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Khouth Sophak Chakrya

TWO children were killed in an 
early morning blaze on Tuesday 
when petrol poured into a bottle 
from its 30l container spilt onto a 
burning candle in their home in 
O’Chum commune, O’Chum dis-
trict, Ratanakkiri province.

District police chief Ngen Sam told 
The Post the children – a five-year-old 
girl and three-year-old boy – were 
asleep when their mother, 27, spilt the 
petrol, causing a fire that engulfed the 
house and destroyed the property.

“The mother was in deep shock 
when the house caught fire and 
rushed out crying for help, leaving 
the sleeping children behind.

“Before her neighbours and fire-
fighters arrived, the children had 
already died in flames,” he said, add-
ing the mother fainted after learning 
of their deaths.

O’Chum district public order and 
fire head Rong Saith said the fire 
spread fast because the house dou-
bled as a gas and petrol shop.

“The fire was already in full force 
when we arrived. The blaze was too 
strong we could not enter to save the 
children. We could only prevent the 
fire from spreading to nearby hous-
es,” he said.

Sarith said three fire engines were 
used to put out the flame. All belong-
ings including two motorbikes were 
destroyed.

In March, the fire authorities urged 
the public to exercise caution and 
switch off the kitchen stove if it is 
unattended and turn off electronic 
equipment before leaving home as 
the dry season is very hot and ideal 
for fires to occur.

Phnom Penh had the highest 
number of fatalities in fires, followed 
by Pailin, Siem Reap, Prey Veng and 
Kampong Cham provinces.

The National Police’s Fire Preven-
tion Department director Neth Van-
tha told The Post in March that 41 
per cent of fires are caused by an 
electrical malfunction and 39 per 
cent by unattended candles. The 
cause of the remaining 20 per cent 
is unknown.

Long Kimmarita

T
HE Garment Manufacturers 
Association in Cambodia 
(GMAC) said 180 factories 
have suspended operations 

and another 60 will do so soon, with 
some 200,000 workers bearing the 
brunt. There is no indication of when 
work will resume.

Hence, it urged buyers to honour 
payment terms for goods that had 
been received or are still being shipped 
amid the Covid-19 pandemic.

Some buyers, it said, had made 
commitments on payments since 
its appeal early last month, but 
the situation has become worse, 
especially for Cambodia’s garment 
sector, as the pandemic paralyses 
global trade and economies.

“We understand the difficulty that 
buyers are facing, but we strongly 
appeal to all of you to honour your 
payments for goods already re-
ceived and or in transit to you.

“Cambodian manufacturers are 
already suffering from many can-

cellations and no new orders and 
cannot withstand any defaults in 
payment,” it said.

“Products are shipped in good 
faith and our manufacturers shall 
be paid what they are owed, any-
thing less would not be fair.

“Payment terms can be discussed 
but no payment is unacceptable, 
and we, therefore, appeal to your 
sense of decency to make good on 
your debt,” it said.

With the factory suspensions, lay-
offs, it said, will affect not only the 

workers but also their families who 
depend on them to sustain their 
livelihoods.

Ministry of Labour and Vocational 
Training spokesperson Heng Suor 
declined to comment, referring re-
porters to GMAC.

Cambodian Labour Confedera-
tion president Ath Thorn said the 
Kingdom’s garment sector could 
face a crisis if buyers default on 
payments. He said while no new 

Buyers urged to pay up 
as 200,000 face layoffs

Fire kills 
children, 
destroys 
property

INDIA has embarked on a “mas-
sive” operation calling up passen-
ger jets and naval ships to bring 
back some of the hundreds of 
thousands of nationals stuck 
abroad due to coronavirus restric-
tions, the government said.

India banned all incoming 
international flights in late 
March as it imposed one of the 
world’s strictest virus lockdowns, 
leaving vast numbers of workers 
and students stranded.

A defence spokesman said on 
Tuesday that two ships were 
steaming towards the Maldives 
and another to the UAE – home 
to a 3.3-million-strong Indian 
community, who make up 
around 30 perc ent of the Gulf 
state’s population.

A government statement said 
repatriation flights would start 
bringing nationals home from 
Thursday, and that Indian 
embassies and high commis-
sions were preparing lists of 
“distressed Indian citizens”.

ContInued – page 9

India set to  
repatriate 
stranded
nationals

sparkling ramadan
a palestinian youth swings a homemade sparkler firework as people celebrate on a night of the Muslim holy month of ramadan 
in rafah refugee camp, in the southern gaza strip. AFP
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ANA allows 
1,110 home 
repairs in 
Angkor

THE Aspara National Au-
thority (ANA) permitted 
1,110 property owners 

in the Angkor Archaeologi-
cal Park area to repair their 
homes during the first quarter 
of this year.

In total, the ANA received 
1,523 requests but had to 
reject a portion of the applica-
tions because citizens either 
didn’t meet all the required 
conditions or didn’t complete 
the proper forms.

It found 729 structures in the 
area built illegally and ordered 
them to be demolished, spokes-
man Long Kosal said, adding 
that the property owners were 
newcomers to the region.

In some cases, citizens built 
their houses differently than 
than stipulated on their ap-
plication forms. 

Of the 1,110 houses which 
were permitted to be repaired, 
there are 114 in Prasat Bakong, 
75 in Angkor Thom, 255 in  
Puok, and 497 in Banteay Srei 
districts, apart from 169 in Siem 
Reap town, an ANA report said.

ANA authorities regulate 
house and structured repairs 
in the area and spend time 
educating the Angkor com-
munity about how to apply for 
repairs through the proper 
channels. 

It said that requesting re-
pairs and services are free of 
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Customs department lifts 
ban on face mask exports

Battambang man 
arrested for drug, 
gun possession

Soth Koemsoeun

T
HE General Depart-
ment of Customs 
and Excise has lifted 
the ban and require-

ment for permission from the 
ministry of Health to export 
all types of masks.

It said the government had 
stocked enough masks to be 
used for the Covid-19 out-
break in Cambodia.

a letter from the department 
dated may 4 said the govern-
ment is capable of controlling 
the spread of Covid-19 in the 
Kingdom.

“The General Department 
of Customs and Excise decid-
ed to temporally lift the ban 
and requirement to obtain 
permission from the ministry 
of Health to export all types of 
masks,” the letter said, add-
ing that the measures would 
take effect immediately. 

Department director Kun 
Nhem told The Post on Tues-
day that some companies had 
produced masks for export to 
the US and the EU, and lifting 
of the ban would help them.

“In the past, we restricted 
the export of masks because 
we felt the masks produced in 
the Kingdom should be kept 
for use in Cambodia. But now 
we have enough masks, and 
we have the virus under con-
trol,” he said.

While he said he did not 
have an exact figure of masks 
avalable in the Kingdom, he 
suspects there are millions. 

He said since international 
garment orders have dried 
up, companies have started 
to produce masks to keep 
workers employed.

The demand for masks, he 

said, has increased in the US, 
australia and Germany, among 
other European countries.

In late march, the depart-
ment took measures to pre-
vent the spread of the virus 
and required companies to 
obtain permission from the 
health ministry before ex-
porting certain products such 

as alcohol sanitisers, sanitiser 
gels, and all types of masks.

Companies also needed 
permission to import these 
products.

ministry secretary of state 
york Sambath said in april that 
Cambodia had 11 million masks 
available, which was enough to 
meet the country’s demand.

Kim Sarom

BaTTamBaNG provincial police 
sent Song Kim, 30, to the provin-
cial court on Tuesday after he was 
found in possession of weapons, 
drugs and drug paraphernalia in 
O’Taki commune’s Popel village 
in Thma Koul district.

Provincial deputy police 
chief Koy Heang confirmed 
on Tuesday that Kim will be 
charged with possession of 
guns and drug trafficking.

“He will face these two 
crimes and may be questioned 
and charged with other crimes 
by the court,” Heang said.

Police searched Kim and 
found 16 small packages of 
what they believed to be meth-
amphetamine, four home-
made rifles, a sword, drug scale 

and drug paraphernalia. 
Kim had long been sus-

pected of drug trafficking, 
said Heang, and when au-
thorities discovered the hard 
evidence, they arrested him.

Heang said Kim confessed 
to using the four rifles to 
shoot chickens and mice, 
while he used the sword for 
personal protection.

The police chief said he 
doubted Kim’s character de-
spite his assertions that he 
never harmed anyone. 

“a criminal never speaks 
honestly. If he was a good per-
son, he would not have weap-
ons and drugs,” Heang said.

Police are searching for oth-
er suspects involved in any 
potential drug trafficking Kim 
was involved in.

The suspect standing behind his weapons and drugs. police

A merchant sells Covid-19 face masks at Oylmpic market. heng chivoan

Finger-licking good
A road-side vendor grills up racks of ready-to-eat chicken for hungry passers-by. heng chivoan



Ry Sochan

A 
WILDLIFE Justice 
Commission (WJC) 
report said wildlife 
traders have stock-

piled large quantities of ivory 
in Vietnam, Laos and Cambo-
dia because of difficulties in 
transporting it to China due 
to Covid-19 travel restrictions 
and border closings.

The report which was released 
April 29 said: “Effects have been 
seen in the Southeast Asian 
ivory retail markets that serve 
mainly Chinese clientele.

“While ivory markets have 
been on the rise in Cambodia 
and conversely declining in 
Laos, sellers in both countries 
are experiencing a dramatic 
fall in the number of Chinese 
customers due to travel re-
strictions.

“Intelligence indicates that 
batches of raw ivory are also 
being stashed in Cambodia. 
The apparent spread of ivory 
between Vietnam and Cam-
bodia could mean it is being 
transported to Cambodia for 
carving and processing, which 

is plausible considering the re-
cent rise in the number of ivory 
retail markets in Cambodia.” 

The report said recent WJC 
missions to Phnom Penh es-
tablished that Covid-19 is af-
fecting the capital’s ivory re-
tail markets.

Tour guides and shop owners 
told WJC operatives that there 
are very few Chinese tourists 
and customers in the capital. 
Many of them had gone back 
to China in late January for the 
lunar New Year and have been 
unable to return due to travel 
restrictions and quarantine 
measures.

“If a lack of customers and 
market closures continue for a 
prolonged period, retailers may 
increase the online sale of wild-
life products to continue doing 
business,” the report said.

Ministry of Environment 
spokesman Neth Pheaktra told 
The Post on Tuesday that if the 
WJC has specific information 
regarding the stockpiling of 
ivory or other animal speci-
mens it should cooperate with 
authorities to enforce the law.

Cambodia is committed to 

joining the fight against the 
illegal wildlife trade with the 
world, he said.

“Cambodian authorities have 
seized rhinoceros horns and 
carved products made from 
ivory that were illegally im-
ported into the Kingdom and 
exported to other countries.

“From 2016 to late 2018, 
thousands of ivory and rhino 
horns weighing more than 

five tonnes were seized by au-
thorities.  Also, pangolin scales 
and other wildlife bones were 
seized as well,” he said. 

Pheaktra said the ministry 
has notified 59 souvenir busi-
ness owners, of which 27 are 
in the capital, 30 in Siem Reap, 
and two in Sihanoukville, 
about the suspected selling of 
horns and ivory and trading 
in other forms of wildlife.

They were required to stop 
their illegal activities imme-
diately.

A raid in March by Wildlife 
Alliance’s Wildlife Rapid Res-
cue Team (WRRT) exposed the 
dark underbelly of Cambodia’s 
illegal wildlife trade, Wildlife 
Alliance Cambodia posted on 
Facebook on April 16. 

The organisation said after 
receiving a tipoff from the 

Wildlife Justice Commission, 
WRRT raided a carving fac-
tory in Phnom Penh suspect-
ed of holding illegal wildlife 
products.

The suspect was found with 
6.58kg of ivory, 5.5kg of tiger 
bones, 1 tiger tooth, 1.03kg of 
pangolin scales, and 103 dead 
seahorses, it added. A Chinese 
national was arrested and was 
put in pre-trial detention.

National
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Road fatalities declining
Khorn Savi

TRAFFIC fatalities have 
decreased since a new sub-
decree increasing traffic fines 
was implemented on May 1.

From May 1-4, 22 traffic 
accidents resulted in 11 deaths 
and 28 injuries, police said.

The most common violations 
were speeding, illegally over-
taking and reckless turning.

Since the new sub-decree 
was implemented and more 
than 3,000 police personnel 
assembled to enforce it, thou-
sands of motorists have been 
fined across the country.

National Road Safety Com-
mittee spokesman Chhuon 
Von told The Post on Tuesday 
that he considered the 
decrease in fatalities “as a 
proud moment”.

He said the National Road 
Safety Committee will have a 
weekly meeting to evaluate 
traffic accidents.

“More people have been 
renewing their licenses and 
making sure they are valid, so 
I believe they are more inter-
ested in obeying the law and 
that’s why we saw the recent 
decline in fatalities,” he said.

Institute for Road Safety direc-
tor Kong Ratanak said the con-
tinued decline would depend 
on deploying police forces to 
monitor street traffic. 

“We encourage law enforce-
ment to persuade citizens to 
change their behaviour on the 
streets,” he said.

Ratanak said the authorities 
should not issue too many 
fines to avoid complaints from 
citizens that the increased 

enforcement is an additional 
burden on them during the 
Covid-19 pandemic.

The government and public 
should work together and 
embrace the new law, he said.

National Police spokesman 
Chhay Kim Khoeun and 
National Road Safety Commit-
tee secretary-general Him Yan 
could not be reached for com-
ment on Tuesday.

The National Police and the 
Ministry of Posts and Telecom-
munications on Tuesday held 
a joint meeting to establish an 
information hotline for the 
public to call regarding the 
new traffic law.

The hotline working group 
will be responsible for respond-
ing to people’s questions on 
social media, radio, television 
and other media.

Accidents and road fatalities have been falling since a new May 1 traffic law went into effect. hean rangsey

Police capture 50kg of illegal wildlife products in Pursat province. grK news

Traders are 
stockpiling 
ivory, rhino 
horns in SEA
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Continued from page 1

orders have been placed due to 
the pandemic, factories still 
have to pay workers’ wages 
every month.

He said that could eventu-
ally lead to workers protest-
ing for a solution.

“If there are measures in 
place, it would help not only 
the factories but also the 
workers because they [work-
ers] can at least receive $70 
[allowance] per month now.

“We should also let the 

factories suspend instead of 
shutting down because by 
doing so the workers will still 
receive their wages amid the 
pandemic,” he said.

Thorn called on the gov-
ernment to provide incen-
tives to the factories in the 
meantime.

