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Draft law on 
anti-torture 
reviewed, 
resurrected
Niem Chheng 

T
HE Ministry of Interior is con-
tinuing to review and amend 
the contents of the draft Law 
on the Establishment of a 

National Committee against Torture 
and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrad-
ing Treatment or Punishment, which 
had been in process since 2009.

The bill was discussed on Monday 
during a meeting attended by min-
istry secretary of state Bun Hun, 
head of the National Committee 
Against Torture Nuth Sa An and 
other relevant stakeholders.

When it is eventually passed, the 
ministry expects the bill to become 
a mechanism to fulfil Cambodia’s 
obligations under the UN’s Conven-
tion against Torture and Other Cru-
el, Inhuman or Degrading Treat-
ment or Punishment.

Hun said the law was drafted 
because Cambodia is a party to the 
Convention Against Torture.

The purpose of establishing the law, 
the ministry said, is to protect people 
from torture-related abuse and 
ensure that persecution is prevented 

by setting regular rules at every prison 
and anywhere where freedom was or 
might be taken away in Cambodia.

Sa An told The Post on Tuesday that 
the draft law was first debated in 2009 
but stood down until the Office of the 
High Commissioner for Human Rights 
in Geneva came to Cambodia again.

He said in 2013, the UN repre-
sentative came to Cambodia to 
assist the Kingdom in drafting the 
law but it was put on hold again. The 
UN Convention against Torture 
required Cambodia to have an inde-
pendent mechanism, he said.

“The inter-ministerial committee 
that was urgently created in 2009 is of 
no use now because it [the UN] requires 
us to have an independent body.

“By independence, it means the body 
cannot be under the government or 
anyone else. The draft law has been 
completed already, we just need to dis-
cuss the contents and decide whether 
to add more or adjust it,” he said.

Rights group Licadho deputy 
director Am Sam Ath said in 2007, 
Cambodia received an additional 

France’s Macron robbed of majority

Migrant workers ‘not crossing’ into Thailand

LEFT-LEANING lawmakers defected 
on Tuesday to rob President Emmanuel 
Macron’s party of its outright major-
ity in France’s National Assembly in a 
symbolic but non-paralysing setback 
for the embattled reformist leader.

Seventeen members of Macron’s La 
Republique En Marche (LREM) party 
said they had formed a new political 
grouping named “Ecology, Democracy, 
Solidarity” (EDS) to pursue greener 
policies, “modernise” the political sys-
tem and reduce social inequalities.

“After Covid-19, nothing will be like 
before,” they said in a statement and 
insisted, “we can do more and better 

in the National Assembly”.
The 577-member assembly is the 

lower house of parliament but has 
the final say on most legislation over 
the upper house or Senate.

Macron’s then-brand-new LREM 
took 308 seats in the 2017 elections 
that saw the centrist leader swept to 
power from relative obscurity.

Lawmakers have quit the party at a 
trickle since then, and it was finally 
left with 288 seats on Tuesday – one 
fewer than the 289 required for an 
outright majority.

The governing party insisted that 
Tuesday’s loss was not “cataclysmic”, 

as it could continue to rely on small-
er, allied parties for a voting majority 
in the assembly.

Macron’s popularity has zigzagged 
as he has fought a succession of polit-
ical battles starting with the so-called 
“yellow vest” rebellion of 2018-2019 
that was sparked by widespread 
anger against a leader seen by critics 
as the president of the rich and out 
of touch with the people.

That was followed early this year by 
France’s longest continuous trans-
port strike over the former invest-
ment banker’s plans to reform the 
country’s pension system. AFP

Long Kimmarita

ODDAR Meanchey provincial 
governor Pen Kosal said while 
more than 15,000 migrant 
workers had returned from 
Thailand amid the Covid-19 
pandemic, no one had illegally 
returned through the province’s 
three border checkpoints. 

Speaking during a press 
conference at the Council of 
Ministers on Tuesday, Kosal 
said the province had three 
official border checkpoints 
with Thailand – O’Smach, 
Choam and Chubkiri. 

The three passages had 
been closed since March, but 
after negotiations between 

the authorities of both coun-
tries, O’Smach and Choam 
have reopened for t he 
exchange of goods.

“In total, 15,554 Cambodian 
migrants, 7,024 of them women, 
returned through the borders  
in Oddar Meanchey province. 
That’s the number of people 
entering through O’Smach  

and Choam,” he said.
He claimed that no Cambo-

dian migrant workers had ille-
gally returned to Thailand via 
the three checkpoints, but 
through the agreement, he 
said Cambodians could enter 
Thailand for medical treat-
ment if they had proper letters 
from health professionals.

“No migrant workers have 
gone back [to Thailand]. Odd-
ar Meanchey province doesn’t 
have corridors as other prov-
inces do. Our province has 
only three passages.

“One passage is closed and the 
other two are only open for the 
exchange of goods or if a Cam-
bodian needs medical treat-

ment in Thailand and has 
paperwork to prove it. If they 
[Cambodians] secretly climb the 
mountains, they will find mines. 
No one dares climb the Dangrek 
mountains,” Kosal said.

Concerning quarantines 
for migrant workers in the 
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Khorn Savi

S
RE Ampoum com-
mune police in Pech 
Chreada district, 
Mondulkiri province, 

summoned two members of 
an ethnic minority group on 
Wednesday to clarify a land 
dispute after they published 
a Facebook post claiming the 
land is illegally occupied. 

One of the residents is 
Chroes Meus, who lives in the 
commune’s Pou Radet village.

Meus told The Post on Tues-
day that another resident who 
lives in Pou Kroch village was 
also summoned by the police 
because of the Facebook post 
concerning land loss in Pou 
Radet village. 

The land officially belongs 
to the state and is registered 
and recognised by the Min-
istry of Agriculture, Forestry 
and Fisheries.

“I don’t know why the po-
lice summoned me to make 
a statement. But I wrote the 
Facebook post showing a 
map of where the loss of land 
occurred in Pou Radet vil-
lage. The forest was logged 
completely and I only posted 
proof of the loss,” Meus said.

An announcement issued by 

the ministry in 2013 said that 
community forest land in Pou 
Radet village covered 132ha.

Meus claimed that the area 
in question was cleared and 
occupied by private owners 
in February.

But the deforestation 
stopped when environmental 
officials travelled to the area 
and prohibited it.

At that time, the Ministry 
of Agriculture, Forestry and 
Fisheries transferred the land 
to the Ministry of Environ-
ment for management.

Meus said residents had re-
ported the case to the commune 
authorities in the past, but it did 
not act on the complaints.

He said now, most of the land 
is occupied privately. Markers 
are planted on it and kiosks 
built along the water’s edge. 
Meus said it seems to have been 
established as a resort area.

In the past, Meus said resi-
dents of Pou Kroch, Pou Radet 
and Pou Kreng villages had for-
aged in the forest for products 
such as mushrooms and resin.

Commune police chief 
Meas Vey said the summons 
was unrelated to the land 
dispute, but he didn’t give an 
alternative reason for call-
ing the two in for question-

ing. “I’m not in charge of the 
land,” he said.

However, commune chief 
Chhoy Bunloeun said police 
wanted to know the location 
of the land because the two 
residents had not reported it 
to officials. “The summons 
was to inquire about the 
land’s location,” he said.

Provincial Department of 
Environment director Keo 
Sopheak said his officials had 
not reported any land grabs 
in the protected area to him. 
“If they make a report [to us], 
we will investigate,” he said. 

Forest activist Kroeung Tola 
said according to information he 
had received, some people were 
cheated and incited by brokers 

to sell the land to land traders.
He mentioned the involve-

ment of a powerful Oknha 
and said all levels of authori-
ties, from village to province 
were involved in the sale. 

Tola said his officials are 
looking for legal assistance to 
re-possess the land as state 
property.

“We are planning to file a 
lawsuit soon because the law 
states that we can file a com-
plaint to get the land back 
within 15 years [of the land 
grab],” he said.

If the land was encroached 
on, Tola said he will report 
the case to the top levels of 
authorities to request inter-
vention.

The Interior Ministry is taking the lead on finalising a draft law on 
torture that has been sitting since 2009. ministry of interior 
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Voun Dara

THE Preah Sihanouk provincial 
administration, led by the Na-
tional Committee of Cambo-
dia Coastal Management and 
Development, is bulldozing a 
coastal area in Bit Traing com-
mune, Prey Nop district, to cre-
ate a new public recreational 
beach named Chum Teav Mao 
Beach for national and interna-
tional tourists to visit.

Provincial tourism depart-
ment director Taing Sochet 
Kresna told The Post on Tues-
day that the government and 
provincial administration are 
developing various tourism 
regions according to a provin-
cial development plan which 
encourages multi-faceted 
economic tourism. 

The provincial administra-
tion said it had permitted 
authorities to bulldoze cassia 
trees in the area to ensure the 
new beach, which covers one 
square kilometre, could be 
developed.

Sochet Kresna said: “Two 
companies are developing 
this area. One donated land 
to the provincial administra-
tion to expand the beach. The 
other plans to donate but is 
still considering its options.”

Preah Sihanouk provincial 
governor Kuoch Chamroe-
un is willing to develop the 
coastal area for public tour-

ism but will not allow compa-
nies to invest in it because it’s 
for public use, he said. 

He said the name of the 
beach was a reference to Lok 
yeay Mao, an ancient mythi-
cal heroine who is revered in 
the province.

In addition to developing 
infrastructure and Chum 
Teav Mao Beach, the provin-
cial administration plans to 
continuously develop other 
beaches including Ariston, 
Otres beach and Ochheuteal 
beaches.

Toilets and gardens have al-
ready been prepared for tour-
ists, Sochet Kresna said.

“According to national de-
velopment strategies, Preah 
Sihanouk is a multi-faceted 
province that will cater to 
mixed tourism. The main 
strategy is to develop the 
economic and industrial 
sectors.

“In the Ministry of Tour-
ism’s strategy, Preah Siha-
nouk was set to be a base for 
business tourism with inter-
national standards,” Sochet 
Kresna said.

Preah Sihanouk has nine 
beaches, including those be-
ing developed, for national 
and international tourists. 
In addition, there are 10 
more clean beaches on vari-
ous islands in the province, 
he said.

Continued from page 1

protocol on the UN Conven-
tion Against Torture. As a state 
party, Cambodia is duty-bound 
to create its national mecha-
nism to prevent torture, atroc-
ities and inhumanity.

He said the government has 
already established a National 
Committee Against Torture but 
some other mechanisms have 
not been created yet. He said 
the Cambodian Criminal Code 
also has language about torture 
but is not detailed enough.

“In whatever aspect, we want 
to see that the meeting on this 
draft law has the participation 
of relevant parties, including 
experts and civil society organ-
isations to make this draft law 
efficient,” he said.

Ministry of Justice spokesper-
son Chin Malin said a state 

party to this convention is 
required to have an independent 
institution to prevent torture.

He said the existing national 
committee was created by a roy-
al decree, which is not a mecha-
nism that is independent of the 
government. So, the interior min-
istry needs to prepare a law that 
makes the committee a national 
independent institution.

Malin said Cambodia has 
experienced torture against pris-
oners, but these acts were iso-
lated cases and those who com-
mitted the crimes were held 
accountable under the law. 

Torture in the past was com-
mitted by some officials such 
as the police, Military Police 
and prison officials, he said, 
but they were held liable under 
the law, facing administrative 
penalties as well as legal pun-
ishment.

S’ville developing 
new beaches to try 
and attract tourists

‘Independent body is 
needed to enforce law’

M’kiri police 
summon two 
in land dispute

Gov’t official publishes second novel
Niem Chheng

FORMER journalist and cur-
rent Council of Ministers 
spokesman Ek Tha recently 
published the second edition 
of his war novel Fight the Ene-
my, Find Love after more than 
600 copies of the English ver-
sion were sold.

The novel follows the life of 
a Vietnamese soldier named 
Hung who wanted to save 
Cambodian children from 
being tortured and killed by 
the Khmer Rouge.

But in the novel, Hung ends 
up being saved by the beauti-
ful daughter of a Khmer Rouge 
commander, Reach Bopha-Ek, 
after he gets lost in the jungle. 
The two fall in love amid war.

“The Vietnamese were the 
number one enemy of the 
Khmer Rouge and vice-versa. 
But no one has heard the sto-
ry of the Vietnamese soldier 
who gets lost in the jungle and 
falls in love with the beautiful 
daughter of a Khmer Rouge 
commander,” Tha said. 

He said 1,000 copies of the 
first English edition of the 
book were printed in 2018, 
and more than 600 were sold. 
Another 1,000 English ver-
sions of the book were print-
ed in the last two weeks, while 
the Khmer version will be re-
leased at a future date.

Tha lived as a refugee in 
South Vietnam from the early 
1970s to 1979. He didn’t fight 
in Cambodia’s civil war, but he 
learned a great deal from his 
experience living in Vietnam.

When he returned to Cambo-
dia after the fall of the Khmer 
Rouge in early 1979, he learned 
more about Cambodia’s his-
tory and its developing trends.

“I went through those pe-
riods and I witnessed a lot of 
things. I have no difficulties in 
writing such a novel by trans-
forming ‘partial facts’ into a 
romance with sweet and bit-
ter memories,” he said.

He said he wanted to write 
the novel to wake up the 
armed forces, from the police 
to soldiers in every corner of 
the world. Tha believes they 
should not simply raise their 

guns and shoot at people they 
perceive to be the enemy.

“Like in chapter seven and 
eight in the novel. It’s about 
how to be thoughtful as an 
armed man. There is no point 
in ending conflict by using 
weapons or any type of force, 
but negotiations, friendship 
and love,” he said.

Tha said he wanted to re-
fresh his memories of both 
good and bad experiences so 
that the world’s younger gen-
eration, and not only Cam-
bodians and Vietnamese, can 
learn about the past. 

“I really want the younger 

generation to understand 
that they cannot change the 
past but they can learn from 
it. They can avoid repeating 
the past by putting their dif-
ferences aside, dropping their 
guns and turning to love.

“I want to leave a message 
to the younger generation that 
only friendship, love and re-
spect can maintain strong ties 
for peace, mutual benefits, 
and a better world,” he said.

His ultimate goal of writ-
ing this novel, Tha said, is to 
change the human percep-
tion of seeing each other as 
foes instead of friends.

Commune police in Mondulkiri summoned two men after they reported 
a land occupation on a Facebook post. supplied

Council of Ministers spokesman and former journalist Ek Tha published a second edition of his war novel 
Fight the Enemy, Find Love. niem chheng



Live-fire military exercises to be held in S Reap 
Khouth Sophak Chakrya

NEW soldiers from the Mili-
tary Region 4 School will be-
gin an exercise with live am-
munition on the O’Kon Toeng 
range, located at the border 
between Siem Reap and Od-
dar Meanchey from Wednes-
day until Monday.

In announcing the training, 
Siem Reap provincial gover-
nor Tea Seiha said there will 
be a mobilisation of soldiers 
along National Road 67, pass-
ing through Banteay Srei and 
Varin districts in Siem Reap 
province to reach the O’Kon 
Toeng range, located in 
Srenoy commune’s Trapaing 
Krasaing village in Varin.

