
Kampot man 
on Philippine 
flight positive 
for Covid-19
Phuon Chansereivuth

THE Ministry of 
Health on Thursday 
confirmed a new 

case of Covid-19.
It said the man, a 26-year-
old from Kampong Trach 
commune in Kampot 
province’s Kampong Trach 
district, had recently 
returned from South Korea 
through a connecting flight 
from the Philippines.
Official flight records 
showed the man had 
arrived in the Kingdom on 
Wednesday at 10am with 
62 other passengers, 14 of 
them women.
Among them, 23 are 
Korean, three Japanese, 34 
Cambodians and one each 
who are Belgian, 
Taiwanese and Dutch.
The ministry said all the 
passengers were isolated at 
a quarantine centre near the 
Phnom Penh International 
Airport and had their 
samples taken for testing.
Only the 26-year-old was 
confirmed Covid-19 
positive and has since 
been sent to the Khmer-
Soviet Friendship hospital 
for treatment, it said.
The remaining 62 
passengers are being 
quarantined for14 days at 
a hotel in Phnom Penh, it 
added.

I
NDIA and Bangladesh 
began a massive clean-up 
on Thursday after the fierc-
est cyclone since 1999 

killed at least 88 people, leaving 
a trail of destruction in its wake.

Cyclone Amphan flattened 
houses, uprooted trees, blew 
off roofs and toppled electric-
ity pylons, while a storm surge 
inundated coastal villages 
and wrecked shrimp farms 
vital to the local economy.

The UN office in Bangla-
desh said about 10 million 
people were affected, and 
some 500,000 people may 
have lost their homes.

But the death toll was far 
lower than the many thou-
sands killed in previous cy-
clones – a result of improved 
weather forecasting and bet-
ter response plans.

However, the disaster has 
raised fears that overcrowding 
in storm shelters will exacer-
bate the spread of Covid-19.

India’s West Bengal report-
ed 72 deaths – including 14 
in the capital Kolkata – with 
state premier Mamata Baner-
jee saying: “I haven’t seen a 
disaster of this magnitude.” 

In Bangladesh, the official 
death toll was 12.

Improved weather forecast-
ing meant Bangladesh was 
able to move some 2.4 million 
people into shelters or out of 
the storm’s direct path, while 
India evacuated some 650,000.

At least 10 million people were 
still without power on Thurs-
day afternoon in the worst-hit 

districts of Bangladesh, said 
Moin Uddin, the head of the 
rural electricity board.

“A huge number of electric-
ity poles fell after they were 
lashed by the cyclone, or they 
were hit by a huge number 
of fallen trees. Transformers, 
conductors and meters were 
also destroyed,” he said.

Residents of Kolkata woke 
to flooded streets, with the 

city’s signature yellow taxis 
up to their bonnets in water 
in one neighbourhood.

“The impact of Amphan 
is worse than coronavirus. 
Thousands of mud huts have 
been levelled, trees uprooted, 
roads washed away and crops 
destroyed,” Banerjee said.

Other officials said they 
were waiting for damage re-
ports from the Sundarbans, 

the vast mangrove area that 
is home to endangered Ben-
gal tigers and which bore the 
brunt of the storm.

“We are particularly con-
cerned over the wild animals. 
They can be washed away 
during a storm surge in high 
tide,” forest chief Moyeen Ud-
din Khan said.

The cyclone weakened as it 
moved north through Bangla-

desh, but still unleashed heavy 
rains and fierce winds in Cox’s 
Bazar, the district which hous-
es about one million Rohingya 
refugees from Myanmar.

The UN said that the effect 
in the vast camps of flimsy 
shacks appeared to be “fairly 
minimal”.

The area most affected by 
Amphan, the first “super cy-
clone” to form over the Bay 
of Bengal since 1999, was the 
Satkhira district of south-
west Bangladesh.

There a storm surge – a 
wall of ocean water that is 
often one of the main killers 
in major weather systems – 
roared inland and destroyed 
embankments protecting vil-
lages and shrimp farms.

In the village of Purba Du-
rgabati, hundreds of locals 
worked through the night to 
mend a breach in a levee, but 
to no avail. Some 600 homes 
and thousands of shrimp 
farms were hit.

“My home has gone un-
derwater. My shrimp farm 
is gone. I don’t know how I 
am going to survive,” Omar 
Faruq, 28, said.

“The coronavirus has already 
taken a toll on people. Now 
the cyclone has made them 
paupers,” said local councillor 
Bhabotosh Kumar Mondal.

The last super cyclone in 
1999 left nearly 10,000 dead in 
India’s Odisha state, eight years 
after a typhoon, tornadoes and

‘Fiercest cyclone’ kills 88

Continued – Page 11

Villagers salvage items from their house damaged by cyclone amphan in Midnapore, West Bengal, india, 
on thursday. AFP

Kingdom’s bicycle exports pedal past virus
Hin Pisei

WHILE bicycle industries around the 
world rust during the ongoing coro-
navirus pandemic, the Kingdom’s 
locally-assembled ones continue to 
pedal into the international market 
in higher numbers.

Local channel BTV News reported 
that the Kingdom exported some 
498,000 bicycles worth about $119 
million in the first quarter of this 

year, more than $10 million over the 
same period last year.

Cambodia Chamber of Commerce 
vice-president Lim Heng told The Post 
on Thursday that exports of locally-
assembled bicycles can only gain trac-
tion as traffic and health concerns 
force people to reconsider their pri-
mary means of transportation.

“The market can only expand and 
unfold its potential in the future, as 
more countries around the world 

think about developing lanes for 
bicycles.

“Bicycle exports will continue to 
increase in the second quarter, 
buoyed by a heightened aversion to 
public transport. Cycling as a work-
out option is not likely to decline 
anytime soon,” said Heng.

Steadfast in his positive outlook of 
the market, he highlighted that now 
is the opportunity to invest in bicycle 
assembly in Cambodia for export.

Royal Academy of Cambodia eco-
nomic researcher Hong Vanak said 
though the Covid-19 pandemic con-
tinues to snarl exports around the 
world, bicycle exports are rolling out 
of the Kingdom at a leisurely pace.

He noted that as exports continue 
on a roll, the components required 
for assembly will see demand 
increase accordingly.

“Though some orders were cancelled 
during the first quarter due to Covid-19 

concerns, bicycle exports from Cam-
bodia remained in the green. This 
growth is a vital contributor to nation-
al economic development,” he said.

On February 12, the EU Commis-
sion announced the partial with-
drawal of the Everything But Arms 
(EBA) scheme.

The suspension affects one-fifth or 
€1 billion ($1.1 billion) of Cambodia’s 
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ID law in works for Cambodian citizens

Vehicle drivers 
fined $126K for 
excessive cargo

Voun Dara

OFFICIaLS from the ministries 
of Interior, and Justice, met with 
working group members and 
legal experts on Wednesday to 

review and discuss a draft law 
concerning identification meth-
ods in the country.

The draft law is expected to be 
completed by the end of this year.

The interior ministry’s Gen-

eral Department of Identifica-
tion spokesman Top Net said: 
“at the meeting, we discussed 
and reviewed this draft law 
article by article in regards to 
its meaning and content.”

He said inter-ministry officials 
would continue meeting to dis-
cuss and review of the draft law 
every two weeks to finish it by 
the end of this year.

The ministry’s meeting 
report said the draft law will 
make identification registra-
tion more efficient.

The report said: “This draft 
law will guarantee that every-
one has legal identification by 
registering in the registrar and 
registering their identification.

“Providing everyone with 
proper identification guaran-
tees human rights will be 
respected and services can be 
provided. The plan will encour-
age social development.”

Net said the draft law encom-
passes all individuals living in 
Cambodia and Cambodian 
citizens living abroad.

On may 13, minister of Inte-
rior Sar Kheng urged the Gen-
eral Department of Identifica-
tion to finish the draft law by 
the end of this year. He said its 
main purpose is to identify 
Cambodian citizens.

Soth Koemsoeun

mINISTRy of Public Works and 
Transport authorities detained 
298 vehicles for being over the 
weight limit and fined their 
drivers over 505 million riel 
($126,250) in april.

ang Snuol station in Kandal 
province and meanchey sta-
tion in Kratie province each 
caught 37 vehicles, the highest 
total among all weigh stations, 
according to a ministry report 
released on Wednesday.

ministry spokesman Heang 
Sotheayuth said on Thursday 
that the ministry will install 
more scales to catch vehicles 
travelling over the legally per-
mitted weight.

The scales will be installed 
on newly built roads to 
decrease the damage done to 
them by overweight vehicles.

In addition to using scales in 
main locations, the ministry 
will provide a team with mobile 
scales to use when normal 
weigh stations are overbur-
dened, he said.

minister Sun Chanthol said: 
“Please have empathy for our 
government, which raises 

funds to build the roads that we 
destroy. We have to protect our 
roads as they were built from 
the sweat of our citizens.”

Kandal provincial Depart-
ment of Public Works and 
Transport director moeng you-
leng said on Thursday that 
officials will continue to 
enforce the law and stop vehi-
cles carrying excessive 
amounts of goods.

In april, the authorities 
detained 70 lorries delivering 
goods over the weight limit, 
he said.

National Police spokesman 
Chhay Kim Khoeun said on 
Thursday that from may 1 to 
may 20, traffic police checked 
and punished 30,658 vehicles 
– 22,560 motorbikes and 8,098 
cars.

On may 20 alone, traffic 
police fined 1,352 vehicle oper-
ators – 981 motorbike riders 
and 371 motorists, he said.

“There were seven traffic 
accidents which caused four 
deaths and 11 injuries, eight of 
which were considered seri-
ous. However, despite this, 
traffic accidents have dropped 
considerably,” he said.

US sends $7.5 million in aid 
to Cambodia over Covid-19
Thou Vireak

U
S ambaSSaDOR 
to Cambodia Pat-
rick murphy told 
a press conference 

on Thursday that the US will 
provide $7.5 million in grants 
to the Cambodian govern-
ment to help it address the 
economic and health impacts 
of the Covid-19 outbreak.

He said $5 million will be 
designated to help restore the 
economy while the remain-
ing $2.5 million will go to the 
Kingdom’s health sector. The 
funding was provided by the 
US agency for International 
Development (USaID).

The contributions will help 
the Kingdom test for Covid-
19, improve the health sector 

and help the economy recov-
er, he said.

“We all know that the pan-
demic has posed economic 
challenges and affected peo-
ples’ livelihoods. a portion of 
the funding will be dedicated 
to helping those who have been 
most affected by the global pan-
demic,” said murphy.

minister of Economy and 
Finance aun Pornmoniroth 
told the press conference that 
in the short term, the grant 
will be used to improve the 
daily lives of Cambodians. 

He said the funding will also 
help rearrange vocational train-
ing programmes for affected 
people in the private sector.

“The government and the 
Cambodian people thank the 
US government and people for 

providing timely and targeted 
intervention assistance. It is 
a meaningful gesture for the 
Cambodian people,” he said.

The government plans to 
launch social assistance pro-
grammes to ease peoples’ 
hardships and provide stability 
by providing cash transfers to 
poor and vulnerable families.

It also plans on creating a 
cash-for-work programme 
and short-term skills training 
workshops to increase work-
ers’ abilities and enable them 
to find new jobs.

“The Covid-19 disease not 
only has a serious impact 
on public health, but it also 
threatens social and econom-
ic development worldwide, 
including Cambodia,” he said.

murphy said the US has 

provided more than $11 mil-
lion in aid to the Cambodian 
government since the out-
break of Covid-19.

The Garment manufacturers 
association in Cambodia has 
said that more than 180 factories 
in the Kingdom had suspended 
operations while another 60 
were at risk of shutting down.

It added that 200,000 gar-
ment workers were directly 
affected and two million indi-
rectly affected by the virus.

as of april 29, 2,865 of 9,689 
tourism businesses have been 
suspended or closed, affecting 
46,369 employees, while 96 of 
6,416 tour guides have sus-
pended their licences, Fresh 
News quoted minister of 
Tourism Thong Khon as say-
ing at a press conference.

Minister of Economy and Finance Aun Pornmoniroth (left) and US Ambassador Patrick Murphy. HENG CHIVOAN

Ministry of Justice undersecretary of state Chan Sotheavy. INtErIOr MINIstry

Transport authorities detained 298 overweight lorries. Mpwt



Ry Sochan

THE Ministry of Environment is 
set to mark the International Day 
for Biological Diversity on May 
22, with a celebration intended 
to improve cooperation with 
international partner organisa-
tions. The theme of the event is 
Our solutions are in nature.

The ministry said it wants to 
improve management and con-
servation of biological diversity 
in Cambodia more effectively 
and wants the public to be more 
aware of the value of biological 
diversity and ecosystems. 

International Day for Bio-
logical Diversity this year will 
be changed to a live discussion 
forum through social media 
platforms and television 
because of Covid-19.

Scientists and expert in bio-
logical diversity from minis-
tries, institutions and other 
partner organisations will also 
join the forum.

Ministry of Environment 
spokesman Neth Pheaktra told 
The Post on Thursday that the 
topic of the discussion is the 
role of biological diversity in 
response to various problems 
for sustainable development. 

It includes discussing climate 
change, dependence on natural 
resources, food and water secu-
rity and living with sustainabil-
ity as a foundation of biological 
diversity in the future. 

“There will be a lot of events 
this year and it is a special 

year for global biological 
diversity,” he said. 

Pheaktra said the UN declared 
May 22 International Day for 
Biological Diversity to focus on 
sustainability, climate change 
prevention, energy, food, and 
various ways to support nation-
al and local economies. 

He said the purpose of creating 
this day is to foster knowledge, 
make people more aware of the 
value of biological diversity, its 
adjoining problems and conser-
vation nationally and globally. 

On Wednesday, the UN Devel-
opment Programme (UNDP) 
said on its official Facebook 
page: “Given the ongoing Covid-
19 pandemic, the International 
Day for Biological Diversity 
2020 will be commemorated 

through its first-ever online-
only campaign.

