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Japan, Cambodia vow to 
improve judicial system
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May Kunmakara

THE government plans to estab-
lish a national digital television 
platform and will release the 
700MHz band to the Ministry of 
Posts and Telecommunications to 
help it develop the 5G network. 

The move pushes the King-
dom closer to a digital economy, 
which could be a new engine of 
growth.

Newly appointed minister 
Chea Vandeth and Minister of 
Information Khieu Kanharith 
held a meeting on Tuesday con-
cerning the handover of the 
700MHz band, which is cur-
rently being used by local televi-
sion channels but will be trans-
ferred to a synchronised digital 
television platform.

Information and broadcasting 
director-general Phos Sovann 
confirmed the plan with The 
Post on Wednesday, saying the 
Ministry of Information agreed 
to release the 700MHz band to 
the Ministry of Posts and Tele-
communications.

“We’re planning to establish a 
centralised digital television plat-
form so that we can release the 
frequency to the ministry.

“Prime Minister Hun Sen has 
approved in principle the forma-
tion of a working group from the 
two ministries to establish a digital 
television platform,” Sovann said, 
adding that the platform will 

Khorn Savi

M
INISTRY of Envi-
ronment officials 
have warned it 
will take legal 

action against Prey Lang Com-
munity Network (PLCN) and 
several other organisations if 
they continue to collect defor-
estation data in the area.

The ministry’s warning 

comes after PLCN suggest-
ed a new programme that 
would use satellite imagery 
to monitor and collect infor-
mation on forest clearance 
in Prey Lang after the min-
istry banned the group from 
patrolling it.

But the ministry’s secretary 
of state and spokesman Neth 
Pheaktra told The Post on 
Wednesday that the activities 

of the PLCN are now against 
the law. He said the commu-
nity network is being exploit-
ed for political purposes.

“Using satellite systems to 
search for data in an unjusti-
fied and unauthorised way 
can be illegal and the ministry 
may consider asking the au-
thorities to take legal action 
against on relevant people.

“[These] activities by the 

PLCN and several other or-
ganisations are taking place 
under the label of environ-
mentalists and lovers of nat-
ural resources. But it is em-
bedded in dishonesty. They 
are not environmental activ-
ists but political activists.

“The ministry warns the 
organisations that have been 
working on the conservation 
of natural resources that they 

need to have an agreement 
with the Ministry of Environ-
ment under the law, other-
wise we have no choice but 
to take legal action,” he said.

On April 17, the Prey Lang 
Community Network in-
formed the ministry that 
when it is not possible to 
conduct forest patrols and

Forest watchdog warned 
against satellite imagery

Kingdom 
prepared 
for digital 
economy
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LONG lines of unemployed 
relying on free food across 
Bangkok, scramble for cash 
handouts and fishing in fetid 
canals – Thais are getting 
increasingly desperate as the 
pandemic destroys the econ-
omy and the government 
struggles to respond.

Some 27 million informal 
workers – who lost their jobs 
in the tourism, entertain-
ment, food and service sec-
tors – have applied for a 
monthly cash handout from 
the government, though only 

half have received approval.
Premier Prayut Chan-o-cha 

has also issued conflicting 
information on how long the 
state can afford to give people 
5,000 baht ($150) a month.

A spirit of volunteerism has 
filled the gaps left by the state.

“The government hasn’t 
helped me with anything,” 
said Chare Kunwong, a 
46-year-old masseur who 
caters to tourists – a revenue 
stream that dried up with 
Covid-19’s stranglehold on 
global travel.

He stood in line alongside 
hundreds on Wednesday in 
Bangkok’s historic quarter, 
waiting to receive food dona-
tions of rice, noodles, milk 
and curry packets.

“If I wait for the govern-
ment’s aid then I’ll be dead 
first,” he said.

An hour north of Bangkok 
in Pathum Thani province, a 
growing number of locals are 
fishing in a murky canal in the 
hopes of easing food short-
ages, Thai media reported.

The tanking economy has 

also led to Thais flocking to 
sell their gold jewellery, as the 
price for the precious metal 
spikes across the world.

Angry scenes have erupted 
at the finance ministry in 
recent days, as protesters 
demanded answers on being 
shut out of the government’s 
cash handout scheme. 

Thailand’s export and 
tourism-reliant economy is 
forecast to see a contraction 
of 6.7 per cent this year, its 
lowest gross domestic prod-
uct figures since 1998. AFP

Sharp pain for jobless Thais
Families affected by unemployment following lockdown measures line up for food donations in bangkok, thailand, on Wednesday. AFP
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Timber-processing plants raided 
in K Chhnang, Oddar Meanchey
Soth Koemsoeun

A 39-YEAR-OLD man was 
sent to the Oddar Meanchey 
Provincial Court on Wednes-
day for operating a timber-
processing facility in Trapa-
ing Prasat district’s Trapaing 
Prasat commune without a 
permit. 

Provincial environment 
department director Phuong 
Lina said 14 cubic metres of 
timber was seized from the 
makeshift workshop. 

“We arrested him on Tues-
day. His case is being handled 
by the court and the timber 
is being retained at the Kulen 
Promtep environment bu-
reau,” he said.

A report published on the 
National Military Police web-
site said local authorities led 
by the provincial court dep-
uty prosecutor raided the fa-
cility on Tuesday and confis-
cated 316 pieces of first-grade 
timber totaling 14.06 cubic 
metres.

In a similar case in Kam-
pong Chhnang province, For-
estry Administration officers 
raided four timber-process-
ing facilities in Teuk Phos dis-
trict’s Tuol Khpos commune 
and seized four cubic metres 
of wood.

Provincial Forestry Admin-
istration director Thorng 
Vanvy Ravuthy said the work-
shops, which processed wood 
to make furniture, were oper-
ating without a licence. 

Officers planned to raid six 
other workshops, Vanvy Ra-
vuthy said, declining to dis-
close their locations.

“The owners of those fur-
niture-making workshops 
have already escaped, leaving 
behind timber and machines 
used to produce furniture. We 
are retaining the wood and 
machines as evidence at the 
provincial Forestry Admin-
istration. The owners will be 
held accountable,” he said.

Provincial Department of 
Agriculture, Forestry and 
Fisheries director Ngin Hun 
told The Post on Tuesday that 
authorities had launched a 
series of clampdowns on tim-
ber-processing facilities and 
will continue to hunt down 
the perpetrators. 

“The authorities are work-

ing on it. We will pursue our 
crackdowns. Most timber that 
they used to make furniture 
are from Pursat and Kampong 
Speu provinces. There is no 
wood in Kampong Chhnang 
province to process,” he said.

Speaking to ann.com.kh on 
Wednesday, a man and his 
son who claimed to own one 
of the furniture-processing 
workshops that was raided, 
said they had operated the fa-
cility for two years with a per-
mit from the district Forestry 
Administration.

The son, who only gave his 
first name as Vanna, alleged 
that the raid came even after 
he paid 600,000 riel ($150) to 
commune police. 

Contact for the commune 
police station could not be 
found on Wednesday.
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Workers from 
Thailand may 
soon receive 
aid from gov’t 
Voun Dara

M
INISTER of In-
terior Sar Kheng 
held a consul-
tative meeting 

on Wednesday to discuss 
the possibility of providing 
short-, medium- and long-
term assistance for the more 
than 85,000 Cambodian mi-
grant workers who have re-
turned home amid the Covid-
19 pandemic.

Sar Kheng said the workers 
need help while waiting for 
migrant-receiving countries 
to re-open their borders.

“So far 85,000 migrant 
workers have returned from 
various countries, especially 
Thailand, and they are scat-
tered across the Kingdom. 
Some of them can’t support 
their livelihoods for too long.

“The Thai government has 
placed the country in a state 
of emergency, with many 
parts of that nation in lock-
down, so our migrant workers 
cannot go back,” he said.

UN officials who also at-
tended the meeting, Sar 
Kheng said, had offered to 
support and join hands with 
the government to address 
the issue.

“The government has put 
forth principles and measures 
with the Ministry of Health tak-
ing the lead in preventing the 
spread of Covid-19,” he said.

The Ministry of Economy 
and Finance, he said, has 
also introduced measures to 
address socio-economic is-
sues. “The mechanisms set 
up by the ministry are work-
ing, even though they are not 
working well in some areas 
yet,” he said.

A report issued by the inte-
rior ministry after the meet-
ing said assistance for mi-
grants is vital to maintaining 
social security.

“The meeting focused on 
certain challenges in manag-
ing risks to vulnerable Cam-
bodian people, especially 
migrant workers who have 
returned to their families and 

communities.
“The meeting also helped 

us develop measures to pre-
vent a possible outbreak of 
Covid-19 in communities,” it 
said.

The ministry’s secretary 
of state Chou Bun Eng, who 
is also the permanent vice-
chair of the National Com-
mittee for Counter Trafficking 

(NCCT), said migrant workers 
have generally become a bur-
den to their families as they 
would not be able to return to 
their host countries until the 
Covid-19 crisis is over.

“Given the changing socio-
economic conditions caused 
by Covid-19 and its possible 
long-term impact, the NCCT 
and relevant UN agencies 

dealing with migrant workers’ 
safety are discussing immedi-
ate responses to the crisis.

“We are also discussing the 
medium- and long-term re-
sponse to Covid-19 impacts, 
which could cause social in-
security,” she said.     

Pauline Tamesis, the UN 
resident coordinator for Cam-
bodia, said the World Health 

Organisation (WHO) has and 
will continue to support the 
Kingdom in the fight against 
Covid-19.

“We are glad the Cambo-
dian government has been 
providing treatment to Covid-
19 patients free of charge. We 
will continue to work in soli-
darity with it to contain the 
pandemic,” she said.

Over 85,000 migrant workers have returned to Cambodia from Thailand since the Covid-19 outbreak. police

Voun Dara

THE Phnom Penh Municipal 
Hall and the municipal De-
partment of Health sprayed 
disinfectant at major markets 
throughout the capital from 
Saturday to Wednesday to 
control the spread of Covid-
19. They are currently identi-
fying other possible locations 
to be sprayed.

“We sprayed disinfectant 
at four to five major markets 
starting from Saturday. We 
are now studying the situ-
ation to identify other ven-
ues where we should carry 
out the spraying,” Municipal 
Hall spokesman Met Meas 

Pheakdey said.
He said the aim was to pro-

tect citizens’ health as well as 
vendors at the markets.

The Ministry of Health has 
sprayed disinfectant at Cen-
tral Market, Tuol Tompoung 
Market, Kandal Market and 
other unidentified markets.

Meas Pheakdey said each 
market committee has been 
implementing health mea-
sures following the Ministry 
of Health’s guidelines, but 
the fight against Covid-19 at 
those markets is not over.

On Tuesday, Prime Minister 
Hun Sen called on citizens to 
work together to prevent the 
spread of Covid-19.

“Every second and every 
day, please pay close attention 
to your health and the health 
of your brothers and sisters, 
spouses, children and families.

“We must protect ourselves. 
Do not spread the virus to 
others, and do not bring the 
virus from others. We must 
have good hygiene regularly 
and always follow the in-
structions of the Ministry of 
Health,” Hun Sen said.

The Ministry of Health re-
cently announced the recov-
ery of more than 90 per cent 
of the 122 infected people in 
the Kingdom. The ministry 
has found no new infections 
for the last 10 days.

Major markets in capital 
misted with disinfectant

The Ministry of Health has sprayed disinfectant at Central Market, Tuol Tompoung Market and Kandal 
Market among others. fresh news

Forestry Administration officers raided four timber-processing 
facilities in Kampong Chhnang. police
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Kim Sarom

a 30-year-old man who report-
edly suffered from mental ill-
ness allegedly committed sui-
cide on Tuesday at his home in 
Sihanoukville’s Commune iV.

The victim, a vendor named 
Sun Chea, was found by his 
landlord who looked through 
a window to check on him 
because his door was locked.

“authorities first thought he 
was murdered but after inves-
tigating, they found no evi-
dence to support that. The 
investigation is closed,” preah 
Sihanouk provincial deputy 
police chief Kol phally said.

according to the authorities, 
there was no space for a poten-
tial suspect to enter the vic-
tim’s room.

Commune police chief Sam 
Brak said according to a wit-
ness at the scene, Chea lived 
with two other people from 
Siem reap province.

They migrated to preah 
Sihanouk province for work 
but Chea did not work regu-
larly because he suffered 
from mental illness, the wit-
ness said.

On the morning of the inci-
dent, the two roommates 
worked until 5:00pm.

The landlord tried to check on 
Chea, but found the door 

locked. When she found him 
lying on the floor in a pool of 
blood, she shouted, which alert-
ed neighbours who confirmed 
that the victim was Chea.

The landlord reported the 
incident to the police, who 
contacted provincial police 
chief Chuon Narin. 

police arrived at the crime 
scene and cordoned it off from 
the public. Once expert author-
ities reached the scene, they 
removed the door and scanned 
the room for evidence.

“There was only him in the 
room and there was no 
entrance. it was assumed that 
the victim committed suicide,” 
Brak said.

authorities found a blood-
stained knife near Chea and 
identified a wound which indi-
cated he slit his own throat.

according to Chea’s two 
roommates, Chea had mental 
problems, but it is not known 
if he was ever diagnosed by a 
doctor.

The victim had intended to 
commit suicide several times 
before, but he had been saved 
by someone each time. This 
time he was alone, Brak 
said.

‘Mentally ill’ man 
likely committed 
suicide in S’ville 

Japan and Cambodia vow 
to improve judicial system
Ry Sochan

a
T a meeting at the 
Ministry of Justice 
on Tuesday, Minister 
Koeut rith and Japa-

nese ambassador to Cambo-
dia Masahiro Mikami agreed 
to work together to develop 
human resources in Cambo-
dia and strengthen the coun-
try’s judicial system, said the 
ministry.

“Both sides have agreed on 
the importance of developing 
the legal and judicial sector.

“We will support human re-
sources for Cambodia, which 
will help improve law reform 
and make the judicial system 
more effective,” it said on its 
website.

Ministry spokesman Chin 
Malin told The Post on 
Wednesday that both parties 
discussed the drafting of laws 
concerning the Civil Code and 
The Code of Civil procedure, 
and their dissemination.

“The Japanese side has 
agreed to help develop a pro-
gramme to strengthen human 
resources in the justice sector, 
at the request of the Minister 
of Justice,” Malin said.

He said rith filled Mikami 
in on some of his most im-
portant projects, including 
the drafting of a state of emer-
gency law.

