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Jewellery, gem exports rise to $1.3B
Hin Pisei

C
AMBODIA earned $ 1.3 bil-
lion from the export of jew-
ellery and precious stones 
to the international market 

in the first six months of this year, a 
remarkable increase from just over 
$415 million last year, according to a 
report from the General Department 
of Customs and Excise.

The report said the Kingdom 

shipped 25,563 units of jewellery and 
precious stones during the period, 
which weighed a total of 36,803kg.

The total exports last year were 
worth $415.75 million, equivalent 
to 19,880kg or 47,071 units.

In the first six months of this year, 
Cambodia also imported jewellery 
and precious stones worth around 
$383.32 million, equivalent to 
28,844kg or 640,222 units. In the 
whole of 2019, the total import value 

was $149.57 million, equivalent to 
57,632kg or 1,043,727 units.

Singapore is Cambodia’s largest 
export market, followed by Thailand, 
Vietnam, Belgium, Japan, Italy and 
China. The jewels and precious 
stones that Cambodia exports include 
natural pearls or cultured pearls, pre-
cious stones, precious metals, metals 
clad with precious metals, and imita-
tion jewellery and coins. 

Thailand, Singapore, Canada, Bel-

gium and Hong Kong are Cambodia’s 
largest import markets, according to 
the Cambodian Ministry of Com-
merce.

The owner of a gold shop near the 
capital’s Central Market who asked not 
to be named told The Post on Monday 
that although Cambodia currently has 
several mining companies in opera-
tion, in general, Cambodia imports 
gold to satisfy domestic demand. 

He said the Kingdom’s jewellery 

exports are ready-made designed 
products and gems.

“Since most countries have stopped 
processing jewellery by hand, a lot of 
pure gold has been imported into Cam-
bodia to be processed and re-exported 
as a processed product,” he said.

He added that Cambodia’s pre-
cious gems have gained popularity 
and the country hosts an annual

US okays plasma treatment for virus

Mekong states 
‘prioritised’ for 
Covid vaccine

US AUTHORITIES announced 
an emergency authorisation 
for doctors to use blood plasma 
from recovered coronavirus 
patients as a treatment against 
the disease that has killed over 
176,000 in the country.

The plasma is believed to con-
tain powerful antibodies that can 
help fight off the disease faster 
and help protect people from 
being seriously hurt by it.

The US Food and Drug Admin-
istration (FDA) said in a state-
ment: “This product may be 
effective in treating Covid-19 
and . . . the known and potential 
benefits of the product outweigh 
the known and potential risks.”

While the treatment has 
already been used on patients 
in the US and other nations, 
the extent of its effectiveness 
is still debated by experts and 

some have warned that it 
could carry side effects.

Len Horovitz, a pulmonary 
specialist at Lenox Hill Hospital 
in New York City, said: “Conva-
lescent plasma probably works 
– though it still needs to be 
proven in clinical trials – but not 
as a rescue treatment for people 
who are already severely ill.”

He said plasma would likely 
work much better right after a 

person was exposed to the virus, 
when the body is trying to neu-
tralise the infection – the prob-
lem being that plasma supplies 
are limited, meaning it would 
be difficult to get enough to 
treat everyone in early stages.

The FDA already allowed con-
valescent plasma transfusions 
for patients under certain con-
ditions, such as clinical trials 
and gravely ill people. AFP

Khorn Savi

CHIN ESE P rem ier L i 
Keqiang said on Monday 
that China would prioritise 
countries along the Mekong 
River to receive a Covid-19 
vaccine when trials are 
completed and the country 
makes it available. 

Li said during the online 
Mekong-Lancang summit 
that China would establish 
a special foundation to pro-
mote public health and that 
the country has continued 
to prov ide support to 
Mekong River countries to 
combat Covid-19. 

“A Covid-19 vaccine will be 
provided to countries along 
the Mekong River. We think 
that it is natural to do so, as 
we are neighbouring coun-
tries,” he said.

Li said the World Health 
Organisation (WHO) sup-
ports China’s efforts. 

Early this month, WHO 
announced that there are 
current ly si x vaccines 
against Covid-19, three of 
which came from China. A 
third trial will prove if the 
six vaccines can protect 
people in large numbers in 
the long term. 

Recently, Cambodian Min-
istry of Health spokeswoman 

Or Vandine said Cambodia 
has still not decided to buy a 
Covid-19 vaccine from any 
country because WHO has 
not yet recognised any vac-
cine formally. 

“The production of a vac-
cine needs to undergo a 
clear and proper check. The 
health ministry has always 
worked closely with WHO. 
Currently, we have not yet 
received specific informa-
tion from WHO whether a 
vaccine can be made avail-
able and provided to our 
citizens formally,” she said.

Hun Sen said at the third 
Mekong-Lancang summit 
that all countries had to 
express solidarity and faith 
in the fight against Covid-19 
to ensure that it does not 
devastate economies and 
public health.

“At the same time, I would 
like to give a high apprecia-
tion of efforts of our friend 
China in producing a vac-
cine. [China] is committed to 
providing this vaccine at 
proper prices for developing 
countries,” he said.

From August 15-24, Cam-
bodia did not record new 
cases of Covid-19. Of the 
total 273 cases recorded 
since January, 263 have 
recovered.

ContInued – page 7

Carried away
water runs along the streets of santo domingo causing the collapse of houses as tropical storm laura batters the region. the storm hammered 
Hispaniola island with rain killing at least three people in the dominican republic and five in Haiti, and was set to become a hurricane on tuesday. AFP
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Voun Dara

KEP provincial police said 
they have identified a group 
who used the replacement 
Khmer New Year holiday to 
encroach on 4ha of flooded 
mangrove forests.

Police took down tow sheds 
measuring 18sqm and re-
moved 100 stone poles used 
to mark land boundaries in an 
area inhabited by a commu-
nity of fishermen in angkorl 
village, in Damnak Changaur 
district’s angkorl commune.

Provincial administration 
spokesman Ros udong told 
The Post on Monday that hav-
ing received information on 
the case, Kep provincial gover-
nor som Piseth instructed of-
ficials to inspect the location. 

“after [the governor] ar-
rived there for an inspection 
he ordered an investigation 
to identify the suspects to be 
brought to justice,” he said.

udong said the perpetra-
tors encroached on the state 
mangrove forest at night dur-
ing the holiday.  He called on 
citizens not to be cheated by a 
broker. Encroaching on state 
land is an illegal act that leads 

to a penalty, he said. 
thoeng Borin, the head of 

the provincial Department 
of agriculture, Forestry and 
Fisheries, said on Monday the 
police had already identified 
suspects and are preparing a 
court complaint. 

“We identified one already 
and reported the information 
to the provincial court prose-
cutor. We are compiling docu-
ments and exhibits,” he said.

Borin said the case is 
flagrant because they en-
croached on state land for 
personal ownership. the land 
is under the jurisdiction of 
the Ministry of agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries, with 
the provincial agriculture de-
partment protecting it. 

Provincial coordinator for 
rights group adhoc Yun Phally 
said the province has not seen 
many opportunists commit-
ting offences like clearing and 
encroaching on state land for 
private ownership. 

But recently, encroach-
ments increased near the 
angkorl village because the 
government plans to develop 
the area into a tourist desti-
nation, he said.

Kep police on hunt 
for mangrove land 
encroachment group

Kep police dismantle structures that were built on the State-owned 
mangrove forest land. Kep provincial hall

Young people have changed their eating habits from high-fat or sweetened beverages to more balanced diets. supplied

Kingdom’s youth embracing 
nutrition knowledge, health 
Long Kimmarita

M
ORE than 90 per 
cent of Cambo-
dian adolescents 
between the ages 

of 15 and 19 have changed their 
eating habits and become more 
knowledgeable about nutrition, 
according to save the Children. 

the NgO reports young 
people have changed their 
eating habits from high-fat or 
sweetened beverages to more 
balanced diets.

Its press release issued on 
sunday said the organisation 
has been implementing the 
“saving Children’s Lives in Vul-
nerable Communities in Cam-
bodia” project since 2018. 

the project’s goal is to im-
prove nutritional outcomes of 
5,000 teenagers across seven 
public schools in two districts 
in Kampong Cham province.

the project has developed 

an effective and innovative 
youth-friendly nutrition and 
social behaviour change 
package for Health Centre 
staff and school adolescent 
agents for Nutrition (saaN), 
according to the release.

a 2014 Cambodian Demo-
graphic and Health survey 
reported adolescents make 
up nearly a quarter of Cam-
bodia’s population, yet it is 
the most neglected group 
in terms of meeting specific 
nutrition and health needs. 
More than a quarter of Cam-
bodian girls are underweight, 
and about half are anaemic. 

save the Children coun-
try director Elizabeth Pearce 
said the three-year project 
has made some impressive 
achievements and signifi-
cantly increased nutrition 
knowledge.

Pearce said more than 90 
per cent of the young people 

could name at least five of the 
10 nutritious food types com-
pared with 22 per cent when 
the project started.

“We have seen significant 
changes in behaviour, such as 
eating breakfast, moving away 
from junk and sugary foods and 
drinks, and eating more bal-
anced meals that include fruits 
and vegetables,” Pearce said.

“adolescent nutrition 
should be integrated into 
school curriculums and gov-
ernment nutrition strategies 
and policies, including the 
action plan and guidelines to 
implement National strategy 
for Food security and Nutri-
tion (NsFsN),” she said.

she said the goal is to work 
closely with local and national-
level authorities to extend the 
project nationwide in schools, 
health centres and communes.

Ministry of Education, 
Youth and sport spokesman 

Ros soveacha told The Post 
on sunday the ministry con-
gratulated save the Children 
on the accomplishment. 

soveacha said the ministry 
will continue to improve the 
lives of parents and young chil-
dren and address malnutrition. 
He said they will be imple-
menting an inter-ministerial 
prakas on the implementation 
of cash support programmes 
for pregnant women and chil-
dren under two years of age.

“good nutrition contrib-
utes to improving the quality 
of learning and teaching and 
improves the quality of life.

“the ministry has integrat-
ed the meaning of nutrition 
and health education into the 
curriculum and continues to 
welcome cooperation with all 
stakeholders to improve nutri-
tion and the academic health 
of students and educators in 
all its forms,” soveacha said.

unlicensed auto shops shuttered
Soth Koemsoeun

sEN sOK district authorities 
and officials of the Phnom 
Penh Municipal Department 
of Public Works and transport 
shut down more than 40 car 
repair garages on Monday for 
operating without a licence.

the 40 are almost half of the 
110 garages located in the dis-
trict, a hub for repairing, 
processing and assembling all 
types of vehicles. all 110 garag-
es in the area were inspected.

Deputy department director 
Bopha Phany said on Monday 
the garages were shut down 
after repeated warning.

“We have been educating 
and contacting them consist-
ently, but the business owners 
have not heeded our warning. 
I leave it to the Phnom Penh 
Municipal administration 

whether to send the case to 
court or not,” she said.

Phany said there are a total 
of 971 garages in Phnom Penh 
with 390 locations operating 
without permission.

sen sok district governor 
Mov Manit declined to com-
ment on the case.

District deputy governor sak 
Chankanharith said the clo-
sures serve as a warning to 

other garage owners who oper-
ate without a licence.

He said if any business owner 
wants to reopen they must 
apply to the public works 
department properly. Before 
allowing the business to reopen, 
officials will inspect the actual 
location and activities to avoid 
further violations of the law.

“If they do not follow the 
instructions we need to close 
their business. and if they 
wants to reopen, they have to 
fill out a new form, otherwise, 
their business will be closed 
forever,” he said.

In December, public works 
minister sun Chanthol said 
the Phnom Penh municipal 
and provincial authorities 
should close garages for not 
having proper technical stand-
ards and legal permission by 
the end of this year.

Auto repair garages are being investigated in Phnom Penh and shut 
down by authorities if not properly licensed. fresh news



Niem Chheng

C
HINESE Premier Li 
Keqiang on Mon-
day said from this 
year on, China will 

share hydrological data and 
information in the Mekong-
Lancang sub-region. 

Li made the remarks during an 
online summit attended by lead-
ers of the six Mekong-Lancang 
countries – Cambodia, China, 
Myanmar, Thailand, Laos and 
Vietnam. The third Mekong-
Lancang summit was held under 
the theme “enhancing partner-
ship for shared prosperity”.

Li said: “Lancang-Mekong 
has its sources in China. 
Therefore, China will play an 
important role in laying out 
an open platform for the six 
countries in this mechanism. 

“If there is a change on the 
situation of water level or 
each country has difficulty in 
recording water information, 
we are ready to provide open 
data and we will invite experts 
from each country to anal-
yse the data. The data will be 

available for relevant coun-
tries to use as a reference for 
an effective response,” Keq-
iang said through a translator.

Speaking at the summit, 
Prime Minister Hun Sen said 
the region needed to speed 
up utilisation of the Mekong-
Lanchang Economic Devel-
opment as a new engine of 
growth in the sub-region.

He expressed support for Chi-
na’s proposals in priority areas, 
including water resource coop-
eration, connectivity through 
building the Mekong-Lancang 
Economic Development Belt 
and promoting synergy with 
the New International Land-
Sea Trade Corridor. He also 
supported China’s ideas about 
sustainable development in 
agriculture, environment and 
public health.

Noting the achievement in 
the Mekong-Lancang Coopera-
tion, Hun Sen said: “The break-
through in finding consensus 
in dealing with the most sen-
sitive topic of trans-boundary 
water management is another 
success in our cooperation.” 

He said a ministerial meet-
ing of Lancang-Mekong Water 
Resources Cooperation held in 
China last December provided 
clear directions for strengthen-
ing and expanding cooperation 
on hydrological and informa-
tion sharing. This tangible out-
come has further contributed 
to the deepening mutual un-
derstanding in water resource 
management in the sub-region.

Hun Sen said new sources 
of growth in the sub-region 
are a must. 

“Boosting investment in 
quality infrastructure, con-
nectivity and industrial co-
operation will stimulate 
more cross-border trade and 
further strengthen the inte-
gration of our sub-regional 
supply chains into the global 
value chain,” he said.

Since the start of the coop-
eration in 2016, Cambodia has 

embarked on 55 projects cov-
ering a broad range of practical 
cooperation activities which 
produce tangible impacts and 
contribute significantly to im-
proving the wellbeing of the 
people, Hun Sen said.

In a joint Vientiane Declara-
tion released after the summit, 
the leaders of the six countries 
vowed to further strengthen 
their cooperation on a wide 
range of issues. They would en-
hance cooperation, exchange 
of information and capacity 
building to address non-tradi-
tional security issues.

Early this month, the Me-
kong River Commission (MRC) 
Secretariat released a 32-page 
report about the low level of 
water in the Lower Mekong 
River Basin. MRC urged the six 
countries to address the issue. 
The report said the low level of 
water was due to low rainfall 

affected by the El Nino weather 
phenomenon last year. 

The operations of the main-
stream dams in the Upper 
Mekong Basin and the tribu-
tary dams in the Lower Me-
kong Basin might have also 
affected the present low flow 
conditions. But the MRC Sec-
retariat said they were unable 
to obtain official data and in-
formation to verify the poten-
tial impacts of storage opera-
tions in the upper basin.