“The government should 
exempt the factories from 
some obligations because it 
can help workers. Of course, 
there might be no new or-
ders for their products amid 
the crisis, but unlike workers, 
employers make profits. If 

workers have no work and no 
salary, they will face hardship 
in life,” he said.

Thorn said he was unsure 
if the 180 factories that have 
suspended workers have fully 
complied with the labour 
ministry’s guidelines. The fac-
tories, he said, are required to 
pay suspended workers in 
two stages – 40 per cent in 
the first and 30 per cent in the 
second.

He said he had observed 
that the factories have com-
plied with the first stage.

“In the second stage, the 
factories are required to pay 
only $30 to the workers. We 
don’t know if the workers have 
received their allowance.

“as to how long the facto-
ries can afford to pay the al-
lowance, it depends on when 
the Covid-19 crisis is over. To 
be fair, if there are no new 
orders for their products, 
whom will they sell them 
to?” he asked.

Voun Dara

THE Preah Sihanouk pro-
vincial administration has 
notified merchants selling 
goods at the beach located 
in Village 1, Commune III, Si-
hanoukville, to remove their 
booths from the coast within 
15 days from may 5.

The notification letter was 
signed by governor Kuoch 
Chamroeun on monday.

It said the booths affect 
public security and mar the 
beauty of the beach, which is 
used by national and interna-
tional tourists.

The administration said if 
the merchants declined to take 
down their booths, the admin-
istration would forcibly remove 

them and bear no responsibil-
ity for any compensation.

administrative spokesman 
Kheang Phearum said the au-
thorities want to develop the 
area to increase tourism. 

“There are around 10 
booths on the beach. This 
beach shall remain a public 
one as stated in the provincial 
notification,” Phearum said.

Cambodian National Re-
search Organisation (CNRO) 
director Sok Sokhum said the 
development of infrastructure 
in Preah Sihanouk has been 
progressing according to plan.

“The implementation of 
this rule is similar to the pre-
vious one that was used at 
Ochheuteal Beach,” Sokhum 
said.

Garment workers 
in trouble if crisis 
lasts much longer

Preah Sihanouk orders 
removal of booths 
from tourist beach

Education programme gives 
dropouts a second chance 

Timber theft is down overall in 
Prey Lang but perpetrators persist

Ry Sochan

T
HE ministry of Educa-
tion, youth and Sport 
has trained officials on 
the implementation 

of the Basic Education Equiva-
lency Programme (BEEP) and 
use of UNESCO-sponsored e-
learning platforms.

On monday, the ministry 
said on its Facebook page 
that the workshop focused on 
producing educational con-
tent for out-of-school youths 
and dropouts.

The programme focuses on 
basic education and lower 
secondary education, and 
the ministry confirmed that 
it will enable students to find 
better jobs and access further 
education.

“This programme will help 
Cambodian youths complete 
their basic education through 
self-study,” the ministry said.

It said BEEP was created by 
UNESCO, the ministry of Ed-
ucation, youth and Sport and 
the ministry of Labour and 
Vocational Training to expand 
basic education services.

Education ministry spokes-
man Ros Soveacha told The 
Post on Tuesday that since its 
launch in February last year, 
BEEP has been implemented 
in 13 learning centres.

Five of them are in Siem 
Reap province, one each in 

Kandal and Battambang prov-
inces and six in Phnom Penh.

minister of Education Hang 
Choun Narong said the goal 
of the programme is to help 
students who cannot afford 
to continue their education 
or are unable to attend in-
person classes to continue 
their education online.

“We want to help out-of-

school youths to study as 
well. If you haven’t finished 
your studies, you will get paid 
less. If you want to get higher 
wages, you have to graduate,” 
Choun Narong said.

The two ministries and 
UNESCO will collaborate 
on the project for four years 
(2020-2023) in 15 provinces. 
Last year more than 2,000 

students enrolled.
according to the ministry of 

Education, the dropout rate 
for the 2018-2019 school year 
in primary schools was over 
four per cent. 

The dropout rate at lower sec-
ondary education schools was 
over 15 per cent and for higher 
secondary education, the rate 
was over 16 per cent.

Soth Koemsoeun

OFFICIaLS at the Kampong 
Thom provincial Department 
of Environment seized six 
homemade tractors and more 
than three cubic metres of logs 
during a routine operation at 
three different locations, but 
the perpetrators escaped.

The provincial environ-
ment department director 
Tob Kakada said on Tuesday 
that the rangers had patrolled 
the areas on monday.

Kampong Thom authorities, 
Kakada said, regularly patrol 
the areas in cooperation with 
other officials to catch timber 
thieves and prevent deforesta-
tion. and while such activities 
had quietened down, there are 
still a few who illegally trans-
port logs using tractors.

“We continue regular pa-
trolling, even if the crime rate 
is reduced. It is our job to take 
care of our forests.

“most of the perpetrators 
run away when they see the 
authorities and leave their 
tractors and timber behind. 
So we have to seize all the evi-
dence and keep it to solve the 
matter later,” he said.

Hoeung Sopheap, a repre-
sentative of Prey Lang Forest 
Community Network (PLCN) 
in Kampong Thom, said on 
Tuesday that lately, he and his 
community in the Prey Lang 
area had not been patrolling 
like before.

He said officials now re-
quired them to register with 
the Kompong Thom provin-
cial environment department 
or at the ministry of Environ-
ment first.

However, he said he had 
received information from 
the PLCN in four provinces 
– Kampong Thom, Kratie, 
Stung Treng and Preah Vihear 
– that the logging and trans-
port were still happening.

But, he said, timber trans-
portation using home-made 

tractors, ox-drawn carts and 
big trucks is rarely seen.

“Logging and timber trans-
portation is still going on and 
the fine for the crime at this 
stage seems to be ineffective.

“We call on the relevant 
ministries to stop using the 
inter-ministerial fine mecha-
nism and use a stricter law. 
Violators have been fined, 
but the logging continued, 
and the loggers are the same 
people,” he said.

The ministry reported on 

Tuesday that rangers from two 
stations in the wildlife sanctu-
ary on monday had cooper-
ated to hold two tractors with 
more than a cubic metre of 
wood and took the evidence 
to the Preah atit station.

The report said rangers at 
O’Phav were patrolling during 
the night in the Tuol Kraing 
village area and seized three 
mini tractors, carrying more 
than two cubic metres of tim-
ber. The evidence is being kept 
at the O’ Phav station.

To date, the Basic Education Equivalency Programme (BEEP) has been implemented in 13 learning centres 
across the country. It gives school dropouts a chance to learn new skills and find better jobs. heng chivoan

Kampong Thom provincial Department of Environment officials siezed six homemade tractos and more than 
three cubic metres of logs on Monday. environment ministry

Merchants have 15 days to remove their beach booths from Village 1, 
Commune III in Sihanoukville. supplied

To be fair, if there 
are no new orders for 

their products, whom will 
they sell them to?

www.phnompenhpost.com
ChECK ThE PoST wEBSITE 
for BrEaKIng nEwS
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Amret Plc. has suc-
cessfully completed 
a three-year $50 
million offshore 

syndicated term loan facility. 
the signing was held on 17 
April, 2020. 

cathay United Bank (cUB) 
acted as the sole mandated lead 
arranger and bookrunner, and 
facility agent. 

this transaction was an ac-
complishment amid the uncer-
tainty caused by the covid- 19 
and the russia-Saudi Arabia oil 
price war. 

Supported by a core pool of 
Asian liquidity, the financing was 
concluded within two months of  
the launch and achieved a tighter 
pricing for Amret as compared 
to its last offshore syndication in 
July 2018. 

the enthusiastic response 
from the Asian financial insti-
tutions, which resulted in an 
oversubscription, is a testimony 
to Amret’s robust credit quality. 

Given the execution ca-
pability, cUB is the partner 
of choice for Amret’s future 
financing requirements.

“the loan proceeds will be 
use to further Amret’s mission 
to serve the underbanked 
and unbanked segment of 
the cambodian population, 
improve the living standards 
of the people, and contribute 
to the economic and social 
development of the country. 
And Amret prides itself to de-
liver its financial services in 

the most socially responsible 
manner,” says Dos Dinn, ceO 
of Amret. 

About Amret
Amret serves more than 

500,000 clients ranging from 
low- income farmers to Smes 
with a full suite of loans, 
deposit and payments ser-
vices. Amret has 158 branches 
nationwide complemented 
with a variety of digital chan-
nels, enabling broad access.  
Amret employs more than 
4,500 personnel and has assets 
over $1 billion. Its deposits 
exceed $500 million. Amret 
is a subsidiary of the Advans 
Group, a leading international 
microfinance group providing 
financial services to low-in-
come segments and Smes in 10 
countries. FmO and IFc are two 
other shareholders with over 1 
billion in assets. 

https://amret.com.kh/en/

About Cathay United Bank 
cathay United Bank (https://

www.cathaybk.com.tw/ca-
thaybk/) is one of the leading 
banks in Asia. 

As of December 31, 2019, 
the company had total assets 
of over $99 billion and over 
nine million customers. cathay 
United Bank has overseas 
footprints in china, Viet-
nam, cambodia, Hong Kong, 
Singapore, malaysia, laos, the 
Philippines, thailand, myan-
mar and Indonesia.

Amret Plc completes $50M syndicated loan 

Ad
ve
rt
o
ri
AlAmret MFI head office

Khorn Savi

KamPONG Thom provin-
cial governor Sok Lou said 
he would investigate a land 
conflict in Boueng Leav 
commune, Santuk district, 
where villagers have accused 
an agriculture official of de-
stroying their cashew farms. 
The official claims it was the 
villagers who illegally occu-
pied the land.

The governor said on Tues-
day he could not yet judge 
which side is right or wrong. 

“I will go down to see the 
place, but I just want to say 
for now that the location was 
a protected area and no vil-
lagers lived there before.

“Recently, the ministry 
of agriculture regarded the 
location as a forest recovery 
area. But villagers claimed 
it is involved in a conflict 
which requires a solution. 
So, we cannot just believe 
one side,” Lou said.

Local media reported that 
about 100 families had pro-
tested at the location after a 
forestry administration offi-
cial in charge of the northern 
Tonle Sap area decided to cut 
the land for a forest recovery 
area in the commune.

The media reported that 
villagers had asked Prime 

minister Hun Sen to inter-
vene because they were 
threatened with beatings 
and imprisonment during 
an april 18 protest, during 
which two gunshots were 
fired.

Kampong Thom provincial 
forestry administration chief 
Teb Nhata said the 100 fami-
lies were not residing in the 
area but were from Kampong 
Cham and Tboung Khmum 
provinces. They just came to 
plant cashews in the forest re-
covery area, he said.

He said the provincial au-
thority and state land man-
agement committees will 
evaluate the land use.

Nhata said the villagers 
had entered the area to build 
plantations without the per-
mission of the village chief, 
the commune chief or the lo-
cal authority. He said he had 
previously filed a court order 
against three people but they 
did not present themselves.

according to his inspec-
tion, he said no villagers 
were living in the conflict 
area. There were only four 
buildings that were quietly 
built and without walls.

Officials destory 
cashew farms in 
Kampong Thom

Kep beach road will stretch 
from Thailand to Vietnam
Long Kimmarita

K
EP authorities said 
a plan to construct 
a 7km road along 
the provincial coast 

will be completed by the end 
of the year and help attract 
more tourists to the area.

Provincial governor Ken 
Satha said at a press confer-
ence at the Council of minis-
ters on Tuesday that the prov-
ince is constructing the road 
along the beach which links 
to other provinces and will 
eventually stretch from Thai-
land to Vietnam.

He said the beach road in 
the province will be complet-
ed this year using the govern-
ment budget. as of now, 40 
per cent had been completed 
and he expects the province 
would get financing from 
the asian Development Bank 
(aDB) to complete the rest.

“This road has started with 
the construction of a cement 
base. We will cooperate with 
aDB and the ministry of 
Public Works and Transport 
on the project and continue 
to the Prek Chak border 
crossing in Kampot prov-
ince,” Satha said.

He said the road construction 
was initiated by Prime minister 
Hun Sen. The road runs along 
the beach and is 18m wide. It 
will stretch from Prek Chak to 

the border of Vietnam.
“This is a strategy to attract 

tourists to the beach. The 
road is linked to other coastal 
provinces until it reaches the 
southern part of Thailand,” 
he said, adding that he ex-
pects tourists would also 

come to the province from 
Preah Sihanoukville via water 
transportation.

Kep Department of Public 
Works and Transport director 
mam Touch told The Post on 
Tuesday that the total length 
of the coastal road in Kep is 

14km. He said the 7km men-
tioned is for local commuters.

“It is the first road in the 
province to stretch from 
Rabbit Island to Kon Beach,” 
Touch said. However, he said 
he was unaware of the cost 
to build it.

Kep provincial Ken Satha said at a press conference on Tuesday that the province is constructing the road along the 
beach which links to other provinces and will eventually stretch from Thailand to Vietnam. hong menea
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Consumer Protection act set to go into effect

Fertiliser, pesticide imports up 9%

Thou Vireak 

THE government will set up a 
National Commission for Con-
sumer Protection to imple-
ment the Consumer Protec-
tion act, which is aimed at 
promoting integrity in compe-
tition and trade.

Phan Oun, director-general 
of the ministry of Commerce’s 
General Department of Con-
sumer Protection, Competition 
and Fraud Prevention, told The 
Post on Tuesday that the min-

istry plans to discuss the draft 
Sub-decree on the organisation 
and function of the National 
Commission for Consumer 
Protection this week.

“The department has already 
drafted the sub-decree and we 
will discuss it within the min-
istry on Friday. after that, we 
will submit it to the Council of 
ministers for review and 
approval,” he said. 

The Law on Consumer Pro-
tection was introduced on 
November 2, 2019 and contains 

11 chapters and 51 articles.
The purpose of the law, 

according to proponents, is to 
determine the measures and 
mechanisms that contribute 
to an improved trade environ-
ment and protects the rights 
and interests of consumers.

The law applies to all entities 
doing business, whether for 
profit or non-profit, including 
sales of goods, services or real 
estate, unless otherwise noted 
exempt by other regulations.

Keo mom, general director 

of Ly Ly Food Industry Co Ltd, 
one of the Kingdom’s largest 
food processing factories, told 
The Post that the law would 
help curb imports of counter-
feit food products and protect 
consumer health and safety.

She said the law would also 
encourage local companies to 
increase quality and hygiene 
standards.

“We can see that poor qual-
ity food products make their 
way into the Kingdom, and 
that has a significant impact 

on people’s health. So my 
company, which produces 
snacks, focuses on safety and 
quality first,” she said.

