
Friday,  april  24,  2020 4000 riEl

Is
su

e 
N

u
M

Be
R 

34
07

Intelligent . In-depth . Independent www.phnompenhpost.com

Is there light at the 
end of the tunnel?

Long Kimmarita

IN ITS initial Covid-19 testing, the 
Ministry of Health said it had taken 
samples from 94 workers who were 
quarantined after taking time off dur-
ing Khmer New Year.

They are among the roughly 15,000 
workers who are subject to mandatory 
quarantine administered by the Minis-
try of Labour and Vocational Training.

Ministry of Health spokesperson 

Ly Sovann told The Post on Thursday 
that the 94 workers’ samples it had 
received from the labour ministry 
on Thursday tested negative. 

“We have tested 94 samples as of 2pm 
on Thursday, and all were negative,” he 
said, adding that testing is ongoing.  

In its daily press bulletin, the la-
bour ministry said from April 20-23, 
a total of 2,850 workers had gone 
through health checks at 10 quaran-
tine centres in Phnom Penh – 1,018 

on Monday, 1,221 on Tuesday, 516 
on Wednesday and 95 on Thursday.

Labour ministry spokesperson Heng 
Sour told The Post on Thursday that 
workers suspected of having contracted 
the virus were required to isolate them-
selves at Quarantine Centre 2 (QC2).

All the samples were to be sent 
to Institut Pasteur du Cambodge 
for testing. If the results came out 
negative, they would be allowed to 
leave the centre, he said.

“As mentioned in the press release, 
if they are allowed to leave the quar-
antine centre, it means their tests 
have returned as negative,” he said.

San Laos, a factory worker who 
was isolated at Quarantine Centre 
1 (QC1) in Hun Sen Champuvorn 
High School in Phnom Penh’s Por 
Sen Chey district, said she was al-
lowed to return home on Tuesday 

Quarantined workers test negative

ContInued – page 2

US expert 
removed for  
‘opposing’ 
chloroquine
THE head of the US agency in 
charge of developing a vaccine 
against the new coronavirus said 
on Wednesday that he was removed 
from his job for opposing the chlo-
roquine treatment promoted by 
President Donald Trump.

Dr Rick Bright said he was 
removed on Tuesday as director of 
the Biomedical Advanced Research 
and Development Authority 
(BARDA), the government agency 
for developing and procuring 
treatments and vaccines, and 
moved to a lesser position in the 
National Institutes of Health.

“I believe this transfer was in 
response to my insistence that the 
government invest the billions of 
dollars allocated by Congress to 
address the Covid-19 pandemic 
into safe and scientifically vetted 
solutions, and not in drugs, vac-
cines and other technologies that 
lack scientific merit,” he said in a 
statement to US media.

He said the move was a direct 
response to his resistance to “mis-
guided directives” to support the 
use of malaria treatments chloro-
quine and hydroxychloroquine for 
coronavirus. Those treatments, he 
said, were “promoted by the 
administration as a panacea”, but 
“clearly lack scientific merit”.

“While I am prepared to look at 
all options and to think ‘outside 
the box’ for effective treatments, I 
rightly resisted efforts to provide 
an unproven drug on demand to 
the American public.”

Since mid-March Trump, 
backed by the conservative Fox 
News channel, has advocated for 
the use of chloroquine to treat 
Covid-19 infections, with scant 
evidence from studies of its safe-
ty or effectiveness.

Despite his own science advisers 
suggesting more study is needed, 
Trump repeatedly pushed for the 
drugs’ use, claiming the treatment 
could be a “gift from God” to coun-
ter the coronavirus pandemic.

On Tuesday the results of the 
largest study yet of hydroxychloro-
quine, funded by the US govern-
ment, showed no benefit against 
the disease over standard care.

And in fact it showed use of 
hydroxychloroquine was associ-
ated with more deaths.

Bright said he would ask the 
inspector general of the Department 
of Health and Human Services to 
investigate the Trump administra-
tion’s politicisation of BARDA and its 
pressuring scientists to favor firms 
with political connections. AFP

High and dry
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Hin Pisei

AS MUCH of the world grapples with 
the Covid-19 pandemic with global 
trade and economies paralysed, 77 
new factories have launched opera-
tions in the Kingdom, while only six 
have shut down.

And in the first quarter of this year, the 
total number of factories registering 
with the Ministry of Industry, Science, 
Technology and Innovation has reached 

1,801, a senior ministry official said.
Speaking at a news briefing in 

Phnom Penh on Thursday, the minis-
try’s secretary of state Heng Sokkong 
attributed the growth to the govern-
ment’s “attractively open policies” and 
sufficient supply of raw materials.

He said while the six factories’ clo-
sure had put 6,052 workers out of 
jobs, the new factories are expected 
to create 27,909 new ones. 

As of late March, he said, there were 

a total of 1,801 factories operating 
throughout the Kingdom. They 
accounted for 1,063,031 jobs.

“The growth brings about national 
pride as the rest of the world is strug-
gling with Covid-19,” Sokkong said. 

However, he said the number did 
not include factories that had filed 
for suspension of their operations 
due to the covid-19 pandemic.

Sokkong pointed out that Cambodia 
had not faced a serious shortage of raw 

material supplies from other counties.
“This is a golden opportunity for 

Cambodia. After the Covid-19 ends, 
there will be more orders [of gar-
ments] from Cambodia,” he said.

Garment Manufacturers Associa-
tion in Cambodia (GMAC) secretary-
general Ken Loo said his association 
registered five new members in  
the first quarter of this year. 

Kingdom pulls factories

ContInued – page 6



Ministry sets 
up secretariat 
to oversee
reformation
programmes

THE Ministry of Agri-
culture, Forestry and 
Fisheries has estab-

lished a new secretariat to 
help facilitate and strength-
en the decentralisation of 
reform programmes.

The secretariat will help 
the ministry arrange action 
plans and plan annual bud-
gets in support of decentral-
ising the agricultural sector. 
The decision was signed by 
Minister Veng Sakhon. 

Kuy Marindy, the minis-
try’s secretary of state was 
appointed director of the 
secretariat, while 18 other 
sub-directors and members 
were also appointed.

The secretariat will work 
with other ministries, 
institutions, development 
partners and civil society 
organisations in the private 
sector.

Ministry spokesman Srey 
Vuthy said it has never be-
fore had its own secretariat. 
The decision to create the 
secretariat was made by the 
ministry and the National 
Committee for Sub-National 
Democratic Development 
(NCDD), he said. Voun Dara

Ry Sochan

THE Ministry of Environment 
is preparing to create a com-
munity fair to contribute to 
improving the living standards 
of communities and efficiently 

conserve natural resources.
However, environmental 

activists say the project is not 
efficient enough to prevent il-
legal logging.

The ministry announced on 
Wednesday that the project 

could start by mid-year with 
initial pilot projects in local 
communities in 17 naturally 
protected areas in Kampong 
Thom province.

Ministry secretary of state 
and spokesperson Neth 
Pheaktra declined to clari-
fy the details on Thursday, 
pointing instead to the infor-
mation posted on the minis-
try’s Facebook page.

It quoted Mom Thany, an-
other secretary of state at the 
ministry speaking at the proj-
ect team meeting.

He said: “The community 
exhibition project is really es-
sential in helping improve the 
livelihoods of the local people 
and strengthening coopera-
tion with all relevant stake-
holders in natural resource 
management, the preserva-
tion of biodiversity, traditions, 
beliefs, and religions of the in-
digenous people as well.”

She encouraged the project 
team to cooperate with rele-
vant partners to build a project 
that ensures the sustainable 
livelihoods of the people in 
selected areas while managing 
natural resources efficiently.

The ministry’s community 
department deputy director 
Seng Soth said at the meeting 
that the community fair idea 
began with the project team 
observing and gathering infor-
mation from the community, 
compiling its potential needs, 
providing it with professional 

training and encouraging it to 
create achievements and jobs 
and offer products for sale at 
the annual exhibitions. 

Environmental activist and 
manager of the Cambodian 
Youth Network’s research and 
advocacy programme Sar Mory 
told The Post on Thursday that 
the community livelihood im-
provement project is important 
for members of the forest com-
munities or members of the 
protected forest communities 
to directly help them live better 
lives and stop logging.

He said very few people that 
live in the actual forest areas 
log for business, but those 
who do so are mostly from 
outside villages or far-away 
provinces. This community 
livelihood improvement 

project is only helping with a 
small part, but it cannot elim-
inate logging completely.

“This measure is good as it 
contributes to improving living 
standards, but I don’t think it’s 
efficient in preventing logging. 
As long as law enforcement 
is still loose and not strictly 
practised and measures are 
not taken against merchants 
that buy the wood, the export 
of wood to other countries will 
continue,” Mory said.

He said if the government 
does not block the export of 
wood to other countries, wood 
merchants and all illegal tim-
ber dealers will still operate 
and forest crimes in Cambodia 
will not decrease despite hav-
ing the community livelihood 
improvement project.

Forest community pilot projects to be launched

Sweden, UN extend climate funding
Long Kimmarita

S
WEDEN and the UN 
Development Pro-
gramme (UNDP) 
co-signed a new 

contribution agreement for 
$3.34 million to extend a pro-
gramme in support of the 
Cambodia Climate Change 
Alliance (CCCA).

A UNDP press release on 
April 23 said the CCCA-3 pro-
gramme for the 2020-2022 
period will provide crucial 
support for charting a growth 
path that is sustainable, re-
silient, and benefits the most 
vulnerable in society.

“The CCCA is a flagship cli-
mate change programme in 
Cambodia, implemented by 
the UNDP and the National 
Council for Sustainable De-
velopment (NCSD).

“This programme has part-
nered with the Royal Govern-
ment, NGOs, academia and 
the private sector to respond 
to climate change challenges 
in Cambodia since 2009, with 
continuous financial support 
from Sweden, the EU and 
the UNDP. The programme 
is now entering into its third 
phase (CCCA-3),” the press 
release said.

According to the UNDP, the 
CCCA grant programme pro-
vides opportunities for doz-
ens of government institu-
tions, NGOs, universities and 
private sector partners to test 
climate change adaptation 
and mitigation approaches, 
and leverage financing for 
successful initiatives.

Over these past 10 years, 

climate change action has 
become a central component 
of Cambodia’s development 
strategy. CCCA supported the 
integration of adaptation and 
mitigation targets in the Na-
tional Strategic Development 
Plan, in budget policies, and 
in key sector programmes.

UNDP resident representa-
tive in Cambodia Nick Beres-
ford said as the world faces the 
full onslaught of the coronavi-
rus pandemic, it is important 
to make sure our investments 
help create a cleaner, safer 

world for all citizens.
“We can use the opportu-

nities available in times of 
crisis to enable government 
investment to increase cli-
mate resilience and promote 
environmentally-friendly and 
also private sector investment 
that think about the environ-
ment and resilience,” he said.

Sweden’s Ambassador to 
Cambodia Björn Häggmark, 
said in this third and new 
phase, the Swedish support 
– combined with a contri-
bution of €6 million ($6.5 

million) from the EU signed 
last year, and $500,000 from 
UNDP – will focus on deep-
ening climate action in five 
key sectors.

Those key sectors are en-
ergy, public works and trans-
port, rural development, 
environment and education, 
said Haggmark. 

“Climate change is an ex-
istential threat and requires 
speedy, ambitious measures. 
The CCCA programme al-
lows a wide range of key ac-
tors in Cambodia to do more 

to protect the environment, 
mitigate the effects of cli-
mate change and strengthen 
implementation of the Paris 
Agreement,” he said.

He said that CCCA-3 also 
includes a grant facility for 
innovative climate change 
adaptation and mitigation 
projects, technical assis-
tance to the NCSD for the 
overall coordination of the 
climate change response, 
and research partnerships to 
strengthen the availability of 
data and knowledge on cli-
mate change in Cambodia.

Beresford said the Cambo-
dia Climate Change Alliance 
programme has helped the 
government to move the cli-
mate crisis from a side issue 
to a central concern for the 
government as a whole.

The Ministry of Economy 
and Finance’s work with 
CCCA showed economic 
growth would be lower by up 
to 10 per cent by 2050 unless 
decisive action on adaptation 
is taken now.

“While preventive mea-
sures in relation to the Covid-
19 pandemic have had an 
impact on our ability to travel 
to the field or hold meetings, 
we are able to make progress 
through online and remote 
working arrangements with 
our various partners.

“We keep providing policy 
support to the government. 
We are setting up research 
partnerships with academic 
institutions and working on 
the development of a new 
batch of innovation grants,” 
he said.

Sweden and the UN Development Programme (UNDP) co-signed an agreement which will provide crucial 
support to the Cambodia Climate Change Alliance (CCCA). hong menea

The Ministry of Environment will create a community fair to ensure the 
efficient conservation of natural resources. ministry of enVironment

‘No rest in 
Covid-19 
campaign’
Continued from page 1

after testing negative.
She said because her health 

condition was normal, she 
was not required to take fur-
ther tests.  

“I stayed at QC1 for one 
night and two days. Food and 
accommodation were good. 
Six people shared a room and 
returned home on the same 
day after testing negative,” 
she said.

Dr Hen Pheareak, an expert 
in respiratory tract infections, 
told The Post on Thursday that 
keeping workers in quarantine 
was the right measure against 
community infections. He ex-
pressed hope that the govern-
ment would continue with it.