“We call on the six Mekong 
countries to increase data and 
information sharing on their 
dam and water infrastructure 
operations in a transparent 
and speedy manner with the 
MRC. It is time to walk the 
walk and act in the common 
interest of the entire Mekong 
River Basin and the affected 
communities,” said MRC Sec-
retariat CEO An Pich Hatda.

Khouth Sophak Chakrya

MINISTER of National Defense Tea 
Banh on Monday encouraged a 
Cambodian UN peacekeeping force 
preparing to ship out to South Sudan 
to strengthen internal unity.

The pep talk came at an event at the 
Training Centre for Peacekeeping 
Forces and Explosive Remnants of War 
Clearance (NPMEC-ERW) in Kam-
pong Speu province’s Odong district.

Banh urged the troops to 
strengthen cooperation with UN 
forces from other countries by par-
ticipating in social work activities 
for peace and humanity.

Khieu Chhen, the deputy director 
of Banh’s cabinet, told The Post the 
minister also encouraged Military 

Police Company No186 to strength-
en and expand their knowledge 
through the exchange of technical 
work experience with UN experts 
and officers from other countries. 

“As the whole world is currently 
facing the Covid-19 pandemic, 
minister Tea Banh has instructed 
all of our Blue Helmet forces, espe-
cially those who prepare for a mis-
sion under the UN umbrella out-
side the country, to effectively 
implement the World Health 
Organisation (WHO) guidelines on 
hygiene to prevent the spread of 
Covid-19,” Chhen said.

NPMEC-ERW spokeswoman 
Kosal Malinda told The Post on 
Monday that on September 11-12, 
Cambodia will also send an addi-

tional 218 troops to the UN peace-
keeping mission in Mali.

Cambodia sent 80 peacekeepers 
to the country for an airport engi-
neering shift mission last month.

The company heading to South 
Sudan is undergoing technical 
training at the NPMEC-ERW train-
ing centre in Odong district and 
expected to leave in October.

“We have received preliminary 
information from our team work-
ing in South Sudan that the shift 
will take place in early October, but 
we have not yet been notified by 
the UN yet,” Malinda said.

Cambodia has a total of 678 peace-
keepers carrying out UN missions in 
four countries – Mali, South Sudan, 
Central Africa and Lebanon.
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Long Kimmarita

SIEM REAP provincial au-
thorities on Monday met with 
representatives of workers in 
the Cambodian Cultural Vil-
lage who continued to protest 
unpaid wages.

The workers gathered to re-
new their protest at the well-
known tourist destination af-
ter they agreed to stop during 
the replacement Khmer New 
Year Holiday. The first protest 
occurred on August 14.  

Worker representative Lim 
Sopha said they are demand-

ing that employers return to 
the negotiating table with 
trade unions honestly, retain 
the artistic office and the 
roles of workers who work at 
the office, and pay back wag-
es and a daily $25 food allow-
ance which the company cut.

Im Chamroeun, the deputy 
head of the provincial Depart-
ment of Labour and Vocation-
al Training, told The Post on 
Monday that negotiations on 
Monday did not yield results. 

“We still have not had any 
solution yet because today 
we met with one side first and 

on Tuesday, we will meet with 
both sides [workers and em-
ployers]. We don’t have confi-
dence in this negotiation yet. 
Let’s wait and see,” he said.

Sopha said the protest lin-
gered because the company 
kept delaying negotiation.  

“What we demand proves 
beneficial to workers, espe-
cially women, because the Cul-
tural Village consists mostly of 
women employees,” he said. 

Neither Cultural Village 
general manager Lim So-
pheak nor his deputy Touch 
Socheat could be reached for 

comment on Monday. 
But in an interview with 

Fresh News, they said the 
company had no intent to 
delay negotiations. They said 
the workers and employers 
have met for talks on several 
occasions, but none of them 
have agreed to a solution. 

“From the onset of the spread 
of Covid-19, Cambodia and the 
world alike have suffered a se-
vere impact on the tourism 
sector. The Cambodian Cul-
tural Village resort has also suf-
fered a financial crisis because 
of a decline in national and in-

ternational tourist arrivals. 
“But to avert complete busi-

ness closures and retain the work 
of workers, the company offers to 
find a solution for the more than 
300 workers who experience the 
most difficulties,” they said.

Sopheak and Socheat said the 
company had tried to address 
workers’ salaries rather than 
suspend their work. The firm 
had met with the division head 
and all workers to discuss pro-
viding 80 per cent of their sala-
ries and reducing working hours 
by 20 per cent for workers who 
have salaries under $200.

Cambodian Cultural Village protests resume in S Reap

Defence minister addresses 
UN force heading to S Sudan

The pep talk came at an event at the Training Centre for Peacekeeping Forces and Explosive 
Remnants of War Clearance (NPMEC-ERW) in Kampong Speu province’s Odong district. supplied

Prime Minister Hun Sen said the move is symbolic of how close China and Cambodia work togehter. spm

One dead, 
two injured 
in Siem Reap 
sword fight
Kim Sarom

A SIEM REAP Provincial Court 
investigating judge on Sunday 
charged six men with premed-
itated murder after they were 
arrested for killing a man at an 
entertainment venue in Siem 
Reap district’s Slakram com-
mune on August 19. 

Provincial court spokesman 
Yin Srang told The Post on 
Monday: “These six people 
were charged by Judge Oung 
Chanthol under Article 200 of 
the Criminal Code.” 

The six face life imprison-
ment if found guilty.  

Colonel Tha Dalux, the pro-
vincial deputy Military Police 
commander, identified the six 
suspects as Soeun Sun, 19, 
from Nokor Thom commune; 
Soy Nop, 21, from Slakram 
commune; Soeun Longdy, 18, 
from Sala Kamroeuk com-
mune; Borey Seiha, 20, from 
Russey Loak commune; Khorn 
Khim, 18, from Russey Loak 
commune; and Hul Samoun, 
17, from Svay Dangkum com-
mune. 

Sun was believed to have 
killed the victim, while Nop 
drove the getaway car.

“These people committed 
an actual offence by killing the 
victim. Experts will investigate 
further,” Dalux said. 

He said before the incident 
at 9:30pm on August 19, about 
10 people riding eight motor-
bikes attacked another group 
with five members riding three 
motorbikes. 

The victim, Chat Muth, 18, a 
carpenter from Trapaing Thom 
commune in Prasat Bakong 
district, was allegedly attacked 
with a sword to the neck by 
Sun and died at the scene. Two 
of his friends sustained inju-
ries to the head and hand. 

After receiving a complaint 
from the victims’ side, provin-
cial Military Police investigat-
ed and said the violence 
stemmed from a dispute the 
day before.

The suspects later confessed 
to the crime and police confis-
cated three swords, four motor-
bikes and a gun, he added.

China to share 
dam info and 
data with the 
MLC nations
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Soth Koemsoeun 

MORE than 10 huts built in 
secret in the Phnom Oral 
Wildlife sanctuary in Kam-
pong speu province will be 
removed by force after the 
owners ignored an ultimatum 
to take them down.

the sanctuary deputy 
head Hul Mara and environ-
mental watchdog aCNCIPO 
director Chea Hean plan to 
send a joint force to remove 
the structures in sre Ken vil-
lage, in Oral district’s trapa-
ing Chor commune.

Mara said on Monday the 
offenders built them to en-
croach on more than 400ha 
of the sanctuary. 

He said the huts were built 
near each other and own-
ers cleared brushwood and 
logged timber to grab state 
land. Having cleared the 
area, they planted banana, 
cassava, mango, cashews, 
coconut trees and cash crops 
on the land.

“We gave them a 10-day 
ultimatum on august 14, but 
they have not taken down the 
huts. so, on tuesday we will 
dismantle them with provin-
cial and district police assis-
tance and refer this case to 
the court,” Mara said.

Hean said on Monday he 
had been closely monitoring 
the situation. 

He said he suspected pow-
erful people of being behind 
the encroachment on land 
that is protected by a royal 
decree. 

“they don’t use excavators 
to clear the forest, but they 
use machetes, axes and hoes 
to disguise themselves as res-
idents who lack land. If they 
used the machinery to clear 
the forest, they would be seen 
as large-scale traders. 

“We suspect there could be 
powerful people behind this. 
We will continue to investi-
gate the case further,” Hean 
said.

a notice dated august 14 
and seen by The Post on Mon-
day said the encroachment is 
against the law as stipulated 
under article 62 of the Law 
on Natural Protected areas, 
which was promulgated by a 
royal decree dated February 
15, 2008.

the notice further reads 
that any persons who vio-
late the article will be pun-
ished as committing grade-4 
natural resources offences, 
which carry a prison sen-
tence of five to 10 years and 
a fine of up to 150 million riel 
($36,700). Evidence will be 
seized as state property.

Illegally built huts in 
K speu sanctuary to 
be removed by force

group petitions uNHCR 
for release of union leader
Mom Kunthear

R
EPREsENtatIVEs of student 
federations, trade union con-
federations, youths and over 
20 human rights activists sent 

a petition to the Office of the uN High 
Commissioner for Human Rights (uN-
HCR) on Monday seeking the release 
union leader Rong Chhun and his de-
tained supporters. 

the group also attempted to send a pe-
tition to the Japanese embassy but were 
interrupted by police officers. 

Rong Vann, 22, the nephew of Rong 
Chhun who signed the petition, told The 
Post that police prevented the group from 
making their way to the embassy after 
they had sent the petition to the uNHCR. 

“We submitted the petition at the uN-
HCR office successfully with a warm 
welcome. they promised to help us ad-
dress this issue,” he said. 

Vann said the petitioners did not have 
the strength to resist or push with the 
authorities for fears of violence, so they 
decided to disband. But the protesters 
plan on submitting the petition to the 
Japanese embassy at a later date.

the petition calls for the international 
community to intervene for the release 
of Chhun, who was arrested on the night 
of July 31 in connection with the Cam-
bodia-Vietnam border issue.  Chhun 
was placed in pre-trial detention at the 
Prey sar prison by the Phnom Penh Mu-
nicipal Court on august 1 on charges of 
“incitement to commit a felony or cause 
social unrest”.

Representatives on the petition in-
cluded the Cambodian Independent 

teachers’ association (CIta), Khmer 
Youths, Love Environment and soci-
ety association, Cambodian alliance of 
trade unions (Catu), Cambodian Con-
federation of unions (CCu) and Cambo-
dian Labour Confederation (CLC). 

Ministry of Justice spokesman Chin 
Malin told The Post on sunday that ex-
pressing wrong opinions about border-
related issues with the intent to incite 
chaos can cause social disorder and 
damage national security. 

He said the border issue is complicated 

and exaggerating the issue could cause a 
great disaster for the country. Prevention 
measures, therefore, must be very serious 
to protect national security, he added. 

Prime Minister Hun sen recently 
warned against exaggerating about the 
Cambodia-Vietnam border at the grand 
opening of the garden City Water Park in 
Phnom Penh’s Chroy Changvar district. 

“the border is not a funny thing. Don’t 
incite, because that can cause disputes 
with neighbouring countries by pointing 
to these places or those places,” he said. 

Protesters advocated for the release of Rong Chhun on Monday outside the UNHCR headquarters. 
The group also attempted to send a petition to the Japanese embassy. hean rangsey
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Mom Kunthear

NEARLY 100 cattle fell ill and 
died over the last two weeks in 
four communes in Svay Rieng 
province’s Chantrea district, 
officials said. 

Chab Phearum, a veterinary 
official in Chantrea district, 
told The Post on Monday that 
a total of 94 cattle had fallen 
ill. Of the number, more than 
50 had recovered and 17 oth-
ers had died.

Phearum said specialists 
have contained the spread in 
a timely manner. 

He said veterinary officials 
had attributed the illness and 
the death to pasteurellosis – a 
latent virus in live animals. 
The virus does not transmit 
to humans and the disease 
mostly appears during the 
rainy season. 

“Pasteurellosis always hap-
pens every year to animals 
that were not vaccinated 
against it,” he said. 

The cattle have fallen ill and 
died in 10 villages in four com-
munes – Samrong, Tuol Sdei, 
Chantrea and Chres. After the 
case broke out, veterinary of-
ficials launched a campaign to 
treat and vaccinate cattle.  

Phearum called on cattle 
owners to take care of them 
and not let the animals loose 
in the rain because the disease 
might recur. He urged them to 

have their cattle vaccinated 
against diseases. 

“The district administration 
made a letter disseminating it to 
citizens in all villages and com-
munes.  Those cattle owners are 
required to monitor their ani-
mals’ health. Don’t let ill animals 
roam. They might disinfect the 
virus in cattle sheds and roads 
where theycross,” he said.

Sen Chanthy, the office head 
of livestock at the Department 
of Agriculture, Forestry and 
Fisheries in Svay Rieng, said 
he had distributed medicine 

for treating and vaccinating 
the cattle two weeks ago.  

“Our citizens’ awareness of 
taking care of their cattle re-
mains limited. When animals 
fall ill, they don’t tie them for 
treatment. But they let them 
loose to fields, thereby trans-
mitting the disease to other ani-
mals. They don’t vaccinate the 
cattle. But until now we have 
contained the spread,” he said.

He said officials will con-
duct further tests to deter-
mine if the cattle died from 
pasteurellosis.

Cultural relics crucial 
for ‘national identity’
Orm Bunthoeurn

T
HE General Depart-
ment of Cultural 
Technique at the 
Ministry of Culture 

and Fine Arts on Sunday ex-
pressed concerns that parts 
of Khmer history risk being 
forgotten if ancient temples, 
equipment and appliances 
dissolve without being re-
paired.

Director-general Hab Touch 
told The Post that ancient 
equipment made from cop-
per is part of the cultural heri-
tage of Khmer history. 

If the antiques are de-
stroyed, he said the next gen-
eration will be unable to ex-
plore their cultural heritage.

Touch added that the pres-
ervation of cultural heritage 
from ancestors is useful in 
reflecting on the nation and 
its ancestors.

“Those are very impor-
tant, a past that we keep to 
make the present richer. But 
if we get rid of that past, it 
will be difficult because it 
is one of the foundations of 
development.

“Development does not 
start from new innovation; 
it is based on its identity, its 
foundations, its culture, its 
society and its civilisation. 
Otherwise, we won’t know 
anything and we’ll lose our 
identity,” he said.

He stressed that the destruc-
tion of old antiques leads to 
the loss of knowledge.

“Commonly, antique things 
always embody identity and 
knowledge, including design 
techniques.

“It is observed that the foun-
dations of development may 
have come from the tech-
niques in building temples or 
other old achievements in the 

pagodas that were left behind 
for hundreds of years.

“Therefore, ancestor legacy 
shouldn’t be destroyed in or-
der to get a new one. It leaves 
development without a solid 
foundation,” Touch said.

He called on everyone 
to take care of the heritage 
legacy of the previous gen-
erations. He said it is the basis 
for them to understand what 
belongs to the ancestors.

Earlier this month, the Su-
preme Sangha Council – the 
Kingdom’s top monastic body 
– issued a letter calling for an 
end to the desecration of ar-
chaeological artefacts and the 
metal fragments in them.

It noted the custom of mix-
ing parts of or complete arte-
facts made of bronze, silver 
and gold with new metals 
and moulding them into 
new likenesses of Buddhas 
in pagodas.

