
Niem Chheng

A PLEA for donations to help cover her 
boyfriend’s medical costs prompted 
headlines accusing Cambodian doc-
tors of demanding £20,000 ($26,222) 
to save his lung.

But Alana Castillo Fonseca clarified 
on Monday that her partner had been 
mistreated by an insurance company, 
and not Cambodian doctors.

Scottish national Anthony Igoe, 31, 
and Fonseca, 28, who is from Malta, have 

been together for 12 years and arrived in 
Cambodia almost two years ago.

Early this month, Igoe had to be hos-
pitalised for Haemophilus pneumonia 
and an abscess in his lung due to a bac-
terium that causes melioidosis (an infec-
tion caused by the gram-negative bac-
terium Burkholderia pseudomallei). 

Their health insurer, Cigna Global, 
denied them coverage, and Fonseca 
started a GoFundMe page in hopes 
of raising the £20,000 cost of treat-
ment. As of Monday, she had raised 

£13,320 through donations.
On her GoFundMe page, Fonseca 

wrote: “We are now in a battle with an 
insurance company. They are denying 
us everything, and we have literally 
just been told they have to remove my 
partner’s lung. Any little thing will 
help. Please, I implore someone, any-
one, to help us during these times.

On May 15, she posted a bill from  
the Royal Phnom Penh hospital which
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Khorn Savi

M
INISTER of Health 
Mam Bun Heng 
confirmed that 
measures to pre-

vent Covid-19 from being 
imported from abroad had 
been tightened, and all pas-
sengers arriving at airports 
would now be quarantined.

He made it clear that Cam-
bodia had not relaxed mea-
sures to contain the virus, 
especially with two more im-

ported cases being recorded 
in the Kingdom.

Bun Heng was quoted by 
Fresh News as saying: “It is not 
only the flights from South 
Korea. All passengers who re-
turn to Cambodia have to be 
quarantined for 14 days and 
tested for Covid-19 to prevent 
spreading the virus.

“If results come out nega-
tive, those passengers will 
continue to be kept in quar-
antine on their own accord.”

Bun Heng’s remarks came 

as flights from South Korea 
transported a total of 100 pas-
sengers including Cambodian, 
French, US, Iraqi and South 
Korean citizens to the Phnom 
Penh International Airport.

Those passengers were 
taken to health centres at 
the Royal Air Force Base and 
Chak Angre Krom commune 
to wait for test results from In-
stitut Pasteur du Cambodge.

The ministry announced on 
May 20 that all passengers who 
fly into Cambodia must have 

letters confirming that they are 
free of Covid-19 infection.

They must also have health 
insurance coverage of $50,000. 
Upon arriving in Cambodia, 
they are to be taken to health 
centres for Covid-19 testing.

The ministry emphasised 
that if one passenger or more 
is found to have Covid-19, all 
passengers are to be kept in 
quarantine at the locations 
set by the inter-ministerial 
committee on Covid-19 Pre-
vention and Control.

If all passengers test nega-
tive, they will be allowed to 
self-quarantine at home.

State Secretariat of Civil Avi-
ation spokesman Chea Aun 
told The Post on Monday that 
since a decision was made to 
allow passengers from the US 
and five other countries to 
enter Cambodia, flights to the 
Kingdom had not increased.

“On Sunday 100 passengers 
came from South Korea and 
today more than 200 arrived 
from China,” he said.

Man held for 
intruding on 
Japan palace

Kingdom tightens entry

ContInueD – page 2

A JAPANESE man was arrested in 
Tokyo on Monday after swimming 
across the Imperial Palace’s moat 
to scale an outer wall, entering off-
limits parts of the grounds, police 
said.

They said the man appeared to be 
in his 40s and was arrested mid-
morning after emerging on palace 
grounds shortly before Emperor 
Naruhito was scheduled to conduct 
a rice planting ceremony elsewhere 
on the imperial property.

No other details were immediately 
available, including the man’s iden-
tity or motive for the incursion.

A police spokesman said the inci-
dent did not disrupt the rice plant-
ing ceremony.

The man is not the first to be 
arrested for breaching the palace’s 
defences.

In 2013, two men who identified 
themselves as British tourists were 
arrested in their underwear after they 
swam across the moat to the outer 
walls, according to Kyodo News.

A year earlier a Japanese man was 
detained after being discovered 
inside palace grounds – also in his 
underwear. He told police he had 
swum across the moat and wanted 
to meet the emperor.

And in 2008, a naked British man 
was arrested after swimming across 
the moat and scaling the stone walls 
in the full view of the public, even 
tussling with police armed with a 
stick when they tried to accost 
him.

The Imperial Palace, in the centre 
of Tokyo, is among Japan’s most 
popular tourist destinations.

Parts of the grounds are open to 
the public, but much of the sprawl-
ing property is off-limits, with access 
carefully controlled and gates and 
the surrounding moats regularly 
patrolled by police. AFP

Scottish partner ‘not mistreated’ 
by local doctors, confirms woman

agonising death
a banteng is found trapped in a snare at the sorng Rukhavorn Wildlife sanctuary in oddar Meanchey province.  
the endangered animal later succumbed to serious wounds despite efforts to save it. ENVIRONMENT MINISTRY
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Kim Sarom

M
EANCHEY dis-
trict police in 
Phnom Penh 
interrogated a 

group of 30 suspects, includ-
ing 13 journalists, on Monday 
who are accused of gambling 
and organising cockfights.

The group was first arrested 
on Sunday in Phnom Penh’s 
Meanchey district in Stung 

Meanchey III commune’s 
Damnak Thom 3 village after 
residents informed police of 
the activity.

District police chief Meng 
Vimeandara said on Monday 
that the suspects would be 
questioned before they were 
sent to court.

“I have not sent them to court, 
but I am preparing the case ac-
cording to procedure,” he said.

A commune police officer 

who declined to be named 
confirmed that the arrest was 
related to cockfighting and 
gambling on a plot of land in 
Damnak Thom 3 village.

In addition to the arrest 
of the suspects, authorities 
seized five roosters, two of 
which were dead, a scale for 
weighing roosters, 20 old mo-
bile phones, three motorcy-
cles and several press passes, 
the officer said.

Ministry of Information 
spokesman Phos Sovann said 
on Monday that most of the 
journalists held passes licensed 
by the ministry, while some 
were issued by media outlets.

“[It’s] a mistake. We can 
call their boss to warn them 
or, if the police accuse them, 
suspend their work. But if 
one day, they correct their 
mistake, we can also forgive 
them,” he said.
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estimated the cost of treatment 
to be $26,622.

The story was picked up by 
international media and cre-
ated controversial headlines. 
Scottish tabloid The Daily 
Record wrote: “Sick Scot bat-
tling infection in Cambodian 
hospital told to hand over £20k 
or docs will take out lung”.

The Scottish Sun, another 
Scottish tabloid, wrote: “BRU-
TAL FIGHT Scots teacher 
stricken in Cambodian hospi-
tal faces losing lung unless £20k 
is handed over to medics”.

Ministry of Health spokes-
person Or Vandine could not 
be reached for comment on 
Monday, but she denied to 
Fresh News that the hospital 
had demanded £20,000 from 
foreign patients for treatment.

Referring to The Daily Record 
article, Fonseca told The Post 
on Monday: “What I told her 
[Daily Record reporter] was we 
couldn’t get the money to cov-
er costs for my partner’s treat-
ment. The only other option 
would be for us to pay for 
another hospital to take out 
his lung.

“Not because we were threat-
ened, but because it’s a private 
hospital. So they are not going 
to just give you free treatment. 
I think because they [reporters] 
come from Scotland, where 

healthcare is free, so, I think she 
took it the wrong way.”

She said The Daily Record 
reporter might have thought 
she was threatened to pay for 
the treatment when she said 
they needed funds to keep him 
in hospital.

“I think it was just a misun-
derstanding and I was upset. 
She probably took it the wrong 
way. But never in my life did I 
say anything bad about Cam-
bodia. We’ve only received 
help from the Khmer people 
and the hospital,” she said.

Having seen the media 
reports, Fonseca took to Face-
book to clarify the misinterpre-
tation of The Daily Record arti-
cle. She said she continuously 
thanked the hospital and doc-
tors caring for Igoe and had no 
ill feelings towards anyone. 

On her Facebook page, Fon-
seca wrote: “It is the insurance 
company that put us in this 
situation and not Cambodia or 
the hospital. Khmer people are 
amazing, kind, helpful and 
have been nothing short of 
saints, to say the least.” 

She said Igoe was being 
treated and getting better, 
thanks to funds raised on the 
GoFundMe page.

The Royal Phnom Penh hos-
pital declined to provide 
details on Monday, saying it 
could not do so without prior 
consent from its patients.

Voun Dara

THE National Police collabo-
rated with the Child Protec-
tion Unit (CPU) over the 
weekend to warn 40 owners 
of restaurants, bars and coffee 
shops in Phnom Penh about 
the consequences related to 
human trafficking.

Phnom Penh municipal police 
chief Sar Thet told The Post on 
Monday that the warnings were 
meant to prevent human and 
child trafficking and remind the 
owners of the serious punish-
ments attached to the offences. 

“This is a good measure for 
businesspeople involved with 
bars, restaurants, and coffee 
shops. This operation is just 
to introduce them to the laws 
so that they know in advance.

“This operation does not 
mean we are accusing the 
owners of committing any 
crimes,” he said.

CPU executive director James 
McCabe said on Monday that 
the organisation is busy fight-
ing against juvenile trafficking.

“The purpose of the opera-
tion is to remind bar owners 
of the laws in regards to the 
employment of juveniles in 
the bar industry.

“Cambodia has strong laws 
preventing the exploitation of 
minors and with the poten-
tial economic issues caused 
by Covid-19, we felt it was a 
good time to ensure that the 
bar industry was reminded of 
the laws and penalties if they 
are breached,” he said.

He said the National Police 
and CPU will continue to mon-
itor the bar industry to ensure 
that the potential for exploita-
tion of children is minimised.

Almost all of the bars vis-
ited were appreciative of the 
support and were complying 
with the law, he said.

Scottish tabloids all 
over Cambodia after 
sick Scot story surfaces

Eateries informed 
of trafficking laws

Cockfighting ring broken up

Two poached Sambar deer stuffed 
Khouth Sophak Chakrya

SPECIALISTS from the Min-
istry of Environment have 
immortalised two sambar 
deer that were hunted and 
killed in Preah Vihear prov-
ince last year by carefully 
transforming their carcasses 
into lifelike statues.

The deer were shot in the 
Prey Preah Roka Wildlife Sanc-
tuary and succumbed to their 
wounds in Brame commune’s 
Boss Thom village last Octo-
ber. When villagers and monks 
spotted the two dead deer, 
they organised a religious cer-
emony to bury them. 

Ministry spokesperson 
Neth Pheaktra told The Post 
on Monday that the pair of 
statues was built in collabo-
ration with the provincial 
Department of Environment 
and the Cambodia Bird Guide 
Association.

The purpose of the taxider-
my project was to highlight 
the importance of preserving 
wild animals and foster a feel-
ing of responsibility for the 
younger generation to care 
for them.  

Pheaktra said it took more 
than two months for specialists 
to modify the carcasses, which 
weighed more than 200kg each. 
They had to rinse the deer’s skin 
and bones, and fashion parts of 
the skeleton from iron.

“Due to a lack of materials, 
we used iron frames to hold 
the sambar deer in standing 
poses. The height and the 
length of the torso and legs 

were measured correctly ac-
cording to their actual size.

“Later, we took their skin, 
which was rinsed with salt 
water and vinegar, attached 
it to the skeletons and sewed 
them up.  

“We even added cotton to 
some parts of the skeletons 
to give them fuller shapes. 
We inserted eyes, which 
were provided by a partner 
in Taiwan, and set antlers on 
them. We then let them dry 
and air out in the shade.”

Sambar deer are indig-
enous to Southeast Asia, 
South China, and the Indian 
subcontinent and are listed 
as a vulnerable species on 
the International Union 
for Conservation of Nature 
(IUCN) Red List. Their main 
threats are poachers, who 
value them for their meat, 
antlers, skin and bones.

They are greyish brown, 
with thick and long fur grow-
ing around their neck, and 
their tails are short and black. 

Male sambar antlers range 
from 50-100cm long. Their 
antlers form three points, one 
in the middle and two longer 
points on each side.

Sambar can live in jungles 
or forests and forage for food 
early in the morning, look-
ing for leaves, branches, fruit 
and grass. 

 During the mating season, 
male sambar lock antlers and 
fight to control an area, where 
they will mate with up to eight 
females.

Police interrogated 13 journalists among the gamblers caught in the cockfighting operation. police

The Ministry of Environment has immortalised two sambar deer that were hunted and killed in Preah Vihear 
province last year. environment ministrty 

Phnom Penh restaurants and bars were warned over the weekend as to 
the laws on employing minors. cpu



Ry Sochan

PRIME Minister Hun Sen’s 
actions in the face of the Covid-
19 pandemic will soon be 
memorialised in a book to be 
released as early as next month.

The book’s translated Eng-
lish title is Hun Sen: The dash-
ing hero who went against the 
current to fight Covid-19 and 
is being compiled by Hun Sen’s 
advisers and members of the 
Khmer Writers Association 
(KWA).

It will highlight the govern-
ment’s measures to contain 
the virus as a historical fact, so 
the younger generations can 
understand the events sur-
rounding the disease, said Pov 
Sok, Hun Sen’s adviser and 
KWA financier.

Sok said: “[In] Cambodia, the 
government implements good 
measures. We don’t have dangers 

in our lives. We’ve seen infec-
tions, but we treated them all 
and they healed.

“More importantly, we con-
tained it [the virus] well. As 
Samdech [Hun Sen] said, we 
are a small country but we have 
a big heart. We’ve helped citi-
zens from 41 countries, includ-
ing more than 600 Americans.

“We have a generous heart. We 
are a small country that has been 
insulted, but we have done well 
regionally and externally. We 
encourage the publication of this 
book and hope it eases the criti-
cism we have for each other.”

Sok said the book will feature 
remarks from Hun Sen.

He said the book depicts the 
first step taken by Hun Sen in 
combating the virus, which 
was to arrive in Preah Siha-
nouk province after he allowed 
the MS Westerdam cruise ship 
to dock in Sihanoukville.

The ship had more than 
2,000 people on board and had 
been previously denied entry 
by several other countries.

At the time, Sok said Hun 
Sen wanted people to under-
stand what he meant when he 
said the real disease is not 
Covid-19, but fear.

“So, he encouraged us not to 
be quick to get nervous. He fears 
that we are very concerned 
about the disease. If we are very 
nervous, we cannot deal with 
the virus. We get confused. So 
the senior leadership has meas-
ures in place,” he said.

The book will also detail the 
second step taken by Hun Sen, 
which was to urge people to prac-
tice proper hygiene to prevent the 
spread of the disease, such as 
washing hands and wearing face 
masks and scarves.

He also ordered the authori-
ties to prepare treatment facil-

ities for Covid-19 patients.
At first, approximately 2,500 

copies of the book will be pub-
lished and distributed to 
libraries across the country.

