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Australia fears suicide spike over virus shutdown
THOUSANDS of Australians are expect-
ed to take their own lives because of the 
financial and psychological stress of the 
new coronavirus crisis, far outstripping 
the death toll from the disease itself, 
experts warned on Thursday.

Modelling by the Brain and Mind Cen-
tre at Sydney University predicted an 
additional 750 to 1,500 suicides per year 
for up to five years as a result of the 
impacts of the pandemic and economic 

shutdowns imposed to curb its spread.
That would mark a spike of 25-50 per 

cent over the 3,000 suicides usually 
recorded each year in the country.

Youth, hit hard by the closure of 
schools and hospitality businesses, 
were expected to make up about 30 
per cent of the additional suicides, 
the centre said in a joint report with 
the Australian Medical Association 
and mental health experts.

“We know that young people are 
going to be disproportionately affect-
ed by the Covid-19 pandemic, and 
the measures that are needed to stop 
the spread of this deadly disease.

“These people are vulnerable to 
experiencing psychological, finan-
cial, and housing stress in the short- 
and longer-terms,” they said.

Australia has been one of the most 
successful countries in containing 

Covid-19, with fewer than 7,000 con-
firmed cases and 100 deaths out of a 
population of 25 million.

But restrictions on travel, public gath-
erings and retail businesses have had a 
devastating impact on the economy, 
slashing some A$4 billion ($2.5 billion) 
per week from economic activity and 
forcing millions of people out of work.

Reacting to the report, Health Min-
ister Greg Hunt said the government 

was investing an extra Aus$500 mil-
lion in mental health funding as part 
of its suicide prevention efforts.

It has also announced billions of dol-
lars in extra unemployment benefits and 
payments to employers who keep staff 
on during the economic downturn.

Australia is expected to announce 
some easing of the restrictions on 
Friday but warned that a return to 
normal is still months away. AFP

Cambodia 
implicated 
in money 
laundering
Niem Chheng

C
AMBODIA and 11 other 
countries are likely to be 
added to the list of states 
that “pose significant 

threats” to the EU’s financial sys-
tems for failures to tackle money 
laundering and terrorism financ-
ing, according to draft documents 
seen by Reuters and expected to be 
published on Thursday.

Cambodia joined Panama, the 
Bahamas, Mauritius, Barbados, Bot-
swana, Ghana, Jamaica, Mongolia, 
Myanmar, Nicaragua and Zimba-
bwe in the expanded list, which is 
due to take effect in October.

Countries that were already on 
the blacklist are Afghanistan, Iraq, 
Vanuatu, Pakistan, Syria, Yemen, 
Uganda, Trinidad and Tobago, Iran 
and North Korea.

Libya and four US territories 
including American Samoa, US Vir-
gin Islands, Puerto Rico and Guam 
were left out following objections. 
Saudi Arabia, the current holder of 
the G20 presidency, was also spared 

from the list after “pressure” from 
the oil-producing powerhouse.

In February last year, Cambodia was 
re-listed in the “grey list” of the Finan-
cial Action Task Force (FATF), a deci-
sion Cambodia said was “unfair”.

In a bid to improve the Kingdom’s 
status, the Ministry of Interior has 
been working on two draft laws –  one 
on anti-money laundering and ter-
rorism financing, and the other on 
combating proliferation financing.

Last Tuesday, Minister of Interior 
Sar Kheng convened a meeting for 
a final review of the draft law before 
sending them to the Council of Min-
isters for approval.

Sar Kheng said putting Cambodia 
on the FATF grey list deters busi-
nesses from investing in the coun-
try. He said the laws were drafted in 
light of progress in society and in 
line with international standards, 
which required Cambodia to adopt 
specific anti-money laundering 
mechanisms.

“Cambodia needs to develop itself

Banteng spotted in M’kiri
Soth Koemsoeun

WORLD Wildlife Fund (WWF) biodi-
versity researchers encountered a 
herd of banteng, a type of wild cattle 
native to Southeast Asia, while they 
were conducting wildlife surveys last 
month in Mondulkiri province’s 
Phnom Prich Wildlife Sanctuary.

WWF Cambodia communications 
director Tep Asnarith said the research-
ers counted nearly 10 of the massive, 
muscle-bound animals, including one 
juvenile and a majestic bull. 

They said the herd appeared star-
tled and were moving fast, possibly 
because of other animals in the area 
or the researchers themselves.

“Filming banteng in the wild 
requires great patience and caution. 
We must ensure the researcher’s 
safety while documenting the pres-
ence of this majestic animal in one 
of Cambodia’s rich biodiversity 
hotspots,” Asnarith said.

Banteng are classified by the Inter-
national Union for Conservation of 
Nature as endangered and are typi-
cally used as work animals or eaten.

Asnarith said banteng are under 
threat from poachers and habitat 
loss due to illegal logging and  
deforestation.

But the WWF and environment 
officials remain committed to 
working together to protect these 

natural resources by calling for 
more community involvement.

Provincial Department of Environ-
ment director Keo Sopheak suggested 
on Thursday that a group of hunters 
may have been chasing the banteng.

“We have increased our protection 
efforts after the emergence of the ban-
teng. We will collaborate with develop-
ment partners and local communities 
to help protect wildlife and prevent 
deforestation,” Sopheak said.

According to a WWF report pub-
lished on Thursday, banteng are con-
sidered one of the most beautiful and 
graceful of all species of wild cattle. 

The report added that tigers are one 
of the banteng’s predators.ContInued – page 3

Banteng are classified by the International union for Conservation of nature as endangered and are used as work animals or eaten. WWF
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Long Kimmarita

THE new rotating chairman 
of the Supreme Council for 
Consultation and Recom-
mendations, mam Sonando, 
plans to create an internal law 
for the council to prevent the 
termination of other mem-
bers after the president of the 
Khmer Rise Party, Sok Sovann 
Vathana Sabung, was sacked 
from the Council.

Sonando, the president of 
the Beehive Social Democrat-
ic Party, said the proposal to 
create an internal law will be 
discussed with more than 10 
political party members next 
monday at a monthly meet-
ing that he will chair.

“We will have this meeting to 
prevent problems that can lead 
to the removal of other mem-
bers. We don’t want to have this 
problem happening again.

“In terms of administration 
work, we have to make an in-
ternal law that we all must re-
spect in order not to affect the 

honour of the supreme coun-
cil or harm the reputation of 
Samdach (Hun Sen),” Sonan-
do told The Post on Thursday.

acting head of state Say 
Chhum on monday terminated 
Vathana Sabung, the president 
of the Khmer Rise Party from 
the Council following a request 
by Prime minister Hun Sen.

Sonando said the meeting 
would discuss the removal of 

Vathana Sabung. The goal is 
only to discuss mistakes that 
happened in the past and to 
correct them so other mem-
bers of the Council can con-
tinue their activities smoothly.

“It is clear that the removal 
of Vathana Sabung from his 
position has ‘influenced’ other 
members in doing their jobs. 

So that’s why I have to have 
this internal law,” he said.

The proposal, he said, was 
just a request from him as 
the rotating chair leading the 
monthly meeting. But he ex-
pects it will be supported by 
members of the other parties.

Council member and Cam-
bodian Nationality Party 
president Seng Sokheng told 
The Post on Thursday that 

he had not yet received the 
meeting agenda.

However, he said he under-
stands that a proposal to cre-
ate an internal law will cer-
tainly not be possible because 
the institution’s role is just to 
monitor law enforcement.

“The performance of the 
Council is in accordance 

with the law. If every mem-
ber of the fulfils his duties, I 
don’t think there is anything 
to worry about. The supreme 
council’s job is to work with 
the government to eliminate 
irregularities,” Sokheng said.

Khmer Power Party presi-
dent Soung Sophorn also said 
on Thursday that the Council 
has many laws that already 
state their mission clearly, so 
proposing further legislation 
would not be possible.

But as president of a political 
party, he said he supported all 
laws made to benefit the people.

Council secretariat head 
Chhim Phal Virun told The 
Post that the monthly meet-
ing is under the authority of 
each rotating chair who is 
entitled to set the agenda and 
deadlines they want.

“This is the right of the rotat-
ing chair because an institution 
has to have a chairman. The 
head of the secretariat is just the 
administrative position to con-
vene the meeting,” he said.

Khouth Sophak Chakrya

a SEVEN-yEaR-OLD girl 
was found dead in a bush in 
Raingtoel commune, Kandi-
eng district in Pursat province 
on Wednesday evening, dis-
trict police chief Un Sy said. 
The victim was nude with her 
hands and legs bound.

a 21-year-old suspect was 
detained in connection to 
the incident and taken to the 
district police office for ques-
tioning, Sy said.

“The victim’s grandmother 
and villagers supected the 
man who is the victim’s neigh-
bour. Before the incident, the 
victim went to play in the vil-
lage with that man.

“We have detained him for 
questioning until Thursday 
evening, but so far the suspect 
has not confessed to commit-
ting the crime,” he said.

The victim’s mother works 
on a cassava farm in Battam-
bang province and her father 
is deceased, according to Sy.

Provincial prosecutor Kouy 
Kanya told The Post that the 
murder suspect will be held 
in detention for 72 hours, as 
per law. 

“authorities will question 
him further and check the 
crime scene to find more 
evidence. I do not have more 
details as of now as I have not 
received an official report 
yet,” Kanya said. 

Council chair wants internal law

Girl found 
dead and 
tied up in 
bushes 

Khorn Savi

D
EPUTy National 
Police chief Chhay 
Kim Khoeun said 
within six days of 

strengthening road traffic 
laws, police fined 12,732 ve-
hicles for violations, includ-
ing 9,915 motorbikes and 
2,817 cars. 

Khoeun said on Thursday 
that most motorbike riders 

were stopped for violations 
ranging from not wearing 
helmets, not respecting traf-
fic signs and not displaying 
registration plates.

motorists were caught for 
not wearing seatbelts, not 
having a licence and using 
a phone while driving. The 
fines are being imposed to 
ensure the public stops such 
violations and respect road 
traffic laws, said the police. 

“The police are committed 
to continuing enforcement 
of road traffic laws regardless 
if it is Saturday or Sunday to 
make people who do not re-
spect the law start to respect 
it,” Kim Khoeun said.

The National Police has put 
forth efforts to educate traffic 
police to implement the law 
strictly, properly, transparently, 
without discrimination, and 
with gentle manners, he said.

The National Road Safety 
Committee said within the 
first six days of may, there 
were 36 traffic accidents in 
the country leading to 19 
deaths and 39 minor and se-
rious injuries. 

The National Police website 
said traffic accidents declined 
in Phnom Penh over the same 
period and there were no 
deaths. The website did not 
mention the number of traffic 

accidents that were recorded. 
“The increase in fines up-

set some people who did not 
agree and criticised the law’s 
implementation without be-
ing aware of the importance 
of implementing the law to 
ensure the safety of life and 
property. 

There were a lot of people 
who supported the move to 
reduce death and injuries,” 
its website said.

almost 13,000 fined under new laws

Sneeze guards
Women peruse the meat section at a local market while sporting new plastic masks intended to prevent the spread of Covid-19.  Hean Rangsey

Villagers flock to the scene where 
the seven-year-old’s body was 
discovered. facebook

we will have this meeting to 
prevent problems that can 

lead to the removal of other 
members 
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Continued from page 1

to get out of this grey list by 
adopting these two laws to 
restore investors’ trust,” he said.

ministry secretary of state 
Ngy Chanphal confirmed to 
The Post on Thursday that the 
drafting of the laws was com-
plete and the ministry was in 
the process of sending them to 
the Council of ministers.
“We have been working on this 
within the UN framework. We 
have a clear action plan and a 
deadline, so we are not con-
cerned about the news reports 
because we have been fulfilling 
all conditions,” he said.

Chanphal pointed out that 
Cambodia had followed the 
UN Security Council guide-
lines thoroughly.

Transparency International 
Cambodia executive director 
Pech Pisey said besides the 
FaTF grey list, another money-
laundering index based in 
Basel, Switzerland, also ranked 
Cambodia among seven coun-
tries at most risk in 2018.

“It will be a big blow if the EU 
Commission includes Cambodia 
in its list of states that pose finan-
cial risks. When Cambodia was 
placed in the grey list, it gave a 
signal that the country was highly 
vulnerable to money laundering.

“money laundering and ter-
rorism financing continue to 
cripple economies, distort 
international finances and 
harm citizens because it gives 
us a sign that state resources are 
being stolen for personal and 
certain group enrichment.

“Tax to the government is 
not paid or not paid fairly. The 
country’s resources for devel-
opment is draining,” he said.

Pisey said the blacklist is most 
likely to spoil the country’s 
image and potentially affect 
financial, investment and trade 
flows to and from Cambodia. 
Countries and individuals based 
in Cambodia could find it 
tougher to use the internation-
al financial system, he said.

One of the draft documents 
seen by Reuters suggests giv-
ing the EU more powers to 
tackle financial malfeasance 
within the bloc.

The proposal, which is subject 
to changes, said the EU could set 
up a common supervisory body 
by 2023 to conduct inspections 
at banks, identify suspicious 
international transactions, and 
possibly impose sanctions.

If approved, banks and other 
financial and tax companies 
will be required to scrutinise 
more closely their clients that 
have dealings with countries 
included in the blacklist. Com-
panies in these countries are 
also banned from receiving 
new EU funding.

Pisey commended the Cam-
bodian government for 
adopting the anti-money 
laundering laws.

“I would encourage the gov-
ernment to fully enforce regu-
lations that require non-finan-
cial businesses trading in 
high-value goods to comply 
with anti-money laundering 
obligations such as due dili-
gence [proper check on cus-
tomers or investments], record 
keeping and suspicious activ-
ities reporting,” he said.

Christian Wigand, EU Com-
mission spokesperson on justice, 
equality and rule of law, did not 
respond to The Post’s request for 
comment as of press time.

‘Cambodia on right 
track to adopt laws’

ancient turtle statue discovered
Soth Koemsoeun

aPSaRa National authority (aNa) 
archaeologists have discovered a large 
statue of a turtle buried at the bottom 
of a pond in the angkor Wat area.

Experts said the turtle was 
involved in the preparation of spir-
it offerings at the angkor Wat temple 
foundation construction and offer-
ings to Hindu deity Vishnu, but can-
not specify the exact time.

archaeologist Chea Socheat, the 
project director and the research 
leader, said on Thursday that the team 
of archaeologists had discovered a 
large turtle sculpture (yet unweighed) 
that is made of ancient sandstone.

There is no refinement to the deco-
rative design, but the turtle shell has 
a rectangular lid as if there was some-
thing hidden in it.

He said the turtle statue was associ-
ated with the spirit offering festival 
during the construction of the ang-
kor Wat Temple foundation and was 
a Vishnu offering associated with the 
Sea of milk churning ceremony.

The team has not yet opened the 
lid on the shell, and it is not known 
what treasures could be inside of it.

“In past discoveries at the Neak 
Pean temple, researchers found a 
similar turtle sculpture but it was 
smaller than this one. 

“Inside of it, there were some pre-
cious and rare stones, bronze threads, 
and a cloth wrapped in a kind of grain 
associated with Vishnu rituals during 
that time,” Socheat said.

He said that since the march 27 
excavation, the team had opened an 
11m-by-14m pit. Initially, they found 
traces of soil scratches used to build 
the temple. Nearby, there was a trace 
of digging to make a drainage ditch.

Socheat said in the canal, a white crys-
tal stone of a kind thought to be valuable 
in Vishnu rituals – was found. Later, the 
team found a dragon and tridents, but 
they were moved to the Preah Norodom 
Sihanouk-angkor museum.

His team, he said, would continue 
to study the turtle to learn more about 
the sculpture and other artefacts. This 
research should provide evidence to 
better interpret the history and con-
struction of angkor temples.

aNa deputy director-general Kim 
Sothin said on Thursday that the 

team was successful in building a 
dam and pumping water from the 
excavation site, after which four 
architects were brought in to super-
vise the excavation.

 archaeologists have uncovered 
ancient artefacts and objects in the 
pond used in the daily lives of the 
ancient people, he said.

He said while the discovery of the 
ancient remains is significant, 
archaeologists have not yet been able 
to conclude the period of the objects 
or why they were placed there.

“The results will be clearer after the 
end of the research work. If there are 
no interruptions during the excava-
tion, we expect to complete our work 
within six weeks from march 27,” 
Sothin said.

Experts said the turtle was involved in the preparation of spirit offerings at the Angkor 
Wat temple. apsara national authority

Khouth Sophak Chakrya

THE owner of pig-importing busi-
ness Dany Deng Import Export Co 
Ltd is disputing assertions made by 
government authorities that he falsi-
fied health documents concerning a 
shipment of live pigs from Thailand.

Oddar meanchey provincial Depart-
ment of agriculture, Forestry and Fish-
eries director Soth Sisokheang said on 
Thursday that the case is complicated.

“authorities found mistakes 
with the importing practices of 
this company, including deliver-
ing more live pigs from Thailand 
than was permitted and using fake 
health documents,” he said. 

after discovering the abnormalities, 
Department of animal Health and Pro-
duction authorities detained the driv-
ers and sent the lorry to Phnom Penh 
to test the pigs’ blood for diseases.

However, when the lorry reached 
Kampong Thom province, a group 
of joint forces turned it back to Od-
dar meanchey, Sisokheang said.

“I do not know where the truck is 
now. I also do not know why this case 
was sent to the Oddar meanchey 
Provincial Court. Normally, it is the 
authority of the Department of ani-
mal Health and Production to inves-
tigate and crack down on this type 
of incident,” he said.

Kampong Thom provincial prose-
cutor Sin Virak told The Post that the 
Oddar meanchey provincial court 

requested the lorry to be sent back. 
“authorities sent the lorry and 

driver to Oddar meanchey on 
Wednesday. The Oddar meanchey 
provincial court will decide how to 
apply the law,” he said.

General Department of animal 
Health and Production director Tan 
Phannara said he is solving the issue 
with the provincial court. “We do 
not want to have a dispute with the 
court,” he said.

Dany Deng owner Khov Heng told 
The Post that he did not disagree with 
the fines assessed by the authorities, 
but he was upset that they accused 
his company of faking health docu-
ments from Thailand because it can 
affect his reputation and business.

