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Khorn Savi

O
VER 130 garment 
and footwear fac-
tories have filed for 
operational sus-

pension since January, affect-
ing some 100,000 workers, 
the Ministry of Labour and 
Vocational Training said.

Speaking during a press 
conference on Tuesday, its 

spokesperson Heng Sour 
said the proposed suspen-
sion comes as Covid-19 
continues to paralyse global 
trade and economies.

He said the factories had 
intended to shut down com-
pletely but eventually opted 
to suspend operations after 
the government exempted 
them from taxes and de-
layed payment of a fixed 

levy for the National Social 
Security Fund (NSSF).

“The government has tak-
en a series of measures to 
maintain jobs and income 
for workers whose factories 
have suspended operations.

“They actually wanted to 
close. But through a series of 
discussions, the government 
encouraged them to just sus-
pend work. That way, work-

ers would not have to lose 
their jobs forever,” he said.

Sour said the government 
had offered suspended 
workers $40 a month in ad-
dition to what is provided by 
their factories.

In the first three months 
of this year, he said exports 
of Cambodian garments  

Over 100,000 hit by 
factory suspension
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Gov’t registers virus-hit poor
Soth Koemsoeun

THE Ministry of Planning 
has assigned its departments 
throughout the Kingdom to 
register a comprehensive 
identification data of poor 
households who will receive 
assistance from the govern-
ment during the Covid-19 
pandemic.

The departments have 

been told to collect the data 
in rural areas by the end of 
May and urban areas before 
the end of June.

In an emergency video con-
ference with planning depart-
ment officials on Monday, its 
minister Chhay Than said the 
government needs to identify 
the most vulnerable throughout 
the Kingdom. He said special-
ised training will be provided.

“At the discretion of the Min-
istry of Economy and Finance, 
we will shortly conduct train-
ing courses for all provincial 
and municipal planning 
departments to identify the 
poor during the Covid-19 pan-
demic,” he said.

He said the planning minis-
try has laid out a mechanism 
for officials to identify the poor 
based on each household’s 

request and consultation with 
the local authorities. Excluding 
households that have become 
better off also needs to go 
through the procedures.

The aim, he said, is to help 
improve the livelihoods of the 
most vulnerable and reduce the 
impacts caused by Covid-19. 

Than said the government 
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eyes on violators
police pull over a car on street 271 in phnom penh’s Meanchey district. national police have trained nearly 4,000 officers in 
preparation to implement new traffic laws that will see a three to five-fold increase in fines for traffic violations. HEAN RANGSEY STORY > 4

Syndrome 
linked to 
virus hits 
children
BRITAIN’S health minister 
said on Tuesday he was “very 
worried” at signs of a coro-
navirus-related syndrome 
emerging in children but it 
needed more research and 
remained very rare.

The state-run National 
Health Service (NHS) issued 
an alert at the weekend about 
a small number of children 
presenting an unusual set of 
symptoms, including 
abdominal pain and inflam-
mation around the heart.

They required admission to 
intensive care, according to a 
report in the Health Service 
Journal.

Health Secretary Matt Han-
cock told LBC radio: “I’m very 
worried about the early signs 
that in rare cases, there is an 
impact of an auto-immune 
response in children that 
causes a significant disease.

“It’s a new disease that we 
think may be caused by a 
coronavirus and the Covid-
19 virus.”

But Hancock said while 
some of the children who 
have this new disease tested 
positive for the virus, others 
had not. “We’re doing a lot of 
research now. What I would 
also stress is that it is rare. 
Although it is very significant 
for those children who do get 
it, the number of cases is 
small,” he said.

The Guardian newspaper 
reported that there had been 
at least 12 cases.

According to the Paediatric 
Intensive Care Society, the 
NHS alert warned of common 
overlapping features of toxic 
shock syndrome (TSS) and 
atypical Kawasaki disease and 
blood parameters consistent 
with severe Covid-19.

TSS is a serious illness asso-
ciated with infections while 
Kawasaki causes blood ves-
sels to become inflamed and 
is mostly found in children 
under the age of five.

The national medical direc-
tor for NHS England, Stephen 
Powis, said on Monday it was 
“too early to say” whether the 
new disease was linked to 
coronavirus but the issue was 
being looked into urgently.

England’s chief medical 
officer Chris Whitty said it was 
“entirely plausible” that it was 
linked to Covid-19. AFP
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declined 20 per cent compared 
to the same period last year. 
He said this was after the Euro-
pean market pressed the pause 
button on imports as the bloc 
grappled with the Covid-19 
pandemic.

Despite this, he said buyers 
had honoured their contracts 
by paying for already-produced 
garment products, though they 
have not placed new orders for 
april, May and June.

“Our exports have and will 
be affected, especially in the 
second quarter [of this year]. 
Exports can decline by 50 per 
cent compared to last year,” 
he said.

On the positive side, 77 new 
factories have launched op-
erations in the Kingdom in 
the first quarter of this year 

and are expected to generate 
27,909 new jobs.

Over the same period, the 
total number of factories 
registering with the Ministry 
of industry, Science, Tech-
nology and innovation has 
reached 1,801, accounting for 
1,063,031 jobs.

The ministry’s secretary of 
state Heng Sokkong last week 
attributed the growth to the 
government’s “attractively 
open policies” and sufficient 
supply of raw materials de-
spite the pandemic. 

Sour said the Kingdom’s 
garment sector will revive 
if the Covid-19 situation in 
Europe begins to subside in 
June. Should it persist, he 
said the government will 
prepare training for workers 
to turn to other industrial 
jobs.

asked if the absence of 
workers who took time off 
during Khmer New Year and 
have not been allowed back 
at work will affect factory op-
erations, Sour said the impact 
will be minor as 95 per cent of 
them showed up during the 
holidays.

Of the more than 10,000 
workers in phnom penh who 
were absent from work, he 
said over 5,000 had been 
cleared of Covid-19 and will 
return to work after their 14-
day self-quarantine.

Sour pointed out that the 
ministry could not provide 
an exact figure for the work-
ers who have not returned as 
they have done so for various 
reasons.

He said some workers may 
have been stopped by their 
parents from returning to 
avoid virus transmission, 
while others have turned to 
agricultural work as the rainy 
reason is approaching. 

“The figures are conflicting 
for various reasons. You [jour-
nalists] ask whether or not we 
will continue checking work-
ers’ health regularly, but we 

don’t even know if they will 
return. in any case, the Minis-
try of Health has mechanisms 
in place [to detect Covid-19],” 
he said.

Meanwhile, the aSEaN 
parliamentarians for Human 
rights (apHr) on Tuesday 
called for aSEaN member 
states and companies in the 
region to protect workers’ 
rights to healthy and safe con-
ditions amid the pandemic.

Chamnan Chanruang, a 
former Thai Member of par-
liament (Mp) apHr member 
said: “Every day, millions of 
workers in Southeast asia 
are going to work so that our 
countries keep running, but 
many are being forced to do 
so in dangerous conditions 
that put them at risk of con-
tracting or spreading the  
virus. 

“aSEaN governments 
must work with employers 
across all sectors to immedi-
ately step up action to make 
sure that everyone’s right to 
healthy and safe conditions 
at work is respected. if these 
workers are not protected, 
no one is.”

Workers struggle 
but new jobs and 
factories on the way

Council says state of emergency 
draft law in line with Constitution
Khouth Sopheak Charya 

T
HE Constitutional 
Council of Cambo-
dia (CCC) unani-
mously approved a 

state of emergency draft law 
at a plenary session on Mon-
day night, before it was sent 
to the royal Government by 
the National assembly for 
approval.

The assembly’s general sec-
retary and spokesman leng 
penglong confirmed to The 
Post on Tuesday that the law 
was sent to the government 
to propose that the King sign 
a royal Kret, or decree, to be 
able to implement it.

“This law can only be 
implemented if the King de-
clares a state of emergency,” 
penglong clarified.

Government spokesman 
phay Siphan told The Post 
on Tuesday that he has not 
obtained the draft law yet.

He explained that normal-
ly when the CCC approves a 
draft law, it must be sent to 
the Ministry of Justice or the 
Council of Ministers before 
it is sent to the King request-
ing his signature.

“i believe the National 
assembly forwarded the 
proposal to the Ministry of 
Justice, which is the main 
headquarters of the govern-
ment, to process it according 
to legal procedure.

But as of Tuesday after-
noon, i have not received le-
gal documentation attached 
to the resolution,” he said.

Ministry spokesman Chin 
Malin could not be reached 
for comment on Tuesday.

CCC spokesman Taing ra-
tana told The Post on Tues-
day that after listening to 
government representatives’ 
explanations of the draft law 
at Monday night’s meeting, 
the CCC unanimously decid-
ed the law was in the spirit of 
Cambodia’s Constitution. 

The government first draft-
ed the state of emergency law 
on March 31, based on article 
22 of the Constitution, which 
states: “When the nation 
faces danger, the King shall 
make a proclamation to the 
people putting the country 
in a state of emergency after 
agreement with the prime 
minister and the president of 
the National assembly and 
president of the Senate”.

The law was first approved 
by the National assembly on 
april 10, at its fourth session.

it states that the decision to 
declare a state of emergency 

shall be made when the na-
tion faces a threat to its se-
curity or public order. any 
disaster which might harm 
the country could trigger the 
decision, including war, an 
invasion of enemy troops or 
a public health crisis due to 
the outbreak of any illness. 

The law states that a state 
of emergency can’t last for 
more than three months, 
but if dangerous conditions 
persist, a state of emergency 
can be declared again.

if a state of emergency is 
declared, the government 
can issue at least 12 regula-

tions aimed at responding 
to the emergency.

anyone caught violat-
ing the laws or regulations 
declared during a state of 
emergency will be impris-
oned for one to five years 
and fined from two million 
riel ($500) to 10 million riel. 
any criminal charges stem-
ming from a violation would 
be applied in addition to 
these penalties.

The law also states that 
anyone caught inciting pub-
lic chaos or affecting nation-
al security shall be impris-
oned for five to 10 years.

For lesser offences which 
still disrespect the state of 
emergency, a perpetrator 
could be imprisoned for one 
month to a year and fined 
between 100,000 and two 
million riel.

if the offence incites public 
chaos or affects national se-
curity, the perpetrator could 
be jailed for one to five years 
and fined between two mil-
lion and 10 million riel.

perpetrators who commit 
similar misdeeds before a 
state of emergency is de-
clared will be charged and 
tried in the courts

During a plenary session held Monday, the Constitutional Council of Cambodia unanimously approved the new draft law. ministry of justice

Court grills
fake army 
recruiters
Kim Sarom

a MiliTarY Court on Tuesday tried 
two former military personnel in 
connection with illegal armed forces 
operations from 2016 to 2018 in Kom-
pong Chhnang, Kompong Speu and 
phnom penh. a verdict is expected 
be announced on May 7.

according to To Virak, one of the 
two defence lawyers, the court was 
comprised of three judges, includ-
ing Trial Chamber president pork 
porn, and Men Hong, a deputy  
prosecutor.

Virak, a lawyer for one of the 
accused, Sok Bunthoeun, 64, told The 
Post that his client had told the judg-
es he knew the other defendent roth 
Chanmony, 47, for many years.

in 2016, he was told by Chanmony 
that he wanted to recruit an armed 
force and was looking for people to 
join the army.

Virak said his client then recruited 
people by collecting money for them 
to become members of the royal 
Cambodian armed Forces (rCaF).

at first, Chanmony tried to deny 
this, Virak said, but because two wit-
nesses confirmed this to the judge and 
showed evidence, Chanmony 
acknowledged that he was involved in 
collecting money from Bunthoeun.

Virak confirmed that the illegal 
armed forces group did not have a 
clear team or commander. But they 
had an application for the army with 
the profiles and identities of the 
recruits.

“Chanmony admitted that he had 
received the money from Bunthoe-
un,” Virak said.

The lawyer concluded that his client 
was old and before being arrested he 
had been working in the military since 
1979.

So he had a long employment history 
but was just greedy. in all, Chanmony 
selected 114 people to serve in the 
army. 

“My client is also a victim, so i asked 
the court to release him,” Virak said.

according to court records, the two 
were active in Kampong Chhnang, 
Kampong Speu and phnom penh 
between 2016 and June 2018.

The two were busted in 2019.
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had provided cash to poor 
families who already have the 
so-called equity cards and 
some other families who were 
absent when the identification 
process began. Other families 
who have lost their income 
due to Covid-19 will also 
receive financial assistance.

The ministry’s Planning 
Cabinet deputy director Nop 
Kornavuth told The Post on 
Tuesday that households 
directly affected by Covid-19 
are required to submit their 
request to the local authori-

ties. Officials are to determine 
if they have faced hardship 
due to the pandemic.

After being certified by 
local the authorities as such, 
each planning department 
will issue an equity card for 
them before they can receive 
financial assistance from the 
government.

“All municipal and provincial 
planning departments will 
begin compiling poor house-
hold identification data start-
ing from May until the dead-
line so that we can determine 
the number of vulnerable fam-
ilies and the amount of money 

to be provided to them.
“So far, we have distributed 

40,000 cards for the poor to use 
public services.”

Affiliated Network for Social 
Accountability executive 
director San Chhey said while 
he welcomed the move, he 
wanted relevant authorities 
of all levels to disclose the 
budget and data of poor 
households in a transparent 
manner. That way, he said the 
government can efficiently 
improve their livelihoods.

He said so far, there have 
been suspicions that local 
authorities were hiding infor-

mation related to the identi-
fication of poor households 
under their jurisdictions to 
avoid being scolded by higher 
authorities for being ineffi-
cient in addressing the poor’s 
needs.

“Some families remain poor 
due to certain circumstances, 
or because public services are 
not efficient enough to lift 
them out of poverty. So we 
need to find ways to help the 
most vulnerable.

“Hiding information about 
the poor is a big mistake and 
would not comprehensively 
help them,” he said.

Ry Sochan

PRIME Minister Hun Sen signed a deci-
sion on April 17 to create a working 
group to synchronise social protection 
registration with data management 
systems to ensure those who need 
social services have access to them.

The decision states that the working 
group is responsible for developing strat-
egies and action plans to help improve 
social programmes without compromis-
ing the identity of those in need.

The working group will “advise the 
Executive Committee of the National 
Social Protection Board and coordinate 
with relevant institutions, including 
state institutions, development part-
ners and the private sector, in the work 
of preparing, installing, updating and 
modifying registration systems and 

information systems related to social 
protection to enable compatibility with 
each other,” its statement said.

Ministry of Social Affairs, Veterans 
and Youth Rehabilitation spokesman 
Touch Channy could not be reached 
for comment on Tuesday.

However, at a press conference at the 
Council of Ministers on Tuesday, Channy 
said the ministry had implemented 22 
social protection public services, includ-
ing a service which protects and promotes 
the rights of persons with disabilities. 

“We have compiled a book of these 
services and sent it to the Ministry of 
Public Works. They will make a public 
announcement to inform people of the 
services available to them,” he said.

Executive director of NGO Social 
Accountability Alliance San Chey told 
The Post on Tuesday that any design 

of a database helping those in need 
of social protection should start with 
a needs assessment.

Chey said many of the people in 
need earn a living outside of the tra-
ditional economy without a guaran-
tee of a consistent wage.

They include tuk-tuk tour drivers, 
motor-taxi drivers, souvenir and 
food merchants, and auto mechan-
ics, he said.