Royal Academy of Cambo-
dia’s International Relations 
Institute director Kin Phea said 
on Monday that he approved 
of the book because it is being 
compiled by the senior leader-
ship and will teach younger 
generations about the events 
surrounding Covid-19.

“But publishing the book in 
our country is difficult. It is 
very difficult to gain support 
from readers because reading 
in our country is limited. So, 
the book will be written, but 
not so many people will read 
it,” he said.

He added that if the book sim-
ply lavishes praise on Hun Sen 
and doesn’t present a clear picture 
of reality, it will lose value.
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Soth Koemsoeun 

M
INISTER of Agri-
culture, Forestry 
and Fisheries 
Veng Sakhon has 

urged companies that were 
granted economic land con-
cessions by the government in 
Koh Kong province to collabo-
rate fully with local authorities 
in protecting forest land.

Those authorities include 
the provincial Forestry Ad-
ministration and the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, Forestry 
and Fisheries, and they can 
work with private companies 
to stop encroachments for pri-
vate ownership, Sakhon said.

Sakhon made the remarks 
on the ministry Facebook 
page on Sunday while he was 
leading a working group to 
inspect and assess the prog-
ress of agro-industrial crop 
development and agricultural 
product processing by Green-
rich Group Co Ltd.

The company was granted 
more than 60,000ha of eco-
nomic land concessions at 
the Botum Sakor National 
Park in the province. 

Sakhon said he requested that 

all companies pay attention to 
the daily health, livelihood and 
income of workers’ families by 
creating more agricultural oc-
cupations such as raising ani-
mals and growing crops.

“Companies must collabo-

rate fully with the provincial 
Forestry Administration and 
local authorities to protect 
forest land and stop encroach-
ments for private ownership.

“Companies should speed 
up activities to harvest, process 

and grow crops on remaining 
land as planned,” he said.

Sakhon said that the min-
istry would work with com-
panies that intend to support 
their investment to enhance 
the capacity of supplying in-

dustrial timber products to 
markets at home and abroad.

“They compete to encour-
age the use of planted timber 
products, reduce natural tim-
ber use and create and main-
tain forest cover, create jobs, 
boost incomes, preserve the 
environment in the area and 
the continuity of the national 
economy,” he said.

Greenrich Group is a sub-
sidiary company of Asia Pulp 
& Paper (APP), which makes 
high-grade paper products 
in Asia and is one of the top 
10 largest paper companies 
in the world, according to 
Greenrich Group public rela-
tions manager Ratana Pich.

Pich was quoted on Face-
book saying the company has 
started a project to plant acacia 
trees on more than 10,000ha of 
land in Koh Kong district.

“The company planted the 
trees for the sake of the envi-
ronment and to make paper,” 
he said.

From 2007 to 2015 the com-
pany planted trees on 5,877ha 
of land amounting to 138 
tonnes of output per hectare 
and totalling 800,000 tonnes 
of timber.

Pich said APP had previ-
ously exported more than 
110,000 tonnes of timber 
slices (timber of the compa-
ny and timber bought from 
private plantations) and em-
ployed a workforce of 2,500. 

The company has built 
roads, schools and clean-water 
systems. Still, Greenrich Group 
has reported that the company 
is facing problems with en-
croachments on land for pri-
vate ownership and construc-
tion of the roads by residents 
via the company’s land.

Pich said the company 
would collaborate with the 
Ministry of Environment and 
the relevant authorities to 
fully assess the impact of the 
environment on state land. 

Koh Kong provincial coordi-
nator for rights group Licadho 
Hour In said on Monday that he 
supported Sakhon’s remarks.

He said that kind of collabora-
tion was not only for Koh Kong, 
but also for other provinces that 
are having land disputes.

“All companies that are 
having land disputes with 
citizens should express a sin-
cere willingness to solve the 
issues,” he said.

Veng Sakhon wants the public and private sectors to cooperate in the protection of forests. agriculture ministry

New book will detail PM Hun Sen’s Covid-19 crusade

Five years later, bogus real estate deal finally settled with buyers
Khorn Savi

KAMPONG Speu landowner 
Nuon Chan Makara promised 
on Monday to settle an ongo-
ing land dispute with local 
citizens after five years of fight-
ing her husband in court.

Kampong Speu governor Vei 
Samnang told The Post that she 
promised authorities and an 
assistant to Prime Minister 
Hun Sen that she would return 
the land to 38 families who 
bought 1,100ha from her in 
2016 at Dambouk Roung com-
mune, Phnom Sruoch district.

“She promised in front of a 
team of officials and a person-
al assistant to Prime Minister 
Hun Sen, Duong Dara, [that] 
she would solve the dispute 
with citizens who bought land 
and return money or land.

“Those who want land, she 
will give them land. Those who 
want money will receive mon-
ey. She is keen to solve the 
problem,” Samnang said.

Duong Dara posted on Face-
book last Thursday that Chan 
Makara has had a dispute over 
the land with her German hus-
band Rainer Maria Wollny. Chan 
Makara and her husband decid-
ed to settle their case with each 
party receiving 50 per cent.

Thirty-eight families on Fri-
day claimed that they bought 
779ha of land for $1.1 million 
from Chan Makara. They asked 
for intervention from Prime 
Minister Hun Sen after learn-
ing that Chan Makara and her 
husband agreed on a settle-
ment, but did not solve the 
land dispute with them (the 
people).

In the petition, the citizens 
said more than 700ha were 
bought with acknowledgement 
from village, commune and dis-
trict chiefs that they owned the 
land. They paved the road, 
ploughed, dug canals and ponds 
and planted various crops cost-
ing $6.2 million more. 

But in April last year, Wollny, 
the director of Delta W Trading 
Co Ltd sued them to take the 
land back and sued his wife for 
faking documents to sell the 
land to the 38 families.

Chan Makara declined to 
comment on Monday, claim-
ing that she was busy.

Wollny’s lawyer, Phonn 
Thearin, said his client invest-
ed in Cambodia because he 
loves the country.

Chan Makara served as gen-
eral manager in charge of 

finance at Delta W Trading Co 
Ltd, according to the lawyer.

The couple did not sign a 
wedding certificate and the 
land dispute arose out of a 
claim that Chan Makara 
forged company documents, 
including land ownership 
documents at the end of 2015. 
She also faked a document 
that the company had given 
her the right to sell the land 
to the people, Thearin said.

The lawyer said his client 
accepted the solution and took 
back only 50 per cent as he is 
already old and he wants to 
spend the remainder of his life 
focused on investing in agri-
culture, which he loves.

“He is already 74 years old 
and he does not want to spend 
the rest of his life fighting this 
in court,” he said.

Minister wants team effort to protect forests

Prime Minister Hun Sen’s trip to Sihanoukville to welcome the 
MS Westerdam cruise ship will feature prominently in the book. akp

Thirty-eight families on Friday claimed that they bought 779ha of land 
for $1.1 million from Chan Makara. supplied
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Kim Sarom

THE Supreme Court on monday 
heard the case of three suspects who 
robbed a woman motorcyclist of 14 
million riel ($3,397) and $2,300 in 
Kampong Cham town, Kampong 
Cham province on February 5, 2017.

Previously, the provincial court 
sentenced them to eight years in 
prison but the appeal Court lowered 
the punishment to seven years.

One of the suspects, Suong Eng, 
46, told the prosecutor during the 
monday hearing that he knew a taxi 
driver named Pov Sam Oeun, 35. Eng 
said he regularly hired Sam Oeun to 
take him to Trapaing Thlong Casino 
in Ponhea Kraek district.

Sam Oeun introduced his uncle Sok 
Sinuon, 57, to Eng and tasked him with 
driving Eng back to Phnom Penh.

On February 5, 2017, Eng and two 
others, known as Reaksemy and mao, 
armed themselves with a gun and 
robbed packages of money from a 
woman riding a motorcycle alone in 
Kampong Cham commune. Eng then 
escaped to an unknown location.

after several days, Eng gave $2,300 
to Sam Oeun and told him to give 
$1,000 to Sinuon as a fee for driving 
him. He stressed that neither of them 
mentions the crime to anyone.

“I gave money to Sinuon and Sam 
Oeun. I told the Supreme Court be-
cause I asked it to lower my punish-
ment to less than seven years,” Eng 
said during the trial.

Sinuon told the judge in the hearing 
at the Supreme Court on monday that 
he was a taxi driver and confirmed 
that he received $1,000 from Eng but 

he did not participate in the robbery.
Eng told the court: “I filed the com-

plaint to the Supreme Court to ask it 
to lower my punishment to under 
seven years because seven years is a 
very long time.”

Sam Oeun confirmed in the hear-
ing that he is a taxi driver based in 
Kampong Cham and he used to 
drive Eng regularly.

“I did not join in the offence and I ask 
the Supreme Court to lower my pun-
ishment,” Sam Oeun told the judge.

according to court records, all three 
suspects were arrested under a warrant 
issued by the Kampong Cham Provin-
cial Court on December 13, 2017.

Each of them was sentenced to 
eight years in prison but they did 
not agree and requested the appeal 
Court to lower their punishment 
from eight to seven years.

The representative of the prosecu-
tor-general Chum Samban agreed 
with the suspects and also request-
ed the appeal Court to reduce their 
sentences.

“The appeal Court lowered their 
punishment from eight to seven 
years and I would keep to that deci-
sion,” Samban said.

Kao Sopheaktra, the lawyer of the 
three suspects, confirmed Eng’s ver-
sion of events.

“I asked the court to lower the 
punishment for Eng and the two 
other suspects and to lower their 
crimes from thievery with aggravat-
ing circumstances to receiving sto-
len property,” he said.

after the hearing, Judge Khem 
Bun said the court would decide on 
a verdict on June 1.

Robbery accused ask 
for reduced sentence

Child education promoted
Voun Dara

m
INISTER of Educa-
tion, youth and Sport 
Hang Chuon Naron has 
called on parents and 

guardians to pay special attention to 
very young children to make them 
physically and mentally strong.

In a video interview titled, Edu-
cation and Child Development that 
was prepared by the education min-
istry and released on Sunday, Chuon 
Naron said parents must make a spe-
cial investment in the very young as 
a basis for their ongoing education. 

“I have observed that parents mostly 
invest in their children when they are 
in secondary school and higher. They 
don’t seem to concern themselves as 
much with their children when they 
are younger, thinking that younger 
children don’t have any problems.

“We have to look after children 
from pregnancy until three years old 
and pay attention to attitude, be-
haviour, and knowledge to make the 
child more independent and able 
to handle things by themselves,” he 
said.

The minister asserted that parents 
need to pay attention to the edu-
cation of their child in all aspects, 
including nutrition, education, 
healthcare and hygiene.

“We have observed that Cambodian 
parents do not cooperate and partici-
pate in school,” he said, adding that the 
ministry’s concept of reform means 
encouraging parents and guardians to 
participate in every meeting related to 
the child’s development.

“according to research studies, to 
make a child strong, healthy and 
smart is to focus on his foundation, 

especially the first 1,000 days after 
they are born,” he said.

During that period, he said, a 
child’s brain develops 70 per cent. 
But if a child lacks enough nutrition 
it can be bad for physical and men-
tal development in the future.

Children also learn habits at this 
time, the minister said. On that note, 
reading to children is important to 
promote a love of reading.

Kindergarten is not just a school 
where children learn to read and 
write. He said it is a place to train 
children in skills like good behav-
iour, good habits, self-management 
and to be an independent learner.

“That means children can take 

off their shoes, clothing and know 
where to put their belongings when 
they are at school. The child who 
studies hard at kindergarten will 
then take that thinking to secondary 
school and higher education.”

Early childhood care and develop-
ment specialist at Plan Internation-
al, Soth Sakan, said at that stage of 
a child’s development is very impor-
tant to focus on physical and mental 
development.

She said the fastest brain devel-
opment stage of childhood is from 
zero to five years, but from zero to 
two years is the fastest development 
– 80 per cent to 90 per cent brain 
growth.

The minister says parents need to pay attention to the education of their children in all 
aspects, including nutrition, education, healthcare and hygiene. education ministry
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Vietnamese firm ‘destroys’ indigenous land 
Khouth Sophak Chakrya

a 
GIaNT Vietnamese agri-
business company is de-
stroying indigenous land 
in Cambodia’s Ratanakkiri 

province, said a joint press release 
from Equitable Cambodia and In-
clusive Development International 
that was published on monday.

The human rights groups wrote 
that many indigenous people in 
Cambodia’s Ratanakkiri province 
have been waiting for years for the 
Vietnamese rubber company, Hoang 
anh Gia Lai (HaGL), to finally return 
their sacred land, as had been prom-
ised by a 2015 mediation agreement.

Instead, the organisations claim, 
HaGL carried out sweeping land 
clearances in march that had been 
earmarked for return to the com-
munities through a government-led 
demarcation process.

The majority of this land was 
cleared while the indigenous com-
munities took shelter to protect 
against the spread of Covid-19.

Inclusive Development Interna-
tional executive director David Pred 
said: “HaGL’s destruction of these 
sacred places is heartbreaking, and 
the fact that this company used the 
cover of a global pandemic to un-
lawfully clear more indigenous land 
is particularly egregious.”

The press release said that in Feb-
ruary, before the destruction of their 
land, representatives of muoy, Inn, 
mas, and Kak villages, along with 
eight other communities, joined a 
mediation meeting with HaGL under 
a new dispute resolution process.

The company had requested the 
Compliance advisor Ombudsman 
(CaO) to convene the meeting.

Sev Suen, a community represen-
tative from Kak village, in andong 
meas district’s Talav commune, told 
The Post on monday that while the 
communities waited for the official 
ratification of the land’s return by 
the ministry of agriculture, Forestry 

and Fisheries, which had been de-
layed due to Covid-19, the company 
bulldozed two spirit mountains, 
wetlands, traditional hunting areas 
and burial grounds.

He said the clearance destroyed 
old-growth forest and caused irrepa-
rable harm to land that is of priceless 
spiritual value to the communities.

“a pagoda is a place of religious 
worship for the Khmer people, but 
my people believe in the spirits that 
inhabit the forests and mountains.

“Now that company has cleared 
our spirit mountain and we have no 
place to pray and the spirits will be 
very angry with our villagers for al-

lowing this to happen,” Suen said.
He said the area that HGaL cleared 

was among those designated for re-
turn to the residents of muoy, Inn, mas 
and Kak villages.

Equitable Cambodia executive di-
rector Eang Vuthy told The Post that 
HaGL knew the land was designated 
for return to those four communities.

He said the damage that the com-
pany had inflicted on the four com-
munities adds insult to injury, and it 
called into question whether HGaL 
is truly committed to resolving this 
long-standing dispute.

“HaGL must cease clearances im-
mediately, return the land and pro-

vide restitution for all the damage 
that it has caused to the people of 
Ratanakkiri,” he said.

Vuthy said last march, the Ratanak-
kiri provincial governor officially 
requested that the ministry return 
742ha of indigenous land that had 
been improperly included in HaGL’s 
agricultural land concessions.

ministry spokesman Srey Vuthy 
told The Post that the request had 
been received, but he referenced a 
letter from the CaO on the HaGL 
case which declares there are still 
some disagreements over the size 
of the area.

“The size of the proposed land is 

not agreed because the province 
asked to cut out 742ha of conces-
sion land – 572ha that was agreed 
and 170ha that was not agreed.