Imports of fake and 
unhealthy food products 
would hurt the local market, 
she said. “Our control over the 
situation is still limited, and it 
could affect people’s liveli-
hoods.

“The ministry must further 
restrict imports of poor qual-
ity snacks at the border,” she 
said.

Thou Vireak

CamBODIa imported more than 
1.2 million tonnes of agricultural 
fertilisers and chemical pesticides 
in 2019, up more than nine per cent 
from 1.1 million tonnes in 2018, said 
a report from the ministry of agri-
culture, Forestry and Fisheries.

Of that, more than 1.14 million 
tonnes were fertilisers and 81,097 
tonnes were chemical pesticides, 
it said.

The Kingdom imports more than 
90,000 tonnes per month of about 
2,600 types of fertilisers and pesti-
cides to serve the agricultural sector.

Chiv Por Hor, the chairman of 
Poipet-based Chiv Por Hor Import 

Export Co Ltd, said on Tuesday his 
company asked the ministry to 
import 6,000 tonnes per year, but 
imported just more than 3,000 
tonnes last year.

“my company sells a lot from 
may to august, which is farmers’ 
growing season,” he said.

The company imports hydrolysed 
protein-based organic nitrogen fer-
tilisers from Thailand and distributes 
them in the Kingdom under the CPH 
brand with a golden gaur logo.

meanwhile, an anonymous 
employee at a Japanese fertiliser 
company, said his company imports 
an average of 2,000 tonnes of fertilis-
ers a year to distribute to farmers in 
Cambodia.

However, he said, a number of 
counterfeit agricultural fertiliser 
products have made it into circu-
lation and have taken a heavy toll 
on the market.

“my company is struggling 
because there are too many coun-
terfeit products. as people tend to 
go for low-cost fertilisers, these 
fakes are selling well,” he said.

The ministry has granted pesti-
cide/fertiliser registration certificates 
to 235 companies and pesticide/fer-
tiliser import and export certificates 
to 226 companies nationwide.

There are 107 agricultural fertiliser 
importers and 61 pesticide import-
ers in the Kingdom, as well as 58 
companies that import both.

Prasac lists corporate bond on CSX
May Kunmakara

D
ESPITE the regional and 
global stock market slump 
caused by the Covid-19 
pandemic, the Kingdom’s 

leading microfinance institution 
Prasac microfinance Institution Ltd 
(Prasac) on Tuesday officially listed a 
corporate bond on the Cambodia Se-
curities Exchange (CSX).

Prasac issued 1,272,000 shares for the 
public offering with a total issue amount 
of 127.2 billion riel ($31.8 million). 

The coupon rate for the corporate 
bonds is 7.5 per cent per annum with 
a three-year maturity (semi-annual 
payment).

Speaking at the listing ceremony, 
Prasac president and CEO Sim Sen-
acheert said his institution received 
listing approval from the Securities 
and Exchange Commission of Cam-
bodia (SECC) on april 2.

The bond is fully guaranteed by the 
Credit Guarantee and Investment Fa-
cility, a trust fund from the Japanese-
led asian Development Bank.

Senacheert said: “The issuance of 
Prasac’s corporate bond on the Cam-
bodia Securities Exchange will allow 
us to get a long-term source of funds 
and new sources of funds.

“I do believe that the issuance of the 
corporate bond will also contribute to 
support the government’s policy in pro-
moting riel circulation and the develop-
ment of the stock market in Cambodia 
as well as expanding financial inclusion 
more broadly in Cambodia,” he said. 

CSX CEO Hong Sok Hour said Prasac 
became the sixth firm to list a corpo-
rate bond and the 11th to list overall. 
There are five stock and six bonds list-
ed on the bourse, which have raised 
$223 million in trading.

“The funds raised from the stock mar-
ket will become a new source of funds 
for Prasac. It is an effort of the institu-
tion in diversifying the sources of funds 
for business expansion. I do hope that 

Prasac will continue to raise more funds 
from the capital market,” he said.

SECC director-general Sou Socheat 
said the CSX will become a choice of 
funding for companies as it allows 
public investors to invest in them.

“Prasac collected about $32 million 
during this tough time – meaning that 
the investors trust the institution and 
the country’s economic development. 
The SECC recently issued a new regu-

lation on corporate bonds for quali-
fied investors,” he said.

as of the end of march, Senacheert 
said, Prasac had $3.28 billion in total 
assets and a loan portfolio of $2.72 
billion with 421,374 borrowers.

It had a non-performing loan ratio 
0.47 percentage points lower than 
market levels and a deposit balance of 
$1.81 billion with more than 616,372 
accounts, he said.

Prasac issued 1,272,000 shares for the public offering with a total issue amount of 127.2 billion riel ($31.8 million). secc

The Kingdom imports more than 90,000 tonnes of fertilisers 
and pesticides per month. facebook

VN firms 
need help 
to survive 
long term
VIETNam needs policies to 
promote the sustainable devel-
opment of businesses after the 
Covid-19 pandemic ends, said 
the Vietnam Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry (VCCI).

Its chairman Vu Tien Loc 
said sustainable development 
was vital for businesses in the 
long term, adding that this was 
also a “lifebuoy” to help busi-
nesses cope with and recover 
from any situation.

Nguyen Quang Vinh, deputy 
chairman of the Vietnam Busi-
ness Council for Sustainable 
Development (VBCSD) under the 
VCCI, said the pandemic had 
caused considerable declines in 
consumption and exports and 
caused a shortage of raw materi-
als, creating difficulties for firms.

It is time for firms to develop 
appropriate strategies to address 
pressing issues in the short term 
in tandem with their sustainable 
development in the medium 
and long terms, Vinh said.

a VBCSD survey found that 31 
per cent of member companies 
said they would focus more on 
the domestic market and reduce 
dependence on foreign markets, 
while 81 per cent said that they 
would strengthen sectoral ties 
to prevent value chain disrup-
tions if a similar crisis hit again.

The firms also said they would 
promote the development of 
e-commerce, online business 
and digital transformation to 
ease the reliance on traditional 
business models. However, the 
first thing to do was cut costs, 
enhance savings and prioritise 
investment for pressing needs.

Vinh urged firms to rebuild 
their development strategies 
and restructuring plans towards 
sustainable development.

“Goals for sustainable devel-
opment should be integrated 
in the corporate management 
strategy,” he said.

as the global supply chain 
changes, firms must improve 
their capacity, diversity and 
consolidate their resistance, 
Vinh said, adding that busi-
nesses also needed to develop 
risk management scenarios.

Regular updates about the gov-
ernment’s long-term economic 
development strategies and the 
global economic development 
trends were also important to 
building an appropriate devel-
opment strategies, he said.

The VBCSD also urged the 
government to develop a legal 
framework to aid the sustain-
able development of firms.

Vinh said Vietnam should 
build and implement the project 
about improving sustainable 
corporate management capac-
ity in 2021-2025 and the nation-
al programme about supporting 
businesses in implementing cir-
cular business models in 2021-
2030. VIeT NaM NeWs/aNN



US to borrow 
record $3T in 
Covid-19 battle

The US Treasury said on 
Monday it will to borrow a 
record $2.999 trillion in the 

April-June period largely to finance 
spending on relief programmes 
amid the coronavirus pandemic.

That amount for the second quar-
ter is five times the most spent in any 
three month period and far outstrips 
total debt issued in most years. In 
the 2019 fiscal year, the government 
issued just $1.28 trillion in debt, a 
Treasury official told reporters.

The increase is “primarily driven by 
the impact of the Covid-19 outbreak, 
including expenditures from new 
legislation to assist individuals and 
businesses” and deferred taxes, the 
Treasury said in a statement.

Congress rushed out nearly $3 tril-
lion in aid for individuals and business-
es as the pandemic forced much of 
the economy to shut down, including 
increased unemployment payments 
and loans to small businesses and 
major industries to try to keep them 
afloat and paying their workers.

In addition, the annual rite of pay-
ing income taxes by April 15 was 
pushed back three months.

The Treasury official said the bor-
rowing assumptions “include only 
legislation that has been passed to 
date” and could be adjusted or shifted 
into later months depending on how 
quickly the funds are pushed out.

For the July-September quarter, 
Treasury currently estimates the 
need to borrow $677 billion.

The US government should not 
have any problems finding buyers 
for the debt, which is seen as a solid 
investment. AFP
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Int’l arrivals take nosedive in march
Hin Pisei

I
NTERNaTIONaL arrivals to 
Cambodia took a 64.7 per cent 
nosedive in march to 223,400, 
from 633,164 in the same pe-

riod last year, data from the ministry 
of Tourism shows.

The Kingdom welcomed 1,155,226 
international tourists in the first 
quarter of this year, down 38.5 per 
cent compared to the 1,877,853 in 
the same period last year.

Of that, 663,641 arrived by air, 
a 48.9 per cent year-on-year drop 
from 1,299,122, while 491,585 ar-
rived by land and water, a 15.1 per 
cent year-on-year fall from 578,731.

The data shows that the Kingdom 
attracted 259,732 Chinese tourists 
(down 62 per cent), 179,450 Vietnam-
ese (down four per cent), 152,654 
Thai (up 55.9 per cent), 52,979 US 
(down 33 per cent), 51,651 South Ko-
rean (down 46 per cent) and 44,231 
UK (down 25.5 per cent).

ministry spokesman Top Sopheak 
told The Post on Tuesday that the 
primary reason the number of for-
eign tourists had cratered was the 
Covid-19 outbreak, which fuelled fear 
among the citizens and authorities of 
countries around the world and led to 
travel restrictions to curb its spread.

“We saw a significant drop [in in-
ternational arrivals] in march. This 
is a global crisis that is affecting ev-
ery country in the world. I wouldn’t 
dare predict what Cambodia’s tour-
ism landscape will look like in the 
second quarter. We must first wait 
and see how the Covid-19 crisis 
plays out,” said Sopheak.

During this time, he said, the min-
istry has striven to develop strategies 

and share new tourism destinations 
in the Kingdom with the world. 

Cambodia association of Travel 
agents president Chhay Sivlin said the 
outbreak has brought the Kingdom’s 
tourism sector to a standstill, most no-
tably since the beginning of march.

as reservations dry up and cancel-
lations continue to mount, she said 
tourism companies and stakehold-
ers are at risk of shutting down.

“With the tourism sector now 
dead, operators in the sector are be-

ing forced to take up new occupa-
tions,” said Sivlin.

The considerable drop in tourism 
professionals, she said, poses a threat 
to the sector’s post-Covid-19 recov-
ery. “The challenges brought on by a 
lack of industry experts in the sector 
may become more evident once the 
tourism sector improves,” she said.

Cambodia earned $4.91 million 
from international tourism last year, 
up 12.4 per cent from $4.37 million 
in 2018, ministry data shows.

Income from international tourism 
in 2018 grew by 20.3 per cent compared 
to 2017. Tourism revenue contributed 
about 12.1 per cent to the Kingdom’s 
gross domestic product that year.

Cambodia welcomed 6.61 million 
international visitors last year – up 
6.61 per cent from 2018’s 6.2 million.

Before the pandemic, the minis-
try estimated that Cambodia would 
receive 6.45 million international 
tourists and $5 billion in revenue 
this year.

The Kingdom welcomed 1,155,226 international tourists in the first quarter of this year, down 38.5 per cent compared to the 
1,877,853 in the same period last year. HONG MENEA
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S Korea bracing 
for prolonged 
economic fallout 
amid pandemic
S

OUTH Korea’s government on 
monday vowed to announce 
key economic measures in-
cluding extensive job creation 

actions within the upcoming weeks, 
upon judgment that the economic 
risks stemming from the novel coro-
navirus pandemic will persist.

“This month will be the time 
to outline [the directions] for the 
second-half of the year against the 
economic crisis,” Deputy Prime 
minister and minister of Economy 
and Finance Hong Nam-ki said at a 
meeting of officials.

The chief fiscal policymaker there-
by underlined that the half-year 
economic policy, the government’s 
third supplementary budget bill 
and the Korean version of the “New 
Deal” should be announced by early 
June as planned.

The Korean-style proposal – re-
calling a series of programmes, 
public work projects and financial 
reforms in the US for recovery from 
the Great Depression in the 1930s – 
will consist of large-scale digital in-
formation technology projects, on-
line educational services and online 
medical services, said the ministry.

Hong also called for special measures 
to accelerate the domestic market and 
consumption, while highlighting the 
need for ideas that could temporarily 
lift hurdles for corporate investment.

While asia’s fourth-largest economy 
has seen visible improvements in its 
epidemic graphs over recent weeks, 
taking a step closer to alleviating its 
quarantine rules, fiscal officials warned 

that the real impacts “have only just 
begun”, stressing the need for mid- 
and long-term protective actions.

“most experts are projecting the 
second quarter [to be a low point for 
the economy], so the signs of real 
shocks including contraction of the 
real economy or unemployment are 
[just starting to surface],” First Vice-
minister of Economy and Finance 
Kim yong-beom said at a macroeco-
nomic meeting with ministry offi-
cials held earlier that day.

“The government will make its 
best efforts to protect jobs since it is 
key to overcoming a national crisis, 
and create new jobs in line with our 
plans to launch the Korean version 
of a ‘New Deal Project’,” he said.

The latest oil price volatility, risks 
surrounding emerging markets and 
the possibility of reigniting the Sino-
US trade war due to global re-shor-
ing were cited as major factors that 
could bring about a “real shock” and 
prolonged economic instability.

Oil producers have been struggling 
to cope with the volatility after the 
historic oil price crash last month, 
when US West Texas Intermediate 
futures plunged below zero for the 
first time in history.

“Growth forecasts for oil-produc-
ing nations are being cut drastical-
ly,” said Kim.

“With the current account and fiscal 
balances of such nations to worsen 
alongside their economic uncertain-
ties, and possibility of them retriev-
ing the oil money, it could throw the 
global economy off balance.”

The Sino-US trade war could be 
reignited with both nations attack-
ing each other over handling of the 
coronavirus and immediate recov-
ery of the economy is unlikely at the 
moment, said Kim.

meanwhile, Korea’s consumer 
price index rose 0.1 per cent year-
on-year to 104.95 last month, data 
from Statistics Korea and the Bank 
of Korea (BoK) – the central bank 
– showed, marking the lowest year-
on-year growth in six months.

The BoK cited the impact of the oil 
price crash and slowdown of demand 
due to the Covid-19 pandemic.

