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Hin Pisei  

ELECTRICAL equipment exports, 
including machinery and 
mechanical appliances from 
Cambodia, were valued at nearly 
$265 million in the first four 
months of the year.

This is an increase of more than 
33 per cent from the same period 
last year, according to data from 
the Ministry of Commerce.

Export data from the ministry 
obtained by The Post last week 
shows that the total value was 
$264.89 million – up from $198.51 
million in the same period last year. 
The largest importers are Thailand, 
China, Japan and the US.

The data showed that the vol-
ume amounted to a total of 27,273 
tonnes. The devices included 
insulated diodes, transistors, air 
or vacuum pumps, electric 
motors and generators, and 
appliances with self-contained 
electric motors and integrated 
circuits.

Ministry of Commerce spokes-
man Pen Sovicheat told The Post 
on Sunday that although the world 
was experiencing a Covid-19 pan-
demic, Cambodia-made exports 
in the sector were not affected like 
the garment and textile sectors, 
although most export destinations 
are under lockdown.

“Overall, the export of electron-

ic components is to supply enter-
prises and factories overseas that 
have contracts to buy compo-
nents or have rented factories in 
Cambodia to manufacture these 
components for themselves.

“Our manufacturing plants have 
already been contracted to con-
tinue production and export activ-
ities normally,” Sovicheat said

He said investment in the sec-
tor in Cambodia is expected to 
grow as the government has a 
strategy to promote the assembly 
and components industries as 
part of its Industrial Develop-
ment Policy.

“The government encourages 
more investment in the fields 
that bring technology transfer 
and innovation to improve the 
skills of our workers in Industry 
4.0,” he said.

Cambodia Chamber of Com-
merce vice-president Lim Heng 
said the attractiveness of Cam-
bodia’s investment policy and 
the escalation of trade disputes 
between China and the US 
caused the two countries to raise 
taxes on imported goods from 
each other. This provided an 
opportunity for the Kingdom to 
attract investors.

“I am confident that Cambo-
dia’s investment and exports in all 
sectors will continue to grow grad-
ually in the future,” he said.

Khorn Savi

P
RIME Minister Hun 
Sen has repeated his 
call on the public to 
remain vigilant and 

adhere to safety practices rec-
ommended by health experts 
to prevent a second wave of 
the Covid-19 outbreak.

The appeal comes after the 
Ministry of Health confirmed 

two imported cases last week.
Through his official Facebook 

page on Sunday, Hun Sen reit-
erated that Covid-19 is a “bru-
tal” disease that has spread to 
at least 216 countries around 
the world, infecting more than 
five million people and claim-
ing over 300,000 lives. 

He urged people to refrain 
from non-essential travel, 
avoid crowded places, main-

tain social distancing and fol-
low good hygiene practices.    

“If you are suspicious of 
[Covid-19], please call 115. 
Make sure you don’t trans-
mit the virus to others, avoid 
contracting it from others 
and passing it on to your 
families.

“Don’t travel if it’s not nec-
essary, especially places with 
many people. Please listen and 

follow the health ministry’s 
guidance constantly,” he said.

Last week, the health min-
istry confirmed the first two 
new cases of Covid-19 in 
more than a month, bring-
ing the total number to 124. 
Among them, 122 have been 
discharged from hospital.

The latest case was found in a 
39-year-old Cambodian wom-
an who had recently returned 

from the US through a con-
necting flight in South Korea.

The woman, from Teuk Thla 
commune in Phnom Penh’s 
Sen Sok district, landed in 
New York City, one of the US’ 
coronavirus hotspots, in Feb-
ruary, but had been stranded 
there amid border closures 
due to the pandemic.

Upon her return to Cam-
bodia on May 8, the woman 

self-quarantined and was not 
confirmed Covid-19 positive 
until a second test on Friday.

Citing official information 
it received from South Ko-
rean authorities on May 11, 
the Cambodian health min-
istry said the woman had 
come into direct contact with 
a South Korean national who

Public warned of second wave 

ContInued – page 2

Kingdom sees 
boost in export 
of electronics 

A 15-YEAR-OLD girl who pedalled her 
injured migrant-worker father 1,200km 
across India after a coronavirus lockdown 
left them destitute has been invited to try 
out for the national cycling team.

Jyoti Kumari rode a bicycle with her 
father, Mohan Paswan, sitting on the 
pillion and holding their belongings 
from Gurugram city, near New Delhi, 
to their village in the northeastern state 
of Bihar, local media reported. 

They arrived home on May 16 after 

covering 1,200km in seven days.
Paswan, a motorised rickshaw driver, 

was left jobless after the country was 
suddenly locked down in March to 
slow the spread of the virus.

With no money to pay rent or buy 
food and public transport halted, many 
walked or – like Kumari and Paswan – 
rode bicycles back to their villages.

The father and daughter’s arduous jour-
ney on a second-hand bike bought with 
their remaining funds made headlines.

It also caught the attention of the 
Cycling Federation of India (CFI), 
which offered Kumari the chance to try 
out for the country’s team.

CFI chairman Onkar Singh said: “She 
covered this distance in seven days 
with her father and some luggage too. 
I thought she has something in her . . . 
that endurance level. We can try her.

“She said she only wants to pursue her 
studies. We told her that we also take 
care of studies at our academies.” AFP

Girl pedals injured dad across India

on trial
thai scientists from the centre for cynomolgus macaques at the national primate research Center of thailand at Chulalongkorn university 
have begun testing a Covid-19 coronavirus vaccine on monkeys, the phase before human trials. AFP
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Voun Dara

T
HE Anti-Cybercrime 
Department and 
Information Tech-
nology Department 

of the Ministry of Interior 
has warned of legal action 
against Facebook users who 
allegedly distributed other 
users’ pictures with dispar-
aging remarks through two 
games available on Facebook 
– Jumpy Jumpy and Lyto Dif-
ferent Color.

The deputy secretary-gener-
al of the General Department 
of the ministry and director 
of the Information Technol-
ogy Department Hor Sam Ath 
confirmed that the two games 
have been causing trouble for 
Facebook users in Cambodia.

He said the game players 
can extract Facebook profile 
photos and post them on the 
games’ interfaces with im-
moral words displayed as 
their status. This, he said, can 
seriously affect the other us-
ers’ reputations.

“We’ve already taken ac-
tion. First, we educated Fa-
cebook users to stop playing 
the game and sharing posts 

about it on their profiles.
“Then we contacted Face-

book to request they with-
draw the game to stop it from 
entering users’ accounts,” he 
said.

Sam Ath said for light of-
fences in this category of 
crime, a firm reprimand 
would be sufficient. But for 
serious offences which in-
fringe on others’ rights, legal 

action would be taken.
According to the Informa-

tion Technology Department, 
one of the immoral statuses 
posted was: “Owed money, 
please pay back. Don’t wait 
until your photo is posted.”

Director of the Anti-Cy-
bercrime Department of the 
General Commissariat of the 
National Police Chea Pov 
confirmed that citizens have 

been affected by the games.
Pov said that when users 

share these games, they pop 
up on their friends’ Facebook 
pages as well. If users don’t 
share the games, they can’t 
connect to the accounts.

“We provided instructions 
for citizens to be able to close 
and disconnect the games 
from their accounts. If they 
follow our guidelines, there 
will be no more problems.

“Most problems occurred 
when someone shares the 
games. Those who share the 
game and affect other peo-
ples’ rights are committing an 
illegal act. If we find people 
doing this, they will be legally 
liable,” Pov said.

The Information Technol-
ogy Department said all us-
ers playing these games and 
using them immorally should 
stop.

The department said for 
anyone experiencing prob-
lems, they can report the 
games as spam through its 
settings.

It also said users can delete 
this game by finding the “In-
stant Games” tab in the set-
tings page and removing it.

Khouth Sophak Chakrya

DANY Deng Import Export Co 
Ltd (Dany Deng) has requested 
the Ministry of Agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries to renew 
its pig-importing licence after 
it was revoked due to the com-
pany’s negligence. 

The ministry’s General Direc-
torate of Animal Health and Pro-
duction director-general Tan 
Phannara said last week that the 
company had repeatedly made 
mistakes while importing live 
pigs from Thailand.

Dany Deng’s offences includ-
ed transporting more pigs than 
agreed to and failing to present 
clear animal health certificates 
from Thailand, which is the 
main source of pigs for the 
Cambodian market.

Phannara said: “Although the 
ministry has imposed fines and 
warned Dany Deng to stop 
overloading pigs, the company 
still committed errors.

 “On April 21, it promised to 
not make any more mistakes. 
But on May 5, the company 

made the same mistake. 
Therefore, the ministry had to 
cancel its licence.”

Dany Deng owner, Khov Heng, 
told The Post his latest infraction 
was caused by the negligence of 
the management and logistics 
staff of the company in Oddar 
Meanchey province.

However, he acknowledged 
it was the overall responsibil-
ity of the whole company.

“Our company accepts the 
fine in accordance with the 
law for all mistakes made by 
our team unintentionally. Our 
company requests the Minis-
try to allow us to renew the 
licence for importing live pigs 
from Thailand,” he said.

Heng said he employs near-
ly 70 workers and deals with 
about 100 pork business part-
ners throughout Cambodia. 
The cancellation of the com-
pany’s licence will result in the 
unemployment of his staff, 
leaving his workers unable to 
support themselves.

The latest complaint about 
Dany Deng came on May 5, 

when officials from the Gen-
eral Directorate of Animal 
Health and Production of the 
ministry cooperated with 
Banteay Meanchey provincial 
officials to stop one of the 
company’s lorries.

It was found to have 60 pigs 
onboard, 20 over the number 
requested by the Oddar 
Meanchey Animal Health and 
Production Office.

Officials also found that the 
company had used fraudulent 
health certificates for the pigs.

The lorry was sent to Phnom 
Penh to test the pigs for dis-
eases, but the journey was pre-
vented by a Kampong Thom 
provincial mixed police force, 
who asked officials to return 
the truck to Oddar Meanchey 
to solve the problem.

On May 9, the ministry can-
celled Dany Deng’s licence.

In a separate case, the ministry 
temporarily suspended the pig 
importing licenses of Chanthou 
Mean Chey Import Export Co 
Ltd and 3-Th Agri Development 
Co Ltd on April 30 after they were 

found selling and transferring 
their trading rights to other trad-
ers and overloading their lorries 
with live pigs.

The ministry’s removal and 
temporary suspensions of the 
licenses were said to have the 
effect of ensuring the stability of 
domestic pig prices and promot-
ing local livestock producers.

Cambodia Pig Farmers Asso-
ciation Chairman Srun Pov said 
at present, Cambodia can raise 
2.3 million pigs per year, which 
can supply up to 82 per cent of 
the annual domestic demand. 
The other 18 per cent is imported 
from neighbouring countries.

Due to the outbreak of Covid-
19 which reduced consumer 
demand, domestic pig produc-
tion is adequately supplied.

“We support the ministry’s 
actions of withdrawing licens-
es from the three companies. 
We would like the ministry to 
take the same action against 
other companies or business-
es that have violated their con-
tracts and instructions from 
the ministry,” he said.
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also returned from the US.
The South Korean passen-

ger was confirmed Covid-19 
positive upon arrival in his 
home country.

In a press release, ministry 
spokesperson Or Vandine said 
the two were among a total of 68 
passengers, 20 of them women.

Of the number, 30 are Cam-
bodians, 33 Koreans and the 
rest were Russian, Swiss and 
Austrian.

Vandine said the ministry 
had worked with the World 
Health Organisation, the US’ 
Centres for Disease Control 
and Prevention, Institut Pas-
teur du Cambodge and other 
relevant authorities to trace 
those who may have had con-
tact with the pair. 

Among their 66 fellow pas-
sengers, she said 52 were at low 
risk of infection while the re-
maining 14 were at “medium” 
risk. However, none was found 
to have health problems. 

Vandine stressed that the 
ministry had also taken sam-
ples from the Cambodian 
woman’s husband for testing, 
which came out negative.

“The only person who is 

at highest risk of infection is 
her husband, who had direct 
contact with her,” she said.

Having been well aware of 
the contagious disease, Van-
dine said the woman had her 
husband send their two chil-
dren and a nephew to their 
home province of Kampong 
Cham before she arrived.

On Thursday, another Cam-
bodian man tested positive for 
Covid-19 after returning from 
the Philippines through a con-
necting flight in South Korea.

The man, a 26-year-old 
from Kampong Trach com-
mune in Kampot province’s 
Kampong Trach district, was 
travelling with 62 other pas-
sengers, 14 of them women.

Among them, 23 are Korean, 
three Japanese, 34 Cambodians 
and one each from the Nether-
lands, Belgium and Taiwan.

The 26-year-old is being treat-
ed at the Khmer-Soviet Friend-
ship hospital while his fellow 
passengers are being quaran-
tined at a hotel in Phnom Penh.

Despite the latest cases, 
Vandine on Sunday said 
Cambodia has yet to have 
community transmission and 
is taking all measures neces-
sary to prevent it.

Pig import company requests licence back

Two Covid-19 cases 
brought to Cambodia 
by airline passengers

Soth Koemsoeun

THE Oddar Meanchey provin-
cial Department of Agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries sent 
three suspects to the provincial 
court over the weekend after 
they were detained for illegally 
transporting over 14 cubic me-
tres of second-grade timber.

In Kampong Thom, a sus-
pect was detained for deliver-
ing 1,061kg of timber in Stung 
Sen district.

Oddar Meanchey provincial 
Department of Agriculture, 

Forestry and Fisheries director 
Soth Sisokheang confirmed to 
The Post on Sunday that au-
thorities sent three suspects 
to the provincial court the day 
before.

In Anlong Veng district, mili-
tary police on Friday stopped 
a car delivering second-grade 
timber in Lomtong commune, 
but the driver escaped. Author-
ities found 10.117 cubic metres 
of second-grade timber.