“The minister has explained 

in detail the fundamental prin-
ciples contained in the law. The 
Japanese ambassador appreci-
ated and congratulated Cambo-
dia, and he felt Cambodia need-
ed to have this law based on the 
rule of law principle,” he said.

The Japanese Embassy 
could not be reached for 
comment Wednesday.

affiliated Network for So-
cial accountability executive 
director San Chey said justice 
in a country must begin with 
providing opportunities for 

competent people to work in 
the sector. 

He said he also wants legal 
officials to act honestly and 
with dignity.

“i would say for example 
if they [officials] pass the ex-
aminations with uncertainty, 
or there’s bribery or financial 
investments involved to get 
the position, that is wrong.

“When they have to decide 
the future, they will be be-
holden to whoever helped 
them. They may make biased 

decisions that affect the weak-
est people in society,” he said.

rith was appointed Min-
ister of Justice in early april 
and expressed a desire to 
strengthen the judicial sector 
for the benefit of the society.

“[i committed] to strength-
ening the integrity and accu-
racy of judicial officials’ work 
through the strengthening of 
discipline and professional 
ethics in this area to further en-
hance the honour and dignity 
of the judiciary,” he said.

Minister of Justice Koeut Rith (right) has vowed to improve the Kingdom’s judicial system. ministry of justice

Government creates committee 
to find Kingdom’s unique talents
Soth Koemsoeun

THE government has estab-
lished a living inheritance 
Committee (liM) to look for 
gifted individuals or groups 
with extraordinary talent.

a sub-decree dated april 21 
appointed Minister of Culture 
and Fine arts phoeurng Sacko-
na as chairman, Council of Min-
isters secretary of state in Virak 
Cheat and Ministry of Economy 
and Finance secretary of state 
Ngy Tayi as vice-chairpersons, 
and 14 officials from other insti-
tutions as members.

The sub-decree dictates all 
ministers and leaders of all 
relevant institutions to carry 
out the task accordingly. 

Sackona said on Wednesday 
that living inheritance refers to 
individuals or groups who have 
the highest level of knowledge, 
talents, skills and techniques 
needed to create an extraordi-
nary landscape of lives and 
cultures for humanity to com-
plement the existing national 
tangible cultural heritage.

She said the committee is 
tasked with searching for any 
individuals or groups with such 
talents, or those who earn pub-
lic admiration. The aim, she 
said, is for them to pass on their 
skills to the next generations 
and compile documentations 
for the sake of humankind.

“We have so far found more 
than 10 individuals regarded 
as living inheritance. But some 
of them have passed away.

“They include eloquent 

rhetorician prach Chhuon, 
royal Ballet master princess 
Norodom Bopha Devi, exalted 
gifted intellectual Chheng 
phon, revered architect Vann 
Molyvann and other high-
profile individuals,” she said.

Thuy Chanthuon, the depu-
ty director of the royal acad-
emy of Cambodia’s institute of 
Culture and Fine arts, said on 
Wednesday that the living 
inheritance initiative is vital to 
nurturing talents. He said gift-
ed individuals deserve admi-
ration and should be encour-
aged to pass their skills on to 
the next generation.

“What we can give back to 
them as a show of gratitude is 
encouragement and assist-
ance. Vann Molyvann had left 
many achievements and lega-
cies for the new generations. 
Some other individuals are still 
alive, we have to pay attention 
to them,” he said.

He said living inheritance 
does not necessarily refer to 

arts or specific areas, but also 
individuals who had unique 
skills or talent that ordinary 
people do not have. 

“We have to offer them mor-
al support and encouragement 
while they are still alive,” he 
said. 

Since 2013, King Norodom 
Sihamoni has issued a royal 
decree nominating 17 elderly 
people from the arts scene.

among them are princess 
Norodom Bopha Devi, who was 
nominated as Number One Bal-
let dancer, Chheng phon as 
exalted gifted intellectual, Chan 
Sim as Master wood-carver and 
Chet Chon as master of Cambo-
dian traditional painting.

The others are Kong Nay as  
the best chapei dong veng 
singer (the traditional two-
stringed instrument), prach 
Chhuon as eloquent rhetori-
cian, Sok Duch as best musi-
cian, Chet Chon as scholar, 
and Tep phon as a dedicated 
schoolmaster.

Culture minister Phoeurng Sackona will chair the new group. hong menea

www.phnompenhpost.com
CheCK the PoSt webSite 
foR bReaKing newS
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Long Kimmarita

prOpiTiOUS (Cambodia) Gar-
ment ltd, the largest factory in 
Takhmao town in Kandal province, 
announced an abrupt closure on 
Tuesday but did not inform its 3,000 
workers in advance.

The company said the closure was 
announced because there were no 
orders.

Workers are now concerned about 
their livelihoods.

Sa Mady, one of the fired workers, 
told The Post on Wednesday that the 
factory management told workers 
about the closure while they were 
working. They were only told that 
no buyers had placed orders for gar-
ments and the factory was not able 
to suspend them from work.

“at that time, while they were 
working following lunch, the factory 
announced they should stop work-
ing and go home.

“The factory will prepare our final 
wages on april 30. i don’t know how 
the payment will be settled. Our 
workers find it difficult to accept this 
abrupt announcement and we were 
told to stop immediately,” she said.

another worker Mak phanun told 
The Post on Wednesday that many 
workers were very nervous. But they 
had not gathered to protest, pend-
ing receipt of their final wages. in 
case the workers are not compen-
sated properly under the law, they 
will consider protesting, she said.

“The management didn’t speak 
about compensation. it only said 
that it will add money for us to our 
final wages. When being paid, i’m 

afraid of being paid less. But we 
don’t know what to do because we 
are just workers. We are under them. 
What they say, we follow. We just 
take what we are paid,” she said.

phanun said the factory had pre-
viously employed as many as 8,000 
workers. But a decline in orders and 
a lack of raw materials forced it to 
cut its workforce to 3,000. 

Kuoch Davy, the factory’s head of 
administration declined to answer 
questions, saying briefly that the com-
pany was working to solve the issue.

provincial Department of labour 
and Vocational Training director 
Thon Neang also declined to com-
ment on Wednesday, saying he was 
busy at a meeting.

But the ministry’s spokesperson 
Heng Sour told The Post that if the fac-
tory compensates workers improperly 
under the law, then they could bring 
the case to the ministry for a solution.

Cambodian labour Confederation 
president ath Thorn said for now, not 
only had this factory announced its 
closure, but many others were shutting 
their doors due to a lack of buyers.

He said the government should 
seek a way to stop the challenges 
from becoming a serious crisis. if 
many more workers have no jobs, 
then starvation will lead to an out-
break of protests.

“We should do whatever it takes to 
prevent more factories from being shut 
down. if possible, they should suspend 
work first and wait for conditions to 
improve. But should factories shut 
down, they should compensate work-
ers properly under the law and not 
take advantage of them,” he said.

Factory shuts down 
abruptly, fires 3,000

CCHr probes legal rights 
Niem Chheng

i
N a newsletter released on 
Wednesday, NGO Cambo-
dian Centre for Human rights 
(CCHr) said suspects’ rights to 

a fair trial have not always been re-
spected by the Court of appeal. 

Specifically, CCHr said rights to 
defence lawyers and the right to be 
present at appeal court hearings 
were not fully respected.

as part of a fair trial project, CCHr 
monitored 218 cases involving 316 
suspects at the Court of appeal from 
January to December of last year. 

The NGO said one positive point it 
witnessed was all suspects in crimi-
nal cases and juvenile suspects had 
defence lawyers.

But 80 people, or 25 per cent of 
suspects in misdemeanour cases 
did not have defence lawyers.

Citing article 301 of the Criminal 
Code, CCHr said the right to a de-
fence lawyer is compulsory for felo-
ny charges and juvenile suspects. 

“While this means that Cambo-
dian legislation adequately upholds 
the right to legal representation for 
juveniles and individuals accused of 
felonies, it falls short of international 
human rights standards for cases in-
volving any offence other than a felo-
ny [for example, a misdemeanour].

“international human rights law 
does not make any distinction be-
tween offence levels, and instead 
requires the right to legal represen-
tation to be universally applicable, 
irrelevant of the offence,” it said.

regarding the absence of suspects 
at hearings, CCHr said 59 out of 316 
suspects, or 18 per cent, were not 
present during the monitoring pe-

riod, or they were tried in absentia. 
Such a practice was not in line 

with international human rights 
standards, it said. 

in some cases, the absences were a 
result of suspects not receiving trial 
dates or lacking means to transport 
themselves to court.

“Worryingly, CCHr’s monitoring 
found six defendants where there was a 
conflict of interest. Specifically, the law-
yer represented multiple defendants in 
the same case. For instance, defendants 
provided their answers to other defen-
dants during the hearing,” it said.

CCHr recommended improving 
transportation services for suspects 
and delaying hearings when the 
suspects are not present.

Judges should also postpone hear-
ings if suspects do not have defence 
lawyers, regardless of the nature of 
their charges, CCHr said.

Ministry of Justice spokesperson 
Chin Malin said the government’s 

ability to aid the poor in these situa-
tions is limited because it lacks mon-
ey, human resources, and lawyers.

He said lawyers sometimes repre-
sented multiple suspects in the same 
case because of these deficiencies.

in Cambodia, only suspects in 
criminal cases and minors are legal-
ly required to have a lawyer, he said.

“Even though we are lacking re-
sources, we have been increasing 
our legal aid annually. 

“For example, this year we have 
1.6 billion riel [$400,000] to spend 
on aid, an increase from 1.2 billion 
riel. previously, we only had 900 mil-
lion riel,” he said.

Malin said the number of defence 
lawyers for poor people also in-
creased to more than 300 this year. 

He said he expects the budget for 
legal aid and lawyers to increase, in 
line with the government’s ability to 
assist poor people, women, and eth-
nic minority groups.

The Centre for Human Rights is questioning whether the Court of Appeal is respecting 
the rights of suspects to a fair trial. hean rangsey
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collect data on forest crimes, 
biodiversity and climate change 
as before, it will use satellite im-
agery technology with the help 
of technical experts instead.

It said the University of 
Maryland, which is supported 
by Global Forest Watch’s tech-
nology, is comparing images 
taken by satellite in the Prey 
Lang Wildlife Sanctuary and 
others forests.

“While PLCN is banned 
from entering Prey Lang, il-
legal loggers can freely enter 

the forest to fell trees. We will 
use satellite imagery to keep 
an eye on them,” PLCN said.

Hoeun Sopheap, a PLCN 
member in Kampong Thom 
province, said the only pur-
pose of the community net-
work is to increase the forest 
cover in the Prey Lang area.

“The government and the 
ministry should thank the 
PLCN because the job of for-
est protection is the govern-
ment’s work.

“When there are other par-
ties that want to join, I think 
the government should thank 

them. There should not be 
warnings and rebukes of 
the groups that are helping 
them,” he said.

The PLCN was banned from 
patrolling in Prey Lang after 
the group released a report 
on February 3, claiming that 
from 2001 to 2018, more than 
40,000ha of forest, or almost 10 
per cent of the Prey Lang Wild-
life Sanctuary, have been lost.

The PLCN said in the com-
ing weeks it will publish sat-
ellite images, including a no-
tification of deforestation by 
Global Forest Watch.

National
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Banned from Prey Lang, PLCN 
harnesses satellite technology

Farmers waiting for return 
of two impounded tractors
Khouth Sophak Chakrya

THE Kampong Chhnang pro-
vincial Fisheries administra-
tion on Tuesday filed a provin-
cial court petition asking it to 
return two tractors that had 
been seized from villagers by 
the Cholkiri military force 
while they were ploughing 
their farmland on Sunday.

Kampong Chhnang Fisheries 
administration chief Ly La told 
The Post on Tuesday that the 
request to return the two tractors 
to the villagers had been made 
based on the result of an inves-
tigation by the Joint Commission 
of the Cholkiri district unified 
commission on Monday.

The investigation, he said, 
proved that villagers were 
farming land they had been 
harvesting for over 20 years 
and not illegal forest land that 
had been invaded in the past 
three years.

“Now that the joint commis-
sion has investigated the site 
where the incident occurred 
and found that it is indeed old 
farmland, we need to return 
the tractors. But we have to 
wait for the decision from the 
court since the case has already 

been handed over to the pros-
ecution,” La said.

Ly Phallin, the deputy gover-
nor of Cholkiri district who led 
the committee looking into 
the land history at the loca-
tion, told The Post that after 
having investigated and ques-
tioned farmers about the his-
tory of the land and based on 
the reasoning of the local 
authority, officials concluded 
that the farmland had been 
harvested since 1994.

“after having discovered the 
truth, we are very ashamed to 
have confiscated their trac-
tors, not allowing them to 
plough while the rice cultiva-
tion in the early wet season is 
coming. Therefore, we have to 
hurry to get the letter to the 
court to request the tractors be 
returned to the villagers.”

The police force and the dep-
uty military force of the Cholki-
ri district cooperated on Sun-
day in patrolling Peam Chhko-
rk and encountered a group of 
people ploughing the field 
which the authority suspected 
was flooded forest land. 

“In an attempt to protect the 
public interest of the state, the 
authority asked deputy pros-

ecutor Long Sitha to tempo-
rarily detain the two tractors, 
but not the people, and wait 
for further investigation.

“after the temporary confis-
cation of the two tractors, we 
instructed the farmers that we 
would send the case to the 
fisheries administration,” said 
Ean Vanny, the district military 
commander.

He said the case is now out 
of his hands. “If the joint com-
mission, which is comprised 
of all the specialised officials 
in the fisheries administration, 
discovers that it is old farm-
land and the court decides to 
give back the tractors, we will 
return them to the villagers 
immediately,” he said.

Sitha told The Post on 
Wednesday that he still hasn’t 
received a letter from the Fish-
eries administration or the 
commission on the result of 
the investigation, and neither 
did they request to return the 
tractors to the villagers. 

“I have not received any 
news or confirmation docu-
ments or any request to return 
the tractors. I will look into it 
when I receive the request,” 
Sitha said.

Parents protest tuition 
at CIa First Int’l School
Khorn Savi
 

P
arENTS of students 
at the private CIa First 
International School 
have requested a 50 per 

cent lower tuition fee because 
they are faced with the impacts 
of the Covid-19 virus and the 
children aren’t in school.

The parents on Wednesday 
gathered to protest in front of 
the school to demand that the 
private institution accept the 
50 per cent request for stu-
dents in grades 1-12.

