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Cambodia to load up on 
loans to boost economy

Don’t miss our 

Special Report
Inside     page 8-9

Thou Vireak

C
AMBODIA is studying the 
possibility of establishing a 
bilateral free trade agree-
ment (FTA) with India to 

open a new market with the second-
largest regional economy.

This comes as an FTA with China is 
scheduled to be signed next month 
while similar negotiations with South 
Korea have also started.

The subject of an FTA with India 
was made during a working lunch 
meeting between Minister of Com-
merce Pan Sorasak and Indian am-
bassador to Cambodia Manika Jain 
on Wednesday.

“I discussed with ambassador 
Jain the possibility of establishing 
a Cambodia-India bilateral FTA to 
increase trade volume and bilateral 
benefits between our countries.

“We also discussed the trade vol-

ume of our countries, which is con-
stantly progressing,” he said.

During the meeting, Jain agreed to 
strengthen bilateral trade relations 
by establishing the Cambodia-India 
Joint Trade and Investment Working 
Group to facilitate trade and invest-
ment between the two countries.

Ministry of Commerce spokesman 
Seang Thay told The Post on Thurs-
day that the ministry’s FTA negotia-
tion group will meet with the Indian 

side to discuss the possibility of de-
veloping an agreement.

“We have already set up a negotiat-
ing team and they will discuss with In-
dia the possibility of a trade agreement 
and whether it will be profitable.

“They will report the findings to the 
minister. If we see the benefits, both 
sides will start negotiating, but we do not 
know when that will happen,” he said.

Kingdom eyes India FTA, 
China deal set for August
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Harvard, MIT 
sue Trump 
over foreign 
students’ visa

Ministry 
requests 
school 
opening

HARVARD and MIT asked a court 
on Wednesday to block an order 
by US President Donald Trump’s 
administration threatening the 
visas of foreign students whose 
entire courses have moved 
online because of the coronavi-
rus pandemic.

The universities’ lawsuit was in 
response to an announcement on 
Monday by the US Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement (ICE) 
that the affected students must 
leave the country or transfer to a 
school offering in-person tuition.

“We will pursue this case vigor-
ously so that our international 
students, and international stu-
dents at institutions across the 
country, can continue their studies 
without the threat of deportation,” 
Harvard president Lawrence 
Bacow said in a statement.

Trump is pushing universities

Khorn Savi

THE Ministry of Education, Youth 
and Sport on Thursday said it 
would request a decision from 
Prime Minister Hun Sen to allow a 
small number of schools to reopen 
next month.

Ministry spokesman Ros 
Soveacha said if the request is 
granted, higher-standard schools 
will reopen next month while 
medium and minimum-standard 
ones will follow as allowed.

But the schools have to carry out 
some required measures to pre-
vent Covid-19, he said.

“Educational establishments 
have to take responsibility for car-
rying out safety measures. They 
have to fulfil the required condi-
tions of promoting health in the 
context of Covid-19.

“They have to prepare school 
environments and classrooms to 
health standards. They have to 
take temperatures daily and have 
students wash hands frequently 
and wear facemasks,” he said.

He said educational establish-
ments have to create a new normal 
– some students can learn in class-
rooms and others online on a vol-
untary basis if agreed to by their 
parents.

“They have to prepare a working 
group in charge of health safety to 
do daily checks under the guid-
ance of the directors of education-
al establishments. 

“The establishments had to test 
academic staff and students for 
Covid-19 and carry out some 
required measures. The ministry 
would inspect and assess the per-
formance of the educational estab-
lishments strictly,” he said.

However, Soveacha did not con-
firm how many schools would

ContInued – page 11

In grief
a man sits outside the house of his aunt, who died from flooding of the Kuma river due to torrential rains, in 
Yatsushiro city, Kumamoto prefecture on Wednesday. AFP ContInued – page 2STORY > 11
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reopen and the exact timeframe 
for first-stage reopening.

Peng Kimchhen, the princi-
pal of Wat Bo primary school in 
Siem Reap province, said on 
Thursday that he had already 
prepared some preventive 
measures against Covid-19 to 
be carried out in case the min-
istry allows schools to reopen.

“First, we will maintain 
social and physical distancing 
in each classroom. We will also 
have a working group on 
standby to prevent them walk-
ing close to each other.

“We will have to take stu-
dents’ temperatures before 
allowing them in. They will 
have to wash their hands with 
soap and alcohol put in place.

“Second, time is to be divided 

for two groups of students. For 
example, a classroom typically 
accommodated 50 students 
before, so we will have to split 
them with only 25 students 
allowed in each classroom.

“We will also guide them on 
how to use items in the class-
room exclusively to themselves 
instead of sharing with others.

Centre for Policy Studies 
director Chan Sophal said in a 

Facebook post on Tuesday that 
long school closures appeared 
to have social costs that are 
difficult to measure.

“Millions of students can 
change attitudes to become bad 
because they had the habit of 
playing games too much, 
spending time on smartphones, 
or hanging out for too many 
hours. Poor students don’t have 
such tools,” he said.

Gov’t to boost Siem Reap tourism

‘We will maintain physical, social distancing’

Voun Dara

THE Ministry of Tourism released the 
results of an inter-ministerial committee 
meeting concerning Siem Reap province’s 
Tourism Development Master Plan for 
2020-2035 on Wednesday, revealing the 
government’s plan to improve the overall 
tourist landscape there.

The meeting was attended by Minister 
of Tourism and committee chairman 

Thong Khon, Minister of Culture and Fine 
Arts Phoeurng Sackona, Minister of Envi-
ronment Say Sam Al and provincial dep-
uty governor Tea Seiha.

Firstly, Siem Reap provincial tourism 
will be promoted as a “quality tourism 
destination”.

Angkor Wat is currently the biggest draw 
for tourists, but the government would 
like to include cultural and eco-tourism, 
the meeting report said.

The master plan unveiled the concept 
of “Siem Reap beyond the Temple” as it 
aims to create a wide range of leisure 
activities in the province. 

The report said the master plan will give 
the province the ability to better respond 
to current and future situations which 
may arise. The 15-year plan aims to com-
pletely transform Siem Reap into a mul-
tifaceted tourism destination with a 
strong economy while improving the liv-
ing standards of locals.

The plan will improve and preserve the 
historical sites of Angkor, the province’s 
urban areas, Siem Reap river, the Tonle 
Sap area, the Kulen National Park and 
rural areas in the province. Tourism is 
expected to play a role in developing the 
economy of these areas.

Another point agreed upon was trans-
forming Siem Reap from a one-stop des-
tination to visit Angkor to a quality desti-
nation which entices tourists to visit 
again. A higher volume of tourists is 
expected to help drive the local economy, 
according to the meeting report.

If tourists are encouraged to explore 
more of the province and they enjoy it, it 
provides an opportunity for revenue gen-
erated by them to improve the local econ-
omy and reduce poverty, the report said.

Promoting a clean environment was 
viewed as another important goal of the 
master plan as well as adapting to the 
risks of climate change.

The establishment and development of 
new tourist destinations in the province 
are also viewed as primary goals. The 
ample natural spaces in the province and 
its rich cultural traditions will be integral 
to reshaping the province’s identity.

New tourism marketing strategies and the 
facilitation of waterway, road, rail and air con-
nectivity to Siem Reap is planned as well.

Royal Academy of Cambodia business 
researcher Hong Vannak said the restruc-
turing of infrastructure and tourism serv-
ices will attract more tourists when the 
Covid-19 crisis ends.

Long Kimmarita

PHNOM Penh municipal gov-
ernor Khuong Sreng has 
ordered authorities to act 
against the perpetrators who 
built houses along the luo 5 
canal in Meanchey district.

The municipal administra-
tion plans to create a com-
mittee to solve the matter.

The order was given on 
Wednesday while Sreng led 
experts to check the luo 5 
pumping station in Meanchey 
district’s Stung Meanchey III 
commune, said a press re-
lease published by the Minis-
try of Information.

Drainage canals are of great 
benefit to residents because they 
can better drain the homes of 
the city’s residents, Sreng said.

He said local authorities 
must clearly identify State 
land and the land belong-
ing to the people. The canal 
is being encroached on by 
residents who fill it and then 
claim the newly created land.

“The Phnom Penh admin-
istration will create a team to 
check the location and advise 
citizens to move from the ca-
nal,” Sreng said. 

Commune chief um Hoeung 
told The Post that the canal has 
a width of 50m and the mu-
nicipal hall recently unveiled 
a development plan to build a 
road on either side of it.

According to commune sta-
tistics, 97 people were found to 

have breached the five drainage 
canals and 38 houses had been 
demolished, said Hoeung. 

“There are two villages 
nearby this canal. The resi-
dents have lived there 10 
years already, but there were 
new encroachments recently. 
Newcomers and long-time 
residents continued to build 
houses and do not respect the 
ban,” he said.

Hoeung expects the munic-
ipal hall to solve the injustices 
to avoid future protests.

long Sak, a resident who lives 
close to the canal, told The Post 
on Thursday that it was big and 
citizens have been living there 
for a long time.

The canal became smaller 
when a construction compa-
ny encroached on it. The citi-
zens bore the consequences 
and were blamed for improp-
erly building houses.

“Originally, our people did 
not encroach as much as the 
construction company. They 
just filled the land in the ca-
nal to build a road,” he said.

Sak said if the canal is only 
10 metres wide, people should 
not be punished for occupy-
ing the land, because without 
it, they have nowhere to live.

The press release said the 
luo 5 pumping station covers 
three districts – Meanchey, 
Por Sen Chey and Dangkor. 
The role of the pumping sta-
tion and the canal is to pre-
vent floods.

Residents ordered to 
remove structures on 
Phnom Penh’s canal

Governor seeks to reduce  
migration from Prey Veng
Voun Dara

A
T A press conference 
on Thursday, Prey 
Veng provincial gov-
ernor Chea Somethy 

encouraged the province’s ag-
riculture and manufacturing 
sectors to reduce migration.

He said 220,000 out of the over 
one million Prey Veng residents 
had migrated to other provinc-
es or countries to work. 

The province is the most im-
portant one in the Kingdom’s 
agricultural sector, he said. 
Among its 1,245,127 citizens, 
78.6 per cent are farmers.

“The Prey Veng administra-
tion organised a three-year 
rolling plan (2019-2021) to 
encourage citizens to plant 
crops and raise cattle, chick-
en, fish, ducks, pigs and oxen. 
The important point is that 
we made an effort to find 
markets for citizens to sell 
their products.

“When we can find markets 
for them, I believe the exports 
of agricultural products in the 
province will increase. Citizens 
in Prey Veng are very diligent in 
agricultural work,” he said.

Somethy said while the 
agricultural sector has pro-
gressed in Prey Veng, it’s lack-
ing in other areas, such as 
manufacturing.

When there is investment in 
factories, the number of citi-
zens that migrate locally and 
abroad will reduce, he said.

“There are 220,000 people 
who have migrated locally 
and abroad in our province – 
170,000 migrated locally and 
50,000 abroad,” he said.

According to a report posted 

on Minister of Agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries Veng 
Sakhon’s Facebook page, the 
provincial Department of Agri-
culture, Forestry and Fisheries 
director Ouk Samnang said Prey 
Veng produced more food than 
any other province in 2019.

“Prey Veng is considered the 
number one province in food 

production. This province can 
be compared to a beautiful 
lady who we never noticed.

“For the past 10 years, 
the agriculture sector has 
grown. The most notice-
able increase came in rice 
crops. We produced 1.3 mil-
lion tons of rice from 2019 to 
2020,” Samnang said.

Prey Veng provincial governor Chea Somethy said Prey Veng is the most important province in the Kingdom’s 
agricultural sector. Among its 1,245,127 citizens, he said 78.6 per cent are farmers. CounCil of Ministers

Houses built on the canal in the capital’s Meanchey district. HonG MeneA

Angkor Archaeological Park is currently the 
biggest draw for international tourists. HonG 
MeneA



Vietnamese  
workers in 
Koh Kong
questioned 

THE General Depart-
ment of Immigration 
(GDI) is questioning 49 

Vietnamese nationals who 
were working illegally in 
Koh Kong province to build a 
case and send them back to 
Vietnam, its Department of 
Investigation and Procedure 
director Kem Sarin said on 
Thursday.

GDI forces and provincial 
authorities found the 49 
workers, including three 
women, staying illegally 
on 18 sand dredgers in 
Sre Ambel district’s Bak 
Angroth and Cher Tal 
Pneas villages.

After investigating, 
authorities found that they 
did not have legal docu-
ments or passports.

“Legally, we have to 
send them back from 
Cambodia because it is il-
legal for them to stay and 
work here,” Sarin said.

Provincial police chief 
Sam Khitvean said on 
Thursday that provincial 
police officers worked in 
collaboration with the GDI 
to detain the workers.

Khitvean said the 
responsibility of applying 
the law resides with the 
GDI.

He said one or two 
Vietnamese nationals had 
been sent back to Vietnam 
in the past for working 
illegally in Cambodia. 

The next legal step, 
which involves the own-
ers of sand-dredging 
businesses, is the de-
partment’s responsibil-
ity, he said. Voun Dara

Khouth Sophak Chakrya

S
EN Sok district po-
lice on Thursday 
sent a Koh Kong Pro-
vincial Court judge 

to the Phnom Penh Munici-
pal Court on manslaughter 
charges after he crashed his 
car into a woman riding a 
motorbike on Wednesday, 
killing her. 

District police chief Hour 
Meng Vang told The Post on 
Thursday that the judge, 
Kong Khemara, was de-
tained on Wednesday af-
ternoon after he crashed 
his car into 30-year-old Say 
Kimny’s motorbike on the 
Phnom Penh-Hanoi road in 
Kouk Khleang commune’s 
Roung Chakr village, in the 
capital’s Sen Sok district.

“After completing question-
ing, a police officer decided 
to file a case of unintention-
al manslaughter and sent 
him [Kong Khemara] to the 
Phnom Penh Municipal Court 
on Thursday afternoon.”

Meng Vang said Khemara 
claimed Kimny stole his 
wallet containing almost 
$10,000 in cash while he 
was walking into a barber-
shop in Phnom Penh Thmei 
commune’s Pong Peay vil-
lage. He said he followed 
her in his car as she drove 
away on her motorbike.

He said he made a ma-
noeuvre to avoid a car in 
front of him, which caused 
him to crash into Kimny’s 
motorbike.