He said the ministry has asked the 
community, company, provincial 
team, CaO and the local authority to 
review the size of the land that has 
been cut out of the Economic Land 
Concessions.

He said a working group from the 
ministry will visit the actual site for 
further inspection.

Neither the Ratanakkiri provincial 
authority nor HaGL representatives 
could be reached for comment on 
monday.

A community representative says the company has bulldozed two spirit mountains, wetlands, traditional hunting areas and burial grounds. EquitablE Cambodia

Thou Vireak 

THE government plans to 
build a Renewable Energy 
museum and the Samdech 
Hun Sen National Park in 
Kampot to attract more tour-
ists to the province, which is 
the second coastal area after 
Preah Sihanouk province.

Kampot provincial governor 
Cheav Tay told The Post on 
monday that the plan to con-
struct the museum and park 
is in line with a government 
sub-decree under which the 
Electricite Du Cambodge 
(EDC) is the project operator.

The project will be built on 
8.6ha located in Snam Pram-
pir village, mak Prang com-
mune, Teuk Chhou district, 
Kampot province, he said. 
Construction is set to begin 
this year and be completed 
in 2022.

“We express our support for 
the implementation of this 
important national project 
in a spirit of cooperation to 
make this a historic achieve-
ment for the public inter-
est, especially in tourism in 

Teuk Chhou resort in Kampot 
province,” he said.

He said the government has 
not yet revealed the cost of 
the project because experts 
are studying the design.

at a meeting on cooperation 
and impact studies at the Kam-
pot provincial administration, 
EDC director-general Keo Ra-
tanak said the museum would 
show off Cambodia’s electricity-
producing sources such as hy-
dropower, solar and coal power.

In the meantime, the con-
struction of the national 
park is aimed at attracting 
national and international 
tourists, Ratanak said.

“Cambodia currently has 
many hydropower plants and 
[the museum] will be a gath-
ering of local experiences, 
knowledge in the field and for 
the education of the general 
public,” he said.

according to a report by 
the ministry of mines and 
Energy, Cambodia produced 
a total of 11,261 GWh of pow-
er last year, an increase of 21 
per cent compared to 9,427 
GWh in 2018.

Renewable energy 
museum, nat’l park 
planned for Kampot

ministry regrets 
death of another 
banteng and gaur
Soth Koemsoeun

THE ministry of Environment 
on monday expressed regret that 
another banteng had died while 
trapped in a snare at the Sorng 
Rukhavorn Wildlife Sanctuary in 
Oddar meanchey province, 
while a gaur was also found dead 
at the Prey Preah Roka Wildlife 
Sanctuary in Preah Vihear prov-
ince’s Choam Ksan district.   

ministry spokesperson Neth 
Pheaktra said the banteng 
was found on Sunday and 
succumbed to injuries before 
rangers and local people could 
rescue it. It was then taken to 
the compound of Venerable 
monk Bun Saluth for a burial.

“This bateng is very pitiful. 
The environment ministry 
truly regrets the loss of this 
rare animal due to heatless 
poachers. The tears we saw 
on its face may have been due 
to the wounds inflicted by the 
snare. The banteng became 
very weak due to starvation 
for many days,” he said. 

Last year, forest rangers from 
the ministry and local com-

munities in cooperation with 
other partner organisations 
removed 20,000 traps from all 
60 protected areas that are un-
der the ministry’s jurisdiction.

Banteng, a type of wild cat-
tle native to Southeast asia, 
are classified by the Interna-
tional Union for Conservation 
of Nature as endangered.

Last month, World Wildlife 
Fund (WWF) biodiversity re-
searchers spotted a herd of 
banteng including a juvenile 
and a majestic bull while con-
ducting a wildlife survey in 
mondulkiri province’s Phnom 
Prich Wildlife Sanctuary. 

Saluth, the head of the 
Sorng Rukhavorn community 
forest, said there remains a 
lack of cooperation in pro-
tecting endangered animals 
despite repeated efforts to 
educate the public about nat-
ural resource protection and 
wildlife conservation.   

He said some people con-
tinue illegal logging, burning 
the forest and hunting ani-
mals which he said badly af-
fect the sustainability of bio-

diversity in the Kingdom. 
“I called on everyone to 

protect and conserve natural 
resources in those areas be-
cause the Sorng Rukhavorn 
Wildlife Sanctuary and other 
protected areas provide a 
great number of forest prod-
ucts including tree resin, 
vines, mushroom, vegetables 
and fruits for the locals to 
support their livelihoods. 

“more importantly, we must 
protect endangered animals in-
stead of killing them,” he said. 

In a separate case in Preah 
Vihear province, forest rang-
ers from the environment 
ministry found a five-year-old 
gaur that had been beheaded 
at the Prey Preah Roka Wild-
life Sanctuary in Choam Ksan 

district’s morokot commune 
while patrolling forest from 
Thursday to Saturday. 

Sanctuary head Bun Soe-
ung on monday said the gaur 
was killed days before it was 
found. He said officials are 
working to identify the per-
petrators, who cut off its head 
and took away the meat.

“I think the offender com-
mitted the offence at night, 
knowing we regularly patrol at 
daytime. This is the first such 
case in the Prey Preah Roka 
Wildlife Sanctuary,” he said. 

Pheaktra said so far this 
year, four bateng have been 
found dead – two due to trap-
ping in Kampong Speu prov-
ince while the other two were 
shot dead in mondulkiri.

Ministry spokesperson Neth Pheaktra said the tears seen on its face may 
have been due to the wounds inflicted by the snare.  EnviromEnt ministry



Thou Vireak

THE government has approved 
the construction of a $100 mil-
lion five-star hotel in Preah Siha-
nouk province that officials say 
will be ready to welcome tourists 
once Covid-19 disappears.

The Council for the Develop-
ment of Cambodia (CDC) issued 
a final certificate of registration 
to Yong Wang (Cambodia) Co 
Ltd to build the 700-room estab-
lishment with a capital invest-
ment of $108 million.

The hotel is expected to cre-
ate 858 jobs and will be locat-
ed in the top tourist area of 
the provincial capital of Siha-
noukville – Commune IV’s 
Village 4, the CDC said in a 

press release on Friday.
Preah Sihanouk Provincial 

Hall spokesman Kheang 
Phearum told The Post on 
Monday that the province, a 
potential eco-tourism destina-
tion, remains a magnet for for-
eign direct investment (FDI).

“Construction and invest-
ment projects, especially the 
construction of a five-star hotel, 
are a priority of the tourism sec-
tor, which is green gold.

“The sector creates employ-
ment opportunities, improves 
people’s lives and incomes and 
also attracts foreign and domes-
tic investment,” said Phearum.

He said infrastructure 
improvements, redevelopment 
of beaches, the repaving and 

upgrading of 34 roads, and eco-
tourism progress on all 32 islands 
are attracting strong investment 
and foreign tourists.

“The provincial administra-
tion considers Preah Sihanouk 
province a multi-purpose 
model special economic zone 
and a tourist destination.

“It’s a rising star in the south-
west thanks to this province 
ranking as having some of the 
world’s most beautiful beach-
es and that have attracted 
tourists from around the world 
to visit the Preah Sihanouk 
province in the past,” he said.

Preah Sihanouk province 
currently has 107 hotels, and 33 
companies investing in accom-
modation, supermarkets and 

tourism development areas.
Phearum said: “Due to the 

Covid-19 disease, international 
tourists are on the decline while 
local tourists are on the upswing 
due to infrastructure system 
improvements and the redevel-
opment of the beaches.”

Minister of Tourism Thong 
Khon said domestic tourism 
continued to grow during the 
first two weeks of this month, 
with more than 250,000 tourists 
travelling through the country.

He noted that most of the tour-
ists are travelling to eco-tourism 
sites in the northeast and beach 
areas in the southwest, espe-
cially in Preah Sihanouk, Kam-
pot and Kep provinces.

“Before this growing internal 

tourism movement, the min-
istry collaborated with the pri-
vate sector to develop special 
standards for tourism safety, 
including a code of conduct 
and set of guidelines, in addi-
tion to safety and sanitation 
measures recommended by 

the Ministry of Health.
“Of note, [a workshop on the] 

development of basic require-
ments for staff, tourists and 
collaborative partners in the 
resorts, communities, hotels 
and restaurants is scheduled 
for next week,” said Khon.

S’ville $100M five-star hotel approved
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Business

MaJOR South Korean companies have 
resumed operations at their overseas 
plants and are speeding up business 
normalisation since suffering disrup-
tions from the Covid-19 pandemic.

This month, the nation’s two tech 
giants, Samsung Electronics and LG 
Electronics, restarted their produc-
tion plants in India, which had been 
shut down due to the host govern-
ment’s strict containment measures. 
Now, they have restarted work at more 
than 90 per cent of the global produc-
tion bases they had shut down.

The nation’s largest automakers, 
Hyundai Motor and Kia Motors, also 
reopened most of their overseas plants, 
including those in the US, China, In-
dia, Russia, Turkey and Brazil. Only 
Kia’s Mexico plants remain closed.

Korean companies also began to 
dispatch workers overseas to monitor 
production and investment activities.

Samsung, LG and SK have sent 
workers to their factories in China, 
which approved a fast-track customs 
clearance process early this month 
for businesspeople from Korea.

On Friday, around 300 semicon-
ductor engineers from Samsung 
Electronics were sent to the Xian 
plant to pick up the expansion of the 
new line set to start mass produc-
tion in the first half of next year. The 
plant is Samsung’s only overseas 
memory chip production base.

The company’s affiliates Samsung 
Display, Samsung SDI and Samsung 
Electro-Mechanics sent 215 employ-
ees to Tianjin this month.

LG was the first group to send 
workers to China since the intro-
duction of the fast-track system.

On May 3, 240 LG Display and 
LG Chem workers left for Nanjing, 
China, on a chartered plane. LG 
Chem is expanding its battery plant 
in Nanjing with an investment of 
around $1 billion.

SK Innovation dispatched 120 en-
gineers last week to the site of a new 
battery plant in Yancheng, Jiangsu 
province. It is establishing a joint 
venture with China’s EVE Energy to 
build a battery plant with a capacity 
of 20-25GWh.

additionally, major retail stores 

in Western countries are resuming 
business.

Best Buy in the US, one of the top 
five sales outlets for Samsung Elec-
tronics and LG Electronics, plans to 
reopen up to 600 stores within this 
month. Best Buy is North america’s 
largest consumer electronics dis-
tribution network with more than 
1,000 stores across the region. It has 
been closed since late in March.

Media Markt, Germany’s largest con-
sumer electronics retailer, resumed 
operations at major stores early this 
month. Major European distribution 
channels, such as Dixon CarPhone, 
Media Expert and MediaMarktSaturn, 
have reopened some of their stores.

as businesses cautiously return to 
normal, heads of large corporations, 
including Samsung, Lotte and SK, are 
seen coming to the fore to encourage 
their workforce in the new normal.

“There is no future if you get 
caught up in the past or settle down 
in the present,” said Samsung Elec-
tronics vice-chairman Lee Jae-yong, 
who visited the memory chip plant 
in Xian on May 17.

“To create a new growth engine, 
we must proactively prepare for the 
huge changes coming,” he said.

Lotte Group Chairman Shin Dong-
bin returned to Seoul from Japan 
this month to strengthen on-site 
management.

“all of the group’s affiliates should 
continue to check domestic and 
foreign situations and review their 
business strategies,” Shin said. Lotte 
plans to announce its mid- to-long-
term strategy at its value creation 
meeting in July.

SK Group chairman Chey Tae-won 
has increased the number of video-
conferences since the pandemic.

“It’s time to abandon the attitude 
of ‘Let’s hang in there’ and set up a 
completely new safety net,” he said, 
launching an emergency response 
system for affiliates.

The group is also speeding up its ex-
pansion into the pharmaceutical and 
bio sectors. SK Biopharm announced 
this month that it had released a new 
epilepsy drug in the US market. THE 

KOREA HERALD/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

SK firms brace to bounce 
back from virus pandemic

acleda raises $17.5M in IPO, 
becomes first bank listing
May Kunmakara

T
HE Kingdom’s largest local-
ly-owned bank, acleda Bank 
Plc, raised $17.5 million in its 
initial public offering (IPO) 

on the nascent Cambodia Securities 
Exchange (CSX) on Monday.

The bank becomes the sixth stock-
listed firm and the first commercial 
bank to issue on the bourse with a 
total of 4.34 million shares for sale 
– one per cent of its total shares of 
more than 433 million, according to 
the bank’s CSX filling.

Price per share started at 16,200 
riel ($4.05) and closed at 16,500 riel.

at the listing ceremony, acleda 
president and group managing di-
rector In Channy said 2,497 inves-
tors became new shareholders of 
the bank through the IPO.

“The official listing of acleda’s 
stock opens a new chapter for the 
bank after more than 27 years of op-
eration. We appreciate the relevant 
regulators and investors who are in-

vesting in our stock and encourag-
ing others to follow suit despite the 
ongoing pandemic,” he said. 

CSX CEO Hong Sok Hour said acle-
da becomes the first commercial 
bank to issue stock on the market. 
By listing, the bank can raise more 
funds at any time via the issuance of 
more shares on the bourse. 

“The stock market has shifted 
people’s financial management from 
saving to investment. as a result, 
those who have an excess of funds 
can opt to invest in the stock market.

“although the current situation 
[the pandemic] is very uncertain, the 
CSX is operating as normal,” he said.

Minister of Economy and Finance 
and Securities and Exchange Commis-
sion of Cambodia chairman aun Porn-
moniroth presided over the ceremony.

He said the bank’s market capitali-
sation of about $1.75 billion, which 
is nearly three times the market cap 
of the CSX, will make the IPO more 
attractive for foreign investors, es-
pecially institutional investors, and 

will promote trade on the exchange.
“The CSX is becoming a new chan-

nel of financing for companies and 
enterprises in need of funds and it will 
also support their growth,” he said.

Han Kyung-tae, managing direc-
tor of Yuanta Securities (Cambodia) 
Plc, the IPO’s lead manager, said 
Cambodians will have a chance to 
own acleda shares.

“The Cambodian banking industry 
and acleda Bank are healthy and prof-
itable,” he said. “There has been no 
investment opportunity available for 
public investors until now, but acleda 
has just opened the door to public in-
vestors to invest in the industry.”

CSX’s Sok Hour said that, as of May 
25, there are 12 listed firms in the King-
dom – six stock-listed and six corpo-
rate bond-listed. The 12 companies 
have raised a combined $240 million 
and the stock index increased more 
than 57 per cent last year over 2018.

He added that to date, more than 
25,000 individuals and companies have 
opened trading accounts at CSX.

Acleda Bank Plc becomes the sixth stock-listed firm and the first commercial bank to issue on the bourse. SUPPLIED

Preah Sihanouk province remains a magnet for FDI. YOUSOS APDOULRASHIM
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VIETNAM has some great advan-
tages while competing with regional 
countries in attracting capital flows 
moving out of China after the Covid-
19 pandemic, experts have said.

A report by US-based SSI Re-
search said foreign projects set up 
in industrial parks in the country 
were up 32 per cent year-on-year in 
the first four months of the year to 
$9.8 billion.

