
THE coronavirus pandemic 
could nearly double the 
number of people around the 
world facing acute hunger, the 
UN’s World Food Programme 
(WFP) warned on Tuesday.

“The number of people fac-
ing acute food insecurity 
stands to rise to 265 million in 
2020, up by 130 million from 
the 135 million last year, as a 
result of the economic impact 
of Covid-19,” the WFP said, cit-
ing its projections.

The warning came as the WFP 
and other partners released a 
new report on food crises 
around the world.

The fourth annual Global 
Report on Food Crises found 
that food insecurity was already 
on the rise last year before the 
outbreak of the coronavirus 
crisis. It said 135 million peo-
ple in 55 countries were in liv-
ing in situations of acute food 
crises or outright humanitar-
ian emergencies last year.

The increase by more than 20 
million people takes it to a 
record level in the four years 
the report has been compiled.

Comparing the 50 countries 
in the reports this and last year, 
the number of people in food 
crisis rose by nearly 10 per cent 
to 123 million people.

The increase was due to con-
flicts, economic shocks and 
weather-related events such as 
drought.

The report found another 183 

million were at risk of slipping 
into food crisis “if confronted by 
an additional shock or stressor”.

Covid-19 could easily turn 
out to be such a shock, both as 
ill people overwhelm hospitals 
and governments impose 
lockdowns that have disrupted 
the economy and thrown peo-
ple out of work.

“We must act now to mitigate 
the impact of this global catas-
trophe,” the WFP’s senior econ-
omist Arif Husain said. AFP

Niem Chheng

M
INISTER of Health 
Mam Bun Heng 
said the authori-
ties are prioritis-

ing public health over privacy 
as they actively trace people 
who may have been in contact 
with Covid-19 patients.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence on Monday, Bun Heng 
said the authorities have ad-
opted a system to track the 

movement of those suspect-
ed of contracting the virus.

“Let me tell you this, wherev-
er you go, we’ll know. Now we 
have adopted a contact trac-
ing system. Wherever I go, like 
when I go outside my house, 
they [the authorities] know.

“If they want to follow me 
to find out whether I have 
Covid-19 or not, they can do 
so. They can track my move-
ment, knowing whom I go to 
meet, have lunch or shake 

hands with. The system works 
fast and is responsive.

“This should be seen as a 
joint effort between the gov-
ernment and the media. Even 
journalists, wherever they go, 
we’ll know. With the system in 
place, we can track where you 
go and whom you meet. 

“But don’t be afraid. You 
can go meet your sweetheart, 
it’s okay, but protect yourself 
from Covid-19. If you have it, 
they will follow you,” he said.

When asked how the track-
ing system could affect in-
dividual privacy, Bun Heng 
said the government needs 
to set its priorities straight. 
In case of a pandemic, he 
said the ministry needs to 
take measures for the sake of 
national interests.

“If you get infected, it’s not 
just you who suffer, but you 
will pass it on to others too. 
It’s not only you who die, but 
you could also cause other 

people to die too.
“Therefore, a limit on pri-

vacy is inevitable. We must 
comply with public health 
regulations. You said it affects 
the right to privacy, but if you 
get Covid-19 and pass it on to 
others, doesn’t that mean you 
violate their rights too?

“The virus does not know 
who’s who and can be trans-
mitted at any time as long as 
there’s a source of infection,” 
he stressed.

Cambodia Human Rights 
Committee (CHRC) spokesper-
son Chin Malin said that unlike 
the right to life and the right to 
be free from torture, privacy is 
not an absolute right.

“The privacy right is guar-
anteed by law, but this is not 
an absolute right. It means 
that it can be limited and re-
stricted to serve public inter-
ests, including national and
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Concerns over poisoning of 
giant ibises in Preah Vihear
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EU Ambassador to Cambodia 
Carmen Moreno applauded 
the country’s efforts to control 
the Covid-19 crisis and said 
the EU is transferring a €56 
million ($66.7 million) grant 
to help restore the economy, 
said a Ministry of Economy 
and Finance press release.

Her remarks were made dur-
ing a video conference with 
Minister Aun Pornmoniroth 
on Monday. The talk touched 
on the needs of the Cambo-
dian government and how the 
EU could help the country halt 
the Covid-19 virus and boost 
the economy, which has been 
hit by the disease.

“Moreno appreciates and 
places a high value on the 
government’s success in con-
trolling the Covid-19 crisis 
and she confirmed the EU’s 
strong position in contribut-
ing its support.

“In this spirit, the EU head-
quarters in Brussels has 
approved a financial transfer 
from existing programmes to 
be used as a grant, to the gov-
ernment in restoring the 
economy,” the ministry said.

[Pornmoniroth]  told 
Moreno that Cambodia has 
been working to control the 
Covid-19 situation and will 
continue its work and be 
even more active. He said the 
Kingdom had put together an 
in-depth strategy for the 
Covid-19 battlefield.

“Covid-19 is not only a crisis 

in public health. It causes 
negative impacts on other sec-
tors of the economy, including 
garments, tourism, and small- 
and medium-sized enterpris-
es,” the ministry said.

Pornmoniroth told Moreno 
that Cambodia had set up 
four ad-hoc working groups 
to deal with the impacts of 
the virus. One group will con-
trol the supplies and prices 
of strategic products, and 
another group has been 
formed to set up a mecha-
nism to provide social sup-
port during this time.

The third group is tasked 
with preparing a budget, 
grants, and a social support 
model to be used in the fight 
against Covid-19.

The fourth group is a con-
certed technical working 
group which deals with cur-
rency, banking, and solving 
the economic impacts caused 
by the virus.

The group will also work 
on the impact of the with-
drawal of the “Everything 
But Arms” (EBA) scheme, 
the ministry said.

Replying to The Post on 
Tuesday, Moreno said: “In 
Cambodia, the EU will sig-
nificantly enhance its sup-
port of social protection to 
the most vulnerable families 
as well as jobless workers.

“Parallel investment pro-
grammes in both rural and 
urban areas will be boosted 
to create jobs and opportu-
nities.”

ContInued – page 4

EU offers grant 
for Kingdom’s 
Covid-19 fight

It’s public health over privacy

Over 260 million face ‘acute hunger’

Free as a bird
a woman wearing a face mask amid concerns over a spread of Covid-19 plays with pigeons at a park in front of the Royal palace in phnom penh  
on Friday. AFP
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Voun Dara

THE Ministry of Environment has urged 
the people to stop cutting down malva 
nut trees to harvest their fruit because it 
is illegal to do so during the rainy season.

The fruit carries a high price tag at mar-
kets, with 1kg costing between 35,000 
and 45,000 riel.

Ministry of Environment secretary of 
state and spokesman Neth pheaktra told 
The Post on Tuesday that malva nut trees 
grow in the middle of the jungle and 
their fruit can be harvested once they’ve 
grown for 12 to 15 years.  

The practice of harvesting fruit from 
the trees dates back to ancestral times, 
when families harvested just enough for 
themselves.

Harvesters would wait until the fruits 
dropped naturally to gather them.

in 1999, the fruit became highly sought 
after in markets, and people started fell-
ing the trees to gather the fruits easily.

The activity resulted in a consistent 
annual decline of malva nut trees in the 
Kingdom. “Cutting down malva nut trees 
to harvest fruit is against the law.

“[The people] have been felling the trees 
in various areas. Our forest rangers went 

down to teach them and fine those who 
were caught doing this,” pheaktra said. 

He said according to information giv-
en by the O’Tung Community protected 
area in ratanakkiri province, selling 
malva nuts is the easiest way to make 
money for the community.

During harvest season, local traders 
arrive and wait in line to buy it from 
community members.

He said community traders said 90 per 
cent of the market demand for the fruit is 
imported from Vietnam, while the other 
10 per cent is harvested locally.

phnom penh’s Bayon Malva Nut com-
pany has produced malva fruit-infused 
water for the domestic market, he said. 
The retail price is 4,000 riel per bottle 
while the wholesale price is 2,000 riel per 
bottle for an order of 50.

pheaktra said: “The ministry has also 
appealed to the people, especially those 
living in natural protected areas not to 
fell the tree to harvest its fruit.

“it is like destroying natural resources. So, 
if we let malva nut trees stand, they will con-
tinue benefitting us forever. But if we cut 
them down to pick up its nut, it is illegal.”

pheaktra said malva nut trees are plen-
tiful in northeast Cambodia, especially 

in ratanakkiri, Stung Treng and preah 
Vihear provinces.

Harvesters can earn from four to 10 mil-
lion riel per year by collecting the fruit. in 
Stung Treng province’s Siem pang district, 
most families rush from their homes into 
the forest to collect the fruit when harvest 
season starts, pheaktra said.

The forest buzzes with activity, and it 
feels like a special economic centre that’s 
busy day and night. 

“according to a lower estimate, Siem 
pang district makes about two million 
riel per year selling malva nuts.

“The malva nut trees are like a large 
bank for the district. if citizens don’t pre-
serve them, soon they will suffer a seri-
ous loss due to their short-term think-
ing,” he said.

Stung Treng provincial hall spokesman 
Men Kong said on Sunday that the provin-
cial administration had arrived in the dis-
trict to teach citizens not to fell the trees.

“We have also collaborated with envi-
ronmental officials and border military 
forces to instruct the people when they 
are allowed to harvest the fruit.

“Malva nut trees in our province tend 
to grow along the border in Siem pang 
district,” he said.

Calls to stop cutting malva nut trees

Broken water pipes on table
Voun Dara

T
HE chairman of the Cambodian 
Water Supply association (CWa), 
leng Khieu, has asked the Minis-
try of industry, Science, Technolo-

gy and innovation to take measures against 
companies that have disrupted and broken 
underground clean water pipes.

it wants them forced to take responsi-
bility for the damages caused as a result 
of their activities.

Khieu made his request to Minister Cham 
prasidh at a CWa grant provision meeting. 
He also urged members to contribute to 
the prevention and spread of Covid-19.

“please take accountability for digging 
up the ground and breaking the under-
ground clean water pipes,” he said. 

Khieu called for access to funding or 
loans to develop the clean water sector 
and the reduction or exemption of taxes 
for it.

He suggested an acceleration of li-
censing in the clean water sector and the 
establishment of a clean water fund to 
sponsor the service as well as to expand 
it to providers in rural areas.

prasidh called these suggestions im-
portant points that should be paid at-
tention to. However, he said the ministry 
has been addressing some issues step by 
step already. “We will continue to work 
hard to achieve positive results and bet-
ter work efficiency,” the minister said.

Khieu said his request to the ministry to 
get the companies to take responsibility 
for digging and breaking underground 
clean water pipes came about after many 
clean water supply companies in phnom 
penh and the provinces requested the 
CWa to intervene in the issue.

“Because when the road and pipeline 
construction companies dig and break 
the underground clean water pipes, they 
never take responsibility.

“We also requested to inform the wa-
ter supply companies in the regions that 
the road repair companies have to repair 
the roads and they should prepare in ad-
vance to avoid digging and breaking the 
clean water supply network.

“We also want compensation if the 
road repair companies dig the roads and 
cause damage to the underground clean 
water pipelines. if they dig and break 
the underground pipelines, it will affect 
water supply to the people and result in 
thousands of dollars in losses,” he said.

in response to the government’s call 
to prevent the spread of Covid-19, the 
CWSa had initiated a voluntary fund-
raising effort within its framework that 
lasted from March 28 until april 13.

as a result, it received a lot of support 
from members contributing their own 
money, totalling $6,415.

The ministry confirmed that the CWa 
has complied with the ministry’s in-
structions by working on creating videos 
for its members on hygiene practices.

This, Khieu said, would strengthen the 
management of quality and safe clean 
water supply as required by the people in 
their target regions in line with national 
standards.

CWA Chairman Leng Khieu (left) met with minister Cham Prasidh to request that road repair 
companies take responsibility for busted water pipes. supplied

Muslims face ramadan distancing
Khorn Savi

SENiOr Minister in charge of 
Special Missions, Othman 
Hassan, has urged Muslims 
across the country to avoid 
gathering at mosques during 
ramadan to prevent the 
spread of Covid-19.

The instructions came from 
the government, the Ministry 
of Health and the Highest 
Council for islamic religious 

affairs in Cambodia.
The council issued a similar 

notice on Monday which also 
stated that Muslims should 
not gather in homes during 
ramadan.

“if a Muslim brings disease to 
others, they will acquire sin, 
according to islam. islamic law 
states Muslims must obey the 
leadership. a Muslim who does 
not obey their leader is not a 
real Muslim,” Hassan said.

He made his comments at a 
Council of Ministers press 
conference on Tuesday.

The first day of fasting for 
ramadan is determined by 
sightings of the new moon and 
will likely fall on Friday.

Hassan said 33 Khmer Mus-
lims have been infected with 
Covid-19 and 32 have recov-
ered.  an elderly man is being 
treated at Kampong Chhnang 
Hospital.

The Organisation of islamic 
Cooperation (OiC) comprises 
of 57 Muslim countries with a 
combined population of near-
ly two billion.

Hassan said 54 of the coun-
tries have reported more than 
250,000 Covid-19 infections. 
Turkey reported more than 
86,000 cases – the highest 
number in the organisation – 
while iran reported the most 
deaths, with 5,118.

real estate purchasers 
demand land refunds
Long Kimmarita

THaN preah in company direc-
tor Hang prinya has asked cli-
ents who claim they were 
cheated out of money in a real 
estate scheme to give him three 
months to cope with their 
demands. But some victims 
have declined to do so.

prinya, also known as Chhy 
Chakrya, made the request after 
clients created a joint Facebook 
page posting their demands.

