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T
HE number of loan 
restructuring applica-
tions has seen a steep 
drop over the last three 

months in an encouraging sign of 
Covid-19’s loosening grip on the 
Kingdom, the Cambodia Microfi-
nance Association (CMA) said.

The National Bank of Cambo-
dia (NBC) late in March issued a 
directive to all banks and finan-
cial institutions – including mi-
crofinance institutions (MFIs) 
– to restructure credit for loans 
in four priority sectors.

The move was a bid to main-
tain financial stability, support 
economic activity and ease the 
burden of debtors facing declin-
ing revenues during Covid-19.

The four priority sectors cit-
ed by the NBC were garments, 
construction, logistics and 
transport (with emphasis on 
taxi and tuk-tuk drivers).

Between March 1 and August 
9, 266,818 clients affected by 
Covid-19 had applied for credit 
restructuring from MFIs, CMA 
head of communications Kaing 
Tongngy said. Of the number, 
250,905 or 90 per cent were ap-
proved for $1.23 billion.

But he noted that the number 
of applications steadily declined 
to a weekly average of 20,000 in 
April-May and 10,000 in May-
June. Tongngy predicted a fur-
ther contraction to 2,000-3,000 

by the end of this week.
“We can conclude that the 

impact of Covid-19 has signifi-
cantly ebbed, and some cus-
tomers have even asked to pay 
principal and interest as they 
had done in the past,” he said.

Vithey Microfinance Plc CEO 
Bun Mony told The Post on 
Thursday that his MFI has also 
seen a downtick in the number 
of loan restructuring applica-
tions in recent months.

Since last month, he said, his 
institution had disbursed an 
average of between $100,000 
and $150,000 per month, hav-
ing been unable to do so just 
months before at the apex of 
the Covid-19 crisis.

“We now have a lot of new 
customers coming in and bor-
rowing money from our insti-
tution to expand operations 
and start new businesses, so 
we can disburse capital steadi-
ly from now on,” Tongngy said.

The PAR30+ ratio of the mi-
crofinance sector increased 
from one to two per cent dur-
ing Covid-19, which he said 
was not at alarming levels.

By the second quarter of 
2020, 2,186,143 clients had 
outstanding loans from MFIs, 
leasing companies and rural 
credit operators to the tune of 
$7.262 billion, while a total of 
2,870,223 depositors had de-
posited $3.618 billion, accord-
ing to data from the CMA.

Refinancing 
applications 
drop sharply

Beirut historic buildings ‘risk collapse’

Khorn Savi

THE Ministry of Health on 
Thursday reported four new 
imported cases of Covid-19.

Three of the four are Cambo-
dian military trainees returning 
from Russia. They landed in 
Cambodia on July 19, via Malay-
sia. They were travelling with 140 
other passengers, 98 of whom 
are fellow military trainees.

The fourth is a resident of 
Tbong Khmum province’s Kroch 
Chhmar district who returned 
from Indonesia with 58 other 
passengers on July 23.

The three trainees were 
confirmed positive after a 
sixth test on Wednesday, 
while the man from Indonesia 
was confirmed positive after 
a fifth test the same day.

Ministry spokesperson Or 

Vandine said the four were not 
allowed to leave the quarantine 
centre even when their 14-day 
isolation period was over and 
after a third negative test.

She explained that passengers 
from abroad are subject to an 
additional 14-day quarantine if 
any of them tested positive after 
13 days of the first isolation.

On Monday, a member of the 
Cambodian UN peacekeeping 

mission in Mali also tested 
positive after her fifth test.

She was among a total of 80 
peacekeepers who returned 
from Mali through Malaysia 
on July 10, with nine testing 
positive.

She and the other 71 peace-
keeping soldiers who initially 
tested negative were allowed 
to leave a quarantine centre 
at the army base in Kampong 

Speu province after a third 
test on July 30. They were then 
allowed to self-isolate at their 
respective hometowns.

The woman self-quaran-
tined at her home in Sithbo 
commune, in Kandal prov-
ince’s Takhmao town.

She and the other 71 have 
since been quarantined again 
at Hun Sen Borey 100 Khnong 
High School in Phnom Penh.

Cambodia has recorded a 
total of 272 Covid-19 cases as 
of Thursday. Of the number, 
223 people have been dis-
charged from hospitals.

The Ministry of Health’s 
Communicable Disease Con-
trol section reported that 
since Cambodia detected the 
first case in January, 75,976 
people had been tested for the 
novel coronavirus. 

Four new imported Covid cases confirmed

UNESCO, the UN’s cultural 
agency, vowed on Thursday 
to lead efforts to protect vul-
nerable heritage in Lebanon 
after last week’s gigantic Bei-
rut port blast, warning that 
60 historic buildings were at 
risk of collapse.

The effects of the blast were 
felt all over the Lebanese 
capital but some of the worst 
damage was in the Gem-
mayzeh and Mar-Mikhael 
neighbourhoods a short dis-
tance from the port. Both are 
home to a large concentra-
tion of historic buildings.

“The international commu-
nity has sent a strong signal of 

support to Lebanon following 
this tragedy,” said Ernesto 
Ottone, UNESCO assistant 
director-general for Culture.

“UNESCO is committed to 
leading the response in the field 
of culture, which must form a 
key part of wider reconstruc-
tion and recovery efforts.”

Sarkis Khoury, head of 
antiquities at the Lebanese 
ministry of culture, reported 
at an online meeting this week 
to coordinate the response 
that at least 8,000 buildings 
were affected, said the Paris-
based organisation.

“Among them are some 640 
historic buildings, approxi-

mately 60 of which are at risk 
of collapse,” UNESCO said in 
a statement.

“He [Khoury] also spoke of 
the impact of the explosion on 
major museums, such as the 
National Museum of Beirut, 
the Sursock Museum and the 
Archaeological Museum of the 
American University of Beirut, 
as well as cultural spaces, gal-
leries and religious sites.”

Even before the explosion, 
there had been growing con-
cern in Lebanon about the 
condition of heritage in Bei-
rut due to rampant construc-
tion and a lack of preserva-
tion for historic buildings in 

the densely-packed city.
UNESCO said Khoury 

“stressed the need for urgent 
structural consolidation and 
waterproofing interventions to 
prevent further damage from 
approaching autumn rains”.

The explosion on August 4, 
which left 171 people dead, has 
been blamed on a vast stock of 
ammonium nitrate left in a 
warehouse at the port for years 
despite repeated warnings.

Lebanon’s government 
under Prime Minister Hassan 
Diab resigned this week fol-
lowing days of demonstra-
tions demanding accounta-
bility for the disaster. aFP

Freeze!
phnom penh Military police arrest 29 chinese nationals on kidnapping charges. the suspects are said to have abducted 
three other chinese nationals from a hotel in Daun penh district’s chaktomuk commune. GRK STORY > 2



Construction halted after crane collapse kills five
Voun Dara

CONSTRUCTION has been 
halted at a Poipet building 
project after a crane collapsed 
on a house on Wednesday killing 
five women and injuring four.

The women were sitting in 
a house near the construc-
tion site when the crane fell 
on them at around 3pm in 
Phsar Kandal commune.

The 20-year-old crane 
operator, Puth Livin, was 
taken in for questioning, said 
Poipet town acting governor 
Keo Dara Raksmey. 

“We are building a case to 
send to the court. The four vic-
tims who sustained injuries are 

still hospitalised at Poipet Refer-
ral Hospital. Two of them sus-
tained minor injuries while the 
other two are in serious condi-
tion,” Raksmey said.

The company in charge of 
building “The Park City” gave 
$300 on Wednesday to each 
of the families of the victims 
who died.

Banteay Meanchey provin-
cial governor Um Reatrey 
gave each family one million 
riel ($250) while the Banteay 
Meanchey provincial prose-
cutor, together with the 
Banteay Meanchey deputy 
police chief, gave each family 
200,000 riel ($50).

The company will also pay 

$500 each to the two seriously 
injured women and $300 each 
to the women who sustained 
minor injuries, he said. 

“We suspended construction 
while we investigate the inci-
dent. The Banteay Meanchey 
provincial prosecutor is leading 
the probe,” Raksmey said.

Banteay Meanchey provin-
cial police chief Ath Khem 
said on Thursday that the 
injured women will recover. 
“We are finding a solution for 
this case. We want a good 
result for the victims,” he 
said.

Building and Wood Workers 
Trade Union Federation of 
Cambodia president Sok Kin 

said he is also investigating 
the case. He said the authori-
ties should punish the owner 
of the company and not blame 
the workers.

“According to the law, the 
accident is the responsibility 
of the company even if it was 
caused by the staff. According 
to the law, it is the company 
that is careless,” he said.

Banteay Meanchey Adhoc 
provincial coordinator Sum 
Chankea said he wants the 
authorities to act responsibly 
and quickly with this case 
and not let it drag on. 

“The court has not detained 
or punished anyone yet,” he 
said.

 Mom Kunthear

CAMBODIAN youth are being encour-
aged to eat more nutritious food to build 
healthy bodies.

That was the message from the Cambo-
dian Agricultural and Rural Development 
Council chairman Yim Chhayly at the 
Youth Nutrition Champion Forum on 
Thursday.

He said adults make up nearly 25 per 
cent of the population but have little 
understanding of nutritious foods, which 
is impacting young people. A quarter of 
teenagers are getting thinner and also half 
of the teenagers had gone pale, he said.

Chhayly said weight gain, obesity and 
non-communicable diseases have also 
been detected among teenagers and 
women of child-bearing age.

“We need to provide education cam-
paigns to promote nutritious foods for 
our young and child-bearing women. 
They have to understand how to take 
care of their children.

“It takes time for the bodies of teenagers 
to grow and develop. They can face risks. 
The problem is that a lack of nutrition 
affects their health, mental development 
and productivity,” Chhayly said. 

UN representative for Cambodia 

Nutrition Iean Rusell said at the forum 
that youth participation is the focal 
point of the UN agency to spur develop-
ment in Cambodia.

“If we don’t give children and young people 
the proper nutrition to achieve their full 
potential, then the entire progress of develop-
ment will suffer,” he said.

Youth Nutrition Champion leader Chhun 
Bormey said young people are gaining an 

understanding of the benefits of nutrition 
and have changed their daily diets. 

“Sixty-five per cent of Cambodia’s popu-
lation is under the age of 30. They are the 
core and have the potential to develop the 
country in the present and the future.

“Youth have been participating actively 
and vividly in all activities and at all levels 
in the framework of society, culture, the 
economy and politics,” Bormey said.
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Police arrest 
29 Chinese for 
PP kidnapping
Long Kimmarita

P
HNOM Penh Military 
Police arrested 29 
Chinese nationals on 
kidnapping charges 

on Wednesday.
The suspects are said to 

have abducted three other 
Chinese nationals from a ho-
tel in Chaktomuk commune, 
Daun Penh district.

The operation took place 
on Wednesday and was led 
by two deputy commanders – 
Brigadier general Pu Davy and 
Brigadier general Phan Dara-
vuth – said the National Mili-
tary Police Facebook page.

The Daun Penh district 
gendarmerie also cooperated 
in the arrests.

“We detained 29 Chinese 
nationals, including three 
women, and freed three vic-
tims,” the Facebook post said. 

National Military Police 

spokesman Eng Hy told The 
Post on Thursday the suspects 
are being questioned.

“The suspects are being 
questioned by Military Po-
lice, but the investigation is 
being led by the prosecutor,” 
he said. 

Affiliated Network for So-
cial Accountability (Ansa) 
executive director San Chey 
said there are a lot of cases 
like this in Cambodia. He 
said it shows the weakness of 
Cambodian authorities in let-
ting these people continue to 
commit offences.

“Authorities in Cambodia 
seem to be carelessly letting 
Chinese people live here. This 
kidnapping happened because 
there is no management.

“We also doubt they will 
be punished. They commit 
the offences in Cambodia, 
but they are sent to China for 
punishment,” he said.

The Youth Nutrition Champion Forum encouraged youth to eat more nutritious food. HONG MENEA

A crane collapsed on a house killing five women and injuring four in Poipet 
town, Banteay Meanchey province. FACEBOOK

Forum advises youth to eat nutritious diet

Double whammy
Street vendors at Otres beach in Preah Sihanouk province’s Stung Hav district have been hit with Covid-19 and an unrelenting rainy season, 
robbing them of much-needed sales. YOUSOS APDOULRASHIM



Police chief 
punished for 
harassment

Minister of Interior Sar 
Kheng suspended 
Kampong Thom 

police chief Ouk Kosal on 
Thursday following allega-
tions of sexual harassment 
by four women officers.

They had accused Kosal of 
an ongoing campaign of abuse 
and harassment since 2018.

Sar Kheng assigned deputy 
police chief Ith Kimsrun to be 
acting police chief in charge of 
heading the provincial depart-
ment until further notice.

Kosal is required to appear 
at the staff department during 
working hours. Im Sokoeurn, 
the deputy police chief in charge 
of human resources was trans-
ferred to the staff department

A joint task force from the 
ministry and the National 
Police will investigate the 
allegations of misconduct 
against Kosal.

Soeung Sen Karona, a 
spokesman for local rights 
group Adhoc, said on Thurs-
day the decision to suspend 
the chief was the right one if 
wrongdoing had occurred. 

“It is good for subordinate 
officials to have confidence in 
the leadership. I consider this 
to be good as they seek justice 
for the victims of the alleged 
harassment,” he said.

