
A BRITISH pilot who spent more 
than two months on life support in 
Vietnam after contracting Covid-
19 was on his way home on Satur-
day, astounding doctors who gave 
him just a 10 per cent chance of 
survival.

Stephen Cameron, 42, was the 
sickest patient Vietnamese medics 
have had to treat during the corona-
virus outbreak, which has recorded 
no official deaths following a fast 
and aggressive response to the pan-
demic.

Little more than six weeks ago, 
they warned that Cameron would 
need a double transplant for his 
lungs, which were only functioning 
at around 10 per cent.

But after nearly four months in 
hospitals in Ho Chi Minh City, in-
cluding 10 weeks on a ventilator, the 
Vietnam Airlines pilot from Moth-
erwell, Scotland, was discharged on 
Saturday and due to fly back to the 
UK within hours.

“I’m overwhelmed by the gener-
osity of the Vietnamese people, the 

dedication and professionalism of 
the doctors and nurses ... the odds 
say that I shouldn’t be here so I can 
only thank everybody here for what 
they’ve done,” Cameron said as he 
left Cho Ray Hospital.

“I go home with a happy heart be-
cause I’m going home but a sad one 
because I’m leaving so many people 
here that I’ve made friends with.”

Tran Thanh Linh, deputy head of 
ICU at Cho Ray Hospital, said 

Niem Chheng

C
AMBODIA’S Permanent 
Mission to the UN Office 
in Geneva on Friday hit 
back at David Kaye, the 

UN special rapporteur on the Pro-
motion and Protection of the Right 
to Freedom of Opinion and Ex-
pression after he raised concerns 
over the repression of free speech 
and the right to information in cer-
tain countries during the Covid-19 
pandemic, including Cambodia.

The Cambodian mission was 
utterly dismayed and said Kaye’s 
conclusion in his report was mis-
leading and faulty regarding the 
nature of Cambodia’s integrated 
response to Covid-19.

It said the Cambodian govern-
ment is ramping up its battle 
against the proliferation of false 
information.

“It appears that the special rap-
porteur fails to condemn disinfor-
mation and fake news, yet contin-
ues encouraging the free flow of 
information, possibly including 
harmful or unhealthy information.

“This approach deviates from 
that of UN secretary-general Anto-
nio Guterres, who cautions against 
the dangers of fake news and hate 
speech, which constitute an attack 
on the essence of human rights 
norms and principles,” it said.

On Friday, Kaye presented his 
report on freedom of expression 

and pandemics to the Human 
Rights Council, raising serious 
concern over new measures that 
he said have been used to restrict 
and punish the free flow of in-
formation. He said some govern-
ments, including Cambodia, had 
exercised repression.

In an Office of the UN High Com-
missioner for Human Rights (OH-
CHR) news release, Kaye said: “In 
the past three months, numerous 
governments have used the Covid 
pandemic to repress expression in 
violation of their obligations under 
human rights law.

“Since the earliest days of the 
pandemic, I have raised con-
cerns about the repression of ex-
pression that has a direct impact 
on public health information, in-
cluding Belarus, Cambodia, Chi-
na, Iran, Egypt, India, Myanmar 
and Turkey.”

He said people had died because 
governments had lied, hidden in-
formation, detained reporters, 
failed to level with people about 
the nature of the threat, and crimi-
nalised individuals under the guise 
of spreading false information.

People have suffered, he said, 
because some governments would 
rather protect themselves from 
criticism than allow people to share 
information, learn about the out-
break and know what officials are 
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Pilot home after VN virus battle

Officer kills ‘mistress’, crashes into truck
Kim Sarom 

A TBONG Khmum Military Police 
officer shot and killed his mistress 
on July 9 in front of Go Club KTV in 
Ponhea Kraek district’s Kraek com-
mune. He then crashed his car into 
a truck during his getaway.

The victim was identified as Heng 
Soheab, 20, and the police officer as 

Moul Tith Uddom, 31, the provincial 
criminal division chief.

Soheab was shot through the left 
side of her rib cage and pronounced 
dead at Kampong Cham Referral 
Hospital, said provincial police chief 
Pen Rath.

Rath said Tith Uddom is being 
treated in hospital. “The suspect 
is receiving intensive treatment at 

Calmette hospital. He is in very criti-
cal condition,” he said. 

According to investigators, Tith 
Uddom’s family said Soheab was his 
mistress. Rath said Soheab lived in 
Kraek commune but her occupation 
was unknown. 

He said at 8pm on July 9, Tith Ud-
dom parked his car in front of Go Club 
KTV, which was closed at the time.

Rath said Soheab stood next to Tith 
Uddom’s car, but he did not open the 
door for her. While they were talking, 
a gunshot was allegedly heard and 
Soheab fell to the ground.

Tith Uddom then made a quick 
getaway and crashed into a truck 
coming from the opposite direction, 
Rath said.

He sustained serious injuries and 

people nearby called an ambulance 
which took him to the Kampong 
Cham Referral Hospital.

His family transferred him to 
Calmette hospital the same night to 
receive better care for his injuries.

Investigators said Tith Uddom is 
the only suspect and no one else was 
involved in the crime. He is being 
guarded at the hospital said Rath.



Voun Dara

T
HE World Wildlife 
Fund (WWF) has 
warned that snaring 
of animals has be-

come a crisis that poses a se-
rious risk to wildlife in South-
east Asia and could spawn 
the transmission of zoonotic 
diseases to humans.

Its July 9 report entitled 
Silence of the Snares: South-
east Asia’s Snaring Crisis esti-
mates that 12.3 million snares 
threaten wildlife survival in 
Cambodia, Lao and Vietnam.

A WWF press release said: 
“High-risk trade in wildlife 
threatens ecosystems and risks 
exposure to zoonotic diseas-
es. About 12.3 million snares 
threaten wildlife survival in the 
protected areas of Cambodia, 
Lao PDR and Vietnam.”

The report said most traps 
are made from wire or cable, 
and traps increase the chanc-
es of close contact between 
humans and wildlife and the 
likelihood of a zoonotic dis-
ease spillover.

Researchers have found that 
many of the animals targeted 
by snaring, including wild boar, 
palm civets, and pangolins car-
ry the highest risk of zoonotic 
disease transmission.

WWF Tigers Alive Initiative 
head Stuart Chapman said: 
“Indiscriminately killing and 
maiming, snares are wiping 
out the region’s wildlife, re-
gardless of species.

“Snares are destroying wild-
life in the region – from big 
species such as tigers and 

elephants to pangolins and 
palm civets – and emptying 
forests of wildlife.

“Wildlife doesn’t stand a 
chance unless Southeast 
Asian governments urgently 
tackle the snaring crisis.”

The report said the demand 
in urban areas for wildlife 
meat and wildlife parts has 
pushed poachers to catch 
more wildlife.

Snares impact more than 
700 of the region’s terrestrial 
mammal species. These in-
clude some of the region’s 
most threatened species, 
such as elephants, tigers, 
saolas, deer and banteng.

A total of 234,291 snares were 
collected from five protected 
areas in Cambodia from 2010 
to 2019, the report said.

WWF-Cambodia country 
director Seng Teak said the 
snares are the principal threat 

to tigers in the region and a 
major contributor to their 
decline in natural forests in 
Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam.

He said the snaring crisis is a 
major factor leading to popu-
lation declines of predators 
in the WWF’s protected areas, 
including Indochinese leop-
ards, clouded leopards, dholes 
and the prey on which these 
animals depend like banteng, 
muntjac, wild boar, gaur, eld’s 
deer and sambar deer.

Teak said: “I commend 
the law enforcement efforts 
made by the rangers and law 
enforcement officers from the 
Ministry of Environment and 
the Ministry of Agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries.

“I am also encouraged by 
the 2019 Mondulkiri Gov-
ernor’s Circular No 5 which 
prohibits the purchase, sale, 
transportation and con-

sumption of wildlife species, 
which has led to a reduction 
of bushmeat availability in lo-
cal markets and restaurants.” 

WWF is advocating the 
implementation of a “One 
Health” approach linking the 
health of people and animals.

WWF urged this approach 
to be included in the decision-
making process on wildlife 
and land-use change and be 
incorporated into all business 
and financing decisions, espe-
cially related to global health.

“Snaring remains a major 
concern to wildlife survival. 
And removing snares from 
the forest alone is not enough. 
Strengthened legislation, ef-
fective prosecution and in-
creased penalties are crucial 
to end the trade in wild ani-
mals that are major targets 
for snaring,” Teak said.

Environment ministry 
spokesman Neth Pheaktra 
said the snare was a hidden 
killer of Cambodian wildlife. 
He said the removal of all 
types of snares from protected 
areas in the first six months of 
the year totalled 20,179, sav-
ing thousands of wildlife.

More than 40,000 snares, he 
said, were removed from pro-
tected areas last year.

“Snares are a threat to some 
of the most endangered spe-
cies on the planet. Keeping 
ahead of the threat of snar-
ing by hunters, rangers from 
the ministry not only patrol 
to prevent the destruction of 
natural resources and defor-
estation but also search for 
snares,” Pheaktra said.
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Snaring may spawn diseases 

Khorn Savi
 

PRIME Minister Hun Sen 
has called on citizens to take 
protective measures after 15 
Cambodians arriving home 
from Saudi Arabia on Friday 
tested positive for Covid-19.

 The latest cases bring the 
Kingdom’s Covid-19 tally to 
156 since the first case was 
reported in January. 

The 15 men, aged 21 to 33, 
arrived from Saudi Arabia on 
Friday via a connecting flight 
from Malaysia. 

Two of them are from 
Phnom Penh, while the rest 
are from provinces including 
three from Kandal, two from 
Takeo, seven from Tbong Kh-
mom, and one from Kratie. 

They were travelling with 
79 other passengers, three of 
them women. 

The 15 are being treated at 
the Chak Angre Health Centre 
in Phnom Penh’s Meanchey 
district, while the remaining 
passengers are being isolated 
at the capital’s Champuvorn 
quarantine centre on the 
 outskirts. 

On Saturday, Hun Sen said 
on Facebook that it remains 
crucial for citizens to contin-
ue taking good care of their 
health. 

“Cambodians should wash 
their hands frequently with 
soap or hand sanitisers and 
wear masks correctly. Crowd-
ed places such as markets 

and malls, restaurants, guest-
houses, hotels and casinos, 
which have been permitted 
to open, should have hand 
sanitisers and masks for cus-
tomers,” he wrote. 

On Friday, Minister of 
Health Mam Bun Heng also 
reiterated that Cambodia still 
faces risks and urged citizens 
to avoid crowded places and 
close contact. 

“If we act cooperatively we 
will be able to protect Cam-
bodia from the spread of the 
disease. Fighting against the 
spread of Covid-19 is an ob-
ligation of each individual so 
that society does not suffer 
from this global pandemic,” 
he said. 

Bun Heng said preven-
tion requires that Cambodia 
conduct strict tests at every 
border and on all passengers 
who visit Cambodia. 

The minister made the re-
marks as he inspected a test-
ing laboratory in Siem Reap 
that is expected to open early 
next month with the capac-
ity to provide Covid-19 test 
results in only a few hours. 
More such laboratories are 
planned for other provinces 
as well. 

Citizens are told to take pre-
cautionary measures even as 
the government plans to go 
forward with a five-day holi-
day from August 17 to August 
21 to make up for the can-
celled Khmer New year.

Cambodians from 
Saudi get Covid-19

‘The line of uN rapporteur’s mandate must not be crossed’
Continued from page 1

or are not doing to protect them.
He made several recommenda-

tions including the release of journal-
ists, reinforcing access to information 
and sharing as much information as 
possible about the disease.

People, Kaye said, should know 
about the tools available to protect 

themselves and their communi-
ties, while the practice of internet 
shutdowns and other limitations 
on access to the internet should be 
stopped.

In response, the Cambodian mis-
sion said the government has, on 
the contrary, taken measures to en-
sure that precious lives, particularly 
the most vulnerable ones, were not 

lost to Covid-19. All steps taken ad-
here to due process and principles 
of legality, necessity, proportional-
ity and non-discrimination, it said.

“Cambodia always treasures free-
dom of expression and the press in 
line with the law, and is deeply con-
scious that the plurality of voices, 
including critical ones, matter as far 
as the continued functioning of its 

democracy is concerned,” the mis-
sion said.

It said Kaye did not stress the fact 
that in practice, freedom of expres-
sion carries special duties, respon-
sibilities and limitations provided 
by law as stipulated in the universal 
Declaration of Human Rights and 
the International Convention on 
Civil and Political Rights.

This, it said, emboldens law-
breakers, who readily exploit the 
precarious situation for their hid-
den agendas.

“It is imperative that the line of 
his [Kaye’s] mandate not be crossed, 
bearing in mind the code of con-
duct and the operation manual of 
the special procedures of the Hu-
man Rights Council,” it said.

Park rangers pose with snares found in the Kingdom’s Eastern Plains 
Landscape, a protected area in Mondolkiri province. wwf
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Voun Dara

THE Ministry of Interior plans 
to grant residence cards to 
more than 80,000 immigrants 
to better keep track of them.

The ministry announced the 
plan on july 10, following the re-
sults of an immigration census.

