 
the US for accusing the WHO of not 
carrying out its duties and hiding the 
spread of Covid-19.

“Yesterday [Tuesday], the US 
announced it would stop providing 

grants to the WHO, to which it annu-
ally gives between $400 and $500 mil-
lion. Therefore, I think, more or less, 
his comments are targeted at countries 
that have been talking with the WHO,” 
Phea said.

He expressed the belief that the WHO’s 
cooperation with Cambodia is good and 
that the Cambodian government is 
pleased. However, he said other coun-

tries that are allies of the US also seem 
to be unhappy with it.

In his view, the Covid-19 global pan-
demic was not caused by the WHO, but 
the neglect of countries that have a 
high level or spread but failed to assess 
how disastrous the actual situation 
was, combined with the attitudes of the 
people, culture and decisions of the 
leaders in those countries.

Soth Koemsoeun

NATIONAL Police chief Neth 
Savoeun instructed all police 
officers on Tuesday to oppose 
the practice of using Cambo-
dian land as sanctuaries or 
bases to oppose neighbouring 
countries.

Savoeun also emphasised 
the importance of reducing 
crime and drug use in the 
Kingdom, adding that the 
Cambodian people support 
the action.

His remarks were made at 
the National Action Plan for 
2020 meeting at the General 
Commissariat of National 
Police. Held at the Commis-
sariat’s meeting hall, it was 
attended by officials under 
the Commissariat and pro-
vincial police. 

The Commissariat’s website 
quoted Savoeun as saying that 
the relevant police officers 
must strengthen order and 
security while ensuring safety 
and peace. 

Savoeun stressed that offic-
ers must prevent a colour 
revolution – a term used to 
describe various revolutions 
during the early 2000s – and 
prevent opposition members 
from taking Cambodian terri-
tory as a refuge or a position to 
act against neighbouring 
countries.

He advocated for the reduc-

tion of crimes, the suppression 
of drugs and called for a crack-
down on gangsters.

Sovoeun also spoke about the 
need to liberate women and 
children from sex trafficking.

Traffic laws must be enforced 
and officers must be trained, 
he said, before adding that he 
wanted all officers to strictly 
enforce a new sub-decree 
which increases fines for traf-
fic law violations. 

Sovoeun implored the Dis-

ciplinary Council to improve 
its operations by promoting 
and enhancing the capacity 
of officers by arranging local 
and international training 
courses.

He also urged the Police 
Friendly Association – a group 
dedicated to helping police 
officers who can’t work full 
time due to injuries or illness 
– to improve its efficiency.

Kandal provincial police chief 
Chhoeun Sochet attended the 

meeting but declined to com-
ment on the new directives.

Banteay Meanchey provin-
cial police chief Ath Khem said 
he would comply with the new 
orders. “I have nothing to say 
other than that I will follow the 
higher authorities,” he said. 

NGO Licadho’s vice-presi-
dent Am Sam Ath said on Tues-
day that he supported the new 
directives because Cambodia 
has full control of its sover-
eignty, and if any group intends 
to use the Kingdom’s territory 
as a backdrop to oppose other 
countries, the police and gov-
ernment officials must enforce 
the law.

“Our country is a sovereign, 
independent state. If anyone 
wants to take Cambodian ter-
ritory as a position against 
neighbouring countries, Cam-
bodia needs to be protected by 
law,” he said.

The issue of security and 
social order, he said, is the 
duty of the armed forces which 
has the authority to protect its 
citizens. 

Therefore, the armed forces 
also need to have good disci-
pline, good manners, an ethi-
cal attitude, and a strong work 
ethic, he said.

At the meeting, Savoeun 
told police officers to uphold 
their prestige by treating their 
profession with honour and 
dignity.

National
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Prime Minister Hun Sen on Tuesday lauded the work of the WHO in helping Cambodia. hun Sen’S FacebooK page

National Police chief Neth Savoeun  addresses the National Action Plan 
for 2020 meeting at the Commissariat’s meeting hall. police

Don’t be alarmed, PM tells the WHO

National Police issue new orders
Soth Koemsoeun

RATANAKKIRI provincial au-
thorities inspected an area 
around Post No 27 in Phik-
rom village, Sesan commune, 
O’Yadav district, to investigate 
illegal cross-border forestry of-
fences following rumours of 
timber being illegally transport-
ed via waterways to Vietnam.

Ratanakkiri military police 
commander Thav Yen con-
firmed on Wednesday that a 
mix of local and national forc-
es convened at the scene.

“We heard information 
about forestry offences along 
the border but so far we have 
not found anything. 

“We also invited the Vietnam-
ese side to talk about cracking 
down on border crimes togeth-
er. We have to help each other 
and Vietnam agreed to work 
with us,” he said.

He said after discussions 
with the Vietnamese officials, 
a joint commission conduct-
ed a search of the area for evi-
dence of timber smuggling.

However, there was no no-
ticeable activity, and no activ-
ity was seen on the waterway, 
which was silent.

Provincial deputy gover-
nor Lun Sopheap could not 
be reached for comment on 
Wednesday.

But Fresh News quoted a 
speech he gave on Wednesday 
during which he said his team 
had been in discussion with 
Vietnamese officials because 
Cambodian authorities had 
found several pieces of timber 
hidden in Vietnamese waters.

Vietnamese officials said 
they didn’t know if the timber 
was transported by boat from 
Cambodia or if it came from 
Vietnam.

Forestry activist Heng Sros 
said on Wednesday the area in 
Phikrom village is very sensi-
tive for forest crimes, and that 
traders had already cleared 
the area of timber before of-
ficials arrived. 

Sros said logging activities in 
Ratanakkiri had not decreased 
from 2016 to 2020.

He said he doesn’t believe lo-
cal and provincial officials are 
seriously trying to prevent for-
est crimes because they only 
patrol irregularly and drive 
along the highway.

“Our authorities patrol with 
10 or 20 people on normal 
streets or national roads, just 
like they were out on a hike. 
If you want to catch forest 
crimes, go into the forest and 
find the offender. But if you 
only drive on the street, there’s 
no hope of cracking down on 
forest crimes,” he said.

Investigation into 
forestry smuggling 
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Long Kimmarita

iN THE first three months of 
this year, the Ministry of pub-
lic Works and Transport has 
implemented the procure-
ment agreement on Bridge 
and road repairs by allocat-
ing financial credits from last 
year for 12 projects at a cost of 
50 billion riel ($12.4 million).

its report on april 14 said 
the ministry plans to build 
44.541km of rubber roads 
and prepare 2km of drainage 
systems and other infrastruc-
tures in various provinces 
such as Kandal, Kep, ratanak-
kiri, prey Veng and Kratie.

The 50 billion riel will be 
expanded for four projects 
directly under the ministry’s 
Department of public Works 
and Transport, seven projects 
under its provincial/munici-
pal offices and one under its 
Engineering Unit.

“Until March 31, the Ministry 
has implemented the procure-
ment agreement on Bridge and 
road repairs which will use 
financial credits from last year 
for 12 projects. Of these, five 
have already been approved by 
the Ministry of Economy and 
Finance while another seven 
are under review,” it said.

Ministry spokesman Vasim 
Sorya told The Post on Wednes-
day that the report represents 
transparency in the way the 
ministry carries out its func-
tions after receiving approval 

from the Ministry of Economy 
and Finance to implement the 
projects funded by the previ-
ous year’s credit.

He said generally, the min-
istry’s procurement Unit will 
prepare plans that will be 
adjusted during each three-
month review. “The adjust-
ments are duly documented 
and helps us conduct compar-
isons on effective work flows 
and to facilitate follow-ups 
with our partners,” he said.

Sim Sorya said this three-
month report is just a first-step 
to indicate the bridge and road 
repairs that will be carried out 
throughout the Kingdom this 
year. after this, each project 
will be handed over to qualified 
firms that win the projects.

institute for road Safety 
director Kong ratanak said 
previously, he hardly re-
ceived any notification from 
the ministry about projects it 
plans to implement. 

He said when the ministry in-
forms the public of the specific 
project and the cost involved, it 
is a good step in transparency 
and shows responsibility in 
managing taxpayers money.

“at least, we know how much 
is spent for a particular road 
and can do a quality compari-
son as it involves an evaluation 
of the work that the builder 
has carried out. Best of all, we 
can follow up on the work to 
ensure we get the quality that 
is paid for,” he said.

Five road and bridge 
projects get approval

lorry topples over in Takeo
Ry Sochan

a 
lOrrY carrying 28 
female factory work-
ers overturned on 
National road 2 in 

Traing district’s prey Sloek 
commune, Takeo province on 
Wednesday, causing minor in-
juries to 20, authorities said.

Traing district governor 
Chhuon phanny told The Post 
on Wednesday that the lorry 
crashed because the driver 
was unable to steer it due to a 
technical error.

The 20 injured workers 

were taken to hospital.
phanny said the lorry left 

Kiri Vong district and was 
speeding as it headed to a fac-
tory in Tram Kak district.

He said the driver did not 
properly inspect the lorry before 
its departure, and also ques-
tioned events after the accident.

“First of all, the police chief 
and his deputy [in charge of 
traffic] travelled to the scene 
and found only five injured 
workers with minor injuries. 
There was nothing seriously 
wrong among the 28 workers. 
But later, when they reached 

the hospital there were up to 
20 injured workers,” he said.

The overturned truck was 
transported to the Traing dis-
trict police office, where it will 
be inspected further.

The driver was not injured and 
was taken to the police office for 
questioning, phanny said.

Traing district police chief 
Than phal could not be 
reached for comment.

Cambodian labour Confed-
eration president ath Thorn 
told The Post that workers are 
usually the ones who suffer 
in accidents caused by driv-

ers ignoring technical checks, 
overloading their lorries with 
people, and disobeying traffic 
laws.

“The ministries of interior 
and public Works and Trans-
port should ensure that ve-
hicles are technically sound 
and that drivers are profes-
sional and committed to driv-
ing safely,” Thorn said.

He requested the govern-
ment to closely inspect vehi-
cles, monitor drivers properly 
and prepare roads and signs 
clearly to avoid similar traffic 
accidents.

The lorry carrying 28 female factory workers overturned on National Road 2 causing minor injuries to 20. supplied



Gov’t set to finalise antitrust, competition draft law
Thou Vireak

THE government will soon 
finalise a draft law on antitrust 
and competition, and submit it 
to the National Assembly for 
approval, Ministry of Com-
merce senior official told The 
Post on Wednesday.