“The owner of the car who 
escaped must come to solve the 
problem according to law. If not, 

I will send the case to the court 
to deal with,” Sisokheang said.

The same day, district mili-
tary police stopped a vehicle 
delivering over four cubic me-
tres of second-grade timber. 
They detained a driver and 
three passengers, he said. 

In the Strung Sen district 
incident, Kampong Thom 
provincial prosecutor Sin 
Virak identified the suspect 
as Chum Tola, a 25-year old 
man from Baray district’s 
Chong Doung commune.

He was detained temporar-

ily by the investigating judge 
of Kampong Thom provincial 
court on Friday.

“This suspect was detained 
temporarily for delivering 
timber without permission,” 
Virak said.

Kampong Thom provincial 
Forestry Administration head 
Bun Sothy told The Post that 
Tola was driving an SUV with 11 
logs of timber weighing 565kg.

He had a partner driving 
another car, and authorities 
seized 10 logs weighing 496kg, 
but the driver escaped.

Timber transporters caught in O’Meanchey, K’Thom

Facebook games cause 
conundrum, raise concern

The Anti-Cybercrime department has warned users of two Facebook 
games not to post photos of others with remarks.  accp 

Two vehciles were seized in Kampong Thom carrying 21 logs weighing 
more than 1,000kg. supplied
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CamBODIa has expressed 
condolences to the families 
of the 97 victims who per-
ished in a Friday plane crash 
in Pakistan. 

a rescue team on Satur-
day collected data from the 
black box of the Pakistan 
International airlines (PIa) 

plane that crashed. 
“after receiving news of the 

PIa crash, the ministry of For-
eign affairs and International 
Cooperation represented 
Cambodia in expressing its 
sorrow for Pakistan and to 
wish the two surviving victims 
a speedy recovery,” spokes-
person Koy Kuong said.

Kuong told The Post on 

Sunday that Cambodia has 
expressed regret and empa-
thy for a country that is its 
friend. 

Kin Phea, the director of the 
Royal academy of Cambodia’s 
International Relations In-
stitute, told The Post on Sun-
day that it is the responsibil-
ity and duty of countries that 
have diplomatic relations to 

express their sorrow. 
 “It is normal in diplomacy 

that if a country encounters 
a tragedy there is always an 
expression of shared sad-
ness,” he said.

It is the worst plane crash 
in Pakistan since 2012 when 
a Bhoja airlines Boeing 737 
crashed in Islamabad killing 
127.

Kingdom sends condolences to Pakistan

aSEm13 meet 
to go forward 
as scheduled
Niem Chheng

C
amBODIa will move 
forward with plans 
to host the 13th 
asia–Europe meet-

ing (aSEm13), according to 
Luy David, the secretary of 
state at the ministry of For-
eign affairs and International 
Cooperation and head of the 
aSEm13 National Secretariat.

David told government-run 
agence Kampuchea Presse 
(aKP) on Thursday that the 
aSEm13 will be held as planned 
on November 16 and 17.

“The National Committee 
for Organising the aSEm13 
and the Committee’s Secre-
tariat is continuing with the 
summit’s preparations as al-
ready set and approved by the 
leaders of the 53 asia-Europe 
nations.

“The invitation letters signed 
by the head of the government 
in Cambodia have been sent 
to all parties and some leaders 
have already confirmed their 
attendance,” he said.

David could not be reached 
for comment on Sunday, but 
he told aKP that Covid-19 is 
still a risk that can affect the 
planning of the summit. He 

said close attention is being 
paid to the evolution of the 
pandemic in Cambodia and 
the world.

“We have already done a lot 
of preparations for this No-
vember’s summit in Phnom 
Penh. For example, the con-
struction of the venue is al-
most completed while logis-
tics for the heads of state and 
government of the 53 coun-
tries and partners have already 
been prepared,” he said.

Last Thursday, foreign min-
ister Prak Sokhonn chaired 
the fourth meeting of the 
National Committee for the 
Preparation of the 13th aSEm 
Summit. ministry spokesper-
son Koy Kuong confirmed on 
Sunday that “the date fixed 
for aSEm13 remains”.

In april, Prime minister Hun 
Sen told the foreign ministry 
to discuss with stakeholders 
to see if the summit could be 
postponed to 2021.

according to aSEm13’s 
preliminary concept note, 
the gathering of the leaders, 
who represent around 60 per 
cent of the world’s popula-
tion, 65 per cent of the global 
GDP, almost 55 per cent of 
world trade, and 75 per cent 

of global tourism, will mark 
the biggest event ever to be 
held in Cambodia’s contem-
porary history.

Royal academy of Cambo-
dia’s International Relations 
Institute director Kin Phea 
said that should the summit 
proceed as planned, it will 

bring diplomatic and eco-
nomic importance and coop-
eration to Cambodia. 

He said Cambodia would 
be a focus of media attention 
around the world, which will 
present its tourism potential 
to the outside world.

“The world will see that na-

tion is capable enough to or-
ganise a huge international 
summit and this shows the 
Kingdom has security, po-
litical stability and peace. So, 
tourists and investors will be 
confident in doing business 
in Cambodia,” he said.

Phea said the theme and 

topics to be discussed in the 
summit are being initiated 
by Cambodia. 

He predicted that the summit 
will also touch on the Covid-
19 pandemic because such a 
discussion would serve as an 
example for unforeseeable fu-
ture health challenges.

Cambodian officials hold ASEM Coordinators’ Meeting with their counterparts via video conference in Phnom Penh. ASEM13 National Secretariat 
Luy David said invitation letters have been sent to all parties and some leaders have already confirmed their attendance. ASEM viA fAcEbook

The plane crashed into a Karachi residential neighbourhood. Afp



Fire engulfs 
EDM Club in 
downtown 
Phnom Penh

THE EDM club, a night-
club in central Phnom 
Penh, was ablaze for 

about two hours from 4:20pm 
on Sunday.

Fire engines were dispat-
ched to the scene in Chamkar-
mon district’s Tonle Bassac 
commune to extinguish the 
flames.

Tonle Bassac police chief Sal 
San Dos told The Post: “There 
were no injuries or any casual-
ties as the site was closed. As 
of now, we are unsure of what 
caused the fire.”

Phnom Penh Fire and 
Rescue chief Prom Yorn told 
The Post that after about two 
hours, firemen had brought 
nearly the whole fire under 
control.

The government announced 
the closure of nightclubs in 
March as a measure to combat 
Covid-19 infections and pre-
vent crowds in public places.

Authorities are still inves-
tigating the cause of the fire. 
KHORN SAVI

Niem Chheng

V
IETNAMESE soldiers 
who erected 31 tents 
along an as yet agreed 
borderline in Kandal 

province removed them after 
Cambodia sent a diplomatic 
note to Vietnam.

Kandal provincial governor 
Kong Sophorn told The Post 
on Sunday that Vietnamese 
soldiers had erected the tents 
on the border in the Loeuk 
Dek and Koh Thom districts 
but have since removed them. 
“There is no dispute,” he said.

A letter from Vietnam’s An Gi-
ang provincial people’s commit-
tee chairman Nguyen Thanh 

Binh read that to respond to 
the complex developments of 
Covid-19, An Giang province 
had implemented measures to 
erect tents along the border to 
prevent illegal crossings.

 The letter said the tents had 
only been erected temporar-
ily and border police forces in 
Kandal province had been in-
formed about the matter.

Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and International Coopera-
tion spokesman Koy Kuong 
said on Sunday that it had sent 
a diplomatic note to the Viet-
namese on May 13 confirming 
that the presence of Vietnam-
ese soldiers along an as yet 
agreed-upon border had vio-
lated a joint declaration from 
January 17, 1995, and a 2005 
treaty and border agreement.

He said the note requested 
that the Vietnamese remove 
the tents, withdraw military 
forces from the location, put 
an abrupt end to actions and 
restore geography at all the 
areas to their original state 
until a joint border committee 
of the two countries defines a 
borderline in the area.

“[Cambodia] has requested 
that Vietnam ensure such ac-
tions will not happen in the fu-
ture to maintain good neigh-
bourliness, existing traditional 
friendship and comprehensive 
collaborations between two 
countries,” the note read.

Royal Academy of Cambodia 
president Sok Touch on Sunday 
said the Cambodia-Vietnam 
border in Kandal province 
spanned 29km from Ka’am 
Samnor commune in Loeuk 
Dek district.

Another 7km section spans 
from Chrey Thom village in 
Koh Thom district. These areas 
have many border markers left 
over from the French era. 

“The Vietnamese are just 
making excuses for what 
they’re doing here. [We] agreed 
on these areas. Why didn’t Viet-
nam erect the tents before? 
Second, Vietnam closed the 
border unilaterally in response 
to Covid-19. No one’s crossing 
into Vietnam from Cambodia,” 
Touch said.

He said Cambodians don’t 
rely on the area for their liveli-
hood and the areas have only 
[Cambodian] police forces 
and soldiers. 

National border committee 
chairman Var Kim Hong told 
The Post on Sunday that erect-
ing the tents along an as yet 
agreed upon border was not 
the correct thing to do.

He said Cambodia has erect-
ed 85 per cent of border mark-
ers while remaining points 
were delayed due to disagree-
ments. The remaining borders 
with Vietnam are in Mon-
dulkiri, Tbong Khmum, Takeo, 
Kampot and Kandal provinces.

Kim Hong said the problems 
that posed obstacles to estab-
lishing border markers with 
Vietnam were attributed to 
technical and legal issues. 

“Technical issues stem from 
the maps we use. Many are offi-
cial, but are not labelled by year. 
Which maps are we supposed to 
use? The committee has at least 
10 and must decide which of 
them is the right one to use and 
best responds to the interests of 
our country,” he said.
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CHILDFUND Korea will do-
nate $77,000 to a project to help 
educate more than 275,000 
children and their families in 
334 villages of Prey Veng, Svay 
Rieng, Kratie and Battambang 
provinces on how to protect 
themselves from Covid-19.

The organisation stated it 
will continue to ramp up its 
programmes in disease pre-
vention and containment 
until the dangers of the virus 
have passed.

“This project will ensure 
more than 275,000 children 
and their families will be 
equipped with the knowledge 
they need to protect them-
selves from Covid-19.

“The training will also pro-
vide key learning to families 
on positive parenting behav-
iours,” A ChildFund Cambodia 
press release said on Friday.

ChildFund Cambodia put 
its Covid-19 second-phase 
response plans into motion 
last Thursday in collabora-
tion with commune councils 
and with the assistance of 
ChildFund Korea. 

Its press release said posi-
tive parenting tips will be 
distributed using posters, 
booklets, radio campaigns 
and face-to-face community 
meetings during May and 
June in the four provinces. 

It said the project will 
help commune councils to 
strengthen their Covid-19 re-
sponse plans with a focus on 
providing communities with 
the practical steps they can 
take to reduce or prevent in-
fection, including hand-wash-
ing and social distancing.

ChildFund Cambodia direc-
tor Prashant Verma said in the 
press release that preventing 
the spread of Covid-19 is the 
best course of action in re-
gions where health facilities 
may be located long distances 
from local communities.

“ChildFund will continue to 
ramp up its programmes in dis-
ease prevention and contain-
ment until the dangers of the 
virus have passed,” he said.

Verma told The Post on Sun-
day that his organisation be-
lieved that only through edu-
cation in rural communities 
will people change habits, es-

pecially vulnerable children.
He said ChildFund mostly 

worked with commune coun-
cils with the support of various 
institutions. He said his or-
ganisation believes that com-
mune councils know what is 
best for their local people.

“We strongly believe in 
strengthening existing gov-
ernment mechanisms and 
therefore decided on direct 
grant support to respective 
communes so they could 
determine the priority and 
needs of the most vulnerable 
families,” he said.

Sa Etey, a councillor from 
Prek Saman commune in 
Kratie province’s Chhlong dis-
trict, told The Post on Sunday 
that her commune had an ac-
tivity that was incorporated 
into the project and positive 
parenting tips will be distrib-
uted to children.  

“[Through this distribution] 
we want them to tell their chil-
dren that the disease has spread 
across the world. But they can 
still protect themselves by way 
of washing hands as advised by 
the Ministry of Health.

“Hopefully they will educate 
their children on how to live 
during the pandemic and how 
to protect themselves with a 
high standard of hygiene, main-
taining social distancing and 
wearing facemasks,” she said.

Animation videos titled 
Happy Family will also be 
aired on several of Cambo-
dia’s national TV channels for 
one month and social media 
starting from May 23.

The videos were produced 
by the Ministry of Education, 
youth and Sport, UNICEF and 
Save the Children through 
Breakthrough-ACTION

A press release said: “The 
series has a target audience 
of five to 10-year-olds and 
revolves around a colourful 
family of bunnies.

“The storyline and messaging 
spans hand washing, social dis-
tancing, learning from home, 
mental and physical well-being, 
and stigma and discrimination.

“Each episode is unique 
and appealing for parents 
and other caregivers, who 
will also learn, alongside their 
children on how to apply sug-
gested prevention techniques 
for Covid-19.”

ChildFund Korea to 
donate $77,000 for 
Covid-19 campaign

VN soldiers remove 
border tents in Kandal 

Vietnamese troops erected tents along a yet to be agreed border area in Kandal province. pOlIce

New focus on court case backlog 
Voun Dara

THE Ministry of Justice has 
launched a campaign to clear up 
the backlog of cases at each 
municipal and provincial court. 

Four working groups were 
charged on May 18 with the 
implementation of the cam-
paign to disseminate, plan and 
discuss the challenges.

Ministry spokesman Chin 
Malin is also the director of the 
fourth working group of the 
Campaign Implementation 
Committee.

He told The Post on Sunday 
that the implementation of 
the week-long campaign was 

to introduce alternative 
measures and show some 
necessary measures that the 
courts need to implement in 
the campaign.

