
Niem Chheng

S
ENIOR officials on 
Wednesday said the 
government is priori-
tising its fight against 

Covid-19 over the EU’s with-
drawal of its ‘Everything But 
Arms’ (EBA) scheme.

The remarks came as the 
European Commission (EC) 
officially withdrew 20 per 
cent of the EBA from Cam-
bodia on Wednesday. The 
suspension affects one-fifth 

or €1 billion ($1.14 billion) of 
the Kingdom’s annual exports 
to the EU’s 27-nation bloc.

The EC said it will continue to 
monitor the human rights situ-
ation in the Kingdom before 
any further decision is made.

“The EU’s decision to par-
tially withdraw Cambodia’s 
duty-free quota-free access 
to the EU market is now ef-
fective. The preferential 
treatment enjoyed by Cam-
bodia under the “Everything 
But Arms” (EBA) – the EU’s 

trade arrangement for Least 
Developed Countries – is 
now temporarily lifted due to 
serious and systematic con-
cerns related to human rights 
ascertained in the country. 

“The EU enforces this 
measure while staying open 
to engage with Cambodia 
on the necessary reforms,” 
stated the EC press release 
on Wednesday.

Commissioner for Trade 
Phil Hogan said the EU’s 
EBA scheme has enabled 

the Kingdom to develop its 
export-oriented industry 
and generate jobs for thou-
sands of Cambodians. 

“Nonetheless, our con-
tinued support does not di-
minish the urgent need for 
Cambodia to respect human 
rights and labour rights. I 
stand ready to continue our 
engagement and to restore 
fully free access to the EU 
market for products from
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Officials study eco-friendly 
avenues, sidewalks in capital
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FIVE women were killed and 
four others injured after a 
construction crane fell on a 
house in Phsar Kandal dis-
trict, in Poipet, Banteay 
Meanchey province.

All nine victims were wom-
en living near the site, pro-

vincial police chief Ath Khem 
said on Wednesday, adding 
that they were sitting inside 
one of their houses when the 
crane fell at around 3pm. 

“We sent the four injured to 
Banteay Meanchey referral 
hospital. The bodies of the 
five who were killed were sent 
to pagodas or their houses.

“The victims are residents 
living there. They are not 
construction workers. The 
crane fell outside the com-
pany’s land,” Khem said.

The five dead are Chhean 
Hong, 44, Dem Soknak, 29, 
Loeub Lak, 55, Seng Muykea (age 
unknown) and Chov Ly, 57. 

Banteay Meanchey provin-

cial Adhoc coordinator Sum 
Chankea said he has request-
ed the government to 
strengthen measures on 
owners of construction sites 
to prevent similar accidents.

“The owner of the site must 
take legal responsibility for this 
case if the offence happened 
due to carelessness,” he said.

ContInued – page 2

Covid more pressing 
than EBA, says gov’t

High-tech 
bus stop 
latest in 
S Korea’s 
virus fight

Crane collapse kills five in Poipet

SOUTH Korea has opened a 
new high-tech front in the 
battle against the novel coro-
navirus, fortifying bus shel-
ters with temperature-check-
ing doors and ultraviolet 
disinfection lamps.

Ten advanced facilities 
have been installed in a 
northeastern distr ict of 
Seoul, offering protection 
from monsoon rains, sum-
mer heat, and Covid-19.

To enter, passengers must 
stand in front of an automated 
thermal-imaging camera, and 
the door will only slide open if 
their temperature is below 
37.5 degrees Celsius.

A separate camera is installed 
lower down to test children.

Inside the glass-walled 
booths – which cost about 
100 million won ($84,000) 
each – the air-conditioning 
systems have ultraviolet 
lamps installed to kill virus-
es at the same time as cool-
ing the air.

A dispenser provides hand 
sanitiser, and users are 
advised to wear face masks at 
all times while keeping at 
least 1m apart from others.

“We have installed all the 
available anti-coronavirus 
measures we can think of 
into this booth,” Kim Hwang-
yun, a district official in 
charge of the Smart Shelter 
project said.

Free Wi-Fi is also included.
Since they were installed last 

week, each booth has been 
used by about 300 to 400 peo-
ple a day, Kim said.

To ensure passengers do not 
miss their bus, a panel dis-
plays estimated arrival times 
while a screen live-streams 
the traffic outside.

South Korea endured one of 
the worst early coronavirus 
outbreaks outside China but 
brought it broadly under con-
trol with an extensive “trace, 
test and treat” programme 
while never imposing a com-
pulsory lockdown.

Kim Ju-li, a 49-year-old 
housewife using the new bus 
stop for the first time, said: 
“I feel very safe in here 
because I k now ot hers 
around me had their tem-
peratures checked as well,” 
she said. AFP

illegal cigarette 
factory raided,  
20 men arrested 
in phnom penh

positive results 
for logistics 
centre in west 
of phnom penh 

s’pore crushes 
massive ivory 
haul on eve of 
elephant day

paris’ ‘little 
africa’ battle 
against racist 
stereotyping
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a house is badly damaged by a crane collapse in banteay Meanchey province’s poipet town. BAnteAy MeAnchey ProvinciAl hAll



Public warned 
of new rubbish 
payment scam 
in Phnom Penh

PHNOM Penh officials are warn-
ing the public not to be cheated 
by people posing as waste 

management payment collectors.
Residents can only pay for rubbish 

collection services online or at banks 
and microfinance institutions.

Phnom Penh Municipal Hall spo-
kesman Meth Meas Pheakdey told 
The Post on Wednesday that the city 
administration has recently received 
information that opportunists were 
using the scam. “Our first step is to 
inform citizens of this,” he said.

On Tuesday, the authority released 
a notice that said: “In recent days, 
a group of opportunists posed as 
Phnom Penh Waste Management 
Authority officials to cheat clients out 
of collection service payments.”

The administration said from 
January 1, rubbish collection services 
have not been included in electricity 
bills. Customers are required to pay 
the service fee electronically or at 
banks, microfinance institutions and 
partner payment agencies.

The administration said the service 
payment can be made via Aceleda, 
ABA, Wing, AMK, WB Finance, Prince 
Bank and Sathapana Bank Plc or other 
payment agencies via eMONEY, Lyhour 
Weiluy, Pi Pay,  and Dara Pay.

If customers pay by cheque, they 
have to write “Phnom Penh Solid 
Waste Management Authority” on it.

Those who encounter potential 
fraud should report it to the authori-
ties by calling 087 258 835 or to local 
police directly. Voun Dara
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Khouth Sophak Chakrya

OFFICIaLs from the Ministry 
of Interior’s Counter Counter-
feit Committee raided an ille-
gal cigarette factory in Phnom 
Penh on tuesday and arrested 
20 staff.

an officer who asked to re-
main anonymous told The Post 
on Wednesday that the factory 
in Chaom Chao commune, Por 
sen Chey district, had been op-
erating illegally for two years and 
employed over 100 workers.

“B.P.a Bopea asia Co Ltd 
produces many brands of 
cigarette for China, but we 
do not know which fake logos 

were meant for which mar-
kets,” he said.

staff arrested for question-
ing included 14 Chinese, 
three Vietnamese and a 
Cambodian translator.

Phnom Penh Municipal 
Court deputy prosecutor say 
Nora told The Post that after 
checking the factory, officers 
found many popular Chinese 
cigarette brands including W, 
Yun Yam, Lyqun, Yu Xi, Peony, 
Furong Wang, Nanjing, sh-
uang Xi (a 701), shuang Xi 
and shuang Helen. 

“We retrieved materials used 
to make cigarettes to keep as 
evidence. a large amount of 

materials is being kept locked 
in the factory, which is now 
closed,” Nora said. 

Cambodia Movement for 
Health executive director Mom 
Kong said he supported the 
effort to shut the factory. He 
called on police to search for 
other illegal ones.

“We want to see law enforce-
ment in inspecting tobacco 
products to enhance public 
health in Cambodia,” he said.

according to a World Health 
Organisation report, tobacco 
use kills 15,000 Cambodians an-
nually with 33 per cent of those 
people in the lowest income 
bracket.

Minister: Prevent colour revolution

Police raid illegal cigarette 
factory, detain 20 in capital

Niem Chheng
 

MINIstER of Labour and Vocational 
training Ith sam Heng has reminded 
the ministry’s strike and demonstra-
tion resolution committee to prevent 
protesters from using their grievance as 
a pretext to stage a colour revolution.

speaking at a meeting on the imple-
mentation of the 2020-2024 strike and 
demonstration resolution plans at the 
Kandal Provincial Hall on Wednesday, 
sam Heng, who also chairs the com-
mittee, said politically motivated pro-
tests cannot be tolerated as it could 
ruin peace, social order and stability.

“the committee for strike and 
demonstration resolution plays a 
crucial role in maintaining and safe-
guarding peace, social order and 
strengthening the rule of law.

“It has successfully resolved and 
prevented politically motivated dem-
onstrations by extremists who were 
supported and incited by outsiders. 

“[Extremists] had attempted to 
disregard general election results in 
a bid to topple the legitimate govern-
ment, which has worked hard to pro-
tect workers’ interests,” he said.

sam Heng commended the com-
mittee for its efforts in negotiating 
compromises to end strikes and 
demonstrations across the country.

the committee, he said, played an 
important role in maintaining secu-
rity and public order in factory and 
enterprise-concentrated areas and 
other industrial parks in line with the 
government’s directive. 

sam Heng said the government has 
fully respected citizens’ freedoms of 
expression and assembly, and their 
rights to hold strikes and demonstra-
tions legally.

Cambodia, he said, has also given 
space to political parties, civil soci-
ety organisations and trade unions 
to carry out their activities in accor-
dance with the law.

However, the minister said some 
groups have used their protests as an 
excuse to discredit the government. 
He advised the committee to monitor 
and thwart the plans of “extremists” 
who carry out their activities under the 
cover of political parties and NgOs.  

“Ill-intended people attempted to 
stage a colour revolution through dem-
onstrations, strikes and riots,” he said.

sam Heng urged the committee 
to strengthen its discipline and ca-

pacity and to increase cooperation 
with trade unions, employers’ asso-
ciations and NgOs. It needs to inter-
vene in a timely manner when facto-
ries and enterprises shut down and 
their owners run away, he said.

Neither labour ministry spokes-
man Heng sour nor the commit-
tee’s deputy secretary-general tes 
Rokhaphal could be reached for 
comment on Wednesday.

Center for alliance of Labour and 
Human Rights (Central) executive 
director Moeun tola said over the 
last two months, strikes have notice-
ably increased as factories and enter-
prises shut down amid the Covid-19 

pandemic without providing wages 
or compensation to employees. 

He called on relevant authorities to 
get to the root of the problem. 

“Overall, we have seen the rise in 
strikes which are attributed to fac-
tory closures and employers’ failure 
to pay wages for workers,” he said.

tola cautioned that some employ-
ers may secretly shut their factories 
during the august 17-21 holidays. 
Protests, he said, could ensue.

“If they come back and see their 
workplaces closed, they might pro-
test. to prevent strikes and demon-
strations, I think the ministry has to 
look into this,” he said.

Laid-off workers block a road to demand compensation in Kandal province’s Ponhea Leu district earlier this month. facebook

Officials said the factory had been operating illegally for two years and employed over 100 workers. facebook

Continued from page 1

Cambodia, provided we see 
substantial improvement in 
that respect,” Hogan said.

With the EBa suspension, 
the EC said Cambodia’s ex-
ports will be subject to gen-
eral tariffs applicable to any 
other members of the World 
trade Organisation. Eighty 
per cent of the Kingdom’s ex-
ports will continue to enjoy 
duty-free, quota-free access 
to the Eu market, it said.

the Eu reiterated it will 
closely monitor the situation 
in Cambodia with a particu-
lar focus on what it considers 
restrictions on freedom of ex-
pression and civil and politi-
cal rights, as well as land dis-
putes and labour rights.

In its press release, the Com-
mission urged Cambodian au-
thorities to do more to restore 
political freedoms in the coun-
try, re-establish the neces-
sary conditions for a credible, 
democratic opposition and 
initiate a process of national 
reconciliation through genu-
ine and inclusive dialogue.

“If the government of Cam-
bodia shows significant prog-
ress, particularly on civil and 
political rights, the Commis-
sion may review its decision 
and reinstate tariff preferenc-
es under the “Everything But 
arms” arrangement, in line 
with the provisions of the Eu 
generalised scheme of Prefer-
ences,” its press release said.

Responding to The Post on 
Wednesday, the EC also ex-
pressed its concerns on the 

recent arrest of prominent 
union leader Rong Chhun.

according to the EC, total 
trade between Cambodia and 
the Eu was worth €5.6 billion 
last year, making it Cambodia’s 
second-biggest trading partner 
after China. Cambodia is also 
the Eu’s 54th largest trading 
partner.

But senior government offi-
cials played down the withdraw-
al, saying Cambodia’s indepen-
dence and sovereignty cannot 
be traded for the EBa scheme. 
they said the government had 
already begun to offset the EBa 
suspension’s impacts.

Ministry of Economy and 
Finance spokesman Meas 
soksensan told The Post on 
Wednesday that Cambodia 
had been well-prepared for the 
withdrawal since last year, even 
before the Covid-19 crisis. 

the government, he 
stressed, had earmarked $1.1 
billion to deal with both the 
suspension and Covid-19.

the prepared budget in re-
sponse to EBa, he said, focused 
on four main points – the ab-
sorption of damages, a solu-
tion to structural problems, the 
strengthening of resilience to a 
possible microfinance crisis 
and public finance, and an in-
crease in effectiveness and effi-
ciency of public institutions.

Cambodia will create new 
jobs, facilitate job exchanges 
in the garment sector, provide 
short-term job training, increase 
competitiveness and encourage 
economic diversification.

the government will also 
guarantee financial stabil-

ity, use the budget to drive 
growth, identify financial 
sources for intervention and 
continue to implement mon-
etary and banking policies.

“We have made significant 
progress in reducing unneces-
sary logistics spending for all 
companies operating in Cam-
bodia in terms of competitive-
ness. the unnecessary logistics 
spending is of course on the 
government charges,” he said.

government spokesman 
Phay siphan told The Post 
that Cambodia was prepared 
to promote trade diversifica-
tion. Cambodia will soon sign 
a free trade agreement with 
China and is working towards 
signing free trade deals with 
south Korea and Japan.

“We have our budget ready 
to carry out reforms to increase 
competitiveness among busi-
nesses that are affected by the 
20 per cent loss of EBa access.

“the loss doesn’t mean that 
we lose the European market. 
We still have other potentials 
and we have demonstrated our 
ability to pay taxes. We are look-
ing for other markets,” he said.

gMaC deputy secretary-
general Kaing Monika said the 
withdrawal was not a surprise, 
though gMaC expressed its 
regret over the Eu’s decision.

In dealing with the suspen-
sion, he said gMaC had pro-
vided input to the government 
on development strategies for 
the garment, footwear and 
travel goods industries.

“Covid-19 is now a more 
pressing issue and over-
whelms the EBa,” he said.

‘Kingdom prepared for EBa loss’ 



A tree-lined sidewalk in Phnom Penh’s Daun Penh district. Officials are working on a plan to create more green avenues in the capital. Hong Menea
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Voun Dara

tHE Preah Vihear Provincial 
administration is preparing 
documents for the Ministry of 
Environment to merge the Prey 
Preah Roka and Chheb wildlife 
sanctuaries for better manage-
ment. Once approved, they will 
be named Preah Rokar-Chheb 
Wildlife sanctuary. 

the sanctuaries are known 
to be rich in natural resources 
and home to vultures.

Provincial deputy governor 
sou serey told The Post that 
the proposal was made at a 
joint meeting on august 10.

