
RESEARCHERS in Hong Kong on 
Monday identified what they said 
was the first confirmed case world-
wide of Covid-19 reinfection, rais-
ing questions about the durability 
of immunity, whether acquired 
naturally or with a vaccine.

“Our study proves that immunity 
for Covid infection is not lifelong 
– in fact, reinfection can occur quite 
quickly,” said Kelvin Kai-Wang To, 
a microbiologist at Hong Kong Uni-
versity’s Faculty of Medicine and 
lead author of a forthcoming study 
that details the findings.

“Covid-19 patients should not 
assume after they recover that they 
won’t get infected again,” he said 
in an interview.

Even people who have shaken off 
the virus should practice social 
distancing, wear masks and prac-
tise hand washing, he advised.

They should also get tested if 
suspect symptoms appear.

The case came to light when a 
33-year old resident of Hong Kong 
passed through mandatory screen-
ing earlier this month at the Hong 
Kong airport on his way back from 
Europe. The so-called PCR swab 
test was positive.

This came as a surprise because 
the man had contracted – and 
recovered from – a Covid-19 infec-
tion four-and-a-half months ear-
lier, and was assumed to have 
immunity, especially after such a 
brief time since the infection.

To find out whether he had suf-
fered a relapse or had been infected
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May Kunmakara

SEVEN Cambodia-listed firms 
reported solid business per-
formance in the second quar-
ter of this year amid macr-
oeconomic headwinds driven 
by the Covid-19 crisis.

Sihanoukville Autono-
mous Port (PAS), the State-
run operator of the King-
dom’s sole deep sea port, 
logged 75.6 billion riel ($18.4 
million) in revenue and 8.3 

billion riel in net profit for 
the second quarter, it said in 
its filing to the Cambodia 
Securities Exchange (CSX).

It said revenue dipped six 
billion riel, or 7.44 per cent, 
year-on-year, whereas net 
profit after tax increased 7.2 
billion riel, or a whopping 
632.48 per cent.

Chairman and CEO Lou 
Kim Chhun said: “This was 
the result of decreased cargo 
throughput due to the impact 

of  the global Covid-19 pan-
demic on economic growth.

“PAS is going to continue 
its efforts for the betterment 
of business and service 
operation and to achieve the 
highest benefits for its 
shareholders.”

In its CSX filing, State-
owned utility Phnom Penh 
Water Supply Authority 
(PWSA) recorded a quarter-
on-quarter surge in revenue, 
operating profit and net 

profit in the second quarter 
to the tune of 17.9 billion riel 
(31.42 per cent), 8.3 billion 
riel (45.01 per cent) and 6.5 
billion riel (71.44 per cent), 
respectively.

The State-run river-port 
operator Phnom Penh 
Autonomous Port (PPAP) 
posted $12.9 million in rev-
enue (44.65 per cent of its 
2020 target) in the first half 

Long Kimmarita

P
RIME Minister Hun Sen has 
instructed top border of-
ficial Var Kimhong to meet 
residents in Tbong Khmum 

province along the Vietnamese bor-
der who claim Cambodia had lost 
land to the neighbouring country.

The order came during a closed-door 
meeting of the Supreme Council for 
Consultation and Recommendations 

at the Peace Palace in Phnom Penh on 
Tuesday. Hun Sen was quoted as telling 
officials to be open with the public about 
border demarcation with Vietnam.

The council’s meeting followed the 
arrests of union leader Rong Chhun, 
Khmer Win Party president Suong 
Sophoan and some supporters of the 
Supreme Court-dissolved Cambodia 
National Rescue Party who recently 
participated in protests against the 
planting of border poles with Vietnam.

The Phnom Penh Municipal Court 
has placed them in pre-trial deten-
tion on charges of “incitement to 
cause social unrest”.

Chhim Phal Virun, the head of the 
council secretariat, said Hun Sen has 
advised the Council of Ministers to 
hold public forums to clarify border 
issues to citizens and students. He 
said any decision on field visits rests 
with the border affairs committee 
and citizens themselves.

Phal Virun said the government has 
been open about border issues and 
has only withheld confidential infor-
mation deemed crucial to national 
security and interests.

“Samdech [Hun Sen] has made it 
clear that citizens can make field vis-
its to wherever they request.

 “As to when they can visit, it is up to 
the border committee and residents

Border chief ordered to 
address public concerns
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pulled from death
Rescuers pull a four-year-old boy from the rubble of a collapsed building to loud cheers in Mahad, India, on tuesday, hours after the 
five-storey apartment block came down ‘like a house of cards’, killing 11 and burying up to 60 others. AFP
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Voun Dara

tHE Ministry of Environment is 
preparing for the 40th Youth Fo-
rum on Environmental Dialogue 
in stung treng Province under the 
banner of, “Natural Resource Man-
agement is the Duty of the sub-Na-
tional administration”.

the forum and competition is meant 
to provide opportunities for students 
in the provinces to learn more about 
environmental issues and share 
knowledge in their communities.

Ministry spokesman Neth Pheak-
tra told The Post on tuesday that it 
is the second year that the minis-
try has prepared the forum in the 

provinces to provide opportunities 
for all students to better under-
stand environmental problems.