The protest came after the 
school issued a notice on Tues-
day saying that to respond to 
their request, it had decided to 
lower the fee by 25 per cent for 
the pre-school and by 15 per 
cent for those in grades 1-12. 

Sok Sotheary, a student’s 
mother told The Post on 
Wednesday that the school 
had originally decided to low-
er the fee by 50 per cent for 
some 200 students.

But because parents had 

still protested, the school had 
decided to lower the fee by 25 
per cent for the pre-school 
and by 15 per cent for those 
in grades 1-12. 

“But guardians could not 
accept the lowering of the fee, 
so they protested. The reason 
the guardians cannot accept 
it is because online learning 
doesn’t yield better results.”

In a letter, the parents em-
phasised that they made the 
request to the school because 
their families’ faced hardships 
due to the impacts of Covid-
19. They had also spent ex-
tra on materials and internet 
services for their children to 
study at home and pre-school 
students cannot study online. 

The school could not be 
reached for comment on 
Wednesday.

Ministry of Education, Youth 
and Sport spokesman ros 
Soveacha said briefly that the 
ministry had encouraged the 
private school and parents to 
solve the problem bilaterally. 

He maintained that for now, 
all relevant parties had been 
affected by Covid-19.

affiliated Network for Social 
accountability executive direc-
tor San Chey said when schools 
were ordered to close, students 
were required to study at home.

Therefore, he said the 
schools are saving on expenses 
like administration and elec-
tricity.  He said that burden 
has now been put on parents 
so the school should consider 
lowering their fees.

“Overall, we want [the school] 
to consider lowering the fee 
systematically, by at least 50 per 
cent. The school and the par-
ents have to help one another 
during this situation. The build-
ing’s owner should also lower 
the school’s rent,” he said.

Parents warned that they 
would gather to protest again 
in front of the school this week-
end. They also warned that if 
the school doesn’t accept the 
request, they will stop their chil-
dren from studying there.

The parents on Wednesday gathered to protest in front of the school. HEAN RANGSEY

Illegal logging in Prey Lang is a major conern for the PLCN community group. HEAN RANGSEY



Thou Vireak

T
HE Cambodia Food 
Manufacture Associa-
tion (CFMA) has re-
quested that the Min-

istry of Economics and Finance 
defer all kinds of tax payments 
and delay repayments to banks 
and microfinance institutions 
for its member companies 
which have been hit by the 
Covid-19 outbreak.

In an open letter dated April 
21, the CFMA said the pan-
demic has severely impacted 
the food processing, agro-in-
dustry and agricultural sector 
across the Kingdom.

As orders from supermar-
kets, mini-marts and export-
ers dry up, its members have 
been forced to suspend up to 
50-70 per cent of staff to make 
up for revenue shortfalls and 
cover expenses and loan pay-
ments, it said.

“The CFMA hopes that all 
those affected companies will 
receive incentives from the 
government,” said the letter. 

The CFMA outlined seven 
requests to present to the 
ministry.

It called for the deferment  
of all kinds of tax payments, 
the reduction of electricity 
costs by 25 per cent, the re-
duction of production costs 
for continuing production 
activities and the incentivisa-
tion of local consumers.

The remaining requests 
were the provision of low-

interest loans for small and 
medium-sized businesses, 
assistance in the delay of 
down payments and interest 
payments for six months, and 
a government subsidy to pay 
50 per cent of salaries.

Keo Mom, CEO of Ly Ly 
Food Industry Co Ltd, which 
operates factories that pro-
duce crackers under the ‘Ly 
Ly’ brand, told The Post on 
Wednesday that the private 
sector would breathe a sigh of 
relief were the government to 

accept the requests.
Her company has been facing 

severe losses due to a decline in 
market demand, she said.

“If the government assists the 
private sector at this time, we 
will be able to maintain busi-
ness and production chains, 
and workers will not lose their 
jobs and incomes,” Mom said, 
adding that the company has 
not reduced its workforce.

Mao Sothea, a sales man-
ager at Kirirom Food Product 
Co Ltd, which processes dried 

mango, said her company 
also faces a shortage of about 
$500,000 in working capital. 

She said the shortfall is due 
to declines in exports and re-
tail demand. 

“I think that our private sec-
tor needs financial support 
from the government, par-
ticularly tax deferment and 
a subsidy to help them move 
business forward,” she said. 

Prime Minister Hun Sen has 
said the government is planning 
a $450 million relief package.
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May Kunmakara

MALAYSIA-owned Maybank 
(Cambodia) Plc has become the 
second commercial bank in the 
Kingdom to announce loan 
relief for customers impacted 
by the Covid-19 pandemic.

Earlier this month, Cambodian 
Public Bank Plc (Campu Bank), 
a subsidiary of Malaysia’s Public 
Bank Bhd, also announced a loan 
moratorium for its customers.

Maybank said that since the 
outbreak, it has offered finan-
cial advice to customers 
impacted by the pandemic, in 
addition to launching a finan-
cial relief scheme in the form 
of restructuring and reschedul-
ing financing, as well as a mor-
atorium on loan repayments. 

“The financial relief is open to 
businesses and individuals 
affected by the current situa-
tion, to be assessed on a case-
to-case basis,” the bank said. 

Maybank (Cambodia) CEO 
Mohd Hanif Suadi said the 
recent loan restructuring guide-
lines issued by the National 
Bank of Cambodia (NBC) was 
certainly a welcome move to 
alleviate the financial burden of 
the businesses and individuals 
affected by the outbreak, par-
ticularly in the four priority sec-
tors of tourism, garments, con-
struction and transportation.

“We understand that the 
sudden turn of events arising 

from the virus outbreak has 
impacted our customers 
across different segments of 
society, who may need some 
breathing space in meeting 
their financial obligations at 
this time,” Mohd Hanif said.

He added that affected busi-
nesses and individuals must be 
aware of, and agreeable to, the 
accrued interest and revised 
repayment amount or tenure 
after the deferment and thor-
oughly understand the terms 
of the revised financing.

The announcement comes 
after the NBC’s March 27 directive 
to all banks and financial institu-
tions to restructure credit for 
loans for vulnerable customers. 

Mohd Hanif said affected cus-
tomers were welcome to con-
tact their branch officers or 
relationship managers to dis-
cuss possible solutions to over-
come any financial challenges 
they may be facing. The finan-
cial advisory services are offered 
at no cost to customers. 

“The Covid-19 pandemic is an 
unfortunate situation and the 
bank is taking this opportunity 
to do the right thing in line with 
our mission of humanising 
financial services.

“Maybank is committed to 
relieving its customers’ stress 
during these trying times, and 
to allow them to focus on what 
matters most, which is their 
family and health,” he said.

Food sector requests bailout

Brent plunges to 21-year low, oil extends rout
BrENT hit a two-decade low 
on Wednesday as oil resumed 
its painful retreat and extend-
ed a rout that has torn through 
energy markets, though stock 
exchanges in Asia and Europe 
were mixed following a two-
day sell-off.

With demand virtually non-
existent owing to virus lock-
downs, and production still 
high despite storage at burst-
ing point, crude markets have 
been sent into freefall with 
West Texas Intermediate (WTI) 
for May delivery diving to 
minus $40 on Monday.

Focus has turned to the June 
contract, which started on 
Wednesday in fine form fol-
lowing news that top produc-
ers had held talks – but it 
plunged into the red in the 
afternoon, having lost almost 
half its value on Tuesday, when 
Brent collapsed by a fifth.

WTI surged 20 per cent 
before changing course to sit 
more than four per cent down 
later, while Brent was off more 
than 11 per cent after earlier 
dropping 18 per cent to $15.98 
– its lowest since 1999.

The crisis in the oil market 
caused by coronavirus was 
compounded by a price war 

between russia and Saudi Ara-
bia, but while they drew a line 
under the row and joined other 
key producers in slashing out-
put by 10 million barrels per 
day, that has not been enough.

AxiCorp’s Stephen Innes said 
crude’s rout “merely reflects the 
underlying theme that there is 
no demand for physical oil, and 
there is nowhere to store it.

“Disappointment following 
the new [oil cut] agreement 
continues to resonate, and 
responding to that outcry 
could be the one thing that 
turns the oil price around in 
the near term, absent evidence 

of demand recovery,” he said.
Analysts said the morning 

bounce was driven by news that 
members of Organisation of the 
Petroleum Exporting Countries 
(Opec), as well as some allies in 
the Opec+ grouping, held a tel-
econference on Tuesday – but 
gloom soon returned.

Equity markets, buoyed in 
recent weeks by trillions of 
dollars of stimulus and signs 
of a slowdown in the rate of 
virus infection and death in 
some countries – and moves 
to slowly ease lockdown meas-
ures in a number of nations – 
are beginning to feel the spill-

over from the crude collapse.
Investors fear the rout could 

compound an expected deep 
global economic downturn. 

Innes added that the oil cri-
sis “has negative connotations 
for other areas of the market, 
most notably banks, given 
their high exposure to US shale 
producers”.

Asian markets have strug-
gled this week, though there 
were some recoveries on 
Wednesday.

Tokyo ended down 0.7 per 
cent while Singapore and 
Bangkok each shed 0.9 per 
cent and Wellington retreated 
more than one per cent. 
Manila also fell and Sydney 
was marginally lower.

However, Hong Kong, Shang-
hai, Mumbai, Seoul and Taipei 
were all up along with Jakarta. 
The Cambodia Securities 
Exchange climbed 5.15 per 
cent.

In early trading, London, Par-
is and Frankfurt all rallied.

There was little reaction to the 
US Senate approving a near-
half-trillion-dollar coronavirus 
relief package, with funding ear-
marked for small businesses, 
hospitals, and a ramp-up of test-
ing nationwide. AFP

Maybank offers 
financial relief to 
struggling clients 

Members of the Cambodia Food Manufacture Association (CFMA) have been forced to suspend up to 
50-70 per cent of staff to make up revenue shortfall and cover expenses and loan payments. hin Pisei

Brent hit a 21-year low on Wednesday as oil resumed its painful retreat 
and extended a rout that has torn through energy markets. AFP

Continued from page 1

incorporate all current televi-
sion channels.

“We proposed an investment 
budget for the project to the 
Ministry of Economy and 
Finance. We hope that the plat-
form starts this year and will be 
fully functional by 2023 so we 
can release the frequency to the 
Ministry of Posts and Telecom-
munications to develop the 5G 
network,” he said. 

The working group will pre-
pare an investment plan to sup-
port the programme and form a 
comprehensive expansion plan 
for its first three years (2021-
2023). 

In April last year, the govern-
ment signed an agreement with 
China’s Huawei Technologies Co 
Ltd to assist in building a 5G data 
network in Cambodia.

Telecommunications com-
pany Smart Axiata Co Ltd con-

ducted the first 5G live trial 
showcase in Cambodia last 
July.

The company invests $70 to 
$80 million every year in net-
work infrastructure to improve 
mobile broadband connectivity 
across the Kingdom.

royal Group, which owns 
mobile operator CamGSM Co 
Ltd, signed a memorandum of 
understanding with the ministry 
in May last year to collaborate 
on the rollout of 5G and the 
digitalisation of Cambodia.

In November, CamGSM – 
which operates under the trade-
mark ‘Cellcard’ – tested its new 
5G network and in February, the 
company expressed confidence 
in its ability to roll it out. 

Cambodia counted 16.7 mil-
lion mobile internet users last 
year, and 215,000 fixed broad-
band connections, data from 
the telecommunications minis-
try shows.

Companies join hands 
for speedy rollout of 5G 
technology in Kingdom
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CHiNa’S real estate sector is 
on track to gradually recover 
as investment and sales in the 
sector rebounded last month 
to end the month-long disrup-
tion caused by the Covid-19 
epidemic, analysts have said.

in the first three months of 
this year, 219.78 million square 
metres of real estate space 
were sold, down 26.3 per cent 
from the year-ago level, the 
National Bureau of Statistics 
(NBS) said late last week.

During the same period, the 
property sector’s sales revenue 
reached 2.04 trillion yuan ($290 
billion), representing a 24.7 per 
cent year-on-year slump.

residential sales revenue 
during the period declined 
22.8 per cent year-on-year, 
compared to a 36.8 per cent 
decline in office revenue and 
a 39.8 per cent fall in com-
mercial property revenue.

“Thanks to the resumption of 
business in March, the real es-
tate market is recovering signifi-
cantly,” said Zhang Dawei, chief 
analyst at Hong Kong-based 
Centaline property agency ltd.

property investment was 
approaching normal levels as 
the sector attracted 2.2 tril-
lion yuan in the first quarter, 
down 7.7 per cent year-on-
year, but up 8.6 percentage 
points from investments in 
January and February.

The lion’s share of 1.6 tril-
lion yuan went into residen-
tial property, although the 
level is down 7.2 per cent over 
the same period last year.

The outbreak of the novel 
coronavirus and the seasonal 
off-peak period for the sector 
around the lunar New Year 
holiday led to a suspension of 
property activities in Febru-
ary. investment and sales only 
began to revive last month.

“almost 90 per cent of the 
enterprises have relaunched 
property investment, which 
greatly eased the sharp decline 
of investment in the first two 
months,” said Yan Yuejin, di-
rector of the Shanghai-based 
E-house China research and 
Development institute.

last week, the NBS pub-
lished its home price index of 
the leading 70 cities, which 
showed the pre-owned home 
market has recovered to year-
ago levels, a sign of the resil-
ience of the Chinese property 
market, said Xu Xiaole, chief 
market analyst with the Beike 
real Estate research institute.

To shore up the real estate 
sector hit hard by the epidem-
ic, local governments are rush-
ing to announce more flexible 
policies, in line with their spe-
cific conditions, to ensure the 
stabilisation of the sector.

as many as 171 real estate 
measures and policies were 
announced in the first quar-
ter of this year alone, 65 per 
cent higher than the 104 is-
sued during the year-ago pe-
riod. in February, 75 property 
related policies were made 
public, which is a single-
month record, Zhang said.

analysts were confident the 
performance of the real estate 
market will improve further in 
the second quarter given the 
steady demand in the sector.

Zhang said property develop-
ers will have to contend though 
with tight capital flows in the 
coming months, especially as 
their debts become due.

“Most property developers 
only fulfilled 10 per cent of 
their yearly sales goal in the 
first quarter, which means the 
second quarter will be a matter 
of life and death,” said Zhang. 
CHINA DAILY/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

China realty bounces 
back last month on 
sales and investment

Economic slump to spill over 
into real estate, construction
Hin Pisei

C
aMBODia’S construc-
tion and real estate 
sector will be hit hard 
this year as the Covid-

19 pandemic slows down the 
economy, the World Bank said 
in a report earlier this month.