They insisted prinya come 
forward to solve the matter 
and compensate those who 
bought plantation land from 
the company, which appeared 
to close down after running 
out of money.

prinya told The Post on 
Tuesday that his intention 
was not to evade responsibil-
ity for compensating clients 
who felt wronged.

He said opportunists had 
tried to smear his name, which 
caused his company to run into 
financial difficulty. 

“a scandal broke last year, say-
ing i sold land when i had none. 
The scandal prompted clients 
to rush to withdraw their mon-
ey.  last year, the company had 
money and refunded them.

“as you know, if a company 
only withdraws money and 
has no income, it will collapse. 
We ran out of money com-
pletely in December last year 
because [we] had been com-
pensating clients,” he said.

prinya requested three 
months, from april 20 to July 20 
of this year, to give him the pos-
sibility of re-opening the firm.

He maintained that when the 
company could operate again, 
it would be able to give the cli-
ents everything they expected.

“i will announce the re-
opening of the office in phnom 
penh in June.  i’m asking them 
to give me time to work out the 
matter. We have good mem-
bers continuing our work in 
Kampot province.

“We have good clients 
believing in and supporting 
[us], and we are continuing to 

move forward. all investment 
partners ... please work 
together in the interests of 
clients and the reputation of 
the company,” he said.

Ngor liheang, an alleged vic-
tim who filed a complaint with 
the Siem reap provincial Court 
in March, told The Post on Tues-
day that he was still waiting for 
a solution.

He had no faith in prinya’s 
statements because he said 
prinya had employed the same 
tactics in the past.

“He made this request in the 
past and we waited a year for 
land titles and compensation. 
it is not only plantation land 
buyers, but also investors. 

He asks the victims to give him 
three months and then he post-
pones another three months for 
different reasons. if he did as he 
promised, we would not have 
protested,” liheang said.

another victim who gave 
his name as rithy said he 
spent more than $40,000 buy-
ing land in Siem reap.

He told The Post on Tuesday 
that he had previously believed 
in prinya and had given him 
several chances to honour his 
agreement, but the matter 
remains unsolved.

“i already went to investigate 
in Srei Snam district along 
with the authorities, and they 
said he has no land here.  it 
was said he deposited money 
to buy land in the area, but he 
never paid in full and the land-
owner took it back.

“Now that i know this, i no 
longer believe in him. i only ask 
for a refund on the land i 
bought,” rithy said.

He added that some victims 
are collecting documents to 
file a joint complaint with local 
authorities. if the case remains 
unsolved, they will file anoth-
er complaint with the provin-
cial court.

Than preah in, which trans-
lates to “King God land” in 
English, opened last year with 
branches in Siem reap, Mon-
dulkiri, pursat and Kampot 
provinces.
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Continued from page 1

social security, among others.
“in case of a fight against 

terrorism that affects national 
security, for example, privacy 
would no longer be consid-
ered an absolute right. in that 
case, they [authorities] can 
monitor one’s private life and 
track communications by all 
means necessary for the sake 
of national security and pub-
lic interests,” he said.

last week, the Ministry of 
posts and Telecommunica-
tions launched two tracking 
systems – OpenTraceKH and 
Self Quarantine – to detect 
people who have been in con-
tact with Covid-19 patients, 
and to receive information 
from those who are kept un-
der quarantine or receiving 
treatment.

Cambodian Centre for Hu-
man rights (CCHr) executive 
director Chak Sopheap urged 
the government to balance 
privacy and public health 

rights while applying the 
tracking systems.

“it is legitimate for the gov-
ernment to prioritise the right 
to community health dur-
ing this time of uncertainty, 
considering the severity with 
which Covid-19 has impacted 
countries across the globe.

“This can include tracing 
physical contact of those who 
have received a positive di-
agnosis. Contact tracing has 
been used by governments 
worldwide as a response to 
Covid-19 as it is important that 
those who have tested posi-
tive and those who have had 
contact with Covid-19 positive 
individuals be monitored to 
prevent the virus’ spread. 

However, Sopheap said the 
tracking system should not go 
beyond public health goals. 
She urged the authorities not 
to collect private and per-
sonal information that does 
not serve the purpose of con-
taining the pandemic and to 
refrain from publishing it.

Soth Koemsoeun

THE Kampong Thom provin-
cial authorities sent four sus-
pects to the provincial court on 
Monday after they were arrest-
ed the day before for clearing 
an area of flooded forest with 
a tractor in Khsach Chi ros vil-
lage, Kampong Kor commune, 
Kampong Svay district.

provincial governor Sok 
lou confirmed on Tuesday 
the four suspects had been 
sent to the court, but he can’t 
predict how it will decide.

“Our officials have sent the 
case to court. The suspects 
have cleared about 10ha of 
the flooded forest at the above 
location, which is a protected 
area where fish spawn during 
the rainy season. They cleared 
the land for ownership, so it’s 
illegal,” lou said.

police questioned the four 
suspects about bulldozing 
the wetlands at the provincial 
police office, district governor 
Un Both said. 

“i sent the authorities to check 
the location but they haven’t re-

ported back yet. i don’t know 
the size of the land or its history. 
i am waiting for them to report 
to me first,” he said.

provincial police chief Ouk 
Kosal could not be reached for 
comment, while provincial ag-
riculture, Forestry and Fisheries 
Department director pen Van-
narith confirmed the incident, 
but declined to comment.

District police chief Khen 
Chhunkor said on Monday he 
knew about the case but there 
was no request for interven-
tion from his forces.

“i think there were enough 
provincial authorities, so my 
forces were not requested to 
help with this work,” he said.

Fresh News had reported that 
lou coordinated with pros-
ecutor Sin Virak, Kosal, and 
anti-economic crime officers to 
catch the suspects and confis-
cate the bulldozing equipment. 

authorities retrieved four 
tractors and three cell phones 
from four men aged 26, 23, 20 
and 17, it said. all the suspects 
live in Kampong Svay district’s 
Sankoa commune.

Balancing safety and 
privacy to follow the 
virus wherever it goes

Four sent to court for 
bulldozing wetlands

Hun Sen: Take no shortcuts 
in preventing spread of virus

Stung Treng fisheries to close early

Long Kimmarita

p
riME Minister Hun 
Sen has appealed to 
all citizens to be vigi-
lant and pay greater 

attention to their health while 
the country combats Covid-19, 
even though there have been 
no cases in the last few days.

in a Facebook post, the prime 
minister wrote on Tuesday: 
“Every second and every day, 
countrymen, please remem-
ber to pay greater attention to 
health, which is your life.”

The prime minister also in-
structed people to take with 
them facemasks and sanitisers 
when they travel. “They have 
to wear facemasks everywhere 
and wash hands before and af-
ter touching something or ob-
jects at the market and in pub-
lic places for their protection.

“We don’t know whether 
objects and materials have 
been touched by others in-
fected with Covid-19. We pro-
tect ourselves from spreading 
the virus to others, and please 
don’t bring the virus from oth-
ers to us and our families. 

“[The people] must main-
tain good hygiene regularly 
and follow the directions of 
the Ministry of Health al-
ways,” he stressed.

although no new infectious 
cases have been detected re-
cently, nearly 1,500 workers in 
phnom penh had their health 
checked and are being kept in 
quarantine for 14 days after 
visiting their hometowns dur-
ing the Khmer New Year.

The Ministry of labour and 
Vocational Training said in a 
press release on Tuesday that 
on the first day of the quaran-
tine, 1,018 workers received 
health checks.  Of that num-
ber, 959 were subjected to a 
14-day quarantine.

The press release said 59 
workers were put up at two 
quarantine centres at Hun Sen 
Champuvoin High School, of 
which 18 had samples taken 
for further testing.

“On Tuesday at 11am, 405 
workers had their health 
checked. Of the total, 376 
were kept in quarantine for 
14 days. Six were put up at 
the first category quarantine 

centre and 23 stayed at the 
second category quarantine 
centre at the high school,” the 
ministry said.

Ministry of labour spokes-
man Heng Sour could not be 
reached for comment on the 
results of the 18 tested workers.

The country has not de-
tected new infectious cases in 
nine days. as of Tuesday, 122 
Covid-19 cases had been re-
corded. Of those, 110 had re-
covered. The virus has infect-
ed 2.5 million people around 
the world and killed more 
than 170,000, according to a 
Ministry of Health report. 

Ngear Chanda, the husband 
of a factory worker who was 

subjected to the ministry-im-
posed quarantine measures 
at Hun Sen Champuvoin High 
School, told The Post on Tues-
day that his wife had stayed 
at the centre for two days 
and underwent health checks 
along with other workers.

He said the move was good 
to keep the virus from spread-
ing to others.

“When i visited her, she 
said it is okay at the centre. 
There is cooked rice, water, 
and accommodation. There 
is no need to be concerned. 
Her test came back negative 
and there is nothing suspi-
cious.  She just had a fever,” 
Chanda said.

Khouth Sophak Chakrya

THE Stung Treng Fisheries 
administration announced it 
will take measures to investi-
gate fishing crimes thorough-
ly during the closing of the 
fishing season on May 1. The 
move, it said, would ensure 
there will be fish available in 
Cambodia.

Stung Treng provincial Fish-
eries administration chief 
Tum Niro told The Post on 
Tuesday that the fishing sea-
son would start again from 
early June till the end of Sep-
tember or from early July to 
the end of October.

But the Ministry of agri-
culture, Forestry and Fisher-
ies approved the closure in 
Stung Treng from early May 
to the end of September be-
cause some fish species in the 
Mekong river have started to 
spawn in deep water.

During the closed fishing 
season, he said, illegal fish-
ing tools and nets are banned 
even if it is for family fishing.

“in the closed fishing sea-
son, the Stung Treng provin-
cial fishery authorities will 
take measures to check and 
investigate fishing crimes. This 
will be achieved by working in 
collaboration with related au-
thorities and the local fishing 
community, Niro said.

During last year’s closed fish-

ing season, he said the provin-
cial Fisheries administration 
discovered illegal fishing tools 
and impounded five fishing 
boats, 10 electric fish shocking 
tools and five batteries.

it also detained seven of-
fenders for using fish shock-
ing machines while 214 oth-
ers were ordered not to fish 
for trading purposes.

Niro said he is concerned 
about a dramatic decrease in 
the amount of fish due to ille-
gal fishing in deep waters.

“The deep water of the river 
is where fish spawn. There are 
also dolphins there and it is 

essential to protect and con-
serve them,” he said.

He called on people in the 
community to cooperate to 
protect endangered fish and 
fish spawning areas or their 
population would decrease.

according to an observa-
tion report from a group of 
researchers, thanks to strong 
support from provincial and 
local authorities, and those 
in the fishing community, the 
illegal acts of fishing in Stung 
Treng province last year de-
creased by 30 per cent.

also, more than 3,000 
tonnes of endangered fish 

were rescued which could 
mean millions more fish in 
rivers and natural lakes in 
Cambodia.

Stung Treng provincial 
governor Mom Saroeun an-
nounced the fishing season’s 
closure and said it was an ap-
propriate measure to protect 
fish spawning areas.

“For family fishing, hooks 
and some other traditional 
fishing tools will be allowed,” 
he said.

according to the Fisheries 
administration calendar, the 
closed fishing season is sup-
posed to start on June 1 and 
go on until September 30 for 
freshwater fish in the north-
ern part of Chaktomuk city.

This includes provinces 
around the Tonle Sap river 
and other provinces includ-
ing Kampong Cham, Tbong 
Khmum, Kratie, ratanakkiri, 
Mondulkiri, preah Vihear, 
pailin, Oddar Meanchey, and 
other parts in phnom penh city 
and Kandal province which are 
in northern Chaktomuk.

For other provinces near 
the southern part of Chak-
tomuk, including prey Veng, 
Svay rieng, Takeo, Kampong 
Speu, and some parts of 
phnom penh city and Kan-
dal province, which is in the 
southern part of Chaktomuk, 
the closed season starts on 
July 1 until October 31.

Workers having their health checked at Hun Sen Champuvoin High School in Por Sen Chey district. heng chivoan

Fishing in Strung Treng province will be closed from early May until the 
end of September. supplied

Four tractors were seized from four suspects in a deforestation case in 
Kampong Thom province. police
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Khorn Savi

THE phnom penh Municipal 
Court has issued an arrest war-
rant for the vice-president of 
the Khmer United Great Nation 
party (KUGNp) and an activ-
ist associated with it after they 
were accused of incitement 
and insulting the Supreme 
Council for Consultations and 
recommendations (SCCr).

KUGNp vice-president, 
Heang Kim Sroeun, and the 
activist, Thol Sophana, were 
recently sued by Cambodian 
Youth party president pich 

Sros for harming the SCCr.
Vice-president of the court 

and investigating judge Koy Sao 
confirmed he issued two war-
rants on Monday ordering the 
arrest of the pair, who he said 
were accused of incitement to 
commit serious crimes and in-
sults on October 10, last year.

The suspects were thought 
to be living in Tuol Sangke vil-
lage, Toul Sangke i commune, 
russey Keo district, but accord-
ing to a Tuol Sangke i adminis-
tration police report, local po-
lice couldn’t locate them and 

don’t know their whereabouts.
Commune police chief 

Nong Sabong told The Post 
on Tuesday that the suspects 
don’t live in the commune.

“The actual residence is not 
in my location. i don’t know 
where they live,” said Sabong.

Sros told The post on Tues-
day that Sroeun had tried to 
stir people’s faith in the coun-
cil by verbally insulting him 
and the whole council.

“The SCCr is an institution 
formed by the willingness of 
all political parties. He [Kim 
Sroeun] denied that we are 

an orderly body. But we are 
working hard for the sake of 
the nation and the people.