“This year’s theme focuses 
on nature-based solutions for 
the betterment and protection 
of all life on earth.

“Despite all our technologi-
cal advances, we are com-
pletely dependent on healthy 
and vibrant ecosystems for our 
health, water, food, medicines, 
clothes, fuel, shelter and ener-
gy, just to name a few.”

The Facebook page of the 
Convention on Biological 
Diversity said: “The slogan ‘our 
solutions are in nature’ empha-
sises hope, solidarity and the 
importance of working togeth-
er at all levels to build a future 
of life in harmony with 
nature.”
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Voun Dara

PREaH Sihanouk provincial 
governor Kuoch Chamroeun 
held a meeting on Wednesday 
with the Prek Kampong Smach 
fisheries management team 
and advised officials to create 
a working group to study eco-
nomic data from the area and 
promote ecotourism.

Prek Kampong Smach is a 
stream which flows through 
six communes in Preah Siha-
nouk’s Prey Nop district and 
receives water from 16 tribu-
taries in the surrounding area.

Preah Sihanouk Provin-
cial Hall spokesman Kheang 
Phearum said the region 
could benefit greatly from an 
economic and conservation 
standpoint.

“Chamroeun has instructed 
officials to set up a working 
group to share comprehen-
sive ideas based on the study 
of economic data in order 
to generate revenue for the 
protection, conservation 
and management of the Prek 
Kampong Smach area.

“The aim is to promote eco-

tourism projects, enhance 
the livelihoods of local people 
and increase the richness of 
research activities in the re-
gion,” he said.

Head of the provincial hall’s 
public relations and coopera-
tion bureau Prak Visal said the 
stream, which is more than 
10km long, flows to Veal Rinh 
beach across National Road 
3 (Kampot province to Prey 
Nop district) at Kampong 
Smach Bridge.

On either side of the road, 
there are 39 species of man-
groves in addition to sea-
grasses and muddy fields full 
of birds, which could be used 
as paddy fields.

“Prek Kampong Smach has 
a total area of 5,848ha, includ-
ing 2,879ha of water and 72ha 
of mud sediment. There are 
1,541ha of protected fisheries 
and 1,356ha designated for 
multi-purpose use,” Visal said.

Prek Kampong Smach was 
selected as a Fisheries Man-
agement area with funding 
from Partnerships in Envi-
ronmental Management for 
the Seas of East asia (PEM-

SEa) in 2009. The Koh Rong 
archipelago is the only other 
official Fisheries Manage-
ment area.

However, Preah Siha-
nouk’s Department of Infor-
mation said on its Facebook 
page that the Prek Kampong 
Smach’s mangrove forests 
and fisheries face deforesta-
tion, floods, illegal fishing, 
and solid waste disposal as 
people scramble to claim 
land on the stream’s edge.

Preah Sihanouk provincial 
Tourism department director 
Taing Socheat Kroesna said 
on Wednesday that a nation-
al development policy has 
helped create more ecotour-
ism sites.

“In the Prek Kampong 
Smach area, being an ecot-
ourism site has given people 
the opportunity to sell tour-
ism services in the com-
munity. They have stopped 
destroying natural resources 
and turned to preservation 
and conservation, including 
shrimp farming and other 
tourist services in the area,” 
he said.

Prek Kampong Smach a potential 
for ecotourism in Preah Sihanouk

Bar association builds 
room for lawyer, client 
Kim Sarom

T
HE Bar association of 
the Kingdom of Cam-
bodia (BaKC) has set 
up a legal office in all 

25 municipal-provincial pris-
ons to make it easier to main-
tain confidentiality between 
lawyers and clients in prepa-
ration for court proceedings.

Lim Chanlida, a lawyer and 
BaKC construction commit-
tee head, said the association 
spent about $150,000 to build 
a legal room in each prison. 
Legal rooms have so far been 
constructed and equipped in 
19 prisons. Only six rooms 
have not been completed.

She said construction has 
been completed in Kam-
pong Speu, Tbong Khmum, 
Takeo, Kampot, Prey Veng, 

Svay Rieng, Kampong Chh-
nang, Battambang, Banteay 
Meanchey, Oddar Meanchey, 
Kampong Thom, Preah Vihear, 
Correctional Centre 1, the Po-
lice Judiciare (PJ) Correction-
al Centre, Preah Sihanouk, 
Kratie, Siem Reap, Stung Treng 
and Pailin provinces. 

Other provinces such as Koh 
Kong, Ratanakkiri, Mondulkiri, 
Kandal, Pursat and Correction-
al Centre 2 remain 90 per cent 
finished but haven’t received 
equipment.

Chanlida said some pris-
ons have places for lawyers 
to meet clients, but they are 
not perfect. In some prisons, 
there is no room for a lawyer 
to meet with a client and they 
do so under a tree which does 
not look proper.

The legal rooms are 5m by 

5m and each room has air 
conditioning, a table and 
five chairs. Prison labour was 
used for construction.

The construction, she said, 
was scheduled to be complet-
ed by June, followed by a grand 
opening ceremony hosted by 
BaKC president Soun Visal.

BaKC began constructing 
the rooms in august 2018 af-
ter lawyers found it difficult 
to visit clients in prison.

Soeung Sen Karuna, a se-
nior investigator at rights 
group adhoc, previously told 
The Post that the legal room 
provided private consultation 
between a lawyer and client.

“I hope the construction of 
this legal room will benefit the 
client as well as the lawyer to be 
able to meet without interfer-
ence or restrictions,” he said.

The legal offices will be set up in all 25 municipal-provincial prisons to make it easier to maintain confidentiality 
between lawyers and clients in preparation for court proceedings. supplied

Kingdom set to mark Int’l 
Day for Biological Diversity

Tourists paddle their kayaks in a flooded forest in O’Svay commune, in 
Stung Treng province’s Thala Barivat district. post staff



Khouth Sophak Chakrya

O
NE person died and 
four others suffered 
injuries after two ve-
hicles crashed along 

National Road 6 in Chrouk 
commune, Pouk district, Siem 
Reap province. The accident 
caused the drivers to lose con-
trol of their vehicles and crash 
into two nearby houses.

District police chief Tep Pum-
sen told The Post on Thursday 
that a “horrifying” traffic acci-

dent happened on Wednesday. 
Reth Sarith, 27, the driver of 

a lorry delivering ice died on 
the spot. He hailed from Lvea 
commune in Puok district. 
Sok Yeang Phearuth, 17, the 
other driver who was deliv-
ering fish and his passenger, 
Chun Rothy, 27, were injured.

Villagers Hang Vireak, 29 
and Nat Channa, 27 sustained 
serious and minor injuries re-
spectively. After the incident, 
the police took the victims to 
Puok Referral Hospital and 

contacted relatives of the de-
ceased. Both vehicles were 
taken to the Puok district po-
lice office.

“This accident was caused 
by the driver delivering fish 
after his right front tire ex-
ploded and he lost control of 
his vehicle. He crashed into 
the ice lorry that was travel-
ling from the opposite direc-
tion. The two houses involved 
were destroyed.

“Meanwhile, Phearuth and 
Rothy are being treated at 
Puok Referral Hospital under 
the guard of our police offi-
cers who are waiting to ques-
tion them,” Pumsen said.

Villager Vireak’s father Hang 
Roeung, 60, told The Post on 
Thursday that he would not 
file a complaint if the driver 
agreed to compensate him 
for house damage, materials 
and the treatment of his son.

The 5.5m by 7m house was 
damaged almost entirely, 
Roeung said. “I just want a 
suitable compensation of 
$10,000 to treat my son, fix 

the house and buy other ma-
terials that were damaged and 
I don’t want to sue,” he said. 

Similarly, Choun Len, 34, 
who is the husband of the vic-
tim Nat Channa, 27, the owner 
of a 4m by 5m house, said he 
wanted a peaceful solution 
and compensation of $5,000 to 
fix the house and treat his wife.

According to Article 41 of 
the traffic road law, a person 
with the right to drive a fam-
ily car with nine seats must be 
18 years old or more and they 
have to hold a type B licence. 
A lorry driver must be 22 years 
old and hold a type C licence.

National Road Safety Com-
mittee spokesman Chhuon 
Von told The Post that accord-
ing to the report, the driver de-
livering fish was in the wrong 
since he is only 17 years old.

“The offence cannot be for-
given because he caused the 
accident,” he said.

He called on drivers to re-
spect and follow traffic laws 
and drive their vehicles with 
great responsibility.

Voun Dara

A GROUP of technical workers from the 
Takeo provincial Department of Culture 
and Fine Arts are repairing the 11th-cen-
tury Chisor Mountain historical temple.

The job includes work on the stairs, 
paths to the mountain and two ponds in 
Dorkpor Village in Samrong commune.

Provincial Department of Culture and Fine 
Arts director Chet Pisoth told The Post on 
Thursday that monks and residents around 
the mountain requested the repairs. He said 
the work is being funded by donors.

“Chisor Mountain is the historical site 
left by Cambodian ancestors in the Kouk 
Thlok period.

“Currently, a pagoda is also being built 
near the mountain. Monks and residents 
requested that the stairs and ponds be 
repaired. We already repaired the way to the 
mountain and are continuing to repair the 
stairs spanning nearly 400m,” he said.

Pisoth said the Chisor mountain site and 
temples in Chisor are being prepared to be 
listed as World Heritage sites. The Department 
of Culture and Fine Arts, through the Ministry 
of Culture and Fine Arts, has filed documents 
to the UNESCO evaluation committee.

He said currently, the stairs at the south-
ern section are old and the handrails are 

broken, making it difficult to climb. The 
two ponds have also suffered damage. 

The mountain includes ancient temples 
that the ministry has already planned to work 
on, Pisoth said. For now, only a small number 
of tourists have visited the mountain.

The work has been undertaken by a 
wealthy local donor known only as Namady 

and some other people. The renovation is 
to make the area a tourist destination.  

The department’s deputy head of the 
Heritage Office Chhorn Bunhak said the 
stairs on the mountain were being fixed 
in three places. But only one staircase 
with 610 steps is historic and it is made 
from sandstone.
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One dead, four hurt in crash
Two lorries collided sending both crashing into two nearby homes with residents inside. siem reap information department

The Department of Culture and Fine Arts is making the needed repairs. takeo culture department

Officials accused of 
permitting land sale

Chisor Mt temple site under repairs

Khorn Savi

RESIDENTS and civil society 
organisations on Thursday 
filed a joint complaint with the 
Mondulkiri Provincial Court 
against Pech Chreada district 
officials, including village and 
commune chiefs and the gov-
ernor, for permitting the sale of 
community forest land.

A resident said more than 
1,000ha of land was cleared.

Three members of the 
Bunong ethnic group in the 
district and an Adhoc official 
filed the complaint against  
Pou Chroch village chief Blok 
Chrov, Sre Ampoum com-
mune chief Thuy Bunloeun 
and Pech Chreada district 
governor Meul Soeun.

The complaint stated the 
three officials signed and 
stamped a letter allowing 
1,231ha to be sold illegally for 
private ownership. The land 
has been recognised by the 
Ministry of Agriculture, For-
estry and Fisheries since 2013. 

“Please take back 231ha of 
land as state property. Restore 
damaged forests and condemn 
those who are involved in forest 
loss according to the law,” the 
complaint read.

Activist Kroeung Tola, who is 
listed as a complainant, said 
according to information he 
received, most of the land was 
sold by villagers. They alleg-
edly bribed commune author-
ities with money to sign the 
letter permitting the sale.

“Legally, any area registered 
as state land cannot be taken 
[for private occupation] with-
out a letter confirming the 
transfer of public property to 
private property,” he said.

Pou Chroch villager Kim 
Mhach said that 60 per cent of 
the forest land in question has 
been cleared since 2018. Mhach 
fears that if preventive action is 
not taken soon, the entire for-
est could be wiped out.

He further said the commu-
nity had filed a previous com-
plaint against the authorities 

for clearing the forest. 
“The names of people who 

sold the land are not known. 
The forest land is still logged, 
cleared and encroached upon. 
When we posted these activi-
ties on social media, they 
[activities] seemed to stop. We 
don’t know if the clearing will 
continue or stop,” he said.

District governor Meul Soeun 
and commune chief Thuy Bun-
loeun could not be reached for 
comment on Thursday.

The Pou Kroch village chief 
said the community forest land 
in the village was transferred by 
the Ministry of Agriculture to 
the Ministry of Environment.

National and provincial 
officials gave land in the area 
back to more than 30 families 
because they were found to 
have owned it since 2005, 
before the announcement of 
recognition by the Ministry 
of Agriculture.

 Provincial Department of 
Environment director Keo 
Sopheak could not be reached 
for comment on Thursday but 
he previously said that com-
munity forest land in Sre 
Ampoum was transformed into 
a biodiversity conservation 
area under the supervision of 
the Ministry of Environment.

Mondulkiri provincial hall 
spokesperson Sok Sera said he 
was not aware of any charges 
against officials in Pech 
Chreada concerning the loss of 
community forest land. 

He suggested that citizens 
file a complaint to the prov-
ince before deciding to file a 
case to the court.

“If they have already filed a 
complaint to the court, we 
can’t do anything. This is 
their right and now we have 
to wait for the court to handle 
the case,” he said.

In a separate incident, Sre 
Ampoum commune police 
summoned two residents for 
questioning after they claimed 
that 1,000ha of community for-
est land was cleared and occu-
pied in Pou Radet village.



Two held 
for forest 
crimes in 
Preah Vihear

THE Preah Vihear provincial 
court is holding two sus-
pects in prison for allegedly 

clearing state forest land after 
officials caught them in the act in 
Chheb district on Tuesday.

Provincial court spokeswoman 
Chum Kaniya identified the 
suspects as Chun Pheavy, 32, 
and Vart Voeun, 48. They were 
investigated by Judge Tiv Kim 
and sent to pre-trial detention. 