He called on residents liv-
ing along the route and near 
the actual shooting field not 
to be surprised and avoid 
travelling across or into the 

training grounds.
Deputy Commander Pov 

Heng told The Post on Tues-
day that in this live-fire exer-
cise new soldiers will take the 
theoretical knowledge they 
have learned so far and put it 
into real practice in the field.

“There will be no use of artil-
lery, tanks or armoured vehi-
cles unlike the Golden Dragon 
or Hanuman live-ammunition 
military training exercises. 
They have to start learning 
how to shoot first with a hand-
gun and a rifle,” he said.

Heng did not say how many 
new troops would be deployed 
to the area. “I don’t know the 
exact number, but all the new 
soldiers in Military Region 4 will 
have to complete the live am-
munition exercises,” he said.

He called on soldiers who will 
be on duty to strive to showcase 
their abilities and talents.Soldiers will mobilise along National Road 67 as part of the military drill. RCAF
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Voun Dara

THE Ministry of Public Works 
and Transport has informed 
ministries, state institutions, 
organisations and embassies 
in Cambodia to change their 
vehicle identification cards and 
licence plates by October 30.

The change is needed be-
cause the ministry revised and 
set new code numbers to make 
it easier for vehicle control.

a notice issued by the minis-
try on Sunday confirmed that 
in June, the government issued 
a sub-decree on registration, 
vehicle identifications cards 
and vehicle number plates.

In april the ministry issued 
an announcement that de-
termined the types of vehicle 
identification needed for 
ministries and institutions.

“These announcements are 
aimed at controlling vehicles as 
state property of the ministries 
[and] institutions to guarantee 
security, order, safety and own-
ership rights of vehicles.

“To make it easier for ve-
hicle number plate control, 
we have again revised and set 
code numbers for the licence 
plates of some ministries and 
institutions,” it said.

The notice also requests 
that all the institutions up-
date their vehicle list and 
submit it to the ministry. The 
institutions also have to fill 
out forms requesting changes 
to vehicle ID numbers and 
number plates in line with 
the ministry’s instructions.

Ministry spokesman Heang 
Sotheayuth said the goal of the 
notice is to revise old code num-
bers used by the ministries and 
state institutions, organisations 
and embassies in Cambodia.

“The changes cost little mon-
ey. The ministries and state in-
stitutions have an administra-
tive budget for expenses and 
this expense is small,” he said.

Sotheayuth said the new ID 
numbers are required on all 
types of vehicles, including 
motorcycles and cars. Vehicle 
number plates belonging to 
the Phnom Penh municipal 
and provincial halls must be 
changed to new vehicle code 
numbers also.

The ministry added that 
for vehicles belonging to the 
state and used by the National 
Election Committee, the NEC 
01 2-0001 number plate has 
to be changed to new vehicle 
code IDs – NEC 2-0001.

For foreign NGOs with 
ONG200 2-001 number plates, 
they need to be changed to new 
code IDs – ONG2-001 accord-
ing to the types of vehicles. 

Vehicles belonging to inter-
national organisations, whose 
number plates are OI 001, OI 
0001, OI 2-001 they need to be 
changed to new vehicle code 
IDs – OI 2-0001, according to 
the types of vehicles.

ambassadors’ vehicle num-
bers are not required to be 
changed. UN mission direc-
tors to Cambodia with the 
number plate ONU 2-001 
must be changed to new ve-
hicle code IDs – ONU 01-1. 
ID codes for staff are not re-
quired to be changed.

Officials 
required 
to update    
vehicle IDs

Phuon Chansereivuth

IN a bid to help the govern-
ment address the urgent 
needs of vulnerable migrant 
workers who have returned 
home amid the Covid-19 
pandemic, the UN Popula-
tion Fund (UNFPa) has do-
nated 1,670 dignity kits and 
communication materials to 
the National Committee for 
Counter Trafficking (NCCT).

Through the committee 
and relevant authorities at 
national and sub-national 
levels, the materials will be 
distributed to vulnerable re-
turnees, especially pregnant 

women and those most at risk 
of gender-based violence.

The kits include basic hy-
giene items and advice for 
pregnant and lactating women 
to help protect themselves from 
Covid-19, minimise infection 
risks, practice social distanc-
ing, and cope with stress while 
confined to home.

The communication mate-
rials also include necessary 
information on gender-based 
violence and violence against 
women during the pandemic.

UNFPa acting representa-
tive to Cambodia Daniel al-
emu said: “UNFPa is calling 
on governments and partners 

to prioritise sexual and repro-
ductive health of women and 
girls and respond urgently to 
their needs. 

“Supporting people affected 
by humanitarian crises is not 
only the right thing but also the 
wise thing to do to save lives 
and build resilience to avoid 
Covid-19 from cycling back to 
the vulnerable people and com-
munities around the globe.

“We must maintain conti-
nuity of maternal health and 
other sexual and reproduc-
tive health services, including 
antenatal and postnatal care 
and access to safe birth.

“Frontline health workers 

must also be protected from 
Covid-19 and be provided with 
personal protective equip-
ment to treat infected patients 
and continue to provide es-
sential services,” he said.

Last month, Minister of In-
terior Sar Kheng said more 
than 85,000 migrant workers 
had returned from various 
countries. 

Through Battambang prov-
ince’s Daung international 
border crossing alone, more 
than 15,000 migrant workers 
passed through for Khmer 
New year, said the provincial 
administration.

It said the workers hailed from 

different provinces including 
Battambang, Kampong Chh-
nang, Kampong Thom, Prey 
Veng, Pursat and Svay Rieng.

Provincial governor Nguon 
Ratanak said during a press 
conference last week that some 
14,000 workers who returned 
through his province had com-
pleted their 14-day quaran-
tine and have been cleared of 
Covid-19, while 1,000 others 
remained isolated.

Ratanak said there are still 
migrant workers returning 
to Cambodia through inter-
national border checkpoints 
between Battambang and 
Thailand.

Vulnerable migrant workers get UNFPa aid amid virus

Camcontrol 
siezes expired 
food in Svay 
Rieng, B’bang
Soth Koemsoeun

T
HE Ministry of Com-
merce’s Cambodia 
Import-Export In-
spection and Fraud 

Repression Directorate-Gen-
eral (Camcontrol) officials in 
Svay Rieng and Battambang 
on Monday confiscated over 
100kg of expired goods in var-
ious places.

The police are preparing to 
burn the seized products.

Svay Rieng provincial Cam-
control deputy director Man 
Sokhorn told The Post on 
Tuesday that on Monday his 
authorities cooperated with 
provincial Department of 
Commerce officials and ter-
ritorial authorities to inspect 
food products at a retail mar-
ket in Svay Chrum district’s 
Donsa commune. 

During the operation, the 
authorities found unsuitable 

and expired goods including 
15 large packages of shrimp 
cakes, five large packages of 
coffee, 200 packages of Banh 
Trang cakes, 100 large bottles 
of Coca-Cola, three boxes 
of noodles, 25 packages of 
meatballs, two large boxes of 
dried beef, 30 large packages 
of dried powder and 50kg of 
various cakes, he said. 

Sokohorn said authorities 
taught the retailers about safe 
food management techniques 
to prevent health problems, 
he added.

“I call on citizens to cooper-
ate with the authorities and 
report anything suspicious 
about foods they are buying,” 
he said.

In a similar case, Battam-
bang Camcontrol officials 
confiscated about 43kg of 
goods with fake logos and 
expired dates after expert 
authorities inspected food 

retailers at Thma Koul and 
Damnak Sdao markets in Ra-
tanak Mondol district. 

Battambang provincial 
Camcontrol department di-
rector Hak Sokrin told The Post 
on Tuesday that the operation 
was a joint effort with Minis-
try of Commerce officials and 
market committees to prevent 
fake and expired products 

from being sold in markets.
authorities tested foods 

including Chinese noodles, 
meatballs, octopus sausag-
es, raw octopuses and raw 
prawns for chemical sub-
stances that can affect public 
health. They also checked the 
food’s packaging to ensure it 
met safety standards.

The officials found 36kg of 

green tea, 6kg of soy sauce 
and 1kg of coconut powder, 
all of which were not suitable 
for sale, Sokrin said. 

“Our authorities wrote the 
report and plan to burn the 
goods. They taught other sell-
ers about good food man-
agement and avoiding prac-
tices that could harm public 
health,” he added.

Camcontrol officials in Svay Rieng and Battambang provinces confiscate large batches of expired foods unfit 
for sale or consumption on Monday. CCF
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Khorn Savi

THE ministry of Health issued 
a press release on monday dis-
puting that a Vietnamese citi-
zen had contracted the novel 
coronavirus in Cambodia.

“after a careful study of in-
volved officials in Siem Reap, it 
is not possible to find the name 
of a Vietnamese man who con-
tracted Covid-19 and he was 
not a resident of Siem Reap.

“Through the mutual Re-
porting System of new dis-
eases in aSEaN countries, the 
ministry’s team did not re-
ceive any official information 
about the case as posted by an 
online newspaper. This Viet-
namese man contracted the 
virus in Vietnam, not Cambo-
dia as claimed,” it said.

The ministry has asked 
Vietnamese authorities to ad-
here to international techni-
cal and regulatory standards 
on infectious diseases before 
conclusion or publication, 
which could adversely affect 
Cambodia’s efforts.

The VnExpress online news-
paper on Saturday reported 
that a 39-year-old man from 
Tan Chau district in the south-
eastern province of Tay Ninh, 
which borders Cambodia, 
tested positive for Covid-19.

The newspaper claimed 
the infected man had trav-
elled by bus from Tay Ninh 
to Siem Reap on January 10 
and returned to Vietnam il-
legally on may 2 as the bor-

ders remained closed.
after the report, ministry 

spokeswoman Or Vandine 
confirmed that the man had 
been out of Cambodia 14 
days before the positive test 
for Covid-19 and it could not 
be assumed he contracted 
the virus in Cambodia.

The newspaper report came 
the same day the ministry of 
Health announced that all 
122 Covid-19 patients in the 
Kingdom had recovered.

However, the ministry con-
tinued its call on the public 
to remain vigilant by imple-
menting prevention mea-
sures like washing hands, 
wearing masks and main-
taining social distancing.

Vietnamese media reported  
on Tuesday that there have 
been no new infections for 
33 days. The country has re-
ported a total of 324 cases, of 
which 184 were imported.

VN man’s Covid-19 
tale disputed as fake

anti-drug push for schools 
Voun Dara 

T
HE ministry of Educa-
tion, youth and Sports, 
in collaboration with 
the National authority 

for Combating Drugs (NaCD) 
and related partner organisa-
tions are preparing education-
al documents in an effort to 
prevent and control illicit drug 
use in schools. 

The materials are planned 
to be introduced in schools 
across the country in 2021.

Soeur Socheata, an under-
secretary of state at the min-
istry and head of the working 
group on the development of 
lesson plans to prevent and 
control illicit drug use told 
The Post on Tuesday that the 
goal is to provide knowledge 
on the dangers of drugs.

The material for primary 
school has 15 lessons divided 
into four chapters and for 
secondary education, there 
are 15 lessons divided into 
three chapters.

“The design of this educa-
tional document is accord-
ing to the ministry’s policy 
on school health. We started 
organising this educational 
document at the beginning of 
march and are now editing it.

“The educational document 
is a free textbook for primary 
and secondary schools,” 
Socheata said.

She said the textbook is 75 
per cent complete, and that the 
educational document is de-
signed to be a one-time learn-

ing and teaching document 
that includes case studies for 
students’ critical thinking skills 
and enables them to imple-
ment learning activities too.

“We began the work of de-
signing this document in 
march and scheduled to finish 
it in 2021. after completing the 
design we will need more part-
ners to publish it,” she said.

ministry of Education 
spokesman Ros Soveacha 
said on monday that a decline 
in illicit drug use in schools is 
improving the quality of edu-
cation in Cambodia. 

He said the lesson plans will 
educate against illegal drug use 
by focusing on prevention.

“This work is a continuous 

collaboration between the 
ministry, the General Secre-
tariat of the National author-
ity for Combating Drugs, the 
private sector and develop-
ment partners such as Plan 
International Cambodia and 
Cambodia aCT,” he said. 

“Collectively, this work is part 
of the Education Strategic Plan 
for 2019-2023 and towards 
2030. The ministry of Educa-
tion is committed to achiev-
ing sustainable development 
goals based on the principles 
of quality, equity, inclusive ed-
ucation, and lifelong learning 
for all,” he added.

He said the ministry and 
its partners will review the 
content and consider pi-

lot programmes in various 
forms, including classroom, 
case studies, review, peer net-
works, and regional pedagog-
ical schools in the target cities 
and provinces.

NaCD Director Lim Tong 
Huot said on monday that 
the design of the educa-
tional document is aimed at 
strengthening the prevention 
and control of drug use inside 
and outside of schools.

“This document is de-
signed to help students and 
other stakeholders under-
stand how to prevent drug 
problems altogether because 
if families are without drugs, 
the community will be safe,” 
he said.

Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports is working to educate kids about the dangers of illicit drugs. Nacd

Mam Bun Heng’s health ministry 
disputes that a Vietnamese man 
contracted Covid-19 in Cambodia. 
heNg chivoaN
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province, Kosal said the situ-
ation was under control. Of 
the 234 test samples from mi-
grant workers, he said all have 
been negative except for seven 
which are still being analysed.

Rights group Adhoc provin-
cial coordinator Srey Naren 
said he had not seen migrant 
workers crossing illegally into 
Thailand of late.

In January and February, he 
said Cambodian migrant work-
ers had crossed illegally into 
Thailand to log timber but were 
sent back by Thai authorities.

“Since Thailand closed its 
borders, our people have been 
allowed to return to Cambo-
dia. But returning to Thailand 
is extremely difficult.

“Exchanging goods is more 
difficult in Cambodia than in 
Thailand because Thais can 
enter our country and buy 
crops directly from us. But we 
cannot do so. We have to place 
orders on goods,” he said.

Naren also expressed concern 
over border closures, saying if 
they continued for much longer, 
it will affect people’s livelihoods 
because they cannot keep up 
with daily demands.  Income 
from business along the border-
lines has also been lost, he said.

He called on the government 
to establish a budget package 
to help people living along the 
borders.

Niem Chheng

As governments strive to re-
vive their economies amid 
the Covid-19 pandemic, the 
World Bank has launched a 
project to help Cambodia mit-
igate the virus’ impacts on its 
economic growth. The Post’s 
Niem Chheng sat down with 
World Bank president Inguna 
Dobraja to get more details. 

The World Bank just approved 
the “Cambodia Covid-19 Emer-
gency Response Project”. Could 
you tell us more about it?

The aim of this project is to 
assist Cambodia in its efforts 
to prevent, detect and respond 
to the threat posed by Covid-
19 and strengthen national 
systems for public health 
preparedness. This will help 
Cambodia to reduce and delay 
the transmission of Covid-19, 
help reduce the incidence of 
serious disease and deaths, 
and ensure ongoing essential 
health services, particularly 
during the pandemic period. 

This is a $20 million project. 
What sectors does it cover?