Meng Vang said Kimny 
was a resident of Khmuonh 
commune’s Sen Sok village 

in Sen Sok district. Her body 
was handed over to her fam-
ily for final rites.

Khemara’s sports utility ve-
hicle and Kimny’s motorbike 
were taken to the district po-
lice station where they are 
being temporarily stored.

Ministry of Justice secre-
tary of state Kim Santepheap 
said in principle, people have 
the right to detain someone 
who has stolen from them so 
they can send the perpetra-
tor to police for questioning 
and legal proceedings.

But victims of theft can-
not use violence that causes 
injury or death to a suspect 
or perpetrator.

Santepheap said the pub-
lic often gets confused as to 

who is to blame when acci-
dents between cars and mo-
torcycles occur. They often 
blame the car’s driver when 
a victim on a motorbike is 
injured or killed.

“The law of road traffic 
accidents doesn’t identify 
matters that way,” he said.

In regard to the accident 
involving Khemara and 
Kimny, Santepheap said: “I 
think we should let the au-
thorities and relevant bod-
ies investigate and take the 
necessary steps.”

Phnom Penh Municipal 
Court spokesman Kuch Kim-
long told The Post that the 
case was still under investi-
gation by the prosecutor.

It should be recalled that 

on August 12, 2018, a Chi-
nese woman, Yuan Tang, 
caused the death of a person 
after she followed a group of 
thieves who stole her phone.

Tang was sentenced to pris-
on for an unknown amount 
of time by the Phnom Penh 
Municipal Court investigating 
Judge Theam Chanpiseth.

Kimlong said Tang was 
charged by municipal deputy 
prosecutor Va Sakada with two 
offences under the Criminal 
Code – intentional violence 
under Article 218 and inten-
tional violence which caused 
a death under Article 224. 

She was also charged un-
der Article 75 of the Road 
Traffic law for driving with-
out a licence.
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Niem Chheng

AT THE request of the Na-
tional Police, the Ministry of 
Public Works and Transport 
will issue temporary number 
plates and driving licenses to 
operators of modified vehi-
cles that serve the agriculture 
sector so it becomes easier 
to regulate them and assist 
farmers in their work.

Minister Sun Chanthol con-
firmed on Wednesday that he 
accepted the request made 
by National Police chief Neth 
Savoeun.

Chanthol said he would con-
sider amending the Road Traf-
fic law or issue a sub-decree 
to implement the measure.

“On the other hand, His Ex-
cellency [Neth Savoeun] men-
tioned the closure of vehicle 
modification facilities.  I agree 
with this. I mentioned this on 
several occasions, yet over 300 
facilities have still not received 
legal authorisation.

“The facilities are open. 
We cannot close them com-
pletely. So, I agree with him 
to close substandard vehicle 
modification facilities.”

Speaking at a review meeting 
of road traffic safety at the Min-
istry of Interior on Wednesday, 
Savoeun said traffic accidents 

were caused partly by poorly 
modified vehicles.

He received a report this 
week saying that over 5,000 
modified vehicles were being 
used in five provinces.

These vehicles are being 
used to transport unmilled 
rice, milled rice, materials 
and agricultural produce. 
He said vehicles modified to 
a low standard pose a high 

risk of traffic accidents.
In Vietnam, Savoeun said, 

modified vehicles were 
banned in 2008 and this led to 
a decrease in traffic accidents.

Thailand’s government pro-
mulgated a law permitting 
modified vehicles to be used 
for the agricultural sector and 
officials issued temporary 
number plates to Thais at a 
low price. 

Savoeun said the Thai gov-
ernment understood farmers 
and did not require owners of 
modified vehicles to pay road 
taxes and other taxes.

“I mentioned all of these 
points earlier with a link to 
citizens’ livelihoods.  Now all 
modified vehicles transport 
unmilled rice, milled rice and 
crops. This is necessary.

“Do we allow them to use the 

vehicles? Do we stop them or 
regulate the vehicles and issue 
number plates? This is a matter 
to be mulled over,” he said.

Savoeun requested Chan-
thol to examine all possibili-
ties of regulating modified 
vehicles in provinces by ban-
ning unauthorised vehicles.

He urged the minister to 
analyse the numbers of vehi-
cles, their technical standards 
and the operators. The min-
istry, Savoeun said, should 
deliver temporary number 
plates and set a timeframe for 
using the vehicles.

Savoeun said technicians 
should also find locations 
where the vehicles can be in-
spected and it can be deter-
mined whether they are per-
mitted to travel on national 
roads or only in villages, dis-
tricts and provinces.

The transport ministry’s Na-
tional Road Safety Committee 
spokesman Chhuon Von said 
there are 340 vehicle modifi-
cation garages in Cambodia.

Of the number, 327 were 
legally authorised and the 
remaining 13 were closed 
for being illegal. He said he 
doesn’t know how many 
modified vehicles exist in 
the country.

Hong Vannak, a researcher 

at the Royal Academy of Cam-
bodia, encouraged the modi-
fication of vehicles to serve 
the agricultural sector. But he 
requested that technical stan-
dards be considered, and rel-
evant institutions be required 
to properly inspect them.

“Overall, I request that we 
be allowed to have modified 
vehicles to promote small 
businesses and citizens’ liv-
ing standards. But I ask that 
[the ministry] monitor and 
inspect the type of modifica-
tions to conform to the vehi-
cle’s technical standards.”

Institute for Road Safety 
director Kong Ratanak said 
Cambodia should study the 
situation carefully. He said 
technical faults in vehicles 
accounted for two per cent of 
traffic accidents in the King-
dom.

“As a long-term goal, we 
should not use them anymore. 
But as an immediate solution, 
we have to set technical and 
safety standards for existing 
modified vehicles. They are 
required to be registered to 
be regulated as mentioned by 
Savoeun,” he said. 

He urged the government to 
give people time to alter their 
vehicles to be in line with the 
technical standards.

Long Kimmarita

THE Preah Vihear Provincial Court has 
dropped all charges against eight eth-
nic Kuoy villagers who were in a land 
dispute with the Hengfu Group Sugar 
Industry Co ltd since 2014.

Wednesday’s decision was made 
by the judge who tried the case on 
June 10. The eight were accused of 
detention and illegal confinement.

Defence lawyer Sam Tithseyha told 
The Post on Thursday it was the right 
decision because they are the vic-
tims and this decision shows their in-
nocence as they are not guilty of the 
charges and have good names in so-
ciety. 

He said the court’s decision is a 
sign of a reformed system that deliv-
ers justice.

“The decision to let my clients go 
free is appreciated, and I suggest it 
serve as a model to all other provin-
cial and municipal courts to keep as 
an example to find the truth in land 
conflicts between citizens and pow-
erful men and companies,” he said.

In 2014, many citizens living at 
the Boss Thom village, Brame com-
mune, Tbeng Meanchey district 
were having land conflicts with 
Heng Fu and two company bulldoz-
ers were allegedly seized. 

After this happened, 16 citizens, 
including 14 ethnic Kuoy villagers, 
were accused of detention and ille-
gal confinement.

One official from the Ponlok Khmer 
NGO was accused of conspiracy fol-
lowing a complaint from the bulldoz-
er drivers of the Chinese company.

As the lawsuit and protests dragged 
on, the official and some citizens had 
their charges dropped by the court, 
Adhoc coordinator lor Chan in Preah 
Vihear province told The Post.

Chan called Wednesday’s final de-
cision good news for the community 
and the accused.

Transport ministry mulls legalising home-made trucks 

P  Vihear court  
drops charges 
against villagers

Judge lands in court after 
crashing into alleged thief

Koh Kong Provincial Court jusge Kong Khemara alleges the victim stole his wallet as he was walking to 
a barbershop, which prompted him to give chase. FaCEBooK

Many of the modified vehicles are used to transport unmilled rice, milled rice, materials and agricultural 
produce. FaCEBooK
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Government 
set to make up 
for cancelled 
April holiday
Khorn Savi

T
HE government is 
set to make up for a 
five-day Khmer New 
year holiday late this 

month or early next month. 
The holiday was earlier can-
celled due to the onset of 
Covid-19. 

The announcement is ex-
pected on Friday as the gov-
ernment is studying a range 
of reopening initiatives to 
ease the Kingdom back to 
normalcy, including easing 
restrictions on some foreign 
airline passengers.

Minister of Economy and 
Finance Aun Pornmoniroth 
is expected to mention the 
holiday and the foreign trav-
eller restrictions at a meeting 
of the National Committee to 
Combat Covid-19, according 
to ministry spokesman Meas 
Soksensan.

Soksensan told The Post the 
days off to make up for the 
Khmer New year are being re-
viewed. The minister also said 
certain foreign airline passen-

gers – investors and experts – 
will be exempt from posting 
the $3,000 deposit and having 
$50,000 in health insurance.

“If we can ease restrictions we 
will ease them,” Sokensan said.

According to a leaked voice-
mail on social media, Hun 
Sen advised Pornmoniroth 
on july 5 to lead a meeting of 
the National Committee to 
Combat Covid-19 to examine 
the possibility of making up 
for a five-day break as Cam-
bodia is bringing Covid-19 
under control.

“The point is, I allowed the 
Ministry of Education, youth 
and Sport to hold examina-
tions. It is time for us to make 
up for days off for citizens, 
workers, staff and civil ser-
vants when we didn’t allow 
them to take the days off dur-
ing the Khmer New year.

“I think perhaps the days off 
can occur late this july or early 
next August,” he said.

Hun Sen also called on Porn-
moniroth and Minister of Health 
Mam Bun Heng to discuss ways 
to ease measures for foreign 

passengers who are investors 
and experts on building roads 
and bridges in Cambodia. 

“I observed that this point 
carries a high risk to our coun-
try’s economy that affects in-
vestors and those who work in 
Cambodia.  Investors might not 
return to our country and they 
won’t leave our country either.

“If they leave, they leave for-
ever. Experts and technicians 

who work here visited their 
native countries, and they 
cannot come and employers 
cannot guarantee ...

“We have a lot of contracts 
with foreign companies from 
japan and China which build 
roads and bridges,” Hun Sen 
said.

 The prime minister said 
the easing of the measure in 
the coming days would at-

tract new investors and retain 
old ones. But if such foreign-
ers test positive for Covid-19, 
they will cover treatment fees 
on their own.

On june 16, the government 
decided not to require foreign 
passengers who are diplomats 
to deposit $3,000 and have 
$50,000 in health insurance. 
Diplomats will also receive 
treatment free of charge in 

case they contract Covid-19.
On july 3, health ministry 

secretary of state york Sambath 
confirmed that the ministry 
had received $9 million in de-
posits from 3,000 foreign pas-
sengers who travelled to Cam-
bodia between june 15 and 30.

Money left over after hotel 
costs, testing and travelling 
fees were returned after a 14-
day quarantine.

According to a leaked voicemail on social media, Prime Minister Hun Sen advised the national Covid-19 committee to examine the possibility of 
making up for a five-day break as Cambodia is bringing Covid-19 under control. Hean Rangsey

Soth Koemsoeun

AN ONlINE reporter at TNM 
TV Online asked that his court 
appearance on assault charg-
es be delayed so he could hire 
a defence lawyer.

Sem Bunna, who is accused 
of assaulting six people from 
a neighbouring family last 
year, said on Thursday that 
he made the request to the 
Phnom Penh Municipal Court 
and does not know when he 
will be called again. 

Bunna is the subject of an 
assault complaint although 
he claims he was the victim. 
The fight was not related to 
his work as a reporter.

He said in November last 
year, six people attacked him 
resulting in him suffering a 
broken jaw, a broken front 
tooth and neck injuries. The 
incident happened in Boe-
ung Salang commune, Tuol 

Kork district. Police arrested 
two people – his neighbours 
Ol Sam Ath and Ol Phearum.

“After being sent to the mu-
nicipal court, the court decided 
to release both of them. They 
then filed a complaint stating 
that I was the one who caused 
the violence,” he said.

Bunna said there was a ver-
bal dispute between his fami-
ly and another family that led 
to a physical confrontation.

Sem Bora, the founder of 
TNM TV Online, on Thursday 
urged the court to reconsider 
the trial according to the facts 
to give justice to Bunna.

“It is very unfair. The of-
fenders did not agree to com-
pensate the victim but even 
filed a complaint against him. 
We have evidence and video 
of the violence. Some hit 
him with sticks while others 
kicked the victim brutally,” 
Bora said.

Reporter seeks delay 
in court appearance

Eighty replacement peacekeepers 
set for Mali mission despite Covid
Khouth Sophak Chakrya

EIGHTy Cambodian blue hel-
met soldiers who completed 
the peacekeeping mission 
under the uN umbrella in Mali 
will return to Cambodia on 
Friday, said the Centre for 
Peacekeeping Forces spokes-
woman Kosal Malida. 

“To protect their fami-
lies and communities from 
the Covid-19 pandemic, the 
80 are required to be quar-
antined for 14 days at the 
Training Centre for Multina-
tional Peacekeeping Forces in 
Phnom Sruoch, in Kampong 
Speu province, according to 
safety measures of the Minis-
try of Health,” she said.

Malida said Cambodia on 
Wednesday sent 80 replace-
ment troops from the Airport 
Engineering unit 972 and un-
exploded Ordnance Disposal 
unit 882 to fulfil the humani-
tarian mission in Mali.

Those forces were kept in 
quarantine for 14 days at the 
Training Centre for Multina-
tional Peacekeeping Forces, 
under the strict supervision 
of the World Health Organisa-
tion in Cambodia. 

“Even though the world is 
experiencing the Covid-19 
pandemic, Cambodia is not 
reluctant to send our blue 
helmet forces to join the 
peacekeeping mission under 
the uN,” Malida said.

She said Cambodian forces 

have had many accomplish-
ments in the Mali mission. 
until this year, the number of 
female troops had increased by 
over 17 per cent. Cambodia was 
ranked 17 out of 127 countries 
in the number of female forces 
sent on uN missions, and ranks 
second in Southeast Asia.

A Cambodian Blue Helmet 
peacekeeper, Sar Savy, recent-

ly died from Covid-19 in Mali. 
The solider was a 63-year-old 
major general in Mkak com-
mune’s Chong Boeung village 
in Kandal province’s Angk Sn-
uol district. 