National
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A buddha statue is made from copper at Tuol Khsach pagoda in Kampong Chhnang province. sam rith

Farmers are urged to vaccinate their cattle against diseases. fresh news

Children on smartphones ‘vulnerable’ 
Voun Dara

THE Cambodia National Council for Chil-
dren (CNCC) has found that some children 
in Cambodia who use smartphones are 
vulnerable to online sexual exploitation 
(OCSE) through websites, social media 
platforms and apps. 

Nhep Sopheap, the head of the CNCC 
General Secretariat, told The Post on Sun-
day that OCSE is a global issue that has 
different forms. It is a new concern that 
require the public, guardians, authorities 
and civil society organisations to solve. 

Children victimised by sexual exploita-
tion suffer physically and mentally. Most 
of them develop trust issues, hopeless-
ness and depression, have anxiety issues 
and blame themselves for everything.

Sopheap said: “OCSE is a new concern which 
has different pictures that we are not able to 
foresee due to evolution of technology.” 

The CNCC is concerned about this issue 
and is encouraging all ministries, civil 
society, and relevant parties to take part 
in protecting children by preventing 
OCSE, which Cambodian children faced 
in the past. The Ministry of Interior’s Anti-
Cyber Crime Department is taking meas-
ures to prevent the issue, Sopheap said. 

In Cambodia, OCSE has occurred, 
which is a great concern that requires 
immediate attention before the situa-
tion worsens, according to a joint press 
release published on August 15. 

Project coordinator for Terre des Hom-
mes Netherlands (TdH Netherlands) 
Country Office in Cambodia Men Van-
navy said a preliminary situation analy-

sis is being undertaken to stop OCSE.
According to the analysis, 80 per cent 

of almost 1,000 Cambodian children on 
smartphones surveyed said they do not 
feel completely safe on the internet. 

“The effort for the last few years did pay 
off and it must be continued to respond 
and prevent this issue in Cambodia,” 
Vannnavy said. 

Officials are concerned that smartphones can be gateways to exploitation. heng chivoan

Orm Bunthoeurn

A WOMAN from Samrong 
district in Oddar Meanchey 
province has filed a com-
plaint claiming a Cambodian 
border official demanded 400 
baht (52,000 riel, $12.72) for 
two chickens she had pur-
chased in Thailand.

The incident allegedly oc-
curred at the O’Smach inter-
national border checkpoint 
on Sunday when the woman, 
Chhum Samnang, asked 

someone to buy the chickens 
for her at a Thai market. 

She claims the border official, 
Sean Vanna, demanded the 
bribe to release the chickens. 

Samnang filed a complaint 
with the General Department 
of Immigration. 

“Even the person who 
bought the chickens from the 
market in Thailand tried to 
request he lower the price to 
100 baht per chicken, and he 
still did not agree. 

“He accused me of buy-

ing chickens illegally, but 
I bought them for a family 
farm,” Samnang said. 

She claimed that immigra-
tion police at the checkpoint 
did not enforce the law equal-
ly. Some people can import 
goods easily while lower-class 
citizens are threatened for 
money goods like vehicles, 
pigs, chickens and ice. 

Khong Tin, chief of the 
O’Smach border checkpoint 
said on Monday that he was 
not aware of the case.

Cattle disease spreads in Svay 
Rieng province, 17 cows dead

Border official accused of extortion



USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,098 1.3160 6.913 105.82 4.1755 1.3694 31.47 0.7181 1.1824 1.3104
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Trading informaTion on Cambodia SeCuriTieS exChange

Auction Trading Method (ATM)

no SToCk CloSing PriCe oPening PriCe high low

1 ABC 17,240 17,120 17,320 17,120

2 GTI 3,300 3,300 3,300 3,300

3 PAS 14,840 14,700 14,840 14,700

4 PEPC 3,480 3,510 3,530 3,450

5 PPAP 11,680 11,680 11,680 11,680

6 PPSP 2,070 2,300 2,300 2,070

7 PWSA 5,800 5,740 5,800 5,740

Date: August 24, 2020

tHaILaND’s Department of Inter-
national trade Promotion (DItP) is 
advising thai businesses to invest in 
coffee and milk tea products in Cam-
bodia, as it already has more than 800 
coffee shops nationwide and is show-
ing good potential for more.

DItP director-general somdet 
susomboon said: “Coffee and bubble 
tea are a big hit in Cambodia with 
more than 300 shops in Phnom Penh 
and 500 in other provinces.

“thai brands like amazon, Black 
Canyon, true Coffee, Inthanin, arabi-
tia, Doi Chang, Doi Lor and Chao Doi 
have become very popular, with thai 
coffee shops holding more than 45 per 
cent market share in Cambodia. ama-
zon is the biggest player after having 
opened 140 branches nationwide.”

Founded in 2002, Cafe amazon is a 
chain of coffeehouses owned by thai-
listed state-owned energy giant Ptt 
Pcl, which has operated in Cambodia 
since august 3, 2000 through Ptt 
(Cambodia) Ltd. Ptt petrol stations 
are often accompanied with a Cafe 
amazon outlet.

Ptt Cambodia managing director 
suthon Choothian previously told 
the Post that the first Cafe amazon 
outlet opened in Cambodia in 2013, 
with Ptt Cambodia becoming the 
franchiser of Cafe amazon in the 
Kingdom after it was granted a mas-
ter franchise in 2016.

somdet said foreign companies are 
also eyeing the Cambodian market, 
with starbucks opening its 20th 
branch in the country.

“Local brands like Brown Coffee are 
also strong players, making Cambo-
dia a promising market with the 
potential of high competition in the 
future,” he added.

DItP Cambodian Office director 
Jirawut suwanart said entrepreneurs 
wanting to set up coffee shops or bub-
ble milk-tea businesses in Cambodia 
can contact the office for details on 
documentation and regulations.

“thai businesses can enter the market 
in three ways – opening and managing 
the shop with 100-per cent-ownership, 
which is suitable for well-established 
brands; co-investing with a local inves-
tor, which is suitable for expanding into 
rural areas as the insight of locals will 
help secure the market; and the third is 
to sell franchise licence to locals.

“the last option is the cheapest with 
low financial risks, though brand own-
ers must ensure that franchisees main-
tain the product’s quality or they risk 
injuring the brand image,” Jirawut said. 
THE NATION (THAILAND)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

New law a boon for cassava exports
Thou Vireak  

t
HE government ap-
proved a draft law on 
the National Cassava 
Policy 2020-2025 in 

a bid to boost processing for 
export to international mar-
kets and attract investment 
to the industry.

the draft law was given 
the green light on august 14 
during a closed-door Cabi-
net meeting at the Coun-
cil of Ministers chaired by 
Prime Minister Hun sen.

the law aims to transform 
the Kingdom into a sustain-
able producer, processor 
and supplier of cassava for 
the regional and global mar-
ket, the government said in 
a press release.

the policy outlines three 
primary objectives – first, the 
transition from traditional or 
family-based cassava opera-
tions to commercial produc-
tion, as well as the application 
of agricultural techniques that 
enable farmers to earn high 
incomes and manage land to 
meet changing human needs, 
and brings them closer to cli-
mate-smart agriculture.

second, support for cassa-
va processors that can expe-
ditiously supply the market 
with value-added cassava 
products, as well as initia-
tives to draw in more invest-
ment in the sector.

third, creating and sus-
taining a competitive trade 
advantage through a uni-
fied inter-sectoral approach 

among entities relevant to 
exports by promoting mar-
ket penetration and dimen-
sions, streamlining trade 
processes and cutting un-
necessary costs.

uN Development Project 
(uNDP) resident represen-
tative in Cambodia Nick 
Beresford told The Post that 
National Cassava Policy 
2020-2025 sets a clear vi-
sion for the cassava sector to 
move up the value chain so 
more of the gains from this 
expanding sector are cap-
tured in the Kingdom.

He said the policy aims to 
strengthen cassava process-
ing capacity and to improve 
the quality of end products 

to supply the domestic mar-
ket, and to compete in inter-
national markets.

“to achieve this, the policy 
helps to match public and 
private investment, including 
farmers’ investments, to build 
a sustainable and inclusive 
value chain. this can bring 
about a focus on niche, high-
end products such as organic 
starch and sweetener.  

“the policy also encourag-
es investment in sustainable 
production by prioritising 
research and development 
of sustainable practices in 
the sector.

“these practices can sup-
port farmers to increase 
productivity and qual-

ity management to sell their 
products at higher prices.

“Finally, the policy will 
help to stimulate local pro-
duction by attracting both 
foreign and domestic invest-
ment for cassava processing 
industries,” he said. 

He highlight that Cambo-
dia currently exports cassava-
based products across the 
globe, with China, India and 
Italy being the primary im-
porters of Cambodia’s starch.

Other importers include 
the us, the Czech Republic, 
Netherlands, Vietnam, Paki-
stan, Belgium, Malaysia, ger-
many, the uK and Canada. 

He said: “the national cas-
sava policy is an important 

opportunity for Cambodia to 
focus on sustainable cassava 
production and to promote 
agro-industrial development 
that can strengthen both 
domestic and international 
demand for the country’s 
cassava-based products.”

today, cassava is one of 
Cambodia’s main agro-in-
dustrial exports, accounting 
for between three and four 
per cent of gross domestic 
product (gDP), the govern-
ment said.

a uNDP study in Novem-
ber found that investing in 
cassava can be more profit-
able than investing in the 
rice production, livestock, 
food and beverage, and 
tourism sectors. Direct fiscal 
gain from the cassava sec-
tor is estimated to be about 
$130 million over 10 years.

this is similar to the equiv-
alent figures for the rice, 
livestock and food produc-
tion sectors, but less than 
the $151 million contributed 
by tourism. 

the uNDP report said 
about $296 million is needed 
in a public investment pack-
age for the development of 
the Kingdom’s cassava sec-
tor, citing a lack of focus on 
domestic processing.

the Kingdom exported 
more than 3.29 million 
tonnes of cassava last year, 
ballooning 27 per cent from 
the 2.59 million tonnes in 
2018, the Ministry of agri-
culture, Forestry and Fisher-
ies reported.

tax collection revenue increases 10% in 2020
Hin Pisei

tHE general Department of taxation 
(gDt) collected $1.87789 billion in 
tax revenue in the first seven months 
of this year, up $165.46 million or 9.60 
per cent compared to the same peri-
od last year, its data show.

tax collection was buttressed by 
value-added tax and income tax rev-
enues, which climbed 3.17 and 22.71 
per cent during the period respec-
tively, and has reached 65.89 per cent 
of the 2020 target.

Last month alone, the gDt collected 
$194.13 million, down $16.22 million 
or 7.71 per cent from July last year.

gDt director-general Kong Vibol 
said the department is strictly and 
effectively implementing the govern-

ment’s in-depth reform policy and 
putting the required measures in 
place to fulfil this year’s $2.88583 bil-
lion tax revenue collection target.

He said steps taken to promote tax 
collection efficiency and revenue 
include enhancing the implementation 
of relevant laws on business registration 
via information technology (It) plat-
forms; streamlining tax registration and 
business information updates; and 
optimising the effectuation of govern-
ment tax facilitation arrangements in 
Covid-19-wracked areas.

additional measures involve perking 
up tax collection practices and optimis-
ing debt collection measures – in par-
ticular major tax liabilities – as well as 
raising awareness of and enhancing the 
implementation of the collection of 

property taxes, unused land taxes and 
road taxes for this year, he added.

“I wish to express my deep appre-
ciation and gratitude to the leader-
ship and tax officials at all levels at 
the general Department of taxation’s 
various operational units who are 
actively involved in efforts to profi-
ciently collect revenue.

“this marks a success and a collec-
tive achievement of the general 
Department of taxation as a whole,” 
said Vibol.

Royal academy of Cambodia eco-
nomics researcher Hong Vanak told 
The Post on sunday that tax collec-
tion in the Kingdom continues to 
climb, undaunted by the ongoing 
global Covid-19 crisis.

“From this perspective, I foresee 

that tax revenue in Cambodia from 
now on until the end of the year may 
stagnate or see a slight contraction.

“the government is introducing a 
number of new measures to help ease 
tax burden, especially in the tourism 
sector, which has caused the state to 
lose a chunk of tax revenue,” he said. 

at the same time, he said, authori-
ties must strive to be more accurate 
and transparent in tax collection to 
improve the efficiency in tax revenue 
collection management.

the gDt collected $2.819 billion in 
tax revenue last year, exceeding the 
annual target by $530 million or 23.20 
per cent, its 2019 Results and 2020 
Implementation Plan report said on 
January 21. this was 28.28 per cent 
higher than 2018’s $2.197 billion.

thai bubble 
tea and coffee 
brands ‘hits’ 
in Cambodia 

Cassava traders hope the law will transform the Kingdom into a sustainable producer, processor and 
supplier of cassava for the regional and global market. HENg cHIvOAN
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jewellery and gem fair.
Lim Heng, vice-president of 

the Cambodian Chamber of 
Commerce, told The Post on 
Monday that the increase in 
exports and imports of jewel-
lery and precious stones 
reflects that Cambodia is a 
country with improved living 
standards as well as the ability 
to process and have a wide 
market. With this growth, he 
said the number of companies 
investing in gold and gem-
mining is also growing.

“this growth shows that the 
Cambodian economy is 
improving as the number of 
jewellery and gemstone 
processing companies is 

increasing accordingly,” he said.
In Cambodia, there are cur-

rently a number of diamond 
processing companies operat-
ing to export to foreign mar-
kets, Heng said.

Currently, two large gold 
mining companies are operat-
ing in the northeastern part of 
the country, including India-
based gold mining company 
Mesco gold.

Mesco gold has been licensed 
to operate in Ratanakkiri prov-
ince in anticipation of refining 
gold later this year.

australian-listed Emerald 
Resources is developing the 
Okvau gold project in Mon-
dulkiri province and plans to 
extract gold for the first time in 
the second quarter of 2021.

‘Expanding jewellery, 
precious stone exports 
reflects economic boom’

Cambodian company named 
insurance start-up of the year
May Kunmakara

C
aMBODIa-based CB general 
Insurance Plc was selected as 
the Insurance start-up of the 
Year at the prestigious Insur-

ance asia awards 2020 for their insurtech-
related innovations to provide services to 
customers, it announced on sunday.

the award recognises CB Insurance’s 
determination in navigating industry 
challenges to deliver new value and in-
novation, it said.

Now in its fifth annual edition, the In-
surance asia awards celebrate the most 
outstanding insurance firms in asia-Pa-
cific that respond strategically to market 
challenges, maximise client satisfaction 
and stakeholder value, and maintain 
healthy revenues.

this year, more than 70 insurance com-
panies from 22 countries won awards.

CB Insurance general manager Bun 
Chanmakara said it was quite an ac-
complishment to receive the prestigious 
award from such a well-known institution 
as a company representing the Kingdom.

she said: “this award is a great recogni-
tion of the achievements and efforts of our 
young team. We are committed to bring-
ing new technology and new business 
models to the Cambodian market, and to 
continuously contribute to the growth of 
the Cambodia insurance industry. 

“We will maximise the potential of 
insurtech in the Cambodian market 
wherein products and services can be 
easily accessed from the comfort of one’s 
home. We also look forward to more 
milestones, achievements and more 
awards for our team at CB Insurance.”