“Expert authorities found that our 
company urgently delivered 60 pigs 
while the request was for only 40 pigs. 
That is true. Our drivers failed to take 
one more necessary document with 
them. Our company was requested 
to deliver 20 pigs to Kampong Thom.

“This is the delivery agent’s mis-
take. Our company did not cheat. The 
accusation that our company faked 
health documents from Thailand is 
unacceptable because it can affect 
my dignity and business,” Heng said, 
adding that he sent a representative 
to ensure the pigs would not die.

But Dany Deng general manager 
Buth Sathun said six of them had 
already succumbed to the heat and 
lack of food.

O meanchey pigs stuck in 
limbo after permit error

Thousands of B meanchey 
familes get gov’t food aid 
Long Kimmarita

N
EaRLy 10,000 poor 
families living 
along the closed 
border with Thai-

land have received food aid 
as they struggle to make a liv-
ing and keep Covid-19 at bay, 
Banteay meanchey provincial 
governor Um Reatrey said.

many of the families used to 
make a living along the border 
but when it closed because 
of the pandemic, they found 
their livelihoods threatened.

Currently, the border is only 

opened to large lorries trans-
ferring products. Smaller 
shipments and people are not 
permitted to cross the border 
until at least the end of may.

He said 6,000 of the fami-
lies which received aid live 
in Poipet town. “They used to 
work along the borders, and 
we are helping them. In Ban-
teay meanchey, nearly 10,000 
families have been affected.

“We have given away be-
tween 15-20kg of rice, noodles, 
fish sauce and canned fish. The 
food was paid for by donations 
and the state budget, and if the 

borders don’t open, we will give 
more aid to those in need.

“We will continue to help them 
until the borders are re-opened. 
The re-opening of the borders 
depends on the Covid-19 situa-
tion as they were closed due to 
the pandemic,” Reatrey said.

The Poipet-based Cam-
bodian Informal Economic 
Workers association chief, 
Din Puthy, told The Post on 
Thursday that the govern-
ment should consider push-
ing to open the border be-
cause some were risking their 
lives to illegally cross it.

“If the government doesn’t 
help ease their burden, there 
will be more illegal actions 
like crossing the border. 
They used to go through of-
ficial checkpoints, but now 
that they are closed, they go 
through illegal corridors.

“This is because no one 
has anything to eat. They’re 
almost out of rice. So why 
wait further? They need to 
find food and they cannot put 
up with this any longer. They 
have no jobs and no food, yet 
they still need pay for electric-
ity and water,” Puthy said.

Nearly 10,000 families living close to the Thailand border received aid after pandemic-induced border closings affected their livelihoods. facebook
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Ry Sochan

THE ministry of Health has 
banned a Facebook account 
named “The trust of men” 
which was being used to pro-
mote the sale of a male sexual 
enhancing drink called maca 
Cordyceps Tea without re-
ceiving permission from the 
ministry.

The ministry warned the 
owner of the account that le-
gal action would be taken.

The ministry said it must 
approve all food product ad-
vertisements according to a 
Prakas (government declara-
tion) issued last year.

“To avoid financial loss 
and harm to consumers, the 
ministry of Health urges all 
citizens to cease using or pur-
chasing food products that 
are unscientifically advertised 
on the Facebook account, 
‘The trust of men’, a ministry 
notice posted Tuesday said.

Secretary of state and min-
istry spokeswoman Or Van-
dine could not be reached for 
comment Thursday.

according to the minis-
try’s website post concerning 
last year’s national seminar 
on drug quality control, she 
called on citizens to avoid 
the use of over-the-counter 
medicines without proper 
prescriptions and drugs ad-
vertised on social media and 
websites because they are 
unsafe.

“It costs you money, delays 
treatment, and can be life-
threatening,” Vandine said on 
the website.

To ensure the quality, safe-
ty and efficacy of the drug, 
the National Centre for 
Health Testing must contin-
ue to strengthen its ability to 
monitor the quality of medi-
cines, including traditional 
medicines, health supple-
ment drugs and cosmetics, 
she said.

If citizens need informa-
tion about the safety of drugs, 
they are welcome to call the 
ministry’s Department of 
Drugs, Food, medical Equip-
ment and Cosmetics at any of 
the following numbers - 53 80 
66, 077 80 49 66, 012 20 49 65 
or 011 99 22 72.

ministry bans sale 
of male sex drink

antiseptic to be sprayed in SR
Niem Chheng 

T
HE Blue Sky Rescue 
Team (BSRT) from 
the People’s Repub-
lic of China plans 

to spray antiseptic against 
Covid-19 in Siem Reap over 
15 days to reduce the chance 
of an outbreak, said the pro-
vincial administration. 

The plan is for BSRT to begin 
spraying the antiseptic at des-
ignated areas starting on Fri-
day. The list includes the Siem 
Reap provincial referral hospi-
tal, Phsar Chas market and Pub 
Street area, local schools and 
the Borey Preum Prey and Ph-
sar Leu Thom Thmey markets.

Ten medical volunteers 
from BSRT arrived in Cambo-
dia on april 28 to spray anti-
septic in cooperation with the 
Civil Society alliance Forum 
(CSaF).

The Chinese team brought 
along equipment and medi-
cal materials including 200 
ventilators, 280,000 medical 
masks and 900 pieces of anti-
virus clothing costing around 
1,280,000 yuan ($180,000).

The CSaF said the 10 volun-
teers are also opening a train-
ing course for Cambodian 
troops focused on a protec-
tion and prevention strategy.

BSRT has already been 
spraying antiseptic in Phnom 
Penh, Kandal province and 
Preah Sihanouk province. 
While in Phnom Penh, the 
group sprayed the Hun Sen 
Champovorn High School, 

which was used to quarantine 
workers, several hospitals, 
the ministry of Foreign affairs 
and International Coopera-
tion and other places.

In Kandal province, the 
team sprayed the Takhmao 
Chas and Sa’ang markets as 
well as other locations.

The volunteers went to Si-
hanouk province on Tuesday 
and sprayed four places – the 
Health Department, Preah Sih-

anouk Referral Hospital, Preah 
Sihanouk Provincial Hall and a 
hotel used to treat patients.

The Preah Sihanouk pro-
vincial administration said: 
“Under instructions from 
the medical volunteers from 
BSRT on the spraying of an-
tiseptic at some places, it will 
use 16 litres of water with 
eight pails of antiseptic for 
spraying Covid-19 areas.

“They will use 16 litres 

of water with four pails for 
spraying at public and work-
places. When spraying at 
work locations, staff are in-
structed to leave and return 
20 or 30 minutes later.

In addition to the places al-
ready sprayed, the CSaF said 
the medical team plans to 
spray the Kampong Chhang, 
Preah Vihear, Kampong 
Thom, Kampong Cham, and 
Tboung Khmum provinces.

The Blue Sky Rescue Team from China spray antiseptic in Sihanoukville on Tuesday. The team will begin 
spraying the antiseptic at designated areas in Siem Reap city starting on Friday. preah sihanouk provincial hall

The health ministry has banned a 
Facebook account which promotes 
the sale of a male sexual enhancing 
drink. health ministry



Voun Dara 

E
NVIRONMENT rang-
ers and community 
members patrolled 
the Prey Lang Wildlife 

Sanctuary 511 times within the 
first four months of the year 
and prevented 399 forest 
crimes in four provinces.

Ministry of Environment 
secretary of state and spokes-
man Neth Pheaktra said on 
Thursday that a report on 
the management and protec-
tion at Prey Lang showed that 
32 cases of logging and land 
clearing had been sent to the 
courts for legal action.

In 42 cases involving nearly 
100 people, cease and desist 
contracts had been signed.

While patrolling Prey Lang in 
Kampong Thom, Preah Vihear, 
Stung Treng and Kratie prov-
inces, they also seized a lot of 
evidence, including 193 chain-
saws, two trucks, 34 tractors, 25 
motorbikes, 179 cubic metres 
of wood and 165 timber logs.

In addition, the rangers 
and communities found and 
dismantled 34 illegal huts, 
seized 29 home-made rifles 

and removed 724 traps.
“The success is the effort of 

the rangers and communities 
at the protected areas who 
worked to protect and pre-
serve Prey Lang for the next 
generation,” Pheaktra said.

Although patrols take place 
in the day and at night, small 
crimes like logging, land clear-
ing for private ownership and 
poaching still happen, he said.

Pheaktra said some factors 
leading to such crimes include 
the poor living standards of 
the communities who depend 
on forest products, incitement 
from criminal elements and 
the small number of ranger 
stations in the areas.

He confirmed that the gov-
ernment has a strong com-
mitment to stamping out 
natural resource crimes.

The ministry and develop-
ment partners, he said, have 
paid close attention in prepar-
ing and enforcing manage-
ment mechanisms and provid-
ing resources and equipment.

“This is in addition to im-
proving the living standards 
of the local communities 
through job creation and im-

proving eco-tourism to en-
sure the effectiveness of the 
management work at Prey 
Lang,” Pheaktra said. 

Srey Thei, a Prey Lang Com-
munity Network (PLCN) mem-
ber in Kratie province, said 
even if rangers and commu-
nity members were working 
hard to stop the crimes, some 
outsiders were still trying to 
enter the forest to log and clear 
it for their private ownership.

“Currently, many people 
from different provinces went 
to clear the forest at Prey Lang. 
Some logging still happens with 
transport on motorbikes and 
tractors. Without any enforce-
ment, the forest will be soon 
lost, so even small crimes must 
be stamped out,” he stressed.

Pheaktra said the ministry is 
practising a preservation proj-
ect called Greening Prey Lang 
with the financial support of 
$21 million from USAID.

The project aims to improve 
the preservation work of biodi-
versity and the situation of eco-
systems and to create sustain-
ability and opportunity for the 
economic sector and commu-
nity livelihood at Prey Lang.

National
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Two get 16-year sentence 
for forming armed forces
Kim Sarom

THE Military Court handed 
down 16-year prison sentenc-
es to two former military offi-
cials on Thursday after they 
were found guilty of illegally 
establishing armed forces 
from 2016 to 2018 in Kampong 
Chhnang and Kampong Speu 
provinces and Phnom Penh.

The two former officials, Sok 
Bunsoeun, 64, and Roth Chan-
mony, 47, were members of 
Intervention Brigade 1.

Military Court spokesman 
Sar Sareth told The Post that 
trial chamber president, Judge 
Pork Pan, found the prosecu-
tion’s case stronger because it 
was based on witness state-
ments and confessions made 
by the pair on April 28.

The court referenced Article 
463 of the Penal Code, which 
states that “The act of consti-
tuting armed forces without 
authorisation or permission 
from a legitimate authority is 
punishable by imprisonment 
from 15 years to 30 years.”

Sareth said Bunsoeun and 
Chanmony can appeal the ver-
dict at the Court of Appeal if 
they wished.

Their defence lawyer To Virak 
told The Post on Thursday that 
he didn’t accept the verdict and 
will discuss the possibility of an 
appeal with them.

The deputy prosecutor at the 
trial, Men Hong, said the ver-

dict was appropriate because, 
in Article 463 of the Criminal 
Code, the range of jail sentenc-
es were from 15 to 30 years. 

He said there was clear evi-
dence which incriminated 
Chanmony and Bunsoeun.

However, because of their 
age and poor health, the court 
deemed it proper to only sen-
tence them to 16 years. “The 
prosecution has no objection 
[to the sentence],” he said.

Hong said seven of the sol-
diers recruited by the pair had 
not made a claim because they 
knew their recruitment was 
illegal. As a result, they will 

also be subjected to court-
sanctioned sentences.

“When they sued, they did not 
seek compensation because the 
accused selected the soldiers 
illegally,” Hong said.

Virak said Chanmony told 
Bunsoeun in 2016 that he 
would be recruiting people to 
join the army and demanding 
money from them to enter the 
Royal Cambodian Armed 
Forces.

Bunsoeun participated in 
the operation by finding new 
soldiers and collecting the 
money, which he would then 
give to Chanmony.

The two former military officers were found guilty of illegally establishing 
armed forces from 2016 to 2018 in Kampong Chhnang and Kampong 
Speu provinces and Phnom Penh. fresh news

Rangers burn down a hut illegally built by loggers in Prey Lang. environment ministry

In Prey Lang, 399 cases 
of logging prevented

Cambodian, Thai troops strike 
deal at Oddar Meanchey DMZ 
Voun Dara

THAI troops have agreed to 
remove barbed wire from the 
demilitarised zone near the 
Chaom Sangam International 
Border in Oddar Meanchey 
province while Cambodians 
have agreed to cease construc-
tions of homes in the same 
area after military officials 
from both sides struck a deal.

The area in question is locat-
ed near Chaom village in 
Anlong Veng district’s Trapaing 
Brei commune.

Two groups consisting of 
30-40 Thai troops first started 
installing the fence on Tuesday 
to prevent Cambodians from 
constructing homes near the 
borderline.

Deputy chief of staff of Military 
Region 4 and director of Cambo-

dian-Thai Border Relations Toch 
Ra told The Post on Thursday 
that after the conflict escalated, 
the chief commander of Military 
Region 4 called for an immediate 
meeting to find a solution 
between the two parties. 

The houses were being con-
structed on Cambodian terri-
tory about 150m from the 
demilitarised zone, Ra said.

When Thai officials requested 
the Cambodians to stop the 
construction, they did, because 
the Cambodian military asked 
them to, he said.

“After holding a meeting 
with Thai officials, they agreed 
to withdraw their troops as 
requested. 

They requested us not to build 
constructions near the border-
line again and they returned the 
favour by removing the barbed 

wire fence,” Ra said. 
He said initially, the negotia-

tions weren’t smooth, and Thai 
soldiers had occupied the 
trenches near the borderline.

“They told me that they used 
two groups of soldiers, num-
bering some 30-40 men. But we 
communicated amicably and 
solved the problem,” he said.

Oddar Meanchey provincial 
administration spokesperson 
Chea Piseth said the construc-
tion dispute at the border has 
been resolved by the armed 
forces of Military Region 4.

Piseth said the transportation 
of goods between the two coun-
tries continues as usual at the 
Chaom Sangam and O’Smach 
International Borders. 

He said between 50 and 100 
Cambodian workers return 
from Thailand every day.



Sangeetha Amarthalingam

T
wenty-seven days. That is 
the number of days of zero 
Covid-19 positive cases re-
ported in Cambodia.

To date, 122 people have been 
diagnosed with the novel corona-
virus disease, 120 have recovered 
and two more remain in Kampong 
Chhnang and Banteay Meanchey 
provincial hospitals.

On May 4, Ministry of Health 
data showed one suspected case 
but confirmation on its status has 
yet to be made.

The authorities are also following 
up on 10 contacts who travelled on 
the same flight with a Cambodian 
student who was tested positive for 
Covid-19 while on transit in South 
Korea. The contacts continued 
their journey back to Cambodia 
and were quarantined for 14 days 
upon arrival. 

Fortunately, there have been no 
fatalities, thus far.

With no new cases recently, the 
Cambodian situation has rallied 
curiosity. More so because neither 
travel restrictions nor closures of 
high-risk centres were instituted till 
later, despite exposure to foreign 
tourists and Chinese nationals who 
had travelled to China and back.

Even test results on a fraction of 
90,000 Cambodian migrant work-
ers to Thailand who flooded back 
to the Kingdom in the middle of 
last month returned negative.

The same negative outcome was 
recorded following tests on a small 
number of 30,000 factory workers 
who flouted the travel ban during the 
Khmer New Year in April to return to 
their provinces for the celebration.

The ministry, which has formed 
nearly 3,000 rapid response teams 
comprising officers from the medi-
cal and public health services, and 
the Communicable Disease Con-
trol Department, claims to have 
remarkable on-ground intelligence 
to sniff out people with Covid-19 
symptoms in communes through-
out the Kingdom.

“The teams are able to find sus-
pected cases based on good feed-
back and surveillance by the 
authorities and local net-
works. They have a very 
good system going,” 
said World Health 
O r g a n i s a t i o n 
country repre-
s e n -

tative Dr Li Ailan.
However, Cambodia tests only those 

with symptoms, unlike Vietnam and 
South Korea which managed to con-
tain the spread of the new coronavirus 
through mass testing.

As of May 7, 2020, some 12,929 
tests had been conducted, averag-
ing 795 persons per one million 
population, ministry data showed.

The total test figure most likely 
includes re-tests, which negates 
the actual number of the popula-
tion tested. Attempts for confirma-
tion with ministry spokesman Ly 
Sovann went unanswered.

Still, the confirmed numbers 
might be small to derive any con-
clusion for now, said a general 
practitioner based in Australia af-
ter looking at the Covid-19 figures 
here.

“Because, unless the Cambo-
dian government tests hundreds 
of thousand of their residents for 
Covid-19, we will not know the real 
numbers of positive cases,” said Dr 
Deelan Vaz whose surgery in Perth, 
Western Australia has actively re-
ferred numerous patients with 
Covid-19 symptoms for tests.

Back home, the ministry has repeat-
edly said it has adequate test kits to 
last till September under three risk 
scenarios – low, medium and high.

When checked, it was learnt that 
the ministry only has 30,000 test 
kits in its inventory. Granted, it 
aims to beef up its medical arse-
nal with a $30 million allocation as 
well as an $800 million to $2 billion 
fiscal stimulus plan.

But the issue of the global short-
age of test kits and swabs has been 
daunting.

Having said that, and regard-
less of r e p o r t -
i n g s t y l e , 

Cambodia has managed to keep 
its numbers down at around seven 
confirmed cases per one million 
population, data on worldometers.
info/coronavirus showed. This has 
placed it among Vietnam (271 cases) 
and Laos (19 cases) which rank low 
on confirmed cases and zero deaths 
in Southeast Asia.

In contrast, country-specific data 
as of May 7, 2020, revealed that 
Thailand had 2,992 confirmed cas-
es, 2,772 recoveries and 55 deaths, 
whereas Malaysia registered 6,467 
positive infections, 4,776 recover-
ies and 107 deaths.

Around the world, Covid-19 cases 
totalled 3.8 million with 265,668 
deaths. Some 1.3 million have re-
covered.

Five clusters, two unresolved
Predictions are that the King-

dom will possibly experience a 
substantial Covid-19 outbreak 
because of the “extremely” 
large number of mainland 

Chinese tour-
ists, 

business 
travellers and 

residents in the coun-
try.