“Containing Covid-19 at 
this stage is a matter of pride. 
A number of patients have re-
covered. None have died. But 
we must not be complacent 
and relent in our fight against 
it because the virus spreads 
from person to person.

“The virus is also known to mu-
tate, so we are not sure whether 
it can be stopped,” he said.

Pheareak said while Cam-
bodia was yet to have the law 
on a state of emergency, the 
government should continue 
imposing a ban on mass gath-
ering and appeal to the peo-
ple to be vigilant and practice 
high standards of hygiene. 

If Cambodia has a second 
outbreak, the results could be 
beyond expectations, he said.
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The Ministry of Education, Youth and Sport teamed up with JICA to develop the free Think! Think! app to 
offer online lessons to students. ministry of education, youtH and sPort

Forestry crimes rise in Sorng 
rukhavoan Wildlife Sanctuary
Khouth Sophak Chakrya

a GrOUp led by Sorng 
rukhavoan committee mem-
bers claim that forestry offenc-
es in the Sorng rukhavoan 
Wildlife Sanctuary continue to 
occur and called on local 
authorities to help protect and 
prevent crimes in the area.

While patrolling the forest at 
phnom Svay and phnom Krol 
in the wildlife sanctuary located 
in lomtong commune, anlong 
Veng district, Oddar Meanchey 
province, the chief of the Sorng 
rukhavoan committee, the 
venerable Bun Saluth told The 
Post on Wednesday that for-
estry offences are on the rise.

“after patrolling the forest for 
one week, my team found five 
wild animals had died from elec-
tric shock devices in the area. 
The carcasses were only skin and 
bones. My team also found 
around 40 new trees that were 

cut and a hand saw that was hid-
den in the area,” he said.

This month the committee 
found a rabbit, four deer, 300 
ropes and 3,000m of rope 
connected to three electric 
shock machines.

He called on all individuals 
and citizens to help protect and 
prevent forestry wrongdoings 
against wild animals for the 
benefit of the public. 

Sorng rukhavoan Wildlife 
Sanctuary is a region in the north-
ern part of Cambodia that has the 
greatest number of wild animals, 
especially rare and endangered 
species, including rabbits, tigers, 
and other animals.

provincial Department of 
Environment director phuong 
lina told The Post on Wednesday 
that he got news of the dead ani-
mals from forest rangers who 
patrolled the forest with the 
Sorng rukhavoan committee. 

“The 30 to 40 felled trees found 

by the committee were not a new 
case. Our authorities had already 
investigated and retrieved 20 ox 
carts from the area a week ago, 
and the case has already been 
sent to court,” he said. 

Three days ago, forest rangers 
from the Oddar Meanchey pro-
vincial Department of Environ-
ment, working in collaboration 
with the phnom rong Dek for-
est rangers patrolled the forest 
and found one ox cart deliver-
ing timber in phnom Krol, 
lomtong commune, anlong 
Veng district, he added. 

Meanwhile, lina is building 
two towers and one more office 
in the Sorng rukhavoan Wild-
life Sanctuary to strengthen 
security and help patrol against 
animal crimes. The towers are 
60 per cent complete. The new 
office is located in the andong 
area, which is 10km from the 
phnom rong Dek environment 
office, he added.

Soth Koemsoeun

a GrOUp of 53 families in 
anlong pring village, Chhean 
loeung commune, Samaki 
Meanchey district, Kampong 
Chhnang province, have ac-
cused Seu Mao, the owner of a 
fish farm, of discharging waste-
water into a public canal.

On Wednesday, they re-
quested the authorities help 
solve the matter. Mao has de-
nied the accusation.

One of the protesters, Chea 
Samath, 46, said on Thursday 
that Mao owned the farm in 
question.

Samath said Mao chan-
nelled wastewater from the 
farm into the 2ha canal, af-
fecting the 53 families living 
along the water’s edge.

She further said the fami-
lies had previously requested 
authorities to intervene, but 
she doubted if the health and 
environmental impacts of the 
wastewater was enough mo-
tivation for them to put a stop 
to the practice.

“Every time specialists ar-
rived to inspect the area, 
Mao stopped discharging the 
wastewater into the canal. 
When the specialists left, Mao 
resumed the practice, so the 
inspections aren’t working 
well on the matter.

“The canal is long and 53 
families living alongside it have 
been affected by [the wastewa-
ter]. The canal sprawls to three 
other communes as well, but 
the wastewater doesn’t affect 
residents there because they 

don’t live near it,” she said.
another villager protest-

ing Mao’s alleged actions, Y 
phalla, 52, confirmed that au-
thorities have been asked to 
intervene in the past.

He hopes to be able to use 
the canal again once it’s no 
longer contaminated by waste-
water. He said the canal started 
smelling foul more than two 
years ago, and people and cat-
tle have been affected.

“The water coming out from 
the farm smells bad and we 
no longer use the canal be-
cause it also smells bad and 
carries viruses and chemicals. 
i’m requesting the authorities 
to please act to address the 
situation,” he said.

Village chief ros Khom said 
on Thursday the farm sits on 
7ha of land, and that Mao owns 
seven ponds and has always 
discharged his wastewater into 
the canal, which runs through 
the middle of the village.

“i told Mao on several oc-
casions about the negative 
impacts of his actions. But he 
doesn’t listen to my words or 
the commune or district au-
thorities.

“He still turns a deaf ear to 
their instructions. We want 
him to build a separate pond to 
store the wastewater,” he said.

Mao admitted to The Post 
on Thursday that in 2017, he 
discharged wastewater into 
the canal. But, he said, within 
the last two years, he stopped 
because he dug a pond on his 
farm to hold it.

He said wastewater in the ca-

nal had been discharged from 
chicken and fish farms in Kam-
pong Speu province, which 
borders Kampong Chhnang.

“it is the dry season, so i don’t 
have water to be discharged. i 
don’t discharge wastewater 
into the pond [canal] either. 
if heavy rains overflow my 
pond, i can’t stop the flow of 
wastewater. But i would never 
discharge wastewater into the 
canal on purpose.

“i ask the residents to thor-
oughly examine the root 
cause. Don’t accuse my farm 
of wrongdoing. The authori-
ties have inspected my farm 
before and they haven’t found 
any problems,” he said.

Commune chief pol Chan 
said on Thursday that Mao 
had been discharging waste-
water into the canal for sev-
eral years before he stopped 
over the past few years.

The authorities don’t allow 
him to discharge wastewater 
during the dry season be-
cause there is a shortage of 
water, he said.

He said after the residents 
made their claims, he called 
Mao in to discuss the mat-
ter. Mao promised to stop 
discharging wastewater from 
his farm and he dug a pond to 
store it instead.

“The wastewater in the ca-
nal is a mixture of the remain-
ing water from the rainy sea-
son and fresh rains. But the 
farm’s owner no longer dis-
charges wastewater into the 
canal. We are addressing the 
bad smells,” he said.

protest over smelly canal

Ministry, JiCa app 
for online learning
Voun Dara

T
HE Ministry of Edu-
cation, Youth and 
Sport and the Japa-
nese international 

Cooperation agency (JiCa) 
have collaborated to offer free 
online lessons called “Think! 
Think!” – an app that was 
launched on Wednesday to 
help children study online.

The app launch took place 
in the presence of Minister 
Hang Chuon Naron and JiCa 
Cambodia senior represen-
tative Junichi Murata at the 
ministry.

“Think! Think! is a good 
learning tool to improve iQ, 
deep thinking and social skills. 
Students can enjoy learning 
with family at home,” Chuon 
Naron said.

He said the free online les-
sons were initially available 
on the ministry’s page and 
the Krou Cambodia commu-
nity college. The lessons take 
place three days a week – on 
Mondays, Wednesdays and 

Fridays from 5pm to 5:30pm.
He highlighted that the les-

sons included some 15,000 
puzzles and games for chil-
dren to learn.

The programme had helped 
more children, especially 
those who do not have the 
privilege of having an excel-
lent internet connection at 
home because the ministry 
plans to air lessons on Decho 
TV starting soon.

Ministry spokesman ros 
Soveacha confirmed on 
Thursday that the programme 
had provided the opportunity 
for students in grades 1-6 to 
enhance their thinking and 
mathematics capacity.

“The study programme 
is being broadcast on Krou 
Cambodia’s Facebook page,” 
he said.

The programme, he said, 
has provided benefits to chil-
dren such as critical thinking 
skills, logical thinking skills, 
essential skills, problem-solv-
ing skills, and independent 
learning skills.

Concerning the closing of 
schools in the Kingdom due 
to the Covid-19 pandemic, 
the ministry issued a notice 
on april 20 that it is collabo-
rating with the Ministry of 
Environment to produce and 
air distance learning and e-
learning programmes.

Through the programmes, 
the ministry had broadcast 
teaching videos at all levels 
on TVK2 as well as relayed 
them to 55 cable channels in 
the capital and provinces, the 
existing digital education fo-
rums of the Ministry of Edu-
cation and also the Ministry 
of information app.

The notice said the TV pro-
grammes are for students, 
especially those in the coun-
tryside, who don’t have smart-
phones or have difficulty ac-
cessing the internet.

The Ministry of Educa-
tion confirmed that these 
TV channels will broadcast 
teaching videos for students 
at all levels from 8am to 12pm 
every day.
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Khorn Savi

a CaMpaiGN by environmental and 
human rights groups calling on the 
government to shut down sawmills 
across the country to stop Cambo-
dia’s latest deforestation has reached 
the second stage. 

The campaign is being conducted 
in three stages. The first stage in-
volved a Facebook campaign from 
april 1 to 10, calling on people to 
join in the protection of forests.

The second stage involves travel-
ling by vehicles across the four prov-
inces of prey lang from april 22 to 
27. The third is a road trip campaign 
across the country where forest ar-
eas are allegedly being destroyed.

president of the Cambodian Youth 
Network (CYN) Tim Malay told The 
Post on Thursday that the second 
stage of the campaign has been or-
ganised with many activities besides 
just the vehicle campaign.

There are also photos posted to 
raise awareness of deforestation and 
young people have been invited to 
speak at the forest protection talks.

“in this campaign, we also want to 
commemorate Chut Wutty’s death 
eight years ago and remember his 
heroism, as well as tell young peo-
ple to love the forest and natural re-
sources,” Malay said.

Wutty was a Cambodian environ-
mental activist who was founder and 
director of the Natural resource pro-
tection Group.

He said for the third stage, there 
will be a series of activities focused 
on telling the truth about deforesta-

tion in Cambodia, and groups may 
submit documents or images to 
the government institutions on the 
deforestation of prey lang and the 
smuggling of timber from Cambo-
dia for sale abroad.

Malay said the evidence was in re-
sponse to the government and wheth-
er it still alleged that the barring of 
activists and communities from prey 
lang was made without clear evi-
dence.

The ministry’s secretary of state 
and spokesman Neth pheaktra said 
that the ministry supports NGOs 
and associations that are properly 
registered in accordance with the 
law and honestly take part in biodi-
versity conservation in Cambodia.

“it’s their right to organise any 
campaign or activity, but are their 
actions legitimate? The name of any 
NGO or association must be proper-
ly registered. We can’t have anarchy 
and malicious intent in the protect-
ed areas,” he said.

pheaktra said his ministry would 
take legal action against prey lang 
Community Networks (plCN) or 
organisations if they still opposed 
the ministry’s statement, which in-
structs community networks not to 
patrol in the prey lang area without 
agreeing with the ministry in ad-
vance.

Khut Soeurm, a plCN member in 
preah Vihear province told The Post 
on Thursday that on Friday, two vil-
lagers in the ruosroan and reabroy 
communes of rovieng district will 
participate in a motorbike cam-
paign.

Kim Sarom

THE Bak Kheng commune po-
lice officer who shot and killed 
his brother-in-law earlier this 
month in Chroy Changvar dis-
trict was questioned by Kandal 
provincial police on Thursday 
after being transferred from 
Stung Treng, the province 
where he had escaped to.

The suspect allegedly com-
mitted the murder on april 15 
at Koh Oknha Tei commune, 
Khsach Kandal district.

Kandal provincial deputy 
police chief roeun Nara told 
The Post on Thursday that the 
35-year-old, who is a military 
police officer, was questioned 
for murder and sent to the 
Kandal provincial court.

The suspect was detained 
on Wednesday and he led 
Kandal provincial authorities 
to recover the pistol he used 
to shoot the victim, which 
was hidden in Siem reap.

The K59 model pistol, a Viet-
namese copy of the russian 
Makarov, is a semi-automatic. 
“There were five bullets in it,” 
Nara said. “He hid it in a pool be-
fore he escaped to Stung Treng.”

Stung Treng deputy police 
chief Horm Bunthel said be-
fore the suspect was detained 
on Tuesday, authorities from 
the national police and the 
Kandal provincial police of-
fice reported that the suspect 
was hiding in his province. 

“Kandal authorities and the 
Ministry of interior worked in 
collaboration with me. They 

had investigated for several 
days already and we detained 
the suspect,” Bunthel said. 

Hor Vuthy, chief of the mi-
nor crimes bureau for the 
Stung Treng provincial police 
commissioner’s office said 
on Thursday that joint police 
forces detained him around 
3:40pm in a villager’s cashew 
farm in anlong Chrey com-
mune, Thala Barivat district.

The suspect knew the own-
er of the farm but they are not 
relatives. The suspect has a 
friend in Siem reap and he 
recommended the suspect to 
the farm owner.