CB Insurance developed the CB Mobile 
app in December, which introduced the 
use of convenient medical e-cards, replac-
ing the traditional physical card, it said.

the app provides customers with easy ac-
cess to the particulars of their policies, and 
allows them to upgrade to other plans and 
locate partner clinics and hospitals, it added.

the insurance sector in Cambodia 
earned $133.5 million in premiums in the 
first half of this year, up 12.1 per cent com-
pared to the $119.1 million in the same 
time last year, data from the Insurance 
association of Cambodia (IaC) show.

Of that, general insurance premiums 
accounted for $57.9 million (up 17.5 per 
cent year-on-year), life insurance premi-
ums $72.8 million (up 9.7 per cent) and 

micro-insurance premiums $2.8 million 
(down 17.7 per cent).

the surge in general insurance segment 
revenue was buoyed by a 67 per cent 
year-on-year rise in income from prop-
erty insurance – especially in the marine, 
aircraft and transport sub-segments – 
engineering insurance (up 27 per cent), 
health insurance (up 20 per cent), fire 
insurance (up 12.2 per cent) and vehicle 
insurance (up 11.2 per cent).

the insurance sector paid out around 
$15.4 million in claims in the first half of 
the year, he said. general insurance ac-
counted for $11.5 million, life insurance 
$3.4 million and micro-insurance $0.5 
million, the Ministry of Economy and 
Finance reported.

CB Insurance general manager Bun Chanmakara (centre). cb insurance

aBa Bank, tsC tech centre
ink Mou on start-up support
May Kunmakara

tHE state-run techo startup 
Center (tsC) and private 
financial institution advanced 
Bank of asia Ltd (aBa Bank) 
on august 14 signed a Memo-
randum of understanding 
(Mou) on cooperation to sup-
port financial technology (fin-
tech) start-ups and build a 
sound innovation ecosystem 
for the Kingdom’s budding 
technological advances.

aBa Bank said it will provide 
its PayWay payment solutions 
to tsC-backed projects and 
start-up initiatives under the 
Mou and will enable access to 
its PayWay sandbox environ-
ment for testing and innova-
tion purposes.

It said: “For its part, tsC will 
introduce and prioritise Pay-
Way from aBa Bank as the pre-
ferred online payment method 
for its projects and initiatives 
and will actively work with aBa 
to boost the growth of online 
payments, start-up ecosystems 
and the fintech landscape of 
the country.”

tsC executive director taing 
Nguonly lauded the alliance, 
saying it reflects the centre’s 
ambitions of setting up the dig-
ital-payment infrastructure 
required for the development of 
the Kingdom’s digital start-ups.

He said: “this Mou will foster 
the learning by doing on all sides 
of digital start-ups and innova-
tors to obtain first-hand digital 
payment empirical evidence on 

the benefits of their product/
services development.

“With PayWay’s rich set of 
aPIs [application programming 
interfaces] and sDKs [software 
development kits], we are excit-
ed to see this collaboration can 
help fuel additional innovation 
of our start-up members.”

aBa Bank chief digital offic-
er Zokhir Rasulov noted that 
the deal would provide his 
bank’s digital payment serv-
ices more exposure to the bur-
geoning tech start-up scene.

He said: “We are glad to 
cooperate with techo startup 
Center in providing access to 
our cutting-edge online pay-
ment gateway to tech entre-
preneurs and allow them to 
apply it with their ideas.

“We believe this collabora-
tion will offer holistic support 

for tsC tenants to explore and 
move their ideas forward to 
build successful businesses in 
the digital era.”

tsC is based in the Royal 
university of Phnom Penh 
(RuPP) on Russian Federation 
Boulevard (street 110) in tuol 
Kork district’s teuk La’ak I 
commune in the capital and is 
operated by the Ministry of 
Economy and Finance.

the government issued a sub-
decree establishing the centre 
as a public administrative insti-
tution on July 6, following a soft-
launch in april last year.

aBa Bank said the tsC’s cen-
tral objective is to nurture 
“young Cambodians toward 
entrepreneurships and inno-
vative capabilities in emerging 
technologies and digital plat-
forms”.

The government issued a sub-decree establishing TSC as a public 
administrative institution on July 6, following a soft-launch in April last 
year. suPPLieD

Cambodia earned $ 1.3 billion from the export of jewellery and precious 
stones in the first six months of this year. hOnG Menea



SINGAPORE-based antibody discov-
ery firm Hummingbird Bioscience Pte 
Ltd is drawing attention from South 
Korean investors for its computation-
al systems biology-driven drug candi-
date discovery technology.

“We have secured more than $65 mil-
lion in investments for our company 
[and] are seeing increasing interest from 
South Korea-based venture and asset 
firms,” Hummingbird Bioscience CEO 
Piers Ingram (pictured) said in an email 
interview with The Korea Herald.

The growing list of South Korean 
investors in Hummingbird include 
SK Holdings, Mirae Asset 
Capital, GNTech Ven-
ture Capital, HB 
Investment, DA 
Value-GiltEdge, 
Kiwoom Invest-
ment-Shinhan 
Capital  and 
Wooshin Venture 
Investment.

SK Holdings 
joined the band-
wagon in May as 
the lead investor 
in Hummingbird’s 
$6.5 million Series B 
extension funding. 
The Series B exten-
sion was a follow-
up to the 

Series B funding, and was intended 
to enlarge the total funding size to 
$25 million in order to accommodate 
the over-subscription.

Ingram said: “We view SK Holdings 
as not merely an investor, but a stra-
tegic partner that shares our long-
term vision to revolutionise treatment 
outcomes and drug discovery.”

Other key investors in the com-
pany outside of the South Korean 
ventures are Singapore-based Her-
itas Capital, SEEDS Enterprise, as 
well as Decheng Capital and Delian 
Capital from China.

Hummingbird was founded in 
2015 in Singapore by Ingram 

and chief scientific officer 
Jerome Boyd-Kirkup.

Ingram, a British scien-
tist, had been at Sanofi 
for its biopharma 
research and develop-

ment consulting and 
commercial strategy.

He decided to co-
found Humming-
bird wishing to apply 

advances in systems 
biology and immunol-

ogy to novel drug discov-
ery and development.

Singapore was 
the location of 

choice because 
of the Sin-

gapo-

rean government’s drive to support 
and create a robust ecosystem for bio-
science companies, he said.

At Hummingbird, some 30 systems 
biology specialists currently study nov-
el antibody drugs that can selectively 
dock on malignant tumours and deter 
them from progressing in to tumours.

Hummingbird’s platform technol-
ogy is called Rational Antibody Dis-
covery, which predicts the structure 
of a protein and selects the optimal 
area for a drug to bind.

The data-heavy, computational 
method is a differentiated approach 
from traditional medicine which had 
relied on fortuitous findings and 
years of trial-and-error.

Ingram said: “At Hummingbird, we use 
systems biology to understand how a 
particular system has become dysregu-
lated and is now resulting in disease.

“We have developed our platform 
technologies through data-rich, sys-
tem-driven manners to discover and 
engineer therapies – for example by 
turning on or off a particular signalling 
pathway, or engaging and re-purpos-
ing cell populations that may be 
present in the disease environment.”

He said systems biology is a modern 
approach to biology that many young-
er scientists are gravitating toward.

In this field of science, researchers 
take highly accurate measurements 
of the tens of thousands of different 
and constantly changing parameters 
that make up a biological system.

Contrary to the archaic, reductionist 
research method that had taken 
researchers several years to study the 
effects of a single gene or cell type, 
Hummingbird can “systematically and 
precisely prosecute drug targets and 

engineer therapies”, Ingram said.
Hummingbird currently has two anti-

bodies that it will submit regulatory 
documents in the fourth quarter to ini-
tiate phase 1 clinical trial in humans.

These two pipelines are HMBD-001 
and HMBD-002, which respectively 
target HER3-driven cancer and VIS-
TA, a co-inhibitory immune check-
point receptor that suppresses T-cell 
activity and plays a critical role in the 
formation of tumours.

Ingram said: “With these lead pro-
grammes entering the clinics, we see 
ourselves evolving as a company from 
one that is solely focused on discovery 
to one that is driving both discovery and 
research and clinical development.”

For HMBD-001, it is collaborating 
with Cancer Research UK. Humming-
bird also has partnerships with Amgen 
for multiple undisclosed targets, and has 
received a grant from Cancer Prevention 
and Research Institute of Texas to 
advance HMBD-002 to clinical trials.

Hummingbird has a pipeline of 12 
preclinical assets that are “highly dif-
ferentiated”, and “first-in-class or best-
in-class drug candidates across multiple 
therapeutic areas including cancer, 
autoimmunity and infectious disease”.

Hummingbird is in the midst of 
rapid expansion and hiring, both in 
Asia and in the US. Besides its Singa-
pore headquarters, Hummingbird 
has locations in Houston, Texas and 
San Francisco, California. 

As the company grows, it appears 
certain that it will be raising addi-
tional capital.

Ingram said: “We do not rule out a 
public listing in the future, depending 
on market conditions and other factors.” 
THE KOREA HERALD/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

HOA Phat Hung Yen Steel Co 
Ltd, a subsidiary of leading 
Vietnamese steel manufac-
turer Hoa Phat Group JSC, 
has signed a number con-
tracts to export high-quality 
rolled steel branded SAE to 
African markets.

The signing marks the 
group’s success in opening 
new export markets.

As scheduled, the first 
shipments with a total vol-
ume of nearly 30,000 tonnes 
will be transported to Kenya 
and Ghana in September and 
October this year.

The steel manufacturer 
shipped 160,000 tonnes of 
high-quality rolled steel to 
foreign markets in the first 
seven months of this year, 
up 2.3 times compared to the 
same period last year, and 
35.5 per cent higher than the 
total output of SAE products 
exported in the whole last 
year.

Major export markets of 
Hoa Phat steel included Cam-
bodia, the US, Japan, Canada, 
China, Australia, South Korea, 
Taiwan, Thailand, Malaysia, 
Indonesia, Brunei, the Philip-
pines and Singapore.

Along with ready-to-use 
steel, Hoa Phat also sold one 
million tonnes of steel billets 
for construction in the seven 
months.

The completion of Hoa Phat 
Dung Quat port made great 
contributions to the trans-
port of Hoa Phat steel, thus 
promoting its sales. Recently, 
the port received a 176,000 
tonne vessel, the biggest of its 
kind it had ever served.

Cambodia was the largest 
market last year, to which Hoa 
Phat shipped 151,000 tonnes 
of steel, accounting for more 
than 50 per cent of its total 
export volume. The Kingdom 
ordered 70,000 tonnes of steel 
from the company in 2018.

The company has high-
lighted the importance of the 
Cambodian market. Its prox-
imity to Vietnam helps reduce 
transportation costs, while 
the Kingdom’s steel industry’s 
current inability to keep up 
with demand presents a fruit-
ful opportunity for the firm.

On the Ho Chi Minh Stock 
Exchange, Hoa Phat Group’s 
(HPG’s) share price surged 
150 dong (0.65 US cents) 
or 1.04 per cent to close at 
24,350 dong ($1.05) on Mon-
day for a market capitalisa-
tion of 80.68 trillion dong, 
with 8.97 million shares 
traded. VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS 

NETWORK

VN’s Hoa Pha steel 
sets export hopes 
on African markets

Cambodian sugar shipments 
not so sweet, fall almost 50%
Thou Vireak 

C
AMBODIA exported 
$18.95 million worth 
of sugar products in 
the first half of this 

year, down 43.89 per cent from 
$33.79 million in the year-ago 
period, General Department of 
Customs and Excise data show.

Ministry of Commerce 
spokesman Seang Thay said 
the Kingdom’s sugar products 
include cane and beet sugar, 
chemically pure sucrose (in 
solid form) and raw sugar not 
containing added flavouring 
or colouring matter.

It also shipped other sugars, 
such as chemically pure lac-
tose, maltose, glucose, sugar 
confectionery (including white 
chocolate) not containing co-
coa, he added.

Kampong Speu Palm Sugar 
Promotion Association (KSPS-
PA) president Sam Saroeun 
told The Post on Monday that 
100 tonnes of Kampong Speu 
palm sugar, a GI product, had 
been exported following the 
2019-2020 harvest season, 
similar to the year before.

The crop starts annually in 
December and runs through to 
June the following year, he said.

“This harvest season, our 
producers will not be able 
to fully keep up with the 200 
tonnes of market demand do-

mestically and internation-
ally,” Saroeun said.

In a move to meet the needs 
of the export market, he said 
KSPSPA will increase its produc-
er membership from 100 to 150.

“The association has been 
promoting the Kampong 
Speu palm sugar brand to 
local consumers to prevent 
counterfeiting,” he said.

He said companies pur-
chase the sugar from mem-
bers at 6,000 riel ($1.50) per 
kg, a similar rate to last year.

According to Saroeun, 10 
companies export palm sugar 
to 25 countries, with the EU tak-
ing the lion’s share, followed by 
China, South Korea and Japan.

During a visit to a Phnom 
Penh Sugar Co Ltd factory 
production line in Decem-
ber, Minister of Agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries Veng 
Sakhon said the plant has the 
daily capacity to refine 1,000 
tonnes of sugar and produce 
1,000 tonnes of raw sugar.

Raw sugar contains a little 

molasses, which tints the 
crystals a beige colour.

Today, Sakhon said, the do-
mestic market and Vietnam 
are the company’s largest des-
tinations. “The company plans 
to further ramp up exports to 
overseas markets,” he said.

Phnom Penh Sugar is head-
ed by prominent local tycoon 
Ly Yong Phat. It has invested 
more than $200 million in its 
sugar refining facility at its 
plantation in Kampong Speu 
province.

Phnom Penh Sugar Co Ltd has invested more than $200 million in its sugar refining facility at its plantation in 
Kampong Speu province. HONG MENEA

Myanmar-ASEAN 
trade hits $9.9B 
in nine months

TRADE between Myanmar and oth-
er ASEAN countries topped $9.9 
billion in the first nine months of 

Myanmar fiscal year 2019-2020, Xinhua 
News Agency reported, citing data from 
the Myanmar Ministry of Commerce.

Between October 1 and June 31, Myan-
mar exported more than $3.6 billion 
worth of goods to ASEAN countries and 
imported over $6.3 billion.

Thailand, Singapore and Malaysia 
topped the list of Myanmar trade partners 
in ASEAN, logging bilateral trade volumes 
of $3.9 billion, $3.3 billion and $1 billion 
respectively, ministry data show.

Next on the list were Indonesia ($936.5 
million), Vietnam ($609.47 million), the 
Philippines ($122.74 million), Cambodia 
($25.7 million), Laos ($1.3 million) and 
Brunei ($0.31 million).

Myanmar mainly exported agricul-
tural and fishery products, minerals 
and manufacturing goods and imported 
capital goods, intermediate goods and 
consumer goods, Xinhua reported.

Myanmar exported $17.07 million worth 
of goods to Cambodia last year, according 
to the UN Comtrade database on inter-
national trade. The World Bank reported 
that Myanmar exported $8.33 million in 
2018 and imported $2.54 million.

At a meeting with Minister of Foreign 
Affairs and International Cooperation 
Prak Sokhonn in October, Myanmar 
ambassador to Cambodia and former 
ambassador to North Korea (2015-2019) 
Thit Linn Ohn discussed diplomatic rela-
tions and boosting bilateral trade and 
investment.