“An inter-ministerial com-
mittee and many operational 
working groups have been set 
up to conduct a census of im-
migrants. They have examined 
the census to assess and com-
pile a formal annexe table to de-
fine management and solution 
frameworks,” the notice said. 

The census shows that na-
tionwide there are 89,786 im-
migrants from 28,945 families 
and 11 nationalities that have 
applied for recognition as im-
migrant foreigners and per-
manent residents.

Of the number, 89,471 are Viet-
namese nationals, 117 (Thai), 
151 (lao), and 22 (Chinese). 

The working groups revoked 

37,436 irregular Cambodia 
administrative documents 
from 69, 957 people from early 
2017 to june 30, last year. Of 
the number, there were 19,967 
Vietnamese families made up 
of 69,787 people.

“Currently, the ministry is 
granting permanent residence 
cards to the above-mentioned 
immigrants for them to be man-
aged under the law and they ful-
fil the obligations as defined. The 
cards are valid every two years,” 
said the ministry’s notice. 

Its General Department of 
Immigration spokesman Keo 
Vanthorn told The Post on 
Sunday that the intention of 
the notice is so the public will 
be assured that the govern-
ment is serious about manag-
ing immigrants.

“We want to tell [the public] we 
are serious. To better manage im-
migrants we conducted the cen-
sus to regulate a clear-cut figure 
by putting it into the system and 
issuing a series of permanent 

Residence cards set for 
over 80,000 immigrants

Soth Koemsoeun

A FORMER political party leader 
known for being critical of the govern-
ment has been appointed secretary of 
state at the Ministry of Rural Develop-
ment, a royal decree dated july 9 said.

Sourn Serey Ratha, the former pres-
ident of the Khmer Power Party (KPP), 
told The Post on Sunday that although 
he was unsure of what he would be 
tasked with, he will use the position to 
improve farmers’ livelihood.

“I have not given up on political 
life. My focus is on helping citizens, 
especially farmers, as that is my vi-
sion from the beginning. If they have 
land, they should have good liv-
ing conditions and become rightful 
owners without anyone encroaching 
on it,” he said.

Serey Ratha was arrested on Au-

gust 13, 2017, after posting social 
media messages critical of the Royal 
Cambodian Armed Forces (RCAF) 
leadership. The Facebook posts cen-
tred around a confrontation between 
Cambodian and lao armies along 
the borders in Stung Treng province.

He was then sentenced to five 
years in prison and fined 10 million 
riel ($2,500) on charges of inciting 
soldiers to disobedience and inciting 
others to commit offences.

While in prison, he was booted out 
as KPP president. He was granted a 
royal pardon on August 23, 2018, at the 
request of Prime Minister Hun Sen.

Political analyst lao Mong Hay said 
he was not aware of Serey Ratha’s 
appointment. Future Forum think 
tank president Ou Virak nor political 
analyst Meas Ny could be reached for 
comment on Sunday.

Ex-party leader, gov’t critic 
named as secretary of state

Workers armed with soft skills
Soth Koemsoeun

NEARly 2,000 workers from five 
factories in Bavet town attended a 
soft skills training event organised 
by the Ministry of labour and Voca-
tional Training to increase produc-
tivity and efficiency in preparation 
for getting new jobs in the future.

Svay Rieng provincial labour and 
Vocational Training Department di-
rector Ou Sokhoeun said on Sunday 
that the training courses were held for 
workers at five factories in the Special 
Economic Zone (SEZ) in Bavet town 
which suspended production.

Company representatives sent a 
total of 1,848 workers to participate 
in the training.

“Soft skills training sessions are 
held to increase productivity and 
work efficiency. They also help 
nurture professional relationships 
in the workplace and gets workers 
ready for new jobs. Workers also 
need to have this soft skills train-
ing just to qualify to get government 
subsidies,” Sokhoeun said.

A ministry official who asked not to 
be named said: “We have prepared 
several work-related lessons cover-
ing communication skills, the art of 
negotiating, group work, basics of 
labour law, dispute resolution pro-
cedures, workers’ basic rights, ben-
efits of the National Social Security 
Fund (NSSF), occupational safety 
and health and especially Covid-19 
prevention measures.”

Ven Savanen, a Collective union of 
Movement of Workers activist at the 
you li International factory in Bavet 
town told The Post: “I do not know 
what percentage of our workers can 
understand what was taught. But 

for me, it is good that the ministry is 
providing such training. 

“Before we go on strike, we have to 
think about the law, and if someone 
violates our rights, how do we ad-
dress the matter? I think, it’s much 
better,” he said.

He said the factory where he worked 
suspended operations from March to 
mid-july. The factory is expected to re-
open at the end of july with increased 
sanitary measures in place.

Em Sarath, one of the workers 
who attended the training, said he 
gained a lot of knowledge and skills 
from the event.  He thanked the gov-
ernment for organising it because 
it could improve his work and daily 
life.

Sarath said: “After participating in 
this training, I am very happy be-
cause it has made me better aware 
of the benefits of using the NSSF 
card, and I learned how to prevent 
and protect against Covid-19.

“This course has also made me 
understand how to negotiate and 
work in a group. I also learned about 
the labour law.”

The ministry’s Facebook post on 
june 28 said it organised training 
courses for seven factories and en-
terprises.

Among them, four were located in 
Phnom Penh. The other three are in 
Kandal, Kampong Speu and Pursat 
provinces. They involved a total of 
8,585 workers.

Kingdom produces PPE gear 
Khouth Sophak Chakrya

M
EDICAl supplies 
from Cambodia 
have been do-
nated to member 

countries of the Asian Devel-
opment Bank (ADB) to assist 
in the fight against Covid-19, 
said an ADB report published 
on july 9.

The report stated that the 
supplies were donated as a 
response to global efforts to 
combat the Covid-19 pandem-
ic. The Health Sector Group of 
the ADB’s Sustainable Devel-
opment and Climate Change 
Department (SDCC) mobil-
ised $48.3 million in funding 
early this year for the Technical 
Assistance on Regional Sup-
port to Address the Outbreak 
of Coronavirus Disease 2019 
(TA) project.

ADB received requests 
from all its developing mem-
ber countries to use funds 
to undertake procurement 
of urgently needed medical 
supplies. 

By the end of june, ADB, 
through its Procurement, Port-
folio, and Financial Manage-
ment Department (PPFD), pro-
cured and awarded $15 million 
worth of contracts with various 
suppliers of personal protec-
tive equipment (PPE), testing 
kits, diagnostics equipment, 
lab reagents, and other critical 
items to fight the disease.

This is in addition to the $16.7 
million in procurement servic-
es being undertaken by uNI-
CEF to assist in the TA project, 

which targets developing mem-
ber countries of the ADB.

The ADB report said: 
“Medtecs Group [Cambo-
dia] was one of the suppliers 
selected through the com-
petitive procurement process 
conducted by PPFD and was 
awarded a contract for $5 
million to produce protective 
gowns, coveralls and shoe cov-
ers to be distributed to front-
line health workers in 11 de-
veloping member countries.”

The company has been oper-
ating in Cambodia since 1999 
and employs 5,500 people at 

its Kampong Cham factory. 
About 82 per cent of the work-
force is composed of women. 
The factory has provided sta-
ble jobs for people living in the 
surrounding area.

“The entire production, 
which consisted of nearly 1.2 
million garments, took approx-
imately one month [to fulfil], 
with the company scaling up 
operations to meet the global 
PPE demand. The company 
now has a monthly production 
capacity of up to eight million 
gowns, 2.5 million coveralls 
and four million shoe covers.

“The finished goods passed 
an independent third-party 
inspection, and began being 
dispatched from Cambodia in 
late june for transportation to 
the various destination coun-
tries,” the report said.

ADB’s PPFD principal 
procurement specialist jes-
per Pederson, said: “ADB is 
pleased to play our part in 
directly procuring and fa-
cilitating the mobilisation of 
the urgently needed supplies 
from global sources to dif-
ferent developing member 
countries.”

Medtecs Group was awarded a contract for $5 million to produce protective gowns, coveralls and shoe covers 
to be distributed to frontline health workers in 11 developing member countries. Medtecs Group

Sourn Serey Ratha at the municipal court in 2016. He was sentenced to five years in prison 
for inciting soldiers to disobedience and inciting others to commit offences. HoNG MeNeA

Some of Chinese nationals who were deported last year. HeNG cHIVoAN

Workers receive training at a factory in Kampong Speu province. MINIstry of lAbour ANd 
VocAtIoNAl trAINING
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laotians held for 
dealing 6kg meth 
Kim Sarom

TWO lao men were arrested 
in Stung Treng province on 
Saturday in possession of 6kg 
of methamphetamine.

The arrests occurred at 
O’Svay commune, Borei 
O’Svay in Sen Chey district, 
Stung Treng, said anti-drug 
office chief Chem Phanith.

He said his officers worked 
in collaboration with the 
Ministry of Interior’s Anti-
Drug Department to arrest 
and question the suspects 
who confessed.

“The suspects and the evi-
dence were sent to the pro-
vincial court on Sunday,” said 
Phanith.

Anti-Drug Department 
deputy director yin Panharith 

said the operation was carried 
out by his office and the Stung 
Treng provincial police.

The joint forces pretended 
to be buyers, Panharith said. 
It was the second drug bust in 
the district related to laotian 
suspects.

In a separate drug case on july 
8, a Vietnamese man was ar-
rested in Bavet commune, Bavet 
district, in Svay Rieng on charges 
of trafficking 11kg of drugs.

Svay Rieng provincial anti-
drug chief Kan Ken told The 
Post on Sunday that the sus-
pect, 31, was charged and sent 
to the Svay Rieng provincial 
prison by judge Din Sivuthy. 

The defendant was caught 
attempting to deliver the 
drugs across the border by 
motorbike. 

Niem Chheng

A
T AN academic fo-
rum on Saturday to 
celebrate 70 years 
of Cambodia-uS 

diplomatic ties, Cambodian 
researchers and officials ex-
pressed hope of encouraging 
uS investments and for that 
country to deepen and im-
prove its bilateral relations.

Held at the Royal Academy 
of Cambodia, it reviewed the 
past 70 years of ties with the 
uS and looked towards pros-
pects.

Speakers included uS am-
bassador to Cambodia Pat-
rick Murphy, Council of Min-
isters permanent secretary 
of state Hing Thoraksy, and 
Royal Academy of Cambodia 
president Sok Touch, among 
others.

Thorasky said he believed 
the Donald Trump admin-
istration, through Murphy’s 
diplomatic actions, will im-
prove relations between the 
two countries.

He expressed hope that 
more uS investors and tour-
ists will invest in and visit 
Cambodia.

Murphy, he said, had im-
proved relations by meeting 
with many ministries and 
institutions and he said the 
uS ambassador maintained 
a clear, reasonable and non-
extremist stance.

Royal Academy of Cambo-
dia’s International Relations 
Institute director Kin Phea 

said uS and Cambodian re-
lations hit snags at times be-
cause of both countries’ rela-
tionships with China.

Phea said the core values of 
uS foreign diplomacy are de-
mocracy, human rights and 
the rule of law. While these 
values are noble, Western and 
Asian views on democracy, he 
said, may differ.

He urged foreign diplomats 
to learn more about Cambo-
dia’s society to better under-
stand the Cambodian mind-
set.

“The most important thing 
is to consistently respect the 
principle of the uN Charter – 
non-interference in each oth-
er’s affairs, respect for each 
other’s interests, sovereignty 

and territorial integrities.  
The second is to restore lost 
confidence,” Phea said.

The director of the Depart-
ment of America, latin Amer-
ica and Oceania Studies at the 
Royal Academy of Cambodia, 
Toek Meng, said he observed 
that countries that had good 
relations with the uS tend to 
receive billions of dollars in 
investment from it.

jonathan july, the economic 
and political adviser to the uS 
Embassy, said the extent of 
relations between two coun-
tries could not depend on 
investment volume because 
the economic volume of each 
country makes a difference.   

Touch said Cambodia 
trended towards China in its 

interest. “Why does Cambo-
dia listen to China? Because 
China provides aid. Does the 
uS construct hundred-storey 
buildings? It is China which 
builds them,” Touch said.

 He said Cambodia would 
trend more towards the uS 
if it improved investments in 
the Kingdom and attracted 
workers.

 “If the uS helps Cambodia 
with the agriculture sector, 
where 70 per cent of Cambo-
dians work, the uS will have 
an influence on the govern-
ment,” he said.

Murphy said democracy is 
a constant work-in-progress 
and expressed hope that 
Cambodians will have a voice 
in shaping the Kingdom’s fu-
ture.

“Now, our greatest source of 
pride in the relationship be-
tween the uS and Cambodia 
are our people to people ties,” 
he said.

He said he looked forward 
to increasing understanding 
between the two countries, 
boosting trade and inviting 
more Cambodians to study in 
the uS.

Murphy said he will support 
efforts to protect Cambodia’s 
multi-party democracy and 
sovereignty while working 
with the Kingdom to main-
tain an open and free Indo-
Pacific region. He said he’d 
also support Cambodia as it 
takes its turn as ASEAN chair 
in 2022.

