
Kim Sarom

A MAN was sent to the Phnom 
Penh Municipal Court on 
Monday for raping his 
15-year-old daughter twice 
last month in Dangkor dis-
trict’s Pong Teuk commune.

Deputy district police chief 
Chhim Bunroth said the 
40-year-old father was arrest-
ed on Saturday.

“He will be questioned by 
the court in accordance with 
legal procedures,” he said.

Commune police chief 
Vorn Saroeun said the girl is 
married despite being under-
age. He said she had split 
time living with her parents 
and husband, who resides in 
the same commune.

Before the first incident on 
March 13, the girl was playing 

with her smartphone at her 
parents’ house when the man 
came into her room asking to 
have sex with her. When she 
refused, the father raped her 
after making a death threat.

Saroeun said the man 
raped her again at the house 
on March 20. Out of fear of 
repeated rapes, she moved to 
live with her husband, who 
began to feel suspicious after 

hearing voice messages the 
suspect had sent to her.

“Now you sleep with your 
husband the whole week. 
Letting me sleep with you 
once a week would be enough 
for me,” the suspect was 
quoted as saying in one of the 
voice messages.

The girl’s husband then 
took her to the commune 
police station to file a com-

plaint. With the girl’s accounts 
and voice messages as evi-
dence, police arrested the 
man the same day. He con-
fessed to raping his daughter 
twice.

Saroeun said the mother 
previously requested a mar-
riage certificate for her daugh-
ter from the local authorities, 
but was rejected as she was 
underage. 

Long Kimmarita

S
OME of the roughly 30,000 
workers from factories and 
enterprises across the King-
dom who went on leave dur-

ing Khmer New Year began their 
government-imposed 14-day quar-
antine on Monday.

Speaking at a press conference 
while visiting workers at the Phnom 
Penh Special Economic Zone on 
Monday, Ministry of Labour and Vo-
cational Training spokesperson Heng 
Sour said of about 30,000 workers 
who took time off during Khmer New 
Year, 15,000 resided in the capital. 

He said the ministry had prepared 
10 quarantine facilities including 
schools in the city.

Two of the workers who were sus-
pected of contracting Covid-19 also 
had their samples taken for testing. 
Sour said the ministry will continue 
to monitor their health conditions 
for five days starting Monday.

“The ministry, in collaboration 
with the Phnom Penh Municipal 
Hall and the Ministry of Health have 
prepared 10 makeshift health ex-
amination centres in Phnom Penh. 
Of the number, three are located at 
the Veng Sreng area and two in the 
Vattanac area. 

“The rest are located at special 
economic zones, Hun Sen Cham-
puvorn High School, Dangkor Ju-
nior High School and another at the 
Russey Keo High School,” he said.

He said the quarantine is divided into 

two categories. The first is for those 
who show suspicious symptoms and 
those who do not have a place for self-
quarantine. They will be quarantined 
at centres prepared by the authorities.

The second is for those who have 
gone through health checks and 
shown no symptoms. Sour said they 
will be given a medical certificate 

and allowed to self-quarantine at 
their places for 14 days.

He said the authorities decided on 
the quarantine measure after survey-
ing around 98 per cent of workers who 
came to work during the holidays. 

“This is not a punishment. How do 
the 98 per cent of workers feel about 
the remaining two per cent who took 

time off? They dare not stay close to 
them. Therefore, the government 
has to keep the two per cent from 
the majority,” he said.

San Lao, a CTW Factory worker 
who is being quarantined along with 
others at Hun Sen Champuvorn

Mandatory quarantine 
for 30,000 workers begins
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Workers are kept in quarantine at Hun Sen Champuvorn High School in phnom penh. Heng CHivoan
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Prison staff receive Red Cross 
training on chlorine disinfection
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Virus said 
to mutate, 
vaccine 
unaffected
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SCIENTISTS are now aware that the 
novel coronavirus is changing its 
genetic makeup slightly, but the 
rate of mutation is slow and no evi-
dence of a change in the virus’ biol-
ogy has been found, meaning these 
minor mutations will not affect cur-
rent drug and vaccine develop-
ment, scientists have said.

However, viruses mutate natu-
rally as part of their life cycle, and 
scientists should pay more attention 
to mutations that can lead to drug 
resistance in the long run, Lan Ke, 
director of the State Key Laboratory 
of Virology in Wuhan, told China 
Science Daily, a journal run by the 
Chinese Academy of Sciences.

He said: “Generally speaking, a 
random mutation has to occur on 
a relatively less vital part of the 
viral genome to be passed down.

“If a mutation occurs on key parts 
of the genome, such as those related 
to replicability, the survivability in 
future copies will likely decrease.”

The coronavirus tends to mutate 
slower compared to other ribonu-
cleic acid viruses, so it will need more 
time for these small, cumulative 
changes to alter its function, he said.

At the same time, current drug and 
vaccine research against the virus 
focuses on its key genomes and anti-
gens, which have been stable, he 
said. “So at this moment, the risk of 
viral mutation undermining vaccine 
and drug development is low.”

Lan’s remarks came amid a recent 
study by scientists from Australia 
and Taiwan of China claiming that 
a coronavirus strain isolated in 
India carried a mutation that could 
hinder global vaccine research.

The non-peer reviewed study said 
the change had occurred in part of 
the spike protein, a vital part of the 
virus’s exterior that allows it to bind 
with and enter human cells.

The authors claimed the study has 
shown that mutation can indeed 
happen on key parts of the virus, 
and warned that “current vaccine 
development against Sars-Cov-2 is 
at great risk of becoming futile”.

However, other experts have 

Man held for raping teen daughter



Niem Chheng

MINISTER of Health Mam 
Bun Heng said that some 
90,000 migrant workers had 
returned from Thailand, but 
none of those tested had con-
tracted Covid-19. The minis-
try has spent more than $10 
million combating Covid-19. 

The minister made the re-
marks at a weekly press con-
ference at the ministry on 
Monday to deliver an update 
on Covid-19 developments. 
However, the risks were still 
there, he said.

Communicable Disease Con-
trol Department director Ly So-
vann also said at the press con-
ference that of the number, 410 
tested negative for the virus.

Ministry secretary of state 
York Sambath said it is prepared 
to check the health of migrant 
workers from Thailand along 
three border areas, namely Poi-
pet, Doung and O’Smach. 

The National Committee on 
Covid-19 Prevention and Con-
trol has prepared tents along 
the borders and is preparing a 
budget for hospitals and food 
for waiting migrant workers.

The army has also prepared 
transportation from the bor-
der regions to the capital and 
24 provinces.

At the same time, she up-
dated budgets and spending to 
combat the disease, saying that 
the national committee had 
received a total of $13 million 
from donors and benefactors.

Of the amount, the ministry 
used $5 million to buy mate-

rials, especially facemasks. 
Another $1 million would be 

transferred to the Ministry of 
Labour and Vocational Train-
ing in support of treatments 
and tests for workers who 
returned home during the 
Khmer New Year. 

The state planned to spend 
a total of $30 million. The 
Ministry of Health spent $4.5 
million purchasing medical 
materials to be supplied to all 
provinces and the Khmer-So-
viet Friendship Hospital and 
Chak Angre Health Center. 

Sambath said that spending 
on each patient was between 
$2,000 and $2,500 for hospital 
accommodation from 10 days 
and over. 

“At Institut Pasteur du Cam-
bodge, a test cost $100-$120 as 
experienced from passengers 
on the MS Westerdam cruise 
ship. So, there are two kinds 
of tests. Some tests were run 
on patients who show symp-
toms of Covid-19 and those 
who don’t show symptoms.

“I think that an average 10-
day hospital stay for each per-
son costs between $2,000 and 
$2,500 per case,” she said.

Besides the budget, she said 
development partners from dif-
ferent countries had donated a 
total of $20 million.  The dona-
tion was made in the form of 60 
ambulances and ventilators.

Cambodia has 124 ventila-
tors at hospitals. Recently, it re-
ceived another 25 and later this 
month, 35 more are expected to 
arrive. The World Bank is donat-
ing another 50 ventilators.

Migrant workers back 
home, 410 virus-free
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Kim Sarom

THE Kampong Leng district authori-
ties in Kampong Chhnang province 
on Tuesday ordered the Cambodia 
Wildlife Forest Fisheries Protection 
and Conservation Organisation to 
remove an office signage a day after 
putting it up.

The authorities said the NGO didn’t 
have the proper legal paperwork and 
were putting up the signage based on a 
letter signed by a former staff member.

The deputy director of the NGO 
claims to have sought permission. 
But police were asked by a regional 
director of the NGO not to allow the 
group to use the name.

In connection with taking down the 
sign, Oeur Seng Hong, a Por commune 
chief in Kampong Leng district, told 
The Post that on Sunday, 12 staff mem-
bers from the organisation raised the 
signage to open their new office.

But after putting the signage up, the 
Kampong Leng district authorities 
ordered them to suspend the activity 
while they waited on a decision.

“I brought together seven people 
from the organisation and told them to 
drop a banner to the ground, but those 
people said they wanted the president 
of the organisation in Phnom Penh.

“I told them that this is a separate mat-
ter and the signage is under the jurisdic-
tion of the local authority,” he said.

Seng Hong was referring to a com-
plaint filed by a regional branch 
manager of the NGO not to allow 
the use of the trademark.

But he acknowledged that the or-
ganisation has a licence from the 

Ministry of Interior to operate, which 
was issued in 2010. However, since 
its validity is in question, the authori-
ties have called for a halt to putting 
up any signage in the district.

Seng Hong said the case was 
brought by Sim Sarath, who is the 
manager of three branches of the or-
ganisation – Kampong Thom, Kam-
pong Chhnang and Battambang.

He accused the 12 employees of 
not cooperating with him as the 
regional director of the organisa-
tion’s branches.

Kampong Leng district police chief 
Pal Choeun told The Post that no de-
cision had been made on whether to 
await comment from the Kampong 
Chhnang provincial police chief, 
but the organisation’s trademark 
was already covered with fabric by 
the employees.

Khin Thy, the deputy general di-
rector of the organisation, told The 
Post that he has the signature of the 
commune and Kampong Leng dis-
trict authority already.

He said he doesn’t know why the 
hanging of the signage was sus-
pended. He said he appealed to the 
commune and district authorities 
of the province.

“The district and commune authori-
ties have already signed for me, but only 
Kampong Chhnang authorities have 
asked me to submit again,” he said.

Thy said the Por commune au-
thorities were listening to Sarat, who 
filed a complaint against the use of 
his organisation’s label because the 
branch manager Thy was no longer 
employed with it.

NGOs squabble over sign, 
trademark infringement

Gov’t: More noodles needed

WHO warns to stay virus vigilant

Thou Vireak

T
HE government has urged local 
noodle producers to increase their 
production by nearly 700,000 box-
es to maintain a stable supply dur-

ing the Covid-19 pandemic and to stabilise 
the price of the commodity in the market.

The move comes after Prime Minister 
Hun Sen on April 5 called on noodle pro-
ducers and pure drinking water compa-
nies to increase production for domestic 
markets during the pandemic.

“I urged a local instant noodle pro-
cessing factory to produce noodles 
for the government to supply food for 
people who are starving. I have also 
prepared for pure drinking water to be 
reserved for the people,” he said.

Government data obtained by The Post 
showed that the three noodle factories in 
Cambodia have been working to increase 
production to 670,000 boxes to satisfy do-
mestic demand during the pandemic.

Factories have been directed to re-
serve 150,000 cases as a stockpile.

One More Manufacturing Co Ltd manag-
ing director Lau Vanan whose company owns 
and operates Mee Chiet, an instant-noodle 
processing plant, told The Post on Monday 
that his factory is working to double produc-
tion to contribute to the government.

This, he said, will help to maintain 
food sustainability and keep prices sta-
ble in the markets.

“As Cambodians fight against Covid-19, 
the Mee Chiet company is ready to support 
the government’s strategy and measures, 
especially in increasing production to fill 
local market demand in this difficult time.

“The company has maintained the 
same sales price and continuously pro-
moted and expanded distribution in the 
capital and the provinces,” he said. 

Vanan said his company has also or-
dered more raw materials to meet the 
needs of Cambodians.

“We have conducted a study of the 
risks of Covid-19 and are preparing a 
strategy to respond to the situation. 

“In terms of production capacity, 
we have been following government 
guidelines and continue to produce to 
meet market demand.

“I would like to call on all Cambodians to 
support this and all local products and to 
contribute to the promotion and develop-
ment of the national economy,” he said.

The government recently decided to 
suspend exports of white rice, paddy, 
and fish to sustain a steady food supply 
during the pandemic.

Besides, the Green Trade of the Min-
istry of Commerce and the Cambodian 
Rice Federation have released tens of 
thousands of tonnes of milled rice into 
the domestic market.

They said they kept prices affordable 

to prevent opportunistic traders from 
raising them during the pandemic.

Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and 
Fisheries spokesman Srey Vuthy told 
The Post last week that the supply of ag-
ricultural products, including vegeta-
bles, fish and meat would be sufficient 
for domestic demand as the govern-
ment curbs the spread of Covid-19.

The ministry is prepared to stock 
around 130 tonnes of pork per day for 
three months during the pandemic.

Cambodia’s total annual meat de-
mand is estimated to be 290,000 tonnes, 
and the Kingdom can produce 239,000 
tonnes domestically.

It is expected to be able to supply 
716,113 tonnes of domestic vegetables 
in 2020, which would satisfy 68 per cent 
of the estimated total demand of over 
one million tonnes.

Niem Chheng

THE World Health Organisation 
(WHO) and government officials said 
Cambodia is still in the early stages of 
the Covid-19 pandemic, even though 
no new cases have been recorded in 
the last seven days.

Speaking during the weekly press 
conference on the situation of Covid-
19 in the Kingdom, WHO Representa-
tive to Cambodia Li Ailan pointed out 
that different countries were at differ-
ent stages of the outbreak.

“The Covid-19 pandemic will not be 
over in any country until it is over in all 
countries. As of yesterday, a total num-
ber of more than 2.2 million cases, 
including more than 150,000 deaths 
have been reported to WHO from more 
than 130 countries and territories, this 
means this virus kills people.