Ministry undersecretary of state Tuot 
Panha told media that the ambassador 
had shown a keen interest in importing 
agricultural products, especially Kampot 
pepper. PATROcINIO RIVERA
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from throngs of South Korean investors



Q With lockdowns easing,  
can we expect a return  

to normality?
The Covid-19 crisis has 

brought about unwelcome 
changes to the world, from 
travel, to supply, to ways of do-
ing business, and for those who 
had hoped that once lockdowns 
were over, everything would 
immediately return to normal – 
it won’t. This must be accepted, 
and moving forward, real estate 
professionals will have to reas-
sess strategies and plans across 
the board.

Q What changes have there 
been since the global 

lockdown?
International travel has 

diminished to a trickle, and the 
hospitality industry has therefore 
been hit tremendously hard as 
would-be investors in Cambodia 
have dried up. Projects under 
construction have either slowed 
or stopped. 

In the residential sector, just 
look on social media and witness 
the number of condominium 
and borey developers offering 
huge discounts to buyers. In the 
office sector, with a new supply 
of completed buildings on the 
market, developers will be open 
to negotiate deals. 

With many small to medi-
um-sized enterprises (SMEs) 
having had to hand back 
their business to landlords, 
those that have managed to 
negotiate rental reductions 
have been able to stay 
afloat. Businesses with a firm 
financial footing have tempo-
rarily closed operations, wisely 
using this time to renovate their 
properties and preparing for 
better times ahead.

Q How will this affect the 
condo market?

While we have seen new 
developments breaking ground 
recently, the actual com-
mencement of construction is 
dependent on pre-sales, and as 
the condo market has largely 
targeted overseas buyers, they 
are not in abundance due to the 
current pandemic. 

We can therefore anticipate 
construction rates to slow down 
or even stall until the market 
picks up.

Q Are recent developments 
cause for optimism?

Most governments across the 
world have had to implement 
lockdowns and travel restrictions 
internally and externally. Here in 
Cambodia, while travel restric-
tions have been eased, virus 
checks and quarantining are part 
of the new 
reality 
that visi-
tors will 
have to 
comply 
with. 

It was 
recently 

reported that foreigners looking 
to invest in Cambodia will not 
have to pay the fee for entry 
as long as they are virus-free. 
While this is a positive step, 
don’t expect investors to im-
mediately come back in their 
droves as this will take time.

Q What should tenants and 
landlords do?

Take a deep breath is the 
answer. However, those tenants 
and landlords who have worked 
together on rental reductions 

will have to review the 
agreement every few 
months until such times 
the situation starts to 
improve. 

Existing landlords 
need to understand 
that real estate values 
have decreased in 
some cases by as 
much as 50 per cent 
and the rental levels 
of prior to the crisis 

can no longer be achieved,  
especially now there is a dearth 
of would-be lessees, a glut  
of rentable properties and  
no tourists.

Q Which sector has been  
hardest hit?

No sector will walk away un-
scathed, and what has become 
apparent is Cambodia’s need for 
continued FDI, both large and 
small, and tourism. One of the 
main weaknesses of the tourism 
sector here is that Cambodia is 
often just a one-off destination 
for most tourists – once expe-
rienced never to be revisited – 
and this needs to change. 

The opening of regional 
airports and the development of 
ports will help with this in the 
long term as greater diversity 
in the Kingdom’s tourism is 
much needed, not just the usual 
Phnom Penh to Siem Reap for 
Angkor Wat and then back 
home.

Hotels, guesthouses and 
hostels – all dependent on tour-
ism – are suffering most. Prior to 
the pandemic, some places were 
already under pressure due to an 
increase in rents, coupled with 
declining rates of room occu-
pancy as it was becoming quite 
competitive between like-for-like 
accommodation. 

This is why we have seen 
so many operators both large 
and small handing back their 
businesses or temporarily closing 
due to the pandemic. 

In the short to medium term, 
such businesses need to look 
at long-term rentals, such as 
offering attractive “staycation” 
packages with many additional 
extras included – be it the use of 
a pool, free Wi-Fi, free cleaning, 
free laundry, free breakfast etc – 
that can make it more attractive 
to tempt locals and expats who 
may be leasing an apartment 
and paying all the associated 
costs on top. 

Q What does the  
future hold?

While there are no easy 
answers here, every downturn is 
good for planning, reassessing 
and buying.

The residential sector will see 
a competitive price war, while the 
office sector will have more sup-
ply than tenants. Therefore, while 
companies can plan for the future 
and obtain new office space, and 
homebuyers can demand more 
when purchasing, small busi-
nesses will struggle unless they 
have a strong client base, with 
hospitality being the hardest hit 
until visitors return in number.

It will take months if not years 
before the market strengthens, 
and the sooner the realisation 
is accepted that the real estate 
sector has shifted from a seller’s 
market to a buyer’s market, the 
sooner the market can rebound. 
The key now will be to target 
internal consumers wherever 
possible. 

 www.phnompenhpost.com/post-focus

Real estate sector ‘shift’ a time to 
reassess: Asian Business Brokers 

Many operators have handed back their businesses; (inset) Naim Khan-Turk, Asian Business Brokers’ Cambodia representative. post staff

The hospitality industry has been hit hard as investors have dried up. post staff Khan-Turk anticipates construction rates slowing. Hean Rangsey

real estate

With the global economy reeling from 
the effects of the Covid-19 pandemic, 
Naim Khan-Turk, Asian Business Brokers’ 
Cambodia representative, advises that 
the acceptance of a seismic shift in the 
Kingdom’s real estate sector is key to 
market recovery. Asian Business Brokers 
provides services for the buying, selling 
and renting of commercial property  
and land throughout Cambodia.  
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More medical 
checks for 
Japan PM as 
health a concern

JAPAN’S Prime Minister Shinzo Abe 
on Monday said he had undergone 
more medical tests but declined to 

provide details, a week after a first hospi-
tal visit that fuelled growing speculation 
about his health.

Abe cut short his first term in office 
in part because of crippling health 
problems linked to ulcerative colitis, an 
ailment he said he had overcome when 
he returned to power in 2012.

But in recent weeks, reports have 
suggested that the 65-year-old prime 
minister is ill again, with tabloids claim-
ing he has been vomiting blood and even 
confidants publicly saying he needed rest.

Abe arrived back at his office on Mon-
day afternoon after several hours at the 
hospital in Tokyo, but offered little detail 
on his condition.

He told reporters: “Today, I received 
detailed explanations about the results 
of the tests from last week, and I had 
additional tests.

“By taking full care of my health, I 
would like to continue to work hard.”

He declined to be drawn further on the 
nature of the tests conducted last week or 
on Monday, but suggested he might speak 
publicly about them at “a later time”.

Earlier, Japanese government spokes-
man Yoshihide Suga downplayed specu-
lation about Abe’s health.

He said: “I see him every day and I don’t 
see any change in him.”

When asked whether Abe would serve 
out his term through September next 
year, Suga said: “The additional tests are 
being done to achieve that end.”

Even before his hospital visit last week, 
there were questions about whether Abe 
was sick, with commentators noting he has 
not held a full press conference in weeks 
despite rising criticism of the government’s 
handling of the coronavirus outbreak.

Abe’s health has haunted him in the 
past. In 2007, he resigned just a year into 
his first term as prime minister, citing 
health problems in part.

He was diagnosed with ulcerative coli-
tis, an inflammatory bowel condition, and 
spent months being treated in hospital.

On his return to office in 2012, Abe said 
he had overcome the condition. AFP

World
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thousands in Belarus protest to 
demand Lukashenko step down
t

ENs of thousands of dem-
onstrators massed in cen-
tral Minsk on sunday to 
demand the resignation of 

Belarusian President alexander Lu-
kashenko, who flew over the scene 
of the banned protest in a helicopter 
and called the marchers “rats”.

the authoritarian leader, shown 
later clutching an automatic rifle 
upon landing at his central Minsk 
residence, has ordered the military 
into full combat readiness in the 
face of the biggest challenge to his 
26-year rule of the ex-soviet state.

“they fled like rats,” Lukashenko 
said in a presidential video taken 
during the evening helicopter flight 
with his 15-year-old son Nikolai after 
the protest had largely broken up.

He has previously dispatched his 
notorious riot police to disperse ral-
lies that erupted after he claimed a 
sixth term with 80 per cent of the 
vote in an election two weeks ago 
that the opposition says was rigged.

But with rain on sunday evening, 
the protesters appeared to break up 
voluntarily without any clashes with 
the riot police, the latest of many 
peaceful showdowns.

Crowds of protesters carrying the 
red-and-white flag of the opposi-
tion earlier flooded Independence 
square and marched through the 
capital chanting “freedom” and “we 
will not forget, we will not forgive” 
as passing cars honked in support.

“We have just two demands – fair 
elections and stop the violence,” 32-
year-old Igor told aFP.

Officials had warned Belarusians 
against participating in “illegal dem-
onstrations” and local news outlets 
published footage showing water can-
non and riot police with shields mov-
ing towards Independence square.

the defence ministry said it would 
intervene to protect “sacred” World 
War II memorials and several metro 
stations in Minsk were closed.

Opposition-leaning media said more 
than 100,000 protesters had convened 
in the capital for the second sunday 

in a row and smaller demonstrations 
were also reported in provincial cities.

In solidarity, demonstrators in 
neighbouring Lithuania formed a 
human chain from Vilnius to the 
Belarus border, three decades after 
residents of the Baltic states joined 
hands and linked their capital cities 
to protest soviet rule.

the Eu has rejected the election 
results and vowed to sanction Belar-
usians responsible for ballot fraud 
and a police crackdown that has 
seen nearly 7,000 people arrested, 
with allegations of gruesome torture 
and abuse in police custody.

top Eu diplomat Josep Borrell 
warned that Belarus should not be al-
lowed to become a “second ukraine” 
and said it was necessary to deal 
with the 65-year-old Lukashenko, 
Europe’s longest serving leader.

Outgoing Organisation for se-
curity and Cooperation in Europe 
(OsCE) chairman Edi Rama also of-
fered to mediate a resolution to the 
crisis, in a letter obtained by aFP to 
his successor swedish Minister of 
Foreign affairs ann Linde.

the man branded “Europe’s last 
dictator” has brushed aside the calls 
to go, dismissed the possibility of 
holding a new vote and instructed 
his security services to quell unrest 
and secure the borders.

a video released by the presidency 
showed Lukashenko holding an auto-
matic rifle and wearing body armour 
when the touring helicopter brought 
him back to his official residence.

aFP photographs showed a number 
of demonstrators gathered in the eve-
ning opposite law enforcement officers 
guarding his residence known as Inde-
pendence Palace, but correspondents 
said they massed there only briefly.

Lukashenko’s judiciary opened a 
criminal investigation into the oppo-
sition’s Coordination Council that is 
seeking new elections and the peace-
ful transition of power, after he said 
opponents wanted to “seize power”.

the former collective farm boss 
ordered the military into full combat 
readiness during an army inspection 
near the border with the Eu on sat-
urday and warned about NatO troop 
“stirrings” in neighbouring countries.

Lukashenko said: “the fatherland 
is now in danger. We cannot joke.”

Lithuanian President gitanas 
Nauseda said Lukashenko was try-
ing to “divert attention” from the un-
rest at home, while NatO dismissed 
the claims as baseless.

the unlikely leader of Belarus’s 
opposition, 37-year-old svetlana 
tikhanovskaya, fled to Vilnius fear-
ing reprisals for mounting the great-
est challenge to Lukashenko and 
claiming election victory.

In an interview with aFP ahead 
of saturday’s demonstrations, she 
urged protesters to continue to ex-
ert pressure, saying it was “impor-
tant to continue to be united in the 
struggle for the rights”.

the authorities have to under-
stand “we are not a protest move-
ment . . . we are a majority and we 
will not step away. We are not afraid 
of them anymore.”

Lukashenko’s opponents have or-
ganised strikes and the largest protests 
in the country’s recent history, but 
fewer workers at state-run factories 
– usually a bastion of support for Lu-
kashenko – have continued to strike.

activists have cited pressure from 
the authorities, and Lukashenko has 
threatened from Monday to shut 
down production lines where work-
ers have put down their tools.

staff at state-run media outlets 
have also staged walkouts and Lu-
kashenko admitted this week that 
journalists from Russia had been 
flown in to replace them.

Russia, his powerful ally, has warned 
European leaders against interfering 
in Belarus and the Kremlin has said it 
would intervene if necessary.

us Deputy secretary of state ste-
phen Biegun will visit Lithuania as 
part of a trip next week that will also 
include a stop in Russia for talks on 
the election fallout.

Lukashenko’s army inspection on 
saturday came ahead of large-scale 
military exercises planned on the 
border with the Eu between august 
28 and 31. AFP

New Zealand mosque shooter unfazed by survivor stories
tHE white supremacist who murdered 
51 Muslims in last year’s New Zealand 
mosques shooting showed no emo-
tion on Monday as distraught survi-
vors confronted him in court with 
harrowing accounts of the atrocity.

at the opening of the sentencing 
hearing in a Christchurch courtroom, 
prosecutors revealed chilling details 
of a meticulously planned attack in 
which Brenton tarrant wanted “to 
have shot more people than he did”.

With the australian gunman face-to-
face with the bereaved families and 
wounded for the first time, survivors 
told of hiding under bodies, of forgiving 
tarrant, and of living with the sound of 
an automatic rifle ringing in their ears.

Held amid tight security with snip-
ers positioned on downtown rooftops, 
the hearing was told how on March 
15 last year the heavily-armed tarrant 
opened fire on men, women and chil-
dren, ignoring pleas for help and 
driving over one body as he moved 

from one mosque to the next.
When he saw three-year-old Mucad 

Ibrahim clinging to his father’s leg, 
tarrant killed him “with two precise-
ly aimed shots”, prosecutor Barnaby 
Hawes told the court.

tarrant has pleaded guilty to 51 charg-
es of murder, 40 of attempted murder 
and one of terrorism after storming into 
two mosques in Christchurch, with the 
rampage ending when police stopped 
him as he travelled to a third.

Lawyers expect the 29-year-old to 
be the first person jailed for life with-
out parole in New Zealand.

Wearing grey prison clothing and 
surrounded in the dock by three 
police officers, the 29-year-old 
remained silent, occasionally looking 
around the room, as Hawes delivered 
a chilling summary of facts.

Hawes said: “He [tarrant] admitted 
going into both mosques intending 
to kill as many people as he could.

“He stated that he wanted to have 

shot more people than he did and 
was on the way to another mosque 
in ashburton to carry out another 
attack when he was stopped.

“In his interview, the defendant 
referred to his attacks as ‘terror attacks’.

“He further stated the attacks were 
motivated by his ideological beliefs 
and he intended to instil fear into those 
he described as ‘invaders’, including 
the Muslim population or more gener-
ally non-European immigrants.”

“He stated that he wanted to have 
shot more people than he did and was 
on the way to another mosque in ash-
burton to carry out another attack 
when he was stopped,” he said.

abdiaziz ali Jama, a 44-year-old 
somali refugee, saw her brother-in-
law Muse awale shot dead, and said 
she continued to suffer trauma.

“I see the images and I hear the 
constant sound rata-rata-rata – the 
sound of the gun shooting – in my 
head,” said Jama.