“Encouraging them in everyday life 
is one of the things we want to see 
happen, and it also helps us reach a 
vulnerable group. 

“Their income is small. If they have 
to pay for services such as hospital 
treatment, I think they would likely 
face a serious problem in self-care. If 
they have a Social Security card, they 
can live without fear,” he said.
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Foreigners in Kingdom must 
now register in FPCS system
Voun Dara

T
HE Ministry of Interi-
or’s General Depart-
ment of Immigration 
(GDI) announced 

that it would not grant visa ex-
tensions to foreigners staying 
in Cambodia if their names 
are not listed on the Foreign-
ers Present in Cambodia Sys-
tem (FPCS) by July 1.

Foreign nationals can regis-
ter in the system online.

The announcement was 
made in a letter from GDI di-
rector-general Kirth Chanthar-
ith on the implementation of 
measures for non-immigrant 
visa renewal in Cambodia.

The letter was sent to po-
lice stations in the capital and 
provinces on Monday after it 
was approved on April 10 by 
Minister of Interior Sar Kheng.

“For purposes of urging ef-
fective implementation of the 
directive No 028 of the Min-
istry of Interior on control 
of the presence of foreign-
ers in the Kingdom, the GDI 
will implement measures for 
non-immigrant visa renewals 
in Cambodia for foreigners 
whose names are not in the 
FPCS database from July 1 
onwards,” the letter read. 

The GDI also requested that 
all police chiefs in the capital 
and provinces disseminate 
the guidelines for owners or 
occupiers of residences of all 

types to make a report on the 
presence of foreigners so that 
they will be allowed to stay in 
Cambodia.

GDI spokesman Ath Bony 
confirmed on Tuesday that 
foreigners who stayed in 
Cambodia had to register 
their names to make it easier 
for the GDI. He said the GDI 
has established an online dig-
ital system to make it easier to 

list foreigners in Cambodia.
“It means that both guest-

houses and hotel [owners] 
have to register foreigners in 
the FPCS app using iOS or An-
droid systems when foreigners 
come to stay. If foreigners don’t 
register their names in the sys-
tem it means they are staying 
in Cambodia illegally,” he said.

Bony confirmed that in the 
past, concerned police and 

GDI forces have attempted 
to instruct and educate resi-
dences across the Kingdom 
to register foreigners. “So, if 
they don’t follow the direc-
tions, the GDI will take legal 
action,” he said. 

However, he did not have an 
update on the number of for-
eigners staying in Cambodia, 
saying that a technical task 
force is tallying the data.

Foreigners in Cambodia will have to register if they want to receive a visa extension. German embassy

The government is taking steps to ensure that people in need and those lacking a 
consistent wage obtain assistance . banteay meanchey province hall

Donations pour 
into Cambodia 
for Covid-19 fight

PM assigns group to ensure social services for informal employees

Niem Chheng

DONATIONS to the government 
have poured in to help fight the 
spread of Covid-19, with an esti-
mated $23 million coming from 
local donors and civil servants 
and another $40 million from 
international partners.

As of April 27, over 64,000 
civil servants from 41 minis-
tries and institutions pledged 
to donate portions of their 
salaries totalling 36.767 billion 
riel ($9.023 million) in the bat-
tle against the virus.

This figure was confirmed 
on Prime Minister Hun Sen’s 
Facebook page on Saturday 
and by a Fresh News report. 
The government has also 
received nearly $14 million 
from various donors.

Ministry of Economy and 
Finance spokesman Meas Sok-
sesan said the $63 million dona-
tions will be added to the $60 
million budget the government 
has set aside to fight Covid-19.

“We will check it further, but 
the commitment of interna-
tional partners is $40 million. 
The donations could be made 
in the form of medical materi-
als, equipment, or technical 
assistance.

“We have yet to receive cash. 
They [international partners] 
will transfer it gradually.  
They’ve made an even higher 
commitment to divert another 
$60 million to Cambodia as it 
battles Covid-19,” he said.

Soksesan said the govern-
ment has another $350 million 
at its disposal to assist poor and 
vulnerable people and sus-
pended factory workers.

But the budget could be 
insufficient if the battle against 
the virus persists for too long 
or the disease spreads rapidly. 
He said some money has 
already been withdrawn to buy 
necessary medical supplies.

In a recent press release, the 
Australian embassy confirmed 
that the country is continuing 
to provide financial support, 
technical and capacity-build-
ing expertise to empower 
Cambodians to respond effec-
tively to the unprecedented 
challenge of Covid-19.

Australian ambassador to 
Cambodia Pablo Kang said in 

the release that Australia’s 
approach is aimed at empower-
ing the government, private sec-
tor and civil society to imple-
ment coordinated measures for 
the benefit of all Cambodians.

“In the context of Covid-19, it 
shouldn’t be about donors such 
as Australia leading the efforts 
and claiming all the credit. Our 
health sector assistance is help-
ing Cambodia implement its 
own Covid-19 master plan.

“That way, our cooperation is 
more likely to lead to measures 
that are best suited for Cambo-
dia and ultimately have more 
sustainable impact,” he said.

The Australian embassy said it 
had provided over $100 million 
in aid to modernise Cambodia’s 
healthcare services and strength-
en the country’s health finance 
systems over the past 10 years.

Previously Australia donated 
$26 million to Cambodia’s Health 
Equity and Quality Improve-
ment Project (H-EQIP) and the 
country has committed to con-
tributing a further $6.5 million 
over the next two years.

Over $9 million in H-EQIP 
funds have been allocated to 
purchase 20 ambulances and 
other medical equipment. 
Funds were also used to devel-
op Cambodia’s laboratories to 
enable them to better respond 
to Covid-19.

The director of the Royal 
Academy of Cambodia’s Inter-
national Relations Institute, 
Kin Phea, said donors, civil 
servants and investors had 
contributed funds to Cambo-
dia because they trusted the 
government to respond effec-
tively to Covid-19.

“We have seen aid from other 
countries and regions such as the 
EU, the US, and China. It high-
lights our good relations with 
other countries and expresses 
the confidence those countries 
have in the government. 

“All of these [donations] are 
caring gestures of governments 
helping prevent the spread of 
the disease,” he said.

Cambodia, he said, has also 
shown its kindness, such as 
when the country allowed the 
MS Westerdam cruise ship to 
dock in Sihanoukville in Febru-
ary after it had been turned away 
by several other countries.

Equity cards to be distributed to the poor 
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B40 rocket mishap 
kills one, injures three
Khouth Sophak Chakrya

a 25-YEar-OlD woman was 
killed on Monday morning 
when her 12-year-old son acci-
dently caused a B40 rocket to 
explode in Soeng commune’s 
Kandal village, O’Chrov district, 
Banteay Meanchey province.

The victim, Chea Srey Sar, 
was picking fruits near a cas-
sava plantation with her two 
sons aged 12 and two, and her 
sister, Chea Srey Muoy, 34, 
when the incident occurred.

The children and Srey Muoy 
suffered injuries.

District police chief in charge 

of security Chorn Mab said the 
family had gathered to pick 
black plums near a cassava 
plantation which was recently 
harvested, not far from a small 
hill known for having rem-
nants of war such as unex-
ploded ordnances.

The 12-year-old boy found a 
B40 rocket and started playing 
with it, Mab said. Srey Muoy 
then told him to throw it away.

When he threw the B40 rocket, 
it exploded, killing Srey Sar and 
injuring his brother and aunt.

Mab said the victims were 
rushed to hospital for treatment.

Speaking to The Post from 

the hospital, Srey Muoy said 
doctors had performed sur-
gery to remove shrapnel from 
her and her two nephews.

She said the doctor informed 
the family that her two-year-old 
nephew may suffer blindness if 
he doesn’t receive proper care. 
Surgery was required to remove 
three pieces of shrapnel from 
him – two pieces from his shoul-
der and one from his left eye.

“i feel so sorry for my nephew. 
He is now an orphan at just two 
years old. The doctor confirmed 
that his left eye was hit with 
shrapnel and he could be blind 
in that eye in future,” she said.

Srey Muoy said her injuries 
were minor.

The family is originally from 
Kouk Thlok leu commune’s 
Kampong Kdei village in Siem 
reap’s Chi Kraeng district, but 
they moved to Kandal village 
after they were hired to grow 
cassava plants.

in light of the accident, Mab 
urged the public who find 
unexploded ordnances to 
immediately report them to 
the police.

“We will send specialists to 
safely remove them. Under no 
circumstances should they be 
touched,” he said.

Traffic fines increase on May 1
Ry Sochan       

T
HE National po-
lice recently trained 
nearly 4,000 police 
officers in prepara-

tion to implement new traffic 
laws on May 1 that will see a 
three to five-fold increase in 
fines for traffic violations.

National police chief Neth 
Savoeun said in an april 27 let-
ter to Minister of interior Sar 
Kheng that 3,919 policemen 
will enforce the new laws.

This includes 3,507 traffic 
police officers and 412 coop-
erative police officers. They 
will be supplied with 364 ve-
hicles – 66 cars and 298 mo-
torbikes.

Vocational training has also 
been provided to 3,978 traf-
fic police officers to enhance 
their skills of inspection and 
intervention.

Officers also received guid-
ance on how to perform their 
duties with a sense of moral-
ity and discipline.

The new traffic sub-decrees 
were announced to the pub-
lic and disseminated through 
Facebook, TV and radio, not-
ed the letter.

“all 25 capital and provin-
cial police commissariats and 
speciality departments have 
created action plans on how 
to strengthen the implementa-
tion of road traffic laws in 2020. 
The National police targeted 
568 locations to strengthen the 
law,” added the letter. 

Drivers who do not wear a 

helmet or wear one inappro-
priately will be fined a mini-
mum of 60,000 riel ($15), ac-
cording to the sub-decree. 

Motorists who drive under 
the influence of alcohol will 
be levied with hefty fines.

Two and three-wheeled mo-
torists with a blood alcohol 
content of 0.40mg per litre of 
air or 0.80g or higher per litre 
of blood will be fined one mil-
lion riel. 

For lightweight lorry driv-
ers, the fine is two million riel 

for the same violation while 
heavy lorry drivers will be 
fined four million riel. 

if drivers are caught driving 
under the influence of alcohol 
twice within six months, the 
traffic police will file a report 
and send the case to court for 
legal procedure. 

Drivers who violate traffic 
laws may also have their ve-
hicles seized by the National 
police.

National police spokesman 
Chhay Kim Khoeun told The Post 

on Monday that police forces are 
ready to implement the law.

institute for road Safety di-
rector Kong ratanak said he 
noticed messages on social 
media posted by the National 
police alerting citizens of the 
new sub-decree.

“The National police have al-
ready started disseminating the 
new sub-decree, but we cannot 
yet determine how many citi-
zens are aware of the new law, 
so the dissemination should be 
continued,” he said. 

Starting on May 1, road traffic violations will carry heftier fines. Motorists who do not wear a helmet or wear 
it inappropriately will be fined a minimum of 60,000 riel ($15). hean rangsey

The 12-year-old boy found a 
B40 rocket and started playing 

with it. when he threw the 
B40 rocket, it exploded

Officials deny forest-cutting claims
Khorn Savi

FOrEST activists conducted a 
10-day forest crimes investiga-
tion in the prey lang region 
and claimed to have found 
more than 200 workers camp-
ing in five different locations 
cutting down about 2,000 
trees. authorities have denied 
the claim.

Heng Sros, a forest activist in 
Stung Treng province, told The 
Post on Tuesday that his four-
man team was investigating 
forest crimes in the prey lang 
region from april 17-27.

Between april 20 and 23, 
they saw five groups of loggers, 
each with 50 to 60 people 
camping to cut trees to be 
transported by tractor, alleg-
edly for sale to Think Biotech 
(Cambodia) Co ltd and the 
angkor plywood Co ltd.

He said the five campsites 
were located in Sambor dis-
trict, Kratie province, where 
more than 2,000 trees have 
already been felled – each 
about 0.5-3m in diameter. He 
said they used nearly 200 trac-
tors to transport the timber.

“We have evidence, includ-
ing pictures, and we know that 
a company supervisor was try-
ing to retrieve a tree that was 
3m in diameter. The workers 
are cutting all varieties of trees, 
including the indigenous res-
in, which the communities 
depend on.

“We met the workers who 
were cutting the trees and inter-
viewed them. We asked them 
where they were selling the tim-
ber and how many workers 

there were. They said the areas 
where the camps are located 
are 3km in distance from one 
area to another,” he said.

Sros said the logging activi-
ties involved environmental 
officials who tried to block 
access to the prey lang region 
from april 20 to prevent activ-
ists and people living around 
the region to access the for-
est.

He said his team had 
searched the region by not let-
ting authorities know in 
advance and while no road-
blocks surrounded prey lang.

“i think the Ministry of Envi-
ronment and relevant institu-
tions should study this and not 
allow a company to destroy 
natural resources.

“One of the extremely cruel 

acts that Khmer people face is 
the fact that activists and 
monks who are trying very 
hard to prevent forest destruc-
tion are accused of being ter-
rorists or traitors. all such 
words used against us should 
stop,” he said.

Sros accused law enforce-
ment officials of protecting 
those destroying the forests 
and said they failed to use the 
law to protect nature lovers.

However, provincial Depart-
ment of Environment director 
Duong Chhay Savuth said 
Sros’ claims were not true.

“What Sros said is not true 
and misleading, because i had 
already reached the targets 
and Sros took old pictures to 
publish,” Chhay Savuth said.

The ministry recently issued 

an announcement warning of 
legal action against certain 
organisations and associa-
tions, claiming they were act-
ing illegally in protected areas 
as they had not registered with 
the Ministry of interior and 
have no agreement with the 
environment ministry.

Ministry of Environment sec-
retary of state Neth pheaktra 
said he would not respond with-
out a specific written report.

“How do i assess the claim 
and how do i trust the report? 
i will not comment on this ver-
bal report. On the other hand, 
the ministry urges groups of 
individuals who act as envi-
ronmental activists, NGOs or 
associations to learn to work 
with authorities and respect 
the law,” he said.

Forest activists in Prey Lang claim to have discovered campsites of loggers while conducting a probe. supplied
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AIA (Cambodia) Life 
Insurance Plc (“AIA 
Cambodia”) on 
Monday announced 

the launch of an innova-
tive virtual sales and busi-
ness development process to 
ensure both existing and new 
customers can access insurance 
solutions and protection advice 
despite social distancing mea-
sures currently in place due to 
the Covid-19 pandemic. The 
Virtual Face-to-Face (VFTF)
way of working is the first 
fully digitalised sales process to 
be implemented in Cambodia’s 
insurance industry and follows 
a wider trend at AIA Cambo-
dia of utilising cutting-edge 
digital tools and processes for 
the convenience of customers, 
AIA Life Planners, partners and 
employees. 

The VFTF work flow has 
been launched in response to 
the Ministry of Health’s recent 
social distancing measures and 
to ensure clients can continue 
to take up AIA policies but 
in a safe, convenient setting. 
Clients can communicate with 
AIA Life Planners via video 
call using a digital messaging 
app of their choice, including 
Facebook Messenger, What-
sApp, Microsoft Teams, Line, 
etc. With the use of digital 
tools and technology, meetings 
with customers can be con-
ducted virtually, allowing them 

to receive services and advice, 
and completion of purchase 
without leaving the comfort of 
their homes. 