Its General Department of Con-
sumer Protection, Competition 
and Fraud Prevention director-
general Phan Oun said a depart-
mental working group on Mon-
day discussed investigative 
procedures under Chapter 4 and 
penalties under Chapter 6.

The ministry submitted the 

draft articles to the Ministry of 
Justice for approval before they 
are set to be discussed at the 
Office of the Council of Minis-
ters.

“The draft law on antitrust and 
competition is very useful for 
business. First, it promotes fair 
trade relations. Second, it 
increases economic efficiency in 
doing business in Cambodia,” he 
said.

Commerce ministry spokes-
man Seang Thay told The Post 
that an inter-ministerial com-
mittee had previously discussed 
the law at the Office of the 
Council of Ministers.

He said the justice ministry 
was currently reviewing the final 
chapter, which covers penalties.

“After it approves the final chap-
ter, we will take the draft to the 
plenary session of the Council of 
Ministers and then submit it to the 
National Assembly. We hope the 
law will be finalised soon,” he said, 
adding that the law comprises 
seven chapters and 47 articles.

Hong Vannak, a business 
researcher at the Royal Acade-
my of Cambodia, said if the law 
is ratified, the Kingdom would 
attract more foreign investors 
and ease their worries in trade 
dispute resolutions.

May Kunmakara

CAMbODIA Securities 
Exchange- (CSX-) listed 
Phnom Penh Autonomous 
Port (PPAP) reported a strong 
business performance in the 
first quarter of this year as its 
revenue increased 29.64 per 
cent compared to the same 
period last year.

The port logged $7.61 mil-
lion in revenue in the quarter, 
up from last year’s $5.87 mil-
lion, it said in an un-audited 
financial report filed to the 
CSX on Tuesday.

The breakdown of business 
and service results of the port 
for the first quarter were – 
930,023 tonnes of cargo, natu-
ral gas and fuel oil was shipped 
via the port, up three per cent 
year-on-year; 625 cargo ves-
sels used the port, up 14 per 
cent; and 74,333 containers 
were shipped, up 26 per cent.

However, passengers using 
the port dropped by 22 per cent 
while the number of passenger 
boats fell seven per cent.

PPAP is one of two interna-
tional ports in Cambodia and 
is the largest river port oper-

ator listed on CSX.  
It operates four main termi-

nals – the container terminal 
(LM17), the multi-purpose 
terminal (TS3), the passenger 
terminal (TS1) and the Tonle 
bet terminal (UM2).

CSX vice-chairman and 
chief operating officer Ha 
Jong-weon told The Post that 
Cambodia’s stock market has 
seen a slight rebound after 
the Covid-19 shocks over the 
past few months.

“Our market is looking a bit 
better since our market index 
increased to 593.10 on April 10 

from 590.29 on April 1, equal 
to a 0.48 per cent increase.

“As you can see, as long as 
we keep listing more compa-
nies, the trade volume will 
keep increasing.

“I believe that those com-
panies will increase our mar-
ket liquidity, boost our daily 
trading volume, and may give 
a signal that it is the right 
time for those who have not 
yet listed on the CSX to start 
preparing an initial public 
offering plan,” said Ha.

The CSX index eventually 
surpassed 603.73 points to 

close at 612.37 points on 
Wednesday after a notable fluc-
tuation in the past month. It 
increased by 1.43 per cent com-
pared to closing on Tuesday.

PPAP, Sihanoukville Auton-
omous Port (PAS) and Grand 
Twins International (Cambo-
dia) Plc (GTI) stocks soared to 
13,800 riel ($3.42), 2,370 riel 
and 4,060 riel, respectively. 

Meanwhile, Phnom Penh 
Special Economic Zone Plc 
(PPSP) stocks held firm at 2,370 
riel and Phnom Penh Water 
Supply Authority (PWSA) 
stocks stayed at 5,960 riel.

THE PHNOM PENH POST  APRIL  16, 2020  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM6

Business
USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,073 1.3993 7.0624 107.36 4.3390 1.4217  32.61 0.6343 1.0935 1.2516

Government 
to stock food, 
help farmers 
Thou Vireak

T
HE government will 
ensure food secu-
rity and sustainabil-
ity in the Kingdom 

as it tackles the spread of 
Covid-19, Ministry of Agri-
culture, Forestry and Fish-
eries spokesman Srey Vuthy 
said on Wednesday.

He told The Post that the 
ministry had been preparing 
to stock around 130 tonnes 
of pork per day for the next 
three months.

“The government will sit 
down with importers and 
discuss buying pork for 
stock, granting them con-
cessions to do so.

“The ministry will provide 
raisers with animals – particu-
larly poultry which generate a 
quick return of profit – and feed 
to further expand their produc-
tion capacities,” said Vuthy.

At the same time, Cam-
bodia can supply 716,113 
tonnes of vegetables per 

year, accounting for 68 per 
cent of total demand, he 
said. The remaining 32 per 
cent must be imported from 
neighbouring countries.

“The government has is-
sued a number of measures to 
maintain food security during 
the coronavirus pandemic.

“These include locating 
potential sites to grow veg-
etables and enough water 
sources to carry out produc-
tion throughout the year, as 
well as selecting potential 
communities with sufficient 
capacity to produce veg-
etables at a large-scale,” said 
Vuthy.

He said the ministry will 
provide farmers – especially 
poor ones – the necessary 
seeds, vegetables, equip-
ment and modern technolo-
gy and agricultural practices 
to increase the production 
of safe vegetables.

It will work on a farming 
calendar to best meet the 
market’s demand for veg-

etable farmers, he said.
On April 5, the Ministry of 

Economy and Finance set 
up an ad hoc working group 
to manage supply and stra-
tegic commodities prices 
during the fight against the 
Covid-19 disease.

The working group com-
prises officials from the 
ministries of Economy and 
Finance; Commerce; Indus-
try, Science, Technology and 

Innovation; and Agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries.

Cambodia Rice Federa-
tion vice-president Chan 
Sokheang said all members 
have stocked enough paddy 
and milled rice to maintain 
food security and sustainabil-
ity amid the health crisis.

“We have enough rice pre-
pared for the Covid-19 pan-
demic and have noted that 
there have been no signifi-

cant changes in rice prices 
on the domestic market re-
cently,” said Sokheang.

Vuthy said annual local 
demand for meat is 290,000 
tonnes – 82,000 tonnes of 
beef, 153,000 tonnes of pork, 
54,000 tonnes of poultry and 
165 tonnes of other meat.

The Kingdom is able to pro-
duce around 239,000 tonnes 
of meat, or 82 per cent of de-
mand.

The government will provide farmers the necessary seeds, vegetables, equipment and modern 
technology and agricultural practices to increase the production of safe vegetables. post staff

The government is in the process of finalising a draft law on 
antitrust and competition. post staff

PPAP logs 29.64 per cent gain in Q1 revenue

bourses tank 
around the 
world, price of 
oil plummets
ASIAN and European stocks sank on 
Wednesday as the coronavirus infects 
the global economic outlook, while 
oil prices dived as Opec-led output 
cuts were deemed insufficient to soak 
up a vast supply glut.

Sentiment turned sour on Wednes-
day on grim warnings over the eco-
nomic impact of the coronavirus.

Investors also fretted on news that 
US President Donald Trump had fro-
zen US funding for the World Health 
Organisation (WHO) over its han-
dling of the crisis.

Top stock markets across Europe 
each shed more than two per cent, as 
collapsing oil prices sent the energy 
sector tumbling.

The dollar meanwhile clawed back 
some ground versus rival currencies, 
having been slammed so far this 
week by recent US Federal Reserve 
virus stimulus cash.

Asian equities sank as investors fret-
ted over the current uncertain climate, 
while energy companies there also 
took a hammering.

Shanghai finished down 0.6 per cent 
and Hong Kong was 1.2 per cent low-
er despite export data on Tuesday 
showing Chinese trade volumes had 
fallen less than feared.

Tokyo slid 0.5 per cent after a sharp 
rise in the last session, with a stronger 
yen weighing on investor sentiment.

Sydney ended 0.4 per cent lower and 
Singapore fell 0.3 per cent, but Seoul shot 
up 1.7 per cent as South Korea voted in 
national parliamentary elections.

London Capital Group analyst Jasper 
Lawler said: “The mood has darkened 
since the IMF’s [International Mone-
tary Fund’s] doom-laden global reces-
sion prediction and Donald Trump’s 
decision to cut WHO funding.”

Wall Street stocks had jumped on 
Tuesday on signs that new Covid-19 
cases had fallen in some of the country’s 
biggest hotspots including New York.

However, the Washington-based IMF 
forecast the global economy would 
shrink three per cent this year and the 
US economy, the world’s biggest, is set 
to contract by 5.9 per cent.

The IMF said it would be the worst 
global downturn since the Great 
Depression of the 1930s.

CMC Markets analyst Michael Hew-
son said: “Yesterday’s assessment by 
the IMF of the pandemic impact was 
an eye-watering assessment of the 
effect recent lockdowns are likely to 
have on global economic activity.”

The benchmark West Texas Inter-
mediate oil contract hit $19.20 per 
barrel, the lowest level in 18 years.

Oil extended Tuesday’s 10 per cent 
slump, despite the weekend deal by 
producer nations to cut output by 
nearly 10 million barrels per day from 
next month.

Investors fear the agreement does 
not go far enough to offset the global 
lockdown’s hit to the transport sector 
while rapidly shrinking storage capac-
ity around the world caused by the 
glut looms ever larger.

Trump hinted earlier this week 
that around 20 million barrels daily 
could eventually be removed from 
the market. afp
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THE ongoing pandemic is a 
once-in-a-century event that 
will split our historical time-
line into pre- and post-Covid-
19 eras. Nowhere is this truer 
than in the Bangkok office 
market, where the behaviour 
and the use of space will radi-
cally change within a period 
of less than a year, said CBrE 
Thailand office advisory and 
transaction services head 
roongrat Veeraparkkaroon.

“For many years now, com-
panies have been exploring re-
mote work or work-from-home 
strategies to either minimise 
costs or cope with the changes 
of millennial behaviour during 
the pre-Covid-19 period.

“at this time, almost every 
company … is being forced 
to undertake this new way of 
working without a choice,” 
said roongrat.

Companies are now ex-
perimenting with work-from-
home policy and realising that 
it can work for certain business 
functions, she said. This means 
that the post-Covid-19 work-
place will likely be more agile, 
combining a permanent office 
as well as work-from-home, 
and a co-working space.