“In Cambodia, WHO is very pleased 
to see that we are doing very well in re-
sponding to more than 100 cases and 
congratulations to all of us that we 
have zero deaths. This is really great 
news, but Cambodia is in the early 
stage of this pandemic,” she said.

She said countries like Italy and 
cities like Wuhan and New York City 
have seen a large increase of trans-
missions because they were in the 
middle of the pandemic stage in 
which the virus’ spread had already 
reached the community.

Minister of Health Mam Bun Heng 
said at the press conference that he 
urged WHO to prioritise Cambodia 
should effective medicine and a vac-
cine to treat Covid-19 be available.

“I appealed to the WHO that 
when there is an effective medicine 
to treat Covid-19, please provide it 

first to Cambodia.
“When there is vaccine acknowl-

edged by the WHO, please provide 
it to Cambodia on time when the 
situation is controllable, and there 
is no community transmission. This 
would be easy to deal with before it 
is too late and it has spread to the 
community,” he said.

As of Monday, the infection tally in 
Cambodia remains at 122, but only 
15 are in the hospital as 107 have 
recovered. The remaining cases in-
clude 10 in Phnom Penh, one each 
in Preah Sihanouk, Siem Reap, Kep, 
Banteay Meanchey, and Kampong 
Chhnang provinces.

Bun Heng said Cambodia has test-
ed 9,792 suspected cases from Janu-
ary to Monday.

Ministry of Health spokesperson 
Or Vandine said at the press confer-
ence: “If we are careless and think 

that we are out from under Covid-19 
and do not protect ourselves tight-
ly, the epidemic and attacks from 
Covid-19 will come.

“In this fragile situation, we don’t 
want to see the virus in our commu-
nity. We are on the red line now.”

Cambodia had closed many types 
of public and private venues to halt 
the spread of the disease. 

Bun Heng said on Monday that 
there was no plan to reopen those 
venues as yet, and the government 
is still observing the development 
of the disease in the country and 
around the world.

“Now, we see some progress, but 
we are still in a fragile situation be-
cause there is transmission from 
outside and transmission within the 
country. So the situation is so fragile. 
As for re-opening venues, let the gov-
ernment decide,” Bun Heng said.

The three noodle factories in Cambodia have been asked to increase their production to nearly 
700,000 boxes during the pandemic. post staff

Ministry of Health spokesperson Or Vandine cautioned against carelessness in the 
fight against Covid-19. hong menea



Three military medical trainees get Covid-19 in Russia
Long Kimmarita

THREE Cambodian military 
trainees tested positive for 
Covid-19 last Saturday while 
studying in Moscow, Russia, 
according to a letter written on 
Sunday by the Cambodian 
ambassador in Russia to the 
Ministry of Defence’s Interna-
tional Relations Department.

The military attache at the 
Cambodian Embassy in Mos-
cow, Pen Piseth, said in the 
letter that the three trainees 
are in their third year studying 
general medical skills at The 
Military Medical Academy.

“The trainees were infected 
by other foreign military stu-

dents studying in the same 
year and staying on the same 
floor. They have been admit-
ted to the hospital for Covid-19 
treatment and are undergoing 
follow-up health checks,” the 
letter said.

In response to the letter, 
Minister of National Defence 
Tea Banh instructed all Cam-
bodian military trainees 
studying abroad to mind their 
health.

In a Facebook post pub-
lished Monday, Banh said: 
“Dear students studying in 
other countries, please take 
care of your health and 
hygiene and maintain social 
distancing. Implement pre-

ventive measures while Cov-
id-19 is spreading.”

Piseth said the trainees do 
not suffer severe symptoms.

“According to the report from 
the school team leader itself, the 
condition of the three military 
trainees is not serious because 
they reported their health sta-
tus to the doctors immedi-
ately and were tested for Cov-
id-19 right away,” he said.

Department of International 
Relations director To Phat said 
he submitted a report to the 
Ministry of National Defence 
about the case. 

Ministry spokesman Chhum 
Socheat could not be reached 
for comment on Sunday.

Continued from page 1

High School in Phnom Penh, 
told The Post on Monday that 
her health condition is normal 
while going through a health  
check.

She was unsure if she would 
remain in quarantine. 

“I took a day off but did 
not go to my hometown be-
cause at that time there was 
heavy rain. I was afraid of 
contracting the virus from 
the rain. But I did not go to 
work either. 

“When I returned to work 
the next day, I was not al-
lowed to enter the factory and 
required to quarantine first.

“I’m very concerned that 
they won’t allow me to return 
to work. If so, I’ll face extreme 
difficulty because I owe mon-
ey to a bank. I won’t be able to 
repay my loan,” she said.

Sour confirmed to The Post 
on Monday that even after the 
14-day quarantine, there is no 
guarantee if employers will al-
low the workers back at work.

He said that because some 
workers took time off with-
out permission, which he 
said was a “serious mistake”, 
it will be left to the employ-
ers’ discretion to keep or dis-
miss them.

“If they are absent from 
work [without permission], 
it means they already aban-
doned their workplace dur-
ing the New Year. And if they 
don’t show up to inform their 
employers [after the New 
Year], it means they quit.

“It is against not only the 
workplace’s internal rules 
but also health and safety 
measures for workers. That’s 
enough [to dismiss them],” 
he said.

Minister of Health Mam 
Bun Heng said on Monday 
that the ministry had provid-
ed around $1 million for the 
labour ministry to cover food 
expenses for workers during 
the 14-day quarantine.
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Post office halts international mail 
Voun Dara

C
AMBODIA Post on 
Saturday notified 
customers that it has 
suspended mail to all 

countries due to the spread of 
Covid-19, which has interrupt-
ed air transportation almost 
completely. The post office did 
not confirm when it will resume 
International services again.

Cambodia Post director-
general Ork Bora said: “Due 
to Covid-19, flights via Thai 
Airways, Dragon Air, Malay 
Air, and ANA air have been 
suspended until April 30 
when the carriers will provide 
further information.

“It is not certain when they 
will continue operating again. 
Cambodia Post’s mail is deliv-
ered through the four flights. 
This suspension is for inter-
national mail only and we are 
open as normal for local servic-
es such as money transfers.”

Cambodia Post said its 
mission is based on the au-
tonomous implementation of 
business administration and 
finance in line with govern-
ment policy.

The goals are to push for so-
cio-economic growth, contrib-
ute to poverty reduction and 
enhance the lives of employees 
by continuing to implement 
deep reform programmes in 

both the administrative and 
financial structures. 

“Cambodia Post aims to 
serve all types of domestic 
and international postal ser-
vice with no discrimination 
in terms of race, colour, po-
litical or religious affiliation 

with the mission and duty to 
receive, collect, ship and dis-
tribute all types of mailings, 
local and international mail 
and express mail,” it said.

State Secretariat of Civil Avi-
ation spokesperson Sin Chan-
sereyvutha said at a press con-

ference on April 16 that from 
mid-February until mid-April, 
the number of tourists trav-
elling by air had dropped by 
more than 90 per cent.

“For domestic aviation, we 
haven’t analysed it because 
we are in a transitional pe-

riod. I have contacted the 
airlines and they still have 
no precise information yet. 
However, we can estimate 
the decrease in the number 
of international passengers 
from February until mid-
April,” he said.

Cambodia Post will continue its local service, but all international services have been suspended indefinitely. cambodia post

According to the National Police website, authorities arrested 35 suspects on Monday alone. police

Minister of National Defence Tea Banh instructed all Cambodian 
military trainees studying abroad to mind their health. facebook

Police bust 3,079 drug crimes, arrest 6,146 since January
Ry Sochan

BETWEEN January 1 and Mon-
day, police intervened in 3,079 
drug-related crimes and 
arrested 6,146 people, includ-
ing 87 foreigners of seven 
nationalities, said the Nation-
al Authority for Combating 
Drugs (NACD).

The General Secretariat of the 
NACD said on Tuesday that the 
items seized in the drug offences 
included 16 cars, 657 motorcy-
cles, 1,943 phones, 128 scales, 
three hand-guns and eight rifles.

NACD secretary-general 
Meas Vyrith told The Post on 
Monday that the authorities 
had made efforts to enforce 
the law on drug offences in 
line with the government’s 
fifth anti-drug campaign.

Among the more than 6,000 
perpetrators, those involved in 

the crimes have been referred 
to prosecutors. “A small number 
have been sent for treatment 
and rehabilitation,” he said.

Vyrith said the NACD will con-
tinue to use the same measures, 
mechanisms and actions in the 
fight against illegal drugs.

While Covid-19 is spreading, 
Vyrith said he has not been 
able to predict whether the 
drug problem will improve or 
worsen. However, in terms of 
transport, he said tougher bor-
der restrictions could lead to a 
reduction in drug trafficking.

“The remaining drugs from 
before Covid-19 continue to be 
circulated,” Vyrith said.

The National Police website 
said that on Monday alone, the 
authorities arrested 35 sus-
pects in 24 drug-related crimes 
nationwide.

From March 31 until April 2, 

Svay Rieng provincial authori-
ties arrested three Vietnamese 
suspects for processing, storing 
and trafficking cross-border 
drugs. The authorities seized 
1,495g of drugs, three vehicles, 
a motorbike, three mobile 
phones and two scales.

Rights group Adhoc’s Banteay 
Meanchey provincial coordi-
nator Sum Chankea told The 
Post on Monday that he had 
seen the government focus on 
the drug issue, but perpetra-
tors, drug traders, and smokers 
were still using drugs.

“So we are only arresting the 
drug users. Most of the prison-
ers are consumers, but the 
producers haven’t been arrest-
ed. It is difficult to prevent. In 
order not to have drugs, we 
need to find out who the pro-
ducers are and what the big 
dealers are doing,” he said.

Returning 
workers 
face hard 
road back
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Khorn Savi

THE Ministry of Health has 
appealed to the public to 
stop using quick weight loss 
medicines as it could endan-
ger their lives. it also warned 
of legal action against sellers 
who don’t register their me-
dicinal products. 

in a Monday announcement, 
the ministry said it had previ-
ously inspected quick weight 
loss products and found they 
were effective because they 

contained sibutramine – a 
prohibited substance in the 
medical sector.

“This substance seriously 
harms health and users can 
face an increased risk of heart 
attacks and strokes,” the an-
nouncement said. 

Ministry officials had been 
paying close attention to a 
Facebook user named  Tey 
loner, who had been adver-
tising a weight loss product 
called Slim-Me without regis-
tering it with the ministry.

The advertisements told 
lies and presented distorted 

facts to the public, while the 
product itself had no proper 
scientific basis, the ministry 
said.

“Slim-Me can help. it truly 
promotes weight loss in the 
short term. Eat only one can, 
and you can lose two to five 
kg. it is guaranteed to not 
harm your health,” one of 
loner’s posts said.

The ministry urged the pub-
lic to avoid wasting money on 
a product that could harm, or 
possibly even kill them.

it said it would take strict 
legal action against loner, 
who imported and adver-
tised the unregistered prod-
ucts. The Post reached loner 
on Monday.

“i am delaying selling the 
product because i am in a 
province. i don’t know when i 
will sell it again. let’s wait and 
see when i go back to [phnom 
penh]. The product is safe.

“if someone wants to buy it 
or know more about it, they 
can send me a message via 
[Facebook] Messenger,” lon-
er said.

Ministry: Weight 
loss medicine can 
hurt health, wallet

This substance [sibutramine] 
seriously harms health and 

users face an inceased risk of 
heart attacks and strokes

Siem reap park rangers 
find illegal shack, cut trees

Ry Sochan 

p
arK rangers from the Siem 
reap provincial Department 
of Environment discovered 
an array of illegal activities 

while on patrol last week, including 
the construction of a small wooden 
hut in the phnom Kulen National park, 
a suspect cutting down a sralao tree 
in phnom Sramoch, and four felled 
rosewood trees in the angkor area.

The Ministry of Environment said 
park rangers patrolling forests in the 
phnom Kulen National park on Sat-
urday questioned a farm guard from 
Trapaing russey village, Boeung 
Mealea commune, Svay leu district 
who had been building a small hut.

The man asserted that he is a farm 
guard and the rangers asked him to 
sign an agreement to remove the 
hut within seven days.

Siem reap provincial Department 
of Environment director Sun Kong 
told The Post on Monday: “He is a 
villager at Boeung Mealea, but he 
guards the farm and land for others. 
We will follow up on that case”.

Kong said people are afraid of 
park rangers lately because there 
has been action taken against forest 
crime perpetrators.

“But there is growing support 
from local authorities, and the 
people desire to prevent crimes and 
participate in other actions with the 
relevant authorities,” he said.

Kong said his officials cooperated 
with local authorities to stamp out 
major crimes and that their main 

task is to stop natural resource 
crimes, especially in protected areas 
designated by the ministry.

in another incident on Saturday, 
the ministry said Boeung per Wild-
life Sanctuary park rangers and 
phnom Balaing community mem-
bers found a suspect cutting down 
a sralao tree in the phnom Sramoch 
area located at Khvao village, Khvao 
commune, Chi Kraeng district.

The suspect ran away when he 
saw the rangers, leaving behind a 
large chainsaw, 13 pieces of sralao 
lumber and a tractor. The confis-

cated materials are being kept at the 
district office as evidence.

in a separate incident, an apsara 
National authority (aNa) official 
patrolling a forest in the angkor area 
on april 16 found four cut rosewood 
trees.

Kong said: “We didn’t find out 
about the crime until we did our 
daily patrols because the trees were 
felled during the night when we 
don’t have any forces on patrols.”

aNa spokesman long Kosal told 
The Post on Monday that his team is 
still looking for the suspect. 

Park rangers discovered a suspect cutting down a sralao tree, while ANA authorities 
found four cut rosewood trees in the Angkor area. ministry OF envirOnment

Park rangers asked the builder of this makeshift hut to remove it within seven days. 
ministry OF envirOnment
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The Covid-19 pandemic has 
triggered a crisis for people 
around the globe, including  
here in Cambodia. 

This crisis is not just health re-
lated, it has also caused an economic 
slowdown due to the social distanc-
ing measures being taken to stop the 
spread of the disease. 

When people are unable to go 
out and earn a livelihood, it creates 
even more misery for their families, 
especially for daily wage earners who 
cannot work from home. 

In Cambodia, that includes thou-
sands of tuk-tuk drivers and tour 
guides who are now struggling to 
make ends meet. 