His body was buried in Mali 
under the arrangement of the 
head of the uN and the gov-
ernment of Mali.

uN secretary-general Antonio 

Guterres sent a letter to Prime 
Minister Hun Sen expressing his 
condolences to the Cambodian 
government. He also sent a let-
ter to Savy’s family.

To date, Cambodia has had 
five peacekeeping units total-
ling 787 soldiers fulfilling mis-
sions under the uN umbrella in 
lebanon, Sudan, South Sudan, 
Mali and Central Africa.

Some of the 80 Cambodian peacekeepers assigned to a mission in Mali prepare for departure at the Phnom 
Penh International Airport on July 8. InfoRmatIon mInIstRy

The online reporter said there was a verbal dispute between his family 
and another family that led to a physical confrontation. facebook
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Cambodia 
set to donate 
to BRI fund

Cambodia and five other 
countries have agreed to 
donate $180.2 million to a 

multilateral fund to support in-
frastructure construction projects 
under China’s belt and Road ini-
tiative (bRi), the Chinese ministry 
of Finance said on Wednesday.

The fund was set up by the 
multilateral Cooperation Centre 
for development Finance.

The centre is a multilat-
eral coordination mechanism 
jointly launched last year by 
the ministry, the manila-based 
Chinese-led asian development 
bank (adb), asian infrastructure 
investment bank (aiib) and six 
other multilateral development 
institutions, including the World 
bank Group and inter-american 
development bank.

approved by the aiib board of 
directors, the aiib is the fund 
trustee and the executive agency 
of the centre’s projects. The bank 
also will establish a secretariat 
to support the centre’s operation, 
the ministry said in a statement 
on its website.

The statement listed the donat-
ing countries as the Kingdom, 
China, Egypt, Saudi arabia, 
Hungary and the Philippines.

The ministry said it unveiled 
plans for the centre at the First 
belt and Road Forum for inter-
national Cooperation in 2017. 
CHINA DAILY/ASIA NEWS NETWORK
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4,092 1.3504 6.9879 107.32 4.2625 1.3924 31.19 0.6983 1.1323 1.2638

Trading informaTion on Cambodia SeCuriTieS exChange

Auction Trading Method (ATM)

no SToCk CloSing PriCe oPening PriCe high low

1 ABC 17,880 17,920 17,920 17,800

2 GTI 3,200 - 3,200 3,200

3 PAS 15,800 15,680 16,000 15,540

4 PPAP 11,580 11,600 11,700 11,020

5 PPSP 2,330 2,330 2,330 2,210

6 PWSA 5,600 5,600 5,620 5,500

Date: July 9, 2020

Continued from page 1

He said Cambodia wants an 
agreement with India because 
it has a very large market that 
is “greatly beneficial” to the 
Cambodian economy.

Cambodian Chamber of 
Commerce vice-president 
lim Heng told The Post that 
if Cambodia could reach an 
FTA with India, the Kingdom 
would become a more attrac-
tive destination for foreign 
investors.

“If we have this agreement, 
Indian enterprises will look to 
Cambodia to set up processing 
factories to export to India and 
other destinations,” he said.

Data from the Indian em-
bassy in Cambodia said 
the trade volume between 
the two countries reached 

$249.92 million in 2019, up 
10.24 per cent compared to 
2018’s $226.69 million.

Cambodia exported goods 
to India worth $82.09 million 
last year, up 69.43 per cent 
from 2018, while imports 
amounted to $167.83 million, 
down 5.8 per cent.

Indian investment is worth 
$19.8 million. The country is 
among the top 10 foreign in-
vestors in Cambodia. India’s 
main investments are in ma-
chinery, agriculture, energy, 
construction and mining.

Separately, Cambodia began 
FTA negotiations with South 
Korea on Thursday, Thay said.

And before August 12, Prime 
Minister Hun Sen is due to 
visit Beijing to witness the 
signing of the bilateral trade 
agreement with China.

Consumer inflation rises 2.5% in H1
May Kunmakara

C
AMBODIA registered 
a remarkably sound 
consumer inflation 
rate of 2.5 per cent 

in the first half (H1) of this 
year by virtue of the slow rise 
in food prices, slipping petrol 
rates and stabilisation of local 
currency against the uS dol-
lar, the National Bank of Cam-
bodia (NBC) said in its semi-
annual report on Wednesday.

The central bank said the in-
crease in prices for foodstuffs 
was driven down to four per 
cent from the beginning of 
the year by Covid-19 disrup-
tions to goods transport.

With the unforeseen plunge 
in global oil prices in mid-
january weighing heavily on 
the market, petrol-related 
goods and services saw a 3.5 
per cent deflation over the 
first half, it said. Retail petrol 
price slid to 2,950 riel ($0.72) 
per litre from 3,650 in the sec-
ond half of last year.

NBC governor Chea Chanto 
said the Covid-19 outbreak 
snowballed into a global 
health catastrophe and creat-
ed an economic predicament 
eclipsing in severity the 2008-
2009 Financial Crisis.

This, he said, has delivered 
a devastating blow to key pil-
lars of the Kingdom’s econo-
my – trade, investment and 

international visitors.
“Against this backdrop, 

Cambodia has laid out a 
handful of measures to con-
trol the spread of Covid-19. 
Be that as it may, we have 
a steadfast macroeconomy 
. . . we managed to maintain 
low inflation and a stable ex-

change rate,” Chanto said.
The banking sector saw 

strong growth and actively 
contributed to providing li-
quidity to the economy, he 
said, adding that deposits 
and loan balances continued 
to grow amid the mounting 
economic challenges.

“The main risks to the bank-
ing sector stemming from 
the continued Covid-19 pan-
demic include a decline in 
the incomes of people and 
businesses which could result 
in the stifled growth of loans 
and deposits, a slump in the 
construction and real estate 

industry and a slowdown in 
foreign capital inflows into the 
banking industry,” he said.

Business Research Institute 
for Cambodia CEO and chief 
economist Hiroshi Suzuki 
told The Post that the King-
dom’s first half consumer 
inflation rate was very stable 
and reflected the authorities’ 
efforts to stabilise the macro-
economy.

“We appreciate the great 
efforts expended by the Na-
tional Bank of Cambodia 
and the Ministry of Economy 
and Finance to stabilise the 
macroeconomy of Cambodia 
even in this very tough situa-
tion under Covid-19.

“Although the international 
market price [of oil and other 
commodities] fluctuated, now 
we can see stabilised prices 
because of the decreasing 
demand in the world market 
under Covid-19.

“I would like to agree with 
the estimated inflation rates 
by the NBC and other interna-
tional organisations which all 
show stable inflation rates,” 
Suzuki said.

The exchange rate of the lo-
cal currency appreciated 1.6 
per cent to 4,104 riel against 
the greenback, compared to 
4,036 riel in the same period 
last year, said the NBC. It pre-
dicted that inflation will re-
main at 2.5 per cent.

Consumer inflation rate climbed 2.5 per cent in the first half of this year. FRESH NEWS

With FTA, ‘India will set up 
factories here for export’

ARDB farm loans now total $37M
Thou Vireak

lOAN applications to the state-
owned Agricultural and Rural 
Development Bank (ARDB) 
reached $37 million on Thurs-
day since it announced the 
launch of a $50 million emer-
gency fund for small and medi-
um-sized enterprises (SMEs) 
on March 16.

ARDB director-general Kao 
Thach told The Post that the 
bank has received 350 loan 
applications since the govern-
ment launched the fund. More 
than $10 million in loans have 
been approved.

He said: “Fish and animals 
farmers have applied for the 
most loans, follows by vegeta-
ble growers.

“These lacklustre approval 
figures are a consequence of 
slow document processing in 

some areas, which held back the 
overall approval procedure.”

He said the loan scheme 
would allow SMEs in agro-in-
dustry to expand their busi-
nesses and enhance their pro-
duction lines, aiming to hone 

their competitive edge and 
reducing imports from neigh-
bouring countries.

“We will continue to invite 
and encourage those who 
need capital to expand their 
business to file for loan appli-
cations under our one-of-a-
kind scheme,” said Thach.

A farmer from Banteay 
Meanchey province, who 
declined to be named, said he 
is considering applying for a 
loan to expand his cultivation of 
Australian red-claw crayfish.

He said the crayfish – also 
known by its scientific name 
Cherax quadricarinatus – has 
become a highly marketable 
commodity, with a price of 
$30 per kg.

“I am interested in borrow-
ing money from the bank 
because of the low interest 
rate. I have just started crayfish 

farming and have more than 
4,000, and I want more capital 
to raise even more,” he said.

The ARDB currently offers 
loans ranging between $10,000 
and $300,000.

The government in May 
decided to cut the annual 
interest rates from six to five 
per cent for working capital 
and from 6.5 to 5.5 per cent for 
capital investment, without 
service charges.

Thach said at a signing cer-
emony with Wing (Cambodia) 
limited Specialised Bank late 
in May that the ARDB could 
receive some parts of the Min-
istry of Economy and Finance’s 
$300 million financing, which 
will allocate additional financ-
ing to support and play a cata-
lyst role to boost growth in key 
sectors during and after the 
Covid-19 crisis.

ARDB director-general Kao Thach 
says he will continue to encourage 
people to file for loan applications. 
KAO THACH VIA FACEBOOK



Thai firm 
buys two 
wind power 
farms in VN 
across from 
Cambodia

THAILAND’S Gulf 
Energy Development 
Plc has announced the 

purchase of two wind power 
farms worth $200 million in 
Vietnam.

The move aims to take 
advantage of low building 
costs and a quick return on 
investment.

The company reported 
to the Stock Exchange of 
Thailand that it entered into 
a share purchase agreement 
with Dien Xanh Gia Lai In-
vestment Energy JSC (DGI), 
the developer and operator 
of the two onshore wind 
farm projects, each with a 
capacity of 50MW.

The projects, located in Gia 
Lai province’s Ia Grai district, 
will be wholly owned by a 
subsidiary of Gulf Energy 
Development Plc, namely 
Gulf International Holding 
Pte (GIH), holding a licence 
to develop and operate the 
wind farms.

Ia Grai borders Andong 
Meas district’s Nhang 
commune in Cambodia’s 
Ratanakkiri province.

Gulf’s executive director 
and chief financial officer 
Yupapin Wangviwat said the 
projects would generate 
and sell power to Vietnam 
Electricity for 20 years, as 
reported by Bangkok Post. 
They are expected to start 
construction next year.

Gulf Energy Development 
CEO Sarath Ratanavadi 
said low interest rates have 
made asset acquisition 
attractive. Gulf is looking 
at several more renewable 
energy projects to acquire 
in Asia and Europe. VIET NAM 

NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK
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yellow banana exports 
soar 150% in first half
Hin Pisei

C
AMBODIA has ex-
ported 147,760 
tonnes of fresh yellow 
bananas to the inter-

national market this year as of 
Wednesday, soaring a whop-
ping 150 per cent over the same 
time last year, Minister of Agri-
culture, Forestry and Fisheries 
Veng Sakhon said on Thursday.

He told The Post that the 
surge in exports was under-
pinned by international rec-
ognition of the quality of the 
Kingdom’s yellow bananas 
and growing trade relations, 
more notably so this year.

“Official banana exports 
over the period are experi-
encing accelerated year-on-
year growth, with shipments 
going to China, Vietnam and 
japan,” Sakhon said.

He also accredited the 
growth to actions taken by the 
authorities to train farmers and 
investment companies on cul-
tivation techniques and their 

campaign to showcase the po-
tential of Cambodian products 
in markets around the world.

But he stressed that Cambo-
dia must brainstorm appro-
priate and effective transport 
solutions to speed up ship-
ments of bananas and mini-
mise time and money loses.

long Sreng Hua jian Agri-
culture Development Co ltd 
director Heng Davy told The 
Post that the company re-
corded unremarkable figures 
in the first six months of this 
year due to limited productive 
capacity of its banana farms.

The company owns about 
200ha of yellow bananas out 
of the 1,000ha cultivated in 
Kampong Cham province.

As demand from China now 
outpaces her company’s ship-
ping capacity, Davy said plans 
to further expand cultivation 
are on the cards.

The company logged 22,762 
tonnes of banana exports in 
the first five months of this 
year, of which 14,414 tonnes 

were shipped to Vietnam and 
8,348 to China.

Ngin Chhay, the director-
general of the ministry’s Gen-
eral Directorate of Agriculture, 
previously said there are nine 
banana plantations and pack-
aging facilities in Cambodia 
which have received approval 
from Chinese authorities for 
export to the country.

These are longmate Agricul-
ture Co ltd, long Sreng Hua 
jian Agriculture Development 
Co ltd, Reen Island Agricul-
tural Development (Cambo-
dia) ltd, Sovann Reachsey Co 
ltd, and Agricultural Develop-
ment (Cambodia) Co ltd.

Four exporters have recent-
ly received the same privilege 
– Hoang Anh Andong Meas, 
Hoang Anh lumphat, Daun 
Penh Agrico and Binhphuoc 
Kratie Rubber 2 – all of which 
are owned by the same parent 
firm, the Vietnam-based Ho-
ang Anh Gia lai Agricultural 
jSC (HAGl Agrico), Chhay 
said.

AIRASIA Group Bhd boss Tony 
Fernandes insisted on Thursday 
the top budget carrier would 
emerge “stronger” from the 
coronavirus pandemic despite 
a warning about its future, and 
said the airline was hopeful of 
raising a sizeable cash injection.

In an interview with AFP, 
the colourful CEO said he 
never imagined the indus-
try could face such a crisis, 
which has triggered massive 
layoffs worldwide and led to 
some carriers collapsing.

“I never believed the avia-
tion industry could be hit this 
hard. But . . . we are still fly-
ing,” he said from his office in 
downtown Kuala lumpur.

“This will not go on forever. 
We will come out stronger.”

AirAsia pioneered low-cost 
travel across Asia in the early 
2000s, feeding insatiable de-
mand for cheap flights from 
a rapidly-emerging middle 
class, and became one of the 
region’s top budget carriers.

But the Malaysian carrier 
reported dismal first-quarter 
results this week after ground-
ing almost its entire fleet due 
to the virus, prompting au-
ditor Ernst & young Global 
ltd to warn of “significant 
doubts” about its future.

It also noted the airline’s li-
abilities currently exceeded 
its assets by 1.84 billion ring-
git ($430 million).

Fernandes said the airline 
could not “run away” from 
the assessment but added: 
“We had four months of no 
revenue, that does not mean 
liabilities will exceed assets 
for the rest of our lives.”