He said if Kosal is found 
guilty of committing wrongdo-
ing, he should be prosecuted 
according to the Criminal Code 
of Cambodia. MoM Kunthear

National
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students in limbo as Japan bars entry
Khat Leakhena

t
HE Japanese em-
bassy in Cambodia 
has confirmed that 
Cambodians will be 

denied entry to Japan be-
cause direct flights from the 
Kingdom to that country have 
been suspended.

the question of returning to 
Japan arose as some 55 Cam-
bodian students are currently 
stranded in the Kingdom and 
unable to return there to con-
tinue their studies, according to 
Cambodia students association 
in Japan president Men Vuthy.

“Of the 55 students, about 10 
are here for home visits and re-
search purposes while the oth-
ers are supposed to leave for 
Japan on scholarships but are 
unable to get there,” he said.

Japanese embassy spokes-
man and counsellor suzuki 
Hironori told The Post the 
only choice Cambodians have 
to travel there is to transit in 
south Korea whose infectious 
disease risk has been set at 
Level 3. Hence, all travellers to 
Japan via south Korea will be 
denied entry.

He also said Japan will allow 
Cambodians to return once 
direct flights resume, but only 
if they hold valid re-entry 
permits and left that country 
before april 2 – the date when 
the infectious disease risk of 
travel information for Cam-
bodia was changed from Lev-
el 1 to Level 2 in light of the 
increasing Covid-19 cases.

“the Kingdom of Cambodia 
is not designated as a country 
subject to denial of permission 
to enter Japan. Cambodians 
who hold the status of work-
ers (such as technical trainees, 
specified skilled workers) or 
students, holding valid re-
entry permits and left Japan 
before april 2 will be permit-
ted to re-enter from Cambo-
dia by direct flight to Japan,” 
Hironori said. 

On July 22, Japan’s Kyodo 
News agency (KNa) reported 
Prime Minister shinzo abe 
as saying that Japan will par-
tially lift the entry restriction 
imposed on some 129 coun-
tries to prevent the spread of 
Covid-19 in its territories.

But he said it will start dis-
cussing the resumption of 
flights with 12 asian coun-

tries first – China, south Ko-
rea, taiwan, Brunei, Cambo-
dia, Hong Kong, Laos, Macau, 
Malaysia, Mongolia, Myan-
mar, and singapore. 

this means some 200,000 
foreign nationals, including 
students and business workers 
who are stranded abroad will be 
allowed to re-enter Japan if they 
hold valid travel and employ-
ment documents, KNa said.

abe’s announcement 
brought hope to stranded 
Cambodian students, one of 
whom is Keam Konglephy 
who was pursuing his Master’s 
in Public Policy at the univer-
sity of tokyo.

Kongleaphy told The Post 
he is worried about keeping 
up with on his room rental 
payments in Japan when his 
scholarship from the asian De-

velopment Bank–Japan schol-
arship Programme (aDB–JsP) 
ends in august. 

“I cannot return to Japan be-
cause of Covid-19. all my be-
longings are stored in my rent-
ed room and I don’t have the 
money to pay for the rent which 
is more than $500 a month.

“When I contacted the em-
bassy to clarify if it will provide 
me with a confirmation letter 
allowing me to return to Japan 
if I had a health certificate stat-
ing that I am Covid-19-free, the 
officials there said I can only 
return by direct flight and not 
through south Korea,” he said.

Kongleaphy, who has a 
Japanese residence card valid 
until November, said since 
there is no direct flight to Ja-
pan at the moment, he is at a 
loss as to what to do.

When attempting to sub-
stantiate the progress of dis-
cussions on the resumption of 
direct flight to Japan, Ministry 
of Foreign affairs and Inter-
national Cooperation spokes-
man Kuy Kuong did not re-
spond by press time.

state secretariat of Civil avi-
ation (ssCa) spokesman sin 
Chansereyvutha told The Post 
that direct flights between 
Cambodia and Japan has 
been postponed until the end 
of september, but passengers 
can travel via transit flight if 
they wished. 

He said there are between 
seven and 10 indirect flights 
daily between Cambodia and 
Japan and vice versa. 

Chansereyvutha said passen-
gers can transit through south 
Korea, taiwan, or China via ei-
ther guangzhou or shanghai. 

In late June, the Cambo-
dian and Japanese Chambers 
of Commerce proposed to 
request all Nippon airways 
(aNa) to resume direct flights 
to Cambodia ahead of its 
scheduled september return.

at the time, Cambodia 
Chamber of Commerce vice-
president Lim Heng said: “We 
will send a joint request that 
aNa resume direct flights to 
Cambodia as soon as possible 
because the delay has ham-
pered the return of Japanese 
investors to the Kingdom.

“the resumption of direct 
flights will benefit Cambodia-
Japan tourism, culture, and 
business sectors.”

Some 55 students are now stranded in the Kingdom and unable to return to Japan. hun Manet via facebooK



I  extend my warmest greet-
ings to all Indians and friends 
of India on the occasion of 
the 74th Independence day 

of India. 
Saturday is the anniversary of 

India’s Independence, a time to 
take stock, of our achievements 
– which are not few and should 
be celebrated – and also of the 
challenges as we work with our 
global friends towards a better 
future for all.

the world is going through 
unforeseen and unprecedented 
challenges that have negatively 
impacted lives and livelihoods and 
can only be surmounted by good-
will and strong partnerships.

the India-Cambodia friend-
ship is historic and time-tested. 
the relationship between the two 
countries spans many sectors and 
straddles our common culture, 
heritage and religion. 

India and Cambodia have tradi-
tionally partnered in music, dance, 
architecture, philosophy, linguistics 
and religion, as well as trade and 
economics. 

In modern times, the engage-
ment has diversified into many 
other areas such as humanitar-
ian relief, social and economic 
development, capacity building, 
training, commerce and invest-
ment, assistance in developmental 
projects, science and technology, 
defense capabilities and adding 
to each others’ voice for common 
good in international forums.

though this year started with 
the new challenge of the Covid-19 

pandemic, our bilateral coop-
eration has not diminished. Of 
course, there were some hiccups 
in March and April when many of 
our planned and scheduled pro-
grammes had to be postponed. 

However, both India and Cam-
bodia rose to the new challenges 
and found ways of cooperating in 
this new reality.

On June 10, Mr narendra Modi, 
the Honourable Prime Minister of 
India and Samdech Hun Sen, the 
Prime Minister of Cambodia dis-
cussed through telephonic conver-
sation, the coronavirus pandemic 
and means of driving engagement 
under the changed circumstances. 

Both countries have had citizens 
stranded in the others’  territory 
because of travel restrictions im-
posed by countries in the region to 
contain the spread of the virus. 

However, the governments of 
India and Cambodia facilitated 
direct evacuation flights from and 
to Cambodia and India. 

Under the “Vande Bharat Mis-
sion”, India evacuated her citizens 
from Cambodia on two flights, 
one operated by her national car-
rier Air India and the other by a 
private charter. 

Likewise, Cambodia also 
evacuated her citizens from India 
through a charter flight and the 
rest returned to Cambodia on a 
special Air India flight.

these also included some Cam-
bodian nationals evacuated from 
the Maldives on a special Air India 
flight from Male to new delhi. 

I thank the Cambodian govern-

ment for its excellent assistance in 
this evacuation process. 

I also wish to place on record 
my heartfelt appreciation to the 
Ministry of Health for extending 
all possible cooperation in the 
evacuation of a critically ill Indian.

during this year,  despite dif-
ficulties, we witnessed that the 
imports and exports were not 
severely disrupted, and India has 
ensured that the export of all 
essential medicines to Cambodia 
does not get affected.

Bilateral trade between India 
and Cambodia has been consis-
tently increasing over the past few 
years. total trade between the two 
countries in 2017 was $168.02 
million, which grew significantly 
to $250.41 million last year. 

due to decreased demand and 
economic disruption, we presume 
that there will be a decrease in 
trade this year, but we are optimis-
tic that this situation will improve 
in 2021. 

We are pleased that the Cam-
bodian Ministry of Commerce has 
agreed to the terms of Reference 
for the Joint Working Group on 
bilateral trade. We have also taken 
cognizance of Cambodia’s desire to 
initiate negotiations regarding FtA 
between India and Cambodia.

despite the ongoing pandemic, 
India did not even temporar-
ily stop the preservation and 
conservation work at the iconic ta 
Prohm temple in the Angkor Wat 
complex. 

We have continued other col-
laborative projects also, such 

as the continuation of the ICCR 
Chair of Buddhism and Philoso-
phy at Preah Sihanouk Raja  
Buddhist University. 

the embassy of India contin-
ues the teaching of yoga as well 
as to encourage Cambodians to 
maintain a healthy and stress-
free lifestyle. the distribution of 
medicines, masks and other health 
materials for the prevention of 
Covid-19 have also been provided 
whenever requested. 

We have continued  our support 
and disbursement of funds for 
various Quick Impact Projects, 
which were launched last year. 

this year, we have been financ-
ing 15 projects that are running 
under various departments and 
ministries of Cambodia.

Under India’s technical and 
economic Cooperation Pro-
gramme, in addition to offering 
training courses to our partners, 
we have specially organized  
customised training courses for 
national election Committee of-
ficials as well as for the officials 
for the Ministry of Justice. 

Our commitment to defense 
cooperation, particularly to demin-
ing and peacekeeping operations, 
is visible from our different 
training and capacity-building 
programmes. the agreement 
signed last Monday to provide a 
$1.5 million grant to enable the 
purchase of demining equipment 
by Cambodia is indicative of that 
commitment.

We had earlier gifted 15 sniffer 
dogs and are actively consider-

ing a request to add to them. As a 
regular goodwill visit, two Indian 
naval Ships – the InS Kiltan and 
InS Sahyadri – made a port call to 
Cambodia in September 2019.

India is also committed to bet-
ter connectivity with the ASeAn 
region. Confederation of Indian In-
dustry organized a virtual Summit, 
“India ASeAn Oceanic Business 
Meet and expo” which brought 
together governments and other 
stakeholders from the region to 
discuss challenges and solutions to 
improve physical, knowledge and 
digital connectivity. 

India has also been virtually 
holding various health and capac-
ity building programmes  with the 
countries of the ASeAn region. 

Cambodia has been participating 
in these forums, and I am confi-
dent that the sharing of experi-
ences on these platforms will help 
each of us  carve out strategies to 
overcome present challenges and 
build a better future for us all.

I am confident that the people 
of India and Cambodia have a 
bright future and the two countries 
have immense potential to come 
together for productive outcomes.

I wish that the friendship be-
tween our two countries may grow 
from strength to strength.

to end, I wish you all to have 
four gems of Buddhist blessings 
– longevity, nobility, health and 
strength.

HE Manika Jain, Ambassador 
of the Republic of India to the 
Kingdom of Cambodia

HE Manika Jain, the Ambassador of the Republic of India to the Kingdom of Cambodia. hean raingsey

Ambassador’s message
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IndIA-CAMBOdIA relations 
can be traced all the way 
back to the beginning of the 
Common era or perhaps even 
before, when Hindu and Bud-
dhist religious and cultural in-
fluences emanated out of India 
to Cambodia and the greater 
Southeast Asia region. 

After the collapse of the 
Khmer Rouge regime, India 
was the first country to recog-
nise the new government and 
reopened its embassy in 1981. 

In the immediate post-
Khmer Rouge phase of  
1979-91, India offered legiti-
macy to the government and 
helped build the capacity of  
its leadership. 

India also responded to 
an appeal by the Cambodian 
government in 1986 to send a 
team of experts from Archaeo-
logical Survey of India to 
help restore the world-famous 
Angkor Wat temple, which 
was built between the 12th 
and 14th centuries. 

there exists abundance of 
goodwill for India in Cambo-

dia, which has been sus-
tained by regular interactions 
between political leaders, the 
exchange of bilateral visits, 
aid and assistance, capacity 
building, cultural exchanges 
and concessional loans for de-
velopmental projects, as well 
as the restoration and conser-
vation of ancient temples in 
the Kingdom. 

In the context of India’s 
“Act east” policy and ASeAn, 
Cambodia is an important 
interlocutor and a good 
partner. Contemporary times 
have witnessed the expansion 
of cooperation in such diverse 
fields as institutional capac-
ity building, human resources 
development and the exten-
sion of financial assistance in 
infrastructure projects, social 
security projects and capacity 
building in defence.

trade and investment fig-
ures have changed positively 
in recent years. 

India exported $178.24 
million worth of goods to 
Cambodia, showing 48.19 per 

cent increase, in 2018, while 
imports valued at $48.45 mil-
lion, increasing by 0.90 per 
cent in the same year. 

total trade reached $226.69 
million in 2018, an increase 
of 34.69 per cent compared 
to 2017.

to promote trade and busi-
ness relations, Indian Minis-
ter of Commerce and Industry 

and Civil Aviation Suresh 
Prabhu visited Cambodia in 
May 2018 to participate in 
the India-CLMV (Cambodia, 
Laos, Myanmar and Vietnam) 
Business Conclave in Phnom 
Penh, and held meetings with 
Prime Minister Hun Sen and 
Minister of Commerce Pan 
Sorasak on trade improve-
ment and connectivity. 

India and Cambodia have 
jointly organised events in 
the Kingdom, such as the 5th 
India-CLMV Business Con-
clave and the Incredible India 
Roadshow in May 2018. 

As well as organising events 
in the Kingdom, a Cambodian 
government and business 
delegation were invited to 
India to participate in the 
Advantage Assam-India’s 
expressway to ASeAn in 
February 2018 and the FICCI 
Higher education Summit, 
Saurastra Vepar Udyog Maha 
Mandi (SVUM) in July 2018, 
as well as other mega events 
and expos. 

Moreover, Sorasak led a 
Cambodian delegation to 
the 4th India-ASeAn expo 
and Summit in new delhi in 
March last year.