The pandemic has shown that 
many large countries’ supply chains 
are heavily dependent on China, 
and they have taken drastic steps to 
cut this dependency.

Many large US, Japanese and Eu-
ropean companies are gearing up to 
shift production away from China. 
Vietnam is one of their destinations 
besides some others in the region 
such as Indonesia, Thailand and 
Malaysia.

The report said: “Compared to In-
donesia, which directly competes 
with Vietnam in attracting FDI [for-
eign direct investment], Vietnam 
has the advantage of proximity to 
China.

“Vietnam also offers support to 
businesses, with many incentives 
for large FDI projects, and has a lot 
of free trade agreements in which 
Indonesia does not participate. 
Recently the Vietnamese dong has 
been very stable compared to the 
Indonesian rupiah.”

Vietnam Association of Foreign In-
vestment Enterprises vice-chairman 
Nguyen Van Toan said the opportu-
nity to attract the FDI wave looking 
to relocate from China is quite clear, 
but not really big, and whether the 

opportunity can be grasped de-
pends largely on Vietnam.

“We also need to be aware that 
investors will not easily pull out all 
investment from China because 
that country has great advantages 
such as a strong work force, good 
use of technology and products for 
all market segments, not just the af-
fordable segment.”

Vietnam would face difficulties in 
competing with so many rivals to at-
tract a part of the capital flows mov-
ing out of the neighbouring country, 
he said.

Experts agreed that to compete in 
the race, the country would need to 
change its way of attracting FDI and 
quickly.

Phan Huu Thang, former director 
of the Foreign Investment Agency, 
said: “[We] will fail if we try to attract 
foreign investment in the traditional 
way.

“For example, India has immedi-
ate policies to allocate land, prepare 
infrastructure, identify potential in-
vestors to approach, announce tax 
reduction plans.

“Investors are gearing up to shift 
their production. If we continue to 
act slowly, we will miss an opportu-
nity that comes once in 100 years.”

Toan said Vietnam needed to fur-
ther improve its business and in-
vestment environment and admin-
istrative procedures.

He believes that Ho Chi Minh City, 
which leads the country in FDI at-
traction, has all the conditions and 
capacity required to make good use 
of this opportunity. VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK
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High hopes 
for exports of 
Pailin longan 
to int’l market
Hin Pisei

C
AMBODIA expects 
exports of longan 
(Dimocarpus lon-
gan) from Pailin 

province to the international 
market, especially direct ex-
ports to China, to pick up 
once the once the Covid-19 
outbreak tapers, provincial 
governor Thou Phea told The 
Post on Monday.

Longan is a tropical ever-
green tree species native to 
Asia that produces edible fruit.

Phea said the initiative 
is driven by the upcoming 
opening of a processing-fac-
tory run by Chinese investors 
in the province that has fin-
ished construction.

The company has delayed 
opening the plant until the 
Covid-19 situation eases, he 
said. It will have the capacity 
to dry 2.4 tonnes of longan per 
hour and will be a huge driver 
of Pailin’s longan market. 

“Due to a lack of a drying 
plant, more than 5,500-6,000 
tonnes of Pailin longan per 

year have been exported to 
Thailand.

“We hope that when the fac-
tory commences operation, 
our exports can be brought 
directly to the international 
market, particularly the Chi-
nese market, at a time when 
prices are higher than at pres-
ent,” Phea said.

The plant will improve cul-
tivation and quality in the 
province, he said. “With the 
growth in farmer cultivation, 
I hope that additional invest-
ment in drying plants will im-
prove the quality and export 
of Cambodian longan.”

Pailin longan is currently 
priced at around 5,000 riel 
($1.25) per kg, down from last 
year, said Phea.

Pailin provincial Depart-
ment of Agriculture director 
Say Sophat said an expanded 
cultivation area had led to 
a slight increase in longan 
yields this year compared to 
last year, despite unfavour-
able weather.

Once the drying plant goes 
online, the crop’s heightened 

cultivation will provide a 
widened selection of quality 
fruits and seeds.

“The Pailin longan market 
will gain an edge once the 
domestic drying plant opens 
its doors,” he said. “Without 
the plant, we’d have to rely on 
Thailand.”

Pailin longan yields be-
tween 10 and 15 tonnes per 

hectare depending on the 
weather and the age of the 
longan trees, said Sophat.

A report from the provincial 
administration said there are 
currently four major crops 
in the province with a high 
potential for growth and ex-
port, including Pailin longan, 
turmeric mango, cassava and 
red corn. Currently, Pailin 

longan cultivation covers an 
area of 4,383ha.

Only four Cambodian ag-
ricultural products are offi-
cially allowed to be exported 
to China as of now, including 
corn, cassava, milled rice and 
yellow bananas. Cambodia is 
currently negotiating the ex-
port of other products such as 
edible bird’s nest, mangoes, 

pepper, dragon fruits and fra-
grant coconuts.

General Department of Agri-
culture director-general Ngin 
Chhay told The Post earlier this 
month that plans to export 
these agricultural products 
to China may not materialise 
this year due to complications 
with export procedures and 
requirements.

China firms enter memory sector
WHILE Korea remains peerless in the 
global memory chip market, industry 
observers notice that multiple Chi-
nese fabless chipmakers have been 
showing stellar growth in the last five 
years, and they are eyeing the mem-
ory market as well.

Data from US-based tech research 
firm Omdia, the average annual reve-
nue growth of the top 10 Chinese chip-
makers, including memory integrated 
circuit (IC) and logic IC developers, 
stood at 19.6 per cent between 2015 
and 2019, outpacing that of South 
Korea’s 10 biggest chip manufacturers, 
including Samsung and SK hynix.

HiSilicon Technologies Co Ltd, the 
largest system-on-chip provider 
under Huawei Technologies Co Ltd, 
grew 22.7 per cent during the period, 
leading China’s efforts to get a leg up 
in the semiconductor market since 
the government’s announcement to 
raise the country’s self-sufficiency 
rate of chips to 40 per cent by this 
year and to 70 per cent by 2025.

South Korea’s Samsung and SK hynix 
recorded 7.9 per cent and 8.6 per cent 
growth, respectively, as they were con-
fined to the memory market.

In the logic chip sector, it seems like 
China is taking advantage of econo-
mies of scale.

Benefiting from the vast size of its 
domestic market, it is easier for small 
fabless firms there to try designing and 
developing a variety of chips, contribut-
ing to a growth in quantity eventually.

The government-led plan to boost 
the semiconductor industry has giv-
en birth to more than a dozen uni-
corns – start-ups worth over $1 bil-
lion – that develop artificial 
intelligence-based chips, although 
some are thought to be overvalued.

Among the top 10 Chinese chip-

makers by growth rate, just one, 
GigaDevice Semiconductor (Beijing) 
Inc, is a memory provider, Omdia 
data shows. The others provide logic 
chips, LEDs and sensors.

Some memory chip producers also 
showed remarkable growth with 
technological advances.

ChangXin Memory Technologies 
Inc (CXMT), the first Chinese mem-
ory provider, recently made it public 
that it would start mass producing 
DRAM on a 17 nanometre (nm) proc-
ess within the year.

Industry experts speculate that the 
17nm DRAM manufacturing technol-
ogy would be equivalent to the second 
generation of 17nm DRAM by Samsung, 
which was commercialised in 2017.

“Although China remains behind 
Korea in terms of both design and 
manufacturing technologies, it was 
noticeable that their memory fabs are 
filled with the latest equipment and 
equipped with cutting-edge solu-
tions,” said yoo Hoi-jun, professor at 
the electrical engineering depart-

ment at Korea Advanced Institute of 
Technology, who had visited the 
CXMT plant located in Hufei, Anhui 
province, last year.

Earlier, another Chinese memory 
firm yangtze Memory Technologies 
Co Ltd said it had completed devel-
opment of 128-layer NAND Flash 
chips and will start churning them 
out this year, hinting that the techno-
logical gap is narrowing more quick-
ly in the NAND market.

SK hynix aims to roll out the 128-
layer NAND product in the second 
quarter of this year.

“Personally, I believe both Korea 
and China have many of the same 
market risks,” said Omdia senior ana-
lyst Ron Ellwanger.

“While Korea is very dependent on 
memory, logic markets are vulnerable 
to the economy and consumer con-
fidence. So, the Chinese players are 
entering into the memory market. 
But we can’t discount brand trust and 
loyalty,” he said. THE KOREA HERALD/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

Longan (Dimocarpus longan) is a tropical evergreen tree species native to Asia that produces edible fruit. pOST STAFF

A memory fab in Gyeonggi province’s Hwaseong city in South Korea. SAMSUNG ELECTRONICS

Experts: VN must take steps 
to attract FDI leaving China



Osaka Hydrogen Water 
(Cambodia) Co Ltd has 
forayed into the kingdom 
to tap into a water puri-

fier market that remains largely 
untapped, but one that is tipped to 
grow rapidly in the coming years 
as demand for safe drinking water 
soars.

Increasing appreciation of the 
importance of clean water, growing 
health awareness, rapid urbanisa-
tion and the entry of affordable 
water purification technologies are 
several key factors influencing the 
growth of the water purifier market 
in Cambodia. 

In addition, poor water quality, 
particularly in rural areas, pollution 
and limited access to clean and safe 
fresh water are additional pull fac-
tors that will propel the demand for 
water filters. 

This is providing ample opportu-
nities for water filter suppliers.  

“[Cambodia] is a potential market. 

although it is a small market, it is a 
growing. as people better organise 
their lifestyles, they are becoming 
more conscious about water quality.  

“We see many opportunities for 
business development in Cambodia 
– a large and fast-growing society, 
one with increasingly wealthy and 
educated people who are aware of 
their health,” Perrie Choo, Osaka’s 
business development manager told 
The Post.

Osaka – which started its business 
in January 2019 to sell high-quality 
indoor and outdoor products – is the 
sole distributor of the Japan’s kiyoi 
brand of water filters and filtering 
systems in Cambodia.

It offers a range 
of water filters for 
the local market. 

The stylish, indoor 
active hydrogen 
alkaline kiyoi water 
filter that comes 
with five plati-
num plates in the 
filtering system can 
process 600 litres of 
water per hour.

The Premium ac-
tive Hydrogen alka-
line water filter – with 
the advanced feature 
of 11 platinum plates 
in the filtering system 
– can process 1,000 
litres of water per 
hour and handle the 
filtering of heavily 

contaminated water.
The striking, silver-coloured 

6-stage Filter, equipped with an 
ultra filtration super membrane, can 
process 600 litres of water per hour.

The outdoor Master Filter, mean-
while, has an ultra filtration mem-
brane that can filter 3,000 litres of 
water per hour, enough for washing 
and bathing with.

“We provide various techno-
logically advanced Japanese water 
filters, ionisers and filtering systems 
for any type of property. all the 
filters are safe and easy to be used 
by everyone. 

“We also offer the professional 
services of water quality testing 
and pipe cleaning, while we help 
educate our customers about having 
a healthy lifestyle and good dietary 
habits,” said Choo.

The indoor filter – which pro-
duces rich hydrogen alkaline water 
that Osaka says has crucial health 
benefits – has been a fast-selling 
product, he added. 

By offering affordable and easy 
to maintain water purifiers with 
reliable after-sales services, the 
company plans to gain a strong 
foothold in the domestic water  
purifier market.

as part of Osaka’s corporate social 
responsibility, its trained team actively 
promotes consumer education on qual-
ity water for healthy living and water 
quality standards.   

“We educate our customers about 
the role of water in the natural en-
vironment, as well as in our bodies. 
We do this at our events, and on our 
website and our social media profiles. 

“We train our employees to be 
professional water specialists, and 
our aim is to  provide high-quality 
equipment to satisfy Cambodian 
water needs,” said Choo. 

 www.phnompenhpost.com/post-focus
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The active hydrogen alkaline water filtering device. Supplied The Japanese multifunctional, stainless steel, automatic indoor filter produced by Kiyoi. Supplied 

The need for clean, safe water is likely to push the demand for water filters. Supplied
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osaka looking to capture untapped 
water filter market in the Kingdom 

Perrie Choo, Osaka’s business development manager, says his company has an advantage over its competitors due to its quality products and affordable pricing. poSt Staff
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Afghan head set 
to free up 2,000 
Taliban prisoners

AfghAn President Ashraf ghani 
began a process on Sunday 
to release up to 2,000 Taliban 

prisoners as a goodwill gesture after the 
insurgents proposed a surprise cease-
fire during the Eid holiday.

The ceasefire appeared to hold as 
there were no reports of fighting be-
tween the insurgents and Afghan forces 
by the end of the first day on Sunday.

ghani also said the government was ready 
to hold peace talks with the Taliban after ac-
cepting their offer of a three-day truce over 
the Eid al-fitr holiday that marks the end of 
the Muslim holy fasting month of Ramadan.

The decision to release the prisoners was 
a “goodwill gesture” and was taken “to en-
sure success of the peace process”, ghani’s 
spokesman Sediq Sediqqi said on Twitter.

A Taliban-US deal signed in february 
stipulated that the Afghan government 
would release up to 5,000 Taliban prison-
ers while the insurgents would free about 
1,000 Afghan security force personnel.

The prisoner swap is seen as a 
confidence-building move ahead of 
long-awaited peace talks between the 
government and the Taliban.

Before Sunday’s announcement, Kabul 
had already released about 1,000 Taliban 
inmates while the insurgents had freed 
roughly 300 members of the Afghan 
security forces.

The insurgents said they were com-
mitted to free prisoners, but reminded 
Kabul that the deal was to “release 
5,000” of their members as agreed with 
the US in Qatari capital Doha.

“This process should be completed in 
order to remove hurdles in the way of 
commencement of intra-Afghan nego-
tiations,” tweeted Taliban spokesman 
Suhail Shaheen.

ghani said a government delegation 
was “ready to immediately start the 
peace talks” with the insurgents.

government negotiators would be 
headed by ghani’s former bitter rival 
Abdullah Abdullah after the two signed 
a power-sharing deal last week that 
ended a months-long political crisis. AFP

Netanyahu attacks ‘fabricated’ graft charges as trial opens
a combative Benjamin Netan-
yahu stood in court on Sunday 
for the start of his long-antic-
ipated corruption trial, after 
lashing out at the “fabricated” 
charges against him.

The veteran Israeli Prime 
minister, who has just forged 
a new unity government after 
more than a year of political 
turmoil, is the country’s first 
premier to face criminal 
charges while in office.

Flanked by ministers from 
his Likud party, Netanyahu 
addressed the public in a live 
Facebook broadcast before 
entering the Jerusalem District 
Court to face charges of brib-
ery, fraud and breach of trust.

“I’m here with a straight back 
and my head held high,” Netan-
yahu said, labelling the charges 
“fabricated and ludicrous”.

The longest-serving prime 
minister in Israeli history has 
claimed to be the victim of a 
witch-hunt and again suggest-
ed the charges were trumped 
up to drive him from office.

“When you need to take me 
down, a strong prime minister 
from the right, everything is 
possible,” he said.

The trial, officially called the 
State of Israel vs Benjamin 
Netanyahu, is expected to last 
for months, if not years.