AirAsia was taking steps to 
minimise costs, including 
cutting about 7.5 per cent of 
23,000 staff across its busi-
nesses, he said, but added 
that he hoped there would 
not be any further job losses.

Fernandes said the airline 
was in talks with international 
and local lenders to raise funds 

to weather the crisis, adding 
that he was hoping to raise 
“more than one billion” ring-
git – and possibly up to double 
that within six months.

Business has rebounded 
strongly since flights resumed 
in late April, and Fernandes 
said he was confident condi-
tions would improve, particu-
larly in AirAsia’s key markets.

He said: “We are flying do-
mestically, we know that inter-
national flights are not far away.

“AirAsia is in a good market 
because Covid has been pret-
ty well controlled in [South-
east Asia] and North Asia.”

He said the impact on bud-
get carriers would not be as 
severe because people were 
more likely to fly short-haul.

long-haul travel would “take 
a while” to recover, he added.

He also played down specu-
lation AirAsia might merge 
with crisis-wracked Malaysia 
Airlines, the country’s flag 
carrier, saying the airlines 
served different markets.

“A country needs a full ser-
vice airline and a country 
needs a budget airline,” said 
Fernandes, who has carved 
an image for himself as Asia’s 
answer to Richard Branson.

But Fernandes, who is also 
the co-owner of london foot-
ball club Queens Park Rang-
ers, added that the carriers 
could collaborate in areas like 
engineering.

Malaysia Airlines has strug-
gled to recover from two crises 
in 2014 and the government 
has been seeking a strategic 
partner for the carrier.

The auditor’s warning sent 
AirAsia’s share price tum-
bling almost 18 per cent on 
Wednesday, although it re-
bounded six per cent to 0.75 
ringgit on Thursday.

And Fernandes insisted he 
was “confident” about the fu-
ture. “We’ve got to laugh, we’ve 
got to be positive . . . Flying is 
not going to disappear.” AFP

AirAsia set to emerge 
stronger, CEO says

Vietnam to increase rice exports to Eu under EVFTA
RICE quotas for Vietnam under the 
Vietnam-Eu Free Trade Agreement 
(EVFTA) are expected to push the 
country’s rice exports up from the sec-
ond half of this year, the Ministry of 
Industry and Trade (MoIT) said.

under the EVFTA effective from 
August 1, the Eu pledges to provide 
an annual rice quota of 80,000 tonnes 
to Vietnam and completely liberalise 
trade in broken rice. After three to five 
years, tariffs on rice products will be 
slashed to zero per cent.

MoIT’s Department of Import and 
Export deputy director Tran Thanh 
Hai said Vietnam had a modest value 
at $10.7 million from rice exports to 
the Eu owing to the high import tariffs 
in the market.

At present, the Eu’s import tariffs for 
Vietnamese rice is €175 ($200) per tonne 
of milled rice, €65 per tonne of broken 
rice and €211 per tonne of paddy.

Hai told the Hai quan (Customs) 
newspaper: “The rice quotas of 80,000 
tonnes to Vietnam according to the 
commitments in the EVFTA is an 
opportunity for Vietnam to enhance 
its rice exports to this market, which 
has annual demand of about 2.5 mil-
lion tonnes of rice.”

Meanwhile, the Eu also sets a range 

of conditions for those quotas such as 
origin certificates on Vietnamese rice. 
The rice exported to Eu must have 
authenticity certificates issued by 
Vietnamese authorities.

To take advantage, the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Rural Development 
(MARD) and the MoIT are compiling 
a draft decree guiding the registration 
process for certification of rice catego-
ries exported to the Eu to submit to 
the government for approval.

According to the draft, eligible rice 
varieties exported to the Eu must 
meet Vietnam’s technical standards 
and regulations on quality, region cul-
tivating rice varieties, and processes 
of harvesting, preserving, grinding, 
milling and packaging rice.

Pham Thai Binh, director-general of 
the Can Tho city-based Trung An 
High-tech Agriculture jSC, said Viet-
namese rice meeting the require-
ments to enter the Eu with low tariffs 
would help Vietnam increase its rice 
exports in the future.

“When the tariff for Vietnamese rice 
is reduced to zero per cent, it gives 
local rice products more advantages 
in competing with rice from Cambo-
dia and other countries in the Eu 
market,” Binh said.

The agricultural sector expects to sig-
nificantly increase exports of many key 
products until 2025 thanks to the EVFTA, 
such as rice (up 65 per cent), sugar (eight 
per cent), pork (four per cent), forestry 
products (three per cent) and cattle and 
poultry meat (four per cent).

However, those products must over-

come many trade barriers of the Eu, 
such as technical barriers on origin, 
product quality and intellectual prop-
erty protection.

Therefore, experts said that local 
farmers and businesses in the agricul-
ture sector have to improve produc-
tion capacity and product quality, find 

export markets and build brands for 
agricultural products.

In the long term, strict regulations on 
quality standards for exported Vietnam-
ese agricultural products, including 
rice, would force the agriculture sector 
to undertake comprehensive restruc-
turing in production and business.

Vietnam earned $1.71 billion from 
exporting nearly 3.5 million tonnes of 
rice in the first half of this year, up 17.9 
per cent in value and 4.4 per cent in 
volume year-on-year, data from 
MARD show. last month alone, 
409,000 tonnes of rice worth $207 mil-
lion was shipped abroad.

The Philippines was the top buyer 
between january and May, importing 
1.3 million tonnes of Vietnamese rice 
worth $598.6 million, or 40 per cent of 
total rice exports. They were up 23 per 
cent in volume and 42 per cent in 
value from a year earlier.

During the first five months, markets 
to which the value of rice exports 
enjoyed the strongest year-on-year 
growth were Senegal (18.3-fold), Indo-
nesia (2.9-fold), and China (2.3-fold).

Meanwhile, rice export prices 
increased 13 per cent from the same 
period last year to average $485 per 
tonne. VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Vietnam earned $1.71 billion from exporting nearly 3.5 million tonnes of rice in the first 
half of this year, up 17.9 per cent in value and 4.4 per cent in volume year-on-year. 
VIETNAM NEWS AGENCY/VIET NAM NEWS

Cambodia exported 147,760 tonnes of fresh yellow bananas as of Wednesday. SUPPLIED



Sangeetha Amarthalingam

‘W
e are going on 
the offensive,” 
Vongsey Vis-
soth, Ministry of 

economy and Finance permanent 
secretary of state asserted at a 
briefing on the Covid-19 stimulus 
package. “expect more borrowings 
because we need to spend a lot [to 
boost the economy],” he said.

The government is switching gears 
to boost competitiveness by devel-
oping skills, making trade efficient 
and improving infrastructure.

To do this, it first needs to bump up 
borrowings to $1.16 billion for credit 
relief ($600 million) and cash aid for 
suspended workers and the poor 
($564 million) by raising funds.

Observers acknowledge that this 
is necessary. But with the global 
economic slowdown and Cambodia 
coming to a head, particularly with 
plunging garment exports and tour-
ist arrivals, and rice tariff pressure 
from the West, the decision to bor-
row could have a daunting outcome.

The $8.2 billion approved budget 
for 2020, which included expendi-
ture for the anticipated partial with-
drawal of the everything but arms 
scheme by the eU, was among its 
largest in many years, but it was not 
built to handle Covid-19.

“We have been preparing for the 
eBa withdrawal since 2013 based on 
the strong economic growth for six 
to seven years. We had the resources 
to see it through, but after February, 
when we noticed that Covid-19 was 
not only in China, we had to rethink 
the budget,” Vongsey said.

Initial moves saw the rationalisation 
of expenditure such as overseas trips 
and large infrastructure projects re-
lease some $900 million. But civil ser-
vants salary of $2.1 billion and invest-

ments that created jobs continued.
Government data showed that na-

tional revenue was likely to drop 20-
30 per cent year-on-year from $6.9 
billion on the back of reduced taxes 
and falling exports.

along with that, savings is also ex-
pected to decline between $800 and 
$900 million this year, a far cry from 
the $3 billion savings of 2019.

Now, the insufficient funds for the 
Covid-19 stimulus package and less-
er capital inflow has already seen 
the government seeking credit, the 
latest being $250 million from the 
asian Development Bank.

Under the budget for 2020, Cambo-
dia has a debt ceiling of $1.4 billion in 
special drawing rights (SDr) or equiva-
lent to $1.9 billion (based on exchange 
rates) from development partners to 
augment its funding, including some 

from the revenue in 2019.
Comparatively, the 2019 public debt 

statistical bulletin showed that Cam-
bodia borrowed only $927 million 
SDr ($1.3 billion), which accounted 
for 66.2 per cent of the debt ceiling.

In the current economic landscape 
with growth forecast to fall to -1.9 
per cent this year, a double down on 
loans could impact the economy in 
the future, but Vongsey assured that 
the Kingdom can afford it.

Seemingly, there are no plans to 
seek a moratorium on debt repay-
ments or restructure with its develop-
ment partners. “No. We don’t want to 
anger our creditors,” he told The Post.

What about the cancellation of 
accumulated old debts of $631.68 
million to the US and russia as of 
December 31, 2019?

again, he was vehement with his re-
sponse, “No, we are able to pay back 
the old debts. We are not appealing 
. . . we don’t want [to do] that.”

However, anecdotal evidence has 
revealed that the ministry is work-
ing hard to cancel those debts, a 
process that is being reviewed by 
the creditors. Some $11.6 million 
has been rescheduled.

Ministry spokesman Meas Sok-
sensan pointed out that according 
to the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF), Cambodia is considered a 
low-risk indebted country and can 

borrow up to 40 per cent of GDP 
without risk.

That might have been the case be-
fore Covid-19. But now?

Diminishing grants
In May, the World Bank expressed 

concern that a widening fiscal defi-
cit to nearly nine per cent could re-
sult in the public debt ratio expand-
ing to 35 per cent of gross domestic 
product (GDP) by 2022, from 30 per 
cent in 2019.

and more so now, as Cambodia 
starts the process of migrating from 
a least developed country (LDC) 
next year to become an upper mid-
dle income nation by 2030.

Of course, the process is extensive 
and full graduation is not likely to 
occur for six years or more, but once 
it is complete, official development 
assistance (ODa) or grants would 
eventually dry up.

“as Cambodia develops, its suc-
cesses will come at a price. In this 
case, the loss of concessions and 
preferences, and the decline 
in aid and other ODa flows.

“This will happen gradu-
ally, therefore Cambodia 
has time to prepare. But 
it must start doing so 
i m - m e d i a t e l y,” 

said Jayant 
Menon, a 
visiting se-

nior fel-
low of 

t h e 

Institute of Southeast asian Studies 
(ISeaS-Yusof Ishak Institute).

The pandemic will further reduce 
ODas for some time as developed 
nations deal with their own slump in 
growth and other domestic problems 
such as rising unemployment, he said.

The Development Cooperation 
and Partnership Strategy 2019-2023 
outlined that overall trends in aid 
in the form of external cooperation 
indicate a gradual decline from the 
peak of $1.5 billion in 2012, which 
is consistent with the experience of 
countries transitioning to middle-
income country status.

The decline in ODa grant has 
been mitigated by loan provisions 
from major bilateral and multilat-
eral partners such as China, which 
is Cambodia’s largest single bilat-
eral creditor and owes $3.6 billion 
or 47.5 per cent of total outstanding 
loans as of December 31, 2019.

It is followed by multilateral credi-
tors the asian Development Bank 

(aDB) ($1.4 billion) and World 
Bank ($586 million), and Japan 

($411.3 million) and South Ko-
rea ($385.04 million) in the 

corresponding period.
“This is the trend 

now, I tell you, with 
newly emerging 
[creditors] like Chi-
na. They want to 
lend you a lot of 
money, so do 
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       rePOrTSPeCIaL   rePOrT
‘On the offensive’: Cambodia to load up 

on loans to stimulate economy

The rice sector is at risk of tariff pressure from the West. yousos apdoulrashim

as the dust settles on the economy, Cambodia comes to grips with what needs to be done to turn 
the economy around, starting with a big shopping list for credit

Development finance projections to 2025

Source: Cambodian Rehabilitation and Development Board/ Council for the Development of Cambodia
               Development Finance Assessment update 2018
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 Cambodia’s outstanding public debt,
by creditor

(US$ million and percent of  total)

Source: Cambodian authorities (World Bank Economic Update, May 2020 )
Note: ADB = Asian Development Bank;
            RoK = Republic of  Korea;
            WBG = World Bank Group.
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Japan and Korea. They have increased 
[lending],” said Vongsey.

It should be noted though that the 
interest rates for concessional loans 
are often nominal, more so with mul-
tilateral development partners such 
as the aDB and the World Bank.

as for China, rates per annum 
are between zero and 1.25 per cent 
(yuan credit) and 2.5 per cent (US 
dollar debts).

asked if the fall of ODas due to the 
loss of LDC status puts Cambodia in 
a difficult spot with higher debt-to-
GDP ratio, Vongsey disagreed.

“as we migrate, we will use that 
period to borrow more. No problem 
[because] as we grow, we [will] bor-
row for investment, not consump-
tion. So why worry?”

This falls in line with Menon’s 
advice for Cambodia to continue 
preparing for the inevitable dimin-
ishing of ODas and private capital 
flows in the short to medium term 
although it faces a sharp decline in 
growth due to the global slowdown.

‘Devastating and unprecedented’
For now, the $1.16 billion budgeted 

for debt relief, workers allowance, 
loan intervention, skills training, and 
health aid will be spent this year.

Of that, $300 million has been 
allocated for 560,000 poor house-
holds, representing over 2.4 million 
citizens for June and July, and sus-
pended workers. Some $100 million 
was also set aside for skills training.

another $100 million was iden-
tified for the purchase of medical 
items including personal protective 
equipment, and health trainings 
and Covid-19 response.

Vongsey said the government ini-
tially adopted a defensive approach 
because the economy was badly hit 
by the pandemic.

The government had to support 
people and businesses which in-
cluded low-interest credit for small 
and medium enterprises, and pay-
outs for suspended workers.

“We have never experienced this 
. . . these are unprecedented mea-
sures. It is a devastating year. We 
had to adjust the budget. Lots of 
funds were reallocated for social 
aid and fiscal measures to ensure 
that the economy does not fall 
drastically.