“I have flashbacks, seeing dead 
bodies all around me. Blood every-
where,” added a son of ashraf ali, 
another victim.

gamal Fouda, the al-Noor mosque 
Imam, said he was standing in the pul-
pit “and saw the hate in the eyes of a 
brainwashed terrorist” before telling 
tarrant: “Your hatred is unnecessary.”

the court was told tarrant arrived 
in New Zealand in 2017 and based 
himself in Dunedin, 360km south of 
Christchurch, where he built up a col-
lection of high-powered firearms and 
purchased more than 7,000 rounds 
of ammunition.

two months before the attack, he 
drove to Christchurch and flew a 
drone over the al-Noor mosque, film-
ing the grounds and buildings, 
including entrances and exits, with 
detailed notes about travelling 
between mosques.

On Friday, March 15, 2019 he left his 
Dunedin address and drove to 

Christchurch armed with a range of 
high-powered weapons on which he 
had written references to historic bat-
tles, figures of the Crusades and more 
recent terror attacks and symbols.

He had ammunition pre-loaded 
into magazines, a camera mounted 
on his helmet to record the attacks 
and modified petrol containers “to 
burn down the mosques and said he 
wished he had done so”, Hawes said.

In the minutes leading up to the 
storming of the al-Noor mosque, he 
sent his radical 74-page manifesto to an 
extremist website, alerted his family to 
what he was about to do and sent emails 
containing threats to attack the mosques 
to numerous media agencies.

tarrant is representing himself at 
the hearing. Judge Cameron Mander 
has imposed reporting restrictions to 
prevent him using the court as a plat-
form for extremist views.

Mander is expected to hand down 
a sentence on thursday. AFP

A video released by the presidency showed Belarusian President Lukashenko holding 
an automatic rifle and wearing body armour when the touring helicopter brought him 
back to his official residence. BELTA/AFP
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ROHINgYa in Myanmar’s con-
flict-wracked Rakhine state 
expressed fears on sunday of a 
coronavirus outbreak reaching 
their overcrowded camps, after 
a spate of infections sent the 
state capital into lockdown.

Nearly 130,000 Rohingya 
Muslims live in what am-
nesty International describes 
as “apartheid” conditions in 
camps around sittwe.

the city has recorded 48 
cases in the past week, mak-
ing up more than 10 per cent 
of the about 400 cases so far 
registered in Myanmar.

Rohingya Kyaw Kyaw said: 
“We are extremely worried 
about the virus because we 
are living in limbo and it won’t 
be easy to control.”

authorities visited the thae 
Chaung camp this week to 
talk about social distancing – 
an impossibility as 10 families 
typically squeeze into a single 
house – and gave out hand 
sanitiser and face masks.

“But if the lockdown is for a 
long time, we will … need help,” 
Kyaw Kyaw told aFP, adding 
that everyone in the camps had 
locked themselves indoors.

sittwe’s streets were empty on 
sunday, with masked residents 
encountering barricaded roads 
as they tried to run errands.

street vendors hawked 
plastic face shields and surgi-
cal masks.

an overnight curfew order 
has been in place since Friday, 
while all public transport – in-

cluding domestic flights – into 
the capital was suspended.

Rakhine state has long been 
a flashpoint for ethnic and re-
ligious conflict.

the embattled Rohingya 
Muslim minority are widely 
regarded as foreign “Bengalis” 
despite having lived in Myan-
mar for generations. they lack 
citizenship rights and their 
freedom of movement is re-
stricted across the country.

a local Rakhine parliamen-
tarian this week blamed the 
Rohingya for the virus spread 
in a Facebook post that was 
later taken down.

some 750,000 Rohingya fled 
to neighbouring Bangladesh 
following a military crack-
down in 2017 – operations 
that Myanmar is currently 
facing genocide charges for at 
the uN’s top court.

Further north in the state, 
the military is also battling the 
arakan army, a rebel group 
seeking more autonomy for 
the state’s ethnic Rakhine 
Buddhists, and violent clashes 
have displaced thousands of 
civilians from their homes.

In Mrauk-u – where three 
cases were found this week 
– Rakhine residents feared a 
halt to food donations to the 
displacement camps, said 
camp leader Hla Maung Oo.

He told aFP: “We have no-
where to run if the virus be-
comes widespread because 
we also can’t go back to our 
villages.” AFP

Rohingya in camps 
fear spread of virus 

Cyber attacks on 
Indonesian gov’t 
critics reproofed

thai Palace budget raises eyebrows

C
IVIL groups have con-
demned recent cyberat-
tacks on the websites of 
two prominent institu-

tions and the social media account 
of a scientist, all of whom have been 
critical of the government’s han-
dling of the Covid-19 pandemic, 
calling them a threat to democracy 
and freedom of speech.

the twitter account of Pandu Ri-
ono, an epidemiologist at the uni-
versity of Indonesia (uI), was re-
portedly hacked on Wednesday. the 
handle, @drpriono, posted pictures 
that aimed to damage Pandu’s repu-
tation. the account was secured on 
sunday and the pictures deleted.

Prior to the incident, Pandu 
slammed a potential Covid-19 vac-
cine developed by surabaya-based 
airlangga university, saying it had 
yet to undergo clinical trials.

He also criticised the university 
for not reporting its findings to the 
Food and Drug Monitoring agency 
(BPOM) and handing it over to the 
state Intelligence agency (BIN) and 
the Indonesian army instead.

Pandu has been voicing his con-
cerns about the government’s 
Covid-19-related policies, such as 
tourism promotion amid the pan-
demic, campaigns for a “new nor-
mal” and the ineffectiveness of 
rapid antibody tests that have be-
come a requirement for travelling.

On thursday midnight, news web-

site tempo.co, which is a part of tem-
po Media group that also publishes 
Koran Tempo daily and Tempo weekly 
magazine, was hacked until early on 
Friday. the media group’s pandem-
ic reported has included criticism 
against government policies.

at 12:30am, the homepage turned 
black and played “gugur Bunga” 
(Fallen Flowers), a patriotic song 
honouring fallen wartime heroes, 
for 15 minutes.

the screen displayed the message: 
“stop Hoaxes, Don’t lie to the Indo-
nesian People, Return to true jour-
nalistic ethics [and] obey the Press 
Council. Don’t [bow down to] people 
who pay. Deface By @xdigeeembok.”

tempo.co chief editor setri Yasra 
said the attack was an attempt to 
silence the media.

setri told The Jakarta Post on Fri-
day: “We condemn anyone who tries 
to interfere with the work of the press. 
Press products are not always perfect, 
but we have a controlled mechanism, 
we have a press council to go to.”

the website of a research group that 
is also known to be critical of the gov-
ernment’s coronavirus policies, the 
Centre for Indonesia’s strategic Devel-
opment Initiatives (CIsDI), was hacked 
for three days starting on Wednesday.

the attack caused the institution 
to lose important documents on its 
website, cisdi.org.

the Civil society Coalition, whose 
members include amnesty Inter-

national Indonesia, the Indonesian 
Legal aid Institute (YLBHI) and the 
southeast asia Freedom of Expres-
sion Network (saFEnet), demanded 
that the government and law en-
forcement bodies transparently in-
vestigate the cyberattacks and pun-
ished the perpetrators.

amnesty International Indonesia 
has recorded at least 35 cases of al-
leged intimidation and digital at-
tacks on government critics since 
February last year.

YLBHI chairwoman asfinawati told 
the Post on saturday: “the govern-
ment must explain and share their 
information to the public – whether 
the attacks against the critics have 
anything to do with the government 
– because the public doesn’t have the 
tools or access [for an investigation].”

amnesty International Indonesia 

executive director usman Hamid 
said if the hackers were found to be 
part of the state, there should be no 
impunity.

usman said in a written statement on 
Friday: “silencing criticism is a violation 
of human rights. the people’s rights to 
express their opinion is guaranteed in 
both Indonesia’s Constitution and in-
ternational human rights laws.”

Minister of Communications 
and Information Johnny g Plate 
said labelling the cyberattacks as 
“silencing criticism” was a serious, 
groundless accusation.

He told the Post on saturday: 
“Don’t make accusations based on 
assumptions. Cybercrime happens 
every minute on any digital platform, 
including digital businesses and gov-
ernment websites, not just tempo.co 
or Pandu Riono’s account.”

Johnny said the ministry was ready 
to help but expected the victims to be 
proactive in reporting their case to the 
ministry or to the police, so the latter 
could move quickly to track down the 
perpetrators. In addition, the ministry 
and the National Cyber and Encryp-
tion agency (BssN) could audit the 
security system of the hacked parties.

He said: “the ministry cannot take 
action if there is no report. For ex-
ample, we can’t just go into tempo’s 
system without permission, right?”

the ministry would like to evalu-
ate and improve tempo’s cyberse-
curity system, he said.

“a strong system won’t be easily 
breached. the rising number of cy-
berattacks is a reminder for us to im-
prove our security system and pro-
tect our digital space,” Johnny said. 
THE JAKARTA POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

aMID increasing calls from student activ-
ists for reforms to the thai monarchy, the 
steep rise in the annual budget for Palace 
agencies over the years has drawn the 
attention of netizens.

thanathorn Juangroongruangkit, 
leader of the Progressive Movement and 
former leader of the disbanded Future 
Forward Party, said the House commit-
tee vetting the national budget bill for 
fiscal year 2020-2021 met on thursday.

He said the representative from the 
Budget Bureau spent only two minutes 
presenting the Palace agencies’ budget 
without giving many details, so thana-
thorn asked for more explanation.

He made the revelation in a Facebook 
post on Friday.

the annual budget of Palace agencies 
has been pegged at 8.98 billion baht 
($285 million) for the next fiscal year.

thanathorn is an adviser to the com-
mittee and attended the budget scrutiny 
meeting on thursday. He took notes and 
posted the details of the committee’s dis-
cussions on the Progressive Movement’s 
Facebook page on Friday.

Palace agencies have asked for 8.98 
billion baht for the 2021 fiscal year (Oc-
tober 2020 to september 2021). the 
amount was up 16.8 per cent from the 
7.68 billion baht spent in the current fis-
cal year, compared to a 3.1 per cent rise 
in the overall national budget, thana-
thorn pointed out.

at thursday’s meeting, he inquired 
about the wide gap between estimated 
and actual spending of Palace agencies 
from 2018-2021. 

Budget Bureau records show that the 
estimated spending for fiscal 2018 was 
4.19 billion baht, but actual spending 
was 52.5 per cent higher at 6.39 billion.

the estimated expenditure for fiscal 
2019 was 4.69 billion baht while actual 
spending was 6.8 billion; the estimate 

for fiscal 2020 was 5.04 billion while ac-
tual spending was 7.68 billion, and the 
estimate for 2021 is 5.41 billion, but Pal-
ace agencies are seeking 8.98 billion.

Budget Bureau deputy director Viyada 
Chotrattanasiri explained to thanathorn 
that the government had issued an emer-
gency decree last year to transfer securi-
ty units from the Ministry of Defence to 
Palace supervision, so that added about 
two billion baht to the Palace agencies’ 
budget in the current fiscal year.

Excluding that amount, the budget 
was actually down by 833 million baht, 
she noted.

For fiscal 2021, the ministry had cut its 
budget by 1.3 billion baht while the bud-
get for personnel of Palace agencies had 
risen by 1.29 billion baht, she said.

thanathorn said he had questioned 
the increasing budget allocation by the 
government to Palace agencies, which is 

on a sharp upward trend until fiscal 2024, 
with current estimates rising to 10.69 
billion baht and the potential of actual 
spending overshooting the estimate.

He called for a cut in the budget alloca-
tion for Palace agencies in line with the 
overall national budget, saying he was 
concerned about the fallout of Covid-
19 on common people, public debt and 
dwindling tax revenue.

as of Monday afternoon, thanathorn’s 
Facebook post on the Palace budget had 
got over 59,000 likes, 3,900 comments 
and 15,000 shares.

thanathorn’s request comes as anti-
government protesters put pressure to 
reform the monarchy, in addition to 
demanding the drafting a new Constitu-
tion, ending government intimidation of 
people having divergent opinions, and 
dissolving Parliament. THE NATION (THAILAND)/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Amnesty International Indonesia has recorded at least 35 cases of alleged intimidation and digital attacks on government critics 
since February last year. PIXABAY

Thailand’s Palace agencies have asked for 8.98 billion baht ($285 million) for the 2021 fiscal year 
(October 2020 to September 2021). THAI ROYAL HOUSEHOLD BUREAU/AFP
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t
HE great digital divide is not 
between developed and 
developing countries. Many 
developed countries are also 

far behind in the digital race.
the global digital economy seems to 

be concentrated in just two countries 
– one developed and the other, still 
developing. It may seem outrageous 
but the us and China account for 
about 90 per cent of the market value 
of the world’s 70 largest digital plat-
forms and they own around 75 per 
cent of all patents related to block-
chain technologies. they are also 
responsible for approximately 50 per 
cent of global spending on Internet of 
things (Iot) and dominate 75 per 
cent of the cloud computing market.

amber lights are blinking on the 
dashboard of the global economy 
once again. the fight for dominance 
by a few digital behemoths has far-
reaching consequences, in ways that 
were not thought of before.

Players with access to consumer data 
thwart the rise of local, smaller players. 
at present, big tech companies are the 
subject of several investigations to see 
if they use their large data trove to take 
unfair advantage of competitors. 

smaller rivals and traditional incum-
bents are not privy to this customer 
data. For example, a search engine 
company has been accused of favour-
ing its own services over those of rivals. 
there are concerns over whether a few 
companies unfairly wield power over 
their application stores hurting rival 
apps from competitors. some e-com-
merce players use their data algo-
rithms to favour their own goods over 
products from third-party sellers.

acquire smaller rivals, if they thrive, 
in an early stage. Big tech companies 
often pursue acquisitions to elimi-
nate the threat from smaller rivals. 
For example, Facebook acquired rival 
Instagram in 2012, followed by What-
sapp in 2014. But how can market 
efficiencies be realised when many of 
these local start-ups are acquired at 
an early stage by their bigger rivals?

Regulators must walk the fine line of 
regulating tech companies without 
hurting innovation. Yet, the fight for 
dominance in the digital world has far-
reaching consequences due to data-ac-
cess, in ways that was not thought of 
before. For example, traditional market 
regulation mechanisms such as 
marked maximum retail prices and 
checks and balances to prevent price 
fixing and collusion, seem to be losing 
meaning in a digital world where prices 
are set in a non-transparent approach, 
at times by using algorithms.

Is there a single strategy to win a foot-
ball game? Highly paid club manager 
often evaluates the strengths and weak-

nesses of his team to come up with a 
strategy. Likewise, each nation needs to 
address the problem of regulating digital 
platforms in a different manner. to 
resolve the issues surrounding inefficien-
cies in access to data, we advocate a mix 
of three key approaches: a) data privacy 
approach, b) data localisation approach, 
and/or c) universal data approach.

Data privacy is important but scat-
tershot crackdowns are hurting small 
fries while digital behemoths thrive. 
In May 2018, the Eu introduced gen-
eral Data Protection Regulation 
(gDPR) to harmonise data privacy 
laws across its member states. to 
date, about 120 countries have enact-
ed data protection laws and around 

40 countries and jurisdictions have 
pending data-protection bills.