Indian companies investing 
across multiple sectors in the 
Kingdom include Mesco Gold, 
Bajaj Cambodia and Sram 
Mram Ltd. 

the Indian government has 
planned to increase Indian 

economic presence in Cam-
bodia, Laos, Myanmar and 
Vietnam. India’s trade with the 
four nations has experienced 
significant growth over the 
years, from $460 million in 
2000 to $4.97 billion in 2004 
and $14.5 billion in 2017. 

Currently South Asia’s 
largest trading partner with 
Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar and 
Vietnam, India is negotiating 
the India-Cambodia Bilateral 
Investment treaty. 

Cambodia and India have 
signed agreements on co-
operation in the areas such 
as agriculture, scientific and 
technological cooperation, 
entrepreneurship development 
and tourism. the economic 
relations between the coun-
tries are also facilitated by the 
Mekong-Ganga Cooperation 
and the ASeAn-India Free 
trade Agreement.

With Cambodia and India 
moving into the future togeth-
er, they enjoy thousands of 
years of close history stretch-
ing behind them. 

IndIA is undertaking a series 
of important reforms called 
“Atmanirbhar Bharat” – Self-
Reliant India – to tackle the 

challenges of Covid-19 with a $200 
billion package. 

Prime Minister narendra Modi 
reiterated the pledge of working 
towards building a self-reliant India, 
with Atmanirbhar Bharat aiming to 
boost economic activities – with all 
due precautions put in place – and 
numerous sectors including agricul-
ture, SMes and It set to benefit. 

With Prime Minister Modi also 
calling on Indian citizens to show 
their support for home-grown 
products, the success of Atmanirbhar 
Bharat can be seen in India’s remark-
able increase in the manufacture of 
personal protective equipment (PPe) 
in the fight against Covid-19.

From not manufacturing even a 
single PPe kit before the outbreak, 
India was producing more than 
200,000,  the Times of India reported.

A PPe kit – which doctors and 
healthcare workers wear during the 
treatment of Covid-19 patients – 
consists of mask, eye shield, shoe 
coverings, gown and gloves.

With Atmanirbhar Bharat, India, 
the most populous democracy in the 
world, is not turning inward but is 
instead looking to avail of opportu-
nities in such challenges times.

“When we talk about self-reliance, 
we do not mean isolating away from 
the world. Foreign direct investment 
is welcome, technology is welcome. 
A self-reliant India . . . translates into 
being a bigger and more important 
part of the global economy,” India’s 
law and It minister Ravi Shankar 
Prasad said.

Financial inclusion
India famously broke records with 

the JAM Yojana financial inclusion 
scheme, which was aimed at ensuring 
affordable access to financial ser-
vices, namely banking savings and 
deposit accounts, remittance, credit, 
insurance and pensions.

Prime Minister Modi announced 

the scheme on his first Independence 
day speech on August 15, 2014, and 
by June 1, 2016, more than 220 mil-
lion Jan dhan bank accounts were 
opened, with more than $7 million 
deposited.

“Most bank accounts opened in 
one week as part of the Financial 
Inclusion Campaign is 18,096,130 
and was achieved by the department 
of Financial Services, Government 
of India from August 23-29, 2014,” 
Guinness World Records states.

As India tackled the Covid-19 out-
break, the government reinforced the 
Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Yojana 
over April, May and June, with $4.2 

billion transferred to the Jan dhan 
accounts of some 200 million poor 
families. 

the “Pradhan Mantri Garib  
Kalyan Yojana” scheme aims to  
help the needy fight the economic 
impact of the pandemic, with  
30 million hard-up senior citizens, 
widows and the specially abled in 
particular benefiting.

the $24.1 billion package for  
the poor also saw $2.4 billion  
transferred into the bank accounts  
of more than 90 million farmers, 
while $6.7 billion was spent on  
creating job opportunities.

Prime Minister Modi on June 30 

said the Indian government will 
continue to take further steps to 
empower the poor and needy, with 
people and industries across the 
board benefiting. 

PM CARES Fund

Keeping in mind the need for hav-
ing a dedicated national fund with 
the primary objective of dealing with 
any kind of emergency or distress 
situation – like the one posed by 
the COVId-19 pandemic – and to 
provide relief to the affected, a public 
charitable trust under the name of 
“Prime Minister’s Citizen Assistance 
and Relief in emergency Situations 

Fund (PM CAReS Fund)” was set up 
by Prime Minister Modi.

the PM CAReS Fund has allocated 
$409 million towards fighting the 
Covid-19 pandemic. 

the fund will direct $264 million 
towards the procurement of 50,000 
ventilators, manufactured under the 
Made in India programme.

Some $13 million will go towards 
research and development into a 
Covid-19 vaccine, as well as support-
ing the efforts of Indian academia, 
startups and the healthcare industry.

“India is valiantly fighting  
the battle against the coronavirus 
with collective efforts. Looking at  
the world, we realise how big is  
the achievement of Indians,” Prime 
Minister Modi said, adding that the 
fight against Covid-19 “is being 
powered by the innovative spirit of 
our citizens”, the Hindustan Times 
reported.

The World is One Family
While taking care of its billion-

plus population during the pandemic, 
India has not forgotten the needs of 
a large number of other countries. 

Reinforcing India’s firm belief in 
“Vasudaiva Kutumbakam” – the 
World is One Family – India has lent 
a helping hand by providing essential 
drugs, testing kits and other medical 
assistance to more than 120 coun-
tries around the world to help fight 
the coronavirus.

While leading the country in the 
fight against Coronavirus at home, 
Prime Minister Modi has also been 
active in the international arena by 
sending the message that India is a 
reliable global player in addressing 
global threats like the coronavirus 
outbreak. 

Under Prime Minister Modi’s  
leadership, India is playing a  
defining role towards solving  
global issues. 

With the Government of Prime 
Minister Modi showing its commit-
ment to the poor as it vigorously 
fights Covid-19, India is reinforcing 
its position as a global leader. 

‘Self-Reliant India’ reinforcing 
its position as a global leader

Moving forward with millennia of history 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on June 30 said the Indian government will continue to take further steps to empower the poor. supplied

Prime Minister Hun Sen meets Indian counterpart Narendra Modi. supplied
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Soth Koemsoeun

tHREE children and an 
adult were seriously in-
jured on Wednesday when 
a mine they were playing 
with exploded in thma Da 
commune, in Pursat prov-
ince’s Veal Veng district.

District police deputy chief 
of staff soley Mesa told The 
Post on thursday the four, 
aged 10 to 22, were herding 
cattle when the mine explod-
ed and were rushed to the 
provincial referral hospital. 

“One of the children came 
across the mine in a rice field 
and showed it to his peers. 
then they threw it to the 
ground several times for fun 
until it exploded,” he said. 

thma Da commune po-
lice chief Pich sophoan 
said on thursday the vic-
tims sustained injuries all 
over their bodies. 

“their parents are tak-
ing care of them. I asked 
them what type of mine it 
was, but they were unsure. 
the children threw it to the 
ground three to four times 
until it exploded,” he said. 

the three children – soy 
tola, 15; soy Kumpheak, 13; 
and soy sinat, 10 – are sib-
lings. the adult was iden-
tified as Kuoy tangyu, 22. 
all of them are children of 
a soldier at the Cambodian-

thai border checkpoint.
Cambodia Mine action 

Centre (CMaC) director-gen-
eral Heng Ratana declined to 
comment on thursday, say-
ing he was in a meeting.

But in his Facebook post 
on thursday, he expressed 
his condolence to the vic-
tims’ families.

“I regret this incident. 
I urge people not to play 
with unexploded ordnance. 
Only experts can deter-
mine the [uXO] condition. 
People have to report to 
the authorities, especially 
CMaC, when coming across 
wartime unexploded ord-
nance,” he said.

In a separate case, two 
men died instantly when a 
mine exploded in the same 
district. 

“there are a lot of mines 
in our region as it was for-
merly a battlefield. I call on 
Veal Veng district residents 
to be cautious while work-
ing on their farms.

“If they see any unex-
ploded ordnance, they have 
to inform the local authori-
ties. they must not touch, 
burn or play with it. Experts 
will check and destroy it,” 
Mesa said.

Mine explosions kill 
two men, injure four 
in Pursat’s Veal Veng

gov’t cancels Water Festival
Orm Bunthoeurn

t
HE government has 
cancelled the annual 
three-day Phnom Penh 
Water Festival that was 

scheduled to take place from 
October 30 to November 1.

the news came in a letter 
from the Office of the Council 
of Ministers that was sent to 
Kong sam Ol, the chairman 
of the National Committee for 
Organising National and In-
ternational Festivals.

the letter – sighted by The 
Post on thursday – was dated 

august 11 and said the gov-
ernment had decided to halt 
to the water festival this year. 
the letter did not give reasons 
for the suspension.

government spokesman 
Phay siphan said on thursday 
he was unaware of the mat-
ter as he had not yet seen the 
letter. But he said it is likely a 
result of Covid-19.

Covid-19 cases have increased 
dramatically in recent weeks in 
Cambodia as the upcoming 
aug 17-21 holidays approach, 
said the Ministry of Health.

the ministry has expressed 

concern and warned the peo-
ple to remain extremely vigilant 
against the coronavirus due to 
the recent spike in infections.

Ministry spokesperson Or 
Vandine has repeatedly said 
that local transmission re-
mains a real danger.

“We can forget Covid-19, 
but Covid-19 never forgets us. 
Hence, citizens should not be at 
peace with Covid-19,” she said.

the Water Festival is held 
every year along the tonle sap 
River in the autumn and draws 
thousands of revellers and 
spectators to the river bank.

the highlight of the Water 
Festival is the traditional boat 
races held at Chatomuk, the 
area in front of the Royal Pal-
ace where the tonle sap merg-
es with the Mekong.

the rowing regattas, al-
though only re-established 
in 1990 after a 20-year hiatus, 
date back many centuries into 
Khmer antiquity and many are 
uncertain as to their origins.

But it won’t be the first time it 
has been cancelled. the water 
festival was also called off when 
King Father Norodom siha-
nouk passed away in 2012.

The Water Festival in Phnom Penh last year. The festival was scheduled to take place between October 30 and November 1 this year. HONG MENEA

www.phnompenhpost.com
check The POsT WebsiTe 
FOr breakiNg NeWs
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Orm Bunthoeurn

tOuRIst centres such as 
coastal areas, siem Reap, and 
the northeastern provinces 
have prepared Covid-19 pre-
vention measures in anticipa-
tion of the upcoming holidays.

the deputy governor of siem 
Reap province tea seiha said on 
Wednesday that several precau-
tions will be in place based on 
Ministry of Health directives.

“We will put gaps in public 
places and we will clean and 
encourage people to bring 
masks and Krama.

“For restaurants and hotels, 
we will check if each room is 
clean. For restaurants, each ta-
ble must be kept a certain dis-
tance from others. Establish-
ments must cordon off outside 
space for people walking by to 
avoid large gatherings,” seiha 
said, giving examples.

Kampot provincial governor 
Chiao tai said on Wednesday 

that his province has focused 
on main tourist destinations 
and mandated mask, hand 
washing and social distancing.

“Important places like ho-
tels and restaurants must pre-
pare alcohol, masks and other 
prevention materials. there 
are also prevention measures 
at border checkpoints to pre-
vent transmission,” he said.

Koh Kong provincial gover-
nor Mithona Phouthong said 
she advised local authorities to 
be cautious and follow the ad-
vice of the Ministry of Health. 

“We advised owners of ho-
tels and restaurants to en-
hance prevention measures 
and we will employ our forces 
to remind tourists,” she said. 

Mondulkiri provincial ad-
ministration spokesman 
Heak sophan said his prov-
ince has already advised ho-
tel and restaurant owners to 
have thermometers to mea-
sure temperatures.

tourist spots step up 
Covid-19 precautions

Warship found in Mekong
Khouth Sophak Chakrya

t
HE Cambodia Mine 
action Centre (CMaC) 
has found a warship 
buried at the bottom 

of the Mekong River in srei 
santhor district, Kampong 
Cham province. 

the ship is a war remnant 
from the 1970s, said a CMaC 
official.

CMaC director-general 
Heng Ratana told The Post 
that a sand dredging company 

had recently discovered a va-
riety of unexploded ordnance 
at the bottom of the Me-
kong River in the province’s 
Meanchey commune, in srei 
santhor district, and CMaC 
inspected the location.

“Our divers went to the bot-
tom of the river to a depth of 
19m with scientific equip-
ment. they scanned the ap-
pearance of a warship sunk in 
that area,” Ratana said. 

Due to rising water levels in 
the Mekong River, lack of funds 

and technical equipment, 
plans to recover the ship has 
been put on hold, he said.

“We do not know the identity 
of this ship or if it contains un-
exploded ordnances. We have 
evaluated the situation and be-
lieve it was sunk,” he said.

Ratana said CMaC is sourc-
ing more funds and technical 
support from partners to re-
cover the ship next year.

srey santhor district gover-
nor sim Kong told The Post on 
thursday that CMaC divers 

found a warship on Monday 
and suspected it of contain-
ing unexploded munitions.

“the srei santhor district 
administration assigned the 
military police to stay at the 
location and advised the 
owner of the sand dredging 
company to change location,” 
said Kong.

Kampong Cham provincial 
governor un Chanda ordered 
forces to surround the loca-
tion and issue a ban on fish-
ermen entering the area.

A variety of unexploded ordnance at the bottom of the Mekong River in Kampong Cham province. Kampong Cham InfomatIon Department

People sit at the back of a van as they travel home last year. hong menea



Hin Pisei

THE insurance sector in Cam-
bodia earned $133.5 million 
in premiums in the first half 
of this  year, up 12.1 per cent 
compared to the $119.1 million 
in the same time last year, data 
from the Insurance Association 
of Cambodia (IAC) show.