She said the suspects were 
charged with “clearing state for-
est land without authorisation” 
under Article 6 and Article 97 of 
the Forestry Law.

Provincial director of the 
Ministry of Agriculture, For-
estry, and Fisheries Ping Tryda 
said on Thursday that the two 
suspects used their tractors 
to clear forest near the forest 
restoration centre in M’lou Prey 
I commune’s Porteap village. 

Officials estimate they 
cleared 6.06ha.

Preah Vihear provincial Mili-
tary Police commander Kang 
Sao Kun said on Wednesday 
that his forces cooperated with 
officials from the province’s For-
estry Administration and local 
police to stop the two suspects.

Forestry Administration Pro-
vincial director Nuon Sokhom 
was quoted by a local newspaper 
as saying that Voeun claimed to 
be the owner of the land he was 
ploughing. Soth KoemSoeun

National
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NGOs: Vaccines must be 
free and available to needy
Ry Sochan

OXFam and four other organi-
sations have kick-started a 
month-long social media cam-
paign to mobilise a million sup-
porters to send the message to 
world leaders that when a Cov-
id-19 vaccine is found it must 
be free and fairly distributed to 
everyone on the planet.

The organisations include 
the Cooperation Committee 
for Cambodia (CCC), NGOFo-
rum (NGOF), Health action 
Coordinating Committee 
(HaCC) and médecins Sans 
Frontières (mSF). The cam-
paign launched on Thursday 
and will go until June 20. 

NGOF executive director Tek 
Vannara told The Post on 
Thursday that these organisa-
tions want a vaccine to be dis-
tributed fairly and equally to 
all of mankind.

He said distribution must 
go first to those who have 
been victimised. They include 
refugees, poor people, and 
widows who lack protection 
and children.

“all world leaders need to pay 
more attention to ensure that 
the world has an adequate flow 
of resources, including finan-
cial, technical, equipment, 
research expertise on vaccines, 
medicines and information to 
prevent Covid-19,” he said.

The five organisations  said 
in a joint press release that in 
2009, during the swine flu pan-
demic, rich nations made large 
advanced orders for the vac-

cine from manufacturers.
This meant that the rest of the 

world received the vaccine in 
much lower quantities and at a 
much slower rate and were una-
ble to vaccinate their citizens.

Since the outbreak of Covid-
19, rich nations have been try-
ing to monopolise access to 
vital supplies such as oxygen, 
diagnostic tests, ventilators 
and personal protective equip-
ment (PPE), according to their 
press release.

The organisations said the 
head of the african Centre for 
Disease Control had written 
about how african nations have 
found themselves forced to the 
back of the queue, being told 
they will have to wait six months 

for vital equipment as it had 
been bought by rich nations.

“all of this suggests that there 
is a risk that a vaccine, when 
discovered, will only be avail-
able to the lucky few and tai-
lor-made for profit, and not for 
the people who need it most,” 
the press release said.

ministry of Health spokes-
woman Or Vandine could not 
be reached for comment on 
Thursday. 

But, at a press conference 
last month, minister of Health 
mam Bun Heng demanded 
that the World Health Organi-
sation dispense them to Cam-
bodia when there are effective 
medicines and vaccines recog-
nised by it.

Oxfam and others have launched a campaign to send world leaders a 
message that Covid-19 treatments can’t be hoarded by the rich. Supplied

Pursat governor says land disputes 
no longer a major problem in area
Long Kimmarita

P
URSaT provincial gov-
ernor mao Thonin has 
claimed that land dis-
putes between resi-

dents and major companies 
allowed to manage land in the 
province are no longer a prob-
lem and minor disputes have 
been solved through land dis-
pute resolutions each week.

The claim was made at a 
Thursday press conference. 
more than 30 people, including 
leaders and department direc-
tors, attended the conference. 

“Concerning past land dis-
putes, they are very complex, 
particularly disputes between 
residents and companies.

“But we solved those prob-
lems by examining the rea-
sons and documents. Some-
times, if residents claim the 
land belongs to them, they 
have a document with a clear 
map,” Thonin said.

He said that solving chronic 
land disputes hasn’t ended 
though. Solutions are made 
every week by a committee 
that was formed to reach goals 
through land dispute solution 
working groups in the provin-
cial and district levels down 
to the communes.

“We solved major land dis-
putes but concerning the cur-
rent land disputes, I think of 

them as family disputes. Land 
was not expensive in the past 
and land boundary problems 
were rare. 

“But now the land is expen-
sive and the number of fam-
ily members has grown. They 
also need land,” he said.

Thonin said in the past, it 
was not common to post land 
boundary markers. Planted 

trees served in place of the 
boundaries. Once the trees 
were cut down and removed 
the boundary markers disap-
peared,” he said.

Pursat provincial Depart-
ment of Land management, 
Urban Planning and Construc-
tion director aun Sothear told 
The Post on Thursday that the 
province had previously set up 

mechanisms to solve a great 
many land disputes. He said 
the result has been positive.

“Having participated in 
solving the disputes, there are 
mixed cases each week. In the 
past week, we solved 10 land 
disputes. But as the governor 
said, they were only simple dis-
putes and there are no major 
ones like before,” Sothear said.

Pursat Licadho Investigator 
Kem Kimsrun said in his ob-
servation, major land disputes 
in the province were solved. He 
said people don’t gather to pro-
test like in other provinces.

However, he still wants the 
leaders of other provinces to 
continue setting up clear-cut 
policies to solve land disputes 
quickly and transparently.

Pursat provincial governor Mao Thonin says land disputes between residents and companies are under control in his province.  heng chivoan
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annual exports to the EU’s 27-nation 
bloc.

The decision would take effect on 
august 12, unless the Parliament 
objects. The partial withdrawal would 
affect selected garment and footwear 
products, and all travel goods and 
sugar, the EU Commission said.

For years the Kingdom’s bicycle 
manufacturers have enjoyed con-
tinued growth to the European mar-
ket owing to their duty-free export 
status under EBa, which exempts 
their shipments from the EU’s 14 per 
cent import duty. That figure is six 
per cent for electric bicycles.

Last year, ministry of Commerce 
spokesman Seang Thay said bicycles 
need to comprise of a minimum of 
40 per cent local components to 
qualify for duty-free status in the EU, 
although goods from other aSEaN 
nations can also count as local mate-
rials in certain cases.

Thay said if tariffs are imposed on 
bicycles, exports will slow, but it 
does not mean Cambodia will com-
pletely lose its market.

“Exports will see a tiny decline, 

but I don’t think it is a major prob-
lem. The government has intro-
duced several reforms making pro-
duction costs lower. This will allow 
exporters to continue shipping 
goods to the EU market,” he said.

Netherlands-based bicycle industry 
specialist website Bike Europe report-
ed that the Kingdom has been the lead-
ing supplier of bicycles to the EU since 
2017, overtaking Taiwan, which held 
the position for over two decades.

Cambodia exported more than 1.42 

million bicycles in 2017, up nine per 
cent from 1.29 million in 2016, it 
reported.

Cambodia exported a total of 1.52 
million bikes to the European market 
in 2018, worth $331 million, said a 
World Bank report. This makes bicy-
cle exports to the EU market the third 
most important product of Cambo-
dia after garment and footwear.

With additional reporting by 
Patrocinio Rivera

acleda set to 
issue initial 
public offering 
on monday
May Kunmakara

a
CLEDa Bank Plc 
(acleda) will become 
the first commercial 
bank to issue an ini-

tial public offering (IPO) on 
the Cambodia Securities 
Exchange (CSX) on may 25.

acleda, the country’s largest 
locally-owned commercial 
bank, completed its book-
building process, which deter-
mines the price of the initial 
stock by generating and ana-
lysing investor demand, in 
mid-march.

The final offering price was 
set at 16,200 riel ($4.05) per 
share.

Some 2,497 investors sub-
scribed to the bank’s shares, 
95.6 per cent of whom were 
local investors with the 
remaining investments com-
ing from foreigners. 

acleda president and group 

managing director In Channy 
said the new public share-
holders of the bank will be 
able to enjoy the benefits of 
the bank’s growth through 
dividends and capital gains.

“We are delighted to 
announce that acleda will be 
listed on the CSX on monday, 
may 25. Through acleda’s IPO, 
individual and institutional 
investors now have the oppor-
tunity to invest in a listed com-
mercial bank for the first time 
in the Kingdom.

“acleda’s IPO attracted 
many Cambodian retai l 
investors to the CSX for the 
first time and will continue to 
contribute to the develop-
ment of the Cambodian cap-
ital market,” he said. 

yuanta Securities (Cambo-
dia) Plc managing director 
Han Kyung-tae said that with 
acleda’s shares listed on the 
CSX, the total market capi-

talisation of the CSX will be 
tripled. 

“We are honoured and 
pleased to have been part of 
this monumental project as 
the sole financial adviser and 
to contribute to the develop-
ment of the Cambodia securi-
ties market.

“We believe that acleda took 
a very important first step 
towards becoming a true peo-
ple’s bank through the IPO.”

“yuanta, as the lead man-
ager [underwriter] of this sig-
nificant project, will continue 
to help the issuer and public 
investors by focusing on 

enhancing the liquidity of the 
bank’s shares in the secondary 
market,” said Han.

He said yuanta will assist the 
bank with follow-on offerings 
and block trades in the future 
to attract more foreign inves-
tors to Cambodia’s still-young 
stock market.

acleda started as an NGO in 
1993 with a $600,000 capital 
investment. 

Since its founding, the bank’s 
capital has increased 700-fold, 
with total assets expanding 
9,000-fold to about $6 billion, 
and net profit rising nearly 
2,000-fold, said Channy.

VaNTIX Solution and Technology 
Service JSC, an affiliate of Vietnam’s 
largest conglomerate VinGroup JSC, 
on Tuesday announced that it will 
introduce VinHR to improve labour 
productivity.

VinHR is a management solution 
capable of increasing the production 
abilities of unskilled workers by as 
much as 25 per cent. 

It will allow management to collect 
data from individuals through smart-
wrist devices to improve productiv-
ity. Tests carried out on staff working 
a number of VinGroup sectors have 
already shown positive results.

This will allow Vingroup to become 
one of the first units in the world to 
provide solutions to optimise labour 
productivity through personal Inter-
net of Things devices and artificial 
intelligence.

VinHR uses a specific learning 
model to train and automatically 
identify employee’s movements 
through technology, including Vband, 
a smartwrist device, aI infrastructure 
and management software, in addi-
tion to an intelligent measurement 
system providing a comprehensive 
and detailed vision of performance 
for managers and business owners.

Vantix’s test showed that VinHR 
solution helps increase 25 per cent of 

labour productivity, especially suit-
able for unskilled employers who are 
working at predefined processes such 
as tourism, hotels and factories.

Developed by Vantix and VinSmart 
Research and manufacturer JSC, the 
price of Vband is only by one-tenth 
of others of the same kinds on the 
market.

Vantix is currently actively cooper-
ating with international experts and 
lecturers of the University of Wash-
ington to meet the requirements of 
user data security according to Gen-
eral Data Protection Regulation, 
which is a strict EU regulation with 
many provisions to protect users’ 
personally identifiable information.

Vantix director-general Nguyen 
Quang Huy said VinHR does not only 
optimise operation efficiency but 
also creates new opportunities and 
values in operation, contributing to 
improving the competitiveness of 
businesses.

“The VinHR solution set has been 
tested at Vinpearl [one of Vietnam’s 
top luxury five-star brands], followed 
by VinSmart and VinFast.

“With positive practical results, 
Vantix is ready to widely commercial-
ise VinHR solution for businesses in 
the market,” said Huy. VIET NAM NEWS/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Vingroup’s VinHR to 
up labour productivity

Loss of EBa 
‘not a major 
problem’ for 
bike exports

Acleda, the country’s largest locally-owned commercial bank, completed its book-building process in mid-March. The final offering price was set 
at 16,200 riel ($4.05) per share. HENG CHIVOAN

Bicycles need to comprise of a minimum of 40 per cent local components to qualify for 
duty-free status in the EU. AFP
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TaDa completes extended Series a round
Patrocinio Rivera

S
INGaPORE-headquartered 
start-up mVLLaBS Pte Ltd 
(mVL) announced that it had 
completed a Series a extension 

round for an undisclosed amount.
The round was led by South Korea’s 

second-largest commercial bank by 
assets and net income, Shinhan Bank 
Co Ltd, mVL said in a press release.

Seoul-based popular home living and 
furniture brand iloom Inc and Gyeonggi 
province-based aluminium die-casting 
company Samkee automotive Co Ltd 
also took part in the round, it said.

mVL is behind blockchain-based 
zero-commission ride-hailing service 
TaDa, which operates in Singapore, 
Cambodia (under the South Korean-
owned mVL TaDa Cambodia Co Ltd), 
and most recently, in Vietnam.

It said: “The financing will be used 
to fund its continued expansion 
within its existing markets and for de-
velopment of the mobility ecosystem 
built on mVL’s blockchain protocol.

“The investment will enable mVL to 
capitalise on the growth of TaDa, its 
zero-commission ride-hailing product, 
where drivers and riders strive towards 
a sustainable commuting future.

“Investments will be made into 
developing competencies to deliver 
innovative new products and servic-
es based on mVL’s blockchain.”

mVL CEO Kay Woo said: “With this 
investment, we can continue aggres-
sively on our mission to build a sustain-
able and fairer mobility ecosystem.

“We recently launched TaDa De-
livery in Cambodia to help busi-
nesses and our drivers tide through 
this Covid-19 season. This has dem-
onstrated how we can use technol-

ogy to be a force for good.
“We thank our investors for the 

trust and sharing the same vision of 
a fair, sustainable and equitable mo-
bility ecosystem.”

a Shinhan Bank spokesperson 
said: “mVL’s blockchain-based mo-
bility platform has experienced 
great growth for its users in South-
east asia over the past three years.