Kingdom, uS vow stronger ties

The two Lao men were arrested in Stung Treng province’s Sen Chey 
district while in possession of 6kg of methamphetamine. police

Council of Ministers permanent secretary of state Hing Thoraksy (left), US 
embassador Patrick Murphy and RAC president Sok Touch. HeNG cHiVoAN
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FulFilling women’s and 
girls’ rights through the 
promotion of sexual and re-
productive health and rights 

(SRHR) is an essential prerequisite for 
reaching national development goals 
as well as the Sustainable Develop-
ment goals (SDgs). 

While many countries have made 
significant progress in reducing ma-
ternal mortality, preventing unwanted 
pregnancies, stemming the spread of 
sexually transmitted infections and 
fostering gender equality, gains in 
sexual and reproductive health and 
rights remain vulnerable against a 
rising tide of conservatism across 
the globe. This is compounded by 
entrenched local traditional harmful 
practices and exacerbated by multiple 
crises – such as the current Covid-19 
pandemic – that threaten to shift the 
focus away from women’s rights is-
sues and make access to much needed 
resources all the more challenging.

Emerging from a history of daunt-
ing challenges, Cambodia nonetheless 
achieved a number of the Millennium 
Development goals (MDgs), making 
considerable progress in adopting and 
implementing evidence-based national 
development policies and strengthen-
ing its human capital. 

in this, it was guided as well by 
gender equality to ensure the rights 
of women – including their right to 
sexual and reproductive health – are 
upheld. But the considerable gains 
made could be compromised by crises 
such as Covid-19 and their socio-
economic fallout.   

Deepening inequalities
While Covid-19 has had an equalis-

ing effect in its impact on various 
strata of society, regardless of whether 
a country is “developed” or “develop-
ing”, not everyone is affected equally. 

indeed, the pandemic is hitting 
already marginalised communities 
particularly hard, deepening inequali-
ties and threatening to set us back in 
our efforts in leaving no one behind, 
with women and girls to undoubtedly 
bear the brunt of the crisis.

Sophany, a 42-year-old mother 
of two from Tbong Khmum province 
in eastern Cambodia, suffered from 
domestic violence and abuse from her 
husband for more than a decade until 
she escaped and filed for divorce. 

She is one of many feeling the 
weight of the pandemic. She lost her 
income from selling food to garment 
factory workers during the Covid-19 
outbreak due to the closure of some 
factories, and she has found it all the 
more difficult to raise her children – 
resulting in her estranged husband 
taking one of their children. 

This resulted in further mental 
suffering and distress, but with the 
support of her brother and the local 
authorities, she managed to regain a 
livelihood, and she is now willing to 
volunteer to help other women in a 
similar situation.

A recent study conducted by un-
FPA, the united nations sexual and 
reproductive health agency, estimated 
that if lockdowns continue for six 
months with significant disruptions 
to health and other essential services, 
some 47 million women in low- and 
middle-income countries may not be 

able to access modern contraceptives, 
resulting in seven million unintended 
pregnancies. The restrictions will also 
result in 31 million additional cases 
of gender-based violence during the 
same period.

The impact of the pandemic is not 
confined to women’s health in isola-
tion. Women were already dispro-
portionately represented in insecure 
labour markets that are harder hit by 
the economic impacts of the Covid-19 
crisis, resulting in women like So-
phany falling back into poverty. Fur-
thermore, women’s unpaid care work 
has increased as a result of school 
closures and the increased needs of 
older people within the family.

The time is now to act and acceler-
ate the promise made for women and 
girls in 1994 in Cairo at the historic 
international Conference on Popula-
tion and Development (iCPD). 

in Cairo, Cambodia was one of 
179 governments that signed on to a 
far-reaching Programme of Action that 
transformed our view of population 
and development – a genuine paradigm 
shift – by embracing individuals’ rights 
and choices, including sexual and re-
productive health and rights grounded 
in gender equality, as being at the  

heart of sustainable development. 
Since 1994, Cambodia has been 

working hard to fulfil the iCPD Pro-
gramme of Action, making remarkable 
progress in reducing poverty levels, 
with the percentage of Cambodians 
living under the national poverty line 
falling from almost 48 per cent in 
2007 to 13.5 per cent in 2014. 

Maternal mortality rates decreased 
by around 65 per cent from 2005 to 
2014, and life expectancy at birth 
increased from 58 years in 2000 to 
69 years in 2013, while the first ever 
national Policy on gender Equality 
draft was initiated in 2019.

No room for complacency 

Despite these achievements, we 
must collectively work even harder to 
shore up these gains and ensure they 
are not rolled back amid the pandemic 
and its socioeconomic fallout. 

it is time for us all to realise our 
iCPD commitments, keep our promises 
and build a Cambodia that is better 
and safer for all, including women 
such as Sophany.

A quarter of a century after Cairo, 
at the nairobi Summit on the iCPD25 
in 2019, we observed thousands of 
representatives from governments, 

civil society, multilateral and bilateral 
institutions, private sector and mar-
ginalised communities come together 
at another historic summit to reaffirm 
once again the centrality of SRHR to 
sustainable development, and collec-
tively commit to the Three Zeros to be 
achieved by 2030 – Zero Preventable 
Maternal Deaths, Zero unmet need for 
Family Planning and Zero gender-
Based Violence and Harmful Practices.

For Cambodia that means dou-
bling down on efforts in achieving 
the unfinished business of the iCPD 
by 2030, recognising that without 
fulfilling the iCPD, we simply cannot 
meet the SDgs. Since our return from 
nairobi, Cambodia has actively under-
taken necessary steps to introduce an 
iCPD25 roadmap and put in place a 
coordination mechanism to oversee the 
implementation of the iCPD25 national 
Commitments delivered at nairobi. 

On the occasion of the World Popu-
lation Day 2020 – celebrated on July 11 
each year – with the theme of Putting 
the brakes on Covid-19: How to safe-
guard the health and rights of women 
and girls now, we call on all partners 
and stakeholders to recommit to and 
prioritise the sexual and reproductive 
health of women and girls, includ-

ing safer pregnancy and childbirth, 
increased access to modern contracep-
tion nationwide and the prevention and 
management of gender-based violence 
– which currently affects one in five 
women in Cambodia. 

We cannot do this alone. We need to 
work together around the clock – both 
to fight and contain this deadly virus 
and ensure at the same time that rights 
and choices for women’s and girls’ 
health and wellbeing are protected. 

We cannot be complacent and we 
cannot fail – the cost of failure would 
simply be too high to bear!

While the Covid-19 outbreak 
presents numerous challenges, this 
unprecedented global crisis has also 
provided new opportunities and impe-
tus to tackling the unfinished business 
of iCPD with ever greater urgency. 

if we are to make progress on the 
iCPD amid and beyond the pandemic 
in this Decade of Action towards the 
2030 SDgs finish line, we must put 
women and girls at the very centre of 
development, recognising that women 
and girls are ultimately at the heart of 
Cambodia’s remarkable, transforma-
tional journey of growth and change.

From the United Nations Population 
Fund in Cambodia. 

World Population Day 2020 
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Students celebrate World Population Day 2019 and the 25th anniversary of the UNFPA’s work in Cambodia.  photos supplied

The population census reached even remote parts of Cambodia.  photos supplied Students mark World Population Day 2018.  photos supplied 

‘the time is now to accelerate the promise for women and girls’
he dr ing Kantha phavi, Minister of Women’s Affairs – who headed the Cambodian delegation to the Nairobi summit in 2019 – he Chea Chantum, the 

secretary general of the General secretariat for population and development at th Cambodian Ministry of planning, and daniel Alemu, the acting repre-
sentative with the united Nations population Fund (uNFpA) in Cambodia highlight the importance of female rights to the Kingdom’s development.
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Business
Trading informaTion on Cambodia SeCuriTieS exChange

Auction Trading Method (ATM)

no SToCk CloSing PriCe oPening PriCe high low

1 ABC 17,880 17,940 17,980 17,840

2 GTI 3,280 3,300 3,300 3,280

3 PAS 15,800 15,800 15,800 15,800

4 PPAP 11,580 11,580 11,580 11,580

5 PPSP 2,330 2,300 2,330 2,300

6 PWSA 5,620 5,600 5,620 5,600

Date: July 10, 2020

USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,092 1.3613 7.0079 106.74 4.2670 1.3923 31.30 0.6946 1.1290 1.2595

Gov’t collects $1.68B in tax revenue
Hin Pisei

T
HE General Depart-
ment of Taxation 
(GDT) collected 
$1.68407 billion in 

tax revenue in the first half 
of this year, up $181.68 mil-
lion or 12 per cent compared 
to the same period last year, 
it said in a press release.

Issued at a meeting on the 
weekend, the release said 
first half tax revenue was 
equivalent to 59.09 per cent 
of the 2020 target.

The GDT said two main 
sources of revenue saw sig-
nificant growth during the 
period – value-added tax 
collection gained 4.83 per 
cent to about $339.4 million, 
while income tax collection 
ballooned 23.03 per cent to 
$664.1 million.

Of note, last month alone, 
the GDT collected $199.8 
million in tax revenue, 
equivalent to 7.01 per cent 
of the annual target. This 
was a 1.4 per cent rise from 
$197.02 million in june last 
year, which was 8.61 per cent 
of the 2019 annual target.

GDT director-general 
Kong Vibol said the depart-
ment will continue to strict-
ly and effectively implement 
the government’s in-depth 
reform policy to fulfil this 
year’s $2.88583 billion tax 
revenue collection target.

In this regard, he said, the 
GDT will introduce key mea-
sures such as strengthening 
the management of tax re-
turns, reinforcing the imple-
mentation of management 
and control, and enhancing 
its e-filing system.

It will also perk up tax col-
lection practices; strengthen 

audits; enhance the imple-
mentation of the collection 
of property taxes, unused 
land taxes and road taxes 
for this year; and improve 
the handling of companies’ 
requests to temporary sus-
pend or resume business 
activities, he added.

Royal Academy of Cam-
bodia economics researcher 
Hong Vanak told The Post 
on Sunday that tax collec-
tion has been largely spared 
the crushing effects of the 

Covid-19 pandemic.
Noteworthy driving forces 

behind the first half growth 
in tax collection include bet-
ter management and diver-
sification in the tax system, 
increased awareness of tax-
payers, robust import-export 
figures and a rise in domestic 
consumption, he said.

“Taxation has played a 
substantial role in raising 
revenue to inject into the na-
tional economy. The growth 
in revenue is an encourag-

ing sign for the Cambodian 
economy,” he said.

The government’s efforts 
to improve the efficiency 
of tax collection over re-
cent years notwithstanding, 
Vanak noted that, in prac-
tice, the procedure is not 
100 per cent accurate and 
transparent, highlighting 
property tax collection.

“Once we have better con-
trol over and are more accu-
rate in the aforementioned 
sense, I believe that the tax 

sector in Cambodia will en-
joy more extensive opportu-
nities to collect revenue for 
the national budget,” said 
Vanak.

The GDT collected $2.819 
billion in tax revenue last 
year, exceeding the annual 
target by $530 million of 
23.20 per cent, its 2019 Re-
sults and 2020 Implemen-
tation Plan report said on 
january 21. This was 28.28 
per cent higher than 2018’s 
$2.197 billion.

Cambodia, S Korea agree to official FTA talks
Post Staff

CAMBODIA and South Korea agreed 
on Thursday to launch official nego-
tiations for a bilateral free trade 
agreement (FTA).

The announcement comes more 
than a year after Prime Minister Hun 
Sen proposed to begin preparations 
for the FTA during his visit to South 
Korea in March last year.

The two countries signed a joint 
feasibility study on establishing the 
FTA last year. The study was carried 

out between November and May.
South Korean Minister of Trade, Indus-

try and Energy yoo Myung-hee said in a 
statement: “Amid the spread of Covid-19, 
it has become more important for South 
Korea to expand cooperation with 
Southeast Asian countries.

“We are pleased to launch FTA 
negotiations with Cambodia, which 
can potentially rise as the new hub of 
production and trade in ASEAN.

“The two countries will make 
efforts to come up with a meaningful 
result within this year.”

Phnom Penh and Seoul are expect-
ed to hold their first round of nego-
tiations later this month, sources 
have said.

Bilateral trade volume between the 
two countries hit $1 billion last year, 
gaining six per cent from 2018, data 
compiled by the Korea International 
Trade Association (Kita) show.

Cambodia exported $336 million 
worth of goods to South Korea last 
year and imported $697 million.

During a meeting with Cambodian 
residents in South Korea in February, 

Hun Sen said exports to South Korea 
mostly comprised of clothes, shoes, 
travel goods products, beverage, 
components for electronic equip-
ment, rubber, medical and agricul-
tural products.

Meanwhile, he said, Cambodia 
mainly imports vehicles, beverages, 
electronic equipment, home appli-
ances, medical and plastic products.

The Kingdom is the 58th largest 
export destination for Asia’s fourth 
largest economy by gross domestic 
product (GDP).

Vietnam set to 
commercialise 
5G in October
VIETNAM will commercialise the 5G 
network in October using entirely 
domestically produced equipment, 
the Ministry of Information and Com-
munications said.