“Being an open economy, we can-
not avoid the severe impact com-
pared to a closed one. It has been 
only six months since Covid-19, 
but both our formal and informal 
sectors have been badly affected. 

For now, we are on survival mode,” 
Vongsey said.

Seeing that the exit strategy, other-
wise known as the economic recov-
ery plan, is still being drawn up, the 
government sees some hope in the 
agriculture sector which was only 
slightly affected by the pandemic.

The farming sector makes up 40 per 
cent of the population. With the loss 
of jobs in the formal sector, first gen-
eration farmers can return to their 
provinces and work on the land.

“agriculture is not only self-sus-
taining but also addresses issues of 
national food security. So, we know 
that Cambodians won’t die of star-
vation,” Vongsey said.

In terms of investments, the gov-

ernment has shelved projects such 
as real estate investments that give 
rise to speculation.

“We have to distinguish real estate 
development and purchase of land. 
Some investments are not made to 
develop the land but to speculate. 
This is unproductive,” he stressed.

Not perfect but better
The road ahead is tough, which 

is why the government will put in 
place a strategy called the “finan-
cial economic architecture”, which 
involves the construction of a new 
foundation based on strategic and 
selective interventions.

“We will identify new trends in the 
world that dictate the new normal. 

We believe it will be different as there 
could be lower trade and higher pro-
tectionism,” he said, adding that this 
meant a shift towards the east.

It will push forth its free trade 
agreement with China, and focus 
more on the regional supply chain 
while identifying its strengths vis-à-
vis threats and potential growth.

“For all this to happen, we need 
resources. We need to spend more. 
Fortunately, we have the room to 
do that [but] we must borrow in the 
right manner.

“We cannot rely on garment and tour-
ism alone. We have to think long-term 
and short-term as the virus persists. We 
might not have a perfect option but it is 
a better option,” he said.

Major trends in disbursements of external cooperation

Source: Cambodian Rehabilitation and Development Board/ Council for the Development of Cambodia ODA Database



Amret microfinance 
Institution Plc and 
the ministry of Agri-
culture, Forestry and 

Fisheries (mAFF) have teamed 
up to use digital technology to 
empower rural farmers. 

together they rolled out on 
monday the Agriculture market 
mobile App – known as the 
CAmAgrimarket app – which 
will bring farmers, buyers, sell-
ers and all other stakeholders 
together on a common digital 
platform to better promote 
agri-business and make agri-
culture a more sustainable and 
lucrative sector. 

meach Yady, the head of the 
Agricultural marketing Office 
at mAFF, and Alan Wee, the 
chief commercial officer of 
Amret microfinance Institution 
Plc, share their views on their 
partnership.

Q Please explain more about 
the CAMAgriMarket.

MeACh YAdY: the CAmAgri-
market is an innovative 
platform to promote agricul-
tural business between local 
farmers and buyers and sellers. 
the CAmAgrimarket app can 
be downloaded easily for free. 
Available on both IOS and 
Android, it can be downloaded 
from the Apple Store and the 
Google Play Store. 

mAFF initiated the develop-
ment of the app with financial 
support from the Korea Agency 
of education, Promotion and 
Information Service in Food, 
Agriculture, Forestry and 
Fisheries.

Q Why was the CAMAgri-
Market app developed?

MeACh YAdY: Due to the ex-
plosive growth of smartphone 
and internet use in Cambodia in 
recent years, it is timely for the 
ministry to have developed the 
CAmAgrimarket mobile app, 
which serves to promote quick 
and easy access to agricultural 
market information by farmers, 
traders and other stakehold-
ers involved in the agricultural 
supply chain. 

this information will enable 
users of the app to source buy-
ers and sellers for products, op-
timise prices and build valuable 
networks of contacts through 
their smartphones.

the CAmAgrimarket app 
is a wide-ranging tool for 
facilitating trade, making it 
easy for buyers and sellers to 
come together by providing 
their details. 

It also provides the prices of 
a host of agricultural products 
– such as poultry, fish, fruits, 
cereals, meats, fertilisers, 
pesticides and processed 
agricultural products and other 
items such as farming tools.

Q how does MAFF collect the 
latest information on the 

pricing of agricultural products?

MeACh YAdY: the Agricultural 
marketing Office has 
adedicated team based at  
mAFF in Phnom Penh and 
across all the provinces. 

they collect information on 
wholesale agricultural prices 
three times a week and data on 
retail agricultural prices once 
a week from 30 major markets 
and other collection points 
across the Kingdom. 

this data is then collated, 
evaluated and uploaded on the 
Agricultural market Information 
Service website – amis.org.kh – 
and the CAmAgrimarket app.

Q how did this strategic 
partnership between 

Amret and MAFF start?

AlAn Wee: Amret has 
conducted various financial 
literacy training programmes 
for micro- and small-scale 
farmers in rural areas, along 
with working with mAFF 
on the agricultural capacity 
development training that 
serves to improve farmers’ 
productivity. 

In the past two years, 
both Amret and mAFF have 
successfully co-trained around 
4,000 micro farmers, and this 
has improved their livelihoods 
and living standards. 

Both Amret and mAFF 

have been working closely 
and strategically together 
over the years, and when this 
opportunity came about, we 
approached mAFF to be the 
exclusive financial partner to 
develop the CAmAgrimarket 
app.

MeACh YAdY: We gladly 
accepted Amret’s proposition 
to be our exclusive strategic 
financial partner promoting 
the CAmAgrimarket app as 
this collaboration made perfect 
sense. It meant we continued 
our work together to add value 
to the agricultural community. 
Amret and mAFF have 
developed a strong working 
relationship over the years. 

Q how will Amret promote 
the app, and data 

dissemination, registration and 
usage, among the agricultural 
community? 

AlAn Wee: Both Amret and  
mAFF share a common vision 
and the obligation to help em-
power the Kingdom’s farming 
communities with the financial 
and non-financial services 
needed to improve their liveli-
hoods and household incomes 
through better productivity.

the CAmAgrimarket app is a 
great portal to serve the agricul-
tural sector, and we believe this 
has a huge potential to benefit 
the agricultural community 
nationwide. 

Amret’s client base includes 
micro farmers as well as low-
income individuals in small and 
medium-sized agricultural busi-
nesses. these micro farmers need 
access to information about the 
prices of commodities and the 
buyers for their products.

Amret will promote the app 
to all our clients involved in ag-
riculture – both new customers 
and our 500,000 existing clients. 

As a financial institution, 
Amret will work closely with 
mAFF to identify and then pro-
vide financial solutions to the 
applicants registered with the 
app community who qualify. 

Both parties are committed 
to improving the app going 
forward by exploring the addi-
tion of features – such as a pay-
ment gateway and details on 
transport logistics – to make the 
app even more comprehensive 
and appealing to all across the 
agricultural community.  

 www.phnompenhpost.com/post-focus
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Amret and MAFF use latest digital 
technology to empower farmers

The CAMAgriMarket app will change the way farmers and retailers conduct business in the future. 

Amret Microfinance Institution Plc chief commercial officer Alan Wee (front left) and head of the Agricultural Marketing Office at MAFF  Meach Yady  (front right) at the signing ceremony on Monday. 
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digital technology

ABOUT AMReT

Amret serves more than 
500,000 clients – ranging 
from low-income farmers 
to SMEs – for both loan and 
deposit products. Amret 
has 158 branches across 
25 cities and provinces 
nationwide, employing 
more than 4,500 personnel. 
Amret has assets of more 
than $1 billion and deposits 
exceeding $500 million. 
Amret is a subsidiary of the 
Advans Group, a leading 
international microfinance 
group providing financial 
services to low-income 
segments and SMEs 
that are underserved or 
unbanked. FMO and IFC 
are two other shareholders 
with over $1 billion in assets. 
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jAPANESE emergency servic-
es and troops scrambled on 
Thursday to reach thousands 
of homes cut off by catastroph-
ic flooding and landslides that 
have killed dozens and caused 
widespread damage.

japan’s Fire and Disaster 
Management Agency said ris-
ing floodwater or roads dam-
aged by landslides had blocked 
access to more than 3,000 
households, mostly in the 
hardest-hit southwestern re-
gion of Kumamoto where fresh 
downpours were forecast.

An AFP reporter in the cut-
off village of Kuma saw parts 
of the road collapsed into the 
river and scenes of devasta-
tion in flood-affected houses.

In one home, an elderly 
man was struggling to clear 
up the debris and furniture 
littering the mud-caked floor, 
his traditional straw tatami 
mats in one room ruined.

The rain front started in the 
southwest in the early hours of 
Saturday and has since cut a 
swathe of destruction across ja-
pan, dumping record amounts 
of rain and causing swollen riv-
ers to break their banks.

japan’s Meteorological Agen-
cy (jMA) said: “Heavy rain will 
likely continue at least until july 
12 in a wide area” of the country, 
calling for “extreme vigilance” 
on landslide risks and flooding 
in low-lying areas.

The jMA issued its second-
highest evacuation order to 
more than 450,000 people. 
However, such orders are not 

compulsory and most resi-
dents are choosing not to go 
to shelters, possibly due to 
coronavirus fears.

The death toll has climbed 
gradually as more victims are 
discovered in isolated areas.

Government spokesman 
yoshihide Suga told report-
ers that 58 people had been 
confirmed dead, with a fur-
ther four feared to have lost 
their lives.

The four were later con-
firmed to have died, bring-
ing the death toll to 62.

Suga said authorities were 
investigating whether four 
other deaths were linked to 
the floods, adding that 17 
people were missing and a 
dozen injured.

After five days blocked by 
floodwater and landslides, 
troops finally managed to 
rescue some 40 residents in 
the village of Ashikita in Ku-
mamoto region.

Kinuyo Nakamura, 68, 
burst into tears of relief as she 
finally made it to an evacua-
tion centre.

“We have experienced 
flooding disasters in the past 
many times. But this one 
doesn’t compare,” she told 
public broadcaster NHK.

Nakamura choked up as 
she explained that one of her 
neighbours had fallen victim 
to the floods.

“A truly, truly, fantastic per-
son,” she said, covering her 
face to hide the tears. “That 
was the hardest thing.” AFP

japan rescuers battle 
to reach thousands 
trapped by floods

Siberian Arctic sizzling to 
record high temperatures
T

E M P E R A T u R E S 
soared 10 degrees 
Celsius above aver-
age across much of 

permafrost-laden Siberia last 
month, which was tied for the 
warmest june on record glob-
ally, the Eu’s climate monitor-
ing network said on Tuesday.

The 12 months to last month 
was also tied for the warmest to 
date across the planet, on a par 
with the ones ending in May 
2020 and September 2016, an 
exceptional El Nino year, the 
Copernicus Climate Change 
Service (C3S) reported.

That means Earth’s aver-
age surface temperature for 
july 2019-june 2020 was 1.3C 
above pre-industrial levels, 
the standard benchmark for 
global warming.

The 2015 Paris climate treaty 
calls for capping the rise in tem-
perature to “well below” 2C. 

In 2018, however, the uN’s 
climate science panel (IPCC) 
concluded in a landmark 
report that 1.5C – only two-
tenths of a degree above the 
new 12-month high – is a far 
safer guardrail.

In the Arctic, meanwhile, 
an hourly temperature record 
for june – 37 degrees Celsius – 
was set on the 21st near Verk-
hoyansk in northeastern Rus-
sia, where a weather station 
logged a blistering 38C on the 
same day.

The previously registered 
Arctic hourly highs in 1969 
and 1973 were at least a full 
degree Celsius cooler.

Freakishly warm weather 
across large swathes of Sibe-
ria since january, combined 
with low soil moisture, have 
contributed to a resurgence 
of wildfires that devastated 
the region last summer, C3S 
reported.

Both the number and in-
tensity of fires in Siberia and 

parts of Alaska have increased 
since mid-june, resulting in 
the highest carbon emissions 
for the month – 59 million 
tonnes of CO2 – since records 
began in 2003.

“last year was already by 
far an unusual, and record, 
summer for fires in the Arctic 
Circle,” said Mark Parrington, 
senior scientist at the Eu’s 
Copernicus Atmosphere 
Monitoring Service (CAMS), 
warning of “intense activity” 
in the coming weeks.

Copernicus has said that 
“zombie” blazes that smoul-
dered through the winter may 
have reignited.

Globally, june 2020 was 
more than half a degree Cel-
sius warmer than the 1981-
2010 average for the same 
month, and on a par with 
june, last year, as the warmest 
ever registered.

C3S director Carlo Buon-
tempo said Siberia and the 

Arctic Circle are prone to 
large year-on-year tempera-
ture fluctuations, but the per-
sistence of this year’s warm 
spell is very unusual.

He said in a statement: 
“What is worrisome is that 
the Arctic is warming faster 
than the rest of the world.”

Across the Arctic region, av-
erage temperatures have risen 
by more than two degrees Cel-
sius since the mid-19th centu-
ry, twice the global average.

Despite lower-than-average 
temperatures in its western 
reaches, the whole of Sibe-
ria – larger than the uS and 
Mexico combined – was more 
than 5C above normal for 
june, C3S satellite data show.

The softening of once-solid 
permafrost – stretching across 
Siberia, Alaska and northern 
Canada – has upended indige-
nous communities and threat-
ens industrial infrastructure, 
especially in Russia.

A massive diesel spill into 
rivers near the city of Norilsk, 
Russia resulted when a tank 
at a power plant built on 
melting permafrost collapsed 
late in May.

“Widespread permafrost 
thaw is projected for this cen-
tury,” the uN’s climate sci-
ence panel, the IPCC, said in 
a landmark report last year 
on the world’s cryosphere, or 
frozen zones.

“The majority of Arctic in-
frastructure is located in re-
gions where permafrost thaw 
is projected to intensify by 
mid-century.”

Soils in the permafrost re-
gion across Russia, Alaska 
and Canada hold twice as 
much carbon – mostly in the 
form of methane and CO2 – 
as the atmosphere, more than 
1.4 trillion tonnes. 

One tonne of carbon is 
equivalent to 3.65 tonnes of 
carbon dioxide. AFP

C3S reported that freakishly warm weather across large swathes of Siberia since January, combined with low 
soil moisture, have contributed to a resurgence of wildfires that devastated the region last summer. PIXABAY

‘NK to test submarine ballistic missile’
NORTH Korea appears to be weighing the 
timing to test a submarine-launched bal-
listic missile (SlBM) as part of the aggression 
it threatened to stage last month, a think tank 
that is part of the South’s Ministry of Nation-
al Defence said on Wednesday.