The project will finance the 
upgrading of the national ref-
erence laboratory for testing 
Covid-19, improving diagnos-
tic capacity at four regional 
laboratories and 21 associated 
laboratories in the provincial 
hospitals. It will also support 
the supply of medical equip-
ment, including personal pro-
tective equipment and other 
consumables for isolation and 
treatment wards in all 25 pro-
vincial hospitals. 

It will also finance the pro-
curement of medical sup-
plies and equipment needed 
for activities outlined in the 
Covid-19 Master Plan, in-
cluding business continuity 
of essential services, drugs 
and medical supplies for case 
management and infection 
prevention. The project has 
built-in flexibility to reallocate 
resources in case the needs of 
the health system changes.

The project will also support 
the functions of Emergency 
Operating Centers at the sub-
national level, including build-
ing staff capacity to monitor 
the outbreak, screening people 
entering the country, strength-
ening call/hotline centers, and 
community engagement.

Is it a grant or a loan?  
This is a credit from the In-

ternational Development As-
sociation, or IDA, the arm of 
the World Bank Group that 
supports the poorest countries. 
This credit has a term of 38 years 
with a grace period of six years. 

Who is going to benefit from 
this project?

The expected project benefi-
ciaries will be infected people, 
at-risk populations, medical 
and emergency personnel, 
medical and testing facilities 
across Cambodia. The project 
will target urban and rural com-
munities across Cambodia.

What else is the World Bank 
doing to help Cambodia mitigate 
the Covid-19 impacts?

The Covid-19 shock is hit-
ting most of Cambodia’s main 
drivers of growth hard and will 
have a lasting impact on the 

economy and the population. 
The World Bank intends to 
support Cambodia both to ef-
fectively deal with the Covid-
19 crisis and to strengthen 
the country’s economy for 
recovery and future resil-
ience. In addition to the Cam-
bodia Covid-19 Emergency 
Response Project, the World 
Bank has also activated $14m 
of the Contingency Emer-
gency Response Component 
under the Cambodia Health 
Equity and Quality Improve-
ment Project (H-EQIP) in sup-
port of the country’s Covid-19 
Master Plan, including the ur-
gent need to procure medical 
supplies, equipment and am-
bulances as well as enhance 
testing capacity of the National 
Reference Laboratory. The H-
EQIP project implemented by 
the Ministry of Health regularly 
monitors the trends of health 
service utilisation by poor 
households to ensure that ser-
vices continue to be delivered 
during the Covid crisis.  

To further strengthen health 
service delivery, the Cambodia 
Nutrition project will  focus on  
maintaining the demand for 
and supply of essential ma-
ternal and child health and 
nutrition services in the wake 
of Covid-19, and the Cambo-
dia Strengthening Pre-Service 
Education System for Health 
Professionals project will aim 
to equip health profession-
als with better knowledge and 
skills to deal with emergencies 
such as the Covid-19 outbreak. 

Beyond the health sector, 
several projects will focus on 
broader economic and social 
recovery. For example, in the 
agriculture sector   our sup-
port will enhance farm pro-
ductivity, explore possibili-
ties to develop new local and 
regional agriculture value 
chains as well as provide tar-
geted support to smallholder 
farmers in building their earn-
ing capacity and resilience to 
shocks such as Covid-19.

The World Bank will contin-
ue to support building Cambo-
dia’s road infrastructure – the 
new Cambodia Road Connec-

tivity Improvement project will 
connect rural communities to 
health centres and schools, 
reducedisruption from floods 
and help local agricultural 
producers to access markets. 
It will also generate jobs for lo-
cal communities during road 
construction thus supporting 
economic recovery.

In early April, the World Bank 
predicted that Cambodia’s eco-
nomic growth will nosedive 
to 2.5 per cent. Will the World 
Bank offer any support to help 
revive the Kingdom’s economic 
growth after Covid-19?

The Covid-19 shock, propa-
gated through falling global 
demand, supply chain dis-
ruptions and nationwide 
lockdowns, is hitting most of 
Cambodia’s main drivers of 
growth hard. The World Bank is 
working with the government 
to support policy reforms that 
provide relief to affected popu-
lations, facilitate a robust recov-
ery, and build resilience against 
future economic shocks.

We observe that workers,  
migrant workers and street 
vendors, among others, are also 
affected by the Covid-19 pan-
demic. Will they benefit from 
the World Bank’s projects? 

The World Bank is supportive 
of policy actions that scale up 
support to economically vul-
nerable households affected 
by Covid-19 as well as improve 
access to finance for small- 
and medium-sized businesses 
that are facing supply and de-
mand shocks. The Livelihood 
Enhancement and Association 
of the Poor project has been 
helping to move poor rural 
and urban families in Siem 
Reap and Phnom Penh out of 
poverty for the last two years. 
The project is now adjusting to 
help these families cope with 
the current loss of income and 
recover through more on-farm 
investments and maintaining 
support for skills training and 
job placement while vocational 
schools are closed and job op-
portunities have declined.  
If you are asked to pick three 

top priority measures to help 
the most affected people, 
what would they be? 

During times of economic 
crisis such as the current 
one, strong social assistance 
measures are required to pre-
vent people from falling into 
poverty. Supporting firms 
impacted by the Covid-19 

shock is also needed. And fi-
nally, policies that improve 
the competitiveness and re-
silience of Cambodia’s econ-
omy will help the economy to 
recover and benefit the liveli-
hoods of its citizens.

This interview has been edited 
for length and clarity.

World Bank president Inguna Dobraja said the project will help Cambodia in its efforts to prevent, detect and respond to the threat posed by  
Covid-19 and strengthen national systems for public health preparedness. supplied
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Covid-19 response project unveiled ‘Returning 
to Thailand 
is difficult’



THE PHNOM PENH POST  may  20, 2020  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM6

Business
USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,110 1.3922 7.1056 107.49 4.3450 1.4160 31.91 0.6555 1.0949 1.2244

IT was expected that Thailand’s Cabi-
net would give the go-ahead to the reha-
bilitation of Thai airways International 
(THaI) as per the Bankruptcy Court’s 
procedure at its meeting on Tuesday.

This could potentially result in the 
airline losing its status as a state 
enterprise.

The state Enterprise Policy Com-
mittee, chaired by Prime minister 
Prayut Chan-o-cha, decided on mon-
day to force the national carrier to file 
for bankruptcy and rehabilitation 
under the court’s process.

THaI is listed on the stock market 
and has been in financial trouble for 
many years, and now, with the Covid-
19 crisis, things have become worse.

Deputy Prime minister anuthin 
Charnvirakul said THaI may lose its 
status as state enterprise once it starts 
going through the rehab procedures 
set by the Bankruptcy Court.

Once that happens, the state Enter-
prise Committee will no longer have 
authority over the carrier, though the 
manager of the rehabilitation will 
have the power to manage the airline’s 
business restructuring plan, he said.

The airline will be able to continue 
operating while its debts and business-
es are being restructured, and it will not 
have to service debts during that time.

Government spokesperson Naru-
mon Pinyosinwat said it is still not clear 
whether the airline’s bankruptcy case 
will be filed in a Thai or foreign court.

However, an informed source at 
the ministry of Transport said the 
case should go to a Thai court even 
though 30 per cent of the airline’s 
200 billion baht ($6.3 billion) debt 
is owed to foreigners.

some sources suggested that the 
government file the case in the Us to 
stop foreign creditors seizing THaI 
airplanes when they land on foreign 
soil.

However, the ministry source said 
there should be no such problem if 
THaI can negotiate with its foreign 
creditors, most of whom have leased 
planes to the airline.

meanwhile, THaI trade union lead-
er Nares Puengyam voiced concern 
about the airline potentially losing its 
status as state enterprise.

“The union agrees with the plan to 
rehabilitate via the Bankruptcy Court’s 
process, but we do not agree with the 
proposal to reduce the finance minis-
try’s stake by two per cent,” he said.

The ministry of Finance currently 
holds a 51.03 per cent stake in the 
airline, but if its holding is cut to 
below 50 per cent, THaI will no long-
er be a state enterprise.

Nares said he was worried that this 
would adversely affect the company’s 
credit rating and push up the cost of 
future borrowing.

However, officials say once THaI 
becomes a private entity, it will find 
it easier to restructure by cutting 
redundant staff, slashing wages as 
well as cancelling perks offered to the 
local elite and efficiently managing 
its costs as a whole. THE NATION (THAILAND)/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Kingdom wants direct flights to Us
May Kunmakara

C
amBODIa welcomes any Us 
airline that wishes to operate 
direct flights to the Kingdom 
and promote trade, tourism 

and investment with the world’s larg-
est economy, said minister in charge 
of the state secretariat of Civil avia-
tion (ssCa) mao Havanall.

Havannall was speaking at a meet-
ing with Us ambassador to Cambo-
dia w Patrick murphy at the ssCa 
office on monday.

ssCa spokesman sin Chanserey-
vutha told The Post on Tuesday that 
murphy had proposed allowing Us-
produced Boeing Co aircraft to op-
erate in Cambodian airspace and 
expediting work on an air service 
agreement between the two coun-
tries – under discussion since 2014.

“In regard to a Cambodia-Us air 
service agreement, only two issues re-
main – first is technical terminology, 
which we may interpret differently but 
we can still open up to negotiation.

“secondly, Us companies want to 
conduct aircraft ground handling pro-
cedures themselves – this poses a bit 
of a challenge,” said Chansereyvutha, 
adding that the government has au-
thorised private companies to do so.

He said Us airlines want Us compa-
nies to service their aircrafts while on 
the ground, due to security concerns.

“we suggested the ambassador to 
inform any Us airline that wants to op-
erate in Cambodia to schedule a meet-
ing face-to-face with the ssCa, and we 
will pave the way for them to set up 
their ground handling services.”

“Direct flights between the Us and 
Cambodia – in either passenger or car-
go configuration – would be a boon.

“Our neighbouring countries with 
direct flights to the Us have enjoyed 
a notable rise in bilateral tourism, 
investment and trade,” said Chan-
sereyvutha.

Us embassy in Phnom Penh spokes-
woman Emily Zeeberg said the Us and 
Cambodia regularly discuss commer-
cial opportunities in different sectors, 
including exporting aviation technolo-
gies and services to the Kingdom.

“The continued growth of Cambo-

dia’s aviation sector provides oppor-
tunities for local and regional airlines 
to lease or purchase Boeing aircraft – 
and other Us aviation technologies 
and services – to meet rising demand. 
Currently there are no Boeing aircraft 
based in Cambodia,” she said.

she added that the embassy regu-
larly discusses aviation-focused 
initiatives with the government, in-
cluding the multilateral Cape Town 
Convention and a bilateral open 
skies agreement.

“The Cape Town Convention is an 
international treaty that, if Cambo-
dia were to sign, would allow domes-
tic airlines to purchase and lease air-
craft more cheaply,” said Zeeberg.

some 77 states as well as the EU 
have signed on to the convention, 

she said, including five asEaN 
countries – Vietnam, myanmar, sin-
gapore, malaysia and Indonesia. 

she said open skies agreements are 
bilateral air service agreements that 
help promote international travel be-
tween the Us and its partner countries.

“an open skies agreement could 
allow Us airlines to fly directly into 
Cambodia’s airports and help increase 
Us tourism to Cambodia. The United 
states has open skies agreements with 
over 100 countries,” she said.

In February last year, in collabora-
tion with Boeing, General Electric Co, 
and the american Chamber of Com-
merce in Cambodia, the Us Embassy 
hosted a successful aviation work-
shop that linked Us companies to 
Cambodian government and private 

sector leaders in the tourism and avi-
ation sectors, she said.

Chansereyvutha said Boeing air-
craft operated in the Kingdom be-
tween 1990 and 2000 until many 
airlines opted instead to use the EU-
made airbus planes.

Cambodia exported more than 
$1.083 billion worth of goods to the 
Us in the first two months of this 
year, a sharp 46.96 per cent year-on-
year increase from $737.1 million, 
said a Us Census Bureau report.

Bilateral trade between the two 
countries totalled $1.136 billion dur-
ing the period, up 39.96 per cent from 
2019’s $812 million, the data showed. 
The Kingdom’s imports amounted 
to $53.2 million, down 28.97 per cent 
from 2019’s $74.9 million.

O meanchey coal-fired plant 50% complete
Hin Pisei

HaN seng Coal mine Co Ltd’s (HsC-
mC’s) 265mw coal-fired power sta-
tion in Oddar meanchey province’s 
easternmost Trapaing Prasat district 
is more than 50 per cent complete, 
with construction expected to be 
completed next year, provincial gov-
ernor Pen Kosal said on Tuesday.

He told a press conference on the 
province’s progress, goal setting and 
action plans that the project would 
supply electricity locally and to some 
areas in neighbouring siem Reap 
province to the south.

He said: “Construction is now 50 to 
60 per cent complete . . . The com-
pany is gradually installing the elec-
trical power poles.”

Original plans showed that the plant 
would be powered by local coal. But 

new studies have revealed that coal in 
the area does not produce hot enough 
temperatures through combustion, 
said Kosal.

Government spokesman Phay 
siphan said via Facebook that the 
plant requires $294.3 million in capital 
investment and will be operational by 
the end of next year or early in 2022.

ministry of mines and Energy spokes-
man Victor Jona previously told The 
Post that Cambodia’s electricity demand 
is growing at an average of 16-18 per 
cent annually, though it soared 25 per 
cent last year from 2018.

He said the Kingdom can currently 
cover about 70-80 per cent of total 
domestic electricity consumption.

The Kingdom produced 11.261Gwh 
of electricity last year, up 21 per cent 
from 2018’s 9.427Gwh, said a minis-
try report.

THaI faces 
privatisation 
if it declares 
bankruptcy

US Ambassador to Cambodia W Patrick Murphy proposed allowing US-produced Boeing Co aircraft to operate in Cambodian 
airspace. AFP

The Kingdom produced 11.261GWh of electricity last year, up 21 per cent from 2018’s 
9.427GWh. HONG MENEA



F
RANCE and Germany 
on Monday proposed 
a €500 billion ($550 
billion) fund to fi-

nance the recovery of the 
EU’s economy from the dev-
astation wrought by the coro-
navirus crisis.

Putting aside past differences 
and seeking to prove that the 
Franco-German core of Europe 
remains intact, President Em-
manuel Macron and Chancel-
lor Angela Merkel announced 
the unprecedented package af-
ter talks by video conference.

European Central Bank 
head Christine Lagarde told 
major European newspapers 
that “the Franco-German 
proposals are ambitious, tar-
geted and welcome”.

With the European econ-
omy facing its biggest chal-
lenge since World War II, Ma-
cron also acknowledged that 
the EU had fallen short in its 
initial response to the virus 
and needed to coordinate 
more closely on health.

Financed by “borrowing 
from the market in the name 
of the EU”, the €500 billion 
will flow to the “worst-hit sec-
tors and regions” in the 27-
member bloc, the two coun-
tries said in a joint statement.

“We are convinced that it 
is not only fair but also nec-
essary to now make avail-
able the funds … that we will 
then gradually repay through 
several future European bud-

gets,” Merkel said.
Countries benefitting from 

the financing would not have 
to repay the money, Macron 
added, emphasising that the 
funds “were not loans”.