Till late February, 25 
direct flights per day ar-
rived from 21 Chinese cit-

ies in Cambodia. Although 
the Kingdom did not ban 

Chinese flights, the Chinese 

government suspended flights to and 
from Wuhan on January 23.

The novel coronavirus outbreak 
in Wuhan was first detected in ear-
ly January before it spread within 
weeks to other parts of China, and 
progressively to other parts of the 
world within a month.

In Cambodia, it is believed that a 
certain number of Chinese nation-
als who went back to China for the 
Lunar New Year made it back to the 
Kingdom before the Chinese bor-
ders closed for travel.

The first case in Cambodia was 
reported on January 27 when a 
40-year-old Chinese national who 
came from China, was diagnosed 
with Covid-19 in Sihanoukville.

Since then, the Kingdom has re-
corded five clusters with a spike in 
early March. As of May 5, there has 
been a 98 per cent recovery rate but 
health officials continue to warn 
that the outbreak remains at an 
“alarming level” in Cambodia.

It explains the sinister feel in the 
air – the impending fear of a second 
wave which could be triggered by 
community transmissions, shift-
ing from the present predominant 
classification of “sporadic via im-
ported cases”.

“Because the high transmission is 
ongoing in other countries, impor-
tation of cases is risky to us, which 
can trigger a second wave,” Health 
Minister Mam Bun Heng said.

The five clusters consist of par-
ticipants of a Muslim gathering 
in Malaysia, Viking river cruise 
holidaymakers, French travellers 
in Sihanoukville, Diamond Island 
partygoers, and Star City Karaoke 
(Poi Pet) workers.

Of the 122 cases, 51 are Cambodi-
ans, 39 are French, Malaysians (13), 
British (five), Chinese (three), Viet-
namese (three), American (two), 
Indonesian (two), Canadian (two), 
Belgian (one), Swedish (one), and 
Congolese (one).

Three of the clusters are resolved 
as contact tracing and tests showed 
negative results. The remaining clus-
ters - Muslim gathering and Star City 
are unresolved as two patients while 
in stable condition, continue to un-
dergo tests.

At this juncture, it should be 
noted that two or three contacts 
of Phnom Penh’s Diamond Island 
cluster tested positive upon arriv-
al in China in April. Owing to the 
fact that they were tested in China, 
the numbers were not reflected in 
Cambodia to avoid duplicity in its 
reporting.

Within Cambodia though, six to 
seven persons including an infant 
linked to the cluster tested positive 
but have since been discharged 
from hospital.

What makes Cambodia special?
Nearly 42 per cent of the con-

firmed cases are Cambodians 
and nearly half of that were those 
linked to the Muslim gathering in 
Malaysia. The rest were sporadic.

Although there is no absolute 
scientific data to back evidence of 
low morbidity levels, experts sug-
gest several reasons why that could 
be the case including the nation’s 
unique disposition of not having 
been exposed to many viruses.

For instance, a cooler tempera-
ture range of 5C to 11C might play 
a role in the propagation of the new 
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Is this a lull before the storm?

Prof Dr. Chhea Chhorvann. Facebook

While most countries are in various stages of the covid-19 pandemic, cambodia has had no new 
cases in over three weeks. but the kingdom is holding its breath in preparation for what is to come 
if it comes, as the continuous negative test results are no guarantee that cambodia is off the hook

Note: This report is developed by Communicable Disease Control Department, Ministry of Health with the support of the United 
States Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Institut Pasteur du Cambodge, and the World Health Organization. 
 
 

Figure 2: Age pyramid of confirmed and probable COVID-19 cases 
 

 

Overseas acquired cases are reported to have potentially acquired infection in eight countries; France (37), 
Malaysia (34), Thailand (5), Vietnam (3), China (1), Austria (1), England (1), Japan (1), with two unclear. 
There are twelve nationalities among cases; Cambodian (51), French (39), Malaysian (13), British (5), Chinese 
(3), Vietnamese (3), American (2), Indonesian (2), Canadian (2), Belgian (1), Swedish (1), Congolese (1). 
Confirmed cases have been diagnosed in 13 provinces (see map).   

 



coronavirus, as deemed by the in-
ternational coalition of medical vi-
rologists – Global Virus Network.

This might be a stretch but Cambo-
dia’s tropical climatic conditions with 
temperatures ranging between 21C  
and 35C could reduce the propensity 
of a robust spread of Covid-19.

“We are debating whether the 
weather and lack of exposure to vi-
ruses and bacteria have some effect 
on the probability of transmission.

“That might explain why immu-
nity is high or why Cambodians 
do not show severe symptoms,” 
opined National Institute of Pub-
lic Health (NIPH) director Prof Dr 
Chhea Chhorvann (pictured, left).

Of course, other hypotheses ex-
plain this predicament.

An article, “Why are Indians hav-
ing lower incidence of infections 
and deaths due to Covid-19 virus?” 
by Mumbai-based Shalby Hospital’s 
precision oncology and research 
department director Purvish Parikh 
and three others, published in the 
Indian Journal of Medical Sciences 
in March, cited three “stakeholders” 
in any infection. They consist of the 
infective agent, the human host, 
and the environment, in which it 
can proliferate outside the host.

Past experiences indicate that such 
viruses undergo rapid mutation and 
several variants are generally circu-
lated in different geographical re-
gions. At least two strains had been 
reported in China.

“The human host in Covid-19 pan-
demics seems to behave differently 
in various geographies [with respect 
to incidence and mortality].

“While China reported an overall 
mortality of 5.8 per cent among its 
infected patients in Wuhan, it was 
significantly lower [1.5 per cent] for 
South Korea [which did extensive 
testing] and 10.6 per cent in Italy, 
the highest figure so far.

“Some of these differences could 
be attributed to the criteria used to 
report Covid-19 deaths [some coun-
tries do not report deaths due to 
Covid-19 if the patient had any other 
comorbidities]” the writers noted.

The article questioned whether 
differences in adaptive immunity 
between developing countries and 
the Western world could be behind 
the lower mortality in India and 
Asian countries in general.

It pointed out that viral ribonu-
cleic acid (RNA) associated with 
malaria plasmodium (malaria 
parasite) may have sensitised the 
immune system in people living in 
malaria-endemic areas.

“This might have conferred pro-
tection due to pre-existing immu-
nity, which protects a significant 
number of people in countries like 
India from serious consequences 
of Covid-19 exposure,” it said.

Perhaps a correlation could be 
drawn to Cambodia where malaria 
transmission is endemic in 21 out 
of 25 provinces with more than 

half the population (about 8.6 mil-
lion people) still at risk.

Although the number of cases 
(both confirmed and clinically 
diagnosed) fell to 56,271 cases in 
2014 from 113,855 cases in 2004, 
it indicates the prevalence of the 
mosquito-borne virus in rural 
provinces. According to the Malar-
ia Elimination Action Framework 
(2016-2020), Cambodia aims to be 
malaria-free by 2025.

NIPH’s Chhea did not entirely 
dismiss the hypothesis relating 
to the antibody immunisation 
from malaria as well as the Bacille 
Calmette-Guérin (BCG) vaccine 
that is used against tuberculosis 
and leprosy when asked to com-
ment on the Indian article that 
touched on an ongoing study to 
document the effect of BCG vac-
cination in mitigating Covid-19 
exposure.

The writers also suggested that 
some evidence from the study 
could serve to protect those who 
received it through the T cell-me-
diated immunity pathway.

Chhea acknowledged that there 
was high exposure to immunisa-
tion such as BCG vaccination in 
Cambodia, which started during 
his generation in the 1970s.

“The virus is very new, so scientists 
[are still learning] about its nature. 
Our immunity might be fighting 
against the virus but the hypothesis 
[on BCG vaccine] has not been prov-
en so far,” he conceded.

Relatively low population density
Cambodia has a population of 

15.3 million people as of March 
3, 2019, according to a census by 
the National Institute of Statistics 
(NIS). Of the figure, the central 
plains have the most number of 
people at 7.5 million, with Phnom 
Penh hosting 2.1 million of them.
Some 2.3 million people live in 
Kandal and Prey Veng provinces, 
NIS data showed.

The Tonle Sap is the second most 
populated region where some 4.8 
million people or 31.4 per cent of 
Cambodians live, The rest of the 
population is spread out in the re-

maining part of the country, which is 
largely rural.

The country’s relatively low 
population density may be one fac-
tor that has protected it from an 
outbreak, indicated an infectious 
disease expert at the US Naval Ad-
vanced Medical Research Unit-2 
based in Cambodia.

The hypothesis, made in an inter-
nal US Embassy in Cambodia docu-
ment sighted by The Post, noted that 
only 20 per cent of the population 
lived in urban areas and that the 
population density, which is about 
212 people per square mile (2.9 sq 
km), ranked 118th in the world.

“Even in Phnom Penh, Cambodia’s 
capital and most densely populated 
city, there are only 8,120 people per 
square mile, considerably lower 
than cities like Bangkok (13,700) and 
Jakarta (40,400),” the expert said.

The expert also cited the apparent 
lack of modern infrastructure and 
relatively few large-scale, enclosed 
public gathering places, as well as 
few shopping malls with centra-
lised air conditioning that has the 
potential of circulating respiratory 
droplets as possible reasons for the 
low transmission rate.

“While Phnom Penh has some 
public buses, it does not have a 
network of trains or subways that 
force people into crowded, en-
closed spaces.

“Instead of modern mass trans-
portation, the majority of Cam-
bodians often rely on motorcycles 
and small open-air vehicles [tuk-
tuks] with constant air circulation 
that hampers transmission of the 
virus,” the expert wrote.

New strains, a new dimension
So far, seeing the number of con-

firmed cases, tests conducted and 
the complacency adopted by Cam-
bodians, a second wave perpetu-
ated by community transmission 
could happen.

The ministry’s apprehension is 

apparent in the continued closure 
of schools, entertainment outlets 
and gyms, and the repeated warn-
ings to people to remain vigilant, 
and practice social distancing and 
good hygiene.

“Until now, we are still able to re-
spond to the need for tests and have 
controlled the situation well. At the 
same time, we have also expanded 
the criteria to test those with 37.5C 
temperature [if they show Covid-19 
symptoms] in order to cover more 
areas,” said Chhea.

But he too acknowledged the per-
plexing predicament of zero cases 
for over three weeks.

“We’re trying to ensure that test-
ing is not [about] having no cases 
but rather identifying the right 
clusters. We need to learn from 
Singapore, so we don’t miss out any 
clusters or sub-groups.

“There are five clusters now. May-
be there are sub-groups that we 
[may have] missed. We might have 
traced every case but we are afraid 
that somehow, somewhere, some-
one is infected and stays in a closed 
cluster and we have not reached 
them yet,” Chhea said.

In a pandemic situation, the 
infection can potentially spread 
throughout the population.

“Looking at the chart in Cambo-
dia since March, it is possible that 
some countries including Cambo-
dia is waiting for another outbreak 
in a few weeks,” said Dr Vaz.

If that does not happen, then 
once international travel resumes, 
it will open another dimension to 
the pandemic.

“One important result of that will 
be that different strains [of Covid 
-19], for example, A, B or C will 
start spreading between countries. 
Therefore, mildly affected coun-
tries might be affected severely in 
such a scenario.

“There are many possibilities 
that could play out over the next six 
to 12 months,” he opined.
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The plot below shows the number of surveillance samples tested at Institut Pasteur du Cambodge 
each day for SARS-CoV-2 and the test results. 

 
 

Calls to 115 Hotline  

Trend in all calls to 115 hotline since 15 March. 
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Ministry of Health 

Surveillance Report – COVID-19 
 
Report Number: 48 
Date of Report: 04/05/2020 

Highlights 
 There have been no new confirmed cases since 11APR2020. 
 A new Suspect Case definition has been drafted by the CCDC and 

submitted to the MOH for approval. 
 Two Joint Surveillance Teams will travel to Preah Sihanouk and 

Banteay Meanchey this week to provide support in sample collection, 
private clinic outreach, and public hospital triage systems. 

Confirmed Cases* 
To date (04/05/2020), there have been 122 confirmed cases and 1 probable cases of COVID-19; 85 linked to 
overseas travel, 38 locally acquired linked to cases confirmed in Cambodia or abroad.  
 
Figure 1: Confirmed and probable cases of COVID-19 by acquisition status and date of positive test, 
beginning 03 March 2020   

 
 
 
 

Contacts 
Counts of COVID-19 confirmed case contacts currently under follow-up, by location of contact (if 
available) or case (if contact location not available).  

Location Current Contacts 
# Total (# high risk) 

Contacts Reached Today 
# Total (# high risk) 

Contacts Not Reached 
for 2+ days 

# Total (# high risk) 
Phnom Penh 9 (0) 9 (0) 0 (0) 
Siem Reap 1 (0) 1 (0) 0 (0) 
Total 10 (0) 10 (0) 0 (0) 

 

Cumulative (New) 
Confirmed           : 122 (0) 
Probable           : 1 
Deaths                 : 0  
 
Current Contacts 
Total number           : 10  
High risk           : 0 
 
 
 
 
 

Confirmed and probable cases of COVID-19 by acquisition status and date of 
positive test, beginning 03 March 2020

Note: This report is developed by Communicable Disease Control Department, Ministry of Health with the support of the United 
States Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Institut Pasteur du Cambodge, and the World Health Organization. 
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Number of tests performed at Institut Pasteur du Cambodge
Number of person testd : 7801
Number of confirmed cases : 122

Number of tests performed at Institut Pasteur du Cambodge: 12209
Number of persons tested : 7801
Number of confirmed cases : 122
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Business
USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,106 1.4091 7.092 106.40 4.3245 1.4190 32.41 0.6455 1.0791 1.2364

May Kunmakara

maLaySIa-listed Gunung 
Capital Bhd, an investment 
holding company involved 
primarily in chartering out 
land-based transportation 
assets, is looking to acquire a 
20 per cent stake in a Cambo-
dian financial institution.

malaysian media outlet Ber-
nama reported on Wednesday 
that the management of the 
company has been invited by 
promoters of a yet-to-be-is-
sued, fully fledged commercial 
banking licence in Cambodia 
to evaluate a proposal to par-
ticipate in.

It said the company manage-
ment is currently in advanced 
discussions regarding the 
allowable equity participation 
in financial institutions. The 
parties are also in advanced 
discussions on other qualita-
tive and quantitative require-
ments, such as governance 
issues, imposed by the relevant 
authorities in the Kingdom on 
foreign equity participation.

“at this stage of evaluation 
and discussions, the company 
cannot confirm the amount of 
the investment value involved,” 
Bernama reported the com-
pany as saying in a filing with 
the malaysian stock exchange, 
Bursa malaysia.

“Upon completion of the 
evaluation of the proposal, 
and [that] the prospective 
yield of such an equity invest-
ment is strongly beneficial to 
the company, then the man-

agement will seek a meaning-
ful equity participation of at 
least a 20 per cent equity stake 
to maximise on this invest-
ment opportunity,” it said.

The Post could not reach 
National Bank of Cambodia 
(NBC) director-general Chea 
Serey for comment on Thursday.

Bernama also reported that 
Gunung is potentially looking 
to unlock the value of the 
bank through a listing on the 
C a m b o d i a  S e c u r i t i e s 
Exchange. Gunung said it was 
premature to conclude that a 
listing exercise in Cambodia 
is the company’s only option 
to unlock the value of an 
equity investment.

“This option is obviously a 
long-term strategy given the 
current infancy stage of the 
commercial bank proposal and 
the un-concluded evaluation of 
the proposal, and would require 
the necessary approvals from 
relevant authorities in Cambo-
dia to list on the stock exchange,” 
Gunung was quoted as saying.

as of the end of last year, the 
Kingdom has 46 commercial 
banks, 15 specialised banks 
and 82 microfinance institu-
tions (mFIs). There are also 
248 rural credit operators, 15 
leasing companies and 20 pay-
ment service providers, said 
the NBC annual Report 2019.

Banks’ outstanding loan 
portfolio reached $24.5 billion 
last year while deposits stood 
at $25.5 billion. among mFIs, 
loans reached $7.2 billion and 
deposits $3.9 billion, it said.

SmE Bank’s capital hits $150m
Thou Vireak 

T
HE state-owned Small 
and medium Enter-
prise Bank of Cam-
bodia (SmE Bank) has 

expanded its capital from $100 
million to nearly $150 million, 
industry insider Te Taingpor 
said on Thursday.

Taingpor, president of the 
Federation of associations for 
Small and medium Enterprise 
of Cambodia, was speaking at 
a press conference at the Office 
of the Council of ministers.

He said the additional capital 
was jointly funded by 33 banks 
and microfinance institutions 
(mFIs), of which Prince Bank 
Plc provided $10 million and 
Vattanac Bank Plc $20 million.

Small and medium-sized en-
terprises (SmEs) can borrow 
$200,000 for working capital 
and $300,000 for investment 
capital from the bank, at a seven 
per cent annual interest rate and 
a payback period of not more 
than four years, said the minis-
try of Economy and Finance.

although the SmE Bank is 
currently unable to provide 
services to its customers, 
SmEs can apply for a loan 
from its 33 participating in-
stitutions, said Taingpor.

“On behalf of SmEs, I re-
quest that the payback period 
be extended to six years so 
that enterprise owners have 
enough time,” he said.

On april 23, Prasac microfi-
nance Institution Ltd (Prasac) 
executive vice president Say 
Sony said the SmE Co-financ-
ing Scheme is a partnership 
between Prasac and SmE Bank 
– on behalf of the government.

He said it aims to provide 
low-interest loans to SmEs and 
build up priority sectors – man-
ufacturing and handicrafts, 
curb imports while satisfying 
domestic demand, and create 
employment opportunities.

“SmEs in need of working 
capital can apply for a loan 
under the scheme at their 
nearest Prasac branch from 
now on,” he said.

meanwhile, Prince Bank 
has joined the incentive and 
has partnered with SmE Bank 
to provide loans to SmEs un-
der the scheme.

On april 27, it said: “The 
scheme provides SmE loans 
for capital expenditures and 
working capital with a special 
interest rate of seven per cent 
per annum, and for a maxi-

mum term of four years.
“SmEs that do not qualify 

can still work with Prince 
Bank staff and apply for a 
business loan.”