“With Shinhan Bank’s retail finan-
cial service capabilities, such as our 
e-wallet, we expect to create greater 
synergies that will be a win-win for 

both Shinhan and mVL.”
mVL’s flagship product TaDa – which 

is the infinitive form of the Korean verb 
‘ride’ – is the first ride-hailing service to 
take zero-commission from its drivers, 
and has more than 81,000 drivers and 
550,000 riders registered in the three 
countries where it operates.

mVL said: “mobility data such as 
transactions, movements, accidents 
and maintenance of vehicles are re-
corded and connected in a single mVL 
ecosystem. Users interact with mVL’s 
mobility data ecosystem on the block-

chain through connected services such 
as TaDa and other upcoming services.”

When TaDa rolled out in the King-
dom on January 16, last year, mVL 
said Vietnam and malaysia would 
be its next regional ports of call. De-
spite launching in Vietnam just five 
days later, no further plans to launch 
in malaysia have been announced.

On December 3, mVL announced 
another Series a investment of $5 mil-
lion led by leading South Korean ven-
ture capital firm SV Investment Corp.

Two of South Korea’s largest car 

parts manufacturers, Central Co Ltd 
(CTR) and SImWON Inc also took 
part in the funding round.

Late last month, mVL TaDa Cam-
bodia Co Ltd launched TaDa Deliv-
ery as a joint effort with the govern-
ment to combat Covid-19.

“TaDa is stepping in to help these 
businesses by launching TaDa De-
livery – a ‘final mile’ delivery solu-
tion that businesses can use to serve 
their customers wherever they are 
in Phnom Penh,” it said.

TaDa Delivery uses an online 
platform, the first of its kind in the 
Kingdom, which allows businesses 
to book and track deliveries to their 
customers as well as manage pay-
ments collected by their drivers us-
ing cash or digital payments.

The Seoul-based Shinhan Bank, 
part of Shinhan Financial Group Co 
Ltd, entered Cambodia as Shinhan 
Khmer Bank Plc in 2007 under Reg-
istration No Co-3877/07E granted 
by the ministry of Commerce, said 
its Annual Report 2012 filed to the 
National Bank of Cambodia (NBC).

Renamed to Shinhan Bank (Cam-
bodia) Plc on august 20, 2018, it is 
currently headquartered in Prampi 
makara district’s monorom com-
mune in Phnom Penh.

The NBC’s Annual Supervision Re-
port 2019 said that, as of the end of 
last year, it employed 222 people at 
its six branches in the Kingdom – all 
in Phnom Penh.

Last year, it posted $1,843,868 in total 
assets, up 78.8 per cent from $1,016,919 
in 2018. It logged $305,625 in paid-up 
capital (up 1.4 per cent), $32,658 in net 
profit (up 22.1 per cent), $223,811 in de-
posits (up 7.1 per cent) and $1,162,096 
in loans (up 50.7 per cent).

MVL is behind blockchain-based zero-commission ride-hailing service TADA, which operates in Singapore, Cambodia (under the 
South Korean-owned MVL TADA Cambodia Co Ltd), and most recently, in Vietnam. SUPPLIED



Sangeetha Amarthalingam

T
WO months after 
the announcement 
of Cambodia’s fiscal 
stimulus plan rang-

ing between $800 million 
and $2 billion, details have 
yet to be rolled out.

As ambiguity continues 
to play over the breakdown 
of the plan, the government 
continues to dispense mea-
sures from time to time with 
the recent one being a 25 per 
cent discount on electricity 
tariff for five months for four 
key sectors.

The adhoc measures sug-
gest a lack of coordination 
on the part of the govern-
ment such as the directive to 
foot $40, which is the larger 
share of suspended workers’ 
flat $70 monthly wages from 
the previously agreed sum of 
$114.

Added to this were deci-
sions to extend small and 
medium enterprise (SME) 
loan tenures to seven years, 
reopen museums, lift the ex-
port ban on standard grade 
white rice as well as the ban 
on entry for travellers from 
the US, Iran, Italy, Germany, 
Spain and France.

No doubt the flipflop dec-
larations indicate efforts 
to meet the demands of the 
business community but 
this raises a conundrum 
over the stimulus budget as 
the government seems to be 
operating based on a whim.

Most of what is known are 
those published in news re-
ports, and assumptions are 
made over the sum that has 
been expended.

For instance, out of 150,000 
garment workers who have 
been suspended, Cambodia 
Labour Confederation told 
The Post last week that 15,000 
have received $40 beginning 
in May.

That would mean that 
$600,000 has been deposited 
into workers’ accounts by 
the government.

It also means that this 
group has received the full 
$70 salary for the month, 
based on the confirmation 
by Garment Manufacturers 
Association in Cambodia 
(GMAC) that 180 factories 
that have suspended op-
erations have settled their 
monthly dues to the staff. 
This is conjecture though.

The exact figure can be veri-
fied by the Ministry of Labour 
and Vocational Training but 
requests made to its spokes-
man Heng Sour for details 
were not forthcoming.

Cash outlays?
Last November, the gov-

ernment declared a na-

tional budget of around $8.2 
billion for 2020, where $4.8 
billion was allocated for de-
velopment expenditure and 
$3.3 billion for operating ex-
penditure.

Of the total budget, $1.7 
billion was to be borrowed 
from development partners.

However, the Covid-19 
outbreak forced a revision to 
the 2020 budget, causing ap-
proved allocations for pro-
grammes to be redistrib-
uted for the stimulus 
package to bol-
ster the dire 
e f f e c t s 
on the 

economy.
The stimulus plan, equiv-

alent to seven per cent of 
Cambodia’s gross domestic 
product, is expected to see 
the economy through six 
to 12 months.

It is not known if the 
corrected budget has 
been passed by the Na-
tional Assembly.

Reports show 
that the 

budget was raised from tax 
revenue, national budget ra-
tionalisation where $471 mil-
lion was freed up, borrowings 
from development partners 

and donations.

But the absence of a stim-
ulus package breakdown 
makes it difficult to identify 
real cash outlays, or in oth-
er words, “literally putting 
money into people’s hands”.

When asked for the break-
down, Ministry of Economy 
and Finance spokesman Meas 
Sok Sensan said the govern-
ment is still processing the 
“fourth intervention” which 
is part of its measures against 
Covid-19 and post-crisis.

The actual fiscal expendi-
ture is usually modest com-
pared to a seemingly large 

budget, which in all intent 
and purposes is to con-

vince the 

citizens of the government’s 
act of helping them.

Analysts say the overall 
budget takes into account 
liquidity created by loan 
moratoriums or forbear-
ance, subsidies and debt re-
structures.

Further, from an account-
ing perspective, the source 
of funds of the budget might 
effectively be double-count-
ing, particularly that involv-
ing loans or grants from de-
velopment partners.

To date, the government 
has implemented a series of 
tax concessions to the gar-
ment and hospitality sectors, 
and expenditure and credit 
support.

But there have been no re-
ports on the government’s 
determination of cash out-
lays for vulnerable groups 
– formal and informal work-
ers – who have been made 
redundant, have had their 
salaries cut or daily income 

lowered.

Where is the SME fund?
Another anomaly 

is the provision 
of $500 million to 

$600 million in low-
interest loans for 

SMEs.
“Much was pub-

lished on the govern-
ment stimulus but 

concretely, nobody 
in the private sector 

has any clue on how 
the money is being 
spent or how to access 
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Making sense of Cambodia’s 

Covid-19 budget

Informal workers are experiencing income losses as the pandemic eats into people’s pockets. post staff

Lack of clarity over the economic stimulus plan and flipflop decisions are keeping the people 
guessing over the actual determination of the government to help Cambodians

There are the four main areas of business that have 
been adversely impacted by COVID-19 so far.  
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Business impact by sector 
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1. Finan ial Imp  ( as ow p blems, 
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95% 93% 69% 83% 88% 

2. Employee p odu y nega ely e  93% 90% 78% 88% 100% 

3. In en o y p e and quali y, supply ain 
issues (logis s ne s - inbound and/o  
ou bound) 

89% 87% 66% 80% 88% 

ease in nsume  n den e, edu ed 
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o de , b e  of on a , delay in e laun  
of new p odu s o  se es 
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company size Less an USD 
500,000 1,000,000 1,000,000 

1. Finan  imp  ow p oblems, inabili y o epay o
enego a e deb  nan  obliga on) 89% 95% 84% 

2. Employee p odu y nega ely e  89% 95% 89% 

3. In en o y p e and quali y, supply ain issues (logis s ne s - 
inbound and  ou bound) 84% 94% 80% 

ease in nsume  n den e, edu ed onsump on, inabili y 
o ful ll us ome s o de , b e  of n a s, delay in e laun  of 

new p odu s o  se es 
82% 94% 81% 

*Results from a survey conducted by YEAC on 284 micro SMEs between March 20 and 25, 2020
 
sourCe: young entrepreneurs assoCiation of Cambodia (yeaC)
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the funds,” said David Van, 
senior associate of platform 
Impact, a public-private 
partnership firm.

The provision of salaries 
and subsidies for garment 
and hotel workers was equally 
important as ensuring mon-
etary assistance for SMEs to 
ease cash flow problems.

“Otherwise they would 
have to shut down perma-
nently resulting in job loss-
es,” Van said.

In response, Sok Sensan 
maintained that the govern-
ment has the budget for the 
SME loans. “All additional 
procedures and guidelines 
will be further issued by the 
SME Bank,” he said.

However, SME Bank spokes-
man Tong Ngy claimed that 
he “could not say for sure”.

“[I] just know that, it is 
work in progress . . . [as for 
the] fund, am not sure of 
[the] details. It is subject to 
the ministry,” he said.

‘Crushing debt and poverty’
For  now, what is certain is 

the availability of $150 mil-
lion in low-interest loans, 
comprising $50 million in 
government grants and $97.5 
million raised by 33 partici-
pating financial institutions 
(pFIs), as part of an SME co-
financing scheme to assist 
businesses via the newly-set 
up state-owned SME Bank.

There is also a further 
$50 million credit for farm-
ing sector SMEs to access 
through the Agriculture and 
Rural Development Bank.

Together, that is a hefty 
safety net for the segment, 
often described as the back-
bone of the economy.

In 2018, SMEs contributed 
32 per cent to the gross do-
mestic product (GDp). Out of 
510,000 companies in Cam-
bodia, 90 per cent are SMEs 
which employ more than 1.2 
million people.

Of the total number of 
SMEs, only five per cent are 
registered, which means the 
tax break implemented by 
the government to ease the fi-
nancial burden of businesses 
in the current economic cli-
mate is probably not going to 
do anything for them.

What can help them in-

stead is a quick financing 
arrangement that could de-
liver them from the clutches 
of alleged losses and soaring 
operational costs.

But complaints by the 
business community on the 
strict application criteria in-
cluding the need for collater-
als have been piling on.

Sok Sensan said discussions 
with pFIs are ongoing to ease 
the conditions. “But we have 
to consider how we will define 
the risk-sharing as around 30 
private banks are part of the 
scheme and must be part of 
how we resolve the risks once 
the strict conditions are re-
moved,” he said.

An appeal made by 26 
business associations from 

various sectors including 
garment, hospitality, and 
rice sectors as well as the in-
ternational business cham-
bers to the government via 
the Cambodia Chamber of 
Commerce sought funding 
and guaranteed preferential 
loans to offset risks.

The letter dated April 24 
claimed that the negative 
shock of business closures 
would push many into crush-
ing debt and poverty.

“The cash flow crisis is al-
ready having serious conse-
quences as businesses are 
forced to stop paying suppli-
ers or cancel other contrac-
tual obligations.

“[This] would have a huge 
knock-on effect through-

out supply chains and the 
wider economy as it deep-
ens across more sectors,” the 
group said.

They suggested a prefer-
ential, collateral-free, work-
ing capital loan scheme re-

gardless of size, following a 
speedy, simplified due dili-
gence process.

“Loans could amount up 
to three months of the com-
pany’s revenue or up to two 
years of a company’s salary 
expenses. Beneficiary com-
panies only must commit to 
maintaining at least 50 per 
cent of their staff on the pay-
roll,” it said.

The associations also asked 
that fiscal exemption such as 
the National Social Security 
Fund (NSSF) and the senior-
ity payment be expanded to 
all sectors.

In any case, the ministry 
said there will be some clar-
ity on the credit support for 
SMEs soon following a revi-
sion on the criteria.

Post-Covid-19 measures
Compared to neighbour-

ing countries like Thailand 
($82.5 billion) and Vietnam 
($26.2 billion), Cambodia’s 

stimulus budget is under-
standably small.

Based on Asian Develop-
ment Bank’s Covid-19 policy 
database, some $143.9 mil-
lion has been identified as 
fiscal policy and sources 

of funds from ADB, World 
Bank, and other internation-
al loans or grants.

Some $70 million of that in-
volves additional resources to 
the health sector but it is not 
clear if this is separate from the 
$30 million allocation for the 
purchase of medical equip-
ment announced in March.

In a May 14 update, the 
International Monetary 
Fund showed that social 
assistance in Cambodia is 
being strengthened, includ-
ing grants to households, 
and subsidies for wages and 
health and employment in-
surance.

In the meantime, the Na-
tional Bank of Cambodia 
(NBC) outlined monetary 
measures to raise liquidity 
in the banking system.

Banks were allowed to de-
fer meeting the 50 per cent 
in capital conservation buf-
fer, hive interest rates on the 
liquidity-providing collater-

alised operations and nego-
tiable certificates of deposit, 
and lower liquidity coverage 
ratio.

The NBC’s directive to fi-
nancial institutions includ-
ing microfinance institu-
tions (MFIs) required them 
to assist both fiscally-affect-
ed employers and employ-
ees in the tourism, garment, 
construction, transporta-
tion, and logistics sectors to 
restructure loans.