The technology also enables 
the entire insurance sales 
process to be facilitated with 
live video streaming while 
documents verification and sales 
confirmation can be completed 
electronically. Going forward, 
the VFTF will become a core 
part of AIA Cambodia’s recruit-
ment and training processes to 
ensure the company’s employ-
ees and AIA Life Planners can 
remain agile and access the 
latest technologies to succeed in 
their jobs.

AIA Cambodia CEO Pauline 
Teoh said: “Despite the chal-
lenges caused by Covid-19, 
we are committed to helping 
families access protection. We 
will continue our digital in-
novation initiatives and utilise 
the latest technologies to 
improve customer service and 
enhance operation efficiency. 
The VFTF new way of working 
is the next step in our digital 
evolution, ensuring we have 
state-of-the-art technology to 
serve our customers, providing 
them peace of mind and help-
ing them live healthier, longer, 
better lives in this particularly 
difficult time.”

The launch of the VFTF 
new way of working fol-
lows a series of activities and 

measures launched by AIA 
Cambodia during the Covid-19 
pandemic outbreak to support 
the economy and people’s 
livelihoods.AIA employees are 
equipped with laptops that 
enable remote working to 
support customer service and 
business operations without 
interruption. Customers are 
being looked after with special 
coverage that offers financial 
assistance if diagnosed with 
Covid-19 and require treat-
ment in the hospital.  AIA Life 
Planners meanwhile are being 
provided with new technolo-
gies, training, communication 
apps and platforms to help 
them build a career and make 
a living.

AIA Cambodia, which 
is part of AIA, the largest 
publicly listed pan-Asian life 
insurance group will continue 
to play a leadership role in 
supporting the economy and 
social development of Cam-
bodia. 

If anyone would like to 
contact AIA Cambodia, they 
are invited to reach out to the 
dedicated AIA Client Care team 
by calling 086 999 242 or 
messaging the AIA Cambodia 
Facebook page. They can also 
be put in touch with an AIA 
Life Planner for a video call on 
an app of their choice should 
they wish to obtain a new 
policy.  
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AIA Cambodia launches innovative way to 
serve customers despite Covid-19 disruption

Post Staff

MalaYSiaN retail group parkson 
Holdings Bhd’s Cambodian unit has 
been ordered to pay $144.50 mil-
lion in damages to its lessor Hassan 
(Cambodia) Development Co ltd 
(HCDC), parkson Holdings said in a 
statement filed on behalf of parkson 
retail asia ltd (pra) to Bursa Ma-
laysia on Monday.

The unit, parkson (Cambodia) Co 
ltd (pCCO), is wholly owned by pra, 
which is a 67.96 per cent owned sub-
sidiary of parkson Holdings and is 
listed on the Singapore exchange.

pCCO must additionally forfeit its 
security deposit and advance pay-
ments amounting to $4.49 million, ac-
cording to the phnom penh Municipal 
Court’s april 22 verdict on the lawsuit 
that HCDC initiated against the unit.

The statement said: “pCCO is cur-
rently seeking advice from its Cam-
bodian lawyers whether to petition to 
set aside the judgement, to appeal to 
the Cambodian appellate Court or if 
other forms of recourse are available.

“The board wishes to highlight that 
the judgement is only applicable against 
pCCO and does not extend to the com-
pany, the company’s other subsidiaries 
nor its holding companies,” it said.

in November 2018 and October last 
year, pra announced that it had is-
sued a notice of arbitration to HCDC 
under the Singapore international ar-
bitration Centre (SiaC) over the lease.

pra announced in its unaudited 
financial statements – released on 
august 27, 2019 for the fourth quar-
ter and 12 months ended June 30, 
2019 – that the dispute was pending 

arbitration under the SiaC.
On December 12, 2018, HCDC filed 

a petition against pCCO at the phnom 
penh Municipal Court seeking dam-
ages amounting to $12.44 million.

pCCO tried to challenge the juris-
diction of the phnom penh Municipal 
Court in hearing the case, but failed.

The Monday statement said: “prior 
to the judgement, parkson Cambodia 
had filed an appeal motion to the Cam-
bodian appellate Court to transfer the 
jurisdiction of the phnom penh [Mu-
nicipal] Court to hear Case No 2577 
to SiaC arbitration jurisdiction. The 
appeal motion is currently pending in 
the Cambodian appellate Court.

“The pra Group’s maximum po-
tential exposure resulting from the 
judgement will therefore be limited 
to its capital contribution in park-
son Cambodia which had been fully 
provided for in the audited financial 
statements of pra for the financial 
year ended June 30, 2017.

“pra Group had, in its audited finan-
cial statements for the financial years 
ended June 30, 2016, 2017 and 2018, 
recognised the impairment losses in 
connection with, inter alia, the full 
amounts of prepaid rental, rental de-
posit and property, plant and equip-
ment in respect of the Cambodia Store.

“accordingly, the judgement, even 
if not successfully reversed or ap-
pealed against by parkson Cambo-
dia, is not expected to have a mate-
rial impact on the earnings per share 
and the net tangible assets per share 
of the pra Group for the financial 
year ending June 30,2020,” pra said.

The post could not reach HCDC for 
comment on Tuesday.

parkson Cambodia 
ordered to pay $144M 

Ministry issues action 
projects for wastewater  
Voun Dara

M
iNiSTEr of public 
Works and Transport 
Sun Chanthol, in col-
laboration with relevant 

stakeholders, has issued an action 
plan for wastewater management.

This will ensure the implementa-
tion of projects related to the man-
agement of the filtration system to 
maintain the beauty of cities and 
the wellbeing of its people.

Chanthol launched the action plan 
at a meeting on Monday on relevant 
wastewater projects at the ministry.

its official Facebook page said the 
meeting was to look at current and 
future projects to effectively manage 
and organise project management 
and project implementation so 
wastewater management is smooth, 
efficient and effective.

“The wastewater management 
system action plan is an important 
task that we must focus on to main-
tain beauty, welfare and economic 
growth,” Chanthol said.

He said the ministry currently has 
several projects with the asian De-
velopment Bank and the World Bank 
to accelerate the implementation of 
the Ministry’s National action plan 
and National Development plan to 
achieve green cities.

“The master plan for the waste-
water management system in preah 
Sihanouk province has already been 
set up and all three sewage pumping 
stations that have been studied.

“This includes canal rehabilitation 

and the need to accelerate construc-
tion and rehabilitation as soon as 
possible to maintain the increasing 
tourist arrivals to this coastal prov-
ince,” he said.

Chanthol also told officials to meet 
regularly to study new techniques, 
relevant legal norms, and organise 
working group to manage and direct 
implementation teams, and to work 
together to achieve the highest effi-
ciency to maintain the beauty, wel-
fare and sustainable development 
of the Kingdom.

Ministry spokesman Kong Vimean 
confirmed on Tuesday that the min-

istry had instructed the new General 
Department of Wastewater Manage-
ment to prepare legal documents 
and other work related to wastewa-
ter treatment systems.

“Some projects involving waste-
water management, which were 
previously under the direct control 
of the ministry, will be diverted to 
the General Department of Waste-
water Management,” he said.

in connection with the manage-
ment of the wastewater system, the 
ministry is focusing on work in the 
major cities and provinces around 
the Tonle Sap.

The Ministry of Public Works and Transport wants to clean up stinky city canals like 
this one near Boeung Trabek Market in Phnom Penh . hong menea



THE PHNOM PENH POST  april  29, 2020  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM6

Business
USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,102 1.4014 7.0843 107.08 4.3670 1.4173 32.45 0.6480 1.0848 1.2462

Hin Pisei 

CaMBODia exported 3,475 
tonnes of fishery products to 
international markets in the 
first quarter of this year, inch-
ing up 0.72 percent from 3,450 
tonnes in the same period last 
year, said a report from the 
Ministry of agriculture, For-
estry and Fisheries.

During the period, exports 
of fresh fishery products 
increased 15 tonnes year-on-
year to 2,465 tonnes, while 
processed fishery products 
gained 10 tonnes year-on-year 
to 1,010, said the report.

Freshwater fishery yield 
totalled 88,360 tonnes, down 
3.71 per cent from the same 
period last year, it said. Sea 
fishery yield reached 25,780 
tonnes, down 0.2 per cent 
year-on-year. production of 
farmed fish and shrimp 
reached 51,866 tonnes, an 
increase of 19.9 per cent.

Ministry spokesman Srey 
Vuthy told The Post on Tuesday 
that despite the low growth in 
natural fish products, the min-
istry is working to strengthen 
many aquaculture practices to 
adequately supply local 
demand and which can lead to 
more international exports in 
the future.

The ministry is encouraging 
and promoting family farming 
and large-scale aquaculture 
investment with short-term 
high-yield species diversifica-
tion, he said.

“With the effort now, i expect 
that Cambodia’s fishery product 
exports will continue to grow in 
the future,” said Vuthy.

He said the ministry’s policy 
is to increase aquaculture farm-
ing by 20-25 per cent annually.

Eng Cheasan, the director-
general of the ministry’s Fish-
eries administration, could 
not be reached for comment 
on Monday.

However, he previously told 
The Post that most of the King-
dom’s fisheries output is export-
ed to Vietnam and Thailand.

Cambodia’s fishery produc-
tion is expected to grow over 
the next few years as aquacul-
ture yields are increasing in 
most areas, particularly in the 
coastal provinces and around 
the Tonle Sap river, he said.

The government earlier this 
month announced a ban on 
fish exports in an attempt to 
increase domestic stockpiles 
and prevent food shortages 
during the Covid-19 epidemic.

Cambodia exported 14,100 
tonnes of freshwater fish 
products to international 
markets last year, down 2.25 
per cent from 14,500 tonnes 
in 2018.

Japanese 
joint venture 
focused on 
renewables
Thou Vireak

T
WO Japanese renew-
able energy pro-
ducers, aura Green 
Energy Co and solar 

panel system provider WWB 
Corp have teamed up to build 
a hybrid power plant genera-
tion business in the Kingdom 
by next year, aiming to secure 
a stable power supply, Japan 
News agency (NNa) reported 
on Monday.

as fuel, the joint venture will 
use solar panels – produced by 
WWB Corp in Vietnam – along 
with rice husks supplied from 
a rice mill of angkor Kasekam 
roongroeung Co ltd, a major 
local rice producer in Kandal 
province, an aura Green En-
ergy spokeswoman told NNa. 

The project will reportedly 
cost 400 million yen ($3.8 mil-
lion), with a total output ca-
pacity of 1.5MW. The plant will 
supply power to the rice mill, 
with any surplus power to be 

sold to the national grid or a lo-
cal power company, she said.

Cambodia rice Federation 
secretary-general lun Yeng 
told The Post on Tuesday that 
sustainable electricity plays 
an important role in the rice 
sector to boost production 
and reduce cost.

However, the government 
does not encourage invest-
ment in solar power that is not 
connected to the national grid 
as it costs more than if pur-
chased from the state, he said.

“it’d be great if the solar 
power plant has enough elec-
tricity capacity to power the 
rice mill plant. Costs will be 
low,” said Yeng.

Victor Jona, the director-
general of the Ministry of 
Mines and Energy’s General 
Department of Energy, told 
The Post that the private sector 
should use power purchased 
from Cambodia’s state-run 
electricity supplier Electricite 
du Cambodge, which comes 

from the national grid and is 
low cost.   

“if there is proper supply 
and there is a sustained sup-
ply of electricity, use it . . . No 
need to invest,” he said.

in February, the two Japa-
nese companies established 
a 50-50 joint venture with a 
capital investment of $5,000 
in the Kingdom for the busi-
ness, said the spokeswoman.

The project is partly subsi-
dised by the Japanese govern-
ment, at about 110 million 

yen, under the Joint Crediting 
Mechanism, a system to coop-
erate with developing coun-
tries for reducing greenhouse 
gas emissions, in which the re-
sult of reduction is assessed as 
contribution by both partner 
countries and Japan.

aura Green Energy esti-
mates that the project will 
contribute to cutting 1,316 
tonnes of carbon dioxide 
emissions per annum from 
the biomass power genera-
tion and 565 tonnes from so-

lar power, she said.
The Kingdom’s electricity 

demand is growing at an av-
erage of 16-18 per cent annu-
ally, though it soared 25 per 
cent last year from 2018, Jona 
said, adding that Cambodia 
can currently cover about 70-
80 per cent of total domestic 
electricity consumption.

The Kingdom produced 
11.261GWh of electricity last 
year, up 21 per cent from 
2018’s 9.427GWh, said a min-
istry report.

CMa rejects call to suspend microloan debts
Thou Vireak

THE Cambodian Microfinance 
association (CMa) rejected a 
statement by local non-profit 
NGO Cambodian league for 
the promotion and Defence of 
Human rights (liCaDHO) 
which claims that millions of 
Cambodians are suffering due 
to a deep debt crisis of over $10 
billion in loans from microfi-
nance institutions (MFis).

This comes after liCaDHO 
issued a joint statement on 
Monday with 134 other organ-
isations that “microfinance 
debt should be suspended and 
land titles returned to property 
owners . . . with full rights”.

at the same time, the NGO 
has urged MFis to suspend all 
loans and interest payments 
for at least three months to 
ensure that people will not be 
at risk, said the statement.

“We insist that the royal 
Government and MFis priori-
tise the health and livelihood 
of Cambodians.

“More than two and a half 
million Cambodians currently 
hold microloans, with an aver-
age loan of more than $3,800 
– the largest amount in the 
world. This puts millions of 
Cambodians’ livelihoods, 
health and land tenure secu-

rity at risk,” it said.
CMa deputy chairman Bun 

Mony told The Post on Tuesday 
that although there are more 
than two million MFi borrow-
ers in Cambodia, MFis had 
taken mortgages from only 
about one million.

“We do not take their mort-
gages to seize their property for 
our own use, they still use it . . . 
They can put up their house title 
if they still live in the house.” 

“[liCaDHO] says we have to 
give them land titles so that 
they can have a way to do busi-
ness and that’s not right. i 
think liCaDHO doesn’t have 
any economic knowledge,” 
said Mony.

He said the CMa has been 
taking “soft” measures in deal-
ing with customer debt after 
an appeal from prime Minister 
Hun Sen and the National 
Bank of Cambodia (NBC).

“We will suspend debt pay-
ments upon the client’s request 
to the MFi. We do not force them 
to sell their land under the 
present circumstances because 
we know that they are facing 
hardships. additionally, we won’t 
require them to pay late fees.

“The success of the customer 
is the success of the MFi, and the 
MFi cannot succeed on the fail-
ures of its customers,” he said.

lOlC (Cambodia) plc CEO 

Sok Voeun said the institu-
tion has been following the 
NBC’s guidelines for settling 
debt with clients.

“Why would they request to 
take back their land titles? 
There is no risk of them being 
lost, we are working peace-
fully together,” Voeun said. 

However, liCaDHO has 
acknowledged that the meas-
ures introduced by NBC 
encourage MFis to restructure 
credit and delay repayments 
on a case-by-case basis, said 
the statement.

“We hope that the NBC and 
the government consider issu-
ing regulations for this sector 
and order MFis to ease the 
burden of borrowers as soon 
as possible,” it said.

at the end of last year, Cam-
bodia had 46 commercial 
banks, 15 specialised banks, 82 
MFis, 248 rural credit opera-
tors, 15 leasing companies and 
20 payment service providers, 
said the NBC’s Macroeconomic 
and Banking Progress 2019 
Report and 2020 Outlook.