To provide a cushion for the econ-
omy, South Korea on monday rolled 
out emergency disaster relief funds 
totalling 14.3 trillion won ($11.7 bil-
lion) to all households to cope with 
the economic impact of the corona-
virus outbreak.

The National assembly last week ap-
proved a supplementary budget of 12.2 
trillion won to fund the programme.

South Korea’s economy shrank 1.4 
per cent quarter-on-quarter in the 
January-march period, marking the 
sharpest quarterly contraction since 
the last quarter of 2008. KOREA HERALD/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Philippines: SEa’s ‘most transparent budget’
THE Philippines has stayed having 
the most fiscally transparent budget 
in Southeast asia and ranked 10th 
globally out of 117 countries in the 
2019 Open Budget Survey (OBS) 
transparency index, the Department 
of Budget and management (DBm) 
said in a statement.

It said the Philippines’ latest open 
budget index (OBI) score of 76 out of 
a perfect 100 jumped nine spots from 
67 in 2017.

as such, the Philippines already 
surpassed its 2019 OBI target score of 
67 as well as 71 for 2021 under the 
Philippine Development Plan 2017-
2022, the Duterte administration’s 
medium-term socioeconomic devel-
opment blueprint.

The DBm said: “a transparency 
score of 61 and above implies com-
prehensive, timely and online publi-
cation of all eight key budget docu-
ments, including the midyear review, 
a feat achieved twice by the country 
since the onset of the OBS.

“For the 2019 round, seven out of 
eight budget documents improved 
their scores, signifying a more com-
prehensive and high-quality budget 
information that help support public 
debate on the national budget,” it 
said.

The five highest ranked countries 
are New Zealand (87), South africa 
(87), Sweden (86), mexico (82) and 
Georgia (81). at the bottom of the list 
are yemen (0), Venezuela (0), Comoros 

(0), Qatar (1), Sudan (2), algeria (2) 
and Somalia (3).

The Philippines’ score exceeded 
Indonesia’s 70, Thailand’s 61, malay-
sia’s 47, Timor-Leste’s 40, Vietnam’s 38, 
Cambodia’s 32 and myanmar’s 28.

The 2019 score was a further 
improvement from 64 in 2015, 48 in 
2012, and 55 in 2010.

The high transparency score – the 
first time that the Philippines landed 
in the world’s top 10 – meant that the 
country “provides the public with 
substantial budget information,” the 
DBm explained.

The Philippines ranked 19th overall 
in 2017.

In terms of budget oversight, the Phil-
ippines scored 74 out of 100, as “the 
legislature and supreme audit institu-
tion in the Philippines provide adequate 
oversight of the budget”, the DBm said, 
referring to Congress and the Commis-
sion on audit, respectively.

However, the public participation 
score was only 31 out of 100 because 
the government “provides the public 
with few opportunities to engage in 
the budget process,” even as the Phil-
ippines already had the sixth-highest 

score globally as the world average 
was an even lower 14.

“This implies that the country 
should increase opportunities for 
meaningful and inclusive public 
engagement in the differ ent stages of 
the budget process,” said the DBm.

Secretary of Budget and manage-
ment Wendel E avisado said: “We are 
pleased with the results of the OBS 
and we are very thankful to everyone 
who exerted extra effort in the proc-
ess. may we continue finding value 
in transparency in our work.

“moving forward, the DBm plans 
to create an inter-agency task force 
on fiscal openness for effective and 
efficient inter-agency coordination 
on fiscal matters to further improve 
fiscal transparency and the country’s 
OBI score,” said avisado.

The DBm said the OBS was “a glo-
bal biennial survey conducted by the 
International Budget Partnership 
which assesses transparency based 
on the amount and timeliness of 
information governments make 
available to the public in eight key 
budget documents such as the pre-
budget statement, executive’s budget 
proposal, enacted budget and citi-
zen’s budget, among others.

“Each country receives a composite 
score [out of 100] that determines its 
OBI – the world’s only independent 
and comparative measure of budget 
transparency,” it said. PHILIPPINE DAILY 

INQUIRER/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

australia 
‘losing $2.6B 
a week’ in 
shutdown
aUSTRaLIa’S economy is losing a$4 
billion (US$2.6 billion) every week 
its virus shutdown continues, with 
gross domestic product (GDP) fore-
cast to plunge 10 per cent in the June 
quarter, according to f igures 
announced on Tuesday.

The country has enjoyed success 
in curbing the spread of Covid-19, 
with new daily cases slowing to sin-
gle digits or zero across most 
regions.

However, Treasurer Josh Fryden-
berg said measures to curb corona-
virus were dealing a heavy blow to 
the economy, with GDP forecast to 
fall 10 per cent in the June quarter.

“For every extra week that the cur-
rent restrictions remain in place, the 
Treasury estimates that close to a$4 
billion will be reduced in economic 
activity, from a combination of … 
reduced workforce participation, 
reduced productivity, and reduced 
consumption,” he said.

The estimate came as the austral-
ian Bureau of Statistics (aBS) report-
ed a 7.5 per cent drop in jobs – which 
it said was equivalent to about 
700,000 workers out of an active 
workforce of some 13 million – in the 
five weeks to april 18.

a third of workers in the worst-af-
fected hotel and hospitality indus-
tries lost their jobs, along with 27 per 
cent of people in the arts and recrea-
tion sectors.

The Treasury has previously esti-
mated the unemployment rate will 
double to 10 per cent by the middle 
of the year because of the coronavi-
rus shutdowns, leaving about 1.4 mil-
lion people out of work.

The aBS also reported that 31 per 
cent of households nationwide had 
seen their finances worsen.

Frydenberg said the f igures 
showed that australia “must get 
people back into jobs, and we must 
get people back at work” but the 
country had only met 11 of the 15 
health conditions for lifting restric-
tions – though work was ongoing to 
fast-track the remaining four.

among those conditions is a great-
er take-up of the government’s con-
tact tracing app, COVIDSafe, which 
to date has been downloaded by 
almost five million smartphone 
users.

australia has recorded 6,847 cases 
of Covid-19 and 96 deaths. Despite 
progress in some parts of the country, 
large clusters of cases have emerged 
at an abattoir in melbourne and a 
Sydney care home.

Some australian states and territo-
ries have begun gradually easing 
some restrictions, and Prime minis-
ter Scott morrison said he hoped to 
lay out a “roadmap” on Friday for a 
return to business.

“Let’s not forget when we ease these 
restrictions you will see numbers 
increase in some areas, you will see 
outbreaks occur in other places, that 
is to be expected,” he said on Tuesday 
after a meeting with regional leaders 
from around australia.

“What matters is how you deal with 
it, and how you respond to it.”

also on Tuesday, the Reserve Bank 
of australia (RBa) kept the official 
cash rate on hold at 0.50 per cent 
after slashing rates to the record low 
in march on virus fears.

RBa Governor Philip Lowe said: 
“The australian economy is going 
through a very difficult period and 
there is considerable uncertainty 
about the outlook.” AFP

Minister of Economy and Finance Hong Nam-ki on Monday said the half-year economic 
policy, the government’s third supplementary budget bill and the Korean version of the ‘New 
Deal’ should be announced by early June as planned. YONHAP NEWS AGENCY/THE KOREA HERALD

The Philippines’ latest open budget index (OBI) score of 76 out of a perfect 100 places it 
first in Southeast Asia. AFP
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world

THE Eijkman Institute for 
molecular Biology has finished 
the first complete genome 
sequence of coronavirus sam-
ples from Indonesia. The new 
information is expected to help 
scientists better understand the 
particular strain of the virus that 
has swept across the country.

Eijkman Institute director 
amin Soebandrio said the 
genetic sequence could help 
scientists understand the virus 
strain’s mutations, identify its 
origins and conduct fast and 
effective contact tracing to 
reduce its spread. He said the 
information could also help in 
the development of a vaccine.

“[The genetic sequence] can 
help a lot with contact tracing. 
Right now contact tracing is 
done by epidemiological 
guessing – who [an infected 
person] came into contact 
with,” amin told The Jakarta 
Post on monday.

“With the molecular data, 
we can know whether the 
virus that is found in Pekan-
baru, for example, is the same 
or similar to the one in Sura-
baya or makassar, and we can 
trace the movement of the 
virus,” he said.

He said the sequencing proc-
ess had begun two weeks ago 
even though the institute had 

been collecting coronavirus 
samples since march. “We were 
fully occupied with testing.”

On monday, the institute 
submitted the data to GISaID, 
an initiative that promotes 
the sharing of genetic data on 
inf luenza viruses and the 
coronavirus.

“Today is a very important 
occasion for Indonesia. The 
Eijkman Institute has submit-
ted its first three complete 
genome sequences of the 
hCoV-19 virus to GISaID – the 
first-ever from Indonesia. 
Thank you for all your support. 
Let’s keep up the good work!” 
the institute posted on its offi-
cial Instagram account.

The Jakarta administration 
is cooperating with the Eijk-
man Institute and the Indone-
sian Red Cross (PmI) to pro-
vide hospitals with supplies of 
convalescent plasma in the 
capital to help treat severe 
Covid-19 cases.

State-owned pharmaceuti-
cal holding company PT Bio 
Farma is hoping to start a pre-
clinical trial for a Covid-19 
vaccine by next year. It is 
working in a consortium led 
by Eijkman Institute to find a 
vaccine for the highly conta-
gious coronavirus. THE JAKARTA 

POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Covid-19 death toll surpasses 250,000
T

HE global death toll 
from the coronavirus 
pandemic topped a 
quarter of a million 

on Tuesday, with the US gov-
ernment predicting a further 
surge in fatalities as an inter-
national vaccine drive gar-
nered $8 billion in pledges.

The dire forecast from the 
US came as much of the West-
ern world emerged from weeks 
of lockdown, with hopes that 
the disease may have peaked 
in Europe, where deaths in 
the worst affected countries 
have dropped after nearly two 
months of confinement.

a tally of official figures 
showed Europe is the hardest-
hit continent with around 
145,000 fatalities. The US has re-
corded close to 68,700. Together 
they account for more than 85 
per cent of global deaths. 

Since the disease first sur-
faced in China late last year the 
number of confirmed cases has 
reached almost 3.6 million.

The grim figures were com-
pounded on monday by an in-
ternal government estimate in 
Washington that forecast the 
daily Covid-19 infection rate 
in the US could surge more 
than eight-fold to 200,000 per 
day by June 1, and the death 
toll could rise to 3,000.

US President Donald Trump 
has acknowledged that deaths 
will go beyond his earlier pre-
diction of 60,000, saying: “We’re 
going to lose anywhere from 

75, 80 to 100,000 people.”
His prediction underscored 

the tough, politically-tinged de-
bate over reopening, which pits 
concerns about a rising death 
toll against the need to restore 
national economies shattered 
by prolonged shutdowns.

On monday US manufac-
turing giant General Electric 
Co announced it will cut an 
additional 10,000 jobs from 
its aviation sector as the coro-
navirus pandemic decimates 
the industry.

The economic fallout in the 

US prompted the US Treasury 
to announce it will borrow a 
record $3 trillion in the april-
June period largely to finance 
spending on virus relief pro-
grammes.

In Europe, citizens basked 
in a return to the outdoors, 
mixed with a dose of trepida-
tion about life ahead and the 
economic damage wreaked 
by lockdowns.

Workers banged away at 
construction sites in Rome, 
police handed out masks in 
madrid and older children 

returned to school in Vi-
enna as Europeans gingerly 
stepped out of their homes.

Spain and Portugal made 
face masks mandatory on pub-
lic transport as they further 
eased their lockdowns, while 
Slovenia, Poland and Hungary 
allowed public spaces and 
businesses to partially reopen.

But much of the world re-
mains cautious about lifting 
restrictions, with many coun-
tries still in the grip of an accel-
eration in infections, including 
Russia, which is adding more 

than 10,000 cases a day.
Countries from India to Ni-

geria are seeking to ease curbs 
so that businesses can remain 
afloat and workers earn a 
wage after the pandemic-in-
duced economic crash.

africa’s biggest city, Lagos got 
back to work at the end of a five-
week coronavirus lockdown, 
while in India police waded in 
to separate people jostling to 
buy alcohol for the first time 
in 40 days as the government 
eased further the world’s big-
gest coronavirus lockdown.

a special telethon backed by 
the World Health Organisation 
(WHO) but snubbed by Wash-
ington pulled in $8.1 billion to 
support international efforts 
to develop and manufacture 
a vaccine to slow the spread of 
the coronavirus.

Leaders of major European 
powers, Japan and Canada 
made the biggest pledges, along 
with philanthropists including 
Bill and melinda Gates.

“This was a powerful and in-
spiring demonstration of global 
solidarity,” said WHO chief 
Tedros adhanom Ghebreyesus.

Seeming to defend its non-
participation, the US State 
Department issued a state-
ment declaring that the US is 
“leading” the global response 
to the Covid-19 pandemic, 
and said it has spent more 
than $1 billion together with 
US drug companies to work 
on a vaccine. AFP

Venezuela arrests US pair
TWO US citizens were detained 
in Venezuela on monday on 
suspicion of plotting to topple 
President Nicolas maduro’s 
government, which has 
accused US-backed opposi-
tion leader Juan Guaido of 
bankrolling the scheme.

The arrests came a day after 
the government said it foiled 
an “invasion” from the sea, 
killing eight assailants and 
capturing two others.

maduro appeared on state 
television to show the pass-
ports of Luke Denman, 34, and 
airan Berry, 41, and told the 
Venezuelan military high com-
mand that the pair are mem-
bers of the US security forces.

attorney General Tarek Wil-
liam Saab earlier told reporters 
that “mercenaries” had signed 
a $212 million contract with 
Guaido using funds “stolen” 
from state oil company Petro-
leos de Venezuela Sa (PDVSa).

The US – one of more than 
50 countries backing Guaido 
as Venezuela’s acting president 
as he challenges maduro for 
power – has slapped sanctions 
on PDVSa and allowed Guaido 
to use funds from frozen 
accounts belonging to the 
firm’s Houston-based subsidi-
ary Citgo Petroleum Corp.

Saab said Guaido had signed 
a contract with former US spe-
cial forces soldier Jordan 

Goudreau, linked in several 
press reports last week to an 
allegedly bungled attempt to 
topple maduro.

T h e  C a n a d i a n - b o r n 
Goudreau, an Iraq and afghan-
istan veteran, is accused of 
training a mercenary force to 
invade Venezuela that disband-
ed after Colombian authorities 
seized a weapons shipment 
meant for the group.

Saab also shared on social 
media a video of Goudreau, 
who now runs a private Flori-
da-based security firm called 
Silvercorp USa Inc, in which 
the former soldier claims an 
operation against maduro’s 
regime is ongoing.