“We have also discussed 
some of the challenges that the 
ministry can coordinate and 
provide support for, so the 
courts can successfully imple-
ment the campaign direction 
that we want to take,” he said. 

Malin said the one-week 
mission also prepared a joint 
plan with the courts to imple-
ment the campaign. And the 
results for this one-week 
implementation have not yet 
been evaluated as they are still 

in the implementation phase.
“We will periodically evalu-

ate the performance of this 
work, whether it is a month, a 
quarter or a semester.

“Therefore, the one-week 
visit to each court is to dis-
seminate and introduce the 
measures that the court will 
undertake, as well as discuss 
the challenges faced by it, and 
set up mechanisms to address 
those challenges during the 
campaign implementation,” 
he said.

The committee informed the 
public on Friday about two 
contact numbers for the com-
mittee secretariat. This would 

allow the public to provide 
information and comments. 
The contact numbers are 017 
609 960 and 078 567 810.

The ministry estimates that 
there are nearly 40,000 pending 
criminal cases, including 6,260 
drug cases that need to be 
resolved. The ministry expects 
the campaign to reduce the 
backlog of cases by 50 to70 per 
cent in six months.

According to the ministry, 
the backlog of cases has 
become such a challenge that 
the ministry needs to assist the 
courts to consider this task an 
important part of its reform 
programme. 

A fire broke out at the EDM club 
in in Chamkarmon district’s 
Tonle Bassac commune on 
Sunday. HeAN RANGSeY
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Kim Sarom

THE Phnom Penh municipal 
Court on Saturday sent two 
men to Prey Sar prison in pre-
trial detention for trafficking 
about 4kg of methamphet-
amine. They were detained 
on Friday in Phnom Penh.

anti-Drug Department dep-
uty director In Song told The 
Post on Sunday that the sus-
pects were Heng Sothanith, 
28, and Seng Jam Jimy, 24.

“Both of them were charged 
by the court for trafficking 
drugs under article 40 of the 
Law on Drug Control,” he 
said.

Song said the authorities 
carried out operations in 
three different locations to 
catch the suspects. 

The first raid took place on 

National Road 4 in Voasar 
commune, Samrong Tong 
district, Kampong Speu prov-
ince on may 18. 

In the bust, authorities seized 
411.56g of methamphetamine.

The second sting operation 
happened on may 20 in Kam-
pong Speu province’s Chbar 
mon town.

Jam Jimy was detained 
during this raid, and police 
recovered 3.27kg of metham-
phetamine, 17.5g of ecstasy 
and drug paraphernalia and 
packages. 

The last operation took 
place on Friday in the capital 
and authorities netted 251.68g 
of methamphetamine. 

In total, authorities confis-
cated 3.54kg of drugs in addi-
tion to detaining the two sus-
pects. They also found two 

car licence plates, which they 
recovered for evidence.

In a separate case, the dep-
uty director of the anti-Drug 
Department in Kampong 
Chhnang Khim Socheat said 
on Sunday that 20 suspects 
detained by authorities on 
Friday were sent to the pro-
vincial prison on Saturday. 

They were also charged with 
using and trafficking drugs 
under article 40 of the Law on 
Drug Control, he said. 

“I don’t know how many of 
them were charged for traf-
ficking and how many were 
charged for using. I only know 
that they were sent to prison 
by the court,” he said. 

During the weekend op-
eration, authorities retrieved 
three small packages of meth-
amphetamine, he added.

Separate sting operations see 
22 in courts for drug trafficking

Rare turtles nesting 
found in Cambodia
Soth Koemsoeun

I
N CONJUNCTION with 
World Turtle Day on may 
23, the Wildlife Conser-
vation Society (WCS) 

commemorated the conser-
vation of Cantor’s Giant Soft-
shell Turtles in Cambodia.

This year, the WCS record-
ed 49 turtle nests – two more 
than last year – with a total of 
1,756 eggs. While the increase 
in nests was minimal, a WCS 
said the number of eggs rep-
resented a large increase over 
the past three years.

as of Friday, 824 baby 
turtles had hatched from 41 
nests, with 657 hatchlings be-
ing released into the wild. The 
remaining hatchlings were 
placed under care until they 
could be released into their 
natural habitat.

 “With continuous support 
from our donors and good 
cooperation from the Fish-
eries administration, plus 
strong commitments of our 
field staff and community 
nest protection team, WCS 
has made significant progress 
in implementing its project 
over the past years,” said its 

country programme director 
Ken Serey Rotha.

“The increase in the num-
ber of nests and eggs of soft-
shelled turtle inspired us to 
put more efforts on the con-
servation of this critically en-
dangered species,” he said.

The Fisheries administra-
tion’s Department of Fisher-
ies Conservation director Ouk 
Vibol said he appreciated the 
cooperation between local 
authorities, the community, 
and WCS and urged all par-
ties to continue to protect the 
turtles and allow them to live 
in their natural habitat. 

He stressed that anyone 
trading protected animals 
would face legal action.

Dr Sonja Luz, the director of 
Conservation, Research and 
Veterinary Services at Wildlife 
Reserves Singapore (WRS), 
stressed the importance of the 
turtles being able to live freely.

“as a wildlife conservation 
organisation, beyond caring 
for the animals in our zoo-
logical parks, our responsibil-
ity also extends to protecting 
threatened species in the wild.

“WRS is happy to be able to 
play our part to support the 

work of regional conservation 
partners like WCS Cambodia 
in ensuring a future for the 
Cantor’s Giant Softshell Tur-
tles in the wild,” Luz said.

according to the press re-
lease, the Cantor’s Giant Soft-
shell Turtle, whose scientific 
name is Pelochelys cantorii, is 
classified as critically endan-
gered on the International 
Union for Conservation of 
Nature (IUCN) Red List of 
Threatened Species. 

The endangered turtles 
have made brief appearances 
in Laos, but they have been 
pushed out of their former 
homes in Vietnam and Thai-
land, mainly due to poachers 
and traders who value adult 
turtles and their eggs.

The turtles were not spot-
ted anywhere in the world 
between 2003 and 2007, but 
they reappeared on the me-
kong River between Kratie 
and Stung Treng provinces.

WCS and the Fisheries ad-
ministration started to con-
serve the species in 2017 by 
fighting their illegal captures, 
protecting their nests and sup-
porting the communities sur-
rounding the turtles’ habitat.

The WCS recorded 49 Cantor’s Giant Softshell Turtles nests this year – with a total of 1,756 eggs. WCS

Firm warned over delay 
of nat’l road construction
Voun Dara

HaNSHIN Engineering and 
Construction Co Ltd, a Korean 
firm building National Roads 2 
and 22 from Phnom Penh to 
Takeo province, has been given 
one month to resolve its delays 
or have its contract cancelled.

The warning came on Sun-
day from minister of Public 
Works and Transport Sun 
Chanthol while examining the 
quality of National Road 3 
from Phnom Penh to Kampot 
province. He had previously 
issued a warning letter to the 
company on may 5.

“On Tuesday my technical 
officials along with officials of 
the [South] Korean embassy 
and the Korean bank which 
provides loans to build the 
roads went down to check 
together and they saw the lack 
of progress as I did.

“The company had no 
machinery to build the roads. So, 
we called Hanshin for a discus-
sion. We will give the company a 
month to solve the problem. If it 
cannot solve it, we can cancel the 
contract and choose a new com-
pany to build the roads.

“We won’t allow construc-
tion to be behind and there are 
no proper machinery [and] 
materials. We cannot accept 
it,” he said.

Chanthol said the ministry 
would continue monitoring 
activities related to the con-
struction of national roads. He 

said the ministry will inspect 
technical standards and not 
allow any companies to exploit 
road building.

The company has promised 
to follow what was contracted 
and the technical standards 
set by the ministry.

“Time keeps passing by. If the 
company has no proper machin-
ery, we will examine it as agreed-
upon. We gave the company a 
month to bring machinery.

“The company said the 
machinery is stuck in Vietnam 
because of Covid-19 and cannot 
be transported into Cambodia. 

But companies sell and hire 
machinery in Cambodia. Why 
doesn’t the company hire 
them?” Chanthol asked.

The may 5 warning letter was 
sent by the minister after he dis-

covered that the company had 
no experience to build the road 
and made technical mistakes.

ministry spokesman Heang 
Sotheayuth said on Thursday 
that National Roads 2 and 22 
improvement projects will 
cost more than $56 million – 
paid for by grants from the 
Republic of Korea and the 
Cambodian government.

The groundbreaking ceremo-
ny for road building was held on 
February 11 and presided over 
by Prime minister Hun Sen. The 
road-building projects are sched-
uled to take 30 months from 
October last year to april 2022.

“The minister gave the ulti-
matum to the company. He 
also advised it to speed up 
construction efforts,” Sotheay-
uth said.

The ministry has given the South Korean firm one month to resume the 
national road construction projects. miniStry of publiC WorkS and tranSport 



THE Ministry of Economy 
and Finance has given Malay-
sia’s Etiqa Insurance & Taka-
ful the go-ahead to tap into 
the Kingdom’s market.

The insurer on Thursday said 
the ministry granted its subsid-
iaries Etiqa General Insurance 
(Cambodia) Plc and Etiqa Life 
Insurance (Cambodia) Plc li-
cences to operate their respec-
tive insurance businesses.

The businesses are led by 
Nazri Wong Abdullah and Clar-
ence Lit as the respective CEO.

Etiqa’s move into Cambo-
dia was spurred on by the vast 
potential that the Cambodian 
market has to offer, where an 
estimated 97 per cent of the 
population do not own insur-
ance policies.

Currently, Etiqa General In-
surance (Cambodia) Plc and 
Etiqa Life Insurance (Cam-
bodia) Plc offer fire insurance 
(retail & commercial) and 
personal accident products 
which are available via the 21 
Maybank branches located 
across the Kingdom.

Etiqa said additional prod-
ucts such as endowment, term, 

education, and investment-
linked, medical, motor, travel, 
marine and engineering insur-
ance will also be made avail-
able in the very near future.

Etiqa Insurance & Takaful 
Group CEO Kamaludin Ahmad 
said: “Etiqa’s aspiration of ex-
panding into Cambodia, which 
we have nurtured over the past 
few years, has now been realised.

“As a leading ASEAN insurer 
across countries such as Singa-
pore, Indonesia and the Philip-
pines, we have been looking for-
ward to bringing Etiqa’s brand 
promise of ‘fast and easy’ experi-
ences to the people of Cambodia.

“Whether it’s making a 
purchase, submitting claims, 
receiving payouts or getting 
assistance, it will be ‘fast and 
easy’, while providing cus-
tomers only the best advice.”

“While insurance penetration 
in Cambodia is still low, with 
most of the population without 
any form of insurance, we tar-
get to bring additional accessi-
bility by being among the first 
to provide online insurance 
products there,” he said. THE STAR 

(MALAYSIA)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Malaysian insurer gets 
ministry approval to 
expand into Cambodia
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US GLObAL car rental com-
pany Hertz Global Holdings 
Inc became the latest econom-
ic casualty of the coronavirus 
pandemic on Friday, filing for 
bankruptcy in the US and 
Canada after more than a cen-
tury in business.

“The impact of Covid-19 on 
travel demand was sudden and 
dramatic, causing an abrupt 
decline in the Company’s rev-
enue and future bookings,” 
Hertz said in a press release.

Hertz said it took “immedi-
ate action” to prioritise the 
health and safety of employees 
and customers and eliminate 
“all non-essential spending”.

“However, uncertainty 
remains as to when revenue 
will return and when the used-
car market will fully reopen for 
sales, which necessitated 
today’s action,” it said.

Its main international oper-
ating regions, including 
Europe, Australia and New 
Zealand, were not included in 
the US Chapter 11 filing.

Hertz had already cut 10,000 
jobs in North America, or 26.3 
per cent of its global work-
force, to save money after the 
coronavirus shutdowns para-
lysed travel and crippled the 
economy.

Chapter 11 is a mechanism 
that allows a company that is 
no longer able to repay its debt 
to restructure itself without 
creditors.

The Wall Street Journal 
reported on Friday that Hertz 
held debts of roughly $19 bil-
lion, in addition to nearly 
700,000 vehicles sitting idle 
because of the coronavirus.

“The financial reorganisa-
tion will provide Hertz a path 
toward a more robust financial 
structure that best positions 
the Company for the future as 
it navigates what could be a 
prolonged travel and overall 
global economic recovery,” 
said the Hertz statement.

Hertz’ franchise sites, which 
are not owned by the compa-
ny, are also not included in the 
Chapter 11 proceeding.

Established in 1918 with 
only a dozen cars, the global 
car rental giant had survived 
the Great Depression and 
numerous US recessions.

but in recent years the com-
pany has struggled with com-
petition – including Avis budg-
et and carpooling services 
such as Uber.

Hertz suffered a fourth con-
secutive annual net loss last 
year. but this year had started 
well with an increase in turno-
ver of six per cent in January 
and eight per cent in February 
compared to the same months 
of last year. AFP

New code will protect mobile phone 
users from unwanted service charges
Thou Vireak

T
HE Ministry of Posts 
and Telecommunica-
tions plans to imple-
ment an existing 

unified feature code by mid-
June that will allow mobile 
phone users to unsubscribe 
from any unwanted servic-
es and avoid phone credit  
reduction.

The ministry has urged the 
Telecommunication Regula-
tor of Cambodia (TRC) to co-
operate with all mobile oper-
ators in the Kingdom to speed 
up the code’s implementa-
tion. The code was developed 
to eliminate practices that 
adversely affect consumers. 

This comes after public 
complaints about unknown 
mobile phone fees and un-
known service connections, 
said the ministry.

It said users should be clear-
ly aware of the services they 
receive and additional servic-
es charged by their providers.