The outbreak is acting as 
a catalyst, giving companies 
a clear view of whether new 
working policies they had al-
ready been considering actu-
ally work, she said.

Businesses are also in the 
process of identifying which 
platforms or infrastructure 
they are missing to support re-
mote work, meaning tech ser-
vices companies will be among 
the first beneficiaries after the 
storm has passed, she added.

“Many organisations will be 
looking for satellite offices and 
cloud-based platforms as a 
business continuity plan [BCp] 
to ensure their businesses will 
not go dark if their headquar-
ters can’t be accessed.

“Co-working space will be 
one of the best choices in this 

case as the company can rent 
space on demand only when 
needed. However, in the post-
Covid-19 world, co-working 
space operators will need solid 
measures to assure users that 
their spaces are safe and well-
prepared,” said roongrat.

Showing workplace agility 
during the pandemic, some 
Bangkok-based organisations 
have been renting meeting or 
conference rooms in hotels for 
weeks, as their backup meet-
ing spaces, she said.

“agile workplaces, where 
collaboration and engage-
ment are encouraged, was 
already a hot topic in the pre-
Covid-19 world. initially, the 
agile workplace might sound 
like a high-risk option for 
companies at this time.

“However, as the name sug-
gests, the agile workplace or 
‘activity-based work areas’ can 
be easily reconfigured to sup-
port social distancing strate-
gies and split teams within 
offices. paperless offices make 
this transition even more 
seamless,” she said.

in the bigger picture, she 
said, many office develop-
ments in Bangkok will be de-
layed as construction activi-
ties are halted or postponed 
amid the outbreak.

it is also possible that devel-
opment plans will be revised 
to make projects more appeal-
ing in the post-Covid-19 era 
with better property manage-
ment systems, air filtration for 
the pM2.5 still lingering over 
Bangkok, or a well-thought-
out BCp to support the ten-
ants, she added.

She noted that ‘agile’ and 
‘adaptive’ will be key words 
in the post-Covid-19 office 
market, not only to increase 
efficiency of workplaces but 
also to prepare businesses for 
any unforeseen events and 
changes that could occur in 
the future. THE NATION (THAILAND)/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Bangkok office scene 
will ‘change forever’ 
in post-Covid-19 era

Cambodia’s construction 
sector continues to go up
Hin Pisei

T
HE value of approved 
construction projects 
skyrocketed 47 per 
cent year-on-year to 

$1.996 billion in the first two 
months of this year, fuelled 
mainly by the housing devel-
opment sector, the Ministry 
of Economy and Finance said 
earlier this week.

it said the Ministry of land 
Management, Urban plan-
ning and Construction is-
sued construction permits to 
728 projects in the first two 
months – up 28.1 per cent 
from 568 in the year-ago pe-
riod – covering a total of 4.2 
million square metres, up 34 
per cent year-on-year.

Huy Vanna, secretary-gen-
eral of advisory firm Housing 
Development association of 
Cambodia, told The Post on 

Wednesday that there had 
been a rise in both new and 
existing home construction 
activity during the period.

investors and stakeholders 
reported no concerns or issues 
with funding or the supply of 
construction materials, he said.

“Early this year, both ground-
ed residential construction 
projects and other major proj-
ects were very active and mov-
ing forward,” said Vanna.

However, he noted that the 
situation has been steadily 
changing as the Covid-19 
pandemic tightens its grip 
across the world.

When asked about the out-
look for the sector for the rest 
of the year, Vanna said: “i have 
not yet formed my hypothesis 
on how the Cambodian con-
struction sector will develop 
this year. it depends on how 
long the disease persists.”

Cambodia Constructors 
association general manager 
and secretary Chiv Sivpheng 
could not be reached for 
comment on Wednesday.

However, he told The Post 
last week that the sector had 
seen good momentum despite 
the pandemic, both in phnom 
penh and the provinces. 

However, the recent confir-
mation of Covid-19 cases has 
thrown a wrench into project 
schedules, he said. “at the be-
ginning of the year, before the 
outbreak of the Covid-19 dis-
ease, the construction sector 
in Cambodia showed gradual 
acceleration.”

last month, land ministry 
spokesman Seng lot said the 
sector grew in the first two 
months, both in terms of in-
vestment capital and the num-
ber of construction permit ap-
plications filed at the ministry. 

“as of the end of February, 
we have not seen any slow-
down in the construction sec-
tor in Cambodia. instead, the 
number of construction proj-
ects proposed is increasing 
and investment capital has 
nearly doubled,” said lot.

it remains unclear what im-
pact the outbreak would have 
on the sector from March on-
ward, he said, adding that a 
team of experts under the min-
istry were cautiously waiting to 
further assess the situation.

He noted that the foreign 
nationals currently invest-
ing in the sector hail from 18 
countries, led by the Chinese, 
South Koreans and Japanese.

The total investment in the 
Kingdom’s construction sec-
tor reached $11.43 billion last 
year, up 98.74 per cent com-
pared to 2018’s $5.31 billion, 
said a land ministry report.

A couple rides past rising condominium towers in Phnom Penh as the city’s construction boom continues.  HONg mENEA

Hanoi’s once-hot property market sputters, says CBrE
HaNOi’S property market in the first 
quarter of this year saw a low level of 
new launch supply in the condomin-
ium segment due to the Covid-19 
outbreak, said real estate investment 
group CBrE Vietnam.

New launch supply in the quarter 
was limited at about 1,600 units, 
down 86 per cent year-on-year. The 
new launches mostly came from 
follow-on launches and were mainly 
located in the western and eastern 
regions of the Vietnamese capital.

“This was the lowest new launch 
supply over the past nine years,” 
CBrE Vietnam manager Do Van anh 
said last week at an online press con-
ference releasing the quarterly report 
on Hanoi’s real estate market in the 
first quarter.

Eight projects offered products in 
the first quarter, she said, low com-
pared with the quarterly average of 
25-30 projects in 2017-2019.

She added that first quarter sales in 

the Hanoi condominium market 
were the lowest since 2013 at around 
2,100 units.

Of these, sales of new launch sup-
ply in the quarter reached a mere 
30-40 per cent, lower than last year’s 
quarterly average of 40-45 per cent.

Sales activities have slowed across 
the segment as local buyers avoid 
coming to crowded sales events while 
travel bans restrict purchases from 
foreign buyers.

“The pandemic prevented foreign 
customers from coming to Hanoi to 
conduct their transactions or to study 
the market so the housing market for 
foreign customers did not have sig-
nificant development in the first quar-
ter,” Van anh told Viet Nam News.

Foreign buyers’ house trading 
activities in the quarter were mostly 
implemented before the Tet (lunar 
New Year) holiday, she said.

“in the future, foreign buyers will 
have high demand for apartments. 

Many investors from Hong Kong, Tai-
wan and South Korea are still inter-
ested in the Hanoi housing market. 
The housing price in Hanoi is com-
petitive compared to other regional 
countries,” said Van anh.

The report said the average selling 
price in the primary market in the 
first quarter this year was recorded at 
$1,365 per square metre, up by four 
per cent year-on-year.

There were several high-end projects 
in locations such as Tu liem and Thanh 
Xuan districts that didn’t launch on 
schedule, but the pricing of follow-on 
launches remained constant making 
the primary pricing level stable com-
pared to the previous quarter.

post-sales activity, especially prop-
erty management, has become more 
important in recent years and is set 
to take on a new dimension following 
the Covid-19 pandemic, said CBrE.

End-users and investors now expect 
higher standards of property man-

agement, with increasing demand for 
better sanitisation practices and 
attention to other hygiene-related 
issues, it said.

looking forward, licensing issues, 
credit tightening and the Covid-19 
pandemic are set to weigh on new 
condominium supply and demand 
this year.

“The state of the market will large-
ly depend on how quickly the pan-
demic will end. Until then, the mar-
ket’s resilience will be tested as 
developers, investors and end-buyers 
adopt the ‘wait-and-see’ approach,” 
said CBrE Vietnam Hanoi branch 
director Nguyen Hoai an.

Van anh said that assuming the 
pandemic ends by the end of the sec-
ond quarter this year, Hanoi is 
expected to see the addition of 
approximately 27,000-28,000 units 
this year.

in terms of location, the west 
remains the main focus, but the east 

(Hanoi’s Gia lam district or Hung Yen 
province’s Van Giang district) will be 
the second main source of new sup-
ply this year, she said.

Slow purchasing momentum in the 
first half of this year may pull down 
the annual total of sold units to about 
24,000 in Hanoi from the previous 
projected level of 31,000 units.

in a worse scenario or if the pan-
demic is not contained before the 
end of the third quarter, new launch 
and sold units are expected to lower 
to about 14,000 units and 9,000 units 
respectively, equal to only 30-40 per 
cent of the level of new supply and 
demand last year, she said.

The selling price is forecast to 
reduce to about $1,300 per square 
metre, down by six per cent year-on-
year as high-end projects might delay 
their launches until next year and 
existing projects might offer more 
competitive pricing to attract buyers. 
VIET NAm NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK
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SOUTH Korean voters turned out 
in force on Wednesday despite 
the coronavirus threat, putting 
on compulsory face masks and 
gloves to cast their ballots in a 
parliamentary election.

South Korea is among the first 
countries with a major virus out-
break to hold a national vote 
since the global pandemic began, 
and a raft of safety measures were 
in place around the poll.

The parliamentary election – 
widely expected to bolster the 
ruling Democratic party’s posi-
tion – kicked off with 43.9 million 
voters eligible to cast ballots.

Voters in obligatory masks 
lined up at least 1m apart outside 
polling stations and had their 
temperatures checked before 
being allowed in.

all had to clean their hands 
with sanitiser and don plastic 
gloves, while those with fevers 
cast their ballots in separate 
booths that were disinfected after 
each use.

“it is done very well,” said 80-year-
old voter Kim Gwang-woo.

“Because of the coronavirus, 
people are keeping their distance 
and everyone is wearing 
gloves.”

For a time, the country had the 
world’s second-largest outbreak, 
before it was largely brought 
under control through wide-
spread testing and a contact-
tracing drive, along with widely 
observed social distancing. 

Those self-quarantining at 
home will be allowed to vote 
immediately after the polls close 
at 6:00pm (0900 GMT), as long as 
they do not show virus symp-
toms, and must return to their 
residences by 7:00pm.