The Korea Institute for Defence Analy-
ses said in a report: “With an SlBM 
launch, Pyongyang could deliver strong-
est shockwaves it intends to the interna-
tional community while shunning the risk 
of being seen as defying the uN Security 
Council resolutions.”

The resolutions denouncing the North’s 
weapons of mass destruction programme 
so far have not specifically touched on 
SlBMs, it explained.

It said the North would rely on a meth-
od attractive enough to lure the attention 
of the uS to the stalled nuclear talks but 
would be careful not to go about stretch-
ing that method to the extreme to abort 
the talks altogether.

The North could put off provocation 
until after the uS presidential election in 

November if the Sino-uS feud does not 
grow into a full-on collision, it said.

Pyongyang, it said, thinks this greatly 
caters to its interest because a distracted 
Washington could not hit back at a provok-
ing Pyongyang as forcefully as it would.

Another North Korean analyst, how-
ever, said Pyongyang would forge ahead 
with a missile launch before November’s 
election.

“leader Kim would prefer sealing a nucle-
ar deal with a bragging [uS President Don-
ald] Trump than with his Democratic rival 
since Democrats are pickier over decom-
missioning the nuclear arsenal,” said Park 
Won-gon, an international studies profes-
sor at Handong university, adding that 
provocation would come measured so as 
not to hamper Trump’s re-election bid.

Park said he was betting on the North’s 
SlBM or satellite launch aimed to earn 
sanctions relief from the Trump admin-
istration, which would find it increas-
ingly harder to slam Pyongyang upon 
provocation because that opens the door 

to disputing the two years of progress that 
Washington has touted so far.

Park advised the Moon administration to 
prepare to respond to a real military strike 
and not a show of force by Pyongyang, add-
ing that he should make the joint defence 
readiness between Seoul and Washington 
clear and be ready to deploy strategic mil-
itary assets upon provocation.

Meanwhile, the North’s state-run Korean 
Central News Agency (KCNA) reported on 
Wednesday that leader Kim jong-un had 
visited a mausoleum at Pyongyang’s Kum-
susan Palace of the Sun to mark the anni-
versary of the death of his grandfather, the 
regime’s founding leader Kim Il-sung.

The 36-year-old Kim sparked speculation 
over his health when he missed his grandfa-
ther’s birthday in April, which is marked with 
a major holiday in the hermit kingdom.

Kim was shown accompanied by his 
sister Kim yo-jong and key party mem-
bers, in a clear sign to discredit mush-
rooming speculation over his health. THE 

KOREA HERALD/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Continued from page 1

and schools to fully open 
when the new academic year 
starts in September despite 
the uS registering record 
Covid-19 cases.

ICE said in its announce-
ment that the State Depart-
ment would not issue visas to 
students enrolled in pro-
grammes that are fully online 
for the autumn semester and 
such students would not be 
allowed to enter the country.

universities with a hybrid 
system of in-person and online 
classes will have to show that 
foreign students are taking as 
many in-person classes as pos-
sible to maintain their status.

The measure was seen as a 
move by the White House to 
put pressure on educational 
institutions that are adopting 
a cautious approach to reo-
pening amid the pandemic.

Bacow said: “The order came 
down without notice – its cru-
elty surpassed only by its reck-
lessness.”

He said it was made “without 
regard to concerns for the 

health and safety of students, 
instructors and others”.

The universities say in their 
lawsuit that the order would 
harm students “immensely”, 
both personally and finan-
cially.

It describes the order as 
“arbitrary and capricious” and 
says it threw uS higher educa-
tion “into chaos”.

There were more than one 
million international students 
in the uS for the 2018-2019 
academic year, according to 
the Institute of International 
Education (IIE).

The plaintiffs ask that the 
court issue a temporary 
restraining order and “perma-
nent injunctive relief” pre-
venting the policy from being 
enforced.

They also ask that the order 
be declared unlawful, that 
their legal costs are covered, 
and that they receive any oth-
er relief that the court deems 
appropriate.

The lawsuit, filed in Boston, 
lists the defendants as ICE and 
the uS Department of Home-
land Security. AFP

‘Order’s cruelty topped  
only by its recklessness’
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Duterte tags communist rebels as ‘terrorists’
A

S lEGAl challenges to the 
Anti-Terrorism Act mount-
ed, President Rodrigo Du-
terte defended the con-

troversial measure on Wednesday, 
saying it was not meant for law-
abiding citizens but for communist 
rebels and terror groups responsible 
for bombings, mostly in Mindanao.

He said communist rebels, who 
have been fighting the government 
for over 50 years and engaged in on-
and-off talks, “think that they are a 
different breed.

“They would like to be treated with 
another set of law, when, as a matter 
of fact, they are terrorists,” he said.

Duterte said communist rebels 
were terrorists “because we – I, fi-
nally declared them to be one.

“Why? Because I spent most of my 
days as a president trying to figure 
out and connect with them on how 
we can arrive at a peaceful solution 
[to the rebellion],” he said, express-
ing exasperation over the decades-
long communist insurgency.

Duterte initiated peace negotia-
tions with the communist rebels even 
before officially taking his oath as 
president and later ordered ceasefires 
and released key political prisoners to 
participate in peace talks in Norway.

But the talks fell apart following 
clashes between state forces and the 
communist-led New People’s Army.

Angered by the killing of soldiers, 
the president cancelled the talks.

He said the Anti-Terrorism Act was 
one of “the much-needed legal weap-
ons that we need to fight terrorism”.

He said the terrorists were also those 
who set off explosives, citing the bomb 
blasts that killed more than 20 people 
and wounded over 100 others at the 
jolo Cathedral in january last year.

The military blamed the Abu 
Sayyaf and other groups allied with 
the Islamic State for the bombings 
in Mindanao.

Duterte said the law would not 
be used against those who were not 
planning to bring down the govern-
ment or bomb public utilities.

“And for the law-abiding citizen 

of this country, I am addressing you 
with all sincerity – do not be afraid if 
you’re not terrorists,” he said.

Citizens in danger
But one opponent of the law said 

it was the ordinary citizen who was 
in danger because the law as crafted 
already was unconstitutional to be-
gin with.

Albay Representative Edcel lagman 
refuted claims that the law enjoyed the 
“presumption of constitutionality”.

He said in a statement: “Ordinar-
ily, the presumption is that a law is 
constitutional. However, in cases 
involving the suppression of free 
speech, the presumption is reversed 
because the questioned statute is 
presumed unconstitutional and it 
is the burden of the government to 
prove its constitutionality.”

The Supreme Court had ruled that 
a law challenged for imposing prior 
restraint on the freedom of expres-
sion was presumed unconstitution-
al, he said.

lagman said he and three other 

groups that challenged the law in the 
high tribunal “have protested that 
among the unconstitutional provi-
sions of the ‘Anti-Terrorism Act of 
2020’ is its criminalisation of ‘threat’, 
‘proposal’, and ‘inciting’ to commit 
terrorism because it has chilling ef-
fects deterring the exercise of free 
speech and the right to dissent.”

They were joined on Wednesday 
by two members of the Constitu-
tional Commission that framed the 
1987 Constitution.

lawyers Christian Monsod and Fe-
licitas Arroyo were backed by Ateneo 
and Xavier university law professors, 
Ateneo priest Albert Alejo and the la-
bour group Sentro ng mga Nagkakai-
sa at Progresibong Manggagawa.

Another petitioner, former govern-
ment corporate counsel Philip jurado, 
was the sixth petitioner against Re-
public Act No 11479 as of Wednesday.

On Tuesday, the Supreme Court con-
solidated the four petitions filed the 
day before and ordered the govern-
ment to reply to them within 10 days.

Monsod and Arroyo asked the Su-

preme Court to strike down the new 
anti-terrorism law before it takes ef-
fect, saying it “imperils the constitu-
tional rights of our citizens.

“Its provisions are a lure to abuse 
and misuse, a magnet to power-
wielding and vindictive government 
officials as well as to lackeys who have 
no other intent but to please the pow-
ers-to-be,” they said in their petition.

The definition of terrorism in Section 
4, they warned, was “broad enough to 
cover legitimate acts and exercise of 
activities in pursuance of constitution-
ally protected rights to free speech, ex-
pression and assembly”.

They said Section 25 violated the 
constitutional right to due process 
of law by allowing the Anti-Terror-
ism Council (ATC) composed of 
Cabinet officials to designate indi-
viduals and groups as terrorists.

Section 29, which allows the ATC 
to order arrest and detention of sus-
pects for up to 24 days, violates the 
right to be protected against war-
rantless or unreasonable arrests and 
the constitutional limitations on de-
tention, they said.

The law has no mechanism that 
provides judicial scrutiny of the ATC’s 
designation process, they noted.

They said: “It is similar to the admin-
istration’s compilation of drug lists, 
which provide no process for those 
included to take their names off.”

Case vs Robredo et al
Had the charges filed against 

Vice-President leni Robredo and 35 
others last year been for terrorism 
instead of sedition, they all would 
have been arrested and detained 
for up to 24 days on mere suspicion 
and without charges while the Anti-
Money laundering Council would 
have frozen their assets, they said.

jurado, whom the president fired 
in 2018, also attacked Section 29, 
saying the provision allowed the 
ATC to waive the application of Ar-
ticle 125 of the Revised Penal Code, 
which punishes delay in bringing 
detained persons before a judge 
within 12 to 36 hours. 

He said in his petition: “Such waiv-
er is vested solely in the hands of the 
detainee—the person to whom the 
right, which is to be waived, is actu-
ally vested.”

Aside from lagman, the first peti-
tions were filed by a group of law-
yers and civic activists led by lawyer 
Howard Calleja, Far Eastern univer-
sity law professors and the Maka-
bayan party-list bloc.

Senator Ronald “Bato” dela Rosa, 
a former national police chief, on 
Wednesday recalled in an interview 
with ABS-CBN News Channel that he 
had nabbed suspected accomplices of 
terror suspects based on intelligence 
reports, but could not immediately 
find evidence and was forced to re-
lease them because there was no law 
allowing authorities to hold them lon-
ger than the time legally prescribed.

later, he saw a video that showed 
the suspects had joined the Islamic 
State in Syria and were involved in 
beheading captives.

It takes time to develop cases 
against terror suspects as intelli-
gence reports are not enough to file 
cases and this is where the anti-ter-
ror law would help, he said.

Reacting to the senator’s state-
ment, human rights lawyer Edre 
Olalia said dela Rosa was making a 
“puerile excuse camouflaging in-
competence and a penchant for 
trampling rights by dressing them 
up with legal guarantees for impu-
nity using demagogic persuasion”.

He said: “Why did they not build 
up their case in the interval between 
their release and the beheading video? 
Would they have extracted forced, 
even tortured confessions and infor-
mation if they were kept in jail longer?

“you arrest, detain, prosecute and 
convict someone on the basis of what 
you have and not on the basis of what 
the future holds or on evidence that 
might crop up later.

“That is not only speculative, 
guesswork or gambling with luck 
but illegal and fraught with danger, 
mistake, and abuse.” PHILIPPINE DAILY 

INQUIRER/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Children of mixed marriages struggle to return home
jAKARTA resident lucy had 
hoped that she and her French 
husband would reunite with 
their firstborn son by june this 
year in Indonesia after last see-
ing him during Christmas. 
However, the Covid-19 pan-
demic has foiled their plan.

Their 24-year-old son, now a 
French citizen, cannot visit his 
family with a visa on arrival due 
to current Indonesian immigra-
tion rules. Meanwhile, lucy is 
unable to apply for a temporary 
stay permit for him because the 
application process requires 
that foreigners be physically 
present in Indonesia.

“Honestly, I am always wor-
ried about the kids but I never 
show it, or else they will be even 
more worried,” said lucy, who 
hopes that the immigration 
authorities will ease procedures 
for mixed-marriage children.

Indonesian Mixed-Marriage 
Society (PerCa) chairwoman 
juliani W luthan said families in 
Indonesia like lucy’s had strug-
gled to meet up with their chil-
dren abroad because of rules on 
renouncing dual citizenship and 
they lacked stay permits.

The 2006 law on citizenship 
stipulates that mixed-marriage 
children have limited dual citi-
zenship until they turn 18 or are 

married. They then have until 
21 to choose one citizenship, 
otherwise, they automatically 
lose the right to choose and the 
government will only recognise 
their foreign citizenship.

She said those who opted to 
renounce their Indonesian citi-
zenship usually did so to receive 
an education abroad. They also 
often prefer to not apply for stay 
permits because they live out-
side Indonesia and use only 
visitor visas to visit their family 
members in Indonesia.

The latest regulation issued 
by the Ministry of law and 
Human Rights to respond to 
the pandemic generally bars 
foreigners from entering Indo-
nesia unless they have a tem-
porary stay permit (ITAS) or 
permanent stay permit (ITAP) 
with a valid entry permit.

As a result, children of mixed 
marriages who have relied on 
visitor visas to get to Indonesia 
now face challenges visiting 
their families.

juliani told The Jakarta Post: 
“The children then have no 
choice but to stay in their 
respective countries.”

She recommended that the 
government ease procedures 
for mixed-marriage couples, 
especially if they had docu-

ments that proved they had 
family in Indonesia.

She said: “They are not tour-
ists. They are people who want 
to meet their family.”

Long-standing conundrum
Children with dual citizen-

ship have long been dealing 
with citizenship or immigra-
tion problems, even before the 
pandemic hit, experts said in a 
webinar on Monday.

Ike Farida, a lawyer familiar 
with the issue, said children were 
losing their Indonesian citizen-

ship because they were late to 
process it, with some families 
making the incorrect assump-
tion that applications could be 
fully processed shortly before 
their children turn 21 years old.

Children who study abroad 
also often faced the dilemma 
of whether or not to drop their 
citizenship halfway through 
their education, Ike said.

Mixed-marriage families who 
fail to obtain an affidavit risk 
having their child lose their 
Indonesian citizenship. The 
affidavit is used to prove that 

their children have the right to 
dual citizenship and are thus 
allowed to enter Indonesia with 
two passports.

Ike suggested that authorities 
revise the Citizenship law to 
give children more time to 
choose one citizenship.