These services include plan 
adjustments, money exchange, 
call tunes, lottery, horoscope, 
music, sports news, loan ser-
vices, as well as the option to 
hide your Caller ID on outgo-
ing calls by default.

TRC spokesman Im Vutha 

told The Post on Sunday that 
the move would help quash 
consumer scepticism and 
boost confidence in telecom-
munications.

He said mobile phone us-
ers will be able to dial 1-200 
to immediately unsubscribe 
from service packages when 

the code goes into effect.
“If a user is not happy with 

a service package or sus-
pects that there is a service 
that has been put on him or 
her, then they can dial 1-200 
to unsubscribe. If they want 
to reconnect to any service 
they can do so.

“We are working on the 
technical aspect and are 
pressing the TRC to speed up 
work on its end to overcome 
public confusion and dis-
trust,” said Vutha, adding that 
the code is to be available on 
all mobile phone networks.

“We are now working with 

the operators to update their 
software to recognise the 
1-200 code, so that users can 
dial it and unsubscribe from 
any service on any mobile 
system,” he said.

The number of registered 
mobile SIM cards reached 
more than 21 million last year, 
up nearly 12 per cent compared 
to 2018, said a TRC report.

The figures show that last 
year, the number of registered 
SIM cards provided by the 
country’s six mobile operators 
reached 21.63 million – up 11.63 
per cent compared to 2018.

The number is equivalent 
to 133 per cent of Cambo-
dia’s total population, which 
stands at just over 16 million.

The report said mobile in-
ternet usage also saw a rapid 
increase with 16.12 million 
subscribers using their mo-
bile phones to access online 
content last year, an increase 
of 18.47 per cent.

Fixed-mobile phone us-
ers declined by 35 per cent to 
57,438 while fixed-broadband 
internet subscribers grew to 
224,104, a 46 per cent increase.

There are currently six mo-
bile companies operating in 
Cambodia – CellCard, Met-
fone, Smart Axiata, qb, Seatel 
and CooTel.

SECC and CCC ink MoU to 
promote securities sector
Thou Vireak 

THE Securities and Exchange 
Commission of Cambodia 
(SECC) and the Cambodia 
Chamber of Commerce (CCC) 
have signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) to raise 
awareness and promote invest-
ment in the securities sector.

The signing ceremony was 
held at the CCC on Friday and 
presided over by SECC direc-
tor-general Sou Socheat and 
CCC president Kith Meng.

Socheat said in a statement 
that the MoU was aimed at cre-
ating cooperation and raising 
awareness of the securities sec-
tor for commercial enterprises 
to be able to seek financing 
through the securities market.

It also seeks to promote 
investment in the sector through 
the active participation of local 
private investors, he said.

“The signing of this MOU indi-
cates that many commercial 
enterprises in Cambodia are 
interested in the securities market 
and ready to list, raise capital and 
trade, and it shows the confidence 
of CCC member companies in the 
market,” said Socheat.

Meng said the MoU will help 
raise awareness among CCC 
members and better prepare 
them to actively participate in 
the securities sector.

“This is an opportunity for 
CCC members to seek financ-
ing from the Kingdom’s securi-
ties market, as well as to rein-
force their management, 
adaptability and corporate 
governance,” he said.

The SECC is adjusting the 
requirements for licensing 
and business management of 

derivatives trading in Cam-
bodia to increase the attrac-
tiveness of public trading and 
control the market more 
effectively.

This adjustment will reduce 
the requirements on licensing 
and capital for derivatives bro-
kerage firms, the SECC said in 
a press release last week.

The trading volume of deriv-
atives in Cambodia increased 
from $84 million in 2018 to 
$200 million last year, SECC 
data shows.

bankruptcy
filed by
car rental 
firm Hertz

Mobile phone users will be able to dial 1-200 to immediately unsubscribe from service packages when the 
code goes into effect. HONG MENEA

The signing ceremony was held at the CCC on Friday and presided over by 
CCC president Kith Meng (left) and SECC director-general Sou Socheat. SECC



What is the SECC? 
The SECC is the regula-

tor tasked with managing, 
supervising and developing 
the securities sector in the 
Kingdom. HE Sou Socheat is 
the director-general. 

The SECC’s major roles: 
As a securities regulator, the 

SECC plays an important role in 
promoting and developing the 
securities sector by enacting the 

relevant laws and regulations, as 
well as policies and guidelines. 

This is to ensure that the 
market functions effectively 
and in a transparent manner, 
that there is accountability, and 
– most importantly – to ensure 
public investors are protected.  

The SECC has been constantly 
developing new financial prod-
ucts – such as equity securities, 
bonds, the collective investment 
scheme (CIS) and derivatives – 

as investment alternatives for 
both the public and for foreign 
investors. These also provide op-
tions for firms to consider which 
products are most suitable for 
them depending on the needs of 
the company and the market.

Additionally, the SECC’s 
role is to approve and renew 
licences for market participants, 
including, but not limited to, 
market operators – the Cambo-
dia Securities Exchange (CSX) 
– securities intermediaries, cash 
settlement agents, securities 
registrar agents, transfer agents 
and paying agents, law firms 
and attorneys at law, valuation 
companies, translation services 
in the securities sector and 
auditing firms. 

The SECC continuously 
supervises these firms to ensure 
that they comply with all rules 
and regulations.

Approval of issuers:

The SECC has the authority to 
approve all companies that wish 
to go public by complying with 
the requirements set forth in the 
laws and regulations. Currently, 
five companies have issued eq-
uity securities (stocks), while six 
others have issued debt securities 
(corporate bonds). They have all 
listed on the CSX. 

Promoting awareness: 
Another crucial role the 

SECC plays is raising aware-
ness of market participants 

through training and exami-
nations for those approved to 
work in the securities sector. So 
far, the SECC has provided 17 
such training courses and ex-
ams for more than 1,200 quali-
fied persons providing services 
in the securities sector. 

Additionally, the SECC 
disseminates and promotes 
awareness of the securities sec-
tor to the public, high school 
and university students, and 
journalists, as well as potential 

clients through seminars and 
training programmes. 

Mediation and adjudication: 
Another significant function 

of the SECC that many inves-
tors and market participants 
are not aware of is that it plays 
a crucial role as mediator and 
adjudicator in disputes in the 
securities sector. 

Disputing parties can request 
the SECC to act as mediator and 
adjudicator, with the process 

simple, convenient, time-saving, 
flexible, inexpensive and fully 
confidential. 

The mediators and adjudica-
tors are professional, highly 
skilled and totally ethical. 

Prepared by: The Securities  
and Exchange Commission  
of Cambodia’s Department of 
Securities Market Development 
and  International Relations.
E-mail: edu@secc.gov.kh
Phone: 023 885 611

SECC’s key role in shaping stock market  

Regulator in limelight with listings on the rise 

The Phnom Penh Post and the Securities  
and Exchange Commission of Cambodia (SECC)  
are jointly publishing a series of articles to 
promote awareness of the crucial role the  
body plays and the growing securities market. 
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SECC director-general HE Sou Socheat. 

Minister of Economy and Finance HE Dr Aun Pornmoniroth (fourth from left). 
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As the spread of Covid-19 contin-
ues to grip the world, national lead-
ers are designing stimulus packages 
to stabilise economies and social 
programmes to mitigate risks.

Anthony Galliano, group CEO of 
renowned accounting and auditing 
firm, Cambodia Investment Manage-
ment, sat down with The Post’s May 
Kunmakara and discussed how to 
address the economic fallout from the 
coronavirus pandemic.

What is your general outlook on the 
Kingdom’s post-Covid-19 recovery? 

I am deeply concerned with the 
general positive sentiment and false 
optimism that global economies 
will swiftly rebound, in a V shaped 
recovery. This presumption is evi-
dent in equity markets which have 
rebounded strongly from initial jit-
ters concerning the alarming eco-
nomic toll of the virus.

While most countries are gradu-
ally reopening their economies the 
breadth and depth will be limited, 
and the complete return to normal 
economic activity may not occur 
until 2021.

The Kingdom is integrated into 
the global economy, with key sec-
tors such as tourism, garments and 
real estate exposed to the health 
of economies in the US, Europe 
and asia. With most countries just 
creeping out of lockdowns and most 
airports and borders closed, we can 
expect a long pathway to recovery in 

tourism, perhaps in 2022.
Undoubtedly the world will re-

cover and economic activity will 
return to normal – it just may not 
happen as quickly as forecast. 
Thus governments need to pre-
pare for the longer haul. Developed 
economies are just printing money 
to keep their economies afloat, 
emerging economies will not have 
this luxury due to currency shocks, 
Cambodia’s dollarisation will un-
derpin less currency exposure.

How will the $2 billion fiscal stimulus 
provided by the government in March 
via tax incentives help lower economic 
risk stemming from the pandemic?

The government’s efforts to date 
have been very supportive, but un-
fortunately we live in a global econ-
omy and the worldwide recession is 
now creating the worst numbers we 
have seen since the great depression. 
These are expected to be short-term 
and not a deep and broad, but the 
Kingdom’s economy will continue to 

need further stimulus as long as both 
the garment and tourism sector are 
debilitated.

most of the world is under the im-
pression that the global economy 
will quickly return to a degree of 
normalcy and that there will be a V 
shaped recovery – the equity mar-
kets are confirming this. While we all 
hope that this is the case, and most 
governments are printing money to 
facilitate this, governments should 
also have a Plan B, just in case this 
scenario doesn’t materialise.

How will the government’s tax relief 
for affected sector mitigate and stabi-
lise the downturn?

The government has implemented 
tax relief measures for businesses to 
mitigate the negative financial im-
pact of Covid-19, primarily in sup-
port of the hospitality, garment, avia-
tion and educational sectors, while 
also providing financial support for 
workers in tourism and garments as 
well.

While priority support for these 
industries is sensible, given that they 
are the most affected, the deteriora-
tion in tourism and garments will 
have a domino effect and spread to 
other sectors, particularly the real es-
tate, retail, and the financial sectors.

The health of the financial sector 
needs to be monitored closely, es-
pecially if the employment situation 
weakens further. There is evidence 
in the market that interest rates are 
increasing to preserve customer de-
posits and there is a slow creeping 
increase of loan restructuring.

Under the circumstances this can 
be expected and is not presently per-
ilous. The stability of tax revenues in 

the first quarter provides a welcome 
cushion for the government to pro-
vide further tax relief as the negative 
economic impact of the virus will 
spread to other parts of the economy.

What measures should the govern-
ment take to secure the survival and 
sustained development of the key 
sectors?

Public infrastructure spending 
to spur economic growth and cre-
ate jobs may be a complimentary 
to tax relief and stimulus measures. 
Pre-Covid-19, the Kingdom’s infra-
structure was not keeping pace with 
development, and spending on in-
frastructure development would be 
timely during this slowdown.

Encouraging foreign direct invest-
ment as the world reopens, provid-
ing tax incentives or even holidays, 
as countries like Singapore do, to 
newly registered companies will 
make the Kingdom more attractive 
to do business in.

Improving costs and timing for 
grants of licences would encour-
age more foreign investment. Con-
sumer spending is a key component 
of the economy and a reduction of 
value-added tax on retail and reduc-
ing taxes on big ticket items like cars 
may stimulate growth. 

Coming into 2020, there was con-
cern of an oversupply in the real 
estate market, especially in the con-
dominium and housing sectors. En-
couraging low interest rate mortgag-
es, through subsidised loans backed 
by tax breaks for lenders, would 
stimulate the housing market.

This interview has been edited for 
length and clarity.

How to curb economic fallout from Covid-19

Cambodia Investment Management group CEO Anthony Galliano discusses how to 
address the economic fallout from the coronavirus pandemic. SUPPLIED

BUSINESS
INSIDER

THE Philippines’ Board of In-
vestments (BoI) wants to give 
tax breaks to projects that will 
help in the Covid-19 response 
effort such as mass-produc-
tion of face masks, but the 
proposal still remains pend-
ing at the Presidential Palace 
malacanang two weeks after 
its submission for approval.

The BoI included Covid-19
-related projects under the 
2020 Investment Priorities 
Plan (IPP), a list of preferred 
business activities that should 
be given tax breaks.

moreover, the BoI also in-
cluded activities that support 
the so-called Balik Probinsya 
Programme, a late addition in 
the IPP to accommodate the 
proposal of Senator Christo-
pher “Bong” Go to decongest 
metro manila at a time when 
authorities are trying to con-
tain the spread of Covid-19.

Countryside development 
is not necessarily a novel con-
cept. Even the 2017 IPP was 
aimed at encouraging invest-
ments in the countryside.

“We submitted [the 2020 
IPP] in the early part of this 
year, but we were caught by 
the pandemic. It wasn’t signed 
yet then, so we withdrew it and 
changed it. We included two 
[more] activities that can qual-
ify for incentives,” Department 
of Trade and Industry (DTI) 
undersecretary and BoI man-
aging head Ceferino Rodolfo 
told a recent interview.

When asked about the delay, 
Rodolfo said the office of the 

Executive Secretary might be 
doing some “due diligence” to 
make sure that malacanang sees 
the list in all possible angles.

as of now, companies that 
make medicines, medical sup-
plies and medical equipment 
can import their materials 
without having to pay import 
duties, taxes, and other fees 
under a joint circular signed by 
the DTI and the Department 
of Finance in the early days of 
the lockdown in march.

But the tax incentives to drum 
up efforts against the pan-
demic stop there, even though 
the Bayanihan Law gives the 
Duterte administration a lot of 
room to encourage local pro-
duction of supplies that are in a 
shortage such as personal pro-
tective equipment.

Under the Bayanihan to 
Heal as One act, Duterte has 
the authority to liberalise the 
grant of incentives for critical 
or needed equipment or sup-
plies. The law did not specify 
if the incentives should be 
limited to just waiving fees.

Nevertheless, the 2020 IPP, 
which is updated every three 
years, would have a longer 
lasting support for companies 
since the Bayanihan law is set 
to expire three months after it 
took effect, or around June.