Banks have been asked 
to reduce fees and cancel 
fines till the end of 2020, to 
ease borrowers’ burden. The 
same has been instructed by 
prime Minister Hun Sen for 
laid-off garment workers.

This is crucial as some 2.4 
million Cambodians owe 
some $8 billion to banks, 
particularly MFIs with up to 
18 per cent in interest rates.

However, there is no telling 
whether the measures in place 
now will lift Cambodians from 
their current doldrum or bury 
them deeper in debts.

perhaps, here is where the 
post-Covid-19 aid of $7.5 
million by the US could help 
ease the situation in a small 
way with vocational train-
ing for workers, seeing that 
Cambodia is likely to face dif-
ficulty moving forward with 
the garment sector hit by an 
impending partial withdraw-
al of the Everything but Arms 
scheme this August.

The grant brings the total 
Covid-19 aid by the US for the 
Kingdom to $11 million. Of 
the amount, $5 million would 
be allocated for economic re-
covery and medical needs.

In a brief statement, the 
ministry said the grant will im-
prove the lives of people “most 
affected by the pandemic”.

Will this be a reality? Only 
time will tell.

Interestingly, 80.43% of respondents have already re-forecast 
their 2020 budget by taking into account the impacts and 
uncertainty of this pandemic.  

PROFIT GROWTH Based on this result, the potential loss of revenue for the 
284 MSMEs is 

8 

Current as 31 March 2020 

2.4 FINANCIAL IMPACT 

Copyright © 2020 YEAC. All rights reserved 

>85% of respondents expect to have 
negative growth of revenue and profit 
due to the impact of COVID-19 (92% 
expects the loss due to COVID-19). It is 
important to note that 58% of 
respondents expect more than 50% of 
negative growth of both revenue and 
profit. 

[CATE
GORY 
NAME

] 
[VALU

E] 

[CATE
GORY 
NAME

] 
[VALU

E] 

COVID-19 is the reason of 
making loss 

~ USD 65 M 
This estimate takes into account the size of the respondents’ revenues and 
expected negative revenue growth.  

Here are the respondents’ budgeted revenue and 
profit growth 

REVENUE GROWTH 

*Results from a survey conducted by YEAC on 284 micro SMEs between March 20 and 25, 2020
sourCe: young entrepreneurs assoCiation of Cambodia
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2.3 PRIORITIZED MEASURES FOR EMPLOYEES 

In response to the COVID-19 outbreak, the following TOP FIVE actions have been taken or are actively 
considered in dealing with employees:  

If the COVID-19 outbreak continues to deteriorate over the next 3-4 months 

Already put in place Currently being considered To be considered 

1 Recruitment freeze 
Salary cuts with payback 
plan 

Voluntary separation schemes 

2 Freeze in salary increments 
Salary cuts with no payback 
plan 

Mandatory no-pay leave 

3 Voluntary no-pay leave Bonus cuts Retrenchment 

4 Salary cuts with no payback plan Bonus cancellation Salary cuts with no payback plan 

5 Bonus cuts Mandatory no-pay leave 
Change in employment model 
(Contract base, part-time model) 

Copyright © 2020 YEAC. All rights reserved 

~ 18,000 employees are at risk of losing their job or facing pay cut. 

The impact would be bigger if all the business establishments in Cambodia were included. The estimate is  
above based on the intention of the surveyed businesses to implement mandatory no-pay leave, retrenchment, 
and/ or salary cut with no payback plan.   

Mandatory no-pay leave, 
60% 

 Freeze in salary 
increments, 58% 

, Bonus cuts, 54% 

Retrenchment, 52% 

Bonus cancellation, 48% 

Salary cuts with no 
payback plan, 47% 

Voluntary separation 
schemes (layoff), 42% 

Change in employment 
model, eg. Contract base, 

part-time model 

Salary cuts with payback 
plan, 31% 

*Results from a survey conducted by YEAC on 284 micro SMEs between March 20 and 25, 2020
 
sourCe: young entrepreneurs assoCiation of Cambodia (yeaC)

‘But the absence of a 
stimulus package breakdown 
makes it difficult to identify 

real cash outlays, in other 
words, literally putting money 

into people’s hands’



ON THE top floor of 
the PU Watch show-
room, eagle-eyed 
artisans are putting 

the final touches on the brand’s 
next release. 

For two years, the company 
has been handcrafting luxury 
timepieces and carving out 
a place for Cambodia on the 
horological map. 

PU – which roughly trans-
lates as “mister” in Khmer – 
produces the first watch to be 
made in Cambodia.

Coming off a successful run 
after having sold out of each of 
its first three models, founder 
Pu Ti is eying the $750 million 
Vietnamese watch market with 
the “Oyster” collection, due to 
be released next month.

Proudly stamped “Khmer 
Made” on the bezel, the 
PU Oyster marks a special 
milestone for the company. 
As a testament to the firm’s 
aspirations as watchmakers, it 
is assembling movements and 
designing certain components.

“Paying $300 or $400 is 
not a lot for people in foreign 
countries, but in Cambodia it 
is a lot of money. So we 
have made something 
people really de-
sire, but perhaps 
is not as easy 
for people in 
my country to 
buy,” Ti told 
The Post.

The Oyster is 
PU’s first attempt at the manu-
facturing of scale. 

It took the company one 
week to complete its inaugural 
“Traditional” watch, while it 

aims to 
produce 10 Oyster 
timepieces over three 
days.

Ti said the watch pays hom-
age to the Rolex Oyster Perpetual 
– it features a sweeping second 
hand, a cyclops date magnifier 
and a mother of pearl face.

“When we first started the 
business I had to decide if I 
wanted to do something easy 
that anyone could copy, or 
something difficult that no one 
else can do.

“Making the movement 
ourselves has been PU Watch’s 
goal since the beginning, and 
this is one step towards that. 
We have always wanted to 
provide the best quality for the 
lowest price possible,” said Ti.

Ti stressed that he struggled 
to keep up with demand with 

his first models, saying that 
“many customers 

would call me 
up and 

place 
orders for 
watches sight 
unseen”. 

PU used Citizen’s 
well-respected 21-jewel 
Miyota movement for its 
previous “Classic”, “Traditional” 
and “Engraved” models. 

It has sold over 550 watches 
since its inception. While that 
number may sound small, the 
company has sold out of each 
of its previous two models, 
with the Classic and the Tradi-
tional taking one week per unit 
to complete.

The limited-run “En-
graved” series, which retailed 

for $3,500 to $10,000, was 
released to celebrate the com-
pany’s second anniversary. 

It took 30 days to finish.  
At the top of the Engraved 

line is the red-faced “Reahou” – 
named after the mythological 

creature venerated on the 
walls of Angkor Wat 

– and meticulously 
carved into the 

side of the 
watchcase 

with 24-
carat 

gold. 

The 
one-off 
timepiece 
features 
a stainless 
steel skeleton 
watchcase with a 
diamond-encrusted 
Arabic-numeral dial 

and a stingray leather strap. 
“These are special watches 

because we are engraving real 
Angkor art. Other brands, like 
Patek Philipe, also make beauti-
ful watches, but this is some-
thing they cannot do because 
it is our art and our story. We 
probably will not make any-
thing like this again,” said Ti. 

Ti’s vision for the company is 
not only to cement his company 
as recognised watchmakers but 
also to become a Cambodian 

luxury brand by expanding its 
presence at home and abroad.

“Even though some jewellery 
stores have contacted us to sell 
our watches, we have chosen to 
focus on our branding first, be-
cause they may sell our watches 
alongside more well recognised 
names or fake watches so our 
name would lose its prestige.

“I don’t want the money 
right now, I want to build the 
value of the brand first,” he 
said. 

 www.phnompenhpost.com/post-focus
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cambodia’s first watch company 
eyeing foreign market for growth

PU Watch has started assembling movements and crafting components. 

PU Watch has released the ‘Engraved’ series to celebrate the company’s second anniversary; (inset:) the mythological ‘Reahou’ is meticulously carved onto the side of the watchcase with 24-carat gold.
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”
Making movements 
ourselves has been 
PU Watch’s goal 
since the beginning, 
and this is one  
step towards that

PU TI / FOUnder
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flooding killed 139,000 in 
Bangladesh.

This time, as during a cy-
clone in Odisha last year, the 
human cost was greatly less-
ened thanks to the evacua-
tions, said Enamur Rahman, 
Bangladesh’s junior minister 
for disaster management.

“Only several people died. 
The majority of them ven-
tured out to collect fallen 
mangoes during the storm,” 
Rahman said.

Natural disaster expert Nay-
eem Wahra, at the Disaster 
Forum think-tank, said the 
storm also lost some of its po-
tency over the Bay of Bengal 
before it made landfall.

“The storm surge was not 
powerful or high enough to 
cause extensive damage to 
lives or properties,” Wahra 
said.

But packing people into 
shelters raised the risk of 
Covid-19 spreading, with cas-
es still surging in both India 
and Bangladesh.

authorities said they ex-
tended shelters to reduce 
crowding, while also insisting 
everyone wore face masks.

However, many chose to stay 
at home and face the storm 
rather than risk being infected.

“We fear the cyclone, but 
we also fear the coronavirus,” 
said Sulata munda, a villager 
in Bangladesh who refused to 
go to a shelter.

The storm made landfall in 
Bhutan at around 7pm local 
time on Wednesday but no 
major damage has been re-
ported.

The National Centre for 
Hydrology and meteorology 
(NCHm) said moderate rainfall 
is likely over northern, western 
and central parts of the coun-
try on Thursday and Friday.

moderate to heavy rainfall 
are expected across the south-
ern and eastern parts of Bhu-
tan, it said. Thunderstorms 
and gusty winds are likely over 
isolated parts of the country 
during the period.

The heads of the country’s 
districts said residents have 
been informed of the risks 
through the local govern-
ment officials and that emer-
gency respond teams includ-
ing desuups (Guardians of the 
Peace), medical teams, police 
and local leaders were all on 
standby.

For two days, the district 
disaster response teams 
spearheaded by their admin-
istrative heads will study the 
situation and act accordingly.

In case of emergencies in 
the coming days, schools have 
also been identified as evacu-
ation centres in each gewog 
(equivalent to commune in 
Cambodia). AFP, KUENSEL (BHU-

TAN)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

WHO reports record virus cases as 
Trump mulls in-person G7 summit
T

HE World Health Organisa-
tion (WHO) has reported the 
largest single-day increase 
in coronavirus cases, as US 

President Donald Trump proposed 
hosting world leaders for the annual 
Group of Seven (G7) summit as a sign 
of “normalisation”.

The WHO on Wednesday said more 
than 106,000 virus cases had been re-
ported – the most in a single day since 
the outbreak erupted in December.

The UN body’s chief Tedros adha-
nom Ghebreyesus said he was “very 
concerned” about the situation in low 
and middle-income nations.

Latin america has seen infections 
surge in recent days and, in some 
cases, countries have reinstated lock-
down measures that had been eased.

Brazil has been hardest hit, logging 
the third-highest number of cases in the 
world. mexico, Peru and Chile have also 
seen steady increases in infections.

Health officials in Brazil reported 
1,179 new coronavirus deaths in a sin-
gle day, although far-right President 
Jair Bolsonaro remains bitterly op-
posed to lockdowns, having described 
them as unnecessary over a “little flu”.

With the outbreak in the world’s 
sixth-largest country expected to ac-
celerate until early next month, Bol-
sonaro has refused to accept experts’ 
advice, pressing regional governors to 
end stay-at-home measures.

and like Trump, he has promoted 
the use of anti-malaria drugs against 
the virus despite studies showing they 
have no benefit and could have dan-
gerous side effects.

Trump, determined to reignite the 
troubled US economy ahead of his re-
election bid in November, on Wednes-
day said the country was “Transition-
ing back to Greatness” and announced 
he could host June’s G7 summit at a 
presidential retreat, instead of hold-
ing it as a virtual gathering.

“I am considering rescheduling the 
G-7, on the same or similar date, in 
Washington, D.C., at the legendary 
Camp David,” he said on Twitter.

“The other members are also begin-
ning their COmEBaCK. It would be a 

great sign to all – normalisation!”
The G7 countries – Britain, Canada, 

France, Germany, Italy, Japan and the 
US – take turns organising the annual 
summit.

French President Emmanuel ma-
cron’s office said he would attend if 
“health conditions allow”, while Ger-
man Chancellor angela merkel said she 
would “wait and see what happens”.

Europe appears to be over the initial 
hump of infections, with the number 
of new cases and deaths on a steady 
decline, allowing some lockdowns to 
be eased.

“I haven’t seen the sea for two 
months,” said Helena Prades at a beach 
in Barcelona. “We just really wanted to 
hear the sound of the waves.”

as Spain emerges from one of the 
world’s toughest lockdowns, face 

masks are mandatory for anyone 
aged six and over in public where so-
cial distancing is not possible.

European officials have now turned 
their attention to trying to save the 
summer tourism season, which is 
crucial for the continent’s economies.

EU tourism ministers held a virtu-
al meeting on Wednesday as Greece 
announced plans to restart its travel 
season.

Prime minister Kyriakos mitsota-
kis said seasonal hotels could reopen 
from June 15 and international flights 
would resume from July 1.

In Italy, airports were given the 
green light to reopen from June 3, in-
cluding for international flights.

Countries in asia are also gradually 
reopening.

India said domestic air travel will 

resume on may 25 after a two-month 
shutdown, even as the world’s sec-
ond-most populous country reported 
its biggest daily jump in coronavirus 
infections, with more than 5,600 new 
cases in 24 hours.

New Zealanders were finally able 
to go back to the pub on Thursday 
but acknowledged that normality 
was still a way off.

“I think we’ve got to be realistic and say 
it’s going to be pretty rubbish for the next 
six months,” said Kevin mcaree, who 
runs an upmarket winery in Wellington.

“People’s habits have changed 
[during lockdown]. They’re used to 
maybe having a nice bottle of wine 
at home and spending a bit more on 
takeaway food.