The bank adjusted its projec-
tion of the Kingdom’s 2020 eco-
nomic growth to 2.5 per cent 
from its earlier “slightly below 
seven per cent” prediction.

However, it expects growth 
to rebound to 5.9 per cent 
next year under the baseline 
scenario.

The tourism sector has been 
the hardest hit by the out-
break while the garment in-
dustry currently faces a global 
demand shock as well as the 
partial withdrawal of the EU’s 
“Everything But arms” trade 
preferential scheme.

The report said: “Spillovers 
to the construction and real 
estate sector – one of Cam-
bodia’s major growth driv-
ers – amid financial market 
turmoil could potentially be 
detrimental to growth.

“it is crucial to implement 
macro prudential measures 
such as bank limits in terms of 
exposure to construction and 
real estate sectors and tighten 
loan-to-value ratios, except for 
first home buyers, to cushion 
the potential impacts of the 
real estate market correction.

“recent monetary policy 
measures announced [by the 
National Bank of Cambodia] 
include reductions of reserve 
requirement rates, bench-
mark rate, and liquidity cov-
erage ratio, he said.

Cambodia Constructors as-
sociation general manager and 
secretary Chiv Sivpheng said 
the association had not com-

piled a report of the condition 
of the construction sector.

However, he acknowledged 
that construction activity and 
imports of construction ma-
terials this year may be stag-
nant or slightly down.

He said the situation could 
be due to two main factors – re-
strictions on trans-border trade 
in goods and the principle of so-
cial distancing, which is intend-
ed to reduce the risk associated 
with the spread of Covid-19.

“Cross-border freight bar-
riers could be a major reason 
for the decline in imports of 
construction materials earlier 
this year,” he said.

Keller Williams (KW) Sen 
Sok regional operation prin-
cipal and Sam Sn realty Co 
ltd president Sam Soknoeun 

said the outbreak’s spread is 
showing signs of slowing. 

Overall, the Kingdom’s 
construction and real es-
tate sector is cooling but 
not stalling, though rising 
concerns over the pandemic 
have thrown a wrench into 
the production, transport 
and distribution of goods 
around the world, he said.

“The construction and real 
estate sector is definitely be-
ing affected, but not very seri-
ously,” said Soknoeun.

Huy Vanna, secretary-gen-
eral of advisory firm Housing 
Development association of 
Cambodia, told The Post re-
cently that construction of 
high-rise housing and town-
homes developed by locally-
owned clients was modest.

However, he said, larger-
scale buildings owned by for-
eign investors or clients are 
set to decline in the first half 
of this year.

“Of course, the impact of 
the pandemic has caused 
some major projects to be 
suspended or slow down con-
struction,” said Vanna.

investment in the Kingdom’s 
construction sector reached 
$11.4 billion last year, an in-
crease of 98.74 per cent com-
pared to $5.3 billion in 2018, 
said a Ministry of land Man-
agement, Urban planning and 
Construction report.

The World Bank noted that 
economic rebounds in China 
and other major markets next 
year would improve Cambo-
dia’s growth outlook.

Cambodia’s construction and real estate sector will be hit hard this year as the Covid-19 pandemic slows 
down the economy. HENG CHIVOAN

Vietnam social housing projects waiting for incentives
DEMaND in Vietnam for low-
priced social houses and hous-
es for long-term rent was high 
but incentive policies have not 
yet encouraged investors.

There are currently dozens 
of low-priced social housing 
projects in Hanoi and Ho Chi 
Minh City that have not been 
given preferential loans from 
the government.

le Thanh Commercial Con-
struction Co ltd director le 
Huu Nghia told the Tien Phong 
(Vanguard) newspaper that for 
years his company had invested 
into building more than 3,000 
low-priced houses in Ho Chi 
Minh city’s Binh Tan district.

The company sold the houses 
at 12-13 million dong ($500-
550) per square metre, he said.

in addition, the company 
had completed a social hous-
ing project with 930 apart-
ments for rent with tenures of 
50 years, said the director.

However, he said, procedures 
for land use and soft loans had 
not yet been completed, so the 

company had to pay interest of 
11 per cent per year.

“in fact, policies for social 
housing development had 
been slowly implemented with 
overlapping regulations on 
taxes,” said Nghia.

For example, Decree 100 reg-
ulates that social houses for rent 
will be given 70 per cent reduc-
tion of value-added tax (VaT) 
and corporate income tax.

However, the tax authority 
had given companies 50 per 
cent reduction in taxes as the 
tax authority still applied the 
VaT law in 2016 and law on 
Corporate income.

The tax authority explained 
that the law on Housing in 
2014 stipulates the tax reduc-
tions but does not specify the 
rate of 70 per cent. The laws on 
taxes is of higher legal value 
than Decree 100.

Thus, the companies 
involved in social housing 
projects must pay taxes in 
accordance with the tax laws.

a Bank for investment and 

Development of Vietnam 
insurance JSC (BiC) represent-
ative said investors found it 
hard to secure soft loans.

He said: “The businesses 
were given an exemption of 
land use fees but did not have 
ground clearance costs deduct-
ed, while commercial housing 
businesses offer the deduction. 

VaT was entitled to a five per 
cent reduction but the input 
VaT was still 10 per cent.”

The tax incentives should be 
the same as land use fees – 
immediately converted to 
money for businesses by 
exempting input VaT, he said.

Meanwhile, a representative 
of Bac 9 real Estate investment 

JSC, which is undertaking the 
Ecohome Social House project 
in Hanoi, said procedures for 
tax incentives were hindering 
investors and businesses.

To obtain tax reductions and 
exemptions, the tax agency 
required lists of customers 
first, he said.

“it was impossible. How can 
businesses get the lists if they had 
not sold houses or apartments 
yet? The procedures to get tax 
reductions or exemptions were 
really complicated,” he said.

Hanoi Department of Con-
struction vice-director Nguyen 
Chi Dung told the newspaper 
that the soft loans for social 
housing projects were taken 
from the budget revenues of 
projects under 10ha, which were 
more than 10 trillion dong.

The city will lend through 
Hanoi Development invest-
ment Fund (Hadif) with pref-
erential interest rates, he said.

“However, the lending must 
be based on principles of safe-
ty and efficiency of loans. last 

year, the preferential loans for 
social housing projects were 
very few. Hanoi was only allo-
cated tens of billions of dong 
for both investors and home 
buyers,” said Dung.

Meanwhile, Hadif director 
Chu Nguyen Thanh said the 
fund was allowed to lend more 
than 200 billion dong per 
project with a yearly interest 
rate of 6.95 per cent.

The rate was lower than 
commercial banks and did not 
change during the bank loan 
period, she said. The fund had 
also opened seminars 
approaching investors but few 
of them were interested.

investors may prefer to work 
with commercial banks over 
the fund because the banks’ 
procedures are more flexible, 
while procedures to borrow 
money from the fund took four 
to eight years, she said.

“investors need a fast and 
flexible process, they cannot 
wait,” said Thanh. VIET NAM NEWS/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK

There are currently dozens of low-priced social housing projects in 
Ho Chi Minh City that have not been given preferential loans from the 
government. pIXABAY
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Villa c/w swimming pool for 
rent in Bassac Garden City. 2 
floors, 4 bedrooms, very large 
living room, fully furnished, 
modern kitchen, big balcony 
Price: $3,500/month

Office space for rent
On main street, size from 
200sqm to 400sqm, 7 floors, 2 
lifts, parking, open space, very 
safe.
Price: $14/sqm 

Office space for rent 
Located at west of Olympic 
Stadium, size from 840sqm to 
500sqm, 2nd floor, 2 lifts, park-
ing lots, open space, very safe.
Price: $16/sqm 

Whole apartment for rent in 
Toul Tompong. 9 floors, 14 units, 
fully furnished, very safe, office 
space on first floor and restau-
rant on ground floor.
Price: $14,500/month

Shop house for rent near AEON 2
Located in borey The Premier, 
land close to AEON 2, 6 bed-
rooms, suitable for office and 
business.
Price: $1,500/month  

Villa c/w swimming pool for 
rent next to BBK1
7 bedrooms, large living room, 
some furniture, big balcony, 
surrounded by trees, 
Price: $3,000/month 

 

Office Space for rent 
Located at Daun Penh area, size 
160sqm, nice design, parking, 
very safety.
Price: $2,500/month
 

Queen Villa for rent
Located in borey Penghout 60m, 
5 bedrooms, living room, nice 
kitchen, many facilities around, 
safety and quiet.
Price: $5,000/month

Shophouse for rent 
Located in borey Penghout 60m, 
4 bedrooms, living room, nice 
kitchen, many facilities around, 
safety and quiet.
Price: $1,500/month

Office space for rent
Located in Chamkardong, Phnom 
Penh, 2000sqm to 5000sqm, in 
a good area, reliable water and 
electricity supply.
Price: $2.5/sqm

LAND FOR SALE
IN BBK1

Land for sale in BKK 1 & 
neighbourhood. We have many 
plots of land for sale in Boeung 
Keng Kang 1, land size is from 
400sqm to 2000sqm. 
Price: $5500/sqm to $8000/sqm 

Land for sale near Road 2 & Ring 
Road 3 
Land size  700,000sqm, width 
is 200m. Good for factory , borey 
or warehouse. 
Price: $90/sqm

LAND FOR SALE
IN TOUL KORK

Land for sale in Tuol Kork
We have many plot of lands for 
sale in Toul Kork. Land size is 
from 500sqm to 1200sqm. 
Price: $3000/sqm to $4500/sqm 

Queen Villa for sale
Located in borey Chipmong St.598, 
land size: 18m x 20m, house size: 
13m x 13m, 6 bedrooms, living 
room, nice kitchen. 
Price: $780,000

Twin Villa for sale
Located in Sangkat Phnom Penh 
Thmey, Khan Sensok, land size: 
5.6m x 26m, house size: 4.2m x 
15.2m, 3 bedrooms, living room.
Price: $200,000

Flat for sale
Located in Sangkat Trapaing 
Krasang, Khan Porsenchey, land 
size: 5m x 20m, house size: 5m x 
12m, 2 bedrooms. 
Price: $109,000

Queen Villa for sale
Located in borey Penghout 60m, 
land size: 30.5m x 30m, House 
size: 12m x 12m, 5 bedrooms, liv-
ing room, nice kitchen. 
Price: $3,000,000

New penthouse for rent in BKK1
Modern designed, 5 beds , city 
and river view, large living room, 
fully furnished, nice kitchen, 
swimming pool and gym. 
Price: $8,000/month

New Rose Condo penthouse for 
rent Nice design, 4 bedrooms, 
city and river view, large living 
room, fully furnished, nice 
kitchen, very big swimming pool 
and gym. Price: $3,500/month

Apartment c/w swimming 
pool for rent. Located at west 
of Independence Monument, 
2 bedrooms, open living room, 
fully furnished, spacious 
kitchen. Price: $1,200/month

Apartment c/w swimming pool 
for rent. Located at North West 
of Russian Market, 1, 2 and 3 
bedrooms, open living room, 
modern fully furnished. 
Price: $700 to $1,800/month

Condo c/w swimming pool for 
rent in Tuolkork
Nice design, 3 bedrooms, open 
living room, fully furnished, nice 
kitchen, gym, good security. 
Price: $1,500/month

Apartment c/w swimming pool 
for rent. Located near Russian 
Market, 2 bedrooms, open 
living room, fully furnished, nice 
kitchen, lot of sunlight, balcony. 
Price: $1,200/month

Garden Villa for rent in BKK1
2 floors, 5 bedrooms, big living 
room, fully furnished, spacious 
kitchen, big balcony, good for 
residence or office.
Price: $7,000/month

Modern villa for rent in Bas-
sac Garden City.  2 floors, 4 
bedrooms, living room, fully 
furnished, modern kitchen, big 
balcony, very safety and quiet. 
Price: $3,800/month

Villa c/w swimming for rent in 
North Bridge. Very big garden, 
5 bedrooms, large living room, 
fully furnished, western kitchen, 
big balcony, very safe and quiet.
Price: $3,500/month

Villa for rent in Tonle Bassac
Surrounded with trees, 4 
bedrooms, living room, fully fur-
nished, nice kitchen, big balcony, 
safe and quiet.
Price: $2,700/month

Villa for rent 
Located in Sangkat Boeung Pro-
lit, Khan 7 Makara, 6 bedrooms, 
living room, kitchen, many facili-
ties around, safety and quiet.
Price: $5,000/month

Modern villa for rent 
In Grand Phnom Penh, 5 
bedrooms, large living room, 
modern design, fully furnished, 
modern kitchen, big balcony, 
Price: $1,700/month

CONDO FOR SALE
IN PHNOM PENH

Condo for Sale 
We have many condominium for 
sale in Phnom Penh. Unit type 
studio, 1 bed, 2 beds, 3 beds and 
penthouse
Price: $70,000 to $500,000 

Condo for sale in Casa Meridian
Located in Koh Pich, 2 beds, 2 
baths, size 100sqm, facing river, 
fully furnished, big swimming 
pool, very safe and quiet,  
Price: $295,000

Condo for sale in De Castle Royal 
Located in BKK1, 1 bedroom, 1 
bath, gross area 115sqm, facing 
north, fully furnished, big swim-
ming pool, very safe and quiet. 
Price: $175,000    

Condo for sale in the Bridge 
On 29th floor, 2 bedrooms, 
2 baths, gross area 139sqm, 
facing south, fully furnished, big 
swimming pool. 
Price: $310,000 

Condo for sale 
Located in Boueng Prolit, on 
12th floor, 1 bedroom, 1 bath, 
net area 63sqm, fully furnished, 
very safe and quiet, 
 Price: $116,500 

Condo for sale in Tuol Kork
On 5th floor, 3 bedrooms plus 
maid room, 3 baths, gross area 
208sqm, fully furnished, large 
swimming pool.
 Price: $280,000 

LAND FOR SALE
A LONG ROAD 60M

Land for sale along Road 60m
We have many plots of land 
for sale along Road 60m. The 
land size from 3000sqm to 
150000sqm. 
Price: $1400/sqm to $3300/sqm 

Land for sale at Prek Eng
Located at Prek Eng, turn right 
around 700m from Road 1. Land 
size from 9880sqm, with two 
access roads. Good for villa.
Price: $400/sqm. 