Koy Daravuth, a tuk-tuk driver in 
Siem Reap, used to earn up to $20 
each day. But now, with the Covid-19 
pandemic, he can only earn around  
$2 per day. On some days, he earns 
nothing.

“Prior to the pandemic, we could 
afford chicken or beef to eat, but now 
we have to make do with noodles or 
canned fish,” he said. 

More than 50,000 people in 
Cambodia drive a tuk-tuk to generate 
their main source of income. 

According to the Tuk-Tuk Associa-
tion, each driver can normally earn 
about $15 per day. however, during 
the pandemic, when people have 
little need for ride hailing services, 
driver earnings are more in line with 
Daravuth on just $2. 

Tuk-tuk drivers are not alone in 
seeing their earnings plummet. More 
than 3,000 tour guides share a similar 
predicament as tourism and hospital-
ity stagnates during the pandemic.

Since 2016, Ra Saven, 37, has 
been working as a tour guide in 
Siem Reap, showing off Cambodia’s 
cultural heritage mainly to Japanese 

tourists. Now, she is stuck at home 
without any earnngs to help her fam-
ily with expenses.

“I am so stressed now my source 
of income is gone,” she said. “I have 
to count on my husband’s income to 
pay the bank loan and feed my 11-
month-old daughter.”

To help those affected by the 
Covid-19 outbreak, Wing Cash 
Xpress agents, employees of Wing 
(Cambodia) Limited Specialised Bank 
and Royal Group have launched a 
fundraising initiative to support these 
families and help them keep food on 
the table. 

Through this charitable programme, 
they are trying to organise funds to  
help each participating family meet 
their basic needs.

“As responsible corporate citizens, 
we are being mindful not just of our 
own safety and health, but also that 
of a needy neighbour and a suffering 
countryman,” Wing CeO Manu Rajan 
said. 

“It is crucial that Wing joins togeth-
er to do our part to support and help 
our community so we can all come out 
of this tough time together. Your kind 
support not only helps those in need, 
but it also inspires others to do more 

to help protect our community.”   
Other willing citizens can also help 

support community members in need 
by making a financial donation to the 
Wing Relief Account. 

If using the Wing Money Mobile 
App, the account number is 03210000 
for donating riel and 03310000 for 
dollars. Donors can also contribute 
through any of the 7,500 Wing Cash 
Xpress Agents across Cambodia.

Wing staff and agents raise funds to support 
communities in need amid Covid-19 outbreak
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 Wing (Cambodia) Limited Specialised Bank CEO Manu Rajan (second from right). Wing promotes a Covid-19 awareness campaign.

MEdia paRtnER

Khorn Savi

THE international Commit-
tee of the red Cross (iCrC) 
on Monday conducted train-
ing on chlorine disinfec-
tion to prevent the Covid-19 
pandemic in the Kingdom’s 
prisons.

The training took place after 
the iCrC donated 20 tonnes of 
medical materials to the Gen-
eral Department of prisons 
(GDp) last week.  

a notice issued by the iCrC 
said GDp officials from 28 
correctional centres in the 
capital and provinces had 
joined the training which 
was conducted for one day at 
Correction Centre i.

“This training is supported 
by donations from the iCrC 
to prevent the disease in pris-
ons,” the notice said.

On april 10, GDp director-
general Chan Kimseng and 
iCrC’s mission head in Cam-
bodia, roman paramonov, 
co-signed an agreement for 
donations of 20 tonnes of 
medical materials.

The items included 50kg of 
calcium hypochlorite powder 
(221 buckets), protective cloth-
ing, boots, gloves, goggles, wa-
ter spray buckets, sanitisers, 
and medical face masks.

The iCrC said in the no-
tice that it had continued to 
support the health, hygiene 
and sanitation needs of de-
tainees and prison personnel 

in terms of materials, equip-
ment, training and follow-up 
activities necessary for orga-
nising screening posts, sani-
tation and protection of more 
than 38,000 detainees and 
4,000 prison staff.

its communications officer 
phalkun Chan told The Post on 
Monday that the training was 
conducted to help prison of-
ficials learn about techniques 
and how to use the powder to 
kill the virus in prisons. 

“This training is for them to 
know how to use clean materi-
als and kill the virus, and spe-
cial emphasis is put on the use 
of chlorine to prevent tuber-
culosis. Overall, after we touch 
objects with our hands, we 
have to wash them,” she said.

GDp spokesman Nuth Savna 
could not be reached for com-
ment on Monday. 

But he previously empha-
sised that measures being im-
plemented in prisons to pre-
vent Covid-19 include delaying 
visits, installing disinfectant 
machines and taking tempera-
tures at exits and entrances.

Detainees have to follow 
the directive of the Ministry 
of Health by washing hands 
with soap regularly, refraining 
from touching their faces and 
wearing facemasks.

But he said detainees are fac-
ing social distancing issues be-
cause prisons are overcrowded. 

a prisoner only has 1m of 
space to sleep in.

prison staff receive 
red Cross training

prison break plot put down
Khouth Sophak Chakrya

a 
GrOUp of 26 prisoners at the 
Kampong Speu provincial 
prison attempted to bust out 
by pretending to have stomach 

pains and then attacked and injured four 
prison officials. However, the escape plot 
failed when it was put down by Kampong 
Speu provincial armed forces.

Kampong Speu provincial prison chief 
Tin Vanny told The Post on Monday that 
the insurrection occurred on Sunday. 
The prisoners were newly transferred in-
mates who were required to be detained 
separately from other prisoners for 14 
days as a precaution against Covid-19.

“according to the Kampong Speu pro-
vincial Court detention order, the men in 
question were arrested by the authorities 
for drug offences and causing violence. 
Their cases have yet to be heard by the 
court,” Vanny said.

He said prior to the escape attempt, 
three or four prisoners had pretended to 
have stomach pains, repeatedly running 
into the toilet, and then lying down in 
the detention room while another four 
to 10 prisoners called on prison officials 
to intervene and take them to the hospi-
tal for treatment.

Four prison guards unlocked the cell 
door and were attacked and injured. 
prison staff immediately reported the 
incident to the Kampong Speu provin-
cial governor with a request to intervene 
and dispatch forces to put down the vio-
lence.

Vanny said 12 minutes later, at 7:12pm 
on Sunday, armed forces, including po-
lice, Military police and soldiers num-
bering more than 100, arrived and en-
circled the prison.

“about 20 of the 46 prisoners who did 
not participate in the offence ran to stay 

in their room. The other 26 prisoners, 
who were causing the rebellion, ran to 
the roof of the building and hid near the 
barbed wire fence.

“at 7:20pm we were able to detain them 
and send back into the prison cell safely. 
Currently, authorities are preparing to 
file complaints against them for prison 
rebellion and intentional violence. We 
shall submit our complaint to the pros-
ecutor at the Kampong Speu provincial 
Court,” Vanny said.

He said the four prison officials injured 
in the attack included Cheam Sophal, 
the deputy head of the Kampong Speu 
prison. Soung ratha, the deputy head 
of the prison administration suffered 
head injuries while Sunn Samnang and 
ry phorn, both deputy chiefs of security, 

also suffered injuries. Kampong Speu 
provincial governor Vei Samnang told 
The Post on Monday that the case was 
indicative of the good cooperation of the 
armed forces to ensure security for the 
people and the nation.

“after receiving reports from prison 
officials that there were insurgents at-
tacking the prison officials to escape, i 
ordered the armed forces to immediate-
ly repress the riot and our forces spent 
10 minutes completing the operation 
quickly without anyone escaping.

“although the prisoners were new, and 
their court hearings had not begun, the 
offences they committed on Sunday night 
means they will face additional charges on 
top of their previous offences the court has 
charged them with,” Samnang said.

These prison officials were attacked by inmates who faked illness in a botched escape attempt. 
facebook 
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4,075 1.4062 7.0716 107.72 4.3750 1.4216 32.47 0.6378 1.0876 1.2457

Hin Pisei 

Sihanouk international airport 
will soon increase its capacity 
to allow for long-haul flights – 
flights longer than seven hours 
– and the upgrade is expected 
to enhance relations in the 
trade, investment and tourism 
sectors between Cambodia 
and the rest of the world.

at a press conference on the 
“progress and implementa-
tion plan of the Secretariat of 
Civil aviation” last week, State 
Secretariat of Civil aviation 
spokesman Chea aun said the 
construction of an additional 
3,300m of runway is set to be 
completed by June, at which 
point long-haul aircrafts could 
fly directly to Cambodia.

“We have now completed 
2,500m of the runway, and we 
are working with the SCa [Soci-
ete Concessionnaire des aero-
ports] on a further 800m to com-
plete the 3,300m,” said aun.

He said the airport is cur-
rently only able to accommo-
date flights lasting six hours 
or less, such as flights to Bei-
jing, Seoul and Dubai.

after the expansion of the 
runways, long-haul flights up 
to 12 hours long – such as to 
paris – will be possible.

Cambodia Freight Forward-
ers association president 
Sin Chanthy told The Post on 
Monday that the expansion 
will not only enhance the 
tourism sector, but will also 

contribute significantly to ex-
panding Cambodia’s agricul-
tural products market to more 
countries around the world.

“Once direct flights can go 
further, opportunities will in-
crease for exporting agricul-
tural products . . . to more dis-
tant countries,” he said.

Currently, over 10 per cent 
of Cambodian cargo is trans-
ported by air, with the rest being 
transported by water, he added.

royal academy of Cambo-
dia researcher Hong Vanak said 
travelling and transport infra-
structure preparation is crucial 
to attract investors to Cambodia 
because they all need to trans-
port goods to sell on the market.

“The development of infra-
structure is necessary to develop 
a national economy,” he said.

While Cambodia still has 
plenty of investment opportu-
nities, accommodating long-
haul flights will allow preah 
Sihanouk province and its 
neighbouring areas to receive 
more investments, he added.

provincial Department of 
Tourism director Taing Sochet 
Kresna said the airport upgrade 
would improve the tourism sec-
tor and attract more investment. 

He said if the logistics sec-
tor of Cambodia is strong, 
the economy will grow ac-
cordingly. “The extension 
the long-haul flight will help 
the tourism sector and socio-
economic development in all 
sectors.”

S’ville airport will soon 
offer long-haul flights

ViETNaM Cashew association 
(Vinacas) chairman pham Van Cong 
has said the cashew nut industry will 
struggle to achieve its export target of 
$4 billion this year due to the novel 
coronavirus (Covid-19) pandemic.

The disease has caused many Eu-
ropean and american countries to 
restrict the movement of people, 
so the demand for food reserves 
increased but there is difficulty in 
transport and processing of cashew 
nuts, said Cong.

Some experts and cashew nut pro-
cessors have forecast that the crop’s 
prices will fall further because it is 
not a main food. Consumers will pri-
oritise spending on main foods dur-
ing the pandemic.

Cong told the Saigon Giai phong 
(Liberated Saigon) newspaper that 
Vietnam’s cashew nut exports were 
expected to decrease in both volume 
and value. The total export value is 
estimated to reach $3 billion this 
year, $1 billion lower than the target.

Ministry of industry and Trade data 
shows that the cashew nut export 
value in the first quarter of this year 
reached $644 million, an increase of 
only 0.8 per cent over the same pe-
riod last year due to Covid-19.

Cong said the pandemic has also 

forced the association to delay the 
2020 international Cashew Confer-
ence from March 2020 to next year, 
and also re-arrange plans on organ-
ising trade promotion delegations to 
China under the National Trade pro-
motion programme.

With that situation, the associa-
tion has recommended cashew nut 
processing and export enterprises to 
consider carefully before deciding to 
import raw cashew from other coun-
tries for processing, including from 
african countries and Cambodia.

The enterprises should not pur-
chase raw materials when they do not 
have yet cashew nut export contracts.

They need to collect market infor-
mation from many sources, thereby 
assessing the local and global ca-
shew markets and impacts on those 
markets, especially the impact of the 
pandemic, to ensure their produc-
tion and business efficiency.

at the same time, cashew farmers 
are also facing many difficulties due 
to the pandemic. Therefore, Vinacas 
has called on the enterprises to pro-
mote purchasing of raw materials 
from the farmers. That will contrib-
ute to maintaining development of 
the local raw material regions. VIET NAM 

NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

VN cashew nuts could miss 
export target due to outbreak

Salt set to meet local demand
Thou Vireak

C
aMBODia will be able 
to supply sufficient 
salt for the domestic 
market this year, said 

Salt producers Community of 
Kampot-Kep (SpCKK) co-pres-
ident Bun Baraing.

He said the favourable 
weather has led to an increase 
in production over last year’s 
harvest season. Estimates 
show that yields were around 
70,000 tonnes as of mid-april, 
which translates to about 70 
per cent of the Kingdom’s to-
tal annual domestic demand.

“This year, we’ll produce 
more salt than the last couple 
of years as we have been able 
to harvest from January due 
to a lack of rain.

“The exact figures will be 
tallied in June as salt collec-
tion is ongoing,” he said, add-
ing that salt farmers are cur-
rently able to fetch 15,000 riel 
($3.75) per 50kg bag – a simi-
lar rate to last year.

“if we see that there is a 
lack of salt when we compile 
our report, we will ask for ap-
proval in principle from the 
government to import the 
commodity, but we hope to 
not come out short this year,” 
he said.

Cambodian salt production 
is only available in Kampot 
and Kep provinces, and the 
harvest usually begins from 
mid-January to the end of 
april each year.

The two provinces have 
4,748 of salt fields with each 
hectare producing an aver-
age of 20 tonnes per year. The 
average salt demand in the 
Kingdom is between 80,000 
and 100,000 tonnes per year, 
SpCKK data shows.

Salt production in the prov-
inces soared from 80,000 
tonnes in 2013 to 147,000 in 
2014 and then to 175,172 in 
2015, before slowing down to 
143,145 tonnes in 2016 and 

then to a dismal 33,058 in 
2017.

Over the past three years, 
the output has averaged just 
more than 30,000 tonnes per 
year, the data shows.

last year, the government 
allowed the SpCKK to import 
30,000 tonnes of salt from 
China and Thailand to meet 
domestic demand, said a Min-
istry of industry, Science, Tech-
nology and innovation report.

it cited a number of issues 

that continue to plague salt 
farming, such as lower wages 
compared to other industries, 
which caused its total work-
force to fall to 5,000 last year, 
it said.