“as for Sophana, i don’t 
know where he has the data 
and evidence from, but he 
accused me of receiving 
$200,000 from the ruling par-
ty to help dissolve the Cam-
bodia National rescue party.

“This is unacceptable be-
cause it ruins my reputation 
and also the reputation of the 
entire CYp.”

Sroeun could not be reached 
for comment on Tuesday.

Two summoned for 
insulting supreme 
council, youth party 

Concerns over poisoning of 
giant ibises in preah Vihear
Ry Sochan

T
HE Wildlife Conser-
vation Society (WCS) 
has expressed con-
cern for the impact 

on birds, domestic animals 
and even humans after three 
giant ibises died of poisoning 
in Chhaeb district in preah 
Vihear province. 

WCS country director Ken 
Serey rotha told The Post 
on Tuesday that wild animal 
hunters had used carbofuran 
– a poison used to kill mice – 
to kill the birds.

He expressed concern that 
the poisoned animals could 
poison people or other ani-
mals if they are eaten.

“Vultures, as we know, eat 
dead animals. if a vulture eats 
the poisoned animals it will 
be poisoned too.  The vul-
ture is important as pollution 
cleaning agents in our eco-
system and it is the species 
that attract tourists,” he said.

Serey rotha said it is also 
a risk to domestic animals 
when owners release them 
and they drink water at pud-
dles and ponds that contain 
poisonous substances from 
the wild animal carcasses. 

The endangered giant ibises 
were found dead on april 9. 
The birds were killed illegally 
for their meat, which would 
have been consumed locally 
or sold on the market, the 
WCS said on Sunday. 

“in the last two weeks, as 
economies closed down and 
incomes have dried up, con-
servationists have seen an in-

crease in natural resource ex-
ploitation, including poaching 
of protected wildlife,” it said.

Serey rotha said his organi-
sation was saddened by the 
loss of animals that symbolised 
the Kingdom and are meant 
to be protected. in Southeast 
asia, only Cambodia remains 
home to the giant ibis, perhaps 
as many as 300 in the brush-
wood in low-lying areas of the 
north and east.

Cambodia has one-third of 
the global population of the 
species, which is still a small 
number. 

“it serves the tourist sector 

and is important for attract-
ing them to Cambodia. Those 
who like animals attempt to 
catch a glimpse of this species. 
So, it generates income for the 
community and it is the image 
of the Kingdom of Cambodia. 
Besides, the temples, we have 
animals for tourists,” he said. 

Serey rotha said if there are 
no giant ibises in Cambodia, 
tourists will not visit the north-
ern plains. Thousands of inter-
national tourists have visited 
the area to see the giant ibis in 
the past decade, and they have 
paid more than $100,000 into 
a community fund linked to 

sightings of the species.
preah Vihear provincial 

Department of Environment 
director Song Chansocheat 
told The Post on Tuesday that 
a task force from his depart-
ment had issued a ban on 
people using poisons. 

Officials were put on standby 
along with community mem-
bers to watch over main ponds. 

“The provincial Department 
of agriculture, Forestry and 
Fisheries will tighten the sale of 
these kinds of poisons for the 
sake of the animals. people buy 
them to poison animals and 
fish in the ponds,” he said.

WCS country director Ken Serey Rotha said poachers had used carbofuran – a poison used to kill mice – to 
kill the birds, which could poison people or other animals if they are eaten. wcs

Malaria sees no death since 2018 
Voun Dara 

CaMBODia will celebrate National 
Malaria Day on april 25 under the theme, 
“Zero malaria starts with me”, although 
there have been no reported deaths from 
malaria in the Kingdom since 2018.

a letter from prime Minister Hun Sen, 
issued to mark the occasion, noted that 
the country plans to eradicate the dis-
ease by 2025.

Hun Sen said in the letter that the cel-
ebration is aligned with the evolution of 
Cambodia’s socio-economic situation, 
which has been extended to border and 
eco-tourism areas that are still at risk from 
the possibility of malaria-related deaths.

He said Cambodia is implementing the 
malaria eradication approach as part of 
the National Strategic plan for Elimination 
of Malaria in the Kingdom of Cambodia 
2011-2025, which is a roadmap for facili-
tating nationwide malaria eradication.

“according to the report of the Cambodian 
National Malaria Control programme, Cam-
bodia has had no deaths from malaria since 
2018, meaning that we succeeded years be-
fore the 2020 target,” Hun Sen’s letter said.

The Cambodia National Malaria Control 
programme report shows that last year, 
there were 4,990 cases of falciparum malar-
ia (severe malaria) and mixed-species ma-
laria, which has decreased by 72 per cent 
compared to 2018, which saw 18,057 cases. 

“These achievements are showing pos-
itive signs of efficiency and quality in our 
response to the fight against malaria to 
achieve complete success in eliminating 
all types of malaria by 2025 and it is also 
a cause that contributes to the success 

of our Cambodian Millennium Develop-
ment Goals,” said the prime minister.

He wrote that the government has al-
ways provided encouragement to mobil-
ise the proper resources to push forward 
the fight against malaria to eradicate the 
disease as planned, although the world, 
including Cambodia, is currently facing 
the Covid-19 crisis. 

“Therefore, we must pay attention to all 
these points to improve the health, quality 
of life, and dignity of our people,” he said.

Director of the National Centre for para-
sitology Entomology and Malaria Control 
at the Ministry of Health Huy rekol said 

on Tuesday that within the last three years, 
Cambodia has already achieved success 
regarding the death rate from malaria.

“it is the target dictated by the govern-
ment in its aim to eradicate malaria or 
falciparum which is a type of malaria 
that has been increasing and can cause 
death. in the three months of this year, 
this type of malaria has been increasing 
by around only 200 cases and can be ful-
ly controlled with no deaths,” he said.

as for eliminating the disease, he said 
money, human resources and materials, 
especially antibiotics, are vital to ensure 
safety until the middle of next year.

Last year, there were 4,990 cases of falciparum malaria (severe malaria) and mixed-species  
malaria, which has decreased by 72 per cent compared to 2018, which saw 18,057 cases. post staff

The SccR is formed by the 
willingness of all parties. we 

are working hard for the sake 
of the nation and the people
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Thou Vireak

aS the global price of oil craters 
amid the Covid-19 pandemic, 
Singapore-based KrisEnergy ltd 
remains on track to extract the 
first drop of oil in the first half of 
this year, said a Ministry of Mines 
and Energy senior official.

KrisEnergy is currently devel-
oping the apsara oilfield in Cam-
bodia’s offshore Block a, which 
it expects to reach a peak rate of 
7,500 barrels of oil per day.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence titled Progress and Imple-
mentation plan of Ministry of 
Mines and Energy on Tuesday, 
the ministry’s General Depart-
ment of petroleum director-
general Cheap Sour said the 
ministry has not yet offered 
guidelines to the company 
about the outbreak’s potential 
impact on its operation. 

“We will have a discussion 
with the company about stud-
ying how the oil field develop-
ment project in Block a will be 
impacted by the outbreak.

“The recent drop in oil price 
will probably lead to a loss of 
confidence for financiers  

investing their money in the 
oil sector,” said Sour.

He said the ministry has 
been working hard to attract 
investors to Cambodia’s oil 
sector. “We will strive to attract 
investors who want to explore 
for oil and continue to push for 
oil production by 2020.”

US crude benchmark West 
Texas intermediate (WTi) 
briefly plummeted nearly 20 
per cent to below $14.50 on 
Monday – its lowest since 1999 
– as stockpiles continue to 
accumulate as a result of 
demand drying up amid the 
outbreak, reported aFp. 

Sour said Cambodia has 
divided domestic kerosene 
exploration into six offshore 
and 19 onshore blocks.

in December, the ministry 
granted Chinese-owned Cam-
bodian resources Energy 
Development Co ltd a three-
year exploration licence in the 
Gulf of Thailand’s Block D, off 
the coast of Cambodia.

The company is scheduled 
to begin exploration of Block 
D, which covers 5,500sq km, 
this year.

ppCBank raises $10M, lists 
first corporate bond on CSX 
May Kunmakara

S
OUTH Korea-owned 
phnom penh Com-
mercial Bank plc (pp-
CBank) on Tuesday 

officially listed its first corpo-
rate bond on the Cambodia 
Securities Exchange (CSX).

This makes it the fourth fi-
nancial institution to bond-
list on the bourse, all of which 
have done so during the 
Covid-19 pandemic.

ppCBank president and CEO 
Shin Chang-moo said the list-
ing marks a new milestone for 
the bank at a time of high un-
certainty and market volatil-
ity where securing liquidity is 
more important than ever.

“We are now one of the 
few financial institutions in 
Cambodia with access to the 
newest source of long-term 
funding. Through the bond 
issuance, we were able to 
build new relationships with 
reputable foreign and local 
institutional investors.

“i believe this is the first 
time a local insurance com-
pany has invested a mean-
ingful amount in corporate 
bonds issued by a financial 
institution as an anchor in-
vestor,” said Shin, declining 
to name the firm.

“We believe the listing of 
our bonds will contribute im-
mensely to our bank’s reputa-
tion and brand as not only the 
leading commercial bank but 
also a trusted partner with 
customer-centric, innovative, 
and transparent business op-
erations. 

“While still in the early 
stage of its development, the 
Cambodian capital market is 
expected to provide us with 
more flexibility and stability in 
terms of funding for the medi-
um and long-term,” said Shin.

Han Kyung -tae, the manag-
ing director of Yuanta Securi-
ties (Cambodia) plc, the com-
pany managing ppCBank’s 
bond issuance project, noted 
that the listing – in the middle 
of the health crisis – is a great 
achievement for both the 
bank and the development of 
the Kingdom’s capital market. 

“We are happy to have suc-
cessfully guided ppCBank to 
complete the first phase of 
its bond issuance. We believe 
this is an excellent start for 

the bank as securing liquidity 
will be one of the top priori-
ties for banks for the coming 
months,” said Han. 

Sou Socheat, director-
general of the Securities Ex-
change Commission of Cam-
bodia (SECC), the Kingdom’s 
securities regulator, presided 
over the listing ceremony.

He said the successful list-
ing showed a strong commit-
ment from the management 
of the bank while many other 
markets around the globe and 
region continue to be rattled 
by the pandemic.

“Despite going through a 
tough time, we went ahead 
with ppCBank’s listing on the 
Cambodia Securities Exchange.

“at this time, we’ve decided 

that the bank should split the 
listing into two phases. Today 
we were successful in raising 
$10 million. For the second 
phase, it will take another six 
months to raise another $10 
million,” said Socheat.

ppCBank received SECC ap-
proval of its subscription and 
allocation results on april 10. 
The bank successfully raised 
40 billion riel ($10 million).

First phase investors sub-
scribed to foreign-exchange-
indexed bonds with an inter-
est rate of 6.5 per cent per year 
and a maturity of three years.

a total of 400,000 bonds were 
issued at an average value of 
100,000 riel per bond. The bank 
plans to raise another 40 billion 
riel in its second phase.

Hyundai Engineering 
secures right to build 
new aeon Mall project
Thou Vireak

SOUTH Korea’s Hyundai Engi-
neering Co has struck a 200 bil-
lion won ($160 million) bid to 
build Cambodia’s third aeon 
Mall, reported Korean IT Times.

a Hyundai Engineering offi-
cial told the Times on Sunday 
that the project is a five-story 
shopping centre and parking 
facility outside the city centre.

The construction period is 
expected to last 27 months.

Construction on aeon Mall 3 
in the capital’s Meanchey dis-
trict is set to begin this year 
backed by aeon Mall Co ltd’s 
$289.6 million investment, 
which was approved by the 
Council for the Development of 
Cambodia in December.

according to aeon Mall Co 
ltd’s financial report for last 
year, the mall will cover 
174,000sqm in ing City, 7km 
south of the centre of phnom 
penh.

aeon Mall phnom penh in 
Chamkarmon district’s Tonle 
Bassac commune opened in 
2014 with a capital investment 
of $205 million.

aeon Mall Sen Sok City opened 
in Sen Sok district’s phnom penh 
Thmey commune in the capital 
in June last year, with capital 

investment of around $120 mil-
lion to develop the 68,000sqm of 
retail space.

aeon Mall plans to expand its 
large shopping mall business in 
Southeast asian countries such 
as Vietnam and indonesia, 
while Hyundai Engineering 
plans to make every effort to 
secure additional work through 
its high level of construction 
capacity, reported the Times.

“Through this order, Hyundai 
Engineering will be able to 
stand out not only in the plant 
market such as chemical engi-
neering and power generation 
in Southeast asia, but also in 
the building market,” the Times 
quoted an official as saying.

Despite its proximity to pH 
Diamond place, a supermarket 
developed by Borey peng 
Huoth Group Co ltd, aeon 
Mall 3 will not affect its retail 
supply, real estate investment 
firm CBrE Cambodia director 
ann Thida said on Tuesday.

“aeon Mall 3 is geared to mid-
dle-class shoppers while pH Dia-
mond place is focused on upscale 
consumers. The decors will not 
be in the same style,” she said.  

Cambodia has 23 shopping 
malls in phnom penh with a total 
combined area of 380,000sqm, 
CBrE Cambodia data shows.

Cambodia hoping to 
produce oil this year, 
despite global slump

PPCBank president and CEO Shin Chang-moo said the listing marks a new milestone for the bank at a time of 
high uncertainty and market volatility. supplied

Cambodia nets $21M from mining
Hin Pisei

CaMBODia collected $21 mil-
lion in non-tax revenue from 
the mining sector last year, up 
five per cent from 2018, said a 
Ministry of Mines and Energy 
senior official.