The eurozone economy 
overall is forecast to contract 
by a whopping 7.7 per cent this 
year, with the damage set to be 
most severe in southern mem-
bers like Italy and Greece.

‘More solidarity’
The agreement of such bor-

rowing marks a major shift 
by Germany, which has until 
now rebuffed calls by Spain 
and Italy for so-called “coro-
nabonds” for joint borrowing 
on financial markets to pro-
vide stimulus cash.

Germany, the Netherlands 
and other rich countries had 
seen them as an attempt by 
the indebted south to unfairly 
take advantage of the north’s 
fiscal discipline to raise mon-
ey more cheaply.

The Merkel-Macron plan 
now faces a potentially pain-
ful negotiation with all 27 
member states and then a 
vote in European Parliament, 
which had been eyeing an 
even larger package.

In the first signs of cracks 
within the EU, Austria insist-
ed that any help should be in 
the form of loans, not grants.

“We will continue to show 
solidarity and to support those 
countries which have been 

worst affected by the corona 
crisis, but this has to be in the 
form of loans not grants,” said a 
statement from Austrian Chan-
cellor Sebastian Kurz’s office.

On the other side of the 
spectrum, the Spanish gov-
ernment called the plan a 
“big step in the right direc-
tion”, adding that it picks up a 
significant part of Spain’s pro-
posals for a rapid and “joint 
exit from the crisis”.

A source in the office of Ital-

ian Prime Minister Giuseppe 
Conte described the plan as a 
“good starting point”, but said 
it was a package that should 
not be “revised downwards, 
but rather expanded”.

European Commission chief 
Ursula von der Leyen, who 
would have to help implement 
the package, hailed the plan as 
a “constructive proposal”.

“It acknowledges the scope 
and the size of the economic 
challenge that Europe faces,” 

she said. 
Merkel said the seriousness of 

the crisis meant that “solidarity” 
must be the order of the day.

“The aim is to ensure that 
Europe comes out of the crisis 
more cohesive and with more 
solidarity,” she said, calling 
the proposal “courageous”.

‘Learn the lessons’
Traditionally seen as the 

engine that powers Europe, 
the French-German alliance 

had until the announcement 
appeared to be stumbling in 
recent months.

Paris wanted Germany to 
show more fiscal flexibility 
and some reports suggested 
Berlin was irritated by Ma-
cron’s supposed grandstand-
ing on the European stage.

Macron said stronger Euro-
pean coordination on health 
issues must be a priority, ad-
mitting that the EU fell short 
in its initial response to the 
coronavirus outbreak.

“Europe was without doubt 
put at fault at the beginning 
of this crisis,” Macron said.

He added that unilateral 
steps by some EU countries to 
close borders – without con-
sulting their neighbours – had 
given a “sad image” of Europe, 
with some members showing 
“nationalist reflexes”.

He said Europe needed 
“very concrete capacities” 
to handle health crises with 
shared stocks of masks and 
tests, and prevention plans to 
combat epidemics.

“A Europe of health – which 
has never existed – has to be 
our priority,” he said. “We 
need to learn all the lessons 
from this pandemic.”

In a sign of how the pandem-
ic has changed global diploma-
cy, their joint press conference 
saw them stand at lecterns in 
cities hundreds of kilometres 
apart, with Merkel in Berlin 
and Macron in Paris. AFP

Business
7THE PHNOM PENH POST  MAy  20, 2020  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

Wing (Cambodia) 
Limited Special-
ised Bank and the 
Techo Startup 

Center are working together to 
foster the growth of startups 
and small and medium-sized 
enterprises in the Kingdom.

The Techo Startup Center 
was founded in April 2018 
with the goal of helping the 
country develop a full-fledged 
digital economy.

now, with this tech-driven 
partnership with Wing, the 

Techo Startup Center and its 
members can use the cutting-
edge digital payment platform 
to find new opportunities for 
innovation.

“This partnership reflects 
our commitment to developing 
a digital payment founda-
tion for the advancement of 
Cambodia’s digital startups,” 
said Dr nguonly Taing, the 
executive director of the Techo 
Startup Center.

“Our startup members will 
also be able to connect and 

learn from an innovative com-
pany such as Wing and reap 
the benefits of their technical 
expertise and advice, as well as 

have access to the digital pay-
ment solutions of Wing.” 

The Techo Startup Cen-
ter was launched to support 

entrepreneurs and build on 
official plans to transform and 
diversify the economy. 

Designed to form a bridge 

between entrepreneurs and 
other relevant stakeholders, 
the centre is geared towards 
providing its members with 
the tools needed to help the 
Kingdom adapt to new tech-
nological trends and access 
innovation. 

“We are delighted that we 
can use our know-how and our 
products to support the Techo 
Startup Center in its vision of 
nurturing startups to grow into 
successful businesses,” said 
Manu Rajan, the CEO of Wing. 

“We hope that through this 
partnership Wing will be able 
to do more to help Cambodian 
tech entrepreneurs adapt to the 
industry 4.0 revolution.”

Wing and the Techo Startup 
Center have shared the com-
mon goal of using the latest 
technology to advance Cambo-
dia’s economy and improve the 
daily lives of its people. 

Wing is renowned for its 
ubiquitous network of more 
than 7,500 Wing Cash Xpress 
agents across the country, as 
well as for the Wing Money 
App – a digital mobile  
payment app with multiple 
features relevant to everyone’s 
day-to-day living.

Meanwhile, the Techo 
Startup Center provides 
acceleration and mentoring 
services, all of which are 
structured with startups and 
small and medium-sized 
enterprises in mind.  

Wing and Techo Startup Center partner 
up to support Kingdom’s tech innovators 
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Wing’s latest technology is 
supporting members of the  
Techo Startup Center as they 
help the next generation build 
Cambodia’s digital economy.

Macron, Merkel agree $550B recovery plan

President Emmanuel Macron and Chancellor Angela Merkel announced the unprecedented package after talks by 
video conference. The €500 billion will flow to the ‘worst-hit sectors and regions’ in the 27-member bloc. AFP



Natural rubber exports retain 
bounce during Covid-19 crisis
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May Kunmakara

a move by the US Nasdaq 
stock exchange to make it 
harder for Chinese compa-
nies to go public could cre-
ate opportunities for other 
exchanges like the Cambodia 
Securities Exchange (CSX). 

News agency Reuters re-
ported on monday that Nas-
daq’s new curbs on Chinese 
initial public offerings (IPOs) 
represent the latest flash-
point in the financial rela-
tionship between the world’s 
two largest economies. That 
includes tension over trade, 
technology and the spread of 
Covid-19.

The tightening of its listing 
standards reflects Nasdaq’s 
concerns about some Chinese 
companies seeking US IPOs.

The new rules will require 
companies from some coun-
tries, including China, to raise 
$25 million in their IPO or at 
least a quarter of their post-
listing market capitalisation, 
reported Reuters.

CSX vice-chairman Ha Jong-
weon said more Chinese com-
panies will list on other bours-
es outside the US, presenting 
a favourable opportunity for 
other stock markets.

“I think it is an opportunity 
for our stock exchange to list 
qualified companies includ-
ing Chinese and other South-
east asian companies regis-
tered in Cambodia,” he said. 
“That will increase the num-
ber of our listed companies 
and boost our trading activity 
and market liquidity.” 

SBI Royal Securities Plc 
managing director Seng Chan 
Thoeun also pointed out 
that Nasdaq’s tightened rules 
would be a boon for stock 
markets in the region, includ-
ing the CSX. 

“It could be an exceptional 
opportunity to get very quali-
fied companies listed here,” 
said Chan Thoeun. “This will 
attract other good companies. 
and we need to set procedures 
and more regulation for IPOs 
of overseas companies to bet-
ter manage them in terms of 
corporate governance, infor-
mation disclosure and busi-
ness operations.”

Ha said the CSX, in collabo-
ration with other securities 
companies, has organised 
several roadshows in China, 
but mainly to attract inves-
tors rather than companies 
which could potentially list.

This, he said, is because 
current regulations only per-
mit entities or public lim-
ited companies registered in 
Cambodia to go public.

Several companies regis-
tered in the Kingdom – in-
cluding Chinese-owned ones 
– have inquired the CSX about 
listing requirements, docu-
mentation and procedures, 
he added.

The CSX welcomed its first 
domestically listed company, 
the Phnom Penh Water Supply 
authority, on april 18, 2012. as 
of this month, the market has 
11 listed firms – six bond-list-
ed companies and five stock-
listed companies.

The listed firms have raised 
$223 million in trading. mar-
ket capitalisation increased 
58 per cent from $442 million 
in 2018 to around $701 mil-
lion last year. Trading volume 
increased nearly six-fold from 
$26,000 in 2018 to around 
$150,000 last year.

as of last year, there were 
five central counterparties 
in the derivatives market, 27 
derivatives brokers, five fund 
management companies and 
five trustees.

CSX sees opportunity 
with newly tightened 
Nasdaq regulations

Hin Pisei

C
amBODIa exported 
$22.17 million worth 
of natural rubber 
to the international 

market last month, gaining 
6.3 per cent over april 2019’s 
$20.85 million, said a min-
istry of agriculture, Forestry 
and Fisheries report.

By volume, the exports in-
creased 21.73 per cent from 
15,282 tonnes in april last year 
to last month’s 18,604 tonnes, at 
an average per-tonne value of 
$1,192, down 12.67 per cent year-
on-year from $1,365, it said.

Pol Sopha, the director-gen-
eral of the ministry’s General 

Directorate of Rubber, told 
The Post on Tuesday that nat-
ural rubber exports had avoid-
ed the worst of the pandemic, 
which has led to a global eco-
nomic crisis and has disrupt-
ed the supply chains of com-
modities around the world.

The volume of the Kingdom’s 
natural rubber exports in-
creased 58 per cent from 11,751 
tonnes in march, he said, noting 
that prices on the international 
market have tumbled.

“The value of our exports 
has been rising because of 
our high volume of produc-
tion,” said Sopha.

The demand for natural 
rubber on the international 

market will continue to grow 
through 2024-2025, he said, 
citing an undisclosed “expert 
study”. Exports are expected 
to grow until 2025, as rubber 
cultivation area in the King-
dom continues to expand.

In march, the government 
reduced taxes on rubber ex-
ports to minimise the impact 
of international price shocks.

a sub-decree signed by Prime 
minister Hun Sen on Sunday 
stipulates that exports of rub-
ber valued under $1,400 per 
tonne are not taxable. Ship-
ments valued between $1,400 
and $3,500 per tonne will be 
taxed $25 to $200 per tonne.

Latex prices will continue to 

decline to next year, said a re-
port by Research and markets. 
China consumes the most 
natural rubber in the world or 
41 per cent of the global total.

Last year, Cambodia export-
ed 282,071 tonnes of natural 
rubber worth $377 million, a 
30 per cent increase over 2018, 
ministry data shows. a total of 
247,144ha were harvested, out 
of the 406,142ha available for 
the cultivation of natural rub-
ber trees in the Kingdom.

Sopha said: “The area for 
natural rubber cultivation in 
2020 has not changed much 
from 2019, but more than 
310,000ha has been harvest-
ed this year.”

The Kingdom exported 18,604 tonnes of natural rubber to the international market last month, up 58 per cent from 11,751 tonnes in March. pOST STAFF

State-led approach set to boost 5G deployment in VN
VIETNam’S 5G network is forecast 
to have a bright future with govern-
ment and regulator support while 
domestic manufacturing of 5G 
handsets could lower device costs 
and lend tailwinds to adoption.

analysts from credit intelligence 
provider Fitch Solutions Inc said 5G 
appears to be high on the govern-
ment’s priority list, with the earliest 
services set to be commercialised in 
mid-2020 following trials conducted 
through last year. 

“We believe the impact will be 
greatest in the enterprise segment, 
particularly in Vietnam’s rapidly 
growing manufacturing sector, with 
government initiatives supporting 
industry uptake.

“at the consumer level, we expect 
early launches to centre on larger, high-
er-income cities, with operators likely 
to focus on both mobile and fixed-
wireless services,” said the analysts.

While fibre-based broadband 
connections in Vietnam have grown 
significantly in recent quarters, 
Fitch believed that fixed-wireless 5G 
could still serve as a complement to 
existing fixed services and support 
the development and adoption of 

higher bandwidth services, such as 
virtual reality (VR) video streaming 
and cloud gaming applications. 

The analysts said: “We anticipate 
a potential delay to 5G launches as 
a result of the Covid-19 pandemic, 
which has forced operators to in-
crease investments into their exist-

ing 4G networks and raise band-
width on existing fixed broadband 
connections.

“Reportedly, [Vietnam’s largest 
mobile carrier] Viettel had to double 
bandwidth for all fibre-to-the-home 
(FTTH) subscribers and, together with 
other state-owned operators VNPT-

Vinaphone and mobifone, introduce 
bigger mobile data allocations.”

While these short term moves 
could put investments into 5G net-
works on the backburner, they said, 
the government could pressure the 
state-owned operators to focus on 
5G deployment.

Licences and spectrum are yet to 
be allocated, although the ministry 
of Information and Communica-
tions could convert 5G trial licences, 
allocated in 2019, into commercial 
licences, they said.

Through Resolution 52, intro-
duced in September, the govern-
ment aims to actively involve itself 
in the wider adoption of Industry 
4.0 technologies to drive the coun-
try’s economic growth.

“We expect the government to lend 
support to the wider 5G ecosystem 
through the creation of test beds, or 
through enterprise grants to adopt 
5G technologies,” said Fitch.

The ministry is already looking at 
licensing certain frequencies to do-
mestic manufacturers of 5G prod-
ucts, and has stated that it will sup-
port the development of 5G-capable 
chips, although further details have 

not been disclosed. 
Viettel has 5G partnerships with Er-

icsson and Nokia, while mobifone has 
an agreement with Samsung. VNPT-
Vinaphone is working with Nokia.

Vietnamese conglomerate Vin-
group signed an agreement with Fu-
jitsu and Qualcomm in June last year 
to jointly develop and manufacture 
5G-compatible handsets in Vietnam.

The Fitch analysts said the wider 
availability of low-cost 5G devices in 
Vietnam will support uptake, primar-
ily among cost-conscious consumers.

“In terms of industry applications, 
we expect to see strong use of 5G in 
the manufacturing sector. adoption 
of 5G-enabled sensors across the 
production line is a certainty, al-
though this will centre most largely 
on the use of private networks in the 
short run, such as those developed 
by private players like Sigfox.

“Operators have made no in-
dication of their 5G plans for the 
enterprise and industrial sectors, 
although we expect them to look 
at developing 5G networks in key 
economic zones and industrial ar-
eas,” they said. VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS 

NETWORK

Vietnam’s 5G network is forecast to have a bright future with government and 
regulator support while domestic manufacturing of 5G handsets could lower device 
costs and lend tailwinds to adoption. pIXABAY
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aN aNTIBODy from a patient who 
recovered from Sars has been shown 
to block Covid-19 infection in a labo-
ratory setting, researchers said on 
monday in another potential break-
through in the search for the treat-
ment of the Sars-CoV-2 virus.