Second, a number of salt 
producers have sought to 
convert agricultural land into 
residential, commercial and 
tourism land.

Third, it said irregular rain-
fall is a major concern as it 
disrupts the supply chain.

Salt production in the provinces soared from 80,000 tonnes in 2013 to 147,000 in 2014 and then to 175,172 in 
2015, before slowing down to 143,145 tonnes in 2016 and then to a dismal 33,058 in 2017. HENG CHIVOAN

MFi amret offers grace periods
May Kunmakara

SOME 120,000 amret Microfinance 
institution group loan borrowers 
affected financially by the Covid-19 
crisis recently received a three to 
six-month grace period on loan re-
structures, it said in an announce-
ment on Sunday.

The move makes it the first microfi-
nance institution (MFi) to publicly an-
nounce financial relief for its customers.

Group loan customers are pre-
dominantly rural-based, small-
holding farmers who often depend 
on the income of family members’ 
working in garment factories, which 
have seen widespread closures be-
cause of the pandemic, said amret.

Noting that group loan custom-
ers are among the most vulnerable 
to economic hardships during the 
pandemic, it said it will offer to im-
mediately defer their interest and 
principal repayments for three 
months upon request.

its CEO Dos Dinn said its sound fi-
nancial standing allowed it to make 
this offer to its customers as an es-
sential part of its business mission. 

Despite the challenges posed by 
Covid-19 to many of amret’s cus-
tomers, many other customers are 
still operating their businesses suc-

cessfully, he said.
“amret hopes that the implemen-

tation of this grace period will sup-
port our clients and their families 
during this difficult economic situ-
ation brought on by the Covid-19 
global crisis,” said Dinn.

The announcement comes just 
two days after Cambodia Microfi-
nance association (CMa) issued a 
joint statement saying that its mem-
bers will try their best to support 
customers facing difficulties during 

the pandemic.
The statement adhered to guide-

lines set by the National Bank of 
Cambodia (NBC) on March 27 call-
ing for all banks and financial institu-
tions to assist with credit restructur-
ing for loans in four priority sectors 
– tourism, garments, construction, 
and transport and logistics. 

Dinn said amret will offer indi-
vidual clients solutions based on 

case-by-case assessments, includ-
ing partial or full deferred payments 
from three to six months, to ease 
their financial burdens.

amret will pay particular attention 
to individual borrowers in the busi-
ness sectors identified by the NBC as 
most vulnerable to the pandemic, as 
well as the agricultural sector he said.

“We value their [customers’] sup-
port and we thank them for their 
continued commitment to fulfil 
their financial obligations, which 

in turn will help support amret’s ef-
forts to provide financial assistance 
to those most impacted during this 
pandemic,” said Dinn.

amret serves more than 500,000 cli-
ents ranging from low-income farmers 
to small and medium-sized enterprises 
for both lending and deposit products. 

The institution has assets of over 
$1 billion and deposits exceeding 
$500 million.

Amret hopes that the 
implementation of this 

grace period will support our 
clients and their families
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BaNGlaDESH’S export earn-
ings await a massive blow in the 
coming months as the global 
coronavirus pandemic has 
wreaked havoc on orders and 
shipment while sending facto-
ries to a near standstill, export-
ers and experts have said.

Earnings had taken a hit 
last month, plunging 18.29 
per cent year-on-year to 
$2.73 billion, because of a 
drop in shipments of major 
commodities like garment, 
leather and leather goods and 
frozen foods, said the Export 
promotion Bureau.

“The impact of the pandem-
ic was not reflected on the ex-
port figures of March as those 
were based on the shipments 
made earlier,” said policy re-
search institute executive di-
rector ahsan H Mansur.

The coronavirus outbreak 
started affecting production 
from the beginning of this 
month when most of the in-
dustrial units in Bangladesh 
were shut down.

Mansur’s observation was 
aligned with the outcome 
between april 1 and april 15, 
when apparel exports nose-
dived 83.74 per cent to $194 
million from a year earlier, 
data from Bangladesh Gar-
ment Manufacturers and Ex-
porters association shows.

Shipment of garment, 
which accounts for about 84 
per cent of Bangladesh’s total 
exports, declined 26.70 per 
cent year-on-year to $1.97 bil-
lion last month.

The pandemic started affect-
ing apparel export as most re-
tailers kept their shutters down 
in the US and Europe, and can-
celled work orders worth more 
than $3.11 billion so far.

The worst-affected countries 
such as italy, the UK, the US, 
France, Spain and Germany 
are the prime destinations of 
Bangladeshi garment items.

The US imports apparel 
items worth $6 billion per year 
from Bangladesh, while Ger-
many also sources almost the 
same amount. The country 
exports about $3 billion worth 
of garment items to italy and 
the UK each, and $2.5 billion 
to Spain and France each.

Under the present circum-
stances, Mansur said Ban-
gladesh should keep export-

ing its products, if necessary, 
on a limited scale, as there 
is a demand for Bangladeshi 
products in the international 
markets.

Bangladesh can resume pro-
duction at its factories after 
april 25 by taking appropri-
ate safety measures as many 
countries like Spain and Chi-
na have opened their factories 
and markets, he said.

leathergoods and Footwear 
Manufacturers and Exporters 
association of Bangladesh 
president Saiful islam said 
international buyers have 
cancelled work orders worth 
$316 million so far.

Shipment of leather and 
leather goods, the second 
biggest export industry after 
garments, fell 10.78 per cent 
to $688.51 million in the Ju-
ly-March period of the fiscal 
year, while the sector fetched 
a total of $1.02 billion in fiscal 
2018-2019.

“We will face further chal-
lenges in the international 
markets as our rivals like 
China, Vietnam and Cambo-
dia are opening their facto-
ries gradually,” islam told The 
Daily Star.

Since the factories in Bangla-
desh are closed now, buyers are 
not even placing any queries, 
he said, adding: “So, the future 
is bleak for the sector.”

The total export receipts 
last month were 28.61 per 
cent short of the monthly 
target at $3.82 billion. The 
overall exports earnings fell 
6.24 per cent year-on-year to 
$28.97 billion during the Ju-
ly-March period of the fiscal 
year. The amount is 14.52 per 
cent below the periodic target 
of $33.89 billion.

During the period, the ship-
ment of frozen foods declined 
3.91 per cent to $402.6 mil-
lion, agricultural products 0.1 
per cent to $721.98 million, 
terry towel 29.12 per cent to 
$30.04 million and home tex-
tile 7.59 per cent to $598.19 
million.

However, the shipment of 
jute and jute goods rose 23.49 
per cent to $775.63 million, 
pharmaceuticals 6.50 per 
cent to $106.22 million and 
footwear 25.17 per cent to 
$242.07 million. THE DAILY STAR 

(BANGLADESH)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Bangladesh exporters 
are a bundle of nerves 
as global orders dry up

Millions of Thai workers lack 
month of savings, says study
E

iGHT million Thai 
workers are at risk of 
economic difficulty 
as their savings can 

sustain them for only 30 days, 
says a study from TMB ana-
lytics, the analytics unit of 
TMB Bank pcl.

its executive director Naris 
Sathapholdecha said 34 per 
cent of Thais have sufficient 
savings or can last for more 
than six months without work, 
45 per cent can manage for two 
to three months while 20 per 
cent have savings to sustain 
them for less than one month.

in case of unforeseen events 
such as unemployment from 
the Covid-19 pandemic, TMB 
found that 38 million in the 
Thai workforce are at risk 
with an average of eight mil-
lion people (20 per cent) who 
cannot sustain themselves 
for more than a month while 
another 30 million have sav-
ings for more than a month, 
but only 13 million people 
can support their families for 
more than six months.

The Bank of Thailand (BoT) 
reported at the end of Febru-
ary that 101 million accounts 
of all types were deposits 
totalling 14.15 trillion baht 
($440 billion), an increase of 
2.75 per cent or more than 
3.79 billion baht.

Most of the deposits are not 
more than 50,000 baht, in 88.21 
million accounts, amounting 
to 419 billion baht.

Naris said: “after the Covid-19 
outbreak, the burden of expens-
es may be reduced and lead to 
savings for use in future.

“However, the savings be-
haviour will return to depos-
its, as can be seen from the 
deposits growth, while the 
investment of risk-weighted 
assets, both real estate stocks 
and funds, will decrease until 
the market returns to normal.

“Therefore, people will save 
money in the form of deposits 
this year because it is safe and 
is protected up to five million 
baht while the banks them-
selves don’t reduce the interest 
on retail deposits but only on 

corporate deposits,” he said.
The household savings 

structure will see funds in de-
posits increase to 45 per cent, 
from 37.9 per cent at the end 
of last year.

Household deposits 
amounted to 7.96 trillion 
baht, accounting for 37.9 per 
cent of total savings, followed 
by funds 24.2 per cent (5.08 
trillion baht), insurance 13.38 
per cent (2.81 trillion baht), 
and provident fund 19.15 per 
cent (4.02 trillion baht)

“This is a good opportunity 
to control costs, especially 
trying to reduce unnecessary 
expenses. Studies show that 
one in four, or 25 per cent, 
can be reduced,” said Naris.

On Sunday, a Covid-19 aid 
package worth 1.9 trillion 
baht came into effect with the 
publishing of four emergency 
decrees and one royal Decree 
in the royal Gazette.

The four emergency decrees 
will allow the Ministry of Fi-
nance and the BoT to borrow 
money up to 1.9 trillion baht, 

about 10 per cent of gross do-
mestic product.

The first decree will enable 
the ministry to borrow one tril-
lion for spending on fighting 
Covid-19 and support people 
affected by the pandemic.

The second one will allow 
it and the BoT to provide 500 
billion baht of financial sup-
port to small and medium-
sized enterprises.

The third one will allow 
them to provide 400 billion 
baht for corporate bond pur-
chases, aimed at stabilising 
the bond market.

The fourth one allows pri-
vate companies to have a 
meeting via electronic means, 
such as video conference.

The ministry and the BoT 
also sought a royal Decree to 
extend deposit insurance at 
five million baht per bank ac-
count per bank for one year 
more, if there were no interven-
tion, insurance coverage would 
be lowered to one million baht 
on august 10 onward. THE NATION 

(THAILAND)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Eight million Thai workers, or 20 per cent of the workforce, do not have enough savings to last a month. AfP

Oil prices collapse on storage fears, asian equities down
Oil prices collapsed to more than 
two-decade lows on Monday as trad-
ers grow concerned that storage 
facilities are reaching their limits, 
while signs that the coronavirus may 
have peaked in Europe and the US 
were unable to help asian equities 
extend their recent advances.

US crude benchmark West Texas inter-
mediate (WTi) briefly plunged almost 
20 per cent to below $14.50 – its lowest 
since 1999 –  as stockpiles continue to 
build owing to a crash in demand caused 
by the Covid-19 pandemic.

analysts said this month’s agree-
ment between top producers to slash 
output by 10 million barrels per day 
was having little impact on the oil 
crisis because of lockdowns and 

travel restrictions that are keeping 
billions of people at home.

WTi was hit particularly hard as its 
main US storage facilities in Cushing, 
Oklahoma, were filling up, with Tri-
fecta Consultants analyst Sukrit 
Vijayakar saying refineries were not 
processing crude fast enough.

There are also plenty of supplies from 
the Middle East with no buyers as 
“freight costs are high”, he told aFp.

“i think we will see a test of the 1998 
lows at $11 sooner rather than later,” 
Oanda senior market analyst Jeffrey 
Halley told aFp.

and axiCorp’s Stephen innes added: 
“it’s a dump at all cost as no one . . . 
wants delivery of oil, with Cushing stor-
age facilities filling by the minute.

“it hasn’t taken long for the market 
to recognise that the Opec+ deal will 
not, in its present form, be enough to 
balance oil markets.”

Stock markets were mostly lower 
despite governments starting to con-
sider how and when to ease lockdowns 
that have crippled the global economy.

italy, Spain, France and Britain 
reported drops in daily death tolls and 
slowing infection rates, while Germany 
began allowing some shops to reopen 
and Norway restarted nurseries.

“We are scoring points against the 
epidemic,” said French prime Minister 
Edouard philippe, but he insisted “we 
are not out of the health crisis yet”.

Mounting evidence suggests that 
the lockdowns and social distancing 

are slowing the spread of the virus. 
That has intensified planning in many 
countries to begin loosening curbs on 
movement and easing the crushing 
pressure on national economies.

Shanghai, Mumbai and Bangkok 
rose while london, paris and Frank-
furt also edged up in early trade. The 
Cambodia Securities Exchange 
index gained 1.14 per cent.

But most other markets were in 
retreat.

Hong Kong shed 0.2 per cent, while 
Tokyo fell more then one per cent as 
Japan struggles to contain the dis-
ease, while Sydney shed 2.5 per cent. 
Seoul dropped 0.8 per cent and 
Manila dropped one per cent. There 
were also losses in Taipei, Singapore, 

Wellington and Jakarta.
“The longer investors have to con-

template future economic issues 
while they wait for more countries to 
be on the downward slope of the pan-
demic curve, the more scope there is 
of risk assets pricing in a difficult 
future,” said Chris iggo of aXa invest-
ment Managers UK.

investors are keeping an eye on Wash-
ington, where Congress and the White 
House are working towards a $450 bil-
lion economic relief plan for small busi-
ness to add to the trillions already 
pledged to support the economy.

Big-name companies including 
iBM, Netflix and Coca-Cola are due 
to deliver their earnings reports. 
AfP
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Sandy Kotan, the owner of  
Only One Planet, has teamed 
up with business consultants 
The Idea to help develop 

“Eat2donate”.
The programme allows people 

ordering a meal for delivery to give 
$2 to $3 to buy one for members of 
marginalised communities and front-
line workers at Khmer-Soviet hospital 
via Friends International. 

“Since its introduction on april 3, 
the programme has delivered nearly 
250 meals and received donations in 
excess of 300 meals.

“I love my job but it’s these sorts 
of projects that really motivate me to 
grow the business, and I can use the 
profits to support projects like this that 
have a meaningful, positive impact for 
the Cambodian people,” Kotan said.