During Sunday’s session Netan-
yahu spoke only to identify him-
self and confirm he had read and 
understood the charges, with his 
lawyers spending most of the 
hour that the court was in session 
to request more time to study the 
case’s material.

‘Ridiculous’ attack
The judges set July 19 as the 

date for the next session, 
which will take place without 
Netanyahu, and deal with 
technical issues.

The prime minister will be 
asked to enter his plea during 
a later session.

attorney General avichai man-
delblit dismissed Netanyahu’s 
allegations of a flawed process.

“We’ll continue to act fear-

lessly, even in the face of the 
ridiculous attempt to attribute 
invalid considerations to the 
prosecution, an attempt that 
should be firmly rejected,” he 
said in a written statement fol-
lowing the court session.

The 70-year-old Netanyahu 
was indicted in January after 
several years of police investi-
gations.

among the charges he faces 

is seeking to illegally trade 
favours in exchange for posi-
tive media coverage.

He is also accused of accepting 
cigars, champagne and jewellery 
worth 700,000 shekels ($200,000) 
from wealthy personalities in 
exchange for favours.

Wearing a facemask to limit 
the spread of the new coronavi-
rus, like the judges and lawyers, 
Netanyahu sat silently through 

much of the court session, occa-
sionally exchanging whispers 
and nods with his legal team.

His lawyers immediately 
argued they had not received 
timely access to all the relevant 
documents and requested a 
delay of several months to the 
next hearing.

Other defendants, including 
media moguls Shaul Elovitch 
and arnon mozes, both accused 
of seeking illegal deals with 
Netanyahu, were also in court.

Outside on the streets of 
Jerusalem, Netanyahu sup-
porters and opponents gath-
ered to raise their voices.

“I came to demonstrate against 
the accused prime minister who 
uses his power to destroy the 
foundations of democracy,” said 
yoav Eitan, 39, at a rally of around 
800 people outside Netanyahu’s 
residence.

Elsewhere, mali, an elderly 
woman in a pro-Netanyanu 
protest of more than 200 peo-
ple outside the courtroom, 
said: “Benjamin Netanyahu is 

pure and clean. We will fight to 
ensure a just trial.”

among the most serious alle-
gations against Netanyahu is the 
claim that he offered media 
mogul Elovitch regulatory 
changes worth millions of dol-
lars to his telecom giant Bezeq in 
exchange for favourable report-
ing on the Walla! news website.

That charge is also the most 
complex, said amir Fuchs, a 
researcher at the Israel Democ-
racy Institute, who argued it dif-
fers from “classic” bribery cases 
where money changes hands.

In this case, Fuchs said, the 
allegation is that Netanyahu 
“is getting only media cover-
age” rather than cash.

“It is unprecedented,” he 
told reporters.

In the Bezeq case, Fuchs 
added, Netanyahu is accused 
of seeking overwhelming edi-
torial influence.

“It was actually complete edi-
torial control of this site even on 
the specifics of which posts to 
make, or which pictures.” AFP

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu (centre) delivers a statement 
before entering a courtroom at the district court of Jerusalem. AFP

China Fm warns of ‘new Cold War’
C

HINESE State Councillor 
and minister of Foreign 
affairs Wang yi warned on 
Sunday of the need to be 

alert to some US political forces’ 
efforts to push the US and China 
toward a “new Cold War”.

He also urged Washington to coop-
erate with Beijing in dealing with the 
Covid-19 pandemic.

Wang, speaking at a news confer-
ence on the sidelines of the third ses-
sion of the 13th National People’s 
Congress in Beijing, said it is regret-
table that a political virus that loses 
no chance to attack and smear China 
is also spreading in the US while 
innocent lives are being taken away 
every day in the country now hit 
hardest by the outbreak.

Some US politicians have fabricated 
too many lies and plotted too many 
conspiracies about China regardless 
of the most basic facts, and the lies 
have been compiled into a list recent-
ly posted on the internet, he said.

“The longer the list … the more stains 
they will leave in history,” Wang said, 
adding that the issue of tracing the ori-
gin of the virus is one of the lies.

Even though it is a scientific issue 
that should be studied by scientists 
and medical specialists, some US 
politicians have rushed to label the 
virus, politicise its origin and stigma-
tise China, he said.

Wang said China is open to inter-
national scientific cooperation on 
identifying the source of the virus, 
but it should be conducted in a pro-
fessional, fair and constructive way.

The work to identify its origin should 
not affect the current top priority of 
saving lives, should not undermine 
anti-pandemic cooperation among 
countries and should not weaken the 
role of the WHO, he said.

Covid-19 is a common enemy of 
China and the US, Wang said, and 
mutual support and assistance are 
the common aspirations of people in 
both countries.

He called on the two countries to 

learn from each other and share their 
experience to fight the virus, jointly 
participate in and promote multilat-
eral cooperation and carry out early 
coordination and communication 
over macro policies regarding the 
pandemic’s impact on the economies 
of both countries and the world.

In response to Washington’s accu-
sations toward the WHO, Wang said 
the organisation’s international 
standing and its place in history will 
not be changed just because some 
country doesn’t like it.

“Those who throw mud at the WHO 
will only leave a stain on themselves,” 
he said.

Wang stressed that the WHO, made 
up of 194 member states, should not 
serve the interests of only one coun-
try, nor can it serve the will of who-
ever pays the most money.

“Life is the top priority. Supporting 
the WHO is supporting saving lives, 
and this is what a country with a con-

science should do,” he said.
When asked about the national secu-

rity legislation for the Hong Kong Spe-
cial administrative Region (HKSaR), 
Wang said Hong Kong affairs are Chi-
na’s internal affairs, and no external 
interference will be tolerated.

Non-interference, as a basic norm of 
international relations, must be 
observed by all countries, Wang noted.

The central government is responsible 
for upholding national security, which 
is the same in any country, he said.

It holds the primary and ultimate 
responsibility for national security in 
all sub-national administrative 
regions, which is the basic theory and 
principle underpinning national sov-
ereignty and a common practice in 
countries around the globe, he said.

Noting that excessive unlawful foreign 
meddling in Hong Kong affairs has 
placed China’s national security in seri-
ous jeopardy, Wang said establishing and 
improving the legal system and enforce-

ment mechanisms for the HKSaR to 
safeguard national security has become 
a pressing priority, and must be done 
without the slightest delay.

Wang said the draft decision targets 
a narrow category of acts that seri-
ously jeopardise national security.

“It does not affect the high degree 
of autonomy in Hong Kong. It does 
not affect the rights and freedoms 
enjoyed by Hong Kong residents. and 
it does not affect the legitimate rights 
and interests of foreign investors in 
Hong Kong,” said Wang.

The adoption of the decision will 
start a legislative procedure, which will 
improve Hong Kong’s legal system, and 
bring more stability, stronger rule of 
law, and a better business environment 
to Hong Kong, Wang said, adding that 
the basic principle of “one country, two 
systems” and Hong Kong’s position as 
a global financial, trading and shipping 
centre will be protected. CHINA DAILY/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK, XINHUA NEWS AGENCY

Chinese State Councillor and Minister of Foreign Affairs Wang Yi answers a question at a news conference on the sidelines of the annual 
national legislative session in Beijing on Sunday. XINHUA NEWS AGENCY



T
HE Covid 19 pandemic has 
caused significant financial 
distress for small and large 
businesses around the world, 

including Cambodia.
Hundreds of factories, hotels, res-

taurants and other businesses have 
closed or been at the brink of closure. 
They are facing bankruptcy with little 
hope of survival.

In this time of economic turbu-
lence, the bankruptcy law plays a 
very crucial function in resolving 
legal conflicts and reducing social 
and economic problems. The author-
ities need to pay urgent attention to 
the implementation of this law.

However, Cambodia’s bankruptcy 
law which was promulgated in 2007 is 
little known to the public and business 
community as it has rarely been used.

Key objectives and social roles of 
bankruptcy law

The bankruptcy law has two main 
objectives – to provide collective, order-
ly and fair satisfaction of creditors’ 
claims out of a debtor’s estate, and to 
rehabilitate the business of the debtor.

Its first objective – the collective, 
orderly and fair satisfaction of claims 
from the creditor – is a “distributive” 
function.

The bankruptcy law provides for 
rules, conditions, procedures, and a 
process for distributing the proper-
ties of the debtor to satisfy the credi-
tors’ claims.

The law ensures fairness and law-
fulness in distributing the debtors’ 
assets to prevent and terminate con-
flicts between creditors and creditors, 
or creditors against the debtor. It is 
the economic role of the law to 
ensure fair play in the market system.

In its second objective to rehabili-
tate the debtor’s business, the law 
offers a chance to the debtor or 
administrator to propose a plan to 
either reorganise the business or 
compromise with creditors.

In this plan, the debtor or adminis-
trator may propose to creditors to 
write off certain debts and/or defer 
the repayment schedules.

The compromise plan which is 
approved by the creditor and the 
court would allow the business to 
continue operating concurrently with 
debt repayments so that the business 
may survive.

The bankruptcy law’s fundamental 
goal is to give the debtor a fresh start 
from burdensome financial debts.

It’s like “giving to the honest but 
unfortunate debtor a new opportunity 
in life and a clear field for future efforts, 
unhampered by the pressure and dis-
couragement of pre-existing debts”.

To put it simply, the bankruptcy law 
prevents social drama because an 
excessive debt trap would put the 
debtor and his relatives into extreme 
poverty. It also ensures that creditors’ 
interests are fairly satisfied.

A lot of Cambodians believe in kar-
ma. They would try their best to hon-
our and repay their debts no matter 
what happens to them. 

They sell lands, houses and what-
ever properties they have. Parents are 
keen to pay for their children’s debt 
or vice versa, until they are left in 
extreme poverty.

Struggling to overcome debt causes 
emotional stress and consequently 
harms the physical health of debtors.

A depressed debtor may choose to 
commit suicide to release him or her 
from existing debts, and this needs to 
be avoided, which is another reason 

for leveraging on the bankruptcy law. 
Debtors who encounter misfortune 

may end up trapped in heavy bor-
rowings with exorbitant interest rates 
and penalties from both formal and 
informal lenders.

The failure of their businesses and 
inability to repay the debts may be 
caused by an unpredictable econom-
ic downturn. In this situation, the 
bankruptcy law could be used as a 
social legislation to help such unfor-
tunate people, whether they are busi-
nessmen or individuals.

Applying for bankruptcy proceedings
The bankruptcy law applies to both 

individual merchants and business 
organisations, including partnership 
and limited companies.

An exception is made for those 
business entities covered by the law 
on banking and financial institutions, 
the law on insurance, and law on 
non-government securities.

A petition to begin a bankruptcy 
proceeding can be filed by a debtor, 
one or more creditors, or a public 
prosecutor. A debtor is a natural per-
son or legal entity that is insolvent.

A creditor means any natural per-
son or legal entity that owns a claim 
against the debtor or estates of the 
debtor. If the debtor is a legal entity, 
the director of the company is enti-
tled to file the petition to start bank-
ruptcy proceedings.

Requirements to apply for bankruptcy
The failure of a debtor to meet one 

or more valid and mature obligations 
to pay an aggregate amount in excess 
of 5,000,000 riel (US$1,250) is a 
ground to start bankruptcy proceed-
ings with respect to the debtor. The 
Minister of Justice may change the 
minimum amount of such obligation.

The petition to begin bankruptcy 
proceedings shall state the name and 
address of the debtor and petitioner, 
grounds for the petition, list of credi-
tors (if the petition is filed by the 
debtor) and description of the cir-
cumstances showing the existence of 
such ground(s).

It must also have as attachments, 
any evidence or documents to sub-
stantiate the petition.

The petition shall be submitted to a 
competent court located at the domi-
cile of the debtor or the registered office 
of the legal entity or its place of business 
or at the location of their assets.

After a hearing, if the court is satisfied 
with the grounds of the petition, it will 
issue a written ruling to begin bank-
ruptcy proceedings against the debtor.

The examination of the petition, 
payment of court fees and security 
requirement shall be determined by 
the court according to the provision 
of the code of civil procedure.

If the court decides to open the 
bankruptcy proceedings and to 
appoint an administrator, his fees 
and expenses shall be paid from the 
estates of the debtor as part of admis-
sible claims, taking into account the 
amount of time the administrator 
spent to perform his duties, the value 
of the estate of the debtor, and the 
scope and complexity of the bank-
ruptcy proceeding.

Application to begin bankruptcy  
proceedings

If the petition to begin bankruptcy 
proceedings is filed by the debtor, the 
court shall hear the petition as soon 
as possible and in any event, no later 
than 15 days from the date of filing 
the case.

If the petition is filed by a creditor or 
director of a company or public prose-

cutor, the court shall hear the petition 
no later than 30 days after it is filed.

The announcement of the ruling 
shall be made no later than 14 days 
after it is heard. This ruling can be 
appealed by a debtor or creditor 
within seven days after the issuance 
of the ruling.

In the ruling to begin bankruptcy pro-
ceedings, the court shall also announce 
the date to convene the creditors’ meet-
ing, which shall be between at least 30 
days and no more than 60 days of 
beginning bankruptcy proceedings.

The submission of claims by credi-
tors shall also be done seven days 
before the date of the creditors’ 
meeting.

The time required for completing a 
bankruptcy proceeding depends on 
whether there is a compromise or reha-
bilitation plan, or complexity of pro-
ceedings for disposal of the estate and 
the satisfaction of admissible claims.  

Claims in a bankruptcy proceedings
A claim is defined as any right to 

receive payment from the debtor or 
from assets of the debtor which arose 
before the opening of insolvency pro-
ceedings, regardless of whether such 
claims are conditional, unliquidated, 
or contingent.

The claims could be classified into 
admissible, inadmissible and admin-
istrative claims. The administrative 
claims include the remuneration, fees 
and expenses of the administrator.

Inadmissible claims include interest 
accruing on claims from the date of 
beginning bankruptcy proceedings, 
costs incurred by creditors for partici-
pating in the bankruptcy proceedings, 
fines, administrative penalties and 
other incidental legal consequences 
which obliges the debtor to pay, etc.

Effects of the bankruptcy proceedings
After the beginning of bankruptcy 

proceedings until its termination by 
the court, no action, proceeding, 
execution of process or any other 
action of any kind by or on behalf of 
a creditor can be commenced or 
continued against the debtor or the 
debtor’s assets.

This means all legal actions against 
the debtor shall be stayed.

The management and power over 
all assets of the debtor shall be vested 
in the administrator appointed by 
the court.

The administrator shall obtain 
consent from the creditors to sell 
any real property, transfer any part 
of assets of a related party, or carry 
out any transaction that would irre-
versibly preclude the proposal, 
approval or implementation of a 
plan of compromise.

The administrator may elect to 
continue the performance of a con-
tract between the debtor and a coun-
terparty which has not been fully 
performed by the debtor and the 
counterparty before the beginning of 
bankruptcy proceedings.

The proceeds of the liquidation of 
the debtor’s assets will be used to sat-
isfy admissible and administrative 
claims in order of priority.

The payment of employee wages, 
administrator’s remuneration, 
administrative fees and court fees 
are a top priority.