On january 17, the first video call 
using a 5G connection on a gNodeB 
transceiver, researched and produced 
by Viettel, was successfully implement-
ed, meaning that Vietnam has officially 
mastered 5G network technology.

Vietnam is one of the few countries 
that can produce 5G equipment. The 
ministry will facilitate directing Viet-
namese businesses to invest in 
research and production of 5G equip-
ment towards commercialising 5G 
products this year.

Vietnam is building a roadmap to 
abolish the 2G mobile phone technol-
ogy from 2022 and is implementing 
bidding and licensing of the 2.6GHz 
mobile band to improve network qual-
ity and the speed of mobile services.

The ministry said telecom infra-
structure has seen an important 
change in frequency infrastructure. 
Implementing 5G in Vietnam has 
advantages as Vietnamese electronics 
and telecommunications businesses 
have produced lots of equipment and 
infrastructure, whereas before foreign 
manufacturers were relied upon.

The ministry’s Department of Infor-
mation and Technology said the devel-
opment of the 5G network has been one 
of the key orientations to upgrade dig-
ital infrastructure, serving national dig-
ital transformation. To implement this 
orientation, one of the important solu-
tions is Vietnam needs to research and 
master the design and manufacture of 
chips and 5G network equipment.

Deputy minister Phan Tam said the 
government launched the “Make in 
Vietnam” strategy to help the country 
escape the middle-income trap. The 
country aims to produce chipsets for 
5G network and internet of things (IoT) 
equipment. The government has 
offered preferential policies for the pro-
duction as it is a high-tech area. Many 
Vietnamese firms such as Viettel, FPT 
and Vingroup have been studying to 
produce such equipment.

A representative from Viettel said the 
group has approved an estimated 500 
billion dong ($21.6 million) for the devel-
opment of Microcell 5G and investing 
200 billion dong into a 5G lab.

Another representative from VinS-
mart said the company built a lab for 
research and development of 5G mobile 
phones and telecom equipment.

A representative of FPT said the 
state needs to provide supports to 
local firms such as corporate tax 
exemptions and personal income tax 
at high-tech parks, he added. VIET NAM 

NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

The General Department of Taxation (GDT) collected $1.68 billion in tax revenue in the first half of this year. pOST STAFF
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Thou Vireak

F
ORTy-SEVEN companies 
have successfully regis-
tered via a newly-launched 
information technology e-

business registration platform as 
of the end of the second week of 
this month, Ministry of Economy 
and Finance secretary of state Phan 
Phalla said.

Six ministries and state-run insti-
tutions have been integrated into a 
business registration system on the 
platform, also known as the Single 
Portal, which was launched on june 
15 by government representatives.

The six ministries and state insti-
tutions listed in the system are the 
ministries of Interior; Economy and 
Finance; Commerce; and labour 
and Vocational Training, as well as 
the General Department of Taxation 
and the Council for the Develop-
ment of Cambodia.

Another six are planned to be in-
corporated in the near future.

The Single Portal intends to make 
the process of registering and open-
ing a business in Cambodia easier 
and more efficient, and can be ac-
cessed at registrationservices.gov.
kh.

Phalla, who is also the chairman 
of the inter-ministerial registration 
system working group, said: “There’s 
nothing complicated about the reg-
istration – the government took the 
time to refine the system.”

He said the system will require 
companies to complete a one-time 

business registration form and that 
the entire process takes only eight 
days.

He added that all business regis-
tration data will be automatically 
transmitted to the six ministries and 
state institutions for inspection and 
approval.

“We previously had to go through 
three or four institutions to register 
a company, but now we can just log 
in to the website, complete all the 
required documents and wait for at 
most eight days,” he said.

Anthony Galliano, the CEO of fi-
nancial services firm Cambodia In-
vestment Management Co ltd, told 
The Post on Sunday that the Single 
Portal is essentially a quantum leap 

for the Kingdom.
Though widely unnoticed due 

to the Covid-19 pandemic, it is an 
extraordinary advancement that 
the government has achieved and 
should be heralded, he said.

He noted that registration had 
been a bureaucratic muddle with 
overlapping documents handed 
between ministries and state insti-
tutions, often taking more than a 
month for each to process.

Galliano said: “I have been an 
advocate of a common company 
registration gateway, to match the 
top echelon territories in the region 
such as Singapore and Hong Kong, 
where ministerial registration is 
streamlined and take only days.

“I am amazed at the transforma-
tion in company registration in the 
Kingdom which now takes only days 
with each ministry digesting com-
mon paperwork simultaneously 
with minimum human interaction.

“We have registered a company 
in a week, whereas in the past, the 
three ministries took at least three 
months, or much more.

“This will be a welcome improve-
ment and advancement for foreign 
direct investment, and we can now 
compete with the best in the region 
for ease of doing business.”

Phalla said the commerce ministry 
slashed registration fees under the 
new scheme by 50 per cent, while 
the registration tax on the new reg-
istration documents was waived.

“Businesspeople are no longer 
required to take a photo and scan 
their fingerprint immediately after 
listing,” he said.

Commerce ministry spokesman Se-
ang Thay said registration via the Single 
Portal will reduce costs and save time.

He lauded the portal as an in-
depth government reform to attract 
investors to the Kingdom.

“This is another success story for the 
government, and as one of the minis-
tries in the team behind the registra-
tion system, we are pleased to hear 
that the system is working smoothly.

“We invite people and investors 
who are considering opening a 
business in Cambodia to use this 
system and get registered quickly, 
and save on fees while you’re at it,” 
said Thay.

‘Single Portal’ integrated registration 
system welcomes nearly 50 firms

Single Portal was launched on June 15. hONG MENEA

S’pore at top spot as international 
shipping centre for seventh year
SINGAPORE retained its posi-
tion as the world’s most impor-
tant shipping hub on the Xin-
hua-Baltic International 
Shipping Centre Development 
(ISCD) Index.

This is the seventh consecu-
tive year Singapore is ranked 
first on the index, thanks to 
its advantages of geographi-
cal location, shipping industry 
ecosystem and supportive gov-
ernment policies, according to 
the Xinhua-Baltic Report 2020 
which was released on july 11.

The ISCD Index is published 
by the Baltic Exchange in col-
laboration with Chinese state-
run Xinhua News Agency. The 
index provides an indepen-
dent ranking of the perfor-
mance of the world’s largest 
cities that offer port and ship-
ping business services.

Baltic Exchange CEO Mark 
jackson said that while the latest 
report reflects the pre-Covid-19 
period, port cities that continue 
to build on their strengths will 
be able to communicate a clear 
vision for the future.

“We call on all the main 
shipping hubs to continue in-
vesting in education, R&D [re-
search and development] and 
new services; remain open to 
global talent and offer an at-
tractive international business 
environment,” he said.

The Baltic Exchange, which 
is headquartered in london, 
was acquired by Singapore 
Exchange in November 2016.

Maritime and Port Authority of 

Singapore CEO Quah ley Hoon 
said: “This good news comes 
amidst the Covid-19 gloom. The 
real test will be how we bounce 
back in a world shaken by an 
unprecedented crisis.”

She said Singapore will con-
tinue to rally governments 
and the global shipping com-
munity to work together and 
emerge stronger from the cri-
sis caused by the pandemic.

“Within Singapore, we stand 
united with our maritime 
companies, industry partners 
and unions, and will strive to 
maintain our position as a 

leading International Mari-
time Centre and a global hub 
port,” she said.

The report showed london 
climbing back to the sec-
ond place on the ISCD Index 
thanks to advantages accru-
ing from providing high-end 
shipping finance, insurance 
and legal services.

In 2018 and 2019, london 
occupied the third place on 
the index.

Shanghai, the biggest port 
in terms of container through-
put, climbed to the third spot 
this year, helped by steady 
improvement in port facilities 
and shipping service levels.

Meanwhile, Hong Kong fell 
to fourth place mainly due to 
a decrease in cargo through-
put and a drop in rankings 
relative to other centres in 
areas such as ship brokerage, 
insurance and legal services.

Dubai, the preeminent 
shipping hub in the Middle 
East, ranked fifth for the third 
consecutive year.

Rotterdam and Hamburg 
have also retained their posi-
tions since 2018, ranking sixth 
and seventh respectively. 
Benefiting from an improving 
business environment, Ath-

ens rose to the eighth slot.
New york-New jersey 

slipped by one place to the 
ninth position, while Tokyo 
rose one spot, returning to 
the ranks of the top 10.

Xu yu Chang, president of the 
China Economic Information 
Service, a wholly-owned com-
pany of Xinhua, said: “I believe 
the continued release of the 
Index will further contribute to 
sustainable global economic 
growth by optimising shipping 
resources worldwide as well as 
promoting the scientific devel-
opment of international ship-
ping centres.” THE STRAITS TIMES 

(SINGAPORE)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Acleda, CDB ink 
$130M credit 
facility pact

ACLEDA Bank Plc, Cambodia’s 
largest locally-owned com-
mercial bank, has signed a 

$130 million long-term facility agree-
ment with Chinese state-owned Chi-
na Development Bank Corp (CDB), 
the world’s largest development bank 
by assets, it said in a press release on 
Friday.

CDB Guangxi branch deputy general 
manager Lyu Zhinan said Acleda 
Bank is the primary bank propping 
up the development of small and 
medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) in 
the Kingdom.

He said the newly inked cooperation 
deal will help more Cambodian SMEs 
tackle Covid-19 and resume opera-
tion, and have a positive influence in 
the Kingdom’s economic recovery.

Lyu said: “CDB is willing to develop 
further cooperation with Acleda Bank, 
undertaking a more important role 
in promoting rapid economic growth 
and releasing development potential 
in Cambodia.”

Acleda Bank president and group 
managing director In Channy said 
CDB’s financing will shore up his 
bank’s long-term growth prospects.

He said the deal will enable his bank 
to provide an additional 5,000 loans to 
the Kingdom’s SMEs.

Channy said: “The diversification 
of funding sources is very important 
to support sustainable and strategic 
growth of the bank.

“As one of the listed companies on 
the Cambodia Securities Exchange, 
we can mobilise funding from the 
capital market to strengthen our 
capital, tap into savings and deposits 
from the financial market for short 
term funding needs.” ThOU VIREAK

The real test will be 
how we bounce back in a 

world shaken by an 
unprecedented crisis



INDIAN Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on Friday dedicated 
to the nation a 750MW solar 
project set up at Rewa city in 
Madhya Pradesh state’s north-
east through video conferenc-
ing from Delhi.

The solar project is said to be 
the biggest in Asia.

The event was attended by 
Madhya Pradesh Chief Minis-
ter Shivraj Singh Chouhan and 
Union Power Minister RK Singh 
and several other ministers.

Addressing the event, Modi 
said that with this solar plant 
in Rewa, not only will indus-
tries in Madhya Pradesh get 
electricity, but even the metro 
rail in Delhi stand to benefit.

Apart from Rewa, work is 
underway on solar power 
plants in Shajapur, Neemuch 
and Chhatarpur, he said.

He stressed that solar energy 
will be the energy of choice for 
the 21st century because it is 
sure, pure and secure.

“Today, Rewa has really 
scripted history. Rewa is iden-
tified with the name of mother 
Narmada and the white tiger. 
Now, the name of Asia’s largest 
solar power project has also 
been added to it,” he said.

Congratulating the people of 
Rewa and Madhya Pradesh, 
Modi added: “This solar plant 
of Rewa will help in making 
this entire area a big centre of 
energy in this decade.”

He further reiterated his move 

to make India self-reliant. He 
said that as India moves towards 
new peaks of development and 
the demand for energy and 
electricity grows, “self-sufficien-
cy in electricity is very impor-
tant for a self-reliant India.

“When we talk about self-re-
liance and progress, the econo-
my is an important aspect. 
Policymakers from all over the 
world have been in dilemma for 
years whether to think about 
the economy or environment,” 
Modi was quoted as saying by 
the Hindustan Times.

“As we are launching large 
projects of renewable energy, 
we are also making sure that 
our determination towards 

clean energy is seen in every 
aspect of life. We are hoping 
that its benefits reach every 
corner of the country, every 
section of society, every citi-
zen,” he said.

He said the way India is utilis-
ing solar power is being dis-
cussed across the globe. “Keep-
ing this expectation of the world 
and the humanity from India, we 
are engaged in connecting the 
whole world. The result of this 
thinking is ISA which is Interna-
tional Solar Alliance. This is the 
spirit behind one world, one sun, 
one grid,” he said.

The 40 billion rupee ($530 
million) project has three units 
of 250MW each at a solar park 

spread over 1,500ha developed 
by Rewa Ultra Mega Solar Ltd 
(RUMSL), a joint venture com-
pany of Madhya Pradesh Urja-
Vikas Nigam Ltd and Solar 
Energy Corporation of India 
Ltd (SECI), a Central Public 
Sector Undertaking.

Twenty-four per cent of the 
solar power produced by the 
project will be used in the 
Delhi Metro and the remain-
ing 76 per cent by discoms – or 
electricity distribution compa-
nies – of Madhya Pradesh.