Scientists based in Switzerland and the 
US previously isolated the antibodies 
from the patient in 2003, following the 
Sars outbreak that killed 774 people.

They experimented with 25 differ-
ent types of antibodies – which target 
specific protein spikes on viruses – to 
see if they could prevent cells from 
becoming infected with Covid-19.

Both Sars and the pathogen which 
causes Covid-19 are coronaviruses 
thought to have come from animals, 
and so their structures are similar.

The researchers identified eight 
antibodies that could bind to both 
Covid-19 and the infected cells.

One candidate, known as S309, was 
shown to have “particularly strong neu-
tralising activity” against Covid-19.

By combining S309 with other less 
potent antibodies they were able to 
target different sites on the virus’ 
protein spike, thus reducing its 
potential to mutate.

The Covid-19 pandemic has seen 
hundreds of trials for effective treat-
ment launched, including some 
involving the use of antibodies from 
recovered patients. 

While there were no experiments on 
humans in the study, published in the 
journal Nature, its authors said their 
findings represent “proof-of-concept” 
that antibodies from Sars can prevent 
severe Covid-19 infection and spread.

“These results pave the way for 
using S309- and S309-containing anti-
body cocktails for prophylaxis in indi-
viduals at high risk of exposure or as 
a post-exposure therapy to limit or 
treat severe disease,” they wrote.

That day, a Princeton University 
study published in the journal Science 
said the higher summer temperatures 
in the Northern Hemisphere are 
unlikely to significantly limit the growth 
of the coronavirus pandemic.

Several statistical studies conducted 
over the past few months have shown 
a slight correlation between climate and 
the virus – the hotter and more humid 
it is, the less likely it is to spread.

But the findings remain prelimi-
nary, and much remains unknown 
about the exact relationship between 
climate and Covid-19.

and a study published in the Emerg-
ing Infectious Diseases journal of the 
US Centres for Disease Control and Pre-
vention (CDC) said the coronavirus was 
detected on several surfaces in hotel 
rooms where two pre-symptomatic 
students were quarantined before being 
diagnosed with the disease.

“The detection of Sars-CoV-2 RNa 
in the surface samples of the sheet, 
duvet cover, and pillow cover high-
lights the importance of proper han-
dling procedures when changing or 
laundering used linens of Sars-CoV-2 
patients,” they said.

“In summary, our study demon-
strates that pre-symptomatic patients 
have high viral load shedding and can 
easily contaminate environments,” 
they said. AFP

India and Bangladesh preparing to 
evacuate millions ahead of cyclone
m

ILLIONS of people 
were being moved to 
safety as one of the 
fiercest cyclones in 

years barrelled towards India and 
Bangladesh on Tuesday, but with 
evacuation plans complicated by 
coronavirus precautions.

“amphan” is expected to pack 
winds gusting up to 185km/h when 
it hits eastern India and Bangladesh 
on Wednesday afternoon or eve-
ning, and with a storm surge of sev-
eral metres, said forecasters.

Bangladesh authorities fear it will be 
the most powerful since cyclone Sidr 
devastated the country in 2007, killing 
about 3,500 people – mostly due to a 
deluge of seawater sweeping in.

Junior disaster management minis-
ter Enamur Rahman on Tuesday said 
they have already evacuated several 
thousand people from low-lying areas.

“We will evacuate up to 2.2 million 
and try to keep casualties at zero,” 
Rahman told aFP.

To ensure social distancing in 
view of the coronavirus pandemic, 
the number of cyclone shelters has 
been doubled by using schools, with 
masks compulsory, said Rahman.

“We are also keeping separate iso-
lation rooms in the shelters for any 
infected patients,” he said.

yamin Chowdhury, an official in 
Bangladesh’s Barisal province, said 
the coast guard was helping to bring 
back thousands of people from re-
mote islands.

Fishing boats have been ordered 
to return to shore and all ports and 
fish landing stations shut down.

“Coastal dwellers in Bangladesh 
are facing an impossible choice,” 
Snigdha Chakraborty from aid 
group Catholic Relief Services (CRS) 
said in a statement.

“There is limited space in existing 
evacuation shelters and people who 
have been on Covid-19 lockdown 
might hesitate to leave their less-

sturdy homes to go to a central – and 
possibly crowded – shelter.”

She warned of “grim days ahead”, 
with poor sanitation, limited access 
to safe water and health facilities.

The coronavirus lockdown had also 
cut off many people’s income and eat-
en up their cash reserves, she added.

In India, West Bengal state official 
manturam Pakhira said more than 
200,000 people were being evacuated 
from coastal districts and the Sundar-
bans, a vast mangrove forest area.

“authorities are also supplying masks 
and sanitisers and making arrange-
ments so that they can maintain safe 
distance from each other,” he said.

arjun manna, who works for the 
World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) 
in the Sundarbans, told aFP that 
loud speakers were urging locals “to 

wear a mask and maintain social 
distancing in the shelters”.

In Odisha state, relief commis-
sioner Pradeep Kumar Jena told aFP 
that 20,000 people have been evacu-
ated, with 600 disaster teams “pre-
positioned” and contractors stand-
ing by with diggers and chainsaws.

“We will evacuate more people de-
pending on the situation. No one will 
be allowed to stay in huts with thatched 
roofs in coastal areas,” said Jena.

To ensure social distancing, he said, 
additional temporary shelters have 
been identified, with the state ready 
to house 1.1 million people if needed.

“We have made arrangements for 
soap, water tanks for hand washing 
and face masks. We are also educat-
ing people about the need to cover 
their mouths,” he said.

Indian Prime minister Narendra 
modi tweeted that he was praying 
for everyone’s safety after chairing 
a virtual meeting on preparations 
on monday.

Bangladesh’s low-lying coast, 
home to 30 million people, and In-
dia’s east are regularly battered by 
cyclones that have claimed the lives 
of hundreds of thousands of people 
in recent decades.

In 1999, the eastern Indian state of 
Odisha was hit by a super-cyclone 
that left nearly 10,000 dead. In 1991, 
a typhoon, tornadoes and flooding 
killed 139,000 in Bangladesh.

While the storms’ frequency and 
intensity have increased – blamed 
partly on climate change – deaths 
have fallen thanks to faster evacua-
tions and more shelters. AFP

SK nightclub outbreak alters reopening plan
SOUTH Korea ventured into uncharted 
waters by reopening early this month, 
only to have the novel coronavirus 
cases bounce back with a fresh outbreak 
among young partygoers in Itaewon, a 
popular nightlife district in Seoul.

Over 60,000 tests later, health 
authorities say the new cluster 
appears less intimidating than first 
thought and admit a major revision 
may be needed in its reopening guid-
ance to prevent a similar mistake.

after the curve effectively flattened 
with two months of stringent social 
distancing, South Korea found itself 
on the verge of relapse in virus cases 
when a 29-year-old nightclub visitor 
tested positive on may 9 – on the day 
the government guidelines on phys-
ical distancing expired.

The prospects seemed bleak as at 
least 7,000 were discovered to have 
partied at the nightspots where the 
infections broke out, with the daily 
tally of new cases rising past 30 in a 
matter of days.

Health authorities have carried out 
massive nationwide testing to confirm 

the proportion of positive cases was 
not as “explosive” as the first peak of 
the coronavirus in late February and 
vowed the lessons from the nightclub 
outbreak will not go unlearned.

Korea Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (KCDC), together 
with the ministry of Health and 
Welfare, announced over the week-
end the reopening guidance issued 
may 5 will be amended to reflect 
practical limitations.

Senior health official yoon Tae-ho 
told a press briefing on monday that 
the government will hold a meeting on 
Tuesday with an advisory board com-
prising coronavirus experts to make 
necessary updates in the guidance. 

Speaking to reporters, yoon said 
discussions were currently underway 
for “detailing the safety steps further” 
for enhanced public compliance.

KCDC director Jung Eun-kyeong 
once again cautioned against eroding 
public commitment to social dis-
tancing on monday, as one of the 170 
virus patients with Itaewon ties was 
found to have made stops at another 

nightlife establishment in Gyeonggi 
province’s Bucheon city.

“anyone who has visited the night-
clubs is strongly urged to report to 
authorities and seek testing,” she said.

Former KCDC director and pulmo-
nologist Dr Jung Ki-suck said the 
health officials should adopt a “risk-
based” approach to reopening.

“The existing guidance failed in 
terms of practicality. Wearing face 
masks and ventilating every couple 
of hours is not viable at a nightclub, 
for instance,” he said.

Infectious disease specialist Dr Kim 
Woo-joo of Korea University Hospital 
in Guro, southern Seoul, said the recent 
instances of social distancing violation 
are “conspicuous signs that fatigue 
over the coronavirus is growing”.

“But the virus cannot be expected to 
behave in accordance with our time-
line,” he said, stressing that as long as 
the pandemic is enduring, adherence 
to coronavirus precautions has to be 
“accepted as part of everyday reality”.

Kim pointed out the government’s 
coronavirus plans so far lacked a 

long-term vision.
“Government measures came with a 

short expiration date, although it was 
apparent from early on that the virus will 
hold a long-lasting presence. Such 
myopic presentation left the public won-
dering how policies will change next 
week or the week after that,” he said.

“Responsible risk communication 
entails giving people a fuller picture 
of what to expect without downplay-
ing potential threats.”

Korea remains just as vulnerable 
to the coronavirus as when the first 
case emerged on January 20, said 
another former chief of the KCDC 
and preventive medicine specialist 
Dr Jun Byung-yool.

“The majority of Koreans are with-
out immunity and susceptible to 
coronavirus infection,” he said. “The 
government has yet to work out how 
widespread the virus really is.”

“The nightclub case is a wake-up 
call that complacency over the virus 
can easily lead to another spike in 
infections,” said Jun. THE KOREA HERALD/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Study: Sars 
antibodies 
can block 
Covid-19

Bangladesh authorities fear it will be the most powerful since cyclone Sidr devastated the country in 2007, killing about 3,500 people. AFP
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PaRENTS across Thailand are 
calling on the government to 
reopen schools soon because 
online classes can be unaf-
fordable for some families.

In Chiang mai, Ploysai 
Saengsuwan, 43, said her two 
daughters are meant to at-
tend online classes, but she 
does not have the funds to 
purchase a television, com-
puter and iPad as instructed 
by the school. The school 
also requires that she have 
a broadband connection in 
her house to make online 
classes possible.

She said that since Covid-
19 hit Thailand, her income 
as a masseur has completely 
dried up and now she is hav-
ing to rely on the state-pro-
vided aid packages to feed 
her children.

another parent, Nut Lum-
mong, 45, said she had been 
forced to find more money so 
her son could attend classes 
online.

Thailand’s ministry of 
Education on monday an-
nounced that it had no inten-
tion to burden parents and 
blamed the online schooling 
system’s breakdown on high 
internet traffic.

minister Nataphol Teepsu-
wan said 80 per cent of the 
schools across the nation 
will open for the new semes-
ter on July 1, except for those 
in high-risk zones such as in 
Bangkok and Phuket, which 
will remain closed to prevent 
infections.

He added that online les-
sons are only serving as ad-
ditional classes for students 
in mathayom 4 to 6 (upper 
secondary) levels who have 

the equipment, while the 
10 per cent who do not own 
tablets or computers will 
be given extra classes when 
schools reopen so that they 
catch up.

The minister also said par-
ents were not being forced to 
purchase digital devices or in-
stall the internet if they can-
not afford it. He added that 
students who are not able to 
attend online classes will not 
suffer any negative impacts.

He also said that the system 
possibly broke down because 
parents did not know how 
to connect correctly, adding 
that his ministry will discuss 
the problem with the Cabinet 
and ministry of Digital Econ-
omy and Society on may 25.

That day, government 
spokesperson Narumon Pin-
yosinwat said Prime minister 
Prayut Chan-o-cha has em-
phasised that students must 
study online until the Covid-
19 situation improves and 
schools can reopen.

She said the government 
was trying to address prob-
lems of accessibility and af-
fordability of teaching ma-
terials, parental care, and 
responsibility of learners.

“Initially, we will focus on 
reducing study time in the 
classroom, parents’ readi-
ness, and relieving the burden 
of sending children to school, 
which will also help to reduce 
traffic congestion.

“meanwhile, we urge edu-
cation-related authorities to 
secure people’s cooperation 
until the Covid-19 outbreak 
is resolved,” said Narumon. 
THE NATION (THAILAND)/ASIA NEWS 

NETWORK

Thai students unable 
to attend online class 
‘won’t be left behind’

S’pore team work on vaccine 
that can fight virus mutations
a 

TEam of Singapore 
researchers is work-
ing on a Covid-19 
vaccine that can be 

modified within three weeks 
to tackle the Sars-CoV-2 virus 
if it mutates, and they are hop-
ing for human trials within six 
months.

Esco aster Pte Ltd is devel-
oping the vaccine with US 
biotechnology company Viv-
aldi Biosciences Inc, tapping 
chimeric vaccines which are 
created by merging proteins 
from different viruses.

The work-in-progress vac-
cine, currently named Esco as-
ter DeltaCov, was “constructed” 
by joining antigens from the 
Sars-CoV-2 virus – which causes 
Covid-19 – with a protein “back-
bone” from the flu virus.

antigens are molecules ca-
pable of stimulating an im-
mune response.

Esco aster’s CEO Lin Xiangli-
ang told The Straits Times: “Vi-
ruses actually want to lie low and 
not be recognised – they want to 
evade the immune system and 
not cause any response.

“By having this backbone . . . 
we can awaken the immune 
system to realise there’s a novel 
virus and create the antibodies 
needed to kill it,” he said.

Esco aster, which has a labo-
ratory in ayer Rajah Crescent, 
offers vaccine, cell and gene 
therapy development and bio-
manufacturing services.

Research on the flu virus 
backbone was started in 1999 
by Dr Thomas muster, who is 
now Vivaldi Biosciences’ chief 
scientific officer.

It has been used to create vac-
cines and vaccine candidates 
for several infectious diseases 

since then, including multiple 
flu strains and the severe acute 
respiratory syndrome (Sars), 
also a coronavirus.

Lin had approached Viv-
aldi Biosciences after the first 
Covid-19 case in Singapore 
was confirmed on January 23.

Esco aster, an arm of lead-
ing biopharma equipment 
manufacturer Esco Group 
LLC, is working on finding 
the correct antigen sequence 
to be inserted into the back-
bone, and on scaling up the 
production of the backbone.

Lin said the company can do 
both tasks through the use of a 
special bioreactor it previous-
ly helped to develop, which 
cultivates cells and the virus 
in conditions which simulate 
that of the human lung.

He added that Esco aster will 

also mass-produce the vac-
cine when it is ready and will 
be able to ramp up production 
fairly quickly if necessary.

meanwhile, Vivaldi Biosci-
ences, which develops flu 
vaccines, is handling the pro-
cess necessary to connect 
the Sars-CoV-2 antigen with 
the protein backbone, also 
known as reverse genetics.

Esco aster senior bioprocess 
scientist (vaccine develop-
ment) Dr Nandini Prabhakar 
said the use of the backbone al-
lows the company to accelerate 
the development of its vaccine, 
as the backbone has already 
been established to be safe.