“The suspect came to the 
cashew farm to hide from the 
authorities. in the operation, 
working in collaboration with 
joint task forces, it took six 
hours to find and arrest the 
suspect,” he said.

a short video clip taken by 
the police shows the suspect 
confessing: “i shot the victim 
only once and it was not in-
tentional. i kept the gun in the 
pool in a house that sells gas.” 

The suspect allegedly had 
a dispute with his wife and 
pointed the pistol at her but 
the victim came to stop him, 
according to Kandal provincial 
police office’s Facebook page. 

“Why point the pistol at 
your wife?” the victim ap-
parently asked. The suspect 
then pointed the gun to the 
victim’s throat and fired. The 
victim died at the scene. The 
dispute happened because 
the suspect was jealous.

preservation fight in 
prey lang forges on

policeman admits to 
killing brother-in-law

Farmer ploughs into shells
Khouth Sophak Chakrya

F
iFTY-EiGHT 105mm artil-
lery shells were removed 
from a cornfield by the Cam-
bodian Mine action Centre 

(CMaC) in Battambang province on 
Wednesday.

Kamrieng district police chief 
Koem ponlork told The Post on 
Thursday that at 10am a 66-year-old 
resident living in lumphat village, 
O’Da commune, Kamrieng district, 
requested assistance from CMaC 
officials to check and excavate the 
shells from a hole in his cornfield.

“in that field, our authorities 
found three pieces of 105 mm artil-
lery shells coming out of the ground 
on a tractor plough patch. Nearby, 
specialists found another shell hole 
in the field, bringing the total to 58 
artillery shells that were found,” 
ponlork said.

The owner of the field, Chhun 
Hoeub, told The Post he was in a state 
of shock and panic when his plough 
tractor unearthed three shells, al-
though it didn’t cause an explosion.

“Just seeing the three shells pop out 
of the ground on the tractor plough 
patch, i was terrified and stopped 
the tractor and ran away because i 
was afraid it would explode.

“i am still terrified because it was 
not only three shells, but the CMaC 
team found 55 more buried in the 
ground beneath the three shells,” 
Hoeub said.

He said the artillery shells had 
been taken by CMaC officials to safe 
locations.

also on Wednesday, in Kratie prov-
ince’s Chhlong district, while fishing 
with a net at Balaing village, Damrei 

phung commune, a fisherman called 
on villagers to help pull their nets, 
believing there was a huge fish.

When the villagers pulled the net 
to the side, they saw a huge cluster 
of bombs, which surprised them 
and the authorities, according to lo-
cal police officials.

District police Chief Chhong Toran 
told The Post that at first, the police 
team was shocked that the bomb was 
so big. He said it was unprecedented.

“We immediately contacted CMaC 
to inspect the shell and the special-
ist said it was a cluster bomb [CBU-
46/a],” he said.

He said the cluster bomb had been 
taken by CMaC officials to a safe lo-
cation.

CMaC director-general Heng ra-
tana told The Post on Thursday that 
according to the technical specifica-
tions, cluster bombs can weigh up 
to 340kg and have a length of 3.22m 
and a width of 401mm.

They are dropped from jets and 
inside the body is a cluster of 444 
bombs, each weighing 500g, which 
are smaller sub-munitions that are 
ejected and scattered.

“This type of cluster bomb is an 
american product,” he said.

CMAC officials removed 58 artillery shells from a cornfield in Battambang province on 
Wednesday. CMAC
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With invictus 
international 
School Phnom 
Penh receiving 

official certification from the 
Ministry of Education, Youth 
and Sport this week, the Sin-
gapore-based learning institute 
has announced an incredible 
opening offer. 

invictus is offering a special 
promotion for the first 100 stu-
dents enrolling from now until 
August 31, with two academic 
years – 2020-21 and 2021-22 
– available for only $5,000 per 
year. the offer reflects invictus’ 
commitment to accessible 
education, with quality learn-
ing available over four terms 
normally available for $8,000 
a year.

“invictus is pleased to an-
nounce this auspicious opening 
offer to our pioneer students in 
these economically challenging 
times. At the heart of invictus, 
we strive to provide the best 
education at accessible fees, 
and we feel this is the right 
way to start,” said John Fearon, 
founder and executive director 
of invictus international.

the school is bringing to 
Phnom Penh the same success-
ful model of premium educa-
tion at an accessible price, with 
registration now open.

invictus is also ventur-
ing into the “virtual campus” 
concept – www.invictus.family 
– to offer full-time home-based 
learning to students worldwide. 
this is the first virtual campus 
by the international school, 
after establishing three physical 
campuses in Singapore and two 
in hong Kong, with the latest 
now in Phnom Penh.  

Experienced teachers from 
invictus international School 
campuses will conduct the 
invictus Family interactive 
virtual classes following a 
structured timetable, just like  
a physical school. 

invictus Family will be of-
fering full-time virtual classes 
from Grades 1 to 6 starting 
April 27 this year, with the 

possibility of secondary grades 
being added in August. 

For those wishing to sign 
up for the virtual campus 
full-time, invictus has further 
reduced its already accessible 
school fees to $4,000 per year. 
there is a one-time $1,000 
enrolment fee. 

the school principal 
expressed his excitement at 
joining invictus international 
School in Phnom Penh.

“i am very excited to be 
joining invictus in Phnom Penh 
and to have the opportunity to 
share my 18 years of teaching 
experience, which includes 12 
years working in international 

schools around the world. 
“invictus has been working 

hard to create a stimulating 
environment that includes 
modern resources. the invictus 
approach is towards a holistic 
education for all students 
and the passion for education 
is something that i am very 
excited to be part of.

“this is a fantastic oppor-
tunity to be part of a leading 
educational institution that 
focuses on quality education 
for all members of society.

“the opportunity to be in 
Cambodia is very exciting. the 
Kingdom is a fast-growing 
country that has a rich and di-
verse history. Cambodians value 
quality education and want to 
be leaders in the world,” said 
Clive Swale.

the veteran educator has a 
wealth of experience in teach-
ing, having worked in respected 
institutions in Africa and South 
America, as well as in Vietnam, 
the UK and his native New 
Zealand over the course of his 
extensive career.

“i have strong knowledge 
of different curricula and how 
to utilise them. i have a very 
good understanding of assess-
ment and how to use this data 
to improve student academic 
achievement levels. i use good 

systems to help schools achieve 
the best outcomes.

“i work hard with parents to 
get the best from the school and 
am up to date with changes in 
education and what it means 
for the students,” he said.

invictus follows a UK-based 
international curriculum from 
Year 1 to Year 13, incorporates 
the leading Singapore Math-
ematics programme and offers 
three language courses – Khmer, 
English and Simplified Chinese 
(Mandarin).  

• Year 1 – Year 6: International 
Primary Curriculum (iPC);

• Year 7 – Year 9: International 
Middle Years Curriculum 
(iMYC);

• Year 10 – Year 11: 
international General 
Certificate of Secondary 
Education (iGCSE);

• Year 12 – Year 13: Cambridge 
international “A” Level.

the learning of English, 
Khmer and Simplified Chinese, 

which invictus considers crucial 
in giving its students a competi-
tive edge, is one of the school’s 
unique selling points.

“Learning different languag-
es develops students’ critical 
thinking capacity, improves 
memory and allows emotional 
intelligence. 

“Learning more than one lan-
guage allows students to not just 
become fluent in different lan-
guages, but also provides them 
with a greater sense of cultural 
identity and understanding.  

“Ultimately students develop 
awareness of different forms 
of communication and can use 
this in our fast-changing world 
to make good career decisions,” 
said Swale.   

the father of two said study 
at invictus brought more than 
just academic excellence.

“invictus is bringing quality 
education at an accessible price 
to Cambodia. 

“i also see it as an opportu-
nity for students from different 
countries to join a school that 
will have many differentnation-
alities, providing them with the 
chance to make lifelong 
friends,” said Swale. 

www.invictus.com.kh
www.facebook.com/ 
invictusintlschoolcambodia/

Invictus International School 
certified and ready to enrol
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The school ensures a holistic education for all students.  HeAn rAngsey The Invictus library by B+H Architects is designed to stimulate creativity. supplied

Invictus International School Phnom Penh principal Clive Swale. supplied

Founder and executive director of Invictus International School John Fearon says the institute strives to provide the best education at accessible fees. HeAn rAngsey 

The Invictus Phnom Penh campus has been designed by B+H Architects. supplied

”
At the heart of 
invictus, we strive 
to provide the 
best education at 
accessible fees, and 
we feel this is the 
right way to start

JoHn FeAron / founder
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May Kunmakara

SOUTH Korean-owned ride-
hailing app MVL TADA Cam-
bodia Co Ltd (TADA) plans to 
diversify its business into a 
delivery solution as a joint 
effort with the government to 
combat Covid-19. 

The ride-hailing service, a 
product of Singapore-head-
quartered start-up Mass Vehi-
cle Ledger (MVL), which debut-
ed in the Kingdom last year, 
noted that many businesses 
have suffered as customers opt 
to stay home and observe social 
distancing recommendations 
amid the pandemic.

“Even businesses that are 
still permitted to operate dur-
ing these challenging times are 
struggling to stay connected 
with their customers, leading 
to a downturn in their fortunes 
with no end in sight,” the com-

pany said in a press release. 
“TADA is stepping in to help 

these businesses by launching 
TADA Delivery – a ‘final mile’ 
delivery solution that busi-
nesses can use to serve their 
customers wherever they are 
in Phnom Penh,” it said, add-
ing that as part of the launch, 
announced this week, TADA is 
offering the service free for a 
month to businesses.

TADA general manager Chim 
Poly said: “With this initiative, 
TADA is providing much need-
ed support to our drivers and 
local businesses that have 
been impacted by the pan-
demic and don’t have their 
own delivery system.

“We hope that this one-month 
pilot programme will help busi-
nesses in keeping their business 
running and staying in touch 
with customers,” he said.

TADA Delivery uses an online 

platform, the first of its kind in 
the Kingdom, which allows 
businesses to book and track 
deliveries to their customers as 
well as manage payments col-
lected by their drivers using 
cash or digital payments.

TADA said it was planning to 
launch a delivery service in the 
coming months but the pan-
demic, which has swept across 
the planet, has driven them to 
speed up their plans to meet 

the growing needs of busi-
nesses in Phnom Penh.

Poly said: “Supporting our 
drivers, supporting local busi-
nesses and supporting the gov-
ernment in their effort to return 
the country to a normal life are 
all very important for TADA.

“We will continue to roll out 
new initiatives to make good on 
our vision of being a part of the 
fabric of Cambodian society for 
years to come,” he said. 

Thou Vireak 

THE Security and Exchange 
Commission of Cambodia 
(SECC) will soon issue licences 
to four new fund management 
companies.

SECC director-general Sou 
Socheat confirmed to The 
Post on Thursday that the 
SECC has, in principle, 
approved a licence for AU 
Reits Co Ltd, Ants Capital Co 
Ltd, IS4KH Asset Manage-
ment Plc and Belt Road Capi-
tal Management (Cambodia) 
Co Ltd. 

“We require the companies 
to fulfil additional documents 
in order to officially receive a 
licence. We gave them one 
month to complete their appli-
cation,” he said. 

Socheat defined a fund man-
agement company as a busi-
ness which enters into “joint 
ventures” with public partici-
pation to fund projects and 
share their benefits. 

He said the SECC has issued 
five licences to fund manage-
ment companies in the first 
quarter of this year. 

The SECC also gave the green 
light to four trustee companies 
– Offshore Capital Trustee Co 
Ltd, Yuanhan Trust Investment 
Co Ltd, Prince Trust Co Ltd and 
GCCT Co Ltd.

Three brokers companies 
were approved as well – 

STMarket Co Ltd, Commo T 
Co Ltd and Universal Deriva-
tives Exchange Co Ltd.

In February, the SECC 
issued fund management 
licences to Aegies Fund Man-
agement Plc and PLMP Ven-
ture Capital Co Ltd.

SECC deputy director-gen-
eral Sok Dara told The Post in 
February that the licence 
grants them the right to raise 
funds from the public to invest 
in the Kingdom, noting that 
their projects must be regis-
tered with the SECC.

“It is a good sign that Cam-
bodia is attracting more inves-
tors. This reflects strong growth 
in the fund management sec-
tor,” Dara said.

He said there has been a 
huge increase in market par-
ticipants, such as the five cen-
tral counterparties in the 
derivatives market, the 27 
derivative brokers and the 
seven fund management com-
panies licensed this year.

Ma rket capita l isat ion 
increased 157 per cent last 
year to $800.39 million, said 
the SECC. Currently, there are 
five companies issuing shares 
and three companies issuing 
bonds.

The number of investors 
increased to 22,338. The average 
trading volume is 1,750,502 
shares per month, equal to 
$4,221,490 per month, it said.

TADA plans to diversify its business into a delivery solution as a joint 
effort with the government to combat Covid-19. SUPPLIED

Thou Vireak

S
EVEN small and medi-
um-sized enterprises 
(SMEs) have applied 
for $200,000 loans from 

the state-owned Agricultural 
and Rural Development Bank 
(ARDB), after it announced 
the launch of a $50 million 
fund for SMEs last month.

ARDB CEO Kao Thach told 
The Post on Wednesday that 
ARDB is reviewing the appli-
cations. 

“Most of them have applied 
for loans through their mem-
bers. They can get loans in two 
weeks if they have the sufficient 
documents. They want to bor-
row money from us to expand 
their production line,” he said. 