Under the current tax incen-
tives, eligible projects can get 
years of income tax holidays 
and eventually a five per cent 
gross income earned tax in lieu 
of local and national taxes.

However, more incentives 

are expected if Congress 
passes the Corporate Recov-
ery and Tax Incentives for En-
terprises act (Create), which 
will offer companies a new 
menu of tax breaks.

It is the latest iteration of the 
second tax reform package of 
the Duterte administration, 
which in essence is supposed 
to lower the country’s corpo-
rate income tax while ratio-
nalising tax incentives.

Its previous version, named 
Corporate Income Tax and 
Incentives Reform act (Citi-
ra), was passed in the Lower 
House and is now pending in 
the Senate.

The latest version offers some 
substantial changes to the 
package such as an immediate 
cut in the corporate income tax 
from Southeast asia’s highest 
at 30 per cent to 25 per cent in 
July, as opposed to the slow re-
duction spread over a 10-year 
period under the Citira.

Create will also give existing 
projects a longer transition pe-
riod, from Citira’s two to seven 
years to Create’s four to nine, 
said acting Secretary for Socio-
economic Planning Karl Chua.

Only projects under the 2020 
IPP would be allowed to enjoy 
either the current incentives 
or the CREaTE tax breaks, as-
suming the latter gets passed. 
DTI’s Rodolfo said a company 
with a qualified project in the 
IPP could choose which tax 
regime to adopt as long as it 
has not yet enjoyed tax breaks. 
PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER

Philippines wants to give tax breaks 
to projects that help in virus response
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aT LEaST 106 people died in the 
fiercest cyclone to hit Bangla-
desh and eastern India since 
1999, officials said on Friday as 
aerial footage revealed immense 
flooding in coastal areas.

amphan, only the second 
“super cyclone” ever recorded 
over the Bay of Bengal, bull-
dozed houses, tore off roofs, 
uprooted trees and left mil-
lions without power when it 
hit late on Wednesday.

mamata Banerjee, premier of 
West Bengal said on Friday that 
80 people died in the Indian 
state, while Bangladesh’s toll rose 
to 26, health department spokes-
person ayesha akhter said.

The total was much lower than 
the many thousands of fatalities 
recorded in previous cyclones, 
thanks to better forecasting and 
the timely evacuation of over 
three million people.

However, huge damage was 
done in coastal areas as vast 
volumes of seawater rushed 
inland, inundating villages and 
shrimp farms that are vital to 
the Bangladeshi economy.

The UN in Geneva said on Fri-
day that the saltwater is expected 
to have “a severe impact on live-
lihoods for the next 2-3 years”.

West Bengal’s capital Kolkata 
was also badly hit, with 19 dead, 
parts of the old city flooded and 
hangar roofs at the airport caved 
in on top of aircraft.

The bodies of 11 people who 
were electrocuted were recov-

ered from the flooded streets.
The storm also blew off the 

black weathercock on top of a 
205-year-old church in Kolkata 
city centre that has survived 
countless cyclones before.

“It was as old as the church. 
We have only been able to 
trace small pieces of one of the 
wings of the cock so far,” Father 
Swarup Bar said.

Indian Prime minister Naren-
dra modi on Friday morning 
flew over the affected areas by 
helicopter and announced $132 
million in government aid.

“The whole country is now 
with West Bengal at this critical 
time and we will jointly rebuild 
the areas ruined by the 
cyclone,” said modi.

The EU also announced ini-
tial funding of €500,000 
($545,000) for India and €1.1 
million for Bangladesh.

The damage did not appear to 
be as bad as feared in the Sun-
derbans, the vast mangrove for-
est area home to Royal Bengal 
tigers, Ganges dolphins and 
other endangered species strad-
dling India and Bangladesh.

“Some Keora trees in the forest 
have been uprooted and some 
branches were broken. But over-
all the damage was not big,” said 
amir Hossain Chowdhury, 
Bangladesh’s chief forester.

Bhutan, caught in the cyclone’s 
trajectory to the north, reported 
only minor damage and no 
human fatalities. AFP

‘I saw fire everywhere’: 
Pakistan plane crash 
survivor recalls horror
O

NE of the two 
people to survive 
a plane crash in 
Pakistan that killed 

97 people onboard has de-
scribed jumping from the 
burning wreckage of the air-
craft after it hurtled into a 
residential neighbourhood.

The Pakistan International 
airlines (PIa) plane came 
down among houses on Fri-
day after both engines failed 
as it approached Karachi air-
port, said the airline.

Its wings sliced through 
rooftops, sending flames and 
plumes of smoke into the air 
as it crashed onto a street, 
sparking a rescue operation 
that lasted until the early 
hours of Saturday.

The 97 victims had been 
on the plane, the provincial 
health ministry said, while 
four people on the ground 
were injured after earlier re-
ports on Friday suggested 
some residents had been 
killed by the crash.

Pakistan’s deadliest avia-

tion accident in eight years 
came days after commercial 
flights resumed ahead of the 
muslim holiday of Eid al-Fitr.

Planes had been grounded 
during a two-month lock-
down because of the corona-
virus pandemic.

“after it hit and I regained 
consciousness, I saw fire ev-
erywhere and no one was vis-
ible,” passenger mohammad 
Zubair, 24, said from his hos-
pital bed in a video clip circu-
lated on social media.

“The cries were everywhere 
and everybody was trying to 
survive. I undid my seat belt 
and I saw some light and 
tried to walk towards it. Then 
I jumped out.”

Zubair had suffered burns 
but was in a stable condition, 
said a health ministry official.

The airline named the other 
survivor as Bank of Punjab 
Ltd president Zafar masud.

PIa CEO arshad mahmood 
malik told media late on Sat-
urday that authorities had 
also recovered the plane’s 

black box and had handed it 
over to investigators.

at least 19 bodies had been 
identified, while 47 relatives 
had come forward to provide 
DNa samples for tests. The 
first funerals were also un-
derway, with many more to 
come.

at a burial, Jehanzeb Baloch 
explained how his nephew, 
major Shaheryar Baloch, “was 
supposed to come last Friday 
but had to postpone” and had 
died on the flight along with 
his wife and two children.

The family had been re-
turning to Karachi for the Eid 
holiday marking the end of 
the muslim fasting month of 
Ramadan.

Several members of the 
armed forces were on the 
plane, said the military.

“Eid has become meaning-
less not only for Karachi but 
the whole of Pakistan,” said 
Zia ul Huq Qamar, who lives 
near the crash site.

Shahbaz Hussain said his 
mother, who was also among 

the victims, had been flying 
back to Karachi after becom-
ing stranded by the lockdown 
in Lahore while visiting her 
daughters.

a PIa spokesperson said 
air traffic control lost contact 
with the plane travelling from 
Lahore to Karachi just after 
2:30pm (0930 GmT).

The pilot made a desperate 
mayday call after announcing 
“we have lost engines”, ac-
cording to an audio recording 
confirmed by the airline.

PIa CEO malik described 
the airbus a320 as one of the 
safest planes.

“Technically, operationally 
everything was in place,” he 
said, promising to work with 
investigators.

On board the aircraft were 
91 passengers, six cabin crew 
and two pilots.

Federal minister for Civil 
aviation Ghulam Sarwar Khan 
said the captain, Sajjad Gull, 
had been described by the air-
line as a senior a320 pilot with 

extensive flight experience.
On Saturday, Khan said: “The 

pilot did his best to bring the 
plane to the runway and tried 
hard to contain damages.

“There will be a fair inquiry 
to put forth facts immediately 
before the public and parlia-
ment.”

The plane first entered ser-
vice in 2004 and was acquired 
by PIa a decade later, airbus 
said in a statement. It had 
logged around 47,100 flight 
hours. AFP

China’s HK nat’l 
security legislation 
‘prudent decision’
CHINa’S central government 
made a “prudent decision”, 
based on the current situation, 
in establishing and improving 
a legal framework and enforce-
ment mechanism to safeguard 
national security in the Hong 
Kong Special administrative 
Region from a state level, Vice-
Premier Han Zheng said on 
Saturday.

Han, who is also a member 
of the Standing Committee of 
the Political Bureau of the 
Communist Party of China 
Central Committee, made the 
remark during a panel discus-
sion with political advisers 
from Hong Kong and macao 
attending the third session of 
the 13th National Committee 
of the Chinese People’s Politi-
cal Consultative Conference.

Han said punishing the small 
minority of “Hong Kong inde-
pendence” and radical separa-
tist forces according to the law 
and firmly opposing external 
interference in Hong Kong 
affairs was to uphold the lawful 
rights and interests of the major-
ity of Hong Kong people.

The moves also help safe-
guard the long-lasting peace, 
stability and prosperity of 
Hong Kong, he added.

Saying that the practice of 
“one country, two systems” in 

Hong Kong and macao has 
achieved great success since 
they returned to China, Han 
told the political advisers that 
the central government, as 
always, has a strong resolve 
and confidence in upholding 
the principle of “one country, 
two systems”, and it has the 
greatest concern for the pros-
perity and stability of the spe-
cial administrative regions and 
the well-being of Hong Kong 
and macao compatriots.

Han’s remarks came as a draft 
decision to add a national secu-
rity law to annex III of the Basic 
Law of Hong Kong has been 
submitted for deliberation to 
the third session of the 13th 
National People’s Congress.

It has been 23 years since 
Hong Kong returned to Chi-
na’s sovereignty, but it has 
failed to introduce a national 
security law in line with article 
23 of the Basic Law, which 
stipulated that the city enact 
its own national security leg-
islation to prohibit any acts 
endangering national security, 
such as treason and sedition.

These legal gaps were high-
lighted by a series of violent 
protests since June that quick-
ly turned into an anti-govern-
ment movement.

article 18 of the Basic Law 

stipulates that a national law 
listed in the annexe shall be 
applied by way of promulga-
tion or local legislation.

also on Saturday, the Chinese 
embassy in Canada rebutted a 
joint statement issued by the 
foreign ministers of Canada, 
australia and the UK in response 
to the new security law for Hong 
Kong, saying that their remarks 
constitute gross interference in 
Hong Kong affairs as well as 
China’s internal affairs.

The legislation for Hong 
Kong to safeguard national 
security is purely China’s inter-
nal affair, the embassy said in 
a statement on its website.

meanwhile, China denounced 
the US on Thursday over a 
potential arms sale to Taiwan, 
urging Washington to cut mili-
tary ties with the island to pre-
vent further damage to cross-
Straits and Sino-US relations.

ministry of Foreign affairs 
spokesman Zhao Lijian told a 
daily news briefing that China 
lodged stern representations 

to the US after the US State 
Department approved a pos-
sible sale of 18 mK-48 mod 6 
advanced Technology Heavy 
Weight Torpedoes and related 
equipment to Taiwan for an 
estimated $180 million.

China demands that the US 
abide by the one-China policy 
as well as the three Sino-US 
joint communique, said Zhao.

The State Council Taiwan 
affairs Office also expressed 
firm opposition to the sale on 
Thursday.

ma Xiaoguang, the spokes-
man for the office, said Tai-
wan’s Democratic Progressive 
Party authority frequently 
spends taxpayers’ hard-earned 
money on US arms, which will 
only undermine peace and 
stability across the Taiwan 
Straits and harm the interests 
of the Taiwan people.

China firmly objects to any form 
of official exchanges between the 
US and Taiwan, including military 
contact, he said. CHINA DAILY/ASIA NEWS 

NETWORK

South asia cyclone 
death toll passes 100

All but two of the 99 people on board the PIA plane were killed when it crashed into a Karachi residential 
neighbourhood. AFP

Chinese Vice-Premier Han Zheng said punishing the small minority of 
‘Hong Kong independence’ was to uphold the lawful rights and interests 
of the majority of Hong Kong people. AFP



F
OREIGN nationals 
married to Thai citi-
zens who are strand-
ed overseas due to the 

ban on incoming flights are 
pleading with the government 
to let them return so they can 
be with their families. Some 
have even contacted the Na-
tion to ask for help.

Briton James Jacobs, who 
is stranded in France, says he 
wants to return to his wife Sopa, 
29, who lives in Chiang Mai.

Speaking to the Nation over 
the phone, Sopa said her 
husband has been stranded 
in France since last month 
when Thailand stopped all 
incoming flights for fear of 
importing Covid-19 cases. 
She said she can only keep in 
touch with him online.

Another Briton, Alan 
Cheetham, who is stranded 
in the UK, said he wants to 
get back to his family in the 
northeastern province of 
Udon Thani.

Cheetham set up a Face-
book page called “Thai Expats 
Stranded Overseas due to 
Covid-19 Travel Restrictions” 
last week and nearly 150 peo-
ple who are in the same pre-
dicament have joined so far.

Michael O’Halloran, who 
is trapped in Ireland, said he 
wants to be with his three 
daughters, aged 13, nine and 

20 months, who are living 
with his wife in Chonburi.

Alan Edwards, another 
expatriat who is in a simi-
lar situation, said it is unfair 
that families are being kept 
apart during this difficult pe-
riod just because one of the 
spouses is not Thai. 

He asked: “I understand 
that in these difficult times, 
many difficult decisions 
have to be made by the Thai 
government, but does the 
prejudice against Thai/for-
eigner families have to go on 
for so long?

“How is it fair that Thai peo-
ple and children must be with-
out a loved one or a parent be-
cause they are not Thai?”

Rob Kennedy, who is 
trapped in Brunei, said the 
Thai embassy there was 
helpful, but the high-rank-
ing officials in Bangkok are 
showing little interest in his 
case. He said he is willing to 
pay for quarantine if he is al-
lowed to return. 

Kennedy belongs to the 
“Farangs Stranded Abroad 
due to Lockdown in Thai-
land” Facebook group, which 

has 300 members. ‘Farang’ is 
a term used by Thais to de-
scribe white-skinned foreign-
ers regardless of their country 
of origin.