After this, the proceeds are used to 
settle secured claims, government 
taxes which have not been filed, and 
all other admissible unsecured 
claims. Any proceeds left undistrib-
uted after the satisfaction of all 
claims are returned to the debtor.
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Opinion
Ly Tayseng

Bankruptcy Law: Role, inefficiencies 
and social drama

The bankruptcy law prevents social drama because an excessive debt trap would put the 
debtor and his relatives into extreme poverty. HBS Law Firm and notarieS

Continued to page 11



MyANMAR authorities claim 
to have submitted a compli-
ance report to the International 
Court of Justice (ICJ), reported 
the Turkish state-run news 
agency Anadolu Agency.

The report highlighted the 
steps taken by the Myanmar 
authorities on preventing fur-
ther acts of genocide against 
the country’s Muslim Rohingya 
minority as well as preserving 
evidence of the genocidal cam-
paign seen in recent years.

Earlier in January, the top UN 
court issued a provisional order 
asking Myanmar to implement 
certain preventive measures 
against the genocide of the Ro-
hingya community in Myan-
mar’s western Rakhine state.

“We submitted it to the ICJ 
today,” a Myanmar foreign 
ministry official told Anadolu 
Agency on Saturday on con-
dition of anonymity.

The official also said the re-
port was based on three direc-
tives issued by the Myanmar 
president’s office last month 
in response to the ICJ order.

Myanmar President Win My-
int had ordered the regional 
government and military not 
to remove or destroy evidence 
of a genocide while it must 
prevent anyone and all groups 
from committing genocidal 
acts as well as prevent incite-
ment and hate speech against 
the Rohingya, the official told 
Anadolu Agency.

“What I know is that the re-
port was based on what we 
done and what we are doing 
regarding these three direc-
tives,” said the official.

The Rohingyas are described 
by the UN as the world’s most 
persecuted people.

According to Amnesty Inter-
national, more than 750,000 Ro-
hingya refugees, mostly women 
and children, fled Myanmar and 
crossed into neighbouring Ban-
gladesh after Myanmar forces 
launched a brutal crackdown 
on the minority Muslim com-
munity in August 2017, push-
ing the number of persecuted 
people in Bangladesh above 1.2 
million. tHe daiLY Star (BanGLadeSH)/

aSia newS networK

Punishment for failing to 
file for bankruptcy

A debtor that has ceased to 
meet its mature and valid 
obligations to pay debts of 
5,000,000 riel or more shall 
file a petition to begin bank-
ruptcy proceedings.

In case of a partnership or 
limited company, each indi-
vidual director, partner, or 
manager as the case may be, 
shall ensure that the petition 
is filed in a timely fashion.

Any person who intentionally 
or negligently fails to file a peti-
tion shall be personally liable to 
the debtor’s creditor or credi-
tors for damages that result 
directly from such failure.

If such duty falls on more 
than one person, all such per-
sons shall be jointly and sev-
erally liable for such damages.

Despite such functions of 
the bankruptcy law, it has 
been little used by merchants, 
businesses, lawyers and other 
stakeholders in Cambodia.

So far, there have been less 
than a dozen bankruptcy cases 
filed in competent courts. The 
experience has shown limited 
success due to the inefficiency 
of the bankruptcy process, 
insufficient trust in the court 
process, and lack of knowledge 
of the bankruptcy law.

The bankruptcy law empow-
ers the Minister of Justice to 
issue a number of regulations 
to implement it, including 
determining the qualifica-
tions, roles and powers of the 
administrator, setting the min-
imum obligations as grounds 
to begin insolvency proceed-
ings, and fixing the rate of 
remuneration and expenses of 
the administrator etc.

Nevertheless, none of these 
regulations has been issued 
since 2007.

So far, there are a dozen 
administrators accredited by 
the Minister of Justice to 
undertake bankruptcy work. 

To effectively implement 
the bankruptcy law, the min-
istries of Justice and Com-
merce should work closely to 
issue relevant regulations to 
ensure an efficient and sim-
plified bankruptcy process 
and to raise more awareness 
among the public and busi-
ness community.

Moreover, they should also 
speed up the operation of 
the Commercial Court at 
each court of first instance 
by putting in place expedit-
ed proceedings to resolve 
commercial conflict.

In my experience, it is far 
more complicated and time-
consuming to liquidate and 
close businesses than to reg-
ister one in Cambodia.

Some have chosen to 
remain silent and leave the 
business to die, rather than go 
through bankruptcy proceed-
ings due to the complexity, 
uncertainty and inefficiency 
of the bankruptcy process.

Consequently, the bank-
ruptcy law has not been suf-
ficiently used to serve its 
legal, social and economic 
objectives. This urgently 
needs to change.

MILITARy and police person-
nel belonging to the Nemang-
kawi task force in Intan Jaya 
regency, Papua, are on a man-
hunt for an armed group that 
purportedly shot members of a 
local Covid-19 response team.

As reported by Antara News 
Agency, the Nemangkawi joint 
task force released a statement 
on Saturday saying an armed 
group had shot two health 
workers affiliated with the lo-
cal Covid-19 task force in Wan-
dai district, Intan Jaya regency, 
on Friday at 4:30pm local time.

The Free Papua Movement 

(OPM) has denied that it was 
involved in the shooting, 
claiming that the two men 
were shot by security forces.

“We want to emphasise that 
the people who shot the two 
medical workers were TNI 
[Indonesian Military] and Na-
tional Police personnel. They 
are the culprits,” OPM spokes-
person Sebby Sanbom said in 
a statement on Saturday, as 
quoted by tempo.co. “Indone-
sia must take responsibility.”

The two medical workers – 
identified as Amalek Bagau, 
30, and Eniko Somou, 39 – 
were shot while delivering 
medical supplies to a remote 

area in Intan Jaya regency.
The Nemangkawi task force, 

with the assistance of the Intan 
Jaya Police, managed to locate 
and evacuate the victims and 
transferred them to the Nabire 
General Hospital on Saturday 
morning, said the statement.

Papua Police spokesperson 
Senior Commander AM Ka-
mal said Amalek had survived 
the incident, but was in criti-
cal condition, while Eniko 
had died from his wounds.

“It took us about five hours 
to arrive at the crime scene,” 
Kamal said, citing difficulties 

in navigating the steep terrain.
The case is the latest in a 

recent string of violence that 
has resulted in the deaths of 
civilians in the region.

Last month, two young Pap-
uans, Eden Armando Bebari 
and Ronny Wandik, were alleg-
edly shot to death by security 
forces in Mimika regency after 
being mistaken for members 
of an armed separatist group.

A week before that, New 
Zealander Graeme Thomas 
Wall, an employee of gold and 
copper mining company PT 
Freeport Indonesia, was killed 
by gunmen in the area. tHe Ja-

Karta PoSt/aSia newS networK

Papuan armed group 
accused of shooting 
virus team members

Philippines to 
take part in 
clinical trials 
for vaccines
T

HE Philippine Presi-
dential Palace is 
looking forward to 
having the country 

take part in the clinical tri-
als for prospective vaccines 
against Covid-19 by the end 
of the year.

Presidential spokesperson 
Harry Roque said President 
Rodrigo Duterte had “ex-
pressed optimism” over de-
velopments that clinical trials 
for Covid-19 vaccines were 
already in the works.

Roque said in a statement: 
“We expect involvement in 
the vaccine clinical trials by 
the last quarter of 2020, with 
the Department of Science 
and Technology [DoST] tak-
ing a lead role.

“The president wants to save 
the life of each and every Fili-
pino, and thus places great in-
terest to these clinical trials.”

He made the remarks a day 
after the Inter-Agency Task 

Force on Emerging Infectious 
Diseases (IATF) approved rec-
ommendations for the Philip-
pines to join clinical trials for 
prospective vaccines.

IATF Resolution No 39 says 
the collaborating organisa-
tions developing Covid-19 vac-
cines are – Adimmune Corp 
and Academia Sinica (both 
based in Taiwan), the Chinese 
Academy of Science, Guang-
zhou Institute of Biomedicine 
and Health, SinoPharm Group 
Co Ltd, Wuhan Institute of Bi-
ological Products Co Ltd and 
Beijing Institute (all based on 
the Chinese mainland).

SinoPharm is China’s big-
gest pharmaceutical compa-
ny and it recently invited the 
Philippines to join its trial for 
the Covid-19 vaccine it was 
developing. Its clinical trial is 
in its second phase.

The four groups would 
be provided with the World 
Health Organisation’s (WHO) 

requirements for Covid-19 
vaccine target product pro-
files, the prequalification 
process for WHO approvals, 
and the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration’s (FDA) updated 
guidelines on clinical trials.

The FDA would facilitate the 
issuance of permits to conduct 
clinical trials in the Philippines.

Roque said the DoST was 
also tasked to identify sites for 
the clinical trials, as well as the 
local institutions and Filipino 
researchers who would col-
laborate in the clinical trials.

The DoST would also for-

malise the agreements and 
assist the local institutions 
in their proposals, budgets, 
applications for ethics board 
approvals, et cetera.

The Palace said the presi-
dent would be also reviewing 
the DoST’s recommendations 
to reactivate the Pharmaceu-
tical Development Center, 
and to create the Virology Sci-
ence and Technology Insti-
tute of the Philippines.

The IATF supported the 
creation of the two centres in 
the same resolution, stress-
ing the need to “initiate and 

strengthen local vaccine de-
velopment towards the coun-
try’s vaccine self-reliance and 
self-sufficiency”, it said.

Roque said the DoST has 
included the establishment 
of the two research facilities 
in its 2021 budget proposal.

“If and once approved by 
the president, both can start 
in 2020, with the Pharmaceu-
tical Group and the Virology 
Research Group evolving out 
of DoST’s Industrial Technol-
ogy Development Institute,” 
he said. PHiLiPPine daiLY inQUirer/

aSia newS networK

The Philippines is set to take part in the clinical trials for prospective vaccines against Covid-19 by the end of 
the year. PHiLiPPine daiLY inQUirer

Myanmar says submitted 
compliance report to ICJ

Myanmar authorities claim to have submitted a compliance report to the ICJ. Str/aFP

we want to emphasise that the 
people who shot the two medical 

workers were [Indonesian 
Military] and National Police
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Alligator who survived 
WWII bombing dies at 84
AN alligator who survived a 
bombing raid on the Berlin 
zoo in 1943 and found himself 
east of the iron curtain after 
World War II has died of old 
age at 84, the Moscow Zoo said 
on Saturday.

Saturn’s demise marked  
the “end of an era”, the zoo 
said in a statement, and 84 
was “a respectable age” for a 
Mississippi alligator, a spe-
cies that rarely makes it past 
50 in the wild.

Born in the US in 1936, he 

was moved to the Berlin zoo 
where he escaped on Novem-
ber 23, 1943, after a bombing 
raid that killed several of his 
fellow reptiles.

In 1946, he was found  
by British soldiers who hand-
ed him over to the Soviet 
authorities.

His whereabouts during the 
intervening three years are “a 
mystery”, said the zoo. When 
Saturn was brought to Moscow 
in July 1946, rumours began 
circulating that he had been 

part of Adolf Hitler’s personal 
collection.

Keeping Saturn, who was a 
picky eater and liked being 
massaged with a brush, had 
been an “honour”, it said.

“He came to us after the vic-
tory” over Nazi Germany, it said, 
“and celebrated the 75th anni-
versary of that victory with us”.

It had been “a great joy” to 
spend all these years with Sat-
urn, the statement said, add-
ing: “We hope we didn’t disap-
point him”. AFP
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PACE Exploration 
Technologies Corp, 
commonly known 
as SpaceX, is slated 

to send two astronauts into 
space on Wednesday.

Despite not yet being 20 
years old, the company has 
already developed a creation 
myth – on September 28, 
2008, its first rocket Falcon 1 
launched for the fourth time.

“I messed up the first three 
launches, the first three 
launches failed. Fortunately 
the fourth launch – that was 
the last money that we had 
– the fourth launch worked, 
or that would have been it 
for SpaceX. But fate liked us 
that day,” said Elon Musk, the 
company’s founder and chief 
engineer, in 2017.

“We started with just a few 
people, who didn’t really know 
how to make rockets. The rea-
son I ended up being the chief 
engineer . . . was not because 
I wanted to, it’s because I 
couldn’t hire anyone. Nobody 
good would join,” he added.

Born in South Africa, Musk 
immigrated to Canada at age 
17, then to the US, where he 
amassed his fortune in Sili-
con Valley with the start-up 
PayPal Holdings Inc.

SpaceX’s aim, when it was 
incorporated on March 14, 
2002, was to make low-cost 
rockets to travel one day to 
Mars – and beyond.

The 11th employee hired 
that year turned out to be 
someone good – Gwynne 
Shotwell, who was in charge 
of business development, 
soon established herself as 
Musk’s right-hand woman.

In the space industry, the 
two are given the rock star 
privilege of only being re-
ferred to by their first names.

“Elon has the vision, but you 
need someone who can ex-
ecute on the plan, and that’s 
Gwynne,” said Scott Hubbard, 
a professor at Stanford Uni-
versity and former director of 
Nasa’s Ames Research Center.

Hubbard met Musk in 2001, 
when the thirty-year-old entre-
preneur was making his first 
forays into the space industry.

The 56-year-old Shotwell, 
who became SpaceX president 
and chief operating officer in 
2008, is a self-described nerd.

She graduated from North-
western University with a 
degree in mechanical en-
gineering and was elected 
in February to the National 
Academy of Engineering.

When Elon talks about colo-
nising Mars, it’s Gwynne who 
makes commercial presenta-
tions and secures contracts.

“I have no creative bones in 
my body at all,” Shotwell told 
a Nasa historian in 2013. “I’m 
an analyst, but I love that.”

Reusable rockets
The team started to gain 

credibility in 2006. SpaceX had 
only 80 employees (compared 
to 8,000 now) and had yet to 
achieve orbit. But Nasa awarded 
them a contract to develop a ve-
hicle to refuel the International 
Space Station (ISS). “The crowd 
went crazy,” Shotwell recalled.

SpaceX succeeded in 2012 – 
its Dragon capsule docked at 
the ISS, the first private com-
pany to do so. Then, in 2015, 
after multiple crashes and 
failures (spectacles often we-
bcast live), SpaceX landed the 
first stage of its Falcon 9 rock-
et, the successor of Falcon 1, 
safely back on Earth.

The era of non-disposable 
rockets had begun.

“Falcon 9 is simpler and 

lower-cost,” said Glenn Light-
sey, an engineering professor 
at Georgia Tech.

The rockets were built com-
pletely under one roof, in 
Hawthorne in the Los Angeles 
area – breaking with the long 

supply chain models of giants 
such as Boeing Co and Lock-
heed Martin Corp.

The SpaceX formula proved 
seductive to clients – in the 
past three years, the company 
has launched more rockets 

than Arianespace, said Phil 
Smith, an analyst at engineer-
ing and analytics firm Bryce 
Space and Technology LLC.

In 2018, SpaceX launched 
more rockets than Russia. For 
an operator, launching a satellite 

on a Falcon 9 costs half as much 
as on an Ariane 5, he said.

Having conquered the pri-
vate launch market, SpaceX has 
claimed a bigger piece of the pie 
for public and military launch-
es. Still funded by Nasa, SpaceX 
is set this week to become the 
first private company to launch 
astronauts into space.