Land for sale near Ring Road 3
We have many plot of land for sale 
near Ring Road 3 which is a poten-
tial area in the short term. land size 
is  2,000sqm to 200,000sqm. 
Price:  $75/sqm to $180/sqm 
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PROPERTY FOR RENT PROPERTY FOR SALE

PROPERTY FOR RENT PROPERTY FOR SALE

RENT  SALE  BUY PROPERTY  PROPERTY CONSULTANCY
YOUR DREAM PROPERTY IS JUST A CALL AWAY. RING 089 200 300, 012 390 390

FOR THE HOTTEST LISTINGS IN CAMBODIA.
Address: #394-396 (Home City Building), Street 71, Chamkarmon, Phnom Penh. Email: info@towncity.com // www.towncity.com

QUEEN VILLA FOR RENT
Located in Borey Penghout 60m, 5 bedrooms,  

living room, nice kitchen, many facilities around, 
safety and quiet. Price: $5,000/month

SHOPHOUSE FOR RENT 
Located in Borey Penghout 60m, 4 bedrooms, 

living room, nice kitchen, many facilities 
around, safety and quiet. Price: $1,500/month

YOUR DREAM PROPERTY IS JUST A CALL AWAY. RING 089 200 300, 012 390 390 FOR THE HOTTEST LISTINGS IN CAMBODIA.

CORNER VILLA FOR SALE
Located in Grand Phnom Penh, Land size: 20m x 
20m, house size: 12m x 12m, 5 bedrooms, living 

room, nice kitchen. Price: $720,000
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world

a BElGiaN biotech firm has 
started producing tests to rap-
idly detect antibodies against 
coronavirus infections – part 
of a push several countries are 
making to determine who 
might be immune.

liege-based company Zen-
Tech Sa said on Tuesday that it 
has started making tens of thou-
sands of the government-certi-
fied tests and plans to ramp up 
output to eventually make up to 
three million per month.

Founder and CEO Jean-
Claude Havaux said diagnosis 
takes just 10-15 minutes and 
“sensitivity is 100 per cent – 
meaning all patients who have 
Covid-19 antibodies, we see 
them with our test”.

He emphasised that the test 
kits were only for medical pro-
fessionals, first in Belgium and 
then later in other countries in 
the EU and beyond. They are not 
for the public to use at home.

“We don’t want and don’t 
intend for, these tests to be used 
by just anybody. it’s not a preg-
nancy test. it’s really pretty com-
plicated to carry out and to inter-
pret the results,” said Havaux.

antibody, or serology, tests 
are seen as a crucial tool for 
determining who has had 
Covid-19 – especially non-
symptomatic carriers – and 
could, therefore, be immune 
to it, at least for a time.

Such tests could possibly 
pave the way to allowing peo-
ple to return to work as coun-
tries mull easing widespread 
lockdown measures.

That could be especially 
important for healthcare 
workers on the front line of the 
novel coronavirus pandemic.

as a result, labs in several 
countries are racing to roll out 
huge numbers of reliable test-
ing kits.

However, the World Health 
Organisation has warned that 
while reliable testing is wel-
come, the presence of Covid-
19 antibodies is not proof that 
an individual is immune.

Even if there was immunity, 
it is unknown how long it 
might last, it says.

Dr pascale Huynen, clinic 
head of the microbiology unit 
in liege’s university hospital 
– which confirmed ZenTech’s 
test was reliable to 97 per cent 
– also underscored the point.

“Nobody knows if the [Covid-
19] antibodies are protective,” 
she said, adding that scientists 
also do not know how long 
immunity could last, or whether 
the new coronavirus might 
mutate around any initial immu-
nity, as happens with the flu.

“This is a virus that we don’t 
know very well,” said Huynen.

She said ZenTech’s test simply 
indicates whether a patient has 
“come into contact” with Covid-
19 with a positive or negative 
result. 

it does not show the level of 
antibody response. AFP

Hong Kong’s DKV gives S Korea, China 
high marks in pandemic safety ranking
E

iGHT of the 10 safest places to 
ride out the coronavirus pan-
demic are in the asia-pacific re-
gion, including mainland Chi-

na, research released last week shows.
However, pockets of South and 

Southeast asia face serious risks, in-
cluding the philippines.

Deep Knowledge Ventures (DKV), 
a Hong Kong-based venture capital 
fund that targets health care and lon-
gevity technology, is evaluating the 
crisis performance of 150 countries 
and territories in an ongoing project.

How countries respond today will 
determine their appeal as investment 
and business destinations tomorrow, 
says DKV.

“The countries that will be able to 
provide long-lasting protection for 
their citizens, and stay stable, they will 
to some extent automatically attract 
financial activity,” its founder and 
managing partner Dmitry Kaminskiy 
told the Nikkei Asian Review.

israel stands in first place, un-
changed from a previous safety rank-
ing, earning 632.32 points out of a pos-
sible 700 thanks to its small territory, 
sophisticated health care, savvy use of 
technology and a strong military.

However, the latest edition puts 
Germany in second place, up from 
ninth, while South Korea cracks the 
top three, up from 10th.

Then comes a list of asia-pacific 
neighbours – australia, China, New 
Zealand, Taiwan, Singapore, Japan 
and Hong Kong.

DKV, best known for appointing an 
ai algorithm to its board, scores coun-
tries based on more than 70 criteria and 
data from a range of sources, including 
the World Health Organisation.

The safety ranking is broken down 
into categories such as “quarantine 
efficiency”, including travel restric-
tions; “government management 
efficiency”, which covers defence 
capabilities; “monitoring and detec-
tion”, such as the scope of testing; and 
“emergency treatment readiness”, 
which includes factors like the num-
ber of hospital beds.

israel, Germany and South Korea 
have all grappled with significant 
Covid-19 outbreaks.

However, Kaminskiy said: “The 
point is that we are looking at not 
only when countries succeeded [in 
minimising cases], but also looking 
at when a country was affected quite 
significantly but managed to stop it.”

The top three have recorded thou-
sands more cases than, say, New Zea-
land, which has seen only 1,451 infec-
tions and 14 deaths as of Wednesday.

Yet, they have also stopped deaths 
from getting out of hand – 187 people 
have died in israel, 5,086 in Germany 
and 238 in South Korea, versus around 
24,648 in hard-hit italy and 19,693 in 
the US state of New York alone.

The DKV previously left China off its 
ranking in part due to perceived “con-
troversy” and “rumours” over its rela-
tively low death rate – roughly 3,300 
out of around 82,000 infections.

However, Kaminskiy said his team 
of 10 analysts saw enough positives to 
slide the country in at number five on 
the safety table.

“China is as efficient as israel in ap-
plying quarantine measures, especial-
ly considering the extreme size of the 
population. at the same time, they are 
similarly efficient as Germany in terms 
of treatment,” Kaminskiy said. “They 
were capable, not just to put people on 
ventilators but to treat them.”

He cited Chinese measures, from set-
ting up field hospitals and performing 
blood transfusions from recovered pa-
tients to dispatching robot nurses and 
drones that tell people to stay home.

“When you’re comparing the lead-
ing countries, we need to go into very 
detailed specifics to understand what 
exact parameters affected their posi-
tions,” he said, adding that only about 
11 points separate first place and 10th.

at the other end of the spectrum, 
an asia-specific ranking that DKV 
released the same day shows several 
South and Southeast asian countries 
plagued by low safety. Bangladesh, in-
donesia and the philippines bring up 

the rear, underscoring recent reports 
of severely strained health systems.

Kaminskiy said these countries are 
likely to face “quite negative dynam-
ics” in the coming weeks, lament-
ing the “inefficiency of government 
management” in the philippines in 
particular.

asia’s middle ground currently con-
sists of Vietnam, Thailand, Malaysia 
and india.

Kaminskiy is convinced that coun-
tries that acquit themselves well now 
will have a long-term edge. “Germany 
and China will now have stronger po-
sitions compared to their peers.”

On the other hand, “countries that 
show that they cannot protect their 
citizens from this virus and provide 
long-lasting safety frameworks – they 
will not be able to [prove] they can 
stay stable economically”, he said.

Covid-19 is not the first pandemic, 
he said. and “it won’t be the last”. NIKKEI 

ASIAN REVIEW

Trump set to ‘pause’ US green cards for 60 days
US prESiDENT Dona ld 
Trump said on Tuesday he 
was suspending immigration 
for green card seekers for 60 
days, arguing that the contro-
versial move would help US 
citizens find work again after 
coronavirus caused a surge in 
unemployment.

Trump told reporters at the 
White House the suspension 
would come into force through 
an executive order that he 
would likely sign on Wednes-
day as he offered the first 
details about a vague 
announcement he made on 
Monday night via Twitter.

addressing an issue key to 
his conservative base as the 
country is ravaged by the coro-
navirus pandemic, with more 

than 43,000 people dead in the 
country, Trump said his move 
would help US citizens who 
have lost their jobs during the 
ongoing shutdown.

“By pausing immigration, it 
will help put unemployed amer-
icans first in line for jobs as 
america reopens,” Trump said 
at his daily pandemic briefing.

“This pause will be in effect 
for 60 days,” he told reporters, 
adding that he would decide 
on any extension or changes 
“based on economic condi-
tions at the time”.

The republican president 
said the order would “only apply 
to individuals seeking a perma-
nent residency – in other words, 
those receiving green cards”.

“it will not apply to those 

entering on a temporary 
basis,” he added.

The US Citizenship and immi-
gration Services granted lawful 
permanent residence to around 
577,000 individuals last year.

Trump said there would be 
exemptions that his adminis-
tration would detail before the 
order is signed.

“We’ll sign it most likely 
tomorrow. Being drawn now 
and tonight, and it’s something 
we have to have in this coun-
try,” he said.

Speaking on condition of 
anonymity before Trump 
spoke, US officials told The 
Wall Street Journal that the 
eventual executive order could 
include exceptions for farm 
and health care workers.

The US government issued 
462,000 visas in fiscal 2019, 
according to official data – a 
major drop from the 617,000 
visas granted in 2016 under 
Trump’s predecessor Barack 
Obama.

any executive order on 
immigration will likely spark 
court action to reverse it, and 
has already raised hackles 
among Trump’s Democratic 
opponents.

Before Trump’s briefing, 
Texas lawmaker Joaquin Cas-
tro slammed what he called 
“an attempt to divert attention 
away from Trump’s failure to 
stop the spread of the corona-
virus and save lives”.

in a tweet, Castro accused 
Trump of “an authoritarian-

like move to take advantage of 
a crisis and advance his anti-
immigrant agenda”.

The Supreme Court has in 
recent months offered several 
significant victories to the 
Trump administration in cases 
relating to immigration.

a month ago, the high court 
allowed the federal govern-
ment to maintain a policy that 
will send more than 60,000 asy-
lum seekers back to Mexico.

The “remain in Mexico” 
policy unveiled in December 
2018 and implemented a 
month later calls for non-
Mexican asylum seekers who 
attempt to enter the US via 
that country to stay there 
while their cases are being 
decided. AFP

Biotech firm 
rolls out tests 
for virus 
antibodies

The DKV previously left China off its ranking in part due to perceived ‘controversy’ and ‘rumours’ over its relatively low death rate – roughly 
3,300 out of around 82,000 infections. AFP
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Vietnam to study effectiveness of 
tuberculosis vaccine against virus
U

p TO 800 Vietnamese frontline health-
care workers have agreed to take part 
in a clinical trial designed to test the 
effectiveness of a tuberculosis vaccine 

against Covid-19.
The participants will be given at random a dose 

of Bacille Calmette-Guerin (BCG) vaccine – de-
veloped a hundred years ago to combat tubercu-
losis – to confirm reports suggesting the vaccine 
might protect against the worst effects of the nov-
el strain of coronavirus (Sars-CoV-2), as the entire 
world is desperate for treatment method against 
the unprecedented pandemic.

The plan by Vietnamese health authorities was 
put in motion after a US study proposed there 
might be a meaningful correlation between a 
country’s Covid-19 caseload and death rate and 
whether that country has conducted universal 
BCG childhood vaccination.

“We found that countries without universal poli-
cies of BCG vaccination, such as italy, the Nether-
lands, and the United States have been more severe-
ly affected compared to countries with universal and 
long-standing BCG policies,” the researchers state.

Vietnam’s Ministry of Health has commissioned 
the National lung Hospital and the National institute 
of Hygiene and Epidemiology to research the alleged 
correlation, within the context of Vietnam, where the 
vaccine is universally available and mandatory.

Vietnam National lung Hospital director pro-
fessor Nguyen Viet Nhung said the hospital has 
submitted an outline of the plan to the ministry, 
pending approval.

The hypothesis is that the BCG vaccine “is not 
working specifically to prevent infections of tu-
berculosis, flu or Covid-19”, but has a “harmonis-
ing effect” that can direct the immune system to 
respond “at the right level” to Sars-CoV-2, profes-
sor Nhung told Vietnam News agency.

He cited the acute case of the 43-year-old Brit-
ish pilot currently undergoing treatment in Viet-
nam for Covid-19, saying that while the patient 
was a perfectly healthy male, his condition had 
deteriorated dangerously and unpredictably due 
to his own body’s defence mechanism’s overreac-
tion to the coronavirus.

He was referring to earlier reports in which the 
country’s leading doctors in the field, who have 
been watching over his health condition via tele-
health format, confirmed that the amount of cy-
tokine that the patient’s immune system secreted 
to combat the virus was too much, causing dam-
age to his internal organs and functions, in a phe-
nomenon known as a “cytokine storm”.

The professor emphasised that the hypothesis 
remains purely “observational”, and confirma-
tion can be obtained via clinical trials.

He said that the plan might be undertaken in 
two directions.

First, it could be a clinical trial with the involve-
ment of Vietnam, Cambodia and France, designed 
to see whether the BCG vaccine could help protect 
high-risk health workers against Covid-19.

if the plan goes through, 800 Vietnamese health 
workers together with 400 from Cambodia and 
1,000 from France will participate.

The participating doctors and nurses are mostly 
from the National Hospital for Tropical Diseases in 
Hanoi and the Ho Chi Minh City Hospital for Tropi-
cal Diseases – where many of the Covid-19 patients 
recorded in Vietnam have been or are being treated.

Second, health experts could just evaluate the 
pool of Covid-19 patients recorded in Vietnam and 
compare the conditions between those who have 
been vaccinated with BCG and those who haven’t. 
The immunised group is supposed to have quick-
er recoveries and fewer critical cases than the non-
immunised group.