Another expatriate, who has 
a family in the southern resort 
city of Phuket, said on condi-
tion of anonymity that he left 
Phuket in March and now 
cannot return to Thailand. He 
has a four-year-old son who 
has a medical condition.

Mam, a Chiang Mai resident 
who did not wish to reveal her 
real name, told the Nation that 
her husband has been strand-
ed in Canada. “My two-year-
old girl often asks: ‘Where is 
Daddy?’” she said. 

Daniel Nolan has been 
stranded in Australia for close 
to three months now and can’t 
return to his wife and child. 
He said he went to Australia to 
attend his father’s funeral in 
March, only to learn he could 
not take the flight back to 
Bangkok. His spouse, Chon-
piti Duangsangaram, told the 
Nation that their child is only 
seven months old.

“My husband is missing 
helping me look after the 
baby. Now I have had to move 
to my father’s home so some-
one can help me look after 
my little girl,” she said. 

Chonpiti said she has spo-
ken to immigration officials 
at Suvarnabhumi Interna-
tional Airport about her hus-
band being allowed back, but 
they said it was beyond their 
authority. 

For Jaco Willem Kotze, the 
reason for separation was dif-
ferent. He and his wife and 
daughter left Thailand for a 
holiday in South Africa on 
February 25.

However, when they re-
turned on March 25 – he with 
all his documents attested by 
the Thai Embassy in Pretoria 
– officials at the airport forced 
him to return to South Africa 
because no foreigners were 
allowed to enter Thailand de-
spite having a long-stay visa 
and marriage certificate. 

“Now my wife and daughter 
are in Thailand and I am sit-
ting in South Africa,” he said.

The Civil Aviation Authority 
of Thailand banned all incom-
ing passenger flights since 
April 4 and has extended the 
ban several times. The latest 
extension is until June 30. 

The government says it is 
worried about people bring-
ing new Covid-19 cases to 
Thailand as the rate of in-
fections is still pretty high in 
many countries, while here it 
has dropped to a single digit 
for several days. 

However, the authorities 
are letting Thai nationals 
stranded abroad return home 
in limited numbers based on 
the capacity of state quaran-
tine facilities and hospitals. 

Recently, the government 
decided to have hotels and 
hospitals work together on 
quarantine facilities that can 
accommodate people who 
want to be comfortable and are 
willing to pay for it. This model 
may also apply to foreign tour-
ists. THE NATION (THAILAND)/ASIA NEWS 

NETWORK
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WALK into a mall in Bang-
kok, Thailand, and you will 
be asked to scan a QR code 
and key in personal details 
on a web platform for contact 
tracing.

Enter a shop in the same 
mall and you will have to go 
through the same process 
again. Checking out requires 
yet another round of QR code 
scanning.

These rituals are now part 
of the “new normal” since 
Thailand, Myanmar and Laos 
lifted restrictions on key busi-
ness activities over the past 
week to minimise the eco-
nomic malaise trailing the 
coronavirus pandemic.

However, the newfound 
freedoms are completely 
conditional.

Vientiane, Laos, which 
opened restaurants, cafes, 
beauty salons and spas last 
week, says new infections 
would lead to the province in 
question being locked down. 
If new cases are found in 
two or more provinces, a na-
tionwide lockdown will once 
again come into force.

Thailand meanwhile plans 
to maintain its state of emer-
gency until end June to keep 
its guard up against the lin-
gering health threat.

Myanmar’s Ministry of 
Health and Sports on Tues-
day announced detailed rules 
under which restaurants can 
once again open for dine-in 
customers. Air-conditioned 

spaces must leave their win-
dows open, menus must be 
hung or placed under the 
table, and partitions must be 
erected to separate diners.

What wasn’t made clear was 
when eateries could reopen. 
Local officials in yangon’s 
Thingangyun township for 
instance had to order eager 
restaurateurs to shutter their 
restarted operations pending 
inspections of their premises.

“We asked them to close 
until we did checks,” Thin-
gangyun Member of Parlia-
ment Nay Phone Latt told The 
Straits Times. “The instruc-
tions were not so clear . . . It’s 
not fair to fine them.”

While on the guard against 
new cases of community 
transmission, officials are 
generally going easy on busi-
nesses struggling to cope 
with the drastic drop in in-
comes and trade.

Thailand’s roll-out was 
more systematic, planned 
by a committee compris-
ing experts across the fields 
of business, academia and 
medicine.

“The reopening received 
much cooperation from the 
private sector because it was 
thought through by the pri-
vate sector themselves,” said 
Dr Kirida Bhaopichitr, direc-
tor of economic intelligence 

service at the Thailand Devel-
opment Research Institute, a 
think tank which was part of 
this committee.

“They even had a survey on 
which businesses were ready, 
and which were not.”

There were moments of 
anxiety. On Thursday, Thai-
land reported three new 
cases of Covid-19, among 
them a 72-year-old man who 
was suspected to have been 
infected from a trip to the 
barber.

Taweesin Visanuyothin, 
spokesman for the govern-
ment’s Centre for the Covid-
19 Situation Administration 
said contact tracing would 
have been far easier if the 
barber shop had registered to 
use Thai Chana (Thai Victory) 
– the web platform that col-
lects customers’ details.

Bangkok has chosen to en-
courage, rather than compel 
shops to use Thai Chana, 
conscious of the added re-
sponsibilities it places on 
small businesses.

It is early days yet as re-
gional businesses get back 
onto their feet, but there are 
already thorny issues.

Privacy is one, given the 
massive amount of data be-
ing collected about people’s 
movements throughout the 
day in Thailand. As of Tues-
day, about five million people 
had logged their details on 
Thai Chana.

Thai officials insist the 

data that is collected will be 
deleted after 60 days and ac-
cessed only for disease con-
trol purposes.

But with no clear privacy 
policy, there are no guar-
antees data will be secure 
or would not be used by the 
government to surveil adver-
saries, says Sutawan Chan-
prasert, founder of Digital-
Reach, a group that examines 
technology’s impact on hu-
man rights.

Thailand’s personal data 
protection law, meant to be 
enacted this year, has been 
pushed back.

Meanwhile, policymak-
ers are still debating what to 
do with enterprises where 
crowds are simply part of the 
business model, like night-
clubs and cinemas.

Laos, Thailand and Myan-
mar have put these on the 
backburner. Even Vietnam, 
which has reopened bars, has 
kept nightclubs firmly shut.

For now, policymakers re-
main watchful as they fire 
up all possible economic en-
gines needed to put food on 
people’s tables.

“No government interven-
tion or cash handout would 
be enough to support every-
one under a lockdown,” said 
Dr Kirida. THE STRAITS TIMES  

(SINGAPORE)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Myanmar, Thailand, 
Laos stay flexible as 
businesses reopen

Tears as flight ban keeps 
Thai-foreign families apart

Sopa (left), 29, said her husband has been stranded in France since last 
month when Thailand stopped all incoming flights for fear of importing 
Covid-19 cases. She said she can only keep in touch with him online. THE 
NATION

No government intervention 
or cash handout 

would be enough to 
support everyone under 

a lockdown



T
HE Covid-19 pandemic is 
still raging. It poses a huge 
threat to the life and health 
of people around the world, 

a daunting challenge to global public 
health security and has a damaging 
impact on global economic and 
social development. The global pub-
lic health crisis triggered by the pan-
demic fully demonstrates the urgen-
cy of building a community with a 
shared future for mankind.

After making painstaking efforts and 
enormous sacrifice, the Chinese gov-
ernment and people have turned the 
tide on the virus and protected the life 
and health of the people. In the mean-
time, China stands for the vision of 
building a community with a shared 
future for mankind and promoted glo-
bal anti-pandemic cooperation.

China has acted with openness, 
transparency and responsibility. We 
have provided information to WHO 
and relevant countries in a most 
timely fashion. We have released the 
genome sequence at the earliest pos-
sible time. We have shared control 
and treatment experience with the 
world without reservation. We have 
done everything in our power to sup-
port and assist countries in need.

At the opening of the 73rd World 
Health Assembly on May 18, Presi-
dent Xi Jinping announced a series of 
new decisions to further advance 
international cooperation. To name 
but a few, China will provide $2 bil-
lion over the next two years to help 
with Covid-19 response and with 
economic and social development in 
affected countries, especially devel-
oping countries. Covid-19 vaccine 
development and deployment in 
China, when available, will be made a 
global public good. This will be Chi-
na’s contribution to ensuring vaccine 
accessibility and affordability in 
developing countries.

I am very pleased to see the fine 
example ASEAN and China have set 
in anti-pandemic cooperation since 
the outbreak. It has injected a new 
strong impetus into our future 
endeavours of building a closer 
ASEAN-China community with a 
shared future.

On February 20, the ASEAN-China 
Special Foreign Ministers’ Meeting 
on Covid-19 was held in the Lao capi-
tal of Vientiane, the first multilateral 
meeting ever on anti-pandemic 
cooperation. On April 14, the Special 
ASEAN Plus Three Summit on Covid-
19 was held via video link, demon-

strating the resolve of ASEAN, China, 
Japan and the Republic of Korea 
(ROK) to work together in pandemic 
prevention and control as well as our 
confidence in stabilising the regional 
economy. The ASEAN-China Health 
Ministerial Conference, Senior Offi-
cials’ Meeting and expert meetings 
were held one after another.

At these meetings, China shared its 
experience in prevention, control, 
diagnosis and treatment with ASEAN, 
and provided suggestions for ASEAN 
countries to tailor measures suited to 
their respective conditions.

While pandemic prevention and 
control remain a daunting challenge 
for China even after the domestic sit-
uation has been basically brought 
under control, China has been doing 
what it can to help ASEAN countries 
with their anti-pandemic efforts by 
providing personnel assistance and 
medical supplies.

China has sent medical expert teams 
to five ASEAN countries, namely Cam-
bodia, the Philippines, Myanmar, Laos 
and Malaysia, which accounts for 
nearly one-third of the total Chinese 
medical expert teams sent abroad. 
The virus-testing labs China helped to 
build in the Philippines and Myanmar 

have been put into use.
As of the end of April, the Chinese 

central government, subnational gov-
ernments and business communities 
have donated about 12 million surgi-
cal masks, nearly 1 million N95 masks, 
nearly 500,000 pieces of protective 
clothing, over 1.26 million testing kits, 
more than 210,000 pairs of goggles, 
infrared thermometers, ventilators 
and other urgently needed medical 
supplies to all the ASEAN member 
states and the ASEAN Secretariat.

In addition, China’s resumption of 
production nationwide at a faster 
pace has played a major role in the 
global supply chain of anti-pan-
demic materials and supported 
ASEAN member states and other 
countries in fighting the pandemic. 
China and the ROK have opened a 
“fast-track lane” for essential per-
sonnel and goods, and China is also 
discussing this possibility with Sin-
gapore and other countries.

This practice is expected to help 
restore the regional industrial and 
supply chains and break the dilemma 
of pandemic prevention and control 
on the one hand and reopen business 
on the other.

Facing the threat of Covid-19, mutu-

al assistance between people, coordi-
nation between people and society, 
and solidarity among countries pre-
vail in the international community. 
However, some politicians in certain 
countries have made up tons of lies 
and rumors to shift blame onto other 
countries and international organisa-
tions and cover up their own incom-
petence in dealing with the pandemic.

This is nothing but political virus 
more harmful than the novel corona-
virus, which severely undermines 
international solidarity and response. 
Countries must remain vigilant 
against these ill-intentioned attempts.

As President Xi pointed out in his 
telephone conversation with UN 
secretary-general Antonio Guterres, 
this may not be the last time a major 
emergency comes knocking at our 
door, and traditional and non-tradi-
tional security issues will not stop 
challenging us.

It is thus imperative for the interna-
tional community to strengthen the 
sense of community with a shared 
future for mankind and act with unity 
toward building a better future for all. 
the jakarta post/asia news network
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The writer is Chinese ambassador to ASEAN

Opinion
Deng Xijun

Working together to fight Covid-19 
and build community anew

As of the end of April, China has donated about 12 million surgical masks, nearly 1 million N95 masks, nearly 500,000 pieces of  
protective clothing, over 1.26 million testing kits, more than 210,000 pairs of goggles, infrared thermometers, ventilators and other 
urgently needed medical supplies to all the ASEAN member states and the ASEAN Secretariat. afp



SMEARING clay mixed with the dust 
of cremated bodies onto the base of a 
figurine, a Thai Buddhist monk chants 
incantations to invite lucky spirits into 
a relic dubbed the “Golden Son”.

Thailand is overwhelmingly Bud-
dhist but beliefs are entwined with 
strains of animism and superstition, 
especially among older generations 
who venerate the supposed protec-
tive power of dolls.

Sculpted into a prayer position, 
the wide-eyed figurines were tra-
ditionally completely shaped by a 
concoction of clay and ashes.

Nowadays the bodies are made 
from metal moulds, and a wedge of 
clay and ashes are smoothed into 
the base of the figure.

At Sam Ngam temple in Nakhon 
Pathom province, just north of Bang-
kok, Saneh Sumetho and his fellow 
monks scrawl Sanskrit on each doll’s 
base, drip sacred oil on the child-like 
golden face, and “cast a spell on it” be-
fore sending it off to its new family. 

Believers say the dolls contain the 

spirit of a real child and must be 
treated with reverence. 

Newer figurines start at around 500 to 
2,000 baht ($15-$62) but the oldest relics 
can cost tens of thousands of dollars. 

Eccentric collector Wanchai Pong-
sompetch credits her more than 
10,000-strong hoard of dolls for a 
lifetime of good fortune.

“Since I started worshipping the 
Golden Son dolls, good things have 
happened in my life,” the popular 
TV entertainer said. 

“The reason I have everything to-
day is because of them.”