While helping to preserve data pri-
vacy, these regulations at times exac-
erbate market efficiency. at times, 
smaller players feel pressured to put a 
stop to data collection practices, even 
when such data is integral to their 
businesses for fear of noncompliance. 
since gDPR was put into effect, the 
advertising share of a leading search 
engine has grown while most other 
ad-tech vendors in North america 
and Europe have lost ground.

some countries such as Vietnam are 

attempting to fight inefficiencies 
through data localisation requirements 
and mandating digital platform com-
panies to open local offices in the 
country. this led to multiple data cen-
tres being set up locally, creating many 
jobs and benefiting the economy. the 
government can also collect taxes easi-
ly with local operations in the place. 
Many developing countries, however, 
do not have the required digital infra-
structure, implying higher cost of data 
storage and higher security risks.

there are also talks in India about 
mandating digital companies to sell 
public or non-personal data to any-
one within the country seeking access 
to the database to level the playing 

field for the smaller players. this 
approach is similar to governments 
acquiring land for making highways 
or roads, where the owners are 
expected to act in national interests. 
However, in encouraging sharing and 
access, one must also not lose sight of 
privacy and security risks. 

Each country is trying to pick a mix 
of approaches that suit its reality. 
Indonesia’s digital economy is the 
largest and fastest growing in the 
southeast asia region, but the archi-
pelago does not have regulations on 
personal data protection yet. With the 

Eu’s gDPR as a guiding light, Indone-
sia has drafted a law on personal data 
protection, which is being reviewed 
by the House of Representatives. Once 
adopted, Indonesia will join the ranks 
of over 120 countries that have enact-
ed data protection laws

to exercise greater sovereign control 
over the country’s data, Indonesia 
adopted strict data localisation man-
date in 2012. However, data localisa-
tion requirements were relaxed in 
October last year in a bid to promote 
foreign investments. since then, data 
localisation regulations only apply to 
public entities and those operating 
digital platforms on behalf of the pub-
lic entities. However, regardless of the 
location, all players must ensure that 
their digital platforms and data are 
accessible by the regulator.

there is no talk of universal data 
access in Indonesia yet. If home-
grown companies can get an access 
to the public data for a fee, it may 
encourage them to tackle country-
specific challenges which are less rel-
evant for the global players.  

However, bear in mind that the dig-
ital behemoths have the financial 
muscle to lobby for favourable regu-
lations. Hence, in order to push for 
the right moves, many developing 
nations including Indonesia will 
need the backing of Europe, Japan, 
regional bodies and multilateral 
organisations. Otherwise, the lobby-
ing power of large digital platforms 
may simply prove too much. THE JAKAR-

TA POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

The writer is regional head of Telecom, Media 
and Technology Research at DBS Bank.
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How to shake up the digital duopoly?

To resolve the issues surrounding inefficiencies in access to data, we advocate a mix of three key approaches: a) data privacy approach, 
b) data localisation approach, and/or c) universal data approach. PIXABAY

The fight for dominance in 
the digital world has 

far-reaching consequences 
|due to data-access
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T
EN years after Tracy 
Evans-Land founded 
Kids Play Interna-
tional (KPI) in Ga-

tagara, Rwanda, in 2008, she 
rolled out the second iteration 
of her programme in the rural 
villages of Anhchanh and Srah 
Srang outside of Siem Reap 
town centre, Cambodia. 

KPI promotes gender equi-
ty through sport and Olympic 
values in genocide-affected 
countries by providing a 
unique Let’s Play Fair (LPF) 
programme that is mixed 
gender, multi-sport, and is 
designed to work within a 
single community over an ex-
tended period of time.

“We promote gender equity 
through sports by training local 
Khmer teachers to be gender 
equity coaches while simulta-
neously providing them with 
techniques to create gender-
equitable classrooms,” says 
Katey Lippitt, KPI’s Cambodia 
programme manager. 

“We’ve been working with 
three partner schools in the ru-
ral communities of Anhchanh 
and Srah Srang near the Angkor 
Wat area since November 2018.

“We have done American 
football, rugby, judo, baseball, 
etc. We also have done well-
known sports such as soccer, 
volleyball and athletics [track 
and field],” she says.

Since the ancient city of 
Siem Reap depends heavily on 
tourism, many families who 
participate at the NGO have 
lost their jobs because of the 
Covid-19 pandemic. Domes-
tic violence has increased and 
KPI wanted to supply basic 
necessities to show its support 
to families during this time.  

“We were able to collaborate 
with the Spitler School Foun-
dation and provide $3,000 
worth of food supplies to our 
students’ families. Each fam-
ily has received $25 worth of 
food supplies,” Lippitt says.

Evans-Land first visited Anh-
chanh village, where the Spitler 
school is located, in 2012 as a 
volunteer registered nurse.

Over the next six years, she 
continued to build KPI’s rela-
tionship with the Spitler School 
Foundation and returned to An-
hchanh with volunteer groups, 
including Olympic athletes, to 
share the power of gender eq-
uity through sports.

The three-time Olympian 
says: “I didn’t really under-
stand the true power of sport 
until I went to Rwanda, Africa, 
on a volunteer trip and saw just 
how organically and quickly 
introducing new sports can 

break down harmful gender, 
social and cultural norms be-
tween girls and boys and pro-
vide a more level playing field 
to learn life skills together.”

During a two-week volun-
teer trip to Rwanda in 2008, 
the former Olympic freestyle 
skier says she found out that 
females were treated different-
ly from males since they could 
not have access to education, 
take part in society equally or 
join sport activities. 

This ignited her passion and 
she has since devoted her time, 
funds and network resources to 
developing an innovative sport-
based solution to improve gen-
der equity in rural communities 
affected by genocide.

In 2018, KPI was awarded 
a grant through the US De-
partment of State’s Sports 
Diplomacy Division to train 
a group of local coaches and 
launch the LPF programme.

Youths from various socio-
economic backgrounds aged 
between seven and 18 years 
old who participate in LPF are 
provided with the opportunity 
through a variety of sports to 
intensify supportive peer net-
works and to engage in more 
frequent and meaningful con-
tact with peers of both genders, 
ultimately breaking down gen-
der norms and misperceptions 
about women’s capabilities in 
their community and beyond.

Panha, 15, who only gave 
his first name, says: “I now be-
lieve that men should always 
give value to women. KPI has 

inspired me to help do more 
housework with my family 
and has given me supportive 
friends whenever I have is-
sues. If we as sons discrimi-
nate against women then we 
lose our manhood because 
men and women should have 
equal rights no matter what.”

Chamrouen, 17, agreed. 
“When I started participating in 
KPI, I didn’t think that a female 
coach could teach me sport 
skills nor did I want to play 
sports with girls, but I found out 
quickly I was wrong!” he says. 

Lippit, who is responsible 
for developing and facilitating 
KPI’s gender equity and sport 
curriculum, says: “We focus 
on gender equity because a 
typical girl in Cambodia and 
Rwanda is far less likely than 
her male counterpart to fin-
ish school, gain meaningful 
employment, and occupy 
leadership positions in her 
community.” 

Growing up in the US as a fe-
male athlete, where gender eq-
uity and opportunity for wom-

en is high, Lippitt has fallen in 
love with Cambodian culture 
and she is happy to be part of 
an organisation that is empow-
ering local Cambodian people 
to invest in reshaping the future 
for the country’s youth.

She says that while KPI has 
only been in Cambodia since 
October 2018, there has already 
been a noticeable change. Play-
ers went from only wanting to 
have same-gender partners to 
choosing mixed-gender part-
ners during activities. 

“We’ve seen our boys take 
on supportive roles by cham-
pioning our girls to take on 
leadership opportunities. 
Many of our girls facilitate 
stations at our community 
events or school workshops 
to show their contributions 
in the community and their 
leadership capabilities. 

“Our coaches have also tak-
en on the responsibility of be-
ing caring adult role models 
not only in our programme 
but in their classrooms and 
community.”

The programme manager 
explained that sport has the 
powerful ability to reduce re-
strictions in society and pro-
vides a unique environment 
where harmful gender norms 
can be reconsidered. 

She says significant re-
search shows that sport de-
velopment programmes like 
KPI are effective in empower-
ing girls and developing sup-
portive young boys. 

“At our programme, many 
of our girls’ favourite sports 
are ones that both boys and 
girls have never played before 
KPI came to their communi-
ty. That is because there is no 
preconceived idea that ‘Boys 
are better than girls’ but rath-
er an opportunity for them to 
learn and grow together.”

The current 14 local Cam-
bodian coaches, who are 
also teachers, receive weekly 
training and are in charge of 
a team of 12 players.

Lippitt says KPI has taken 
steps to train and promote 
female coaches to leadership 

roles like lead/master coach, 
master facilitator and pro-
gramme assistants in Cambo-
dia and Rwanda so that boys 
and girls in the programme 
see females as capable and 
empowered leaders.

Aside from the sport-based 
LPF programme, KPI’s All 
Girls United (AGU) pro-
gramme meets once a month, 
for girls to talk about stigma-
tised issues such as gender-
based violence or menstrual 
hygiene management (MHM) 
in a safe space.

Lippitt, who has been with 
KPI for nearly two years, 
says: “Girls aged 13-18 par-
ticipate and receive annu-
ally reusable menstrual pads 
through our partnership 
with Project G, a social enter-
prise that educates on MHM 
and health education.”

Ah Kourem, a 16-year-old 
KPI-Cambodia AGU player, 
says: “The AGU programme 
has made me brave. I speak 
my mind more often and feel 
more confident to express my 
thoughts and feelings so that 
I am heard.” 

Since many people have lost 
their jobs and have no income 
to support their families who 
live near the Angkor Wat area 
in the Srah Srang and Anh-
chanh villages where they de-
pend heavily on tourism, KPI 
supplied 95 families with food 
over the last three months.

KPI pays attention not only 
to individuals to promote gen-
der equity and families amid 
the Covid-19 pandemic, but it 
also supports the community. 

“We will tailor our curricu-
lum to address these issues 
and host parent education 
sessions, which educate on 
positive parenting and elimi-
nating violence in the house-
hold,” says Lippitt.

“Additionally, we have been 
connecting with other local 
organisations that work with 
vulnerable populations in ad-
dressing these issues.”

For more information, visit 
its website: http://kidsplay-
intl.org/lets-play-fair-cam-
bodia/ or email: katey@kid-
splayintl.org.
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Around the NGOs
Sport-based 
gender equity 
with Kids Play 
International 

Katey Lippitt (centre) is responsible for developing and facilitating KPI’s gender equality and sport curriculum. supplied

Lippitt says sports can be a foundation for building gender equality. supplied KPI offers a range of sports, including judo, boxing and rugby. supplied



Alice Ritchie
 

G
ETTING close to 
the animated T-Rex 
at London’s Natu-
ral History Mu-

seum normally requires long 
queues and sharp elbows. 

But today, only a handful of 
children shriek in delight as it 
roars.

With tourists staying away 
and visitor numbers lim-
ited due to coronavirus, the 
popular exhibit is unrecogn-
isably quiet – as are many of 
the British capital’s museums 
and galleries.

It is tough for the institu-
tions’ finances, but the lack of 
crowds is a boon for the few 
foreign visitors and for locals, 
who are taking the opportunity 
to explore their own backyard.

Lynsey Wheeldon, 39, from 
Dunstable, north of London, 
headed straight to the dino-
saurs when she visited the Nat-
ural History Museum with her 
children on a hot August day.

“We got in straight away 
and it was only us and may-
be six or seven families,” she 
said. “We got to see things – 
it’s been great!”

Still worried about catching 
coronavirus, she was reassured 
by the decision to let in just 20 
per cent of normal visitors.

“We probably wouldn’t have 
come if it wasn’t this quiet,” 
she told AFP.

Foreigners usually make up 
70 per cent of guests to the Nat-
ural History Museum but that’s 
fallen to three per cent since it 
reopened on August 5 – and 57 
per cent were Londoners.

For those tourists who do 
run the gauntlet of Britain’s 
rapidly-changing quarantine 
rules, the calm in the city is 
also refreshing.

“There isn’t the crush, 
there are no queues . . . for us 
tourists, it’s paradise,” said 
Frenchman Michel Besse, vis-
iting with his family.

‘No buzz’
Britain has been badly hit by 

coronavirus, with more than 
41,000 people dead, and de-
spite the easing of lockdown 
many people are still nervous 
about venturing out.

As they slowly reopen, Lon-
don’s tourist sites, museums 
and galleries have made great 

effort to show that they are safe.
Visitors must pre-book timed 

tickets, some galleries have in-
troduced one-way systems, 
sanitising gel is on hand and 
face masks are required by law.

Some exhibits considered 
too risky are shut, from video 
installations in small rooms 
to interactive displays.

But in return, a visitor can 
roam alone in the V&A’s Cast 
Court, or linger in front of a 
Rubens at the National Gal-
lery without being jostled.

“It’s brilliant. You can see 
things without loads of people 
barging around,” said Lon-
doner Jane Barnett, 62, during 
a visit to the Tate Modern gal-
lery of contemporary art.

Yet as they looked over to 
the Millennium Bridge, the 
usual crowds thinned to bare-
ly a dozen people, her sister 
Katie Clarke said it was a bit 
too quiet. 

“Walking down the South 
Bank – there’s no buzz. It’s not 
London,” said the 55-year-
old, who was visiting from 
out of town.

At the National Gallery, in 
the near deserted cafe over-
looking a desolate Trafalgar 
Square, 63-year-old London-
er Gavin Green said the lack 
of people was “a bit weird”.

“They could probably relax 
things a bit” and allow more 

people in, his wife Katherine 
added.

‘Come back’
Like others roaming Lon-

don’s museums this summer, 
the Greens are aware that 
they were hard hit by lock-
down and desperately need 
visitors to survive.

The Tate galleries are plan-
ning to axe 300 jobs in their 
shops and cafes after director 
Maria Balshaw has said she ex-
pected only half as many visi-
tors for the forseeable future.

And Historic Royal Palaces, 
which operate sites includ-
ing the Tower of London and 
Hampton Court, has intro-
duced a voluntary redun-
dancy scheme – including the 
Tower’s famous Beefeaters.

Most museums and galleries 
offer free entry for the perma-
nent displays, but they encour-
age donations when book-
ing a ticket – and the V&A has 
contactless payment points 
around the site.

Marshalling her children 
towards another exhibit, 
Wheeldon urged her fellow 
Britons to support their cul-
tural institutions.

“Everyone needs to come 
back. It’s safe enough to 
come, and these places can’t 
survive if they don’t have visi-
tors,” she said. afp

Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Models strike them
  6 Simplicity
 10 ___-Cola
 14 Crosswise, nautically
 15 Urban blight
 16 Wrinkly Jamaican fruit
 17 prank played in a pasture
 19 ___, mean, fighting machine
 20 Group doctrines
 21 Debased
 23 perlman of “Cheers”
 25 “Be glad to”
 26 Balaam’s beast
 29 Time of “comfort and joy”
 31 play ___ (feign death)
 35 Response to a fleecing?
 36 Old computer accessory
 38 Big underwater ray
 39 Never-say-die attitude
 43 place to exchange vows
 44 Slangy turndown
 45 Ballgoer, for short
 46 Completely stump
 48 Guitar-playing tool
 50 Before

 51 Dishonestly acquired riches
 53 Show signs of life
 55 What’s seen in a mirror?
 59 Deciduous ornamental shrub
 63 attempt to convince
 64 Rodeo activity
 66 Depend (on)
 67 Stadium or wedding cake feature
 68 Relish
 69 Santa’s load
 70 Bump off a dragon
 71 Coyote relative
DOWN
  1 accord
  2 High-pitched wind instrument
  3 Held on by a thread
  4 “peter, peter, pumpkin ___”
  5 He strikes while the iron is hot
  6 Clairvoyance, for short
  7 Betwixt
  8 Measures of loudness
  9 Certain breakfast container
 10 It provides no outlets
 11 Curved molding
 12 family reunion group
 13 “___ That a Shame?”