Special polling stations were 
set up at eight central quarantine 
facilities at the weekend to ena-
ble the confined to vote.

But anyone who is staying at 
home and has developed symp-
toms is effectively disenfran-
chised.

Campaigning was also affected 
by the outbreak – instead of the 
traditional handshakes and dis-
tributing of name cards, candi-
dates kept their distance from 
citizens, bowing and offering an 
occasional fist bump. 

Many turned to online media 
such as YouTube and instagram 
to connect with voters, while 
some even volunteered to disin-
fect parts of their constituencies.

a survey conducted by Gallup 
Korea last week showed that 27 per 
cent of respondents were reluctant 
to vote due to the epidemic.

But 72 per cent said they were 
not worried, and a high turnout 
had been expected after 11.7 mil-
lion people, including president 
Moon Jae-in, voted early over the 
weekend.

Turnout had reached 56.5 per 
cent at 3:00 pm, 10 percentage 
points up on the same time at the 
last parliamentary elections in 
2016. AFP

Small steps taken to ease lockdown 
rules, iMF predicts deep recession
W

OrlD leaders 
weighed easing 
lockdowns that 
threaten to tip 

the global economy into a 
second Great Depression.

The death toll from the 
pandemic has topped 
129,000, with nearly two mil-
lion people infected by the 
disease that has upended 
society and changed lives 
for billions confined to their 
homes around the globe.

World leaders are agonis-
ing over when to lift lockdown 
measures to jump-start devas-
tated economies but still avoid 
a second wave of infections.

and with the world battling 
to get on top of the pandem-
ic, Trump fired a broadside at 
the World Health Organisa-
tion (WHO) – based in Gene-
va, Switzerland – and halted 
payments that amounted to 
$400 million last year.

Funding would be fro-
zen pending a review into 
the WHO’s role in “severely 
mismanaging and covering 
up the spread of the coro-
navirus”, said Trump, who 
accused the body of putting 
“political correctness above 
life-saving measures”.

The outbreak could have 
been contained “with very 
little death” if the WHO had 
accurately assessed the situa-
tion in China, where the dis-
ease broke out late last year, 
charged Trump.

He earned a rebuke from the 
head of the UN and entrepre-
neur Bill Gates who tweeted 
that cutting funding was “as 
dangerous as it sounds”.

The president’s controversial 
attack came as the US counted 
a record of 2,228 victims over 
the past 24 hours, a tally kept 
by Baltimore-based Johns 
Hopkins University shows.

Nevertheless, Trump vowed 
to reboot large sections of the 
world’s top economy “very 
soon”, saying the US would 
reopen “in beautiful little 
pieces”, with the hardest-hit 
areas such as New York tak-
ing slightly longer. 

The international Monetary 
Fund (iMF) laid bare the scale 
of the economic catastrophe, 
saying the “Great lockdown” 
could wipe $9 trillion from the 
global economy in its worst 
downturn since the 1930s 
Great Depression.

in a blog post, iMF chief 
economist Gita Gopinath 
said: “This is a truly global 
crisis as no country is spared 
… Much worse growth out-
comes are possible and may-
be even likely.

“This would follow if the 
pandemic and containment 
measures last longer, emerg-

ing and developing econo-
mies are even more severely 
hit, tight financial conditions 
persist, or if widespread scar-
ring effects emerge due to 
firm closures and extended 
unemployment,” she said.

indonesian Minister of Fi-
nance Sri Mulyani indrawati 
on Tuesday said up to 3.78 
million indonesians will fall 
into poverty and 5.2 million 
will lose their jobs during the 
pandemic, reported The Ja-
karta Post.

The virus-hit Chinese econ-
omy, second only to the US 
in size, likely contracted for 
the first time in around three 
decades in the first quarter, 
showed an aFp poll of econo-
mists on Wednesday.

With tentative hope the 
pandemic could be past 
its peak in some European 
hotspots, many countries are 

gradually lifting restrictions – 
to mixed reception.

italy, one of the hardest-hit 
nations, allowed bookshops, 
launderettes, stationers and 
children’s clothing retailers to 
re-open, but many business 
owners chose to stay shut.

Spain has allowed work to 
restart in some factories and 
construction sites, Denmark 
opened schools on Wednes-
day after a month-long clo-
sure while Germany was 
expected to ease some lock-
down measures.

also on Wednesday, the EU 
was poised to suggest a coordi-
nated “road map” for member 
states to exit the lockdown.

Citizens elsewhere, how-
ever, braced for several more 
weeks of restrictions – in-
cluding in india, whose 1.3 
billion people will remain in 
lockdown until May 3 despite 

uproar from millions of un-
supported poor.

as the virus appeared to be 
on the retreat in some parts 
of richer Europe, it is slowly 
taking hold in africa, which 
has seen 15,000 cases and 800 
deaths continent-wide – with 
fears over growing hunger 
and possible social unrest.

“a lockdown is unenforce-
able and unsustainable across 
much of africa,” said Jakkie 
Cilliers at the pretoria-based 
institute for Security Studies.

“You are trying to do some-
thing that is not possible, and 
you are condemning people 
to a choice between starving 
and getting sick. it’s not pos-
sible for 10 people living in a 
tin shack . . . to not go outside 
for three weeks,” he said.

a similar crisis is emerging in 
Ecuador, where hunger trumps 
fear of the virus for residents in 
rundown areas of the badly af-
fected city of Guayaquil. 

“The police come with a 
whip to send people run-
ning, but how do you say to 
a poor person ‘Stay home’ 
if you don’t have enough to 
eat?” said Carlos Valencia, a 
35-year-old teacher.

Meanwhile, the UN on 
Tuesday warned that around 
117 million children world-
wide risk contracting measles 
because dozens of countries 
are curtailing their vaccina-
tion programmes as they 
battle Covid-19. 

Currently, 24 countries, 
including several already 
dealing with large measles 
outbreaks, have suspended 
widespread vaccinations, the 
WHO and the UN’s children’s 
fund UNiCEF said.

an additional 13 countries 
have had their vaccination 
programmes interrupted due 
to Covid-19. AFP

Harvard study: Social distancing until 2022
a ONE-TiME lockdown won’t 
halt the novel coronavirus 
and repeated periods of social 
distancing may be required 
into 2022 to prevent hospitals 
from being overwhelmed, 
Harvard scientists who mod-
elled the pandemic’s trajec-
tory said on Tuesday.

Their study comes as the US 
enters the peak of its Covid-19 
caseload and states eye an 
eventual easing of tough lock-
down measures.

The Harvard team’s compu-
ter simulation, which was pub-
lished in a paper in the journal 
Science, assumed that Covid-
19 will become seasonal, like 
closely related coronaviruses 
that cause the common cold, 
with higher transmission rates 
in colder months.

But much remains unknown, 
including the level of immu-

nity acquired by previous 
infection and how long it lasts, 
the authors said.

lead author Stephen Kissler 
told reporters: “We found that 
one-time social distancing 
measures are likely to be 
insufficient to maintain the 
incidence of Sars-CoV-2 with-
in the limits of critical care 
capacity in the United States.

“What seems to be neces-
sary in the absence of other 
sorts of treatments are inter-
mittent social distancing peri-
ods,” he said.

Widespread viral testing 
would be required in order to 
determine when the thresh-
olds to re-trigger distancing 
are crossed, said the authors.

The duration and intensity of 
lockdowns can be relaxed as 
treatments and vaccines 
become available. But in their 

absence, on and then off dis-
tancing would give hospitals 
time to increase critical care 
capacity to cater for the surge 
in cases that would occur when 
the measures are eased.

“By permitting periods of 
transmission that reach high-
er prevalence than otherwise 
would be possible, they allow 
an accelerated acquisition of 
herd immunity,” said co-au-
thor Marc lipsitch.

Conversely, too much social 
distancing without respite can 
be a bad thing. Under one 
modelled scenario “the social 
distancing was so effective 
that virtually no population 
immunity is built”, the paper 
said, hence the need for an 
intermittent approach.

The authors acknowledged a 
major drawback in their model 
is how little we currently know 

about how strong a previously 
infected person’s immunity is 
and how long it lasts.

at present, the best guesses 
based on closely-related coro-
naviruses are that it will confer 
some immunity, for up to about 
a year. There might also be 
some cross-protective immu-
nity against Covid-19 if a person 
is infected by a common cold-
causing betacoronavirus.

One thing, however, is 
almost certain – the virus is 
here to stay. The team said it 
was highly unlikely that immu-
nity will be strong enough and 
last long enough that Covid-19 
will die out after an initial 
wave, as was the case with the 
Sars outbreak of 2002-2003.

antibody tests that have just 
entered the market and look 
for whether a person has been 
previously infected will be cru-

cial in answering these vital 
questions about immunity, 
they argued, and a vaccine 
remains the ultimate weapon.

Outside experts praised the 
paper even as they emphasised 
how much remained unknown.

University of Edinburgh 
infectious disease epidemi-
ologist Mark Woolhouse said: 
“This is an excellent study that 
uses mathematical models to 
explore the dynamics of Cov-
id-19 over a period of several 
years, in contrast to previ-
ously published studies that 
have focused on the coming 
weeks or months.

“it is important to recognise 
that it is a model – it is consistent 
with current data but is none-
theless based on a series of 
assumptions, for example about 
acquired immunity, that is yet to 
be confirmed,” he said. AFP

S Korean 
citizens 
head to 
the polls 

India’s 1.3 billion citizens will remain in lockdown until May 3 despite uproar from millions of unsupported 
poor. AFP
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HOUSEHOlDS allocated forest 
lands to exploit and protect in Viet-
nam’s Kien Giang province have im-
proved their income from harvest-
ing trees and aquatic creatures, and 
growing crops.

The Mekong Delta province – 
which borders Takeo province’s Kiri 
Vong district and Kampot province’s 
Banteay Meas and Kampong Trach 
districts in Cambodia – has been 
allocated mostly coastal mangrove 
forests in recent years.

The beneficiary households must en-
sure 70 per cent of the land is covered 
in forests and can use the rest to farm 
aquatic creatures and grow crops.

in an Minh district, 721 house-
holds have received a total of 
2,226ha, said the district people’s 
Committee.

Tran Van lun, who was allocated 
4.8ha in Dong Thanh B commune in 
2010, has safeguarded it from fires 
in the dry season and improved his 
income.