The amendment, she said, 
should also treat children who 
lost their Indonesian citizen-
ship as “ex-Indonesian citizens” 
when they want to reapply for it 
instead of foreign nationals, 
who must go through a compli-
cated naturalisation process.

Ministry director for state 
administration Baroto said he 
was striving to revise certain 
regulations to provide quick 
fixes for problems faced by 
children with dual citizenship 
who have not registered their 
Indonesian citizenship.

The ministry, he said, had 
been developing an applica-
tion called SAKE that allowed 
children with two citizenships 
to apply for Indonesian citizen-
ship online.

The immigration’s head of 
stay permits, Burhanuddin, 
said in a recent public discus-
sion that his team was cur-
rently formulating a circular 
that would lay down the basis 
to process online stay permit 

applications, although no dates 
have been announced as of 
Wednesday.

Mixed-marriage families are 
not alone in raising such con-
cerns. Indian citizen and ITAS 
holder Aruna said her 18-year-
old son could not go back to 
Indonesia since the country 
had closed its borders to for-
eigners in March because her 
son usually used a visa on arriv-
al for short stays and a visa for 
social visits for longer ones.

Aruna’s son is now left strand-
ed in london. His university 
has been closed throughout 
the pandemic and his accom-
modation contract has 
expired.

She said he now spends much 
of his time outside looking for 
accommodation, despite the 
dangers of being exposed to the 
virus.

She told the Post on Tuesday: 
“I cannot eat or sleep peace-
fully. Any parent who is sepa-
rated from their kid will under-
stand this pain. I feel terrible as 
a parent when I think that I did 
not protect my kid.

“I do not know when I am 
going to see my son again and 
hence I choke with sadness as 
I write this.” THE JAKARTA POST/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte said the Anti-Terrorism Act was not meant 
for law-abiding citizens but for communist rebels and terror groups responsible for 
bombings. PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER

Children of mixed marriages who have relied on visitor visas to get to 
Indonesia now face challenges visiting their families. DIRECTORATE GENERAL 
OF IMMIGRATION/THE JAKARTA POST
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T
HE uS Immigration 
and Customs 
Enforcement 
announced on Mon-

day that international stu-
dents may have to leave the 
uS if their universities switch 
to online-only courses for this 
year’s autumn semester due to 
the Covid-19 pandemic. The 
announcement, which came 
at a time when many higher 
education institutions in the 
uS are mulling transitioning to 
online courses, will increase 
confusion among foreign stu-
dents in the uS, leaving them 
tense and desperate.

And although the move is 
not targeted at Chinese stu-
dents, it will cast a shadow 
on China-uS academic 
exchanges. The lack of mutu-
al trust between China and 
the uS has created many 
problems from trade and 
economic disputes and 
blockades in the science and 
technology sector to obsta-
cles in academic exchanges 
and financial sanctions.

On the pretext of safe-
guarding national and eco-
nomic security and ensuring 
the productivity and safety of 
American research compa-
nies, uS President Donald 
Trump issued a statement on 
May 29, barring any Chinese 
national, except those pursu-
ing undergraduate studies, 
from entering the uS on an F 
or j visa to study or conduct 

research if his or her aca-
demic or research activities 
are likely to support any Chi-
nese entity that implements 
or supports the Communist 
Party of China’s “military-civil 
fusion” strategy.

Making efforts to integrate 
military and civil develop-
ment is a common global 
practice, including in the uS. 
The uS Department of 
Defence and the military 
cooperate with uS universi-
ties, scientific research insti-
tutions and enterprises on 
different projects.

As for China’s policy, it is 
aimed at promoting coordi-
nated economic and social 

development and national 
defence construction, in 
order to make scientific and 
technological achievements.

The uS has always used the 
pretext of national security to 
restrict transfer of technolo-
gies, and accuses China of 
stealing sensitive technolo-
gies and intellectual property 
through academic exchanges. 
On june 2, the uS Depart-
ment of State said it was spe-
cially worried about technol-
ogy theft in fields such as 
quantum technology, artifi-
cial intelligence, advanced 
manufacturing and advanced 
materials. It also said, “tech-
nology space is one of, if not 

the most important, of these 
arenas where there is 
increased competition 
between China on the one 
side and the uS and other 
rule-of-law, democratic coun-
tries on the other”.

Even though the state 
department’s stance will 
affect a small subset of Chi-
nese students and academ-
ics, and the overall uS policy 
will make it difficult for a 
large number of Chinese stu-
dents to study in the uS, in 
the ultimate analysis it will 
damage the uS’ image as the 
leading centre of higher edu-
cation and reduce universi-
ties’ revenues. According to 

Reuters, for example, Chi-
nese students studying in the 
uS help create about $14 bil-
lion worth of economic activ-
ity every year.

The Institute for Interna-
tional Education’s 2018-19 
academic year report shows 
the uS had about 369,000 
Chinese students up one per 
cent year-on-year who 
accounted for about one-
third of the total overseas 
students in the country.

The uS Department of 
Commerce’s Bureau of Indus-
try and Security (BIS), which 
uses Export Administration 
Regulations to control “dual-
use” products－which have 
both civilian and military 
applications has often 
restricted Chinese companies 
and universities from import-
ing many uS products. 

On May 22, the BIS said it 
would add 33 Chinese com-
panies to the Entity list for 
engaging in activities contra-
ry to uS national security or 
foreign policy interests, or for 
violating human rights.

Attempts to end coopera-
tion between uS companies 
and Chinese universities by 
blocking Sino-uS education-
al exchanges run counter to 
the uS’ claim that it believes 
in transparency and freedom. 
To be sure, such moves are 
not conducive to uS interests 
in the long run. CHINA DAILY/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

NEGOTIATIONS are taking place 
amid the unforeseen circumstances 
of the Covid-19 pandemic. As Britain 
leaves the Eu, the two sides must 
swiftly reach an agreement on their 
new relationship.

The two sides have resumed face-to-
face talks that had been postponed due 
to the coronavirus crisis. The scope of 
negotiations is extensive, covering the 
signing of free trade agreements, the 
creation of rules on fishing rights, 
mechanisms for resolving conflicts and 
antiterrorism measures.

The problem is there are only six 
months left.

Britain left the Eu at the end of jan-
uary but will be treated as equivalent 
to a member state until the end of this 
year. If an FTA is not signed within this 

transition period, tariffs between Brit-
ain and the Eu will be restored. This 
will be a burden on the activities of 
businesses on both sides and will 
inevitably disrupt logistics networks.

It is feared that multinational com-
panies with production bases in Brit-
ain will also be affected. It will be to 
Britain’s detriment if those companies 
move their bases out of the country.

The Eu has asked Britain to bring its 
subsidies and environmental stand-
ards up to Eu standards as a condition 
for signing an FTA. Britain is poised to 
pursue its own policies. The gap 
between the two sides remains wide.

The Eu’s response to the corona-
virus crisis has seen its members 
fall out of step over the provision of 
medical assistance to Italy. The 

question is whether the Eu will be 
able to maintain unity during nego-
tiations with Britain.

The administration of British Prime 
Minister Boris johnson has vowed to 
“regain political and economic inde-
pendence on january 1 next year”. It 
hinted the idea of the transition peri-
od ending even if no agreement has 
been reached with the Eu, which is 
worrisome.

Britain and the Eu should adopt a 
flexible stance, extending the transition 
period if negotiations are unsuccessful.

Europe has already been hit hard 
by the coronavirus crisis.

More than 40,000 people have died 
in Britain, and Eu member states 
also have seen many deaths. There 
are also aftereffects from the strict 

lockdowns. The International Mone-
tary Fund forecasts that the econo-
mies of Britain and the eurozone will 
shrink by 10.2 per cent this year.

To prevent further deterioration of 
the global economy, the two parties 
must do their utmost in negotiations 
and transition smoothly to a new 
relationship.

japan has started negotiations on a 
trade agreement with Britain. japan 
has an Economic Partnership Agree-
ment with the Eu, but Britain will not 
be included in the agreement after 
the transition period.

The relationship between japan and 
Britain must be strengthened, with 
the possibility of Britain joining the 
Trans-Pacific Partnership in mind. THE 

YOMIURI SHIMBUN (JAPAN)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

The writer is an associate researcher 
at the Institute of American Studies, 
the Chinese Academy of Social 
Sciences.

Opinion
Yang Shuiqing

US move a disservice to academics

Britain, EU must swiftly negotiate FTA

A US visa stamp on a foreign passport. The US announced on Monday that international students may have to 
leave the US if their universities switch to online-only courses for this year’s autumn semester. AfP
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Food & Drink
Chef serves up Khmer cuisine in Montreal
Kheng Sokkunthea

K
HMER noodles, 
curry, and other 
traditional street 
food have delighted 

foodies in Montreal, Canada, 
thanks to Cambodian-Cana-
dian chef yen Chanthy’s latest 
project called Touk.

Chanthy, 32, tells The Post: 
“Touk means boat in Khmer 
and a metaphor for my cook-
ing. For me, Touk is a vessel 
that I can take people on to 
experience a Cambodian-
flavoured journey into a vast 
unknown world as Cambo-
dian cuisine is not commonly 
found in Canada.

“I ask my customers to get 
on board, and I captain them 
through a new cultural food 
experience.”

Being one of the rare eater-
ies that serve authentic Khmer 
dishes in Canada, Touk is a 
pop-up restaurant based on 
family recipes passed down 
to Chanthy by his Cambodian 
grandparents.

Born and raised in Windsor, 
in Ontario, Canada, after his 
parents landed there in 1985, 
Chanthy was predominantly 
looked after by his grandpar-
ents who taught him how to 
cook Khmer food and the his-
tory of his distant ancestral 
homeland.

“The Khmer street food that 
I serve at Touk is authentic 
and accessible. Since I was 
born in Canada, I learned 
everything from my grand-
mother as well as my travels 
back to Cambodia.

“The food always smells 
good with essences of Kroe-
ung [spices], citrus, and fresh 
and pickled vegetables to ac-
company each dish,” he says.

The young chef moved from 
Ontario to Vancouver for 
culinary studies at 15. After 
graduating from the North-
west Culinary Academy, he 
started his journey as a chef 
in many well-known restau-
rants around the world.

He is probably the first Cam-
bodian to get an opportunity 
to cook at one of the world’s 
best restaurants – Mugaritz in 
San Sebastian, Spain, which 
was selected as number five 
in global rankings.

After living in Spain for a 
year, Chanthy was the first 
Cambodian-Canadian cho-
sen to work with arguably the 
best chef in the world, Ferran 
Adria, in Barcelona, at his leg-
endary El Bulli restaurant.

For over 16 years Chanthy 
continued to explore his tal-
ents, working in restaurants 
ranging from Italian to Ameri-
can BBQ, lebanese and Thai.

After years working in some-
one else’s kitchen, Chanthy fi-
nally decided to move back to 
Montreal and opened his first 
restaurant called Fieldstone 
where he started becoming a 
household name.

The two most popular dish-
es at Fieldstone led Chanthy 
to be the first Cambodian to 
win the Readers’ Choice Chef 

of the year 2018 award.
Following this success, Chan-

thy joined Parliament Pub and 
Parlour as executive chef. later 
he was also the runner up for 
the Best Chef Montreal 2020 
award and was featured in sev-
eral media in Canada.

In May, while the country was 
still locked down due to Covid-
19, Chanthy started his pop-up 
restaurant which is open from 
Thursday to Sunday between 
2pm and 8pm at the entrance 
of Parliament Pub.

He named the restaurant in 
Khmer because he has fond 
memories of his ancestral land.

Touk opened on May 24, 
and the chef was surprised 
so many people showed up. It 
was then he knew that it was 
going to be something really 
exciting and humbling.

“Having my own restaurant 
allows me to be more experi-
mental with my food. I test 
myself and reacquaint with 
my Cambodian roots making 
Kroeung [spices] and Sgnor 

[soup]” says Chanthy. 
Touk is attractive with a few 

tables, benches and plants. Ev-
ery table is decorated with fab-
ric from Cambodia and beauti-
ful menus. Wines are displayed 
to the general public as well as 
snacks that people can pick up 
along the way to a picnic.

He serves Cambodian dishes 
like Nom Banh Chok (Cambo-
dian noodles), Sach Changkak 
(grilled meat skewers), Nom 
Pang Sach (French baguette 
stuffed with grilled pork, pick-

led vegetables, cilantro), Kari 
Sach Moan (curry with chick-
en), Slap Moan Chean (fried 
chicken wings), Bay Chha 
(stir-fried rice), Sach Ko Ngiet 
(dried beef), Phlea Sach Ko 
(beef salad), Bok lahong (pa-
paya salad) and much more.

There are also some more 
approachable dishes like Mee 
Katang, Summer Rolls, Chha 
Kuyteav (stir-fried noodles), 
and Mee Kola.

His signature dish so far 
at Touk is Nom Banh Chok 

(Khmer noodles) and costs 
C$14 (uS$10).

Despite the energetic start 
and positive feedback from 
his patrons, it is quite chal-
lenging for Chanthy to find 
local Khmer ingredients in 
Montreal. It often takes him 
half a day to do the shopping 
for his complete list.

“When I shop, I usually 
have to walk to many differ-
ent stores that sell some of 
the ingredients, but not all 
that I need,” says Chanthy.

The chef believes that Cam-
bodian food has rich ingredi-
ents and great flavours that 
grab attention.

However, not many people 
in Montreal have tried Khmer 
food although they are used 
to Thai and Vietnamese influ-
ences.

“I think people around the 
world will be open to Khmer 
food as long as there is some-
one to offer it. I would love to 
see Cambodian people sup-
port each other so that we 
can make Khmer food a per-
manent fixture on menus in-
ternationally. Touk is just the 
beginning,” he says.

Chanthy says he loves show-
casing the strength of Khmer 
food and seeing people relive 
nostalgic memories of how they 
once ate these dishes when they 
were in their ancestral land.

“I would be happy to return 
to Cambodia and showcase a 
menu from Canada. It would 
be a great way to tie in our 
worlds and I will continue to 
work my hardest to try and do 
so,” Chanthy says.