The enterprises can borrow 
up to $300,000 each, with a 
six per cent annual interest 
rate for loans used as work-
ing capital and a 6.5 per cent 
interest rate for loans used for 
investment, the ARDB said.

To support the more than 
500,000 SMEs in Cambodia, the 
government can utilise the $100 
million that it allocated from its 
budget to launch the Small and 
Medium Enterprise Bank of 
Cambodia (SME Bank).

SMEs can borrow $200,000 
for working capital and 
$300,000 for investment capi-
tal from the bank, at a seven 
per cent annual interest rate 
and a four year period of pay-
ment, said the Ministry of 
Economy and Finance.

Prasac Microfinance Institu-
tion Ltd (Prasac) on Thursday 
entered the SME Co-Financing 
Scheme, a government initia-
tive aimed at providing low-
interest loans to bolster and 

develop Cambodia’s SMEs.
The loan scheme will enable 

Prasac to provide loans to SMEs 
with an investment capital of up 
to 1.26 billion riel ($315,000) or 
with working capital up to 840 
million riel for their businesses 
with a special interest rate of 
seven per cent per year and 
loan terms up to four years.

Prasac executive vice-presi-
dent Say Sony said the scheme 
will help develop SMEs in pri-
oritised sectors such as manu-
facturing and handicrafts.

He added that the loans 
could help reduce depen-
dence on imports, help large 
companies continue their 
production and create em-
ployment opportunities.

“Amidst the Covid-19 pan-

demic, Prasac will still provide 
loans to clients as normal. On 
behalf of the management and 
staff of Prasac, I would like to 
thank all the borrowers who 
have supported and use Pras-
ac’s loan services and would 
like to wish you good health 
and safety in this tough time.

“Please be careful and protect 
yourselves, your family, your 
community and our nation as 
a whole. Let’s join together to 
fight Covid-19,” he said.

An International Finance 
Corporation report released 
in August said Cambodia’s 
women entrepreneurs con-
tinue struggle with limited 
access to financing for busi-
ness expansion. 

Only three per cent have 

access to credit from microfi-
nance institutions and banks, 
said the report.

It estimated that the unmet 
demand for credit from wom-
en entrepreneurs is currently 
$4.2 billion – a figure that is 
equivalent to almost 63 per 
cent of Cambodia’s 2019 na-
tional budget of $6.7 billion.

A survey by the Ministry 
of Industry, Science, Tech-
nology and Innovation of 71 
enterprises in the Kingdom 
found they needed assistance 
in market research, service 
development, packaging, 
technology adoption, human 
resources, access to labour, 
access to finance, business 
registration, taxation and hy-
giene standards.
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Securities regulator 
gives go-ahead to four 
more fund managers

ARDB loans: More SMEs apply

Seven small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) have applied for $200,000 loans from the state-owned 
Agricultural and Rural Development Bank (ARDB). POST STAFF

TADA launches 
delivery service

Diversification of 
garment sector, smart 
factories on the cards
Continued from page 1

“At the same time, some of 
our factory members have also 
shut down,” he said, without 
providing exact figures.

While garments represent 
the main export from Cambo-
dia, Sokkong said the govern-
ment is pushing for diversifi-
cation in the sector.

Meanwhile, he said Cambo-
dia is making efforts to expand 
its production line in order to 
create new jobs for people by 
avoiding exporting raw mate-
rials abroad.

“We are diversifying from 
maximum workforces-reliant 
industry to skilled workforce-
reliant industries. We are urg-
ing manufacturers in Cambo-
dia to turn themselves into 
smart factories,” he said.

According to the World 
Bank’s projection, Cambodia’s 
economic growth will slow sig-
nificantly to 2.5 per cent this 
year but is likely to recover to 

5.9 per cent in 2021 under the 
baseline scenario. 

The Kingdom’s tourism sec-
tor has been hit hardest by the 
Covid-19 outbreak, while the 
garment industry is facing a 
significant drop in global 
demand due to the pandemic 
and the partial withdrawal of 
the EU’s Everything But Arms 
(EBA) scheme.

According to the ministry’s 
report, in the first quarter of 
last year, there were 1,099 fac-
tories producing mainly tex-
tiles, garments, wallets and 
shoes and 163 factories pro-
ducing food, beverages and 
cigarettes.

There were also 36 factories 
involved in wood processing, 
63 in paper and cloth printing, 
145 in chemical, rubber and 
plastics production, 58 in mine 
extraction, 163 in steel process-
ing, 20 in furniture manufac-
turing, one in electrical items 
and gas, and 53 in miscellane-
ous manufacturing.

USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,095 1.4144 7.0782 107.65 4.3550 1.4240 32.32 0.6344 1.0800 1.2352
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SOUTH KOrEaN banking 
firm JB Financial Group Co 
ltd has completed an acqui-
sition of a Vietnam-based 
brokerage previously owned 
by global investment bank 
Morgan Stanley, as part of its 
effort to make inroads into 
the Southeast asian region.

JB Financial Group on 
Wednesday said it paid 19.9 
billion won ($16 million) for a 
100 per cent stake in Morgan 
Stanley Gateway Securities JSC 
(MSGS), a midsized broker-
age headquartered in Hanoi, 
Vietnam. Founded in 2006, the 
firm posted some 300 billion 
dong ($13 million) as capital 
on operations as of last year.

“The M&a [merger and acqui-
sition] completed successfully 
considering our payment was 
merely 1.05 times higher than 
MSGS’ equity capital which 
came to 18.9 billion won,” said 
a JB Financial official.

as the new brokerage has 
become a subsidiary of JB 
Kwangju Bank based in South 
Jeolla province, the financial 
group’s subsidiaries includ-
ing grandson companies now 
increased to seven.

Upon the takeover, JB Finan-
cial became South Korea’s first 
financial group outside of Seoul 
that incorporates banking, cap-
ital, and securities in its over-
seas financial network, raising 

expectations over an increase 
in non-banking revenue.

The acquisition is expect-
ed to strengthen the group’s 
business foothold in the 
Southeast asian region.

in 2016, the bank acquired 
phnom penh Commercial 
Bank plc of Cambodia through 
its subsidiary Jeonbuk Bank 
in North Jeolla province and 
established JB Capital’s over-
seas branch in Myanmar.

Through its newly acquired 
firm, JB Financial will also pro-
vide domestic investors with 
investment strategies regard-
ing real estate and infrastruc-
ture development in Vietnam.

The group also plans to pro-
vide the Vietnamese compa-
nies with services like arrang-
ing corporate bond issuance 
or M&as.

Meanwhile, the latest ac-
quisition process was sched-
uled to be done in January 
in line with a stock purchase 
deal between JB Financial and 
Morgan Stanley made in De-
cember, but it was delayed for 
some three months as the Viet-
namese government blocked 
the entry of foreigners to com-
bat the coronavirus outbreak, 
making it hard for JB officials 
to visit the local brokerage firm 
and proceed residual payment 
for the acquisition. THE KOREA 

HERALD/ASIA NEW NETWORK

JB Financial buys 
brokerage in VN, 
eyes SEa market

Facebook takes 
$5.7B stake in Jio 
digital platforms
F

aCEBOOK inc has taken a 
$5.7 billion stake in the Jio 
digital platforms business of 
india’s richest man, Mukesh 

ambani, in one of the country’s big-
gest foreign investments, the com-
panies said on Wednesday.

The deal will give the US social 
media giant a 10 per cent stake in Jio 
platforms ltd, part of ambani’s oil-to-
telecoms reliance industries empire.

Facebook, which has about 400 
million users in india, said it wanted 
to connect the “power of Whatsapp”, 
its messaging subsidiary, with the 
indian platform, which has grown 
on the back of a massively success-
ful telecom venture.

in four years ambani has turned his 
Jio telecoms unit into the country’s 
biggest mobile operator – with 388 
million subscribers – clobbering com-
petitors with aggressively low pricing.

Jio platforms also provides inter-
net and e-commerce services that 
tap into the huge subscriber base.

reliance said it wanted to boost 
income for farmers, micro-traders 
and other small businesses that are 
the cornerstone of the economy in 
the country of 1.3 billion.

The company is expected to roll out 
an e-commerce initiative this year and 
has been conducting trials with small 
stores to test its payment devices.

“Jio digital new commerce plat-
form and Whatsapp will empower 

nearly 30 million small indian Kira-
na [grocery] shops to digitally trans-
act with every customer in their 
neighbourhood,” ambani said in a 
video statement.

The deal will boost “the ease of liv-
ing for all indians, especially com-
mon indians and the ease of doing 
business for all entrepreneurs, espe-
cially for small ones”, he added.

it will also help Jio expand its reach, 
analysts said, paving the way for 
similar partnerships with companies 
working in sectors including enter-
tainment, education and finance.

The deal will be a wake-up call for 
US rivals amazon.com inc and Wal-
mart inc, which are currently engaged 
in a fierce battle with reliance for a 
share of india’s e-commerce market.

“This is an opportunity for ama-
zon and Walmart to go back to the 
drawing board and . . . perhaps 
consider joining hands with other 
indian telecom firms,” said arvind 
Singhal, founder of management 
consultancy Technopak advisors.

‘Muscle and money’
Facebook has come under scru-

tiny over the spread of fake news in 
india, its biggest market, where the 
proliferation of unverified informa-
tion on Whatsapp led to mob vio-
lence in 2018.

“Given Facebook’s credibility is-
sues in india, it makes a lot of sense 

for them to get into a strategic alli-
ance with Jio, which has muscle and 
money,” said Faisal Kawoosa, found-
er of digital consultancy techarC.

The Silicon Valley giant has, how-
ever, faced regulatory hurdles in its 
push to pilot Whatsapp digital pay-
ments or launch its cryptocurrency 
libra in india.

“Facebook will certainly try to 
bring payment services to india, but 
i am sceptical if this will work,” Ka-
woosa told aFp.

“it has no first-mover advantage 
compared to apps like paytm . . . and 
the indian digital space is not ma-

ture enough for cryptocurrencies.”
But, he added, the company was 

poised to make gains in india’s digi-
tal advertising market through Jio, 
which could sell “bundled offerings” 
to businesses, encouraging them to 
sell products on Facebook.

The deal has raised some alarm bells.
The local internet Freedom Foun-

dation group cautioned that it risked 
contributing to the “concentration 
of market/network power”.

“There is a level of nervousness 
around this deal,” the foundation said, 
calling for greater regulatory scrutiny.

ambani lost his crown as asia’s 

richest man last month after the 
coronavirus-fuelled rout across 
global markets wiped billions off 
his fortune, according to Bloomberg 
Billionaires index.

This was only days after reliance 
reported record net profits for the 
quarter ending December last year.

ambani, whose wealth ballooned 
on the back of india’s telecoms boom, 
lives with his family in a 27-storey 
luxury Mumbai skyscraper reputed 
to have cost more than $1 billion.

Shares in reliance ended around 
10 per cent higher in Mumbai fol-
lowing the announcement. AFP

Facebook, which has about 400 million users in India, said it wanted to connect the ‘power of WhatsApp’, its messaging subsidiary, 
with the Indian platform, which has grown on the back of a massively successful telecom venture. AFP



Sangeetha Amarthalingam

‘I 
am no wizard but for 
most corporations, 2020 
has been written off the 
books!” remarked David 

Van, a private-public partnership 
consultant, on corporate earnings 
this year.

Core-shaken by plunging de-
mands and a lack of business activ-
ities due to the Covid-19 outbreak, 
corporations are cutting back and 
consolidating their funds to ride 
through this financial storm.

In the midst, the government has 
introduced fiscal measures to help 
the firms. While they would ease 
the blow, the measures might not be 
enough.

It is fast becoming a case of the 
survival of the fittest, almost a 
depiction from a scene of young 
adult bestseller series The Hunger 
Games.

For example, several Cambodian 
garment players keeled over after 
western orders plunged and raw 
material supply from China turned 
to a dribble.

The cause – reduced orders from 
the US and Europe, and slow man-
ufacturing activities in China be-
cause of Covid-19 which created a 
ripple effect on Cambodia that re-
lies heavily on exports.

The consequence – suspension of 
operations and workers, and the in-
ability to foot the 40 per cent share 
of its workers’ reduced salary.

Many of these firms were already 
cringing with the eventual par-
tial suspension of the European 
Union’s Everything But Arms (EBA) 
scheme in August, before the pan-
demic took over.

Van, the managing director of 
DeeWee Management Consul-
tants, says preparing for the EBA 
withdrawal is not the same as pre-
paring for Covid-19, which exacer-
bated the situation.

This has rendered a quadruple 
whammy on top of the ban of on-
line gambling and the slowdown of 
the Chinese economy.

“China and Asian markets can-
not replace and are not substitutes 
for the EU and the US, which have 
been badly hit by the virus and im-
pacted demand,” he said.

Cambodia can count itself lucky 
if it gets an elongated U-shaped 
recovery curve (over two to three 
years) because recovery will de-
pend on the rest of the world.

“Currently, three [garment, real 
estate and tourism] out of four 
economic pillars  are in trouble. In 
terms of weather, 2020 is expected 
to be a cold year with a very short 
growing season, so expect food 

prices to spike,” Van opined.
The fourth economic pillar, ag-

riculture, is not affected by the 
current crisis because it has good 
potential. However, Van said it too 
requires conducive policies to sup-
port the sector.

A recent survey conducted by 
global management consultants 
McKinsey & Company Inc on the 
level of confidence over economic 
recovery after Covid-19 revealed that 
a majority of consumers in markets 
navigating the crisis were pessimis-
tic or unsure of the outcome.