 18 Not real
 22 appetite stimulus
 24 put in rows
 26 Successor to arafat
 27 ___ Ste. Marie, Mich.
 28 Like the sea
 30 Bar, at the bar
 32 Nasty, as a remark
 33 Unconditional
 34 “We’ll see”
 37 foreign Legion hats
 40 Eel look-alikes
 41 Recovers from a flood
 42 It’s bee-quested
 47 Chooses by ballot
 49 put the ___ on (stop)
 52 One way to attract a lifeguard
 54 Settle, as a debt
 55 Mongols’ tent
 56 Lunchbox cookie, sometimes
 57 Like Quasimodo
 58 Tiny circus performer
 60 “___ and Let Die”
 61 abetting, as with a scheme
 62 Indian tourist city
 65 Cook bacon

“STEER CLEAR” 

Monday’s solution

Monday’s solution
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Lifestyle

Locals enjoy rare calm 
at London museums

The Paul and Jill Ruddock gallery at the Victoria and Albert (V&A) museum in London. afp

London’s Science Museum employees inspect the work ‘Self-conscious 
Gene’ as they prepare to open to the public. afp
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Doncic makes 
epic shot to 
lift Dallas past 
Clippers in Ot

L
uKa Doncic wasn’t 
about to let a sprained 
ankle slow him down, 
nailing a game-win-

ning three-pointer at the 
buzzer to lift the Dallas Mav-
ericks to a 135-133 overtime 
playoff win over the Los an-
geles Clippers on sunday.

the 21-year old slovenian 
phenom, who was play-
ing with a tender ankle and 
missing his offensive side-
kick Kristaps Porzingis, fin-
ished with 43 points, 17 re-
bounds and 13 assists to level 
the first-round NBa Western 
Conference playoff series at 
two games each.

“this game was from an-
other planet,” said Mavericks 
coach Rick Carlisle of Don-
cic’s heroics.

Doncic made a basket with 
50 seconds left to tie the score 
130-130 then gave Dallas a 
two-point lead with a spin-
ning move to the basket with 
19 seconds remaining.

He capped his triple-dou-
ble with a 27-foot step-back 
jumper from the left side as 
time ticked down, sparking a 
wild celebration on the floor 
in the NBa’s quarantine bub-
ble in Orlando, Florida.

“I can’t explain the emo-
tions I had when I saw the ball 
go in,” Doncic said. “When I 
saw the whole team coming 
towards me that was one of 
the best feelings I have ever 
had as a player.”

While Dallas levelled their 

series, Boston became the 
first team to reach the second 
round with a 110-106 victory 
over the Philadelphia 76ers.

Kemba Walker scored 32 
points and Jayson tatum add-
ed 28 and 15 rebounds for the 
Celtics, who swept the East-
ern Conference first-round 
series 4-0.

‘He sees the game in 6G’
Doncic, who is playing in 

his first NBa playoffs, car-
ried the Mavericks sunday 
without Porzingis, who was a 
late scratch because of a knee 
injury.

But the pre-game buzz was 
all about Doncic’s health, not 
Porzingis. Doncic sprained his 
left ankle in the second half of 
game three and had an MRI 
on saturday to determine the 
extent of the damage.

“this morning I wasn’t 
feeling good but as soon as I 
stepped on the court I knew 
I could go,” said Doncic, who 
recorded his second straight 
triple-double.

said Carlisle: “He sees the 
game in 6g, not 5g. He is a 
very special player.”

trey Burke added 25 points, 
tim Hardaway scored 21 and 
seth Curry chipped in 15 
points for Dallas, who led by 
12 with nine minutes remain-
ing in the fourth quarter.

Lou Williams had 36 points 
and Kawhi Leonard finished 
with 32 points for the Clip-
pers, who blew a 21-point 

first-half lead.
game five is on tuesday.

Toronto to face Boston
Meanwhile, the Celtics’ 

Walker, who arrived in Boston 
after eight seasons of frustra-
tion with the Charlotte Hor-
nets, was basking in his first 
NBa playoff series win.

“It feels good,” Walker said 
but added: “the work’s not 
done. We won a series, but 
we’re still looking forward to 
some more tough ones.”

With their backs against 
the wall, Joel Embiid and the 
76ers kept it close and trailed 
by just two points late in the 
third quarter before forward 
tobias Harris took a hard fall 
under the basket, his head 

slamming the hardwood.
Harris was able to leave the 

court under his own steam, 
holding a towel to his left eye 
and temple, and returned 
after treatment for what the 
team said was a cut over the 
eye.

But the Celtics closed the 
third quarter on a 12-0 run 
that effectively ended the 
76ers’ hopes.

“I feel like the game flipped 
when tobias went out,” sixers 
coach Brett Brown said.

the Celtics will face the 
defending NBa champion 
toronto Raptors who moved 
onto the next round after 
sweeping the Brooklyn Nets.

Reserve Norman Powell 
scored a career playoff high 

29 points and the Raptors won 
their series with a dominating 
150-122 victory in Orlando. 

Mitchell matches Iverson, 
Jordan 

serge Ibaka came off the 
bench to score a playoff career 
high 27 points and grabbed 
15 rebounds for toronto, who 
swept a best-of-seven series 
for the first time in their fran-
chise history. 

the Raptors, who set a fran-
chise record for points in a 
playoff game with 150, will 
play the Boston Celtics in the 
Eastern Conference semi-fi-
nals, beginning thursday. 

toronto played most of sun-
day’s contest without guard 
Kyle Lowry. Late in the first 

quarter, Lowry headed to the 
dressing room after twisting 
his ankle. He did not return.

In the late game, Donovan 
Mitchell delivered a 50-point 
performance for the second 
time in the series as the utah 
Jazz edged the Denver Nug-
gets 129-127 to grab a 3-1 se-
ries lead.

Mitchell finished with 51 
points, including four three-
pointers, as the Jazz had to 
withstand a 50-point night 
from Canadian Jamal Murray 
of the Nuggets.

Mitchell, who scored 57 
points in game one, joined 
Michael Jordan and allen 
Iverson as players with multi-
ple 50-point games in a play-
off series. afp

Pastrnak, Halak power Bruins over tampa Lightning
DaVID PastRNaK and Jaroslav 
Halak came late to the dance but are 
now major contributors in the posts-
eason for the Boston Bruins, who 
beat the tampa Bay Lighting 3-2 
sunday to win the opening game of 
their second round series. 

Czech Pastrnak had a goal and an 
assist and slovak Halak made 35 
saves as the Bruins took a 1-0 lead 
in the clash between the two top 
Eastern Conference teams during 
the regular season. 

Pastrnak was playing in just his 
second game back after missing 
three games in the first round of the 
playoffs, and Halak won his fourth 
consecutive game since first-choice 
goaltender tuukka Rask opted out 
of the NHL’s quarantine bubble just 
over a week ago.

“He’s a great goalie. He’s been huge 
for us. When they slip in there and we 
break down a little bit, he’s there to 
shut the door,” Boston forward Char-
lie Coyle said of Halak.

game two is tuesday in toronto.
In the late game, Robin Lehner 

stopped 26 shots for the shutout and 
five different Vegas players scored 
goals as the top seeded golden 
Knights won the first game of their 
second round series with a 5-0 rout 
of the Vancouver Canucks.

When the NHL shutdown in March 
because of the global pandemic, the 
Bruins were atop the NHL standings 
– the lone 100-point team – and the 
Lightning were second in the East. 

Both clubs are coming off five-
game series wins in the opening 
round of the postseason. Boston 
knocked out the Hurricanes, while 
the Lightning eliminated the 
Columbus Blue Jackets.

tampa Bay defeated Boston 3-2 in 
their only round-robin meeting dur-
ing the pre-playoff qualifying round. 
tampa also won three of the four 
meetings in the regular season.

Brad Marchand also had a goal and 
an assist, while Coyle opened the scor-
ing late in the first period on sunday.

andrei Vasilevskiy stopped 28 shots 
for the Lightning, who were without 
star forward steven stamkos, who 
has been sidelined with an injury. 

Canada’s stamkos hasn’t played 
since February due to a core muscle 
injury that required surgery. stamkos 
had 29 goals and 66 points in the 
regular season. 

tampa was also without Ryan 
McDonagh for the final 11 minutes, 
after he left the team bench and went 
to the dressing room.

swedish defenceman Victor Hed-
man scored twice for tampa. afp

Luka Doncic celebrates with his teammates after hitting a buzzer-beater three-pointer to beat the Los Angeles Clippers. afp

David Pastrnak had a goal and an assist as the Boston Bruins won the opening game of their second round series. afp



ALMOST 150 people  were 
arrested as Paris Saint-Germain 
fans set cars ablaze, smashed 
shop windows and clashed 
with police in the French capi-
tal after the team’s Champions 
League final defeat to Bayern 
Munich, police said Monday.

The violence occurred 
around the Parc des Princes 
stadium and on the Champs-
Elysees avenue during and 
after the match on Sunday 
night, police said on Twitter.

Thousands of supporters 
had gathered at the Parc des 
Princes to cheer on PSG, light-
ing flares and chanting as they 
watched the 1-0 defeat in Lis-
bon on a big screen.

The trouble lasted several 
hours, as groups of fans threw 
bottles and fireworks at 
police, who responded with 
tear gas and rubber bullets, 

an AFP reporter said.
On the Champs-Elysees, vehi-

cles were set on fire, windows 
broken and shops vandalised.

Police said 148 people were 
arrested “in particular for 
damage, violence or throwing 
projectiles”.

Interior Minister Gerald 
Darmanin said 16 police were 
injured, 12 shops attacked and 
about 15 vehicles damaged 
overnight.

In a tweet on Sunday night, 
he condemned the “unaccept-
able” violence and thanked the 
police who arrested “small vio-
lent groups, troublemakers.”

Social distancing measures 
were ignored inside and out-
side the Parc des Princes 
among fans who had hoped to 
see their Qatar-owned team’s 
first triumph in Europe’s top 
club competition.

Police said 404 people were  
stopped for not wearing face 
masks as part of regulations 
aimed at curbing the corona-
virus outbreak.

Paris mayor Anne Hidalgo 
had earlier called for “mature 
celebrations” should PSG beat 
Bayern, after supporters 
clashed with police following 
their 3-0 win over RB Leipzig 
in the semi-finals.

“I’m gutted! They wasted too 
many chances and unfortunate-
ly in the final that just doesn’t fly,” 
said Nicolas Mounier as he left 
the stadium peacefully.

“We are disappointed but we 
weren’t dreadful,” another PSG 
fan, Anne Vaneson, told AFP. 

“In the first half, we were on 
a level playing field but we 
paid for a dip in performance 
in the first 20 minutes of the 
second half.” afp
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Bayern worthy winners in strangest season
I

T will be remembered as the 
strangest of Champions League 
seasons but it has ended with 
a familiar name on the trophy 

after Bayern Munich got the better 
of Paris Saint-Germain in Sunday’s 
final in Lisbon, with their deserved 
success the result of the remarkable 
job done by coach Hansi Flick.

There was tickertape at the trophy 
ceremony and the usual celebratory 
songs playing over the loudspeakers 
at the Estadio da Luz as the Bayern 
players savoured the moment after 
Kingsley Coman’s goal saw them de-
feat PSG 1-0.

But it was a bizarre spectacle with the 
65,000-seat stadium empty, support-
ers having been barred from attending 
the biggest match in club football.

The coronavirus pandemic killed 
the Champions League as we know 
it, at least temporarily, and uefa was 
forced to come up with a new ‘Final 
Eight’ format in order to make sure its 
flagship competition was completed.

uefa president Aleksander Ceferin 
told AFP in an interview in Lisbon 
that the format was likely to be a one-
off, and some will be tempted to say 
that this Champions League should 
always have an asterisk next to it.

But, against first-time finalists 
PSG, Bayern were worthy winners of 
their sixth European Cup, their third 
in the Champions League era.

They won all their 11 Champions 
League matches this season, an un-
precedented feat. 

They scored 43 goals in that time 
on a run that included a 7-2 win at 
Tottenham Hotspur and the stun-
ning 8-2 demolition of Barcelona in 
the quarter-finals in Lisbon.

They just had the better of the fi-
nal, even if they were fortunate at 
times up against the French side’s 
formidable attack of Neymar, Kylian 
Mbappe and Angel Di Maria.

In Manuel Neuer, Jerome Boateng, 
David Alaba and Thomas Mueller, 
Bayern’s line-up featured four sur-
vivors from their last final victory, 
against Borussia Dortmund in 2013.

But this was also about the new faces, 
such as 19-year-old left-back Alphonso 
Davies, the Canadian international.

“Moments like these you dream of 

as a kid,” he told DAZN. “I honestly 
can’t believe it, winning the Cham-
pions League is the top level.”

Winning formula
Flick deserves great credit.
A year ago Bayern were dumped 

out by Liverpool, the eventual win-
ners, in the last 16, and under Niko 
Kovac looked a long way off being 
contenders to win the trophy again.

But Flick replaced Kovac in No-
vember, initially as caretaker, and 
has gone on to win a treble.

“It’s such a huge joy, it feels like 
we have come a long way since No-
vember,” said Mueller, a player re-
born under Flick.

“I don’t know how it looked from 
outside, but it felt like we deserved it 
in the way we played.”

As for changing coach mid-season, 
it is a formula that has worked for 
clubs at this level in the recent past.

Flick is the third coach in the last 
decade to win the Champions League 
having being appointed during a 
campaign, after Roberto di Matteo 
with Chelsea in 2011/12 and Zinedine 
Zidane with Real Madrid in 2015/16.

Zidane went on to win the next 
two as well.

‘Not the football we know’
It remains to be seen how Bayern will 

fare next season, which is just around 

the corner, with the Bundesliga start-
ing on September 18 and the Champi-
ons League group stage in October.

They will be a formidable force 
again, but so will their rivals, includ-
ing PSG, who need not be too down-
beat in defeat.

“Over the last few weeks we have 
shown everything you need to win 
every title going,” said PSG coach 
Thomas Tuchel.

“We lost 1-0 in the final against 
one of the strongest sides in Europe. 
We must maintain the same quality 
to carry on this road.”

The format of one-off matches in 
the quarter-finals and semi-finals 
maybe helped PSG more than any-

body else, given their struggles in 
knockout ties in recent years.

But, as long as the health crisis 
does not worsen again, the Cham-
pions League will return to normal 
in the new campaign, and that in-
cludes seeing at least some fans re-
turn to stadiums.

Istanbul is in line to host the 2021 
final, having had this season’s show-
piece taken away, and hopefully the 
winning team will be able to cel-
ebrate with their supporters.

As Flick said: “It’s a pity that the fans 
couldn’t be here with us today. Perhaps 
they can be back again in the future. 
A game like this without supporters is 
not the football that we know.” afp

Scores arrested in Paris as PSG fans riot after defeat

Bayern Munich took home its third Champions League trophy after defeating Paris Saint-Germain (PSG) 1-0 in an empty Luz Stadium in Lisbon. afp

A car burns near the Champs-Elysees after PSG fans rioted after losing the Champions League final. afp
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