Speaking at a press briefing 
on the ministry’s progress, goal 
setting and action plans held at 
the Office of the Council of 
Ministers, its General Depar-
ment of Mineral resources 
director-general Yos Monirath 
said the government’s policy 
encouraged people to look into 
and invest in the sector.

He said the sector not only 
creates more job opportunities, 
but also contributes to revenue 
for national development.

The ministry is currently 
implementing a number of 
measures to curtail illegal 
mining and formalise informal 
mining to collect additional 
non-tax revenue, he said.

Monirath defined non-tax 
revenue as recurring income 
obtained by the ministry 
through sources other than 
taxes such as licensing fees, land 
leases, royalties and penalties.

although mining receives 
lower non-tax revenue com-
pared to other sectors, there is 

no regulatory framework in 
place to encourage the export 
of raw mineral resources, he 
said. “investors are forced to 
build mineral processing 
plants which add value … to 
Cambodia’s exports.”

He said Cambodia will soon 
welcome its first gold process-

ing plant in the Okvau area in 
Mondulkiri province’s Keo 
Seima district.

australian-listed mining 
firm Emerald resources Nl is 
developing the Okvau gold 
project and expects to begin 
extracting gold this year.

The company released its 
definitive feasibility study in 
May 2017 and revealed that 
the project could produce 
106,000oz (3,005kg) of gold per 
year on average.

it estimated that the mine 
will initially be active for seven 
years, with capital investment 
amounting to a$98 million 
(US$61 million).

Monirath said: “We hope to 
be able to produce gold soon 
here in Cambodia according 
to plan.” 

in 2018, the Kingdom col-
lected $20 million in non-tax 
revenue from the mining sec-
tor, or 133 per cent of the min-
istry’s target.

Cambodia is expected to welcome its first gold processing plant in 
Mondulkiri province later this year. supplied



PPP projects 
in VN must 
have $4.3M 
in investment

Vietnam’s national 
assembly (na) stand-
ing Committee on 

monday reached a consen-
sus on the investment scale 
of public-private partnership 
(PPP) projects.

While discussing the 
draft law on PPP at their 
44th session, legislators 
agreed that PPP projects in 
healthcare and education 
in remote and extremely 
disadvantaged areas must 
have a minimum investment 
of 100 billion dong ($4.3 
million).

PPP projects in other sec-
tors and areas must have a 
minimum investment of 200 
billion dong.

the PPP project investment 
scale is mentioned in item 3, 
Clause 5 of the draft law.

na vice-chairman Phung 
Quoc Hien said the draft law 
must ensure consistency 
within the legal system but 
could still contain specific 
regulations to attract invest-
ment.

the legislators agreed to 
uphold the responsibilities 
of people who approved 
and assessed investment 
projects.

they said there should be 
a risk-sharing mechanism 
between the public and pri-
vate sectors in case projects 
suffered falling profits due 
to changes to state policies. 

VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK
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US oil bounces 
after crash but 
stocks plunge
U

S crUde prices 
bounced on Tues-
day but were un-
able to keep in 

positive territory, a day after 
crashing below $0 for the 
first time owing to crippled 
demand and a storage glut, 
while the commodity rout 
sent equities sharply lower.

investors have also been 
spooked by US reports that 
North Korean leader Kim 
Jong-un had undergone car-
diovascular surgery earlier 
this month and was in “grave 
danger”.

West Texas intermediate 
(WTi) for May delivery rose 
to $1.10 per barrel in early 
trade after diving to an un-
precedented low of -$37.63 
in New York as the pandemic 
brings the global economy, 
transport and factory activ-
ity to a halt. However, it later 
eased back -$4.52.

The sell-off in May futures 
came because the contract 
expires later on Tuesday, 
meaning traders needed to 
find buyers to take physi-
cal possession of the oil – a 
job made near-impossible as 
storage becomes scarce.

However, focus is now on 
the June contract, which had 
trading volumes more than 
30 times higher. That rose 
towards $21 per barrel, from 

$20.43 on Monday.
Brent crude, the inter-

national benchmark, was 
changing hands at $22.97 for 
June delivery, down about 10 
per cent from Monday.

The collapse in WTi “was 
driven by a precipitous drop 
in demand caused by the 
market expectation that the 
US lockdown could continue 
into May”, said Jp Morgan as-
set Management’s Tai Hui.

“This isn’t surprising, given 
flights are grounded and peo-
ple are driving much less for 
work and leisure. if the eco-
nomic reopening takes lon-
ger than expected, we could 
see pressure further out in the 
futures curve.”

He said firms were still 
churning out oil because stop-
ping output “is not feasible for 
some producers since it could 
permanently damage their oil 
fields. Hence, giving their oil 
away for one month could still 
make sense in the long run”.

Oil markets have been rav-
aged this year after the pan-
demic was compounded by a 
price war between Saudi ara-
bia and russia.

While the two have drawn 
a line under the dispute and 
agreed with other top pro-
ducers to slash output by al-
most 10 million barrels per 
day, that is not enough to off-

set the lack of demand.
equity markets were deep 

in the red, having enjoyed 
a healthy couple of weeks 
thanks to massive stimulus 
measures and signs of an eas-
ing in the rate of new infec-
tions globally.

Tokyo ended two per cent 
lower, while Hong Kong 
shed 2.2 per cent and Sydney 
dropped 2.5 per cent with 
Mumbai more than three per 
cent lower.

Shanghai sank 0.9 per cent 
while Seoul was down a simi-
lar amount and Taipei retreat-
ed 2.8 per cent.

Singapore, Jakarta and Bang-
kok lost more than one per 
cent, and there were also big 
losses in Wellington and Ma-
nila. in early trade, london, 
paris and Frankfurt tumbled.

Meanwhile, the cambodia Se-

curities exchange index gained 
3.51 per cent on Tuesday.

The losses came despite 
signs that the virus, which has 
infected almost 2.5 million 
people and killed 170,000, is 
easing as global lockdowns 
begin to take effect, allowing 
some countries to slowly re-
turn to normality.

analysts warned the drop in 
stocks could be an indication 
that the recent surge may have 
been too much too quick and 
another sell-off is possible.

adding to pressure on mar-
kets were the reports about 
Kim Jong-un.

cNN cited a US official say-
ing Washington was “moni-
toring intelligence” that the 
leader was in “grave danger 
after a surgery”. The report 
did not specify what the intel-
ligence was.

“if the North Korean news 
proves to be correct, the region 
is set for a period of uncertain-
ty,” said Oanda’s Jeffrey Halley. 

“Kim Jong-un was its leader 
for life, and he had weeded 
out a goodly number of po-
tential rivals already. That 
leaves a nuclear-armed North 
Korea with giant armed forc-
es facing a potentially messy 
succession process. china 
will also want to have its in-
put into the process, force-
fully if necessary.”

The flight to safety was re-
flected in currency markets, 
where the dollar soared against 
high-yielding, riskier units.

The australian and New 
Zealand dollars and the South 
Korean won were all down al-
most one per cent, while the 
russian ruble sank more than 
two per cent. AFP

china announces additional policies to boost economy
cHiNa announced new debt 
financing plans and additional 
rate cuts after the quarterly 
economic contraction in order 
to limit the effects of the novel 
coronavirus pandemic and 
ensure that the economy is bet-
ter placed to recover, according 
to officials and analysts.

The Ministry of Finance 
announced on Monday that it 
would raise the front-loaded 
quota of local government 
special bonds by another one 
trillion yuan ($140 billion). 
issuance of the increased quo-
ta should be finished by the 
end of next month. Most of the 
debt is for infrastructure con-
struction projects.

On the same day, the people’s 
Bank of china (pBoc), the central 
bank, cut the benchmark lending 
rate – the loan prime rate (lpr) 
– by 0.2 percentage points.

it was the largest cut since 
the rate was launched in 
august last year. experts said 
the move is to lower financing 
costs for government and cor-
porate sectors and accelerate 
business resumption.

china’s top-level policymak-
ers held a meeting on Friday 
in which they said the country 
will use stronger macro policy 
tools to cushion the economic 
fallout.

in the first quarter, china’s 
gross domestic product (Gdp) 
fell 6.8 per cent year-on-year 
amid lockdowns, while indica-
tors suggested a substantial 

recovery of business activities 
last month.

The sudden virus outbreak 
had an “unprecedented 
impact” on china’s economic 
and social development, which 
was “extremely unusual” in the 
first quarter, said a statement 
issued after the meeting of the 
political Bureau of the com-
munist party of china (cpc) 
central committee.

The meeting was presided 
over by cpc central commit-
tee general secretary Xi Jinping. 
it called for more proactive fis-
cal measures, including raising 
the fiscal deficit ratio, issuing 

special central government 
bonds and increasing the quo-
ta of local government bonds, 
to help stabilise the economy.

Monetary policies should be 
more flexible, leveraging poli-
cy tools such as cutting reserve 
requirement ratios and inter-
est rates, as well as relending, 
to maintain reasonably ample 
liquidity and guide the market 
lending rates to decline, the 
meeting heard.

it stressed that capital should 
be channelled into the real 
economy, especially to sup-
port medium, small and micro 
enterprises.

as the covid-19 pandemic 
spreads around the world, 
experts highlighted risks of 
prolonged external challenges, 
and called for more policy 
support for business resump-
tion, especially to assist small 
and medium-sized enterprises 
with financing difficulties, and 
accelerate the boosting of 
infrastructure investment.

“economic recovery is 
expected to continue and to 
show up in the Gdp data from 
the second quarter onward as 
more progress is made with the 
return to economic normalcy,” 
said louis Kuijs, head of asia 

economics at Oxford econom-
ics, a British think tank.

“But the upturn will be 
slowed down by lingering con-
sumption weakness and slid-
ing foreign demand.

“The stance of policymakers 
is key. So far, policy easing has 
remained modest. While we see 
more measures in the coming 
months, we don’t expect large 
stimulus,” he said.

in the first three months, the 
government’s general budgeted 
revenue dropped by 14.3 per 
cent from a year earlier to 4.6 tril-
lion yuan, with a sharper decline 
in tax income of 16.4 per cent, 
influenced by business shut-
downs and tax relief measures, 
data released by the Ministry of 
Finance on Monday shows.

“Fiscal income may continue 
to drop in the second quarter, 
but the decline is decelerating 
along with the economic recov-
ery,” said liu Jinyun, an official 
at the ministry who also dis-
closed that governments at all 
levels had spent about 145.2 bil-
lion yuan as of Sunday to con-
tain the virus and its effects.

local governments had 
issued 1.57 trillion yuan of new 
bonds by april 15, accounting 
for 85 per cent of the 1.85 tril-
lion yuan early allocation of 
bond quota for 2020, the min-
istry reported.

The full-year bond quota will 
be released by the annual 
meeting of the National peo-
ple’s congress, which usually 

takes place at the beginning of 
March but has been postponed 
due to the outbreak.

economists predicted that 
with the delivery of the one 
trillion yuan new quota, the 
issuance of local government 
special bonds will hit a record 
high in coming weeks, said the 
ministry.

Moody’s investors Service 
analyst amanda du said: “Fur-
ther debt-funded investment 
may mitigate economic stress 
in the short term.

“However, the challenges 
associated with structural rebal-
ancing will become more prom-
inent, and fiscal stress from the 
coronavirus and the associated 
economic slowdown will remain 
high over the long term.”

To coordinate with the fiscal 
stimulus measures, the pBoc 
cut the one-year loan prime 
rate to 3.85 per cent from 4.05 
per cent. The five-year lpr, 
which is a reference rate for 
mortgage loans, dropped by 
0.1 percentage points to 4.65 
per cent.

More rate cuts, including 
reductions in open market 
operation rates, lpr and the 
benchmark deposit rate, may 
be the policy responses to 
implement the high-level 
meeting’s instructions, which 
can help ease debt pressure for 
the government and corpora-
tions, said citic Securities sen-
ior analyst Ming Ming. CHINA 

DAILY/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Crude oil is processed at Tahe refinery of Sinopec in Kuqa in the southern part of China’s Xinjiang Uighur 
Autonomous Region on March 24. CHINA DAILY

The People’s Bank of China (PBoC) cut the benchmark lending rate – the loan prime rate – by 0.2 percentage 
points. XINHUA NEWS AGENCY
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Covid-19 upends 
outsourcing as 
firms embrace ai
C

OrONaVirUS is perma-
nently shaking up the glob-
al outsourcing industry as 
lockdowns from Bangalore 

to Manila prompt firms to “reshore” 
jobs and, with ai, to move further 
away from needing humans at all.

restrictions on normal activity in 
these countries and others have cre-
ated a logistical nightmare for the 
managers of call centres and other 
back-office operations for foreign 
corporations.

Having their staff work from home 
is difficult because of rules govern-
ing the handling of sensitive mate-
rial such as financial transactions for 
bank customers from Scotland to San 
Francisco.

also, many workers in places like 
india and the philippines live in 
crowded housing with poor-quality 
broadband, while some firms do not 
have enough equipment like laptops 
to provide to employees.

“The outsourcing industry doesn’t 
lend itself to working from home,” 
consultant Vivek Sood, author of 
Outsourcing 3.0, told aFp.

“We are talking about companies 
which used to ask employees to leave 
even their pens and pencils outside 
the office because of security con-
cerns.”

Desperate to stay operational, 
some firms have resorted to having 
staff live at their place of work.

For example, Vodafone india ltd 
says it has “organised temporary 
stay arrangements at our data cen-
tre locations [and] made food and 
groceries available at critical loca-
tions”.

Similar practices by others have 
sparked the ire of trade unions.