The name Only One Planet may 
sound familiar. It provides eco-
friendly packaging alternatives to 
restaurants across the Kingdom. 

It distributes compostable boxes for 
takeaways, as well as bowls, glasses, 
sauce cups and plates of various sizes 
made out of sugar cane.

Kotan, who took over the firm in 
2018, has broadened the company’s 
restaurant range, adding straws made 
from noodles and wooden cutlery. 
She has also added a reusable silicon 
products to help reduce dependence 
on single-use plastics.

The company, with only three 
staff, has made significant inroads in 
providing sustainable packaging to 
the food and beverage industry and 
become a vibrant part of Cambodia’s 
eco-community. 

However, it is facing challenges 
due to the Covid-19 outbreak. 

despite her business being in a pre-
carious position and orders dwindling, 
Kotan is still giving back.

She regularly supports environ-
mentally conscious projects and 
initiatives, including supplying the 
Trapaeng Sangke Eco Resort with 500 
mangrove saplings and products for 
its guesthouses. 

She has lobbied food delivery apps 
to add a filter identifying restaurants 
that are eco-conscious and allow us-
ers to refuse condiments and cutlery. 

She has also brought Cocolist – a 
digital directory of environmentally 
friendly businesses – to Cambodia.

“Humanity has moved from a 
culture that respected and revered 
their natural environment to a more 
extractive model – as if the Earth 
existed only to give its bounty to 
humans,” she said.

Made of bagasse – the fibrous resi-
due from sugarcane extraction – Only 
One Planet’s plates and containers ac-
count for 80 per cent of its business. 
These products take about four weeks 
to decompose naturally in a landfill.

Kotan stressed that people must 
begin to differentiate between “biode-
gradable” and “compostable” products.

“Everything is biodegradable even-
tually, from plastic bags to even this,” 
she said knocking on her phone. 

“Many companies are marketing 
products as ‘biodegradable’, but the 
term is often used deceptively and has 
become almost meaningless. 

“The best products will be ‘home 
compostable’ and vendors will provide 
certification and content testing, 
among others without hesitation. 
In Cambodia, even the ‘industrially 
iompostable’ certification means little 

as there are no facilities here, and 
in landfills, they will often perform 
much like regular plastics,” she said.

Kotan arrived in Cambodia five 
years ago and not only adopted it as 
her home, but a young boy too. 

It is just another example of how 
she is dedicated to giving back to the 
community.

However, with the demand for 
delivery and takeaway spiking, the 
arizona native revealed she is hold-
ing on and hoping for the Covid-19 
storm to subside leaving her business 
standing.

“We were doing just great until six 
weeks ago, but to be honest, I’m not 
sure what the future holds.

“I estimate that at least 60 to 70 per 
cent of my clients have closed, some 
temporarily, but others permanently. 

“although the delivery model is 

very popular now, the net result is a 
60 to 70 per cent drop in overall busi-
ness,” said Kotan.

When asked what the chances were 
of Only One Planet remaining opera-
tional in September, she said it was 
“between a four and a six [out of 10]”.

as the interview concludes, Kotan 
answers her phone. 

She had been neglecting it for about 
an hour. 

On the other end is a delivery driver 
with a donation of face masks from a 
supplier.

The Rotary Club of Phnom Pen-
halong, of which she is president of, 
has also donated hand sanitiser to the 
cause. 

She intends to provide both along 
with the meals from Eat2donate.

“There’s still so much kindness amid 
all the gloom,” said Kotan.  

PH
OT

O
s 

su
PP

li
ed

eco firm only one planet gives back 
by helping launch eat2Donate drive

Sandy Kotan, an environmental advocate and owner of Only One Planet, encourages the use compostable and multi-use products.

Kotan embraces the boy she adopted. A doctor expresses gratitude for a donated meal. Friends International has partnered to support the Eat2Donate programme.
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aUSTralia will force Google 
and Facebook to pay media 
outlets for their content, the 
government announced on 
Monday, vowing to lead the 
world in making the tech giants 
share lucrative advertising rev-
enues with traditional media.

Treasurer Josh Frydenberg 
said a mandatory code of con-
duct – to be fully unveiled by 
July and made law soon after 
– will require the US-based 
firms to reimburse australian 
media companies for using 
their news and other content.

“it is about holding these tech 
titans to account, about ensur-
ing genuine competition, [and] 
it is about delivering a level 
playing field,” Frydenberg said.

“it is about keeping jobs in 
journalism and it is about en-
suring a fair outcome for all.”

Google and Facebook have 
had a huge impact on austra-
lia’s news industry, capturing 
two-thirds of online advertis-

ing spending.
in response to falling rev-

enues, australian news outlets 
have slashed 20 per cent of 
jobs in the last six years.

if australia is successful 
in its efforts to ensure more 
advertising revenue flows to 
publishers, it would be the 
first country to do so.

France last year became the 
first European state to imple-
ment an EU copyright direc-
tive that requires payment for 
reproduced news content, but 
Google has so far refused to pay 
and instead said it would no 
longer display French reports.

The impasse has prompted 
the country’s competition au-
thority to order the firm nego-
tiate with publishers.

a similar battle has played 
out in Spain, where Google 
News has not reopened since 
the country passed legislation 
in 2014 requiring payment for 
articles. AFP

Continued from page 1

pointed out that the startling 
mutation may be due to tech-
nica l er ror dur ing t he 
sequencing process. The 
results were also produced 
via computer simulation, 
which also raised many eye-
brows, and lab experiments 
are needed to verify the claims.

last month, Chinese acad-
emy of Sciences deputy secre-
tary-general Zhou Qi said the 
virus’s mutations require fur-
ther research, and China is 
conducting a coordinated 
research effort to evaluate the 
virus and develop a vaccine.

“all research is under control. 
The mutations that we now 
know have not affected our drug, 
antibody or vaccine develop-
ment. We will keep monitoring 
the mutations the virus gener-
ates and plan related research 
projects accordingly,” he said.

Zheng Zhongwei, director of the 
National Health Commission’s 
Development Centre for Medical 
Science and Technology, said 
China has nine ongoing research 
projects on vaccine development, 
and some will hopefully enter 
clinical trials this month.

The five main types of vac-
cines that China is working on 
are an inactivated vaccine, 
recombinant subunit vaccine, 
adenoviral vector vaccine, live 
attenuated vaccine and nucle-
ic acid-based vaccine.

a vector vaccine, spearheaded 
by noted preventive medicine 
expert Chen Wei, has entered 
phase two clinical trials earlier 
this month. Two inactivated vac-
cines have also begun phase one 
clinical trials this month. CHINA 
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Oz: Google, Facebook 
to pay for news content

High hopes 
for vaccine 
trials soon

Europe begins 
easing curbs 
as virus takes 
166,000 lives

Gunman kills at least 16 in Canada

p
arTS of Europe hit 
hard by the deadly 
coronavirus pan-
demic took tenta-

tive steps towards resuming 
normal lives on Monday, 
with Germany allowing some 
shops to reopen and Norway 
restarting nurseries.

Governments across the 
world are debating how and 
when to ease the lockdowns 
that have kept more than half 
of humanity – 4.5 billion people 
– confined to their homes and 
crippled the global economy.

The respiratory virus has 
claimed roughly 166,000 lives, 
with nearly two thirds of the 
victims in Europe.

But there were encourag-
ing signs over the weekend 
in Europe with daily death 
tolls dropping in italy, Spain, 
France and Britain.

in Germany, which been 
among the most successful in 
Europe to contain the disease 
and where authorities have 
declared it “under control”, 
smaller shops in some regions 
were to reopen on Monday.

larger shops and those 
in major German cities will 
open later as part of an at-
tempted phased return to a 
more normal existence that 
will also see some students go 
back to school from May 4.

adding another flicker of 
hope in Europe, Norway al-
lowed children to go back to 

nurseries on Monday, although 
some parents expressed reser-
vations over the decision.

Hard-hit Spain, where a na-
tionwide lockdown has been 
extended, also said it would 
ease restrictions to allow chil-
dren time outside.

Spain registered 410 new 
fatalities on Sunday, the low-
est daily count in almost 
a month, and a figure that 
health ministry emergencies 
coordinator Fernando Simon 
said “gives us hope”.

authorities are even start-
ing to shut some makeshift 
facilities set up to relieve the 
overburdened health system, 
including a morgue at a Ma-
drid ice rink.

France also said a nationwide 
lockdown in force for a month 
was beginning to bear fruit.

“We are scoring points 
against the epidemic,” said 
French prime Minister Ed-
ouard philippe.

across the other side of the 
world, New Zealand announced 
on Monday that it will ease a na-
tionwide lockdown next week, 
with prime Minister Jacinda ar-
dern saying: “We have stopped 
a wave of devastation.”

iran, which has the Middle 
East’s deadliest outbreak, also 
allowed some “low-risk” busi-
nesses to reopen on Saturday.

But after Christians around 
the world marked Easter with 
subdued ceremonies, Muslims 

in the Middle East and beyond 
are preparing for a bleak ra-
madan – the holiest month in 
the islamic calendar – which 
begins later this week.

Mosque prayers have been 
suspended and iftar feasts 
cancelled in many countries.

Several countries’ religious 
authorities, including Saudi 
arabia’s Grand Mufti abdu-
laziz al-Sheikh, have ruled that 
prayers during ramadan and 
Eid be performed at home.

Mosque prayers have been 
suspended and iftar feasts 
cancelled in many countries.

in the US – the country with 
the highest number of deaths 
and infections – New York 
Governor andrew Cuomo 
said the outbreak was “on the 
descent”.

Cuomo cautioned that it 
was “no time to get cocky”, 
although the warmer weather 
lured New Yorkers out of their 

homes and into parks over 
the weekend. 

in Brazil, president Jair Bol-
sonaro – who has repeatedly 
claimed the virus threat is 
overblown – joined hundreds 
of protesters in Brasilia who 
objected to state governors’ 
stay-home orders.

Brazil has the most infec-
tions in latin america, a re-
gion where a tally on Sunday 
showed total cases had sur-
passed 100,000 with nearly 
5,000 deaths.

“Count on your president to 
do what is necessary so that 
we can guarantee democracy 
and what is most dear to us, 
our freedom,” Bolsonaro told 
the protesters in an address 
that was interspersed with fits 
of coughing.

in Thailand, the situation 
has started to improve as the 
number of provinces without 
a new case in the last 14 days 

increased by four to 33, re-
ported The Nation. prachuap 
Khiri Khan, Sakon Nakhon, 
Surin, and ayutthaya are the 
new additions.

in Vietnam, no new Covid-
19 cases have been detected 
for the fourth day running, 
reported Viet Nam News.

The total amount of people 
who have contracted the dis-
ease since the very first case 
in mid-January remains at 
268. Of those, 202 have made 
a full recovery and have been 
given the all-clear.

although one of those cases, 
a 44-year-old woman from 
Hanoi, has tested positive for 
a second time. She is currently 
being treated at the National 
Hospital of Tropical Diseases.

authorities are tracking and 
tracing people she came in 
close contact with after she 
was previously discharged. 
AFP, ASIA NEWS NETWORK

a GUNMaN who drove a mock-
up police car killed at least 16 
people including a female con-
stable in a shooting rampage 
across Nova Scotia, Canadian 
federal police said on Sunday, 
the worst case of its kind in the 
country’s history.

The shooter, identified as 
Gabriel Wortman, 51, was 
shot dead by officers after a 
12-hour manhunt across the 
eastern province ended on 
Sunday morning.

among the victims was a vet-
eran female constable with the 
royal Canadian Mounted po-
lice (rCMp), which also handles 
municipal and provincial law 
enforcement in the province.

police said the suspect had 
been on the run since Satur-
day night, when officers were 
alerted to shots fired in the 
town of portapique, around 
100km from Halifax.

Gun violence in Canada is far 
less frequent than in the neigh-
bouring US, and weapons more 
strictly controlled, but the kill-

ings were the country’s worst-
ever, exceeding the toll in 1989 
when a gunman murdered 14 
female students at Montreal’s 
Ecole polytechnique.

“This is one of the most sense-
less acts of violence in our prov-
ince’s history,” said Nova Scotia 
premier Stephen McNeil.

public broadcaster CBC 
quoted rCMp Commissioner 
Brenda lucki as saying police 

know of at least 16 victims, 
besides the shooter.

“What has unfolded over-
night and into this morning is 
incomprehensible and many 
families are experiencing the 
loss of a loved one,” Nova Sco-
tia rCMp commanding offi-
cer, assistant Commissioner 
lee Bergerman, wrote on the 
force’s local Facebook page.

Bergerman said the dead 

included Constable Heidi 
Stevenson, a 23-year veteran 
of the force.

in addition to Stevenson, a 
mother of two, a male officer 
was injured and was in the hos-
pital with non-life threatening 
injuries, Bergerman said.

The National Post newspa-
per said another victim was 
an elementary school teacher, 
citing a Facebook post from 
the woman’s sister.

Several victims were dis-
covered outside and inside a 
house in portapique, sparking 
the manhunt through multi-
ple communities, police said.

“The search for the suspect 
ended this morning when 
the suspect was located. and 
i can confirm that he is de-
ceased,” rCMp Chief Super-
intendent Chris leather told 
a press conference.

leather said that at one point, 
the suspect appeared to be wear-
ing part of a police uniform and 
was driving a vehicle made to 
look like an rCMp cruiser. AFP

In Germany, which been among the most successful in Europe to contain the disease and where authorities 
have declared it ‘under control’, smaller shops in some regions were to reopen. AFP

Among the victims was a veteran female constable with the RCMP, 
which also handles municipal and provincial law enforcement in the 
province. NOVA SCOTIA RCMP/AFP
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HILIPPINE President Rodri-
go Duterte was set to meet 
with health experts and 
former heads of the Depart-

ment of Health (DoH) on Monday 
to receive “critical information” that 
would help him decide whether to 
extend the lockdown on Luzon is-
land anew or allow partial business 
re-openings to stave off an econom-
ic disaster.

Secretary of Justice Menardo Gue-
varra said on Sunday that the critical 
information will be provided during 
the meeting of the Inter-Agency Task 
Force on Emerging Infectious Dis-
eases, the temporary government 
body that oversees the administra-
tion’s response to the new coronavi-
rus pandemic.