Besides cajuput (Melaleuca caju-
puti), he also grows vegetables and 
raises poultry and fish in the patch 
of land to earn around 60 million 
dong ($2,600) per year. 

initially, the beneficiary house-
holds did not have much awareness 
about forest protection, but local 
authorities strengthened advocacy, 
and the task has been carried out 
well ever since, he said.

“in the dry season, we focus on 
preventing forest fires. We build 
dams, clear grass and store water for 
fire prevention and control.”

The provincial Forest Management 
Board has taught the households 
how to grow and conserve forests.

The board and the provincial De-
partment of agriculture and rural 
Development have developed effec-
tive models to breed aquatic species 
and grow other crops.

Tran phi Hai, deputy director of 
the board, said a 2016 government 
decree allows households to get for-
ests for up to 20 years and keep all 
the income from their exploitation.

This incentivises households to 
protect forests including by control-
ling forest fires, he said.

Tran Hong Dao, a former official in 
the an Minh district-an Bien district 
Forest protection Division, received 
10ha in the 1990s.

Before the issuance of the decree, 
households could only earn an in-
come mostly from harvesting aquat-
ic species and secondary forestry 
products, but now his family earns 
around 50 million dong per year just 
from selling timber, he said.

He earns another 20 million dong 
per year from breeding fish and 
growing coconut, banana and veg-
etables, he said.

The province needs to establish 
cooperative groups for the house-
holds to protect the forests better, 
he added.

Coastal forests enjoy favourable 
weather and water conditions for 
breeding creatures like fish, shrimp, 
crabs and clams.

The province has allotted 12,000ha 
of forests to households and organi-
sations to protect in 2018-2020.

During the period, it has con-
served 54,000ha of natural and 
man-made forests to maintain a 12 
per cent forest cover. VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

Households in Kien Giang, 
VN paid to conserve forests

Thailand: Mass-testing not needed
CONTaCT tracing has proven to be 
most effective in Thailand’s battle 
against the Covid-19 outbreak, gov-
ernment officials say.

However, due to the country’s lim-
ited resources, it cannot afford mass 
screening to uncover new infections, 
Centre for Covid-19 Situation admin-
istration (CCSa) spokesman Taweesin 
Visanuyothin said on Monday.

He pointed to the lesson learned 
from Thailand’s top tourist destina-
tion phuket, which got hit by the high-
est number of infections, 44.03 cases 
for every 100,000 people, followed by 
Bangkok at 23.03 and Yala at 15.72.

Of the total 2,579 cases in Thai-
land as of Monday, 182 are in phuket 
alone, compared to 1,306 in Bang-
kok and 150 in Nonthaburi.

Bangkok’s population is 8.281 mil-
lion versus just 416,582 in phuket 
and 254,375 in Nonthaburi.

in phuket, the first infection was 
found on January 26 and the num-
bers have been rising rapidly, lead-
ing to a severe lockdown.

in response to criticism about the 
lack of mass screening, Taweesin 
cited four hospitals that have con-
ducted tests on fairly large sample 
groups and found a relatively low 
rate of infections.

patong Hospital tested 1,712 peo-
ple and found 19 infections or just 
1.11 per cent, while Vachira phuket 
Hospital tested 763 and found two 
infections or just 0.26 per cent.

Cherngtalay (Thalang) Hospital 
conducted 103 tests and found five 
infections or 4.85 per cent, which 
is very large. in comparison, Thal-
ang Hospital tested 337 people and 
found no infections, he said.

“Judging by these statistics, contact 
tracing has proved to be the most 

cost-effective and efficient means of 
finding infections,” he said.

The CCSa has highlighted four key 
lessons learned from the Covid-19 
battle.

First, those in high-risk contact 
groups have to be identified, and to 
ensure this measure is effective, the 
authorities need to enforce strict 
screening measures and the police 
have to step in and identify those 
evading the process.

Second, those in high-risk contact 
groups have to be completely isolated.

Third, active hunting for cases 
has to be applied to communities 
that have a high rate of infections or 
when contact tracing cannot be ap-
plied to all high-risk people.

Fourth, mass screening is not as 
cost-effective as the rate of infection 
is not high enough.

in response to criticism that Thai-
land’s number of cases is low be-
cause the authorities have been test-
ing far too few people, Taweesin said 
mass screening is very expensive 
and does not guarantee success.

Thailand Development research 
institute research director Somchai Jit-
suchon told The Nation that he agrees 
that contact tracing is the most effective 
measure to identify new infections.

“But it should be combined with 
other measures. The best combina-
tion varies from place to place and 
how far the virus has spread,” he said. 
THE NATION (THAILAND)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Due to Thailand’s limited resources, it cannot afford mass screening to uncover new 
infections. AFP

‘Justice for trans woman burned to death’
T

HE heinous fate that befell 
Mira, a 42-year-old trans 
woman who was burned 
to death in Cilincing, North 

Jakarta, has prompted activists and 
advocacy groups to demand justice 
as they urged authorities to bring 
those responsible for the brutal 
slaying before the law.

Human rights activists grouped 
under the Crisis response Mecha-
nism (CrM) have launched a soli-
darity action named A Thousand 
Candles for Mira, which encourages 
people to post a video of them light-
ing candles in their respective homes 
and to convey statements of condo-
lences for Mira on social media.

The CrM is a community network 
comprising various groups that include 
arus pelangi, Sanggar Waria remaja 
(Swara) and the Union of Journalists 
for Diversity (Sejuk), whose members 
are spread throughout the country.

Sejuk programme manager Tantowi 
anwari said the online campaign was 
aimed at not only showing solidarity 
but also demanding justice for the 
transgender community, which has 
been subjected to discrimination, to 
the point of claiming lives.

“This vicious act happened not be-
cause of an allegation that Mira stole 
a wallet and so on, but because of the 
strong stigma against transgender 
people that allows these terrible thugs 
to violently bully them,” Tantowi told 
The Jakarta Post on Tuesday.

Through the solidarity movement, 
the CrM wants to invite everyone to 
force Mira’s case to its proper con-
clusion because violence against 
transgender groups often ends in a 
lack of justice, he said.

Mira was beaten and burned alive by 

six men in a container truck parking 
lot in Cilincing on april 4 after they ac-
cused her of stealing a phone and wal-
let from a truck driver who had parked 
his vehicle near Mira’s rented room.

However, the North Jakarta police 
said the suspects had no intention 
to kill Mira and that they pulled out 
a lighter to force her to admit her 
crime, but the flame from the lighter 
inadvertently set alight the petrol 
they had doused over her.

The police had apprehended three of 

the six suspects, identified only as ap, 
rT and aH, as of Thursday last week. 
Meanwhile, three other suspects, pD, 
aB, and iQ, remain at large.

The legal advocacy team for Mira’s 
case – which comprises members 
of several rights groups including 
Swara – condemned the violence 
that resulted in her death, calling it 
“a form of transphobia”.

lGBT rights group Suara Kita took 
part in fundraising, mainly among its 
internal circle and from NGOs, by col-

lecting used goods and reselling them 
in order to cover Mira’s hospital and 
funeral fees, as well as to support the 
paralegal team working on her case.

“We have made about 6.8 million 
rupiah [$430] from that and we hope 
the fundraising will continue as long 
as the legal work is still ongoing,” 
Suara Kita executive board member 
Teguh iman affandi told the Post.

The National Commission on Hu-
man rights (Komnas HaM) said it 
would be monitoring the investi-

gation into Mira’s death as it also 
planned to send a letter to the North 
Jakarta police to request an expla-
nation of the progress as well as the 
plan for further investigation.

Komnas HaM commissioner Beka 
Ulung Hapsara said he wanted to clar-
ify the statement from the police who 
said they would not charge the killers 
with murder and to ascertain whether 
the reported decision was correct.

“i have read the North Jakarta po-
lice statement that they would not 
use the law on murder. We must 
clarify this decision and analyse 
whether it is necessary to later carry 
out on-field investigations and re-
check the facts,” Beka said.

Beka argued that the abuse of Mira 
might have been caused by the con-
tinuous intolerance toward lGBT 
people, and he said the same stigma 
should not pervade law enforcement.

“We will also inform the police that 
we are ready to intervene to oversee 
the legal process so that it is as com-
plete and fair as possible,” he added.

National police Commission 
member poengky indarti said she 
had asked the Jakarta police to en-
sure all the perpetrators in Mira’s 
case were punished appropriately 
since the crimes they had commit-
ted were regarded as “barbaric”.

“This is a discriminatory act with 
a very high level of brutality. They 
must not be charged under articles 
that carry light [punishment] that 
would definitely not have a deter-
rent effect,” said poengky.

North Jakarta police chief Senior Com-
missioner Budhi Herdi Susianto was 
not immediately available to provide a 
statement when contacted on Tuesday. 
THE JAKARTA POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Mira was beaten and burned alive by six men in a container truck parking lot in Cilincing on April 4 after they accused her of 
stealing a phone and wallet from a truck driver who had parked his vehicle near Mira’s rented room. UNSPLASH
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W
HO could have imagined 
that the Cold War could 
morph into a Cool War 
and now a Covid-19 war?   

The Cold War was fought between the 
US and the former Soviet Union, end-
ing with the latter’s dissolution. The 
Cool War is still festering with the US-
China trade conflicts. The Covid-19 war 
is not about fighting each other, but 
about protecting their own citizens 
against a virus that does not distinguish 
between borders or political beliefs.  

There are four hard choices in this 
Covid-19 war: moral, informational, 
political and economic. 

The tough moral decision is 
between life versus livelihood.  
almost all governments have rightly 
chosen to protect lives by locking 
down the economy.  But with the 
Organisation for Economic Co-oper-
ation and Development (OECD) esti-
mates of a loss of two per cent of 
GDp for every month of lockdown, 
the economic costs are mounting.  
This explains why US president Don-
ald Trump is rooting for opening up 
as early as possible.  With the esti-
mates of deaths falling from 100,000 
to 240,000 to perhaps 60,000 by 
august, the moral issue is whether 
the US can afford to spend $1 trillion 
per month to prevent more deaths.  

in poor developing countries, this is 
a vicious spiral. Every month of lock-
down is pushing millions into poverty. 
Many such poor cannot wash hands 
daily because they have no running 
water or afford soap. States with no 
capacity to meet the pandemic may 
sacrifice lives just to maintain their 
fragile food chains and economies in 
order to survive.  So far, global help is 
coming only in trickles.  