Despite a few years’ delay, 
its Crew Dragon is ready be-
fore Boeing’s Starliner. Musk 
also wants to build Nasa’s 
next moon lander.

Industry giants have criticised 
the company for “arrogance”, 
but “the real reason was that it 
threatened their way of doing 
business and their livelihoods”, 
former Nasa deputy adminis-
trator Lori Garver said.

It’s now Shotwell who lectures 
her competitors: “you have to 
learn those hard lessons,” she 
said in a Nasa briefing at the 
start of the month, recalling 
the multitude of problems that 
plagued SpaceX’s start.

“I think sometimes the 
aerospace industry shied 
away from failure in the de-
velopment phase.” AFP

Gwynne Shotwell quickly established herself as Elon Musk’s right-hand woman at SpaceX. GETTY IMAGES/AFP

Musk plans to send two astronauts into space on Wednesday. AFP

Saturn, the Mississippi alligator who survived World War II in Berlin, died on Saturday. MOSCOW ZOO/AFP

Rocketman 
(and woman): 
SpaceX’s Elon 
and Gwynne
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Japan insect 
enthusiast 
cooking up 
cricket dishes
I

N a steamy Tokyo kitch-
en, a roasted scent wafts 
through the air as yuta 
Shinohara prepares 

soup stock for ramen, de-
rived not from pork or chick-
en, but crickets.

“In this pan, we have 10,000 
crickets, making stock for 100 
bowls,” Shinohara explained, 
as he stirred a large silver pot.

The bowls of ramen pro-
duced by Shinohara and 
his team look and smell like 
those at restaurants across 
Japan – fine white noodles 
sit in a savoury soup, topped 
with a juicy slice of pork and 
fat pieces of pickled bamboo 
shoots.

There’s little to give away 
the fact that 26-year-old Shi-
nohara uses crickets in the 
broth, oil, soy sauce and even 
noodles. Except, that is, for 

the deep-fried insect perched 
next to a mitsuba leaf garnish 
on the soup’s surface.

Shinohara isn’t a profession-
al chef, in fact his preferred 
description of himself is “earth 
boy”. and it’s his love of all 
things nature-related that led 
him to insect-based food.

“I want to introduce the 
joy of insect eating, so that 
insects will be respected 
equally to animals and 
plants,” he said.

Shinohara’s love affair with 
insects began as a child, when 
he spent most of his time in 
fields and bushes, catching 
grasshoppers and cicadas.

He was so fascinated by 
creepy-crawlies that he 
eventually even tasted them 
– but only secretly.

“I couldn’t tell anyone that 
I love insects or I eat insects 

until I was about 20 years old,” 
he says shyly. “I was afraid of 
becoming the odd one out or 
being bullied for it.”

‘Like a delicate sweet’
Humans have been eat-

ing insects for thousands of 
years and they remain a com-
mon food in many countries 
in asia, africa, Latin america 
and Oceania.

But for many in the West 
and elsewhere, a cultural bias 
against insects as food re-
mains strong.

Environmental and agri-
culture experts have been 
trying to break down those 
barriers, promoting in-
sects as an environmentally 
friendly rich source of min-
erals and protein.

But while Shinohara is a 
strong proponent of eating 
insects, he dislikes the idea of 
bugs as a “last resort” food.

He sees them instead as a 

delicacy that should be sa-
voured.

Take phalera flavescens, for 
example. The moth’s white-
tufted caterpillar is regarded 
as a nuisance in Japan be-
cause of its penchant for 
cherry blossom trees.

Shinohara however views 
the caterpillars as a treat.

“They are really delicious. 
They taste like a delicate Jap-
anese sweet,” he said.

“The caterpillar only eats 
the leaves of cherry trees, so 
they carry the scent.”

He is similarly fond of other 
caterpillars, including some 
that he says have a citrus fla-
vour from their preferred trees.

“Behind the flavour, you 
can imagine how the caterpil-
lar savoured its life. That is so 
amazing.”

Cricket beer, silkworm tea
Shinohara and his team had 

planned to open an insect cui-

sine restaurant named antci-
cada in downtown Tokyo last 
month, but were forced to 
put it on hold because of the 
coronavirus pandemic.

Instead, they have de-
signed a pack of cricket ra-
men that can be cooked at 
home, and have sold 600 sets 
online as of mid-may.

“Thankfully, the latest batch 
sold out in three hours or so,” 
Shinohara said.

His team is also experi-
menting with a variety of oth-
er dishes including an insect-
based version of a popular 
Japanese side dish called tsu-
kudani, usually made from 
seafood, meat or seaweed 
simmered in soy sauce.

ayumu yamaguchi, the 
team’s fermentation special-
ist, is overseeing the dish’s 
development.

“We have tried different 
combinations of flavours to 
cook with these insects,” the 

24-year-old said.
“We found pistachio and 

cardamom go very well with 
silkworm cocoons.”

Kazuhiko Horiguchi, who 
ordered a ramen pack com-
plete with whole fried cricket, 
said he was pleasantly sur-
prised by the experience.

“It was a very unique  
flavour, the kind I like. I was 
very impressed,” he said. 

“I think many people can eat 
insects as food once they are 
cooked and served in dishes, 
even though they don’t want 
to see the insects in their orig-
inal forms,” he said.

“Cricket ramen could be a 
starter for insect cuisine for 
many people.”

Shinohara has high hopes 
for a range of additional in-
sect-based products, includ-
ing beer made from crickets 
and a tea made from silk-
worm excrement.

“I see so much potential.” AFP

Kento Sekine blends dried crickets, used as an ingredient as part of cricket ramen home-cooking kits, at a kitchen in Tokyo. AFP

Cricket stock is created by cooking thousands of crickets. AFP

Brian Woods makes snake skin face masks inside his workshop in Delray Beach. AFP

Craftsman makes masks from Florida python skin
a CRaFTSmaN from the 
southeastern US state of Flor-
ida has come up with a novel 
way of tackling both the coro-
navirus pandemic and the 
problem of invasive pythons 
and iguanas that damage the 
state’s fragile ecosystem.

Brian Woods, the 63-year-
old owner of all american 
Gator Products, has turned his 
hand to designing face masks 
made out reptile skin.

“I took something that’s very 
serious and turned it into a 
fashion statement,” he said at 
his workshop in Dania Beach, 
40km north of miami.

Woods got his inspiration 
from a curious source – a 
meme he saw of a horse wear-
ing a woman’s bra as a face 
mask. He asked his wife if he 
could borrow one of hers to 
test if the concept would 
work.

He now sells python skin 
face masks on his Facebook 
page for $90.

Snake hunter amy Siewe 
arrived at Woods’ home with a 
giant python for skinning.

“They’re wreaking havoc on 
the Everglades,” she said, 
referring to the vast wetlands 
that occupy much of southern 
Florida.

“They get to be between 18 
and 20 feet [5.5 to 6m] long 
and they eat everything from 
rats to deer.”

The pythons were probably 
introduced to Florida as exot-
ic pets toward the end of the 

last century and released into 
the Everglades, where they 
have no predators.

The Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission 
pays hunters a bounty to cap-
ture the snakes.

Iguanas likely also came to 
Florida as pets before being 
released into the wild, where 
they thrive in the balmy cli-
mate. AFP

Woods sells the python skin face masks on his Facebook page for $90. 
AFP



Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Ty of Cooperstown
  5 Must, so to speak
 10 “Kukla, ___ and Ollie”
 14 Creator of impressions
 15 Guesstimate word
 16 Change completely
 17 Certain prom date
 18 Boy Scouts’ motto
 20 Some hospital procedures
 22 Certain elected official (abbr.)
 23 Staring open-mouthed
 24 Less illusory
 26 Creates a hard copy
 27 “Get Me to the Church ___”
 29 Greenish-blue
 30 Folksy approval
 31 Turkey moistener
 34 Black, in a sonnet
 38 Bird that’s fleet of foot
 39 Centennial Olympics city
 41 Navigation abbreviation
 42 You can’t divide by it
 44 Certain Indians
 45 LAX announcement
 46 Like Goodwill goods
 48 Parish pastor
 50 “I’m a ___, not a divider” (G.W. 

Bush)
 53 Mystical teachings developed by 

rabbis
 55 Present purpose
 56 Musketeer motto word
 57 Trifled (with)
 60 “Doctor Who” network, stateside
 63 It has a humerus side
 64 “It’s a pity!”
 65 Was a motormouth
 66 Brown lodging?
 67 Take ten
 68 Go over like ___ balloon
 69 Indian titles of respect
DOWN
  1 Vehicles with meters
  2 Cartel formed in 1960
  3 She played Maude Findlay
  4 Sultanate on Borneo’s coast
  5 Blarney-stone kisser’s gift
  6 Corpulent
  7 Serious drinker
  8 Change color
  9 Filled the breadbasket?
 10 Word on a crate
 11 Broadcast more than once
 12 Skillful
 13 Bumps on a log

 19 Beginning for “normal”
 21 Carnival dance
 25 Jacket material, sometimes
 26 Unsettle
 27 “Hear ye”
 28 “What’s in a ___?” (Shakespeare)
 29 Work behind bars?
 32 Went home face-first
 33 “Baywatch” complexion?
 35 Mayberry denizen
 36 Glom ___ (grab)
 37 Within shouting distance
 40 “Have ___” (waiting room words)
 43 Ostracized one
 47 Give the impression
 49 Cumulus and cirrus
 50 Open, as a gate
 51 Type of gas
 52 Machu Picchu builders
 53 Oscar-winner for “A Fish Called 

Wanda”
 54 Aluminum giant
 56 Shrinking sea near the Caspian
 58 Mathematician Poincare, for 

short
 59 River regulators
 61 Time in history
 62 Inclusive conjunction

“CONNECT THE AC” 

Monday’s solution

Monday’s solution
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Pandemic gives Dubai 
opportunity to put its 
technology to the test
F

ROm smart police 
helmets to research 
labs, the novel coro-
navirus has given the 

UaE’s most populous emir-
ate of Dubai an opportunity 
to test its technological and 
scientific clout as it shapes its 
approach to the pandemic.

a key part of the glitzy Gulf 
emirate’s fight is its Covid-19 
Command and Control Cen-
tre, set up to coordinate the 
efforts of Dubai’s doctors, 
epidemiologists and other 
professionals.

It is hosted within the mo-
hammed Bin Rashid Univer-
sity of medicine and Health 
Sciences (mBRU) in Dubai’s 
Healthcare City, also home 
to state-of-the-art hospitals, 
labs and research centres.

“For several years, Dubai 
has endeavoured to put in 
place solid digital infrastruc-
ture, and this has contributed 
to the fight against the coro-
navirus”, said amer Sharif, 
who heads the multidisci-
plinary centre.

It was established at the 
start of the health crisis by 
Dubai Crown Prince and so-
cial media star Sheikh Ham-
dan bin mohammed bin 
Rashid al-maktoum.

In one room, young mask-
wearing men and women sit 
at carefully separated desks 
crunching data on laptops 
and coordinating with work-
ers on the ground.

The initiative includes a 
scientific team whose role 
is “to stay abreast of the lat-
est advances in research and 
scientific evidence, both in 
the country and elsewhere in 
the world”, team head alawi 
alsheikh-ali told aFP.

‘Data and science’
The UaE has carried out 

more than 1.6 million coro-
navirus tests, and has official-
ly declared over 28,700 infec-
tions, including 244 deaths.

This high-tech approach, 
Sharif said, including “the 
complete digitisation of the 
health system”, has prevented a 
greater spread of the virus and 
made the lockdown easier.

mBRU associate professor 
of public health and epide-
miology Tom Loney said the 
coronavirus was an opportu-
nity for Dubai to put its capa-
bilities to the test.

“It’s the ability to react, to 
make quick decisions based 
on data and science” that sets 
Dubai apart, said Loney, who 
is also an adviser to authori-
ties in the city-state.

according to him decisions 
were made by order of Dubai 
ruler Sheikh mohammed bin 
Rashid al-maktoum, whose 
portrait is featured on the 
mBRU building.

Dubai is one of seven emir-

ates in the UaE, a key Gulf 
state with big technological 
and scientific ambitions.

The emirate lacks the oil 
wealth of its neighbours, 
but has the most diversified 
economy in the Gulf, build-
ing a reputation as a finan-
cial, commercial and tour-
ism hub.

The UaE sent an astronaut 
into space last year, and in 
July is set to launch the first 
arab probe towards mars, a 
project sponsored by the emir 
of Dubai.

‘Own model’
many tech options were 

already at Dubai’s fingertips 
when the pandemic struck, and 
the emirate was quick at put-
ting its technology to a variety 
of uses during the virus crisis.

Police wear smart helmets 

that take the temperature of 
passers-by while laboratories 
make protective masks using 
3D printers.

When a night-time curfew 
begins, Dubai residents – 90 
per cent of whom are expats 
– receive a reminder mes-
sage on their mobile phone 
in arabic, English or other 
languages.

The UaE has regularly an-
nounced research advances 
into the Covid-19 illness, de-
veloping several apps to help 
manage the pandemic.

One of them, alhosn, which 
the government has encour-
aged residents to download, 
helps track people who are 
infected with the virus or who 
may have come in close con-
tact with confirmed cases.

But the use of technology to 
fight the pandemic has raised 

concern across the world over 
government surveillance and 
privacy risks.

Tech experts and the media 
have highlighted this issue in 
the UaE, where some foreign 
websites and applications are 
already blocked.

But Sharif pushed back 
against scepticism.

“Dubai and the Emirates re-
spect privacy, whether it is a 
question of patient records or 
smart applications,” he said.

The emirate was creating 
its “own model” of respond-
ing to the health crisis, Sharif 
added, though authorities 
were also looking at countries 
such as South Korea, seen as 
a positive policy response to 
the crisis.

“We must follow the devel-
opments . . . but also add to 
them,” he said. AFP

Police officers monitor the streets and receive calls from citizens at the Command and Control Center of 
Dubai Police in the Gulf emirate. AFP

‘It’s the ability to react, to 
make quick decisions based 

on data and science’ that 
sets Dubai apart



THE coronavirus may have 
struck shortly before the Eng-
lish cricket season was due to 
start but it threatens to have 
major implications for the 
game worldwide. 

English officials still believe 
they can fit a full internation-
al programme of three-Test 
series against the West Indies 
and Pakistan, as well as one-
day internationals with Aus-
tralia and Ireland, into a sea-
son that won’t start until July 
1 at the earliest.

But there is now an expecta-
tion matches will have to be 
played behind closed doors, 
in the short-term at least, as a 
way of stopping the spread of 
Covid-19.

That would, however, still 
allow the England and Wales 
Cricket Board (ECB) to honour 
lucrative broadcast contracts 
and avoid the nightmare sce-
nario of a completely wiped 
out season that could cost the 
organisation £380 million 
($460 million).

Here are the key issues con-
fronting cricket amid the pan-
demic.

Will teams go on tour?
West Indies and Pakistan, two 

of crickets less well-off major 
teams, have both made encour-
aging noises about touring 
England, subject to health con-
cerns and appear to ready to 
factor a 14-day quarantine on 
arrival in Britain, because of 
UK government regulations, 
into their planning.

Matches are set to be played at 
‘bio-secure’ venues such as 
Hampshire’s Ageas Bowl or Old 
Trafford that have onsite hotels.