Nguyen Ngo Quang, vice-director of the ad-
ministration of Science, Technology and Train-
ing under the ministry, stressed that all medical 
studies involving humans must be reviewed and 
approved by the ministry’s ethics committee.

The BCG vaccine has been included in Vietnam’s 
national expanded programme of immunisation 
since 1985.

The country is currently capable of producing 
the vaccine domestically and is providing it for 
free under the immunisation programme for all 
one-year-olds.

Six countries in the world are reportedly con-
ducting the trial, including australia and the Neth-
erlands.

However, professor Nhung cautioned the public 
not to act unwisely on the fear and inject BCG on 
their own without professional supervision.

“Even if the study is underway, the vaccines must 
not be given indiscriminately to adults. Japan has 
seen cases of adolescents suffering from complica-
tions after being given a dose of BCG vaccine in an 
attempt to ward off Covid-19,” he warned, adding 
that in Vietnam, the BCG vaccine is recommended 
only for one-month-old to one-year-old babies.

repeat shots are recommended against, espe-
cially in adults, he said.

Total reliance on the vaccine while failing to ob-
serve social distancing and proper hygiene mea-
sures like wearing masks and frequently washing 
hands would lead to a worsening outbreak situa-
tion, professor Nhung said.

The World Health Organisation at the moment 
is saying that there has not been sufficient evi-
dence proving that BCG vaccine can lower novel 
coronavirus infections, morbidity or the severity 
of the disease. VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Blood samples collected from workers and traders at Nga Tu So wholesale market in Hanoi on Sunday as part of the 
Vietnamese capital’s efforts to widen Covid-19 testing in the community. VIETNAM NEWS AGENCY/VIET NAM NEWS

attack on UN vehicle kills driver in Myanmar’s rakhine

indonesia 
holds public 
floggings 
despite fears

a MYaNMar government health 
worker was injured and his driver killed 
when their UN-marked vehicle was 
ambushed as they carried Covid-19 
test samples in conflict-ridden rakhine 
state, the UN said on Tuesday.

The country’s northwest has been 
embroiled in an increasingly brutal 
civil war between Myanmar’s military 
and arakan army rebels demanding 
more autonomy for the state’s ethnic 
rakhine population.

The area has endured a strict lock-
down for months, making independ-
ent reporting difficult.

Both the military and insurgents 
blamed each other for the attack, which 
happened early on Monday evening at 
a bridge near the township of Minbya.

The pair had been in a UN vehicle 
carrying Covid-19 surveillance sam-
ples, the organisation said, adding it 
was “deeply saddened” to confirm 
the death of driver pyae Sone Win 
Maung, who worked for the World 
Health Organisation (WHO).

The driver had earlier promised to 
ring his parents, said father Htay Win 
Maung.

“He asked me not to call him when he 

was driving,” he told aFp by phone, say-
ing he and his wife were heartbroken by 
the death of their 28-year-old son.

“That was the last time we spoke.”
WHO chief Tedros adhanom Ghe-

breyesus tweeted his condolences, 
adding it was “tragic to lose a life 
while keeping the world safe”.

UN Secretary-General antonio 
Guterres strongly condemned the 
attack. He called for “a full and trans-
parent investigation” and for the per-
petrators to be brought to justice, his 
spokesman said in a statement.

Military spokesman Brigadier Gen-
eral Zaw Min Tun told aFp that health 
worker aung Myo Oo had been trans-
ferred to a hospital in the rakhine 
state capital, Sittwe.

He told a press conference: “The 
arakan army regularly carries out 
such attacks. Yarmaung Bridge is a 
strategic location which all civilian 
cars and cargo trucks use. i believe 
that they attacked the UN-marked 
vehicle intentionally.

“The Tatmadaw [armed Forces] has 
no reason to carry out such an attack. 
There are no military troops stationed 
in the vicinity of where the attack 

took place. The Tamadaw has taken 
control of Yarmaung Bridge and is 
providing security. The attack came 
from the hills,” he was quoted by 
Eleven Media as saying.

Scores have been killed, hundreds 
injured and tens of thousands displaced 
since fighting erupted at the beginning 
of last year, with both sides trading alle-
gations of abuses committed.

Hostilities have surged in recent 
weeks since the government labelled 
the group “terrorists”, which means 
journalists are unable to reach out to 
the group without violating the coun-
try’s terrorism laws.

increasing calls for a ceasefire have 
been ignored as coronavirus fears 
gripped the country.

a government-imposed internet 
blackout has “greatly hampered” the 
availability of hygiene information and 
other preventative measures, the UN’s 
refugee agency warned last week.

lobby group Fortify rights on Tues-
day demanded an independent inves-
tigation into what it condemned as an 
“outrageous” attack and called for the 
government to urgently allow human-
itarian access to the area. AFP

SiX people were publicly flogged in 
indonesia’s conservative aceh prov-
ince on Tuesday for breaking local 
islamic laws, despite widespread 
bans on mass gatherings over coro-
navirus fears.

Officials insisted they followed 
social distancing rules but vowed that 
the global pandemic wouldn’t stand 
in the way of meting out “justice”.

“To comply with current conditions, 
we’re trying to cut unnecessary proce-
dures like the usual opening speech,” 
said Safriadi, the official responsible 
for Sharia punishments in the provin-
cial capital, Banda aceh.

“We just carried out the flogging 
directly to make it simpler. The whip-
ping will still go on, but we’re limiting 
the number of people involved,” add-
ed Safriadi, who goes by one name.

Most of the offenders whipped on 
Tuesday were not wearing protective 
face masks, and images from the scene 
suggested some participants came into 
close contact with each other.

aceh’s public whippings – widely 
criticised by rights groups – can 
attract hundreds of spectators.

But only about a dozen onlookers 
turned up at a building inside a pub-
lic park to see four men flogged 40 
times each for drinking alcohol.

an unmarried couple caught togeth-
er in a hotel room were also given over 
two dozen lashes from a rattan cane.

aceh, on the western tip of Sumatra, 
is the only region in Muslim-majority 
indonesia to impose islamic law.

The province allows whipping for 
a range of charges including gam-
bling, adultery, drinking alcohol, and 
having gay or pre-marital sex.

Despite the painful punishment, 
one man whipped for drinking alco-
hol – who also served a three-month 
jail term for the offence – said he was 
relieved to be free to join his family 
for the fasting month of ramadan, 
which starts this week.

“i got bored in prison and now i’m 
finally a free man. ramadan is com-
ing and i couldn’t imagine fasting in 
prison,” he said. AFP

Red Cross workers carry the body of the World Health Organisation driver killed in the 
ambush. STR/AFP
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S
OMETHiNG big is 
happening in the glo-
bal supply chain, and 
if the philippines 

plays its cards right, signifi-
cant manufacturing invest-
ments may come its way in 
the wake of Covid-19.

China has long been the 
world’s manufacturer, but the 
novel coronavirus pandemic 
afflicting the globe has 
exposed the problem of the 
world economy depending 
too much on a single country 
for many of its products. With 
China becoming the first epi-
center of the Covid-19 crisis, 
many foreign companies had 
to take a hit when their facto-
ries were forced to stop pro-
duction as the country moved 
to contain the spread of the 
disease.

The health crisis also added 
to the complications caused 
by China’s trade dispute with 
the US. Foreign firms had 
earlier shouldered increased 
production cost for their out-
put coming from the main-
land after the Trump admin-
istration slapped higher 
tariffs on thousands of 
imports from China.

as a result, many american, 
European, and even Japanese 
and Korean companies are 
reportedly now planning – or 
have decided – to relocate 
their production bases out of 
China. These range from 
automotive and parts manu-
facturers to iT companies and 
pharmaceutical and health 
care services firms.

The Japanese and US gov-
ernments have involved 
themselves directly in the 
effort by offering incentives 
to companies to bring their 
investments in China back 
home to their respective 
countries. Japan, for 
instance, already has a $2.2-
billion stimulus package to 
cover the cost for Japanese 
firms leaving China and 
returning to Japan.

The opportunity for the 
philippines, however, is in 
the thousands of other com-
panies planning to move out 
of China but not back to their 
home countries where pro-
duction costs remain high.

Of course, the philippines 
is just one of the possible 
recipients of these invest-

ment dollars leaving China. 
in fact, some analysts are 

not even including the coun-
try in their list of potential 
beneficiaries of the shifting 
investment landscape, point-
ing to Vietnam as the most 
likely pick.

according to Forbes maga-
zine, “this ongoing diversifica-
tion of the global supply 
chain creates ample opportu-
nities for corporate investors 
and gives rise to new markets 
in countries like Vietnam, 
now getting the equivalent of 
a steroid shot to beef up their 
own economy”.

But the philippines, bat-
tered as well by the Covid-19 
pandemic, should fight for its 
share in this development by 
quickly undertaking what 
needs to be done to make it 
more conducive for investors 
to set up shop here. 

pending in Congress are 
bills to open up more eco-
nomic sectors to non-Filipi-
nos (although a contentious 
proposal facing prolonged 
debate), a reduction in corpo-

rate income tax, and a review 
of the incentives currently 
available to foreign investors.

already in place is the Ease 
of Doing Business act signed 
into law in mid-2018, which 
hopes to further address 
bureaucratic red tape by 
improving the efficiency and 
transparency of government 
procedures at all levels, down 
to the local government 

bureaucracy. 
also in place is the revised 

Corporation Code of the 
philippines, which amended 
the 40-year-old Corporation 
Code to create a more busi-
ness-friendly environment 
and improve the ease of 
doing business here. Such 
easing of the process for 
starting a business in the 
philippines can be a major 

factor in attracting compa-
nies moving out of China.

The 11th Foreign invest-
ment Negative list, signed in 
late 2018, also further liberal-
ised foreign participation 
and opened more sectors to 
foreign investment, allowing 
100-per cent foreign owner-
ship in internet businesses, 
training centres that are 
engaged in short-term high-

level skills development, 
wellness centres, adjust-
ment/lending/financing 
companies, and investment 
houses.

The proposed second tax 
reform package intends to 
gradually lower the corporate 
income tax rate, which 
remains one of the highest in 
aSEaN. However, being tack-
led with this measure is the 

so-called “rationalisation” of 
the various tax incentives 
given to foreign investors, a 
planned overhaul that is 
causing anxiety among some 
businesses. The sooner Con-
gress hammers out the 
details of this reform meas-
ure, the better for the coun-
try’s business environment.

While the focus has under-
standably been on reopening 
the domestic economy given 
the tremendous repercus-
sions of the lockdown, there 
is an urgent opportunity to 
be seized now that interna-
tional businesses are looking 
for other places to relocate. 

The Duterte administration 
has a small window to act and 
make the country attractive 
enough for manufacturers 
getting out of China, especial-
ly since the philippines’ for-
eign direct investments 
record has been a laggard 
compared to its neighbors. 
Here is a watershed chance 
for the government to make it 
right. PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

Opinion
Editorial

Shifting investment landscape

 A general view of the skyline of the financial district of Makati in Manila. The Philippines’ foreign direct investments record has been a laggard 
compared to its neighbors. afp

The Philippines should 
undertake what needs to be done 

to make it more conducive for 
investors to set up shop here



GERMAN gourmets refuse to let a virus 
keep them from their favourite French 
pastries, with one even resorting to a 
fishing rod to reel in his baguettes.

Residents in the German border 
town of Lauterbach are fond of pop-
ping across to neighbouring Carling 
in France for their daily croissants. 

So when the border slammed shut to 
slow the spread of the coronavirus, 
many were bereft at no longer having 
access to their favourite boulangerie. 

But baker Myriam Jansem-Boualit 
is going the extra mile – or at least, 

the extra few metres to the border – to 
make sure her German customers 
can still have their daily loaf. 

Hungry customers can telephone 
ahead with their orders, and Jansem-
Boualit will meet them at the border 
crossing in the street outside her shop 
with the fresh baked delicacies. 

“There used to be a lot of Germans 
who came here to buy bread,” she 
said. “They don’t dare come any more 
because . . . there are checks. So what 
I can do now is bring the bread to 
them . . . across the barrier.”

Hartmut Fey, 52, is one of her hap-
py customers.

“It has to do with tradition. We’ve 
been buying our baguettes and bread 
here in France for decades,” he said. 

Fey has even published a video on 
social media showing himself retriev-
ing his baguettes with a fishing rod. 
“It was an idea of mine to create 
awareness,” he said.

Fishing tackle is not compulsory, 
but with a steady stream of custom-
ers at the barrier, it seems Fey is not 
the only one who is hooked. afp
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Women in Iran’s 
virus-hit tech sector 
worry about future
F

ROM the hustle and 
bustle of a start-up, 
Fereshteh Kasrai now 
works from home, like 

many Iranian women fighting 
to keep hard-won tech jobs as 
the coronavirus outbreak stirs 
uncertainty.

Iran says the Covid-19 dis-
ease has claimed more than 
5,200 lives and infected close 
to 83,000 over the past two 
months, in the Middle East’s 
deadliest outbreak.

Kasrai says working re-
motely from the confines of 
her home amid the health 
crisis has had its upsides and 
downsides.

“Emotionally, it’s very bad, 
but it’s more efficient,” she 
says in a teleconference call.

She comes across as tired, 
contrasting with the energet-
ic tone when interviewed at 
her workplace in Tehran a few 
weeks ago.

“For me, it’s a little bit dif-
ficult. I miss my colleagues 
and I miss the days when we 
interacted,” she says.

The 44-year-old is head 
of human resources (HR) at 
Alibaba, Iran’s largest online 
travel booking service.

She doesn’t hide her con-
cerns for the start-up whose 
core business has been hit hard 
by the coronavirus pandemic.

Kasrai and her colleagues 
had to adapt at short notice to 
ensure they didn’t lose out.

“We are having daily meet-
ings and video calls. It’s not 
the same quality as face-to-
face work but it’s the best we 
can do.”

‘Iran Silicon Valley’
To enter Alibaba’s head-

quarters is to enter another 
Iran, a short distance from 
impoverished districts of the 
capital.

An ‘Iran Silicon Valley’ sign 
adorns the entrance of the 
building.

The interior is trendy with 
giant cushions in rest areas 
and glass enclosed offices 
where staff focus their gaze 
on high-end computers.

Dressed in tight-fitting jeans 
and scarves that reveal their 
hair, women work alongside 
men, an uncommon mix in 
the Islamic republic.

Of the nearly 700 employ-
ees at Alibaba, 42 per cent are 
women. Some have senior 

roles, a challenge in this pa-
triarchal society.