Guaido’s press team released 
a statement on monday deny-

ing the accusations and insist-
ing it had no agreements with 
private security firms.

On Sunday, Venezuela 
claimed a group traveling on 
speedboats and embarking 
from Colombia tried to land 
before dawn in the northern 
coastal state of La Guaira but 
were intercepted by the mili-
tary and special police units.

Diosdado Cabello, deputy 
leader of the ruling Socialist 
Party, claimed the operation 
was “orchestrated” by the US 
and its Drug Enforcement 
agency (DEa), with Colombi-
an support.

Colombia denied any involve-
ment, while maduro claimed on 
monday that the mission aimed 
to assassinate him. AFP

Indonesian institute 
sequences virus strain

Indians 
struggling 
to make 
way home

A special telethon backed by the World Health Organisation (WHO) pulled in $8.1 billion to support 
international efforts to develop and manufacture a vaccine to slow the spread of the coronavirus. AFP

Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro told the military high command 
that the pair are members of the US security forces. AFP
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Evacuees will have to pay for 
their passage the statement 
said, without elaborating, and 
spend 14 days in quarantine 
on arrival.

“Covid test would be done 
after 14 days and further action 
would be taken according to 
health protocols,” it added.

The consulate in Dubai said 
that it alone had received 
almost 200,000 applications, 
appealing on Twitter for 
“patience and cooperation” as 
India undertakes the “massive 
task” of repatriation.

The oil-rich Gulf is reliant on 
the cheap labour of millions of 
foreigners – mostly from India, 
Pakistan, Nepal and Sri Lanka 
– many of whom live in squalid 
camps far from the region’s 
showy skyscrapers and malls.

But coronavirus and the dev-
astating economic impact of 
the pandemic has left many 
workers sick and others unem-
ployed, unpaid and at the mer-
cy of sometimes unscrupulous 
employers.

‘Please help me’
more than 60 flights are also 

being arranged to bring home 
those stranded in the Gulf, the 
US, Britain, Bangladesh, Sin-
gapore, malaysia and the Phil-
ippines, Punjab state’s special 
chief secretary KBS Sidhu 
tweeted on Tuesday.

The flights will bring an aver-
age of 2,000 people back to 
various Indian states and ter-
ritories every day for a week, a 
foreign ministry document 
shared by Sidhu stated.

So far some 20,000 Indians 
in the US have signed up for 
the evacuations, The Times of 
India reported.

But some Indians said they 
would not be able to pay for 
their evacuations and pleaded 
with the government for help.

“I request govt to take all of us 
at no charge during this crisis 
situation as we are all struggling 
here due to prolonged lock-
down,” tourist Sadhana Srivas-
tava tweeted from Dubai.

“I’m homeless now after I lost 
my job in march, please take 
me to India or else I will be in a 
big trouble here in Dubai, 
please help me sir,” Saroj K 
Swain wrote on Twitter.

The UaE has been the most 
vocal among Gulf countries in 
demanding governments take 
workers back, with almost 23,000 
having left as of april 20.

But New Delhi had until now 
refused to cooperate, balking at 
the logistical and safety night-
mare of repatriating and quar-
antining returning citizens.

India had earlier evacuated 
some 2,500 Indians from Chi-
na, Japan, Iran and Italy before 
banning international and 
domestic travel. AFP
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Health insurance ‘voluntary’ for overseas Filipino workers
OVERSEaS Filipino workers (OFWs) 
got a reprieve from paying higher pre-
miums for a state-mandated health 
insurance plan after President Rod-
rigo Duterte ordered Philippine Health 
Insurance Corp (PhilHealth) not to 
compel them to make the contribu-
tions before they leave the country.

The increase in membership rates 
over the next five years covers not just 
migrant workers but all direct mem-
bers of PhilHealth – a government 
corporation attached to the Depart-
ment of Health – and is stipulated in 
the universal health care (UHC) pro-
gramme, said the agency.

malacanang on monday said Duterte 
did not want to further burden the OFWs 
amid the novel coronavirus pandemic 
that threatens their jobs abroad.

“The president has issued a direc-
tive to PhilHealth to make the pay-
ment of premiums for OFWs volun-
tarily,” said his spokesperson, Harry 
Roque, who noted that many of the 
workers had been repatriated and 
lost their jobs. 

Duterte made his decision on mon-
day amid the backlash over a Phil-
Health circular that required OFWs 
to pay premiums at higher rates.

The outrage over the circular spawned 
online petitions that collected some 
300,000 signatures for its repeal.

PhilHealth president and CEO Ricar-
do morales maintained that Republic 
act No 11223, or the UHC act, allowed 
the 0.25 per cent increase in member-

ship contributions this year to help roll 
out the landmark health measure.

“PhilHealth is just implementing 
what is stated under the law. The rate 
increase is not just for OFWs but for 
all direct members, those who are 
self-employed and paying their pre-
miums,” morales said in a virtual 
briefing on monday.

Under the UHC act, PhilHealth 
premiums of direct contributors will 
increase by 0.5 per cent annually 
until it reaches five per cent by 2024. 
This year, the rate rose to three per 
cent from 2.75 per cent last year. 

This means that from this year to 
2024, a person earning at least 10,000 
pesos ($200) per month would see his 
annual premium go up from 3,600 to 
6,000 pesos.

Each year, PhilHealth will also 
increase the monthly income cap, 
which this year is 60,000 pesos. By 
2024, the income ceiling will be 
100,000 pesos. anyone earning that 
much would need to shell out an 
annual premium of 60,000 pesos.

The law defines direct contributors as 
those who “can pay, are gainfully 
employed and are bound by an employ-
er-employee relationship, or are self-
earning, professional practitioners, 
migrant workers and their qualified 
dependents, and lifetime members”.

OFWs used to pay a fixed annual 
rate of 2,400 pesos.

In an advisory, the Philippine Over-
seas Employment administration 

(POEa) said that since the passage of 
the UHC, its governing board “has 
not passed a resolution that author-
ises the POEa to require OFWs to pay 
PhilHealth premiums in their appli-
cation for the issuance of OECs”.

Last year, morales appealed to those 
who could pay the premiums to con-
tinue remitting to PhilHealth since it 
was following UHC’s 65-35 “Robinhood 
configuration”, in which the direct con-
tributor helps pay for the poor.

He said the additional funds to be 
collected would help ensure “better 
coverage and services” for all.

Based on PhilHealth data, morales 
said the OFWs and their dependents 
in the country did not get the short end 
of the stick. Last year, the agency col-
lected a little more than one billion 
pesos in premiums from OFWs who, 
in return, along with their dependents, 
received 1.7 billion pesos in health-
care benefits from PhilHealth.

In a press briefing, Roque said the 
Department of Health had also sus-
pended an item in the UHC law’s imple-
menting rules and regulations “that 
imposes higher contribution rates, 
while we have this Covid-19 crisis”.

The POEa and the Overseas Work-
ers Welfare administration will no 
longer require the payment of Phil-
Health premiums for the issuance of 
documents like the overseas employ-
ment certificate, he said.

On monday, the Blas F Ople Policy 
Centre, an OFW rights advocacy 
group, urged lawmakers to pass a 
measure that would re-impose the 
previous annual fixed rate of 2,400 
pesos for OFWs.

Senator Sonny angara called on the 
government to look for other ways 
like health bonds to fund PhilHealth 
amid the Covid-19 crisis.

He said the timing of the premium 
increase was unfortunate since there 
was an economic crisis worldwide.

albay Representative Joey Salceda 
called for the lowering of the OFWs’ 
mandatory contribution to Phil-
Health and the waiving of interests 
and surcharges on late payment.

He said OFWs were uniquely bur-
dened by Covid-19 as up to 420,000 
of them could lose their jobs due to 
a slowdown in global trade following 
restrictions due to the pandemic.

Balanga Bishop Ruperto Santos 
also opposed the increase in the 
OFWs’ PhilHealth contributions.

PhilHealth spokesperson Shirley 
Domingo said the agency would 
explore the recommendations made 
by several OFWs during her talk with 
them on Sunday. PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIR-

ER/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Indonesia: ‘maintain 
protection of workers’ 
rights upon arrival’
LaBOUR rights advocacy NGO 
migrant Care called on the 
Indonesian government on 
monday to avoid a heavy-
handed approach to health 
security toward repatriating 
Indonesian migrant workers 
(TKI), and instead to maintain 
protection of the workers’ 
rights upon their arrival.

The move comes shortly 
after President Joko ‘Jokowi’ 
Widodo urged authorities to 
tighten monitoring over sev-
eral Covid-19 clusters in the 
country, including migrant 
workers who were returning 
to the archipelago ahead of 
Idul Fitri.

Idul Fitri is a religious holi-
day celebrated by muslims 
around the world, which 
marks the end of the month-
long dawn-to-sunset fasting 
ritual Ramadan.

migrant Care executive 
director Wahyu Susilo said he 
appreciated the president’s 
concern for migrant workers 
amid the nation’s concerted 
efforts to mitigate the epidem-
ic and its impacts.

“However, migrant Care urg-
es the government to protect 
the rights of TKI and their fam-
ilies as regulated in Law No 
18/2017 [on migrant workers] 
and the International Conven-
tion on the Protection of the 
Rights of all migrant Workers 
and members of their Families 
that Indonesia has ratified with 
Law No 6/2012,” Wahyu said in 
a statement on monday, refer-
ring to the UN treaty.

He said the authorities must 
not be heavy-handed in their 
approach in monitoring the 
returning workers and should 

avoid excessive law enforce-
ment measures.

“[Jokowi’s] statement regard-
ing the possible exodus of 
migrant workers must not be 
used as an excuse to stigmatise 
them [as] carriers of the dis-
ease,” he added.

migrant Care has encouraged 
the government to treat the 
returning migrant workers 
humanely, in keeping with 
human rights principles. If the 
government declares the return-
ing workers as persons under 
monitoring, it must provide the 
workers with quarantine facili-
ties and social assistance.

“moreover, the government 
has to provide any returning 
migrant workers who are 
patients under surveillance 
with isolation facilities. any 
[related] expenses must be 
covered by the government,” 
said Wahyu.

Jokowi on monday released 
an estimate that 89,000 
migrant workers had returned 
to Indonesia, with a possibil-
ity of 16,000 more repatriating 
in the coming days.

The figure is nearly 240 per 
cent larger than the earlier 
estimate from the Indonesia 
migrant Worker Protection 
agency (BP2mI), which said 
it expected around 37,000 
workers to return to the coun-
try after their contracts 
expired in april-may.

antara News reported that 
BP2mI’s records on the migrant 
workers who had returned to 
Indonesia show that around 
15,400 returned from malay-
sia, 11,300 from Hong Kong 
and 3,507 from Singapore. THE 

JAKARTA POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

From this year to 2024, a person earning at least 10,000 pesos ($200) per month would 
see his annual premium go up from 3,600 to 6,000 pesos. AFP

Thailand: Full steam ahead 
in hunt for Covid-19 vaccine
S

EVERaL health organi-
sations in Thailand and 
other countries have 
speeded up operations 

to find a way of dealing with 
the Covid-19 contagion, with 
up to 70 candidate vaccines 
being developed by compa-
nies registered with the World 
Health Organisation (WHO).

Vitoon Vonghangool, presi-
dent of Bangkok-based Thai-
French fully-integrated vaccine 
company BioNet-asia Co Ltd, 
said if the vaccine currently be-
ing tested on rats proves to be 
effective, tests on humans will 
be held before it is put in for 
registration with the Food and 
Drug administration (FDa).

“This operation will be un-
der the supervision of the 
ministry of Public Health, 
though the progress will also 
be reported to WHO,” he said.

He added that the company 
has spent about 200 million 
baht ($6.2 million) on materials 
for the vaccine development, 
and expects to spend another 
one billion baht on human trials 
and to register with the FDa.

“We initially aimed to only 
produce the vaccine for medi-
cal personnel before cooperat-
ing with the authorities to ex-
pand the production,” he said.

National Vaccine Institute 
(NVI) director Dr Nakorn 
Premsir said the institute 
has signed a contract with a 
leading university in China to 
conduct tests on the vaccine, 
which should be completed in 
the second half of this year.

“This university has already 
developed many vaccines,” he 
said. “We are also negotiating 
cooperation in vaccine devel-

opment with other organisa-
tions in China, South Korea, 
Japan, the US and Germany.”

He added that NVI in col-
laboration with the National 
Research Council of Thailand 
has granted funds for vaccine 
research in Thailand as well.

meanwhile, Department of 
Thai Traditional and alterna-
tive medicine director-general 
Dr marut Jirasetthasiri has said 
the herb kariyat (Andrographis 
paniculata) is believed to ease 
the symptoms of Covid-19.

“The department’s human 
research ethics committee 
will first consider this before 
it is proposed to the Bamras-
naradura Infectious Diseases 
Institute’s human research 
ethics committee within this 
week,” he said, adding that 
the herb will be tested on six 

patients for five days first.
“We will study the patients’ 

symptoms, safety and ef-
fectiveness,” he said. “The 
department will also cooper-
ate with the Chulabhorn Re-
search Institute to investigate 
the cause of lung and heart 
failure in Covid-19 patients.”

Dr yong Poovorawan, an ex-
pert virologist at Chulalong-
korn University, said that of 
230 people who have recovered 
from Covid-19, eight are eligi-
ble to donate blood plasma.

“Each former patient can 
donate up to 600cc of plasma-
based on their body weight. Up 
to three 250cc bags of blood 
plasma will be needed to treat 
one Covid-19 patient,” he said.

He added that the donors 
must be between 17 and 60 in 
age, weigh more than 50kg and 

must be free of chronic condi-
tions such as heart disease, di-
abetes or high blood pressure.

“The donors must also test 
negative for Covid-19,” he said.

Separately, Government 
Pharmaceutical Organisation 
(GPO) deputy managing di-
rector Sirikul matevelungsun 
said Thailand is set to receive 
303,860 tablets of Favipiravir 
this month.

“Of the shipment, 103,860 
tablets will come from Japan, 
which was originally scheduled 
to be delivered in april, while 
another 200,000 tablets will 
come from China,” said Sirikul.

“GPO and the Department 
of Disease Control recently 
procured 187,000 tablets of 
Favipiravir from different 
sources,” she said. THE NATION 

(THAILAND)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

BioNet-Asia has spent about 200 million baht ($6.2 million) on materials for the vaccine development and 
expects to spend another one billion baht on human trials and to register with the FDA. AFP
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T
HE Indonesian economy is 
plagued by a range of “infra-
structure gaps”, places where 
much-needed physical and 

digital infrastructure is either sub-
standard or absent, mostly due to 
under-investment.