Banks’ outstanding loan port-
folio reached $24.5 billion last 
year while deposits stood at 
$25.5 billion. among MFis, 
loans reached $7.2 billion and 
deposits $3.9 billion, said the 
report.

Fishery 
exports 
increase 
from 2019

Japan-based WWB Corp, a solar panel provider, has teamed with Aura Green Energy Co, to build a hybrid 
power plant generation business in the Kingdom. pUBLIC DOMAIN

Millions of Cambodians, many now laid off, are wallowing in a $10 billion debt crisis. pOST STAFF
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recession: indonesia virus response fractured
i

NDONESia’S economy may 
enter a recession and experi-
ence a much longer recovery 
than other countries in South-

east asia if the government’s man-
agement of the Covid-19 pandemic 
remains “slow” and “amateurish”, 
economists have warned.

a recession happens when a coun-
try sees its gross domestic product 
(GDp) decline for two consecutive 
quarters in conjunction with other 
monthly indicators, such as a rise in 
unemployment.

University of indonesia senior econ-
omist Faisal Basri voiced concerns 
over the government’s handling of the 
health crisis, adding that with the cur-
rent containment measures, the coun-
try could see an economic contraction 
of up to 2.5 per cent, or 0.5 per cent 
growth in a best-case scenario.

“The sophisticated economic pol-
icy taken by the government will be 
in vain if the government’s Covid-
19 containment measures remain 
amateurish,” Faisal said during an 
online discussion on Friday.

“The trajectory of indonesia’s econ-
omy is very hard to predict right now, 
as the government has been late to 
ban mudik [exodus] while the large-
scale social restrictions have not had 
much of an impact,” he said, warning 
that the country’s economic recovery 
would take much longer and incur 
higher costs.

The government’s idul Fitri exo-
dus ban came into effect on Friday 
and will remain in place until May 
31 with travel restrictions to be en-
forced in Covid-19 red zones. The 
ban comes after the government 
resisted calls from health experts 
since late last month.

The Sars-CoV-2 virus has infected 
at least 9,500 people and killed more 
than 770 as of Tuesday, official data 
shows. Several regions nationwide 
have now moved to implement large-
scale social restrictions (pSBB).

as least two provinces and 16 mu-
nicipalities and regencies across 
the archipelago have had requests 
to impose partial lockdowns ap-
proved by Minister of Health 
Terawan agus putranto.

in addition to the provinces of Ja-
karta and West Sumatra, other areas 
of Greater Jakarta, namely Depok, 
Bogor and Bekasi in West Java and 
South Tangerang and Tangerang in 
Banten, have also imposed partial 
lockdowns, as have Bandung and 
Cimahi in West Java, pekanbaru 
in riau, Tegal in Central Java and 
Makassar in South Sulawesi.

president Joko ‘Jokowi’ Widodo is 
recalibrating his large-scale physical 

distancing strategy and has called 
for testing to be ramped up.

researchers of credit intelligence 
provider Fitch Solutions inc wrote 
in a note: “The indonesian govern-
ment’s response to Covid-19 has 
been slow, unclear and fractured.

“Given the belated containment 
efforts in indonesia, we believe the 
Covid-19 outbreak will likely last 
longer than in other countries in the 
region. as such, containment mea-

sures and border closures will also 
remain in place for longer.”

Fitch Solutions has downgraded in-
donesia’s economic growth projection 
to 2.8 per cent, down from its initial 
projection of 4.2 per cent, as spending 
and investment are expected to slow.

That compares with the govern-
ment’s 2.3 per cent GDp growth pro-
jection for this year, which would be 
the lowest rate in 21 years. Under 
a worst-case scenario, the govern-
ment foresees an economic con-
traction of 0.4 per cent.

The researchers said: “We assess 
that the contraction in the economy 
could be deeper if the outbreak is 
not contained over the next quarter, 
and as such further downward re-
visions to our 2020 growth forecast 
should not be discounted.

“We believe that private spending 
will collapse later this year as employ-
ment conditions continue to worsen.”

Household consumption ac-
counts for more than half of indo-
nesia’s GDp.

The government has unveiled a 
436.1 trillion rupiah ($28 billion) bud-
get for Covid-19 stimulus packages, 
equal to 2.5 per cent of the country’s 
GDp, that will primarily be channelled 
into healthcare, social safety net and 
business recovery programmes.

Speaking during the same discus-
sion as Faisal, Ministry of Finance 
special staff member Masyita Crys-
tallin said the country’s contain-
ment measures were “crucial” for 
economic recovery.

“The government is currently im-
proving its measures and will always 
try to fine-tune the policies taken to 
handle the crisis,” she said. THE JAKAR-

TA POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Indonesia could see an economic contraction of up to 2.5 per cent, or 0.5 per cent growth in a best-case scenario if the government’s 
management of the Covid-19 pandemic remains ‘slow’ and ‘amateurish’. THE JAKARTA POST
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SEOUl-BaSED consumer 
loan provider KB Kookmin 
Card Co ltd said on april 27 
that it had signed a deal to 
buy a controlling 50.99 per 
cent stake in Bangkok-based 
personal loan provider J Fin-
tech Co ltd for 650 million 
baht ($20 million).

This marks the first acquisi-
tion deal that allows a South 
Korean credit card company 
to enter the Thai financial 
market since the asian finan-
cial crisis in 1997.

The deal is awaiting ap-
proval from the financial au-
thorities in South Korea and 
Thailand. The credit card 
company expects it to be 
closed by the end of this year.

J Fintech is a financial sub-
sidiary of mobile phone dis-
tributor Jay Mart pcl. Engag-
ing in the business of lending 
money under the brand “J 
Money”, collecting bad debt 
and writing off nonperform-
ing loans, J Fintech recorded 
a 67 million baht net profit 
last year.

Jay Mart currently holds 
95.65 per cent of shares in J 
Fintech. KB Kookmin Card 
will buy J Fintech’s newly is-
sued shares.

“The deal will serve as a cor-
nerstone for financial units 
under the umbrella of KB Fi-
nancial Group, including KB 
Kookmin Bank, to enter into 
Thai market” the consumer 
lender said in a statement.

as Korea’s third-largest 
credit card company, KB 

Kookmin Card has made in-
roads into the consumer loan 
service market in Southeast 
asia since lee Dong-chul 
took the top post in 2018.

last year, it signed a deal to 
acquire indonesian lender pT 
Finansia Multi Finance.

KB Kookmin Card acquired 
Cambodia’s Tomato Spe-
cialized Bank for $10.80 in 
2018 which became KB Dae-
han Specialized Bank plc. 
it opened its first branch in 
phnom penh’s Sen Sok district 
on February 11, this year.

“Despite Cambodia’s rapid 
economic growth rate and fi-
nancial market improvement, 
there is a lack of financial in-
frastructure . . . in order to 
promote more stable growth, 
we decided to open an of-
fline face-to-face operation,” 
Korea JoongAng Daily quoted 
a company press release as 
saying.

a spokesman told the daily: 
“Ever since KB Kookmin Card 
established its Cambodia 
headquarters in September 
2018, we quickly began turn-
ing a profit . . . The latest Cam-
bodia operation will help start 
a new business like card sales 
sooner than we thought.”

KB Kookmin Card is a wholly 
owned arm of KB Financial 
Group inc, South Korea’s larg-
est banking group by total as-
sets. last year, the net profit of 
KB Kookmin Card rose 10.5 per 
cent year-on-year to 316.55 bil-
lion won ($260 million). THE KO-

REA HERALD/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

KB Kookmin Card set 
to acquire Thai lender 
J Fintech for $20M

infrastructure spending in the 
philippines down in February
T

HE amount spent by 
the philippine govern-
ment to build infra-
structure declined in 

February, a month before the 
enhanced community quaran-
tine (ECQ) was imposed and 
public construction activities 
were put to a halt.

The latest Department of Bud-
get and Management (DBM) 
data showed that disburse-
ments on infrastructure and 
other capital outlays declined 
4.7 per cent to 45.6 billion pesos 
($900 million) in February from 
50.3 billion a year ago.

February infrastructure 
spending was also 5.5 per 
cent lower than the 48.3 bil-
lion pesos in January.

Between January and Febru-
ary, expenditures on infrastruc-
ture and other capital outlays 
dropped by a faster 20.7 per 
cent to 93.9 billion pesos from 
118.4 billion during the first 
two months of last year.

in a report, the DBM said: 
“The decrease is mainly attrib-
uted to the base effect of high 
infrastructure expenditures 
in the same period last year 
brought about by the payment 
of prior years’ accounts pay-
able for completed projects 
of the Department of public 
Works and Highways [DpWH].

“prior years’ accounts pay-
able of the DpWH for its capi-
tal outlays for the first two 
months of 2020 amounted to 
35.2 billion pesos, down from 
the 82.2 billion recorded for 
the same period last year.

“This decline was partly 
offset by the increase in the 
DpWH current year accounts 
payable [nearly 13 billion pe-
sos year-on-year), payments 
for completed projects under 
the revised armed Forces of 
the philippines modernisa-
tion programme of the De-
partment of National Defence 
and encashment of check 
floats,” said the DBM.

During the ECQ which 
started in mid-March, the 
inter-agency Task Force on 
Emerging infectious Diseas-
es (iaTF-EiD) did not allow 
implementing agencies to 
continue construction of big-

ticket infrastructure projects 
even as there was a lull in oth-
er economic activities during 
the lockdown period.

The Duterte Cabinet’s in-
frastructure team had asked 
the iaTF-EiD to exempt proj-
ects such as the North luzon 
Expressway-South luzon Ex-
pressway Skyway Stage 3, the 
light rail Transit to Cavite, 
and the rehabilitation of the 
Metro rail Transit-3 to take 
advantage of the lack of pas-
senger and commuter traffic 
during the lockdown.

presidential adviser for 
flagship programmes and 
projects Secretary Vivencio B 
Dizon previously told Philip-
pine Daily Inquirer that they 
will again seek exemption.

“But, we must impose very 
stringent measures to ensure 
safety and health protocols 
similar to what we did dur-
ing the construction of the 
quarantine facilities”, he said, 
referring to the ongoing con-
version of sports and conven-
tion facilities in Metro Manila 
and New Clark City in order 
to decongest hospitals.

Moving forward, the DBM 
expects total disbursements 
during the month of March 
and for the entire first quarter 
to increase year-on-year.

However, they “will likely 
be lower than the programme 
with the temporary delays in 
programme/project imple-
mentation as a result of the 
imposition of the ECQ due to 
the Covid-19 pandemic.

“it must be noted that with 
the enactment of repub-
lic act (ra) No 11469 or the 
Bayanihan to Heal as One act 
on March 24, existing pro-
grammes, activities, and proj-
ects of the government will be 
reprioritised, reprogrammed, 
and realigned to the extent 
possible to augment the pro-
vision for priority health and 
social protection-related 
programmes and other mea-
sures intended to contain 
the Covid-19 emergency and 
mitigate its impact to the 
economy.

“Consequently, disburse-
ments for the next few months 
are expected to increase with 
the purchase of medical sup-

plies and equipment of the 
Department of Health for the 
Covid-19 response, release of 
cash subsidies to families and 
sectors affected by the ECQ 
such as the Department of 
Social Welfare and Develop-
ment’s social amelioration 
programme, the Department 
of labour and Employment’s 
Covid-19 adjustment mea-
sures programme, and the 
one-time grant of financial 
assistance to local govern-
ment units equivalent to one 
month of their internal rev-
enue allotment.

“Meanwhile, spending for 
rest of the year will continue 
to be driven largely by the im-
plementation of Covid-19 re-
lated programmes, activities 
and projects, as well as other 
measures or strategies iden-
tified and recommended by 
the iaTF-EiD technical work-
ing group on anticipatory and 
forward planning on how to 
move forward with the ‘new 
normal’ situation given the 
pandemic,” said the DBM. 
PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER/ASIA NEWS 

NETWORK

The latest Department of Budget and Management (DBM) data showed that disbursements on infrastructure 
and other capital outlays declined 4.7 per cent to 45.6 billion pesos ($900 million) in February. AFP

KB Kookmin Card has made inroads into the consumer loan service market 
in Southeast Asia since Lee Dong-chul took the top post in 2018. SUPPLIED

Thailand’s Stark Corp acquires Vietnamese cable makers
THailaND’S Stark Corp pcl 
has completed the acquisition 
of Vietnam-based Thinh phat 
Cables JSC (Thipha) and Dong 
Viet Non-Ferrous Metal and 
plastic JSC (Dovina) for a com-
bined value of $240 million.

The transaction was imple-
mented by Stark’s subsidiary 
phelps Dodge international 
(Thailand) Co ltd, a leading 
Thai and Southeast asian wire 
and cable manufacturer.

Through the deal, Stark aims 
to increase productivity and 
cable production capacity, as 
well as expand to become a 
leading producer of power 
cables in the region.

Financial news platform 
DealStreetasia quoted Stark as 
saying in a stock exchange fil-
ing: “The overall business of 

the company and the target 
companies is similar and com-
plement the company’s core 
business and also enhance the 
competitive advantages of the 
group company for domestic 
and international markets.”

phelps Dodge international 
produces and exports wires 
and cables to various countries, 
while the Vietnamese busi-
nesses operate in the same sec-
tor and have also reached sev-
eral Southeast asian markets.

The transaction represents 
the largest inbound private 
sector industrial transaction in 
Vietnam in the last three years, 
reported independent merg-
ers and acquisitions intelli-
gence service Mergermarket 
ltd. it reflected the continued 
attractiveness of the Vietnam-

ese domestic market, and Viet-
nam’s strong regional position 
within aSEaN.

News site nhadautu.vn 
reported that Thipha was estab-
lished in 1987 in Ho Chi Minh 
City and is the second largest 
manufacturer of electrical wires 
and cables in Vietnam.

at the end of 2009, Thipha’s 
shareholders established 
Dovina to import and process 
copper and aluminium for the 
production of electrical wires 
and cables. Dovina sells proc-
essed copper and aluminium 
to Thipha and other business-
es in Vietnam and abroad.

Both are among the 100 largest 
private companies in Vietnam.

By the end of September, the 
total assets of Thipha and 
Dovina had reached 4.7 trillion 

dong ($200 million). Total 
combined revenue and net 
profit also reached 7.1 trillion 
and 344.8 billion dong, respec-
tively.

Thipha’s projects include 
park Hill Building in Hanoi, 
E-Home 3, 4, 5 in Ho Chi Minh 
City and Binh Duong province, 
Tan Son Nhat international 
airport in Ho Chi Minh City, 
Diamond Bay resort 2 in 
Khanh Hoa province, and phu 
Quoc international airport in 
Kien Giang province.

Thipha also provides prod-
ucts to projects in foreign 
markets such as the Vattanac 
Tower in Cambodia, Hong 
Kong land in Cambodia and 
the Coca Cola factory in 
Myanmar. VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK
ThiPha was established in 1987 in Ho Chi Minh City and is the second 
largest manufacturer of electrical wires and cables in Vietnam. SUPPLIED
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world

FraNCE on Monday condemned iran 
over the executions this month of two 
young offenders who it said were 
minors at the time of their crimes, 
accusing Tehran of violating its inter-
national obligations.