“I worked with three large 
companies before Alibaba 
. . . and I felt that growing in 
those places requires a cer-
tain condition,” Anis Amir Ar-
jmandi, a legal manager, says 
referring to nepotism.

“The opportunities I’m given 
here – which is not because of 
my gender or my position, but 
the company’s way of doing 
things – enable me to have a 
degree of freedom,” she says.

Her colleague Fatemeh 
Ashrafi, 38, says there are more 
opportunities in start-ups.

“There’s more space to ex-
press oneself, since the bu-
reaucratic hierarchies are less 
intrusive,” she says.

“We can see our managers 
whenever we want. We don’t 
need to wait at their doors 
and ask for time” to meet.

Tech journalist Khosro Kal-
basi says women benefit from 
working in start-ups as they 
are more progressive with 
younger managers.

“Over the years the number 
of women employed by these 
companies has grown,” he says.

Iran is one of the Middle 
East’s most connected with 
an internet penetration rate 
of 87 per cent.

Opportunity to innovate
Azadeh Kian, professor of 

sociology in paris and a spe-
cialist on Iran, says women 
account for 70 per cent of 
engineering and science stu-
dents in the Islamic republic.

“It is a sector where they 
know they can have more 
room for improvement and 
the possibility of innovating,” 
Kian says.

Kasrai says Iranian women 
are becoming increasingly as-
sertive in the workplace.

“They have no fear to ex-
press themselves,” she says.

She said she was pleased to 
see “as many women as we have 
men” in Alibaba’s tech division, 
breaking the “taboo” that a pro-
grammer must be a man.

Start-ups began emerging 
in Iran in the 2000s, before re-
ally taking off from 2013.

But the country’s tech sec-
tor was hit hard by the rein-
statement of US sanctions in 
2018, after the US withdrew 
from the Iran nuclear deal.

In an unexpected twist, the 
sanctions were seized upon 
by Iranian entrepreneurs as 
an opportunity to launch 
even more start-ups.

With the benefit of being 
protected from foreign com-
petition, they took inspira-
tion from global giants to cre-
ate local equivalents.

Among them are Digikala, 
Iran’s answer to US online 
retailer Amazon, as well as 
Tap30 and Snapp!, which are 
similar to US ride-hailing ser-
vice Uber.

Mona Ahmadi says she has 
flourished at Tap30, where 
she manages around 140 call 
centre workers, 61 of them 
young women.

“I’m a workaholic,” says the 
33-year-old, dressed in a den-
im jacket and leggings.

“I’ve always wanted to have 
a good job and social status,” 
she says with a smile.

Forty-five per cent of Tap30’s 
staff are women.

“Most of them are less than 
30 years old, and they are em-
ployed in all sectors – market-
ing, technical, HR, call cen-
tre,” says Negar Arab, who is 
head of communications.

As well as Arab’s own posi-
tion, the company’s finance 
and legal divisions also have 
women at the helm, she 
adds.

But Arab says the coronavi-
rus outbreak has turned her 
life upside down.

She says it has made her 
“very busy” between working 
remotely and taking care of 
her daughter and her family.

One of the biggest success 
stories among Iran’s start-ups 
is Takhfifan, an online retailer 
founded by Nazanin Danesh-
var and her sister.

Established eight years ago, 
Takhfifan employs 350 people 
but its offices are now closed 
and working from home is 
widespread.

“Everything has come as 
a bit of a shock,” Daneshvar 
says on the phone, her baby 
babbling away in the back-
ground.

“The [staff] are really doing 
a good job although it is very 
difficult and can be exhaust-
ing” to work from home and 
to handle things remotely us-

ing apps, she says.
She also laments that there 

aren’t enough “women at the 
critical and top, top positions 
in e-commerce”.

Family pressures
Times had already been 

tough for women long before 
the coronavirus outbreak.

“In the first couple of years, 
I used to take my dad along 
[to meetings] because nobody 
accepted me as the manager,” 
Daneshvar says.

But even now it is still “two 
times more difficult” to work 
as a woman, she says.

“The reality I always fight 
against is that they judge men 
based on their potential but 
judge women on their past 
performance.”

As a result, many end up 
quitting, says Daneshvar.

“I have had employees who 
left . . . as the husband is not 
happy because they couldn’t 
cook at the right time, or they 
couldn’t deliver what you ex-
pect as a traditional woman.”

Arjmandi says most top 
posts are filled by men, leav-
ing women vulnerable.

She says women are more 
likely to lose jobs amid the 
health and economic crises, 
especially in governmental 
or semi-governmental enter-
prises. afp

Female employees at start-ups in Iran are concerned about the future of their jobs. afp

To enter Alibaba’s headquarters is to enter another Iran, a short 
distance from impoverished districts of the capital. afp

Virus will not prevent Germans 
from reeling in French baguettes

A resident in the German border town of Lauterbach uses a fishing rod to reel in his 
baguettes at the French border crossing. afp
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Germany’s Oktoberfest cancelled this year 
B

aVaria on Tuesday 
cancelled the iconic 
Oktoberfest  for the 
first time since World 

War ii, dealing a fresh blow to 
Germany’s beer industry al-
ready hard hit by the corona-
virus pandemic.

The event, which takes place 
annually from late September 
to October, was expected to 
draw six million visitors, but 
it would be too dangerous “as 
long as there is no vaccine”, 
Bavaria state premier Markus 
Soeder said.

Even with masks and social 
distancing, the threat of con-
tagion was too high.

“living with the coronavi-
rus means living carefully,” 
he said.

Oktoberfest has previ-
ously fallen victim to other 
epidemics – cholera kept the 
beer tents empty in 1854 and 
1873.

National identity
From hops growers to brew-

eries, the German beer indus-
try had already been staring 
at a morose season. 

But the Oktoberfest cancel-
lation was a further devas-
tating blow with an impact 
stretching beyond the festival 
to the gastronomy and hospi-
tality sectors.

adolf Schapfl, 58, owns a 
farm of about 80ha in Haller-
tau, the small Bavarian region 
where 90 per cent of Germa-
ny’s hops are grown.

Crouching down on the 
soft earth of his hop field, 
Schapfl surveyed the plants 
emerging from the ground 
with a mixture of pride and 
anxiety. 

Mid-april is usually the time 
when the plants would be 
tied to splints, he explained, 
so they grow to several metres 
tall by august harvest time.

“This year, i don’t have the 
manpower for it,” he said. 

More than a thousand hop 
growers in Hallertau are still 
waiting for seasonal workers 
to arrive from poland and 
romania. 

With European borders 
closed to limit the spread of 
the coronavirus, many of the 
workers are stuck at home.

Schapfl, who is also presi-
dent of the association of 
German Hop Growers, would 
normally have around 20 pol-
ish workers on his farm at this 
time of year. right now, there 
are four.

The region as a whole needs 
about 10,000.

Beer shortage
“i don’t want to be dramat-

ic, but without a harvest, the 
risk for us is bankruptcy, and 

for Germany, a beer shortage 
next year,” Schapfl said. 

Germans drank an average 
of 102 litres of beer each in 
2018 – in Europe, only  austri-
ans and Czechs drink more. 

The sector is in discussions 
with the government, which 
has already permitted other 
seasonal harvest workers to 
be flown into Germany on 
special charter flights. 

an online portal has also 
been launched for Germans 
who wish to apply to work in 
the fields. “it’s difficult work, 
but i hope it works,” Schapfl 
said. 

in the meantime, his three 
grown-up children have been 
lending a hand on the farm.

Breweries in trouble
a few kilometres from Schap-

fl’s farm, at the other end of the 
production chain, brewer an-
dreas Weber, 25, has different 
reasons to be worried. 

With restaurants and bars 
closed and all this summer’s 
festivals cancelled, the young 
beer connoisseur employed 
by the Urban Chestnut Hal-
lertau Brewery said demand 
for artisan beers is falling 
through the floor. 

“We are not the worst affected 
because only 10 or 15 per cent 
of our production goes into gas-
tronomy. But if this goes on for 
several more months, it’s going 
to get complicated,” he said. 

in the room where the hops 
ferment in huge metal vats, noth-
ing seems to have changed. 

“Don’t worry, we are still 
producing,” Weber smiles, 
picking out a glass to taste his 
beer straight from the source. 

However, the drop in produc-
tion has forced the brewery to 
cut its three employees’ work-
ing hours – like in many of Ger-
many’s 1,600 breweries. afp

A waitress serves beer mugs after the opening of the last year’s Oktoberfest beer festival in a festival tent at 
the Theresienwiese fair grounds in Munich, southern Germany. afp

Packed festival tents are a common sight in Munich, Germany during 
Oktoberfest, but this year, the crowds will be staying at home. afp

recipe for disaster: Vietnam embraces kitchen snafus

indonesia turning to ‘haunted house’ 
quarantine facilities for virus violators

BUrNT bread, collapsed cakes and 
inedible potatoes – the kitchen fail-
ures of Vietnamese families in self-
isolation are being shared online, 
with hundreds of thousands joining 
a Facebook group to commiserate 
over their culinary catastrophes.

With half the world in lockdown due 
to the coronavirus pandemic, mas-
terchefs-in-the-making across the 
globe have been posting snapshots on 
social media of their perfect sourdough 
and gorgeously gooey brownies as they 
while away the hours in the kitchen.

So many people have been baking 
bread that yeast has become scarce.

But in Vietnam, Dinh Duc Thanh, 
founder of the Facebook group, 
decided the world’s would-be bakers 
could benefit from a grain of truth.

“i think when there are groups 
showing . . . delicious dishes and nice 

homes, we should also have some 
place where people can share their 
failures so that people feel more com-
fortable being themselves,” said 
Thanh, a 37-year-old videographer 
from Hanoi.

Thanh started the group last week, 
and its membership has risen fast – 
boasting more than 800,000 people 
by Thursday.

Some have shared pictures of smoul-
dering pans and congealed black 
lumps in pots. Others have posted 
snaps of unhappy children refusing to 
eat what their parents have cooked.

During the pandemic, “suddenly 
one has to cook three meals a day, 
clean the house with the kids at home 
making things a mess . . . there will be 
more accidents”, Thanh said.

Most of urban Vietnam is preparing 
to enter its third week of self-isolation 

despite the country’s relatively low 
case numbers – 268.

Fellow group member Huynh Nguy-
en Hoang Quyen appeared to have 
been struggling in the kitchen too, 
posting a picture of a green-tinged 
cake that had collapsed in on itself.

“i made a birthday cake for my sis-
ter using a rice cooker and this is the 
result,” she wrote.

“Normally i am quite confident in 
my housework ability but i cannot 
explain how it happened.”

Meanwhile, one first-time chef 
couldn’t hide her disappointment as 
she faced blackened fried potatoes 
for dinner.

“i made this following an online tuto-
rial but i really don’t know how things 
ended up like this,” Trinh Nguyet said 
from her home in Tokyo, admitting: 
“i don’t know how to cook.” afp

FED up with people break-
ing virus quarantine rules, 
one indonesian politician 
has decided to scare rule 
breakers straight by locking 
them in a “haunted house”.

Sragen regency head 
Kusdinar Untung Yuni 
Sukowati says she issued 
the unusual edict this 
week to deal with an influx 
of people to the area after 
lockdowns in the capital 
Jakarta and other major 
cities.

Some newcomers, how-

ever, weren’t respecting 
orders that they isolate 
themselves for 14 days to 
prevent the spread of Covid-
19 across the region on 
indonesia’s densely popu-
lated Java island.

So Kusdinar instructed 
communities to repurpose 
abandoned houses that 
were feared to be haunted 
– tapping widespread 
beliefs in the supernatural, 
which play a key role in 
indonesian folklore.

Five people have been 

tossed into Sragen’s spooky 
jails so far.

“if there’s an empty and 
haunted house in the vil-
lage, put people in there 
and lock them up,” Kusdi-
nar told aFp on Tuesday 
when asked about the rule.

Officials in Sepat village 
chose a long-abandoned 
house and outfitted it with 
beds placed at a distance 
and separated by curtains.

So far, the village has 
locked up three recently-
arrived residents who are 

being forced to spend the 
remainder of their two-
week quarantine in the 
spooky abode.

among them was Heri 
Susanto, who said his pun-
ishment hadn’t brought 
him face to face with any 
ghosts – so far.

“But whatever happens, 
happens,” said Heri, who 
came from neighbouring 
Sumatra island.

“i know this is for every-
one’s safety. lesson 
learned.” afp

Burnt potato cakes Trinh Nguyet tried to cook at her home in Tokyo, Japan during 
restrictions to stay at home as part of measures to halt the Covid-19 spread. supplied/afp

A volunteer keeps watch at a quarantine facility – a repurposed abandoned house 
believed by some locals to be haunted – at Sepat village in Sragen, Central Java. afp
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Runs  
  5 What father knows?
  9 Actor’s minimum wage
 14 “The Exotic Tangelo from 

Jamaica”
 15 Opera staple
 16 Detroit athlete
 17 Pfizer creation
 18 Ship’s post that secures cables
 19 Old anesthetic
 20 Remove, as a monarch
 22 Doesn’t proceed openly
 23 A number’s homophone
 24 Succumb to gravity
 26 Like some favorites
 29 Caterpillar roll ingredient
 30 Dell rival 
 34 Wept
 35 Tel ___
 36 Barely cooked
 37 Reusable bag
 38 Public row
 39 Vintners’ vessels
 40 Planning to vote no
 41 Thousandths of an inch

 42 Eyelashes
 43 “Trinity” author Uris
 44 Shoguns’ capital
 45 Goal-oriented activity
 46 Wrap your mind around
 48 Second-person pronoun
 49 Old Plymouth model
 52 Lose
 57 Word before “light” or “sound”
 58 Uncle ___ (rice brand)
 59 Friend in a fracas
 60 Shaped like a watermelon
 61 Double preposition
 62 Dissolute man
 63 Patently sentimental
 64 Above 
 65 Exercises one’s pupils
DOWN
  1 Director Apatow
  2 Fairy tale baddie
  3 Oversupply
  4 Pleasant excursion
  5 Dogfaced primate
  6 “___ go bragh!”
  7 Responsibility for home builders
  8 Rat-a-___
  9 Office employee of old

 10 Give details
 11 Eastern potentate
 12 Bulb used in cookery
 13 Is mistaken
 21 Cathedral cross
 22 Complete, as a crossword
 25 They’ll hold your horses
 26 Pertaining to base 8
 27 Talk in a monotonous voice
 28 “I think so too!”
 31 Make watertight, in a way
 32 A Muppet
 33 Put another way
 35 Some corrosives
 38 Window-washing flaw
 42 Cheep joint?
 45 Herb in the mint family
 47 Word to a marksman
 49 Some singing groups
 50 Edible seaweed
 51 What to do “in the name of love”
 53 “… and ___ the fire”
 54 Sunblock ingredient
 55 Mrs. Peacock’s game
 56 Potato parts
 58 Feathery garb

“SEE-LOCATE-QUOTE” 

Wednesday’s solution

Wednesday’s solution



INDIA captain Virat Kohli 
revealed on Tuesday how he 
“howled” through the night 
after being rejected by his state 
side before turning into the 
world’s leading batsman.