For example, many hospitals and 
clinics in remote provinces lack 
24-hour access to clean water and 
electricity. Due to Indonesia’s rapid 
growth, industrialisation and urbani-
sation in the past 20 years, its infra-
structure needs have soared.

Successive Indonesian govern-
ments at all levels have struggled to 
build infrastructure at the pace 
required. The result has constrained 
its domestic economic performance 
and its trade integration with the 
broader Indo-Pacific region.

Estimating the investment required 
to close these gaps is challenging. a 
widely accepted figure is a World 
Bank estimate that Indonesia needs 
to invest $500 billion in basic facili-
ties over the next five years to sup-
port continued growth.

Indonesia’s decision to build a new 
national capital in the province of 
East Kalimantan adds an estimated 
$33 billion to the bill.

Finding a budget to fill the gap will 
get harder as Indonesia’s economy 
and finances come under pressure 
from the Covid-19 pandemic. This 
will in turn affect infrastructure 
development.

This year’s national infrastructure 
budget stands at about $29 billion. 
The government will directly fund a 
fraction of the total of $412 billion in 
investments from 2020 to 2024 to 
build infrastructure projects, provid-
ing 40 per cent of the total budget, or 
about $164.8 billion. The remaining 
funds will come from state-owned 
enterprises (25 per cent) and the pri-
vate sector (35 per cent).

The pandemic will force the gov-
ernment to reallocate funds, while 
other sources of money will dry up in 
the ensuing recession.

Challenges facing development
The Perth USasia Centre has devel-

oped the Indonesia Infrastructure 
map to help visualise the country’s 
infrastructural challenges. The map 
identifies Indonesia’s major projects 
by sector. It contains 206 infrastruc-
ture projects and will continue to be 
updated.

The map highlights that Indonesia 
has unique connectivity challenges 

unlike other countries of its econom-
ic status and population. One chal-
lenge is inherent to its archipelagic 
geography: the country’s 17,000 
islands suffer from a lack of connec-
tivity with each other.

you can see this reflected in the 
spread of projects on the map. most 
are focused in the densely populated 
west, on the islands of Sumatra and 
Java. according to the National Stra-
tegic Projects pipeline, Java and 
Sumatra have 154 projects planned 
compared to 79 elsewhere.

By contrast, eastern Indonesia 
remains sparsely serviced by new 
infrastructure projects. and in the 
provinces of Papua and West Papua, 
they are non-existent.

On its larger islands, even major eco-
nomic centres are not well-connected. 
For example, there is not yet a major 
railway connecting the two most pop-
ulated cities of Jakarta and Surabaya.

The lack of essential infrastructure 
can also be blamed on policies like the 
fuel subsidy. It eats up much-needed 
cash, about $9 billion a year, from the 
national budget. The subsidy also dis-
torts markets, leaves Indonesia’s cur-
rency vulnerable and incentivises reli-
ance on motor transport.

The proposed capital in East Kali-
mantan can be viewed as an effort to 
spur a new hub of economic activity 

off Sumatra and Java. around this new 
site there are also few existing infra-
structure projects. The Balikpapan-
Samarinda toll road is nearing com-
pletion and Jokowi himself said it will 
be connected to the new capital.

If geography wasn’t challenging 
enough, Indonesia now has to contend 
with the vexing financial and econom-
ic costs of the Covid-19 pandemic.

The government’s fiscal response 
has consisted of initial packages 
worth $2 billion followed by a major 
stimulus of $26 billion. It can finance 
some of this by reallocating funds 
from existing programs, but resourc-
es will become scarcer as govern-
ment revenue takes a hit from the 
sluggish economy. The government 
has raised its deficit cap to five per 
cent in order to borrow more funds 
for emergency measures.

Getting harder to fill
Foreign lending will also begin to 

dry up. a broader question hangs 
over how sustainable foreign loans 
have been, including those from Chi-
na. The clouds of a credit market cri-
sis are already gathering.

Indonesia is especially vulnera-
ble to increased borrowing costs. 
The Indonesian rupiah has 
declined precipitously, increasing 
the repayment burden of its for-

eign-denominated debts.
as the full force of the economic cri-

sis due to the pandemic takes hold, it 
is likely Indonesia will need a lot more 
cash for stimulus measures. This will 
eat into Indonesia’s ability to pay for 
its own infrastructure projects.

However, Indonesia should view 
infrastructure development as part of 
its recovery, as it provides employ-
ment, opens up new markets and 
creates efficiencies.

a deft move for Jokowi would be to 
take advantage of collapsing oil pric-
es by cutting remaining fuel subsidies 
and redirecting the funds to econom-
ic recovery and infrastructure.

Indonesia will need to draw more 
on the resources of the range of infra-
structure and connectivity (I&C) ini-
tiatives that have been launched by 
governments in the asia-Pacific since 
2010. These include China’s Belt and 
Road, Japan’s PQI and the recently 
established asian Infrastructure 
Investment Bank, to name but a few. 
These initiatives collectively offer 
over $1 trillion. Participating in these 
also means managing the geopolitics 
involved.

In the aftermath of the Covid-19 
pandemic, Indonesia will need to 
carefully consider the role infrastruc-
ture plays in its economic recovery. 
THE JAKARTA POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Opinion
Kyle Springer

How Covid-19 will dampen  
Indonesia’s infrastructure development

Vehicles commute next to a construction site of the LRT (light rapid transit) in Jakarta, Indonesia, in October last year. AfP



Delishop.Asia introduces contactless grocery delivery
Phuon Chansereivuth 

WITH much of the world adapting to 
new hygiene practices and social dis-
tancing amid the Covid-19 pandemic, 
online grocery store Delishop.Asia has 
introduced a contactless delivery 
service and online payment options.

With a catalogue of 9,000 products 
and staff following strict hygiene prac-
tices as recommended by the World 
Health Organisation, customers can 
rest assured their grocery items will 
arrive on the doorstep free of the virus.

Delishop.Asia general manager 
Jonathan Meuret says: “The sudden 
and rapid spread of Covid-19 has 
forced everyone to scale back on 
many social interactions and trans-
actions we used to take for granted.

“The simple act of going outside to 
buy food and other essential items 
at a store now requires more thought 
and precaution. Every day, our team 
is energised to keep coming up with 
new solutions to execute safe deliv-

eries and transactions.”
At Delishop.Asia, its safe delivery 

strategy begins at the procurement 
stage. Staff practice social distancing, 
use sanitisers before delivery, and regu-
larly check their body temperature.

All inventory crates used in deliveries 
are washed and disinfected regularly, 
as is the Delishop.Asia warehouse.

Employees and delivery partners 
with any symptoms of sickness are 
encouraged to self-isolate at home 
and reach out for any urgent medi-
cal assistance.

Once an order is hygienically pack-
aged, a delivery partner will take it to 
a customer’s given address.

The delivery partner will notify the 
customer that they have arrived and 
will place the order, sealed in bags, at 
a location designated by the custom-
er. The delivery partner will wait for 
the customer to pick up the package 
while standing a few metres away.

Customers can pay while placing the 
order at the time of checkout. They can 

also pay in cash, or online via Wing or 
ABA QR Code. To promote cashless pay-
ment options, Delishop.Asia’s online 
payment partners are offering an array 
of discounts and cashback incentives.

“Delishop.Asia adheres to socially 
responsible business practices and 
precautionary measures that ensure 
everyone’s safety. 

“Through contactless delivery and 
online payment options, we are pre-
venting any virus transmission by 
significantly reducing interactions 
between customers and delivery 
partners,” says Meuret.

Delishop.Asia provides fast deliv-
ery of grocery products, food and 
beverage, cosmetics and other fast-
moving consumer goods from more 
than 40 suppliers.

To avail of its services, Meuret says 
customers must order grocery items 
worth at least $10 on Delishop.Asia’s 
website: https://delishop.asia/. The 
delivery charge is $1. Orders above $50 
are free of delivery charges, he says.

Creativity & Innovation
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New self-quarantine app will help track virus
Hong Raksmey

T
O ASSIST frontline doctors 
at the Ministry of Health 
who are working closely 
with patients and quaran-

tined people to monitor their health, 
a young Cambodian team has de-
veloped an app just for the purpose.

“We spent four weeks to develop 
the Healthy Home Self-Quarantine 
App for both Android and iOS. 

“The purpose of the app is to re-
duce the Covid-19 infection rate to 
save our country from this devas-
tating disease,” says Cheat Morokot 
who led the Jizo Team that devel-
oped the app. 

The key features of the programme 
include self-monitoring, health his-
tory, creating reports, alerting users 
and informing the authorities when 
they leave their quarantine location. 

It will help users to obtain treat-
ment as soon as possible by connect-
ing them directly to the authorities.

“The Self-Quarantine App is a mo-
bile application to help those who are 
suspected of having Covid-19 to moni-
tor their health during quarantine and 
to facilitate quarantine management 
by the authorities,” says Morokot.

Those who are supposed to be 
isolating themselves at home or any 
designated place are required to 
pinpoint their locations. Then the 
App connected with smartphone 
alerts the users if they leave the safe 
radius of their quarantine locations.

“Another main feature of the app 
is to allow users to input their daily 
health data, checking their tem-
perature and relevant symptoms, 
which would be sent to the relevant 
authorities,” says Morokot.

The user inputs data twice a day 
– in the morning and evening – to 
track his health condition such as if 
he has a dry cough, sore throat and 
fever. This data will be sent to the 
authorities and the ministry.

Morokot studied Advanced Control 
and Optimisation at Chulalongkorn 
University in Thailand and tells The 
Post that “an alert via Telegram bot 
and Web Admin will be sent to the rel-
evant authorities for appropriate in-

terventions if the individual refuses to 
return to their quarantine locations.

“This would allow the authorities 
to act quickly and effectively if they 
identify an individual that requires 
emergency support.

“The users can also benefit from 
monitoring their health and getting 
suggestions according to their in-
put,” says Morokot,

Users need to download Healthy 
Home - Self Quarantine App after 
signing in with their mobile phone 
number. 

“They just set a quarantine location 
point. On the home page, the individ-
ual can click the “Insert data” button 
to start answering questions related 
to Covid-19 symptoms and then click 
submit. That is it,” Morokot says.

Since the users aren’t required to input 
details of their personal information but 
only their phone numbers, their medi-

cal data remains confidential.
“From the privacy perspective, the 

app itself will collect only minimal in-
formation. It will not collect informa-
tion that directly identifies the user, 
such as name, sex and nationality, etc.

“Only their phone number is re-
quired since it is a piece of critical 
information for the authorities to 
reach them quickly when they need 
emergency help. All information 
will be strictly accessible only by the 
authorities,” she says.

She says the app is specifically for 
Covid-19 patients, those suspected 
to have contracted the disease, and 
quarantined people monitored by 
the doctors or the authorities. 

The Jizo Team who has eight 
members was originally started to 
build e-commerce platforms but 
they decided to shift to developing 
the health app to help stem the pan-

demic in the Kingdom. 
“Because of Covid-19, we devel-

oped the self-quarantine app to 
help prevent the spread of this new 
disease. When Covid-19 is over, we 
will continue with developing e-
commerce platforms,” she says.

Jizo Team was established in Janu-
ary as a start-up which focuses on 
Information Communication Tech-
nology (ICT), the Internet of Things 
(IoT), Machine Learning, and Tech-
nology to solve problems in society.

“The Jizo Team’s app is currently 
awaiting final development in collab-
oration with the ministries of Health, 
and Posts and Telecommunications.

“We hope it will be launched soon 
and implemented for those who are 
under the mandatory 14-day quar-
antine,” says Morokot.

She says in the team are Oem 
Daro who is an IT developer re-

sponsible for developing the mo-
bile app programme. Mey Cham-
roeun is a researcher working on 
the algorithm for our platform. 

“Ly Porhour is a UX designer who 
designed the interfaces for our ap-
plication, while SimPenglong, Lor-
Puy, Penh Sohai and Samorn Phanga 
are team members,” says Morokot.

The Healthy Home Self-Quarantine 
App was reviewed along with another 
one and a ventilator, all built by young 
and innovative Cambodian engineers, 
during a meeting between a Technol-
ogy Study-Research Team and a team 
from the National Institute of Posts, 
Telecoms, and ICT (NIPTICT). 

Minister of Posts and Telecom-
munications Chea Vandeth who 
presided over the meeting, says the 
engineering teams continue to work 
with the Ministry of Health to put 
their products in use shortly.

A new self-quarantine app developed by a group of young Cambodians named Jizo Team will help track those suspected of being infected with Covid-19. supplied

Delishop.Asia provides delivery of grocery products from more than 40 suppliers. 
Customers can pay in cash, or online via Wing or ABA QR Code. supplied
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Love during lockdown in US
H

OW do you find love 
when you’re stuck at 
home? The corona-
virus pandemic has 

made that challenging, to say 
the least. But millions of single 
americans are finding ways.

Some have attempted socially 
distanced outings, others have 
turned to steamy video chats, 
while still others have tried in-
ternational online dating as 
people adapt the art of seduc-
tion to the virus era – and dating 
apps are finding ways to adjust.

In normal times, Kate Earle, 
a 30-year-old teacher in Wash-
ington, finds it fairly easy to 
connect in person with men 
she finds attractive at first 
glance on Tinder. 

“But because that’s not an op-
tion, the conversations are go-
ing on much longer,” she said.

Earle said those conversa-
tions also seem to veer more 
often toward “online sexual 
interaction,” but she added 
that she has never considered 
breaking lockdown rules for an 
in-person date.

“I think everybody is a little 
bit sexually frustrated, and I 
am as well,” she said. 

“and there’s definitely been 

temptation to meet up with 
somebody . . . but I think it’s 
not so much that I would ac-
tually do it.” 

Masks off
The Great Lockdown has 

driven single people around 
the world to online dating 
apps in record numbers.

Tinder saw an all-time 
high in usage on march 29, 
with more than three billion 
“swipes,” and the number of 
messages exchanged on rival 
app Bumble increased 26 per 
cent over a two-week period in 
march in the United States.

The lockdown order came 
at the worst possible time for 
Beatrice, who was newly sepa-
rated from her husband and 
living in the US capital.

a 30-something French-
woman, she registered with 
several online dating apps in 
mid-march. 

Since then, she has found 
herself bending some of the 
confinement rules to impro-
vise outings with her new ac-
quaintances.