Most of the countries in the re-

search portfolio were experiencing 
high morbidity and mortality rates 
and were already subject to month-
long lockdowns such as Spain, Ita-
ly, Japan and South Korea.

In an April report entitled Sav-
ing our livelihoods from Covid-19: 
Toward an economic recovery, the 
firm drew up a chart on how dif-
ferent levels of intensity in physical 
distancing will determine the im-
pact on an economy.

It suggests that countries with no 
lockdown measures see gross do-
mestic product, productivity, con-
sumption, poverty, unemployment 

and fiscal deficits remain nearly 
status quo.

At press time, this resonated with 
Cambodia’s position although 
three of its main economic driv-
ers are at different stages of trouble 
that are threatening productivity 
and unemployment.

Stocks take a beating
The repercussion on the private 

sector is already reflected on the 
Cambodian bourse, which has 
slipped eight per cent to 703.24 
points year-to-date.

The total market capitalisation 
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Is there light at the end of the tunnel?

Phnom Penh Autonomous Port, which reported strong earnings in the last fiscal year, is expected to announce dividend payouts on Friday. heng chivoan

Like the world over, the cambodian corporate sector is feeling the strain of doing business as 
customers demand more compassion towards their plight. Still, there are some bittersweet 
lessons in the offing if one can see through this blight

Source: cambodia Securities exchange



of five listed companies on 
Cambodia Securities Ex-
change (CSX) dropped to 
$543.9 million year-on-year 
in the first quarter of 2020 
(1Q20), erasing $157.6 mil-
lion compared to the same 
period last year.

Correspondingly, the in-
dex slipped 22.5 per cent in 
1Q20 (previous page, bottom 
right chart) versus last year 
due to lower trading activi-
ties as investors were uncer-
tain of the level and duration 
of the Covid-19 impact on 
the economy, said CSX chief 
operations officer Ha Jong 
Weon.

Total trading value in 1Q20 
fell nearly 70 per cent or 
$970,000 year-on-year.

Interestingly, CSX’s market 
capitalisation inched up 1.8 
per cent in the first quarter 
of the year from 1Q19.

It is a negligible figure 
though, as the latest oil rout 
triggered by the below-zero 
US oil prices continued to 
send global markets reeling.

In Cambodia, the CSX gener-
ally mimicked regional trends 
including closing at its lowest 
at 583.34 points on April 6.

But over the past two 
weeks, the market made a 
20.4 per cent rebound which 
could be due to a couple of 
reasons.

Seen as a temporary re-
prieve, analysts say it is likely 
underpinned by the generally 
good earnings of the compa-
nies for the financial year end-
ed December 31, 2019 (FY19).

of the five listed companies 
on the Main Board, phnom 
penh SEZ plc (ppSp) returned 
to the black with $15.1 million 
net profit while phnom penh 
Autonomous port (ppAp) 
posted a  42 per cent increase 
in net profit of $11.6 million 
compared to FY18.

Hit by demand shortage, 
Grand Twins International 
(Cambodia) plc (GTI) re-
corded a 40 per cent decline 
in net profit of $860,510 in 
FY19 compared to a year ago 
while port Autonome de Si-
hanoukville (pAS)’s bottom 
line dipped 3.7 per cent to 
$10.6 million in FY19.

Investors are keeping a 
positive outlook on the 1Q20 
financial results that are due 
in May, Ha said, adding that 
ppAp and ppSp are expected 
to announce the details of 
their dividend payouts for 
FY19 at their shareholders’ 
general meeting on April 
24 and May 13, respec-
tively.

But as the effects of the 
p a n -

demic hover over the econo-
my, stocks have taken a beat-
ing. Based on a six-month 
period stock chart as of April 
21, stock prices fell by an aver-
age of 13 per cent, which has 
created a buying frenzy.

Yuanta Securities (Cambo-
dia) plc managing director Han 
Kyung Tae said the CSX index, 
which is down 17 per cent since 
last october, hosted cheaper 
counters in that period.

Among the stocks yester-
day, ppSp share price shed 
the most at 18.3 per cent 
in the six-month period. It 
closed 0.42 per cent lower at 
2,370 riel yesterday. 

In the same six-month peri-
od, GTI slipped 11.5 per cent 
to close at 4,000 riel yester-
day. Conversely, pAS gained 
41.7 per cent when it closed 
at 17,540 riel on Thursday.

Going forward, ppAp, pAS 
and GTI are expected to under-
go some pressure as corporate 
earnings are likely to dim in the 
second quarter of 2020.

“revenue for ppAp and pAS 
could see an inevitable de-
cline as import and export 
activity fall in part due to 
lower global demand.

“As for GTI, the garment sec-
tor is one of the most affected. 
While some factories have 
suspended operations, others 
a r e still operat-

ing nor-

mally. So the situation varies 
for each factory depending on 
their buyers and products.

“The Covid-19 impact is real 
and the entire world is suffer-
ing badly, as are the business-
es in Cambodia and the over-
all economy but it will not be 
permanent,” Han said.

Pressing on despite pressure
on Tuesday, phnom penh 

Commercial Bank plc (pp-
CBank) listed its corpo-
rate bonds after raising $10 
million via the issuance of 
400,000 bonds, which is half 
of its total 800,000 bonds.

The bonds, which have a 
three-year tenure and a final 
coupon rate of 6.5 per cent, 
joins Advanced Bank of Asia 
ltd (ABA) on the CSX board 
as the second commercial 
bank corporate bond issuer.

Bonds have also been is-
sued by microfinance in-
stitutions (MFIs) Hattha 
Kaksekar ltd and lolC 
(Cambodia) plc. Another 
two players, prasac Micro-
finance Institution ltd and 
rMA (Cambodia) Co ltd are 
expected to fortify the debt 
securities market via their 
anticipated listing this year.

The half-issuance of its 
bonds harks back to the timing 
of the listing. Granted, it helps 
the issuer with additional 
funding in the current scenar-
io, analysts have warned that 
such activities could stress the 
financial industry.

This is especially a con-
cern seeing that ppCBank 
and its peers on CSX board 
aim to support the small and 
medium enterprise (SME) 
industry, which in itself is 
struggling with limited cash 
flow and rising debts.

But ppCBank president and 
chief executive officer Shin 

Chang-moo insisted that 
SMEs must be support-

ed now as they are the 
backbone of na-

tional eco-
n o m i c 

development although it is the 
most vulnerable sector.

The SME sector, which rep-
resents two thirds or 90 per 
cent of 510,000 registered 
companies including large 
manufacturers, employs 1.2 
million people. 

“Exposure in this sec-
tor implies a higher risk for 
now but avoiding the sector 
might lead to even higher 
risks in the long-term. We 
plan to allocate a substantial 
portion of added liquidity to 
the sector,” he said.

So crucial was the listing 
that the bond issuer did not 
mind contending with a “sig-
nificantly downgraded” tax 
benefit package, a shortcom-
ing on the back of the crisis.

“We wanted to reconsider 
the plan but decided to pro-
ceed to prove that even in a 
near-crisis situation, both 
the financial sector and us, 
remain strong and trust-
worthy to investors. We also 

wanted to show that liquid-
ity can be secured through 
the capital market,” he said.

The real question
Analysts forecast global 

economic recovery by the 
end of 2021. At the moment, 
the magnitude of the crisis 
confronts corporate leaders 
with the economic challenge 
of a lifetime.

“The crisis also demands 
a moment of existential in-
trospection. What defines a 
company’s purpose – its core 
reason for being and its im-
pact on the world?

“Decisions made now could 
shape perceptions of corporate 
identity for years to come, and 
leaders who act now to forge a 
powerful sense of purpose will 
shape their reputations long 
beyond the immediate crisis,” 
McKinsey & Company wrote.

Its view encapsulates what 
corporate sector players like 
bankers and manufacturers 

can and should do to keep 
the economy afloat.

It is probably what pushed 
ppCBank to list its bonds and 
for several MFIs to heed the 
central bank’s call to restructure 
loans despite the trying times.

In the same vein, Yuanta 
Securities’ Han notes that 
stock markets have been 
through various disruptions 
in the past including finan-
cial crisis and outbreaks.

looking back, he mused, 
it is evident that those times 
actually were the best in-
vestment opportunities.

“Therefore, the real ques-
tion investors should be ask-
ing is whether the compa-
nies they are looking at have 
durable business models 
and strong financials to deal 
with crises and [if they are 
able] to enjoy the post-crisis 
economic upswing and mar-
ket rallies,” he said.

Here is where good corpo-
rate leadership would show.
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The CSX index slipped in the first quarter this year on lower trading activities, said chief operations officer Ha 
Jong Weon. heng chivoan

Source: McKinsey & company
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Prince Bank Plc has 
launched the Master-
card and Visa cards 
that will enable its 

customers to perform easy 
electronic payment – another 
move to enhance its digital 
banking in the Kingdom. 

The partnership with Mas-
tercard and Visa complements 
the bank’s plans to expand its 
retail financial product offer-
ings for its current customers, 
while aiming to attract poten-
tial new clients as well.  

“As an increasing number 
of cambodians are conducting 
businesses and travelling lo-
cally, regionally and inter-
nationally, they are seeking 
benefits and exclusive offers to 
match their lifestyle preferenc-
es,” Prince Bank’s ceO Honn 
Sorachna said at the launch of 
the cards on April 23.

The bank offers debit and 

credit cards with Standard and 
Platinum for Mastercard cus-
tomers and classic and Plati-
num cards for Visa customers. 

 These options allow cus-
tomers to choose the product 
that best suits their needs 
according to their financial 
goals. regardless of their pref-
erences, all debit and credit 
cards issued by Prince Bank 
provide customers the comforts 
of making secure purchases 

from two of the world’s largest 
global payment networks.    

Mastercard and Visa of-
fer a wide range of benefits 
designed for purchases made 
online and at merchant shops 
worldwide.  

customers can take ad-
vantage of valuable deals, 
upgrades, and as well as  
exceptional offers from 
selected retailers, world-class 
restaurants, hotels, and resorts 
simply by using their cards.  

The introduction of the 
cards is part of the bank’s 
commitment in promoting  
digital banking services in the 
Kingdom.  

“We aim to become the 
best and fastest growing 
digital bank by channelling 
our efforts in enhancing our 
digital platforms. Mastercard 
and Visa cardholders will be 
able to perform transactions 
and track and make payments 
using digital channels such 
as our bank’s mobile app,” 
Sorachna said.

customers will also receive 
the latest details on their pur-
chases with SMS notifications 
sent directly to their mobile 
devices.

These features will help 
customers transition into users 
of cashless and digital payment 
systems as the bank strives 
to develop digital banking 
solutions that meet custom-
ers’ expectations by delivering 
a more convenient banking 
experience.  

Prince Bank has 28 branches 
in 22 provinces and cities in-
cluding Phnom Penh. For more 
details, visit any Prince Bank 
branch or contact our call cen-
tre on 1-800-20-8888. 
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prince Bank partners with mastercard 
and Visa to offer debit, credit cards

Prince Bank launched  its Mastercard and  Visa cards on April 23.  
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An artist’s rendition of Prince Bank’s headquarters in Phnom Phenh. Physical Cards Display and Card Management  option  allows  convenient  viewing of  
debit cards.
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IRAN said it put its first mili-
tary satellite into orbit on 
Wednesday, making it an 
emerging “world power”, as 
the US issued new threats 
amid rising naval tensions in 
the Gulf.

The Islamic Revolutionary 
Guard Corps hailed the launch 
as a milestone, in the face of 
intense US pressure and Wash-
ington’s allegations that the 
space programme is a cover to 
develop ballistic missiles.

“Today, we are looking at the 
Earth from the sky, and it is the 
beginning of the formation of 
a world power,” the elite unit’s 
commander Hossein Salami 
said, quoted by Fars News 
Agency.

Tensions between the US 
and Iran escalated again last 
week with Washington accus-
ing its arch-foe of harassing its 
ships in the Gulf.

US President Donald Trump 
took to Twitter on Wednesday 
to say he had “instructed the 
US Navy to shoot down and 
destroy any and all Iranian 
gunboats if they harass our 
ships at sea”.

Secretary of State Mike Pom-
peo said the satellite launch 
proved US charges that Iran’s 
space programme was for 
military rather than commer-
cial purposes.

“I think Iran needs to be held 
accountable for what they’ve 
done,” Pompeo told reporters 
in Washington.

Iran maintains it has no 
intention of acquiring nuclear 
weapons and says its aero-
space activities are peaceful 
and comply with a UN Secu-
rity Council resolution.

Sepahnews, the Revolution-
ary Guards’ website, said the 
satellite dubbed the Nour – 
meaning ‘light’ in Persian – 
had been launched from the 
Markazi desert, a vast expanse 
in Iran’s central plateau.

The satellite “orbited the 
Earth at 425km” above sea 
level, said Sepahnews.

Iran’s regional rival Israel 
said it “strongly condemns” 
what it called Iran’s “attempt” 
to launch a military satellite.

It urged more international 
sanctions over what it called “a 
facade” for Iran’s continued 
development of advanced mis-
siles, including ones that could 
deliver a nuclear warhead.

David Norquist, the US dep-
uty defence secretary, said the 
Iranian launch “went a very 
long way”.

The range “means it has the 
ability once again to threaten 
their neighbours, our allies. 
And we want to make sure they 
can never threaten the US”, he 
told reporters.