The government gave 1.38 
billion rupees to RUMSL for 
the project for which Mahin-
dra Renewables, ACME Solar 
Holdings, and Solengeri Power 
were shortlisted through 
reverse bidding for the three 
units at tariffs of 2.979 rupees, 
2.970 rupees and 2.974 rupees 
for the first year.

This is the lowest tariff ever 
discovered through a bidding 
process for solar projects in 
India.

The government has claimed 
that the 750MW ultra mega 
solar power plant will reduce 
emission equivalent to approx-
imately 1.5 million tonnes of 
carbon dioxide every year.

The Rewa Project also exempli-
fies India’s commitment to hit its 
target of 175GW of installed 
renewable energy capacity by the 
year 2022, including 100GW of 
solar-installed capacity. THE STATES-

MAN (INDIA)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK
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Upbeat prospects seen for Kingdom’s fintech

Indian prime minister inaugurates 
750MW solar project – largest in Asia

Cambodia’s financial tech-
nology (fintech) start-up scene 
is poised to emerge amid the 
rapidly expanding Fourth 
Industrial Revolution and 
its evolving needs for digital 
technologies which are set to 
upend traditional economic 
frameworks in the region and 
in the wider world.

Last week, Cambodia Fintech 
Association (CFA) and Cambo-
dia Association of Fintech and 
Technology (CAFT) announced 
that they had merged to bet-
ter navigate the Kingdom’s 
technology landscape, digital 
environment and innovation 
pathway into the next level. 
The new association will con-
tinue under the CAFT label.

Pen chanda, the CEO of the 
new CAFT sat down with The 
Post’s May Kunmakara to dis-
cuss the current state of digital 
technology and the changes it 
has brought to the Kingdom.

How have tech start-ups 
changed the information and 
communications technology 
(ICT) game in the Kingdom?

Cambodia’s start-up scene 
has shown steady growth, 
particularly in the fintech 
industry, but it is still in its 
nascent stage. There is more 
that needs to happen and be 

addressed, and this is what 
CAFT is all about.

We want to help support 
start-ups by serving as their 
unified voice to the regulators, 
connect them to financial in-
stitutions, the community and 
offer the support they need to 
grow their ideas and business-
es into their full potential.

How will the development 

help integrate the unbanked 
population into financial mar-
kets?

Fintech is one of the fastest 
growing industries in Cam-
bodia and has made finan-
cial services and products 
more accessible and afford-
able to the masses. Digital 
access to these products and 
services has paved the way 
for greater financial inclu-

sion of Cambodians.
With the National Bank of 

Cambodia’s support of our 
payment service institutions, 
we are looking at a brighter 
future in which currently un-
banked Cambodians are able 
to access financial services in 
a non-traditional way.

Does the Kingdom have ad-
equate regulatory frame-

works in place to manage and 
oversee the industry?

It is quite efficient and very 
helpful to the fintech com-
munity but it is still constant-
ly evolving. As the fintech 
industry grows, adaptability 
is the key to the creation or 
modification of options for 
regulatory frameworks.

One example is the e-com-
merce law that was enacted in 
November last year which is 
not only helpful for businesses 
but for consumers as well.

Other areas where the regu-
lator has been supportive in-
clude – establishing a Payment 
Services Institution licence 
to regulate payment compa-
nies through guidelines and 
governance that ensure a safe 
operating environment and 
supporting the establishment 
of the (new) CAFT to organise 
the voices of the fintech com-
munity and work collabora-
tively between members and 
the regulator to share ideas 
and developments.

What steps has the govern-
ment taken to transition the 
Kingdom into a digital econ-
omy?

Taking into account the 
government’s plan to trans-
form Cambodia into a digital 
economy by 2023, I believe 
that we are still on track.

One key indication of this 
is the instrumental support 
of the government’s primary 
tactic of providing citizens 

and business owners an in-
tegrated portal (known as 
the Single Portal) connected 
across its agencies, which has 
proven its value during the 
pandemic.

The private sector’s prog-
ress towards the goal is un-
derpinned by the emergence 
of several innovative tech 
start-ups that reshape the 
lives of Cambodians and how 
they do business.

The digital infrastructure 
will enable transparency and 
ease of doing business in 
Cambodia which will contin-
ue to stimulate small and me-
dium-sized enterprise growth 
and innovation.

How will CAFT contribute to 
the development of fintech 
and digital business in the 
Kingdom?

CAFT is comprised of the top 
fintech companies and busi-
ness leaders in the country 
who are here to serve and help 
the fintech community grow 
to its maximum potential.

We are an association that 
values innovative ideas and 
is supportive of start-ups that 
have the potential to impact the 
digital revolution in Cambodia.

Last and most importantly 
we are a unified voice for the 
regulators ready to lend a hand 
on how we can help Cambodia 
grow its digital economy.

This interview has been edited 
for length and clarity.

CAFT CEO Pen Chanda said his association serves as a unified voice for the fintech community. MAY KUNMAKARA

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi dedicated to the nation a 750MW 
solar project set up at Rewa city in Madhya Pradesh state. TWITTER

BUSINESS
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CHINA took back 589 fugitives 
from overseas in the past three 
months as intensified efforts 
were made to hunt down those 
suspected of taking bribes 
and engaging in wrongdoing 
in state-owned enterprises 
and the financial industry, the 
country’s leading anti-graft 
watchdog said on Friday.

This year’s global anti-cor-
ruption manhunt operation, 
code-named “Sky Net 2020”, 
was launched in April.

As of june 30, it had returned 
589 people suspected of duty-
related crimes, according to 
information posted online by 
the Central Commission for 
Discipline Inspection of the 
Communist Party of China 
and the National Supervisory 
Commission.

Of those, 152 were Party 
members and government of-
ficials, the commission said.

In june, for example, Hai Tao, 
60, a fugitive bribery suspect 
who worked for the now-de-
funct Ministry of Railways and 
was also listed on an Interpol 
Red Notice, returned to China 
to turn himself in after fleeing 
overseas seven years ago.

Hai’s surrender was a sign of 
an important achievement in 
the country’s continued man-
hunt for duty-related crime 
suspects as years of operations 
have greatly impeded fugitives, 
said Song Wei, director of the 
clean governance research 
center at the university of Sci-
ence and Technology Beijing.

Meanwhile, fugitives sus-
pected of offering bribes to of-
ficials were also major targets 
of this year’s campaign, the 
commissions said.

On May 18, Qian jianfen, for-
mer legal representative of Wuxi 
Ronghai Investment Consulting 
Co ltd in jiangsu province, who 
had fled abroad in july last year, 
returned and turned herself in.

She was accused of bribing 
justice department officials 
from May 2013 to November 
2014, after those officials of-
fered “help” for her company 
in a bankruptcy case.

A month after Qian’s return, 
Zhang jihua, former legal 
representative of Shuanghua 
Pharmaceutical Trading Co ltd 
in Shandong province, who 
fled overseas after allegations 
of giving bribes to officials of 
state-owned enterprises, also 
came back and surrendered.

In late April, Hu yipin, a fu-
gitive suspected of loan fraud, 
was repatriated from Vietnam 
to China. A month later, Qiang 
Tao and li jiandong, two fugi-
tives suspected of stealing large 
amounts of company property, 
were brought back from Myan-
mar after being arrested there.

All three had been listed 
on an Interpol Red Notice in 
March after they fled China. 
CHINA DAILY/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Missing Seoul mayor Park found dead
S

EOul mayor Park Won-soon 
was found dead early on Friday, 
police said, in what appears to 
be one of the country’s highest-

profile suicides in recent history.
The body of Park, 64, was found at 

Mount Bukak, hours after he was 
reported missing.

The exact cause of his death remained 
under investigation.

Park’s daughter filed a police report 
at 5:17pm (0817 GMT) on Thursday 
that he “had left home four to five 
hours ago after leaving words like a 
will, with his phone currently off”.

More than 770 police officers, fire 
trucks and an ambulance were mobi-
lised to track the whereabouts of Park, 
searching areas around his home and 
nearby the temple Gilsangsa in Seoul’s 
Seongbuk ward, where his cellphone 
signal was last detected.

The Seoul Metropolitan Government 
said the mayor did not come to work 
on Thursday due to health reasons.

In a text message to reporters in the 
morning, the city government said all 
events and meetings that Park had 
been set to attend on Thursday were 
called off for “unavoidable reasons”.

On Wednesday, Park made a public 
appearance while holding a press con-
ference on the city’s “Green New Deal” 
that intends to cut carbon dioxide 
emissions while creating jobs.

Park left behind a note on his desk at 
home before his death.

“I’m sorry to everyone. I’m grateful 
for all the people who I shared my life 
with,” he wrote in the note, which was 
revealed upon the bereaved family’s 
wishes later on Friday. “I have been 
feeling sorry to my family for I could 
only give them pain.”

“Please cremate my body and scatter 
around the graves of my parents.”

Thousands of mourners filled a 
grassy plaza outside City Hall on Sat-
urday to pay their respects to Park.

Citizens of all ages waited in a long 
line that snaked around the plaza to 
pay condolence calls to the memorial 
altar set up in front of the building.

City officials checked mourners’ 
temperatures before allowing them to 
join the line and instructed them to 
maintain a 1m distance from others in 

a precautionary measure against the 
coronavirus. Visitors were also required 
to write down their names, addresses 
and phone numbers.

The Seoul Metropolitan City Govern-
ment said some 2,210 people visited 
the makeshift altar as of 2:30 pm.

The official funeral site is Seoul Nation-
al university Hospital, where 3,441 peo-
ple visited as of 10:30pm on Friday.

People vowed their heads and laid white 
chrysanthemums in front of Park’s portrait 
in the altar, which was set up frugally upon 
the bereaved family’s request.

“The mayor’s death will remain a big 
loss for the politics and Seoul,” Hong 
Nam-ju, 71, who was making his sec-
ond visit to the mourning site an hour 
before heading home in Suwon city, 
Gyeonggi province.

“He was one of my favourite politi-
cians. He pushed for policies that he 
believed in and people liked the out-
comes of his initiatives.”

Park was a renowned civil activist and 

human rights lawyer who promoted the 
rights of women and labourers before 
being elected Seoul mayor in 2011. He 
was in his third and final term.

He made a public appeal for human-
centred policies and equality, such as mak-
ing efforts to curb soaring housing prices in 
Seoul and strengthen welfare programmes 
for the youth as well as the elderly.

A member of the ruling Democratic 
Party of Korea, Park was regarded as a 
potential presidential candidate for the 
2022 election.

But his integrity has been questioned 
following police confirmation that 
shortly before his death, one of his 
former secretaries had filed a claim 
against him. The nature of the offence 
has not been disclosed by police but is 
reportedly sexual.

According to local news reports, the 
former secretary on Wednesday alleged 
that Park had made physical contact sev-
eral times since she began to work with 
him in 2017. She submitted messages that 

she had exchanged with Park via the Tel-
egram service to police as evidence.

According to her testimony, there 
have also been other victims sexually 
assaulted by the mayor.

Police had planned to call in Park and 
Seoul government officials for investi-
gations into the case.

Police who examined the body said 
Park appeared to have killed himself. 

jang Ki-soon, 80, who was standing 
in a queue at the plaza said: “He did 
great things as a mayor and a human 
rights lawyer. He was an uncorrupted 
man. Those who had bigger faults 
[than Park] are quite well off.”

A mourner in his mid-20’s, who refused 
to disclose his name, said he had ques-
tions about the allegation against him 
but came to deplore his death.

The city hall memorial will be open 
for visitors until 10pm on Monday.

Park is survived by his wife, a son and 
a daughter. THE KOREA HERALD/ASIA NEWS NET-

WORK

uN restarts limited cross-border aid to Syria
THE uN Security Council on 
Saturday passed a resolution to 
restart cross-border humani-
tarian aid to Syria, but only after 
caving to Russian pressure to 
close one of two access points 
into the war-torn country.

Following a week of division 
and seven ballots, the Council 
passed a proposal submitted by 
Germany and Belgium allow-
ing the use of the Bab al-Hawa 
crossing point for one year.

The measure was approved 
by 12 of 15 members, with 
Russia, China and the Do-
minican Republic abstaining, 
diplomats said.

Authorisation for the con-
tinued transport of aid to 
Syria, a system in place since 
2014, expired on Friday night 
after Moscow and Beijing 
used their veto power and the 
council then rejected a Coun-
terproposal from Russia.

With the approval of the 
German-Belgian proposal 
on Saturday, the Bab al-Ha-
wa crossing point on Syria’s 
northwestern border with 
Turkey will be maintained for 
a year, until july 10, 2021.

This will allow badly needed 
humanitarian aid to continue 
flowing to several million Syr-
ians living in the insurgent re-
gion of Idlib, which the Syrian 
regime does not control.

For weeks, Russia, Syria’s 
most important ally, has been 
demanding an end to the use of 
the Bab al-Salam border cross-
ing, which leads to the Aleppo 
region in northern Syria.

European countries and the 
uS had wanted to maintain 
both crossing points.

“Russia controls this pro-
cess,” said Richard Gowan of 
the International Crisis Group 
think tank.

“The drama and vetoes of 
the last week were a distrac-
tion as ultimately Russia was 
always going to force a settle-
ment on roughly the terms we 
see today,” he said.