“I was a bit nervous,” she told 
aFP. “It’s hard walking with a 
mask on your face when you’re 

meeting someone for the first 
time. So you end up taking off 
the mask after five minutes.”

after a few disappointing 
outings during which she ob-
served physical separation 
rules, she met someone she 
liked – “and we ended up not 
respecting social distancing,” 
she admitted.

‘The cherry on top’
In the new normal created 

by the virus crisis, video dat-
ing is fast becoming the norm. 
While Tinder lacks this option, 
both Hinge and Bumble offer 
virtual dating. 

Zach Schleien launched his 
Filter Off app for video speed-
dating just before the pandem-
ic struck, and at first only a few 
thousand users signed up. But 
that changed quickly. 

“It’s like a 7,000 per cent in-
crease in less than a month,” 
said the 29-year-old New york-
er, who believes online dating is 
the best way to assess possible 
romantic interest before meet-
ing in person. “It’s been nuts.”

So, can a romantic candle-
light dinner with a stranger – on 
a laptop screen – really work?

Dating coach Bela Gandhi 

cited the example of one cli-
ent, a woman in her 60s, “who 
has fallen in love with some-
body in the last six weeks, and 
they’ve only met via Skype.”

Gandhi, who founded the 
Smart Dating academy website, 
says video can make it easy to 
develop “emotional intimacy.”

“and then it’s just the cherry 
on top of the sundae once you 
meet in person.”

But alexandra Solomon, 
a clinical psychologist on 
the faculty of Northwestern 
University outside Chicago, 
doesn’t see it quite that way.

“Thank goodness we have 
video dating for now,” she said, 
but added: “When we come 
out of this, I really want people 
to go back to meeting across 
the table over a glass of wine 
or a cup of tea and having that 
old-fashioned organic experi-
ence of each other.” 

meanwhile, for those inter-
ested in exploring possible 
matches abroad, Tinder is 
keeping its Passport feature 
free until monday. 

after that, “matches will re-
main, so no one has to say good-
bye to anyone new they’ve met,” 
said a Tinder spokesman. afp

Oscar-winning actor 
Nicolas Cage to star 
in Tiger King series
NICOLaS Cage will star in 
a scripted television series 
about flamboyant Tiger King 
zookeeper Joe Exotic, his 
publicist told aFP monday.

The Oscar-winning US actor 
will also executive produce 
the show based on a maga-
zine article about Exotic, who 
recently shot to fame as the 
subject of a wildly popular 
docuseries.

The surreal story of Exotic – 
a gay, mullet-wearing private 
zoo owner now in prison for 
murder-for-hire – became a 
US cultural phenomenon fol-
lowing the release of a Netflix 
documentary.

Tiger King was watched a 
reported 34 million times 
in just 10 days following its 
release in march, providing 
welcome relief to a nation un-
der coronavirus lockdown.

Cage’s series will be his first 
major foray into television, 

and is the second scripted 
show known to be in the 
works about Exotic, whose 
real name is Joseph maldona-
do-Passage.

according to Variety, the 
eight-episode series will be 
created by CBS and Imagine’s 
Brian Grazer, Oscar-winning 
producer of A Beautiful 
Mind.

It will “explore how he be-
came Joe Exotic, and how he 
lost himself to a character of 
his own creation,” the Holly-
wood trade publication said.

another television series 
based on a podcast about Ex-
otic is also in development.

Cage, who won the best ac-
tor Oscar for Leaving Las Vegas 
(1995), enjoys a cult following 
and has starred in wide range 
of box office hits including 
Face/Off, Con Air, National 
Treasure and Bad Lieutenant: 
Port of Call New Orleans. afp

Nicolas Cage attends the premiere of Quiver Distribution’s Running 
With The Devil at Writers Guild Theater in California. getty images/afp

Woody Allen poses during a photocall in the northern Spanish Basque city of San 
Sebastian. afp

A couple holds hands as they visit Liberty State Park in Jersey City, New Jersey. afp

Woody allen’s controversial autobi-
ography Apropos of Nothing will fi-
nally be published in French in June 
after the first US edition was pulled 
and then pulped.

His French publisher Stock 
jumped to the veteran filmmaker’s 
defence in march when Hachette 
staff in New york walked out when 
they learned that the company was 
printing his memoirs.

allen has been dogged by per-
sistent allegations that he sexually 
abused his adopted daughter Dy-
lan Farrow when she was a child – 
claims he denies.

Her journalist brother Ronan Far-
row said he would no longer work 
with Hachette – which published his 
bestseller Catch and Kill – before the 

books giant decided not to release 
the memoir.

But Stock’s chief executive manuel 
Carcassonne said allen – whose 
films are still popular in France – 
was “not Roman Polanski”, a refer-
ence to the filmmaker accused of 
raping a number of women.

He said allen “had been cleared 
twice” by the courts of abuse and 
“there was no moral or legal obstacle 
to publishing and supporting him”, 
Carcassonne told French media.

a smaller US imprint, arcade, 
picked up the rights to allen’s book 
and it has since become an amazon 
bestseller. 

Stock had been due to release the 
book in France on april 29, but with 
bookshops shut by the coronavirus 

lockdown, said it would now appear 
on June 3.

The book has also been published 
in Spanish and Italian.

Critical reaction to the memoir has 
been mixed, particularly in English. 

The New York Times damned it 
with faint praise, saying it is “some-
times funny and tone deaf and ba-
nal”, while The Guardian said it en-
joyed his self-deprecating wit but 
that the “spiteful tone” in which al-
len talks of his marriage to mia Far-
row “helps no one”.

allen settled a $68 million lawsuit 
against amazon Studios in Novem-
ber after it scrapped a four-film deal 
with the 84-year-old for his com-
ments on the #meToo movement. 
afp

Woody allen’s controversial 
memoirs to appear in French
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Food seasoning
  5 The elite
 10 ___ of lightning
 14 Kind of ski lift
 15 California Drive
 16 Offering from the fat lady?
 17 Dramatic award
 18 Removed moisture
 19 About 8,760 hours
 20 Food garnish
 22 Hem alterers
 24 Massive weight
 25 Food seasoning
 26 Small troutlike fish
 29 End of a sentry’s question
 30 Type of cable?
 34 Possess
 35 Jaywalker’s nemesis
 36 State the precise meaning of
 37 “Lemon” suffix
 38 Hitched, so to speak
 40 Meadow
 41 Did the Macarena
 43 Before, before before
 44 Earth’s neighbor
 45 Ralph Waldo Emerson piece
 46 Sign, per Variety
 47 Check the food

 48 Your food will get a rise out of it
 50 Bulk food aisle container
 51 Receive, as treatment
 54 Food seasoning
 58 One of a horse rider’s pair
 59 Taper off
 61 He has his pride
 62 Narrow, secluded valley
 63 Implied but not stated
 64 Eagle you might see from a yacht
 65 “Or” follower, in an ultimatum
 66 Demonstrating good posture
 67 Colorful vatfuls
DOWN
  1 Part of a fire-safety trio
  2 Benny Andersson was in it
  3 Pirate’s hideaway
  4 Bridge framework
  5 Forest that Shakespeare wrote 

about
  6 Colorful parrot of Australia
  7 Infamous despot Amin
  8 Fume
  9 Presently, according to the 

calendar
 10 Food seasoning
 11 Popular cookie
 12 Falsifier of facts
 13 Veteran sailors

 21 Christmas tree sales site
 23 Fix firmly or plant deeply (Var.)
 25 Violent downpour
 26 Desert rarity
 27 ___ a wet hen
 28 Settles, as the score
 29 “___ From the Madding Crowd”
 31 Eliot’s Marner
 32 Motionless
 33 Come to an end
 35 Blackguard
 36 River in Scotland
 38 “California, Here I Come” com-

poser Joseph
 39 Irritate
 42 Food seasoning
 44 Mauled
 46 Sign of pressure?
 47 Part of formal attire for some
 49 Colorful quartz in many marbles
 50 Favre with the arm
 51 Yearning
 52 Dudley Do-Right’s damsel
 53 Bites the dust
 54 Concerning the ear
 55 Open to the breeze
 56 Not even one
 57 Singles
 60 Blackjack component

“FOOD PUT-ONS” 

Tuesday’s solution

Tuesday’s solution

Lifestyle

E
VERy morning, 
the instantly rec-
ognisable whirr of 
andrea Carbini’s 

three-wheeler fills this milan 
square, where he throws open 
his mobile newsagent’s doors 
for a news-hungry and largely 
elderly clientele.

“Corriere della Sera!” “That’s 
€2, have a nice day, see you 
tomorrow!” says Carbini, with 
the cheerfulness of newspaper 
sellers of yesteryear.

He promises a customer to 
put aside a newspaper, to find 
a certain book, he asks for 
news about the family.

There is so much demand 
that the yellow and white ape 
(Bee) three-wheeled van will 
be late for its next rendezvous 
in another nearby piazza.

“I come every day. The news-
paper kiosk closed in July and 
fortunately the ape has been 
coming for a month,” maria 
Ricciardi, 77, told aFP. 

Carbini, 52, came up with 
the mobile newsagent’s idea 
to counter the disappearance 
of newsstands. 

“Ten years ago there were 
still 650 in milan, now there 
are only 450,” says Diego 
averna of the Cisl trade union, 
pointing out that many are 
“just about surviving” thanks 
to the sale of public transport 
tickets or snacks. 

The problem is national – 
from 2009 to 2019, Italy lost 
nearly a quarter of its news-
agents, tumbling from 18,000 
to 14,000, according to Union-
camere-Infocamere, the fed-
eration of chambers of com-
merce. 

Simultaneously, newspaper 
sales are plummeting – just 
2.2 million newspapers are 
now sold each day in Italy, 
down from 5.5 million in 

2007, according to aDS.
Fewer sales can be blamed 

on the rise of digital media 
and a certain lack of youth 
interest in the press but it is 
“also because there is a lack of 
sales outlets,” said Giuseppe 
Ferrauto, managing director 
of the Cairo Editore group.

It’s a vicious circle. 
“That’s why an initiative 

like the mobile newsstand is 
something that we publishers 
must encourage,” he told aFP. 

For now, former bookshop 
owner Carbini has only one 
route, stopping in four neigh-
bourhoods where newspaper 
kiosks have recently closed.

But he dreams of expanding. 
“What I’m doing is a provo-

cation and I hope young peo-
ple will take over. I shook up 
a situation where no one was 
doing anything,” Carbini says 
of his “Edicole Quisco”.

“People tend to think that 
the battle is already lost. But 
I think newspapers, even if a 
shrinking market, still have a 
future,” he says, stressing the 
importance of “safeguarding 

press freedom and the pro-
duction of culture”. 

He says that by working ev-
ery day and choosing your 
neighbourhoods well, you can 
earn €1,800 to €2,000 ($2,000-
2,200) a month. 

The advantage over a nor-
mal newsstand is that the ape 
avoids high overheads and 
has a high concentration of 
customers over a few hours.  

Its clientele is mainly over 
50 years old, but also includes 
some in their thirties and for-
ties, and children, who come 
to buy figurines made by Pa-
nini, also a sponsor.

“The ape has an extremely 
important symbolic value in 
Italy, it represents the eco-
nomic boom of the 50s and 
60s,” said Carbini.

“The newsagent is a neigh-
bourhood friend. They can’t 
just disappear, like local 
shops,” lamented marianna 
Saraceno, a 66-year-old re-
tired schoolteacher. 

“It’s huge loss, for culture, 
for sociability, for living to-
gether”. AFP

NEW ZEaLaND filmmaker 
Taika Waititi will write and 
direct a new Star Wars film, Dis-
ney announced on monday.

Waititi has shot from indie 
acclaim to mainstream Holly-
wood success in recent years, 
overseeing marvel superhero 
smash hit Thor: Ragnarok in 
2017 before winning a screen-
play Oscar for Nazi satire “Jojo 
Rabbit” in February.

He also directed the first 
season finale of The Man-
dalorian, the hit television 
show set in the blockbuster 
sci-fi franchise universe.

No date was set for the new 
movie. But the first of three cur-
rently scheduled Star Wars on 
Disney’s release calendar is pen-
cilled in for December 2022.

announcing the news on 
may 4 – a date typically cele-
brated by Star Wars fans around 
the world who wish each other 
“may the 4th be with you” – 
Disney also confirmed reports 
that Russian Doll co-creator 
Leslye Headland will develop a 
new television series set in the 
same universe.

“Headland will write, executive 
produce, and serve as showrun-
ner for the series, which adds to 

a growing list of Star Wars stories 
for Disney’s streaming platform 
including The Mandalorian, 
now in post-production on Sea-
son Two,” said the announce-
ment on StarWars.com.

according to Hollywood 
trade reports, Headland’s live-
action show will be a “female-
driven action thriller” and “set 
in an alternate timeline from 
the usual Star Wars universe.”

The Mandalorian, featuring 
the viral internet sensation 
Baby yoda, was the flagship 
launch show for on-demand 
streaming platform Disney+ 
last year, proving a hit with 

critics and audiences.
In addition, two other new 

live-action Star Wars televi-
sion series are in the works for 
Disney+, including the return 
of Ewan mcGregor as Obi-
Wan Kenobi, and a prequel to 
movie spin-off Rogue One. 

Disney has slowed down the 
release of its upcoming Star Wars 
films, with its recently concluded 
trilogy seeing diminishing box of-
fice returns and mixed reviews.

Waititi will co-write his Star 
Wars film with Krysty Wilson-
Cairns, the Oscar-nominated 
screenwriter for World War I 
epic 1917. AFP

Italian mobile news 
deliveryman revs up

Waititi set to direct new Star Wars

A customer in Milan scours the publications on sale at Andrea Carbini’s 
three-wheeled newsstand. AFP

New Zealand filmmaker Taika Waititi will direct a new Star Wars film, 
Disney has announced. AFP



Jordan defends 
‘selfish’ reluctance 
to discuss politics
MICHAEL JORDAN (pictured) has 
defended his infamous reluctance to 
be drawn into taking political sides 
during his NBA career, saying he 
never viewed himself as an activist.

In comments made on the latest 
episode of the hit documentary series 
“The Last Dance” on ESPN, Jordan 
addressed his oft-quoted quip that he 
had steered clear of politics because 
“Republicans buy sneakers, too.”

Jordan said the remark, which 
came during the 1990 US Senate race 
in North Carolina between Republi-
can Jesse Helms and Democrat chal-
lenger Harvey Gantt, had been a flip-
pant comment made as a joke.