The second hard choice is informa-
tional: do you believe scientists or the 
politicians?   War operates on the fog 
of uncertainty. Trump, who repeated-
ly says he is not a doctor, wants a 
timeline to reopen the economy.  Dr 
antony Fauci, the most respected 
epidemiologist in the US govern-
ment, says the virus determines the 
timeline. So far, those political lead-
ers who respect their scientific and 
medical advisers are doing best.  i 
commend the prime Ministers of Sin-
gapore, Malaysia and New Zealand 
for taking tough but decisive action 
to enforce lockdowns.  

The third hard choice is political. 
The choice between capitalism or 
socialism in tackling the pandemic is 
a false binary. Capitalism is bankrupt 
when the kleptocracy eats most of 
the social capital. Socialism cannot 
survive if losses are socialised while 
profits are privatised.  The real issue 
is how under different political sys-

tems, the bureaucracy is able to 
effectively “test, trace and contain”.  
in October 2019, John Hopkins Cent-
er for Health Security and the Econo-
mist intelligence Unit compiled the 
Global Health Security index that 
picked the US and UK as the number 
1 and number 2 respectively in terms 
of preparedness to deal with pan-
demics. China was ranked 51 out of 
195 countries listed.

in late November 2019, even before 
news of the coronavirus outbreak in 
Wuhan in December, the US National 

Center for Medical intelligence, 
based on analysis of wire and com-
puter intercepts, coupled with satel-
lite images, was warning that what 
was going on in Wuhan was going to 
be a “cataclysmic event”. On January 
29, US trade adviser peter Navarro 
had warned the White House that the 
coronavirus “full-blown pandemic” 
could risk trillions of dollars in eco-
nomic losses and the health of mil-
lions. So why did the much vaunted 
US and UK bureaucracies delay in 
taking action to prevent the spread-
ing of the pandemic?

To be fair, all bureaucracies, irre-
spective of political colour, are slow 

to react to new and uncertain events.  
professor Mauro Ferrari, former pres-
ident of the European research 
Council, resigned because he failed 
to persuade the bureaucracy to allow 
“the very best scientists in the world 
to be provided with resources and 
opportunities to fight the pandemic, 
with new drugs, new vaccines, new 
diagnostic tools, new behavioural 
dynamic approaches based on sci-
ence, to replace the oft-improvised 
intuitions of political leaders”.  His 
proposal “was passed on to different 

layers of European Commission 
administration, where i believe disin-
tegrated upon impact”.

We can only deploy “whole-of-gov-
ernment” and “whole-of-society” to 
fight the Covid-19 war if and only if 
we are able to knock common sense 
into obstinate and self-important 
bureaucratic silos. The parts must 
work together to save the whole. 

The last but not least tough choice 
is how to reopen the economy, once 
the pandemic is under some sem-
blance of control. The tough reality is 
that there is no formula, model or 
theory to guide us, given that the 
moral values, ideologies, informa-

tion, resources and institutions are so 
different for different countries. 

One thing is certain. The market on 
its own cannot respond without the 
backing of the state. indeed, there is 
no “first best” or “best practice” way 
of deciding on how to reopen differ-
ent economies. Each country will 
have to experiment based on the best 
data on both the health conditions 
and economic facts. The free market 
ideology has not prepared us for this, 
because we have good information 
on the largest corporations, but very 
poor and little up-to-date data on 
household and small business bal-
ance sheets, who are suffering most 
from the lockdowns.

Failing such data, the richest coun-
tries are engaging in “helicopter mon-
ey”, as if helicopters spraying water 
randomly on raging forest fires can 
stop them. The successful economies 
are those that are able to target money 
to those who need them most.  This is 
exactly the scientific “test, trace and 
target” methodology that works in 
tackling the pandemic. in practical 
terms, apply tools that “best fit” your 
own conditions on the ground. 

in fighting this pandemic war, suc-
cess is relative, but failure is conta-
gious. if we individually and together 
fail as a community in making hard 
choices, more lives will be lost, job-
sdestroyed and morality shattered.  

That is the pandemic box that we 
have opened. ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Opinion
Andrew Sheng 

Four hard choices in Covid-19 war

Andrew Sheng writes on global issues with an 
Asian perspective. The views expressed are 
solely his own.

Workers unload sacks of rice in Tangerang, Indonesia, on Saturday as part of the government assistance to help the people during the 
partial lockdown amid concerns over the Covid-19 pandemic. Every month of lockdown is pushing millions into poverty. Afp

If we fail as a community in 
making hard choices, more 

lives will be lost, jobs destroyed 
and morality shattered
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No more oxcart rides in Kampong Chhnang 
Hong Raksmey

K
aMpONG Chhnang, once 
bustling with activities 
thanks to an abundance 
of tourist visits has taken a 

turn for the worst, no thanks to the 
Covid-19 pandemic.

The smiles of the villagers here have 
long gone. They used to beam with 
happiness as they welcomed visitors 
and people to the Kampong Tralach 
leu community. They were happy to 
provide transportation for tourists 
who arrived through river cruises.

a highlight of tourist visits was the 
experience of travelling on oxcarts as 
they visited century-old temples. But 
all that is now a distant memory.

The port has gone quiet. Cruise 
boats don’t dock at Kampong Chh-
nang anymore. The oxcarts are just 
left under their houses built on stilts. 
Many have sold their oxen or cows 
as the tourist dollars have dried up.

The tourist transportation activi-
ties completely stopped after the 
government announced the tempo-
rary closure of the border between 
Cambodia and Vietnam to stem the 
Covid-19 outbreak after Cambodia 
found cruise passengers infected 
with the novel coronavirus.

Kampong Tralach leu’s Oxcart as-
sociation director Teuk Troeung tells 
The Post that after the closure of wa-
terway between the two countries, 
some 140 cows in the community 
were left in their sheds.

“Villagers now sell their cows to 
slaughterhouses because, aside from 
transporting tourists, the animals had 
long not been used to plough farm-
land,” said Troeung, who used to lead 
his community in transporting tour-
ists by oxcart at least three times a day. 

Siem reap’s Chhreav agro-tourism 
Cambodia used to have as many as 
350-400 visitors a day under various 
programmes.

activities included shopping at the 
local market, visiting local schools, 
buying some local vegetables, learn-
ing to cook Khmer cuisine, bird-
watching, enjoying food with local 
families and riding on oxcarts to ex-
perience village life.

But all these have also come to a 
standstill.

Krouch ly, the president of the in-
formation Centre for Cambodia at 
the Chhreav agro-tourism Cambodia 
says: “From dawn, tourists used to 
catch amazing sights and take pic-
tures of beautiful birds flying in from 
various places to land on green rice 
fields in Chhreav and pea reang lake.

“after this, waiting oxcarts trans-
ported them to explore the villages. 
as part of the routine, the oxcarts 
parked next to the people’s backyard 
plantations to get a glimpse of how 
they farmed their land.” 

Each day, between 20 and 30 pairs 
of oxcarts worked to offer tourists 
such experiences they couldn’t get 
anywhere else. and the villagers in 
Chhreav’s community enjoyed their 
company too. 

But now, with tourism practically 
non-existent, the animals are sold 
for their meat. 

Troeung said the situation became 
dire as the villagers could not afford 
to feed their adult animals without 
getting back any benefit from their 
existence.

So with the money they now earn 
from selling their cows, the villagers 
have enough for their subsistence 

and to buy some calves to raise for 
better times when the oxcarts once 
again transport tourists.

“an adult cow that weighs between 
300 and 400kg costs about $500. a 
pair of them we can sell for about 
$1,000,” says Troeung.

Troeung, who also has a pair of 
cows, says a calf needs between 18 
months and two years to grow to 
adulthood and be sold for meat.

aside from Kampong Tralach leu’s 
Oxcart association and Chhreav 
agro-tourism Cambodia, many oth-
er communities and resorts had of-
fered such oxcart services to tourists 
as traditional transport.

While the cows have been put up 
for sale, the carts are left to wither 
away through the ravages of time.

The Oxcart association in Kam-
pong Tralach leu village was found-

ed in almost two decades ago to 
preserve this centuries-old transpor-
tation and promote Khmer culture to 
local and international tourists. 

They used to arrive at the Ka’am 
Samnar checkpoint through boat 
cruises, mostly from Vietnam, 
phnom penh, and Kampong Chh-
nang’s Kampong Tralach leu village.

after their visit, they usually con-
tinued along the Tonle Sap lake to 

pursat and Battambang provinces 
before heading back.

“Though our oxcart drivers 
charged between $4 and $5 per trip 
for each ride, we are happy to take 
our passengers to explore and visit 
old temples for a tip,” says Troeung.

He adds that some high-spending 
tourists used to give them tips rang-
ing from $10 and $20 per trip, which 
is a tidy sum.

Troeung says sadly that if they don’t 
have tourists visiting, they not only 
lose a large chunk of their income 
but even more devastating is that the 
oxcart culture can fade away.

Kampong Tralach leu village is locat-
ed just 60km north of phnom penh. and 
Troeung is hopeful that after Covid-19 
has run its course, things will get bet-
ter, “and who knows, we might even 
rebuild our tourism from local visitors 
from phnom penh and nearby areas”.

Covid-19 has not only affected 
the national economy, but the lives 
of people across the Kingdom and 
around the world.

it is important to continue social 
distancing, staying home more and 
doing all the things advised by the 
Ministry of Health for one’s safety 
and protection.

This is the only way to put an end to 
new infections and ensure the econ-
omy and the lives of all those affected 
are put back on the track to normalcy.

Failing this, more jobs and liveli-
hoods will be lost, just like those of 
the oxcart drivers.

Abandoned oxcarts left in front of Kampong Tralach Commune Hall. pOST STAFF

Each day, between 20 and 30 pairs of oxcarts worked to offer tourists such experiences they couldn’t get anywhere else. pOST STAFF, HONG MENEA

While the cows have been put up for sale, the carts are left to wither away through the ravages of time. pOST STAFF
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‘Net cafe refugees’ in Japan seek shelter
T

HOUSaNDS of homeless 
“net cafe refugees” in Japan 
risk being turfed out onto 
the streets as the coronavi-

rus pandemic forces the sudden clo-
sure of their uniquely Japanese 24/7 
comic book havens.

The ubiquitous all-night inter-
net and “manga” comic cafes of-
fer couches, computers, comics, 
soft drinks and shower facilities for 
an overnight stay typically priced 
around 2,000 yen ($18).

an estimated 4,000 people down 
on their luck make their home in 
such cafes in Tokyo alone, and activ-
ists worry that shutting them down 
could lead to suicides and a spike in 
rough sleepers.