The government, Guevarra said, 
cannot wait until the entire coun-
try reaches zero transmission, “as 
by then we may have hit the tipping 
point where it would be extremely 
difficult to recover from the eco-
nomic and social devastation”.

Duterte placed the entire island of 
Luzon on lockdown in mid-March, 
ordering half of the country’s popu-
lation of 107 million to stay at home, 
shuttering schools and businesses, 
and suspending public transporta-
tion in a bid to halt the spread of 
Sars-CoV-2, the new coronavirus 
that causes Covid-19.

The lockdown was originally set 
to expire on April 13, but Duterte 
extended it to the end of this month 
on the recommendation of the task 
force to prevent an almost certain 
resurgence of the virus.

However, the economy was so 
damaged then that the government’s 
economic managers were talking of 
zero or, at best, minus one per cent 
growth in the first quarter.

Businesses cautioned against anoth-
er extension, recommending phased 
re-openings and selective shutdowns 
to stimulate the economy while sup-
pressing the spread of the virus.

“We have to restart somewhere 
sometime, taking all necessary mea-
sures to prevent a resurgence, and im-
ploring the aid of Divine Providence 
to get us through,” Guevarra said.

In a radio interview, Senator Chris-
topher ‘Bong’ Go, the president’s 
former longtime aide who is now 
head of the Senate health commit-
tee, said the next 11 days would be 
“crucial” as he appealed to the pub-
lic to heed Duterte’s call for compli-
ance with lockdown measures to 

curb the spread of the virus.
Duterte first wants to hear the 

opinion of health experts and for-
mer health secretaries to balance 
the concerns of various sectors over 
the impact of the lockdown on the 
economy and public safety, he said.

“As a legislator, I want to put pri-
macy on the life of every Filipino. 
But we also have to consider that 
they have to eat. We have to consid-
er our economy,” said Go.

However, Secretary of Defence 
Delfin Lorenzana said only a sus-
tained reduction in infections would 
work toward a decision to partially 
lift the lockdown.

He said he had directed military 
chief of staff General Felimon San-
tos Jr to deploy more troops to Met-
ro Manila and other places where 
there were high numbers of coro-
navirus cases to strictly enforce the 
lockdown.

The military has deployed 2,000 
troops to Metro Manila and has 
2,000 more on standby.  

Duterte on Thursday threatened 
a “martial law-like” enforcement of 
the Luzon lockdown if violations of 
the quarantine measures continued. 

The warning followed reports of 
thousands of private motorists tak-
ing to the streets, especially in Metro 
Manila, despite the president’s stay-
at-home orders.

Philippine National Police (PNP) 
deputy chief for operations Lieu-
tenant General Guillermo Eleazar 
on Sunday said the Highway Patrol 
Group had been directed to set up 
checkpoints in the regions to en-
force the lockdown.

PNP chief General Archie Gamboa 
has authorised police regional di-
rectors to introduce measures that 
would ensure observance of quar-
antine regulations, said Eleazar.

He said the licences of private mo-
torists who would violate the lock-
down would be confiscated. They 
would also be cited and fined.

Secretary of Interior Eduardo Ano 
on Sunday said the military would 
enforce the lockdown only in areas 
where violations of quarantine mea-
sures were rampant.

“We expect that more arrests will 
be done, especially [of] those not 
only violating the quarantine but 
even engaging in other activities like 
drinking and gambling,” Ano said.

However, the crackdown does not 
mean that local officials can enforce 
lockdown rules with a high hand. Mal-
acanang Presidential Palace on Sun-
day urged the public to report human 
rights violations by local officials.

Presidential spokesperson Harry 
Roque said the Department of the 
Interior and Local Government, 
which oversees the local govern-
ments and the police service, and 
the PNP would “not tolerate any vi-
olation” of human rights during the 
lockdown.

Roque’s remarks came amid re-
ports of abuses by some local of-
ficials in dealing with violators of 
lockdown measures.

Last week, the PNP reported the 
apprehension of 108,088 violators 
of the quarantine during the last 27 
days. Luzon had the highest number 
of violators – 64,946.

“While … protection measures 
spell the difference between life 
and death, they are implemented 
well within the rule of law, and are 
respectful of the human dignity and 
human rights of everyone,” said 
Roque. PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER/ASIA NEWS 
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Duterte mulls re-opening of Luzon

Millions of Thais left out of gov’t financial relief plan
SCORES of Thai people suffer-
ing the economic impact of the 
Covid-19 pandemic have been 
left out of a government’s finan-
cial relief scheme after some 
were wrongly classified as work-
ing in the agricultural sector, 
which has its rescue package.

Of 24 million applicants for 
the “No One Left Behind” 
scheme, which promises 5,000 
baht ($150) in cash every 
month for three months, only 
about 3.2 million people have 
recently received the first lot 
of payment.

Although the government 
said only nine million appli-
cants would be eligible for the 
payout, many in dire straits 
held out hope of some relief as 
the coronavirus outbreak 
stripped them of earnings 
from their informal jobs.

In a rare protest since Prime 
Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha 
took control of the country in 
2014, about 100 Thais whose 
applications were rejected, 
including street vendors and 
motorcycle taxi operators, 
marched to the Ministry of 
Finance last week to demand 
payment.

The government had wrong-
ly categorised some as farm-
ers, saying those employed in 
the agricultural sector will 
receive financial support via a 
different financial scheme. 
Others were unhappy that they 
did not receive any money.

“The system called me a 
farmer but I have never had a 
farm or touched a hoe in my 
entire life,” said clothes vendor 
Mareena Gakhao.

The market where Mareena 

set up her stall in the southern 
Surat Thani province has been 
closed since early last month, 
which has left her with no 
income.

The 42-year-old said she 
plans to appeal the rejection 
in the coming days.

“I may have to try to sell the 
clothes if I’m rejected again. I 
don’t mind getting arrested as 
it’s better than starving to 
death,” she added.

Thais have also taken their 
unhappiness online with the 
“We’re not Farmers” hashtag 
trending as the top tweet in the 
kingdom last week.

The government has advised 
the public to file appeals 
online instead of turning up at 
the ministry but Chayet Boon-
yawong said there is no point, 
adding that there are discrep-

ancies with the government 
database as well.

He said his identification 
card does not match govern-
ment records online.

“The government’s artificial 
intelligence [AI] system does 
not know the reality,” said the 
55-year-old, who became a 
street hawker after losing his 
job with a shipping company 
in January.

The Covid-19 crisis has 
exposed the struggles of low-
income workers, economists 
say.

“It is quite clear that the 
most affected people are low-
income [earners] and they 
tend to be women. It is this 
group that needs to be tar-
geted in the ‘No One Left 
Behind’ [scheme],” said Chu-
lalongkorn University’s Dr Jes-

sica Vechbanyongratana, a 
labour economist.

Lockdown measures have 
directly affected the jobs of up 
to 7.1 million people, with those 
in the service sector and work-
ers on part-time contracts most 
affected, according to research 
by a group of Thai economists 
released last week.

Dr Vechbanyongratana sug-
gested that the scheme could 
provide 3,000 baht or less, “so 
that everybody gets something 
to make sure people don’t go 
without food or necessities”.

The Bank of Thailand is 
expecting the economy to con-
tract by 5.3 per cent this year 
even as the government is seek-
ing additional financial 
resources to provide more cash 
handouts and bailouts, as well 
as to meet healthcare needs.

The government has tabled 
a bill seeking loans of one tril-
lion baht, which is expected to 
be given royal endorsement in 
the coming weeks, with mon-
ies disbursed from May.

Economists say it may push 
Thailand’s public debt from 40 
per cent of its gross domestic 
product to up to 57 per cent 
next year.

In a televised address late on 
Friday, Prayut admitted that the 
government alone does not 
have all the answers to the Cov-
id-19 crisis and has called on the 
20 richest Thais for their help in 
battling the economic woes.

“The tycoons have massive 
influence in the country’s 
economy. I’d like to ask them to 
play a greater role in helping 
out the country.” THE STRAITS TIMES 

(SINGAPORE)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

HCMC, VN 
drops city 
drug prices 
by 5%-10%
THE People’s Committee of Ho Chi 
Minh City, Vietnam has begun its 
pharmaceutical price stabilisation 
programme for the 2020-2021 period 
to meet the need for essential drugs 
amid the Covid-19 pandemic.

It includes 19 groups of drugs to 
treat common and chronic diseases 
as well as drugs used in the treatment 
of the disease, produced by the coun-
try’s factories which meet the World 
Health Organisation’s good manu-
facturing practices. These include 
176 active elements and 332 drugs 
used for chronic diseases.

The prices of the drugs are five to 
10 per cent lower than the prices of 
similar products in the market. 

Pharmaceutical enterprises and 
drugstores meeting Good Pharmacy 
Practice (GPP) standards are encour-
aged to take part in the pro-
gramme.

As many as 4,270 drugstores took 
part in the pharmaceutical price sta-
bilisation programme in the 2019-
2020 period, said the city’s Depart-
ment of Health.

The figure accounts for nearly 75 
per cent of the total number of retail 
drugstores in the city.

Eleven pharmaceutical companies 
also joined the programme.

The turnover from these drugs 
totalled nearly 61 billion dong ($2.6 
million) between April last year and 
early this month.

The department said the drugs 
included in the programme meet 
essential health needs and are often 
prescribed and provided by health 
facilities and pharmaceutical com-
panies taking part in the pro-
gramme.

The department will continue 
encouraging pharmaceutical enter-
prises to increase investment in their 
facilities to improve the quality of 
medicine included in the pro-
gramme.

It has also encouraged enterprises 
to distribute the drugs more widely 
and has urged doctors to prescribe 
medicine included in the pro-
gramme.

The programme started in 2011 with 
only four pharmaceutical companies. 
VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte was set to meet with health experts to determine whether lockdown should continue. AfP
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H
aVE you heard about the 
young lawyer in Mexico 
who doesn’t go online 
much because she’s wor-

ried her boyfriend will disapprove? 
The medical professional in india who 
manipulates her video searches 
before logging off, so her family mem-
bers won’t judge her choice of con-
tent? What about the Brazilian blogger 
who thinks about going offline 
because every time she posts, she’s 
bombarded with sexual comments?

Because of our geographic distance 
and cultural differences, it seems 
indonesian women have nothing in 
common with those women. But 
there’s one thing that’s the same: One 
way or another, we all have experi-
enced the unique challenges and 
risks that women face online.

Now more than ever, the internet 
provides access to everything, from 
news to services. But the uncomfort-
able truth is the internet in 2020 is 
still not gender-equitable.

There are more men than women 
online in two-thirds of the world’s 
countries – and in many cases it’s not 
a matter of choice. Google’s Toward 
Gender Equity Online report – con-
ducted in indonesia and six other 
fast-growing economies – found mul-
tiple, overlapping barriers preventing 
women from sharing fully in the ben-
efits of internet.

The harsh reality is many women in 
indonesia and beyond still can’t 
access the internet on their own 
terms. They face pressure not to go 
online or have limits placed on their 
time, finances and movement. 

in extreme cases, some women are 
barred from going online at all. Many 
women struggle to find relevant con-
tent online, with algorithms recom-
mending videos, articles and blogs 
that skew toward male tastes and 
interests. There are fewer women role 
models and female-focused online 
communities, because women are 
reluctant to create social media con-
tent or share personal information 
online. Even in their own physical 
space, women face restrictions on 
their freedoms online, often needing 
to delete their search history or use 
app locks to protect their privacy on 
shared devices.

above all, women on the internet 
fear for their safety, with risks ranging 
from cyber-stalking to impersonation 
(like synthetic porn or fake profiles), 
and the theft and unwanted sharing 
of photos and data.

Changing this matters both ethically 
and economically. according to McK-
insey, closing gender gaps in asia-pa-
cific could add $4.5 trillion to collec-

tive regional gross domestic products 
by 2025 – 12 per cent more than the 
business as usual. in our digital world, 
it will only be possible if we make sure 
that women across the region can use 
the internet freely and safely.

Governments, businesses and com-
munities all have a role in clearing 
away the obstacles to women’s 
progress online – starting with three 

clear, tangible priorities.
First, those of us in the technology 

industry need to get better at incorpo-
rating women’s concerns into the way 
we build our services and apps. Fea-
tures like incognito mode in Google 
Go are vital to safeguarding women’s 
privacy on shared devices, enabling 
them to access vital information on 
health, safety, sexuality and even fash-
ion and beauty. Meanwhile, the safety 
mode on Google Maps can provide an 
important layer of protection for 
women using ride-hailing services.

Second, businesses, governments, 
non-profits and educators have a 
responsibility to work together to 
give women the skills and knowledge 
they need to navigate the internet 
confidently. it means partnership-

based, grassroots education pro-
grammes, ranging from computer 
science classes for girls in school to 
basic digital literacy for new women 
internet users and advanced ai skills 
for women developers.

Google’s Women Will programme – 
which has trained 450,000 women-
led small businesses – is one example 
of how we can meet that demand, 

Women Techmakers, a ‘train the 
trainer’ programme for women 
developers, is another. We will need 
many more in future.

Third, all of us as a society have to 
do more to support and celebrate 
women’s success and women role 
models online. From entrepreneurs 
like Sherly Santa in lombok, West 
Nusa Tenggara who grew her durian 
business online, to renowned disabled 
developers like Hastu Wijayasri and 
creators like Najwa Shihab, an inspir-
ing journalist and one of YouTube’s 
Creators for Change ambassador, it’s 
critical that we lift up women who 
have used the internet to succeed and 
can now show a path for others. as we 
do so, we must step up our efforts to 
make social media platforms safe 

places where women can create, 
learn, and find community – and 
weed out biases that favour male con-
tent and preferences.

Building a gender-equitable internet 
is vital for progress everywhere. But 
it’s especially important in countries 
like indonesia where large numbers of 
people are only just beginning to 
come online – countries that will 
account for the majority of the next 
billion users of the internet and shape 
the future of the digital economy.

if anything, closing the gender gap 
online is even more important in a 
world grappling with the novel coro-
navirus. With work and travel restric-
tions making us more reliant on tech-
nology, there is a risk of even greater 
limitations of women’s freedoms on 
the internet. at the same time, as 
countries look toward economic 
recovery over the long-term, there is 
no more powerful driver of growth 
and opportunity than empowered 
women workers and business owners.