Chhea Layhy, director of the 
General Department of Small 
and medium Enterprises and 
Handicraft under the ministry 
of Industry, Science, Technol-
ogy and Innovation, told a press 
conference that the scheme is 
focused on key priority areas, 
including manufacturing, ser-
vices, agriculture and trade.

“although the SmE Bank 
was officially launched early 
in april, it has not been able to 
go into operation immediate-
ly. as far as I know, the bank is 
planning to start operating of-
ficially in august,” he said.

a survey by the industry 

ministry of 71 enterprises 
in the Kingdom found they 
needed assistance in market 
research, service develop-
ment, packaging, technology, 
human resources, access to 
labour and finance, business 
registration and taxation, 
among others, as well to im-
prove hygiene standards.

The finance ministry de-
fines ‘small enterprises’ as 
those with an annual revenue 
turnover of between 250 and 
700 million riel ($62,500 and 
$175,000) or has between 10 
and 50 employees.

meanwhile, a ‘medium en-
terprise’ has an annual rev-
enue turnover of between 700 
million and four billion riel or 
has between 51 and 100 em-
ployees.

asia equities back in red as virus economic reality bites
aSIaN markets dropped on 
Thursday as the economic 
reality of the coronavirus crisis 
became even starker, and 
Sino-US relations soured, 
overshadowing recent opti-
mism over the easing of lock-
down measures.

With countries from asia-
Pacific to Europe and US states 
reopening their shattered 
economies, global equities 
have enjoyed a strong revival 
after crashing in march, with 
oil also getting much-needed 
support from hopes for a pick-
up in demand.

But a slew of monumentally 
bad data has highlighted the 
struggle governments face is 
reigniting economies, with 
hundreds of millions of people 
left jobless and countless com-
panies going under or on the 
brink.

On Thursday, the Bank of 
England said it expects Britain’s 
economic output to crash 14 
per cent this year, while data 
showed France’s industrial out-

put collapsed 16.2 per cent in 
march on a monthly basis.

China presented a mixed bag 
of trade data, with exports show-
ing a surprise jump in exports 
but imports tumbling. While the 
rise in overseas shipments was 
welcome, observers said it was 
partly boosted by sales of medi-
cal equipment and much worse 
figures were to be expected over 
the coming months.

That came a day after pay-
rolls firm automatic Data 
Processing Inc (aDP) said the 
US private sector lost 20.2 mil-
lion jobs last month alone, 
sending shivers through mar-
kets, days ahead of the release 
of a key government report 
that is forecast to show a his-
toric fall in employment.

The European Commission 
forecast the eurozone econo-
my would shrink 7.7 per cent 
this year, while India reported 
its crucial service sector – 
which makes up more than 
half of its gross domestic prod-
uct – collapsed last month.

“Sentiment appears to be 
shifting lower as the scope of 
shutdowns and travel restric-
tions are giving rise to eco-
nomic uncertainty, which is 
gradually retaking hold, even 
more so ahead of what’s bound 
to be a dreary [US jobs] report 
on Friday,” said axiCorp’s 
Stephen Innes.

after losses in Europe as well 
as the Dow and S&P 500 on 

Wall Street, asia turned red.
Hong Kong slipped 0.7 per 

cent and Shanghai eased 0.2 
per cent, while mumbai 
dropped 0.9 per cent and 
Bangkok shed more than one 
per cent. Sydney eased 0.4 per 
cent and Seoul was flat. The 
Cambodia Securities Exchange 
index climbed 1.94 per cent.

But Tokyo, which was return-
ing after an extended holiday 

weekend, ended 0.2 per cent 
higher, while there were also 
gains in Wellington and Tai-
wan as well as manila despite 
data showing the Philippines 
economy shrunk in the first 
quarter for the first time in 
more than two decades.

In early trade, London, Paris 
and Frankfurt were on the 
front foot.

‘Lasting effects’
“We remain concerned about 

the potential for the pandemic 
to have lasting effects on 
growth,” Ron Temple of Lazard 
asset management LLC said.

“Countries and companies 
are likely to exit the crisis with 
significantly higher debt, cur-
tailing their ability to invest 
and innovate.”

Investors are growing increas-
ingly worried about rising ten-
sions between China and the 
US after President Donald 
Trump and Secretary of State 
mike Pompeo hit out at Bei-
jing’s handling of the pandem-

ic, accusing it of a cover-up.
China has hit back, saying the 

White House is telling lies for 
domestic purposes, and the row 
has fanned worries the eco-
nomic superpowers will renew 
their trade war that hammered 
global markets last year.

The Financial Times, citing 
officials in Washington, report-
ed that Trump is looking into 
stepping up sanctions on Chi-
na with curbs on supply chains 
and investment flows.

Such moves would endanger 
a fragile truce between the two 
sides that was agreed late last 
year and which brought some 
stability to the global economy 
after almost two years of tariff 
bickering.

Oanda’s Edward moya said: 
“Trump expects China to live 
up to their end of the trade 
deal and that seems to have no 
chance of happening because 
of Covid-19.”

Oil prices sank, extending 
Wednesday’s losses that ended 
a five-day rally. AFP

malaysia investment 
firm eyes opportunity 
in Cambodian finance

Federation of Associations for Small and Medium Enterprise of Cambodia president Te Taingpor speaks at a 
press conference at the Office of the Council of Ministers on Thursday. HONG MENEA

Markets have been rallying as lockdowns that emptied many global 
cities begin to be lifted. AFP



Pestech to list IPO 
on CSX this year

Pestech (cambodia) Ltd (PcL), 
a subsidiary of Malaysia-based 
Pestech International Bhd, plans 

to list an initial public offering (IPO) on the 
nascent cambodia securities exchange 
(csX) this year to build the company’s op-
erations and reputation in the Kingdom. 

PcL has clinched three electricity infra-
structure contracts to date in the Kingdom 
– the 230kV/500kV sihanoukville-Bek 
chan (Phnom Penh) transmission line, 
the 115kV siem Reap-Oddar Meanchey 
transmission line and the 230kV Kampong 
cham-Kratie transmission line.

Malaysian media outlet the edge 
Markets on tuesday quoted PcL ceO and 
executive director Paul Lim Pay chuan 
as saying the company has identified its 
cornerstone investors and the IPO – ini-
tially proposed in February 2016 – should 
materialise by the middle of this year.

“It took us a fair bit of time because we 
are trying to get industry players who 
can add value to our business operations 
in cambodia to become our investors, 
rather than just finding normal financial 
investors,” Lim was quoted as saying.

he said the paperwork is being finalised 
and the IPO is pending final approval, before 
adding that the main objective of the IPO is 
not to raise funds but to raise PcL’s profile.

“We believe these cornerstone inves-
tors could help us grow in cambodia and 
the Indochina region. We hope to retain 
an 80 per cent stake in PcL at the end of 
the listing exercise. the rest will be held 
by the cornerstone investors and public 
investors,” said Lim.

On thursday, csX confirmed that PcL 
is set to list on the bourse soon.

Upon listing, it is expected to be worth 
about $60 million in terms of market cap-
italisation, reported the edge Markets. 
the company plans to raise fresh capital 
of about $10 million. May KunMaKara
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International tourist port in Kep on 
track for completion, says governor
Hin Pisei 

T
HE renovation of the international tourist 
port in Kep province is about 30 per cent 
complete, with construction scheduled to 
be completed by the end of the year, provin-

cial governor Ken Satha told The Post on Thursday.
He said the $1 million renovation is going smooth-

ly. “The port will play a vital role in enhancing the 
lives of the locals and bring tourists from neighbour-
ing countries and Cambodians who want to visit Kep 
province, and possibly further boost seafood sales.

“We are currently constructing a standard tour-
ism port that will allow modern ships with 200-300 
passengers from neighbouring countries such as 
Vietnam and Thailand to dock,” said Satha.

He said the port was built by the government in the 
early 1990s to serve local communities only.

Once the port is repaired, he said, the province 
will see a surge in tourists as the provincial author-
ities works on a master plan to develop the infra-
structure and facilities in a number of target tour-
ism areas – such as islands and along the coast.

Provincial Department of Public Works and 
Transport director mam Touch said the port, lo-
cated across the Chhak Kep bay from Koh Tonsay 
island (also known as Rabbit island), is 3,400sqm 
and has been renovated by the ministry of Public 
Works and Transport.

Cambodia association of Travel agents president 
Chhay Sivlin said the province not only offers beau-
tiful beaches and a beautiful environment with 
mangrove forest areas, but also fresh seafood.

She said the port will go far in promoting the 
area as a tourist destination once sea tours can 
be organised.

as the number of tourists dwindles in the King-
dom and across the world, the ministry of Tourism 
continues to prepare new policies to strengthen 
the sector’s attractiveness, particularly keeping 
the price of tourism-related services down.

On Tuesday, provincial governor Satha told a 
press conference at the Office of the Council of 
ministers that a 7km road along the provincial 
coast is under construction, which will link to 
other provinces and will eventually stretch from 
Thailand to Vietnam.

He said the beach road in the province will be com-
pleted this year using the government budget. as of 
now, 40 per cent had been completed and he expects 
the province would get financing from the asian De-
velopment Bank (aDB) to complete the rest.

“This road has started with the construction of 
a cement base. We will cooperate with aDB and 
the ministry of Public Works and Transport on 
the project and continue to the Prek Chak border 
crossing in Kampot province,” Satha said.

He said the road construction was initiated by 
Prime minister Hun Sen. The road runs along the 
beach and is 18m wide. It will stretch from Prek 
Chak to the border of Vietnam.

Kep provincial Department of Public Works and 
Transport director mam Touch told The Post that 
the total length of the coastal road in Kep is 14km. 
He said the 7km mentioned is for local commuters.

“It is the first road in the province to stretch 
from [the port across from] Rabbit Island to Kon 
Beach,” Touch said. However, he said he was un-
aware of the cost to build it.

a Kep provincial administration progress report 
said the coastal province welcomed 1,747,622 tour-
ists last year. Prior to the Covid-19 outbreak, it was 
projected to receive two million tourists this year.

Kep province welcomed 1,747,622 tourists last year. Prior to the Covid-19 outbreak, it was projected to receive two 
million tourists this year. HOnG MEnEa
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The taste that was once 
reserved for kings and 
emperors has found a 
place on the palates of 

affluent young Cambodians.
The Kingdom has seen a 

steady 17.8 per cent increase in 
imports of caviar since 2014 – 
reflecting more than a growing 
appetite for the luxurious fare 
– it also signals the rise of a 
new generation of Cambodian 
elites.  

Bernard Matter, CeO of 
Caviar & Traditions, told The 
Post that the bulk of his clien-
tele are the privileged offspring 
of established families who 
have acquired new tastes while 
travelling or studying abroad. 

“Our customers have  
exquisite tastes and are of a 
certain echelon of society so 
they acquired the taste for 
caviar through varying life 
experiences.

“When we first started the 
business, we had to be patient 
because we were really starting 
from zero. The main chal-
lenge was not that people were 
unaware of caviar, instead it 
was maturing the market and 
reaching the right people with 
the right product,” said Matter. 

Caviar & Tradition entered 
the local market in 2017 under 
the Asia Gourmet (Cambodia) 
Co Ltd banner and secured 
itself as exclusive distributor 
of Comptoir du Caviar Paris in 
Southeast Asia and Bollinger 
Champagne in Cambodia.

Not only were the major-
ity of Caviar & Traditions’ 
clientele coveting the sturgeon 
roe, but they were already well 
aware of Comptoir du Caviar, 
according to Matter.

Therefore, once the company 
began sourcing the real thing 

from Paris, it was just a matter 
of time before word spread 
among the Kingdom’s “blue 
book”.

“however, this is a very 
niche market that we have 
tapped into, so we are ideally 
placed in the industry because 
not only is there no one  
equal to us in terms of our 
products and services, there 
isn’t room for them either,” 
said Matter. 

home deliveries dominate 
some 70 per cent of Caviar & 
Traditions’ business so the firm 
often trains household staff on 
how to present the dish. 

The company has experi-
enced 40 per cent growth in 
business over the last year, 

largely due to innovating the 
conventional distribution mod-
el and fostering one-on-one 
relationships, and delivering 
goods directly to customers. 

Caviar, or sturgeon roe, is 
prized due to its scarcity and 
opulent history, with many 
considering it among the most 
lavish foods in the world.

Matter is discreet regarding 
his clientele and guards his 
stock of caviar as though it 
were the French Treasury. 

There is a good reason for 
it – prices range from $35 
for 20g of Baerii caviar from 
Poland to $389 for the famed 
beluga caviar from Iran.

As Caviar & Traditions aims 
to supplement its Champagne 

menu with additional options, 
Matter stressed that his main 
concern is bringing a unique 
offering to his clients. 

“Things have changed 
drastically over the past few 
years and Cambodia is not the 
same as it was before. each 
day tastes are becoming more 
refined, and our customers are 
becoming more discerning,” 
he said.

The company’s catalogue 
offers a range of products to 
heighten the gastronomic ex-
perience, from Cuban cigars to 
bespoke crystal caviar chillers 
and mother of pearl spoons, 
which represent the “tradi-
tions” in the firm’s name. 

Caviar & Traditions is ey-

ing selling up to 1,500 bottles 
of Bollinger Champagne this 
year, which is no small feat 
considering the famed chateau 
consciously limits the num-
ber of bottles available in the 
market. 

“The Bollinger Champagne 
house limits its production sig-
nificantly to ensure its criteria 
of only being composed of at 
least 85 per cent cru and grand 
cru wine. You can imagine that 
these bottles are very limited, 
and extremely sought after.

“There are few things in life 
that take you out of time and 
reality and transport you into a 
place of just pure pleasure, and 
Champagne with caviar is one 
of those,” said Matter. 
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Gourmet food player taps niche 
market by offering prized caviar
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”
We are ideally placed 
in the industry 
because not only is 
there no one equal 
to us in terms of our 
products and services, 
there is no room for 
them either

Bernard matter / ceO

CeO Bernard matter (right) and beverage manager Gregoire Serrell d’angely (left). a tin of beluga caviar.

Cambodia has seen a steady increase in caviar imports since 2014.

Caviar & traditions provides home delivery of luxurious fare.
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One hundred thirty-two civil-
ians were killed last year in US 
global military operations, the 
army said on Wednesday, a 
number far lower than those 
published by nGOs.

The Department of Defence 
(DoD) “assesses that there were 
approximately 132 civilians 
killed and approximately 91 
civilians injured during 2019 as 
a result of US military opera-
tions in Iraq, Syria, afghanistan 
and Somalia”, the Pentagon 
said in an annual report man-
dated by the US Congress.

The report added that the 
DoD “did not identify any civil-

ian casualties resulting from 
US military operations in yem-
en and Libya” last year.

The most civilian victims 
were in afghanistan, with 108 
deaths and 75 injured, the 
Pentagon said.

In Iraq and Syria, the Penta-
gon took responsibility in the 
death of 22 civilians and the 
injury of another 13.

Only two civilians were killed 
and three injured in Somalia, 
said the military.

multiple nGOs regularly 
publish far higher death tolls 
of US strikes in war zones.

The nGO airwars, which 

tracks civilian victims of aerial 
bombardments around the 
world, estimated there were 
between 465 and 1,113 civilians 
killed in Syria alone by the US-
backed coalition last year. 

Daphne eviatar of the US 
chapter of amnesty Interna-
tional said: “The content of the 
report . . . suggests that the 
Pentagon is still undercount-
ing civilian casualties.

“These reports can be a cru-
cial accountability mechanism 
for thousands of families 
around the world waiting for 
justice, and a tool for transpar-
ency for everyone concerned 

about what is being carried out 
by the US military in its opera-
tions every year,” she said.

The american Civil Liberties 
Union also criticised the 
report. Its director Hina Sham-
si echoed that US President 
Donald Trump’s administra-
tion is “undercounting” the 
number of civilians killed or 
injured overseas.

“Compared to credible inde-
pendent media accounts and 
rights groups’ investigations, 
it is clear that the Pentagon’s 
investigations are still woe-
fully inadequate,” she said in 
a statement. AFP

Israel top court clears way for 
netanyahu to form next gov’t
I

SRaeL’S Supreme Court on 
Wednesday approved a 
coalition deal between 
Prime minister Benjamin 

netanyahu and his rival-turned-
ally Benny Gantz, paving the 
way for a unity government to 
be sworn in next week.

The alliance formed last 
month between the right-
wing incumbent and his cen-
trist challenger followed three 
inconclusive elections in less 
than a year.

Under the three-year deal, 
netanyahu will serve as prime 
minister for 18 months, with 
Gantz as his alternate, a new 
position in Israeli governance.

They will swap roles midway 
through the deal, with cabinet 
positions split between netan-
yahu’s Likud party and Gantz’s 
Blue and White alliance, as 
well as their respective allies.

Israel has been without a 
stable government since De-
cember 2018 and the deal of-
fers rare political stability as 
the country seeks to repair the 
economic damage wrought by 
the novel coronavirus, which 
has infected more than 16,000 
people in the country.

The pact’s opponents sought 
to torpedo it in court, arguing 
netanyahu should be barred 
from forming a government 
while under criminal indict-
ment and that certain provi-
sions in the agreement broke 
the law.

But the Supreme Court 
ruled that “there was no legal 
reason to prevent the forma-
tion of a government” led by 
netanyahu.

as the decision was de-
livered, Likud and Blue and 
White said in a joint statement 
that the new government 
would be sworn in on may 13.

netanyahu has been 
charged with accepting im-
proper gifts and illegally trad-
ing favours in exchange for 
positive media coverage.

He denies wrongdoing and 
his trial is set to start on may 24.

While Israeli law bars minis-
ters from serving while under 
indictment, there is no such 

law for prime ministers.
Opponents of the deal had 

argued at a court hearing 
this week that netanyahu is 
not currently a normal prime 
minister, but rather the care-
taker leader of a transitional 
administration who is a can-
didate to form a government.

They claimed he should be 
barred from doing so due to 
the charges against him.

The judges said that while 
they were not seeking “to dimin-
ish the severity of the charges 
against netanyahu”, they be-
lieved those could be addressed 
at his upcoming trial.

The deal’s opponents also 
mounted legal challenges 
against specific provisions 
in the Gantz-netanyahu 
agreement.