The French foreign ministry said 
that Shayan Saeedpour was executed 
on april 21 and Majid Esmailzadeh on 
april 18, noting they were both 
“minors at the time of the facts”.

“The executions are contrary to the 
international obligations that iran has 
signed up to itself, in particular the 
international convention on the rights 
of the child,” it said.

amnesty international had already 
condemned the execution of Saeed-
pour, 21, at the central prison in 
Saqqez, in iran’s Kurdistan province, 
“as vengeful and cruel”.

it said the conviction was in con-
nection with the fatal stabbing of a 
man during a fight in august 2015 
when Saeedpour was 17. He had a 
history of mental illness.

it said Saeedpour was among doz-
ens of prisoners who had escaped 
from the central prison in Saqez in late 
March amid riots over iran’s response 
to the coronavirus outbreak and fears 
it could spread to prisons.

amnesty said it “believes his execu-
tion may have been an act of retaliation 
by the local prosecution authorities, 
intended to deter other prisoners from 
attempting similar escape plans”.

reports said Majid Esmailzadeh was 
executed in ardabil prison in the 
northern ardabil province.

UN High Commissioner for Human 
rights Michelle Bachelet had already 
condemned both executions as “abso-
lutely prohibited under international 
human rights law”.

The French statement also “expressed 
concern” over reports that another 
young offender, Danial Zeinolabedini, 
who had also been condemned to 
death, had died in prison.

amnesty has said Zeinolabedini was 
likely tortured. AFP

France, Spain plan lockdown exit 
while aussie surfers hit the beach
F

raNCE and Spain were on 
Tuesday set to announce 
plans to lift strict coronavi-
rus lockdowns that have en-

dured for weeks, while on the other 
side of the world, surfers returned 
to Bondi Beach as australia took its 
first steps to ease restrictions.

Countries are beginning to chart 
their path out of shutdowns im-
posed to stem the spread of the 
deadly disease, which emerged in 
China late last year and has now 
infected more than three million 
people worldwide.

at least 209,000 people have died 
from Covid-19 – a quarter of them in 
the US, the worst-hit country followed 
by italy, Spain, France and the UK.

as some death rates slow, govern-
ments are exploring how to relax stay-
at-home orders that are exacting their 
own damaging economic and psycho-
logical tolls, without sparking a dan-
gerous second wave of contagion.

Hundreds of eager surfers and 
swimmers rushed into the waves at 
Bondi Beach in Sydney, five weeks 
after police closed the area because 
of large crowds ignoring social dis-
tancing rules.

The sand remained largely empty, 
as people are still banned from sun-
bathing.

With a handful of US states taking 
steps to revive their shuttered econ-
omies, schools and shops in some 
parts of Europe have opened up.

From next week, italians will be able 
to exercise outdoors and visit relatives 
– but only if they wear masks and re-
frain from hugs and handshakes.

Spain has already begun easing 
its tight lockdown and was set to 
announce more detailed plans on 
Tuesday, as was France, which has 
said it will begin to ease confine-
ment on May 11.

For parts of the US, the lockdown 
has begun to ease – despite criticism 
from health experts, but much to the 
delight of some citizens.

“We need human touch, human 
contact,” said 64-year-old Kim 

Kaseta, as she tucked into breakfast 
in the US state of Georgia.

Most US states do not yet have suffi-
cient Covid-19 testing to consider re-
laxing stay-at-home orders, according 
to an analysis by Harvard researchers 
and the health news site Stat.

US president Donald Trump said 
on Monday that testing was being 
rapidly expanded and that he ex-
pected to see a “lot” of schools open 
up, even if there is not much time 
left in the school year.

Despite other European countries 
moving towards reopening schools 
and shops, British prime Minister 

Boris Johnson said it was too early 
for the UK to follow suit.

Johnson, who has emerged from his 
battle with the virus, said Monday he 
could not “throw away all the effort 
and the sacrifice of the British people 
and to risk a second major outbreak”.

His comments stood in contrast 
to those made by New Zealand’s 
prime Minister Jacinda arden, who 
said the nation had won the battle 
against “widespread, undetected 
community transmission”.

New Zealanders indulged in fast 
food and coffeeshop treats for the 
first time in five weeks on Tuesday as 

the country eased its strict lockdown 
that banned any form of takeaway.

“We see the difference in other 
countries and i don’t envy them, 
that’s for sure,” said Wellington 
resident Cheryl robertson, who 
planned to celebrate with a curry.

No one knows when the virus crisis 
will end as scientists race to develop 
treatments and, eventually, a vaccine.

in a sign of the global uncertainty, 
the president of the organising com-
mittee for the postponed Tokyo 2020 
Olympics said the event will have to be 
cancelled if the pandemic isn’t brought 
under control by next year. AFP

Mysterious blood clots are virus’ new lethal surprise
aFTEr he had spent nearly three 
weeks in an intensive care unit being 
treated for Covid-19, Broadway and 
TV actor Nick Cordero’s doctors were 
forced to amputate his right leg.

The 41-year-old’s blood flow had been 
impeded by a clot – yet another danger-
ous complication of the disease that has 
been bubbling up in frontline reports 
from China, Europe and the US.

To be sure, so-called “thrombotic 
events” occur for a variety of reasons 
among intensive care patients, but 
the rates among Covid-19 patients 
are far higher than would be other-
wise expected.

“i have had 40-year-olds in my iCU 
who have clots in their fingers that look 
like they’ll lose the finger, but there’s no 
other reason to lose the finger than the 
virus,” Shari Brosnahan, a critical care 
doctor at NYU langone said.

One of these patients is suffering 
from a lack of blood flow to both feet 
and both hands, and she predicts an 

amputation may be necessary, or the 
blood vessels may get so damaged that 
an extremity could drop off by itself.

Blood clots aren’t just dangerous for 
our limbs, but can make their way to 
the lungs, heart or brain, where they 
may cause lethal pulmonary embo-
lisms, heart attacks and strokes.

a recent paper from the Nether-
lands in the journal Thrombosis 
Research found that 31 per cent of 184 
patients suffered thrombotic compli-
cations, a figure that the researchers 
called “remarkably high” – even if 
extreme consequences like amputa-
tion are rare.

Behnood Bikdeli, a doctor at New 
York-presbyterian Hospital, assem-
bled an international consortium of 
experts to study the issue. Their find-
ings were published in the Journal of 
The American College of Cardiology.

The experts found the risks were so 
great that Covid-19 patients “may need 
to receive blood thinners, preventively, 

prophylactically”, even before imaging 
tests are ordered, said Bikdeli.

What exactly is causing it? The rea-
sons aren’t fully understood, but he 
offered several possible explanations.

people with severe forms of Covid-
19 often have underlying medical 
conditions like heart or lung disease 
– which are themselves linked to 
higher rates of clotting.

Next, being in intensive care makes 
a person likelier to develop a clot 
because they are staying still for so 
long. That’s why for example people 
are encouraged to stretch and move 
around on long haul flights.

it’s also now clear the Covid-19 illness 
is associated with an abnormal immune 
reaction called “cytokine storm” – and 
some research has indicated this too is 
linked to higher rates of clotting.

There could also be something 
about the virus itself that is causing 
coagulation, which has some prece-
dent in other viral illnesses.

a paper in the journal The Lancet 
last week showed that the virus can 
infect the inner cell layer of organs 
and blood vessels, called the endothe-
lium. This, in theory, could interfere 
with the clotting process. 

NYU langone’s Brosnahan said 
that while thinners like Heparin are 
effective in some patients, they don’t 
work for all patients because the clots 
are at times too small.

“There are too many micro-clots. 
We’re not sure exactly where they 
are,” she said.

autopsies have shown some peo-
ple’s lungs filled with hundreds of 
micro-clots.

The arrival of a new mystery how-
ever helps solve a slightly older one.

Cecilia Mirant-Borde, an intensive 
care doctor at a military veterans’ 
hospital in Manhattan, said that 
lungs filled with micro-clots helped 
explain why ventilators work poorly 
for patients with low blood oxygen.

Earlier in the pandemic doctors 
were treating these patients accord-
ing to protocols developed for acute 
respiratory distress syndrome, some-
times known as “wet lung”.

But in some cases, “it’s not because the 
lungs are occupied with water” – rather, 
it’s that the micro-clotting is blocking 
circulation and blood is leaving the lungs 
with less oxygen than it should.

it has just been a little under five 
months since the virus emerged in 
Wuhan, China, and researchers are learn-
ing more about its impact every day.

Brosnahan said: “While we react 
surprised, we shouldn’t be as sur-
prised as we were. Viruses tend to do 
weird things.”

While the dizzying array of compli-
cations may seem daunting, “it’s pos-
sible there’ll be one or a couple of 
unifying mechanisms that describe 
how this damage happens. it’s possible 
it’s all the same thing, and that there’ll 
be the same solution,” she said. AFP

France slams 
iran over 
executions 
of children

Hundreds of eager surfers and swimmers rushed into the waves at Bondi Beach in Sydney, five weeks after police closed the area 
because of large crowds ignoring social distancing rules. AFP
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 Thai firm set to test 
coronavirus vaccine 
candidate on humans
A THAI-FRENCH firm says its 
development of a vaccine for 
Covid-19 is at an advanced 
stage, with human trials set to 
begin in the next few weeks. 
Biotech corporation BioNet-
Asia Co Ltd is currently testing 
whether the candidate vaccine 
is effective in mice. If so, the 
firm will begin conducting two 
vaccine trials on humans, said 
company founder Vitoon 
Wonghanku. Thailand’s 
Ministry of Public Health is 
supervising the development 
of the Covid-19 vaccine, while 
the results of the project are 
being passed on to the World 
Health Organisation, he said. 
The candidate vaccine was 
injected into mice on April 9. It 
will take scientists around five 
weeks to measure whether it 
has been effective, with results 
of the animal trial expected 
next month. So far, between 
100 and 200 million baht has 
been invested in the project. A 
further 500 million to one 
billion will be spent on the next 
phases, including human trials 
and product registration. THE 

NATION (THAILAND)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK 

Philippines’ Duterte may 
ease quarantine: ‘We 
might open partially’
PHILIPPINE President 
Rodrigo Duterte hinted on 
Monday night the possibility 
of easing the strict 
movement restrictions 
imposed in several areas of 
the country to curtail the 
spread of the novel 
coronavirus. In a televised 
public address, Duterte said: 
“We might open partially – 
construction workers and 
things like that . . . You wait for 
the . . . It will come out. It will 
be a modified quarantine . . . 
We will allow sectors of the 
society that are not really 
crowded.” However, the 
president did not provide 
more details on the possible 
modification of the enhanced 
community quarantine (ECQ), 
which he had extended until 
May 15 in Metro Manila and 
other areas. PHILIPPINE DAILY 

INQUIRER/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Thailand’s Minister of 
Commerce does not 
approve of CPTPP
THAILAND’S Ministry of 
Commerce said on Monday 
that its Minister Jurin 
Laksanawisit has decided 
against proposing the 
Comprehensive and 
Progressive Agreement for 
Trans-Pacific Partnership 
(CPTPP) to the Cabinet for 
consideration on Tuesday due 
to concerns about some 
issues and the ongoing Covid-
19 outbreak. The issues of 
concern include the protection 
of new plant species and 
government procurement. 
According to studies 
conducted by related agencies, 
CPTPP could help Thailand’s 
economy grow by 0.12 per cent 
of the gross domestic product 
(GDP) or worth 13 billion baht 
($400 million), while 
investments could rise by 5.14 
per cent or 148 billion baht. 
However, if it decides to stay 
out of CPTPP, then the 
country’s GDP and investment 
will rise by 0.25 per cent and 
0.49 per cent respectively. THE 

NATION (THAILAND)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Virus pandemic steepens adoption 
curve of contactless payment in M’sia
T

HE use of contactless 
payments and adop-
tion of e-wallets are 
on the rise during 

the coronavirus outbreak and 
movement control order in 
Malaysia, with some players 
seeing subscriber numbers 
double in the last month.

E-wallets are no longer just 
a convenience, but a crucial 
part of the “new normal” 
and may even help flatten 
the curve, besides helping 
small and medium-sized en-
terprises do business during 
a movement control order 
(MCO) in place since March 
18, say service providers.

“By going cashless, people 
can avoid handling physical 
cash completely and mini-
mise human contact,” said 
ignatius Ong, the CEO of 
TNG Digital Sdn Bhd, which 
offers the Touch ‘n Go eWal-
let service.

Using e-wallets is safer and 
more hygienic, and users can 
reload and store money in the 
app without having to queue 
up at aTM machines, he said.

Touch ‘n Go eWallet, which 
has a network of over 10 mil-
lion users, is offering incen-
tives such as cashback and 
free delivery for food orders. 
it is encouraging online food 
traders to go cashless.

Malaysia’s top lender Ma-
layan Banking Bhd (Maybank) 
has seen a spike in the adop-
tion of its MaE e-wallet, which 
allows users to pay for pur-
chases by scanning Qr codes 
with their smartphones, with 
sign-up rates more than dou-

bling since the MCO.
“The usage of e-wallets and 

contactless payments allows 
social distancing to be ob-
served as customers can scan 
and pay at the cashier . . . from 
their smartphones without 
needing to handle banknotes. 
So in that way, it does help to 
minimise physical handling 
and the potential spread of 
the virus,” Maybank Group 
Virtual Banking head Kalyani 
Nair told The Straits Times.

Maybank has temporarily 
waived merchant transaction 

fees, to encourage contactless 
payments.

it has also added food hawk-
ers, especially those without 
the means to sell online, to its 
Maybank2u banking platform.

Grabpay Malaysia’s cash-
less transactions have grown 
by about 1.7 times since the 
MCO, said its deputy head, 
priyanka Madan.

“it is important to encour-
age businesses to adopt cash-
less and the digital economy, 
as by doing so, they have an 
alternative source of income 

and still be able to serve their 
customers especially at a time 
like this,” she said.

The penang government, 
for example, is planning to 
make all public markets go 
cashless by June.

There are around 50 licensed 
“e-money issuers” in Malaysia, 
including five banks.

last year, digital wallets ac-
counted for seven per cent of 
e-commerce payment trans-
actions in Malaysia. Before 
the Covid-19 pandemic, this 
figure was expected to hit 16 

per cent by next year, said Jp-
Morgan Chase & Co.

in January, the government 
had set a target of 15 million 
e-wallet users – or about half 
of the population – in its push 
towards a cashless society and 
offered free shopping money 
worth 30 ringgit ($6.90) to eli-
gible users.

Besides e-wallets, islamic au-
thorities last week approved on-
line zakat (tithe) payments this 
ramadan because of the MCO.

Dr awang Bulgiba awang 
Mahmud, professor of epide-
miology at University Malaya, 
said the use of e-wallets “may 
have some effect on the epi-
demic curve by reducing the 
amount of physical contact”, 
but added that it is not known 
by how much.

among those contributing 
to the steepened adoption 
curve of cashless payments 
is analyst Cloud Wong, 30. He 
prefers using Grabpay to pay 
for purchases, or payWave, 
which lets him pay by placing 
his credit or debit card near 
a payment terminal without 
having to key in a piN.