This will also allow the 
company to produce a new 
vaccine within two to three 
weeks should Sars-CoV-2 
mutate, as it will be a matter 

of simply “switching” the cur-
rent virus antigens with those 
of the new virus strain.

Once ready, the vaccine can 
be delivered into a patient’s 
body via nasal spray, mimicking 
the natural way its component 
viruses would infect a person.

The Sars-CoV-2 antigen will 
be detected by the immune 
system, which will activate 
white blood cells to produce 
antibodies to fight it and learn 
to “recognise” the virus so the 
body can combat it should a 
future infection occur.

Dr Nandini said her team 
aims to begin animal testing 
in about two to three months 
and hopes to have the vaccine, 
which will also work on flu vi-
ruses, ready for human studies 
within the next six months. THE 

STRAITS TIMES/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Esco Aster senior bioprocess scientist (vaccine development) Dr Nandini Prabhakar said the use of the backbone 
allows the company to accelerate the development of its vaccine, as the backbone has already been established 
to be safe. THE STRAITS TIMES

activists: Criminalising adultery more harm than good
a yOUNG couple from Cikupa, 
Banten, identified only as R and 
m experienced what could be 
considered the worst night of 
their lives in November 2017.

a mob accused m and her 
partner of engaging in premari-
tal sex, which is legal in muslim-
majority Indonesia but frowned 
upon in religious circles.

accusations led to an assault, 
with the mob demanding that R 
and m admit to having had sex 
despite a lack of evidence. The 
couple was stripped and parad-
ed around the neighbourhood.

a video of their assault went 
viral on social media, prompting 
the involvement of the police. 
The ensuing investigation con-
cluded that the couple had not 
committed any wrongdoings.

The police then arrested six 
people, including the heads of 
the surrounding community 
units and neighbourhood units 
and brought the case to trial.

While R and m may have 
escaped further public shaming, 
rights activists fear that the inci-
dent might become the norm as 
the House of Representatives 
moves to continue deliberations 
on the draconian Criminal Code 
(KUHP) revisions.

The decision to push ahead 
with the revision of contentious 
articles comes amid the struggle 

against Covid-19, which has 
infected upwards of 16,000 peo-
ple and killed more than 1,000.

The final draft of the KUHP 
revision still includes articles 
that critics fear would over 
criminalise common social 
practices, such as cohabita-
tion and consensual sex 
between unmarried people.

The bill could also lead to 
more acts of vigilantism such as 
in the Cikupa case and may tar-
get vulnerable groups, includ-
ing women and the destitute.

In a recent virtual discussion 
on criminalising adultery, 
women’s rights activist Naila 
Rizai Zakiah said lawmakers 
had been ignoring expert 
opinion relating to articles on 
adultery, especially concern-
ing the parties that have the 
right to make the report.

adultery in the proposed 
KUHP revision is stipulated 
in articles 417, 418 and 419, in 
which the parents, husband, 
wife or children of the offend-
ers could report a case to the 
police.

Naila insisted that only the 
husband or wife should be 
able to report such cases to the 
police – as stipulated in the 
current code – as they are the 
only parties whose rights are 
being violated.

“In stipulating terms for 
adultery, the Criminal Code 
values privacy in that only 
partners may report [the viola-
tion],” she said.

“Overcriminalisation not 
only harms the country but 
also its people … That mistake 
should not be repeated.”

To include zina (adultery) in 
the Criminal Code is in itself 
an impossible task, moderate 
Islamic scholar musdah mulia 
said, as people struggle to 
define what exactly the term 

constitutes.
Raising the issue in the 

planned revisions would only 
create more problems than 
solutions, she said, as crimi-
nalising adultery would lead 
to more injustices for women 
– not so much for men.

“The proof that is often used 
to show that someone has 
committed adultery is preg-
nancy. In this case, women are 
trapped while the men can just 
dodge the case,” she said.

musdah, a professor at the 

Syarif Hidayatullah State Islam-
ic University, urged the state to 
focus on developing public 
awareness on morality, includ-
ing though proper sex educa-
tion instead of criminalising 
adultery in the penal code.

Indonesia has in recent years 
been blamed for contributing 
to the erosion of civil liberties by 
allowing for the criminalisation 
of free speech through regula-
tions such as the Electronic 
Information and Transactions 
Law and the Narcotics Law.

activists argue that conserv-
ative legislators have for years 
attempted to test the limits of 
freedoms by revising the dra-
conian penal code, which has 
remained largely unchanged 
since it was inherited from the 
Dutch colonial era.

But now critics fear that 
politicians could hide behind 
the veil of physical distancing 
and other social restrictions 
brought on by Covid-19 to 
pass the Criminal Code bill 
without public scrutiny.

Deciding to continue the 
deliberation of the penal code 
bill itself was erroneous, Naila 
said, as one of the requirements 
that lawmakers must fulfil in 
enacting new legislation was 
public participation, which 
can’t be fulfilled because of the 
need to shelter in place.

Last month, House deputy 
speaker azis Syamsuddin 
announced that legislators 
would continue to deliberate 
the bill, prompting strong 
objections from activists.

Last year, thousands of stu-
dents took to the streets to 
protest the bill. They success-
fully persuaded the House to 
halt the deliberation process 
before its last term ended in 
October. THE JAKARTA POST/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

Last year, thousands of students took to the streets to protest the bill. THE JAKARTA POST
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m
ay 20 is no ordi-
nary date in 
Cambodia. It is a 
day of potential; 

an annual memorialisation 
of the national past, an 
opportunity to deepen the 
peace we share today and, 
ultimately, to imbed into the 
national consciousness the 
principal of reconciliation 
established 14 years ago by 
the Khmer Rouge Tribunal. It 
is a day central to Cambodia’s 
experience with war and 
peace. But it is essential to 
our future, too. Hand in hand 
with memorialisation is 
transmitting to next genera-
tions the fundamental values 
of rule of law and human 
rights. Only through this 
process, symbolised by may 
20, will the lessons of the 
Khmer Rouge atrocities grow 
roots and flourish.        

What we now call National 
Day of Remembrance on 
may 20 originated with the 
so-called National Day of 
Hatred started in 1984 by the 
post-Khmer Rouge govern-
ment, the People’s Republic 
of Kampuchea (PRK). The 
day was to remind people of 
the ousted regime’s infamous 
nationwide collectivisation 
begun on may 20, 1976. It 
was the central episode in 
upending a thousand year 
tradition of Cambodian life 
and community. 

Society was torn apart at the 
most basic levels; family 
bonds were broken in a brutal 
campaign to reorganise the 
population for labour, separat-
ing households to undertake 
massive cooperative schemes. 
may 20 was the revolutionary 
transformation of a vibrant 
society into the depths of mass 
starvation, illness and exhaus-
tion. It was the end of the indi-
vidual and replacement by a 
mass misery where the only 
goal was survival. 

The profound nature of this 
revolution extends from the 
stories of arbitrary executions 
to its ultimate toll of a 
wrecked society in which 
nearly two million perished in 
less than four years. That toll, 
though, has a rolling impact. 
millions of survivors emerged 
from 1979 alive but trauma-
tised by Cambodia’s darkest 
chapter and in need of recog-

nition. Reconciliation was 
needed for the nation to win 
its peace. But recognition – 
not just of the survivor experi-
ence, but appreciation of how 
the tragedy happened – was 
necessary rebuilding a nation 
that would never repeat its 
past.             

The PRK understood the 
need for recognition. But it 
picked may 20, and adopted 
the harsher term of Hatred, 
for a more specific purpose. 
Pol Pot, Ieng Sary and his 
genocidal clique were still 
alive. Khmer Rouge elements 
were cowering in border are-
as, but still active.  The PRK 
used the date to intensify 
propaganda against the 
ongoing rebellion, to encour-
age each locality to act 
against and condemn the 
former regime. 

according to the book, Rec-
onciliation Process in Cam-
bodia 1979-2007 Before the 
Khmer Rouge Tribunal, com-
memorations of may 20th 
“was intended to bridge 
divides between former 
adversaries, allow people to 
unleash their grief and anger 
in a peaceful way, and 
remind people of the DK 
regime’s atrocities, thus 
increasing their vigilance 
against any kind of Khmer 

Rouge psychological warfare, 
doctrine, or ideology during 
the civil war”. The date was 
also commonly marked by 
speeches reminding people 
of tragic years under the 
Khmer Rouge yoke and, in 
some communities, effigies 
of Khmer Rouge leaders were 
dragged, beaten and burnt in 
a public release of anger. 

may 20 was regularly 
observed throughout the 
1980s before it was renamed 
Day of Remembrance. The 
softening of the name was a 
compromise after haggling 
between the government and 

Prince Norodom Sihanouk of 
the tri-party of Coalition 
Government of Democratic 
Kampuchea (CGDK). It was 
perceived, more or less, as an 
effort to entice any remnant 
of the Khmer Rouge to par-
ticipate in peace talks to end 
the civil war. 

after a deal was inked on 
October 23, 1991, the Day of 
Remembrance transitioned 
from a direct incitement 

against the enemy to an 
annual memorialisation of 
grief and sufferings. Events 
shifted to symbolic sites like 
Cheung Ek as a public space 
for mourning those who died 
during the Khmer Rouge 
regime.           

With the establishment of 
the Khmer Rouge tribunal 
(Extraordinary Chambers in 
the Courts of Cambodia, or 
ECCC) to bring to justice 
“senior Khmer Rouge leaders 
and those most responsible” 
for the regime’s crimes, may 
20 was legally acknowledged 
as one element in the repara-

tion to survivors. That all-im-
portant official sanction, 
though, didn’t last. In its sub-
decree No 112 of august 2, 
last year, the government 
announced National 
Remembrance Day was no 
longer a public holiday. The 
implication, of course, was 
that, under the country’s 
changed circumstances, may 
20 had outlived its useful-
ness. The Khmer Rouge was 

beaten, its leaders dead or 
behind bars. So, why drag up 
old wounds every year?

yet, National Remembrance 
Day hasn’t been rendered 
irrelevant by the tribunal or 
its results. It has a greater sig-
nificance that merits an ongo-
ing tradition of annual com-
memoration. yes, the beast is 
gone – hopefully forever. But 
“forever” is never guaranteed. 
Remembrance – of victims 
and survivors, but also of the 
pathways which led to the 
evils of 1975-1979 – is crucial 
to the very genocide educa-
tion which will safeguard 
Cambodia as the period sinks 
further beyond today’s hori-
zon. It is for our children and 
grandchildren. 

Cambodians have hon-
oured their shared history for 
41 years. may 20, even as it 
evolved over time, was core 
to that sense of unity and 
cohesion. Time will inevita-
bly diminish its role as repa-
ration to remaining survi-
vors. But as a symbol for 
future generations to main-
tain appreciation of their 
past, may 20 must never go 
away.

The writer is the director of the 
Anlong Veng Peace Centre,
Documentation Centre of Cambodia. 
The views expressed are his own.

Opinion
Ly Sok Kheang

May 20, a day which must survive 

May 20 was the revolutionary transformation of a vibrant society into the depths of mass starvation, illness and exhaustion. HENG CHIVOAN

Millions of survivors are 
traumatised by cambodia’s 

darkest chapter and in need 
of recognition
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An employee of the archaeological site of the Acropolis wearing a mask stands in front of the Parthenon 
temple in Athens. AFP

People sit on a hill facing the ancient Temple of Parthenon atop the Acropolis hill. 
AFP

Minecraft, which turned 11 years old on Sunday, has been a winner during virus-induced lockdowns. AFP

acropolis in athens reopens after virus closure

Players dig into building game minecraft amid pandemic

G
REECE reopened the 
acropolis in athens and all 
open-air archaeological 
sites under tight sanitary 

conditions to the public on monday 
after a two-month closure due to 
the coronavirus pandemic.

a clutch of visitors – among them 
foreigners living in athens – and 
masked reporters gathered at the 
world-famous site, the most-visited 
monument in Greece, which had been 
closed since march 13, ten days before 
a general lockdown was imposed. 

“We have never seen so few peo-
ple at the acropolis,” a Russian visi-
tor accompanied by her husband 
told aFP.

“It’s like having a private visit,” 
said the woman, who has lived in 
athens for five years.

President Katerina Sakellaropou-
lou was among the first visitors to the 
ancient Greek complex that sits on a 
rocky outcrop overlooking the capital. 

minister of Culture and Sports Lina 
mendoni, journalists and employees 
– many wearing face masks – attend-
ed, as well as a few tourists, with mea-
sures to control the virus enforced.

Separation screens have been put 
up and the sites have been disinfect-
ed, said the culture ministry.

Visitors will be encouraged to wear 
masks – which will be compulsory 
for guides at the site – and guests 
will be asked to stay 1.5m apart.

‘Precious achievement’
Greece is dotted with dozens of 

temples, stadiums, theatres and cit-
adels from antiquity, including the 
Bronze age minoan palace of Knos-
sos on Crete, and Olympia, cradle of 
the Olympic Games.

The acropolis saw 2.9 million visi-
tors last year, a 14.2 per cent increase 
on 2018. 

But all museums will not be open 
until June 15 under the govern-

ment’s plan to gradually lift restric-
tion to halt the spread of Covid-19.

Paid beaches in athens reopened 
on Saturday.

Tourism is a major economic en-
gine for Greece and has been hit hard 
by confinement measures in place to 
stem the spread of the virus. 

Greece and another nine EU states 
including Germany on monday said 
they were in favour of “progressive” 
cross-border movement, “provided 
current positive trends continue 
leading to comparable epidemio-
logical situations in countries of ori-
gin and of destination”.

“We call on tourism businesses 
and related private actors to use the 
coming weeks to take appropriate 
precautionary measures to protect 
travellers once freedom of move-
ment and travelling is restored,” 
the foreign ministries of Bulgaria, 
Cyprus, Spain, Croatia, Germany, 
Greece, Italy, malta, Portugal and 

Slovenia said in a joint statement.
The foreign ministers who held a 

videoconference to discuss a coor-
dinated approach towards restoring 
freedom of movement, said there 
had to be “a common understand-
ing of health-related standards and 
procedures”.

The Greek government on mon-
day said it would announce its trav-
el and health protocols within days, 
but that the country was “starting 
from scratch” as far as season expec-
tations are concerned.

“anything we gain will be a suc-
cess,” said government spokesman 
Stelios Petsas.

Last week, Prime minister Kyri-
akos mitsotakis said: “We want a 
bigger market share from a much 
smaller pie . . . If things go according 
to plan, we will be open July 1, with a 
protocol that is going to make com-
mon sense.”

athens expects the economy to 

contract nearly five per cent this 
year, partly due to the loss of tour-
ism income from key markets such 
as Germany, Britain and the US.

With 165 deaths from the virus, 
Greece started easing the measures 
this month after a six-week lock-
down with an eye to salvaging the 
vital tourism season.

The country has suffered less from 
the pandemic than many other Eu-
ropean nations and restaurants are 
due to resume trading from may 25, a 
week earlier than originally planned.

“This is a precious achievement, 
it allows for the resumption of the 
tourist season which will be extend-
ed to make up for” lost time, said the 
Greek culture minister.