Those included the creation 
of a government with a three-
year mandate, instead of the 
traditional four, as well as a 
clause that defined the first six 
months of the government as 
an “emergency” phase tasked 
exclusively with confronting 
the pandemic.

Likud and Blue and White 
informed the court on Tues-

day that they would adjust 
certain provisions.

The justices said that while 
the coalition agreement “rais-
es significant legal difficul-
ties, we have decided there is 
no room to intervene”.

Israel’s attorney General av-
ichai mandelblit had advised 
the court that problematic 
clauses in the pact could be 
reviewed “at the implementa-
tion stage”.

Separately, lawmakers in 
Israel’s 120-seat had begun 
voting earlier on Wednesday 
on various bills to enact the 
coalition deal.

But individual votes were 
scheduled on each of the 
roughly 1,000 amendments 
proposed by the opposition, 
so a definitive outcome is not 
expected until Thursday.

The coalition appears to 
have the 61 votes needed for 
approval, counting Likud’s 
36 Knesset seats, the 15 con-
trolled by Gantz and ultra-
Orthodox lawmakers who 
support netanyahu.

assuming the deal passes, 
parliament would then ask 
President Reuven Rivlin to 

give netanyahu a formal man-
date to form a government.

With a presidential man-
date, netanyahu would then 
be able to finalise his coali-
tion, including ongoing hag-
gling over cabinet jobs.

Former Gantz ally yair Lapid, 
poised to become parliament’s 
opposition leader, blasted what 
he termed an excessive focus 
on ministerial positions.

“a single mother with two 
children who lives in a rented 
apartment and lost her job will 
be on the street next month” 
because of the pandemic, Lapid 
said. “That’s what we should be 
dealing with, not which politi-
cian gets which job.”

The same day, defence min-
ister naftali Bennett issued 
building permits for 7,000 
new homes in a settlement 
near Bethlehem in the occu-
pied West Bank, sparking Pal-
estinian condemnation.

The ministry indicated that 
the land would allow the cre-
ation of a new neighbour-
hood called Givat eitam.

“Construction momentum 
should not be stopped for a 
moment,” said Bennett. AFP

China says backs 
WHO probe into 
coronavirus origin
CHIna’S ministry of Foreign 
affairs said on Wednesday that 
the country stands ready to 
continue close cooperation 
with the World Health Organi-
sation (WHO) to find the origin 
of the novel coronavirus that 
causes Covid-19, but it firmly 
opposes any political manipu-
lation under the guise of an 
investigation of its origin.

China supports reviews of 
the Covid-19 pandemic at an 
appropriate time, ministry 
spokeswoman Hua Chunying 
told a news conference.

Such reviews are to promote 
international health coopera-
tion, improve global public 
health governance and support 
developing countries in 
enhancing their health systems 
so that the world can be better 
prepared for similar challenges 
in the future, said Hua.

“What we firmly object to is 
an inquiry into the pandemic 
that presumes China’s guilt.

“The issue of the origin is a 
scientific and professional 
one, and the work should be 
consigned to scientists and 
experts in disease control and 
prevention,” she said, adding 
that such an investigation 
should be led by scientists.

In trying to hold China 
accountable for the pandemic 
and demanding that China 

pay compensation, some peo-
ple in the US have “talked non-
sense” by claiming that the 
virus was “made in China” or 
“spread by China”, while scien-
tists are still working to deter-
mine the origin of the novel 
coronavirus, Hua said.

The WHO on Tuesday said a 
report that Covid-19 had 
emerged in December in 
France – sooner than previ-
ously thought – was “not sur-
prising”, and the agency urged 
countries to investigate any 
suspicion of other early cases, 
reported Reuters.

also,  northjersey.com 
reported that a mayor in new 
Jersey said he believes he was 
sick with the novel coronavi-
rus in november.

Hua said the reports show 
that the origin of the virus may 
be diversified.

Having maintained close com-
munication with the WHO in an 
open, transparent and responsi-
ble manner, China supports the 
organisation in conducting sci-
entific research into the virus’ 
origin based on all reports avail-
able, said the spokeswoman.

Gauden Galea, the WHO’s 
representative in China, said on 
Tuesday that “all the currently 
available evidence suggests that 
the virus is naturally occurring 

rather than manipulated or 
constituted by a human”, 
reported Xinhua news agency.

Hua also said the Chinese 
people will never agree to Wash-
ington’s attempt to deflect blame 
for the pandemic to China.

Late last month, ministry 
spokesman Geng Shuang 
refuted claims made by US 
Secretary of State mike Pom-
peo’s that “wildlife wet markets 
may have played a critical role 
in the spread of the Covid-19 
pandemic”, reported Xinhua.

noting that there are no so-
called “wildlife wet markets” 
in China, Geng said it is more 
common to find farmers’ mar-
kets, as well as seafood and live 
poultry markets that sell agri-
cultural products. They are not 
wildlife trading markets.

Such markets are not exclu-
sive to China, he said, but are 
found in many Southeast 
asian countries and develop-
ing countries and are closely 
intertwined with the liveli-
hoods of the locals.

“International law does not 
impose restrictions on the 
opening and operation of such 
markets . . . China has legislated 
a comprehensive ban on the 
illegal activities of hunting, trad-
ing, transportation and con-
sumption of wild animals.

“The sale of wildlife at farmers’ 

markets and seafood markets is 
illegal in China and punishable 
by law once found,” Xinhua 
quoted Geng as saying.

meanwhile, Chinese acad-
emy of Sciences subsidiary 
Wuhan Institute of Virology 
remains firm that Huang yan-
ling, a graduate of the institute, 
was not the first person infect-
ed with the virus, nor has she 
ever been infected.

The institute originally made 
the statement in February in 
response to information circu-
lated widely online that Huang, 
a postgraduate student at the 
institute, was the first patient 
to contract the novel corona-
virus pneumonia in Wuhan, 
central China’s Hubei prov-
ince, the outbreak epicentre.

The statement said Huang 
graduated with a master’s 
degree from the institute in 
2015. Since graduation, she 
has been working and living in 
other provinces and has never 
been infected with novel coro-
navirus and is in good health.

“at this critical moment in 
the fight against the epidemic, 
the rumour has greatly inter-
fered with our scientific 
research work. We reserve the 
right to take legal action accord-
ing to law,” said the institute. 
CHINA DAILY/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

US military killed 132 civilians globally in 2019

Under the three-year deal, Netanyahu will serve as prime minister for 18 months, with Gantz as his 
alternate, a new position in Israeli governance. AFP

The issue of the origin is a scientific 
and professional one, and 

the work should be consigned 
to scientists and experts



BUSINESSMEN, Catholic 
church leaders and several 
framers of the 1987 Constitu-
tion on Wednesday opposed 
the forced closure of ABS-CBN 
Corp television and radio sta-
tions across the Philippines, 
saying it was both ill-timed and 
a threat to press freedom.

The cease-and-desist order 
to the network by the National 
Telecommunications Commis-
sion (NTC) had shaken the 
nation and raised questions 
about the government’s priori-
ties during the national health 
emergency caused by the 
spread of the new coronavirus 
disease (Covid-19), they said.

The NTC had earlier prom-
ised lawmakers it would grant 
a provisional authority to ABS-
CBN to allow it to continue its 
operations while its franchise 
renewal bill was pending in 
Congress. The 25-year fran-
chise expired on Monday.

Management Association of 
the Philippines (MAP) president 
Francisco Lim said: “It’s a sad day 
for media freedom and the thou-
sands of people and their fami-
lies who will be adversely affect-
ed by the closure of ABS-CBN.”

MAP has over 1,000 members 
representing a cross-section of 
CEOs, COOs and other top 
managers of the largest local 
and multinational companies 
in the country.

“We, in the Management 
Association of the Philippines, 
had fervently hoped that this 
day would never come as we, 

together with other business 
organisations, strongly urged 
Congress to consider in a time-
ly and judicious manner the 
renewal of ABS-CBN’s broad-
casting franchise,” said Lim.

In a joint statement, MAP, 
Makati Business Club, Bishops-
Businessmen’s Conference for 
Human Development and 
Shareholders’ Association of the 
Philippines Inc said they were 
concerned that the NTC’s move 
“will be a blow to press freedom, 
which is a pillar of democratic 
societies such as ours”.

“It is also a setback at a time 
when the country needs to be 
united against the pandemic. 
Now more than ever, everyone 
should be working together on 
the singular goal of helping 
each other through this crisis,” 
they added.

San Carlos Bishop Gerardo 
Alminaza also lamented the 

timing of the NTC decision as 
the country was “struggling to 
cope” with the effects of the 
pandemic on the people, espe-
cially workers.

 “Whatever legal issues there 
might be in this case, a remedy 
should be sought that will not 
further aggravate the plight of 
thousands of workers that will 
be added to the growing number 
of Filipino gravely affected by 
this pandemic,” he said.

During the national health 
emergency, ABS-CBN is a valu-
able source of information, 
“especially also now [with] the 
proliferation of fake news, 
unreliable stories”, said to Bal-
anga Bishop Ruperto Santos.

In a statement, four mem-
bers of the 1986 Constitution-
al Commission – Ed Garcia, 
Florangel Rosario Braid, Chris-
tian Monsod and Felicitas 
Arroyo – said the NTC order 

came “at the worst time”.
“It comes at a time when we 

are trying to contain a conta-
gion that has brought our 
nation down on its knees. Nev-
er before did our country need 
to unify all our citizens where 
communication is crucial, and 
unimpeded independent 
media is vital,” they said.

Meanwhile, the ABS-CBN 
News Channel (ANC) and the 
network’s social media accounts 
remain active. Presidential 
spokesman Harry Roque told 
ANC in an interview on Wednes-
day that he was instructed by 
Duterte to extend his thanks to 
the network for its assistance.

“He has said that I should thank 
ABS-CBN for all the help that 
ABS-CBN has, in fact, extended. I 
was even under the instruction to 
enumerate the many things that 
ABS-CBN has done in connection 
with Covid-19,” Roque said.

“And it’s in the same light that 
he has asked in unprecedented 
manner forgiveness from two of 
the tycoons that he originally 
wanted me to file cases against 
so that they would be behind 
bars, he said: ‘Anyone who has 
helped the people in this time 
of crisis, I will be grateful to.’

“And that is why if he could, he 
probably would have done 
something for ABS-CBN fran-
chise but the President is a law-
yer. But the law may be harsh, as 
we said earlier, dura lex sed lex 
[The law may be harsh, but it is 
the law],” said Roque. PHILIPPINE 

DAILY INQUIRER/ASIA NEWS NETWORK
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Buddhists turn to internet for e-Vesak Day
F

ROM giving offerings, hosting 
guided meditation sessions, 
chanting and observing oth-
er rituals online, the practice 

of Buddhism in Singapore, like other 
faiths, has evolved as the coronavi-
rus pandemic has restricted religious 
gatherings at places of worship.

Buddhist temples and groups have 
found their innovative ways to con-
tinue their spiritual practices in the 
days leading up to Vesak Day, which 
commemorates the birth, enlighten-
ment and death of Gautama Buddha.

Traditionally, Buddhists visit tem-
ples on Vesak Day for rituals like 
chanting, three-step-one-bow and 
bathing of the Buddha statue, or 
take part in retreats.

With the circuit breaker extended 
until June 1, temples are not able to 
organise their usual Vesak activities.

For example, devotees who wish 
to make offerings at the Thekchen 
Choling monastery can create an on-
line account with the Tibetan Bud-
dhist temple and pay for the items 
– be it incense for S$18 (US$13), a 
compassion lamp for S$10 or food 
offering to Buddha and the temple 
community for S$30.

Devotees make these offerings to 
dedicate merits to themselves or 
their loved ones.

Vincent Kessler, head of the Vesak 
Day organising committee at Thek-
chen Choling (Singapore), said: “The 
online offerings portal is part of an IT 
integration system that we have been 
working on for almost three years.

“This has enabled us to transi-
tion to a full online mode practically 
overnight much more easily.”

He said the temple found it neces-
sary to go online to reach new and 
younger audiences.

The portal also came in useful for its 

devotees when the Covid-19 pandemic 
hit and they could no longer go to the 
temple to make offerings in person.

To make vegetarian food available 
to more people who may not be able 
to leave their homes during this pe-
riod, the temple has also filmed its 
nun cooking vegetarian dishes such 
as fried nian gao or Indian dhal so 
that its devotees can follow the vid-
eos on the temple’s Facebook page 
to cook the dishes at home.

To lighten up the mood and generate 
some awareness for Vesak Day during 

this pandemic period, some Buddhist 
groups have come up with catchy 
puns to centre their activities on.

Singapore Buddhist Mission had a 
#OneMettaApart theme, which is a 
wordplay on the country’s social dis-
tancing measure of keeping 1m apart.

Metta is a word in the Pali language 
that stands for ‘loving-kindness’ 
or ‘boundless love’ and the mis-
sion hopes to spread metta around 
through its Vesak Day activities.

About 60 of its youth members 
took part in an online “escape room” 

session last weekend when they 
played games and quizzes to ulti-
mately uncover the code #OneMet-
taApart and the registration link for 
its Vesak Day celebrations.

In a play on the popular work 
from home trend, Buddhist Fellow-
ship also had a #WesakFromHome 
activity. People posted pictures and 
shared their preparations for Vesak 
Day, which was spelt as Wesak Day 
until the 1970s, from home.

Some people shared that they have 
been listening to Buddhist talks on-

line or lighting candles while medi-
tating and chanting at home.

Due to the global pandemic, many 
iconic Vesak activities have had to 
be cancelled.

One such event is the annual 
three-step-one-bow ceremony 
at Kong Meng San Phor Kark See 
Monastery, where thousands of 
Buddhists would walk and bow for 
about 2km around the temple, with 
the procession starting from Vesak 
Day’s eve and continuing till the 
next morning.

Its cancellation did not stop a 
group of about 30 Buddhist fami-
lies from performing the ritual at 
home together at 8pm (1200 GMT) 
on Wednesday through a Zoom 
session, complete with the ac-
companying prayer music. It was 
streamed live on the Buddhist 
youth Network Facebook page.

Separately, a group of young peo-
ple from the youth network also or-
ganised a virtual countdown to Ve-
sak Day on Wednesday.

At about one and a half hours to 
midnight, the young adults gath-
ered via Zoom and live-streamed 
an e-countdown, after which they 
thanked front-liners for their role in 
fighting Covid-19 and prayed for the 
alleviation of the pandemic.

Ong Siew Woon, 24, an undergrad-
uate, said: “Since young, my fam-
ily and I have visited the temple on 
Vesak Day every year to pray, seek 
blessings, do the bathing of Bud-
dha ritual and eat vegetarian food. 
This year we had no plans and just 
intended to stay at home.

“However, I joined in when I 
found out about the e-countdown 
to kick-start Vesak on a good note,” 
she said. THE STRAITS TIMES (SINGAPORE)/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

Traditionally, Buddhists visit temples on Vesak Day for rituals like chanting, three-step-one-bow and bathing of the Buddha statue, 
or take part in retreats. HONG MENEA

Businessmen, Catholic church leaders and several framers of the 1987 
Constitution on Wednesday opposed the forced closure of ABS-CBN 
Corp television and radio stations across the Philippines. AFP

ABS-CBN ban ‘a setback’ in virus fight Coronavirus strain in 
Indonesia differs from 
those in other nations
THE new coronavirus strain 
that has swept across Indone-
sia is different from at least 
three other known Sars-CoV-2 
strains affecting the rest of 
the world, the government 
has said.

The conclusion was based 
on an analysis of data on three 
complete genome sequences 
of the coronavirus in the archi-
pelago submitted by the Eijk-
man Institute for Molecular 
Biology to GISAID, said Minis-
ter of Research and Technol-
ogy Bambang Brodjonegoro.

GISAID, an initiative that 
promotes the sharing of 
genetic data on inf luenza 
viruses and the new corona-
virus, has been collecting 
data on the various strains of 
the coronavirus that causes 
Covid-19 from a number of 
countries, he said.

The research has so far found 
at least three different strains 
of the coronavirus, identified 
as types S, G and V.

“Strains other than those 
three types are yet to be iden-
tified. The samples sent from 
Indonesia are among the uni-
dentified ones,” Bambang 
said during a meeting with 
the House of Representatives 
on Tuesday.

The new information con-
tained in the complete genome 

sequences is expected to help 
scientists understand the 
mutations of the virus strains 
and aid the development of a 
vaccine, Bambang said.

Eijkman on Monday sub-
mitted its first three complete 
genome sequences of the 
Indonesian strain to GISAID. 
This was the first submission 
from Indonesia, although the 
Ministry of Health’s lab 
announced that it was also 
sequencing the virus early in 
the outbreak.

T he gover n ment ha s 
appointed the Eijkman Insti-
tute to spearhead the vaccine 
development programme 
through a consortium that 
includes the health ministry’s 
Research and Development 
Agency (Balitbangkes), state-
owned pharmaceutical com-
pany PT Bio Farma and sev-
eral universities.

Bambang, who also serves 
as the head of the National 
Research Agency (BRIN), said 
he couldn’t be certain as to 
when a vaccine would be 
available, but that he expect-
ed it to be produced early next 
year.

“We will continue working 
with other stakeholders to 
expedite the development of a 
vaccine,” he said. THE JAKARTA 

POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK
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T
HE crude oil market 
is in turmoil. Oil-
producing countries 
should work together 

to make efforts to stabilise 
prices in order to prevent the 
damage from extending to 
the global economy.

Crude oil futures in New 
york, which had reached the 
$60 per barrel level in Janu-
ary, plummeted to about $20 
in march. On april 20, prices 
went into negative territory 
for the first time in history.

In this situation, no buyer 
can be found even if prices 
reach zero, and the seller has 
to pay the buyer to take the 
crude oil. It is nothing less 
than extraordinary.

In the New york market, 
when the settlement date is 
reached while a seller holds 
crude oil futures, it is neces-
sary to take back spot goods. 
Speculators looking for a 
profit margin usually do not 
expect to take them back.

as settlement dates 
approach, stocks have piled 
up due to a drop in demand 
caused by the spread of the 
new coronavirus. It seems 
that crude oil was dumped at 
lower prices as there was no 
space in crude oil storage 

facilities. although the prices 
made a U-turn into positive 
territory, they are still hover-
ing at around $20.