No matter what broader challenges 
we face, we will be better able to con-
front them if we advance equality 
online. an online environment where 
women are safe, supported and free 
to reach their potential won’t just 
mean a better internet; it will reflect a 
better world with a stronger future. 
The 2020s should be the decade we 
make that world a reality. THE JAKARTA 

POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

The writer is Google Indonesia’s head of public 
policy and government relations.

Opinion
Putri Alam

Time to build more equitable internet

Building a gender-equitable internet is vital for progress everywhere. But it’s especially important in countries where large numbers of 
people are only just beginning to come online – countries that will account for the majority of the next billion users of the internet and 
shape the future of the digital economy. AfP

closing gender gaps in  
Asia-Pacific could add $4.5 

trillion to collective regional 
GDP by 2025
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Around the NGOs

GFTV helps support the disabled and feeds families with disabilities until they can return to taking care of themselves. supplied

NGO crafts online market for disabled artisans
Hong Raksmey

S
OME people may feel 
bored, stressful, iso-
lated or even irritated 
when they are advised 

to stay home.
But imagine waking up every 

day not knowing how you are 
going to feed your family. This 
is the reality for many parents 
around the world, particularly 
those with disabilities who 
still have to earn a living to 
support their families.

a number of people with 
disabilities who live in Siem 
reap made their livelihoods 
sustainable by producing 
handcrafted products to sell 
at a retail shop.

Since tourism and textiles – 
the largest industries in Cam-
bodia – were dramatically hit by 
the coronavirus pandemic, the 
shop was forced to close and 
now the disabled handicraft 
makers have no income at all.

Genevieve’s Fair Trade Vil-
lage (GFTV) was a small so-
cial enterprise that operated 
as a not-for-profit retail shop. 
But despite its closure, all is 
not lost as it is working hard 
to assist people with disabili-
ties and their families to sur-
vive through the hard times.  

a few weeks ago, GFTV 
started operating a perma-
nent food bank and launched 
a GoFundMe crowdfunding 
campaign, “Hang on! You are 
not alone”, to support people 
with disabilities in Siem reap.

“Their goals are to help 
feed families with disabilities 
until they can return to tak-
ing care of themselves and to 
continue operating as a social 
enterprise so that the families 
have something to come back 
to when things improve,” says 
Jenni parker, a volunteer mar-
keting coordinator at GFTV.

The food bank, founded by 
Naret Chhoy, a director and 
trustee of GFTV, and led by 
another Cambodian phalla 
Yai aka Fara Yai together with 
four expatriates as volun-

teers, had originally planned 
to meet the food needs of its 
artisans and their families 
during the pandemic.

parker tells The Post that 
recently, the food bank team 
delivered food care packs to 
28 families living with dis-
abilities in and around Siem 
reap. They also delivered 
1,400 eggs to aBCs and rice, a 
local NGO, to help feed the 70 
families they support. 

The GFTV family care pack 
provides basic food essentials 
for a family of four people for 
about one month. 

The families who received 
the care pack have at least 
one member with a disability. 
They are artisans with dis-
abilities who sell products 
through the GFTV retail shop.

There are also families who 

live at Full Belly Farm – a small 
urban farm that provides tran-
sitional housing for people with 
disabilities – and a group of tuk-
tuk drivers are also disabled 
people under the GFTV’s new 
Workshops and Wheels project.

“Our shop also supports six 
families in transitional housing 
at Full Belly Farm. These fami-
lies were previously homeless 
and have at least one member 
who has a disability. recently 
we committed to assisting 10 
tuk-tuk drivers with disabili-
ties,” says parker.

However, parker, who is from 
perth in Western australia, 
says the aBCs and rice fami-
lies are not necessarily people 
with disabilities, but people 
who are extremely poor.

The products, ranging from 
artworks, accessories, bags 

and baskets, bracelets, carv-
ings, clothes, drinking straws, 
food, jewellery, handmade 
paper items, and woven items 
were sold at the GFTV’s shop. 

They were made by local 
artisans living with a disabil-
ity or by organisations that 
provided opportunities for 
local people to learn and pro-
duce hand-crafted products 
to help them earn a fair and 
sustainable income.

Visitors can also participate 
in the child-friendly workshops 
where they learn from a local 
artisan how to make their own 
handmade paper, notebook or 
a piece of jewellery.

“at GFTV, we are very aware 
of the impact we humans 
have on our environment. 
Many of the goods the arti-
sans produce are made from 

recycled materials. 
“We do not currently offer 

online shopping and our in-
store product used to vary de-
pending on what handicrafts 
the artisans consign to the 
village for sale,” says parker. 

However, parker says 
GFTV is now in the process 
of resetting its operations to 
create an online shop to gen-
erate some income. 

it says it would take a mod-
est amount of cash, and a lot 
of time and energy to get the 
online store operational. in the 
meantime, it urgently needs 
public support to continue as-
sisting the disabled families. 

“We need more funds to 
help these families battle the 
coronavirus pandemic. To-
gether as a caring global com-
munity, we can help them 

hang on and let them know 
that they are not alone!,” she 
says.

parker says the donations 
through its GoFundMe crowd-
funding campaign and other 
means online will be used in 
three areas in the short-term.

“The first priority is to feed 
people with disabilities who 
are in need. part of the funds 
raised will assist GFTV to sur-
vive as a social enterprise.

“and finally, we have to 
cover the setup costs to cre-
ate an online shop, so that the 
artisans can continue selling 
their products over the com-
ing months.”

She says as the World Health 
Organisation reports that “the 
impact of Covid-19 may be 
more significant for persons 
with disabilities”, their sur-
vival is a priority. 

Though it does not operate 
in Cambodia, parker chose 
GoFundMe as the platform 
to collect donations as its fees 
are quite low compared to 
other crowdfunding sites.

Funds raised through this 
campaign site are automati-
cally transferred into an aus-
tralian Bank account and 
then transferred into GFTV’s 
aBa account in Cambodia. 

“To ensure GFTV has a con-
tinuous cash flow to purchase 
food and other essential 
items throughout the coming 
months’ money will be trans-
ferred to GFTV’s account on a 
regular basis as funds become 
available,” says parker.

No matter how big or small, 
your donation will make a dif-
ference. For details on how to 
donate and other ways you can 
assist, visit the GFTV website: 
www.gftv-sr.org/covid-19.”

GFTV which was located on 
Sen Sok road in Siem reap 
town, is now closed due to 
the Covid-19 pandemic. For 
more information, you can 
visit Genevieve’s Fair Trade 
Village (GFTV) on Facebook 
or contact 070 499 709 for 
more details. Artisans with disabilities sell their work through the GFTV retail shop. supplied
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DaNCErS from the Moulin 
rouge in paris, used to strut-
ting their stuff before large, 
enthusiastic audiences, now 
have just the mirror, or some-
times a cat to perform for, as 
they combat lockdown stagna-
tion with a strict exercise 
regime at home. alone. 

Dancers of the famed caba-
ret who usually perform 
French cancans twice a day, six 
days a week, suddenly find 
themselves homebound, along 
with the rest of France due to 
the coronavirus outbreak. 

“Working out in my small 
30sqm [apartment] can be a 
bit tricky,” said australian 
Courtney Male, 23, who has 
performed with the cabaret in 
paris’ touristy Montmartre dis-
trict for over a year.

“i try to keep everything as 
normal as possible,” said the 
brunette, in a black leotard and 
ponytail, using the fireplace, as 

the highest feature in her apart-
ment, for a dance bar.

“i work out in the afternoons, 
ballet bars, whole body work-
out” in an effort to stay fit 
without access to a gym or the 
Moulin rouge’s rehearsal 
space, she said.

“Then i go for a walk or a 
run, depending on what i’ve 
done before, if my workout 
was strenuous or not that 
hard,” Male added.

The dancers must stay in 
tip-top shape, ready to tackle 
the physically demanding 

cancan as soon as the Moulin 
rouge reopens along with 
other paris entertainment 
venues shuttered to prevent 
the virus’ spread.

Many are in small, parisian 
apartments.

“For the workouts, [i do] my 

own routine which sometimes 
gets tiresome without 
machines or weights. i find 
inspiration online with a lot of 
free classes, yoga, pilates, bal-
let,” said Male.

Mathilde Tutiaux, 32, stretch-
es out on her kitchen counter.

“i am fortunate to have an 
open kitchen in my small living 
room,” the Moulin rouge 
dancer of eight years said. 

“i can put out a gym mat 
there, it gives me a bit of space. 
But not enough to dance.”

almost every day at 5:00pm 
Tutiaux meets up with friends 
to exercise together . . . online.

Though the repertoire for now 
excludes leaps, spins, or practis-
ing “being lifted by the guys”.

and the dancers have to 
watch what they eat.

“The costumes are made to 
measure, i cannot put on three 
or four kilos,” said Tutiaux.

“and when you have so much 
free time, it is difficult not to just 
stick your head in the fridge.”

The Moulin rouge’s 450 
employees, including 90 danc-
ers, were placed on partial 
unemployment since the 
nationwide lockdown entered 
into force on March 17. afp

Central park, a 
peaceful oasis 
in a city reeling 
from the virus
G

ONE are the soft-
ball games, horse-
drawn carriages 
and hordes of tour-

ists. in their place are pro-
nounced birdsong, solitary 
walks and renewed apprecia-
tion for Central park’s beauty 
during New York’s coronavi-
rus lockdown.

The 340ha park – arguably 
the world’s most famous ur-
ban green space – normally 
bustles with human activity 
as winter turns to spring

But this year due to Covid-
19, it’s the wildlife that is 
coming out to play.

“The energy is quiet, you 
hear the birds, you hear the 
wind differently,” 66-year-old 
former ballet dancer Timothy 
Foster said while walking his 
dog Charlie near the park’s 
Belvedere Castle.

‘Disturbing’
More than 40 million people 

visit Central park every year, 
bringing with them a hive of 
commercial pursuits includ-
ing guided pedicab tours, 
snack vendors, buskers and 
breakdancing troupes.

Many come to play music at 
the Strawberry Fields memo-
rial for late Beatle John len-
non or pose for photos in front 
of a fountain that resembles 
the one in the opening credits 
of hit TV show Friends.

But since mid-March, when 
New Yorkers were ordered to 
practice social distancing as 
the city became the US’ coro-
navirus epicentre, the park 
has become a place for quick 
walks alone and sombre re-
flection rather than a spot 
for picnics and noisy team 

sports.
“it’s a lot quieter, which is 

nice. But it’s also disturbing 
to have it not be overrun with 
people like it normally is,” 45-
year-old writer Carol Hartsell 
said.

Most surreal is the sight of 
a 12-tent, 68-bed field hospi-
tal on a small section of lush 
lawn on the park’s eastern 
border, set up to treat coro-
navirus patients from nearby 
hospitals.

The virus has killed more 
than 12,000 people in New 
York state, out of more than 
223,000 known infections.

The outbreak has coincided 
with the blooming of Central 
park’s cherry blossom and 
crab apple trees, as well as 
North america’s spring bird 
migration.

Yellow pine warblers and 
blue-gray gnatcatchers frolic 
near pink and white magno-
lias and red maple trees, free of 
the typical background hum of 
traffic and planes overhead.

Raccoons
“You can hear more call-

ing, more singing,” said Da-
vid Barrett, author of a book 
about the 200 bird species 
that spend time in Manhat-
tan every year.

“There are fewer people, 
fewer dogs so the birds are not 
being frightened,” he said.

and it’s not just the birds 
that are feeling braver.

When aFp visited the park 
early one recent afternoon, a 
raccoon took advantage of a 
quiet road normally packed 
with runners and cyclists 
to amble across in its own 
sweet time.

Central park was designed 
by architects Frederick law 
Olmsted and Calvert Vaux 
in the 1850s to provide New 
Yorkers with a green oasis to 
escape the stresses of urban 
life and connect with nature.

More than a century and 
half later, with museums, 
theatres, cinemas and shops 
closed, it is one of the few 

places in New York still open 
– a destination for residents 
who want a break from their 
cramped apartments.

‘Lifesaver’
“The park is really fulfilling its 

original purpose,” said Eliza-
beth Smith, CEO of the Central 
park Conservancy, a non-profit 
that maintains the park.

“almost everyone that 
comes up to me says thank 
goodness for the park, what 
would we do without it? it has 
been a lifesaver for so many 
people,” she said.

This week, Governor andrew 
Cuomo extended New York’s 
shutdown – which orders resi-
dents to stay at home except to 
exercise and perform other es-

sential business – until May 15.
Didi Nitta, 75 and with bin-

oculars hanging round her 
neck, said the crisis has high-
lighted how essential Central 
park is for her mental and 
physical well-being.