“But eventually they’ll want to get 
out and enjoy themselves.” AFP

NK-Latin america trade rises under sanctions
NORTH Korea’s trade with 
Southeast asian countries has 
dropped while its trade with 
Central and South american 
countries rose under tough-
ened UN sanctions.

Seven of North Korea’s 10 larg-
est trading partners have been 
replaced since the UN tightened 
sanctions against the reclusive 
state, and its exports last year 
amounted to a 17th of the level 
in 2015, US broadcaster Voice of 
america (Voa) reported on 
Wednesday, citing the Korea 
International Trade associa-
tion’s reports and past data.

In 2015, China, South Korea, 
India, Russia, Thailand, the 
Philippines, Pakistan, Burkina 
Faso, Ukraine, and Trinidad 
and Tobago were North Korea’s 
10 largest trading partners.

apart from China, India and 

Russia, the rest on the list were 
replaced by Brazil, Costa Rica, 
Germany, Poland, Peru, Saudi 
arabia and Zimbabwe last 
year, said Voa.

North Korea’s trade with Bra-
zil surged 152.6 per cent com-
pared to 2018, making the 
South american country its 
third-largest trading partner.

North Korea’s exports to Bra-
zil amounted to $262,000, 
while imports jumped to 
$19.85 million, with pulp, soy-
bean feed and corn as major 
import items.

China accounted for 95.2 per 
cent of North Korea’s entire 
trade of $2.95 billion last year.

Except for Russia, all other 
countries accounted for less 
than one per cent each of 
North Korea’s trade.

Jerome Sauvage, former 

head of the UN Development 
Program’s Pyongyang office, 
told Voa that the only solution 
to North Korea’s economic 
recovery is “to find a way to 
work with South Korea and 
with the West, and to have 
some form of cooperation” to 
build infrastructure.

Pyongyang will be able to 
attract foreign investment and 
increase trade only through 
progress in denuclearisation 
and expansion of infrastruc-
ture, he said.

However, North Korea has 
continued to emphasise the 
importance of economic self-
reliance and use of locally made 
products after it shut its border 
with China in January due to 
the Covid-19 pandemic.

“Localisation is our republic’s 
war to defend dignity to the last 

death,” the Rodong Sinmun, 
mouthpiece of the North’s Work-
ers’ Party, said on Wednesday.

“Without one’s own and with 
weak power, one would have 
to bow to others and eventu-
ally lose the right to autonomy 
and survival.”

Calling dependence on 
imported goods an “illness”, the 
newspaper said the party wants 
“true patriots” who try to raise 
the level of localisation in raw 
materials and equipment, and 
create the country’s products.

North Korea has sought to 
localise major industrial prod-
ucts, raw materials and equip-
ment, and called for the use of 
locally made products as pro-
longed international sanctions 
have limited its trade.

On Tuesday, South Korea’s 
ministry of Unification said 

the North is probably having 
difficulty importing grain due 
to the pandemic, while con-
tinuing to experience a short-
age in food production.

a ministry official said: 
“Covid-19 is likely to have sig-
nificantly hampered North 
Korea in importing resources 
from outside.”

Early on in the pandemic, 
North Korea closed its borders 
and is reported to have 
imposed strict quarantine 
measures on anyone who has 
travelled abroad.

“North Korea’s closing of its 
borders in January will have 
caused difficulties in import-
ing grain. Despite that, [the 
ministry] considers that for-
eign countries are providing 
grains,” said the official. THE 

KOREA HERALD/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

No major 
damage 
reported 
in Bhutan

Latin America has seen a surge in infections, with Brazil hardest hit. AFP



CYBERCRIMINALS have actively at-
tacked small- and medium-sized 
businesses (SMBs) in Southeast 
Asia (SEA) this year, said Moscow-
based global cybersecurity company 
Kaspersky.

It said its anti-phishing system pre-
vented 834,993 phishing attempts 
against companies with 50-250 em-
ployees, a 56 per cent increase from 
the same period last year.

The statistics were collated from 
Kaspersky’s solutions for SMBs using 
Windows, Mac OS, and Linux.

Kaspersky general manager for SEA 
Yeo Siang Tiong said: “The financial 
toll combined with the urgent need 
to adapt to a forced remote work-
ing arrangement without enough 
preparation undoubtedly put the IT 
security of SMBs on the edge.

“At the same time, cybercriminals 
are unethically piggybacking on the 
current chaos to increase their attacks’ 
success rate through social engineer-
ing tactics like phishing. Our data re-
vealed such attempts are increasing 
as our technology foiled more phish-
ing attempts this year than in 2019.”

Phishing is one of the most flexible 
types of social engineering attack, 
as it can be disguised in many ways 
and used for different purposes. So-
cial engineering attacks, or tricking 
the mind, exploit human emotions 
to victimise users online.

Cybercriminals are also incor-
porating topics and “hot phrases” 
related to Covid-19 into their con-
tent, increasing the chances of their 
infected links or malicious attach-
ments getting opened.

The damage ranges from hacking 
companies’ networks to stealing con-

fidential data like personally identifi-
able information, financial creden-
tials and even corporate secrets.

Besides, it is known that phish-
ing attacks, particularly those with 
malicious links or attachments, are 
commonly used as launch pads for 
targeted attacks on organisations.

Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philip-
pines, Singapore, Thailand and Viet-
nam registered an increased num-
ber of fraudulent emails blocked by 
Kaspersky in the first quarter com-
pared to the same period last year.

Yeo said: “Small and medium en-
terprises form the backbone of the 
SEA’s growing economy, contribut-
ing immensely to both gross domes-
tic product and employment.

“It is clear that governments across 
the region are aware of this as each has 
formulated different ways to help the 
sector during this challenging period. 

“For our part, we are currently of-
fering our select solutions for free to 
help SMBs and even the healthcare 
industry fend off escalating cyberat-
tacks against them,” he said.

It is giving six months’ free licences 
for Kaspersky Security for Microsoft 
Office 365, and, in collaboration with 
Area9 Lyceum, has also prepared a 20-
30-minute free online course on how 
to adapt to working safely from home.

Besides, to avoid being hacked 
by cybercriminals through phish-
ing, Kaspersky experts suggest SMBs 
teach employees the basics of cyber-
security, regularly remind them about 
how to deal with sensitive data.

This includes enforcing the use of 
legitimate software and download-
ing from official sources, backing up 
essential data, and regularly updat-
ing IT equipment and applications. 
VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

THAI Minister of Higher Education, 
Science Research, and Innovation 
Suvit Maesincee on Tuesday revealed 
progress in the development of a vac-
cine against Covid-19.

Preliminary screening results from 
the US’ University of Pennsylvania 
show that mice injected with a pro-
totype mRNA vaccine at Bangkok’s 
Chulalongkorn University (Chula) 
Vaccine Centre had produced anti-
body levels as high as 1:3,000.

Suvit said the prototype vaccine 
would be tested on monkeys next 
week.

Preparations are now underway 
for the manufacture of the vaccine 
at production facilities in the US 
and Canada, ahead of human trials.

Meanwhile, the research team has 
joined hands with Thai-French bio-
tech firm BioNet-Asia Co Ltd, which 
will help manufacture the vaccine 
after the transfer of production tech-
nology from the overseas facilities.

At this stage, Thailand would be 
able to produce a Covid-19 vaccine 
with the newest mRNA technology 
to help citizens fight the outbreak.

‘Thailand’s situation has improved’
Prime Minister General Prayut 

Chan-o-cha has ordered an urgent 
acceleration of work on the vaccine, 
which is being developed by the 
Chula centre in collaboration with 
the National Institute of Vaccines 
and the Department of Medical Sci-
ences.

If the research is successful, 
Thailand will be one of the first 
countries to have enough vaccines 

for its citizens, he said.
On Wednesday, Minister of Pub-

lic Health Anutin Charnvirakul said 
the government is planning to an-
nounce the third phase of easing 
restrictions if the number of new 
Covid-19 cases does not rise within 
the next two weeks.

Anutin believes that once busi-
nesses resume operation, people 
will adapt to the new normal such 
as maintaining social distancing, 
wearing face masks and washing 
hands frequently.

He said: “Thailand’s situation has 
improved as can be seen from the 
number of infections and those who 
have fully recovered.

“The ministry has earmarked 
more than five billion baht [$160 
million] for the development of a 
vaccine and we have already stock-
piled antiviral drugs.”

The minister lauded the success 
of southern Songkhla province’s 
Songklanagarind Hospital in treat-
ing Covid-19 patients with blood 
plasma until they fully recovered.

“However, further study is re-
quired because [central Nonthaburi 
city’s] Bamrasnaradura Infectious 
Diseases Institute has tried to use 
this treatment and failed,” he said.

Countries around the world are 
currently testing Covid-19 proto-
type vaccines on more than 150 spe-
cies of animals.

Ten vaccine prototypes are already 
being tested on human volunteers 
in at least five countries – China, the 
US, Britain, Germany and Canada. 
THE NATION (THAILAND)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK
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Indonesian nurses fight virus, financial strains
T

HE majority of nurs-
es at general hos-
pitals and Covid-19 
referral hospitals 

across Indonesia carry a 
heavy burden, as they are not 
only fighting on the frontline 
against the disease, but are 
also struggling with personal 
financial difficulties caused 
by the pandemic.

Amid the Covid-19 out-
break, most hospitals are re-
portedly suffering financially 
due to a decrease in the num-
ber of patients, while their op-
erational costs remain high.

Ratna (not her real name) 
discussed the experiences 
of herself and her colleagues 
while treating Covid-19 pa-
tients in the intensive care 
unit of the Fatmawati General 
Hospital in South Jakarta.

The 26-year-old nurse, 
along with around 60 of her 
colleagues at the ICU as well 
as several other medical 
workers at the state-run hos-
pital, saw cuts to their Idul 
Fitri holiday bonuses. Such 
bonuses are traditionally 
sourced from the state bud-
get and the hospital’s profit.

However, because of the 
pandemic, Ratna said the 
hospital’s management had 
told its employees that it 
had been forced to cut their 
bonuses and pay checks be-
cause of profit loss and in-
creased operational costs.

“This year, the hospital did not 
allocate any of its budget for our 
bonuses. The cut applied not 
just to contract-based workers 
like myself, but also permanent 

employees,” she told The Jakar-
ta Post on Tuesday. 

Ratna said her holiday bo-
nus was cut to 1.5 million ru-
piah ($100).

Fatmawati Hospital spokes-
person Atom Kadam con-
firmed the bonus cuts, argu-
ing that the decision did not 
violate Government Regula-
tion No 24/2020 on holiday 
bonuses. “[The regulation] 
stipulates that the source of 
[holiday bonus] money is from 
the state budget,” he said.

Besides receiving a smaller 
bonus, Ratna also suffered a 
pay cut.

“[My salary] was cut 30 to 40 
per cent last month. My sala-

ry was also cut this month, al-
though not by as much,” said 
the nurse, who has a Bachelor 
of Science degree.

Ratna, who has not been 
home in two months because 
of her work, said she failed to 
understand the hospital’s rea-
son for cutting bonuses and 
salaries.

She said before the past three 
months of the health crisis, the 
hospital had seen a high bed 
occupancy rate, which to her 
understanding, contributed to 
the hospitals income.

“Before January, I treated 
patients in [low] Class 3 facili-
ties, which were fully occu-
pied following the announce-

ment of the government’s 
plan to hike BPJS Kesehatan’s 
[Healthcare and Social Secu-
rity Agency] premiums.

“Our [hospital’s] bed occu-
pancy rate reached its maxi-
mum at that time and we 
even ran out of beds. We ex-
perienced no shortage in pa-
tients for the last nine months 
[before the virus outbreak], at 
least,” said Ratna.

Amid the pandemic, the 
Ministry of Health has said the 
bed occupancy rate of most 
hospitals nationwide has 
dropped 20 to 50 per cent.

By comparison, Ratna de-
scribed the situation faced 
by most nurses in one of the 

country’s main Covid-19 re-
ferral hospitals.

She said permanent staff 
nurses at the hospital were 
suffering from financial diffi-
culties after the hospital elim-
inated its meal and other al-
lowances due to the dropping 
bed occupancy rate. They 
also experienced holiday bo-
nus cuts, she added.

To support healthcare profes-
sionals during the pandemic, 
the government is providing 
monthly incentives of 15 mil-
lion rupiah for medical special-
ists, 10 million rupiah for physi-
cians and dentists, 7.5 million 
rupiah for nurses and five mil-
lion rupiah for medical staffers.

However, Ratna said she had 
yet to receive the money. She 
said the hospital had to verify an 
employee’s attendance, punc-
tuality and the extent to which 
they were exposed to the virus, 
before distributing the funds.

As of Tuesday, the Indo-
nesian Nurses Association 
(PPNI) had recorded 21 com-
plaints from nurses across the 
country regarding a perceived 
lack of appreciation stemming 
from holiday bonus cuts and 
low wages, among other rea-
sons, during the pandemic.

PPNI secretary Maryanto said 
the reports came from nurses 
at state hospitals, private hos-
pitals, clinics and community 
health centres (Puskesmas).

“The cash flow of state hos-
pitals may have been affected 
by Covid-19 related expenses 
that have placed a burden on 
the regional budget [APBD]. 
Nevertheless, private and 

state hospitals that are not 
Covid-19 referral hospitals 
have also suffered from a low 
number of patients over fears 
of infection,” he said.

The organisation has urged 
employers to give priority to 
nurses, as healthcare workers 
on the frontline were exposed 
to hazards that put them at 
risk of infection.

Nurses in some hospitals, 
PPNI said, had also reported 
on their fears they would lose 
their jobs, as private hospitals 
moved to furlough them or re-
duce their hours due to a loss 
of revenue from the outbreak.