“Previously, the manage-

ment of these two wildlife 
sanctuaries was separate. Be-
cause our human resources in 
the province are limited, we 
see it necessary to reduce the 
cost of both human and ma-
terial resources. the merger is 
good for better management 
of the area,” he said.

serey said the two wild-
life sanctuaries span over 
280,000ha with only around 
two dozen rangers protecting 
the area. the local communi-
ties in this area collect non-
timber forest products from 
the sanctuaries for a living.

serey said with the two sanc-
tuaries separated, rangers find 

them difficult to manage. 
Provincial Department of 

Environment director song 
Chan socheat said a working 
group is currently surveying 
the sanctuaries before com-
piling a report to the environ-
ment ministry for approval 
from the government.

“We are working to gather 
more detailed information at 
some locations in the Chheb 
Wildlife sanctuary,” he said.

Chan socheat said because 
the two sanctuaries are rich 
in biodiversity and wildlife, 
especially vultures, they are 
regarded as potential eco-
tourism sites.

Long Kimmarita

aNtI-DRug authorities in Cam-
bodia and the Narcotics Control 
Board in thailand are teaming 
up to provide a three-day train-
ing stint on drug addiction treat-
ment and rehabilitation.

the training is for officials 
who will work at the Nation-
al Rehabilitation Centre in 
Preah sihanouk which is set 
to open in November.

In a tuesday Facebook 
post, the National authority 
for Combating Drugs (NaCD) 
said the training will run from 
august 11-13 and involve le-

gal knowledge, theory and 
practical skills.

NaCD secretary-general 
Meas Vyrith told The Post the 
training is in line with how 
Cambodia plans to operate its 
National Rehabilitation Centre 
in Preah sihanouk.

training will begin with 20 
officials who will run the new 
centre with almost 400 drug 
addicts. staff numbers will 
increase as the centre grows, 
Vyrith said.

“this centre welcomes drug 
addicts whose parents want 
their children to stay for a 
long period. If they do not like 
this centre, they can choose 
treatment at health centres 
based on a doctors advice. It 
is very hard to manage drug 

addicts, but this centre is 
a place which gives proper 
treatment,” he said.

NaCD is also encouraging 
drug control committees in 
Phnom Penh and the prov-
inces to improve treatment 
in communes and districts 
to make it easier for drug ad-
dicts to receive free treatment 
services, Vyrith said.

“We do not have specific 
data about drug addicts who 
receive treatment. We are cre-
ating this centre to prepare 
data to avoid overlap. If drug 
addicts get out of the centre 
and return, it is called a recur-

rence case,” he said.
Drug addict Relief asso-

ciation of Cambodia director 
Meas sovann told The Post 
the training requires officials 
in the centre to be mentally 
strong as it is hard to manage 
drug addicts.

“technically, it is not easy to 
heal drug addiction. In most 
cases it reoccurs because par-
ents do not cooperate well or 
follow advice. Patients have to 
take medication in the centre 
from six months to one year 
to recover, but they take back 
their kids after three months,” 
sovann said.

NaCD deputy secretary-gen-
eral Chey Bopha said Cambodia 
has managed 12,942 drug ad-
dicts in the past six months. 

Officials seek to merge sanctuaries

Cambodia, thailand 
design training stint 
for anti-drug officers

Officials study eco-friendly 
avenues, sidewalks in capital

Party accuses city hall of 
banning demonstrations

Long Kimmarita

a 
PHNOM Penh De-
partment of Envi-
ronment team is 
working on a plan 

to create a green avenue with 
sidewalks lined by trees.

the experimental road is 
meant to serve as an example 
for future city roads where 
sellers and pedestrians will 
not be allowed to use plastic. 

Ministry of Environment 
secretary of state Eang sophal-
leth said on august 7 that local 
authorities have to put more 

effort into managing and en-
hancing the environmental 
quality in Phnom Penh.

Municipal Department of En-
vironment director Keat Raing-
sey told The Post on tuesday that 
after this advice, the team asked 
Phnom Penh municipal gover-
nor Khuong sreng to determine 
a specific road as an example.

“We requested the Phnom 
Penh municipal governor to 
decide the sample road. I be-
lieve that all leaders want a 
first step,” said Raingsey. 

the road most similar to 
the plan is Norodom Boule-

vard which has trees on both 
sides. However, plastic use is 
not banned like in the new 
road, he said. 

“We have learnt that it’s ad-
vantageous to have a paved 
road with shady trees and easy 
access. We already have it in the 
form of Norodom Boulevard, 
and what we want to do now is 
create others that won’t allow 
plastic bags,” Raingsey said.

Ministry of Rural Develop-
ment adviser Kong sovann 
told The Post that building 
this type of road is a good idea 
because it has the benefit of 

health and aesthetics.
sovann wants the technical 

team to include sections for 
cyclists and lanes for vulnera-
ble vehicles to link traffic and 
the environment. “We should 
include something more to 
make it better,” he said.

sovann views Russian Fed-
eration Road – an international 
road frequented by national 
and international tourists – as 
a priority route to establish the 
environmentally-friendly road. 

areas around the new air-
port should also be consid-
ered, he said.

Long Kimmarita 

tHE Phnom Penh municipal 
administration is denying a 
claim by the Khmer Win Party 
(KWP) that it is prohibiting 
demonstrations calling for 
the release of union leader 
Rong Chhun and quashing 
freedom of speech.

City officials called the alle-
gations false and intending to 
mislead the public.

the KWP said this after 
a meeting with the Phnom 
Penh municipal administra-
tion on Monday to discuss a 
proposed four-day demon-
stration at the Freedom Park 

in Russey Keo district.
Party officials said denial 

of demonstrations for the re-
lease of Chhun is a restriction 
on freedom of speech and 
contradicts the principles of 
democracy and the law.

the Phnom Penh municipal 
administration issued a press re-
lease to counter the allegations. 

“the statement from Khmer 
Win Party contradicts the 
spirit of the meeting by claim-
ing the Phnom Penh munici-
pal administration is restrict-
ing demonstrations for the 
release of Rong Chhun. 

“this party also wrongly 
raised that there could be 

skirmishes and arrests of 
demonstrators because of 
such a restriction,” it said.

Municipal officials said the 
denial of demonstrations is 
based on the spread of Covid-
19. Furthermore, large gather-
ings violate Ministry of Health 
regulations. It has asked the 
party to comply with the law 
and amend its statement.

KWP spokesman Yin Chhoe-
un told The Post on tuesday 
that he has yet to receive any 
letter from the Phnom Penh 
municipal administration.

He said to prevent any re-
sponse that confuses the pub-
lic, prior internal review and 
discussions are best held. 

“I have yet to receive any 
actual details that the author-
ity has raised such condem-
nations and have yet to have 
an internal discussion on the 
matter, so I cannot respond 
yet,” he said.

KWP leader soung sophoarn 
took to Facebook on tuesday 
night. 

“Is this how the city hall 
works? the notice and the 
restriction are issued on the 
same day? the Phnom Penh 
governor already issued a 
restriction prohibiting dem-
onstrations for the release of 
Rong Chhun?” he asked.

Officials are surveying the sanctuaries before compiling a report to the ministry. environMent Ministry

Activists protest at the Phnom Penh Municipal Court to demand the 
release of union leader Rong Chhun. Heng CHivoan

In most cases it reoccurs 
because parents do not 

cooperate well or follow advice
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Wing (Cambodia)  
Limited Specialised 
Bank marked its 12 

anniversary on Wednesday in 
a special way – by reaching 
out to the community. 

The digital financial service 
provider organised a blood 
donation campaign among its 
staff themed Save Life, Give 
Blood to address a national-
level shortage due to the on-
going Covid-19 pandemic. 

national Blood Transfu-
sion Centre director Sok Po 
lamented that the shortage 
was due to a fear among 
donors that they may contract 
the coronavirus if they were 
to visit a donation centre.

“Blood donations dropped 
by 11 per cent during the  
first six months of this year. 
Some patients urgently need 
a blood transfusion, but their 
families are finding it hard  
to supply the suitable type  
of blood.  

“i highly appreciate and 
value Wing’s support by 
encouraging its staff to vol-
untarily donate blood, which 
will certainly benefit many 
patients across Cambodia. 

“This act demonstrates 
Wing’s commitment to helping 
society during this trying time. 
Wing not only helps people 
by improving their daily lives 
through financial services, but 

it also serves as a good role 
model for other companies,” 
Po said. 

in addition to its innova-
tive funds transfer services, 
a strong community spirit 
is embedded in Wing’s daily 
business operations. 

Wing’s agents and busi-
ness partners consistently 
support social development 
programmes – the latest be-
ing the Save Life, Give Blood 

campaign. 
“Blood donations are a safe 

and easy way for everyone to 
give back to the community 
during times of need. Every 
drop of blood provides hope 
for life. 

“i am so grateful to our em-
ployees for their commitment 
to the community  
by donating to support pa-
tients in need of blood  
for treatment,” Wing CEO 

Manu Rajan said. 
Commenting on the cam-

paign, Wing’s human resources 
department director Sheanghai 
Lao said: “Being part of Wing 
is so much more than just a job 
and we always encourage our 
team to do their part to change 
Cambodia for a better. 

“On top of our business 
operations, we aim to contrib-
ute more to the community in 
Cambodia through the spirit of 

volunteerism.”
Among the many Wing 

employees who joined the cam-
paign was Youlen Phy, associate 
segment marketing manager at 
Wing, who said she was happy 
to spend a small part of her day 
to have her health examined 
before donating blood as  
it allowed her to help those  
in need. 

Like other donors, Phy  
was presented with a  

volunteer donation card  
for her contribution.  

“When i came to donate 
blood, i felt like i could help 
someone live. i am proud to be 
at Wing since i have opportuni-
ties to help my community. 

“To those who are con-
sidering donating, please do 
not hesitate any longer – be  
a part of something great  
and save a life, or even three,” 
Phy said.

Wing marks 12th anniversary by holding 
an in-house blood donation campaign 
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Wing CEO Manu Rajan and National Blood Transfusion Centre director Sok Po. supplied A Wing employee donates blood. supplied

Khorn Savi

tHE appointment of Long 
Dara Vichhay as commander 
of the Phnom Penh special 
intervention unit prompted 
85 police officers to sign a let-
ter objecting to the selection. 

the June 27 letter was 
thumb-printed by the 85 and 
sent to Phnom Penh munici-
pal police chief sar thet. It 
was recently leaked.

the officers said they were 
disappointed to hear Dara 
Vichhay, the deputy head of 
the Office of Intervention and 
sheriff, was appointed to take 
the place of Prum Channa the 
deputy police chief and for-
mer head of the unit.

the letter stated that Prum 
Channa and Dara Vichhay are 
one and the same.

Channa is a commander 
who has no kindness, com-
passion, joy or equanimity 
as a leader. He liked to throw 
insults and embezzle funds of 
his subordinates.

He is a leader who doesn’t 
care for the difficulties of sub-
ordinate officials. He gambles 
and plays cards every day.

“We are deeply dissatisfied 
with this commander. Recent-
ly, it transpires that the senior 
leadership replaced Channa. 
We were very happy as there 
would be a good commander 
with leadership attributes, 
love and understanding of the 
pains of subordinate officials.

“But our hope turned out to 
be a deep disappointment,” 
the letter said.

thet told The Post on 
Wednesday that Dara Vich-
hay’s appointment is only 
temporary, and that another 
official is taking over as com-
mander. He declined to re-
veal the new commander’s 
identity.

“Eighty-five officers are not 
happy, and we investigated 
the matter. We are addressing 
the measures for them to be 
happy,” he said.

thet declined to comment 
on the allegations against 
Channa and Dara Vichhay.

National Police spokesman 
Chhay Kim Khoeun said the 
letter was submitted to the 

Phnom Penh municipal po-
lice station and referred ques-
tions to this station.

Democratic Institute of 
Cambodia director Pa Chan-
roeun urged independent in-
vestigators to look into what 
the special intervention unit 
officers mentioned regarding 
irregularities in the appoint-
ment of the new commander.

“the appointment or pro-
motion of police officials 
should be conducted as de-
fined by law.

“Hopefully, learned, skilled, 
experienced and morally up-
right individuals will be select-
ed to ensure the carrying out 
of work is effective and moral-
ly right for the sake of the unit 
and society,” he said.

Municipal police protest 
selection of commander

Fish, frogs delivered to 
improve food supplies
Mom Kunthear

t
HE Ministry of agri-
culture, Forestry and 
Fisheries has provid-
ed catfish and frogs 

to roughly 300 families in six 
of 11 targeted provinces.

Minister Veng sakhon said 
the Fisheries administration 
has provided 133,000 catfish 
and 58,400 frogs to people in 
Oddar Meanchey, Preah Vi-
hear, Mondulkiri, Ratanakkiri, 
Kampong speu, and Kampot.

“Implementation is in line 
with the direction of the Prime 
Minister to encourage the 
people to raise fish and frogs to 
ensure the supply of food stock 

while the country is in the 
covid-19 situation,” he said.

the Fisheries administration 
has also provided tent fabric 
for fish ponds and fish feed to 
190 families that received 700 
catfish each and 146 families 
that received 400 frogs each.

sakhon said the administra-
tion will continue to provide 
fish and frogs as soon as pos-
sible before the rainy season 
to promote and improve food 
safety for the people in each 
province. 

Baset district fish farmer 
and trainer Kaen Heng breeds 
five varieties of catfish. He 
told The Post he has a suc-
cessful business on 1.75ha. 

He raises 50,000-60,000 fish 
per month and profits around 
$970-$1,200 a month.

“the profit from fish and 
frog farming has improved my 
wellbeing a lot. I have money 
to purchase land and for my 
children’s education. and best 
of all, I don’t have to borrow 
money for my family expenses 
like before,” he said.

Heng also breeds frogs to 
expand his business. 

according to a report from 
the Kampong speu Depart-
ment of agriculture, Forest-
ry, and Fisheries, the prov-
ince has three fish breeding 
and four frog breeding sta-
tions.

Minister Veng Sakhon (centre) provides fish and frogs to farmers in Kampot province. Agriculture Ministry

The June 27 letter was thumb-printed by the 85 and sent to Phnom 
Penh municipal police chief Sar Thet. HeAn rAngsey



Thailand and Cam-
bodia’s many ties have 
never been stronger 
thanks to decades of 

efforts from the governments 
and leaders of both nations.  

The fostering of such a warm 
friendship has contributed to 
remarkable people-to-people 
relations, in turn reinforcing 
the already close ties that have 
proven mutually beneficial for 
both nations. 

This year marks the 70th an-
niversary of the establishment of 
Thailand-Cambodia diplomatic 
relations – a hugely important 
milestone that speaks volumes 
to the warmth between the two 
neighbours. 

Panyarak Poolthup, ambassa-
dor Extraordinary and Plenipo-
tentiary of Thailand to Cambodia 
expressed confidence that both 
nations have plenty more to 
share as they continue to prosper. 

Blooming bilateral ties 

linked by centuries of his-
tory, with a similar culture and 
a shared religion, ties between 
the neighbours have stood the 
test of time – and Thailand’s top 
diplomat in Cambodia says they 
are set to blossom even further 
in the coming years. 

“We are currently enjoying 
the best of bilateral relations due 
to the close ties between the two 
countries’ leaders. The political 
will is always there to resolve 
any issues that may arise.

“Making the people’s well-
being the priority of both 
governments and keeping 
dialogue open at all levels are 
the key factors enabling us to 
jointly address issues of com-
mon interest. 

“as we share a long border, 
we both know that we have to 
live and grow together,” Pan-
yarak said. 

he stressed how highly 
Bangkok regards strong links 
with its neighbours. 