“i don’t want to handle 
cash. it is safer this way in 
case there are virus particles 
on notes,” he said.

predicting that this inclina-
tion is here to stay, TNG Digi-
tal’s Ong said: “Even when the 
MCO is lifted, the rakyat [peo-
ple] will remember this cash-
less habit that has become 
their ‘new normal’ and con-
tinue to transact digitally.” THE 

STRAITS TIMES (SINGAPORE)/ASIA NEWS 

NETWORK

Touch ‘n Go eWallet, which has a network of over 10 million users, is offering incentives such as cashback 
and free delivery for food orders. It is encouraging online food traders to go cashless. TNG DIGITAL

Tra Vinh to spend 
on disadvantaged

Young 
doctor 
dies of 
Covid-19

ViETNaM’S Mekong Delta 
province of Tra Vinh will spend 
nearly 48 billion dong ($2 mil-
lion) from central government 
funds to implement programme 
135 this year, its Ethnic Minor-
ity affairs Board has said.

Nearly 36.5 billion dong will 
be used to build infrastructure, 
9.5 billion to create models for 
developing production, diver-
sifying livelihoods and reduc-
ing poverty and the rest to 
improve the capacity of com-
munities and officials to 
implement the programme.

launched by the government 
in 1998, the programme aims to 
lift extremely disadvantaged 
communes in remote and 
mountainous regions out of pov-
erty and underdevelopment.

Tra Vinh has 23 communes 
– 10 hamlets in eight com-
munes are classified as 
extremely disadvantaged, and 
they benefit from it.

The province plans to build 
or upgrade 71 infrastructure 
works in those places related 
to irrigation, roads, water and 
power supply and cultural 
houses this year.

it will also implement 42 mod-
els for breeding cows, chicken, 
ducks, and other livestock and 
growing crops to develop pro-

duction, diversify livelihoods 
and reduce poverty.

Kien Banh, deputy head of the 
board, said last year the prov-
ince spent more than 52.5 bil-
lion dong to build and upgrade 
105 infrastructure projects and 
support 700 poor families and 
ethnic Khmer households 
under the programme.

Besides programme 135, 
Khmer households also ben-
efit from other support pro-
grammes that provide them 
with housing land, soft loans 
and assistance with legal and 
other issues, he said.

They have helped to reduce the 
province’s poverty rate from 5.9 
per cent in 2018 to 3.22 per cent 
last year, according to the board.

The province – known as 
preah Trapaing by the Khmer 
– plans to reduce its poverty 
rate by at least 1.5 percentage 
points this year, and the pov-
erty rate among the Khmer 
from 5.22 per cent last year to 
two-to-three per cent.

Some 32 per cent of the 
province’s population of more 
than one million are Khmer, 
the second highest number in 
the delta after only Soc Trang 
province – known as Khlaing 
by the Khmer. VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

THE story of Michael robert 
Marampe, a young indonesian 
doctor who died of Covid-19 on 
Saturday, has broken the hearts 
of many, especially as his battle 
against the new coronavirus 
took place as he was preparing 
for his wedding.

a week before losing the fight 
against the disease, Michael 
posted a short video on his 
instagram account, @mikema-
rampe, revealing to his followers 
that he was “one of the Covid-19 
victims” in indonesia.

learning from his personal 
experience, he reminded fel-
low medical workers at the 
forefront of the health crisis to 
always prioritise their safety at 
work by wearing proper per-
sonal protective gear.

Michael, who was receiving 
intensive care at the persa-
habatan referral hospital in 
East Jakarta when he recorded 
the video, further asked the 
workers to keep their spirits up 
during the battle.

“For me, to become a doctor 
is something to be proud of as 
it allows me to serve patients 

and help many people. There’s 
no regret,” he said.

On the same day, Michael 
also posted a photo of him 
with his fiancee and “guardian 
angel” who had supported 
him for the past eight years.

“Thanks to my fiancee, Tri 
Novia Septiani. You are the 
most beautiful gift in my life. i 
love you always,” he said.

The post turned out to be 
his last.

Tri, meanwhile, made an 
instagram post for her late fian-
ce on Sunday, expressing how 
proud she was of Michael.

She vowed to finish their 
song that was initially made 
for their wedding, which was 

planned to be held on april 11 
had it not been postponed 
because of the outbreak.

“i love you so much … and i 
know you loved me too. See 
you again, my dear,” Tri said. 
The comment section was 
filled with hundreds of 
responses from people send-
ing their condolences.

Michael is one of at least 40 
medical workers – 24 doctors 
and 16 nurses – who have died 
from Covid-19 since indonesia 
announced its first two con-
firmed cases on March 2, data 
from the indonesian Medical 
association and the indonesian 
Nurses association shows. THE 

JAKARTA POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Michael Robert Marampe (left) passed away on Saturday, leaving 
behind his fiancee Tri Novia Septiani. SUPPLIED
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i
NDONESia is a tropical 
country with year-round 
sunshine. My research 
on how indonesia can 

generate electricity entirely 
from renewable energy has 
calculated the country has 
the potential to generate 
about 640,000 Terrawatt-
hours (TWh) per year from 
solar energy. That’s equiva-
lent to 2,300 times last year’s 
electricity production.

Despite this huge energy 
potential, investment in the 
renewable energy sector is 
still low. Hence, solar energy 
contributed only 1.7 per cent 
to the country’s total electric-
ity production last year.

Southeast asia’s largest 
economy produced 275 TWh 
of electricity from various 
power plants with a total 
capacity of 69.1 gigawatt 
(GW) last year. Coal, gas and 
diesel power plants supplied 
almost 90 per cent of electric-
ity. The rest comes from pow-
er plants using renewable 
energy – hydro, wind, geo-
thermal, solar and biofuel.

The domination of non-re-
newable energy power is 
expected to last until 2050.

Even though indonesia has 
abundant solar energy, state 
power firm plN, currently 
the only electricity supplier, 
can’t tap into it right away as 
it is bound by contracts it has 
signed with various power 
plant operators. These con-
tracts last for a minimum of 
20 years.

The government predicts 
the use of solar energy in 
electricity production will 
only account for less than 10 
per cent of the total energy 
mix by 2050.

i argue that, with its abun-
dant sunshine and unique 
topography, indonesia 
should be able to generate 
100 per cent green electricity 
from its solar energy by 2050. 
The government needs to set 
attractive policies for both 
customers and power provid-
ers to make this happen.

Here are three reasons why 
indonesia has the potential 
to generate its electricity 
entirely from solar energy:

More than enough sunlight
indonesia’s electricity con-

sumption was 1 megawatt-
hours (MWh) per capita last 
year, only 11 per cent of Sin-
gaporean consumption.

indonesia’s National Elec-
tricity General plan states 
that the country’s electricity 
demand will reach 1,000 
TWh, equal to 3.3 MWh per 
capita, in 2038.

assuming this trend contin-
ues, the projected electricity 
demand will reach 2,600 TWh, 
or 7.7 MWh per capita, by 2050.

To supply the 2050 
demand, indonesia needs a 
total capacity of 1,500 giga-
watt (GW) of solar photo-
voltaic (pV) power plants. 
Solar pV works to convert 
sunshine to electricity using 
photovoltaic modules. it is 
expected 230 MW solar pV 
will be installed this year.

according to my research, 
providing 2,600 TWh electric-
ity will not be an issue due to 
the massive solar energy that 
indonesia has.

Large areas to install PVs
To install enough pVs to 

meet the 2050 target, indone-
sia needs at least 8,000 sq km 
or about 0.4 per cent of the 
country’s land area.

Should problems with 
land acquisitions arise, the 
government could also 

install the solar panels on 
water. a large fraction of 
these panels can be placed 
on floats on lakes and shel-
tered seas.

indonesia has huge water 
territory as the world’s largest 
archipelago. it has lakes with 
an area of about 119,000km² 
and territorial sea of about 
290,000km².

additionally, most build-
ings can host solar panels on 
the roof. With these plans, 
the installation of solar pan-
els will require only 0.1 per 
cent of indonesia’s land.

Decreasing PV farm costs
The global weighted-aver-

age cost of investment in 
large-scale solar pV is falling 
fast. it fell by 77 per cent 
between 2010 and 2018.

in australia, the cost of large-
scale solar projects has fallen 
dramatically from $85/MWh 
in 2015 to an expected $28-39/
MWh in 2020.

These prices are well below 
the cost that indonesia’s state 
power firm, plN, needs to 
generate electricity, at 

around $79/MWh.
To meet the 2050 figure, the 

government must generate 
50 GW from solar energy 
each year, starting 2021, and 
connect it to power grids.

This is likely achievable, 
considering that building 
solar pV projects is much fast-
er than for fossil power plants.

a solar pV farm needs a 

maximum of two years of 
construction, while coal-fired 
power plants need at least 
three years to complete.

To supply electricity at 
night, the pV system will need 
battery storage. Battery prices 
have also fallen by 87 per cent 
since 2010, to $156/kWh last 
year. prices are expected to 
continue to decrease to $61/
kWh by 2030.

Complementing batteries, 
pumped hydro energy storage 
is also able to store electricity 
during sunny days and quick-
ly distribute it when electrici-
ty generation is interrupted 
during cloudy weather.

indonesia has 26,000 good 
pumped hydro sites with a 
combined storage capacity of 

820 TWh. This number is 100 
times more than required to 
support a 100 per cent renew-
able electricity system from 
solar panels in indonesia.

The need to go green
indonesia has pledged to 

reduce greenhouse gas emis-
sions by 29-41 per cent by 2030.

it has also set an ambitious 
target that its renewable ener-
gy portion will double to 23 
per cent of the country’s total 
energy mix to generate elec-
tricity by 2025. it is expected 
to reach 31 per cent by 2030.

However, last year, Climate 
action Tracker (CaT), an 
independent research organ-
isation tracking climate 
action, reported that indone-
sia has failed to reduce car-
bon emissions. CaT conclud-
ed that no concrete measures 
are being taken, and rated 
indonesia as “highly insuffi-
cient action”.

Fossil fuel power plants 
and transportation still con-
tributed 34 per cent of indo-
nesia’s emissions in 2017. 
This could become much 
larger as energy consump-
tion increases unless indone-
sia shifts electricity genera-
tion to renewables as other 
countries do.

For example, australia 
reached a 25 per cent renew-
able energy target in 2019 
and is on track to reach 50 
per cent renewable energy in 
2025 by installing wind pow-
er and pV. Vietnam has 
secured 135 solar pV projects 
with a total capacity of 9 GW.

india has installed 32 GW 
of solar pV, with a target of 
100 GW by 2022. Singapore is 
constructing a 60 MW float-
ing solar pV plant.

The vast and consistent 
abundance of sunshine in 
indonesia, in combination 
with the low and falling price 
of solar pV, means 100 per 
cent renewable electricity 
with zero emissions is emi-
nently feasible for indonesia 
to achieve in 2050.

if you could enjoy environ-
mentally friendly electricity 
without worrying about the 
bill, wouldn’t you be happy? the 

jakarta post/asia news network 

The writer is a PhD candidate, 
Research School of Electrical, 
Energy and Materials Engineering, 
Australian National University.

Opinion
David Firnando Silalahi

Solar energy can help Indonesia  
attain green electricity by 2050

Should problems with land acquisitions arise, the Indonesian government could also install the solar panels 
on water. A large fraction of these panels can be placed on floats on lakes and sheltered seas. afp

To install enough PVs, 
Indonesia needs at least 8,000 
sq km or about 0.4 per cent of 

the country’s land area
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arrowDot’s low-cost ventilator joins virus fight
Hong Raksmey

Y
OUNG Cambodian engi-
neers at arrowDot Co ltd, a 
company involved in auto-
mation, electronics, and in-

dustrial robotics, have invented a new 
device that provides oxygen and sup-
port for patients who need respiratory 
assistance for the new coronavirus 
pandemic and any relevant ailments.

The breathing device, called the 
Emergency low Cost Ventilator Ma-
chine (ElCVM), can introduce oxy-
gen and breathe air to the airways for 
patients suffering from respiratory 
ailments.

“its main function plays an im-
portant role, similar to the standard 
ventilators that are used in large 
hospitals. Easy to use and cheap to 
produce, the ElCVM could poten-
tially help Covid-19 patients who 
are struggling with critical respira-
tory problems,” says lim Sangva, 
who co-founded arrowDot.

Sangva, 35, a former student of elec-
trical and electronics engineering, 
automation and telecommunications 
at the institute of Technology of Cam-
bodia, tells The Post: “This is the initial 
step in our engineers’ tech research to 
assist the Ministry of Health in case 
of an outbreak in the Kingdom and a 
shortage of ventilators.”

The ElCVM, produced in four pro-
totypes, uses a mechanical system to 
pump oxygen into the airways when 
the patients breathe in and release it 
when they breathe out.

“The product is also equipped 
with adjustments for speed and the 
amount of oxygen according to the 
patient’s body mass index. physicians 
treating the patient will measure the 
required parameters first before oper-
ating this machine,” says Sangva.

The ventilator was reviewed along 
with two mobile apps during a meet-
ing between a Technology Study-re-
search Team and a team from the Na-
tional institute of posts, Telecoms, and 
iCT. The meeting was presided over by 
Minister of posts and Telecommuni-
cations Chea Vandeth.

The minister asked the engineer-
ing team to continue working with 
the Ministry of Health to put its 
products to use in the near future, 
says the ministry’s Facebook page.

Sangva says the four prototypes, 
which each took five days to develop 
at arrowDot’s laboratory, have been 
put to trial for quality and function.

“recently, we took the machine to 
the Ministry of Health for verification 
purposes. it will test the ventilator with 
animals first. Then it will be tested and 
put to trial by respiratory physicians to 
compare its efficacy with the standard 
ventilators at the hospitals.

“We are now just waiting for approv-
al from the ministry as it naturally re-
quires more time to test our ventilator 
for human use,” says Sangva.

He says his company is also collab-
orating with the University of Health 
Sciences to further improve the op-
eration of the ventilator so that the 
quality of the final product can better 
save people’s lives.

if there is an eventual outbreak in 
the Kingdom and Covid-19 causes re-
spiratory difficulties, he says the ven-
tilator would then play an important 
role in easing patients’ breathing.

Sangva says: “in this situation, ar-
rowDot’s engineers can produce 10 
ventilators per day. But if the out-
break is far-reaching, we can work 
with engineers from other local uni-
versities to mass produce up to 50 
ventilators a day.”

He also says that engineering stu-
dents can be easily taught how to 
install the ventilators if the outbreak 
were to worsen and hospitals were to 
face a shortage of ventilators.

The ElCVM sells for $180 per unit, 
which Sangva says is the actual amount 
the company spends to produce it.

“i decided to sell it at the price of 
production because we believe that we 
too have to assist the government. it is 
in the national interest to do our bit in 
the fight against Covid-19,” he says.

The ElCVM is not made specifi-
cally for Covid-19 patients and can 

also be used to assist other patients 
with respiratory ailments.

Sangva tells The Post that after the vi-
rus is contained, the ventilator can be 
used for people who find themselves 
in rural referral hospitals that lack such 
equipment. The respirator can as-
sist physicians who normally have to 
pump the wind bag by hand for hours 
at a time to help patients breathe.

“after it is quality tested and ap-
proved for use by Cambodian authori-
ties, we can conclude that it can be 
used at home too. But users need to be 
trained and follow our guidelines since 
its usage should normally be under the 
supervision of a doctor,” he says.