Of that, general insurance 
premiums accounted for 
$57.9 million (up 17.5 per 
cent year-on-year), life insur-
ance premiums $72.8 million 
(up 9.7 per cent) and micro-
insurance premiums $2.8 
million (down 17.7 per cent).

IAC chairman Huy Vatharo 
told The Post on Thursday 
that the sector continued to 
show positive signs in the 
first half, Covid-19-induced 
slowdown in insurance sales 
activity notwithstanding.

He said: “Although the in-
surance market in Cambodia 
is comparatively small, we can 
see a steady growth trend.

“In the past, the insurance 
sector in Cambodia had been 
growing at around 30 per cent 
per year, but now the growth 
will not be as high as before, 

because customer appoint-
ments with agents have seen 
a decline during the period.”

He said the surge in general 
insurance segment revenue 
was buoyed by a 67 per cent 
year-on-year rise in income 
from property insurance – es-
pecially in the marine, aircraft 
and transport sub-segments 
– engineering insurance (up 
27 per cent), health insurance 
(up 20 per cent), fire insurance 
(up 12.2 per cent) and vehicle 
insurance (up 11.2 per cent).

But micro-insurance seg-
ment revenue fell during the 
period, he said, citing a drop 
in people’s incomes, leading 
them to temporarily suspend 
their insurance policies.

The insurance sector paid 
out around $15.4 million in 
claims in the first half of the 
year, he said. General insur-
ance accounted for $11.5 
million, life insurance $3.4 
million and micro-insurance 
$0.5 million.

The sector earned $196.4 
million in premiums in 2018, 
up from $151.6 million in 
2017, the Ministry of Econo-
my and Finance reported.

USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,092 1.3226 6.9412 106.73 4.1915 1.3710 31.03 0.7168 1.1839 1.3087
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Trading informaTion on Cambodia SeCuriTieS exChange

Auction Trading Method (ATM)

no SToCk CloSing PriCe oPening PriCe high low

1 ABC 17,260 17,300 17,300 17,080

2 GTI 3,350 3,350 3,350 3,350

3 PAS 14,800 14,620 14,820 14,600

4 PEPC 3,500 3,690 3,690 3,400

5 PPAP 11,680 11,680 11,680 11,680

6 PPSP 2,300 2,500 2,500 2,250

7 PWSA 5,740 5,840 5,940 5,740

Date: August 13, 2020

VIETNAM’s military-run tel-
ecom giant Viettel has been 
recognised as Asia’s “Most 
Influential Company” at Asia 
Corporate Excellence & sus-
tainability Awards (ACEs), the 
only company in Vietnam to 
receive the award.

ACEs is the award for sustain-
able and pioneering businesses 
in Asia that influence people 
and international relationships. 
Businesses are selected based 
on growth, manpower, creativ-
ity and brand influence in Asia 
and commitment to sustaina-
bility goals.

Viettel has implemented 
many digital transformation 
projects in many countries, 
including five countries in Asia. 
In all these countries, Viettel 
focuses on developing e-gov-
ernment, smart city, digital 
transformation for health, edu-
cation and transportation.

Viettel has brought five Asian 
countries including Vietnam, 
Cambodia, Laos, East Timor 
and Myanmar to the list of 

countries with great progress 
and pioneering in telecommu-
nications and information 
technology in the world.

It operates in Cambodia 
through its subsidiary Viettel 
(Cambodia) Pte Ltd under the 
brand name Metfone.

In the second quarter of this 
year, Viettel’s data revenue in 
overseas markets reached 
$500,000, equivalent to 106.2 
per cent of the plan.

E-wallet revenue reached $6 
million, 127 per cent of the 
plan. The number of e-wallet 
subscribers reached 154 per 
cent of the set target, account-
ing for eight per cent of its total 
subscribers.

In Vietnam, the Viettelpay 
digital payment ecosystem has 
been expanding with 300 part-
ners in 15 service industries.

Average monthly cash flow is 
50 trillion dong ($2.2 billion) 
with 40 million transactions last 
year which is ready for providing 
mobile money service. VIET NAM 

NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Exports to Japan near $800M
Thou Vireak

C
AMBODIA export-
ed $791.66 million 
worth of goods to Ja-
pan in the first half 

of this year, slightly dipping 
0.21 per cent compared to the 
$793.38 million in the same 
period last year, data from the 
Japan External Trade Organi-
sation (Jetro) shows.

Both countries committed to 
boosting bilateral trade to more 
than $2 billion this year, al-
though the Covid-19 pandemic 
will make that more difficult.

Cambodia imported 
$218.61 million of goods from 
Japan during the period, a 
39 per cent year-on-year de-
crease from $256 million.

Chhour Vichet, CEO of sanco-
Poipet special Economic Zone 
(sPsEZ) operator sanco Cam-
bo Investment Group Co Ltd, 
told The Post on Thursday that 
the slip in Cambodian exports 
to Japan had been caused by a 
slowdown in Japanese compa-
nies’ auto parts production in 
sPsEZ during April-May.

He noted that production at 
the industrial park have picked 
up since June, but that exports 
of electronics and computer 
spare parts saw “huge” unim-
peded growth in the first half.

He said sPsEZ covers more 
than 83ha in Poipet town, 

Banteay Meanchey province. 
Ten companies currently op-
erate in the sEZ, nine of them 
Japanese-owned including 
NHK spring, steel Hub, sC 
Wado Component (Cambo-
dia) Co Ltd, Techno Park Poi 
Pet Pvt Co Ltd and Koiwa-
bond (Cambodia) Co Ltd.

Cambodia Chamber of 
Commerce vice-president 
Lim Heng told The Post on 
Thursday that the Kingdom’s 
mid-year exports don’t seem 
to be doing very well given the 

prolonged global health crisis, 
which is affecting the regional 
and global economies. 

“The Covid-19 epidemic 
has led most people to put off 
buying consumer goods, so 
our exports – including elec-
tronics, clothing and foot-
wear – are declining at the 
moment,” he said.

Between 1995 and septem-
ber, there were 141 Japanese in-
vestment projects with $2.5 bil-
lion in capital investment, data 
from the Council for the Devel-

opment of Cambodia shows.
Of these, 66 were in special 

economic zones with an esti-
mated capital investment of 
$340 million.

Most of the projects were in 
the energy, electronic com-
ponent assembly, auto spare 
parts, agro-industry, food pro-
cessing, hospitality, health and 
retail sectors, the data shows.

Cambodian exports to Ja-
pan reached $1.7 billion last 
year, up 7.7 per cent from 
2018, Jetro data show.

GTI posts 15% drop in Q1 revenue
May Kunmakara

LIsTED Taiwanese-owned gar-
ment manufacturer Grand 
Twins International (Cambodia) 
Plc (GTI) reported a sharp 
decline in revenue in the first 
quarter of this year, citing Covid-
19-induced disruptions to their 
exports and supply chain.

In a filing to the Cambodia 
securities Exchange (CsX), 
GTI said its revenue dropped 
to 124.6 billion riel ($30.37 mil-
lion) in the first quarter, down 
15.29 per cent from 147.1 bil-
lion on a yearly basis.

But offering a silver lining, CsX 
vice-chairman Ha Jong-weon 
told The Post that GTI’s profits 
did not decline as much.

“As Covid-19 prolongs, it’ll 
affects almost every industry 
– not only garments. On the 
other hand, GTI still managed 

to make it out with just a 10 per 
cent drop in profit. This is not 
critically bad and investors 
should not overplay it,” he said, 
adding that investors should 
not ignore the fact either.

The Prakas on Corporate Dis-
closure stipulates that listed 
company with total sharehold-

er’s equity of more than $7.5 
million must make a timely 
disclosure to investors if there 
is an increase/decrease in rev-
enue, operating profit/loss, or 
net profit/loss of at least 15 per 
cent in a quarter on yearly basis 
or in a financial year.

Ha added: “GTI is complying 

with the regulation but that 
would not be enough. The 
company had better share 
with shareholders and inves-
tors their future strategic plan 
to implement in response to 
the pandemic in order to gain 
trust and confidence in their 
future business performance. 
That will help its stock price 
and trading in the market.”

Cambodia’s garment, foot-
wear and travel goods sectors 
have been ravaged by Covid-19, 
which has heavily weighed on 
their global supply prospects 
and put production on hold.

Garment Manufacturers 
Association in Cambodia data 
show that 450 garment and 
footwear factories in Cambo-
dia suspended work while 83 
factories closed in the first half 
of this year. This has affected 
about 150,000 workers.

VN’s Viettel recognised as 
‘most influencial’ in Asia

The Kingdom exported nearly $800 million worth of goods to Japan in the first half of this year. HENG CHIVOAN

GTI said its revenue dropped to 124.6 billion riel ($30.37 million) in the 
first quarter. pOST STAFF

Revenue of insurance 
sector shoots up 12%
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Pursuit of coal power 
puts off int’l brands
Thou Vireak

a 
coalition of inter-
national companies 
that source from 
cambodia have 

expressed concern over the 
Kingdom’s recent approvals 
of coal-fired power stations, 
which they say undermine its 
investment attractiveness.

in a letter addressed to the 
government and set to be 
delivered to authorities later 
this month, the companies 
warned that cambodia’s pur-
suit of new coal-power proj-
ects, instead of embracing 
renewable sources like solar 
and wind, clashes with their 
corporate targets to reduce 
carbon emissions.

Represented in the letter 
were us specialised bicycle 
manufacturers, partially 
thai-owned chip Mong insee 
cement corp and fashion gi-
ants such as H&M, adidas, 
Puma and gap.

the companies said: “Elec-
tricite du cambodge’s [Edc’s] 
decisions made today will 

lock cambodia into a future 
that appears to be the op-
posite of global and regional 
trends and less attractive to 
our industry.

“countries that today pri-
oritise [renewable energy] 
and a green future will avoid 
wasting money on outdated 
technologies that will soon be 
obsolete and expensive.”

Victor Jona, director-general 
of the Ministry of Mines and 
Energy’s general Department 
of Energy, told The Post on 
Wednesday that the govern-
ment needs to diversify energy 
production to include other 
sources and ensure stable elec-
tricity supply in cambodia.

He said that without excep-
tion, the government assumes 
the ultimate responsibility in 

reviewing the socio-environ-
mental impact of every devel-
opment project in the power 
sector.

“all in all, we need to ex-
pand our energy portfolio to 
include a plethora of sources, 
inter alia, hydropower, coal 
and solar to ensure the sup-
ply to consumers, be they 
citizens, industries, cottage 
industries or service provid-
ers,” Jona said.

He said the government is 
currently developing 450MW 
in solar energy capacity, of 
which 180MW have been 
connected to the national 
grid, with the remainder is set 
to be online next year.

in an email to nikkei asian 
Review, H&M said it was re-
evaluating its future produc-
tion strategy in the Kingdom, 
citing environmental and 
economic issues. 

the company reportedly 
wants to reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions in its garment 
production by 59 per cent of 
2017 levels before 2030.

it told nikkei asian Review: 

“countries who see coal as a 
viable energy source for the 
future will lose out.

“How [countries] respond 
in terms of environmental 
and social protections and 
promotion will impact sourc-
ing attractiveness for brands 
moving forward.

“the global sourcing land-
scape of pre-covid-19 will 
undoubtedly not be the same 
in the future.”

Jona said the Kingdom gen-
erates most of its energy from 
hydropower dams and coal-
fired plants, accounting for 
around 34-40 per cent and 32 
per cent of power production, 
respectively.

the remainder, he said, comes 
from solar power and imports 
from neighbouring countries.

the government is currently 
operating a 270MW coal-fired 
power plant in Preah siha-
nouk province and is devel-
oping another one there with 
a 700MW capacity.

it is additionally developing 
a 700MW plant in Koh Kong 
province and is importing 
2,400MW from laos.

tHE obvious effects of the 
covid-19 pandemic include the 
rapid increase in online pay-
ment services and digital bank-
ing across southeast asia (sEa).

Due to social distancing re-
strictions, people across the 
region now avoid brick-and-
mortar bank branches and 
prefer the physically safer 
option of e-wallets and mo-
bile payment applications, 
Moscow-based cybersecurity 
company Kaspersky lab gen-
eral manager for southeast 
asia Yeo siang tiong said.

He said: “it is, however, far 
beyond surprising. as early as 
late 2019, before covid-19’s 
massive effects across sEa, 
i read an article which said 
online financial transactions 
in the region will be worth $1 
trillion by 2025 and the digi-
tal wallet segment will jump 
five-fold to $114 billion.

“i believe these two key sec-
tors will go far beyond these 
predicted numbers as we try to 
minimise human contact for 
the sake of our physical health.”

Yeo said a recent study by 
new York, us-based multina-
tional financial services cor-
poration Mastercard inc found 
that 40 per cent of consumers 
in the region saying they were 
using e-wallets more than ever, 
with Malaysia leading the way.

on the other hand, cash is 
slowly being dethroned as 
king as fewer people use ban-
knotes to buy or trade goods 

and services, he said.
“What makes the region a 

fertile land for digital bank-
ing and online payment is the 
fact that it has countries with 
a young population – millen-
nials and gen Z’s who are not 
used to physically visiting fi-
nancial buildings or queuing 
for a long time to fill up forms 
with pen and paper like the 
generations before them did.