It was oil-producing coun-
tries themselves that triggered 
the plunge in crude oil prices. 
In early march, negotiations 
between Saudi arabia and 
Russia, two major oil-produc-
ing countries, broke down 
over coordinated production 
cuts aimed at shoring up pric-
es. However, they even 
expressed their intention to 

ramp up production instead.
Their move for a produc-

tion increase, which aimed to 
take control of the crude oil 
market by expanding their 
share, worked against them. 
Even though the spread of 
the infectious disease was an 
unforeseen situation, the 
drop in prices must be 
described as their own fault.

Falling crude oil prices 
greatly benefit consumer 
countries such as Japan, but 
could shake up financial mar-

kets. If oil-producing countries 
withdraw oil money from the 
market due to their deteriorat-
ing fiscal conditions, that 
could lead to falling stock pric-
es across the world.

There is also a fear of shale 
oil-producing companies in 
the US collapsing one after 
another. Japanese companies 
and household budgets would 
inevitably be hit if financial 
unrest spreads globally due to 
ballooning losses of funds for 
corporate bonds and financial 

institutions that lend money.
The governments of each 

country should keep an eye 
on price developments and 
the impact of price falls.

The problem is how to sta-
bilise crude oil prices.

On april 12, a group of 
countries called OPEC Plus, 
which consists of the Organi-
sation of the Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC), 
including Saudi arabia, and 
non-OPEC member coun-
tries such as Russia, agreed 
to a reduction of a record 9.7 
million barrels per day.

However, the decrease in 
demand due to the infectious 
disease is expected to approach 
30 million barrels per day. 
additional coordinated pro-
duction cuts are required.

The absence of the US, the 
world’s largest oil producer, 
as part of the group has also 
weakened the effectiveness 
of the production cuts.

Unlike Saudi arabia and 
other countries where oil pro-
duction is under state control, 
it is difficult to force private 
companies to refrain from 
producing crude oil. However, 
this case is an emergency. It is 
hoped that the US and other 
oil-producing countries, 
including Canada, will coop-
erate in reducing crude oil 
production. THE YOMIURI SHIMBUN 

(JAPAN)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

THaT Shanghai Disneyland will reopen 
to the public on may 11, the first Disney 
theme park to open again after being 
closed due to the Covid-19 pandemic, is 
another sign that things are getting back 
to normal in China.

If China’s success in controlling the 
spread of the novel coronavirus has 
set a good example for other coun-
tries fighting the pandemic, its 
resumption of normal economic 
activities and return to social nor-
malcy should boost confidence that 
the world can do the same and the 
global economy will be rebooted.

Given China’s position in the global 
supply chain, the resumption of nor-
mal production and consumption will 
undoubtedly alleviate the impact of 
the pandemic on the global economy.

Indicating that the economy is con-

tinuing to recover, by the end of april, 
99.1 per cent of state-owned enter-
prises had resumed production and 
95.1 per cent of their workers had 
returned to work. The purchasing 
managers index of the manufactur-
ing industry was 50.8 per cent, and a 
survey of more than 8,200 foreign-
funded enterprises by the ministry of 
Commerce showed that more than 70 
per cent of them had resumed pro-
duction by april 28.

at the same time, logistics have been 
restored, and the demand for steel, elec-
tricity and other raw materials has 
almost returned to the pre-pandemic 
level. The industrial sector has got into 
gear before the services sector, but with 
the majority of scenic attractions reo-
pening there was a surge in domestic 
tourism during the may Day holiday.

China saw nearly 115 million 
domestic tourist trips during the five-
day may Day holiday. and domestic 
tourism revenue generated during 
the period totalled 47.56 billion yuan 
($6.7 billion) showing that people are 
confident about spending again.

China’s achievement in getting a grip 
on the virus and the rapid resumption 
of its economic activities send a strong 
message to the world that the pan-
demic has not changed the dynamic of 
the Chinese economy, and all the fac-
tors that support the fast growth of the 
Chinese economy remain unchanged.

With many parts of the world still 
fighting the virus, China’s rapid 
recovery will at least keep the global 
economy on life support

But to ensure that targeted policy 
support can be provided, it is impor-

tant that local governments know the 
difficulties companies are facing and 
do what they can to help them over-
come them. The central government 
should also organise fact-finding 
missions to get to know the real pic-
ture of local economies so that they 
won’t be hoaxed by some local gov-
ernments’ sleight of hand. With 
down-to-earth knowledge obtained 
through such missions, local govern-
ments can be deterred from playing 
fast and loose with the figures.

China knows well that joint efforts 
from all countries are essential for 
the world to tide over the devastation 
of this pandemic. It hopes that its 
resumed economic activities will 
help ensure the global economy stays 
on the road to recovery. CHINA DAILY/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

Opinion
Editorial

Make efforts to stabilise crude oil 
prices with further production cuts

Economic pick-me-up for the world

Falling crude oil prices greatly benefit consumer countries, but could shake up financial markets. If  
oil-producing countries withdraw oil money from the market, it could lead to falling stock prices worldwide. afp



H
OLOCAUST survivor 
Florence Schulmann 
has always worried 
that if she went into 

schools to recount her experi-
ence, it would sound almost 
fantastical: “I’d be too scared 
that they wouldn’t believe me.”

It is the first time that the 
retired French shopkeeper, 
now living in Paris’s 11th dis-
trict, has shared her story un-
der her real name.

“My mother brought me 
into the world next to a heap 
of bodies,” she says.

AFP spoke to her and two 
other Holocaust survivors 
who share the same, seldom 
discussed experience – they 
were born in Nazi concentra-
tion camps.

Unlike Schulmann, Hana 
Berger Moran has no ap-
prehensions about visiting 
schools to tell her story.

A gentle-natured, yet dy-
namic woman, whose plum-
coloured glasses dominate her 
face, Berger Moran now lives in 
the Californian town of Orinda 
after a career working in the 
quality department of a cutting-
edge biotechnology company.

But her birth certificate is 

on display at the memorial for 
the Mauthausen concentra-
tion camp in northern Austria, 
where her birth was registered.

Also in the US, Mark Olsky 
has the build of an ex-Amer-
ican football player and lives 
near Chicago after a career as 
a casualty department doctor.

He was delivered between 
April 18 and 21 – he’ll never 
know the exact date – in a 
cattle truck taking deportees 
to Mauthausen.

All three were born in 1945 
– Schulmann on March 24 in 
Bergen-Belsen in northern 
Germany and Berger Moran 
on April 12 in the Freiberg 
subcamp in eastern Germany.

All of their mothers were de-
ported while pregnant, from Po-
land in the case of Schulmann 
and Olsky, and from Czechoslo-
vakia in Berger Moran’s case.

Infants when the camps were 
liberated, the three 75-year-
olds will no doubt be among 
the last able to bear witness 
to the unspeakable horrors of 
the Holocaust, which claimed 
the lives of six million Jews.

Twenty years younger than 
most survivors, all of them have 
a different relationship to the 

circumstances of their birth.
But all three share the same 

serious, intelligent outlook, 
born out of the most extreme 
adversity.

Saved by fortuity
The fact that they survived 

was largely down to timing, 
as World War II entered its 
final phase.

Since summer 1944, Soviet 
troops had been advancing 
from the east and liberated 
the camps one by one.

The Red Army reached 
Auschwitz in January 1945.

Panic and disorder then 
spread through the other 
camps as the Nazi leadership 
began fearing the aftermath 
of defeat and some guards 
behaved in ways they likely 
would not have done just 
months or weeks earlier.

Berger Moran says when 
the camp wardens realised 
that her mother was about to 
give birth, they brought her a 
basin full of hot water.

“And there were people 
standing around because it 
was in a factory, on a table and 
there was a paediatrician from 
Prague who helped my moth-

er to deliver me,” she says, a 
discreet string of pearls and a 
scarf around her neck.

Two days after she was 
born, Berger Moran and her 
mother were put on a train to 
Mauthausen, where her birth 
was registered.

The Germans crammed 
more than 2,000 women into 
that train, hoping that once 
they were transported to the 
last camps in operation, they 
could be murdered without 
leaving a trace.

The train took more than 
two weeks, travelling between 
April 14 and 29.

Some of the deportees gave 

birth piled on top of the oth-
ers in the carriage.

One stationmaster later de-
scribed to historians his hor-
ror at the hellish sight of skel-
etal pregnant women among 
the passengers.

He supplied clothes for 
three newborn babies and 
food for their mothers.

Among those newborn ba-
bies was Mark Olsky.

His mother didn’t know 
precisely when he was born 
so on arrival at Mauthausen, 
he says she attempted to 
move the guards by telling 
them he arrived on April 20 
– Hitler’s birthday.

When Schulmann’s mother 
went into labour at Bergen-
Belsen, she dared to ask a 
female guard for a blanket as 
her waters began breaking.

“She said to herself that she 
was going to get a bullet in 
the head and then it would all 
be over,” says Schulmann.

“But this woman calmly 
opened her bag and gave her 
a packet of cigarettes. She 
said that with that, she could 
get whatever she wanted in 
the camp.”

When the Allies liberated 
Mauthausen and Bergen-
Belsen, among the shocking 
discoveries they made was the 
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Born in concentration 
camp: The Holocaust’s 
youngest survivors

Deportation survivor Florence Schulmann, born in 1945 at the Bergen-Belsen camp, looks at photographs and documents from her past in Paris. afp

Schulmann’s brother was taken from her parents and murdered in a gas chamber at the age of just three. afp



presence of scrawny infants 
wrapped in newspaper, with 
their equally malnourished 
mothers trying to nurse them.

Schulmann, Berger Moran, 
Olsky and the other infants 
like them were held up as 
moving symbols of victory 
over the evil of Nazism.

‘I was ashamed’
After surviving birth in such 

inhuman circumstances, those 
same infants had to face the 
challenge later in life of how 
to process what happened to 
them and their families.

“All my life, day and night, I 
have lived with the Shoah,” says 
Schulmann, her back hunched 
as she rifles through a box full 
of photos and documents.

She describes a dour child-
hood.

“The mood was very som-
bre at home, my parents 
would brood,” she says.

“They kept me in a cocoon – 
as soon as I had a cough, they 
would take me to the doctor.”

Before being deported to 
the camps, Schulmann’s par-
ents were in one of the ghet-
tos in Poland.

Their first son was taken 
from them at the age of just 
three and murdered in the 
gas chambers.

“My childhood was suffocat-
ing, I was ashamed,” she says.

“I would get asked: ‘What 
did your mother do to ensure 
you survived?’,” she remem-
bers, Israel’s international 
i24 news TV channel, which 
broadcasts in French, on in 
the background.

As an adolescent, she vis-
ited a friend of her mother’s 
in Tel Aviv.

“This woman opened the 
window and gathered the whole 
neighbourhood,” she says, re-
calling the queue of visitors all 
the way up to the fourth floor 
where the woman lived.

“They were coming to touch 
the miracle survivor.”

Schulmann and Berger Mo-
ran feel the circumstances of 
their birth weighed heavily on 
them growing up, while Olsky 
says that, for a long time, he 
thought his was a “unique ex-
perience”.

Infamous experiments
Some pregnant women in 

the camps later recounted 
how they had had to sign a 
form authorising the Nazis to 
kill their child after birth, says 
anthropologist Staci Jill Rosen-
thal, who has carried out rare 
research into the topic.

“The research is still rudi-
mentary,” says Diana Gring, 
curator of testimonies at the 
Bergen-Belsen foundation.

Around 200 births were re-
corded at Bergen-Belsen alone, 
but, Gring says, the destruction 
of certain records and the dis-
appearance of bodies means 
“we don’t know how many chil-
dren were born in the camps”.

Journalist Alwin Meyer, who 
wrote a book about babies 
born in Auschwitz, thinks the 
number is in the thousands.

There are also published tes-
timonies from two midwives in 
the camps who described how 
they sought – most often in 
vain – to prevent various forms 
of violence against newborn 
children, including murder.

Some of the babies who 
matched the Nazis’ “Aryan” 
physical criteria were taken 
from the camps and adopted 
by German families.

Others were swapped for 

German prisoners of war in the 
West or in neutral countries.

But most died, many in hor-
rible conditions.

Some were subjected to 
the experiments carried out 
by the infamous doctor Josef 
Mengele.

One new mother had her 
breasts strapped to see how 
long her newborn daughter 
would survive without milk.

Mengele came every day to 
witness the agony.

‘Laughter is the best revenge’
“My parents came out of that 

darkness completely trauma-
tised, they never talked about 
the war,” says Schulmann.

Berger Moran’s mother only 
spoke about the past rarely 
and the fact that they moved 
back to Czechoslovakia after 
the war made discussing it 
even more difficult.

“It was a Communist coun-
try you know, you didn’t talk 
about those things!”

As an adult in the 1960s, 
Berger Moran emigrated to 
Israel and then on to the US.

Olsky went to Munich, then 
followed the same route to 
Israel in 1959 and eventually 
the US.

His mother had lost her 
husband in the camp.

But she sought to shield 
him from what she had gone 
through, seeing to it “that I 
would grow up with as little 
fear and worry” as possible, 
Olsky says.

So how does one go about 
building a joyful life from 
such beginnings?

Berger Moran recalls an au-
dience member at one event 
who asked her: ‘How can you 
laugh?’, to which she replied: 
“What else is there?”

“I said: ‘It’s the best revenge 
that I can laugh, that I can 
have fun’. “

But they are conscious that 
anti-Jewish hatred is once 
again on the rise in the US and 
in Europe, with the wearing of 
a “kippa” becoming a poten-
tially risky act in some places.

Olsky says the climate in 
the US and elsewhere in the 
world has disturbing parallels 
with the 1930s and that there 
is a danger of complacency.

Many people may “suddenly 
find out that what they took for 
granted as being an adequate 
level of safety, turns out to be 
no safety at all”, he says.

A survey by the Schoen Con-
sulting company published in 
January found that 69 per cent 
of French people under the age 
of 38 don’t know the number of 
Jews killed in the Holocaust.

Speaking at an event to mark 
the anniversary of the libera-
tion of Auschwitz earlier this 
year, Israeli President Reuven 
Rivlin called for reflection on 
the question of “how to pass 
on Holocaust remembrance 
to generations who will live in 
a world without survivors”.

“An audience will perceive 
events more strongly if the nar-
rator has lived through them,” 
says Bernhard Muehleder, one 
of the team at the Mauthausen 
memorial who work on pro-
ducing educational resources.

To that end, the “babies of 
the camps” have committed 
their stories to video.

Even Schulmann recently 
decided to take this step, “so 
that my story won’t be disput-
ed by historians”, she says.

But she says that talking 
about what happened with 
her daughter and grandchil-
dren is still difficult.

After a visit to Bergen-Bels-
en a few years ago, Schul-
mann received her birth 
certificate which had been 
issued by the camp authori-
ties – a “priceless gift”.

A vestige from Berger Mo-
ran’s past is on display at the 
Mauthausen memorial in the 
form of a tiny dress sewn by 
detainees who were at the 
Freiberg camp at the same 
time as her mother, an exhib-
it which school students find 
particularly touching.

‘Will people remember?’
Berger Moran and Olsky 

had planned to be in Austria 
for the 75th anniversary of 
the camp’s liberation on May 
10, but for the first time since 
1946 the event will not take 
place because of the novel 
coronavirus pandemic.

A virtual ceremony will be 
held instead, while the task 
of educating the next gener-
ation – and of sounding the 
alarm over troubling events 
in the present – continues 
regardless.

“We are the last ones and 
we better make that message 
very strong because after 
we are gone, will people still 
remember?” Berger Moran 
asks. afp
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 plenty sore
  6 pinch the edges of a piecrust
 11 When doubled, gung-ho
 14 Half a dovetail joint
 15 Kind of society
 16 Seam treasure
 17 Clever doughboy?
 19 Supervillain Luthor
 20 One might get hooked
 21 River’s end
 23 perceptible by touch
 27 failed to include
 29 police action
 30 florestan’s jailer in “fidelio”
 31 Implied
 32 Bonnie and Clyde caper
 34 “Med” or “law” lead-in
 37 NafTa, e.g.
 38 Worst motel ever
 39 Nod’s neighbor
 40 Use one of the five W’s
 41 Gas, brake or clutch, e.g.
 42 founder of psychoanalysis
 43 first name in talk shows
 45 Brilliantly colored marine fish
 46 Locale of many teahouses
 48 Like eggs prepped for scrambling

 49 Waiter’s parting word after 
serving

 50 Remunerates
 51 Cow-feteria?
 52 Has a meal
 59 ___ du flambeau, Wis.
 60 Busy Midwest airport
 61 More than punctual
 62 Ship that was double-booked
 63 ___ for the taking
 64 author Madeleine L’___
DOWN
  1 “___ your call”
  2 Dreamy sleep stage
  3 Collection of anecdotes
  4 prominent rock
  5 Braid together
  6 Household task
  7 House division
  8 It’s penned up
  9 Miss piggy’s question
 10 forecast or prognosticate
 11 feature of some home offices
 12 Mountain ridge
 13 Group of six
 18 Revolver inventor
 22 Truncation abbr.
 23 Buccaneer’s port

 24 Locales
 25 ace
 26 festival setup
 27 protruding window
 28 Tree-hugger?
 32 “In case you ___ noticed ...”
 33 Traveling guesstimate, for short
 35 part of a green mantra
 36 Went no further
 38 Waggle dance insects
 39 Stats for pitchers
 41 He’s probably not the marrying 

type
 42 Classic Wham-O toy
 44 MGM mascot’s name
 45 Wherefores’ companions
 46 “The Most Happy ___” (Loesser 

musical)
 47 What the sympathizer lends
 48 Gains consciousness
 50 Young salmon
 53 p-shaped Greek letter
 54 Water in Cannes
 55 Bled in the wash
 56 Unit of work
 57 Everything or everyone
 58 Coloring stuff

“OVEN FRESH” 

Thursday’s solution

Thursday’s solution

Lifestyle

Hana Berger Moran holds a photo of her parents in New York City. afp
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NFL Hall of Fame quarterback 
Brett Favre has begun repaying 
$1.1 million he received in wel-
fare money for speeches he 
never gave, the mississippi 
state auditor Shad White said 
in a statement on Wednesday.

White said his office had 
received $500,000 from Favre, 
who has also pledged to pay 
another $600,000 in instalments 
over the coming months.