The Indonesian Private 
Hospital Association (ARSSI) 
on Wednesday said the gov-
ernment had yet to pay full 
BPJS Kesehatan claims sub-
mitted by 201 private hospi-
tals handling around 3,373 
Covid-19 patients.

“The government has only 
paid 50 per cent and we are 
still waiting for BPJS Keseha-
tan to verify the claims.

“The hospitals’ cash flow 
is down, which has affected 
holiday bonuses and wages,” 
Ichsan said, adding that if the 
remaining claims were not 
paid immediately it could 
lead to layoffs, especially of 
contract-based workers.

The health ministry’s direc-
tor of referral health services, 
Tri Hesty Widyastoeti Mar-
wotosoeko, said the govern-
ment was still waiting for BPJS 
Kesehatan to verify the claims 
before disbursing money to 
hospitals. THE JAKARTA POST/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

As of Tuesday, the PPNI had recorded 21 complaints from nurses across the country regarding a perceived lack of 
appreciation stemming from holiday bonus cuts and low wages, among other reasons, during the pandemic. AFP

Phishing is one of the most flexible types of social engineering attack, as it can be 
disguised in many ways and used for different purposes. PIXABAY
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I 
REmEmBER as a young 
child, I enjoyed queuing 
in the street with my 
mother to register for 

my birth certificate and to 
receive vaccines at the same 
time. It was in the early 80s 
and vaccines were so pre-
cious commodities. We lived 
in Phnom Penh, and I was 
lucky to receive them 
because my mother was a 
junior civil servant back 
then. Forty years later, 
despite much progress, vac-
cines are still much needed 
to save Cambodian lives.    

Covid-19 has impacted us 
all in one way or another. The 
fundamental lesson that we 
are learning of this pandemic 
is that our health depends on 
the health of others around 
us. While we all can do our 
part in preventing the spread, 
only a vaccine will ensure that 
everyone can be safe from the 
virus, especially in countries 
like Cambodia where the 
healthcare system still needs 
to be improved and out of 
pocket health expenditure 
often leads to debt. 

Before the Covid-19 pan-
demic, almost 30 per cent of 
Cambodians were reported 
to borrow money to access 
healthcare, with many – par-
ticularly those living in rural 
areas – having to bear the 
additional costs of transport 
to and from healthcare facili-
ties. Since the outbreak, 
despite all Covid-19 treat-
ment being free of charge, 
numerous families have tak-
en out loans to cover daily 
subsistence costs and liveli-
hood losses, and the majority 
of these families have found 
themselves deeper in debt. 
The eventuality of paying for 
a vaccine against Covid-19 
would add to the financial 
burdens of the poor and vul-
nerable who have already 
shown that they cannot 
afford healthcare in ordinary 
times, let alone a vaccine in 
these extraordinary circum-
stances. Ensuring that every-
one has access to a vaccine, 
when developed, is the only 
way to protect us from 
another pandemic, as well as 
safeguarding people against 
additional financial hard-
ships associated with paying 

for health services. millions 
of vulnerable Cambodians 
who have escaped extreme 
poverty are now at risk of fall-
ing back into poverty. 

although the virus does not 
discriminate against rich or 
poor, when it comes to treat-
ment and access to a future 
vaccine, we know that the 
most vulnerable people – in 
particular women, girls, and 
the poorest – will most likely 
be pushed to the end of the 
line. It is therefore critical 
that, if and when a vaccine is 
developed, no one is left 
behind. If we are to fight 
against this virus and end 
this pandemic, all individuals 
should have access to free 
vaccines. 

We know from previous 
experiences that when it 
comes to new medicines and 
vaccines, large pharmaceuti-
cal companies, driven by 
profit-making and private 
interests, can restrict access 
to affordable research, devel-
opment and production of 
medicines and vaccines, 
especially for low- and mid-

dle-income countries. There 
is therefore a huge risk that 
when a vaccine is developed, 
it will only be made available 
to the lucky few, tailor made 
for profit, and not for the 
people who need it most. 
Providing a vaccine to 3.7 bil-
lion people could cost less 
than what the 10 biggest 
pharmaceutical companies 
make in four months. The 
Bill & melinda Gates Founda-

tion has estimated the cost of 
procuring and delivering the 
vaccine for poor countries at 
$25 billion, which represents 
the profits earned by the top 
10 pharmaceutical corpora-
tions in less than four 
months. 

For countries like Cambo-
dia, this could mean the dif-
ference between life and 
death for many individuals. 

Big pharmaceutical compa-
nies hold the monopoly of 
essential medicines, due to 
patent rules and rights, 
which prevent developing 
countries, like ours, to access 
affordable vaccines and 
medicines. 

Covid-19 has shown that 
through solidarity and coop-
eration, we have a chance at 
winning the fight against the 
virus. To this end, we are call-

ing for the mandatory shar-
ing of all Covid-19 related 
knowledge, data, and intel-
lectual property, and a com-
mitment from the pharma-
ceutical industry to make 
vaccines patent-free and 
accessible to all. We, further-
more, call on our govern-
ments and world leaders to 
guarantee that the vaccine 
can be availed to everyone, 

especially the poorest in 
developing countries, and at 
no cost. Our health is a pub-
lic good and not a profit- 
driven market. Our needs 
and future threats should be 
a priority rather than market 
prices and profit. 

To kick-start these calls to 
action, Oxfam, in collabora-
tion with the UN, Coopera-
tion Committee for Cambo-
dia, Health action 
Coordinating Committee, 
medecins Sans Frontieres, 
The NGO Forum, is organis-
ing a month-long social 
media campaign from may 
21 to June 20, this year, to ral-
ly one million supporters to 
amplify the following mes-
sage to world leaders: When a 
Covid-19 vaccine is found, it 
must be free and fairly dis-
tributed to everyone on the 
planet. Please follow our 
Facebook page (Oxfam in 
Cambodia) and join us in 
sharing this message to pre-
vent more lives from being 
lost to this virus.  

The writer is Oxfam country director

Opinion
Solinn Lim

Free Covid-19 vaccine for all

The cost of procuring and delivering the vaccine for poor countries has been estimated at $25 billion, which represents the profits earned by the 
top 10 pharmaceutical corporations in less than four months. This could mean the difference between life and death for many individuals. afp

If we are to fight against this 
virus and end this pandemic, 
all individuals should have 

access to free vaccines



FAR from lab coat and face mask ter-
ritory, a group of indigenous healers 
with feather and leaf headdresses is 
working its way up the Amazon river, 
looking for medicinal plants to treat 
the new coronavirus.

In a small motor boat, five men from 
the Satere Mawe tribe are trying to help 
their people survive without using the 
saturated state health system in Ama-
zonas, in northwestern Brazil, which 
despite its remoteness is one of the 
places hit hardest by the pandemic.

“We’ve been treating our symptoms 
with our own traditional remedies, the 
way our ancestors taught us,” said 
Andre Satere Mawe, a tribal leader who 
comes from a small village on the far 
outskirts of the state capital, Manaus.

“We’ve each used the knowledge 
handed down to us to gather treatments 
and test them, using each one against 
a different symptom of the disease.”

The rapid spread of the virus in 
Amazonas, where more than 20,000 
people have been infected and 1,400 
have died, has overwhelmed hospi-
tals and forced authorities to dig 
mass graves for the dead.

It has also raised fears for the 
region’s indigenous peoples, who 
have a tragic history of being dec-
imated by diseases brought in 

from the outside world.
The virus has infected 40 indige-

nous groups, with 537 positive cases 
and 102 deaths, said the Brazilian 
Indigenous Peoples’ Association.

‘Fending for ourselves’
The Satere Mawes’ remedies 

include teas made from the bark of 
the carapanauba tree, which has 
anti-inflammatory properties; from 

the saracuramira tree, an anti-malar-
ial; and ingredients such as mango 
peel, mint and honey.

Villagers who suspect that they 
have had the new coronavirus say the 
traditional remedies work.

“I was feeling weak, it felt like I had 
something in my lungs, I couldn’t 
breathe,” said Valda Ferreira de 
Souza, a 35-year-old artisan.

“I took a home-made syrup, 

which made me feel a lot better.”
Rosivane Pereira da Silva, 40, helps 

Andre Satere Mawe prepare these rem-
edies. She learned the techniques from 
her grandfather Marcos, who at 93 years 
old is still teaching her what he knows.

When the pandemic arrived in 
Amazonas, “I went and asked him 
what to do”, said Da Silva.

The Satere Mawe, an ethnic group of 
about 13,000 people, live mainly in the 

Andira-Marau indigenous reserve.
But Andre Satere Mawe’s group and 

others have moved closer to Manaus 
in recent decades.

Not that they are relying on the 
city’s health services.

“They’ve been forced to choose 
who gets care and who doesn’t – and 
we don’t,” he said.

“But we’ve learned to fend for our-
selves.” AFP
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Lifestyle
Afghan couples downsize big fat weddings
A

FGHANISTAN’S cor-
onavirus crisis has 
freed young couples 
in Kabul to consider 

something that once seemed 
unthinkable – downsizing 
their weddings.

Extravagant ceremonies 
with thousands of guests 
packed into huge halls serv-
ing multi-course feasts are a 
traditional rite of passage in 
the country.

Grooms can rack up tens of 
thousands of dollars in debt, 
while the opulent wedding 
halls and their suppliers have 
long been one of the capital’s 
few economic bright spots.

But with Kabul on lockdown 
as coronavirus cases rise, 
some people have pared down 
ceremonies that have been in 
the works for months.

“I have been engaged for the 
last two years and I was plan-
ning to get married late in 
March,” Latif Faramarz said.

The 26-year-old law student 
had been preparing to spend 
around $15,000 and was ex-
pecting 1,200 guests but was 
forced to recalibrate after wed-
ding halls were shuttered in 
March due to the pandemic.

Faramarz drastically cut the 
guest list to 40 or 50 people 
and the cost to around $2,000.

“I’m not excited about down-
sizing my wedding, they come 
only once in a lifetime, it’s a 
joyous occasion. But I don’t 
have a choice,” he said.

The saving has however 
opened up other ways for the 
couple to spend their money 
and Faramarz now plans to 
study abroad with his future 
wife. 

“Education is the best tool 

to climb the ladder and be-
come successful,” he said.

Weddings in a warzone 
Upending long-planned cel-

ebrations also means depriving 
Afghans – particularly women 
– of one of their few opportuni-
ties to celebrate en masse.

Despite staggering levels 
of poverty and decades of 
war, weddings continue to be 
grand, loud affairs.

Families and friends are 
crammed into segregated din-
ing halls with occasional low-key 
dancing, while teams of stressed-
out waiters ferry in mountains 
of food that is quickly devoured 
at the end of the night.

Photographers swarm 
around the lucky couple as they 
enter the hall and pose with 
family. Women relish the chance 
to don layers of make-up and 
wear their finest dresses.

And outside, armed guards 
keep a careful watch during 
the festivities, scanning the 
perimeter of the garishly lit 
venues that can often be seen 
from blocks away.

Weddings have been the 
occasional target of militant 
attacks, including an Islamic 
State-claimed bombing in 
August that killed at least 80 
people.

But the threat of violence 
has done little to temper the 
appetite for elaborate wed-
dings and the financial reck-
oning they bring.

The price tag often plunges 
the poor into debt that they 
never escape. Grooms are also 
expected to pay hefty dowries 
and finance houses or apart-
ments for the bride’s family.

Shir Ahmad – who asked to 

use a pseudonym – said he 
was planning to donate some 
of the extra cash to the poor 
after he cut his guest list from 
1,000 people to 80.

“I wanted to have an extrava-
gant wedding like my broth-
ers, but my dreams have been 
shattered due to this virus,” 
said Ahmad, who will now like-
ly host his wedding at home.

“I will donate the money set 
aside for the wedding to poor 
people in Kabul. I think it is 
not worth having a big party 
like I wished.”

‘Economic blow’
And while grooms might be 

saving money, the wedding 
industry in Kabul has been 
hit hard, putting thousands of 
jobs at risk and bleeding mil-
lions from the economy.

“Our business is suffering,” 
said Nadir Qarghayee, who 
runs the wedding halls union 
in Kabul.

He said the city alone is 
home to 124 halls that em-
ploy up to 15,000 people.

“It is a big economic blow 
to all the wedding halls. They 
have not operated for nearly 
two months, but they are still 
paying the rent and the salaries 
of the personnel and they have 
no income,” said Qarghayee.

Holding wedding gather-
ings at home comes with its 
own risk of being caught break-
ing Kabul’s lockdown rules.

“I can have my party now but 
I think nobody will come,” said 
Ghulam Sarwar, after he was 
forced to delay his marriage.