Mylene Cabalona, president of the 
Business process Outsourcing indus-
try Employees’ Network (BiEN) in 
the philippines, told aFp the union 
had received reports of some workers 
“effectively quarantined and locked 
down in their offices”.

Early this month, The Financial 
Times published photos that it said 
appeared to show workers sleeping 
on the floor of a call centre in the phil-
ippines, living in what they described 
as “subhuman” conditions.

Don’t call
anthony Esguerra, who works at a 

Manila firm handling data for a Chi-
nese online gaming company, admit-
ted that 80 per cent of its operations 
were disrupted.

“The workflow of processing play-
ers’ requests really slowed down, 
since our internet access was limited 
compared to when we were working 
at the office,” he told aFp.

Companies like telecom firm Spark 
New Zealand and Taiwanese com-
puter maker acer inc, which uses a 
philippine facility to serve australian 

and Kiwi customers, have simply told 
people not to call.

australia’s Telstra and Optus and 
Britain’s Virgin Media – all of which 
have offshore units in india and the 
philippines – have announced plans 
to recruit hundreds of staff back 
home.

Telstra, which heavily relies on its 
philippine facility for customer ser-
vice, initially said it would hire 1,000 
temporary workers, but later raised 
that figure to 3,500.

Optus sought to fill 500 vacancies, 
saying that while the company had 
previously believed “its diversity of 
locations would make us resilient to 
any disruptions”, this was no longer 
the case.

But the bigger lasting change from 
the pandemic will likely involve the 
wider use of artificial intelligence (ai) 
to handle tasks currently performed 

by human beings, experts said.
“ai doesn’t go on strike, it can work 

24/7 and throws up fewer complica-
tions,” said Michael Czinkota, who 
teaches international business at 
Washington’s Georgetown University.

Telstra, for instance, which was al-
ready planning to slash customer ser-
vice calls by two-thirds by 2022, now 
intends to accelerate its use of ai.

“[We] will be using this as an op-
portunity to further digitise and auto-
mate our business,” CEO andy penn 
told The Sydney Morning Herald this 
month.

Trailblazer
“Covid-19 [has] achieved in six to 

eight weeks what the evangelists of 
automation have not managed . . . for 
more than five years,” ilan Oshri from 
the University of auckland’s Gradu-
ate School of Management said.

But the “onshoring” of jobs and the 
increased use of ai will have a big im-
pact on countries that for years have 
benefitted from taking on the back-
office operations of multinationals.

india, in particular, was a trailblaz-
er. as of 2017, the industry employed 
nearly four million indians and raked 
in revenues of more than $150 billion, 
according to trade body Nasscom.

in the philippines, the industry 
started from scratch in the early 1990s 
but by last year its revenues were 
equal to 7.3 per cent of the country’s 
gross domestic product, employing 
1.3 million people.

“We will have to rethink the whole 
outsourcing model,” said consultant 
Sood.

“The assumption that you can off-
shore everything to Bangalore and 
Manila and relax has gone out of the 
window.” AFP

Restrictions on normal activity have created a logistical nightmare for the managers of call centres and other back-office operations 
for foreign corporations. AFP
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DESpiTE South Korea being 
perceived to have the Covid-19 
outbreak under control, a top 
official in the country’s virus 
fight warned that the pathogen 
could strike again in winter.

Speaking at a daily briefing, 
Korea Centres for Disease Con-
trol and prevention (KCDC) chief 
Jeong Eun-kyeong said: “We 
believe there is a possibility the 
virus could come and go for the 
long-term or several years.”

She said the virus is likely to 
re-emerge in the winter season 
and “may cause a wave” as 
people tend to stay in close 
quarters at that time of year.

South Korea confirmed 13 new 
cases of the novel coronavirus 
on Monday, showing a slight 
increase from the single-digit 
daily tally it reported on Sunday, 
health authorities said.

With the new patients – seven 
from overseas and six domestic 
– the country’s total number of 
Covid-19 cases rose to 10,674, 
while two more people died, 
putting the death toll at 236 as of 
Monday at 12:01am (1501 GMT 
on Sunday), said the KCDC.

The number of people who 
have recovered and been dis-
charged from isolation 
increased from 72 to 8,114.

among the newly diagnosed 
patients, two were from Gyeong-
gi province, two from Busan, 
one from incheon and one from 
Daegu, among other places, 
said the KCDC. The country’s 
capital, Seoul, had zero for the 
first time since early March.

“We believe [the fact] that 
there were no confirmed cases 
in Seoul means the overall 
danger of transmission has 
decreased, largely due to 
municipalities’ efforts and 
virus testing,” said Jeong.

“We’d have to keep an eye on 
the trend for more than two 
weeks to see how long this fig-
ure lasts.”

The number of imported cas-
es climbed to 1,006 and now 
accounts for 9.4 per cent of con-
firmed patients, said the KCDC.

Of the Covid-19 patients 
from overseas, 61 went on to 
transmit the virus to 157 peo-
ple in the country.

“it has been three months 
since we saw our first con-
firmed [virus] patients . . . The 
number of newly confirmed 
patients that surpassed 900 at 
one point has dropped sharp-
ly,” said prime Minister Chung 
Sye-kyung during a daily coro-
navirus briefing on Monday.

“Our experience of the past 
three months has given us con-
fidence that we can win the fight 
against Covid-19. But it has also 
reminded us that the fight will 
not end easily given its nature 
to infiltrate shortcomings.”

an eased social distancing 
campaign now allows for the 
resumption of services. THE 

KOREA HERALD/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Trump vows immigration ban as US 
protesters demand end to lockdown
p

rESiDENT Donald 
Trump pledged a tem-
porary ban on immi-
gration to the US be-

cause of the “invisible enemy” 
of coronavirus, as the disease 
sparked angry demonstra-
tions on streets to demand an 
end to crippling lockdowns.

in just four months, the virus 
has turned the world upside 
down, confining half the planet 
indoors and killing more than 
170,000 on its march through 
virtually every country.

Drastic measures never be-
fore seen in peacetime have 
shredded the global econo-
my, resulting in the extraor-
dinary spectacle of oil prices 
turning negative as demand 
evaporates.

World leaders are agonising 
over when to loosen restric-
tions, terrified of a second wave 
but aware their citizens need 
to work and live amid growing 
signs of social tension.

Trump, who has encouraged 
anti-lockdown protests roiling 
parts of the country, on Mon-
day said he would halt immi-
gration – a theme long popu-
lar with his supporters.

“in light of the attack from 
the invisible Enemy, as well 
as the need to protect the jobs 
of our GrEaT american Citi-
zens, i will be signing an Ex-
ecutive Order to temporarily 
suspend immigration into the 
United States!” he tweeted.

at least 22 million jobs have 
been lost in the US since 
sweeping lockdowns were 
implemented to slow the 
spread of the virus, and exas-
peration is growing in some 
parts of the country.

Hundreds took part in a 
“patriots rally” in pennsyl-
vania, one waving a banner 

proclaiming “Give me liberty 
or give me death”.

rose Bayer, 50, said it was 
“crazy” to shut down the 
world over a disease she said 
has a recovery rate of about 
98 per cent.

“people will starve, they’ll 
commit suicide, they’ll lose 
everything over this. The cure 
– like Trump said – the cure 
cannot be worse than the dis-
ease,” she said.

isolated protests are also 
springing up elsewhere from 
russia to France, where dem-
onstrators in a run-down north-
ern paris suburb clashed with 
police they accuse of enforcing 
lockdown rules too harshly. 

in hard-hit Europe, several 

countries are cautiously creep-
ing out from confinement 
measures, buoyed by mount-
ing signs the worst of the virus 
may be behind them.

Chancellor angela Merkel 
warned that Germany was 
“still a long way from being out 
of the woods”, as she allowed 
smaller shops from florists to 
fashion stores to reopen.

There were also encouraging 
signs in other major European 
countries such as italy, France 
and Britain, although authori-
ties warned citizens against 
letting their guard down.

Ghana became the first af-
rican country to lift corona-
virus restrictions, sparking a 
mixed reaction on streets in 

accra teeming with citizens 
after a three-week lockdown.

“it is a huge reprieve. We have 
a listening government,” hawk-
er Jemima adwoa anim said.

“it was like a war situation. We 
had no money and at the same 
time couldn’t step out to work 
to earn some cash,” she added.

But others were furious the 
restrictions had been lifted so 
early.

“This is totally ridiculous. 
How is it possible?” asked 
20-year-old student Francis 
Collison.

Vietnam’s Steering Commit-
tee for National Covid-19 pre-
vention and Control said there 
were no new cases of corona-
virus recorded on Tuesday, re-

ported Viet Nam News.
That makes it five days in 

succession without any new 
coronavirus patients.

The total number of cases 
Covid-19 in Vietnam remains 
at 268, with 160 coming from 
overseas and 108 infected 
among the community.

Speaking at a government 
meeting in Hanoi on Monday, 
prime Minister Nguyen Xuan 
phuc said the country could 
start gradually loosening Covid-
19 containment measures.

However, a decree would 
only be decided on Wednes-
day, he said while asking for 
the continued implementa-
tion of measures agreed at a 
previous meeting on april 15.

phuc warned that risks re-
mained high, so the political 
system and localities, as well 
as citizens, must continue fol-
lowing prevention measures, 
including social distancing, 
to stem the virus.

Meanwhile, the indonesian 
government is set to evaluate 
the implementation of large-
scale social restrictions (pSBB), 
reported The Jakarta Post.

This, as many non-essential 
workplaces are still ignoring 
the policies and requiring 
their workers to come in for 
work amid physical distanc-
ing requirements needed to 
curb the further transmission 
of Covid-19.

in his opening speech dur-
ing the limited Cabinet meet-
ing on Monday, president Joko 
‘Jokowi’ Widodo said: “Today, 
i ask for a total evaluation of 
what we have done to handle 
Covid-19, especially regard-
ing the pSBB, with details of 
the pluses and minuses so 
we can make improvements.” 
AFP, ASIA NEWS NETWORK

South Korea plays down report on Kim’s health
SOUTH Korea played down a report on 
Tuesday that the North’s leader Kim 
Jong-un was being treated after sur-
gery, as speculation mounted over his 
absence from a key anniversary.

pyongyang marked the birthday of its 
late founder, Kim’s grandfather Kim il-
sung, on april 15 – by far the most impor-
tant date in its annual political calendar 
– but Kim was not seen in attendance.

Daily NK, an online media outlet 
run mostly by North Korean defec-
tors, said Kim had undergone a car-
diovascular procedure earlier this 
month and was recovering at a villa 
in North phyongan province.

“Excessive smoking, obesity and 
fatigue were the direct causes of Kim’s 
urgent cardiovascular treatment,” it 
cited an unidentified source inside the 
country as saying.

No confirmation of the report was 
immediately available.

But it triggered widespread specula-
tion, with CNN citing a US official say-
ing that Washington was “monitoring 
intelligence” that Kim was in “grave 

danger after a surgery”. That report did 
not specify what the intelligence was.

in a statement, a spokesman for the 
South’s presidential Blue House said: 
“We have nothing to confirm and no 
special movement has been detected 
inside North Korea as of now.”

and the South’s Yonhap News agen-
cy cited an unnamed government offi-
cial saying that reports Kim was seri-
ously ill were “not true”.

previous absences from the public 
eye on Kim’s part have prompted spec-
ulation about his health.

in 2014, he dropped out of sight for 
nearly six weeks before reappearing 
with a cane. Days later, the South’s spy 
agency said he had undergone surgery 
to remove a cyst from his ankle.

“No-one knows what’s going on 
inside North Korea,” tweeted Martyn 
Williams, who is affiliated with the 38 
North research website.

“Kim Jong il had been dead several 
days before it was announced and it 
took everyone by surprise . . . Kim Jong 
Un has been ‘missing’ before and has 

always reappeared. That said, his 
absence this week was more notable.”

The North Korean leader has not 
made a public appearance since pre-
siding over a meeting of the Workers’ 
party politburo on april 11.

His powerful sister Kim Yo-jong was 
named as an alternate politburo mem-
ber and the meeting called for strong-
er measures against the coronavirus 
pandemic.

pyongyang has closed its borders and 
imposed tight restrictions to protect itself 
from the virus that emerged in neigh-
bouring China and has since swept the 
world, and insists it has had no cases.

On april 12, the North’s official news 
state media Korean Central News agen-
cy reported that Kim had inspected drills 
by fighter jets at an air defence unit.

There were no state media reports of 
any drills after the South said two days 
later that pyongyang had launched a 
series of short-range cruise missiles. 

However, analysts have said his absence 
from the april 15 commemorations sug-
gested he could be looking to emphasise 

his own authority over his family’s legacy.
Some South Korean officials raised 

doubts about the credibility of the 
Daily NK sourcing.

reporting from inside the isolated 
country is notoriously difficult, espe-
cially on anything to do with the North’s 
leadership, which is among its most 
closely-guarded secrets.

Both the unification ministry – which 
handles inter-Korean relations – and the 
defence ministry declined to comment.

Moon Chung-in, the security adviser 
to South Korean president Moon Jae-
in, told aFp that he had not heard any-
thing on Kim’s health.

analysts also expressed caution.
ahn Chan-il, a defector-turned-re-

searcher based in Seoul, said heart 
surgery required sophisticated medical 
equipment “only accessible in facilities 
in pyongyang”, adding it was “unrea-
sonable” to transport it elsewhere for 
an operation.