This is not the first time that the in-
novative entrepreneur and his team 
have developed such technologies.

in September, arrowDot launched 
a palm-size fire alarm device con-

nected to a mobile app. FireDot was 
developed to prevent fatalities and 
catastrophic damage to properties 
in the Kingdom as a consequence 
of fires.

in 2017, the firm won an award 
for Best research and Development 
Company in the field of technology 
from the Ministry of posts and Tele-
communications.

Sangva says that aside from the 
ElCVM and FireDot, arrowDot has 
other internet of Things devices cur-
rently in production.

This includes a farming device 
called Smart Farm assistance, which 
helps to control water systems in ag-
ricultural fields, and lessens the bur-
den of farmers in the Kingdom.

For more information you can visit 
arrowDot’s website (www.arrowdot.
io) or Facebook (@arrowdotTech).

The ELCVM uses a mechanical system to pump oxygen into the airways when the patient breathes in and release it when a patient breathes out. suppplied

A prototype of ArrowDot’s low-cost ventilator. supplied The ArrowDot machine is currently being tested at the Ministry of Health. supplied



BARBERS were doing a roaring trade 
among shaggy-haired customers on 
Monday as Switzerland started to 
ease restrictions imposed to control 
the coronavirus pandemic.

The Swiss stopped short of full 
confinement in emergency mea-
sures introduced last month to 
combat the spread of Covid-19.

But on Monday the country start-
ed the first of a three-stage lifting of 
the restrictions, requiring affected 
businesses to put in place protec-
tion plans for their customers and 
employees.

Doctors’ surgeries, dentists, nurs-
ery schools, hairdressers and mas-
sage and beauty salons were permit-
ted to reopen, along with hardware 
stores, garden centres and florists.

Wearing a fabric mask and a plas-
tic face shield, Anita Ayma, boss at 
the Anita Coiffure salon in Geneva, 
was working through a 12-hour 
string of bookings.

Just inside the door, a homemade 
sign next to a dispenser bottle read: 
“Please disinfect your hands and 
put on a mask. Thank you.”

Bookings filling up
“I’m delighted that we’re starting 

up again. If we don’t work, things are 
dead,” she told AFP.

Ayma said she was reliant on state 
financial support for businesses 
forced to close.

Customer Sergey Ostrovsky said: 
“Super! I’m very happy!”, as he 
ran his hands through his newly-
cropped hair.

“A minute after I heard they were 
reopening, I booked an appoint-
ment,” the 44-year-old music pro-
fessor said.

A nearby Mod’s hair branch was 
doing brisk trade, with busy staff, 
the phone ringing constantly and 
pencilled-in bookings rapidly filling 
up the weeks ahead.

“We’ve got work on,” said hair-
dresser Ines. “Clients were here as 
we opened.”

“We respect all the rules – 2m be-
tween customers, disinfectant, we 
disinfect each chair after each client.”

Every second chair in the salon 
was left empty to ensure physical 
distancing.

In Lausanne, people queued in the 
street to get their hair cut – keeping 
two metres apart as they did so.

Long queues were reported outside 
hardware stores around the country.

Florists’ new risk
More than 29,000 people in 

Switzerland have tested positive 
for coronavirus, while more than 
1,300 have died in the landlocked 
European country of 8.5 million 

people.
Schools and other shops can re-

open on May 11, with the final lock-
down measures scheduled to lift on 
June 8.

The health ministry’s Covid-19 
chief Daniel Koch said it would take 
two to three weeks to tell if infec-
tions were increasing following the 
first easing of restrictions.

In Geneva – which has the Alpine 
nation’s highest positive test rate, 
at more than one in 100 people – it 
wasn’t just hairdressers who were 
happy to return to work on Monday. 

Fragrant multi-coloured bouquets 
of roses, hortensias and bellflowers 
were back outside Phillippe Wuil-
lemin’s reopened florist’s shop.

During the lockdown, Wuillemin 
Fleuristes took telephone bookings 
and did deliveries but the shop had 
to close.

“All our contracts were cancelled. 
We had one person working out of 
seven. We were keeping up appear-
ances,” said Wuillemin.

“We’re pleased to be open again 
but now it’s a new challenge, a risk, 
because we don’t know if we’ll do 
any business.

“It’s a perishable product. I can put 
out a choice of flowers, but are they 
going to sell?” he said, with most 
people still staying at home.

However, customers have been 
popping in.

“Plenty of people have come. 
They’re so happy because they have 
missed having flowers in the house.” 
afp
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Chop, chop! Swiss barbers back in business

Ivory Coast king seeks to exorcise coronavirus
A

N aide to an influ-
ential king in Ivory 
Coast has said the 
monarch could order 

a procession of naked women 
to ward off coronavirus by seek-
ing the protection of spirits.

The king of Sanwi, based in 
the southeast of the world’s 
top cocoa grower, held a spe-
cial exorcism ceremony last 
week seeking divine inter-
vention to protect his three 
million subjects against the 
epidemic.

Traditional kings and local 
chieftains have great author-
ity and the event would nor-

mally have been attended by 
hundreds but due to coro-
navirus restrictions keeping 
gatherings to less than 50 
people, a handful turned up.

“I ask God . . . to protect the 
population and keep this vi-
rus away from the kingdom, 
Ivory Coast and the world,” 
King Amon N’Douffou V said, 
speaking through his official 
announcer as royals do not 
address the public directly.

Traditional komians or 
women healers dressed in 
white purified the royal court 
by sprinkling alcohol to the 
strains of the abodan, a tradi-

tional beat. 
Those attending then 

daubed their faces with the 
wet earth as a sign of obei-
sance to the king and lifted 
their heads towards the sun.

Such ceremonies are held 
to ward off natural disasters 
such as droughts or floods.

Ivory Coast has more than 
1,000 cases of the new coro-
navirus with 14 deaths and 
the government has roped in 
traditional rulers to enforce 
social distancing and other 
measures.

About 20 per cent of the 
population is animist. Mus-

lims and Christians account 
for 40 per cent each and many 
members of the two faiths 
also practise animist rituals.

The king, resplendent in 
gold and draped in colourful 
tribal woven cloth, arrived for 
the ceremony in the village of 
Krindjabo, the capital of the 
kingdom, to the beating of 
tam-tam drums.

‘Bad spirit’
“We have gathered here to 

ward off this bad spell,” he 
said, through the royal an-
nouncer, calling coronavirus 
a “bad spirit”.

“Human beings have to 
redefine their space in this 
world and respect nature. 
Without that, we will always 
be confronted with these epi-
demics,” he added.

After that, the king of the 
Akan people – who live in 
Ivory Coast and neighbouring 
Ghana – poured two bottles of 
alcohol on the ground.

“In Africa, we live in two 
worlds – the visible and the 
invisible,” said Ben Kottia, the 
king’s counsellor. “Only kings 
have the power through this 
libation to demand the pro-
tection of the invisible world.

“The king can order women 
who hold this secret to per-
form the adjalou – a proces-
sion through the village to 
protect the people.

“During adjalou, these 
women are naked and we 
confine men and children in 
their homes,” he said.

“The women erect barri-
cades at the entrance of villag-
es to prevent bad spirits from 
entering and claiming lives.”

The procession is kept se-
cret until the previous day 
when the royal announcer 
goes through the village to 
say it will take place. afp

King Amon N’Douffou V (centre), King of Krindjabo, capital of the Sanwi Kingdom, leads an exorcism 
ceremony in his village to ward off the deadly Covid-19 disease. afp

Traditional komians or women healers dressed in white, purify the royal court by sprinkling alcohol. 
afp

Iraqi family in 
Germany finds 
a cash-lined 
sewing machine

An IrAqI family living in Germa-
ny were pleasantly surprised 
when they stumbled upon two 

old sewing machines by the side of 
the road, just as they were in need of 
homemade coronavirus masks.

But the real surprise was lurking 
inside one of the machines – €1,000 
($1,085) in cash, stashed there by 
the previous owner and forgotten 
about.

“We immediately called the police 
who tracked down the owner,” 
21-year-old Sherzad Ahmed said on 
Monday. “He was very, very happy.”

The feelgood story happened in 
the small German town of Morsbach 
last Wednesday, local police said in a 
statement.

The 56-year-old owner had hidden 
the money in the sewing machine 
when he was visiting Christmas 
markets as a travelling salesman last 
year before forgetting all about the 
“secret hiding place”, police said.

Ahmed, who came to Germany 
with his parents and two sisters four 
years ago, said they never consid-
ered keeping the cash. 

“no, no, no,” he laughed, adding 
that the owner had rewarded the 
honest finders with 200 euros.

Ahmed’s father repaired the ma-
chines and his mother, who works 
in an old people’s home, has been 
churning out masks ever since. afp

Doctors’ surgeries, dentists, creches, hairdressers and massage and beauty salons were 
able to reopen in Switzerland, along with DIY stores, garden centres and florists. afp
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Like standardized tests
  6 Like lemon juice (var.)
 11 Bit of sunshine
 14 Pong pioneer
 15 It’s no short story
 16 Palindromic farm animal
 17 ___ of affairs
 19 Laughing matter?
 20 Ovine sign
 21 Impervious to break-ins
 23 Crossed Greek letter
 26 Sick
 27 Some radio antennas
 28 Be a stickler
 30 Biological subdivisions
 31 Do more than merely wake
 32 Hate the thought of
 33 Grammy category
 36 Gouda alternative
 37 Seller of Craftsman tools
 38 Admire amorously
 39 Corona ___ Mar, Calif.
 40 Home to fly into
 41 Sao ___ , Brazil
 42 Classic Georges Bizet opera
 44 Subatomic particle made of three 

quarks
 45 First man-made satellite
 47 Musical aptitude
 48 Place to wallow in mud
 49 Some Japanese-Americans
 50 Paper fragment
 52 Bit of filly feed
 53 Everyday
 58 Lennon’s “Woman”
 59 Run ___ of the law
 60 Spooky
 61 Big gobbler
 62 Transport in a Western
 63 Mongol invader
DOWN
  1 Summer shade?
  2 Skater Midori
  3 Spoil
  4 Columnist Bombeck
  5 Anais Nin or Anne Frank
  6 Photographer Adams
  7 Shelter beds
  8 Gabor of TV and film
  9 Some Greek pine-flavored wines
 10 Audibly censored
 11 Average Joes
 12 Far from oblivious
 13 Consenting replies

 18 Music on a carnival ride
 22 ___ anglais (English horn)
 23 Exhausted
 24 Battery post
 25 Local tradition, e.g.
 27 Tractor pioneer John
 29 Ending for “national” or “capital”
 30 Rice unit
 32 First name among Yankees
 34 Parcel out
 35 Indiana state flower
 37 Like some cheeses
 38 Item fitted into a thole
 40 Lotions for treating sprains
 41 Balcony barrier
 43 Strapped on the feedbag
 44 Where the cows come home
 45 One with his nose in the air
 46 Site of dozens of keys
 47 Parisian school
 50 Quite pleased with oneself
 51 Statement of guilt or innocence
 54 Bygone bird
 55 Picasso piece
 56 Org. once headed by George 

Bush
 57 Ending for “puppet”

“ON SALE” 

Tuesday’s solution

Tuesday’s solution

Freed italians scramble to 
define the term ‘relatives’ 

Man gets tattoo of 
Sweden’s virus chief

JUST who is your relative any-
way?

That is what millions of stir 
crazy italians have apparently 
been asking ever since prime 
Minister Giuseppe Conte 
allowed them to leave their 
homes to see their “loved 
ones” starting next Monday.

Media reports said “relative” 
became the most searched for 
term on the italian internet for 
a few hours after Conte’s Sun-
day night television address.

Conte said italians would be 
allowed to leave their homes 
for the first time since March 
9 “to visit relatives, but only if 
they respect distance and wear 
masks”.

The only problem is that 
italy has no legal definition of 
the term and people sounded 
genuinely confused.

Most of the big papers devot-
ed entire articles to the subject 
of whether your boyfriend or 
distant cousin provided a good 
enough legal excuse to leave 
your house.

“Here is who you can call 
your relative,” read a headline 
of Il Sole 24 Ore financial dai-
ly.

its deep dive into the subject 
included a passage on “emo-
tional relationships” and kin-
ship.

The paper concluded that 
engaged couples were safe but 

boyfriends and girlfriends 
were iffy.

Other papers strongly disa-
greed.

“Boyfriends are also rela-
tives,” the Il Messaggero news-
paper declared in a headline.

it quoted an unnamed 
“source” in Conte’s office as 
saying that relatives could 
potentially include “stable 
boyfriends”.

The daily Corriere della Sera 
said the prime minister’s 
office planned to issue a “FaQ 
explainer” that could help 

dispel the confusion.
Eventually Conte himself 

stepped into the fray.
“a relative is a somewhat 

broad and generic term,” he 
conceded to a group of report-
ers late Monday.

“it does not mean that you 
can go to a friend’s or someone 
else’s house and have a party,” 
he said to the likely disap-
pointment of many.

“These are people with 
whom you have family rela-
tions. Or, stable emotional 
relations,” Conte said. AFP

W
HilE Sweden’s 
softer approach 
to the new cor-
onavirus has 

drawn international attention, 
the country’s state epidemiolo-
gist anders Tegnell has become 
a household name for Swedes 
and on Monday, his face was 
immortalised in a tattoo.

Strange tattoos are plentiful 
around the world, but you’d 
probably still be hard pressed 
to find one of a star epidemi-
ologist.

But on Monday, 32-year-old 
admirer Gustav lloyd ager-
blad from Stockholm had a 
portrait of Tegnell’s stern-look-
ing face permanently inked on 
his left arm.

“i like to have tattoos that 
represent something for me 
and, i mean, this Covid-19 will 
be a part of my life, for the rest 
of my life,” agerblad said while 
reclining in the tattoo parlour’s 
chair.

“So i wanted to have the 
Swedish face of the crisis on 
my arm,” he added.

Both agerblad and tattoo 
artist Zashay Tastas were sur-
prised by the interest shown 
by local and international 
media, who turned up at the 
small parlour in Stockholm’s 
Sodermalm district on Mon-
day to document the inking.

agerblad said he was inspired 
to get the tattoo after Tastas 
advertised the design for a 
temporary rub-on tattoo on 
instagram.

“i’ve been drawing people 
whose profiles i like, and he 
was one of them, and i just 
made it spontaneously,” Tastas 
said.

Sweden has not imposed the 
extraordinary lockdown meas-
ures seen across Europe, 
instead urging people to take 
responsibility for social dis-
tancing and follow official rec-
ommendations. 

The strategy has come under 
scrutiny both in Sweden and 
abroad.

Giving updates at daily press 
briefings, Tegnell, the state 
epidemiologist at Sweden’s 
public Health agency, has 
come to represent the Swedish 
approach, which has remained 
steadfast even as other coun-

tries have opted for much 
more restrictive measures.