“Thailand attaches great 

importance to our neighbouring 
countries. This is an important 
cornerstone of Thai foreign 
policy – even if the govern-
ment changes, this will never 
change,” Panyarak said. 

and the figures point to the 
remarkable results of this posi-
tion, with $4 billion in bilateral 
trade, including border trade, 
between Thailand and Cambo-
dia in the first half of this year 
alone, while around 400,000 
Thai tourists visited Cambodia 
in 2019. 

The strength of relations 
is also reflected by the nearly 
900,000 Cambodians who 
travelled to Thailand last year, 
and the more than 20 flights 
per day that connected Bangkok 
to Phnom Penh, Siem Reap 
and Sihanoukville prior to the 
Covid-19 outbreak. around one 
million Cambodian workers have 
found jobs in Thailand, sending 
sizeable amounts of remittance 
home to their families annually.

These bilateral exchanges 
have brought growth and sup-
ported the economies of the 
two nations, thus improving the 
well-being of people on both 
sides of the border. 

But beyond these impres-
sive figures lie other aspects of 
relations that are possibly even 
more important as they are  
solid foundations for a shared 
and sustainable future between 
Thailand and Cambodia.

“Thais and Cambodians have 
always been close. Geographi-
cally we are attached to each 
other along an 800km border.

“With cross-border marriages 
common, we are linked through 
family ties. 

“Before the Covid-19 out-
break, businesspeople, workers, 
tourists and students were regu-
larly travelling back and forth 
between the countries. 

“a similar culture and shared 
beliefs have led Thais and 
Cambodians to share interests 
and even have a similar sense of 

humour,” Panyarak said. 

Development cooperation 

Both governments are com-
mited to pursuing their people-
centred policies, and they are 
looking to promote various 
forms of bilateral cooperation to 
further achieve this.

The Thailand international 
Cooperation agency (TiCa) has 

long been active, playing a ma-
jor role in linking the two sides’ 
relevant institutions as they 
cooperate with an emphasis on 
human development and the 
exchange of knowledge.

The Cambodia-Thailand 
development Cooperation 
Programme on health assisting 
hospitals in Koh Kong and Od-
dar Meanchey provinces is just 

one of the many large-scale 
initiatives. 

a number of Cambodian 
students and junior officials 
also receive scholarships to 
study and train in Thailand 
every year.

Meanwhile, several projects 
initiated under the patronage 
of her Royal highness Princess 
Maha Chakri Sirindhorn have 
touched the lives of people on 
the ground, bringing about 
better living conditions for 
many at risk of being left 
behind. 

The royal projects aiming 
to improve public health in 
Mondulkiri and Ratanakkiri 
provinces, and vocational 
training in Kampong Thom and 
Kampong Speu have resulted 
in tangible outcomes and are 
among the best examples.

70th anniversary celebrations

The Royal Thai Embassy 
in Phnom Penh organised a 
series of activities beginning 
this year to commemorate the 
long-term bilateral ties, before 

the Covid-19 outbreak struck. 
They kicked off with a jazz 

concert by an ensemble from 
the Thailand Philharmonic 
Orchestra in February, which 
was graced by his Majesty 
King norodom Sihamoni. 

The “70 Years of Friendship 
Through My Eyes” photo com-
petition was launched to give 
an opportunity for Thais and 
Cambodians from all walks of 
life to express their views on 
current relations, particularly 
at the people-to-people level. 

a former student in Thai-
land, 22-year-old Sothearoth 
heng from Kampong leav in 
Prey Veng province – who 
was awarded an honourable 
mention in the photo contest 
– said that, despite some dif-
ficult times in the past, “once 
we open our hearts to each 
other, we get to know each 
other and understand each 
other better”. 

Meanwhile, Vithitphol 
Sriwaraluck, a 40-year-old art 
director with TV5, who won 
first prize and has been living 
in Cambodia for more than 
five years, said: “Cambodians 
are open and warm-hearted 
to foreigners. My Cambodian 
friends treat me like a family 
member.”

While bilateral relations 
are closely linked at all levels, 
both nations are continuing to 
explore ways to further ensure 
that such ties are even more 
robust and resilient. 

increased connectivity is 
ranked a top priority. Con-
nectivity can be both physical 
in terms of the infrastructure 
linking the two countries or 
the non-physical, such as 
understanding between Thais 
and Cambodians. 

as the ambassador stressed: 
“a combination of both will 
be the backbone of bilateral 
relations to ensure the two 
neighbours prosper together  
for many years to come.” 

Thailand-Cambodia: Two kingdoms’ 
friendship standing the test of time

Ambassador Panyarak met Prime Minister Hun Sen in May to present donations to tackle the Covid-19 outbreak. 

His Majesty King Norodom Sihamoni graced a performance by the Thailand Philharmonic Orchestra in the capital in February.

A Thai cycles through Anlong Veng during a Thailand-Cambodia Friendship Bike Ride.  

thursday,  august  13,  2020  //  www.phnompenhpost.com

Ambassador to Cambodia Panyarak Poolthup.  
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Business
Trading informaTion on Cambodia SeCuriTieS exChange

Auction Trading Method (ATM)

no SToCk CloSing PriCe oPening PriCe high low

1 ABC 17,080 17,100 17,220 17,020

2 GTI 3,050 3,030 3,540 3,030

3 PAS 14,620 14,200 15,000 14,200

4 PEPC 3,710 3,980 3,990 3,590

5 PPAP 11,680 11,680 11,680 11,680

6 PPSP 2,300 2,300 2,300 2,300

7 PWSA 5,840 5,680 5,840 5,680

Date: August 12, 2020

USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,088 1.3295 6.9452 106.82 4.1925 1.3735 31.09 0.7134 1.1766 1.3048

Pestech lists 
on exchange
May Kunmakara

P
OWER transmission 
provider Pestech 
(Cambodia) Plc on 
Wednesday became 

the 13th company to list on 
the Cambodia securities Ex-
change (CsX), following an 
arduous preparation pro-
cess marred by the Covid-19 
pandemic.

In its initial public offering 
(IPO) Pestech Cambodia, 
a 100 per cent owned sub-
sidiary of Malaysia-based 
Pestech International Bhd, 
issued 3.9 million shares 
(5.26 per cent of its total 
74,945,000 voting shares) at 
$0.76 per share, raising ap-
proximately $3 million.

speaking via video confer-
encing from Malaysia at the 
listing ceremony, Pestech 
Cambodia executive chair-
man Paul Lim said the 1.83-
fold oversubscription reflects 
public confidence in the out-
look for the company.

He said the firm has been a 
participant in the high-voltage 
electrical-network build-up in 
the Cambodia since 2010.

Lim said: “With the busi-
ness-friendly environment 

in Cambodia and our suc-
cessful listing on CsX, the 
group has established a good 
platform to further pursue 
vast opportunities in power 
generation, rail electrifica-
tion, power distribution and 
smart grid business in Cam-
bodia and further export to 
the Mekong region.

“Pestech Cambodia, now 
being a Cambodian-listed 
company, is committed to 
strengthen its corporate 
presence locally, building 
a Cambodian based power 
infrastructure brand name 
to serve Indo-China, nur-
turing a team of local power 
engineering professionals, 
and to invest in producing 
locally assembled power 
products, if granted the op-
portunities.”

He said that with the com-
pany’s efforts will also be 
focus into bringing in tech-
nology for sustainable de-
velopment of electric power 
sources in terms of solar 
power and waste to energy 
plant build-up in Cambodia.

CsX CEO Hong sok Hour 
said the IPO is the compa-
ny’s new vehicle for raising 
capital to further its invest-

ments in the Kingdom and 
expand its business here.

He said: “Fundraising via 
the capital market will be-
come a priority means for 
small and medium-sized en-
terprises [sMEs] to enhance 
and expand their businesses 
in the future.

“this method of fundrais-
ing will in return provide a 
reliable option for potential 
investors who are looking to 
invest or want to use their 
surplus money to turn a prof-
it in the short or long term. 

“today’s listing will pro-
vide Pestech a new long-term 
source of funds for their added 
investment and future busi-
ness expansions,” he said.

securities and Exchange 
Commission of Cambodia 
director-general sou socheat 
said Pestech had been 
steadfast on their years-long 
journey that culminated in 
Wednesday’s IPO.

He said: “We did not ex-
pect Pestech’s IPO to be 
oversubscribed given how 
taxing Covid-19 has been.

“Pestech is the first com-
pany with a Malaysia-listed 
parent company and the 
seventh one to list a stock 
on CsX. Pestech will surely 
bring their experiences from 
listing in Malaysia and put 
them into practice here.”

CsX CEO Hong sok Hour 
said among the 13 securi-

ties-listed companies on 
the CsX, seven are stock-
listed and six are bond-
listed. as of Wednesday, the 
13 have raised around $243 
million.

CsX’s market capitalisation 
rose to $2.57 billion as of June 
30, 4.5 times higher than the 
same date last year, while the 
index also rose 12 per cent 
over the same period.

On the Bursa Malaysia, 
shares of Pestech Interna-
tional were flat at 0.81 ring-
git ($0.19) on Wednesday, 
after having risen to a high 
of 0.86, for a market capi-
talisation of 617.781 million 
ringgit, with 2,628,400 mil-
lion shares traded.

Cathay logs 
$1.3B loss 
in first-half
HONg KONg carrier Cathay Pacific 
on Wednesday said it lost HK$9.9 bil-
lion (us$1.27 billion) in the first half 
of this year as the coronavirus pan-
demic sent passenger numbers tum-
bling, eviscerating its business.

Before the pandemic, Cathay Pacific 
was one of asia’s largest international 
airlines and the world’s fifth-largest air 
cargo carrier. But it has been battered 
by the evaporation of global travel.

the airline said it carried 4.4 million 
passengers in the first half of this year, 
a 76 per cent plunge year-on-year.

at the height of the global lockdowns 
in april and May, Cathay Pacific’s 
entire fleet was averaging just 500 pas-
sengers a day.

Cargo remained the lone bright 
spot, rising nine per cent year-on-year 
to HK$11.2 billion. Demand was driv-
en up by a squeeze on space for cargo, 
which is often carried in the holds of 
passenger planes.

Despite the grim results, Cathay’s 
share price rose 12 per cent on 
Wednesday, its biggest one-day jump 
since 2008.

Bloomberg News said the rally was 
caused by a tweet by Chinese state-
run Global Times saying Hong Kong’s 
airport may soon restart transfer 
flights to the mainland.

the paper gave no source for its tweet 
but investors were buoyed because 
transfer flights could give Cathay some 
much-needed extra passengers.

unlike other big international car-
riers, Cathay has no domestic market 
to fall back on, and it was already 
under pressure after months of huge 
protests in Hong Kong last year caused 
passenger numbers to plunge.

Chairman Patrick Healy said 2020 
had started promisingly, with signs that 
demand was beginning to return after 
the sometimes-violent protests had 
put travellers off visiting the financial 
hub. But then the pandemic struck.

In response to the health crisis, 
Cathay Pacific has tried to save cash 
by reducing capacity, cutting execu-
tive pay, introducing voluntary leave 
schemes and slashing other non-es-
sential costs. It has so far refrained 
from any large-scale job cuts.

Hong Kong’s government also came 
to its rescue earlier this year with a 
HK$39 billion recapitalisation plan.

the deal allowed Cathay Pacific to 
raise some HK$11.7 billion in a rights 
issue on the basis of seven rights shares 
for every 11 existing shares held.

Preference shares were sold to the 
government via aviation 2020, a new 
company it owns, for HK$19.5 billion 
and warrants for HK$1.95 billion, sub-
ject to adjustment. AFP

Pestech (Cambodia) Plc became the 13th company to list on the Cambodia Securities Exchange (CSX). CSX

‘Positive results’ for western PP logistics centre
Thou Vireak

a recently-completed early-stage fea-
sibility analysis of a groundbreaking 
trade logistics centre west of Phnom 
Penh provided positive results, Min-
istry of Public Works and transport 
senior official Chhieng Pich told The 
Post on Wednesday.

Pich, director-general of the min-
istry’s general Department of Logis-
tics, said the study showed that 
Phnom Penh Logistics Complex 
would be economically viable and 
commercialising it would benefit the 
private and public sectors.

He said the ministry forwarded the 
results of the analysis to the Ministry 
of Economy and Finance and is 
awaiting approval.

“If the Ministry of Economy and 
Finance gives us the green light, we 
will conduct a comprehensive feasi-
bility study in collaboration with the 
asian Development Bank,” he said.

the Phnom Penh Logistics Com-
plex will be located on 98ha in Dan-
gkor district’s samrong Krom com-
mune, an area lying just west of 
Phnom Penh International airport.

the location is strategically signifi-
cant as it sits between sihanoukville 
autonomous Port and the Poipet rail 
line on the border with thailand. It is 
also located near National Roads 3 
and 4, as well as the Phnom Penh 
special Economic Zone.

Cambodia’s weak logistics infra-
structure has long impeded its trade 
sector, with a 2014 World Bank report 
showing the Kingdom’s export costs 
were 30 per cent higher than those of 
neighbouring countries.

In 2016, the Japan International 
Cooperation agency estimated that 
Cambodia charges its exporters $540 
per twenty-foot equivalent units 
(tEu), compared to $200 in thailand 
and $250 in Vietnam.

tEu is an inexact unit of cargo 

capacity often used to describe the 
capacity of container ships.

Cambodia Freight Forwarders 
association president sin Chanthy 
expressed optimism that the creation 
of the Phnom Penh Logistics Com-
plex will provide an additional option 

for private sector investors in logis-
tics, trim production costs and sharp-
en the Kingdom’s competitive edge.

“We are awaiting the arrival of 
investors to give a further impetus to 
the project. Hopefully something will 
come up soon,” he said.

A 2014 World Bank report showed that the Kingdom’s export costs were 30 per cent 
higher than those of neighbouring countries. POST STAFF
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After negotiations with the Democrats on 
a virus relief plan ended without agreement, 
US President Donald Trump on Saturday 
signed an executive order for a payroll tax 
holiday for American workers.

The move has the potential to put more 
money in peoples’ wallets by temporarily 
suspending the collection of payroll taxes 
for those earning less than $100,000 a year.  

The deferral will start on September 1 and 
run until December 31. Despite it being only 
a temporary measure, it could to a certain 
extent have negative consequences down 
the road. 

As well as the payroll tax suspension, 
investors will continue to keep a close eye 
on negotiations in the US over the next 

round of economic stimulus measures.
While hopes grow on the stalled talks be-

tween Democrats and the White House on a 
new support package for states hit hard by 
the covid-19 pandemic, delays in reaching 
a deal weighing on market sentiment are 
not expected to push gold much lower than 
its current price in the near future. 

The gold market has been bearish since 
last Friday, at a high of $2,072.50 per ounce 
and its low sitting at $1,901 on Tuesday. 

Based on fundamental and technical 
analysis, traders can this week consider 
selling gold in a range between $1,950 and 
$1,935, setting the sell range at $1,920 to 
$1,972, the stop loss at $1,980 and taking 
profit at $1,872 to $1,825 and $1,750.

Investors less bullish on gold as market perceives risk on USD
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Railroad network to boost sino-asEaN economic ties
WItH  asEaN increasingly becoming 
China’s key trading partner and con-
struction of the China-Laos railway 
seeing notable progress this year, 
experts predicted that more freight 
train services will be operated 
between China and southeast asian 
economies over the next decade.

they made the remarks after Nan-
tong, Jiangsu province, launched the 
first international freight train travel-
ling from the Yangtze River Delta region 
to asEaN carrying more than 70 con-
tainers of industrial goods, garments 
and photovoltaic products manufac-
tured by companies in East China to 
Hanoi, Vietnam, in late May.