“Nothing is confirmed at this point, 
and it’s too early to make a conclusion 
about his condition,” he added. AFP

Seoul says 
virus may 
return in 
the winter

In just four months, the virus has turned the world upside down, confining half the planet indoors and killing 
more than 170,000. AFP
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indonesia bans annual idul 
Fitri exodus for all residents
THE indonesian government 
decided on Tuesday to ban a 
massive exodus ahead of the 
idul Fitri holiday, to curb the 
spread of the coronavirus from 
Jakarta, the epicentre of the 
outbreak, and other high-risk 
regions to the rest of the vast 
archipelago.

in an address to a Cabinet 
meeting just a few days before 
the start of the ramadan fast-
ing month, president Joko 
‘Jokowi’ Widodo cited various 
studies.

This included a Ministry of 
Transportation survey, which 
revealed that a significant 
number of people still want to 
return to their hometowns on 
the annual exodus, known 
locally as mudik.

“after mudik prohibition for 
civil servants, military and 
police personnel, and employ-
ees of state-owned enterprises 
last week, in today’s meeting, 
i want to convey a ban on 
mudik for all. Therefore, prep-
arations related to this [ban] 
must be executed,” he said.

The president noted that the 
government has issued a set of 
assistance measures for citizens 
affected by Covid-19 this week, 
such as food aid and cash hand-
outs, that would help cushion 
the impact of the ban.

Studies – including the min-
isterial survey – showed that 
24 per cent of respondents still 
want to return to their home-
town ahead of idul Fitri holi-
days on May 24-25.

a recent survey by the indo-
nesian institute of Sciences at 
the end of last month, for 
instance, underlined that near-
ly 44 per cent of its respondents 
still planned to return to their 
hometowns despite the gov-
ernment’s call not to do so.

last week, the indonesian 
Transportation Society said 
around 1.3 million people in 
and around Jakarta will return 
to their hometowns.

The modelling by University 
of indonesia’s epidemiologists 
projected an escalation of Cov-

id-19 transmission because of 
the annual exodus, which 
engages millions of travellers 
across the archipelago, in addi-
tion to many indonesians liv-
ing and working overseas.

indonesia reported 185 Cov-
id-19 cases on Monday, bring-
ing the total number of infec-
tions to 6,760. 

The world’s fourth-most 
populous nation also saw eight 
more deaths, taking the overall 
tally to 590, the highest in 
Southeast asia. THE STRAITS TIMES 

(SINGAPORE)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Indonesian President Joko ‘Jokowi’ Widodo ordered a ban on a massive 
exodus ahead of the Idul Fitri holiday. AFP

Malaysia frets over health of migrant workers
W

HilE Malaysia 
is seeing hope-
ful signs that it 
is slowly winning 

the battle to break the chain 
of coronavirus infections, un-
certainty hangs over its large 
group of migrant workers.

Officials say they are cast-
ing their net wider in the fight 
against the pandemic by tight-
ening safeguards around these 
foreign nationals, who are 
among the most vulnerable to 
the coronavirus as they often 
live in cramped conditions.

Southeast asia’s third-biggest 
economy is host to 2.2 million 
documented foreign workers, 
and another 3.3 million illegal 
workers and their families.

The migrants work in areas 
long abandoned by Malay-
sians as these are considered 
“3D” jobs – dirty, dangerous 
and difficult. These include 
construction sites to oil palm 
plantations, and as office 
cleaners to restaurant cooks.

The possibility of a fresh 
wave of Covid-19 infections 
among migrant workers is “of 
grave concern to us”, Glorene 
Das, executive director of the 
Tenaganita women and la-
bour rights organisation, told 
The Straits Times.

“These workers are vulner-
able because they live in con-
gested shared quarters and 
do work that does not make it 
possible to practice strict so-
cial distancing,” she said.

Undocumented workers are 
also unwilling to come forward 

to undergo testing for fear of 
being arrested, she added.

The health authorities, she 
said, should facilitate Covid-
19 screening and testing for 
all migrant workers, both le-
gal and illegal, and refugees 
or asylum seekers.

So far, of the 5,425 cumula-
tive total cases reported on 
Monday, only around 11 per 
cent involve non-Malaysians, 
Ministry of Health data shows.

They included Covid-19 clus-
ters in three blocks of apart-
ments in Jalan Masjid india 
and Jalan Munshi abdullah in 
downtown Kuala lumpur that 
have some 128 infections.

The migrants in Malaysia – 
both legal and undocument-
ed workers – are mostly from 
indonesia, Nepal, Bangla-
desh and india, although the 
indians and Nepalese usually 
have legal work permits.

as of the end of February, 
data from the UN High Com-
mission For refugees shows 
some 154,000 refugees from 
Myanmar.

The call to conduct tests on 
migrant workers grew louder 
recently following the surge 
in new cases in Singapore 
mostly affecting low-wage 
migrant workers.

But unlike Singapore’s mi-
grant workers who are mostly 

housed in dormitories mak-
ing it easier to locate and test 
them, most Malaysia-based 
foreign workers pay for their 
own living quarters and they 
are thus widely dispersed.

The ministry’s director-
general Dr Noor Hisham ab-
dullah on Monday said he 
hoped to boost testing among 
foreign workers.

Speaking at his daily news 
briefing, Dr Noor Hisham 

said: “We urge foreign work-
ers at risk to come forward for 
screening and testing.

“We have also learned from 
our neighbouring country to 
take action fast in order to 
control the spread of infec-
tion among foreign workers,” 
he said.

Malaysian Employers Fed-
eration executive director 
Shamsuddin Bardan said an 
issue involving illegal workers 
is whether they are covered 
by insurance and whether 
they would seek medical care 
if infected.

“When illegals are infected 
with Covid-19, it will be dif-
ficult to monitor and control 
the outbreak,” he told The 
Straits Times.

Still, many migrant workers 
– who are now forced to stay at 
home due to Malaysia’s move-
ment control order (MCO) 
– have other concerns than 
getting the deadly virus. Many 
are worried about where their 
next meal would come from.

“i stopped working since the 
movement control order start-
ed,” lydia Flores, 43, who works 
as a part-time cleaner told The 
Straits Times. “i am a little wor-
ried, but more financially.”

Malaysia on Monday re-
ported 36 new infections – the 
lowest since the MCO started 
33 days ago on March 18.

The ministry reported no 
new deaths on Monday, keep-
ing total fatalities at 89. THE 

STRAITS TIMES (SINGAPORE)/ASIA NEWS 

NETWORK

Malaysia is host to 2.2 million documented foreign workers. THE STAR (MALAYSIA)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK



I
T HAS been a topsy-turvy start 
to the third decade of this centu-
ry. Covid-19 has brought with it 
many disruptions. 

Coronavirus has significantly 
changed the contours of professional 
life. These days, home is the new 
office. The internet is the new meeting 
room. For the time being, office 
breaks with colleagues are history.

I have also been adapting to these 
changes. Most meetings, be it with 
minister colleagues, officials and 
world leaders, are now via video con-
ferencing.  

In order to get ground level feedback 
from various stakeholders, there have 
been videoconference meetings with 
several sections of society. There were 
extensive interactions with NGOs, civil 
society groups and community organi-
sations. There was an interaction with 
Radio Jockeys too. 

Besides that, I have been making 
numerous phone calls daily, taking 
feedback from different sections of 
society.

One is seeing the ways through which 
people are continuing their work in 
these times. There are a few creative 
videos by our film stars conveying a rel-
evant message of staying home. Our 
singers did an online concert. Chess 
players played chess digitally and 
through that contributed to the fight 
against Covid-19. Quite innovative! 

The workplace is getting Digital 
First. And, why not?

After all, the most transformational 
impact of Technology often happens 
in the lives of the poor. It is technolo-
gy that demolishes bureaucratic hier-
archies, eliminates middlemen and 
accelerates welfare measures.

Let me give you an example. 
When we got the opportunity to 

serve in 2014, we started connecting 
Indians, especially the poor, with 
their Jan Dhan Account, Aadhar & 
Mobile number. This seemingly sim-
ple connection has not only stopped 
corruption and rent seeking that was 
going on for decades, but has also 
enabled the government to transfer 
money at the click of a button. This 
click of a button has replaced multi-
ple levels of hierarchies on the file 
and also weeks of delay. 

India has perhaps the largest such 
infrastructure in the world. This 
infrastructure has helped us tremen-
dously in transferring money directly 
and immediately to the poor and 
needy, benefiting crores of families, 
during the Covid-19 situation.

Another case in point is the education 
sector. There are many outstanding pro-
fessionals already innovating in this sec-
tor. Invigorating technology in this sec-

tor has its benefits. The Indian 
government has also undertaken efforts 
such as the DIKSHA Portal, to help 
teachers and boost e-learning. There is 
SWAYAM, aimed at improving access, 
equity and quality of education. E-Path-
shala, which is available in many lan-
guages, enables access to various 
e-books and such learning material. 

Today, the world is in pursuit of 
new business models. 

India, a youthful nation known for 
its innovative zeal, can take the lead 
in providing a new work culture. 

I envision this new business and 
work culture being redefined on the 
following vowels.

I call them vowels of the new nor-
mal because like vowels in the English 
language, these would become essen-
tial ingredients of any business model 
in the post-Covid world.

Adaptability 
The need of the hour is to think of 

business and lifestyle models that are 
easily adaptable. Doing so would 
mean that even in a time of crisis, our 
offices, businesses and commerce 
could get moving faster, ensuring loss 
of life does not occur. 

Embracing digital payments is a 
prime example of adaptability. Shop 
owners big and small should invest in 
digital tools that keep commerce con-
nected, especially in times of crisis. 
India is already witnessing an encour-
aging surge in digital transactions. 

Another example is telemedicine. 
We are already seeing several consul-
tations without actually going to the 
clinic or hospital. Again, this is a pos-
itive sign. Can we think of business 
models to help further telemedicine 
across the world?

Efficiency
Perhaps, this is the time to think of 

reimagining what we refer to as being 
efficient. Efficiency cannot only be 
about how much time was spent in 
the office. We should perhaps think 
of models where productivity and 
efficiency matter more than appear-
ance of effort. The emphasis should 

be on completing a task in the speci-
fied time frame. 

Inclusivity
Let us develop business models 

that attach primacy to care for the 
poor, the most vulnerable as well as 
our planet. We have made major 
progress in combating climate 
change. Mother Nature has demon-
strated to us her magnificence, show-
ing us how quickly it can flourish 
when human activity is slower. There 
is a significant future in developing 
technologies and practices that 
reduce our impact on the planet. Do 
more with less.

Covid-19 has made us realise the 
need to work on health solutions at 
low cost and large scale. We can 
become a guiding light for global 

efforts to ensure the health and well-
being of humanity.

We should invest in innovations to 
make sure our farmers have access to 
information, machinery, and markets 
no matter what the situation, that our 
citizens have access to essential goods. 

Opportunity
Every crisis brings with it an oppor-

tunity. Covid-19 is no different. Let us 
evaluate what might be the new 
opportunities/growth areas that 
would emerge now. Rather than play-
ing catch up, India must be ahead of 
the curve in the post-Covid world. 
Let us think about how our people, 
our skills sets, our core capabilities 
can be used in doing so.

Universalism 
Covid-19 does not see race, reli-

gion, colour, caste, creed, language or 
border before striking. Our response 
and conduct thereafter should attach 
primacy to unity and brotherhood. 

We are in this together. Unlike 
previous moments in history, when 
countries or societies faced off 
against each other, today we are 
together facing a common chal-
lenge. The future will be about 
togetherness and resilience.

The next big ideas from India should 
find global relevance and application. 
They should have the ability to drive a 
positive change not merely for India 
but for the entire humankind. 

Logistics was previously only seen 
through the prism of physical infra-
structure – roads, warehouses, ports. 
But logistical experts these days can 
control global supply chains through 
the comfort of their own homes. 

India, with the right blend of the 
physical and the virtual, can emerge 
as the global nerve centre of complex 
modern multinational supply chains 
in the post Covid-19 world. Let us 
rise to that occasion and seize this 
opportunity.

I urge you all to think about this 
and contribute to the discourse.

The shift from BYOD to WFH brings 
new challenges to balance the official 
and personal. Whatever be the case, 
devote time to fitness and exercising. 
Try Yoga as a means to improve phys-
ical and mental well-being. 

Traditional medicine systems of India 
are known to help keep the body fit. 
The Ayush Ministry has come out with 
a protocol that would help in staying 
healthy. Have a look at these as well. 

Lastly, and importantly, please 
download Aarogya Setu Mobile App. 
This is a futuristic App that leverages 
technology to help contain the possi-
ble spread of Covid-19. More the 
downloads, more its effectiveness. 

Will wait to hear from you all…

Narendra Modi is the Prime Minister of India
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Opinion
Narendra Modi

Life in the era of Covid-19

Covid-19 has changed the contours of professional life. These days, home is the new office. 
The internet is the new meeting room. Most meetings are now via video conferencing. afp

India can emerge as the global 
nerve centre of complex 

modern multinational supply 
chains in the post-covid world
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agri-Smart’s 
face shields 
to help tackle 
ppE shortage
Kheng Sokkunthea

i
N liGHT of the global 
shortage in personal pro-
tective equipment (ppE), a 
social enterprise specialis-

ing in designing and manufac-
turing affordable agricultural 
tools, agri-Smart Cambodia, is 
on a mission to produce cheap 
and accessible protective face 
shields for Cambodians and 
healthcare practitioners.

ibrahim Fitzgibbon, one of 
three mechanical engineers 
in the organisation, says the 
team immediately began to 
develop and stockpile afford-
able face shields.

“The problem is that the vi-
rus travels directly from person 
to person. Face masks are be-
ing shown to be more effective. 
The tide is turning towards face 
masks for public use. But there 
is a shortage of face shields 
and other ppE in hospitals and 
medical centres,” he says.