On monday, White released 
an audit of spending by the 
mississippi Department of 
Human Services which showed 
that Favre had been paid $1.1 
million for three speaking 
engagements, a radio spot and 
a keynote address, none of 
which he participated in.

The money came from the 
Temporary assistance for 
Needy Families (TaNF) pro-
gramme, which is funded by 
the federal government to aid 
impoverished families.

White said in a statement there 
was no indication that Favre – 
who was paid through the non-
profit mississippi Community 
Education Centre (mCEC) – 
knew that was the case.

“Today my office has received 

$500,000 from Brett Favre in 
repayment for TaNF money he 
was paid through mCEC and 
a commitment to repay the 
remainder in instalments over 
the next few months.

“The money will be held in 
our clearing account for a 
period and then be sent, in 
full, to the mississippi Depart-
ment of Human Services to be 
used for TaNF-appropriate 
expenditures.

“I want to applaud mr Favre 
for his good faith effort to make 
this right and make the taxpay-
ers and TaNF families whole.

“To date, we have seen no 
records indicating mr Favre 
knew that TaNF was the pro-
gramme that served as the 
source of the money he was 
paid,” said White.

In the audit report released 

on monday, White said his 
office found that more than 
$94 million of federal grant 
money that went to the 
Department of Human Serv-
ices in mississippi – one of the 
poorest states in the US – was 
allegedly spent improperly, 
converted to personal use, 
spent on family members and 
friends or wasted.

a former Human Services 
director and five others, 
including a former director of 
the mCEC, were indicted on 
state charges of embezzling 
some $4 million in TaNF funds 
and have pleaded not guilty.

Favre, who won a Super Bowl 
with the Packers in the 1996 sea-
son before retiring in 2010 as a 
member of the minnesota 
Vikings, is a mississippi native 
who now lives in the state. AFP

NaSCaR revs 
up for racing
N

aSCaR has given 
the green light to 
restarting its sea-
son on may 17, 

with an ambitious plan to 
run four Cup Series races 
and seven races in 11 days at 
Darlington Raceway in South 
Carolina and Charlotte motor 
Speedway in North Carolina.

“We have a lot of confidence 
in our plan,” NaSCaR vice-
president John Bobo said this 
week. “We know we have to 
work together as an industry 
to keep our own folks safe, to 
keep each community safe. 
But that’s the discipline and 
the safety culture of NaSCaR.

“We’re the organisation that 
puts cars on the track four 
days a week at 200 miles an 
hour. We think it’s that same 
discipline and eye towards 
safety that everybody in our 
industry has that is going to 
help us execute on this.”

There won’t be any fans in 
attendance at any of the seven 
races. Teams will be spread out 
throughout the garages and in-
field lots and everyone will be 
wearing masks and will have 
their temperatures checked.

Bobo said: “We’re not an 
‘indoor’ or ‘outdoor’ sport 

in the traditional sense – we 
have drivers with helmets, 
and they are in racecars.

“There are some unique 
things about our sport that 
we feel provided us the op-
portunity to get back if we 
could, to where we knew we 
were going to be safe. That 
was first and foremost.

“If we didn’t feel like we had 
the support of the local com-
munity, health officials, the 
state, you wouldn’t see us rac-
ing until November. That was 
a key for us to make sure that 
was in place,” he said.

Financial factors were no 
doubt a major consideration, 
too.

Teams across NaSCaR’s top 
three series were struggling to 
match sponsor revenue with 
costs before the Covid-19 
pandemic brought racing to 
a halt in mid-march. With no 
events and sponsor revenues 
depleted, several teams start-
ed cutting pay for employees.

The mid-may restart gives 
NaSCaR the opportunity to 
run each of the races that it 
had on its Cup, Xfinity and 
Truck Series schedules at the 
beginning of the year and ful-
fil its TV contracts – a primary 

source of revenue.
NaSCaR is trying to get back 

to racing while also waiting to 
see what happens. If it goes 
off without a major hitch, 
every race will be completed 
and the condensed schedule 
will serve as a huge hook for 

TV viewership.
Bobo said: “We feel like we 

have a schedule mapped out 
for all three series that gets us 
through the season finales.

“We feel like it’s pretty well 
baked. We feel like we’ve had the 
right cadence with where states 

are, where health officials may 
be. Certainly we have backups 
to backups to backups.

“I would say we started with 
about seven pencils and a lot 
of erasers and have moved to 
a pen now in terms of saying 
to our broadcast partners and 

tracks that this is what we be-
lieve we can collectively do.

“But until we are racing and 
until we see how things take 
place, until we see how this virus 
affects things down the road, we 
can’t say for sure,” he said. CHINA 

DAILY/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

S Korean skating champ 
guilty of sex harassment
SOUTH Korean Olympic 
short-track speed skating gold 
medallist Lim Hyo-jun was 
convicted on Thursday of sex-
ually harassing a fellow male 
athlete by pulling down his 
trousers, a Seoul court said.

Lim, 23, won the 1500m on 
home ice at the 2018 Winter 
Games in Pyeongchang and 
also took bronze in the 500m.

But last year, he was charged 
for forcibly pulling down the 
victim’s clothing in front of 
teammates at the national 
training centre, and in august 
was banned from competi-
tion for a year.

He was fined three million 
won ($2,500) and ordered to 
undergo 40 hours of therapy 
for sex offenders, a Seoul Cen-
tral District Court spokesper-
son told aFP.

Reports said prosecutors had 
requested a prison sentence.

The South is a regional sport-
ing power and regularly in the 
top 10 medal table places at the 
summer and winter Olympics.

However, in an already 
intensely competitive society, 
winning is virtually every-
thing in its sports commu-
nity – and physical and verbal 
abuse are rife.

The nation’s short-track 
speed skating community in 
particular has faced several 
serious abuse scandals in 

recent years.
Last year, double Olympic 

gold medallist Shim Suk-hee 
went public with accusations 
her former coach sexually 
molested and physically 
abused her multiple times.

The coach was jailed for a 
year-and-a-half.

also last year, a male skater 
was suspended for a month 
after secretly getting into the 
female dorm at the national 
training centre. AFP

Speeches 
not given 
cost Favre 
$1 million 

NASCAR will restart its engines on May 17 with an ambitious plan to run seven races in 11 days. getty images/afp

NFL legend Brett Favre has begun repaying $1.1 million he accepted 
for speeches he never delivered. afp

South Korean Olympic gold medallist Lim Hyo-jun was convicted of 
sexually harassing a fellow male athlete.  afp
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While people 
were preparing 
for the Khmer 
New Year cel-

ebrations, the uninvited guest 
Covid-19 had turned the world 
topsy-turvy.  

The virus was unsparing, 
striking both remote villages 
and the great cities of the 
world — from Asia to europe 
and the Americas — taking in-
nocent lives and pummelling 
economies.

The lightning spread of 
the deadly novel coronavirus 
dwarfed the ferocity of the 
previous life-threatening ebola 
and Sars (Severe Acute Respi-
ratory Syndrome) outbreaks, 
triggering an unparalleled 
global healthcare emergency 
in recent times. 

The Covid-19 narrative dif-
fered slightly in Cambodia. 

The Kingdom was also not 
insulated, but it has so far 
largely managed to repel the 
pandemic. 

The government’s timely  
actions to restrict people’s 
movements coupled with a 
nationwide awareness cam-
paign on the risks of Covid-19 
stemmed the spread of the virus. 

infections have hovered 
around 122 cases.  

however, the global pan-
demic’s spillover has hurt key 
revenue-generating sectors 
– from garment production to 
tourism and retail. 

Once noisy airports and busy 

hotels became deserted, while 
bustling garment factories fell 
silent as the machines paused 
– adding to the Kingdom’s 
economic pains.

The private education sec-
tor could also not escape the 
impact of Covid-19. Schools 
were shut, resulting in empty 
classrooms, with teachers and 

pupils forced to adapt after so-
cial distancing was introduced.

Private school operators 
have complained about dwin-
dling revenues not meeting 
operational costs. Costly rents 
and the paying of staff salaries 
on strained incomes will 
threaten the survival of scores 
of private institutions in these 

trying times, some education-
ists have cautioned. 

A sector once hailed as 
buoyant could face an existen-
tial threat if remedial measures 
are not introduced quickly. 

A magic pill is still not vis-
ible on the horizon, at least for 
the moment.  

however, fast-evolving and 

easily accessible technologies 
have to some degree helped 
mitigate the predicament fac-
ing Cambodian education. 

Zoom, YouTube and Google 
Classroom, among other plat-
forms, quickly filled the void 
created by deserted classrooms. 

But technology may not be a 
panacea for the sector’s woes. 

Can there be a transition to 
virtual classrooms without a 
sacrificing of quality?  

A myriad challenges exist. 
The digital divide, for instance 
– with underserved rural 
students less able to access the 
latest technology than their 
urban counterparts.

The availability of afford-
able data plans and stable in-
ternet connectivity, particularly 
in rural areas, is key to the 
success of remote teaching. 

Pedagogical methods will 
need to shift from traditional 
teaching to suit virtual class-
rooms, and teachers and stu-
dents must therefore be able to 
adapt to a new setting.  

One particular difficulty is 
remotely monitoring students’ 
punctuality, checking if they 
have logged on for their les-
sons and have completed their 
work diligently. 

Will ensuring this by super-
vising their children at home 
eat into busy parents’ valuable 
time?

As underprivileged students 
remain out of the class-
room, they will also miss the 
government-supported free 
nutritional meals served dur-
ing school hours.

Some 260,000 Cambodian 
children are missing their free 
breakfast, while millions of 
students will be wondering 
when they will rejoin their 
school friends and teachers in 
the classroom.  
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lAST month students woke up 
to a new “virtual” reality. Since 
Cambodia suspended classes 
due to the Covid-19 outbreak, 
educators and teachers alike 
have had their daily patterns 
disrupted.

Many teachers are grappling 
with the same challenges as 
their pupils. 

They wonder how best to 
engage with students, whether 
the tools at their disposal are 
adequate, if they are getting 
results and, most crucially, 
whether the classroom will ever 
be the same again.

Srun Sovan, co-founder of 
local digital learning platform 
edemy, told The Post that, 
despite growing pains,  
“e-learning is here to stay”. 

her company is responding 
to the pandemic by supplying 
educators and students with 
the Tesdopi app.

According to Sovan, despite 
growing numbers of the rural 
population having smart-
phones, the main challenge is 
network access.

“Through my experience in 
travelling to the countryside for 
workshops, access to smart-
phones is considerable – with 
that number increasing among 
high-school students.

“i think integrating infor-
mation and communications 
technology with education 
helps increase the effectiveness 
of teaching – it helps teach-
ers stay focused and maximise 
their interaction with students. 

“however, in conventional 
classrooms, teachers can read 
students’ body language or ask 
them questions to ensure that 

learning objectives are being 
met,” said Sovan.

Tesdopi addresses this issue 
by allowing teachers to conduct 
one-on-one tutoring through 
teleconferencing. it also 

provides them with access to 
metrics that help them address 
learning gaps. 

Since the schools closure be-
gan, the Ministry of education, 
Youth and Sport has streamed 
more than 700 lessons for 
students from primary to high 
school on its Facebook page.

To incorporate large, remote 
communities who find them-
selves on the wrong side of the 
digital divide, it launched an 
initiative to promote educa-
tional programming on TV 
stations such as TVK2.

in Cambodia, where smart-
phones outnumber people and 
recently overtook television as 
the most popular medium for 
news, only around half of rural 
citizens have regular internet 
access. 

Philip White, principal of 
Zion international School of 
Phnom Penh in Russian Mar-
ket, shared Sovan’s optimism 
that the current climate was 

accelerating the digitalisa-
tion of the classroom, but he 
stressed he did not view it as 
“a solution to improve student 
engagement”.

“As educators, it is always 
important to be looking for new 
ways to enhance our teaching, 
student learning and parental 
interaction. Any technology 
that enables this to happen 
more efficiently and with added 
benefits is a definite advantage 
that progressive schools will 
want to benefit from, and in 
fact have actively been seeking 
for generations. What we are 
seeing now is just an accelera-
tion of that,” he said. 

White, who moved to 

Cambodia in 2013 after having 
worked in business develop-
ment in Canada’s dynamic tech 
industry, said that after the 
not-for-profit school suspended 
classes on March 16, its teach-
ers shifted their in-class experi-
ence to the digital realm.  

Zion international boasts the 
only infini-D learning lab in 
Asia. This innovative technol-
ogy transforms classrooms 
into an interactive “spaceship”, 
tailoring the experience to 
each teacher’s unique learning 
objectives. 

White stressed that while 
digitalised experiences like 
infini-D can improve students’ 
classroom engagement, the 

same cannot be said for dis-
tance learning. 

“We will continue to find 
ways to improve the quality 
of our education and engage-
ment, for our learners and their 
parents, but i don’t believe that 
staring at screens all day is the 
best path forward. 

“As long as technology 
enables educators to facilitate 
learning and interaction with 
increased engagement, we 
will see it find a place in the 
classroom. 

“Many students are doing a 
great job following along with 
online classes in good spirits, 
although everyone misses being 
at school,” said White.  

Will the screen replace the chalkboard?

Philip White, the principal of Zion International School of Phnom Penh. 

Digital divide: Rural students are generally less able to access the latest technology than their urban counterparts. post staff

A Zion International School of Phnom Penh teacher instructs students in the Infini-D Learning Lab.

”
As educators, it is 
always important 
to be looking  
for new ways  
to enhance  
our teaching
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Innovative teaching to reboot sector  
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AdvAncementS in 
technology have 
reshaped mod-
ern society. With 

widespread internet access and 
ever innovative mobile gadgets, 
information is now more readily 
available, while learning has 
been made more convenient. 

these developments are driv-
ing progress at an unprecedent-
ed pace – and the knowledge 
and skills taught in schools 
today may not be relevant by 
the time students graduate. 

It is therefore an important 
mission of schools to prepare 
students to be future-ready.

Singapore (cambodia) 
International Academy (ScIA) 
strives to impart 21st cen-
tury competencies to students, 
nurturing them as self-directed 
lifelong learners. 

Self-directed learning (SdL) 
is about conscious and con-
tinuous growth. ScIA teachers 
guide students to practise SdL 
in an age-appropriate fash-
ion. In the process, students 
cultivate an appreciation for 
learning, increased ownership 
of their growth and greater 
career readiness. 

SdL can be nurtured through 
building a cooperative learning 
environment, where teachers 
serve as advisers rather than 
formal instructors. 

As a result of the schools clo-
sure, the current Home-Based 
Learning (HBL) presents itself as 
an opportunity for students to 
put SdL into practice. 

ScIA’s HBL is designed to 
be interactive using various 
platforms such as classdojo and 
microsoft teams. 

teachers deliver lessons 
through a combination of pre-
recorded videos, live teaching 
sessions and assignments. 

they motivate and direct the 
students’ learning experiences, 
facilitate students’ initiatives 
for learning and are available 
for consultations as appropriate 
during the learning process.

Students follow a structured 
timetable for their HBL. 

At ScIA pre-school, teachers 
conduct engaging storytelling 
sessions. In primary and high 
school, science teachers record 
experiments and instruct 
students to have safe hands-on 
activities at home. 

the school’s Pe teachers pro-
vide weekly workout routines to 
keep students active. 

With teachers playing the 
role of active facilitators, many 
students were observed taking 
on greater ownership and re-
sponsibility in their learning. 

nevertheless, with the physi-
cal classroom off-limits, it is 
imperative that the community 
works together as one during 
this unusual time. 

Over the past weeks, ScIA 
staff have kept in close com-
munication with students and 
parents, assisting them with the 
transition to HBL. 

Brenton toh, the dean of the 
primary school at ScIA, shares 
a few practical tips for parents:

  create routines so that 
your children can have 
structure in their learning 
at home. Work out with 
your children how they 
want their daily learning 
to take place. Set aside a 
specific learning space at 
home where your children 
will do their work.

  Set screen time guidelines 
to limit how long your 
children are in front of the 
computer. communicate 
your expectations. As a 
simple guideline, primary 
school students should 
be exposed for no more 
than four hours a day, and 
older students for no more 
than for five hours. 

  Let your children learn 
to be independent. It can 
be as simple as allowing 
them to solve a puzzle by 
themselves. Invite them to 
come up with a solution. 
do not give the answer 
straight away. Stimulate 
their minds by giving 
them some time to think.

Being future-ready means 
having the resilience to over-
come difficulties and cope with 
uncertainty. ScIA believes that 
as the community navigates the 
challenges brought about by 
the covid-19 schools closure, its 
students will gain an invaluable 
experience in becoming self-
directed learners. 

SCIA’s community of self-directed learners

Brenton Toh shares tips on learning at home via a webinar. A student learns at home during the schools closure. 

SCIA staff work with parents to deliver quality lessons in various formats.



PHnOm Penh-based 
camed Business School 
has one single over-
arching goal – to pro-

duce top quality graduates for 
the Kingdom’s financial sector. 

For almost 20 years, the in-
stitution has produced dynam-
ic students with broad skills in 
accounting and finance who 
now helm the corporate sector, 
from banks to renowned ac-
counting houses.

camed’s success comes 
from selecting the appropri-
ate courses that suit cur-
rent market demand and 
hiring the best educators 
to mould students with the 
right set of skills so they 
fit well into cambodia’s 
robust and demanding 
financial sector. 

A sector that supports 
growing businesses – be 
they small or medium-size 

enterprises or conglomerates.
the institution’s four-

year Bachelor of Account-
ing and Finance (BA Hons) 
allows students to pursue 
the international certificate 
in Accounting technicians 
(cAt) qualification, and even 
continue on to the AccA (As-
sociation of chartered certified 
Accountants) qualification. 

this is a course that helps 
groom young graduates for 
a professional career in the 
financial industry.

“We can say we are one of 
the best business schools in 
cambodia that focuses on and 
provides training in account-
ing, finance and auditing. 

“Our secret to becoming 
a premier institution offer-
ing quality financial educa-
tion is due to international 
recognition from bodies such 
as the AccA, cFA [char-
tered Financial Analyst], ISO 
[International Organisation 
for Standardisation] and AUn 
[Asean University network]. 