The government spokesman said 
that two weeks after the first restric-
tions were lifted on may 4, mobility 
was up 33 per cent this month com-
pared to last month without major 
changes on the virus front. AFP

SOmE 126 million people are 
playing Minecraft monthly and 
more than 200 million copies 
of the building and explora-
tion game have been sold as 
online play surges during the 
pandemic.

Minecraft turned 11 years 
old on Sunday, freshened with 
updates and having closed out 
2019 as the most viewed game 
on youTube.

“Though 2020 has been an in-
credibly challenging year, we’re 
proud that Minecraft contin-
ues to inspire and connect an 
ever-growing global community 
of passionate players and cre-
ators,” said Helen Chiang, head 
of microsoft-owned mojang 
Studios, which makes the game.

In a move aimed at reach-
ing a younger tech user base, 
microsoft about six years ago 
bought the Swedish group be-
hind hugely popular Minecraft 
for $2.5 billion, bolstering its 
gaming division.

The deal for mojang gave micro-
soft one of the best-known video 
games of all time – one which is 
played on game consoles as well 
as PCs and mobile devices.

as part of its recent anniver-
sary celebration, mojang up-
dated its logo and look in the 
spirit of unifying its studios 
in Redmond, Washington and 
Stockholm, said Chiang.

Video games and online 
viewing of matches at plat-
forms such as Twitch, youTube 
and Facebook have been seeing 
huge growth during the Covid-
19 pandemic, which has shut 
down real-world leisure activi-
ties and kept billions indoors.

Evidence of the gaming surge 
was seen in strong results from 
activision Blizzard Inc, which 
said an average of 102 million 
people played its games such 
as Call of Duty online in the first 
quarter of this year.

The company reported growth 
in titles such as Overwatch, 

World of Warcraft and the popu-
lar colour-matching smartphone 
game Candy Crush.

meanwhile, Electronic arts 
Inc saw players flock to online 
sports in hit franchises devot-
ed to football, baseball, and 
american football.

“They’re gaming so much they 
are wearing out their devices,” an-
alyst Ted Pollak of Jon Peddie Re-
search said after the game-makers 
reported earnings recently.

a report by Futuresource Con-
sulting Ltd called gaming “the 
shooting star of the entertain-
ment industry” and said it is ex-
pected to boost its share of the 
sector to 36 per cent by 2023, 
from 31 per cent last year.

“Following a record-breaking 
year in 2019, with gaming soft-
ware generating $143 billion 
of consumer spending, the in-
dustry is now poised for further 
growth, with captive audiences 
worldwide acting as a catalyst,” 
said the report. AFP



R
ESTAURANTS and 
cafes began reopen-
ing in parts of Eu-
rope and Central 

Asia on Monday after weeks 
of closures – but despite new 
safety measures, wary diners 
stayed away in many cities. 

“Today, with the opening 
of the bars, life in Tirana is 
taking a breath of fresh air 
after being locked up in our 
cages for several weeks,” said 
Sokol Hoti, a young man in 
his thirties sitting on the ter-
race of the Santa bar in the 
Albanian capital.

Under new regulations de-
signed to curb the spread of 
the new coronavirus, restau-
rants and bars in the country 

are supplying hand sanitiser, 
asking employees to wear 
gloves and masks, and lim-
iting customers to two per 
table that must be spaced 
3m apart.

Elsewhere in Europe, res-
taurants and cafes were also 
cautiously opening, but 
hoped-for crowds failed to 
materialise.

In Rome, at Piazza Navona 
in the city’s historical centre, 
all cafes remained closed ex-
cept for one with a cheery 
sign posted outside saying 
“Good Morning, Welcome for 
Breakfast” written in English.

Tables were lined up but 
diners were nowhere in sight. 

A few steps away, at the San 

Eustachio Il Caffe, a favourite 
among tourists, owner Rai-
mondo Ricci lamented the 
lack of clients. 

“There’s no one here. Closed 

or open it’s the same thing,” 
Ricci told AFP.

Strange ambiance
In Slovenia’s Ljubljana, 

where outdoor service has 
been open since early this 
month, all restaurants were 
now free to serve customers.

Vegan bistro Kucha co-own-
er Vladimir Mickovic said: 
“People are slowly coming 
back, but it’s hard to predict 
what’s going to happen when 
local businesses in the area 
reopen too.”

Nearby offices and compa-
nies have not yet reopened, 
with many people still work-
ing from home, but Kucha 
hopes business will pick up 
when they return.

“We might see the number 
of visitors jumping suddenly, 
at least we hope.”

The restaurateur, who has 
had to cut his staff from 30 to 
10, said their main problem 
was planning how much food 
and staff to keep on hand.

Meanwhile, at French bis-

tro L’Education Nationale in 
Denmark’s capital Copenha-
gen, Eric Poezevara filled his 
fridges and was eager to wel-
come back lunch clients.

“The ambiance is going to be 
a little strange. People go to res-
taurants to enjoy themselves, 
but now, people are going to 
be a little tense, looking around 
and thinking: ‘Do you have co-
rona, or don’t you?’,” he said.

The restaurant can welcome 
only half as many guests as 
usual, in order to respect so-
cial distancing rules. 

“We’ll see if it’s worth it,” 
said Poezevara.

‘People are scared’
Meanwhile, Cecilia, a 41-year-

old yoga teacher, enjoyed a cup 
of coffee on the terrace of a pop-
ular spot in the Copenhagen 
neighbourhood of Norrebro.

“I’ve been looking forward 
to just seeing people relax-
ing in the streets, not hustling 
around . . . that sense of people 
just hanging out,” she said.

Many Danish restaurants 

have said they will stay closed 
a while longer in order to 
adapt their reopening to the 
new regulations.

In Spain, excluding Madrid 
and Barcelona, and Portugal, 
cafes and terraces also opened 
up as the countries continued 
easing restrictions.

In Kazakhstan’s capital Nur-
Sultan, patrons were having 
their temperatures checked at 
restaurant entrances as wait-
ers donned masks and gloves 
to serve meals and drinks.

Restaurants opened across 
Kazakhstan with the exception 
of Almaty – the country’s larg-
est city, which has the highest 
number of coronavirus cases.

In Azerbaijan, restaurants 
and cafes also reopened but 
remained largely deserted, 
according to an AFP reporter.

Natik Aliyev, a cafe manager 
in central Baku, said that four 
hours after opening he had 
only had two customers.

“People are still scared and 
avoid public spaces,” Aliyev 
said. AFP

Raimondo Ricci reopened his San Eustachio Il Caffe on Monday, but it remained empty as patrons continue to avoid public places. AFP

All cafes along the Piazza Navona in central Rome remained closed except for one on Monday. AFP

FRENCH cinema owners are 
up in arms because a drive-in 
film festival is beating the 
country’s lockdown while they 
are forced to stay closed.

They are angry at a travelling 
drive-in film festival which 
began in the southwestern city 
of Bordeaux this weekend, and 
which is set to cross the country 
showing a mixture of arthouse 
films and crowd-pleasing 
French hits.

The National Federation of 
French Cinemas (FNCF) said 
the festival and a plethora of 
other outdoor projections were 
leeching audiences away when 
“local and national authorities 
should be concentrating on 
battling to reopen cinemas”. 

The drive-in festival gets 
around French coronavirus 
social distancing restrictions by 
having the audience stay in their 
cars to the watch the films.

Although the lockdown in 
France was relaxed somewhat last 
week, restrictions remain tight in 
a large swathe of the country 
including the capital Paris.

While most shops have reo-
pened, there is little prospect 
of cinemas opening their 
doors till at least July.

And even then it will be with 
social distancing measures 
that could mean that screen-
ings may have to be up to 
three-quarters empty.

Cannes drive-in
But the organisers of the 

Drive-in Festival said that they 
were not trying to take the 
bread from cinema owners’ 
mouths.

Mathieu Robinet, a former 
head of BAC Films, one of 
Europe’s leading independent 
film production companies, said 
that they “simply wanted to give 
people a chance to experience 
some culture during confine-
ment” and that the festival was 
not a money-making venture.

He said that the festival 
relied on 35 volunteers to help 
stage it and was always meant 
to be temporary.

He said it would stop show-
ing the Oscar-winning South 

Korean film, Parasite and 
French films Sink or Swim and 
Invisibles when cinemas were 
allowed to reopen.

But the FNCF has demanded 
that the authorities enforce 
lockdown restrictions to the 
letter on the festival, which is 
due to travel to the southern 
city of Marseille later this 
month, before moving to 
northern France.

“There is no reason why 
these initiatives should escape 
the rules and put spectators 
and staff in danger,” it added.

It also called for a ban on all 
outdoor film screenings until 
after the pandemic, saying it 
was “impossible to guarantee 
people would self-distance 
properly at these gatherings”.

Meanwhile, with the world’s 
biggest film festival in Cannes 
cancelled because of the 
virus, the Riviera resort is try-
ing to keep the festival spirit 
alive with drive-in screenings 
of its own in a car park look-
ing out on the Mediterranean 
later this week. AFP
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Restaurants 
reopen in parts 
of Europe, but 
diners scarce

Spectators attend a drive-in movie screening  in Bordeaux as part of the Drive-in Festival. AFP

French cinemas getting heated over drive-in festival
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 With it, in a sense
  6 Doo-wop singers ___ Na Na
  9 Exactly, to a timekeeper
 13 Act noncommittal
 14 Price revealer
 15 Philosophy
 16 Something passed without 

hesitation
 18 Thrilling
 19 Wedding cake levels
 20 “___ making a list ...”
 21 Addles
 24 Brownie ingredients, sometimes
 28 Applies, as influence
 29 “Dramatis” follower (cast)
 30 Put onboard
 31 Reverend’s residence
 32 Forensic material
 33 Children’s party game
 37 Zero, at the World Cup
 38 Compact cars?
 39 Hurt and disable
 41 Remote
 43 Cartography expert
 45 Mouseketeer toppers
 46 Stray from a topic

 47 Uncle Sam employee
 48 Some 1940s internees
 49 ___ lazuli (blue mineral)
 52 Game with many imitators
 56 Plain as day
 57 It separates the men from the 

boys
 58 Describing pitch
 59 Presidential run
 60 Replies of comprehension
 61 Twisting
DOWN
  1 Residue from Etna
  2 Start of a question
  3 Exhibit material
  4 Bursts open
  5 One full of oneself
  6 There are five on China’s flag
  7 Bowlers that don’t bowl
  8 In days past
  9 California raisin city
 10 Gamboling spot
 11 Toss into the mix
 12 Delivery from Santa
 15 Young Clinton
 17 Football supporters
 20 Tyrannical

 21 ___ canto (singing style)
 22 Analyze
 23 Lower half of the brainstem
 24 Elizabethan barmaid
 25 Lay bare, in a way
 26 Daisies’ kin
 27 It’s fishy
 29 ___-walsy (friendly)
 31 Manhandles
 34 Most repulsive
 35 “Rocky” opponent Apollo
 36 Put away
 37 Pencil stump
 40 Married woman
 42 Weak and feeble
 43 Soy-based Japanese soup
 44 Some of them are secret
 46 Small change?
 48 Close at hand
 49 Man with a salty spouse?
 50 Abbr. in many a snail mail 

address
 51 In accordance with
 52 ___ Paulo
 53 Santa ___ winds
 54 Shaggy animal in a herd
 55 Cagey

“KID STUFF” 

Tuesday’s solution

Tuesday’s solution

Lifestyle

a
S long, jostling 
queues formed out-
side liquor stores 
in India during the 

easing of a coronavirus lock-
down, Karthik Velayutham 
found a way to maintain so-
cial distancing – by building a 
robot to shop for him.

The humble machine – a 
cardboard box resting on a 
four-wheel wooden platform 
– took the computer engineer 
two days to make and cost 
3,000 rupees ($40).

But it is performing a cru-
cial job for its creator at a time 
when social interactions carry 
the risk of catching a virus 
that has infected more than 
4.8 million people and killed 
over 318,000 worldwide.

“I ran my robot to the wine 
shop as a trial to demonstrate 

how someone can use it in a 
crowded place and to create 
awareness about the impor-
tance of social distancing to 
prevent the spread of coronavi-
rus,” Velayutham, 31, told aFP.

“I have tested this device on 
the streets and it has no prob-
lems and goes smoothly, even 
over speed bumps because I 
have used a gear motor.”

Velayutham controls the 
machine from the comfort 
– and safety – of his home in 
Coimbatore, a major city in 
southern Tamil nadu state. 
Using the robot’s built-in 
smartphone, he can send it 
commands via the internet.

He tells the shopkeeper 
what he wants to buy via a 
video call. The machine can 
carry loads of up to 50km.

“The speciality of my robot 

is that it can be controlled 
from anywhere in the world,” 
Velayutham said.

“The payment can be done 
using any mobile wallet or 
electronic payment system 
remotely.”

around the world robots 
have been deployed during 
the pandemic to deliver food, 
conduct health checks and 
even disinfect places. 

Velayutham is confident his 
machine, with a bit of tinker-
ing, can join them on the front 
lines. 

“It can be used in hospitals 
to interact with patients re-
motely,” he said.

“It can be used in unlimited 
ways – for shopping, for police 
patrolling or even in situations 
like a fire where it’s dangerous 
for people to go.” AFP

a CanadIan woman has 
come up with an ingenious 
way to safely hug her mother, 
even during the coronavirus 
pandemic – the “hug glove”, a 
plastic tarp with four sleeves 
hanging from a clothesline.

In the southern ontario city 
of guelph, Carolyn Ellis and 
her husband andrew devel-
oped the so-called “hug glove” 
on the eve of mother’s day, 
which this year was celebrated 
on may 10 in north america.

It “occurred to me that she 
wasn’t getting the hugs, and 
we really needed to do some-
thing about that”, Carolyn 
told aFP. “I want to give it for 
mother’s day.”

They taped plastic sleeves to 
a large tarp, allowing two peo-
ple to hug each other without 
making direct contact.

“It was very much a time 
effort, trying to figure out 
the size and the height of the 
holes,” Ellis said. “We worked 
on it until late hours of Satur-
day night, and then we had 
everything set up for mother’s 
day on Sunday.”

“It was a great gift.”
a video they recorded of the 

moment they embraced was 
shared on social media and 
quickly went viral. But Ellis 
says she was surprised by how 
fast it took off.

“I just wanted to hug my 
mom,” she said. “We were 
quite shocked on how quickly 
it went viral, but thrilled that 
other people are benefiting 
from our hug. We loved it.”

and while a plastic-covered 

hug will never be as good as the 
real thing, it was still comfort-
ing – after weeks of lockdowns 
and other social distancing 
measures – to be able to hold 
her mother again, Ellis said.

“This allows it to kind of get 
back to normal. It really gives 
us a sense of hope that it’s not 
going to be forever,” Ellis said.

“That physical feeling feels 
like home, you know, a hug 
from your mom – it feels so 
good.” AFP

India engineer builds 
a robot for shopping

‘Hug glove’ gives Canada 
family a bit of normalcy

The humble carboard machine allows its builder in India to grocery shop while social distancing. STR/AFP

Carolyn Ellis hugs her mother Susan Watts using the ‘hug glove’. AFP



TWO-time world champion Fern-
ando Alonso said on Monday he is 
looking for a challenge “at the top 
level” and is not ruling out a return 
to Formula One, amid increasing 
speculation he could sign for 
Renault.