While the pandemic sweeps 
the globe including Cambo-
dia, agri-Smart has designed 
a durable and affordable face 
shield for public use. 

its choice of using bamboo 
for the locally made shields 
makes them inexpensive and 
aesthetically pleasing. The 
plastic version is also easier 
to sterilise and intended pri-
marily for hospital use.

“a Cambodian edition must 
be cheap, quick and easy to 
make, clean [sterile], and effec-
tive. Our solution is to make a 
version from bamboo with a 
3D printed plastic screen,” says 
Fitzgibbon who is a mechani-
cal engineer by profession.

agri-Smart is a home-grown 
social enterprise operating 
under a local NGO, Brooklyn 
Bridge to Cambodia (BB2C) 
which was registered in 2015.

it was launched to provide 
Cambodian farmers with the 
tools and machinery to revo-
lutionise agricultural methods 
and increase crop yields. This 
includes designing and man-
ufacturing affordable agricul-
tural tools such as the rudi 
Khmer pump Eli rice Seeder.

“agri-Smart designs and 
manufactures agricultural 
tools from insecticide sprayers 
to mechanical weed pullers 
and rice planting machines 
for Cambodian farmers.

“Our team of agronomists 
also delivers educational cours-
es on science-led agricultural 
practices,” Fitzgibbon says.

With an eye on providing 
cutting-edge technology to 
the rural poor and transfer-
ring it to developing coun-
tries, agri-Smart is promoting 

the idea that farmers can do it 
themselves. 

Through their efforts with 
the help of technology, farm-
ers can escape poverty and 
create a better life.

Other than providing agricul-
tural technology, the organisa-
tion thrives to invent basic per-
sonal protective equipment so 
farmers and ordinary people 
can be healthy and fit for their 
work in the field.

The face shield covers the 
mouth, nose and eyes from 
any virus particles that may 
be projected into the air.

Using a couple of strips of 
bamboo, some elastic, 3D 
plastic, and a plastic visor, the 
device straps on to the head. 
it delivers the device in neat 
a4 envelopes, complete with 
assembly instructions, ad-
vice, and guidelines for use.

“after four days of our produc-
tion line being in motion, we 
now have close to 500 shields 
prepared. any surplus will be 
made available to the public 
this week,” Fitzgibbon says.

The device, which covers 
the user’s face, is used to pro-
tect the eyes, nose and mouth 
from bodily fluids, liquid 
splashes, or potentially infec-
tious materials.

While the face shields have 
advantages compared to 
goggles in that they don’t fog 
and also cover a larger area of 
the face, they cannot protect 
against smaller particles that 
remain in the air. Yet, research 
shows that it’s more important 
to cover the eyes and face.

agri-Smart expects the face 
shields to help limit the spread 
of the virus, protect vendors 
at markets, street sellers, and 
healthcare practitioners too.

“Growing research supports 
its public use and the effec-
tiveness of physical masks and 

shields, and we hope that the 
shields will act as an addition-
al barrier between vulnerable 
people and the deadly virus 
particles,” Fitzgibbon says.

The challenge in making the 
face shield is the 3D printed 
ones which are time-consum-
ing. With three printers and 
six fabricators, the company 
has been able to produce 100 
shields per day, but could po-
tentially make more if it keeps 
the printers running through 
the night.

“another option is to design 
a batch of prints whereby parts 
are built on top of each other. 
This is an option if we need to 

ramp up production. in terms 
of resources, agri-Smart has a 
team, but not capital.

“We are looking for funds 
that could subsidise the cost 
to the public, and so a retail 
price has not yet been set. 
Sure enough, we will keep the 
shield inexpensive and acces-
sible, in keeping with our val-
ues,” Fitzgibbon says. 

He stresses that it is an eco-
friendly product from bamboo 
but the plastic version makes 
it easier to clean. Fitzgibbon is 
hoping that everybody can use 
the face shield to protect them-
selves and their loved ones.

“The full-face protection 

will keep your products clean 
and hygienic and can protect 
passengers if you are a driver. 
it is also best used for secu-
rity guards to stay hygienic 
to keep buildings clean and 
safe,” he says.

agri-Smart country direc-
tor San Bunika says people 
normally use the face shield 
because it is more comfort-
able, protects a larger portion 
of the face, and has no impact 
on breathing resistance.

Face shields are commonly 
used as a barrier to protect 
against infection by workers in 
the medical sector, factory work-
ers, dental surgeons and nurses.

Wearers do not need to be 
clean-shaven and the shield 
can be disinfected easily. Of 
course, it is also an inexpen-
sive piece of equipment that 
people can afford.

“We are also looking for co-
operation with hospitals in 
Cambodia. This cooperation 
will help doctors not to worry 
too much about the shortage 
of ppE,” says Bunika.

He encourages people to 
reach the team if they wish 
to place an order. The whole-
sale price of the Covid-19 face 
shield is $1.50.

The agri-Smart team reiter-
ates the advice of the experts 
to stay at home as much as 
possible, avoid crowds and 
close contact with others, 
and wash your hands regu-
larly with soap and clean wa-
ter. and above all, shield your 
face.

“i would love to see all farm-
ers living healthier and hap-
pily thanks to technology. i am 
passionate about mechanical 
engineering lightening the 
load of human labour, but it is 
vital that we all benefit from a 
world where machines do the 
work,” says Fitzgibbon.

agri-Smart is located 28G, 
prek Talong ii village, Chak an-
gre Krom commune, Meanchey 
district. For more information 
visit Facebook @ agri-Smart 
Cambodia or call 012 857 527 
and 011 447 725.

Everyone from food vendors to rickshaw drivers can easily wear the protective masks. supplied

Workers in cramped quarters can sport the locally made face shield. supplied

A woman serving food wears a plastic face shield along with her mask for added protection. supplied
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Cambodian double 
amputee artist fights 
stigma through art
W

hispered in-
sults, social iso-
lation, and lost 
opportunities 

– Morn Chear is channelling 
the stigma he has endured 
since he lost both his hands a 
decade ago into artwork that 
highlights the hardships of 
Cambodia’s disabled.

at 20, he was electrocuted 
in a construction accident 
and both his hands developed 
gangrene, pushing doctors to 
amputate them below the el-
bow. 

“i was depressed, i did not 
know what i could do to earn 
money to feed my family,” he 
says of the shock he felt when 
he woke up from surgery.

Ten years later, Chear has 
found his place at an arts col-
lective based in siem reap, 
where he specialises in linocut 
block printing – a technique 
rarely used in Cambodia. 

Open studio Cambodia rep-
resent several contemporary 
artists, selling their pieces out 
of an airy studio in the heart 
of a city famed for the angkor 
Wat temple complex.

linocut block printing re-
quires a deft handle to chisel a 
scene into a block of linoleum, 
and then applying ink on the 
print toter where he lost his 
arms. 

“Most of my artwork are all 
about my real stories,” he says, 

gesturing at a piece that fea-
tures himself sitting in a ham-
mock as others walk towards a 
pagoda. 

Chear remembers the inci-
dent of his friends snubbing 
him clear as day – “don’t call 
him to come with us, he is 
handicapped, it’s embarrass-
ing,” he recalls them whisper-
ing. 

Overcoming stigma 
The Kingdom has under-

gone significant changes in 
the past two decades, with cit-
ies like siem reap and its capi-
tal phnom penh developing at 
break-neck pace to satisfy a 
growing tourist and export-
reliant economy. 

But health and education 
remains a sticking point, 
and for people with dis-
abilities, access is even more 
challenging. 

a survey last year by the 
Cambodian disabled people’s 
Organisation found that 60 per 
cent of the country’s disabled 
live below the poverty line. 

Government officials say 
310,000 people out of Cambo-
dia’s 16 million-strong popula-
tion have disabilities – though 
the number is likely higher as 
many fall between the gaps. 

discrimination is rife, with 
Cambodians seeing the dis-
abled as street beggars or a 
burden to their families.

For Chear, the social isola-
tion from once-friendly peers 
was the most cutting.

he was nicknamed ‘a-Kam-
bot’ by villagers, a derogatory 
Khmer word for the handi-
capped, after his return home 
– which “pierced” him deep-
ly, and made him question 
whether life was worth living. 

relief came in 2015 when he 
was recruited into a non-prof-
it group’s training programme 
– teaching him contemporary 
dance, drawing, computer 
skills, and even english. 

Working with Open studio 
Cambodia in 2018 seemed a 
natural move, as it fuelled his 
drive to use art to persuade 
the public to see the disabled 
as capable people. 

“some people who looked 
down on me in the past have 
become friendly again,” says 
Chear, adding that his artwork 
has been displayed in the Us 
and in France. 

But now, with billions world-
wide forced to remain home 
due to the coronavirus pan-
demic, he is reminded of the 
social isolation he endured 
right after he lost his arms. 

“i hope we will overcome 
it,” he says from his home in 
Kampot province, returning 
after the workshop was tem-
porarily closed. 

“if i can’t make art, i don’t 
know what i can do.” afp

dream cruise passenger returns to virus-stricken world 
in earlY January Carlos paya set out 
on a dream cruise around the world.

Over 100 days later, he set foot on 
land for the first time on Monday 
when he disembarked in his native 
spain and encountered a world 
transformed by the coronavirus 
pandemic.

“We followed the situation on televi-
sion, on the news, but the impact on 
arrival is tremendous,” the 58-year-
old sports journalist said.

“Going out with a face mask and 
gloves . . . You can’t get used to it, it’s 
a shock and i think it will take us a 
few days to get used to it.”

he and his wife were one of several 
hundred passengers who got off an 

italian cruise ship, the Costa Delizio-
sa, in Barcelona after five weeks in 
limbo due to coronavirus restrictions 
imposed by nations around the 
world.

paya then took a train to his home-
town of Valencia, some 350km down 
the coast from Barcelona.

“My heart sank when i stepped out-
side in Valencia, the empty streets, 
without people . . . in a way it was 
beautiful, but seeing it like that makes 
your heart sink,” he said.

paya said the cruise, which left Ven-
ice on January 5, was a “big dream” of 
his.

The couple had discussed taking a 
round-the-world cruise for years and 

they finally decided to do it after paya 
was diagnosed with a degenerative 
disease which in a few years could 
make such a trip impossible for 
him.

The passengers began to realise 
the huge impact the pandemic was 
having on the world shortly after the 
12-deck Costa Deliziosa left Bora 
Bora in French polynesia, paya 
said.

“We were in a paradise and we saw 
that the world was turning into a hell,” 
he added.

The 300m ship’s planned stopovers 
in asia were cancelled and instead it 
set sail for australia which also closed 
its borders in a bid to stem the spread 

of the pandemic, so the Costa Delizio-
sa began to make its way back to 
europe.

“The first two thirds of the cruise 
were marvellous and the last third 
was so bizarre and historical that i 
don’t think i will experience some-
thing like that in my life ever again,” 
said paya, who repeatedly praised the 
dedication of the ship’s crew.

While the pandemic spread around 
the world and country after country 
imposed lockdowns, life went on nor-
mally on the luxury ship as none of 
its roughly 1,800 passengers and 900 
crew were infected.

“We can’t complain. We were in a 
place where we could socialise, eat 

together, go to the theatre, things that 
in many place you can’t do,” said 
paya, who celebrated his upcoming 
59th birthday at sea.

“We were on a noah’s ark, a world 
apart,” he added.

But he said the passengers were not 
immune to the unfolding tragedy, 
especially since many of them were 
from italy, one of the world’s hardest-
hit nations.

While some wanted to remain on 
board as there was little risk of infec-
tion and restrictions on daily life were 
less severe, paya said he and his wife 
were happy to return home to be with 
their 21-year-old son at this “difficult 
moment”. afp

Double amputee artist Morn Chear cleans his linocut block printed artwork displayed at the Open Studio in 
Siem Reap province. afp

Chear holds his linocut block printed artwork. afp

The Costa Deliziosa is docked at the port of Barcelona, Spain early on Monday. The cruise ship began its 
voyage on January 5 in Venice, Italy. afp

Passengers wearing facemasks arrive by bus in Montpellier, southern France, on Monday, after  
disembarking from the Costa Deliziosa cruise ship at the port of Barcelona, Spain. afp
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Thoroughly searches
  6 Guy’s counterpart
  9 Largest keyboard key
 14 Add bells and whistles
 15 “Greatest” of the ring
 16 Like Swiss cheese
 17 One of Donald Duck’s nephews
 18 Give it some gas in park
 19 “Unheard” remark, on stage
 20 Scribe for hire
 23 Smoky passageway
 24 Work in a restaurant
 25 Chicken-king connector
 28 It’s sometimes pulled while 

running
 30 “Woof” alternative
 33 Pricey seating areas
 36 Wolf, shark or lion, e.g.
 39 Health insurance offered  

to anyone
 42 Shrubbery framework
 43 War of 1812 treaty site
 44 Bourbon alternative
 45 Contort into a knot
 48 Trailers and mailers, essentially
 49 “The Facts of Life” actress Mindy

 51 Brooklyn Bridge’s river
 54 What someone needs to be in 

charge of, in a lab
 61 Up to the point when
 62 Soak (up), as gravy
 63 Flip-chart stand
 64 Send a note of apology
 65 Exalted poem
 66 Seasoned rice dish
 67 Drugged, as a racehorse
 68 Bert Bobbsey’s twin
 69 Attack en masse, as a castle
DOWN
  1 Young bull
  2 Scent
  3 Pouty expression
  4 Short and sweet
  5 Fishhook attachment
  6 “Maverick” star
  7 Film legend Guinness
  8 Pistol
  9 She worked with a Charley Horse
 10 Assume as fact
 11 Made it to the ground
 12 Surrender possession
 13 One doing the looking
 21 Third qtr. month

 22 Grew weaker
 25 Rags-to-riches author Horatio
 26 Necessitating nitpicking?
 27 Visibly stunned
 29 “The Tempest” or “Otello”
 30 Flummoxed
 31 Boxing unit
 32 Worries nervously
 34 Meaningful period of time
 35 Actor Mineo
 37 Use a shovel
 38 Pompeii’s covering
 40 Graveyard-shift time
 41 Wordsworth’s successor as poet 

laureate
 46 Get back into business
 47 Company PCs are likely on one
 49 “Crazy” singer Patsy
 50 Lubricated
 52 The last ones can be doozies
 53 Attribute
 54 Campus gathering place
 55 Golden rule preposition
 56 Beneath’s opposite
 57 Classical conclusion
 58 Nobel Prize city
 59 Cordelia’s pop
 60 Skid row area

“ON SALE” 

Tuesday’s solution

Tuesday’s solution



Sport
15THE PHNOM PENH POST  april  22, 2020  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

Virus expert pessimistic about 2021 Olympics

a 
Japanese expert who has 
criticised the country’s re-
sponse to the coronavirus 
warned on Monday that he 

is “pessimistic” that the postponed 
Olympics can be held even in 2021.