Iranian state television aired 
footage from multiple angles 
of a rocket blasting off into a 
mostly clear blue sky. AFP

T
HE global coronavi-
rus crisis will not end 
any time soon, with 
many countries still 

in the early stages of the fight, 
health experts have warned 
as researchers revealed the 
first US deaths from the dis-
ease came weeks before the 
alarm was raised there.

The Covid-19 pandemic 
has killed more than 180,000 
people and infected 2.6 mil-
lion, and nations are strug-
gling to check its spread with 
social distancing measures 
and lockdowns while trying 
to repair their virus-ravaged 
economies.

Some have started to slowly 
ease restrictions as pressure 
mounts on governments to 
find ways to reopen their so-
cieties after tens of millions of 
jobs were wiped out.

However, the World Health 
Organisation (WHO) chief 
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus 
on Wednesday cautioned that 
the struggle is far from over.

“Make no mistake – we have 
a long way to go. This virus will 
be with us for a long time.

“Most countries are still in 
the early stages of their epi-
demics. And some that were 
affected early in the pandem-
ic are now starting to see a re-
surgence in cases,” he said.

The comments came after 
the director of the US Centres 
for Disease Control asked US 

citizens to prepare for a sec-
ond, possibly more devastat-
ing, wave of coronavirus in-
fections.

The US is the hardest-hit 
country on the planet, with 
more than 47,600 corona-
virus deaths and more than 
850,000 infections.

US President Donald Trump 
on Wednesday announced 
that he had signed an order 
partially suspending immi-
gration to the US, arguing the 
drastic measure would pro-
tect jobs during the coronavi-
rus crisis.

“In order to protect our 
great American workers, I’ve 
just signed an executive or-
der temporarily suspending 
immigration into the United 
States. This will ensure that 
unemployed Americans of all 
backgrounds will be first in 
line for jobs as our economy 
reopens,” he told a press con-
ference.

The 60-day suspension 
hits people applying for per-
manent residency or green 
cards. Seasonal workers, such 
as immigrants vital to US 
farm labour, are still allowed 
to enter.

The order exempts several 
categories of green card ap-
plicants, including people 
working in health care.

Meanwhile, researchers 
have now revealed that the 
first Covid-19 fatalities in the 

country happened weeks ear-
lier than previously thought – 
meaning the current US tally 
is likely far short of reality.

The newly confirmed 
Covid-19 deaths on Febru-
ary 6 and February 17 were 
in California’s Santa Clara 
County, where Stanford Uni-
versity researchers found that 
the true number of cases was 
at least 50 times higher than 
the confirmed official figure.

The WHO and other health 
experts have warned that 
strict containment measures 
like lockdowns should re-
main until there is a viable 
treatment or vaccine for the 
coronavirus.

There was a ray of hope on 
that front in Europe, where Ger-
many announced on Wednes-
day that human trials for a vac-
cine will start by next week.

It is only the fifth such ef-
fort to have been authorised 
worldwide, and is a signifi-
cant step in making a vaccine 

“available as soon as pos-
sible”, Germany’s regulatory 
body said.

But even at the current, rap-
id pace of development, an 
effective prophylactic could 
be several months away.

In Europe – where the death 
toll climbed past 111,000 – 
some countries have slightly 
eased coronavirus measures, 
but bans on large gatherings 
have been extended.

Finland said it would main-
tain a ban on gatherings of 
more than 500 people until the 
end of July, while hard-hit Spain 
said it did not expect to lift its 
strict lockdown until mid-May.

“We must be incredibly 
careful in this phase,” said 
Spanish Prime Minister Pedro 
Sanchez.

Vietnamese authorities 
eased social distancing mea-
sures as cases in the country 
plateaued, with experts say-
ing the apparent success was 
down to aggressive contain-

ment measures and contact 
tracing.

Vietnam’s Communist gov-
ernment has reported just 
268 coronavirus cases and no 
deaths, despite its long and 
porous border with China – 
where the virus first emerged 
late last year.

The pressure on govern-
ments everywhere to ease the 
economic pain is growing by 
the day, with tens of millions 
unemployed and several 
countries at risk of famine.

With movement and travel 
severely restricted, sectors 
from small business to tour-
ism and aviation have been 
hammered.

Providing more evidence of 
the scale of devastation, the 
UN’s International Civil Aviation 
Organisation said on Wednes-
day the pandemic could mean 
1.2 billion fewer passengers 
worldwide, with hundreds of 
billions of dollars slashed off 
airline revenues. AFP
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pandemic

The WHO and other health experts have warned that strict containment measures like lockdowns should 
remain until there is a viable treatment or vaccine for the coronavirus. AFP

US sees N Korea’s Kim in ‘full control’ of nukes
A TOP US general on Wednesday said 
the US military had no indication that 
North Korean leader Kim Jong-un has 
been incapacitated or lost any control 
of the country’s military, amid specula-
tion about his health.

Asked about reports that Kim had 
undergone surgery and may be still 
under treatment, Pentagon Joint Chiefs 
vice-chair General John Hyten said: “I 
can tell you that in the intel, I don’t have 
anything to confirm or deny anything 
along those lines.

“I assume that Kim Jong-un is still in 
full control of the Korean nuclear force 
and the Korean military forces. I have 
no reason not to assume that” he said 
in a briefing for reporters.

Secretary of State Mike Pompeo said 
the US will keep seeking North Korea’s 
denuclearisation no matter who is in 
charge in Pyongyang.

US officials including President Don-
ald Trump have declined to discuss 
Kim’s condition after a report, down-
played by South Korea, that the reclu-
sive authoritarian was ailing.

But asked in an interview, Pompeo 

said he had met Kim’s powerful sister, 
Kim Yo-jong, whose recent elevation in 
the hierarchy raised pundits’ view that 
she could be a successor.

“I did have a chance to meet her a 
couple of times, but the challenge 
remains the same – the goal remains 
unchanged – whoever is leading North 
Korea,” Pompeo told Fox News.

He renewed the US promise to bring 
the North Korean people “a brighter 
future” if the leadership gives up nucle-
ar weapons.

“They’ve got to denuclearise. We’ve 
got to do so in a way that we can verify. 
That’s true no matter who is leading 
North Korea,” he said.

Pompeo flew to North Korea four 
times in 2018 as he arranged historic 
summits between Trump and Kim after 
more than a half-century of enmity 
between the two countries.

However, hopes for a breakthrough 
before US elections in November have 
dimmed, with North Korea firing off 
rockets and the US refusing Pyongyang’s 
demands for sanctions relief before full 
denuclearisation.

Daily NK, an online media outlet run 
mostly by North Korean defectors, said 
Kim had undergone a cardiovascular 
procedure earlier this month triggered 
by heavy smoking, obesity and fatigue.

CNN also quoted a US official as say-
ing Kim was in “grave danger” after 
surgery.

ABP News, an Indian Hindi news 
channel owned by Ananda Bazar Patri-
ka (ABP) Group went as far as to state: 
“North Korean leader Kim Jong-un is 
probably dead now. The official 
announcement of his death has not 
been released yet. As per several for-
eign media reports in the past few days, 
he was in critical condition after sur-
gery. He has not been seen publicly 
after April 11.”

MSNBC live anchor Katy Tur on Mon-
day deleted a Twitter post that went viral 
on social media, which said: “North 
Korean leader Kim Jong Un is brain dead, 
according to two US officials. He recent-
ly had cardiac surgery and slipped into 
a coma, according to one US current and 
one former US official. @NBCNews con-
firms and adds to CNN scoop.”

On Tuesday, she added in an update: 
“I’ve deleted that last tweet out of an 
abundance of caution. Waiting on more 
info. Apologies.”

But South Korea, which is techni-
cally still at war with the North, said it 
had detected no unusual movements 
in its neighbour.

Meanwhile, former Chicago Bulls star 
Dennis Rodman says he is praying for 
his ‘friend for life’ Kim to recover soon.

Rodman first visited North Korea in 
2013 with members of the Harlem 
Globetrotters basketball team, and in 
2014 put together a team of North 
Korean basketball players for an exhi-
bition match marking Kim’s birthday.

He told TMZ Sports: “I hope it’s just 
a rumour that Marshal Kim Jong-un is 
sick . . . Hopefully, I will find out more 
soon.

“There is still so much work we have 
to do between both the USA and DPRK. 
If he is not feeling well, I am praying for 
his speedy recovery, so that both my 
friends [Kim and Trump] can continue 
towards a peaceful success,” he was 
quoted as saying. AFP

Iran says it 
launched 
military 
satellite



Cebu jail in 
need of PPE

PERSONNEL and inmates 
in the Cebu City Jail need 
surgical masks and face 

shields as the number of Covid-
19 cases there continue to rise.

Jail Senior Inspector, Dr 
Jay Ylanan of the Bureau Jail 
Management and Penology in 
Central Visayas (BJMP-7), told 
reporters on Thursday that 
surgical masks and face shields 
would help their efforts in con-
taining the virus in the jail.

“We’re hoping there will be 
continued support coming from 
the families, relatives of our 
inmates to help us in our dimin-
ishing supply of PPE [personal 
protective equipment] for our 
inmates,” Ylanan said.

He said implementing strict 
social distancing within the 
facility could be difficult due to its 
congestion, prompting them to 
ask inmates to wear masks and 
do frequent hand washing.

Covid-19 has infected 129 
persons inside the penal facility 
located in Barangay Kalunasan, 
Cebu City. 13 of these were 
identified as jail personnel while 
the rest are prisoners.

There are over 6,000 inmates 
committed in the Cebu City Jail.

The jail officer also said they 
are hoping for donors to provide 
them surgical masks and other 
protective gear for everyone 
inside the jail.

Ylanan also reiterated that 
those who tested positive of 
Covid-19 are now placed in an 
isolation centre separate from the 
rest inside the jail facility and that 
contact tracing is now ongoing.

“We’re not ruling out any pos-
sibility to explain how the virus 
reached the jail facility. It could 
be that one of the inmates who 
first tested positive brought it 
from the outside,” said Ylanan.

A total of 144 individuals from 
the city jail underwent swab test-
ing, the BJMP-7 said in a report. 
PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER/ANN
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Thai army cuts 
budget, defers 
artillery deals 
after backlash
T

HailaND’S armed 
forces have made 
budget cuts and sus-
pended artillery pur-

chases, as millions of Thais 
suffering from the adverse eco-
nomic impact of the coronavi-
rus outbreak await cash hand-
outs from the government.

The Thai army was the lat-
est branch of the armed forces 
to slash its 2020 budget on 
Wednesday by about 10 bil-
lion baht ($310 million), out of 
the total of 18 billion baht cut 
by the Ministry of Defence.

it also halved its planned 
900 million baht procurement 
of over 100 Stryker armoured 
infantry carriers from the US 
and suspended purchases of 
other artillery, army spokes-
man Winthai Suvaree told a 
press briefing.

“it’s a high figure compared 
to other ministries. all the 
non-committal budgets have 
been cut,” said Colonel Win-
thai Suvaree.

The government has asked 
each ministry to cut its non-ur-
gent and non-committal spend-
ing by at least 10 per cent.

The army’s announcement 
came amid a huge backlash 
against its plan to continue 
to procure more armaments. 
a document signed on Mon-
day to procure 50 armoured 
vehicles and related technical 
services worth 4.5 billion baht 
was found on the website of 
the procurement unit of the 

army’s Ordnance Department.
The Thai-language hashtag, 

whose mild translation to “ar-
moured vehicle your father” 
belies its expletive connota-
tions, has been the country’s 
top trending hashtag on Twit-
ter since late on Tuesday, with 
more than 600,000 tweets in 
less than 24 hours.

Many criticised the deci-
sion in light of reports of mil-
lions of people struggling to 
survive while being left out of 
the government’s 5,000 baht 
per month relief programme.

“it is a very bad timing. it 
shows a lack of sensitivity and 
understanding of the plight and 
suffering of the people during 
this hard time,” said Dr prajak 
Kongkirati, a political scientist 
at Thammasat University.

acknowledging the back-
lash, deputy army spokesman 
Colonel Sirichan Ngathong 
said: “There have been various 
opinions expressed on social 
media that are not based on 
facts. please extend fairness 
to the army, which is deter-
mined to transfer a part of our 
budget to help the people.

“it is clear that the army is 
one of the top agencies work-
ing to protect and take care of 
the people amid the Covid-19 
situation,” she added, citing 
how the army has been spray-
ing disinfectant at various 
places, delivering relief pack-
ages from the royal family, and 
manning border checkpoints.

On april 18, the navy an-
nounced a whopping 33 per 
cent cut of its 2020 budget 
worth 4.1 billion baht, while 
postponing its purchase of two 
submarines from China worth 
22 billion baht to next year.

last week, the air force an-
nounced a cut of 23 per cent 
of its budget worth 3.3 billion 
baht and the deferment of the 
purchases of at least 14 air-
craft worth a combined 7.64 
billion baht to next year.

The growing defence bud-
get since the 2006 coup and 
the artillery purchasing spree 
since the 2014 coup has been 
heavily scrutinised and criti-
cised in recent years, due 
in part to the now-defunct 
Future Forward party’s cam-
paigns for military reform.

The defence budget dou-
bled from 85.9 billion baht 
in 2006 to 170 billion baht in 
2009 and continued to grow 
to 227 billion baht last year. 
This year’s budget declined 
by 0.1 per cent following pres-

sure by the opposition.
Ministry spokesman Major-

General Kongcheep Tantra-
vanich told The Straits Times 
that the budget has largely 
stabilised when compared 
with the country’s gross do-
mestic product and that 
Thailand had the capacity to 
acquire more armaments to 
increase its defence capabili-
ties during normal times.