Her spacious two-storey home in 
Nonthaburi province is filled with 
an astonishing array of dolls of vary-
ing sizes, colours and expressions.

Fizzy sodas, giant lollipops, and toy 
planes and cars are placed as offerings 
to the dolls, and Wanchai – wearing a 
face shield – prays solemnly to them.

She believes her figurines have been 
especially helpful amid the pandemic. 

“The dolls would tell me not to go 
outside,” she says. 
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Russian women in lockdown hell as abuse up
I

NETA Akhtyamova’s 
husband flew into a rage 
late last month, about 
a month into Moscow’s 

coronavirus lockdown.
She was preparing a meal 

in the small apartment she 
shares with her partner when 
he exploded, calling her 
names, hitting her and shout-
ing at her to get out.

“So off I went. I just could not 
take it anymore,” said Akhtya-
mova, a 50-year-old singer 
who lost her income due to 
confinement restrictions.

“I’m bad if I stay quiet. I’m 
bad if I talk. I’m bad if I make 
soup. I’m bad if I cook pota-
toes,” she said.

When her partner hit her be-
fore, she would run to friends. 
This time she had nowhere to go.

Friends were reluctant to 
take her in over fears of coro-
navirus infection, and two 
women’s shelters turned her 
away because of Moscow’s 
city-wide quarantine.

With the help of a crisis centre, 
Akhtyamova finally found tem-
porary shelter in a small, two-
star hotel in eastern Moscow.

Rights groups say that do-
mestic violence has surged 
around the world since the 
start of lockdowns, with the 
stress caused by social isola-
tion and fears around finan-
cial security straining even 
healthy relationships. 

Suffer in silence
The quarantine has hit vic-

tims of domestic violence 
especially hard – some have 
seen verbal hostility escalate 
into physical abuse, and for 
others routine beatings have 
become even more severe.

Women in Russia have been 
left especially vulnerable.

“The situation here is worse 

because there’s no law,” said 
Marina Pisklakova-Parker, a 
women’s rights campaigner. 

In 2017, President Vladimir Pu-
tin decriminalised some forms 
of domestic violence and most 
abusers can get away with a fine.

Advocates say the lack of 
legislation, including re-
straining orders, as well as 
a shortage of shelters na-
tionwide and police who are 
unresponsive to appeals for 
help, have left Russian wom-
en unprotected.

Every year, nearly 16.5 mil-

lion women across the coun-
try fall victim to domestic vi-
olence, according to activists’ 
pre-quarantine estimates.

Pisklakova-Parker, founder 
of the ANNA women’s rights 
group, said they registered a 
30 per cent rise in calls to their 
nationwide hotline between 
February and late last month.

Had Russia adopted a do-
mestic violence law, coping 
with the upsurge would have 
been easier, she said.

Last month, Pisklakova-
Parker and several other 

campaigners urged the gov-
ernment to urgently protect 
domestic abuse victims.

Authorities, they said, need to 
set up enough shelters and con-
duct an awareness-raising cam-
paign on violence against wom-
en, among other measures.

Those calls have fallen on 
deaf ears.

Earlier this month, the in-
terior ministry said there was 
no evidence that domestic vi-
olence was on the rise. On the 
contrary, it said, such crimes 
went down by nine per cent 

year-on-year last month.
Alyona Sadikova, head of 

the Kitezh crisis centre, said 
they had received more than 
400 calls for help since the 
enforcement of stay-at-home 
rules. Most of the victims said 
police did not help.

Before the pandemic, wom-
en could leave their abusers, 
find jobs and send children to 
kindergartens. Now, Sadikova 
said, many have adopted a 
different strategy – sit tight 
and suffer in silence.

“The country’s economic 

prospects are not clear,” 
Sadikova said. “So many have 
decided to endure it until the 
very end.”

Akhtyamova, the Latvian-
born singer, has lived at the 
eastern Moscow hotel free-of-
charge for the past three weeks.

It was Sadikova’s centre that 
helped her find the make-
shift shelter and is now pay-
ing for her meals.

“I feel safe here,” Akhtyamo-
va said in a cafe which shares 
premises with the hotel.

“People are treating me so 
well here that I even forgot 
about my despot husband,” the 
bespectacled woman laughed.

Worst still to come
Valentina Konstantinova, 

the hotel’s owner, said it and 
another she runs had offered 
refuge to two dozen domes-
tic violence victims since the 
lockdown began.

One of her friends also 
briefly stayed at the hotel 
with her child.

Pisklakova-Parker said au-
thorities should take action 
immediately because the 
worst is yet to come.

“What we are seeing now is 
just the beginning,” she said, 
adding that many victims 
could not reach out for help 
because they are closely con-
trolled by their partners. 

More women and their 
abusers are also likely to lose 
jobs due to the economic cri-
sis, which will exacerbate ten-
sions, she said, even if restric-
tions are eased soon.

“When the quarantine is 
lifted, we will see aftershocks, 
waves of family violence,” 
said Pisklakova-Parker.

“That’s why it is very impor-
tant to focus as much as possi-
ble on this problem now.” AFP

Ineta Akhtyamova left her abusive husband and lives in a hotel. But for many Russian women, escaping carries its own set of risks.  AFP

Monk Saneh Sumetho prays and holds a Kuman Thong (Golden Son) doll, believed to be infused with the spirit of a real child, at Wat 
Sam Ngam Buddhist temple in the central Thai province of Nakhon Pathom. AFP

Thailand’s ‘Golden Son’ 
believed to bring fortune
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Orkide Development, formerly known as Orkide Villa, held a ground-breaking ceremony earlier this month to mark its latest project, which 
is located near Phnom Penh International Airport. The project – named “Orkide The Pochentong” – is being developed on Street 105K, Sangkat 
Phnom Penh Thmey, Khan Sen Sok, Phnom Penh, also known as Wat Tang Korsaing Road. Units are available for booking from June 8. 

Rather than simply sending a card and flowers, Marriott International Hotels went the extra mile for Mother’s Day by honouring female 
frontline medical workers across Asia. Not to be left out, The Courtyard by Marriott in Phnom Penh and Siem Reap along with Le Meridian 
treated hundreds of female healthcare workers to gift sets brimming with delectable baked goods. Marriott also donated hundreds of hotel 
supplies and organised a blood drive to benefit the Siem Reap Provincial Referral Hospital and the Angkor Hospital for Children, as well as 
the Kantha Bopha Children’s Hospitals in Phnom Penh and Siem Reap.

Developer Orkide breaks ground on Pochentong project

Marriott salutes female healthcare workers to celebrate Mother’s Day

ph
o

to
s 

sU
pp

LI
ED

ph
o

to
s 

sU
pp

LI
ED



14 THE PHNOM PENH POST  may  25, 2020  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

Lifestyle

Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Final Greek letter
  6 Intensifies (with “up”)
 10 Spill the beans
 14 Lion’s plaints
 15 Rummage through
 16 Actress Kudrow
 17 Scheming duo of old cartoons
 20 “McSorley’s Bar” painter John
 21 ___ on (prodded)
 22 Dot above the i
 24 Put through the paces
 27 Alternative to Panasonic, once
 30 The MGM lion
 31 You might play something by it
 33 Vow to pony up
 35 Cooking maven Rombauer
 37 Fizzled firecracker
 39 All square
 41 Cheerful willingness to be 

obliging
 44 Implant deeply, as in soil
 45 Atop, poetically
 46 Kind of proprietor or survivor
 47 Farmer’s field
 48 Gaggle formation
 50 Attack word
 52 After expenses amount

 53 Blackthorn plum
 55 State gambling games
 58 Cartoonist’s colleague
 60 Eloper’s acquisition
 63 One ensuring army equipment 

works
 68 Too diluted
 69 Straddling
 70 Manicure board material
 71 Dwindles
 72 “You ... yeah, you”
 73 Sit through again
DOWN
  1 Christmas bulb shape
  2 Cows hit a low with these?
  3 Jimmy Carter’s middle name
  4 Tribal historian
  5 Ridicule or berate
  6 Prince Valiant’s son
  7 Runway figure
  8 Soft, thin silk cloth
  9 Adult male deer
 10 Disposable razor insert
 11 Fleur-de-___
 12 Cigar residue
 13 Sheep bleat
 18 Come before

 19 Any foursome
 23 Recommend big-time
 25 Type of auto collision
 26 Muss, as hair
 27 Star in Orion’s foot
 28 Old hags
 29 Ethically challenged
 32 Pre-meal drink
 34 Shocking win
 36 “Much ___ About Nothing”
 38 Smallest possible team
 40 “Walk-___ welcome”
 42 Repeated Catholic prayer
 43 Take ten
 49 Picks
 51 Hold a meeting
 54 Sty noises
 56 Some cookies
 57 “Ghostbusters” goop
 59 Sack attachment
 61 Hotshot pilots
 62 “The stockings ___ hung ...”
 63 Be beholden to
 64 Soldier in Lee’s army
 65 Hair gel amount
 66 Select (with “for”)
 67 White or wheat alternative

“DNA TEST” 

Friday’s solution

Friday’s solution

In Spain, bar bot serves 
up contact-free beers
H

E may be silent and 
his moves mechan-
ical but he can pull 
you a pint without 

the slightest concern about 
contamination – meet Beer 
Cart, the robotic barman serv-
ing beer in Seville. 

He made his debut when the 
southern city began enjoying 
new freedom as Spain eased a 
two-month lockdown, with 
bars and cafes in half of the 
country allowed to reopen 
their terraces. 

Sitting in the middle of the 
bar at La Gitana Loca (The 
Crazy Gypsy), the giant robot-
ic arm with a “Captain Hook” 
pincer smoothly reaches over 
to a dispenser, takes a plastic 
cup then spins around to hold 
it at an angle under the tap.

Gradually straightening the 
cup as it fills, the robot then 
places it on the counter for the 
customer to pick up.

Serving up small draft beers 
– or canas – for just over a week 
in the centre of Seville, the 
bionic barman has drawn a 
steady stream of both custom-

ers and curious onlookers. 
Spain has lost more than 

27,700 people to the virus and 
ta ken a ver y caut ious 
approach to lifting the lock-
down, with bar and cafe ter-
races operating at a reduced 
capacity and under strict 
hygiene conditions.

alberto martinez, owner of 
La Gitana Loca where a small 
200ml beer sells for €0.70 
($0.75), said he had bought the 
robot before the epidemic took 
hold, hoping some mechanical 
manpower would increase 
sales. 

But because of the crisis, it 
was never put into use – 
although he realised it would 
be perfect in the new environ-
ment where people need to 
stay apart.

martinez said: “We thought 
it would be ideal for reopening 
in phase one.

“as the aim is to avoid con-
tact between customers and 
items [in the bar] . . . we real-
ised the robot would be good 
using [disposable] plastic 
cups to serve beer, so it’s all 

very self-service.”
Even so, the bar is far from 

making a profit, with only 12 
customers allowed at one time 
on the outdoor terrace.

“at the moment, it’s not prof-
itable to open for the few seats 
we’re allowed. Now that we 
have to compete with other 
bars we have to do something 
different,” he said. 

“So [with the robot on 
show] people can see that the 
bar on the corner is open and 
that we’re doing something 
different.”

But not everyone is quite so 
enthusiastic. 

“I think the relationship 
between the customer and the 
barman who serves you, who 
looks you in the eye and watch-
es how the beer goes into the 
glass has an appeal that’s miss-
ing with this robot,” said 
33-year-old lawyer manuel 
Fernandez.

“I am not in favour of this 
kind of machine, I prefer to 
take risks and have them serve 
me beer the way they’ve done 
it all my life.” AFP

Slovenians get vouchers 
for stay-cations at home
SLOVENIa plans to give €200 
($220) vouchers to all citizens 
to encourage them to vacation 
in the small alpine state instead 
of going abroad during the 
coronavirus crisis.

The vouchers will be 
exchangeable for accommoda-
tion and other tourist services 
in the EU member of two mil-
lion people, the government 
said on Wednesday.

Every Slovenian adult will get 
€200, while those under 18 will 
receive a €50 voucher.

“We want to inspire Sloveni-
an citizens to spend at least 
two days at a destination in the 
country. We want to motivate 
them to spend some more 
money there and, at the same 
time, help our tourism,” gov-
ernment adviser matej 
Lahovnik told private POP TV.

The voucher scheme is part of 
the government’s latest package 
of measures aimed at helping 

tourism and other sectors hit 
hard by the coronavirus crisis.

Parliament is expected to 
approve the government’s pro-
posal later this month.

The vouchers will have to 
be used by the end of the 
year and are non-refundable 

and non-transferable.
Tourism accounts for around 

a 12 per cent of the country’s 
gross domestic product.

The package also includes sub-
sidies for factories not to lay off 
workers but keep them on until 
production resumes. AFP

Beer Cart, the robot bartender, serves up suds in Seville for social distancing but some Spaniards miss the 
human touch. AFP

Slovenians are being enouraged – and paid – to vacation in their small 
Alpine country to support tourism . AFP
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BayERN mUNICH striker 
Thomas mueller expects 
sparks to fly in Tuesday’s be-
hind closed doors, top-of-
the-table clash at Borussia 
Dortmund which could help 
settle this season’s title race.

mueller scored in Bayern’s 
5-2 home win over Eintracht 
Frankfurt on Saturday while 
second-placed Dortmund 
stayed four points behind after 
their a 2-0 win at Wolfsburg. 

Dortmund’s Signal Iduna 
Park would usually be sold 
out with 82,000 fans creating 
an electric atmosphere for 
the showdown.

However, the terraces will 
remain empty for the visit of 
Bayern due to the strict hy-
giene measures the German 

league insists on during the 
coronavirus pandemic. 

“We don’t really know how 
to get into these games with-
out spectators, but I expect us, 
and myself, to go to our limits 
anyway,” mueller told Sky after 
the thumping of Frankfurt.