“it’s delightful for your 
soul. Manhattan without 
this park is unimaginable,” 
she said. afp

The virus has muffled the normally bustling Central Park. Wildife roam freely while musicians used to crowds perform without an audience. afp

Central Park has become one of the few places in New York City for people to take a break from the virus and get back to nature. afp

With Paris crowds gone, Australian dancer Courtney Male, 23, 
continues her workouts at her tiny 30sqm flat. afp

Irish dancer from the Moulin Rouge, Isabelle, practices in the street 
next to her home in Paris. afp 

Moulin rouge dancers improvise to stay fit and ready
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Great brilliance
  6 Venomous black snake
 11 Disorderly crowd
 14 Lord of the manor
 15 Object in a quiver
 16 Exalted poem
 17 Joseph, to Jacob
 19 Brewed drink
 20 Goes to seed
 21 Blood of the gods, in Greek myth
 23 Dance in a Cole Porter song
 27 Figure in subtraction
 29 Brings back, as memories
 30 Book showing credits  

and debits
 31 Cargo stower
 32 “Unforgettable” singers
 33 Bikini top, essentially
 36 Makes sense (with “up”)
 37 Kind of bean or butter
 38 Aretha Franklin’s genre
 39 Parliamentary vote
 40 Merchant vessel petty officer
 41 Slightest
 42 World War II vessels
 44 Gruff-sounding
 45 Places for baseball players

 47 Fast food burger, with “quarter”
 48 Old anti-knock fuel
 49 Garner, as interest
 50 In good shape
 51 What many brides will always be
 58 Hole in one
 59 Cause to gradually vanish
 60 Deep boredom
 61 Hot roofing material
 62 Try another shade on
 63 Unforeseen troubles
DOWN
  1 Character in a Christmas special, 

often
  2 Org. whose seal has a bald eagle 

and a compass
  3 Potok’s “My Name Is Asher ___”
  4 In the past
  5 Scottie or Yorkie
  6 Photo finish?
  7 Mythical war god
  8 What a wife may be called
  9 Voice derision toward
 10 Canopies
 11 Main circuit card in a computer
 12 Old-fashioned theater name
 13 Facial hair
 18 Electrolyte particles

 22 Pool tool
 23 Ignore, as a nautical order
 24 Get around
 25 She may have a “relative” with a 

wand
 26 They’re picked in grass skirts
 27 Casaba or honeydew
 28 Inventor’s flash
 30 Center of activity
 32 Goes for
 34 Charlotte ___
 35 Take the cuffs off?
 37 London Fog, e.g.
 38 Yoko Ono’s son
 40 Colorado college town
 41 Piano players’ hangouts
 43 Tarzan’s swinging kid
 44 ___ d’oeuvres (appetizers)
 45 Trim, as a roast
 46 Ally of Carthage
 47 Check recipient
 49 Water whirl
 52 “___ you with me?”
 53 Its HQ is at the Pentagon
 54 It may have a vacancy
 55 Molecule found in cells
 56 Nut on a wheel
 57 Female sib

“ONE BIG HAPPY FAMILY” 

Monday’s solution

Monday’s solution
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Wuhan football team return to ground zero  
W

UHaN Zall, the Chi-
nese Super league 
(CSl) team from the 
epicentre of the coro-

navirus pandemic, made an emo-
tional return to their home city after 
more than three months torn from 
their families.

Zall endured a turbulent 104 
days on the road – including being 
stranded in Spain – because Wuhan 
was sealed off in January when the 
virus killed and infected thousands 
there.

The city is now emerging from its 
weeks-long lockdown and hundreds 

of chanting fans met the Zall players 
when they arrived at Wuhan’s train sta-
tion late on Saturday, state media said.

Wearing masks, the players had bou-
quets of flowers thrust into their hands 
as supporters clad in the team’s orange 
colours held banners and sang.

“after more than three months of 
wandering, the homesick Wuhan 
Zall team members finally set foot 
in their hometown,” the team said 
on the Twitter-like Weibo.

The squad, led by their Spanish coach 
Jose Gonzalez, will resume training on 
Wednesday after a short rest.

“The local players will be reunited 

with their families, having not seen 
them for more than three months,” 
said Zall, who finished sixth last year 
in the top-flight CSl.

“The club is very grateful for the 
support and understanding of the 
players’ families.”

The squad’s return home is the fi-
nal chapter in a long saga.

They began training for the new CSl 
season, since postponed indefinitely, 
in early January in the southern city of 
Guangzhou.

They flew to Malaga, Spain to-
wards the end of January, by which 
time the city of Wuhan and its 11 

million people were under harsh 
restrictions because of the corona-
virus outbreak.

“They are not walking viruses, they 
are athletes,” Gonzalez told Spanish 
media at the time, pleading for his 
players not to be demonised.

But when the virus began taking 
hold in Spain in March, Zall made 
arrangements to fly back to China, 
where the number of infections was 
slowing markedly.

Wuhan was still sealed off so the 
squad, via a prolonged transit in 
Germany, flew to China’s southern 
city of Shenzhen on March 16.

They went into three weeks of quar-
antine, followed by training in the 
nearby city of Foshan, before taking 
a high-speed train from Guangzhou 
to Wuhan on Saturday evening.

Zall are preparing for a season that 
still has no start date. The CSl was 
supposed to begin on February 22 
but could now kick off in late June, 
according to latest reports. 

China’s government says it has 
curbed coronavirus at home, but 
on Friday admitted errors in tallying 
the death toll in Wuhan and raised 
the count there by 50 per cent to 
3,869. afp

Boston Celtics’ Brown pens message 
of unity amid Covid-19 crisis in US

Spurs’ Son reports to military boot camp

BOSTON CElTiCS guard Jaylen 
Brown urged people to “come 
together” amid the coronavirus 
pandemic, even as he used an 
essay in The Guardian to point 
out that the virus has highlight-
ed inequality in the US.

Noting that more than 30,000 
have died from Covid-19 in the 
US – it was 40,000 by Sunday 
afternoon – the Georgia native 
added that of “those heart-
wrenching numbers, the per-
centage of african americans 
and people of colour is both 
alarming and disproportion-
ate.

“Our healthcare system 
could be potentially highlight-

ing injustices this beautiful 
nation has composed and sup-
pressed since its establish-
ment,” he wrote.

Data on Covid-19 cases by 
race show a pattern of over-
representation by black amer-
icans in states or jurisdictions 
that are sharing the numbers.

When it was shown in early 
april that 68 per cent of corona-
virus deaths in Chicago had 
been among african americans, 
who make up just 30 per cent of 
the city’s population, mayor 
lori lightfoot said the numbers 
“take your breath away”.

Brown sympathised with 
anyone feeling frustrated or 

confused at seemingly con-
flicting information coming 
from different leaders.

But he said he believed a 
calm, concerted response 
could make the pandemic an 
opportunity for change.

“i hope that our nation not 
only consolidates over the next 
few weeks but also heals,” he 
wrote. “let’s use this time to 
look for solution based answers 
and cooperative efforts for 
those [societal] problems.

“My intention in writing this 
editorial is to hopefully inspire 
our society to come together 
rather than drift farther and far-
ther apart,” he said, urging those 

able to reach out with aid to food 
banks and homeless shelters as 
well as healthcare workers.

He offered condolences to 
Minnesota Timberwolves star 
Karl-anthony Towns, whose 
mother died of Covid-19 com-
plications after weeks in an 
induced coma, and said he 
was proud of the NBa’s 
response to the pandemic.

“it’s Game 7,” Brown wrote 
– a reference to the do-or-die 
game in an NBa champion-
ship series – “and how we per-
form down the stretch is going 
to determine our outcome. 
let’s lean in and get this done 
together as a team”. afp

TOTTENHaM HOTSpUr’s South Kore-
an striker Son Heung-min began his 
three-week military training at a 
marines boot camp on Monday, a report 
said, with the premier league on hold 
over the coronavirus pandemic.

all able-bodied South Korean men 
are obliged to serve in the military for 
nearly two years, making up the bulk 
of Seoul’s 600,000-strong forces – who 
face off against North Korea’s army of 
1.3 million.

But Son was among the South Kore-
an footballers who earned an exemp-
tion by winning gold at the 2018 asian 
Games in indonesia.

The 27-year-old’s premier league 
season ended even before the corona-
virus outbreak spread to Europe when 

he broke his arm against aston Villa on 
February 16, and Spurs said he returned 
to South Korea for “personal reasons”.

Son reported to a marines camp on 
the southern island of Jeju for his 
three-week basic training, reported 
Yonhap News agency.

a Yonhap photo showed Son walk-
ing past a military truck and soldiers, 
wearing a green sweatshirt, a black 
cap and a face mask.

“South Korean football star Son 
Heung-min enters the training facility 
of the 91st Battalion of the 9th Brigade 
of the Marine Corps,” the caption read.

Son’s agency had earlier urged fans 
to refrain from attending the venue 
over virus concerns.

“Son Heung-min is up for basic 

military training in april,” his agency 
said on his official Facebook account 
this month.

“We have decided to not open to 
the public in active compliance with 
the government’s measures on the 
Covid-19,” it added.

Under the terms of his gold-winner’s 
exemption, Son only needs to complete 
his basic training and perform around 
500 hours of community service to sat-
isfy his conscription obligation.

Basic training in the army is four 
weeks, but three weeks in the marines 
and navy. 

The premier league has been sus-
pended since mid-March due to the 
coronavirus and no date has yet been 
set for a resumption. afp

Celtics guard Jaylen Brown highlighted the disproportionate amount of 
black Americans infected by Covid-19 in an essay. nbae/getty images/afp

Fans of the Wuhan Zall football team welcome the team members home at the railway station in Wuhan, in 
China’s central Hubei province. str/afp

Wuhan Zall football team coach Jose Gonzalez (centre) arrives with his players at the railway station in 
Wuhan. str/afp

Tottenham Hotspur’s Son Heung-min (right) needs to complete basic training and perform 
500 hours of community service to fulfil his military commitment to South Korea. afp
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Football: Virus set to 
burst premier league 
transfer market bubble
T

he financial squeeze 
put on premier 
league clubs by the 
coronavirus crisis 

could be felt across the con-
tinent in the coming months 
as the well to fund massive 
transfer fees runs dry.

For each of the past four 
summers, premier league 
clubs have flexed their finan-
cial muscle to splurge over £1 
billion ($1.3 billion) on trans-
fers.

That has helped spread the 
wealth of television contracts 
worth billions across europe 
and crucially down the divi-
sions to cash-strapped clubs 
in england.

Now even the world’s rich-
est league is facing an eco-
nomic meltdown.

premier league matches 
have been suspended in-
definitely with no return ex-
pected before mid-June at the 
earliest.

Broadcasters could be due a 
rebate worth a reported £762 
million if the season is not 
completed and, even when 
the games do return, they 
are likely to be behind closed 
doors, quashing income from 
gate receipts.

Moreover, a number of ma-
jor sponsors such as airlines 
and gambling companies 
have been just as badly hit 
by the Covid-19 shutdown, 
which is expected to lead to a 
curb on commercial revenue.

rather than the usual 
arms race for talent, premier 
league clubs are fretting 
about just meeting their wage 
bills for the next few months.

“Many clubs could be 
threatened by insolvency 
and transfer plans came to a 

standstill for most clubs be-
cause of the many uncertain-
ties,” said Matthias Seidel, 
founder of Transfermarkt, a 
website specialising in trans-
fer values.

according to Transfermarkt, 
€1.8 billion ($2 billion) has al-
ready been wiped off the val-
ue of premier league squads.

“There’s no doubt the actual 
value of players right now has 
gone down in all squads,” said 
Brighton owner Tony Bloom.

“how much less, i have no 
idea. it depends on how the 
next few months play out.”

Such uncertainty has led for 
calls to do away with transfers 
entirely to avoid the unseem-
ly sight of clubs, who have 
asked staff to take pay cuts 
and in some cases relied on 
government money, spend-
ing money on new players.

“if you’re trying to get 30 per 
cent pay cuts from existing 
players, you may have to put 
a transfer embargo in place,” 
former Manchester United 
captain Gary Neville told Sky 
Sports.

however, embargoes may 
only accelerate fears that 
clubs lower down the pyramid 
will not survive the crisis.

proceeds from transfer sales 
are commonly used in the 
lower leagues to cover run-
ning costs and will be needed 
even more without the regu-
lar income of gate receipts to 
rely on.

“i think there will be signifi-
cant transfer fee deflation,” 
football finance expert Kieran 
Maguire said.

“There will be a significant 
number of clubs that when 
some form of transfer mar-
ket returns, they will be close 

to going out of business and 
therefore will accept fire sale 
prices.

“The vultures and predators 
will pick off good players for 
very modest fees,” he said.

The fear for those reliant on 
transfer fees though, is that 
the damage has already been 
done.

Given the vast sums in-
volved, transfer fees are very 
commonly paid over the 
course of a player’s contract.

Based on accounts pub-
lished to the end of the 2018-
2019 season, premier league 
clubs owed £1.6 billion in 
outstanding transfer pay-
ments, £900 million of which 
was to foreign clubs.

Maguire warns of the dom-
ino effect whereby if one club 
fails to meet its transfer debt, 
it could spark a series of de-
faulted payments on other 
deals or, even worse, force 
clubs into insolvency.

“The concern is that finan-
cial problems in one league 
could spread throughout the 
industry just like the pan-
demic,” he said.

Bundesliga CeO Christian 
Seifert told the New York 
Times earlier this month that 
the transfer market will “col-
lapse” and that “some leagues 
will understand that money is 
nothing that is coming auto-
matically every month from 
heaven”.

That may have been a slight 
on the premier league’s 
overindulgence on transfer 
fees.

But as the biggest spender, 
the economic earthquake felt 
by english football will ripple 
across europe for some time 
to come. afp

Tennis split over Djokovic 
plan for low-ranked players
aUSTralia’S John Millman 
has questioned a multi-million 
dollar plan floated by Novak 
Djokovic to help struggling ten-
nis players during the corona-
virus shutdown, asking why it 
hadn’t been done before.

Djokovic said on Saturday 
that the ‘Big Three’ – himself, 
roger Federer and rafael Nad-
al – were organising aid for 
lower-ranked players who have 
no income while the sport is 
suspended because of the 
coronavirus pandemic.

“The majority of the players 
who are ranked between 200, 
250 in the world, and the 700th 
or 1,000th do not have federa-
tion support, do not have spon-
sors. They are completely inde-

pendent and left alone,” 
Djokovic said in an instagram 
chat with friend and rival Stan 
Wawrinka.

“Guys who are ranked 
between 200 and 250, espe-
cially to 700 . . . are thinking of 
leaving tennis right now.”

But world No43 Millman said 
lower-ranked players should 
have been paid better in the 
past.

“if the concern is to help 
players ranked 250-700 in the 
world why has it taken a global 
pandemic to realise this?” he 
tweeted on Sunday.

“Surely over the many years 
of top end heavy prize money 
increases we should have may-
be distributed the spread a little 

more.”
Brisbane-based Millman, 

australia’s number three, said 
the “unfairness of the lower 
tours” meant he had always 
been “uncomfortable” with the 
“top-heavy sport”.

“[i’ve] often referenced the 
struggle . . . because i’ve prop-
erly lived through the lower 
levels,” he tweeted.

Djokovic said players, the 
aTp and the four Grand Slams 
“would all get together and 
will contribute to a player 
relief fund that aTp will dis-
tribute”.

he estimated that between 
$3 million and $4.5 million 
could be distributed through 
the scheme. afp

Former Manchester United Captain Gary Neville told Sky Sports that if the league wants pay cuts a transfer 
embargo is necessary. afp

Tennis’ World No1 Novak Djokovic says the sport needs to aid its lower-ranked players. afp
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