“We are trying to get to Eng-
land early July so that we can 
get the quarantine done,” said 
Pakistan Cricket Board CEO 
Wasim Khan.

Australia were meant to play 
three Twenty20s and three 
one-day internationals in July 
but may delay their visit to 
later in the season after seeing 
how the West Indies and Paki-
stan series pan out.

“Obviously we won’t jeop-
ardise the safety of the play-
ers,” Cricket Australia CEO 
Kevin Roberts told the Sydney 
Daily Telegraph.

“But the best test of that is 
the West Indian and Pakistan 
tours of England before we’re 
due to tour. We hope they go 
off without a hitch.”

What will cricket look like? 
Even if a rescheduled series 

between England and the West 
Indies starts in July, the game 
itself will look very different.

Not only will there be no spec-
tators but wicket celebrations 
such as ‘high fives’ are set to be 
banned according to Interna-
tional Cricket Council (ICC) 
guidelines issued last week. 

Umpires have also been 
instructed to wear gloves to 
minimise the risk of infection, 
with bowlers no longer hand-

ing their cap and sweater to 
officials for the same reason.

Another ‘interim’ measure, 
which still requires approval at a 
June vote, would see bowlers 
banned from using saliva to 
shine the ball to aid swing, 
although they will still be allowed 
to apply their own sweat.

Travel restrictions could see 
two umpires from a home 
nation stand in a Test for the 
first time since 1994 when the 
ICC started moving towards 
neutral officials to counter 
accusations of bias.

The ICC’s cricket committee 
also said last week each team 
should be awarded an addi-
tional Umpire Decision Review 
System (DRS) review per 
innings.

Meanwhile, Chris Broad, the 
only Englishman on the ICC’s 
elite panel of referees, may 
have to officiate in matches 
involving his son Stuart, the 
England fast bowler.

What will happen to the Twen-
ty20 World Cup and IPL? 

An ICC board meeting on 
Thursday, could see the men’s 
Twenty20 (T20) World Cup, 
due to held in Australia from 
October 18, postponed.

Problems over flying in 16 
teams to Australia may be 
reason enough to delay the 
event by a year.

That would allow the already 
postponed franchise Indian 

Premier League, the world’s 
wealthiest T20 competition, to 
go ahead in its place.

Manoj Badale, a part-owner 
of the Rajasthan Royals, told 
the London-based The Daily 
Telegraph last month: “No IPL 
[this year] would be a big $600 
million loss for the global 
cricket economy.”

South African director of 
cricket Graeme Smith has 
called for India’s Sourav Gan-
guly, a fellow former Test cap-
tain, to become the next ICC 
chairman.

The Proteas, hard hit by the 
low value of South Africa’s 
rand, hope to host a three-
match T20 series against India 
in August.

What does this mean for 
women’s cricket?

The women’s game was rid-
ing the crest of a wave after a 
crowd of over 86,000 in Mel-
bourne saw hosts Australia 
beat India in the final of the 
T20 World Cup in March, 
shortly before global sport 
went into lockdown.

But Clare Connor, the ECB’s 
managing director of women’s 
cricket, has accepted her side of 
the game may have to be sacri-
ficed completely in order for 
more lucrative men’s matches 
to go ahead this season.

But there are hopes a series 
with South Africa could still 
take place in September. AFP
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Unsung horse heroes ready to get to work
F

OR every jockey who 
wins the Cheltenham 
Gold Cup or show-
jumper crowned cham-

pion, there are unsung heroes 
taking care of the horses that 
carry the riders to glory.

The coronavirus pandemic 
brought equestrian sport to 
a juddering halt and while 
horses could still be exercised 
and groomed, it has been a 
frustrating time for those in 
the industry.

‘Soul-destroying’
Adrian Bolger, one of four 

joint head lads to leading Irish 
trainer Jessica Harrington, 
has had to oversee the daily 
care of 50 horses and keep up 
the levels of morale among 
his staff during the lockdown.

Racing in Ireland has been 
suspended since March but 
will resume behind closed 
doors on June 8.

Bolger admitted it had been 
a difficult time.

“It has been tough with 
weeks and months when you 
had no date or goal to aim 
for,” he said.

“I would say kind of half-
way through it hit me – ‘this 
is really soul-destroying, like 
there is no end game’.”

Bolger, who has been with 
Harrington for 11 years, said 
nothing much in the daily rou-
tine had changed, from muck-
ing out to feeding the horses.

But staff have had to take 
care to not overwork the ani-
mals “as then their seasons 
will be over before they have 
even begun”.

“I have been saying to the 
lads: ‘We just have to carry on 

and when we come out of this 
we will have a strong team of 
horses,’” said Bolger.

The 32-year-old bachelor – 
“because I am married to the 
horses” – cannot wait for the 
stable to taste victory again.

“Literally thinking about it 

I get goosebumps, I cannot 
wait for it,” he said.

“The sense of achievement 
is unbelievable. Everyone sees 
what is on TV, the jockey going 
out onto the course and the 
walk around the paddock.

“However, for stable staff it 

is a 365-days-a-year opera-
tion 24/7 and staying late.”

Groomed for success
Sean Vard had been looking 

forward to his four-year spell 
as groom to Switzerland’s Eu-
ropean showjumping cham-

pion Martin Fuchs climaxing 
with the Olympics in Tokyo.

The Irishman, who left 
home and his family’s stables 
nine years ago after falling in 
love with continental Europe, 
said he had gotten over the 
disappointment that there 

will be no Games this year but 
the lack of regular competi-
tion had got to him.

“The struggle is real for a 
groom at the moment I can 
tell you,” he said. “It is very 
tough and challenging.”

Vard, who worked in the 
Netherlands and Norway be-
fore joining Fuchs after the 
Rio Olympics, said there had 
been compensations.

“you can learn just as much 
at home,” he said. “I have 
maybe taken it for granted and 
never really seen them [the 
horses] in their own habitat.

“Now that I have seen how 
they relax at home and relax 
at shows I can compare the 
differences.”

Vard usually spends much of 
his time on the road, driving 
horses through the night across 
Europe for different events – he 
did an unbroken 17-week stint 
last year – and says he cannot 
wait to resume that routine.

His job description is that of a 
manager – he plans the routes, 
organises the stables the horses 
stay in and the vet certificates.

“It is so rewarding when you 
are driving away from win-
ning a Rolex event,” Vard said, 
referring to Fuchs’s victory in 
his home “major” in Geneva 
in December.

“So satisfying all those hard 
hours have worked out.”

For the moment, though, it 
is small things that give him 
the most job satisfaction.

“I have just washed my power 
tractor which I have been mean-
ing to do for a while,” he said.

“Despite being covered from 
head to toe in muck I am de-
lighted I got the job done.” AFP

Showjumping groom Sean Vard with horse Clooney 51. AFP

New Zealand batsmen run between the wickets during a test match with Australia. AFP

What comes next for cricket in 2020? Four key questions



NBA championship-winning 
centre Andrew Bogut an-
nounced on Monday that 
he would not be renewing 
his contract with the Sydney 
Kings in Australia’s National 
Basketball League (NBL).

But the 35-year-old Austra-
lian insisted in a social me-
dia post that he was “by no 
means” retiring yet, just taking 
time to consider his options 
given the uncertainty created 
by the coronavirus pandemic.

Bogut tweeted: “I have de-
cided not to sign with the Syd-
ney Kings, or any professional 
sporting team for that matter 
for the time being.

“With everything going on 
in the world, the future does 
not look too clear, most no-
tably in regards to sporting 
leagues worldwide.

“This by no means is a retire-
ment note, but simply saying any 
concrete decisions are too hard 
to be made at this point in time.”

Bogut signed a two-year 
contract with the Kings in 
2018 following a 13-year NBA 
career capped when he won 
the championship with the 
Golden State Warriors in 2015.

He was the NBL’s MVP for 
the 2018-2019 season and the 
Kings made it to the league’s 
grand final this year before the 

season was ended prematurely 
by the coronavirus shutdown.

Bogut on Monday said he 
had enjoyed spending the lock-
down with his wife and “learn-
ing more about my kids than I 
ever could have previously”.

“The plan moving forward? 
Spending time with my wife 
and kids, slowly getting back 
into physical shape, and fi-

nally making the most of the 
time we don’t traditionally get 
at home,” he said.

The 2.13m tall Bogut was the 
NBA’s top draft pick in 2005 
and spent seven seasons with 
the Milwaukee Bucks before 
being traded to Golden State.

He also played with the Dal-
las Mavericks and the Cleve-
land Cavaliers. AFP

NBA championship-winning 
Bogut quits over virus threat
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Woods and Manning 
beat Brady, Mickelson, 
raise $20M for charity
T

IGER Woods says 
while his surgically 
repaired back may 
never be 10-out-of-

10 again, it won’t stop him 
from being healthy and ready 
to go when the PGA Tour 
starts up again.

The 44-year-old Woods says 
he’s been able to use the down 
time during the coronavirus 
pandemic to get himself in 
shape for an expected con-
densed fall golf season.

“It is going to be interest-
ing,” said Woods during a 
four-man charity golf tour-
nament in the US state of 
Florida on Sunday. “I am used 
to trying to peak for majors 
in April, May, June and July, 
forever. Now this [Covid-19] 
has changed everything. It is 
fluid. It is on the fly.”

Asked to rate how his back feels 
on a scale of one to 10, Woods 
said: “Well, let’s just say 10 is not 
what it used to be.”

PGA stars Woods and Phil 
Mickelson and two NFL quar-
terback legends Peyton Man-
ning and Tom Brady squared 
off in an entertaining made-

for-television charity golf 
event on Sunday that raised 
$20 million for coronavirus 
relief efforts.

The 18-hole match includ-
ed nine holes of four-ball and 
nine holes of modified alter-
nate shot, with on-course 
challenges for charitable 
funds.

Woods, who paired with 
Manning, showed no rust as 
they held off a back-nine rally 
from Mickelson and Brady for 
a one-up victory in the 18-
hole match play format.

Sunday’s event, called The 
Match: Champions for Char-
ity, was a rematch of sorts for 
Mickelson and Woods, who 
faced off in a similar charity 
event last year in Las Vegas. 
It also marked a return to the 
golf course for the both PGA 
stars due to the Covid-19 
pandemic. 

The PGA Tour is on hia-
tus until June 11, when the 
Charles Schwab Challenge at 
Colonial is scheduled to be-
gin in Texas.

The charity match was 
the first competitive golf for 

Woods since the Genesis Invi-
tational on February 16, where 
he shot weekend rounds of 
76-77 to finish in 68th place 
at the Riviera Country Club 
course. 

He said the forced break 
has been refreshing and de-
scribed his health as surpris-
ingly good considering he has 
been taken out of his regular 
training regime. 

“It is too nice be at home 
training each and every day,” 
Woods said. “I get some treat-
ment on it and get onto a rou-
tine basically. 

“With this pandemic and 
everything that has hap-
pened, we’ve all been very 
careful and try to stay at 
home,” he said.

Woods says he has enjoyed 
spending more time with his 
family and has added tennis 
to his workouts. 

“It has been good in that re-
gard because I have been able 
to spend a lot of time with my 
kids. We had a lot of fun. This 
is the most amount of tennis I 
have played ever.” 

The start of Sunday’s match 

was delayed by rain that fell 
steadily throughout the major-
ity of the round.

Woods helped offset the dif-
ficult playing conditions on 
Sunday by taking advantage 
of competing on his home 
course, the Medalist Golf 
Club in Hobe Sound. 

“I am just trying to hit it in 
the right spots. I kind of know 
this place,” he told a television 
interviewer early in his round.

The entertaining match 
featured plenty of friendly 
banter and trash talking go-
ing back and forth between 
four of North America’s big-
gest sport stars.

Brady, who recently signed 
with the Tampa Bay Bucca-
neers after winning six Super 
Bowl titles with the New Eng-
land Patriots, made the shot 
of the day on the par-five sev-
enth.

Wardrobe malfunction
Brady had been struggling for 

much of the first round, but his 
approach on No7 landed just 
past the hole before spinning 
wildly to the right and rolling 
into the centre of the cup.

“When the going gets tough, 
the tough get going,” an obvi-
ously relieved Brady said of 
his first good shot of the day.

The shot was notable for 
another reason – it included a 
wardrobe malfunction. Brady 
also split his pants on the shot, 
resulting in a hasty costume 
change.

“There was so much torque 
on that swing,” he joked.

The birdie also lightened 
the wallet of PGA golfer 
Brooks Koepka. When he saw 
Brady struggling early in the 
round, Koepka tweeted out a 
promise to donate $100,000 
to charity if Brady could make 
a par on the front nine.

“Brooks owes me a little 
money,” Brady said following 
his surprise birdie. AFP

ENGLAND lock George Kruis 
and Welsh centre Hadleigh 
Parkes have signed to play 
for Panasonic Wild Knights 
in next year’s Japanese Top 
League, the rugby club an-
nounced on Monday.

Kruis, capped 45 times for his 
country and once for the Brit-
ish and Irish Lions, featured at 
last year’s World Cup but coach 
Eddie Jones mainly used the 
30-year-old as a substitute in 
England’s run to the final.

New Zealand-born Parkes, 
32, was an ever-present for 
the Welsh side that lost in the 
semi-finals to eventual cham-
pions South Africa.

For the Scarlets player, the 
decision effectively means an 
end to his international career 
and he told the BBC that mov-

ing to Japan “certainly wasn’t a 
quick or easy decision”.

“But when you have to weigh 
up your family’s future, it is an 
incredible opportunity for us 
and we are really excited about 
what lies ahead,” said Parkes in 
his BBC online column.

Welsh rules mean someone 
playing outside Wales can 
only be selected for the na-
tional team if he has already 
won 60 caps or is uncapped. 
Parkes has won 29.

Former Saracen Kruis, on the 
other hand, refused to see the 
move to Japan as calling time 
on his international career. 

“I would like to think there is 
plenty left in the legs and this 
is definitely not an England 
retirement,” he told British 
media.

Kruis and Parkes are follow-
ing the well-trodden route of 
a short spell in Japan towards 
the end of their careers – a 
path taken by some of the leg-
ends of the game.

Former All Blacks fly-half 
Dan Carter was perhaps the 
highest profile of these, re-
cently announcing he was 
leaving the Kobelco Steelers 
after taking them to the 2018-
2019 Top League title.

The next Japanese Top 
League season is slated to be-
gin in January after the coro-
navirus forced the cancella-
tion of the 2020 edition.

The Panasonic Wild Knights, 
coached by former Wallabies 
coach Robbie Deans, won 
three straight Top League titles 
from 2014-2016. AFP

Japan rugby lures Kruis, Parkes

PGA stars Tiger Woods (left) and Phil Mickelson (right) squared off against two NFL quarterback legends 
Peyton Manning and Tom Brady in an entertaining made-for-television charity golf event on Sunday that 
raised $20 million for coronavirus relief efforts. AFP

Former Golden State Warriors centre Andrew Bogut is walking away 
from basketball for a while until the virus is under control. AFP

England lock George Kruis 
(above) has signed to play 
for Panasonic Wild Knights 
in next year’s Japanese Top 
League. AFP
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