“Of course, we’d like to have 
the fans there.

“There’s nothing more beau-
tiful than playing these match-
es against Dortmund at the al-
lianz arena or in Dortmund.

“But that’s our job, and 
we’re going to show that even 
without spectators we’re ca-
pable of playing football with 
passion,” he said.

Bayern are chasing an eighth 
straight German league title.

a win in Dortmund could 

leave them seven points clear 
with six games left.

Bayern crushed Dortmund 
4-0 when the teams met at the 
allianz arena in November.

However, since then Dort-
mund have signed Norwegian 
goal-ace Erling Braut Haa-
land, who has scored 10 goals 
in as many league games.

Likewise, Bayern’s star strik-
er Robert Lewandowski will 
be looking to add to his phe-
nomenal tally of 27 goals in 
23 league games against his 
former club.

“When the top team plays 
against the second one, well 
if it’s not a top-match then 
I don’t know what is,” said 
Bayern head coach Hansi 
Flick. AFP

Bayern’s mueller expects sparks to fly in Dortmund showdown

Spanish Prime minister: La 
Liga can resume in two weeks
S

PaNISH Prime minister 
P e d r o  S a n c h e z 
announced on Saturday 
that top national foot-

ball league La Liga can resume 
from its coronavirus lockdown 
on the week of June 8.

“The resumption of major 
professional sporting com-
petitions and in particular La 
Liga will be allowed from the 
week of June 8,” Sanchez told 
a press conference.

La Liga president Javier 
Tebas has said the preferred 
date for games to resume is Fri-
day, June 12 and Sanchez’s an-
nouncement means that plan 
has been given the green light 
from the government.

Tebas tweeted: “We are very 
happy with the decision. It is 
the result of the great work of 
clubs, players, coaches.

“But it is very important 
to follow the health protocol 
and respect the trajectory 
of the pandemic. We cannot 
lower our guard.”

more than two months af-

ter the Covid-19 pandemic 
halted the season in Spain, 
players have begun training 
in small groups as they aim to 
be as ready as possible for the 
planned reboot next month.

Barcelona sit top of the ta-
ble, two points ahead of Real 
madrid.

Clubs have 11 games left to 
play to finish the season, with 
the proposed final round to be 
completed by the end of July.

The andalusian derby be-
tween Real Betis and Sevilla is 
likely to be the first game back. 

according to a protocol 
prepared by La Liga, a com-
pressed calendar would mean 
teams playing matches both 
in midweek and at weekends 
while fixtures will be held be-
hind closed doors, with only 
197 people allowed to attend.

Players will also undergo tests 
for coronavirus the day before 
games and will have their tem-
peratures taken before being 
allowed to enter stadiums.

“When you leave the house, 

the risk is already there,” Bar-
celona captain Lionel messi 
told nationwide daily sport 
newspaper Mundo Deportivo 
earlier this month.

“So I think you can’t think 
about it too much because 
otherwise you’ll not want to 
go out anywhere.”

La Liga’s staggered training 
programme meant players 
began working individually at 
training grounds on may 4 and 
were able to expand into groups 
of up to 10 players this week.

The top flight was first sus-
pended on march 12, the 
same day Real madrid went 
into quarantine following 
the positive test of one of the 
club’s basketball players.

But Tebas has been adamant 
the league must restart, having 
estimated that a cancellation 
of the season would cost clubs 
around €1 billion ($1.1 billion).

France’s Ligue 1 has been cut 
short, with Paris Saint-Germain 
declared champions, while 
the Bundesliga in Germany 

became the first major Euro-
pean league to resume behind 
closed doors last weekend.

Tebas has said the chance is 
low of players infecting each 
other during games.

Earlier this month, he said: 
“In the match environment, 
infection is practically impos-
sible because we have carried 
out a study that we will pres-
ent that shows the smallest 
risk is in matches if everyone 
respects the medical protocol.

“If things are done as they 
should be, there shouldn’t be 
any infections. If five infections 
appear in one club, it would 
suggest some negligence.”

Spain has been in lockdown 
since march 12 and is one of the 
worst-affected countries by cor-
onavirus, with 28,628 deaths, 
said the ministry of Health.

But Sanchez said “the hard-
est part is over”, with the repro-
duction rate down to 0.2 and 
the number of confirmed daily 
deaths in the country dropping 
to 48 on Saturday. AFP

Captain Lionel Messi and his Barcelona teammates sit atop La Liga standings, two points ahead of Real Madrid. AFP

Thomas Mueller (right) shoots to score during a match against Eintracht Frankfurt on Saturday. POOL/AFP

NBa legend Jerry 
Sloan dead at 78
US Basketball Hall of Famer 
Jerry Sloan Jerry Sloan, who 
coached the Utah Jazz for 23 
seasons before retiring in 2011, 
died on Friday at age 78, the 
team announced.

Sloan, a two-time NBa all-Star 
who played 11 seasons as a guard 
before his epic coaching career, 
died of complications from Par-
kinson’s disease and Lewy body 
dementia, which he had been 
fighting since at least 2015.

Sloan, inducted into the Bas-
ketball Hall of Fame in 2009, was 
taken by the Baltimore Bullets 
with the fourth overall pick of the 
1965 NBa Draft and played one 
season for them before spending 
a decade with the Chicago Bulls, 
who retired his number four jer-
sey in 1978, an unprecedented 
move by the club.

after a 2 1/2-season stint 
coaching the Bulls from 1979-
1982, Sloan began his epic 
tenure with the Jazz in 1988 
and guided Utah into the play-
offs for 15 consecutive seasons 
from 1989-2003.

With Karl malone and John 
Stockton as a superstar duo, 
the Jazz enjoyed their best sea-
sons under Sloan in 1996-1997 
and 1997-1998, reaching the 
NBa Finals only to lose to the 
michael Jordan-led Chicago 
Bulls each time.

Jazz owner Gail miller said in 
a statement: “It was an honour 
and a privilege to have one of 
the greatest and most respect-
ed coaches in NBa history 
coaching our team.

“We have appreciated our rela-
tionship with Jerry and acknowl-

edge his dedication to and pas-
sion for the Utah Jazz. He has left 
an enduring legacy with this 
franchise and our family.

“The far-reaching impact of 
his life has touched our city, 
state and the world as well as 
countless players, staff and 
fans,” she said.

Sloan finished his coaching 
career with the third most wins 
in NBa history (1,221-803) and 
seven division titles. His teams 
reached the playoffs 20 times.

The team said in a state-
ment: “Jerry Sloan will always 
be synonymous with the Utah 
Jazz. He will forever be a part 
of the Utah Jazz organisation.

“We are so thankful for what 
he accomplished here in Utah 
and the decades of dedication, 
loyalty and tenacity he brought 
to our franchise.”

The longest tenured coach 
with one franchise of all major 
professional US sports teams 
when he retired during the 2010-
2011 campaign, Sloan was a stal-
wart for the Jazz while there were 
245 NBa head coaching changes 
among other clubs.

League commissioner adam 
Silver said in a statement: “Jer-
ry Sloan was among the NBa’s 
most respected and admired 
legends.

“He was the first coach to win 
1,000 games with the same 
organisation, which came to 
embody the qualities that made 
Jerry a Basketball Hall of Famer 
– persistence, discipline, drive 
and selflessness . . . we benefited 
greatly from his humility, kind-
ness, dignity and class.” AFP

Jerry Sloan (right) took John Stockton and the Utah Jazz to the finals 
twice, but lost to the Chicago Bulls, his former team, both times. AFP
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Croquet, bowls take baby steps from lockdown
T

HE peculiarly British sports 
of croquet and bowls are tak-
ing baby steps to return from 
the coronavirus lockdown, 

away from the glare of publicity.
Both conjure up images of elderly 

people pitting their wits against 
each other on lush lawns, with so-
cial interaction a big factor.

The government’s easing of re-
strictions put in place to slow the 
spread of Covid-19 paved the way 
for croquet and bowls to resume.

The Croquet association welcomed 
the chance to start up again, marketing 
itself as an ideal sport in unusual times.

It said in a statement: “media re-
ports on lockdown easing have fo-
cused on sports like golf, tennis and 
basketball, with the glaring omis-
sion of croquet, which is the perfect 
‘social-distancing’ sport.

“a croquet court is twice the size 
of a tennis court, so playing against 
a member of your household, or 
one other person from outside your 
household, is no problem at all.”

Churchill link
Croquet is seen as quintessentially 

English – wartime Prime minister 
Winston Churchill replaced a tennis 
court at his Chartwell home with a 
croquet lawn.

But the origin of the sport is dis-
puted by Jonathan Isaacs, chairman 
of the Croquet association council.

“all I can say is that in the Bayeux 
Tapestry there is an image of a person 
with a mallet, hoops and ball so the in-
dications are it came over with William 
the Conqueror [in 1066],” he told aFP.

Isaacs said the coronavirus shutdown 
had proved a headache but he remained 
upbeat about the future of the sport.

“Fortunately, as a governing body we 
have pretty robust finances behind us 
and we had enough money in a con-
tingency fund to be able to say ‘yeah 
we can see a way through this’ and of-
fer loans to clubs who have problems.

“Clubs so far have not taken up 
any offers and appear to be coping 
reasonably well.”

Isaacs said at his club, Sussex 
County Croquet Club on England’s 
south coast, which hosted last year’s 
golf croquet world championship 
(the other form of the game is as-
sociation croquet), members rallied 
around to help the vulnerable.

“We set up a contact rota and 
phoned them up but most quite 
frankly are desperate to get back on 
the lawn,” he said.

Isaacs said the main challenge was 
returning to tournament play but 
pointed out that one positive was 
that the game itself “by its definition 
is an exercise in social distancing”.

“Only one person is on the lawn 
at any one time. With golf croquet, 
although two players are on court 
at the same time the etiquette is 
the non-playing person stands well 
clear.”

Spanish Armada
Legend has it that famed Elizabe-

than explorer Francis Drake delayed 
returning to his ship to confront the 
Spanish armada in 1588 in order 
finish a game of bowls.

His modern-day descendants on 
the greens have had to face a hidden 
enemy and even though they can now 

play again, it is not straightforward.
many players are elderly and 

the over-70s have been advised 
to continue to self-isolate despite 
the partial relaxation of lockdown 
measures.

“at least half, if not two-thirds, of all 
bowling members are over 70,” said 
Rod mcBeth, honorary secretary of 
Sussex County Bowls men’s section.

The county has 4,800 male mem-
bers and 2,700 female members.

mcBeth, 75 next month, said it had 
been a trying time and patience has 
been wearing thin.

“I am doing jigsaw puzzles but 

the inaction has driven me round 
the twist and if I was of that nature I 
would get depressed,” he said.

“However, I have spoken to a lot of 
club members who are tearing their 
hair out.”

Despite his mounting frustration, 
mcBeth will be steering clear of the 
green for now. Competitions have 
been deferred until next year and he 
is wary of the possible risks.

“There is no point in taking a 
chance for nothing,” he said. “a lot 
of people who are able to do so will 
not. They are not sure it is a safe 
thing to do.” AFP

Tennis star Djokovic sizzles into Dubai second round
SERBIaN tennis star Novak 
Djokovic continued his hot 
early season form on monday, 
cruising past Tunisian wild 
card malek Jaziri 6-1, 6-2 into 
the second round of the Dubai 
Championships.

The top seed and four-time 
champion made short work of 
Jaziri, who is ranked 260 in the 
world.

Djokovic owns a perfect 14-0 
record this season after win-
ning a title for Serbia at the 
aTP Cup followed by a record-
extending eighth australian 
Open crown.

The world No1 crashed seven 
aces past Jaziri in a match that 
lasted little more than an hour.

“a one-hour match . . . I did 
everything as well as I imag-
ined it to be for the first match. 
Of course, there’s things that 
always can be improved, 
things that can be better.

“But I have to be satisfied 
with the performance.”

He reeled off the opening set 

in less than half an hour, broke 
twice in the second set and 
served out the win on his first 
match point.

He will face Philipp Kohlsch-
reiber in the next round after 
the German veteran advanced 
past Egyptian mohamed Saf-
wat 4-6, 6-4, 6-0.

“It’s a great way to start out 
the tournament,” Djokovic said 
who is playing the event for the 
first time since 2016. “I missed 
playing here. I really enjoy it. I 
enjoy night sessions.

“Philipp can deliver his best 
game in these kinds of match-
es. He’s very capable. I’ll try to 
be ready.”

French third seed Gael monfils, 
winner of back-to-back events 
this month in montpellier and 
Rotterdam, beat Hungarian mar-
ton Fucsovics 6-4, 7-5 in a match 
that lasted two hours.

monfils said: “It was a battle 
for me, I didn’t play my best and 
I’m disappointed about that.

“I was just running to cover 

the court, I still believed even 
if I was playing poorly. I’m not 
so happy about tonight.”

Earlier, Karen Khachanov 
earned a 7-6 (7/2), 6-1 win over 
Kazakhstan’s mikhail Kukush-
kin to reach the second 
round.

The world No17, who lives in 
the emirate, twice hit back 
from a break down in the 
opening set before cruising 
through the second.

Russian Khachanov said: 
“The first round is pretty tough, 
I always try to get used to it.

“I’m really happy I could get 
the win. I have another match, 
another opportunity to play bet-
ter, like always, to improve.”

Khachanov’s compatriot 
andrey Rublev, ranked 14 in 
the world, also moved into the 
second round following a 6-4, 
6-4 win over Italian Lorenzo 
musetti, while France’s Rich-
ard Gasquet beat South afri-
can qualifier Lloyd Harris 7-6 
(7/5), 6-4. AFP

The Croquet Association welcomed the chance to start up again, marketing itself as an ideal sport in unusual times. AFP

Serbian tennis star Novak Djokovic will face Philipp Kohlschreiber in the next round after making short work 
of world No260 Malek Jaziri. AFP
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