“The government may 
take action if we have the 
ceremony and people come 
together.” AFP

Once bustling wedding venues have been shut in response to Covid-19 lockdown measures in Kabul. AFP

A shopkeeper displays a dress as he waits for customers. AFP

The Satere Mawes’ remedies include teas made from the bark of carapanauba and saracuramira trees, and ingredients such as mango peel, mint and honey. AFP

Brazil indigenous tribe fights coronavirus with plants
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Conceals, in a magic act
  6 “Or” follower, sometimes
 10 Throw gently
 14 Sacro-___
 15 Has remained prone
 16 Two-hued sea predator
 17 A little over two weeks before 

Christmas
 20 Small sofa
 21 Tea herb
 22 Long-legged runners
 24 Some of Vanna’s letters?
 25 Twisted Sister Snider
 26 Super, to a Beatles fan
 29 City map abbr.
 30 “The best ___ schemes ...”
 32 Bustles of activity
 34 It’s in Roy G. Biv
 36 Social blunder
 40 15 minutes
 44 Petty quarrel
 45 Storable sleeper
 46 Beats it
 47 Lhasa ___
 50 Truncation abbr.
 52 Was introduced to
 53 Three satisfactory grades

 56 Antietam soldier
 57 Grain storage structure
 59 Dessert phrase
 61 Gap in a manuscript
 65 They don’t go far enough
 68 “You never had ___ good!”
 69 Miss ___ USA
 70 Gentle pool sound
 71 Stock-market pessimist
 72 Beat by a whisker
 73 Sediment-laden
DOWN
  1 Plum centers
  2 Sheltered, nautically
  3 Trap stuff
  4 Dull surface finish
  5 Conceptual framework
  6 Mischievous pixie
  7 Glasgow boy
  8 Mobster Bugsy
  9 California oak
 10 Male turkeys
 11 Formed into a globe
 12 Where the action is
 13 NCO nickname
 18 Hors d’___
19 Naval officer

 23 Visionary type
 26 Online help topics, for short
 27 Together, musically
 28 Bad thing to rock
 31 Willy Wonka creator
 33 Spanish miss (abbr.)
 35 Worker with a stethoscope
 37 Pillow filler, sometimes
 38 Act incensed
 39 Once, in the past
 41 Worst seats in the stadium
 42 Two-Face and the Riddler,  

to Batman
 43 Hun head
 48 Unruffled
 49 Complied with a command
 51 Items for those seeking closure
 53 Title of respect in colonial India
 54 Election Day list
 55 Zippy dip for a chip
 58 Round openings in domes
 60 “Dial ___ Murder”
 62 1,500-mile (or so) Russian chain
 63 Cardinal’s place
 64 Depleted of color
 66 Tinseltown’s Tilly
 67 San Jose-to-Modesto dir.

“FRACTURED” 

Thursday’s solution

Thursday’s solution

Lifestyle

Rising temps turning 
antarctica greenish 

Cry hard with a vengeance

P
aRTS of the antarctic 
Peninsula will change 
colour as “green snow” 
caused by blooming 

algae is expected to spread with 
increases in global temperatures, 
research showed on Wednesday. 

although often considered 
devoid of plant life, antarctica is 
home to several types of algae, 
which grow on slushy snow and 
suck carbon dioxide from the air. 

Researchers from the Uni-
versity of Cambridge and the 
British antarctic Survey com-
bined satellite imagery with 
on-the-ground observations 
to detect the current extent of 
green algae in the world’s most 
barren continent.

They identified more than 
1,600 separate green algae 
blooms on snow across the 
peninsula, with a combined 
surface area of 1.9sq km.

matt Davey from Cam-
bridge’s Department of Plant 
Sciences said: “Even though 
the numbers are relatively 
small on a global scale, in ant-
arctica where you have such a 
small amount of plant life, that 
amount of biomass is highly 
significant.

“a lot of people think antarc-
tica is just snow and penguins. 
In fact when you look around the 
fringe there is a lot of plant life.”

The team calculated that 
algae on the peninsula cur-
rently absorb levels of CO2 
equivalent to 875,000 average 
car journeys.

They also found that the 
majority of algae blooms were 
within 5km of a penguin colo-
ny, as the birds’ excrement is 
an excellent fertiliser.

‘More carbon absorbed’
The polar regions are warm-

ing far faster than other parts 
of the planet and the team pre-
dicted that low-lying coastal 
areas of antarctica would soon 
be free from algae as they expe-
rience snow-free summers.

But that loss will probably be 
offset by a preponderance of 
large algae blooms as tem-
peratures rise and snow at 
higher altitudes softens.

andrew Gray, lead author and 
researcher at the University of 
Cambridge and NERC Field 
Spectroscopy Facility, Edin-
burgh said: “as antarctica con-
tinues to warm on small low-

lying islands, at some point you 
will stop getting snow coverings 
on those in the summer.

“Conversely, in the north of the 
peninsula we saw some really 
large blooms and we hypothe-
sise that we are likely to see more 
of these larger blooms.”

Gray said that the green snow 
blooms on higher ground 
would “more than offset” the 
effect of sea-level algae losses.

While more algae means more 
CO2 is absorbed, the plants 
could have a small but adverse 
impact on local albedo – how 
much of the Sun’s heat is reflect-
ed back from Earth’s surface.

Whereas white snow reflects 
80 per cent of radiation that 
hits it, for green snow that fig-
ure is closer to 45 per cent.

The team however said the 
reduced albedo is unlikely to 
impact antarctica’s climate on 
any meaningful scale.

“There will be more carbon 
locked up in future just 
because you need snow to be 
in a slushier state for algae to 
bloom,” said Evans.

“We expect there to be more 
suitable habitat and overall more 
carbon sequestration.” AFP

a jilted Chinese woman has 
sent an unusual revenge gift to 
an ex-lover who broke up with 
her days before Chinese Valen-
tine’s Day – dumping a truck-
load of onions on his doorstep 
to bring him to tears.

The woman in eastern Chi-
na’s Shandong province bought 
the tonne of onions online and 
had them delivered to her 
former boyfriend’s house, say-
ing it was “his turn” to cry.

She ordered the delivery driv-
ers to pile the eye-watering veg-
etable up on her ex-boyfriend’s 
doorstep and leave without ring-
ing the doorbell, reported Shan-
dong Net, a news outlet affiliated 
with the local government.

“I cried for three days, and now 
it’s your turn!” she wrote in a note 
alongside the stinging gift.

The woman in Shandong, 
surnamed Zhao, told Shan-
dong Net that she had been in 
a relationship with her ex-
boyfriend for nearly a year 
before the man decided to 
“unilaterally” break up.

“It caused me a lot of pain, but 

he refused to cry!” said Zhao.
So she said she decided to 

send a gift that would “squeeze 
out his tears”.

“money is nothing. But the 
feelings between two people 
are precious. I can’t be the only 
one crying,” she added.

China marks three different 
Valentine’s days – one on Feb-
ruary 14, along with many 
other parts of the world, and 
another in July as per the Chi-
nese Lunar calendar.

another romantic date – 
popular among young couples 

– falls on may 20 as the manda-
rin pronunciation for “five two 
zero” sounds similar to “I love 
you” and a day for lovers to 
exchange gifts.

Zhao’s reaction was “exces-
sive”, her ex-boyfriend, who 
declined to be named, said.

The acrimonious breakup 
has raised a big stink in the 
entire neighbourhood. 

“I don’t know whether her 
boyfriend is crying or not. But 
I feel choked!,” a woman living 
in the same residential block 
told Shandong Net. AFP

Parts of the Antarctic Peninsula are changing colour as green snow caused by blooming algae continues to 
spread with the rise of global temperatures. AFP

A Chinese woman sent her ex-boyfriend one tonne of onions. AFP
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R
EPLICaS of vintage 
adidas shoes worn 
by Canadian athlete 
and amputee Terry 

Fox sold out within an hour of 
going on sale on Wednesday, 
his foundation said.

The Orion shoe line was 
re-released to commemorate 
the 40th anniversary of the 
Canadian icon’s marathon of 
Hope, in which Fox attempt-
ed to run across the entire 
country, despite having lost a 
leg to cancer.

Net proceeds from the shoe 
sales are going to the Terry Fox 
Foundation for cancer research.

“We are humbled by Canadi-
ans’ love for Terry. Today’s items 
from the collection sold out fast,” 
the foundation said in a tweet.

The then-unknown freckle-

faced 21-year-old from Brit-
ish Columbia had written to 
adidas aG before setting off 
with two friends on his cross-
country trek in 1980.

“We need your help. The 
people in cancer clinics all over 
the world need people who 
believe in miracles,” he wrote. 
“The running I can do, even if I 
have to crawl every last mile.”

adidas responded by send-
ing him 24 pairs of its blue 
Orion running shoes.

For 143 days, Fox ran close 
to a marathon a day, for a total 
of 5,400km. He endured both 
ice storms and summer heat 
as he crossed six provinces.

But his journey from the at-
lantic to Pacific coasts was cut 
short when the cancer that had 
claimed his right leg three years 

earlier returned and spread to 
his lungs, and he was forced to 
stop in Thunder Bay, Ontario.

He died in hospital 10 
months later.

Foundation spokeswoman 
martha mcClew told aFP that 
Fox’s older brother Fred Fox 
was among the thousands who 
hovered over their computers 
with a credit card in hand on 
Wednesday, hoping to score 
a pair of the commemorative 
kicks amid the buying frenzy.

He could have gotten a pair 
directly from adidas, which 
has maintained ties to the 
foundation, but the family has 
always insisted that all funds 
raised in Fox’s name go to can-
cer research, she explained.

“It’s just the way we’ve al-
ways done things. We don’t 

think we’re any different or 
any more special than any-
body else,” Fred Fox told pub-
lic broadcaster CBC.

In the end, he did not get a 
pair.

The 40th anniversary shoes 
come with a copy of Fox’s let-
ter to adidas, his quotes in-
scribed on the shoelaces and 
his name printed in gold.

For those who missed out, 
the foundation said adidas 
is planning to release more 
Terry Fox anniversary items 
later this year.

adidas is hoping to raise 
C$1 million (US$720,000) 
from the sales – the same goal 
that Fox had set for himself.

To date, more than C$750 
million has been raised in his 
name. AFP

adidas aG commemorates 
Canadian runner Terry Fox

Report: NBa teams may start recalling players on June 1
NBa teams expect the league office to 
issue guidelines around June 1 allow-
ing teams to begin recalling far-flung 
players in anticipation of resuming 
the coronavirus-disrupted season, 
ESPN reported on Wednesday.

The US sports broadcaster said teams 
expect to be told about the same time 
when they can expand individual work-
outs – already underway at some clubs 
– to include more team personnel.

and ESPN said, citing unnamed sourc-
es, many owners and club executives ex-
pect league commissioner adam Silver 
to announce in June that the season will 
resume – with games to begin “sometime 
before the end of July”.

The NBa halted the season on march 
11 after Utah Jazz center Rudy Gobert 
became the first player to test positive 

for the deadly Covid-19.
The stoppage came as the league 

hurtled toward its playoffs, which 
were due to start last month.

Plans for a possible return include 
how to bring back players who have 
departed their teams’ markets – in-
cluding those who have returned to 
homes overseas such as Dallas mav-
ericks star Luka Doncic.

more individual workouts and team 
training camps would also feature in a 
build-up to any resumption of play.

The eventual format of the remain-
der of the season also remains under 
discussion by league officials, the 
players’ union and owners.

It’s possible the NBa could try to 
squeeze in the remainder of the sea-
son, but they could opt for expanded 

playoffs with a play-in for teams be-
yond the usual 16 spots.

Games could be played at centralised 
locations, with ESPN reporting that Or-
lando, Florida, and Las Vegas, Nevada 
are being considered as places where 
multiple teams could be based.

Sport website The athletic reported on 
Wednesday that Walt Disney World in 
Orlando is gaining traction as a preferred 
site. Orlando has moved ahead of Las Ve-
gas as the top neutral-site candidate.

The concept of a resort setting was 
suggested first late in march when Silver 
called upon teams to submit all ideas for 
an eventual return. The resort idea is at-
tractive because it would allow all NBa 
clubs to be housed in a controlled setting.

The Bahamas was also mentioned 
as a possibility. AFP

a satirical mock-up depicting 
the Tokyo Olympics logo as 
the new coronavirus has been 
pulled after Olympic organis-
ers branded it “insensitive” and 
said it infringed copyright.

The design combines the 
distinctive, spiky image of the 
coronavirus cell with the blue-
and-white Tokyo 2020 logo, and 
appeared on the front page of an 
in-house magazine published 
by the Foreign Correspondents’ 
Club of Japan (FCCJ).

The Tokyo 2020 Olympics 
have been postponed until 
next year because of the coro-
navirus, which has killed hun-
dreds of thousands of people 
and halted sport worldwide.

FCCJ president Khaldon azhari 
on Thursday said the club had 
decided to withdraw the image 
and remove it from its website 
after advice that its legal defence 
against a potential copyright 
breach was “not strong”.

“more importantly, we are 
all in this coronavirus crisis 
together and clearly the cov-
er offended some people in 
our host country Japan,” said 
azhari, voicing “sincere regret”.

Tokyo 2020 CEO Toshiro 
muto hailed the move, telling 
reporters: “We believe their 
response was appropriate 
and this is what we were hop-
ing for as an outcome.”

Speaking to reporters on 
monday, Tokyo 2020’s chief 
spokesman masa Takaya had 
blasted the emblem as “very 
disappointing”.

He said it was also an in-
fringement of the copyright 

owned by Tokyo 2020, and 
revealed that top Olympic 
bosses had requested that the 
FCCJ remove the image.

“I also have to say this is in-
sensitive to many people be-
ing affected by this damaging 
and painful situation.

“It is especially insensitive 
to athletes who are willing to 
compete in the Tokyo 2020 
Games next year and working 
very hard every day for next 
year’s Games,” said Takaya.

although the circulation of 
the magazine is tiny, this is 
not the first time Tokyo 2020 
has become embroiled in a 
dispute over its logo.

It was forced to scrap its origi-
nal emblem after claims of pla-
giarism from a Belgian designer, 
who said it was “virtually identi-
cal” to his logo for a theatre in 
Liege, eastern Belgium.

Tokyo 2020 organisers are 
facing the giant task of re-
organising the Olympics for 
next year after International 
Olympic Committee (IOC) 
president Thomas Bach and 
Japanese Prime minister 
Shinzo abe decided to post-
pone the Games by a year.

The postponement, an-
nounced on march 24, coin-
cided with the beginning of a 
spike in coronavirus cases in 
Tokyo and throughout Japan.

after several weeks under 
a state of emergency during 
which residents have been 
urged to stay at home, Tokyo 
is now seeing only a handful 
of new coronavirus cases per 
day. AFP

Olympics virus logo 
labelled ‘incensitive’

A satirical mock-up depicting the Tokyo Olympics logo as the new 
coronavirus designed by Andrew Pothecary. AFP

Forty years ago, Canadian cancer victim Terry Fox, an amputee, attempted to run across Canada to raise cancer awareness. AFP

Milwaukee Bucks forward Giannis Antetokounmpo will be a big part of the 
conversation if and when the NBA returns. AFP
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