“To be honest with you i don’t 
think the Olympics is likely to be 
held next year,” said Kentaro iwata, 
a professor of infectious diseases at 
Kobe University.

Japan and the international 
Olympic Committee (iOC) agreed 
last month to delay the Tokyo 2020 
Games until July 2021 after pressure 
from athletes and sports federations.

But in recent days, as the corona-
virus pandemic continues to spread 
worldwide, there have been ques-
tions about whether even a year-
long delay will be sufficient.

iwata told a press briefing that the 
virus would have to be under control 
at home and abroad for the Games 
to take place “because you have to 
invite the athletes and the audience 
from all over the world”. 

“Japan might be able to control 
this disease by next summer, i wish 
we could, but i don’t think that 
would happen everywhere on Earth, 
so in this regard i’m very pessimistic 
about holding the Olympic Games 
next summer.”

iwata said he could only see the 
Games being held next year if they 
were significantly altered, “such as 
no audience, or very limited partici-
pation”.

iwata made headlines earlier this 
year for his public criticism of Ja-
pan’s handling of the coronavirus-
wracked Diamond Princess cruise 
ship that docked off the country’s 
coast.

Japanese officials opted to carry 
out an on-ship quarantine, but more 
than 700 people on board ended up 
contracting the virus, and 13 died.

The decision to postpone the 
Olympics is unprecedented in 
peacetime, and followed a wave 
of complaints from athletes facing 
travel bans and lockdowns.

The postponement is a huge un-
dertaking, but organisers have in-
sisted they are working towards the 

new opening date despite ongoing 
uncertainty about when the pan-
demic will be over.

‘Speculative questions’ 
asked about potential delays to 

the 2021 date, organisers said their 
“mission is to prepare the stage for 
next summer”.

“We do not feel it is appropriate to 
respond to speculative questions,” 
they said. “With regard to counter-
measures against Covid-19, Tokyo 
2020 and the iOC have a framework 

for information exchange and are 
cooperating closely with the World 
Health Organisation. 

“We will continue to work closely 
with relevant organisations and 
review all necessary countermea-
sures.”

last week, Tokyo 2020 spokesman 
Masa Takaya told reporters at an on-
line briefing there is “no plan B” for 
the Games being postponed again.

But iwata is not the only expert to 
have raised questions about 2021, 
with Devi Sridhar, chair of global 

health at the University of Edin-
burgh, warning last week that it 
was “very unrealistic” to think the 
Games could be held next year un-
less a vaccine is found.

“if we do get a vaccine within the 
next year then actually i think that 
[Olympics] is realistic. The vaccine 
will be the game-changer – an effec-
tive, affordable, available vaccine,” 
Sridhar told the BBC.

“if we don’t get a scientific break-
through then i think that looks very 
unrealistic.”

The decision to delay the Games was 
a painful one for organisers and the 
iOC, which came in for criticism for 
the drawn-out decision to postpone.

initially both officials in Japan and 
at the iOC insisted the Games could 
go ahead as planned, even as lock-
downs around the world meant ath-
letes were shut out of training loca-
tions and forced to stay home.

The virus had already wreaked 
havoc with preparations, forcing the 
cancellation of qualifiers, and alter-
ations to test events. afp

lockdown blues: 
Some footballers 
suffer depression
iNCrEaSiNG numbers of pro-
fessional footballers are strug-
gling with anxiety and depres-
sion having been forced out of 
action with the sport suspend-
ed due to the coronavirus pan-
demic, according to a report 
by global players’ union FiF-
pro released on Monday.

FiFpro surveyed 1,602 play-
ers across 16 countries, includ-
ing England, Scotland, France, 
australia and the United 
States, with 468 female players 
featured in the study.

it found that 13 percent of 
male players surveyed, and 22 
percent of female players, 
reported symptoms of depres-
sion. Close to one in five of both 
male and female players report-
ed symptoms of anxiety.

“in football, suddenly young 
men and women athletes are 
having to cope with social iso-
lation, a suspension of their 

working lives and doubts 
about their future,” said Vin-
cent Gouttebarge, a French 
former player who is FiFpro’s 
chief medical officer.

While many countries have 
gone into strict lockdowns in 
attempts to slow the spread of 
Covid-19, Gouttebarge point-
ed out that many professional 
footballers live in foreign 
countries without family, and 
in many cases suffer added 
anxiety because of being on 
short-term contracts.

The FiFpro survey follows an 
identical study undertaken in 
December and January which 
found that the percentage of 
players reporting symptoms of 
depression were much lower 
– just 11 percent among 
females and six percent among 
males – although it involved 
only 307 players.

“in us performing the study 

and publishing these results 
we are very conscious that 
what we are communicating 
here is a reflection of a prob-
lem in broader society that 
affects many more people 
than our members,” said FiF-
pro’s General Secretary, Jonas 
Baer-Hoffmann.

“i think the emphasis should be 
more on understanding that foot-
ball players in general are actu-

ally more similar to average soci-
ety than most people think.”

Footballers in many countries 
have been confined to their homes 
with competitions having been 
suspended since mid-March.

Discussions are ongoing 
among federations and govern-
ing bodies about how and when 
the season can resume, with 
Europe’s biggest leagues hope-
ful of starting again soon with 

matches behind closed doors.
However, Baer-Hoffmann 

sounded a note of caution and 
dismissed suggestions that the 
study provided any argument 
for rushing back onto the field.

“if we were to pressure players 
back in an environment where 
they may feel their safety is 
being put in danger, then it 
would rather add to their anxi-
ety and concern,” he said.

The Olympics have been postponed until 2021, but some think they will have to be pushed back further. pool/afp

Masakatsu Sawa does exercise in his apartment by instruction of the team coaches, due to the Covid-19 
coronavirus lockdown, in Lima. deportivo municipal/afp

Footballer 
dies during
 workout 

LOKOMOTIV Moscow 
defender Innokentiy 
Samokhvalov died 

during an individual training 
session forced by the 
coronavirus lockdown, the 
Russian club announced on 
Monday.

“He felt bad during an 
individual training session, 
the circumstances [sur-
rounding his death] are still 
being clarified,” Lokomotiv 
said in a statement.

“He was a kind, nice man, 
a good friend. It’s deeply 
sad for our family.”

Samokhvalov, 22, arrived 
at Lokomotiv in 2015 but 
had yet to make an ap-
pearance in the Russian 
Premier League. He  played 
for Lokomotiv’s reserve 
team Kazanka in Russia’s 
third tier.

His coach at Kazanka, 
Alexander Grishin, said that 
Samokhvalov had suffered a 
“cardiac arrest”. afp
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S Korea baseball returns, but without fans
p

rofeSSional sport re-
turned to South Korea on 
Tuesday as coronavirus re-
strictions eased, with the 

first pitch being thrown in a baseball 
pre-season game in front of empty 
stands.

The Seoul-based Doosan Bears and 
lG Twins are Korea’s biggest rivals in 
the country’s most popular spectator 
sport and their shared stadium in the 
capital’s Jamsil area would usually be 
packed.

But the stands were empty as 
the Twins’ Cha Woo-chan took the 
mound and threw the first pitch.

even the cheerleaders – an essential 
element of firing up the atmosphere 
at what would normally be a fever-
pitch encounter – were also absent.

The stadium was silent except for 
the continuous clicking of camera 
shutters from around 50 members 
of the media and occasional shouts 
from the dug-outs.

reporters were not allowed to ap-
proach the players.

South Korea endured one of the 
worst early outbreaks of the disease 
outside China, prompting profes-
sional sports, including football and 
baseball to suspend or delay their 

seasons.
Sports fans around the world have 

been starved of live action because of 
the virus, with broadcasters resort-
ing to repeats of matches from past 
years, while leagues face the pros-
pect of paying rights-holders multi-
million-dollar refunds.

But South Korea appears to have 
brought its outbreak under control 
thanks to an extensive “trace, test and 
treat” programme, and Seoul said at 
the weekend it would permit out-
door sport to resume behind closed 
doors in light of a steady decline in 
new virus cases.

The meeting was the first of 20 pre-
season games, and the Korea Base-
ball organisation said Tuesday the 
regular season would start behind 
closed doors on May 5.

Strict health guidelines were being 
enforced. 

players must have their tempera-
ture checked twice before the games, 
with facemasks strongly recom-
mended in all parts of the stadium, 
except for the field and the dugout 
during the game, the KBo said.

players have been asked not to 
shake hands or exchange high-fives 
while spitting is prohibited.

South Korea reported nine new 
Covid-19 cases on Monday -- the 
country’s fourth consecutive day of 
fewer than 20 new infections – taking 
the national total to 10,683.

South Korean football clubs are also 
expected to be back in action soon af-
ter the K-league said they would be al-
lowed practice matches from Tuesday.

The country’s women golfers are 
also preparing to return to action, 
with the announcement that the 
four-day Korea ladies professional 
Golf association [KlpGa] Champi-
onship would begin on May 14 in 
Yangju, east of Seoul.  afp

Tennis lockdown irks nadal while 
federer happy with recovery time

Greek police clash 
with paoK faithful

rafael nadal on Monday expressed his 
frustration that tennis players remain unable 
to practise due to the coronavirus pandem-
ic, while roger federer revealed he was 
happy with his recovery from knee surgery.

The Spanish government has extended the 
country’s state of emergency until May 9, 
with the entire population confined to their 
homes except a small number working in 
specific sectors, leaving nadal perplexed as 
to why he can’t train.

“it’s true i don’t understand very well 
because we cannot play tennis when many 

people are going to work and even more so 
in our sport, where we keep at a large and 
safe distance and we play on opposite sides 
of the court,” world number two nadal said 
during an instagram live.

“But i understand that we are in a very 
critical situation, that the government is 
dealing with something unprecedented and 
i also understand that the last thing they 
think of is who can train and who cannot 
train. 

“i understand the situation and obviously 
there are many things that are not logical but 

you have to accept the rules.” 
nadal treated tennis fans to an instagram 

live in which he spoke to both roger fed-
erer and andy Murray about their experi-
ences during lockdown.

The men’s and women’s tours have been 
halted due to the virus, while Wimbledon 
was cancelled last month for the first time 
since World War ii and nadal’s favourite 
Grand Slam the french open was pushed 
back to September 20. 

“i am not playing tennis, i do not have a 
court at home and i miss it a little,” nadal 
said.

“i am sticking to my physical routines,” he 
said. “The gym at my academy was able to 
bring me some machines when the lock-
down began so i try to work out a little in the 
morning and a little in the afternoon. 

“it is very important to have both the head 
and the body focused and it is what i am 
trying to do at all times,” he added.

federer meanwhile gave an update on his 
right knee after the 20-time major winner 
decided to undergo surgery in february.

“i’ve been hitting a bit against a wall, 
(doing) rehab with the knee,” federer said. 

“it’s oK, i had a really good first six weeks, 
then it was a bit slower, now it’s getting better 
again but i have plenty of time. 

“There is no stress, no rush. if there is any-
thing positive (about being in lockdown) 
that’s the only thing really. i just want the 
knee to be good. it doesn’t matter when i 
return.” afp

rioT police used tear gas to 
disperse paoK Thessaloniki 
supporters who on Monday 
had gathered to celebrate the 
club’s 94th birthday despite the 
coronavirus lockdown. 

More than 200 paoK fans 
broke a government ban on 
public gatherings outside the 
club’s Toumba Stadium due to 
the Covid-19 outbreak in the 
country.

local media reported that at 
least one supporter was arrest-
ed and a number of others were 
fined following the clashes.

Government off icials 
announced on Monday that 

2,245 cases of the coronavirus 
have been detected so far in 
Greece with 116 deaths, and a 
ban on sporting activities is in 
force until at least april 27.

earlier on Monday Greek 
deputy minister of sports 
lefteris avgenakis said that he 
believed the country’s profes-
sional football clubs would 
begin training again next 
month.

“We will wait for the advice 
of the experts and based on 
their instructions we will start 
to gradually to open sports 
facilities,” avgenakis told Mega 
television. afp

South Korea played its first pre-season baseball game between the Seoul-based Doosan Bears and the LG Twins although fans were not allowed to attend.  afp

A police officer walks through smoke in Thessaloniki, Greece.  afp
Spain’s Rafael Nadal has voiced frustration with his inability to get court time for practice during 
his country’s national lockdown. afp
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