“I’m in great physical shape and my 
motivation is sky high, so I wanted to 
focus on a top-level category, be it the 
return to F1, the endurance champi-
onship, Indycar. . .” Alonso said in a 
video call with students at the Real 
Madrid Graduate School-Universi-
dad Europea.

Alonso, who won his two world 
titles with Renault in 2005 and 2006, 

quit Formula One at the end of the 
2018 season.

The Spaniard is a two-time winner 
of the Le Mans 24 Hour endurance 
event and finished 13th in his Dakar 
Rally debut in January. He also plans to 
race at this year’s Indianapolis 500.

Alonso said: “It was when I was 
searching for challenges and options 
for the coming years that I decided 
to opt for the Dakar adventure.

“It was like tossing a coin and see-
ing how I could enjoy what’s a real-
ly different car. It was a positive 
experience that I’m sure I’ll do again 
in the future.

“[But] I think that my next chal-

lenge will be a top-level one because 
I still think that I’m at 100 per cent to 
go out and do it,” he said.

Alonso, 38, has been strongly linked 
with a return to Renault after it was 
announced last week that Daniel Ric-
ciardo was leaving the team for 
McLaren next year.

Flavio Briatore, Alonso’s long-time 
adviser and former Renault team 
boss, said he believes the Spaniard is 
ready to make a comeback.

“Fernando is motivated. A year out of 
Formula One has done him good. He 
has detoxed himself and I see him calm-
er and ready to return,” Briatore told 
Italian daily Gazzetta dello Sport. AFP
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A French court has ruled that a 
British ski instructor has the right 
to give lessons in France, ending a 
long-running legal fight that went to 
the heart of Europe’s labour laws.

Simon Butler, 57, was fined a total 
of €42,000 ($46,000 at the current 
rate) in 2013 and 2014 for repeatedly 
taking out clients at his ski school in 
the posh Alps resort of Megeve de-
spite lacking French certification.

Local instructors who joined the 
case as plaintiffs accused him of unfair 
competition, implying that securing a 
license from the British Association of 
Snowsport Instructors was easier than 
meeting the French requirements.

Butler appealed the fines, which 
also came with a suspended prison 
sentence, arguing that under EU law 
his British ski training licence allowed 
him to operate across the bloc.

The dispute took on a political 
dimension when Butler appeared 
for a 2014 hearing accompanied by 
a spokesman for Britain’s anti-EU 

UKIP party, who denounced “a bla-
tant display of national discrimina-
tion by the French government”.

In 2016, Butler filed a counter-
claim against the Ministry of youth 
Affairs and Sports at the administra-
tive court in Lyon, southeast France. 
Although he won that case, a crimi-
nal appeals court in Chambery up-
held the original fines.

That set off further judicial skir-
mishes until May 13’s ruling by a Lyon 
appeals court that threw out the crim-
inal case, according to two decrees 
obtained by AFP on Monday.

Butler’s lawyer, Philippe Planes, 
added that Butler’s newfound free-
dom to teach at the school he runs 
would not be changed by Brexit.

“It won’t change anything for Brit-
ons already settled here, their rights 
are secured,” he said.

“For others in the future, that will 
depend on the negotiations under 
way” on Britain’s future relation 
with the EU, he said. AFP

British ski instructor wins 
years-long fight to teach 

Jordan regrets 
that ‘98 Bulls 
didn’t reunite 
for a final run
M

ICHAEL Jordan 
believes the Chi-
cago Bulls 1990s 
NBA dynasty 

would have stayed together 
for at least one more season 
if team chiefs had backed 
coach Phil Jackson. 

The retired legend made 
his comments in the last 
chapter of hit documentary 
The Last Dance, saying he 
would have re-signed a one-
year deal had management 
kept the team together, in-
cluding Dennis Rodman, 
Scottie Pippen and Jackson.

“If you asked all the guys who 
won in ‘98 . . . ‘We’ll give you a 
one-year contract to try for a 
seventh,’ you think they would 
have signed? yes, they would 
have signed,” Jordan said.

“Would I have signed for 
one year? yes, I would have 
signed for one year.

“Would Phil have done it? 
yes. Now, Pip, you would 
have had to do some con-
vincing. But if Phil was go-
ing to be there, if Dennis was 
going to be there, if MJ was 

going to be there, to win our 
seventh? Pip is not going to 
miss out on that.”

Instead, Jordan and Jack-
son stepped away from the 
game, only to return later, 
while Pippen and Steve Kerr 
were traded and Rodman 
was released.

The rebuilding Bulls 
missed the playoffs with los-
ing records for the next six 
seasons after taking the 1998 
title and since then have 
reached the Eastern Confer-
ence finals only once.

The 10-part saga concluded 
with Jordan saying he felt no 
sense of gratification to leave 
while on top.

‘It’s maddening’
“It’s maddening, because 

I felt like we could have won 
seven,” Jordan said. “I re-
ally believe that. We may not 
have, but man, just to not be 
able to try, that’s something 
that I just can’t accept for 
whatever reason.”

Former Bulls general man-
ager Jerry Krause had told 

Jackson before the 1997-1998 
season that it would be his 
last campaign as coach, a 
move that led to Jordan’s exit 
and the Bulls breakup.

Jordan said: “In ‘98, Krause 
already said at the beginning 
of the season: ‘Phil can go 
82-0, and he was never going 
to be the coach.’ So when Phil 
said it was the last dance, it 
was the last dance.

“We knew they weren’t go-
ing to keep the team. Now, 

they could’ve nixed all of it 
at the beginning of ‘98. Why 
say that statement at the be-
ginning of ‘98?”

Krause, who died in 2017 at 
age 77, was concerned about 
trying to keep the team a con-
tender and hoped for a quick 
rebuild, fearful of the quick 
plunge and rapid talent turn-
over that eventually came.

After offering no solace to 
Jackson during a difficult sea-
son, Bulls owner Jerry Rein-

sdorf said he called Jackson 
following the team’s cham-
pionship parade and offered 
him the chance to return for 
the 1998-1999 season.

“After the sixth champion-
ship, I offered him the oppor-
tunity to come back,” Reins-
dorf said. “’you’ve earned the 
opportunity to come back, 
regardless of what was said 
before now.’”

But Jackson said in the doc-
umentary that he rejected the 

offer after having spent the 
season as a lame duck.

“I said, ‘Well, I think I 
should just take a break. I 
don’t think it’s fair to Jerry 
[Krause] and I know it would 
be difficult for him to accept 
that,” Jackson said.

Reinsdorf, 84, called Jack-
son’s decision the finish of the 
dynasty run.

“That was the end. It just 
came to an end on its own,” 
Reinsdorf said. AFP

Michael Jordan (right) laments the fact that the 1998 Chicago Bulls team couldn’t bring everyone back for another title run in 1999. Head coach 
Phil Jackson turned down an offer to return after the season and Jordan, who said he wouldn’t play for another coach, retired. AFP

The dispute took a political tone when a spokesman for Britain’s anti-EU UKIP party 
denounced ‘a blatant display of national discrimination by the French government’. AFP

Toyota’s driver Fernando Alonso of Spain and co-driver Marc Coma of Spain compete in Stage 8 of the Dakar 2020 around Wadi 
Ad-Dawasir in Saudi Arabia. AFP

Two-time world champ Alonso 
open to Formula One return



CELTIC were crowned cham-
pions for a ninth consecutive 
season on Monday as the Scot-
tish top-flight was called to a 
premature end due to the 
coronavirus crisis.

The run matches the all-time 
record in Scottish football with 
both sides of the Glasgow 
divide having previously won 
nine in a row.

A look at how the current 
Celtic matches up to the club’s 
European Cup-winning vin-
tage of the 1960s and 1970s 
and the Rangers’ all-conquer-
ing side of the 1990s.

Celtic (1965-1974)
Celtic had gone 12 years 

without winning a league title 
prior to the arrival of legendary 
manager Jock Stein in 1965.

Stein’s time in charge is best 
remembered for leading the 
Hoops to becoming the first 
British side to win the Euro-
pean Cup in 1967, but the 
foundations for the ‘Lisbon 
Lions’ were built on getting 
back on top in Scotland.

“The manager’s arrival was a 
big thing. He turned us into a 
good team and it just went 
from there,” Bobby Lennox, 
one of just three players to win 
all nine championships 
between 1965 and 1974, told 
Celtic’s website.

Stein’s Celtic dominated 
domestically with an entirely 
home-grown team at time when 
a host of Scottish sides were chal-
lenging for European honours.

The 1966-1967 season was 
the standout, as on top of the 
European Cup, Celtic complet-
ed a clean sweep of the league, 
Scottish Cup, League Cup and 
Glasgow Cup on home soil.

Rangers (1988-1997) 
Rangers’ nine in a row was 

also preceded by a long spell 
of limited success with just 
one league title in 10 years 
before 1988.

That came in Graeme Sou-
ness’s first season as player-
coach in 1986-1987 and soon the 
money spent during his reign on 
a number of England interna-

tionals began bearing fruit.
Souness won two more titles 

before leaving to take charge 
of Liverpool in 1991.

Celtic (2011-2020)
Celtic have cashed in on 

Rangers’ financial plight as 
their latest run of nine con-
secutive titles began the same 
season their city rivals entered 
administration.

As Rangers waded through 
the lower leagues for four sea-
sons, Celtic cruised to another 
four titles despite a change of 
manager as Neil Lennon’s 
departure in 2014 saw inexperi-
enced Norwegian Ronny Deila 
take charge for two seasons.

Rangers’ return to the top-
flight has only seen Celtic tight-
en their domestic grip by win-
ning the last 11 major trophies 
on offer in Scottish football.

In Brendan Rodgers’s debut 
season in 2016-2017, the 
Hoops did not even lose a sin-
gle domestic match in winning 
the first of three trebles.

Rodgers’s move to Leicester 

in February last year could eas-
ily have derailed Celtic’s charge 
for an eighth straight title, but 
Lennon’s return ensured Rang-
ers were held off again.

The circumstances this sea-
son were even more unique to 
overshadow what should have 
been a historic achievement.

Celtic held a commanding 

13-point lead when the sea-
son was halted due to corona-
virus in March, and were 
awarded the title on a points-
per-game basis. AFP

Sport
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How badminton’s greatest rivalry was born
F

IFTEEN years ago in 
a packed Kuala Lum-
pur stadium, rising 
stars Lin Dan and 

Lee Chong Wei met in a final 
for the first time, setting the 
stage for what would become 
badminton’s greatest rivalry.

Malaysia’s Lee, then 22, fell to 
the floor, punched the air and 
blew kisses to the crowd after 
his see-sawing, 88-minute 17-
15, 9-15, 15-9 victory, when he 
fought back from behind in 
the first and last games.

“Everyone saw how [Lin] 
played,” said Lee, who was 
the defending champion, af-
ter his win at the Kuala Lum-
pur Badminton Stadium.

“He is excellent in attack 
and his overhead smashes 
and forehand crosscourt 
shots are dangerous. So it is 
very satisfying to beat him.”

It was a fittingly tense start 
for a match-up that would 
span two Olympic finals and 
two world championship de-
ciders, and drew a new gen-
eration of fans.

But the match would remain 
one of the high points for Lee, 
who lost his four world and 
Olympic finals against the 
Chinese great and retired last 
year without winning either 
of the sport’s top two titles.

“Their rivalry happened 
in a period when badmin-
ton needed inspiration,” KM 
Boopathy, a veteran Malaysian 
sports journalist who watched 
the 2005 game, told AFP.

“They managed to make the 
sport extremely popular.”

Bad boy vs nice guy
Lee, now 37, and Lin, 36, 

played 40 times in total, with 
the Chinese player convinc-
ingly winning their head-

to-head 28-12. Lee had lost 
his first and only encounter 
against Lin before beating him 
in the Kuala Lumpur final.

The 2008 and 2012 Olympic 
title matches were among the 
most memorable showdowns 
between the men, who both en-
joyed long spells as world No1.

Lin won in straight games in 
Beijing in 2008, but Lee came 
agonisingly close to gold at 
London 2012, leading 19-18 
in the deciding game before 
fatefully leaving a shot that 

dropped on the line. 
Bracketing the 2012 defeat, 

Lee lost world title matches to 
Lin in 2011 and then in 2013 
in southern China, when the 
air conditioning mysteriously 
failed mid-match and the Ma-
laysian was stretchered off with 
cramp as he faced match point.

Fiery Lin and soft-spoken 
Lee are very different char-
acters, although they were 
friends off the court and share 
a strong mutual respect.

Known as “Super Dan”, Lin 

had a reputation as badmin-
ton’s bad boy – he sported 
multiple tattoos, unusu-
ally for a Chinese player, and 
strutted around the court 
with supreme confidence. 

The two-time Olympic and 
five-time world champion, of-
ten regarded as the best bad-
minton player ever, often ran 
into controversy. In 2008, he 
threw a temper tantrum during 
a training session after which he 
had to deny striking his coach. 

In contrast, Lee was quiet 

and unassuming. But his 
humble demeanour belied 
a dazzling array of weapons 
on the court – he was blessed 
with lightning reflexes and 
once held the record for the 
world’s fastest smash. 

However, his 19-year ca-
reer also had its fair share of 
drama.

The then-world No1 was 
banned after testing positive 
for a proscribed anti-inflam-
matory at the 2014 world 
championships, and was 

sidelined for eight months 
until authorities eventually 
accepted his explanation he 
took it inadvertently.

‘We have to salute him’
Lee launched a comeback 

and defeated Lin in a thrill-
ing semi-final at the 2016 Rio 
Olympics – only to lose once 
again in the final, this time 
to another Chinese player, 
Chen Long.

The sinewy star longed for 
a final shot at Olympic gold 
at the Tokyo Games, now 
postponed due to the coro-
navirus, but his hopes were 
dashed after being diagnosed 
with nose cancer in 2018.

He recovered after treat-
ment but struggled to regain 
his form, and announced his 
retirement last year at a tear-
ful press conference.

With 705 wins and 69 titles, 
Lee is a national hero in Ma-
laysia, which has produced 
few world-class athletes.

The pair’s final match was 
the quarter-finals of the pres-
tigious All-England Open in 
March 2018, which the Chi-
nese won.

But Lin has not hit his for-
mer heights in recent years, 
and with retirement looming 
he looked certain to miss the 
Tokyo Olympics before they 
were postponed to next year.

When Lee announced his 
retirement, Lin posted on 
China’s Twitter-like Weibo: “I 
will be alone on the [badmin-
ton] court and no one will ac-
company me.”

And only last month, Lee 
described his nemesis, who is 
still playing, as a “legend”. 

“His titles speak for them-
selves. We have to salute him,” 
he said. AFP

Malaysia’s Lee Chong Wei (right) returns to China’s Lin Dan during a finals match in the UK. AFP

Celtic players celebrate their complete decade-long dominance over Scottish football. AFP

Celtic celebrate nine in a row despite early end to season
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