There are also more approachable dishes like Summer Rolls. SUPPLIED

It often takes him half a day to do the shopping for Chanthy’s complete 
list of local Khmer ingredients in Montreal. SUPPLIED

His signature dish so far at Touk is Nom Banh Chok (Khmer noodles) and costs C$14 (US$10). SUPPLIED

Cambodian-Canadian chef Yen Chanthy has delighted foodies in Montreal, Canada, thanks to his latest project 
called Touk. SUPPLIED
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Catch ___ (start to get)
  5 D.C. United’s game
 11 Obese
 14 Lime-supplying fertilizer
 15 Glorified
 16 Once ___ blue moon
 17 Flattered  most sincerely
 18 Bottled spirits
 19 Summertime, in NYC
 20 Service stripes, informally
 22 1052, in old Rome
 23 Allegro ___ (very fast, in music)
 24 Elaborate meal
 27 Type of life insurance
 30 Starting point
 33 Plane without props
 36 No fighting is allowed here
 39 Suffix with smack or sock
 41 Lively, as an imagination
 42 Per person
 43 Hesitating gait
 46 Vietnam’s My ___
 47 Pie chart portion
 48 Olympic skater Heiden
 50 “... ___ the brave”
 53 Present time

 57 Concludes
 59 Biggest guy on a football field, 

often
 62 Animal facility
 63 Not at all chubby
 65 Pirate’s drink
 66 Spreadsheet line
 67 Allotted amount
 68 High schooler’s facial concern
 69 Raggedy doll
 70 Crouches down
 71 Deer with three-pointed antlers
DOWN
  1 Nebraska’s largest city
  2 Certain California wines
  3 Plait of hair
  4 Been there, done that
  5 Tale on an epic scale
  6 German river
  7 Bops on the bean
  8 Like a brand-new dollar bill
  9 Very wide shoe size
 10 Map abbreviations
 11 What a farmer may have in the 

spring?
 12 “The King ___”
 13 M. Hulot’s creator Jacques
 21 Way of carrying oneself

 22 Original Thanksgiving fare
 25 Middle-of-the-___ (a moderate)
 26 Schubert’s “The ___-King”
 28 Patriot Paul
 29 “The Ghost and Mrs. ___”
 31 Machu Picchu resident
 32 Classic soft drink
 33 Heavyweight champ Willard
 34 Flamboyant Art Deco designer
 35 Land, as a plane?
 37 Commercial products?
 38 Ceremonial act
 40 Graham and Preminger
 44 Hanks or Cruise
 45 Worrisome car sound
 49 Mountain predator
 51 On a scale of ___ 10
 52 Large book size
 54 Drug agent, for short
 55 Hag
 56 A sphere lacks them
 57 University founder Cornell 
58  Lunch time, for many
 60 You may come to it
 61 Twilights, poetically
 63 4th-yr. students
 64 Huge chocolate container

“FOOTBALL POOL” 

Thursday’s solution

Thursday’s solution

Lifestyle

How India’s largest slum 
beat back a pandemic
W

HEN coronavi-
rus claimed its 
first victim in 
India’s largest 

slum in April, many feared 
the disease would turn its 
narrow, congested streets 
into a graveyard, with social 
distancing or contact tracing 
all but impossible.

But three months on, Mum-
bai’s Dharavi offers a rare 
glimmer of hope with new 
infections shrinking, thanks 
to an aggressive strategy that 
focused on “chasing the virus, 
instead of waiting for disas-
ter”, according to city official 
Kiran Dighavkar.

The sprawling slum has 
long been a byword for the 
financial capital’s bitter in-
come disparities – with Dhar-
avi’s estimated one million 
people scraping a living as 
factory workers or maids and 
chauffeurs to Mumbai’s well-
heeled residents.

With a dozen people typi-
cally sleeping in a single room, 
and hundreds using the same 
public toilet, authorities rea-
lised early that standard prac-
tices would be of little use.

“Social distancing was 
never a possibility, home iso-
lation was never an option, 
and contact tracing was a 
huge problem with so many 
people using the same toilet,” 
Dighavkar told AFP.

An initial plan to conduct 
door-to-door screenings was 
abandoned after Mumbai’s 
searing heat and humidity left 
medical workers feeling suffo-
cated under layers of protective 
equipment as they combed the 
area’s cramped alleys for cases.

But, with infections rising 
fast and fewer than 50,000 
people checked for symp-
toms, officials needed to move 
quickly and get creative.

What they came up with was 
coined “Mission Dharavi”.

Each day, medical work-
ers set up a “fever camp” in a 
different part of the slum, so 
residents could be screened 
for symptoms and tested for 
coronavirus if needed. 

Schools, wedding halls and 
sports complexes were repur-
posed as quarantine facilities 
that offered free meals, vitamins 
and “laughter yoga” sessions.

Strict containment measures 
were deployed in virus hotspots 

that were home to 125,000 peo-
ple, including the use of drones 
to monitor their movements 
and alert police, while a huge 
army of volunteers swung into 
action, distributing rations so 
they didn’t go hungry.

Bollywood stars and busi-
ness tycoons paid for medical 
equipment as construction 
workers built a 200-bed field 
hospital at breakneck speed 
in a park inside Dharavi.

By late june, more than half 
the slum’s population had 
been screened for symptoms 
and around 12,000 tested for 
coronavirus.

So far Dharavi has reported 
just 82 deaths – a fraction of 
Mumbai’s more than 4,500 
fatalities.

‘Brink of victory’
“We are on the brink of vic-

tory, I feel very proud,” said 
Abhay Taware, a doctor who 
saw around 100 patients daily 
in his tiny clinic at the height 
of the crisis.

The 44-year-old father-of-
two also had to fight his own 
battle against coronavirus 
when he contracted the dis-
ease in April, but told AFP 
he had “no doubts” about re-
turning to work.

“I thought I could show my 
patients that a positive di-
agnosis does not mean the 
end,” he said.

Although doctors like Taware 
worked to reassure worried 
residents, the stigma persists.

After an isolating 25-day 
spell in hospital and a fort-
night in quarantine, Sushil 
– not his real name – said he 
now feared discrimination if 

people found out about his 
diagnosis.

The 24-year-old also struck 
a note of caution, warning of 
a potential resurgence in in-
fections.

“People need to take as many 
precautions as possible. The 
numbers might have come 
down but they can swiftly rise 
again”, he told AFP. 

‘No escape next time’ 
With Mumbai and Delhi 

struggling to accommodate 
coronavirus patients as In-
dia’s cases surge past half a 
million officials are also wary 
of celebrating too soon.

“It’s a war. Everything is dy-
namic,” said Dighavkar.

“Right now, we feel like we 
are on top of the situation,” 
he said. 

“The challenge will be when 
factories reopen,” he added, 
referring to the billion-dollar 
leather and recycling indus-
tries run out of Dharavi’s 
cramped tenements.

And some in the slum fear 
their community might not 
be as lucky next time.

On a blazing morning, as car 
salesman Vinod Kamble lined 
up to have his temperature tak-
en, he recalled his terror when 
the virus landed in Mumbai.

“I felt like Dharavi would be 
destroyed, and nothing would 
be left,” he told AFP, describing 
the near impossibility of avoid-
ing infection in the slum.

“We need better infrastruc-
ture,” the 32-year-old said.

“Otherwise the next time 
a disease like this emerges, 
I don’t think Dharavi will be 
able to escape.” AFP

Self-isolation and home quarantines were impossible in Dahravi, where a single cramped room typically 
houses a dozen people and hundreds sometime share the same toilet. AFP

Many of Dahravi’s estimated one million residents scrape together 
a living by serving their well-heeled neighbours oustide of the slum. AFP
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‘Age doesn’t 
matter’: icon 
Alonso plans 
Renault return
T

WO-time world 
champion Fernando 
Alonso on Wednes-
day insisted “age 

doesn’t count” as it was re-
vealed he would make a re-
turn to his Renault “family” in 
2021 when he will be 39.

Alonso was named as 
teammate to Esteban Ocon 
for 2021 at the French team 
where he won the 2005 and 
2006 Formula 1 world titles.

The Spaniard, who has 
notched up 32 wins and 97 
podiums in 314 Grand Prix 
starts, will replace Australian 
driver Daniel Ricciardo, who 
is Mclaren-bound at the end 
of this season.

Alonso will be 39 in three 
weeks’ time. 

However, he is a year 
younger than fellow former 
world champion Kimi Raik-
konen who is still driving in 
the championship at 40.

“In motor racing, it is not 
the age that counts, it is the 
clock,” he told AFP.

“There is certainly a move-
ment towards increasingly 
younger drivers but, at Mer-
cedes for example, it would 

not be a good thing replacing 
lewis Hamilton with a young-
er driver just because he’s 35. 

“As long as you stay fit and 
motivated and don’t decline 
with age, that doesn’t matter.”

New teammate Ocon was 
just 10 when Alonso won his 
2006 world title.

Alonso, also a former Ferra-
ri driver, said the French team 
had given him his “fondest 
memories” in Formula One.

“Renault is my family,” he 
added. “It’s a great source of 
pride and with an immense 
emotion I’m returning to the 
team that gave me my chance 
at the start of my career and 
which now gives me the op-
portunity to return to the 
highest level.”

Alonso left Formula One 
in 2018 after four fruitless 
years at Mclaren and is due 
to make a third attempt to 
win the Indianapolis 500 with 
Mclaren in August.

Alonso said he had bought 
into Renault’s project for the 
coming season.

“Their progress this winter 
gives credibility to the objec-
tives for the 2022 season and 

I will share all my racing ex-
perience with everyone from 
the engineers to the mechan-
ics and my teammates,” he 
said.

“The team wants and has 
the means to get back on the 
podium, as do I.”

‘Joy and privilege’
Alonso said he felt “joy” at 

returning to Formula 1.
“I feel very privileged to be 

able to choose my own des-
tiny,” he said.

“I could always choose to 

do what I wanted. I wanted to 
leave F1 to get some fresh air, 
now I think it’s a good time to 
come back because I feel fresh 
and I had the opportunity. 

“When you can do what you 
love, what you want is a feel-
ing of joy.”

Cyril Abiteboul, managing di-
rector of Renault Sport Racing 
said the signing of Alonso was 
a sign of Renault’s “plan to con-
tinue its commitment to F1 and 
to return to the top of the field”.

“His presence on our team 
is a formidable asset on the 

sporting level but also for the 
brand to which he is very at-
tached,” Abiteboul said.

“The strength of the bond 
between him, the team and the 
fans make him a natural choice. 
In addition to past successes, it 
is a bold mutual choice as well 
as a project for the future.”

Abiteboul added: “His expe-
rience and determination will 
enable us to get the best out 
of each other to take the team 
towards the excellence that 
modern Formula 1 demands.

“He will also bring to our 

team, which has grown very 
fast, a culture of racing and 
winning to overcome hurdles 
together. Alongside Esteban, 
his mission will be to help Re-
nault DP World F1 Team pre-
pare for the 2022 season in 
the best possible conditions.”

F1 teams are in Austria pre-
paring for the second race of 
the season this Sunday after 
Mercedes driver Valtteri Bot-
tas took the chequered flag in 
the opening race of the coro-
navirus-delayed season, also 
in Austria, last weekend. afp

japanese boxer, nurse fights virus as Olympics wait
OlyMPIC boxing hopeful Arisa Tsub-
ata is used to taking blows in the ring 
but it is during her work as a nurse 
that she faces her toughest opponent: 
coronavirus.

The 27-year-old juggles a brutal 
training regime in boxing gloves with 
long, irregular hours in surgical 
gloves at a hospital near Tokyo.

Tsubata mainly treats cancer patients 
but she said the virus was a constant 
threat, with medical experts warning 
at the peak of the pandemic that japan’s 
health system was close to collapse.

“We always face the risk of infection 
at medical facilities,” she told AFP.

“My colleagues and I have all 
worked under the stress of possibly 
getting infected.”

like most elite athletes, the virus 
played havoc with Tsubata’s training 
schedules, meaning she welcomed 
the postponement of this year’s Tokyo 
Olympics until 2021.

“It was a plus for me, giving me 
more time for training, although I 
wasn’t sure if I should be so happy 
because the reason for the postpone-
ment was the spread of the infectious 
disease,” she said.

Tsubata took up boxing only two 
years ago as a way to lose weight but 
quickly rose through the ranks.

“In a few years after becoming a 
nurse, I gained more than 10 kilos,” 
she laughed. 

“I planned to go to Hawaii with my 

friends one summer, and I thought I 
wouldn’t have much fun in a body like 
that. That is how I started boxing.”

‘I was scared’
She quickly discovered a knack for 

the ring, winning the japan national 
championship and a place on the 
national team.

But juggling her medical and sporting 
career has not always been easy and the 

first time she fought a foreign boxer 
came only in january, at an intensive 
training camp in Kazakhstan.

“That made me realise how inex-
perienced I am in my short boxing 
career. I was scared,” she admitted.

japanese boxing authorities decid-
ed she was not experienced enough 
to send her to the final qualifying 
tournament in Paris, which would 
have shattered her Tokyo 2020 dreams 

– if coronavirus had not given her an 
extra year.

‘Defence!’
Now she is determined to gain the 

experience needed to qualify for the 
rescheduled Games, which will open 
on july 23, 2021.

“I want to train much more and con-
vince the federation that I could fight 
in the final qualifiers,” she said.

Her coach Masataka Kuroki told 
AFP she is a subtle boxer and a quick 
learner, as he put her through her 
paces at a training session.

She now needs to add more defen-
sive technique and better core 
strength to her fighting spirit and 
attacking flair, said Kuroki.

“Defence! She needs more technique 
for defence. She needs to have a more 
agile, stronger lower body to fend off 
punches from below,” he said.

Her father joji raised Arisa and her 
three siblings single-handedly after 
separating from his Tahitian wife and 
encouraged his daughter into nurs-
ing to learn life-long skills.

He never expected his daughter to 
be fighting for a place in the Olympics 
but proudly keeps all her clippings 
from media coverage.

“She tried not to see us family 
directly after the coronavirus broke 
out,” the 58-year-old told AFP. “She 
was worried.”

Tsubata now want to compete in 
the Games for all her colleagues who 
have supported her and the patients 
that have cheered her on in her Olym-
pic ambitions.

“I want to be the sort of boxer who 
keeps coming back no matter how 
many punches I take,” she said. 

“I want to show the people who 
cheer for me that I can work hard 
and compete in the Olympics, 
because of them.” afp

Fernando Alonso took a detour from F1 in 2018 and tried his hand at a series of endurance races, including the Indy 500. afp

Japanese Olympic boxing hopeful Arisa Tsubata fights her toughest opponent as a nurse in the time of coronavirus. afp
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