“it is common that as a 
country grows, its defence 
has to be strengthened. We 
are not buying more than we 
need,” he said.

Saying the cuts were a re-
sult of a “reluctant” decision 
amid growing pressure, Dr 
paul Chambers, an expert on 
the Thai army at Naresuan 
University, said: “The real rea-
son the military wants more 
weapons and a larger budget 
is to enhance its relative pow-
er over other bureaucracies 
and expand and sustain the 
clout across the country.”

Despite the budget cuts and 

the deferred armament pur-
chases, analysts say the move is 
too little too late in terms of re-
storing public trust in the army.

The army’s reputation took 
a beating in recent incidents 
such as the killing of 29 people 
in a mass shooting by a rogue 
soldier in northeastern Thai-
land in February, which was 
allegedly fuelled by financial 
exploitation by his superior.

Other incidents include a 
Covid-19 outbreak at an army-
run boxing stadium in Bangkok 
early last month, and a drug 
suspect being beaten to death 
by seven soldiers last week.

Dr prajak said: “i think it 
[public trust] is the lowest point 
since 1973. What the public 
need is the military reform – 
more transparent, democratic 
and accountable armed forces.

“The culture of impunity 
that is pervasive in the army 
becomes a serious issue and 
a public concern,” he said. THE 

STRAITS TIMES (SINGAPORE)/ASIA NEWS 

NETWORK

VN to lower malnutrition among ethnic minority kids
ViETNaM plans to reduce the rate of 
underweight and malnourished chil-
dren under five years to less than 15 
per cent by 2030.

The target is set in a programme on 
the protection and development of 
ethnic minorities for 2021-2030 
which has been approved by prime 
Minister Nguyen Xuan phuc.

The plan prioritises ethnic minor-
ity people residing in 12 provinces, 
namely Cao Bang, Ha Giang, lao Cai, 
Yen Bai, Tuyen Quang, lai Chau, Dien 
Bien, Son la, Nghe an, Ha Tinh, 
Quang Binh and Kon Tum.

it aims to drastically reduce maternal 
and child mortality rates as well as mal-
nutrition among children under five, 
contributing to improving the quality 
of the population and ensuring equal 
development among ethnic groups.

Vietnam is home to 52 minority 
groups who make up 14 per cent of 
its population of 96 million.

Child malnutrition remains a major 
problem in the country, especially 
among ethnic minority communities 
in remote areas.

according to the National assem-
bly’s Committee of Ethnic affairs, the 
prevalence of undernutrition among 
ethnic minorities mainly exists in the 
Tay Nguyen (Central Highlands), 
North Central region and northern 
mountainous region. Ethnic minority 
groups that have the highest rates are 

Chut, Bo Y, ro Mam and Si la with 40, 
35, 30 and 21.7 per cent, respectively.

a World Bank report released in 
December found that nearly one in 
three ethnic minority children are 
affected by stunting, more than twice 
as much as the Kinh majority, and 21 
per cent of ethnic minority children 
are underweight, a ratio 2.5 times 
higher than that of their Kinh peers.

The Kinh ethnicity represents a 
dominant 85.3 per cent of the Viet-

namese population, 2019 data from 
the General Statistics Office of Viet-
nam shows. The official Vietnamese 
language is that of the Kinh.

Stunting is linked to lower econom-
ic productivity, including a 10 per 
cent reduction in lifetime earnings. 
When multiplied across an entire 
nation, poor nutrition can cost a 
nation up to three per cent of its gross 
domestic product annually, says the 
World Bank report.

according to the programme, by 
2025, the rate of underweight and 
malnourished children under five will 
be reduced to less than 20 per cent.

The number of child marriages and 
consanguineous marriage will be cut 
by two to three per cent per year and 
more than 35 per cent of youths 
would receive pre-marital advice and 
health examinations for early detec-
tion of infectious diseases and HiV.

The rate of maternal mortality will 
decrease by 25 per cent and the mor-
tality rate among children under one 
will fall by two to five per cent.

at least 50 per cent of pregnant 
mothers and newborns will be 
screened for the four most common 
congenital diseases.

By 2030, the number of child mar-
riages and consanguineous marriage 
is expected to be reduced by three to 
five per cent per year, while more 
than 50 per cent of youths will receive 
pre-marital advice and health exam-
ination for early detection of infec-
tious diseases and HiV.

at least 70 per cent of pregnant 
mothers and newborns will be 
screened for the five most common 
congenital diseases.

Nearly all ethnic minority people 
aged between 15 and 60 can read and 
write. Up to 70 per cent of workers 
will receive appropriate training 
required for local development.

in November, the National assem-
bly passed a resolution on the master 
plan on socio-economic development 
in ethnic minority-inhabited, moun-
tainous and extremely disadvantaged 
areas in the 2021-2030 period.

Under the master plan, by 2025, the 
income of the ethnic minority popula-
tion would double that of 2020’s figure 
while the ratio of poor households 
would fall by three per cent a year. 

infrastructure-wise, all schools, 
classrooms and medical stations are 
expected to be built or upgraded with 
duration in mind, 100 per cent of com-
munes are expected to have cement 
roads leading to their centres, 99 per 
cent of households have access to the 
national power grid or other suitable 
power sources, 90 per cent of the 
residents have access to clean water 
and 100 per cent of the population 
have access to television and radio.

By 2030, the average income per 
capita of ethnic minority people 
would account for half of the nation-
al one. The poverty rate will be cut to 
under 10 per cent. 

The plan also sets the targets of 
having 40 per cent of the ethnic 
minority population being capable 
or trained in industrial jobs, tourism 
and service sectors, while 80 per cent 
of rural households are to be engaged 
in commercial agricultural produc-
tion. VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Many criticised the decision in light of reports of millions of people struggling to survive while being left out 
of the government’s 5,000 baht ($150) per month relief programme. AFP

Child malnutrition remains a major problem in Vietnam, especially among ethnic 
minority communities in remote areas. VIET NAM NEWS
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a
S WE celebrate the 
50th anniversary of 
Earth Day and the 
birth of modern 

environmentalism, we 
should pause to give each 
other a virtual “high five” for 
the impressive environmen-
tal progress society has 
accomplished during this 
span. We should also think 
about the ways we can make 
the next 50 far more effective.

Case in point: Many people 
are surprised to hear that the 
environment is improving. a 
lot. This surprise grows from 
the unfortunate flipside of 
the Earth Day legacy, which 
too often can focus on doom 
and alarmism that can make 
us despondent and drive 
poor policies.

Early environmentalism 
from the 1970s helped focus 
societies on important envi-
ronmental priorities such as 
polluted rivers – the Cuyahoga 
river in the US even famously 
caught fire in 1969 – and 
fouled air, with soot and smog 
killing millions.

Here, we have made great 
strides. Most bodies of water 
in rich countries are much 
cleaner, since we are pros-
perous enough to clean up 
our messes. in the US, for 
instance, a recent compre-
hensive study showed that 
“water pollution concentra-
tions have fallen substantial-
ly” over the past 50 years. 
and a stunning 3.8 billion 
people in the world have 
gained access to clean drink-
ing water over multiple dec-
ades from 1970.

air pollution, the world’s 
biggest environmental killer, 
has seen even greater 
improvements. Outdoor air 
pollution has declined dra-
matically in rich countries, in 
no small measure due to 
attention from 1970’s Earth 
Day and subsequent actions 
like the landmark US Clean 
air act later that year.

For the world’s poor, the 
most deadly air pollution is 
indoors. almost three billion 
of the world’s poorest still 
cook and keep warm with 
dirty fuels like dung, card-

board and wood, and the 
World Health Organisation 
estimates the effects are 
equivalent to smoking two 
packs of cigarettes each day.

Since 1970, the death risk 
across the world from indoor 
air pollution has been cut by 
more than half.

Despite the amazing 
progress, both indoor and 
outdoor air pollution still 
kills eight million people. at 
least two billion people still 
use drinking water sources 
contaminated by feces. So, 
for the next 50 years, we still 
have our work cut out for us. 
Things are far better, but they 
are still not okay.

But curiously, this is not 
our typical environmental 
conversation. We don’t 
emphasise enormous 
improvements, and we don’t 
focus on our vital, unfin-
ished business in water and 
air. instead, the standard 
story is how the environ-
ment is getting ever worse – 
how we’re hurling towards 
catastrophe. This tradition 

also started with Earth Day.
By 1970, many leading 

environmentalists were pre-
dicting the end of the world. 
Stanford ecologist paul Ehr-
lich, being a frequent guest 
on the popular late-night 
Johnny Carson TV show, was 
perhaps the leading apoca-
lypse proponent. For Earth 
Day, he predicted that envi-

ronmental deterioration 
would kill 65 million ameri-
cans, and globally four bil-
lion would die before the 
year 2000. Life magazine also 
saw impending doom, pre-
dicting air pollution would 
be so bad that americans 
would have to wear gas 
masks in the 1980s, and that 
pollution would block half 
the sunlight.

Not only were these pre-

dictions spectacularly 
wrong, but they were out-
landish when first made. 
Yet, in a world where more 
alarm gets more attention, 
they started a trend of fram-
ing environmental issues in 
worst-case ways. This tone 
scares, this depresses – and 
this likely skews our focus 
and spending.

Today, climate change 
takes up the vast majority of 
the environmental conversa-
tion, and it is definitely a real 
problem. However, it also is 
too often framed in exagger-
ated fashion, with predicta-
ble results: a new survey 
shows that almost half of 
humanity believes global 
warming likely will make 
humans extinct.

This is entirely unwarrant-

ed. The UN Climate panel, the 
gold standard of climate 
research, finds that the overall 
impact of global warming by 
the 2070s will be equivalent to 
a 0.2 to 2 per cent loss in aver-
age income. That is a prob-
lem, not the end of the world.

Such fear also makes us pri-
oritise poorly. Climate change 
mitigation today costs more 
than $400 billion each year in 
renewable subsidies and oth-
er costly climate policies. Yet, 
we spend much less on mak-
ing water and air cleaner for 
the billions with basic needs.

We can rightly look back on 
Earth Day with pride for the 
attention it has brought to 
the environment. But we 
need to curb the exaggera-
tions, to make sure we actu-
ally leave the environment in 
the best possible state. THE 

JAKARTA POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

The writer is the president of the 
Copenhagen Consensus, visiting  
fellow at Stanford University’s Hoover 
Institution, and visiting professor at 
the Copenhagen Business School. 
His new book is False Alarm.

Opinion
Bjorn Lomborg

Earth Day at 50: A surprising 
success story

An aerial view of people at a pier on the Chapala Lake, the main source of drinking water supply for the metropolitan area of Guadalajara, Jalisco 
state, Mexico. Climate change mitigation today costs more than $400 billion each year in renewable subsidies and other costly climate policies. 
Yet, we spend much less on making water and air cleaner for the billions with basic needs. AfP

we can rightly look back on 
Earth Day with pride for the 
attention it has brought to  

the environment



CAN dogs detect Covid-19? A British 
charity believes so, and has begun 
training canines to sniff out the coro-
navirus following previous screening 
success with various illnesses.

Medical Detection Dogs, set up in 
2008 to harness dogs’ sharp sense of 
smell to detect human diseases, 
started working on the project late 
last month.

In its training room in Milton Keynes, 
in central England, the dogs are being 
intensively trained to sniff out samples 
of the virus, and indicate when they 
have found it to receive a treat.  

The approach is based on a belief 
that each disease triggers a distinct 
odour, which canines are uniquely 
well-placed to smell.

The charity has previously worked 
with its dogs to detect cancers, Parkin-
son’s disease and bacterial infections 
using samples taken from patients.

“We believe dogs can detect Covid-19 

and will be able to screen hundreds of 
people very, very rapidly so we know 
who needs to be tested and isolated,” 
Claire Guest, founder and chief execu-
tive of Medical Detection Dogs, said.

“We have evidence that dogs can 
detect bacterias and other diseases, so 
we believe that taking this project for-
ward will make a huge difference to the 
ability to control Covid-19 spread.”

Guest is working with the London 
School of Hygiene and Tropical Medi-
cine (LSHTM) and Durham University 
in northeast England – the same team 
that recently collaborated to show dogs 
can be trained to detect malaria.

James Logan, head of the LSHTM’s 
disease control department, said that 
project demonstrated dogs can smell 
odours from humans with “extreme-
ly high accuracy”.

He added there was “a very high 
chance” that they would be able to 
detect Covid-19 in a similar way and 

potentially “revolutionise our 
response” to the disease.

The team is aiming to train the dogs 
over a six-week period to help pro-
vide the “rapid, non-invasive diagno-
sis” tool.

Canines can also detect subtle 
changes in skin temperature, poten-
tially making them useful in deter-
mining if a person has a fever.

If successful, the four-legged detec-
tion devices could be deployed at 
airports to identify people carrying 
the virus, according to Steve Lindsay 
from Durham University.

The number of coronavirus cases 
around the world has now soared to 
2,647,000, according to the latest fig-
ures on Thursday compiled by AFP 
from official sources.