“another important factor is 
that there is still a significant 
per cent of individuals who are 
unbanked or underbanked. 
this is particularly true in still 
emerging countries like indo-
nesia, Malaysia, thailand, the 
Philippines, and Vietnam.”

at the centre of this digital 
revolution is trust. custom-
ers are using e-wallets, mobile 
banking, and web applications 
driven by necessity, he said.

now, more than ever, they need 
to trust financial institutions to 
secure their money, he said.

“Digital transformation, in 
any sector, always presents 
new challenges, but especially 
for banks and for financial 
services. to put it simply, revo-
lutionising banks’ way of do-
ing transactions means over-
hauling their legacy systems 
including people, process and 
technology,” Yeo said.

Humans remain the weakest 
link since, especially those who 
are not digitally native, lack prop-
er awareness about the simplest 
risks like phishing and spam, 

while employees require new 
training and third-party services 
should be assessed comprehen-
sively, he pointed out.

“When it comes to security, 
endpoint should be the foun-
dation and banks should have 
known this by now. Financial 
services … should be looking at 
an adaptive approach in security 
which should be proactive rath-
er than reactive – ready before an 
attack happens,” Yeo added.

the future may be foggy as 
different technologies con-
tinue to be developed, like 
ai, 5g, the internet of things, 
and cryptocurrency, but the 
past offers concrete lessons 
the financial sector could 
learn from, he said.

“given the evolving nature of 
cyberthreats that are expected 
to become more sophisti-
cated, it is also important that 
financial institutions have the 
necessary tools that help track 
threats that can evade regular 
endpoint solutions even be-
fore they hit you.

“We are in the middle of a 
digital revolution, and the use 
of online payment gateways 
and e-wallets are certainly here 
to stay and even increase.

“While it is a huge responsi-
bility for banks and financial 
service providers to secure their 
virtual systems, i am certain they 
can pilot their way to the future 
as long as they build their cyber 
defences intelligently,” Yeo said. 
VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

sE asia a ‘fertile land’ for 
online payments, e-wallets

Chip Mong Insee Cement Corp and other companies that source from Cambodia have warned that the country’s 
pursuit of new coal-power projects, instead of embracing renewable sources like solar and wind, clashes with 
their corporate targets to reduce carbon emissions. hENG ChIVOAN

countries that prioritise a green 
future will avoid wasting money 
on outdated tech that will soon 

be obsolete and expensive
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Sangeetha Amarthalingam

R
eMiNisciNg the 
heydays of rice 
farming is a painful 
process for 60-year-

old chak en, a paddy farmer 
in Kampong trach, Kampot, 
for most of her life.

“My family used to harvest 40 
bags of rice from just 1ha. these 
days, we cannot even sustain 
that amount from 3ha,” said 
en, who despite the setback 
and her children’s plea to retire, 
stubbornly carries on in a bid to 
champion her birthright.

For the mother of eight 
and grandmother of eleven, 
farming is rooted in her an-
cestry, the same as millions of 
cambodians whose families 
own farmlands, big or small, 
across the Kingdom.

“i cannot give up farming. it 
has fed my family throughout 
our lives. this is our lifeline,” 
she said.

Rice farming and agriculture, 
on a wider scope, has been the 
grounding force of cambodia’s 
economy for many centuries. 

so, when prime Minister 
Hun sen asked cambodians 
to return to the humble sector 
to self-sustain and help the 
economy, it seemed like a vi-
able solution for hundreds of 
thousands of workers in the 
garment, tourism and other 
service sectors who were 
made redundant or forced to 
take lower salaries.

But many went back dispir-
ited, assuring themselves that 
it is only temporary until the 
pandemic tapers and indus-
tries re-open.

they did so because they 
know the industry is full of 
hardship as it is deeply en-
trenched with problems that 
stem from structural weak-
nesses.

they range from water man-
agement, lack of measures on 
climate change, high operat-
ing costs such as electricity 
tariffs, logistics and raw mate-
rials, loss of land to corpora-
tions, to dubious middlemen 
and market norms dictated 
by an oligopolistic market.

these are the very reasons 
which drove many out to seek 
alternative jobs that offered a 
higher and steadier income.

on average, cambodian 
households own 0.5ha of paddy 
land for subsistence farming.

overall, the sector is spread 
over four million hectares 
where three million of that is 
for rice planting, 170,000ha 
for multi-crop production 
and 30,000ha for vegetables.

Nearly three million people 

are employed in the sector 
which also acts as a barome-
ter for poverty and economic 
vulnerability.

some smallholders cultivate 
one crop per year on less than 
5ha – usually rice for food secu-
rity and export – based on the 
availability of water for agricul-
ture.

to date, there is a surplus of 
about four million tonnes of 
milled rice a year for domes-
tic consumption, said coun-
cil of Ministers spokesman ek 
tha last month.

Rice production grew to 7.9 
million tonnes in 2019 from 
7.4 million tonnes in 2018 
with an average yield of 3.1 
tonnes per hectare.

similarly, exports from Jan-
uary to July 2020 rose 38.3 per 
cent to 426,073 tonnes, valued 
at $285 million, from 308,108 
tonnes in the correspond-
ing period in 2019 because of 
covid-19 food security, lower 
rice tariff in the eu, and mar-
ket diversification.

Rice exports are expected to 
climb to 800,000 tonnes this 
year, cambodia Rice Federa-
tion (cRF) said.

as for total agricultural ex-
ports comprising 61 products 
to 59 countries, the figure 
inched up to $1.5 billion last 
year from $1 billion in 2013.

Buoyant as it may seem, the 
total agriculture share of the 
economy has unfortunately 
decreased over the years. last 
year, it fell to 16.7 per cent of 
gross domestic product (gDp) 
from 28 per cent in 2009.

this year, the government 
thinks it will hit 32 per cent of 
gDp because of the expanded 
workforce by 40 per cent, un-
derpinned by the loss of jobs 
due to the pandemic.

and with that, agricultural 
labour productivity (annual 
output per agricultural work-
er) could be on track to meet 
the target of $4,625 by 2030 
from $1,839 in 2019.

all these are yet to be seen.

Overspending or underspending?
the issue remains that this 

economic pillar does not re-
ceive equal attention as the 
other three pillars (manufac-
turing, real estate and con-
struction, and tourism), in-
dicated by the paltry three to 
five per cent allocation from 
the annual national budget.

this is damning because 
the sector is susceptible to 
external factors, such as the 
imposition of a regressive rice 
tax by the eu and competi-
tive pricing, which in the past 
has seen rice farmers dump 
their harvest out of fury when 
global prices collapsed.

according to the central 
bank’s Financial stability Re-
view 2019, extreme weather – 
floods and droughts – and the 
drop in prices of agriculture 
commodities, moderated its 
output growth to one per cent 
between 2014 and 2018 com-
pared to 3.7 per cent (2009-
2013).

Furthermore, the report said 
that because young people 
move to work in urban areas, 
it not only resulted in a labour 
shortage but also pushed up 
the average age of farmers 
to 39 (as of 2016), inevitably 
lowering productivity.

compounding this are un-
clear policies, lack of expertise 
and bureaucracy, said cam-
bodian Farmer Federation as-

sociation of agricultural pro-
ducers (cFap) founder and 
managing director sok sotha.

the fact that there is little 
improvement despite gargan-
tuan investments is another 
challenge raised by an official 
review on public investment 
in the sector.

the report, shared by Min-
istry of agriculture, Forestry 
and Fisheries (MaFF) spokes-
man srey Vutha with The Post, 
revealed puzzlement among 
policymakers, development 
partners and other stake-
holders on the sector’s declin-
ing growth despite increased 
spending.

Dated april 2020, the review 
was jointly conducted by the 
supreme National economic 
council’s analytic unit for 
agriculture sector and Ma-
FF’s agriculture services pro-
gramme for innovation, Resil-
ience and extension (aspire).

it said public investment 
excluding wages climbed 1.5 
folds, estimated in an aggre-
gated term to be $272.6 mil-
lion per year, between 2011 
and 2017, where 35 per cent 
of that was funded by the na-
tional budget and 65 per cent 
by development partners in 
the form of loans and grants.

“[it is] approximately 1.6 per 
cent of gross domestic product 
[gDp] where MaFF and Min-
istry of Water Resources and 

Meteorology (MWRM)’s public 
spending accounted for 0.43 
per cent and 1.17 per cent of 
gDp, respectively,” it added.

unable to decide if it was 
overspending or under-
spending that resulted in 
low improvement, the review 
found, inter alia, that the level 
of expenditure was not low 
compared to other southeast 
asian countries.

the spending focussed on 
large-scale irrigation schemes 
that were financed by several 
development partners’ con-
cessional loans and grants.

“While the increased in-
vestment in irrigation over 
the last decade has been 
strategic and instrumental to 
the growth of a specific com-
modity, predominantly rice, 
it might not have been well-
balanced and sufficiently di-
verse,” the report said.

and because the efforts were 
not comprehensively harmon-
ised and inter-connected, the 
report urged the government 
to re-prioritise and rationalise 
the irrigation schemes in rela-
tion to the expenditure on oth-
er economic compositions.

“[they include] research 
and development [R&D], ex-
tensions and other non-irriga-
tion infrastructure which have 
yet to receive sufficient share 
of the total spending,” it said.

the thing about the report is 

not so much the novelty of its 
revelation as the weaknesses 
have been repeatedly high-
lighted in the past by various 
bodies such as the National 
Bank of cambodia (NBc), 
asian Development Bank,  
World Bank and uN agen-
cies. Rather, it is whether any 
change will come of it.

Smuggling rice to Vietnam
For farmers like en, funds 

and policies mean nothing.
“i have never received any 

help from the government. We 
don’t even have an irrigation 
canal. We depend on the rain.

“the farmers in my village 
carry on with what we have. 
We buy seed from Vietnam 
and chemical fertilisers on 
loan from sellers who charge 
us interest. each bag costs 
$30. We pay them back after 
the harvest,” said the widow.

at the end of the season, 
she barely breaks even af-
ter paying debts and rent for 
ploughing and harvesting 
machinery.

on top of that, farmers have 
to contend with low yields, 
market prices, and land deg-
radation due to prolonged us-
age of chemical fertilisers.

they are ultimately com-
pelled to sell the harvest re-
gardless of the cost to middle-
men who dictate the terms.

“What choice do we have? 
We can’t keep the paddy until 
prices increase. the stock won’t 
last because not everyone has 
storage facilities,” en said.

Due to this, many farmers 
located along the thailand 
and Vietnam borders resort 
to selling their harvest via in-
formal means to foreign mill-
ers who offer slightly better 
rates.

an MaFF report last year 
said some 1.6 million tonnes 
of rice was sold illicitly to Viet-
nam in the first eight months, 
which was substantially high-
er than the 342,000 tonnes of 
milled rice exported overseas 

can cambodia’s fragmented agriculture 
sector save the economy?
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No rest for the wicked . . . Rice farmers in Kampot province’s southeastern Kampong Trach district begin the rainy season rice cultivation in August 
in the hope that it will yield a good harvest in December. post staff

Ever since the pandemic razed 
the world, most sectors in the 
Kingdom were wrecked but 
there is hope in agriculture, 
only if the government takes 
stock of some system failures
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through legal channels.

in fact, the uN Food and agricul-
ture organisation projected that 44 
per cent of total rice export in 2018 
was subject to smuggling.

unofficial figures say two million 
tonnes of rice are sold illegally every 
year.

these stocks that filter through 
porous means are rebranded and 
sold as thai or Vietnamese rice. the 
activity is so prevalent that an MaFF 
official remarked that “any crack-
down on the illegal rice trade would 
cripple the rice farming segment”.

When asked, cRF president song 
saran dismissed it as a black market 
activity.

“some varieties [fetch] a good price 
[from] Vietnam and other aseaN 
countries. Farmers grow mostly white 
rice as per Vietnam market demand, 
so they work through middlemen.

“Fragrant and special aromatic rice 
are exported to international mar-
kets,” he said, adding that cRF con-
tinues to explore new export markets 
in europe and the asia pacific for 
special aromatic and fragrant rice.

“competitiveness is the key ele-
ment to diversify markets and prod-
uct strategies [but] we need to lower 
logistic and energy costs, and other 
input costs for growers so they get 
more opportunity in global mar-
kets,” saran said.

in the long term, the government 
should modernise irrigation, and 
mechanise and digitalise the sector.

“For the medium term, we will fo-
cus on developing climate-friendly 
rice, reduce input cost, improve 
competitiveness and implement rice 
technology for traceability,” he said.

Rising non-performing loans
all this sounds good but the con-

flict of interest and bureaucracy 
among the ministries in providing 

funds to farmers continue to affect 
the sector’s progress, cFap’s sotha 
said.

cFap represents 21,138 house-
holds in 12 provinces where 46 per 
cent or 9,769 households are head-
ed by women. in total, it has 105,690 
members and female farmers make 
up 52 per cent of that.

“For instance, the functions of laws 
and policies related to agriculture 
and farmers’ associations are unclear 
to the officials from the sub-national 
level right down to the village.

“the government does not have 
sufficient expertise. sometimes [we 
see] some intervention where seeds 
are distributed after a drought or 
flood. However, not every farmer 
has access to it,” he said.

it should be noted, though, that the 
MaFF works with agencies includ-
ing the semi-autonomous cambo-
dian Research and Development in-
stitute, international Rice Research 

institute and uN agencies.
in the meantime, sotha stressed 

that funds should serve the interest of 
farmers, particularly the smallholders 
who represent some 80 per cent of the 
rural population in cambodia.

“the government must involve 
farmers’ associations and agricul-
ture cooperatives in funding pro-
grammes so that the voice of the 
farmer is heard,” he said.