It took about 120 hours for the train 
to complete the 2,300km long journey.

after arriving at Hanoi, the train 
returned to China carrying Vietnam-
ese goods, including agricultural and 
electronic products. the service has 
brought considerable benefits to cus-
tomers in the region as it has cut the 
transport period from 10 days by sea 

to about five days.
after this trial operation, the cargo 

train’s operator – China Railway 
shanghai group Co Ltd – plans to run 
the trains between four and six times 
a month to better connect the Yang-
tze River Delta region and asEaN 
markets in the second half.

Covid-19 has not only boosted the 
vitality of the China-Europe freight 
train service, but also stimulated both 
trade and railroad transportation vol-
ume between China and asEaN so far 
this year, said Chen Yumou, deputy 
head of China Railway shanghai 
group’s Nanjing branch.

Because the cost of transporting rail 
freight is nearly half that of overland 
road transport and as market demand 
remains robust on both sides, cargo 
trains between China and asEaN 
members – in particular Vietnam, 
Laos and thailand – will gain momen-
tum this year, said Xu Liping, a 
researcher at the Chinese academy of 
social sciences in Beijing.

With the China-thailand railway 
project progressing smoothly, thailand 
will enjoy more economic benefits 
once the high-speed railway connects 
the country’s capital Bangkok with 
China and other countries in the future, 
said Zhang Yongjun, a researcher at the 
Beijing-based China Centre for Inter-
national Economic Exchanges.

It will help attract more foreign 
tourists and help narrow the region-
al economic disparity of thailand, 
Zhang said.

according to the project plan 
released by China state Railway 
group Co Ltd – the country’s railway 
operator – the China-thailand rail-
way will eventually connect with the 
China-Laos railway. It will make the 
railroad network more accessible 
between China and asEaN.

Backed by price advantages, reliable 
product quality and efficient service, 
China’s train manufacturers and rail-
way project contractors have enhanced 
their presence in overseas markets 

after the country completed construc-
tion of a high-speed railway in turkey 
in 2014, said sun Zhang, a professor at 
the transportation Research Institute 
of shanghai-based tongji university.

the China-Laos Railway, the China-
thailand Railway and a high-speed line 
linking Jakarta and Bandung in Indone-
sia, have all adopted Chinese rail stand-
ards and technologies, he said, adding 
that the projects will spur economic 
growth along the rail routes.

Laos-China Railway Co Ltd, a joint ven-
ture based in the Laotian capital of Vien-
tiane, handles the construction and 
operation of the railway, and the com-
pany announced last month that sup-
portive construction of two cross-Mekong 
River bridges has been completed.

the China-Laos Railway crosses 
the Mekong River twice to the north 
of Luang Prabang, about 230km 
north of Vientiane.

China-asEaN Business Council 
executive president Xu Ningning said: 
“the China-Laos Railway is a strategic 

project part of both the Belt and Road 
Initiative and Laos’ national strategy 
to transform from a landlocked coun-
try to a land-linked hub.”

the over 400km railway, with 
198km of tunnels and 62km of bridg-
es, will run from the Boten border 
crossing in northern Laos, bordering 
China, to Vientiane with an average 
operating speed of 160km/h.

In addition to operating direct 
freight trains to asEaN economies 
bordering China, Chinese inland cit-
ies such as Chongqing launched non-
scheduled cargo trains to better serve 
transportation needs along the land-
sea trade corridor last year.

the train stops at Qinzhou port, 
guangxi Zhuang autonomous 
Region. Cargo such as auto parts and 
machinery equipment manufactured 
in Chengdu and Chongqing are then 
shipped to Ho Chi Minh City and 
Haiphong in Vietnam, and Jakarta, 
Indonesia, by sea routes. CHINA DAILY/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK

tHE Bangkok-based Krungsri 
Finnovate Co Ltd has unveiled 
its business strategy for the 
second half of this year, with 
a goal of becoming the top 
start-up incubator and inves-
tor in the asEaN bloc.

the Bank of ayudhya Pcl’s 
start-up venture capital arm 
also announced its most re-
cent investment – in property 
tech (proptech) firm ICON 
Framework Co Ltd.

ICON Framework has 12 
years of experience in property 
technology development and 
has worked with thailand’s top 
10 real estate developers.

Krungsri Finnovate said 
the investment would help 
strengthen Krungsri’s home 
loan business in the long run.

Its managing director sam 
tanskul said: “Krungsri Finno-
vate continues its focus on pro-
viding support to thai start-ups 
while monitoring the Covid-19 
impact on their ecosystem.

“Krungsri Finnovate has rede-
fined its business plan to focus 
on creating alliances as well as 
investing in start-ups with po-
tential growth and technologies 
that will respond to the market 
post-Covid-19, which include 

e-logistics, online payment, 
software as a service [saas], 
food delivery, et cetera.”

Krungsri Finnovate said its 
strategy aligns with four in-
vestment themes – “strategic 
Investment”, “Financial Re-
turns”, “Futuristic Investment” 
and “Fund of Funds”.

the firm said it will continue 
seeking investment opportunities 
both domestically and in south-
east asia, China, Europe, and 
other countries with advanced 
innovation, including Israel.

sam said: “Krungsri Finnovate 
is developing start-ups’ ecosys-
tem and promoting start-ups’ 
growth both in terms of invest-
ment and building incubation 
and escalation platforms.

“going forward, another im-
portant step is to collaborate 
and work closely with giant 
tech start-ups to develop inno-
vations that connect directly to 
Krungsri group’s businesses.

“Meanwhile it continues to 
support growth of small start-
ups through the ‘Meet the 
angels by Krungsri Finnovate’ 
project which has been joined 
by over 40 start-ups since its 
launch.” THE NATION (THAILAND)/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK

thai start-up incubator 
reveals strategy for H2Mitsubishi eyes profit in sEa

JaPaNEsE automaker Mit-
subishi Motors Corp hopes 
to increase its operating 
profit in its main market of 

southeast asia to a record 100 
billion yen ($940 million) per 
year after fiscal 2025, CEO and 
representative executive officer 
takao Kato said in an interview 
with The Yomiuri Shimbun.

Mitsubishi Motors is also 
mainly in charge of the south-
east asian market in joint ven-
ture with Renault sa of France 
and Nissan Motor Co Ltd. In 
January, it will start production 
of a plug-in hybrid vehicle in 
thailand and will also consider 
production in Myanmar.

In fiscal 2019, Mitsubishi Mo-
tors’ operations in southeast 
asia had an operating profit of 
about 64 billion yen. In Japan, 
the us and Europe, however, 
sales were sluggish, leaving the 
company with its first net loss 
in three years. “the omnidirec-
tional expansion strategy was 
unreasonable,” Kato said.

the company will reduce 
fixed costs by 20 per cent over 
the next two years. In Japan, the 
company has decided to close 
a plant in gifu prefecture that 
produces the suV model Paje-
ro. Regarding two other plants 

that produce finished vehicles, 
“production line restructuring 
is possible,” he said.

Meanwhile in Vietnam, Binh 
Dinh provincial People’s Com-
mittee chairman Ho Quoc 
Dung said authorities in the 
central coastal province will 
offer attractive policies and 
mechanisms to support Mit-
subishi Motors Vietnam Co 
Ltd – the automaker’s vehicle 
distributor in the country since 
1994 – in building an automo-
bile manufacturing factory at 
Becamex Industrial Park.

Dung said this at a meeting 
with Mitsubishi Motors Viet-
nam CEO Kenichi Horinouchi 
on June 6.

Horinouchi said his firm is 
seeking an area in Vietnam 
for its second automobile 
manufacturing factory. the 
first one is in the southern 
province of Binh Duong.

He said Binh Dinh has ad-
vantages of a deep-water 
port, so it is determined to 
be the top choice of the com-
pany. In addition, it has com-
plete transport infrastructure, 

which is convenient for goods 
transportation.

the province covers a large 
land fund, which is very con-
venient for the construction 
of auto part factories for the 
automobile industry, he said.

Dung said Binh Dinh is a key 
economic province in Vietnam’s 
central region. Quy Nhon Port 
is the most convenient interna-
tional trade gateway between 
the Central Highlands region 
and neighbouring countries of 
Cambodia and Laos, and other 
countries around the world.

Binh Dinh is a little over 
19km from Cambodia at its 
closest point.

Dung said: “the province 
has six industrial parks. the 
largest one is Nhon Hoi Eco-
nomic Zone with an area of 
over 14,000ha.”

In a meeting with Deputy 
Prime Minister Vuong Dinh Hue 
in Hanoi in January 2018, Mit-
subishi Motors Corp executive 
vice-president Kozo shiraji said 
its second factory in the coun-
try would cost approximately 
$250 million, with a manufac-
turing capacity estimated to 
reach 30,000-50,000 cars on an 
annual basis. THE YOMIURI SHIMBUN, 

VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Mitsubishi Motors CEO and representative executive officer Takao Kato 
said his company will start production of a plug-in hybrid vehicle in 
Thailand and will also consider production in Myanmar. AFP



Hin Pisei

T
HE construction and 
real estate sectors 
in the Kingdom by 
and large dodged the 

worst of the sweeping Covid-
19 crisis that ravaged the 
garments, textile and tour-
ism sectors, Cambodia Con-
structors Association general 
manager and secretary Chiv 
Sivpheng said on Wednesday.

He told The Post that con-
struction activity continues 
at a modest rate and imports 
performed well in the first half 
of this year, but noted that the 
pandemic had drained mo-
mentum from the projects, par-
ticularly foreign-owned ones.

Cambodia imported $565.91 
million worth of building ma-
terials in the first half of this 
year, while arrivals were in ex-
cess of $1.50655 billion for the 
whole year 2019, data from the 
Ministry of Economy and Fi-
nance’s General Department 
of Customs and Excise show.

Broken down by catego-
ry, the Kingdom imported 
217,151 tonnes of steel worth 
$140.8 million, 681,817 tonnes 
of cement worth $43.27 mil-
lion and 672,785 tonnes of 

“construction equipment” 
worth $381.84 million.

For the whole year 2019, it im-
ported 722,621 tonnes of steel 
worth $477.19 million, 1.97 mil-
lion tonnes of cement worth 
$129 million and 1.7 million 
tonnes of “construction equip-
ment” worth $900.51 million.

Sivpheng attributed what 
he called “disheartening fig-
ures when compared to 2019” 
to hurdles for investors stem-
ming from Covid-19 travel 
restrictions and a surge in do-
mestic production capacity.

He said: “Covid-19 has kept in-
vestors and construction techni-
cians from returning to Cambo-
dia, slowing down construction 
activity somewhat in the first 
half. Additionally, the number of 
factories contributing to domes-
tic supply is on the rise.”

As the Covid-19 situation ebbs 
and flows, the construction sec-
tor is unquestionably regaining 
traction, he said, citing a year-
on-year increase in the number 
and the value of construction 
projects approved by the Min-
istry of Land Management, Ur-
ban Planning and Construction 
in the first half of this year.

“I am unreservedly con-
fident that the Cambodian 

construction sector will make 
a full recovery by the end of 
this year,” Sivpheng said.

The ministry reported that it 
approved more than $3.84 bil-
lion in new projects in the con-
struction sector during the first 
half of this year, climbing 13.26 
per cent on a yearly basis.

Huy Vanna, secretary-general 
of advisory firm Housing De-
velopment Association of Cam-
bodia, cited as the main culprit 
behind the slump experienced 
across the construction sector’s 
segments, most notably condo-
miniums and larger projects.

“Construction is still ongo-
ing. It’s just that for every 100 
steps it would have taken in the 
pre-Covid-19 era, it is taking 50 
for the time being, waiting out 
the market situation,” he said.

Cambodia Chamber of 
Commerce vice-president Lim 
Heng opined that travel and 
freight transport restrictions 
were the number one driver 
of lacklustre first-half building 
material imports and delays in 
construction activity.

“Economic activity in all 
sectors is on a steady track 
to recovery and I know that 
strong momentum will return 
soon,” he said.
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INTEREST rates of home 
loans at Vietnamese com-
mercial banks have tended to 
reduce significantly since the 
second half of last month due 
to low capital demand from 
business and production.

The home loan interest 
rates at State-owned banks, 
including Vietcombank, BIDV 
and VietinBank were cut by 
0.2 to one percentage points 
per annum for different terms 
from the end of last month.

Specifically, the preferen-
tial interest rate at BIDV was 
lowered from eight per cent to 
7.8 per cent per annum on 12-
month terms, from nine per 
cent to 8.8 per cent per annum 
on 24-month terms. By the 
end of the preferential period, 
the average lending rate is 10.1 
per cent per annum, on a bor-
rowing period of 20 years.

At Vietcombank, home loan 
interest rates were cut from 
8.1 per cent to 7.7 per cent per 
annum for a preferential term 
of 12-month. Particularly, Viet-
combank provides seven inter-
est rate options so that home-
buyers can take the initiative in 
calculating loan plans.

At foreign-owned banks 
such as Standard Chartered, 
UOB, HongleongBank, HSBC 
and Shinhanbank, the aver-
age interest rate of home loan 
packages is listed at 6.49-8.8 
per cent per annum for one- 
to three-year loans.

In the following years, the 
additional rate is 1.5-3.9 per 
cent per annum based on 
the deposit interest rates for 
terms from six months to two 
years, fluctuating from 10 to 
10.5 per cent per annum. The 
borrowing terms are from 
20 to 25 years, The Thoi Bao 
Ngan Hang (The Banking 
Times) newspaper reported.

For the group of private joint 
stock banks, Techcombank 
made the largest interest rate de-
crease to home loan packages.

Accordingly, the bank stim-
ulates home loans with a long 
term of 35 years with prefer-
ential interest rates of only 
8.29 per cent per annum in the 
first year. After the preferential 
period, loans of more than five 
billion dong ($216,000) are of-
fered with an attractive rate of 
10.8 per cent per annum.

Other private commercial 
banks, such as MB, TPBank, 
VPBank and VIB, also listed 
12-month preferential interest 
rates for home loans at 7.7-
10.1 per cent per annum. After 
the preferential period, the 
rates will be adjusted to about 
11-15 per cent per annum.

According to experts, 
banks’ interest rate cut for 
home loans is mainly aimed 
to boost credit growth targets 
in the middle of low capital 
demand for production and 
business activities due to the 
impact of the Covid-19 pan-

demic. The credit growth ex-
panded only 3.45 per cent at 
the end of last month.

Besides, banks currently also 
prefer home loans because 
they are secured and less risky 
than loans for business pur-
poses. The sharp interest rate 
decline to the lowest level in 
the past 10 years is also creat-
ing favourable conditions for 
more people to own home.

However, the current big-
gest obstacle is that housing 
prices are still relatively high 
compared to people’s incomes. 
Therefore, even when the inter-
est rate level has fallen sharply, 
it is not enough to encourage 
people to buy houses.

Thus, if localities, especially 
big cities like Hanoi and Ho 
Chi Minh City can boost the 
supply of small apartments, 
social housing and commer-
cial housing for low-income 
people with prices of less than 
two billion dong per unit, the 
home loans will grow strongly 
in the next one or two years as 
demand for the housing seg-
ments has remained high.

Statistics of many real estate 
exchanges from early in the 
second quarter until now have 
pointed out that the number 
of searches for small apart-
ments with an area of about 
45sqm increased strongly by 
more than 200 per cent com-
pared to the first quarter. VIET 

NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Vietnam commercial banks 
cut home loan interest rates

Covid-19 fails to crack 
construction imports 

Cambodia imported $565.91 million worth of building materials in the first half of this year. HENG CHIVOAN

South Korea seeking higher tax on foreign property speculators
IN A bid to calm real estate prices, 
South Korea’s ruling party this week 
said it would seek legislation to levy 
a heavier tax on property speculation 
by foreign nationals.