The number of actual infections is 
believed to be higher since many coun-
tries are only testing severe cases or 
patients requiring hospitalisation. afp  

British charity Medical Detection Dogs has previously trained dogs to detect cancers, 
Parkinson’s Disease and bacterial infections using samples taken from patients. afp
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For russians, 
countryside 
dachas offer a 
quaint escape
A

FTEr years spent 
on submarines with 
russia’s Northern 
Fleet, Ivan Cherny-

shyov is having no problem 
adjusting to life on coronavi-
rus lockdown – especially as, 
like many russians, the re-
tired sailor can escape to the 
countryside.

“It’s good here. We’ll grow 
carrots and strawberries and 
maybe even some potatoes,” 
the 78-year-old says, while his 
wife Lyudmila trims rose bush-
es in the garden of their coun-
try home outside Moscow. 

With half the world on some 
form of lockdown because of 
the coronavirus pandemic, 
countless millions of city 

dwellers are stuck inside, with 
only the occasional trip out to 
relieve their isolation. 

But russians like the Cher-
nyshyovs have another op-
tion: escaping to their dachas, 
small countryside homes that 
were parcelled out to city 
workers in Soviet times.

Generations of Muscovites 
have spent their weekends 
and summer breaks in dacha 
settlements, usually an hour 
or two outside the city, made 
up of rows of humble brick or 
wooden houses and vegeta-
ble patches.

And with the number of coro-
navirus cases on the rise – rus-
sia had registered some 62,700 
as of Thursday – dachas have 

become a welcome refuge. 
“It’s the great outdoors, we 

can walk in nature without 
wearing a mask,” says Arina 
Bannikova, a 26-year-old ar-

chitect who is at her dacha 
in Sokolniki, a small settle-
ment an hour’s drive north-
west from Moscow, with her 
mother, sister, another family 
of four, a dog and two cats.

Barrelling past on his 
scooter, 11-year-old Maxime 
couldn’t be happier.

“Here I’ve got all the space I 
want,” he shouts. 

Nearly half of russia’s pop-
ulation is estimated to have 
a dacha, so when authorities 
began imposing lockdown 
measures on Moscow last 
month, thousands streamed 
out of the city. 

Online searches for dacha 
rentals also soared, with 
nearly five times as many 
requests as usual in the first 
two weeks of April, accord-
ing to figures from real es-
tate portal Cian.ru.

A comeback for countryside?
“It’s interesting because 

these last 10 years were 
marked by a serious crisis for 
the dacha,” says Mikhail Alek-

seevsky, a russian anthropol-
ogist who has made a study of 
the country homes. 

“A lot of people are suddenly 
remembering that they have 
a dacha and starting urgent 
repairs – with the priority the 
installation of a good internet 
connection.”

Dachas had been hugely 
popular in Soviet times and 
after the 1991 collapse of the 
USSr, when many used their 
vegetable patches to make up 
for food shortages.

But as russia’s economy 
grew in the 2000s and early 
2010s, many abandoned 
their countryside getaways to 
spend weekends at new res-
taurants and cinemas in the 
city, or to travel abroad. Noto-
rious weekend traffic jams to 
dacha country didn’t help. 

The proportion of russians 
with a dacha has been falling, 
with pollster VTSIOM saying 
it dropped from 46 per cent in 
2014 to 42 per cent last year. 

“In the USSr, the dacha was 
a way to escape Soviet reality. 

But in a globalised world there 
are sometimes more interesting 
things to do than work in a veg-
etable patch,” Alekseevsky says.

With the coronavirus, the 
other entertainment options 
are no longer available. And 
dacha residents say being in 
the countryside makes it eas-
ier to follow isolation rules. 

“I can’t say we are com-
pletely sheltered [from the vi-
rus]. But I feel 90 per cent safe 
here,” says Nataliya Sapiga, a 
53-year-old school teacher, at 
her dacha in Sokolniki. 

“There are fewer people 
here, so we can follow all the 
recommended safety rules.” 

Alekseevsky says russians 
have a deep affinity for their 
dachas, and that having a 
patch of land and a vegetable 
garden “has a very strong sig-
nificance” in the country. 

“And with this epidemic, the 
idea of having a dacha in good 
condition will gain strength,” he 
predicts. “Like we say here, it’s 
always better to have an emer-
gency landing strip.” afp

Maxim Filippov jumps with a scooter outside a countryside house in Sokolniki, some 40km west of Moscow. afp

Nataliya Sapiga, talks on her phone in the backyard of her dacha in Sokolniki. afp

Canine test kits: Dogs in training to sniff out Covid-19

Lifestyle



15THE PHNOM PENH POST  april  24, 2020  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Start for “donna” or “vera”
  6 Lavish party
 10 One famous Amos
 14 Six Flags features
 15 Flower in a van Gogh painting
 16 Declare positively
 17 Choose
 18 Energies or zeals
 19 “The Biggest Little City in the 

World”
 20 Ice cream dishes with fruit 

sauces
 23 Also-___ (loser)
 24 Word from among the 

congregation
 25 Command to a dog
 26 Stallone nickname
 27 Young seal
 30 Aborigine of Japan
 32 Tanning bed fixture
 34 Drifting the ocean
 36 Disburden
 38 Hurricane-___ winds
 41 Some circus attractions
 44 Spot specialist
 45 Certain Ga. Tech grad
 46 Arctic Circle inhabitant
 47 Pretentious, perhaps

 49 .035 ounce
 51 Leonine lair
 52 Tolkien’s Legolas, for one
 54 City map abbr.
 56 Elevator company
 58 Nick or lightly scratch
 59 Seven-time Wimbledon winner
 64 Navigator’s marker
 66 Start of a conclusion
 67 Projecting window design
 68 It’s heard up in the Highlands
 69 Free weight?
 70 American ___ (Pacific Ocean  

territory)
 71 Crunched numbers
 72 Seth begat him
 73 Deal-or-no-deal figure
DOWN
  1 ___ school (precollege institution)
  2 Peeve
  3 It might come out of nowhere
  4 Place of pilgrimage
  5 Breathing inhibitor
  6 Barack, to Obama
  7 Seed enclosure
  8 An arm and a leg
  9 Rip into
 10 Cigarette additive
 11 Dish out more work than can be 

completed
 12 Kidney-related
 13 Sardonic literary device
 21 Getty Center architect Richard
 22 Workforce
 27 Bear whose porridge was too hot
 28 Played for a sap
 29 Arctic soil phenomenon
 31 “That’s ___ your head!”
 33 Gangster’s female companion
 35 Long way away
 37 Consumes all of one’s attention
 39 Bullfighter’s garment
 40 “Sports Center” channel
 42 Waiting in the wings or in a keg
 43 Persona non ___
 48 Hollywood’s Mimieux
 50 Champagne and orange juice 

cocktail
 52 Reporter assigned to a military 

unit
 53 Hillary preceded her
 55 Wharton’s “___ Frome”
 57 Wedge placed under a wheel
 60 Successor of the mark
 61 Icy coating
 62 “___ Flux” (Old MTV cartoon)
 63 Thin piece of wood
 65 Affirmative vote

“SPLITTING PEAS” 

Thursday’s solution

Thursday’s solution
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JUrGEN Klopp believes there 
is still room for improvement 
from liverpool despite their in-
credible premier league cam-
paign, which is on hold due to 
the coronavirus pandemic.

The reds were 25 points 
clear of second-placed Man-
chester City and on the verge 
of their first top-flight title 
since 1990 when football was 
halted last month.

But Klopp said liverpool, 
who won the Champions 
league last year and have 
only lost one premier league 
match all season, could get 
even better.

“We will not change, that’s 
the first thing, but whether 
we will be successful depends 
on what other clubs are doing 
as well because they have all 
the chance to improve things, 
do things better,” he told Sky 
Sports.

“So i have no clue what the 
future will hold for us. But we 
will not change, this team is 
not the finished article, and 
we have a lot of space for im-
provement, and we work on 
that.

“We have fresh blood in-
ternally coming through. We 

can improve with this team, 
which is great.”

Klopp does not believe foot-
ball should be “forced back” 
after the Covid-19 shutdown 
but admitted it could have a 
positive impact on the mood 
of the country.

There is no end in sight to 
the football lockdown in Eng-
land but German football au-
thorities are set to announce 
plans for Bundesliga matches 
to restart in empty stadiums 
on May 9.

“We are all at home, all iso-
lated, we have no cases or 
stuff like this,” said Klopp.

“if we come together and 
train in groups of two or five 
or six or eight, i’m not sure 
when that will be possible, we 
have to wait for the govern-
ment on that. We cannot force 
that and will not, because we 
can’t, there’s absolutely noth-
ing for that.

“But if football can help in 
some departments with lift-
ing the mood, giving some-
thing to think about and to 
deal with in a different way, 
then we have to start training 
at one point, but i don’t know 
when that will be.” afp

TiGEr Woods, phil Mickelson and 
NFl quarterback legends Tom Brady 
and peyton Manning are planning a 
charity golf match for next month, 
US media reported on Wednesday.

The event would be held without 
spectators in Florida, airing live on TV 
with the proceeds going to help battle 
the Covid-19 pandemic, US broad-
caster ESpN reported. 

Turner Sports said one possible date 
is Memorial Day weekend May 23-25.

Manning, now retired, told a Den-
ver radio station on Wednesday that 
there had been talks about such an 
event anyway. “and now, to have a 
chance to have a major fundraising 
event for Covid-19 relief, almost like 

a telethon if you will . . . if that can 
take place, i’m all in for that.”

The action Network reported that it 
is likely Woods and Manning will com-
pete against Mickelson and Brady. 

Florida’s republican Governor 
ron DeSantis recently expressed 
support for the event featuring golf 
superstars and football icons. 

“i’d like to see Woods and Mickel-
son do the golf, or whatever, because 
that’s social distance,” DeSantis said 
last week. 

“You wouldn’t have a gallery there. 
You wouldn’t have crowds. But to 
put that on TV, i think people have 
been starved for content.” 

The pGa Tour said it hasn’t offi-

cially endorsed the event but is eval-
uating health and safety concerns.

One location said to be consid-
ered is Medalist Golf Club in Hobe 
Sound, Florida, located just north of 
Woods’ home in Jupiter.

The pGa Tour has suspended play 
since the first round of The players 
Championship on March 12. 

The Tour’s revised schedule re-
leased last Thursday would begin 
with a tournament June 11-14 in 
Fort Worth, Texas. 

in addition to the Fort Worth 
event, the other June tournaments 
currently slated to be held without 
fans are the rBC Heritage and the 
Travelers Championship. afp

Klopp plans to 
keep improving 
reds during crisis

MlB blames video operator 
in red Sox sign-stealing probe

Woods and Mickelson planning to join 
Brady and Manning for May match-up

a 
ViDEO replay op-
erator for the Bos-
ton red Sox was 
suspended and the 

team was docked a draft pick 
as Major league Baseball 
(MlB) announced the find-
ings of its investigation into 
illegal sign-stealing involving 
the club on Wednesday.

after an exhaustive probe 
into allegations of wrongdo-
ing by the red Sox in 2018, 
MlB investigators concluded 
that the burden of wrongdo-
ing fell largely on the team’s 
video replay system operator, 
JT Watkins.

Watkins has been suspended 
for the remainder of the 2020 
season while the team was 
also stripped of a draft pick.

Watkins has also been banned 
from working in the replay 

room for the 2021 season.
MlB commissioner rob 

Manfred said Watkins had 
“at least on some occasions” 
used replays to assist players 
attempting to decode pitch-
ing signals.

Former manager alex Cora, 
who had been fired by the red 
Sox in January following rev-
elations of his involvement 
in the Houston astros sign-
stealing scandal, has been 
suspended for the remainder 
of the 2020 season.

The punishments against 
the red Sox are far less severe 
than those levied against the 
astros.

The astros were fined $5 
million and saw general man-
ager Jeff luhnow and manager 
aJ Hinch suspended and then 
fired by the team in January 

after MlB investigators un-
covered evidence of system-
atic cheating during their 2017 
World Series-winning season.

Cora was heavily implicated 
in the astros scandal, when 
he was a bench coach for the 
team. He coached the red 
Sox to a World Series in 2018 
after a 108-win regular season 
campaign.

However the red Sox’s 
conduct in 2018 came under 
scrutiny after reports earlier 
this year that the team had 
improperly used video feeds 
in the replay room to help 
players during games.

However the league inves-
tigation found there was no 
evidence the conduct contin-
ued during the 2018 postsea-
son or 2019 regular season.

Manfred said the wrongdo-

ing by Watkins was signifi-
cantly smaller in scale than 
the astros cheating.

“i find that unlike the Hous-
ton astros’ 2017 conduct, in 
which players communicated 
to the batter from the dug-
out area in real time the pre-
cise type of pitch about to be 
thrown, Watkins’s conduct, by 
its very nature, was far more 
limited in scope and impact,” 
Manfred said.

He also said Cora and the 
red Sox coaching staff, as 
well as the front office, were 
unaware Watkins was using 
in-game video to assist with 
sign-stealing.

“Communication of these 
violations was episodic and 
isolated to Watkins and a lim-
ited number of red Sox play-
ers only,” Manfred said. afp

Longtime NFL rivals Tom Brady (left) and Peyton Manning plan to square off in a  
televised golf tournament alongside Tiger Woods and Phil Mickelson. getty images/afp

Liverpool manager Jurgen Klopp says his team can still improve during 
the lockdown, and believes a return of the sport will lift moods. afp

The Boston Red Sox won the World Series Championship in 2018, but came under scrutiny after reports that the team improperly used video feeds 
in the replay room to help players during games. getty images/afp
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