The outcome of Saturday’s 
vote is a notable failure for the 
uS, whose ambassador had 
called the maintenance of two 
border crossings a “red line”.

uN authorisation allows the 
international body to distribute 
aid to displaced Syrians without 
Damascus’s permission.

But Russia and China argue 
that the authorisation violates 
Syria’s sovereignty, and that aid 
can increasingly be channelled 
through Syrian authorities.

Western member states re-
ject Russia’s arguments, saying 
there is no credible alternative 
to the cross-border system and 
that Syrian bureaucracy and 
politics prevent an effective 

flow of aid in areas not con-
trolled by the Syrian regime.

Susannah Sirkin, of Physi-
cians for Human Rights, called 
the uN system “the most vi-
able channel to deliver aid to 
millions of Syrians in need.

“Without it, civilians who rely 
on lifesaving assistance will be 
at the mercy of the Syrian gov-
ernment”, which could block 
aid deliveries to areas under 
opposition control, she said.

The closure of the Bab al-
Salam crossing was also a set-
back for uN secretary-general 
Antonio Guterres, who called 
in june for a one-year exten-
sion of the aid to include the 
two access points.

In january, Moscow succeed-
ed in having the crossing points 
reduced from four to two and in 
limiting the authorisation to six 
months instead of a year.

This week Russia and China 

exercised their veto rights as 
permanent members twice – 
on Tuesday and Friday – even 
as NGOs and Western coun-
tries accused them of politi-
cising a humanitarian issue.

Friday’s vetoes by Moscow 
and Beijing marked the 16th 
for Russia and 10th for China 
on texts linked to Syria since 
the war began in 2011.

Dominican ambassador 
jose Singer said: “We are dis-
appointed that once again, 
the Security Council has been 
unable to collectively and 
constructively address one 
of the greatest humanitarian 
tragedies of our time.”

But the German ambassa-
dor, Heiko Maas, said it was 
“good news for millions of Syr-
ian men, women and children 
that the Security Council was 
ultimately able to agree on our 
compromise proposal”. AFP

Thousands of mourners filled a grassy plaza outside City Hall on Saturday to pay their respects to Park. SEOUL METROPOLITAN GOVERNMENT/AFP

Watchdog: 
589 people 
taken back 
to China
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Vietnamese scientists 
have made potential 
cancer breakthrough
SCIENTISTS of the Vietnam 
Academy of Science and Tech-
nology (Vast) have succeeded 
in synthesising platinum com-
plexes which have cytotoxicity 
on cancer cells and have the 
potential for treating cancer.

The research was recognised 
as outstanding and accepted 
by Vast’s Appraisal Council on 
june 18.

“Cancer is on the rise in Viet-
nam and around the world. 
Although scientists have made 
great efforts in producing anti-
cancer drugs, they have not 
met demand and the mortal-
ity rate among cancer patients 
is still high,” said Nguyen 
Quang Trung, from the Insti-
tute of Chemistry of Vast, the 
leading author of the 
research.

A research paper entitled 
“Synthesis, characterization 
and In Vitro Cytotoxicity of 
Palatinum (II) complexes with 
Some Tetradentate Salen lig-
ands” was published in Sci-
ence journal of Chemistry on 
july 1 last year.

Cisplatin is a widely used 
drug across the world for the 
treatment of various cancers 
including ovarian and testicu-
lar cancer. However, it has 

severe side effects and drug 
resistance. 

Medical chemists are explor-
ing to overcome these obsta-
cles by developing new plati-
num complexes which have 
different structural features 
and reactivities.

Trung and his colleagues 
have tried to create the plati-
num complexes that are effec-
tive in cancer treatment but 
minimise the side effects on 
patients.

In the research, they evalu-
ated the in-vitro cytotoxicity of 
platinum complexes on 
human epidermoid carcinoma 
cells and breast cancer cells. 
The results showed the com-
plexes have a positive effect on 
cancer cells.

Trung said: “These research 
results have strengthened and 
developed the direction of 
inorganic  biochemical 
research in Vietnam, contrib-
uting to improving the skills of 
synthesising ligands and com-
plexes for researchers.”

He also said it would help 
enhance capacity for study-
ing the characterisation of 
platinum complex, especially 
cytotoxicity to cancer cells. VIET 

NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

P
HIlIPPINE lawmakers re-
fused on Friday to issue a 
new operating licence for 
the country’s broadcast-

ing giant ABS-CBN Corp, in the lat-
est blow to media outlets critical of 
President Rodrigo Duterte’s poli-
cies.

The lower house committee voted 
70-11 to reject ABS-CBN’s application 
for another 25-year franchise after it 
was forced off the air in May over a 
stalled renewal of its previous licence, 
which Duterte had pledged to block.

The results of the vote – slammed 
by critics as an assault on press free-
dom – could potentially keep the 
radio, TV and internet giant from 
broadcasting until the end of Du-
terte’s term in 2022.

ABS-CBN president Carlo Katig-
bak said the company was “deeply 
hurt” by the decision.

“We believe that we have been 
rendering service that is meaningful 
and valuable to the Filipino public,” 
Katigbak said in a statement.

“We hope to find other ways to 
achieve our mission.”

Hundreds of ABS-CBN employees, 
including some of its biggest stars, 
protested outside Congress on Fri-
day in a last-ditch effort to convince 
lawmakers to vote in their favour.

About 11,000 jobs could be lost 
due to the shutdown, ABS-CBN said 
previously.

During more than a dozen hearings 
lasting over a hundred hours, Duterte 
allies alleged ABS-CBN’s honorary 
chairman and top shareholder Eu-
genio lopez was a uS citizen which 
disqualified him from owning a Phil-
ippine media company.

They also accused the network of 
tax evasion, interfering in elections 
and abusing employees’ rights.

ABS-CBN denies the allegations.
Human Rights Watch deputy Asia 

director Phil Robertson said in a 

statement: “Today’s vote . . . is an 
astounding display of obsequious 
behaviour by Congressional repre-
sentatives, kowtowing to Duterte 
by agreeing to seriously limit media 
freedom in the Philippines.”

 The Foreign Correspondents As-
sociation of the Philippines said it 
was a “profoundly dark day for jour-
nalists” in the country.

Duterte had regularly targeted 
ABS-CBN with accusations that it 
had failed to air his ads during the 
2016 presidential election despite 
accepting payment to do so.

It had appeared the media power-
house would get its licence renewal 

after publicly apologising to the 
president earlier this year.

Duterte’s spokesman Harry Roque 
said the committee’s decision was 
the “sole prerogative of Congress”.

He said: “Much as we want to work 
with the aforesaid media network, 
we have to abide by the resolution 
of the House committee.”

ABS-CBN’s broadcast news cover-
age had been watched by millions 
daily before regulators forced it off the 
air.

The network has challenged the 
order in the Supreme Court, argu-
ing it curtailed freedom of speech 
guaranteed by the Philippine con-

stitution. The court has not ruled on 
the case.

ABS-CBN is allowed to file a fresh 
licence application but its success 
would require members of Con-
gress, whose terms expire in 2022, to 
change their minds.

Duterte is notorious for tangling 
with media outlets critical of his 
policies, including a drug war that 
has killed thousands.

journalist Maria Ressa, an out-
spoken critic, faces up to six years 
in prison after she was convicted of 
cyber libel last month.

Her website Rappler is also battling 
a government closure effort. AFP

Philippine ABS-CBN denied licence

ABS-CBN’s broadcast news coverage had been watched by millions daily before regulators forced it off the air. AFP

CONSERVATIONISTS have 
warned that a sudden change 
in Myanmar’s law allowing the 
commercial farming of tigers, 
pangolins and other endan-
gered species risks further 
fuelling demand in China for 
rare wildlife products.

The Southeast Asian nation 
is already a hub for the illegal 
trafficking of wildlife, a trade 
driven by demand from neigh-
bouring China and worth an 
estimated $20 billion world-
wide.

last month, the Ministry of 
Natural Resources and Envi-
ronmental Conservation’s For-
est Department quietly gave 
the green light to private zoos 
to apply for licences to breed 
90 species, more than 20 of 
which are endangered or crit-
ically endangered.

It was an unexpected move 
that caught conservation 
groups off-guard but was 
explained by the department 
as a way to help reduce poach-
ing of wild species and illegal 
breeding.

Tigers – thought to number 
just 22 in Myanmar – appear 
on the list alongside pango-
lins, elephants and various 
species of vulture as well as the 
Ayeyarwady (Irrawaddy) dol-

phin, of which only a few doz-
en remain in the wild in the 
country.

The critically endangered 
Siamese crocodile can now 
even be bred for its meat and 
skin.

But conservationists say 
commercial farming in the 
long-term legitimises the use 
of endangered species and 
fuels market demand.

Conservation groups WWF 
and Fauna & Flora Interna-
tional (FFI) said in a joint 

statement: “Commercial trade 
has been shown to increase 
illegal trade in wildlife by cre-
ating a parallel market and 
boosting overall demand for 
wild animal products.”

Experts also fear Myan-
mar’s lack of capacity to regu-
late the trade raises the risk 
of disease spillover to humans 
from animals and even the 
“next Covid-19”.

john Goodrich from global 
wild cat conservation organi-
sation Panthera warned farm-

ing can also “provide a means 
for laundering wild speci-
mens”, complicating efforts to 
police the trade.

The Convention on Interna-
tional Trade in Endangered 
Species (Cites) does allow cap-
tive breeding of certain endan-
gered species, but only under 
strict regulation.

But Myanmar’s ability to 
police the trade is disputed, 
say environmental groups, 
who fear the country risks fol-
lowing in the footsteps of 
Thailand, laos and Vietnam, 
which have lost much of their 
wildlife.

The Forest Department said 
the new list was drawn up “in 
full adherence with the law” 
and after consultation with 
“conservation groups, aca-
demics, and experts in the 
field”.

Conservationists fear the 
rule change risks undermining 
all the progress Myanmar had 
made in recent years to end 
the illegal wildlife trade.

Rare footage caught by FFI 
camera traps showed the 
“treasure trove” of species in 
Myanmar’s forests, the group 
said.

“We must do everything we 
can to protect them.” AFP

Tiger, pangolin farming in Myanmar 
risks ‘boosting international demand’

Tigers, thought to number just 22 in Myanmar, appear on the list  
alongside pangolins, elephants and various species of vulture as well 
as the Ayeyarwady (Irrawaddy) dolphin, of which only a few dozen 
remain in the wild in the country. AFP

Continued from page 1

“huge effort and energy” had gone 
into saving Cameron, who was 
given the country’s best equipment 
and whose case had captured the at-
tention of everyone from doctors to 
government officials.

just a few weeks after arriving in 
Vietnam in early February for a new 
role with the national carrier, Cam-
eron spent an evening at the popu-
lar “Buddha Bar” in Ho Chi Minh 
City. 

He tested positive days later, on 
March 18, for Covid-19.

Known as Patient 91, Cameron 
became the focus of huge media at-
tention as the country’s top medical 
minds met to brainstorm treatment 
options.

The news that he would need a 
lung transplant was met with 59 
donation offers, according to the 
health ministry.

But after waking from a coma at 
the end of May, there were small 
signs of improvement – a thumbs-
up sign for an attentive doctor, a 
trip on to the balcony to catch some 
sunshine and a video of him hold-
ing a Motherwell Football Club scarf 
aloft.

Every step towards recovery made 
headlines.

Finally on Saturday – as State 
media said his treatment bill had 
reached at least $150,000 – he was 
well enough to catch a special repa-
triation flight to london, accompa-
nied by three doctors.

His return home comes as Viet-
nam celebrated 85 days with no 
community transmission of the 
novel coronavirus.

The country has just 370 virus con-
firmed cases and zero deaths, but its 
borders remain largely shut. More 
than 10,000 people are currently in 
mandatory quarantine. AFP

Spotlight set 
on Patient 91
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C
HINA is in a critical transition 
period where it needs to 
improve the efficiency of 
resource allocation in its cap-

ital market to promote its economic 
transformation and upgrading, and 
achieve high-quality development.

Increasingly fierce competition 
among countries also requires China 
to set up a more independent and 
strong capital market to help the 
country fulfill these missions. How-
ever, a strong capital market is possi-
ble only when there is high-quality 
economic development.

What China needs is an effective capi-
tal market in which greater information 
disclosure, more transparent trading 
and more sound rule of law can better 
protect investors so that funds can be 
channeled to efficient sectors to pro-
mote high-quality economic develop-
ment. Whether or not a strong capital 
market can be established depends on 
the quality and scale of a country’s eco-
nomic development, the quality and 
number of its listed companies, and 
whether it can become the centre of 
global capital allocation.

In recent years, after the introduc-
tion of the registration and delisting 
systems, China’s securities market has 
begun promoting structural reform 
and high-quality development.

The uS has a strong capital market, 
but it is the product of long-term uS 
development, especially the uS dol-
lar system and the prowess of uS 
companies. In fact, the uS capital 
market is also an expanding bubble.