Kohli and his Bollywood 
actress wife Anushka Sharma 
spoke about their lives and 
careers in an online session 
with students on how to get 
motivated.

“The first time I was rejected 
in the state selections, I 
remember it was late at night 
and I just cried,” said the 
31-year-old cricket superstar.

“I howled till about three in 
the morning and I could not 
believe it,” he added.

“Because I scored well, eve-
rything was going perfectly for 
me. I performed till I reached 
that stage and I was rejected.

“And I kept asking my coach 
for two hours, why didn’t it hap-
pen? And I couldn’t make sense 
of it. But when there is passion 
and commitment, that motiva-
tion comes back to you.”

Kohli made his debut for 
home state Delhi in 2006 
before breaking into the 
national team two years later 
in a one-day international 
against Sri Lanka.

He has since  shattered records 
on the way to accumulating 
7,240 runs, including 27 centu-
ries and 22 fifties in 86 Tests.

His marriage to Sharma in 
2017 has added to the spotlight 
on him and Kohli credited his 
wife for improving his temper.

“To be honest the patience 
bit I have learnt ever since me 
and Anushka met each other. 
I was very impatient before,” 
said Kohli. The couple met in 
2013 when filming a shampoo 
advert.

“The learnings from one 
another that we have had, 
looking at her personality, 
looking at her composure in 
situations has really inspired 
me to fight it out.

“Even when things are 
tough you have to swallow 

your ego and keep being there 
in adversity, keep fighting 
your way out and eventually 
you will find a way.

“So that’s what I have seen 
her do and I have learnt from 
that.”

Kohli said he can now apply 
the attribute “where things are 
totally against you”.

“Sometimes you have to bat 
in a Test match for two hours 
for 20 runs but the team wants 
you do that. So you should be 
able to do that.” afp
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Showjumper 
reflects on life 
at home after 
Olympic delay
M

ArTIN Fuchs was 
dreaming of cel-
ebrating Olym-
pic showjumping 

gold on his grey gelding Cloo-
ney 51, soaking up the atmo-
sphere in the Japanese heat as 
the Swiss flag was raised.

Instead, the 27-year-old rid-
er, who competed in rio four 
years ago, has been forced to 
play a waiting game by the 
global coronavirus pandemic.

The European champion 
and world silver medallist 
began the year as world No1 
ahead of compatriot Steve 
Guerdat and was gunning for 
Olympic gold in Tokyo.

But Fuchs is confident that his 
horse will be up to the challenge 
at the postponed Games next 
year, and is enjoying aspects 
of the enforced break from his 
usual relentless schedule.

“It is obviously a disap-
pointment as I was very ex-
cited and looking forward to 
the Olympics this year,” he 
told AFp by phone from his 
stables in Wangi, Switzerland.

“But I think even next year 
Clooney will still be in a good 
shape as he won’t be doing 
much this year because there 
is not much happening.”

Fuchs hails from a family 
whose showjumping pedigree 
spans generations. 

His grandfather was a 
showjumper and his father, 
Thomas, and uncle both repre-
sented Switzerland at the Olym-
pics. His uncle, Markus Fuchs, 
won silver in the team event at 
the 2000 Sydney Games.

Fuchs said the postpone-
ment of events had meant a 
big upheaval but not to his 
routine at home, where he 
rides “four or five of his eight 
good horses daily”.

“We have our staff and 
grooms working,” he said. “My 
Dad mostly is still riding a lot or 
training and putting up fences. 
Not going to shows is not such 
a big difference to daily life.

“No shows, no dealing or 
trading going on but still same 
work going on, just there is no 
income anymore.”

As a result Fuchs, whose 
hunger for competition be-
gan aged seven competing on 
a pony called Cleopatra, says 
they have had to dig into their 
reserves.

“Definitely for us now it is a bit 
rougher as no prize money or 
trading,” he said. “But we man-
aged over the past years to put 
money aside so we can touch 
that now to pay for things.”

‘A step back’ 
Fuchs, who finished sixth 

in the team event and joint-

ninth in the individual com-
petition in rio in 2016, says 
spending time at home has 
been a rare joy.

Showjumping is at times a 
remorseless sport and at one 
point last year he spent 17 
successive weeks on the road.

“Times like this it is good 
to be open-minded and see 
other things apart from the 
horses,” he said.

“It is good to take a step back 
and  enjoy my time going for 
walks, reading a book or do-
ing a puzzle. It is an interesting 

time to think about other stuff.
“It is completely different to 

what one is normally used to.”
Despite the positive side 

of the enforced break, Fuchs 
hopes to return to some form 
of normality later in the year 
with the rolex Grand Slam of 
Showjumping in his sights af-
ter victory in Geneva.

To succeed he has to win 
the Spruce Meadows “Mas-
ters” in Canada in September 
and at Aachen in Germany, 
postponed from its original 
date to later in the year due to 

the Covid-19 crisis.
Winning the Grand Slam – 

victory at three consecutive 
majors – brings a €1 million 
($1.1 million) bonus on top of 
prize money.

But Fuchs’ task is tough – 
just one rider, Britain’s Scott 
Brash in 2015, has achieved 
the feat before.

“It would mean a lot to 
win the rolex Grand Slam 
by winning three of the ma-
jors,” he said. “They are the 
most prestigious events in 
our sport.” afp

Martin Fuchs celebrates after winning the individual final day at the European Jumping Championships in Rotterdam, the Netherlands. aNp/afp

India’s captain Virat Kohli plays a shot during a Test cricket match 
between New Zealand and India at the Hagley Oval in Christchurch. afp

Crystal Palace’s Zaire-born Belgian striker Christian Benteke controls the ball during the English Premier 
League football match between Everton and Crystal Palace at Goodison Park in Liverpool, England. afp

Star batsman Kohli cried 
all night after team snub

Crystal palace stakes claim as 
world’s oldest professional club
CrYSTAL palace have made an 
audacious claim to be consid-
ered the oldest league club in 
existence still playing profes-
sional football after new 
research appeared to show 
they were founded in 1861.

For decades Notts County, 
currently playing in England’s 
fifth-tier National League, 
have been regarded as the old-
est professional club following 
their foundation in 1862.

But author peter Manning, 
working on behalf of premier 
League side palace, has discov-
ered a link between the south 
Londoners, founded as a profes-
sional club in 1905, and a cricket 
and football club formed a year 

before County were born.
The research claims there is 

a direct connection between 
the two outfits through their 
ownership by the Crystal pal-
ace Company.

“Without the Crystal palace 
and the Crystal palace Com-
pany there would have been 
no Crystal palace Football 
Club,” said Manning. 

“It was always one club and 
always part of the Crystal pal-
ace Company’s business. As the 
founding of the football club 
dates back to 1861, it can claim 
to be the oldest professional 
league club in the world.”

palace chairman Steve parish 
said: “As a lifelong supporter of 

Crystal palace, it’s amazing that 
we have a legitimate claim to 
be the oldest professional 
league club still in existence, 
that we were in the very first FA 
meetings, and that our history 
dates all the way back to the 
Victorian cricketers of 1861 at 
the palace even involving the 
great WG Grace.”

Football’s authorities have 
yet to confirm or deny the 
validity of palace’s claim.

Sheffield FC, an amateur 
team who currently play in 
England’s Northern premier 
League South East division, are 
recognised by Fifa as the oldest 
club in the world after their 
foundation in 1857. afp
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r
OB Gronkowski has 
made a stunning re-
turn from retirement 
to be reunited with 

former New England patriots 
teammate Tom Brady at the 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers.

Hall of Fame shoo-in 
Gronkowski quit the NFl af-
ter playing a pivotal role in 
helping Brady and the patri-
ots win a record-tying sixth 
Super Bowl title against the 
los angeles rams last year.

The 30-year-old has often 
been linked to a return to the 
sport in the past year and had 
consistently refused to rule 
out ending his retirement for 
one last crack at the NFl.

Brady’s departure from the pa-
triots to Tampa Bay has appar-
ently persuaded the giant tight 
end to cut short his retirement.

Gronkowski still had one year 
left on his patriots contract. 
New England has agreed to 

trade Gronkowski for a fourth-
round pick in the 2020 draft.

Gronkowski’s agent Drew 
rosenhaus confirmed the 
deal to ESpN on Tuesday.

“pending the physical, rob 
has agreed to play for Tampa 
this season,” rosenhaus said. 
“He will honour his current 
contract at this time.”

in nine seasons in the NFl, 
Gronkowski established him-
self as one of the greatest tight 
ends of all time, catching 521 
passes for 7,861 yards and 79 
touchdowns.

He topped 1,000 receiving 
yards in 2011, 2014, 2015 and 
2017 and made four pro Bowls 
while establishing himself as 
one of Brady’s most trustwor-
thy targets.

The patriots badly missed 
Gronkowski’s presence last sea-
son, with an unconvincing of-
fence exiting in the team’s wild-
card defeat to Tennessee. AFP

WOrlD No1 rory Mcilroy 
on Tuesday added his voice 
to the chorus of players op-
posed to the idea of playing 
this year’s ryder Cup without 
spectators.

With the global golf season in 
chaos due to the coronavirus 
pandemic, the game’s admin-
istrators are running through 
a range of possible scenarios 
as they attempt to plot a path 
back to competition.

For organisers of the ryder 
Cup, which is due to take 
place at Whistling Straits, 
Wisconsin from Septem-
ber 25-27, that has included 
studying whether the tourna-
ment could be played without 
people in attendance.

pGa CEO Seth Waugh re-
vealed earlier this week that 

officials had looked at the 
possibility of creating a “vir-
tual fan experience” for the 
fiercely competitive team 
clash between Europe and 
the US.

Waugh however acknowl-
edged that a ryder Cup with-
out spectators was “hard to 
imagine”, noting they were 
an integral part of the rau-
cous and often febrile golfing 
spectacle.

Mcilroy, speaking during an 
instagram live event for spon-
sor TaylorMade, said he would 
rather see this year’s event de-
layed for a year than played 
before empty galleries.

“i have a pretty strong view 
on this. i get the financial im-
plications for everyone in-
volved – there’s a lot that goes 

into putting on the ryder Cup 
that people don’t probably 
know or appreciate – but hav-
ing a ryder Cup without fans is 
not a ryder Cup,” Mcilroy said.

“For me i would much rather 
they delay it until 2021 than play 
it at Whistling Straits without 
fans. and that’s from a Europe-
an going to america, knowing 
that i’m going to get abuse!

“Obviously it would be bet-
ter for Europeans to play with-
out fans because we wouldn’t 
have to deal with some of the 
stuff that you e to put up with 
– but at the same time it’s not 
a ryder Cup.

“it wouldn’t be a great spec-
tacle, there’d be no atmo-
sphere, so if it came to wheth-
er they had to choose between 
not playing the ryder Cup 

or playing it without fans, i 
would say just delay it for a 
year and play it in 2021.”

Mcilroy added that a year’s 
delay would also work in fa-
vour of 2022 ryder Cup hosts 
italy, one of the worst affected 
countries from the coronavi-
rus outbreak.

“if they do delay it until 
2021, the next ryder Cup is 
supposed to be in italy, and 
we know how badly affected 
italy was by coronavirus, so 
it gives that country an extra 
year to prepare for the ryder 
Cup in 2023 instead of 2022,” 
Mcilroy said. 

“This is only one opinion 
but if we have to play the 
ryder Cup behind closed 
doors this year, i’d rather just 
delay it.” AFP

CHESS legends including 
russia’s Garry Kasparov and 
Vladimir Kramnik will take 
part in a new online world 
team tournament next month 
as the game makes moves to 
carry on despite the global 
coronavirus shutdown.

Six teams will compete in 
the Online Nations Cup from 
May 5-10 with former world 
champion Viswanathan 
anand representing india.

“This epoch-making battle 
draws some similarities with 
golf’s ryder Cup, or with the 
1970 ‘USSr vs rest of the 
World’ chess match-up that 

made headlines in Bobby 
Fischer’s heyday,” the game’s 
world governing body FiDE 
said, announcing the event.

“But the new ‘match of the 
century’ will be more global, 
entirely online, and also gen-
der-inclusive, since the team 
line-ups must include at least 
one female player.”

Chess remains one of the 
few games continuing, albeit 
only online, after the corona-
virus pandemic wrecked the 
2020 global sports calendar, 
including the Tokyo Olympics 
which has been postponed 
until next year.

The Candidates tournament 
had to be halted midway in 
March while the Chess Olympi-
ad, which was supposed to take 
place in russia this summer, 
has been postponed to 2021.

“This is a unique event that 
will combine competitive 
chess at the highest level, with 
a top-notch online spectacle”, 
said FiDE president arkady 
Dvorkovich.

“The reasons why an official 
tournament like this has to be 
conducted online are very un-
fortunate. But we are happy to 
see that chess is providing sol-
ace to millions of people who 

are under a home lockdown.”
The event, co-organised by 

FiDE and the leading chess-
playing platform Chess.com, is 
expected to feature teams com-
prising top players from China, 
india, russia, the US, Europe 
and the “rest of the World”.

The games will be played 
in a rapid format, where each 
player has 25 minutes on the 
clock and gets 10 seconds 
added after each move.

players will be under super-
vision to ensure they are not 
computer-aided with a FiDE-
affiliated arbiter observing via 
video conference call. AFP

Gronk unites 
with QB Tom 
Brady at Bucs

Mcilroy comes out against spectator-less ryder Cup

Chess legends to hold Online Nations Cup

Former Patriots tight end Rob Gronkowski (left) is coming out of retirement to join his former quarterback Tom Brady in Tampa Bay. getty ImAges/AFP

World No1 Rory McIlroy is opposed to the idea of playing the Ryder Cup 
this year. getty ImAges/AFP

Russian chess legend Gary Kasparov (left) will take part in the 
tournament, which has been organised by FIDE and Chess.com. AFP
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