Funding, in this instance is per-
tinent as the farming community 
remains among highly-indebted 
groups in the country who possess 
loans with microfinance institutions 
and microfinance deposit-taking in-
stitutions.

in 2019, the non-performing loan 
(Npl) ratio of the agriculture sector 
registered 7.4 per cent, a trend that 
has been rising since 2014.

in comparison, the manufacturing 
sector recorded an Npl ratio of three 
per cent while other sectors came in 

around two per cent, NBc said.
granted, the credit growth to the 

agriculture sector had dipped to 
eight per cent in 2019 from 11 per 
cent in 2017 due to unfavourable 
weather conditions and slower sec-
toral productivity growth, the ex-
pansion in Npl ratio could result in 
banks being reluctant in providing 
loans.

“[this] should explain a slower 
growth in banks’ credits to the sec-
tor in the last few years,” the central 
bank said.

Reduce the producer-buyer gap
going forward, the government 

is banking on the sector to help the 
economy. of late, Hun sen has been 
praising the industry’s resilience 
in the current economic landscape 
while calling for efforts to fortify it.

even the impending cambodia-
china Free trade agreement is 
based on the premise of raising ex-
ports on agriculture and agro-pro-
cessing products to china.

First though it has to resolve the 
endemic problems in the sector, so-
tha said.

He said smallholders and rural folk 
are in debt and are having to lose their 
homes and farmland due to discrep-
ancies in the policies and economic 
development. as if climate change 
was not bad enough, their condition 
is exacerbated by covid-19, which 
has only widened the gap between 
rice producers and buyers.

“the government must urgently 
intervene to connect the two parties 
and ensure proper and regular mar-
kets. Farmer associations and coop-
eratives must be allowed to buy rice 
from its members to store and sell 
for them,” sotha said.

the government and internation-
al development partners should fo-
cus more on supporting farmers to 

overcome challenges and raise the 
allocation for the sector in the na-
tional budget.

“there should also be a critical 
study over how much rice is needed 
internally and externally, what type 
of rice is required and for which 
markets,” he said.

similarly, the government must 
formulate a strategy to export rice 
directly and regularly to Vietnam or 
facilitate cooperation between the 
buyers and farmer associations to 
protect farmers.

international Fund for agricultural 
Development (iFaD) country direc-
tor Kaushik Barua said the next phase 
of focus is on imparting new skills 
and technology to farmers, investing 
in value chain-related infrastructure, 
and providing access to credit on ap-
propriate terms to smallholders.

iFaD has loaned $544.2 million to 
cambodia for 10 projects over the 
last 25 years.

seeing that farmers are mostly re-
liant on rain-fed agriculture, there 
should be diversification by moving 
to higher value-added areas such as 
vegetables, and building more cli-
mate-resilient infrastructure.

“a lot of the work is underway, but 
farming communities need to main-
tain their focus on moving up in terms 
of technologies, value-adding, and 
enhancing resilience,” Kaushik said.

at the same time, the government 
should ensure that domestic de-
mand is maintained to absorb agri-
culture production while efforts are 
made to provide comprehensive so-
cial support and cash transfer pro-
grammes.

“Finally, to ensure that farming 
families are kept out of poverty, the 
twin support of social protection sys-
tems and more production-oriented 
support have to work in complemen-
tarity and synergy,” he said.

InternatIonal aviation 
training is now avail-
able in Cambodia, paving 

the way for personnel from 
airlines and cargo operators 
to no longer have to travel to 
Singapore and thailand for 
such instruction.

american University of 
Phnom Penh (aUPP) is the 
accredited training School 
(atS), certified by the Inter-
national aviation training 
association (Iata) and State 
Secretariat of Civil aviation. 

Dr alan Wark, executive 

director of the Center for 
leadership and Professional 
Development, said: “achieving 
Iata atS status was possible 
through mutual cooperation 
and support from Iata and 
the SSCa for dangerous goods 
initial or recurrent training.

“the atS at aUPP provides 
greater access to international 
level aviation training at a 
substantial cost savings to 
Cambodian air industries.”

ClPD facilities include an 
a320 door trainer, simulated 
smoke environment room, 

aviation medical centre, avia-
tion fire trainer and emergen-
cy evacuation slide trainer.

as well as aviation train-
ing, ClPD also offers world-
class learning and human 
resources solutions to em-
ployers and individuals using 
aUPP’s international faculty 
and other qualified staff.

ClPD’s mission is to develop 
people who can use their 
potential and develop their 
skills in order to grow their 
careers and boost their 
organisations. 

First international aviation 
training opens in Cambodia
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leeDon Heights Condo-
minium opened its showroom 
and sales office last thursday 
at the official groundbreaking 
ceremony. 

the event was graced by 
His excellency General Kun 
Kim – senior minister and 
vice-president and general 
secretary of the Cambodia 
Veterans association – Her 
excellency Koeung Chandy, 
His excellency Michael tan – 
Singaporean ambassador to 
Cambodia – His excellency 
Gnoun Pharaoth – vice-gover-
nor of Phnom Penh – and His 
excellency Kim rithy – vice-
governor of Kandal province.

the leedon Heights Condo-
minium project is situated in 
Sen Sok district, right in the 
heart of Phnom Penh. It will 
be built over an area of 1.5ha 
and be comprised of four 
towers, each of 36 floors. 

the condominium is con-
veniently situated, with aeon 
Mall Sen Sok, international 
schools, the Sen Sok Premium 
Centre, Makro store, water 

parks, Grand Phnom Penh 
Golf Club and many more 
amenities nearby. 

to celebrate its launch, 
buyers will be offered a 
celebratory discount of up to 
eight per cent and additional 
vouchers for the purchase of 
furniture. 

there is also a lucky draw 
for potential buyers during 
the launch, with exciting 
prizes to be won. 

the developer, leedon 
Heights Co., ltd, will be 
donating 10 houses – each 
worth up to $30,000 – to the 
Cambodia Veteran associa-
tion, as part of its humanitar-
ian efforts in Cambodia.

at a recent press confer-
ence, Horng Pheap – manag-
ing director and shareholder 
– nguon Chhayleang – head 
of the developer’s sales team 
– and ann Sothida – the 
managing director of CBre 
Cambodia, the sole marketing 
agency of leedon Heights – 
highlighted that:

 this condominium is 

a joint venture between 
Cambodian, Singaporean and 
taiwanese companies with 
many years of experience 
in delivering high-quality 
residential and commercial 
developments in Cambodia.

  the condominium will 
offer first-class facilities 
within its grounds, including 
commercial space for retail 
outlets, cafes and minimarts, 
as well as sporting facilities 
such as swimming pools and 
fitness centres. there will 
even be a planned integrated 
childcare centre.

  With apartments ranging 
from studios to three-bed-
room apartments, it caters to 
both young couples looking 
to start a family to multi-
generational families. 

  the project will be built 
to the highest standards in 
terms of build quality and 
stringent fire safety protocols. 

  a flexible payment 
scheme is also offered to 
buyers and prices start from 
$1,700 per square metre.

Leedon Heights showroom grand opening 
and groundbreaking ceremony 
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WHO keen to 
review Russian 
vaccine trials

THE World Health Organisation 
(WHO) on Wednesday said it was 
looking forward to reviewing 

clinical trials of a potential coronavi-
rus vaccine developed in Russia.

President Vladimir Putin de-
clared Russia the first country to 
approve a vaccine on Tuesday even 
though final stage testing involv-
ing more than 2,000 people was 
only due to start on Wednesday.

The WHO says 28 of more than 
150 potential vaccines are cur-
rently being actively tested on 
humans, among which six have 
reached Phase 3, the final stage 
when candidate drugs are tested 
on large groups of people.

Russia’s vaccine, developed by 
the Gamaleya research insti-
tute and the defence ministry, is 
among the 28 in clinical evaluation 
but is listed by the WHO as only 
being in Phase 1.

The UN health agency said in a 
statement: “WHO is in touch with 
Russian scientists and authorities, 
and looks forward to reviewing 
details of the trials.

“WHO welcomes all advances 
in Covid-19 vaccine research and 
development.” 

The WHO added that the organi-
sation had been involved in guiding 
and accelerating research and 
development efforts since January.

It said: “Accelerating vaccine 
research should be done following 
established processes through every 
step of development, to ensure that 
any vaccines that eventually go into 
production are both safe and effective.

“Any safe and effective pandemic 
vaccine will be a global public 
good, and WHO urges rapid, fair 
and equitable access to any such 
vaccines worldwide.” AFP
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a tEXas court has ordered 
apple to pay $506.2 million in 
damages and interest for 4g 
patent infringements held by 
intellectual property compa-
ny PanOptis Patent Manage-
ment LLC.

the us tech giant – now worth 
almost $2 trillion – vowed to ap-
peal tuesday’s decision.

apple said in an email re-
sponse to an inquiry: “We 
thank the jury for their time 
but are disappointed with the 
verdict and plan to appeal.

“Lawsuits like this by compa-
nies that accumulate patents 
simply to harass the industry 
only serve to stifle innovation 
and harm consumers.”

PanOptis, which special-
ises in licensing patents, took 
apple to court in February 
last year, claiming it refused 
to pay for the use of 4g LtE 
technologies in its smart-
phones, tablets and watches.

the court filing said: “the 
plaintiffs have repeatedly ne-
gotiated with apple to reach an 
agreement for a FRaND licence 
to the plaintiff’s patent portfo-
lios which apple is infringing.

“the negotiations have been 
unsuccessful because apple 
refuses to pay a FRaND roy-
alty to the Plaintiff’s licence.”

FRaND refers to terms that are 
“fair, reasonable and non-dis-
criminatory” and is the It indus-
try standard for technology use.

apple argued unsuccessfully 
that the patents were invalid, 
according to legal publications.

the case is one of many pat-
ent suits from licensing firms 
that make no products but 
hold rights to certain tech-
nologies. Critics call these 
firms “patent trolls”.

Patent suits are typically filed 
in states where jurors have been 
found more inclined to rule 
against silicon Valley giants.

the texas court has twice 
ruled against apple in the 
past, demanding it pay hun-
dreds of millions of dollars to 
VirnetX Holding Corp – an-
other company specialising 
in patent litigation.

On its website, PanOptis of-
fers to manage its clients’ pat-
ents, allowing them to con-
centrate on “innovation and 
new development”. AFP

apple must pay $500M 
over patent violations

study: scent makes locusts swarm

Myanmar bars Rohingya candidate

t
HE sars-CoV-2 coronavirus 
isn’t the only plague making 
headlines this year – locusts 
are devastating crops in 

several parts of the world, and now 
scientists are discovering why the 
pest forms destructive swarms.

On its own, a locust is fairly harm-
less. But so-called solitary locusts 
can undergo a metamorphosis, 
changing colour and joining togeth-
er with millions of others in cata-
strophic clouds that strip fields.

so what prompts locusts to trans-
form from solitary to “gregarious”?

a study published on Wednesday 
in the journal Nature reveals the se-
cret lies in a pheromone.

almost like an irresistible per-
fume, the chemical compound is 
emitted by locusts when they find 
themselves in proximity to just a few 
others of their kind.

the chemical attracts other lo-
custs, which join the group and also 
begin emitting the scent, creating a 
feedback loop that results in enor-
mous swarms.

the discovery offers several tanta-
lising possibilities, including geneti-
cally engineering locusts without the 
receptors that detect the swarming 
pheromone or weaponising the pher-
omone to attract and trap the insects.

the study comes as record num-
bers of locusts devour crops in east 
africa and threaten the food supply 
in Pakistan.

It focused on the migratory locust, 
the most widely distributed species 
of the insect, and examined several 
compounds produced by the bug.

It found that one in particular – 
4-vinylanisole (4Va) – appeared to 
attract locusts when emitted and 
that the more locusts flocked to-
gether, the more 4Va they emitted.

the team, led by Le Kang, a profes-
sor at the Chinese academy of sci-

ences, found solitary locusts began 
releasing 4Va when just four were 
placed together in a cage.

the team then examined how the 
locusts picked up the scent and iso-
lated the part of the locust anten-
nae responsible for detecting the 
swarming pheromone.

and from there, they found the gene 
necessary for the detection process 
and produced genetically modified 
locusts lacking the key Or35 gene.

the “mutant locusts lost their at-
traction to 4Va compared with the 
wild-type locusts”, the study said.

the discoveries open up several pos-
sibilities for tackling the voracious pests, 
including using genetic modification 
or tracking 4Va production to predict 
where swarms may be forming.

there are other avenues too, in-

cluding weaponising the chemical, 
by using a synthetic form of it to bait 
traps to catch locusts.

Kang and his team tried this, setting 
up traps in both controlled settings and 
in the field, and in both cases found 
the locusts were effectively lured.

“Optimisation and adjustment are 
necessarily required from the ex-
periments to practical application,” 
Kang said.

But he said the traps were “sig-
nificantly efficient” and could be a 
comparatively easy first application 
of the research.

Leslie Vosshall, head of Rockefeller 
university’s Laboratory of Neuroge-
netics and Behaviour, said perhaps 
the most exciting application would 
be finding a chemical that would 
block reception of 4Va.

“the discovery of such a molecule 
might provide a chemical antidote to 
insect aggregation and cause locusts 
to ‘stand-down’ and return to their 
peaceful, solitary way of life,” she wrote 
in a review commissioned by Nature.

Vosshall pointed out that there 
are still several unknowns, includ-
ing whether 4Va is the only thing 
that causes swarm formation, and 
whether other locust species re-
spond similarly to the compound.

Kang said genetic modification of 
locusts might offer “sustainable and 
green control” but acknowledged 
such a project would require large-
scale and long-term efforts.