Since the end of the Cold War, glo-
balisation has helped the uS realise 
the global expansion of its enterprises, 
especially its financial industry. In the 
process, its monetary policy has been 
in a state of expansion. Behind the 
strong uS capital market is the sup-
port of its ever-increasing dollar 
liquidity. However, this has also led to 
the hollowing-out of the uS economy 
and the widening rich-poor divide. 
The root cause of the uS’ current pre-
dicament is that its economy has been 
hijacked by a powerful capital market.

To achieve high-quality develop-
ment, China needs a strong capital 
market and competitive advantages 
in resource allocation in the global 
market, and such advantages hinge 
on more Chinese companies suc-
ceeding in the global market. Given 
that China’s current economic struc-
ture and enterprise quality cannot 
support a strong capital market, Chi-
na needs to improve the global com-
petitiveness of its enterprises.

It needs to establish an effective 
capital market that can optimise the 

allocation of resources and promote 
high-quality economic development. 
It also needs to improve the market 
environment, expand opening-up, 
encourage fair competition and 
improve the quality of enterprises. 
China’s capital market can then 
become more mature and stronger. 
There is no need for China to pursue 
a hefty capital market right now, 
because behind the heftiness are 
bubbles, a hijacked monetary policy 
and a distorted economic structure. 
CHINA DAILY/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

THE novel coronavirus con-
tinues to spread throughout 
the world. At a time when the 
international community 
should come together to 
work on countermeasures, it 
is difficult to understand the 
taking of unilateral actions 
that hamper cooperation.

The uS has officially notified 
the uN that it will withdraw 
from the World Health Organi-
sation (WHO). If the uS fulfills 
the prerequisite conditions, the 
withdrawal will take effect one 
year after the notification. The 
root of this action is apparently 
uS President Donald Trump’s 
strong dissatisfaction with the 
uN agency, saying, “China has 
total control over the WHO”.

When coronavirus infec-

tions first spread in China, 
the reality is that the WHO 
failed to deal appropriately 
with the issue, exposing 
problems in the way infor-
mation is transmitted and 
maintaining neutrality. The 
WHO is requested to carry 
out impartial reviews and 
organisational reform.

The withdrawal of the uS 
from the WHO, however, will 
not necessarily improve the 
situation. Is it really possible to 
say it is better for the organisa-
tion serving as the headquar-
ters for coronavirus measures 
to be shaken and China’s influ-
ence in it to be expanded?

Since the WHO’s foundation 
in 1948 under the uS leader-
ship, the agency has played a 

major role in fighting polio 
and other infectious diseases 
and improving public health. 
It stations staff in more than 
150 countries and is indispen-
sable for developing countries 
lacking in medical informa-
tion and supplies.

The uS contributes to 
about 16 per cent of the WHO 
budget. WHO activities will 
inevitably be dealt a blow if 
the body cannot obtain such 
funds from the uS govern-
ment. There is a fear that the 
cooperative system between 
the uS and other countries to 
develop coronavirus vaccines 
and therapeutic drugs could 
also be adversely affected.

Trump has argued that being 
bound by international organ-

isations and multilateral 
agreements “disadvantages 
the uS”. The uS government’s 
decision to withdraw from the 
Paris Agreement, an interna-
tional framework for measures 
against global warming, was 
also based on the same logic.

Global challenges, such as 
the spread of infectious dis-
eases and climate change, 
cannot be addressed by a 
single country. Trump lacks 
that perception. If the with-
drawal from the WHO makes 
it impossible for the uS to 
quickly obtain information 
collected by the WHO, it 
would harm uS interests.

The number of those 
infected with the virus in the 
uS is the highest in the 

world, exceeding three mil-
lion people. It must be said 
that Trump is irresponsible if 
he is targeting the WHO to 
try to avoid having his 
administration be criticised 
ahead of the presidential 
election in November.

Former uS Vice President joe 
Biden, the presumptive chal-
lenger to Trump in the presi-
dential race, expressed his view 
that the uS will remain in the 
WHO if he is elected. The final 
decision on whether the uS 
will withdraw will depend on 
the outcome of the election.

Trump’s “America First” poli-
cy or Biden’s international 
cooperation policy? uS voters 
face a critical choice. THE YOMIURI 

SHIMBUN (JAPAN)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Opinion
Shi Yu

Competitive edge key to China’s growth

US’ WHO withdrawal hampers Covid measures

Employees working at a welding workshop in a car factory in Weifang in  China’s eastern Shandong province. AfP
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Art & culture
Battambang artist brings giant animals to life
Roth Sochieata

T
HE giant reptile’s gap-
ing mouth appears 
ready to consume its 
latest victim.

It stands taller than a per-
son and is incredibly life-like 
with authentic colours, a long 
spiky tail and detailed scales 
adorning its entire body. 

If it wasn’t 13m long, you 
may just be fooled into think-
ing it’s a real crocodile.

The intricately crafted stat-
ue is the work of Battambang 
sculptor Soth Synath and his 
unique style has garnered at-
tention on social media.

unlike sculptors who only 
use moulding processes, 
minimal carving, and less 
complicated colour painting, 
the self-taught Synath focuses 
on the details – the crocodile’s 
scales, skin and scars.

Synath spent months carv-
ing the scales, one by one, layer 
by layer. He says covering the 
croc’s backbone to the end of 
its spiky tail in scales is a con-
suming task that requires skill, 
creativity and patience. But the 
hard work is worth it when he 
sees his finished product.

The 37-year-old Synath tells 
The Post: “This crocodile is 
enormous. It’s rare to see people 
making [sculptures] this size.

“Creating this crocodile, we 
had to do it little by little. And 
the most challenging part was 
underneath the abdomen, 
where we were required to 
add a lot of detail to its thick 
and rough skin.

“So, it’s a little difficult to 
get the details and the natu-
ral scars exact. Another im-
portant point is that its scales 
have to look natural. It needs 
to be re-touched multiple 
times to make it look like a 
real animal. The process took 
me around seven months.”

Synath was born in Toul Ta 
Ek district’s Dangkor village 
in Battambang province. Bat-
tambang is known as Cam-
bodia’s art hub and several fa-
mous artists have grown up in 
the north-western province.

His animal sculptures have 
won the attention of Cambo-
dians recently, especially on 
Facebook where Vann David 
wrote: “This is called a beau-
tiful and artistic sculpture. I 
have always had a desire to 
see this kind of work.”

And Kjol Sakmoth says: “I find 
it difficult to describe. It looks 
like a spirit in a sculpture!”

Synath’s path to becoming 
a famous sculptor wasn’t lin-
ear. He partly inherited his art 
skills from his father, who was 
a sculptor, but he fostered his 
sense of creativity by himself.

One of his first artistic jobs 
was painting religious works 
for Buddhist temples. One day, 
a pagoda committee asked him 
to assist in creating sculptures. 
From that moment on, he be-
came his father’s student.

Transforming from a paint-
er into a fine sculptor is not 
an easy task, but Synath man-
aged to master the skill be-

cause of his newfound love 
and passion for the art form.

He says some of the first 
sculptures he learned with his 
father were Gautama Buddha 
as a prince riding his horse 
and a different one where the 
prince is cutting his hair.

He also created a mythical 
giant. These works were put 
on display in Komnop pago-
da in Battambang. 

“This [learning from my fa-
ther] was not the only thing 
I did. I did more research, 
trying to look at patterns 
and how to make realistic 
sculptures through youTube, 
Facebook, and written docu-
ments,” Synath says.

Many of his new sculptures 
have captivated audiences 
through social media, such 
as eagles, giant cobras, el-
ephants, crocodiles, chickens 
and other animals.

Synath says that many of 
these works are made of ce-
ment.

Near the fierce crocodile 
are two giant hissing cobras 
and two eagles which stand 
almost 2m tall. 

The elephants are designed 
with a friendly face and their 
trunks lifted high in the air 
with ears so detailed the 
blood vessels are marked.

Small and big works ranging 
from chickens to crocodiles have 

been ordered by the pagoda com-
mittee at Baksey Cham Krong 
temple in Pursat province.

“A huge set of sculptures, 
including a chicken, a monk, 
a couple of cobras and a croc-
odile, costs $7,500, while the 
13m crocodile alone is worth 
$ 3,500,” he says.

Synath generally takes an 
average of four months to 
complete an animal sculpture 
with his two apprentices, de-
pending on its size and detail.

“When the weather is hot, 
the cement is too dry. It cracks 
easily and it’s hard to shape 
the animal.

“And while we are working in 
the monastery, we have to en-

dure the heat. If it rains, it will 
affect the work of the carver. 
It causes the cement to easily 
melt and break,” Synath says.

He says he can earn an av-
erage of $1,000 to $2,000 from 
each of the detailed designs. 
For instance, the eagle stat-
ues cost $2,300.

After completing his works, 
Synath posts each sculpture 
on social media and receives 
good feedback. People keep 
sharing his posts and some 
even ask for the exact location 
of the sculptures so that they 
can visit and take pictures.

Synath would like to share 
his love of sculpting with 
others and says: “I’m not se-

cretive about teaching, but 
it’s hard for me to teach. I 
was self-taught . . . therefore, 
I don’t know how to convey 
my skills and teach students 
properly.”

He currently has two ap-
prentices who learn regularly, 
while others come and go as 
they please.

“I want to give thanks to all the 
Khmer people who have sup-
ported my handmade work. 

“A lot of people now contact 
me on Facebook or by phone. 
I apologise for not being able 
to reply to some that added 
me. But I am thrilled that a lot 
of people appreciate and sup-
port my work,” he says.

Soth Synath spent seven months creating this 13m crocodile sculpture. Many of his sculptures are commissioned by pagoda committees to decorate temple areas. supplied

Synath transitioned from painter to sculptor with help from his father. Etching each scale in cement is a time-consuming task which requires great skill and patience. supplied
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Real estate agency Prestige Homes Cambodia hosted a “Networking Night” at its new branch on 
Sothearos Boulevard on July 3. Guests had the opportunity at the event to hear about the agency’s 
residential, commercial and investment plans. The agency offers a full range of professional services 
on selling, buying or renting property in the Kingdom.

Prestige Homes holds ‘Networking Night’ 
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 Cellcard and the Esports Federation of Cambodia on Tuesday announced the opening of the wild 
card selection for the next “Rules of Survival KH Cup Season 3” tournament. Gamers must form a 
team and register for the tournament on Cellcard’s PlayGame app before July 20.

Cellcard backs e-sports with ‘Rules of Survival’ wild cards
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Amret Microfinance Institution Plc and the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries have launched a mobile app to connect the market 
and distribution networks in the farming sector. Farmers, buyers, sellers and agricultural tool suppliers among others can now easily access 
up-to-date information on prices and other trade-related data. Introduced in the capital last Monday, this latest product is expected to greatly 
enhance the agriculture sector. 

Amret and agriculture ministry connect farming community with app 
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Almost 100 Post Media staff gathered in S’ang, Kandal province, on Saturday to celebrate The Phnom Penh Post’s 28th anniversary 
which fell on July 10. The celebration started with seeking divine blessings at the Thun Mun pagoda and the S’ang Phnom pagoda before 
convening at the family home of publisher and CEO Ly Tayseng for a sumptuous lunch. The fun-filled day even saw the staff “raid” the 
family orchard of its longan, guava, bananas and other fruits. Towards the end, Tayseng was presented with a memento for being the best 
publisher and CEO The Phnom Penh Post and Post Khmer could have ever asked for.

Post Media staff celebrate 28th anniversary  
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 “And others” abbreviation
  5 Singer LaBelle
 10 Play-___ (tiebreakers)
 14 Tibetan holy man
 15 Type of committee
 16 Red’s Kadiddlehopper
 17 Spill a secret
 18 Military blockade
 19 Gallery near the Thames
 20 Dickens classic
 23 Bid the bed adieu
 24 Stave off
 25 Crown
 28 Garage band offering
 30 “Go back!” on a computer
 31 Activist’s passion
 33 Poor grade
 36 Hemingway classic
 40 DeLuise of film
 41 Macho
 42 Drainage pump
 43 Cooped up
 44 Dishearten thoroughly
 46 Animal on Wyoming’s flag
 49 Hardly swanky

 51 Classic case for Sherlock
 57 Autocrat of yore
 58 Speak bombastically
 59 Speck
 60 Dry, as tobacco leaves
 61 Bridge authority
 62 “Green Gables” girl
 63 They’re home on the range
 64 Immobile, as a gas
 65 “Hud” Oscar-winner Patricia
DOWN
  1 Napoleon’s place of exile
  2 Pool shooter’s powder
  3 Asian maid
  4 Type of retriever
  5 Footnote word in Latin
  6 Mine entries
  7 Motif
  8 Roman get-up
  9 Boardwalk refreshments
 10 6 x 9 in. book
 11 Motorist’s gun
 12 Disagreeable stench
 13 Small, silvery fish
 21 Anger
 22 Minor role for a major star

 25 Pair
 26 Compressed data
 27 One of TV’s Cartwrights
 28 How some things are noted
 29 NYC clock setting
 31 Gum-machine input, once
 32 It’s this or nothing
 33 Beat it!
 34 Mrs. Peel on “The Avengers”
 35 Observe in the distance
 37 Make corrections (var.)
 38 Not exactly ruddy
 39 Babylonian’s neighbor
 43 Allowed to flow
 44 Adequate, as a living
 45 She’s “sweet as apple cider”
 46 Cookie amount
 47 Disputed matter
 48 Brenda of comics
 49 You may do a roll on it
 50 “Poly” attachment
 52 Meditation master, say
 53 Multivitamin supplement
 54 Sans accomplices
 55 Italian kin of Mt. St. Helens
 56 1.3-ounce Asian weight

“AAA CLASSICS” 

Friday’s solution

Friday’s solution

A lone tourist walks inside Cordoba, Spain’s Mezquita – an eigth-century Moorish mosque turned cathedral 
and UNESCO World Heritage site – that used to draw thousands of visitors per week. AFP

T
HE Santos Bar, across 
from Cordoba’s cel-
ebrated mosque, 
would normally be 

groaning with tourists tuck-
ing into its trademark Span-
ish tortillas. 