The Democratic Party of Korea and 
the government said the bill would 
impose a 20 per cent acquisition tax 
on home purchases by foreign nation-
als if the buyers do not reside there for 
more than six months out of the year 
without an acceptable reason.

The current law states that taxes for 
foreign nationals buying real estate 
here are the same as for Koreans, but 
foreign buyers are not required to 
submit financing plans and do not 
face the same restrictions on loan-to-
value and debt-to-income ratios 
when purchasing properties here.

From 2017 to May this year, 23,219 
foreign nationals purchased 23,167 
homes worth a combined 7.7 trillion 
won ($6.5 billion), the National Tax 

Service (NTS) said. By country of ori-
gin, Chinese nationals purchased the 
most homes at 13,573, with US citi-
zens trailing far behind at 4,282.

By region, Seoul ranked number one 
with 4,473 properties worth a com-
bined 3.3 trillion won. Gyeonggi prov-
ince ranked number two by value with 
10,093 properties worth a total 2.7 tril-
lion won, NTS data showed.

Owners of homes that accounted 
for 32.7 per cent of the total, or 7,569, 
never resided in the purchased prop-
erties, the data showed, suggesting 
the homes were bought for invest-
ment purposes.

Ruling party Representative Chung 
Il-young said foreign demand for 
investment properties in the local 
real estate market has surged, and the 
latest bill takes a leaf from other 
developed countries’ real estate rules 
designed to stabilise prices.

Chung warned that additional bills 

imposing heftier transfer and com-
prehensive real estate taxes would be 
levied on foreign buyers if they fail to 
uphold the latest legislation.

Singapore, Canada and New Zea-
land impose either heftier taxes or 
stricter restrictions to block specula-
tive real estate buying by foreign 
nationals.

Following the Moon Jae-in admin-
istration’s 22nd set of policy actions 
announced on July 10 to curb the 
heated real estate market, South 
Korea’s National Assembly on Tuesday 
passed a separate bill aiming to block 
speculative buying and increase taxa-
tion for owners of multiple homes.

The property acquisition tax rate 
was raised to a maximum of 12 per 
cent from the current 3.5 per cent for 
homeowners who own a property 
worth more than 300 million won in 
State-designated speculative areas. 
THE KOREA HERALD/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

The number of searches for small apartments with an area of about 45sqm has seen a sharp increase. 
BAOXAYDUNG.COM.VN/VIET NAM NEWS

From 2017 to May this year, foreign nationals purchased 4,473 properties worth a 
combined 3.3 trillion won ($2.8 billion) in Seoul. YONHAP NEWS AGENCY/THE KOREA HERALD
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Apartment for Rent
Located at west of Independence 
Monument, 2 bedrooms, open 
living room, fully furnished, nice 
kitchen, lot of sunlight.
Price: $1,200/month

Apartment for Rent
Located at North West of Russian 
Market, 1, 2 and 3 bedrooms, open 
living room, fully furnished, nice 
kitchen and balcony. 
Price: $700, $900, and $1800/M

Apartment for rent
Located near Russian Market, 2 
bedrooms, open living room, bal-
cony, fully furnished, nice kitchen, 
lot of sunlight. 
Price: $1,200/month

Renovated apartment for rent 
Located: Near Royal Palace
2 bedrooms, well renovated, 
Fully furnished, good security, 
many facilities around.  
Price: $750/month

Garden Villa for rent in BKK1
2 floors, 5 bedrooms, spacious 
living room, fully furnished, big 
kitchen and balcony. Good for 
residence or office.
Price: $7,000/month

Villa for rent in North Bridge 
Very big garden, 5 bedrooms, 
large living room, fully furnished, 
western kitchen, big balcony, 
very safe and quiet.
Price: $3,500/month 

Villa for rent 
Located in Sangkat Boeung Pro-
lit, Khan 7 Makara, 6 bedrooms, 
living room, kitchen, many facili-
ties around, safe and quiet.
Price: $5,000/month

Modern villa for rent 
In Grand Phnom Penh, 5 bed-
rooms, large living room, modern 
designed, fully furnished, modern 
kitchen, big balcony.
Price: $1,700/month

Villa for rent in Bassac Garden City
2 floors, 4 bedrooms, large living 
room, fully furnished, modern 
kitchen, big balcony,  
safe and quiet.
Price: $3,500/month

Villa for rent next to BBK1
7 bedrooms, large living room, 
partially furnished, big balcony, 
some trees, very safe 
and quiet. 
Price: $3,000/month

Office space for rent
On main street, size from 
200sqm to 400sqm, 7 floors,  
2 lifts, parking, open space,  
very safe.
Price: $14/sqm 

Office space for rent 
Located at west of Olympic 
Stadium, size from 840sqm to 
500sqm, 2nd floor, 2 lifts, park-
ing, open space, very safe.
Price: $16/sqm 

Shophouse for rent near AEON 2
Located in borey The Premier 
Land near AEON 2, 
6 bedrooms, good for office  
and business.
Price: $1,500/month

Shophouse for rent 
Located in Borey Penghout The 
Star Diamond, Road 60m, 
Land size:4.5m x 20m, 
House size: 4.5m x 12m, 
Price: $1,200/month

APARtMENt fOR RENt/SAlE VillA fOR RENt OffiCE SPACE /ShOPhOuSE fOR RENt

089 200 300  
012 390 390tel: 

Address: #394 - 396 (Home City Building), Street 71, 
Chamkarmon, Phnom Penh, Cambodia
Email: info@towncity.com, www.towncity.com

#113 Mao Tse Toung Blvd, No 2FD1
Phone: (+855) 95 955 777
Email: info@c21mekong.com.kh
www.c21mekong.com.kh
facebook.com/C21Mekong

Single Villa (type deluxe) 
Location: Borey Bassac Garden City 
Sangkat Tonle Bassac
Land size: 14 x 21.5m 
House size: 10m x 12m 
Price: $1,500,000 (Negotiable)

Villa for rent at BKK1 
Location: Sangkat Boeung Keng Kang 
1, Khan Chamkamorn, 
House size: 12m x 21m
Land size: 18m x 30m
Price: $4,500/month

Villa lC2 for sale 
Location: Borey Penghuoth The Star 
Natural, Street 371
House size: 5.1m x 7.2m
Land size: 5.1m x 15m
Price: $150,000 (Negotiable)

Villa Queen for sale
Location: Borey Chipmong, Street 371, 
in front of PC Market
House size: 9m x 12m
Land size: 14m x 23m
Price: $1,000,000 (Negotiable)

Single villa for sale
Location: Borey Villa Town, Hun Sen 
Blvd, next to ISPP
House size: 8.47m x 13.47m
Land size: 12.3m x 23m
Price: $750,000 (Negotiable)

Mesong tower for sale
Location: Diamond Island, Tolebassac, 
Chomkamon,
House size: 47-66sqm
Bedroom: 1 unit
Price: $100,000 (Negotiable)

land for sale (lS:l84)
Land size: 20x30M, 
Location: Borey Kang Meng, Sangkat 
Prek Kompers, Khan Dongkor,  
Phnom Penh City 
Price: $170,000 (Negotiable)  

land for sale (lS: l64) 
Land size: 30x43M 
Location: Sang Kat Prek Eng, Khan 
Chbar Ampov 
Phnom Penh
Price: $320,000 (Negotiable)

land for sale (lS:l68)
Land size: 618m2
Soft title 
Location: Prek Eng, Chbar Ampov, 
Phnom Penh
Price: $200,000

land for sale (Code:lS:l64)
Land size: 40m x72m
Location: Veal Sbov 
Chbar Ampov  
Phnom Penh
Price: $1,300,000

Villa for sale (code VS.l24)
Land size: 8m x22m
House size: 6m x12m
Location: Peng Hout Boeng Snor,
Chbar Ampov, Phnom Penh
Price: $350,000

Villa for sales (CodeVS.l21) 
Land size: 8.59x22m 
House size: 6x12m, location: N.98 
St.E-01: Borey Peng Huot Berg Snor, 
Chbar Ampov 
Price: $390,000

Email : info.epiagency@gmail.com
http://www.easypropertyrealty.com
#19DE0, St. 172, Sangkat Chey Chomnes, Khan Doun Penh.
Tel: 015 777 586 / 061 777 586 / 011 777 587

#35, Street.P10D, Borey Peng Huoth The Star Polaris 1, 
Sangkat Niruoth, Khan Chbaampov, Phnom Penh,  
E-Mail: info@katappraisal.com  / www.katappraisal.com
089 888 366, 089 888 277 | 089 888 377, 089 888 755

link house for sale
Land size :  4.1m x 14m
House size :  4.1m x 12m 
Location :  Borey Leng Navatra 
Sangkat Chaom Chau 
Price: $67,000 (Negotiable)   

Shop house for sale at Borey Peng 
huoth Boeung Snor
Land Size :  4.5m x 21m 
House Size : 4.5m x 14m
Location : Sangkat Niroth 
Price: $290,000 (Negotiable)  

flat for sale
Land size :  4.2m x 20.5m 
House Size :  4.2m x 13m 
Location :  Borey Lim Chheanghak  
Veal Sbov
Price: $69,800 (Negotiable) 

Olympia condo SOhO type for sale  
Size : 45Sqm 
Location : Sangkat Orussey,  
Khan 7 Makara
Phnom Penh
Price : $13,000 (Negotiable)

Villa lC1 for sale
Land Size : 5.2m x 14m 
House Size : 5.2m x 7m 
Location : Chea Sophara, Borey Peng 
Huoth The Star Premier
Price: $84,500 (Negotiable)  

twin Villa for sale at Borey Peng 
huoth PC market
Land Size : 6m x 16m
House Size : 6m x 12m 
Location : Chak Ang Re Luer 
Price : $385,000 (Negotiable)

land for sale
Land Size: 11.5m x 150m
Title: Hard
Location: Prek Eng 
Chbar Ampov, Phnom Penh
Price: $400/m2

land for sale
Land size: 17,089m2 
Location: Dang Kao
Phnom Penh
Cambodia
Price: $180/m2 (Negotiable)

land for sale 
Land: Size 32m x 54m
Location: Chaom Chau
Khan Porsenchey
Phnom Penh
Price: $350/m2

land for sale
Land size: 16m x 22m 
Location: Prek Eng 
Chbar Ampov 
Phnom Penh
Price: $120,000

flat house for sale
Land size: 4m x 22.5m
House size: 4m x 15m
Location: Khan Russey keo
.Phnom Penh
Price : $183,000

two flat houses for sale
Land size: 4.5m x 21m
House size: 4.5m x 16m
Location: Russey keo
Khan Porsenchey
Price: $98,000 (per flat)
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world

sOutH Korea’s Ministry of 
unification looks set to approve 
an inter-Korean barter trade of 
the south’s sugar for the North’s 
liquor and food products.

Before taking office late last 
month, then-unification min-
ister nominee Lee In-young 
said small-scale barter 
exchanges could pave the way 
for a resumption of stalled 
inter-Korean exchanges, as 
they bypass uN sanctions ban-
ning cash transfers.

a south Korean farmers’ 
cooperative in June sealed a 
deal with five North Korean 
trading firms, which calls for 
Pyongyang swapping 250 prod-
ucts including liquor, its signa-
ture ginseng and other food 
supplements for 167 tonnes of 
sugar from seoul.

the exchange would come in 
stages with liquor coming in 
first and food products like soy 
sauce and soybean paste arriv-
ing here later.

No cash transfer is expected 
in the deal and a Chinese com-
pany will help the delivery in 
the middle, making any direct 
exchange between the two 
Koreas unnecessary. the us 
earlier took issue with a south 
Korean truck carrying tamiflu 
medication into the North.

Meanwhile, the ministry 
urged the North to jointly 
respond to the latest flood 
damage that dealt another 
blow to the regime still grap-
pling with the Covid-19 pan-
demic, with the spokesperson 
saying precipitation levels this 
month there were higher than 
the worst record in 2007.

Leader Kim Jong-un earlier 
mobilised the military to help 
with the recovery efforts in 
flood-ravaged regions including 
the North and south Hwanghae 
provinces, around Pyongyang, 
that produces the largest grain 
output for the country with a 
perennial food crisis.

International Federation of 
Red Cross and Red Crescent 
societies (IFRC) spokesman 
anthony Balmain told Radio 
Free asia on Monday: “Hundreds 
of homes have been damaged 
and large areas of rice fields have 
been submerged due to heavy 
rain and some flash flooding.”

North Korea’s Red Cross 
deployed 43,000 volunteers to 
provide food assistance and 
relief goods to those displaced 
residents and help contain the 
spread of the coronavirus, the 
IFRC said, adding that families 
affected by floods were also 
supported so they would not 
fall victim to post-traumatic 
stress disorder.

the North Korea’s Red Cross 
society is the only organisation 
with access to all nine prov-
inces there, with south Hwang-
hae and Kangwon provinces 
bordering the south being hit 
hardest by the downpours. THE 

KOREA HERALD/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Russia vaccine claim faces scepticism 
as nations renew coronavirus battle
R

ussIa claimed 
on tuesday that it 
has developed the 
world’s first vaccine 

offering “sustainable immu-
nity” against the coronavirus, 
despite mounting scepticism 
about its effectiveness as fears 
grow over a second wave of 
infections across the globe.

President Vladimir Putin 
said the vaccine was safe 
and that one of his daughters 
had received the inoculation, 
dubbed “sputnik” after the 
pioneering 1950s soviet sat-
ellite.

“I know that it is quite effec-
tive, that it gives sustainable 
immunity,” Putin said of the 
vaccine developed by the ga-
maleya research institute in 
coordination with Moscow’s 
defence ministry.

Russia’s health ministry said 
though clinical trials were not 
yet complete and final stage 
testing involving more than 
2,000 people was to start only 
on Wednesday.

Western scientists have pre-
viously raised concerns about 
the speed of development of 
Russian vaccines, suggest-
ing that researchers might be 
cutting corners.

World Health Organisation 
(WHO) spokesman in geneva 
tarik Jasarevic said it was in 
“close contact” with Russian 

health authorities but that it 
was too soon for any WHO 
stamp of approval.

He said: “Pre-qualification 
of any vaccine includes the 
rigorous review and assess-
ment of all the required safety 
and efficacy data.”

In Berlin, a spokesman for 
the german health ministry 

told newspaper group RND 
that “there is no known data 
on the quality, efficacy and 
safety of the Russian vaccine”, 
adding that “patient safety is 
of the highest priority”.

Russia hopes to begin pro-
duction next month and start 
vaccinating medical staff im-
mediately afterwards.

Kirill Dmitriev, the head of 
the Russian sovereign wealth 
fund that helped develop 
the vaccine, said the doubts 
about the vaccines were part 
of “coordinated and carefully 
orchestrated media attacks” 
designed to “discredit” the 
country.

He said that 20 foreign 

countries have pre-ordered 
over a billion doses.

the race for a vaccine is 
heating up as nations across 
the globe brace for new out-
breaks of the disease – even as 
they try to restart economies 
battered by months of lock-
down.

Indonesia said tuesday it 
would launch a Phase 3 human 
trial of a vaccine candidate 
from China’s sinovac Biotech.

Phase 3 refers to trials in-
volving large numbers of 
human test subjects and is 
usually the last step before 
regulatory approval.

sinovac’s vaccine, dubbed 
CoronaVac, is already be-
ing tested on 9,000 Brazilian 
health workers.

the WHO says that 165 
candidate vaccines are being 
worked on around the world, 
with six reaching Phase 3.