Helms was a controversial figure who 
had been accused of racism throughout 
his career, a staunch opponent of the 
1964 Civil Rights Act who also opposed 
the establishment of Martin Luther 
King day as a US federal holiday.

“I don’t think that statement needs 
to be corrected because I said it in 
jest on a bus with Horace Grant and 
Scottie Pippen,” Jordan said.

“It was thrown off the cuff. My moth-
er asked to do a PSA (public service 
announcement) for Harvey Gantt, and 
I said, ‘Look, Mom, I’m not speaking out 
of pocket about someone that I don’t 
know. But I will send a contribution to 
support him.’ Which is what I did.”

Jordan added that he never saw 
himself as an activist athlete in the 
vein of former heavyweight boxing 
champion Muhammad Ali.

“I do commend Muhammad Ali for 
standing up for what he believed in,” 

Jordan said. “But I never thought 
of myself as an activist. I thought 
of myself as a basketball player.”

Jordan conceded that his apo-
litical stance might be viewed as 
selfish in some quarters.

“I wasn’t a politician when I was 
playing my sport. I was focused on 
my craft,” Jordan said. “Was that self-
ish? Probably. But that was my ener-
gy. That’s where my energy was.”

In the same documentary, 
former US President Barack 
Obama said he believed Jordan 
could have spoken out more. 

“I’ll be honest, when it was 
reported that Michael said, 
‘Republicans buy sneakers, too’ 
-- for somebody who was at 
that time preparing for a career 
in civil rights law and knowing 
what Jesse Helms stood for, 
you would’ve wanted to see 
Michael push harder on 
that,” Obama said. 

Jordan, now 57, insisted he had 
no regrets, saying he had sought 
to set an example by his achieve-
ments as an athlete.

“It’s never going to be enough for 
everybody, and I know that,” he 
said. “Because everybody has a 
preconceived idea for what I should 
do and what I shouldn’t do.

“The way I go about my life is 
I set examples. If it inspires you? 
Great, I will continue to do that. 
If it doesn’t? Then maybe I’m 
not the person you should be 
following. afp

Indonesia’s Marcus Fernaldi Gideon (left) and Kevin Sanjaya Sukamuljo return against Japan’s Hiroyuki Endo and 
Yuta Watanabe (unseen) during their All England Open Badminton Championships men’s doubles final match. afp
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Return of badminton ‘difficult 
to predict’, says BWF chief Lund
BADMINTON will be back in 
action “as soon as possible” after 
the coronavirus crisis, the sport’s 
chief told AFP, adding that inter-
national travel restrictions were 
complicating the picture.

Badminton, like tennis, golf 
and other sports with an inter-
national circuit, faces major 
hurdles after countries intro-
duced an array of travel bans 
and quarantine periods to 
combat Covid-19.

Thomas Lund, secretary 
general of the Badminton 
World Federation, said an 
announcement on a rejigged 
2020 calendar was expected 
soon. But he cautioned that 
the situation remained fluid.

“We are gearing up to be 
ready to start competition as 
soon as possible. This includes 
formulating a revamped BWF 
tournament calendar for 2020. 
An announcement on this will 
be made shortly,” Lund said.

“But at this point in time, it 
is difficult to predict when 
international movement and 
entry restrictions will be lifted 
by individual countries and 
territories in order to guaran-
tee that players, their entou-
rage, officials and staff can 
participate in tournaments 
safely.”

Badminton has already moved 
the Thomas and Uber Cups, a 
highlight of the season, to later 

in the year, hoping that the virus 
emergency will have passed.

The de facto men’s and wom-
en’s world team champion-
ships – orginally scheduled for 
May, and then moved to August 
– are now set to take place in 
Aarhus, Denmark in October. 

The pinnacle of the badmin-
ton season had been expected 
to be the Tokyo Olympics, now 
shifted to 2021 because of the 
coronavirus pandemic.

All BWF tournaments have 
been suspended since mid-
March, when most profes-
sional sports worldwide were 
frozen as travel restrictions bit 
and a swathe of countries went 
into lockdown. afp

US women stars to appeal equal pay verdict 
M

EGAN Rapinoe and Alex 
Morgan said the US 
women’s national team 
will appeal against de-

feat in their equal pay lawsuit on 
Monday, describing the  judge’s rul-
ing in the case as “shocking”.

In a widely unexpected decision on 
Friday, Judge Gary Klausner rejected 
the US women’s claim of pay dis-
crimination, finding in favour of the 
United States Soccer Federation.

Although the judge said claims 
of gender discrimination in areas 
such as travel, housing and medical 
support could proceed to trial, the 
equal pay part of the lawsuit – the 
central plank of the women’s case – 
had been dismissed.

Speaking on ABC television’s Good 
Morning America programme on 
Monday, Rapinoe and Morgan voiced 
dismay at the outcome but pledged to 
fight on.

“We were just shocked,” Morgan 
said. “This decision was out of left 
field for us. I think for both sides it was 
very unexpected. We will definitely be 
appealing and moving forward. 

“If anyone knows anything about 
the heart of this team, we are fight-
ers and we will continue to fight to-
gether for this.”

In dismissing the equal pay claim, 
Judge Klausner said the case was 
unwarranted because there was 
evidence the women had previously 
turned down an offer in the Collec-
tive Bargaining Agreement nego-
tiations to be paid along the lines of 
the US men’s team.

However Rapinoe challenged that 
part of the judge’s decision.

“The men’s contract was never of-

fered to us and certainly not the same 
amount of money,” Rapinoe said.

“I think so many women can un-
derstand what this feeling is of going 
into a negotiation, knowing equal 
pay is not on the table, knowing 
anywhere close to your male coun-
terparts is not even on the table.”

Rapinoe also said the fact that the 

women had earned more than the 
US men during the period where 
pay discrimination was alleged was 
also misleading.

In the period in question, the 
women’s team played 111 games and 
earned $24.5 million. The men played 
87 games and made $18.5 million. The 
men’s figure however would likely have 

been substantially higher had they 
qualified for the 2018 World Cup. 

“If we were under the men’s con-
tract, we would be making three 
times more,” Rapinoe said. 

“So you can look at the total com-
pensation. In that time that we’ve 
made just a little bit more, we’ve 
won two World Cups and we’ve won 

just about every single game that 
we’ve played in. 

“So the rate of pay is just so differ-
ent. It’s just so frustrating.”

The US women, who clinched back-
to-back World Cup wins with victory 
at last year’s finals in France, had been 
seeking back pay of $66 million under 
the US Equal Pay Act. afp

Megan Rapinoe (center) and members of the World Cup-winning US women’s soccer team take part in a ticker tape parade for the women’s World Cup champions in New York. afp



FRENCH Sports Minister 
Roxana Maracineanu has 
blasted figure skating federa-
tion head Didier Gailhaguet 
as self-serving amid claims of 
rape and sexual abuse of 
minors in the sport.

Gailhaguet is to give a press 
conference at 1330 GMT on 
Wednesday, a day after French 
prosecutors opened an inves-
tigation into the scandal 
brought to light by former 
world championship bronze 
medallist Sarah Abitbol.

In her autobiography pub-
lished last week, Abitbol 
accused coach Gilles Beyer of 
raping her several times from 
1990 to 1992 when she was 
between the ages of 15 and 17.

Further allegations by three 
other skaters of underage sex-
ual abuse followed.

Sports minister Maracine-
anu on Monday called for 
Gailhaguet to resign, saying 
he “cannot absolve himself of 
his moral and personal 
responsibility”. 

But after a meeting at the 
federation’s Paris headquar-
ters on Tuesday, Gailhaguet 
said he would not make a 
decision on whether to step 
down until the investigation 
had concluded.

“I am a little speechless 
before this gentleman whom I 
met for an hour two days ago 
and who spent half the time 
defending himself,” Maracine-
anu told French television.

“At no time did he say before 
me what his vision was with 
regard to this problem which 
affects his federation.

“We must see today how to 
respond to this scourge. If this 
gentleman is more interested 
by his job . . . it just strikes me 
as incredible.”

Maracineanu, a former 
swimming world champion, 
does not have the power to 
sack Gailhaguet, but has inti-
mated that the federation 

would face state sanctions if 
he remains.

Gailhaguet has been the 
most inf luential man in 
French ice skating since he 
first became president in 
1998, some years after the 
alleged offences.

He has headed the federation 
ever since apart from a three-
year hiatus between 2004 and 
2007 which followed a judging 
scandal at the 2002 Winter 
Olympics in Salt Lake City. 

He was suspended by the 
International Skating Union 
for three years from 2002 and 
duly gave up, temporarily, the 
presidency of the French fed-
eration.

Gailhaguet’s accession to the 
presidency opened the door 
for Abitbol’s coach Gilles Bey-
er to take charge of the French 
national team.

It has been shown that Gail-
haguet was aware of com-
plaints of inappropriate 
behaviour against Beyer.

A 2000 inquiry led the sports 
ministry to remove Beyer from 
his technical role at the fed-
eration, but he remained a 
coach at club level and held an 
executive position at the fed-
eration until 2018. afp

EGYPTIAN player Youssef Hos-
sam has been banned from 
professional tennis for life for 
match-fixing, two years after 
his brother was also perma-
nently excluded from the sport 
on corruption charges.

A statement from the Tennis 
Integrity Unit issued Monday 
said the 21-year-old Youssef 
Hassam, provisionally sus-
pended since May 2019, had 
been banned for life following 
his conviction on multiple 
match-fixing and associated 
corruption charges.

The punishment was 
imposed by Jane Mulcahy QC, 
a senior English lawyer, follow-
ing a three-day disciplinary 
hearing in London in March.

According to the statement, a 

TIU investigation revealed that 
in the four years from 2015-
2019, Hossam “conspired with 
other parties to carry out an 
extensive campaign of betting-
related corruption at the lower 
levels of professional tennis”.

These involved 21 breaches 
of tennis’ anti-corruption pro-
gramme, including eight cases 
of match fixing, six of facilitat-
ing gambling, two of soliciting 
other players not to use best 
efforts, three failures to report 
corrupt approaches and two 
failures to co-operate with a 
TIU investigation.

Hossam, currently a lowly 
810 in the ATP singles rankings, 
having reached a career high of 
291 in December 2017, is now 
“permanently excluded from 

competing in or attending any 
sanctioned tennis event organ-
ised or recognised by the gov-
erning bodies of the sport”, the 
TIU statement said.

Life bans are comparatively 
rare in tennis but in 2018 
Youssef’s brother, Karim Hos-
sam, received such a suspension 
after being found guilty of 16 cor-
ruption charges that included 
providing inside information 
and facilitating betting.

While the likes of Roger Fed-
erer and Serena Williams are 
multi-millionaires, there have 
long been concerns that players 
in the lower levels of profession-
al tennis are especially vulnerable 
to corruption given the relatively 
meagre prize money on offer in 
their tournaments. afpEgyptian tennis player Youssef Hossam has received a life ban from professional tennis for match fixing. afp
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Legendary Miami Dolphins 
coach Don Shula dies at 90
L

EGENDARY Miami 
Dolphins coach Don 
Shula, who led the 
team to the only un-

beaten Super Bowl-winning 
season in NFL history, died 
Monday. He was 90.

A statement from the Miami 
Dolphins said Shula had passed 
away peacefully at his home.

“Don Shula was the patri-
arch of the Miami Dolphins 
for 50 years,” the Dolphins 
said in a statement.

“He brought the winning 
edge to our franchise and put 
the Dolphins and the city of 
Miami in the national sports 
scene,” the team added.

Shula’s career included two 
Super Bowl wins, a record 347 
victories and the only unbeat-
en season in history when the 
Dolphins were a perfect 17-0 
in 1972 en route to the title.

NFL commissioner Roger 
Goodell said Shula would be re-
membered as “one of the great-
est coaches and contributors in 
the history of our game”.

“He made an extraordi-
narily positive impact on so 
many lives,” Goodell said in 
a statement. 

“The winningest coach in 
NFL history and the only one 
to lead a team to a perfect 
season, Coach Shula lived an 
unparalleled football life.”

Shula’s heyday came in the 
early 1970s. Taking over a 
fledgling Miami side in 1970, 
he transformed them into a 
dynasty, reaching three con-
secutive Super Bowls in 1971, 
1972 and 1973.

That hat-trick of appearances 
included back-to-back Super 
Bowl wins in 1972 and 1973.

But it was the achievements 
of his invincible 1972 side 
that helped elevate Shula to 
the NFL pantheon.

‘Best coach in heaven’ 
Shula however would later 

say that his record of 347 wins 
– more than other coach in 

NFL history – was his greatest 
source of pride.

Legendary Chicago Bears 
coach George Halas is second 
in the all-time standings with 
324 wins while New England 
coach Bill Belichick is on 304.

“The 347 wins is the thing 
I’m most proud of,” Shula 
said in a 2013 interview. “No-
body’s even close to it.”

Belichick led NFL-wide trib-
utes for Shula on Monday.

“Don Shula is one of the all-
time great coaching figures and 
the standard for consistency 
and leadership in the NFL,” 
Belichick said in a statement. 

“I extend my deepest condo-
lences to the Shula family and 

the Dolphins organization.”
Meanwhile, quarterback 

Dan Marino, who played un-
der Shula for more than 10 
seasons, wrote on Twitter that 
the Dolphins coach embodied 
“the definition of greatness”.

“You brought that winning 
attitude with you every day 
and made everyone around 
you better,” Marino wrote.

“Thank you for always be-
lieving in me. You made me 
a better player and person...
love you coach.”

Marino’s former Dolphins 
team-mate and wide receiver 
Mark Clayton mourned the 
passing of the “greatest coach 
in NFL history”.

“Coach Shula took a chance 
on me and the rest is history,” 
Clayton wrote. “My condolenc-
es to the family. Best coach on 
earth, best coach in heaven.”

Tampa Bay Buccaneers coach 
Bruce Arians wrote simply: “We 
lost the greatest coach of all 
time. RIP Coach Don Shula.”

Dallas Cowboys owner Jerry 
Jones meanwhile said Shula 
had a presence which extend-
ed beyond the NFL.

“Don was not just an iconic 
figure in the history of our game, 
he was an American institu-
tion who always represented 
the highest levels of character, 
leadership and integrity,” Jones 
said in a statement. afp

Don Shula, the winningest coach in NFL history, salutes Miami Dolphins fans with his wife Maryann in 1997 
during a pre-game ceremony where he received his Hall of Fame ring. afp

French figure skating head Didier  
Gailhaguet has been called on 
to resign over rape allegations 
under his watch. afp

Egyptian tennis player follows brother with lifetime ban

French figure skating 
chief faces underage 
sex abuse allegations
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