“Our academic staff com-
prises qualified international 
professors and lecturers. We 
use advanced educational 
technologies and systems. 
the quality of our students is 
recognised by international 
auditing companies such as 
Pwc, KPmG, deloitte and 
ernst & Young,” said camed’s 
senior vice-president Sam 
Sokuntheary.

However, it is just not the 
courses offered that make 
camed one of cambodia’s 
outstanding institutions. 

driven by a strong man-
agement team with a vision 
“to develop a community 
of accounting and finance 
professionals performing on a 
par with those in international 
financial centres, taking the 
initiative as leaders and up-
holding ethical standards” has 
made it a leader in the field.

Its core values are to provide 
high quality teaching, encour-
age lifelong learning and 
impart employable skills.

the BA+cAt qualification 

benchmarks international 
qualifications and complies 
with the requirements of the 
International Federation of 
Accountants, the ministry of 
education, Youth and Sport, 
and the cambodian national 
Qualification Framework.

At camed, students earn two 

certificates at the same time – 
a Bachelor of Accounting and 
Finance and a cAt – equipping 
them with the skills needed by 
employers and entrepreneurs. 

“In promoting accounting 
and financial education in 
cambodia, camed has always 
set out a clear vision and 
mission. 

“Our long-term goal is to 
produce significant numbers of 
graduates in accounting and 
finance with skills and abilities 
equal to professionals in inter-
national financial centres. 

“[And who also] meet the 
employment needs of local 
companies, financial institu-
tions and other organisations 
in terms of quality accounting 
and finance professionals,” 
Sokuntheary said.

the BA curriculum prepares 
graduates to serve as account-
ing and finance profession-
als who can easily compete 
with those working at global 
companies. 

For successful graduates, a 
wide range of well-paid jobs 

await, such as accountant, audi-
tor, financial analyst, financial 
consultant, tax consultant, 
investment officer, loan officer, 
budget analyst, cost accountant, 
treasurer, risk management of-
ficer and financial accountant.

“Students graduate with 
knowledge, skills, adaptability, 
ethics and teamwork, which 
will help them to perform well 
at both national and interna-
tional companies. 

“Over 70 per cent of new 
hires by the ‘Big Four’ – Pwc, 
KPmG, deloitte and ernst & 
Young – are camed graduates. 
camed graduates are highly 
sought after by leading banks 
and organisations, including 
the General department of 
taxation,” Sokuntheary said.

As demand for skilled 
accountants and financial 
advisors continues to grow 
in the banking and financial 
industries, a career option  
in accounting will certainly  
be rewarding for students  
who have an aptitude for 
numbers. 

Where CamEd graduates find employment 

  ‘Big Four’ accounting firms
  Local and international companies
  Local and international firms in  

 accounting and auditing services
  Government and banking sector
  As entrepreneurs
  Education and others
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Acquire world-class accounting 
skills at CamEd Business School 

CamEd offers one of the best accounting courses in Cambodia. Young graduates have secured well-paid jobs in the corporate sector. 

Source: CamEd 

CamEd senior vice-president Sam Sokuntheary. 

”
“We can say we 
are one of the best 
business schools in 
Cambodia that focuses 
on and provides 
training in accounting, 
finance and auditing 

SAm SokunTheAry / sEnior 
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BEGINNING with the  
Colombo Plan in the 1950s, 
Australian government 
scholarships have been a 

long-standing component of strong 
bilateral relations.

Today, the Australia Awards Sco-
larships continue this legacy.

For more than 25 years, they have 
provided educational opportunities 
at the postgraduate level to tal-
ented Cambodians, with almost 850 
students having benefited under the 
programme.

These returning alumni are using 
their experiences and the skills they 
acquired during their education to 
assist the Kingdom in responding to 
the Covid-19 pandemic and boosting 
social and economic development. 

“Alumni are making policy, help-
ing drive economic growth, opening 
doors for businesses, building indus-
try links and strengthening Cambo-
dia’s health institutions,” Australian 
ambassador to Cambodia Pablo Kang 
told The Post. 

One example of an Australia 
Awards alumna contributing to the 
Covid-19 response is Lengsea Eng, 
who completed a Masters in Infec-
tious Diseases at the University of 
Western Australia.

After returning to Cambodia in 
2018, Lengsea became assistant 
head of the Diagnostic Laboratory at 
Calmette Hospital in Phnom Penh, 
and she is now overseeing a range of 
crucial laboratory functions related 
to the outbreak. 

Lengsea acknowledged that the 
skills and knowledge she gained 
through her education in Australia 
has enabled her to conduct effective 

Covid-19 research, to better under-
stand the principles of testing and to 
provide advice, as well as give support 
to the community, her staff, and her 
friends and relatives on how best to 
protect themselves.

Ambassador Kang also noted that 
in view of Lengsea’s outstanding 
academic performance during her 
Masters, she has been offered a fur-
ther scholarship to undertake a PhD 
with a focus on Infectious Diseases in 
Cambodia. 

She was due to take up her PhD 
studies earlier this year, but due to 
the Covid-19 pandemic, she has 

delayed the commencement of her 
research in Australia.

“Lengsea’s story is a practi-
cal example of how the Australia 
Awards Scholarships is helping the 
Cambodian health sector respond to 
Covid-19 and how the programme is 
making a real difference in the lives 
of Cambodians.

“Her decision to delay the start of 
her scholarship due to circumstances 
surrounding Covid-19 provided an 
opportunity for her to assist in Cam-
bodia’s fight against the pandemic. 

“Lengsea’s sense of duty is testa-
ment to her high calibre as a person 

and as a scholar. We are proud to call 
her an Australia Awards alumni.

“I recently heard a proverb which 
says: ‘If your plan is for five years, 
plant rice; if your plan is for 50 
years, plant trees; if your plan is 
for 100 years, invest in educating 
people.’ That is what the Australia 
Awards Scholarships programme is 
about – investing in Cambodia’s hu-
man capital,” said Kang.

The Ambassador added that de-
mand for Australian education has 
continued to grow in 2020. 

There are currently some 2,500 
Cambodians enrolled in Australian 
institutions — a 15 per cent increase 
on the same period last year. Australia 
also remains the number one English-
language destination of choice for 
self-funded Cambodian students.

However, the flow of students is 
not one-way – over 2,500 young 
Australians travelled to the Kingdom 
to undertake internships, training 
opportunities or studies since 2014 
under the New Colombo Plan. 

“When Cambodians and Austra-
lians live and learn together, they 
create connections for life – they 
develop a deeper understanding of 
our respective cultures and are more 
likely to work together in the future 
to advance our shared interests.

“Australia’s relationship with 
Cambodia is built on generations of 
people-to-people links, which are 
stronger than ever before, thanks to 
educational exchanges,” said Kang.

The deadline for applications for 
Australia Awards Scholarships has 
been extended until June 30 to ac-
commodate applicants affected by the 
Covid-19 outbreak. 

There are some 2,500 Cambodian students enrolled in Australian institutions. 

Scholarship recipient Lengsea Eng. 

Australia Awards an investment in Kingdom
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OKNHA Dr Mengly J Quach, 
the founder, chairman and 
CEO of MJQ Education, the 
parent company of the Aii 

Language Center (Aii) and the Ameri-
can Intercon School (AIS), has offered 
his thanks to students, parents and 
teachers as the Kingdom tackles the 
global Covid-19 pandemic.

However, the veteran educator also 
issued a note of warning as education-
al institutions struggle with the effects 
of the school lockdown, sending a 
strong signal that the Kingdom’s edu-

cation sector is at a critical juncture.
“Most people have come together 

and joined hands in this difficult time. 
I would like to thank my staff for their 
dedication and their time. They keep 
working hard, and I truly appreciate 
their understanding.

“I would also like to thank parents 
and students. I truly appreciate their 
understanding and how they have 
stepped up in these difficult times,” 
he said.

With the education sector increas-
ingly feeling the strain, Quach made 

a heartfelt plea for further under-
standing and assistance. In the midst 
of an unprecedented crisis buffeting 
the global economy, he called on the 
Kingdom’s landlords and parents to 
see the “bigger picture”.

“For those who have not joined 
hands yet to tackle the situation 
together, I appeal to them to look at 
the bigger picture, and what will be 
the impact if there are no schools for 
our children. There is going to be a 
huge impact on our children and the 
economy unless people are aware of 
the broader situation.

“It took 30 years for the Cambodian 
education system to get to where it is 
today; if it was to collapse, it could 
not rebound quickly. I estimate 80 per 
cent of the Kingdom’s private schools 
could close if this situation continues 
for another two months.

“Most schools have to lease their 
buildings, and they rely on more than 
just tuition fees to keep running. If 
landlords ignore the seriousness of the 
situation and refuse to help regarding 
rent, and parents demand discounts or 
even do not pay, schools are not going 
to survive for long,” he cautioned.

The Cambodian-American educa-
tionist, medical doctor, entrepreneur 
and philanthropist said the entire 
system would be overwhelmed should 
his prediction be borne out.

“What would happen to the 
students if all these private schools 
closed? In past situations when even 
one school folded, there was a such a 
struggle – the government, the Min-
istry of Education, Youth and Sport, 
higher education organisations, school 
associations, we all struggled to solve 
the situation. 

“Now imagine if the majority of 
private schools closed, how could 
the government be able to take over 
all the students affected? I think this 
would be a very difficult time for the 
government, the parents and  
the private sector.

“It is so difficult when the gov-

ernment and institutions ask for 
assistance, but some people refuse to 
help. It is a difficult time for us and 
other small businesses, and this is 
made worse when some people are 
short-sighted and fail to see the big-
ger picture,” he said.

Quach warned that such a crisis in 
the education sector would have seri-
ous repercussions on the Kingdom’s 
economy as a whole.

“There would be a drastic domino 
effect across the economy. What 
would happen to the huge number of 
staff members who would lose their 
jobs, not to mention the students 
unable to complete their studies?” 
he said.

To counter this, he called for a 
concerted effort from all stakeholders 
to ensure the private education sector 
weathers the storm.

“It is essential that landlords and 
parents understand the seriousness 
of the situation and act accordingly. 
It would be nice if the government 
intervened and perhaps proposed a 
certain amount of money as a buffer, 
to lend to these institutions to ensure 
these schools survive,” Quach said.

The founder of Aii and AIS, whose 
institutions have grown to teach some 
14,500 students since being founded 
in 2005, said passion was the secret to 
the success of his schools.

“You do not work in education to 
make money – you have to have pas-
sion. It is all about passion, how you 
love this field; how you are going to 
enrich the children; how you want to 
help Cambodians improve themselves. 

“It is very sad that people some-
times don’t understand the passion 
that we put into education,” he said. 

Mengly J Quach offers outbreak response 
thanks, cautions sector at critical juncture

friday, May 8, 2020 | www.phnoMpenhpost.coM/education

Quach has called for a concerted effort from all stakeholders to protect the education sector. 

The Cambodian-American philanthropist says education is ‘about passion’. 

Aii and AIS now teach some 14,500 students since being founded in 2005.

Oknha Dr Mengly J Quach, the founder, chairman and CEO of MJQ Education, has called on landlords and parents to see the ‘bigger picture’ as the Kingdom tackles the global Covid-19 pandemic. 
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Q Can you tell me more about the 
new offer of two academic years 

for $5,000 per year?
The first 100 students who enrol 

at our school will enjoy a special dis-
counted school fee of $5,000 per year 
for the next two years (2020-21 and 
2021-22). Those who enrol from now 
until August this year will enjoy this 
promotional school fee. The promo-
tion is to further provide an afford-
able and accessible quality education, 
especially during these economically 
challenging times. 

Q How does this compare with other 
international schools in Phnom 

Penh?
Compared to other international 

schools in Phnom Penh, we are rela-
tively affordable in terms of school 
fees as we are offering fixed prices for 
primary level from Year 1 to Year 6. 

We do not charge parents any 
annual capital fees, unlike other in-
ternational schools, and our research 
shows Invictus is significantly more 
affordable than seven of our major 
competitors – on average between 
around $1,596 and $9,250 a year.

Q Some schools have raised their 
prices. How is Invictus positioned 

on this?
We continue to stand by our com-

mitment to provide top quality edu-
cation at accessible prices to parents 
in Cambodia. While some interna-
tional schools have raised their prices 
during these difficult times, Invictus 
has chosen to further reduce our ac-
cessible price from $8,000 per year to 
$5,000 per year. 

Children who are unable to come 
to our Phnom Penh campus can at-
tend our online virtual campus www.
invictus.family at an even more ac-
cessible price of $4,000 per year.      

Q What challenges have you faced 
setting up the new campus as the 

Covid-19 crisis intensified?
The coronavirus situation certainly 

brings challenges for everyone; how-
ever, technology has offered us great 
workaround solutions. Parents can 
simply visit our website to learn more 
about our school, our experienced 
teachers, our convenient location, 
robust curriculum, comfortable 
library and splendid campus. 

We are also doing “Meet the 
Principal and Teachers” ses-
sions via video conferencing 
to let all parents and potential 
students see and hear from 
their school leaders to make 
an informed decision about 
whether our school is right  
for them. 

Q Has the outbreak affected your 
original plans?

The crisis has brought about a lot 
of inconvenience. At the same time, 
we believe in the spirit of resilience, 
and we will overcome all challenges 
to provide accessible, high-quality 
education. One important value that is 
highlighted at Invictus is the value of 
resilience. We believe in persevering 
and striving for progress.  

Q Will you be conducting long-distance 
learning?

In addition to offering home-
based learning to students of Invic-
tus International School, Invictus 
is now offering a “virtual campus” 
concept – www.invictus.family – to 
offer full-time home-based learning 
to students worldwide. Grade 1 to 
Grade 6 students can now enrol in the 
Invictus Family to attend daily lessons 
following a structured timetable taught 
by qualified and experienced teachers 
from Invictus International School.  

This is the first full-time virtual 
campus by the international school, 
after establishing 
three physical 
campuses in 
Singapore 
and two in 
Hong Kong, 
with the 
latest now 
in Phnom 
Penh.  

We are us-
ing a combina-
tion of Zoom 

for video conferencing and Google 
Classroom to conduct our home-based 
learning (HBL) lessons.

Q How has Invictus reacted to the 
challenges caused by the outbreak? 

The current situation has caused 
some difficulties and delays. At the 
same time, if we respond positively and 
successfully to these challenges, these 
problems need not be stumbling blocks. 
We can use this experience as a step-
ping stone to growth and success. For 
example, Invictus is now using tech-
nology more effectively and actively to 
teach and engage our students. 

Our teachers use Google Classroom 
and Google Meet to connect with our 

students and educate them daily. 
We have also established a 

virtual campus named 
Invictus Family to 
provide high-quality, 
home-based online 
learning. However, 
our commitment 
to delivering top-
quality education 
at accessible 
school fees will 
never change. 

Q What 
lessons have 

you learned from 

your more established campuses during 
the crisis?

We increased our capabilities to use 
a variety of online tools, platforms 
and resources to make learning more 
engaging. We have shared our best 
practices and learning experiences 
among our campuses. 

Q Will you be adopting any of these in 
the Phnom Penh campus?

Indeed, we will be sharing our 
knowledge, skills, experiences and best 
practices with our team in Phnom Penh 
to further provide excellent education. 

Q Will you be repositioning the school 
because of the crisis?

We will continue to stay true to our 
mission of providing accessible quality 
education that nurtures individuals 
in innovative and inspiring ways to 
be lifelong learners who contribute 
positively for a better tomorrow. 

We will continue to use online 
resources effectively to complement 
and enhance the education provided 
by our teachers. 

Q How are you going to continue to 
guarantee educational excellence?

We will through the selection of 
excellent school leaders and teachers, 
as well as the provision of an effective 
curriculum, good facilities and re-

sources, provide an excellent education 
to successfully nurture our students. 

Q How do you see the crisis affecting 
the educational landscape in 

Cambodia? 
There will be a new normal, with 

a greater emphasis on hygiene and 
wellbeing. The crisis has raised the 
awareness of the importance of health 
and teamwork in ensuring the well-
being of society.   

Q Invictus means “unconquerable”. 
How has the school demonstrated 

this during this time?
Invictus Family home-based learn-

ing was born of the “unconquerable” 
spirit of Invictus. We have received 
many enquiries from informed parents 
from Cambodia, Singapore, Japan, 
Taiwan, Korea and many more. We be-
lieve this is a new era for home-based 
learning. Hence, we will be offering 
secondary classes based on the Cam-
bridge secondary curriculum, IGCSE 
and even A Levels come August.   

Q How do you see the crisis affecting 
the education sector in general and 

in the region?
Educators will need to be adaptable, 

and quality education should be avail-
able to students in school as well as 
at home. There will also be increased 
demand for high-quality education. 

Q Will technology play an even bigger 
role? Do you see digital learning 

being integrated more into Invictus 
classrooms?

Technology is playing an increas-
ingly important role, especially during 
this phase of home-based learning. 
The knowledge, dedication and dili-
gence of our teachers in using digital 
learning truly will further contribute 
to the successful educational experi-
ence of our students.  

Q What positives can be taken from 
the current situation?

We have further realised the impor-
tance of quality education and team-
work. We also learned to optimise 
the use of technology in promoting 
education and communication. In 
times of crisis, there are opportunities. 
During these challenging times, we 
can also nurture the Invictus qualities 
of resilience, respect, care, collabora-
tion, excellence and joyous lifelong 
learning.   

Q What advice do you have at the 
moment for students and teachers, 

as well as the wider community?
Let us continue to stay safe and 

well. Let us also use this opportunity 
to learn successfully and grow in 
terms of our knowledge and skills. 
Together, let us develop the positive 
values that will enable us to thrive in 
the times ahead. 

Join Clive Swale, the principal of 
Invictus International School Phnom 
Penh, for a free parents talk on Fri-
day, May 15, from 12pm-1pm. Scan 
the QR code below to find out more 
and to register.
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‘Unconquerable’ Invictus ensuring 
quality education during Covid crisis
With the global 
coronavirus outbreak 
bringing uncertainty  
to Cambodia’s education 
sector, Clive Swale, the 
principal of Invictus 
International School 
Phnom Penh, talks to 
The Post about the 
institution’s efforts 
to bring its accessible 
quality education to 
the Kingdom.

The Invictus offer is to further provide accessible quality education.

Clive Swale, the principal of Invictus International School Phnom Penh.

The first 100 students who enrol at Invictus International School Phnom Penh will receive a special discounted fee. 
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