But emergencies director 
Michael Ryan warned that 
finding a vaccine would not 
automatically spell the end 
for Covid-19.

He said: “We have perfectly 
effective polio and measles 
vaccines, and we still strug-
gle to eradicate or eliminate 
those diseases. You’ve got to 
be able to deliver that vaccine 
to a population that want and 
demand to have that vac-
cine.” AFP

Harris tapped to be us’ first coloured woman VP
us presidential hopeful Joe 
Biden named senator Kamala 
Harris, a former rival in the White 
House race, as his running mate 
on tuesday, marking a historic 
first for us women of colour.

Biden’s announcement 
capped a months-long search 
for a Democratic partner to 
challenge President Donald 
trump in November.

Harris, who would become the 
us’ first female and first black 
vice-president if elected, is a 
“fearless fighter for the little guy, 
and one of the country’s finest 
public servants”, Biden, 77, said 
in revealing his running mate.

“I’m proud now to have her as 
my partner in this campaign.”

the decision, announced in 
typical 2020 style on social 
media, was a crucial moment 
for Biden as he aims to build a 
broad coalition of voters to oust 
trump from the White House.

Harris, who at 55, and two 
decades Biden’s junior, could 
appeal to younger voters and 
women, particularly those in 
the suburbs who have been 
fleeing trump.

the former California attor-
ney general is the first person 
of Indian descent in the run-
ning mate role, and personi-
fies the diversity seen as key to 
building enthusiasm for the 
Democratic ticket, particu-

larly in a year marked by a his-
toric reckoning on race.

she is the third female vice-
presidential nominee for a 
major party, after the ground-
breaking but unsuccessful 
runs of Democrat geraldine 
Ferraro in 1984 and Republi-
can sarah Palin in 2008.

Hillary Clinton was the first 
female presidential nominee, 
losing to trump in 2016.

Harris, who ran for the 2020 
Democratic presidential nom-
ination against Biden, said she 
was “honoured” to join the 
ticket and would “do what it 
takes” to help him win.

she tweeted: “@JoeBiden 
can unify the american people 
because he’s spent his life 
fighting for us. and as presi-
dent, he’ll build an america 
that lives up to our ideals.”

For Harris, being elevated onto 
a presidential ticket is the politi-
cal moment of a lifetime. and if 
they win, the telegenic but tough 
Californian would almost cer-
tainly become the frontrunner 
in the race for the 2024 or 2028 
Democratic nomination.

Biden would be the oldest per-
son to take the office, and there 
is broad speculation that should 
Biden win, he would serve one 
four-year term and groom his 
deputy to succeed him.

that puts Harris in the 

extraordinary position as 
potential flag bearer of the 
Democratic Party.

Biden is likely confident that 
Harris has the policy chops 
and governing experience to 
help lead on day one, and 
immediately step into the job 
as president if needed.

trump poured scorn on 
Biden’s announcement, saying 
he was “surprised” at his 
choice given what trump 
called Harris’s lacklustre per-
formance in the Democratic 

nomination race.
“she did very poorly in the 

primaries” trump told report-
ers at the White House. “and 
that’s like a poll.”

He went on to attack Harris 
for her role in the bruising 
confirmation hearings of 
supreme Court Justice Brett 
Kavanaugh, calling her “the 
meanest, the most horrible, 
the most disrespectful of any-
body in the us senate”.

But Harris, who beat out near-
ly a dozen other women to 

become the running mate, has 
shown she can parry such blows, 
a cherished quality for anyone 
facing an onslaught of negativ-
ity from a caustic president.

Biden’s pick of Harris drew 
ringing endorsements from 
other quarters – including from 
Barack Obama, the us’ first 
black commander in chief.

“she is more than prepared 
for the job,” tweeted trump’s 
predecessor. “this is a good 
day for our country. Now let’s 
go win this thing.” AFP

Inter-Korea 
barter trade 
pending 
green light

Russian President Vladimir Putin said the vaccine was safe and that one of his daughters had received the 
inoculation, dubbed ‘Sputnik’ after the pioneering 1950s Soviet satellite. RUSSIAN DIRECT INVESTMENT FUND/AFP

Democrat Joe Biden’s choice of Kamala Harris for White House running mate puts a coloured woman on a 
major US party ticket for the first time. AFP
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HILIPPINE President Rodri-
go Duterte boldly declared 
on Monday night that he 
would immediately try out 

the vaccine against the new coro-
navirus being developed by Russia, 
but the government’s requirements 
for people who would be allowed 
to take part in the clinical trials dis-
qualify him outright.

according to the guidelines set 
by the Philippines’ vaccine expert 
panel for Phase 3 clinical trials con-
ducted in the country, priority will 
be given to people aged 18 to 59 who 
are at high risk of coronavirus infec-
tion. these people include health 
workers and contacts of Covid-19 
patients.

While the elderly and immuno-
compromised people, like Duterte, 
may be included later on, their par-
ticipation would “depend on the re-
sults” of the priority group.

“there will be inclusion and ex-
clusion criteria on who can partici-
pate in the clinical trials. this will be 
strictly implemented,” Dr Nina glo-
riani, chair of the country’s vaccine 
expert panel, said last month.

In a televised address on Monday 
night, Duterte said Russian Presi-

dent Vladimir Putin had committed 
to provide the Philippines with the 
Covid-19 vaccine that Russia was 
developing.

to show his confidence in Russia’s 
candidate vaccine, Duterte offered 
to be the first to be inoculated when 
it arrives and said: “I can be the first 
they can experiment on.

“Let us see if it’s safe for me, safe 
for all. If not, that would be the 
problem since this will be given for 
free,” Duterte said.

Like in his previous addresses, Du-
terte again raised the possibility of a 
vaccine becoming available by De-
cember, a timeline the World Health 
Organisation (WHO) had already 
said was unlikely.

WHO health emergencies pro-
gramme executive director Mike 
Ryan earlier said: “We’re speeding 
up as much as possible but we’re 
not in any way going to cut corners 
on safety.

“We have to be able to look our-
selves in the eye and be able to look 
at our communities and assure them 
that we have taken every precaution 
to make sure these vaccines are safe 
and effective before we go giving 
them to the general population.

“to make that happen, we can 
shorten that time but realistically 
it’s going to be the first part of next 
year before we start seeing people 
getting vaccinated.”

In a statement, the Department 
of Health (DoH) said the Russian 
Direct Investment Fund proposed 
to not only conduct clinical trials in 
the Philippines, but also supply the 
country with vaccines and set up lo-
cal manufacturing.

the DoH said: “the Department 
of science and technology, as the 
lead vaccine development portfolio, 
will handle the conduct of clinical 

trials under the requirements of the 
Food and Drug administration.”

If the trials in the country begin by 
October, gloriani said, the primary 
outcomes will only be known six 
months after the first immunisation.

she said: “Monitoring for those 
who will be vaccinated will be up to 
12 months.”

Earlier, the Inter-agency task 
Force for the Management of 
Emerging Infectious Diseases ap-
proved clinical trials in the country 
of vaccines being developed by five 
pharmaceutical groups from China 
and taiwan.

the China groups are the Chinese 
academy of science-guangzhou In-
stitute of Biomedicine and Health, 
sinovac Biotech Ltd and sinopharm, 
which collaborated with the Wuhan 
Institute and Beijing Biologicals In-
stitute for the development of its 
candidate vaccine.

the taiwan groups are adimmune 
Corp and academia sinica.

Eight candidate vaccines are in 
the third phase of clinical trials. at 
this stage, the vaccine’s safety and 
efficacy are tested on thousands of 
patients. PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

Philippine leader 
‘not qualified’ to 
try Russia vaccine, 
gov’t rules show

Hanoi leader under probe, 
hit with 90-day suspension
HaNOI People’s Committee 
chairman Nguyen Duc Chung 
will be suspended from of-
ficial duties for 90 days, as 
police’s investigation into his 
role in a number of cases is 
carried out.

Vietnamese Prime Minister 
Nguyen Xuan Phuc signed 
the decision on tuesday, ef-
fective immediately.

the same day, the Commu-
nist Party of Vietnam’s Polit-
buro announced to suspend 
Chung’s position as vice-sec-
retary of Hanoi’s Party Com-
mittee.

Ministry of Public security 
spokesperson Major general 
to an Xo said Chung was be-
ing investigated in connection 
with accusations of smug-
gling, accounting violations, 
money laundering and viola-
tions of bidding regulations 
involving the privately owned 
software and technological 
service company Nhat Cuong 
trading and services Co Ltd 
and Hanoi’s Department of 
Planning and Investment.

Nhat Cuong director-gener-
al Bui Quang Huy is currently 
wanted for questioning by 
police.

Police are also looking into 
Chung’s role in a case of mis-
management of state assets 
and theft of state secrets, in 
which arrest warrants have 
been issued against an official 
working at the Hanoi People’s 

Committee, Chung’s driver 
and a serving police officer.

Chung was born on august 
3, 1967, in thang Long com-
mune, Kinh Mon district of 
the northern province Hai 
Duong. He holds a Bachelor’s 
Degree from the Vietnam 
People’s Police academy and 
a Doctor of Law degree.

Before becoming the leader 
of the Vietnamese capital 
in December 2015, Chung 
served in many positions in 
Hanoi’s public security force.

In 2001, he led the serious 
crime unit of the Investigation 
Police Department, Hanoi. 
From 2004 to 2007, he was the 
deputy leader of the Criminal 
Police Department and then 
head of the department.

He served as deputy direc-
tor of Hanoi’s police in 2011-
2012 before rising to the top 
position in september 2012.

In september 2013, Chung 
was promoted to the rank of 
major general. VIET NAM NEWS/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK

singapore crushes massive ivory 
haul on eve of World Elephant Day
sINgaPORE began destroy-
ing nine tonnes of seized 
ivory on tuesday, the largest 
such action globally in recent 
years, including contraband 
tusks that came from more 
than 300 african elephants.

the destruction by an in-
dustrial rock crusher was held 
on the eve of World Elephant 
Day, and aims to prevent the 
items from re-entering the 
market and disrupt the global 
supply chain of illegally trad-
ed ivory, singapore’s National 
Parks Board said.

a spokeswoman for the 
board said it would take three 
to five days for all of the ivory 
– seized between 2014 and 

2019 – to be crushed, after 
which the fragments will be 
incinerated.

“this ivory crushing event, 
the largest globally in recent 
years, demonstrates singa-
pore’s strong determination 
and commitment to combat 
the illegal trade in wildlife,” 
the board said in a statement.

the items include 8.8 
tonnes of ivory seized last 
year in singapore’s biggest 
haul worth s$17.6 million 
(us$13 million), it said.

singapore also on tuesday 
launched a Centre for Wild-
life Forensics to “identify and 
analyse specimens involved 
in the illegal wildlife trade”.

By using DNa analysis and 
other methods to study the 
specimens, the centre can 
determine where the items 
were poached from – a useful 
tool in the fight against illegal 
wildlife trade.

Elephant ivory is coveted 
because it can be fashioned 
into items like combs, pen-
dants and other exotic jewel-
lery.

the global trade in elephant 
ivory, with rare exceptions, 
has been outlawed since 1989 
after the population of the af-
rican animals dropped from 
millions in the mid-20th cen-
tury to about 600,000 by the 
end of the 1980s. AFP

Duterte told a televised address that Russian President Vladimir Putin had committed to provide the Philippines with the Covid-19 
vaccine that Russia was developing. MALACANANG PRESIDENTIAL PALACE

Hanoi People’s Committee chairman Nguyen Duc Chung will be 
suspended from official duties for 90 days. TUOI TRE

Singapore used an an industrial rock crusher to destroy the seized ivory. AFP
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D
IstaNCE learning has 
proven to be a steep learn-
ing curve for both students 
and educators at conven-

tional “face-to-face” schools in aus-
tralia but is generally accepted as a 
reality of schooling in the time of 
Covid-19 – even if only temporarily.

In late January this year, in the mid-
dle of a summer marked by extreme 
temperatures and intense bushfires, 
australia reported its first case of the 
novel coronavirus in Melbourne. 
soon after, more cases were reported 
– notable among them were passen-
gers from cruise ships docking at the 
tourist hotspots of sydney and Fre-
mantle, Western australia (Wa).

By early March, international traffic 
had been drastically reduced and, 
around the same time, state govern-
ments – rather than the federal gov-
ernment – became the guiding force 
regulating the do’s and don’ts within 
each state.

toward the end of the school term 
in april, Wa schools saw student 
numbers dwindling, as many parents 
kept their children at home in 
response to the uncertainty sur-
rounding the situation with Covid-19. 
Following state government guide-
lines, schools adapted as best they 
could; teachers started preparing for 
a new reality of online teaching, and 
their digital-native students were 
gearing up for online learning.

During this period, teachers in 
some schools had already started 
delivering their lessons both online – 
for students who stayed at home – 
and in-class, for students who still 
attended school. With the bulk of 
Wa’s workforce starting to work from 
home, students still at school were 
mainly the children of people 
deemed “essential workers”.

at the time, teachers were also 
gearing up for a new term ahead of 
pure distance learning. this meant 
designing curriculum delivery, ensur-
ing student engagement and plan-
ning student assessments in ways 
that many of them had never done 
before. It was a time of great uncer-
tainty but also a time for reflection.

Distance learning is not a system 
many of australia’s conventional, 
metropolitan-area teachers are famil-
iar with but has been a long-standing 
reality for many children living in far-
flung parts of the country. aimed at 
accommodating eligible school-aged 
children who, through geographical 
or other circumstances, are isolated 
or cannot access schools within their 

region, distance schools have played 
an important role in providing the 
education and social connection 
needed by some australian children.

John Ryan, an independent scholar 
and educator who has spent decades 
working in distance education in 
New south Wales and now based in 
Perth’s Wa school of Isolated and 
Distance Education (sIDE), notes 
that distance education is one of the 
avenues keeping these students 
going with their schooling. 

the availability and use of various 
forms of communications technolo-
gy is a vital part of distance educa-
tion. this system, sIDE’s website 
states, offers “the same education 
opportunities and support as most 

primary and secondary schools”, 
including to students with disabili-
ties, students with learning difficul-
ties and gifted and talented students. 

Distance education relies on indi-
vidual, or small groups of students 
having access to a high-tech digital 
set-up, so they can have “synchro-
nous, real-time communication” 
with sIDE through web-conferencing 
platforms, as well as “asynchronous, 
24/7 access” through web-based 
learning and collaboration systems.

as the situation surrounding Covid-19 
evolved, a shift took place in australian 
schools and “distance education” 

quickly became a thing – schools had 
to know how to do it, and teachers 
and school communities had to be 
involved. In Wa, Ryan says, the state 
government invested in Covid-19 
projects that were based on distance 
education and provided schools 
across the state some guidelines to 
be used in online education. 

across the country, teachers came to 
embrace online schooling, albeit to 
varying degrees. unlike the well-es-
tablished distance education system 
delivered by institutions like sIDE, 
regular schools could not expect their 
students to have equal access to digit-
al technology. For this reason, and in 
keeping with the principles of fairness 
and equitability, it was necessary for 

teachers to also create “paper” or 
physical packages of schoolwork for 
students to complete at home.