But with the coronavi-
rus pandemic, “everything’s 
dead”, the owner says.

The Mezquita, an eighth-
century mosque later turned 
into a cathedral, is the most 
visited site in the Andalusian 
town in southern Spain.

But since it reopened at 
the end of May, only 16,000 
people have set foot in the 
uNESCO World Heritage site 
considered one of the most 
accomplished works of Moor-
ish architecture – the number 
of visitors it would normally 
receive in a week.

“It will take months to make 
that up,” said church spokes-
man jose juan jimenez Gue-
to, although money set aside 
in previous years means staff 
have been kept busy with res-
toration projects.

Nearby restaurants, hotels 
and shops are not so lucky, 
and many are closed.

At the Santos Bar, only owner 
jesus Maldonado is working.

Business is “a quarter of 
normal”, he said. His 10 em-
ployees are all on a state-
backed furlough scheme. 

The plunge in tourism, a 
sector that accounts for 12 
per cent of Spain’s economy, 
will be felt like a body blow.

While the country’s beaches 
are its biggest draw, cities in 
the interior like Cordoba also 
attract tourists with their cul-
tural sites.

And it’s places like Grenada, 
Toledo, and Segovia that are 
bearing the brunt, according 
to Spain’s national hotel as-

sociation, with revenue drops 
greater than 50 per cent for 
restaurants and bars in their 
historic city centres.

In Andalusia, hotel occu-
pancy is at an average of just 
25 per cent, a good 10 per-
centage points lower than 
in establishments along the 
coast, said Francisco de la 
Torre, head of the region’s ho-
tel association.

He worries that Andalusian 
eateries will eventually have 
to shed up to a third of their 
staff.

No Asian tourists
In Spain, the world’s number 

two tourist destination behind 
France, spending by foreign 
tourists plunged by 62 per 

cent in the first five months 
of the year compared with the 
same period last year.

In Ronda, the mountaintop 
city perched above a gorge 
known for its stone bridge, Ma-
ria lara Galindo has worked as 
a guide for Asian tourists for 
the past decade.

“For those serving Spanish 
tourists there is now some 
activity, but Asian tourists – 
nothing,” she said.

While japanese and South 
Korean tourists may now visit 
the Eu again, Galindo doesn’t 
expect them to return before 
next summer, and thinks they 
will be more likely to travel 
individually than in groups.

Galindo is one of half a mil-
lion independent workers 
in Spain’s tourism industry, 

whose federation fears that 
up to 100,000 people could 
lose their jobs.

Quiet Seville
In Seville, foreign tourists 

are nearly non-existent and 
even Spanish tourists few and 
far between.

jordi Reines, who works as a 
nurse in Barcelona, cancelled 
a trip to Portugal to spend his 
time off in Andalusia.

“We didn’t even think 
about making a trip abroad,” 
said Reines’ girlfriend Noemi 
Garcia.

jose Romero, who owns a 
stand selling drinks and ice 
cream alongside the city’s 
central Spain Square, said 
sales are just a tenth of what 

they were last year.
“This year is a washout, 

people aren’t confident 
enough to travel,” he said.

The dozen souvenir shops 
near him are still shuttered.

“uncertainty and fear are 
slowing everything down,” 
said Isabel Diaz, who is re-
opening her family’s fan shop 
after a four-month closure – 
something they weren’t even 
forced to do during Spain’s 
civil war in 1936-1939.

Reports of new outbreaks 
are keeping people from go-
ing out, added Celia Ferrero, 
vice president of the Associa-
tion of Independent Workers.

“Spending is still under shock 
from the coronavirus and it 
will stay that way until there is 
a solution,” she said. AFP

Coronavirus leaves 
Spain’s heartland a 
tourism dead zone

This year is a washout, people 
aren’t confident enough to 

travel
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Penalty kicks edge juventes closer to title 

C
RISTIANO Ronaldo scored 
two penalties as juventus 
snatched a dramatic 2-2 
draw against Atalanta on 

Saturday to take a massive step to-
wards a ninth straight Serie A title.

lazio’s 2-1 loss to Sassuolo earlier 
in the day gave Atalanta, on an 11-
match winning streak heading into 
the game, the chance to move into 
second and cut the gap to juve to six 
points.

But despite trailing twice and being 
outplayed for long periods, Maurizio 
Sarri’s juventus moved eight points 
clear at the top with six matches re-
maining as Ronaldo took his tally to 
28 league goals this season.

“We can’t make calculations yet, 
we can’t take our foot off the gas 
until we are mathematically cham-
pions,” said juve captain leonardo 
Bonucci.

It was an ultimately frustrating 
outing for Atalanta who stay third, 
nine points off the pace, after con-
ceding both spot-kicks for hand-
balls.

“What are we meant to do, cut our 
arms off? you can at most put your 
arms in front of your body,” Atalanta 
coach Gian Piero Gasperini told 
DAZN.

“The interpretation of the rule 
is not the same here as elsewhere. 
Other countries don’t give penalties 
like that.

“These are the rules here, fine.”
juve started brightly but it did not 

take long for the visitors to take control 
and start to dominate possession.

josip Ilicic fired the first real 
chance of the game wide, but Ata-
lanta grabbed the lead in the 16th 
minute, scoring for the 25th consec-

utive match in all competitions.
Papu Gomez was the creator, 

wriggling free in midfield before ex-
changing passes with Duvan Zapata 
before sliding the ball back for the 
Colombian to drill home his 15th 
league goal of the campaign.

The goal made Atalanta the first Se-
rie A club in almost 70 years to have 
three players score 15 times in a league 
season, with Zapata joining Ilicic and 
luis Muriel in reaching the mark.

Zapata was proving a real nuisance 
for juve, with Matthijs de ligt doing 
well to block another goalbound 
effort, before the striker narrowly 
failed to connect with Timothy Cast-
agne’s cross.

Paulo Dybala almost levelled for 
the hosts against the run of play, but 
his volley was deflected wide.

The reigning champions were gift-
ed a route back into the game nine 
minutes after half-time as Marten 
de Roon was penalised for handling 
Dybala’s cross.

Ronaldo stepped up to score his 
27th Serie A goal this term, drawing 
him within two of lazio’s Ciro Im-
mobile at the top of the goalscoring 
charts.

Atalanta continued to attack in 
search of the victory they needed to 
boost their title hopes, but shortly 
after substitute Muriel fired a free-
kick into the wall, Malinovskiy’s low 
strike flicked the base of the post.

Ronaldo almost put juve in front 
with 10 minutes to play, but visiting 
goalkeeper Pierluigi Gollini made an 
excellent save to keep out the Portu-
guese star’s half-volley.

Malinovskiy did put Atalanta back 
into the lead in the 81st minute, as 
Muriel picked out his fellow sub to 

hammer a fierce shot past Wojciech 
Szczesny.

But Atalanta shot themselves in 
the foot again in the 90th minute, 
as Ronaldo fired in his second spot-
kick after Muriel was penalised for 
handball.

Lazio stumble again
Earlier on Saturday, lazio’s title 

dream suffered yet another setback 
as Francesco Caputo’s injury-time 

header grabbed Sassuolo a late vic-
tory at the Stadio Olimpico.

The capital club sit eight points 
adrift of juve in their tilt at a first 
league title since 2000, but have suf-
fered three straight defeats.

“Talking about the Scudetto was 
always a bit of a stretch and we have 
to look reality in the face,” coach Si-
mone Inzaghi told Sky Sport Italia.

“That doesn’t mean we will give 
up. Next season, in the Champions 

league, we’ll be able to rotate the 
squad more.”

luis Alberto gave lazio a first-half 
lead, but that was their only shot 
on target in the match as Sassuolo 
fought back through goals from Gia-
como Raspadori, on his full league 
debut, and Caputo.

Roma strengthened their grip on a 
Europa league slot with a comfort-
able 3-0 win at relegation-threat-
ened Brescia. afp

Hamilton storms to Styrian GP pole despite downpour
DEFENDING six-time world 
champion lewis Hamilton 
delivered one of his greatest 
qualifying performances in 
treacherous rain-swept condi-
tions on Saturday when he 
stormed to pole position for 
the Styrian Grand Prix.

The Mercedes driver, who 
struggled in practice on Friday, 
bounced back to his best with a 

fastest lap in one minute and 
19.273 seconds, outpacing near-
est rival Max Verstappen of Red 
Bull by a stunning 1.2 seconds.

His performance confirmed 
his enduring class on a day 
when heavy rainstorms had 
delayed the session by 45 min-
utes and forced the cancella-
tion of third practice.

It was his third pole success 

at the Red Bull Ring circuit, the 
89th of his career and con-
firmed his reputation as a great 
driver in the wettest condi-
tions.

“What a tricky day,” said 
Hamilton. 

“It was so difficult for all of us 
with this weather and some of 
the time you can’t see where you 
are going, but I loved it – though 

I did have a big aquaplane and 
had my heart in my mouth.”

Ferrari-bound Carlos Sainz 
was third for Mclaren ahead 
of Valtteri Bottas, winner of 
last Sunday’s season-opening 
Austrian Grand Prix at the 
same circuit, in the second 
Mercedes, Esteban Ocon of 
Renault and lando Norris in 
the second Mclaren.

Norris, however, will drop 
three places on the grid after 
taking a penalty on Friday for 
ignoring yellow flags in open-
ing practice.

That will elevate Alex Albon, 
who was seventh in the second 
Red Bull, Pierre Gasly of Alpha 
Tauri and Daniel Ricciardo, 
ninth in the second Renault, 
but leave Sebastian Vettel 10th 
in the leading Ferrari on 
another difficult day for the 
Italian team.

‘I can’t see a thing’
His team-mate Charles 

leclerc qualified 11th.
leclerc, however, was later 

penalised three places on the 
grid for blocking Kvyat.

After a 45-minute delay, Q1 
began with Vettel first out for 
Ferrari. 

Both the four-time champion 

and Bottas were promptly told 
that the rain would intensify, 
making it vital to record a 
“banker” lap, in case the condi-
tions deteriorated seriously.

“I can’t see a thing,” said Ver-
stappen as Vettel clocked a 
time soon trimmed by his 
rivals, including George Rus-
sell of Williams, the best lap 
time descending rapidly as 
plumes of spray lifted water off 
the asphalt.

Having been trapped 19th, 
Hamilton jumped to the top to 
be replaced by leclerc and 
then Bottas and Verstappen in 
succession as others, includ-
ing Ocon and Grosjean, slith-
ered off and recovered.

After his travails in Friday’s 
practice, Hamilton was sensa-
tional. 

“just leave me to it,” he told 
his engineer on team radio as 
he pulled clear before Antonio 
Giovinazzi crashed at Turn 10, 
recovered and then parked his 
Alfa Romeo.

His exit brought red flags out 
with seconds remaining, a 
move that meant early elimi-
nation for both the Italian and 
his team-mate Kimi Raikko-
nen along with Sergio Perez of 
Racing Point, Williams rookie 

Nicholas latifi and Romain 
Grosjean of Haas.

Perez had been fastest in 
opening free practice on Fri-
day morning.

All this meant Russell deliv-
ered Williams’ first Q2 appear-
ance since the 2018 Brazilian 
Grand Prix, a welcome tonic 
for the struggling former 
champions.

Vettel was first out for Q2, but 
without the pace to worry the 
front-runners as Verstappen 
duelled with Hamilton and both 
Ferraris struggled, leclerc fail-
ing to make the top-10 cut.

The Monegasque qualified 
11th one place ahead of the 
remarkable Russell, claiming his 
career-best starting spot, ahead 
of lance Stroll’s Racing Point, 
Daniil Kvyat of Alpha Tauri and 
Kevin Magnussen of Haas.

Verstappen led the way in 
the final shootout. 

“There’s a lot more water 
down,” warned Hamilton as he 
clocked 1:21.800 to set the pace, 
his extreme wet tyres visibly 
shedding water.

Hamilton took control with 
a surge of rapid laps before the 
Dutchman responded but 
spun off in a final flurry of late 
high-speed action. afp 

Cristiano Ronaldo scored two penalty kicks on Saturday in a 2-2 draw against Atalanta to allow Juventes to take a massive step 
toward a ninth straight Serie A title. afp

Lewis Hamilton of Mercedes delivered one of his greatest qualifying performances in rain-swept conditions 
to capture the pole position at the Styrian Grand Prix on Saturday. afp
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