The soft-spoken but firm 
Tegnell often comes across as 
unfazed amid the criticism.

a growing number of sup-
porters have also put his face 
on tee-shirts and wall-prints.

a Facebook group called “We 
support anders Tegnell & co”, 
referring to the epidemiologist 
and the public health agency, 
has garnered some 85,000 
members, while another called 
“anders Tegnell Fan Club” has 
more than 29,000 members.

asked about the tattoo last 
week by newspaper GP, Teg-
nell laughed and simply said 
agerblad would have to “take 
responsibility” for the tattoo 
himself. AFP

A woman stares out her window in Rome. Now that Italians are allowed 
to visit ‘loved ones’, no one knows what that means. AFP

Gustav Lloyd Agerbald, 32, of Stockholm got the face of top 
epidemiologist Anders Tegnell permanently inked on his arm. AFP
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Games chief: 
Olympics will 
be cancelled if 
virus lives on
T

HE postponed Tokyo 
2020 Olympics will 
have to be cancelled 
if the coronavirus 

pandemic isn’t brought under 
control by next year, the orga-
nising committee’s president 
said in comments published 
on Tuesday.

The pandemic has already 
forced a year-long delay of 
the Games – which are now 
scheduled to open on July 23, 
2021 – but Tokyo 2020 presi-
dent Yoshiro Mori said no 
further postponement was 
possible.

in an interview with Japan’s 
Nikkan Sports daily, Mori was 
categorical when asked if the 
Olympics could be delayed 
until 2022 if the pandemic 
remains a threat next year, re-
plying: “No.”

“in that case, it’s cancelled,” 
Mori said.

Mori noted the Games had 
been cancelled previously only 
during wartime, and compared 
the battle against coronavirus to 
“fighting an invisible enemy”.

if the virus is successfully 
contained, “we’ll hold the 
Olympics in peace next sum-
mer”, he added. “Mankind is 
betting on it.”

Masa Takaya, a Tokyo 2020 
spokesman, declined to com-
ment on a possible cancel-
lation of the Games, telling 
reporters that Mori’s remarks 
were based on “the chairman’s 
own thoughts”.

Japanese organisers and the 
international Olympic Com-
mittee, under heavy pressure 
from athletes and internation-
al sports federations, agreed 
last month to a year-long post-
ponement of the Games. 

Organisers and Japanese 
officials have said the delayed 
Olympics will be a chance to 
showcase the world’s triumph 
over the coronavirus, but 
questions have arisen about 
whether even a year’s post-
ponement is sufficient.

On Tuesday, the head of 
Japan Medical association 
warned it would be “exceed-
ingly difficult” to hold the 

Games next year if a vaccine 
has not been found.

“i would not say that they 
should not be held, but it 
would be exceedingly diffi-
cult,” Yoshitake Yokokura told 
reporters at a briefing.

and last week a Japanese 
medical expert who has criti-
cised the country’s response 
to the coronavirus warned 
that he was “very pessimistic” 

that the postponed Olympics 
can be held next year.

“To be honest with you i 
don’t think the Olympics is 
likely to be held next year,” 
said Kentaro iwata, a profes-
sor of infectious diseases at 
Kobe University, at a briefing.

But Tokyo 2020 spokesman 
Takaya countered that even 
medical experts said it was 
too early to make a judge-

ment on such a possibility.
in the interview, Mori also 

said organisers were consider-
ing holding joint opening and 
closing ceremonies for the 
Olympics and the paralympics 
in an effort to cut costs.

Under the plan, the para-
lympics would join the Olym-
pic opening ceremony on July 
23, and the Olympic closing 
ceremony would be integrat-

ed into the paralympics clos-
ing event in September.

But Mori admitted that To-
kyo organisers had not yet 
obtained the consent of the 
iOC and their paralympic 
counterparts on that plan.

“it’s going to a considerable 
cut in costs and a big message 
of victory against the global 
crisis, but it’s not easy,” Mori 
said. afp 

Tokyo 2020 president Yoshiro Mori is sceptical the Covid-19 pandemic will be controlled in time for Tokyo to host the Olympics next year. If the 
rescheduled Olympics falter again, Mori believes they will be cancelled once and for all. afp

Jazz’s ingles doubts NBa return
UTaH Jazz swingman Joe ingles, an 
australian in his sixth NBa season, 
said on Friday he doubts more with 
each passing week the halted 2019-
20 campaign will ever resume.

in a conference call with Utah me-
dia detailed by the Salt Lake Tribune, 
the 32-year-old playmaker from ad-
elaide said it would be difficult to 
leave wife renae and three-year-old 
twins Milla and Jacob for a seclusion 
plan to finish the campaign.

ingles was in Oklahoma City last 
month when French teammate 
rudy Gobert tested positive for the 
coronavirus, prompting the NBa to 
put the season on hiatus.

“i assumed we would be in this 
two-week quarantine and then we’ll 
be back,” ingles said. “That was very 
early on and i probably didn’t know 
as much as we all do now with the 
whole thing that’s going on.

“But honestly, my personal opin-
ion is every week that we go along, 
it feels like it’s a less and less chance 
that we’re going to [return].”

Sequestering players in one spot 
to play out a two-month post-sea-
son isn’t appealing to ingles either.

“it would be extremely hard,” in-
gles said. “That would be basically 
the longest i’ve been away from the 
kids – which i don’t know how much 
i’m willing to do that, as much as i 
love playing basketball.”

Two days after his wife, a retired 
pro netball player, gave birth to the 
twins, ingles left with the aussie 
squad for the 2016 rio Olympics.

“Back then, as hard as it was, it was 
easier because they were just like eat-
ing and pooping and that was it,” he 
said. “Now that they’ve got personali-
ties, they know when i’m leaving, they 
tell me they miss me, stuff like that. 
That makes it a lot harder to leave.

“Even just leaving to go to the super-
market, it’s like they cry and they don’t 
want you to leave and stuff, so two or 
three months without them would be 
borderline impossible for me.”

Nevertheless, ingles is keeping himself 
ready, having bought a hoop this month 
for his house, which also has a gym.

ingles said his father in austra-
lia has been fired while his mother 
“works in a nursing home so she’s 
still working. That’s considered es-
sential at the moment”.

ingles has been a champion 

around the world, first in 2009 with 
the South Dragons in australia’s Na-
tional Basketball league and then in 
2011 and 2012 with Barcelona in the 
Spanish league. in 2014, he helped 
Maccabi Tel aviv win the Eurole-
ague crown before joining the Jazz 
later that year.

in 64 games this season, ingles is 
averaging 9.8 points, 4.0 rebounds 
and a team-high 5.2 assists a game for 
the Jazz, who were 41-23 and fourth 
in the Western Conference when the 
NBa season was shut down. afp

Utah Jazz forward Joe Ingles is wary of a potential plan for players to isolate          
themselves in one area for two months to complete the NBA playoffs. getty images/afp

NEW England patriots fullback 
James Develin announced his retire-
ment from the NFl on Monday, cit-
ing complications from a neck injury 
which cut short his season last year.

The powerful 31-year-old was an 
unsung part of the patriots offence 
in recent seasons, with his ability to 
make yardage contributing to three 
Super Bowl victories in the 2014, 
2016 and 2018 seasons.

“Due to unforeseen complica-
tions with the injury that ended my 
season last year, i have decided it is 
both in my and my family’s interest 
to retire from the game of football,” 
Develin wrote on instagram.

“i am incredibly proud of my jour-
ney within the sport and i will be 
forever indebted to the game that 
gave me so much.”

Develin joined the New England 
patriots in 2012 after an unconven-

tional route into the league.
He played his entire college career 

as a defensive lineman before later 
converting to offence, starting in 
the indoor arena Football league 
before moving to the now defunct 
United Football league.

He broke into the NFl with the Cin-
cinnati Bengals in 2010 before later 
signing for the patriots, playing 83 
regular season games with 31 starts.

patriots coach Bill Belichick led the 
tributes to Develin, describing him 
as “one of the most appreciated and 
respected players we have ever had”.

“a tribute to the impact James had on 
our success, of the five seasons in which 
he appeared in every game, we won 
three championships,” Belichick said.

“any team would be fortunate to 
have a James Develin type on its roster 
but the reality is he is a rarity and we are 
very fortunate he was a patriot.” afp

patriots fullback Develin 
retires due to neck injury

Patriots fullback James Develin won three championships with the team before         
retiring due to complications from a neck injury suffered last year. getty images/afp
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CHiCaGO Blackhawks presi-
dent and CEO John McDonough 
was sacked on Monday, with 
team management saying they 
wanted to use the coronavirus 
shutdown to set a new course 
for the National Hockey league 
franchise.

McDonough, a pillar of sports 
in Chicago who had spent 25 
years with the Chicago Cubs 
baseball team before joining 
the Blackhawks in 2007, was 
widely credited with helping 
transform the NHl outfit.

Under McDonough the 
Blackhawks won Stanley Cups 
in 2010, 2013 and 2015, com-
fortably the most successful 
era in the team’s history.

However, in a statement on 
Monday Blackhawks chairman 
rocky Wirtz said the suspen-
sion of the NHl season had 
prompted a rethink.

“Thirteen years ago, i recruit-
ed John to the Blackhawks 
because of his leadership, direc-
tion and vision,” Wirtz said. 

“John brought all of that to 
the table and more. His con-
tributions went well beyond 
leading the team to three 
Stanley Cup Championships. 
He rebuilt the front office and 
helped guide the organisation 
toward a winning vision.

“as difficult as this is, we 
believe it was the right deci-
sion for the future of the 
organisation and its fans.”

McDonough was also instru-
mental in turning the Black-
hawks into a commercial jug-
gernaut. The team had sold 
out a record 531 consecutive 
home games prior to the Cov-
id-19 shutdown.

Wirtz said the coronavirus 
crisis and the league suspen-
sion had prompted a review of 
the team’s management.

“While we can reassure our 
fans there will be hockey again, 
no one knows what that will 
look like,” Wirtz said.

“What we do know is that it will 
take a new mindset to success-
fully transition the organisation 
to win both on and off the ice.”

Wirtz’s son Danny Wirtz, 43, 
will serve as interim team pres-
ident as the hunt for 
McDonough’s replacement gets 
under way. afp

ESpN Jordan 
series fills TV 
void for bored 
fans of sport
a 

NEW Michael Jordan 
television documen-
tary has become a 
smash hit for NBa 

fans whose hope of watching 
the playoffs these days was 
scuttled by the coronavirus 
pandemic.

The Last Dance details the 
career of the NBa legend who 
led the Chicago Bulls to six 
titles in the 1990s, with edi-
tions three and four of the 10-
part saga telecast on Sunday.

it was the top ESpN telecast 
in the advertiser-prized 18-
to-34 demographic since the 
shutdown of sport due to the 
coronavirus pandemic.

in all, 6.1 million people 
watched the opening epi-
sodes in the US, making the 
documentary Twitter’s top 
trending topic and ESpN’s 
most watched original pro-
gramme since the network 
began producing such shows 
16 years ago. an average of 5.9 
million viewers watched the 
latest episodes aired in the US 
on Sunday.

The Last Dance mixes pre-
viously unaired behind-the-
scenes footage taken by a 
special camera crew with the 
Bulls during their 1997-98 NBa 
championship run with the 
retelling of Jordan’s amazing 
story from his youthful days 
to Chicago’s amazing dynasty 
run of six 1990s NBa titles.

The project was set to be 
broadcast in June when the 
NBa Finals were scheduled, 
but when sports programmes 
were wiped out due to the 
global virus pandemic, ESpN 
advanced the release date.

The Jordan documentary’s 
blockbuster success looks like-
ly to spark similar projects.

Kobe Bryant, the los ange-
les lakers superstar who died 
in a January helicopter crash, 
had a personal camera crew 
follow him around during his 
final NBa season, ESpN re-
ported last week, hinting that 
behind-the-scenes footage 
could become part of a Bry-
ant documentary.

Bryant, a five-time NBa 
champion, scored 60 points 
in his final NBa game in 2016, 
which capped the worst sea-
son in lakers history at 17-
65.

Dwyane Wade, a member of 
the 2008 US Olympic ‘redeem 
Team’ that won Beijing gold 
after a 2004 bronze at athens, 
says he is already producing a 
documentary about that col-
lection of NBa talent.

A lingering hatred
ESpN has aired discussion 

shows about the documen-
tary after telecasts, with Sun-
day’s episodes about Jordan’s 
lingering hatred of the Detroit 
pistons leading to Monday in-

terviews with former Detroit 
star isiah Thomas, notably 
about the pistons snubbing 
the Bulls for post-game hand-
shakes when Chicago swept 
the defending champions out 
of the 1991 playoffs.

“i hated them,” Jordan said 
in the fourth chapter of the 
documentary. “and that hate 
carries even to this day.”

Thomas was not selected as 
a member of the 1992 Barce-
lona US Olympic gold medal 
‘Dream Team’ – an NBa all-
star lineup that featured Jor-
dan – and Thomas on Monday 
said on ESpN that he hoped 
the handshake snub wasn’t 
the reason why he didn’t 
make the historic lineup.

“if i’m not part of the Dream 

Team for that lapse of emo-
tion, for not shaking some-
body’s hand, then i’m more 
disappointed today than i 
was back then when i wasn’t 
selected,” Thomas said.

“i paid a heavy price. if 
i’m not selected to be on the 
Dream Team because of that 
moment, that’s hurtful. That 
cuts deep.” afp

premier league players returning to the pitch
WEST HaM, Brighton and arse-
nal opened their training grounds 
to players on Monday as premier 
league clubs took steps towards 
a potential re-start.

The English top-flight is 
reportedly eyeing a resump-
tion of the season on June 8 
behind closed doors due to the 
coronavirus pandemic.

‘project restart’ could see 
the 20 premier league clubs 
resume full training by May 18, 
allowing players a three-week 
pre-season.

premier league chiefs, due 
to meet with sides on Friday, 
are committed to finishing the 
season, with liverpool on the 
brink of their first English top-
flight title in 30 years.

Culture Secretary Oliver Dow-
den said he has spoken to clubs 
about re-starting the premier 
league “as soon as possible”.

“i personally have been in 
talks with the premier league 
with a view to getting football 
up and running as soon as 
possible in order to support 

the whole football communi-
ty,” Dowden said during a par-
liamentary questions session 
for the Department of Digital, 
Culture, Media and Sport.

“But, of course, any such 

moves would have to be con-
sistent with public health 
guidance.”

Brighton said in a statement 
on Monday that the club is allow-
ing “restricted external access to 

the training pitches for first-team 
players only, for non-compulso-
ry individual training”.

“players will need to book 
and be allotted staggered arriv-
al slots, allocated their own 

area to train and are expected 
to fully adhere to social dis-
tancing rules while doing so,” 
the statement added.

a West Ham spokesman said 
players living in apartments or 
without safe access to green 
spaces were permitted access 
to training pitches.

“access will be limited to one 
player at a time and all ses-
sions will be in line with gov-
ernment guidelines around 
social distancing,” he said.

an arsenal club spokesman 
confirmed on Saturday players 
would be allowed to return this 
week but access would be 
carefully managed.

it was unclear whether man-
ager Mikel arteta, who tested 
positive for the virus last month 
but has since recovered, was 
present on Monday.

Tottenham also announced 
they would reopen some facil-
ities from Tuesday, with a lim-
ited amount of pitches avail-
able for players to use in 
individual sessions. afp

Hockey: 
Hawks 
axe team 
president 

A new documentary tells the story of the Chicago Bulls in the 1990s, six-time champions with iconic players 
like Michael Jordan (left), Dennis Rodman (centre) and Scottie Pippen. afp

The NHL’s Chicago Blackhawks 
have parted ways with CEO John 
McDonough after 13 years. Getty 
ImaGes/afp

Liverpool’s Anfield gate remains locked as the club is on the cusp of their first title in 30 years. afp
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