By the time the two-week term-holi-
days started in mid-april, many 
schools across Wa had sent their stu-
dents home with these work packages 
as well as instructions for online meet-
ings and lessons. Everyone, at the time, 
was expecting these to be used in full 
force when the new term started.

those two weeks of holidays – from 
mid- to end of april – was a time of 
anxious waiting and watching as the 
state government announced daily 
updates and changes. Wa, it turned 

out, was looking good. In fact things 
just kept getting better, for even as the 
pandemic wreaked havoc throughout 
the rest of the world, it appeared Wa 
was shielded from Covid-19 chaos 
thanks to its geographical isolation, 
wide open spaces, tight border and 
quarantine restrictions, people’s ten-
dency to follow rules and, perhaps, the 
summer-like weather that endured 
even as winter was approaching.

a few days before the end of the 
holidays, the state government 
announced its decision to open 
schools in the new term. schools 
would operate under much-adjusted 
physical-distancing and gathering 
restrictions and apply special clean-
ing protocols, but parents could ulti-
mately choose whether to send their 
children to school or have them fol-
low online lessons from home.

On day one of the new term, many 
Wa schools had well above 50 per cent 
attendance, and in most cases, teach-
ers noted absences as “due to a reason-
able cause” – namely Covid-19 risks. 
Following the government’s edict, 
teachers applied, to various degrees, 
some form of dual-teaching format, to 
ensure students at home were not 
missing out on face-to-face lessons.

Ryan notes that a well-executed les-
son in distance education should have 
a coherent focus and involve a variety 
of learning experiences. “an introduc-
tion with camera by the teacher, then 
sharing screens for lesson content – so 
not all teacher-talk. students should 
have opportunities via audio, text chat 
and annotation tools to engage with 
the lesson in ways that suit the activity 
and the students,” he says.

In the first few weeks of term, most 
teachers in Wa’s regular schools would 
have applied, or aspired to achieve 
these aspects of distance education as 
they juggled between delivering les-
sons online and in class. But as new 
Covid-19 cases in the state remained 
near-zero week after week, student 
attendance rose steadily. By the end of 
May, most schools had returned to full 
capacity and online teaching was no 
longer necessary.

From the uncertainty of Covid-19, 
the anxiety of learning how to teach 
remotely, to the return to almost-
normal schooling, it has been a roll-
er-coaster of a ride for school com-
munities across the country. For now, 
things seem to be looking up in all 
states except Victoria. But whatever 
the situation, it is safe to say teachers 
are much more prepared for varia-
tions in teaching than ever.

The writer, a former journalist at the Jakarta 
Post, currently works in education in Australia.

Opinion
Prapti Widinugraheni

A lesson in distance learning
from Australia

Children return to their school at Homebush West Public School in Sydney on May 25.  afp

Students should have 
opportunities via audio, text 
chat and annotation tools to 

engage with the lesson 
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Lifestyle
Paris’ ‘Little 
africa’ battles 
against racist 
stereotyping
B

RaNDED a “no-go 
zone” by Fox News in 
the wake of the 2015 
Charlie Hebdo at-

tacks, the goutte d’Or neigh-
bourhood of northern Paris 
has long been shunned by 
outsiders as a den of crime, 
prostitution and drugs.

Locals say the image is one-
sided and unfair, and entre-
preneurs and artists have 
taken it upon themselves to 
promote the area’s bustling 
afrocentric vibe with shop-
pers and tourists alike.

“I want people to dis-
cover the treasures of this 
place, beyond the fact that 
the roads are dirty and the 
buildings run down,” said 
Jacqueline Ngo Mpii, found-
er of the company “Little af-
rica” offering guided tours of 
the goutte d’Or since 2015.

“It is a neighbourhood of 
prostitution and drug sales, 
but it is also a neighbourhood 
where renowned creators 
work, where african popu-
lar culture is based, and a 
neighbourhood adored by its 
inhabitants!” says the Camer-
oon-born Frenchwoman.

the goutte d’Or is a stone’s 
throw from the emblematic 
artists’ quarter of Montmar-
tre and its sacre Coeur ba-
silica but in some ways it is a 
world apart.

a dramatic change from the 
tourist trinkets and postcard 
stands that line the streets 
of Montmartre, the working-
class neighbourhood boasts 
over 300 shops and restau-
rants dedicated to african 
fashion and gastronomy.

the alluring whiffs of sen-
egalese, Malian, Beninese 

and togolese cuisine waft 
through its streets, which 
dazzle with window after 
window of brightly-coloured 
african traditional fabrics.

‘Flavour of Paris’
Once outside the walls of 

inner Paris, the goutte d’Or 
was incorporated into the 
city in the 1860s and populat-
ed in large part by successive 
waves of immigrants, mainly 
from French-speaking africa, 
who continue being regarded 
as outsiders, said Ngo Mpii.

“You can see that with time, 
it stayed that way in the men-
tality of the Parisians a bit.”

During France’s strict lock-
down to contain the corona-
virus pandemic, the area was 
often shown on television as a 
place where people flouted the 
rules, which critics say con-
tributed to its vilification at a 
time that France is asking itself 
tough questions about race.

the country has seen nu-
merous protests over alleged 
police violence following the 
deaths of two men in police 
custody in circumstances 
reminiscent of the killing of 
african-american george 
Floyd in the us.

a large, colourful graffiti 
work in the goutte d’Or neigh-
bourhood reads “Police every-
where, justice nowhere” – a 
popular slogan at the recent 
anti-racism rallies, and a sign 
that tensions remain high.

Patrick Banks, an african-
american entrepreneur origi-
nally from the Californian city 
of Oakland, has lived in Paris for 
several years, and discovered 
the history of the goutte d’Or 
on one of Ngo Mpii’s tours.

“Paris is diverse, is one of 
the most beautiful cities in 
the world, but if you don’t 
experience [all its neigh-
bourhoods] you’re missing 
so much of what gives the 
flavour of Paris,” he said.

In the heart of the goutte 

d’Or, brothers Youssouf and 
Mamadou Fofana, who have 
senegalese roots, run the re-
nowned fashion brand “Mai-
son Chateau Rouge” that has 
paraded down the runways of 
Paris Fashion Week and sells 
its street-wear creations in 

London, tokyo and Beijing.
Youssouf Fofana said he 

found it astounding “that 
one still has to demonstrate 
in 2020 for things to change”, 
and regretted that so many 
african creators struggle to 
make it until they are validat-

ed by a big white name in the 
commercial world.

‘Diversity is wealth’
Less than 100m away, the 

owner of the shop and brand 
“Mazalay Couture”, alexan-
dre Zongo, is overwhelmed 
by orders.

“People come from very far 
to my shop, and I actually have 
a clientele that is more Euro-
pean than african,” said the 
tailor, who works in the tradi-
tional Faso Dan Fani cloth of 
his native Burkina Faso.

“they could have gone 
to the Marais but they are 
here,” he said, referring to a 
chic neighbourhood in cen-
tral Paris.

Ngo Mpii’s business, like so 
many others, has been hard 
hit by coronavirus prevention 
measures that have made tours 
difficult, and tourists scarce.

she has applied to the Paris 
tourist office to set up a virtu-
al tour of the goutte d’Or.

“We need to show who we 
are so that people can change 
their view and their mental-
ity,” she said.

“this diversity is a … wealth 
for France.” AFP

Fresh Prince of Bel-Air set for gritty reboot, reports say
THE Fresh Prince of Bel-Air is getting 
turned upside-down as a gritty drama 
set to be executive produced by Will 
smith, Hollywood trade publications 
reported on tuesday.

the idea for a dark modern-day 
“reimagining” of the smash hit 1990s 
sitcom that launched smith’s acting 
career came from superfan Morgan 
Cooper, who shot and posted his own 
four-minute trailer last year.

two versions of the trailer have 
been viewed over seven million times 
and won over smith himself, who met 
Cooper last year and praised his “bril-
liant” idea.

smith said on his Youtube channel 
at the time: “Morgan did a ridiculous 
trailer for ‘Bel-air’ – a brilliant idea, 
the dramatic version of the Fresh 

Prince for the next generation.”
the Hollywood Reporter and Dead-

line reported that the project is now 
in development with smith’s West-
brook studios and universal tV, and 
being pitched to various streaming 
platforms including Netflix.

the project would feature hour-long 
dramatic episodes telling the story of 
how smith’s character became 
embroiled in a fight with Philadelphia 
gang members before being sent to 
live with wealthy relatives in the afflu-
ent Los angeles suburb of Bel-air.

Cooper told smith last year: “I envi-
sion the first season being the rest of 
his junior year – there’s no worse time 
for a kid to land in a new place, in the 
middle of the school year.”

Cooper’s trailer includes a young 

Will’s first meeting with popular 
characters from the original series, 
including Jazz – alias Jazzy Jeff – at a 
Los angeles record store.

Cooper will co-write the script, direct 
and be credited as a co-executive pro-
ducer, working alongside several origi-
nal members of the “Fresh Prince” crea-
tive team and showrunner Chris Collins 
(The Wire) according to reports.

smith and Cooper’s representatives 
did not immediately respond to aFP 
request for comment.

The Fresh Prince of Bel-Air ran for 
six seasons from 1990-1996, becom-
ing a global hit. It showcased the act-
ing and comedic talents of smith, 
then a young rapper who would go 
on to become one of Hollywood’s big-
gest movie stars. AFP

Branded a  ‘no-go zone’ the Goutte d’Or neighbourhood of northern Paris has long been shunned by outsiders. AFP

The Goutte d’Or is a stone’s throw from Montmartre and its Sacre Coeur basilica. AFP

Fresh Prince actor Will Smith is the executive producer of the reimagined show. AFP
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Many a homecoming attendee
  5 Bacterial infection
 10 Delighted expression
 13 Goldfish relative
 14 Diagram grammatically
 15 Eugene O’Neill’s “___ Christie”
 16 What every sales rep seeks
 19 “... __ he drove out of sight ...”
 20 “My fault!”
 21 “It just doesn’t ___”
 22 Arm bone
 23 Cobbles, in a way
 25 Main arteries
 28 Group of six
 29 Northern seabird
 30 One who puts the punch  

in punch
 31 “His Master’s Voice” co.
 34 What college provides
 38 “All right!”
 39 Egypt-inspired Vegas hotel
 40 Look ___ (visit briefly)
 41 Bathroom fixture
 42 Bounce on one’s knee
 44 Some appetizers
 47 Contorted
 48 “In memoriam” items

 49 Aug. follower
 50 “The Princess and the Pea” prop
 53 Where the most important things  

are listed
 57 Celebratory poems
 58 Flooded
 59 Abbey resident
 60 Always, poetically
 61 They’re left at sea
 62 Orange or cherry
DOWN
  1 Feel the pain
  2 Animal house
  3 Sudden hankering
  4 Dashboard abbr.
  5 Some silverware
  6 Buccaneers’ home
  7 Gives guns to
  8 Tire gauge meas.
  9 “For ___ a jolly good fellow”
 10 Battery terminal
 11 Untie the knot?
 12 Hinged door fasteners
 15 Assisted
 17 Coke or Pepsi, e.g.
 18 About 30 percent of Africa
 22 State whose motto is “Industry”

 23 Happen again
 24 Board member, for short
 25 Covered with soot, e.g.
 26 “Grapes of Wrath” character
 27 Floor coverings
 28 Wore
 30 All the words in a language
 31 Brie covering
 32 “___ Hand Luke”
 33 “Green Gables” girl
 35 Run out
 36 Trojan Horse, e.g.
 37 Color lightly
 41 Tub events
 42 Bottommost areas
 43 Initial poker stake
 44 Small salmon (var.)
 45 Bear with patience
 46 Country east of Mali
 47 Beauty’s beau
 49 Appendectomy evidence
 50 Crude, rude dude
 51 White-tailed eagle
 52 Actor Dick Van ___
 54 Maple fluid
 55 Love-seat capacity
 56 Clock standard, briefly

“REACH THE PEAK” 

Wednesday’s solution

Wednesday’s solution

Lifestyle

Protestors march past Democracy Monument as Thailand’s budding pro-democracy movement is intent on 
overhauling the government, rewriting the constitution and dismantling a law that shields the monarchy. AFP

thailand’s youth take 
on the establishment
L

EaDERLEss and so-
cial media-savvy, thai-
land’s budding pro-de-
mocracy movement is 

intent on overhauling the gov-
ernment, rewriting the consti-
tution and even taking on a law 
that shields the monarchy.

the kingdom has seen a 
decades-long spin-cycle of 
coups and violent street pro-
tests led by well-funded vet-
erans for or against the estab-
lishment.

But the new generation 
of demonstrators says its 
fight is very different, as they 
stage near-daily protests with 
crowds of up to several thou-
sand angry young thais.

“I just want my rights,” 
said 20-year-old Rawee, real 
name Nawiboon Chompoo, 
who helps fire up rallies with 
chants for reform and by 
burning pictures of the coun-
try’s prime minister.

“the government is unreli-
able and bad for the people.”

Prime Minister Prayut Chan-
o-cha is a former army chief 
and mastermind of the 2014 
coup that brought military rule 
back to thailand for five years.

the 66-year-old became 
prime minister of a govern-
ment packed with pro-mili-
tary figures after an election 
last year.

Demonstrators say the elec-
tion was deeply flawed, held 
under an army-scripted con-
stitution that allowed junta-
picked senators to have a say 
in appointing the premier.

Protesters are calling for a 
rewrite of the constitution 
and the dissolution of parlia-
ment.

Creativity
Creativity has been a hall-

mark of the thai rallies.
Protesters have borrowed 

pop culture symbols, includ-
ing songs from Japanese car-
toon Hamtaro and the musi-
cal Les Miserables, as well as 
the three-fingered salute from 
the Hunger games movies.

they have even staged Har-
ry Potter-themed demonstra-
tions.

the coronavirus pandemic 
sent thailand’s economy into 
free fall, focusing already sim-
mering discontent against the 
government’s handling of the 
crisis.

alleged human rights abus-
es by authorities are also fuel-
ling anger.

at least eight activists who 
fled thailand since the 2014 
coup have disappeared in the 
past two years, according to 
Human Rights Watch.

Most protesters support the 
opposition Future Forward 
Party (FFP), whose leaders 
were banned in February 
from politics for a decade 
over electoral breaches – a 
move they maintain was po-
litically motivated.

FFP’s mainly young sup-
porters saw this as more evi-
dence that the system was 
stacked against them.

“We tried to play by their 

rules … but now there is noth-
ing,” said Rawee, who stressed 
that the movement was sepa-
rate from the FFP, which was 
founded by a billionaire.

King and country
the increasingly bold 

movement has also waded 
into sensitive territory.

On Monday, about 4,000 
protesters listened as or-
ganisers read out demands 
for thailand’s unassailable 
monarchy.

Many wore face masks em-
blazoned with a call to “End 
112”, referring to a contro-
versial royal defamation law 
that protects the monarchy 
from criticism and carries a 
sentence of up to 15 years per 
charge.

activists also called for 
frank discussion about King 
Maha Vajiralongkorn, who 
sits at the apex of thai power 
and took the throne from his 

revered father in 2016.
During his time in power, 

the 68-year-old king has tak-
en personal control of royal 
assets and moving army units 
directly under his command.

Buttressing the royal fam-
ily is the conservative, arch-
royalist military, which has 
staged more than a dozen 
coups since the end of abso-
lutism in 1932.

the status quo also has 
support.

Royalists have held counter-
rallies, though with smaller 
numbers.

Resolute
the anti-government pro-

test movement started in Feb-
ruary, with flash mob protests 
in response to the dissolution 
of the FFP.

sporadic, and typically very 
small, gatherings that fol-
lowed began to gain momen-

tum last month, with protests 
occurring nearly daily.

With Monday’s rally of 4,000 
the largest so far, the move-
ment has yet to gain main-
stream traction, and there is 
no certainty they will build.

However, in a signal that au-
thorities appear to be growing 
more concerned, police made 
their first arrests of protesters 
last week.

two pro-democracy ac-
tivists were arrested under 
charges including sedition 
and breaking coronavirus 
rules, then released on bail.

Others allege intimidation 
and harassment, claims de-
nied by the police who say 
they are simply monitoring 
the protests.