Some local authorities are now 
opening shelters to accommodate 
“net cafe refugees” and keep them 
from sleeping out in the open.

One 58-year-old occasional con-
struction-site worker told aFp his 
main aim was “avoiding getting wet”, 
as he found a roof over his head at a 
shelter converted from a martial arts 
centre in Yokohama near Tokyo.

“i thought of sleeping on a bench 

at a train station... or subway stairs 
going underground,” said the grey-
haired man, who declined to give 
his name.

His net cafe informed him at the 
weekend it would be closing due to 
state of emergency measures in Japan 
to stem the spread of the coronavirus.

“i used to go to work from net ca-
fes . . . now i sometimes have a job, 
sometimes not, due to the corona-
virus,” he said, adding that it was 
nearly impossible to find a perma-
nent job at his age.

renting an apartment in Japan re-
quires a very expensive deposit and 
presents tricky administrative hur-
dles, leaving net cafes a convenient 
option for many of the country’s 
hidden poor.

“i have nowhere to go to, few ac-
quaintances,” said the man.

‘Discreet and quiet’
The temporary shelters at the 

judo hall in Yokohama, operated 
by the local Kanagawa authorities, 
have been designed by a team led 
by award-winning Japanese archi-
tect Shigeru Ban to offer privacy and 

prevent infections.
residents sleep on camp-style 

cots or cardboard beds partitioned 
off by a frame of sturdy paper tubes 
with cloth hanging from the top of 
the cubicle to the floor.

Ban is famed for other emergen-
cy shelters and buildings, includ-
ing the Cardboard Cathedral for 
Christchurch in New Zealand after 
the 2011 earthquake.

The aim is to provide a safe place 
to those driven out by the coronavi-
rus crisis, said Yuji Miyakoshi, an of-
ficial at the municipal government.

The free shelter has hosted nearly 
40 people since opening on april 11 
and one resident said it had been 
proved invaluable after his “capsule 
hotel” accommodation closed two 
days ago.

“i went to work, slept at the hotel 
and went back to work. i moved to 
this place but nothing has changed 
so much,” said the man in his 30s 
who works in construction.

Miyakoshi said the people in the 
shelter were “quite discreet and 
quiet . . . My feeling is that many of 
them are obviously not good at as-

serting themselves.”
On the surface, Japan appears a 

wealthy and prosperous society and 
visitors to Tokyo and other major 
cities are often struck by the rela-
tive lack of homeless people seen in 
other world capitals.

The Japanese economy bounced 
back from a recession in the 1990s, 
creating millions of new jobs, but 
critics said many of them were tem-
porary and created a new class of 
urban poverty.

The manga cafes were initially 
a haven for late-working – or late-
drinking – business people from far-
flung suburbs who missed the last 
train home, but eventually became 
a shelter for Japan’s working poor.

Coronavirus has driven these 
people into a corner, said Tsuyoshi 
inaba, who has long been involved 
in helping homeless people.

inaba estimates there are already 
2,000 homeless in Tokyo – double 
the official figure – as public surveys 
conducted during the day often 
miss people sleeping rough at night 
after a day’s work.

Combined with 4,000 net cafe ref-

ugees, “some 6,000 people are in un-
stable, unsafe housing situations” in 
Tokyo alone, inaba said.

The Tokyo Metropolitan Govern-
ment, which ordered establish-
ments such as net cafes closed amid 
a spike of coronavirus cases in the 
capital, is trying to find a solution 
for the hundreds abruptly made 
homeless.

But activists say not enough ac-
commodation is being provided and 
that the conditions are too onerous 
– such as requiring applicants to 
prove they have been in Tokyo for 
six months or longer.

Many kicked out of net cafes have 
no option but to sleep on the street 
if they can’t find a proper shelter, in-
aba said, adding: “This could cause 
social confusion and suicides are 
feared to increase.”

if official aid remains inadequate, 
inaba foresees a “big problem” that 
could even contribute to a further 
spreading of coronavirus.

“Some people could move to pro-
vincial cities despite the possibil-
ity that they may have the virus,” he 
warned. afp

piano van: Hong Kong music lessons hitting the road
YOYO, 6, frowns with concen-
tration as she plays the piano 
in the back of a truck – still able 
to practise thanks to an innova-
tive Hong Kong music school 
keeping lessons going during 
the coronavirus pandemic.

While Hong Kong’s infec-
tions remain comparatively 
low – just over 1,000 cases and 
four deaths – schools have 
been shut since late January 
and authorities have ramped 
up social distancing measures 
in recent weeks.

Schools and tutoring serv-
ices have had to switch to 
online lessons. 

But music tutors like Evan 
Kam are trying to keep per-
sonal lessons going – whilst 
reducing the risk of infection 
for both teachers and stu-
dents.

“Video teaching doesn’t suit 
us well as piano fingerings and 
gestures are better instructed 
with a teacher by your side,” 

the 28-year-old said.
The tutoring centre where 

Kam works saw business 
plunge by 70 per cent in Feb-
ruary when infections first 
crossed into Hong Kong from 
mainland China.

Many students stopped 
attending because they did not 
want to take public transport.

inspired by mobile libraries, 
the company rented three 
trucks and fitted them into 
mobile music classrooms, 
complete with air-condition-
ing and soundproof boards.

“We wanted to keep our col-
leagues employed. That’s why 
we wanted to step out of our 
comfort zone and see how far 
we can go,” said Jessica lam, 
the firm’s business develop-
ment manager.

“We like to offer our services 
directly to where the students 
live to shorten their travelling 
time,” she added.

last week Kam’s truck was in 

Ha Tsuen, a remote village in 
northwest Hong Kong, close to 
the border with China.

after parking, he cleaned the 
keyboard, set up an air puri-
fier, sprayed a doormat with 
disinfectant, and prepared 
hand sanitiser for his stu-
dents. 

Soon alfred Tang, 10, and his 
sister Yoyo arrived.

Both beginners, alfred 
played a gentle ballad called 
Proud of You, while Yoyo per-
fected a rendition of the noto-
riously catchy Baby Shark.

Their mother, who declined 
to give her first name, said the 
lessons were a highlight for the 
youngsters, who are cooped-up 
at home for most of the week.

“it’s convenient for us, as we 
can just go downstairs and 
take lessons,” she said.

“My children mostly just stay 
at home as schools have been 
suspended and we don’t go 
into town that much.” afp

Workers from Voluntary Architects’ Network building a partition with cardboard pillars at a shelter provided 
by Kanagawa prefecture. afp

Katsuya Asao, 54, prepares to rest at a shelter provided by Kanagawa prefecture for the people who can’t 
afford to rent an apartment and used to stay at designated internet cafes. afp

Piano student Yoyo, 6, wears a face mask as a precautionary measure against the Covid-19 coronavirus 
during a piano lesson as her teacher Evan Kam, 28, guides her through a piece of music. afp
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Nest’s resting place
  5 Gave relief to
 10 Hospitalized condition
 14 Geometric calculation
 15 Modify
 16 Went quickly
 17 Chaucer’s magnum opus (with 

“The”)
 20 ___ a positive note
 21 Anais Nin, for one
 22 Anti-drug officer
 25 Locale of original sin
 26 Said twice, enthusiastic cheer
 29 Cause bodily injury
 31 Bagel selection
 35 Airport monitor abbr.
 36 ___ Island, immigrants’ arrival 

point
 38 Arkin of “Little Miss Sunshine”
 39 Elton John song about Marilyn 

Monroe
 43 Balm base
 44 “Later!” 
 45 Antelope with cowlike horns
 46 Pair in a toolbox
 49 Rush-hour subway rarity

 50 “As if, laddie!”
 51 Invigorates (with “up”)
 53 Small amount of residue
 55 Stable area
 58 Become violently active
 62 Inquisitive communications 

slogan
 65 Orthodontist’s concern
 66 Fawning flattery
 67 Container for small toiletries
 68 Went down a chute
 69 Red dye used in cosmetics
 70 Having a hard time choosing
DOWN
  1 Chantilly ___
  2 Charter member of OPEC
  3 Return to health
  4 Drum major’s stick
  5 Piercing option
  6 Clothing for the masses?
  7 Framework post
  8 Causing goosebumps
  9 Mythical deities of the woods
 10 Logging necessity
 11 Removes a squeak from
 12 Get together
 13 Product pitches
 18 Crown covering

 19 Bearer of bitter fruit, at times
 23 Abnormal breathing
 24 Eyelashes
 26 Cover the top plays only
 27 In the slightest degree
 28 Capital on the Songka River
 30 Great ones think alike
 32 Set in a row
 33 Food from heaven
 34 Provide, as with some quality
 37 Confined to a pig pen
 40 Bred-in-the-bone
 41 Coating of frozen dew
 42 Admiration
 47 Change, as the decor
 48 Husband, to his wife
 52 Average guy
 54 Do a host’s job 
 55 Jack’s tote
 56 Prefix with “body” or “corrosion”
 57 New Zealand parrots
 59 “Do ___ others”
 60 Come down heavily
 61 Bed size smaller than a full
 62 “Eye” network
 63 “Entourage” role
 64 JFK’s debater in 1960

“YES WE ...!” 

Wednesday’s solution

Wednesday’s solution
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Trump eager to ‘get sports back’ 
but league leaders remain wary
U

S preSidenT donald 
Trump is hankering for 
a return of live sports 
action, but US sports 

league chiefs are taking a cautious 
approach to competition amid the 
coronavirus pandemic. 

“We have to get our sports back,” 
Trump said on Tuesday. “i’m tired 
of watching baseball games that 
are 14 years old.”

Sports in the US, like the rest of 
the world, have been brought to a 
virtual standstill by Covid-19.

The nBa shut down on March 11 
after Utah Jazz centre rudy Gobert 
tested positive for the virus, and the 
nHl, Major league Soccer and the 
US pGa Tour quickly followed suit.

Major league Baseball’s (MlB’s) 
2020 season, which was due to start 

March 26, is on hold, as is the lpGa 
tour and motor racing, while the nFl 
is just hoping it will be able to start its 
season on time in September.

The dearth of sports has led to a 
wealth of speculation as to when and 
how competition could resume.

The nBa and nHl are wrestling 
with how they might fashion cred-
ible ends to campaigns that were 
heading into their final stages.

Baseball, meanwhile, was reported 
to be considering sequestering 30 
teams in arizona – or perhaps arizo-
na and Florida – to open the season 
playing games in empty ballparks.