“this is an approach for long-term 
control of locusts, and needs strict 
biological security evaluation before 
application.” AFP

a ROHINgYa Muslim has 
been barred from standing in 
Myanmar’s upcoming elec-
tion, in a decision decried by 
rights groups as discrimina-
tory and a symptom of the 
“ongoing genocide” against 
the persecuted minority.

a 2017 military operation 
drove 750,000 Rohingya out 
of the country into sprawling 
refugee camps in neighbour-
ing Bangladesh, prompting 
genocide charges at the uN’s 
top court.

Myanmar has denied the al-
legations and justified the mil-
itary operations as a means of 
rooting out terrorists.

another 600,000 Rohingya re-
main in Myanmar, but most are 
not regarded as citizens and will 
have no vote, living in what am-
nesty International describes as 
“apartheid” conditions.

three Rohingya-led parties 
had hoped to field at least a 
dozen candidates in Novem-
ber’s vote, according to region-
al watchdog Fortify Rights.

But abdul Rasheed, 58, a 
member of the Democracy 
and Human Rights Party, said 
on Wednesday that his candi-

dacy was rejected by the dis-
trict election commission in 
Rakhine state capital sittwe a 
day earlier.

the commission said this 
was because his parents were 
not Myanmar citizens when he 
was born, Rasheed said – even 
though he had proof his par-
ents and grandparents were 
granted citizenship in 1957, 

four years before his birth.
the letter cites section 8(b) 

of Myanmar’s Pyithu Hluttaw 
(lower house of the assembly 
of the union) Election Law, 
which requires applicants to 
be born of two parents who 
are citizens of Myanmar, and 
section 27(C/2) of its by-law, 
which mentions the cancella-
tion of the candidature of those 

who do not meet the standard.
“this is not in line with the 

law,” Rasheed said, adding he 
would appeal the decision.

“the Rohingya are being de-
graded so we cannot compete.”

the Muslim minority has had 
citizenship and other rights 
eroded over the decades.

Rasheed, who said his father 
worked as a Myanmar govern-
ment civil servant for more 
than 30 years, also tried without 
success to stand in the country’s 
landmark 2015 election.

“this rejection is discrimi-
natory and not unrelated to 
the ongoing genocide of Ro-
hingya,” said Matthew smith 
from Fortify Rights, a group for 
which Rasheed also consults.

“the government of Myan-
mar must end its mass disen-
franchisement of Rohingya.”

the Rakhine state election 
commission in sittwe de-
nied any unfair treatment of 
Rasheed.

Chairperson tin Hlaing 
told aFP: “He wasn’t rejected 
because he is a Muslim but 
because his application was 
not in line with the electoral 
law.” AFP

The pheromone 4-vinylanisole (4VA) attracts other locusts, which join the group and also begin emitting the scent, creating a feedback 
loop that results in enormous swarms. AFP

Democracy and Human Rights Party member Abdul Rasheed’s candidacy 
was rejected by the district election commission in Rakhine state capital 
Sittwe. AFP
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F
INE-tuNINg “industrial 
connectivity” is not new to 
Japan, which has a strong 
production and supply chain 

in the southeast asian region.
Japan has strategised the way it 

does business in the region by con-
sidering the latter as a single inte-
grated production site with multiple 
exporting markets at the same time. 

Integrated production site refers to 
the approach that Japanese companies 
diversify its production lines in various 
asEaN member states following com-
parative advantages and incentives 
that each country has to offer.

For instance, the upper stream of 
works that require higher-skills can 
be located in countries with more 
skilled labour forces, while the lower 
stream can be outsourced to other 
neighbouring countries with non-
skilled or lower-skilled labour, with 
much lower wages.

this has been made possible 
thanks to the enhanced connectivity 
in the region and this is where the 
concept of “industrial connectivity” 
is derived from.

Other than benefitting from a com-
bination of comparative advantages, 
industrial connectivity is also impor-
tant for diversifying risks.

For instance, there were compelling 
reasons for Japanese companies to 
spread their production lines to vari-
ous countries when anti-Japanese 
sentiment was heated up in China, 
coupled with the disastrous flood in 
thailand in the early 2010s.

the trend of factories shifting out is 
what we now know as the Plus One 
effect such as “China+1” and 
“thailand+1”.

During that period, Myanmar was 
the “darling” of the next frontier mar-
ket for Japanese investment. Cambo-
dia was not a major destination but 
there were companies like Minebea 
and aEON who chose Cambodia.

Minebea’s case is the real successful 
example of “thailand+1” in which the 
company can enjoy benefits from both 
thailand and Cambodia’s connectivity 
and incentives while averting risks. 

this was the major wave of Japanese 
investment in Cambodia that assisted 
the latter to diversify its industrial 
base beyond the garment sector.

Japanese companies are well known 
for their good treatment of workers, 
providing uniforms, air-conditioned 
factories, dormitories, and even 
opportunities for informal education.

strikes against Japanese companies 

are things that we have never heard 
of. the most important thing is these 
companies prosper too.

With the current Covid-19 pandem-
ic, the us-China trade war and 
superpower rivalry, another wave of 
Japanese factories’ outflow from Chi-
na is occurring.

asEaN member states are vying to 
welcome those factories, but this 
time Vietnam is the “darling” destina-
tion owing to geopolitical reasons, 
large market, investment-friendly cli-
mate and skilled labour force.

Supply chain diversification
Japan’s Ministry of Economy, trade 

and Industry (MEtI) and the Japan 
External trade Organisation (Jetro) 
are the leading implementors for the 
so-called “Overseas supply Chain 
Diversification support Project”.

this seeks to enhance Japan’s supply 
chain resilience in asia, especially 
through bolstering asEaN-Japan eco-
nomic and industrial cooperation.

the project can provide a subsidy 
of up to approximately $50 million 
for Japanese companies seeking to 
increase the production capacity in 
asEaN member states. In mid-July, 
the first batch comprising of 30 com-
panies were selected out of the 124 
applicants.

In the breakdown, while some 
companies have multiple destina-
tions, Vietnam received the most 

number with 15 companies, followed 
by thailand (six), Malaysia (four), 
Philippines (three), Laos (two), and 
Myanmar and Indonesia one each.

Product-wise, factories bound for 
thailand are more advanced, pro-
ducing rare metals, car spare parts, 
vaccines and semi-conductors.

For Vietnam, there are varieties of 
products ranging from personal 
protective equipment (PPE), air-
conditioner motors, smartphone 
parts, hard-disk drive, car spare 
parts, and rare earth magnets to 
semi-conductors.

For Myanmar and Laos, products 
comprise of medical gowns, gloves 
and hard-disk drives.

If one specifically focuses on the 
Mekong region, Cambodia is the only 
country that was omitted from this new 
wave of Japanese factories’ outflow.

Many reasons can be speculated, such 
as geopolitical considerations, connec-
tivity to the region, investment climate, 
weak infrastructure, among others.

In October last year, the chief rep-
resentative of Jetro-Cambodia, Miyao 
Masahiro, offered a gloomy picture of 
Cambodia’s investment climate.

From the Japanese investors’ per-
spective, especially manufacturers, 
electricity shortage, stability and 
price are still posing challenges for 
Cambodia if compared to thailand 
and Vietnam. 

another challenge is the taxation 

system which is still different from 
the surrounding countries. trade 
customs system, trade-related proce-
dures, logistic system and cost are 
also major obstacles for investors 
seeking to enter Cambodia.

He was not hopeful for Cambodia 
to attract large companies as he 
thinks currently, the Kingdom is only 
fit for Japanese sMEs.

such observations are rather dis-
couraging for Cambodia-Japan rela-
tions which are seeking more 
enhanced economic interactions 
when aid is gradually decreasing.

Probably, Cambodian and Japanese 
policy-makers need to work out more 
for favourable and practical solutions 
for mutual benefits, friendship and 
strategic partnership.

addressing investors’ concerns may 
help increase Cambodia’s chances to 
welcome the next batch of Japanese 
companies to be selected by MEtI 
and Jetro.

Indeed, countries are struggling to 
invite investors amid this global eco-
nomic slowdown, and it is convention-
al wisdom that it generally takes time 
and perseverance to convince Japa-
nese companies to come, but when 
they do come, they are here to stay.

Equally important, they stay to 
prosper together with local people.

Addressing investors concerns key 
to drawing Japanese investments

AEON is one of only two major Japanese companies that have chosen to invest in Cambodia. Addressing investors’ concerns may help 
increase Cambodia’s chances to welcome the next batch of Japanese companies. HONG MENEA

The writer is the strategic adviser to the Asian 
Vision Institute
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Trump impersonator Sarah 
Cooper gets own Netflix show
SARAH Cooper, the US come-
dian whose uncanny lip-synch 
impersonations of President 
Donald Trump have gained 
millions of fans worldwide, 
will star in her own Netflix spe-
cial, the streaming giant said 
on Wednesday.

Sarah Cooper: Everything’s 
Fine will be released this fall 
and feature a variety of satiri-
cal political sketches and oth-
er vignettes as well as famous 
guests.

It will be executive produced 
by Maya Rudolph, whose own 
Emmy-nominated impres-
sions of Kamala Harris on Sat-
urday Night Live have been 
widely shared since Harris was 

confirmed on Tuesday as the 
Democrats’ vice-presidential 
candidate.

Cooper, a former Google 
employee, shot to fame during 
the pandemic by lampooning 
some of Trump’s most infa-
mous outbursts – including his 
suggestion that injecting dis-
infectant could help fight the 
coronavirus.

That 49-second clip – enti-
tled How to medical – saw 
Cooper lip-synch along to 
Trump’s proposal that bring-
ing “light inside the body” 
might help combat the dis-
ease, while emulating the 
president’s power-posturing 
body language.

It has been viewed over 22 
million times on Twitter alone.

The 40-something Jamaican-
born comedian calls Trump 
her “head writer”, and has 
gained over two million Twit-
ter followers as well as celeb-
rity fans such as former presi-
dent  Barack  Obama, 
comedians Steve Martin and 
Jerry Seinfeld, and Hamilton 
creator Lin-Manuel Miranda.

Cooper is also the author of 
best-selling books 100 Tricks to 
Appear Smart in Meetings and 
How to be Successful Without 
Hurting Men’s Feelings.

The variety special will be 
directed by Russian Doll star 
Natasha Lyonne. AFP

F
OR four young adults across 
Latin America, 2020 was 
meant to be a year of freedom 
and opportunity. Instead, the 

coronavirus pandemic brought con-
finement and frustration.

Classes went online and friendships 
faded, coming-of-age rituals were can-
celled and first loves were cut short.

Their only hope? That it may all 
soon be over.

Sofia, 19, Chile, pirouette expert 
This year was supposed to be key for 

promising ballet dancer Sofia Shaw.
Originally from Chillan in central 

Chile, Shaw was able to move to 
the capital Santiago to pursue her 
dream thanks to her own persever-
ance and the support of her mother, 
who works as an in-house maid.

Shaw made it into Santiago’s mu-
nicipal ballet school last year.

With her father not around, both 
mother and daughter were dedicat-
ed to Shaw’s dance ambitions.

“For this year, 2020, I am going to 
give it my all. I am going to really 
improve and it’s going to go well for 
me,” the 19-year-old told herself be-
fore the pandemic struck.

But in March, as the start of class-
es approached, her life came to a 
standstill.

Shaw says: “They said quarantine 
would only last two weeks. I was 
hopeful.”

But online classes are just not the 
same for the dancer, who has even 

installed a barre at which to practice 
in her small apartment.

She says: “Sometimes I lift my legs 
and bang into the wall. But at least I 
can do the basics.”   

In Chile, the Covid-19 outbreak 
not only disrupted lives across the 
country, but it also cut short the 
social protests that had rocked the 
country since October last year.

Shaw was in her first year of ballet 
school when she found herself sur-
rounded by tear gas, rubber bullets 
and anti-riot tanks.

She says: “I am so angry! I came to 
Santiago with the idea of becoming a 
professional ballet dancer, and all these 
situations happen in the country.”

Jazmin, 17, Argentina, graduation 
without classes 

Jazmin Islas is struggling to cope as 
her last year of high school in La Plata, 
Argentina was totally transformed.

“I had so many expectations. I 
thought this year was going to be 
non-stop fun,” she says.

In Latin America, pre-university 
rituals start on the first day of the 
last year of high school.

When the special moment arrived 
for Islas, she and her classmates wore 
face paint, lit flares and danced to the 
rhythm of a samba-style “batucada”.

Little did they know that the fol-
lowing day, the rituals would cease.

“We thought it would be a short 
break. No one ever imagined this,” 
she lamented.

Islas chatted with friends by video 
calls, only to see the interactions dry 
up over time. 

She says: “Every day we do the same 
thing, so we don’t have much to say.”

The blow of seeing the traditional 
graduation trip to snow-topped 
Bariloche – a town in the southern 
Patagonia region – possibly can-
celled was hard to take.

The pink and blue jumpers Islas 
and her friends had picked out – 
which were meant to be the focus 
of numerous selfies – are now being 
worn to keep warm at home during 
the southern hemisphere winter.

The future medical student won-
ders if the last ritual of the year – the 
goodbye dinner scheduled for De-
cember 9 – will even go ahead.

Islas says: “I have lost all hope.”

Felipe, 19, Uruguay, university 
student on pause 

Felipe Paz began his economy and 
communications course at Uru-
guay’s oldest public university in 
Montevideo on a Tuesday.

By Friday, evening classes were 

cancelled. Uruguay had just de-
clared a health emergency.

It was a Friday 13 that Paz would 
never forget.

He says: “For all of us, it’s a year we 
aren’t going to get a second chance 
at, we aren’t going to experience that 
first year of university.”