Despite the risk of arrest, 
prominent activist Parit Chi-
warak – also known as “Pen-
guin” – remains resolute.

“We must fight no matter 
what.” AFP

we tried to play 
by their rules … 
but now there 

is nothing
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stokes’ absence 
leaves England 
with Pakistan 
test problem

Champions League ‘Final Eight’ kicks off in Lisbon

E
ngland may have won 
the series opener 
against Pakistan but 
the absence of Ben 

stokes leaves them with argu-
ably the bigger selection head-
ache going into thursday’s 
second test at southampton.

Pakistan were much the 
better side for much of last 
week’s first test at Old traf-
ford and, despite a second-
innings collapse, were still 
favourites to win when they 
reduced England to 117-5 in 
pursuit of a target of 277.

But a sixth-wicket partner-
ship of 139 between Chris 
Woakes (84 not out) and Jos 
Buttler (75) turned the tide as 
England went 1-0 up in a three-
match series on saturday.

since England won with more 
than a day to spare in Man-
chester, it has been announced 
that star all-rounder stokes will 
miss the rest of the series as a 
result of travelling to New Zea-
land to be with his ill father.

a quad injury meant that 
the end of England’s 2-1 se-
ries win over the West Indies 
last month – a campaign that 
marked international cricket’s 
return from the coronavirus 
lockdown – and the first test 

against Pakistan saw vice-
captain stokes effectively 
deployed as a specialist bats-
man by skipper Joe Root.

stokes, however, still took 
two important wickets on the 
third evening against Pakistan.

‘Confidence’
the obvious move for Eng-

land would be to recall bats-
man Zak Crawley, who has 
missed out on the last two 
matches while an extra bowl-
er has been deployed because 
of stokes’ injury problems.

Buttler underlined his skill 
in a run-chase last week but 
the wicketkeeper, by his own 
admission, had a poor match 
with the gloves.

England do have the option 
to recall Ben Foakes, widely 
regarded as a better keeper, 
and play Buttler as a special-
ist batsman.

But Root appeared wary 
of that suggestion when he 
praised fellow World Cup win-
ner Buttler’s innings by saying: 
“I think it will provide him with 
a huge amount of confidence 
in all aspects of his game and 
he should take that forward 
for the rest of the series.”

Root himself could do with 

a big score having managed 
just one test hundred in 18 
months.

England are in the middle of 
a sequence of six tests in sev-
en weeks, a gruelling schedule 
that has seen them adopt a 
policy of rotating their quicks.

James anderson, England’s 
all-time leading test wicket-
taker bristled at talk he was 
considering retirement after a 
meagre match haul of 1-97 at 
his Lancashire home ground 
last week meant the 38-year-
old has taken just six wickets 
at an expensive average of 41 

in three tests this season.
He could now make way for 

left-armer sam Curran, who has 
won all his eight home tests, or 
fast bowler Mark Wood.

‘Deal with pressure better’ 
Pakistan coach Misbah-ul-

Haq insisted his side could re-
cover from an agonising loss 
as they try to avoid a defeat 
that will condemn them to a 
first series defeat by England 
in a decade.

“We need to improve 10 to 15 
per cent and deal with pressure 
situations a little better but we 

shouldn’t be mentally down,” 
he said, with Pakistan denied 
the usual vocal support they 
enjoy in England after Covid-
19 turned this campaign into a 
behind closed doors series.

Pakistan captain azhar ali, 
criticised for his tactics during 
Buttler and Woakes’ decisive 
stand, has made just one fifty 
in 10 innings since becoming 
skipper in November.

But he denied captaincy 
was affecting his batting.

ali said: “When I bat, I’m 
not thinking about the cap-
taincy, whether or not I’m out 

of form … and when I’m cap-
tain, I don’t think about my 
batting at all.”

should Pakistan have con-
cerns about the fitness of 
their pace trio of Moham-
mad abbas, shaheen afridi 
and Naseem shah, they could 
bring in another quick such 
as sohail Khan.

Pakistan played two leg-
spinners at Old trafford, with 
shadab Khan backing up Yasir 
shah, but they could now de-
ploy a fourth seamer if they 
feel the ageas Bowl pitch won’t 
take as much turn. AFP

FOuR months behind sched-
ule because of the coronavirus 
pandemic, the Champions 
League has reached the quar-
ter-final stage with Paris saint-
germain (Psg) taking on out-
siders atalanta in Lisbon on 
Wednesday in the first game of 
the ‘Final Eight’.

a straight knockout fi-
nal tournament held in one 
place, akin to a World Cup 
or European Championship, 
was the only solution avail-
able to uefa in order to com-
plete its most lucrative club 
competition, suspended for 
five months from March until 
last weekend.

two-legged quarter-finals 
and semi-finals have been 
done away with, and all eight 
teams have come to Lisbon, 
where they are following strict 
health guidelines including 
regular testing. No spectators 
are allowed inside stadiums.

Psg will therefore meet 
atalanta at an empty Esta-
dio da Luz on Wednesday at 
1900 gMt, with the winners 
advancing to a semi-final 
against either atletico Madrid 
or RB Leipzig, who play on 
thursday.

the other quarter-finals are 
Barcelona against Bayern Mu-
nich – the only clubs still in 
the competition to have won 
it before – and Manchester 
City against Lyon.

the final will be on august 
23, and uefa can only hope 

there is no widespread out-
break of Covid-19 among 
any of the teams which could 
threaten the tournament.

European football’s govern-
ing body has said that as long 
as a team has 13 healthy play-
ers including a goalkeeper, 
matches must go ahead, oth-
erwise teams risk forfeiting 
matches.

there was a scare at the 

weekend when it was revealed 
two atletico players had tested 
positive, but their squad has 
travelled to Portugal and their 
game is set to go ahead.

Before that match, Psg will 
look to reach the semi-finals 
for the first time since the 
Qatari takeover almost a de-
cade ago and they were given 
a boost on the eve of their 
match against atalanta as 

Kylian Mbappe was declared 
fit enough to play a part by 
coach thomas tuchel.

tuchel said: “If he trains 
well on tuesday evening and 
nothing extraordinary hap-
pens, he will be in the team 
on Wednesday.”

Mbappe was left in a race 
against time to be fit for the 
start of the ‘Final Eight’ after 
suffering a sprained ankle in 

Psg’s French Cup final win 
over saint-Etienne on July 24.

‘Extra motivation’
Opponents atalanta – with 

an annual wage bill for their 
entire squad believed to be 
equivalent to Neymar’s salary 
for the year at Psg – are in the 
Champions League for the 
first time.

the Italians are fresh from 

finishing third in serie a and 
are spurred on by the terrible 
suffering of their home city 
of Bergamo at the peak of the 
pandemic earlier this year.

atalanta coach gian Piero 
gasperini on tuesday said: 
“there is extra motivation for 
us after what has happened. 
We have to represent our city 
in the best possible way and 
give the people something to 
smile about.”

the final of this season’s 
Champions League was ini-
tially due to be played in Is-
tanbul in late May before it 
was postponed and this new 
format introduced.

usually such an event would 
see a huge influx of foreign fans 
but the atmosphere in Lisbon 
this time is rather different, 
even if some supporters have 
travelled and one study has 
estimated 16,000 will come in 
total over the next 10 days.

“the atmosphere is bizarre. 
the city seems empty and the 
bars close early,” one atalanta 
fan, who plans to watch the 
match in a bar, told aFP.

Restrictions remain in place 
in and around Lisbon in an 
attempt to stop a resurgence 
of the virus.

those include limiting 
gatherings to no more than 10 
people and banning alcohol 
consumption in public, while 
shops and cafes must close 
at 8:00pm, the time matches 
will kick off. AFP

The absence of Ben Stokes has created a big selection headache for England as they go into Thursday’s second Test at Southampton. AFP

The Champions League has reached the quarter-final stage with Paris Saint-Germain (pictured) taking on outsiders Atalanta in Lisbon. AFP



N
BA champion Jere-
my Lin demanded 
better protection 
in the Chinese 

Basketball Association after 
he needed hospital treat-
ment and temporarily lost his 
hearing following the Beijing 
Ducks’ semi-final defeat. 

The 31-year-old com-
plained of an array of injury 
problems after the Guang-
dong Southern Tigers edged 
the Ducks 88-85 for a hard-
fought 2-1 series win, ending 
Lin’s first season in China.

Lin, who last year became 
the first Asian-American to 
win the NBA championship 
with the Toronto Raptors, was 
left bent double on court af-

ter his buzzer-beater missed, 
and appeared emotional fol-
lowing the defeat.

He told his seven million 
followers on China’s Twitter-
like Weibo that “I didn’t sleep 
all night” following Saturday’s 
agonising loss.

“Frankly speaking, such a 
defeat is heart-breaking, it re-
ally hurts,” said Lin, a guard 
whose 2012 heroics for the 
New York Knicks sparked a 
frenzy dubbed “Linsanity”. 

Speaking on Chinese state 
television on Monday, Lin said 
he had problems with his an-
kles, knees, neck and ears, and 
would need a second trip to 
the hospital for his hearing. 

“My condition isn’t very 

good because, as we all know, 
the competition is fierce for 
both teams,” he said. 

“We basically play the game 
and hit people at the same time.

“I can understand if you hit 
and hurt your opponent by mis-
take, but (it is unacceptable) if 
you do it on purpose or the ref-
eree doesn’t protect the players. 

“We want to be safe on the 
court, that’s all I can say. I’ll 
leave the rest for you guys to 
discuss.” 

Beijing’s stand-in coach Xie 
Libin conceded that age and 
injury were taking their toll 
on his star man, who bagged 
a team-high 25 points when 
they tied the series 1-1. 

Lin, who signed for Beijing 

last year as an unrestricted free 
agent, is among the most fouled 
players in the CBA in recent sea-
sons, according league statistics 
cited by Chinese media. 

“He went down so many 
times in each game,” Xie told 
the state-run Beijing Youth 
Daily. “But you must appreciate 
that he is in his 30s and played 
in the NBA for many years. 

“He has injuries, his nose, eyes 
and even his ears -- he couldn’t 
hear anything after the game.” 

Guangdong will face Liaon-
ing Flying Leopards when the 
finals series starts on Tuesday. 

The CBA returned to action 
on June 20 after a five-month 
stoppage because of the coro-
navirus pandemic. afp

US college sport’s elite Big Ten 
Conference on Tuesday voted 
to postpone all sport until 2021 
because of coronavirus fears, 
a key decision expected to be 
followed by other colleges.

In a statement, Big Ten Com-
missioner Kevin Warren said the 
decision – which means aban-
doning the conference’s hugely 
lucrative and popular autumn 
gridiron season – was taken with 
the safety of athletes in mind.

“The mental and physical 
health and welfare of our stu-
dent-athletes has been at the 
center of every decision we 
have made regarding the abil-
ity to proceed forward,” War-
ren said in a statement. 

“As time progressed and 
after hours of discussion with 
our Big Ten Task Force for 
Emerging Infectious Diseases 
and the Big Ten Sports Medi-
cine Committee, it became 
abundantly clear that there 
was too much uncertainty 
regarding potential medical 
risks to allow our student-ath-
letes to compete this fall.”

Warren added colleges hoped 
sport could return next year.

“It doesn’t mean that we’re 
giving up forever,” he said.

The Big Ten is the oldest top 
tier collegiate conference in 
the US. Its 14 members include 
several powerhouses in the 
world of US college American 
football.

The Big Ten conference’s 
decision could prompt the 
four other major college sport 
conferences – the ACC, Big 12, 
Pac-12 and SEC – to abandon 
their autumn seasons. ESPN 
reported Tuesday that the Pac-
12 had voted to scrap the 
autumn schedule.

As well as gridiron, the Big 

Ten decision means sports 
such as cross-country, field 
hockey, soccer and volleyball 
will also be shelved.

Political football
The prospect of the coronavi-

rus prompting the college gridi-
ron season to be wiped out in its 
entirety has become a political 

football in the US.
The college gridiron season 

is one of the pillar’s of the US 
sporting landscape, with 
games regularly taking place 
before packed large-capacity 
stadiums and enjoying a 
national profile on a par with 
professional US sports.

On Tuesday, President Donald 
Trump told Fox Sports Radio it 
would be a “tragic mistake” if 
colleges voted to halt gridiron.

“These football players are 
very young, strong people, and 
physically, I mean they’re phys-
ically in extraordinary shape,” 
Trump said in the interview. 

“So they’re not going to have 
a problem, you’re not going to 
see people, you know, could 
there be? Could it happen? But 
I doubt it.

“So I think football is making 
a tragic mistake.”

Prominent college football stars 
had also urged authorities to 
press ahead with the season, in a 
co-ordinated series of announce-
ments on social media.

Enduring concerns about the 

long-term impact of contracting 
Covid-19, irrespective of age and 
overall health, weighed heavily 
on the Big Ten decision.

At least 800 college football 
players have tested positive for 
Covid-19, according to a tally 
posted by Sports Illustrated.

US media reports said 
administrators had been par-
ticularly concerned by evi-
dence that a rare heart condi-
t i o n ,  m yo c a rd i t i s  o r 
inflammation of the heart 
muscle, had been found in 
several college athletes.

“There have been some con-
cerns raised for that very rea-
son: Do you not have uneasi-
ness about having athletes 
participating knowing that you 
don’t know what that longer-
range outlook is? The answer is 
of course, yes,” John MacK-
night, the head primary care 
team physician at the Univer-
sity of Virginia, told ESPN.

“We don’t have enough 
information to say this is the 
likelihood that this will or will 
not happen.” afp
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JAPANESE swimming star 
Rikako Ikee has registered 
for a competition in Tokyo 
this month, her first since her 
shock diagnosis with leukae-
mia last year, local media re-
ported on Tuesday.

The 20-year-old was a strong 
favourite for 100-metre but-
terfly gold at her home Olym-
pic Games before revealing 
last year that she had been di-
agnosed with leukaemia. 

She was discharged from 
hospital in December after 
being hospitalised for about 
10 months and resumed 
training in March.

Public broadcaster NHK and 
Kyodo News said on Tuesday 
that Ikee has registered for a 50-
metre freestyle race organised 
by the Tokyo Swimming Asso-
ciation on August 29. 

A spokesman for the asso-
ciation declined to comment, 
saying only that registration 
for the event was still open.

Ikee has documented her 
fight against the disease on-
line, thanking her legions of 

fans for their support.
“It was a long and hard 

time,” she said last year in a 
handwritten message posted 
on her Twitter account.

Ikee was also considered a 
contender for the Tokyo 2020 
200m freestyle, but her di-
agnosis forced her to switch 
her focus to competing in the 
2024 Olympics.

She has not said if she plans 
to rethink and compete in To-
kyo next year, following the 
postponement of the Games 
because of the coronavirus.

She served as the key figure at 
a subdued year-to-go ceremony 
for the postponed Games last 
month, urging disheartened 
athletes not to lose faith.

“Think of the coming year 
not simply as a one-year 
postponement, but a plus-
one,” she said.

“To overcome adversity, 
what we need is hope, a flame 
of hope of glowing in the dis-
tance allows us to keep trying, 
to keep moving forward, no 
matter how hard it is.” afp

Japan swim queen 
Ikee returns to racing

Bruised Lin wants protection
Banged up NBA champion Jeremy Lin is demanding more safety from the Chinese Basketball Association after suffering a series of injuries. afp

Japanese swimming star Rikako Ikee has registered for a competition 
this month, her first since her leukaemia diagnosis last year. afp

Michigan’s football stadium will sit empty this year after the US college Big Ten called off sports in 2020. afp

US Big Ten conference says no to sport before 2021 
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