One eSpn reporter said he’d even 
heard it suggested that MlB might 
try to launch its season in Japan. The 
nHl was reportedly mulling a single-
venue re-start in north dakota, while 

dana White, head of the Ultimate 
Fighting Championship, indicated he 
was considering holding mixed mar-
tial arts cards on a private island.

“From our perspective we don’t 
have a plan, we have lots of ideas,” 
MlB commissioner rob Manfred 
said in a television interview on 
Tuesday. “What ideas come to frui-
tion will depend on what the re-
strictions are and what the public 
health situation is.”

His comments echoed those of 
nHl commissioner Gary Bettman 
and nBa commissioner adam Sil-
ver, who have both said that the un-
certainties surrounding the spread 
of coronavirus make it impossible 
to make firm plans.

The refrain of all sports leaders 
has therefore been they are consid-

ering “all options”, including play-
ing without fans in attendance.

That could get live sports back on 
television, at least, although Trump 
indicated that he’s keen for more.

“We want people actually sitting 
next to each other at ball games, 
eventually,” he said.

“We’re not going to rip out every 
other seat in baseball stadiums and 
football stadiums.”

in the US, however, the return of 
thousands of fans to sports venues 
could depend on the greenlight 
from state authorities.

California governor Gavin news-
om said on Tuesday that the pros-
pect of mass gatherings in the state 
is “negligible at best” until a vac-
cine is available.

in a state that is home to nearly 20 
major pro franchises, newsom said 
that “large-scale events that bring in 
hundreds, thousands, tens of thou-
sands of strangers altogether across 
every conceivable difference, health 
and otherwise, is not in the cards 
based upon our current guidelines 
and current expectations”.

That may be just as well, since a 
poll conducted by Seton Hall Uni-
versity this month showed that 72 
per cent of the 762 responding, in-
cluding 61 per cent who identified 
as sports fans, would not feel safe 
attending sports events until a cor-
onavirus vaccine is found.

Some inroads may be possible how-
ever, as Florida governor ron deSan-
tis – a staunch Trump ally – showed 
in issuing an executive order specify-
ing that “employees at a professional 
sports and media production with a 
national audience” counted among 
“essential services” not subject to stay 
at home orders in his state.

That opened the door for World 
Wrestling entertainment – run by 
another Trump friend Vince Mc-
Mahon – to resume live broadcasts 
of events on Monday from an Or-
lando studio facility. AFP

Major League Baseball (MLB) commissioner Rob 
Manfred said any ideas for starting the season 
will depend on the public health situation. 
Getty ImaGes/afp

Aussie rower in 
lockdown sets  
new world record 
by sheer accident 

AN Australian rower who set out 
to rack up some kilometres 
while on Covid-19 lockdown 

inadvertently broke a world record 
for the indoor rowing half-marathon, 
officials said on Wednesday.

Like the rest of the Australian team, 
Georgie Rowe was training at home 
in Sydney by herself last weekend as 
she deals with the disappointment of 
not travelling to Japan this year for the 
Tokyo Olympics.

Rowe, 27, was on a Concept2 rowing 
machine and such was her intensity 
that she clocked a time of 1hr 19min 
28.4sec over a distance of 21,097m.

It smashed the record for the 
heavyweight women’s half-marathon 
set five years ago by US rower Esther 
Lofgren by more than 40 seconds.

Rowing Australia spokeswoman Lucy 
Benjamin said it was an extraordinary 
effort in the circumstances, particu-
larly as Rowe normally works as part 
of a team in the women’s eight.

“It’s a mental challenge because 
you’re on your own and you don’t have 
your crew with you,” she said.

“And it’s a tough machine, it’s a full-
body workout.”

Rowe told the Australian Broadcast-
ing Corporation that her approach was 
to plug the distance into the machine 
then “put some music on and just go 
for it”.

“Whether it is a world record or not, I 
just wanted to get the metres up for my 
state,” she said.

When Rowe realised a record was in 
the offing she admitted to some confu-
sion about exactly how far she needed 
to row, 21,097m or 21,097.5.

To be certain, she completed 21,098, 
leading to a minor delay in Concept2 
recognising her achievement.

But the time is now listed on the 
manufacturer’s website and Rowe 
will no doubt be hoping for greater 
glory when she eventually competes 
at the rescheduled Tokyo Games next 
year. AFP

US President Donald Trump on Tuesday said he wants a return to live sports. Getty ImaGes/afp
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United’s pogba puzzled by his 
critics like liverpool’s Souness

M
a n c h e S t e r 
United midfield-
er paul pogba is 
bemused as to 

why he remains a constant 
source of criticism despite 
missing most of the campaign 
through injury.

the 27-year-old has been 
restricted to just eight ap-
pearances this season due to 
a persistent ankle injury.

Former liverpool captain 
and manager Graeme Sou-
ness has been one of the 
most outspoken critics of 
pogba since he returned to 
United from Juventus for a 
then world record £89 million 
($112 million) fee in 2016.

however, pogba claimed he 

did not even know who Sou-
ness was. 

“i didn’t even know who he 
was, really,” pogba told the of-
ficial Manchester United pod-
cast. “i heard he was a great 
player and stuff like that. i know 
the face but [not] the name.

“like i said i’m not someone 
that watches a lot of [pun-
ditry], i watch a lot of foot-
ball but i don’t stay after the 
game to listen to what they 
say about why they did this, 
or why they did that. i like to 
focus on football.”

Souness – who won three 
european cups, and five 
league titles as a player at liv-
erpool – responded to pogba 
on tuesday morning.

“i’m happy with that. the 
oldest saying in football 
comes to mind: ‘put your 
medals on the table’. i’ve got a 
big table,” the former Scottish 
international told Sky Sports.

pogba’s return to Old trafford 
has failed to match the expec-
tations of his price tag despite 
winning the europa league 
and league cup in his first sea-
son under Jose Mourinho.

a bitter fall out with Mourin-
ho followed in the next two 
seasons before the portuguese 
was sacked in December 2018.

and after a brief hot streak 
when Ole Gunnar Solskjaer 
took charge, pogba’s time under 
the norwegian has been beset 
by a lack of form and fitness.

however, the French World 
cup winner still believes the 
criticism he has received, 
particularly in his absence 
this season, is unjustified.

“it’s good to hear good stuff 
instead of bad stuff but when 
you play football, you know 
yourself. it’s what your man-
ager and teammates want, the 
rest is just talk,” added pogba.

“i guess they [the critics] 
miss me, i don’t know? i’m not 
someone that looks always at 
Sky Sports news.

“When you know football, 
you don’t need someone to 
tell you what’s happening.

“One day maybe i will meet 
them and ask them because i re-
ally want to know, why?” afp 

Florida grants 
WWe ‘essential’ 
services status

German venues should stay shut 
for 18 months, advises scientist

WOrlD Wrestling entertain-
ment (WWe), a US media group 
whose wrestlers body-slam 
their opponents into oblivion, 
has resumed live broadcasting 
of bouts after gaining “essential 
services” status in Florida.

With sports and entertain-
ment events shut down world-
wide amid the coronavirus pan-
demic, WWe wasted no time 
after Florida’s emergency man-
agement director confirmed it 
provided an essential service – 
along with hospitals, firefight-
ers, grocery providers and men-
tal health care workers.

a memo sent on Friday, 
based on an executive order 
from governor ron DeSantis, 
confirms essential services 
now include “employees at a 
professional sports and media 
production with a national 
audience – including any ath-
letes, entertainers, production 
team, executive team, media 
team and any others necessary 
to facilitate including services 
supporting such production 
– only if the location is closed 
to the general public.”

On Monday, WWe aired a 
live episode of its weekly series 
“raw” from its Orlando pro-
duction facility.

“as a brand that has been 
woven into the fabric of soci-

ety, WWe and its Superstars 
bring families together and 
deliver a sense of hope, deter-
mination and perseverance,” 
the company said in a state-
ment, adding that it would 
take “additional precautions” 
to guard the health and safety 
of performers and staff.

WWe’s move could conceiv-
ably open the door for other 
sports in Florida.

even before the order, Major 
league Baseball was reportedly 
mulling a plan to hold regular-
season games at training facili-
ties in Florida and arizona in a 
bid to get the season delayed by 
the pandemic underway.

Ultimate Fighting champi-
onship (UFc), the mixed mar-
tial arts organisation that has 
been trying in vain to find a 
venue to stage a fight amid 
virus lockdowns, owns event 
space in Florida.

UFc boss Dana White was 
thwarted in his bid to hold UFc 
249 without fans on april 18 at 
an undisclosed location, report-
edly a native american tribal 
reservation in california.

the move met with resist-
ance from california Senator 
Dianne Feinstein and White 
said that he finally postponed 
the event at the request of 
broadcasters eSpn. afp

FOOtBall fans and concert-
goers could be barred from 
seeing their favourite teams 
and bands play live in Ger-
many for 18 months due to the 
coronavirus, according to a 
science expert.

Keeping Germany’s stadi-
ums and music venues closed 
until well into 2021 “would 
certainly be very wise” said 
Gerald haug, president of the 
leopoldina academy of Sci-
ences, which advises angela 
Merkel’s government on 
measures to combat the 
virus.

in an interview aired by 

broadcaster arD on Monday, 
haug added that “as to wheth-
er it will last a year and a half, 
we have to wait and see - there 
are also more optimistic 
assessments of the situation.

“But it will certainly last sev-
eral months more, it could go 
up to a year and a half.”

the German Football league 
(DFl) suspended all Bundes-
liga matches on March 13 until 
at least april 30.

a decision on whether football 
can resume in early May, most 
likely in empty stadiums with 
fans locked out, has been pushed 
back a week until april 23, the 

DFl announced on tuesday.
the DFl would need the go-

ahead from the health author-
ities for leagues to resume.

having been closed since mid-
March, concert halls and sports 
venues across Germany remain 
shut until further notice.

the leopoldina academy 
has advocated a “step-by-step” 
return to normal conditions if 
the figures for new contamina-
tions “stabilise at a low level” 
and if “hygiene measures are 
maintained”.

Just under 3,000 people have 
so far died due to the corona-
virus in Germany. afp

A leading german scientist says football matches, concerts and other large gatherings should be scrapped 
for at least another 18 months. afp

World Wrestling Entertainment has resumed live broadcasting of its 
bouts, including its weekly series ‘Raw’. afp

Manchester United midfielder Paul Pogba says he is bemused by criticism launched in his direction. afp
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