However, unlike worse-hit neigh-
bouring countries such as Brazil 
and Argentina, Uruguay – a rural 
country with four times as many 
cows as humans – never imposed a 
lockdown, which meant Paz was still 
able to visit his girlfriend Victoria.

But with social distancing mea-
sures and online classes, Paz admits 
friendships have changed.

“Something so striking and un-
precedented changes our vision, 
our way of seeing people. Now I 
appreciate one friend much more, 
and others are less important than I 
thought they were,” he says.

Francisco, 20, Argentina, love under 
lockdown

Francisco Avalos only managed to 
celebrate one month with his new 

girlfriend Guadalupe before lock-
down was imposed in Buenos Aires.

He recounts how she baked him 
biscuits and wrote: “One month and 
counting. I love you.”

By the next monthly milestone, 
they were stuck at home.

There were no more celebrations 
for the couple, who live 40km apart.

By the fourth month, Avalos felt he had 
to find a new way to say “I am still here”.

So he started ordering food to be 
delivered to Guadalupe – breakfast, 
tortas (similar to pancakes), burgers 
and once, even a dozen donuts.

Now taking the pandemic in their 
stride, the couple plan video calls a 
couple of times a week.

“It’s a way of getting around the 
lockdown,” says Avalos. “At the begin-
ning we would talk a lot about how 
bad we felt, but now we are trying to 
avoid that and make the best of it.”

Looking to the future, Avalos says: 
“The first thing I want to do when 
I get out is to spend an afternoon 
together, go to the park and drink 
mate [traditional Argentinian bever-
age], from dawn to dusk.” AFP
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Young Latinos vent Covid fury after lost 2020

Sarah Cooper shot to fame during the pandemic by lampooning some of Trump’s most infamous outbursts. NETFLIX

This year was supposed to be key for promising ballet dancer Sofia Shaw. AFP

Unlike worse-hit neighbouring countries, Uruguay never imposed a lockdown. AFP



C
ELL phone footage 
of restoration work-
ers drilling down 
the stone wall of 

Istanbul’s 14th-century Gal-
ata Tower created a political 
firestorm Wednesday and 
forced the culture ministry 
into a hasty retreat.

The iconic 67m structure 
overlooking the Golden Horn 
is a massive draw for tourists 
and an enduring symbol of 
Istanbul.

It was the ancient city’s tall-
est structure when completed 
by the Genoese in 1348.

But its future looked in sud-
den doubt when a press officer 
of the Istanbul city govern-
ment tweeted a clip of two res-
toration workers taking apart 
a corner section of the tower’s 
inner wall with jackhammers.

A pile of large stones lay at 
their feet as they worked.

“It was really shocking to 
see this kind of vandalism 
being performed in the most 
important cultural site of Is-
tanbul,” the city’s cultural 
heritage department director 
Mahir Polat said. “This con-
duct is insane.”

The 20-second clip became 
a social media sensation and 
made the tower a trending 
topic on Turkish Twitter.

Galata was already a source 
of tension between the city – 
whose mayor Ekrem Imamo-

glu is a prominent opponent 
of President Recep Tayyip Er-
dogan – and the Turkish cul-
ture ministry.

The ministry tried to take 
over control of the tower imme-
diately after Imamoglu’s hotly 
disputed election last year.

The transfer was held up in 
court but formally completed 
in April.

Culture Minister Nuri Ersoy 
explained in his own tweet a 
few hours later that the work-
ers were removing “parts that 
were added [to the wall] later 
on and that were damaging 
the Galata Tower”.

But he said that the workers 
responsible were reprimand-
ed nonetheless.

“Regarding the techniques 
used in the restoration, the 
necessary sanctions have 
been taken against the rele-
vant contractor,” the minister 
tweeted.

Ersoy’s deputy explained 
that the workers were trans-
forming a part of the tower 
that used to house a restau-
rant into a museum.

But the city’s cultural heri-
tage department director was 
unconvinced.

“It is inadmissable to see Is-
tanbul destroy its treasures,” 
he said.

The tower is scheduled to 
reopen to tourists once the 
restoration work is completed 
on September 15. afp

SATELLITE imagery has un-
covered 11 new colonies of 
Emperor penguins in Ant-
arctica, according to new re-
search Wednesday that sug-
gests the global population is 
up to 10 per cent bigger than 
previously thought.

Emperor penguins, which 
are particularly vulnerable to 
climate change, are difficult 
to study because their habi-
tat in Antarctica is extremely 
remote and temperatures can 
drop to –50 degrees Celsius. 

Since the flightless birds them-
selves are too small to be seen 
from satellites, the British Ant-
arctic Survey (BAS) used images 
from the Copernicus Sentinel-2 
observation program to track 
penguin guano – their poo. 

These revealed the addi-
tional 11 colonies, bringing 
the total colony count on 

the whole continent to 61, 
according to the study pub-
lished in Remote Sensing in 
Ecology and Conservation. 

Lead author Peter Fretwell, a 
geographer at BAS, described 
the discovery as “exciting”.  

But he cautioned that since 
the colonies are small they 
only increase the global popu-
lation by between five and 10 
per cent, or around 265,500 to 
278,500 breeding pairs.

Shrinking habitat
Warming ocean waters are 

melting the sea ice where Em-
peror penguins live and breed. 

The researchers said that most 
of the newly found colonies are 
in locations that could disappear 
as a result of climate change.

“Birds in these sites are 
therefore probably the ‘canar-
ies in the coalmine’ – we need 

to watch these sites carefully 
as climate change will affect 
this region,” said Philip Tra-
than, head of conservation 
biology at BAS. 

Last year another survey from 
BAS discovered that the sec-
ond largest Emperor penguin 
colony on Earth had suffered a 
“catastrophic” breeding failure 
as their habitat dwindles. 

The Halley Bay colony in the 
Weddell Sea due south of Cape 
Hope, normally sees up to 25,000 
penguin pairs mate each year.

But in 2016, when abnormal-
ly warm and stormy weather 
broke up the sea-ice on which 
the penguins normally raise 
their young, almost all the 
chicks died. This pattern was 
repeated in 2017 and 2018. 

A nearby penguin colony 
had increased in size, howev-
er, indicating that many of the 
Halley Bay birds had migrated 
to safer breeding conditions.

Emperors, the world’s largest 
penguin species, came to global 
fame with a 2005 documentary, 
March of the Penguins, portray-
ing their annual trek across the 
icy wastes, and the 2006 car-
toon movie Happy Feet.

But their population, centred 
around Earth’s extreme south, 
is set to decline up to 70 percent 
by the end of the century as the 
planet continues to warm.

A study in 2015 recom-
mended the birds be added to 
an international “Red List” of 
endangered species. afp
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Iron fishhook
  5 part of NYpD
  9 Gather in
 14 “___ to leap tall buildings ... “
 15 Jazz quintet’s home?
 16 Drink, as a dog
 17 Mansion employee
 18 Two 10s, e.g.
 19 anti-parkinson’s drug
 20 Think and behave rationally
 23 ___ cotta
 24 Right away, in a memo
 25 It’s usually first into the tub
 28 Malaria symptom
 31 Really evil
 33 Interjections after corrections
 36 Lion’s quarry
 38 Groups with fringe benefits?
 39 Not take risks
 44 It’s marked on a scorecard
 45 Jordan’s nickname
 46 Courteney of “friends” fame
 47 Brownish horses
 50 Comstock deposit
 53 Tokyo, once

 54 Container for potatoes
 56 Some bridge seat occupants
 60 Be cautious
 64 Very bad
 66 Bodybuilders pump it
 67 Cantina snack
 68 Mailman’s territory
 69 Growing need?
 70 “___ Brockovich”
 71 Casual shirts
 72 factor of Einstein’s formula
 73 Group from Cincinnati
DOWN
  1 The entire range
  2 Lower in prestige
  3 aviator
  4 felt hat
  5 Deceive
  6 H H H, somewhere
  7 Coin of Calcutta
  8 Beat out, as grain
  9 Seasoning made from berries
 10 Created
 11 Nicene Creed word
 12 Eat in the evening
 13 Reducing resort
 21 annoy by persistent faultfinding

 22 aberdeen denial
 26 Get one up on
 27 Historical region of England
 29 “How disgusting!”
 30 Chemical suffix
 32 N N N, same place as 6-Down
 33 Like Santa Claus
 34 a king in the Bible
 35 Woebegone
 37 They win many gold medals
 40 Neither’s counterpart
 41 Supporting towers
 42 Require nursing
 43 To and ___
 48 Geneva’s ___ Leman
 49 a division into factions
 51 Moines or plaines lead-in
 52 Resurrection Day
 55 place to get Seoul food
 57 Indication of wonderment
 58 Barely warm
 59 Wing-to-wing dimensions
 61 Its body gets primed
 62 Naysayers’ words
 63 Comes to a halt
 64 french artist Jean
 65 Wine and dine

“CAREFULLY DONE” 

Thursday’s solution

Thursday’s solution

Lifestyle

The 67m Galata Tower that rises above the Golden Horn is an iconic and 
revered 14th-century symbol in the city. afp

Istanbul in uproar 
over Galata damage 

Satellites discover 11 new 
Emperor penguin colonies

New research suggests the global Emperor penguin population is up to 
10 per cent bigger than previously thought. afp
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F
RENCH football 
powerhouse Paris 
saint-germain (Psg) 
snatched a dramatic 

victory from the jaws of defeat 
as substitute Eric Choupo-
Moting’s goal three minutes 
into added time allowed them 
to beat atalanta 2-1 in their 
Champions League quarter-
final in Lisbon on Wednesday.

atalanta were on the brink 
of extending their remarkable 
run on into the last four after 
Mario Pasalic gave the Ital-
ians a 27th-minute lead in the 
first game of the “Final Eight” 
at an empty Estadio da Luz.

But Psg were rescued as 
Marquinhos came forward to 
scramble in a last-minute equ-
aliser and they did not even 
need extra time to complete 
the turnaround, with Kylian 
Mbappe setting up fellow sub-
stitute Choupo-Moting to win 
the tie right at the end.

“When I came on I said to 
myself, ‘we can’t lose, we can’t 
go home like that’. the rest is 
history,” said Choupo-Mot-
ing, who signed a two-month 
contract extension to stay at 
Psg for the “Final Eight” after 

his deal expired in June.
the French champions’ re-

ward is a place in the semi-finals 
of Europe’s elite club competi-
tion for the first time since 1995.

they will play RB Leipzig or 
atletico Madrid next tuesday 
for a place in the final.

It is the first time Psg have 
gone beyond the last eight of the 
Champions League since the Qa-
tari takeover of the club almost a 
decade ago and all the huge in-
vestment that has followed.

Neymar said: “going home 
never crossed my mind . . . 
From beginning to end, right 
from the warm-up, qualifying 
for the semi-finals was all we 
thought about. I want to go to 
the final and nobody will stop 
me thinking about that.”

the result is heartbreaking 
for atalanta, who were hoping 
to continue their fairytale cam-
paign for at least a few more 
days and give the people of Ber-
gamo more reason to cheer.

the northern Italian city suf-
fered terribly at the height of the 
coronavirus pandemic earlier 
this year. Bergamo’s death toll 
from Covid-19 has made it one 
of the worst-hit regions any-

where during the health crisis.
atalanta coach gian Piero 

gasperini said: “We came 
very close. It looked as it we 
could do it.”

this will still go down as a 
highly successful season for 
gasperini’s team, who scored 
eight goals over two legs to beat 
Valencia in the last 16 in March.

that tie was completed just 
before football across Europe 
ground to a halt in the face of 
the pandemic, but atalanta 
have since come back to fin-
ish third in serie a for the sec-
ond year running, scoring 98 
goals in the process.

Beating Psg was ultimately 
a step too far, but that atal-
anta came so close is remark-
able enough. after all, their 
annual wage bill is believed 
to be equivalent to what Psg 
pay Neymar alone.

It was because of the pandem-
ic that uefa decided to bring the 
Champions League to Lisbon 
for a straight knockout tourna-
ment from the quarter-finals 
onwards, with all ties one-off 
matches behind closed doors.

Psg therefore knew they would 
get no second chance to turn the 

tie around and coach thomas 
tuchel’s gamble on Mbappe’s 
fitness ultimately paid off.

Mbappe’s half-hour
Mbappe was left in a race 

against time to make this 
match after spraining his ankle 
in the French Cup final against 
saint-Etienne on July 24.

He was only deemed fit 
enough to come on for the 
final 30 minutes, with Psg al-
ready diminished without the 
injured Marco Verratti and the 
suspended angel Di Maria.

Neymar was there, but the 
world’s most expensive play-
er failed to take a glorious 
early chance, shooting wide 
with only atalanta goalkeeper 
Marco sportiello to beat after 
bursting through on goal.

Instead it was atalanta who 
broke through just before the 
half-hour mark as Pasalic fired 
home first-time from 15 yards af-
ter the ball fell to him in the box.

Berat Djimsiti might have 
made it 2-0 on 58 minutes, but 
then Mbappe came on and 
Psg stepped up the pressure.

the French side lost goal-
keeper Keylor Navas to injury 
late on and looked to be down 
and out until Marquinhos 
bundled in a Neymar assist 
from close range in the 90th 
minute, the ball going in off 
Mattia Caldara’s leg.

and Choupo-Moting then 
grabbed the dramatic winner.

Neymar supplied Mbappe 
and his low ball across the 
face of goal was converted by 
Choupo-Moting, often derided 
as not good enough for Psg 
but this time their hero. afp

Psg shocks atalanta 
2-1 to reach semi-final 

PSG Brazilian defender Marquinhos celebrates after scoring a last-minute goal to tie the game. afp
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