“this year’s forum is different 
from last year. the ministry is taking 
students on field trips to the wildlife 
sanctuary to learn about natural re-
sources directly in the area,” Pheak-
tra said. 

On Monday, another ministry 
secretary of state, Phay Bunchhoe-
un, guided officials, teachers and 
students on the forum.

Officials included Chuop Paris, 
the director-general of the gen-
eral Department of Environmental 
Knowledge and Information at the 
ministry, and stung treng provin-

cial governor Mom saroeun.
Bunchhoeun said this year’s fo-

rum is more special than last year 
because participants can study the 
actual issues happening in their lo-
cation. the focus is on the protec-
tion and conservation of natural 
resources, climate change and the 
development of local communities.

Paris said his department always 
prepares a talk about the environ-
ment in Phnom Penh to provide an 
opportunity to university students 
who show research capabilities.

He said the objective is to seek 
knowledge and new scientific expe-
riences, and then share that knowl-
edge with the general public to teach 

the importance of the environment.
“this forum also aims to work 

together with the government to 
protect and conserve the environ-
ment to ensure sustainable devel-
opment,” Paris said.

saroeun applauded the coop-
eration of the ministry and relevant 
partner organisations in organising 
the forum in stung treng province.

“students need to pay attention, 
study, research and gain good expe-
rience to win the competition in the 
future,” the governor said.

Pheaktra said students from 16 schools 
will compete in this year’s forum.

the three-stage competition runs 
from early June to early October. He 

said the first phase is the introduction 
phase, the second is the mixed-phase 
while the third is the final round.

the topic of discussion for the 
whole forum is focused on forest 
management, natural resources, 
biodiversity and climate change is-
sues around the four provinces in 
the Prey Lang area, he said.

teams from each of the 16 schools 
have four students and a teacher for 
a total of 80. Eight schools will be se-
lected for the finals. 

the 16 schools include eight from 
Phnom Penh and eight from four prov-
inces around the Prey Lang Wildlife 
sanctuary – Kampong thom, stung 
treng, Kratie and Preah Vihear.

Youth forum to learn about environmental issues

MRC calls for 
transparent 
hydrological 
data sharing
Post Staff

t
HE Mekong River Com-
mission secretariat 
(MRCs) on tuesday 
welcomed Chinese 

Premier Li Keqiang’s pledge to 
share year-round hydrological 
data with Mekong countries.

But in a press release is-
sued a day after the virtual 
Mekong-Lancang Coopera-
tion (MLC) Leaders’ summit, 
MRCs’ CEO an Pich Hatda 
also urged China to clarify 
what data is to be included 
and how it would be shared.

“to make effective use of the 
data for the benefit of all the 
Mekong countries and their 
peoples, it will be important 
to discuss exactly what the 
data includes and how it is to 
be shared,” he said.

the MRCs said China has 

since 2003 provided only 
water-level and rainfall data 
from two hydrological sta-
tions on the upper Mekong 
mainstream – one at Jinghong 
and the other on a tributary at 
Manan. But it said the data was 
only shared during the flood 
season from June to October.

Hatda said while the MRCs 
supports all the Mekong 
countries including China 
and Myanmar in working 
together to establish a plat-
form, he urged the MRCs’s 
four members in the lower 
reaches of the Mekong River 
– Cambodia, Laos, thailand 
and Vietnam – to capitalise 
on its culture of collabora-
tion and harness the existing, 
long-established platform.

He said the Lower Mekong 
Basin countries already have 
an operational Data and In-

formation sharing Platform 
in place. But what is missing, 
he said, is the same level of 
data and information from 
the upper Mekong countries 
– China and Myanmar. He 
said China has shared limited 
data during the flood season.

“any future data and infor-
mation to be shared by the 
MRC Member Countries under 
the [MLC] framework should 
be developed in close collabo-

ration with the MRCs so that 
we can connect the two plat-
forms effectively,” he said.

He said any future platform 
development should not 
overlook the knowledge base 
and system that the MRC 
has built and promoted over 
the past six decades since 
the Mekong Committee was 
founded in 1957.

He said the process of estab-
lishing such a platform was 

complex, lengthy, costly, and 
more difficult to maintain.

speaking during the third 
MLC summit, Li said China 
has directly provided flood-
season hydrological data and 
offered timely updates on 
upstream flow changes to the 
Mekong countries.

Despite its own difficulties, he 
said China increased outbound 
water flow in the drought sea-
son to help the downstream 

countries mitigate droughts. 
He said China was ready to 

provide more help for the Me-
kong countries to make better 
use of water resources. 

“China will work with the 
[Mekong] countries to establish 
a Lancang-Mekong Water Re-
sources Cooperation Informa-
tion sharing Platform to help us 
better tackle climate change and 
natural disasters such as floods 
and droughts,” he said.

The Mekong river in Kratie province. China says it will provide more help for Mekong countries to make better use of water resources. Post staff

Continued from page 1

themselves. Border commit-
tee officials can decide when 
to meet citizens on their 
request,” he said. 

“I don’t know how com-
mittee officials will meet 
with citizens, but usually 
such a meeting is open to the 
public. samdech techo [Hun 
sen] has said border issues 
cannot be hidden.

“We have nothing to hide, 
but we also cannot disclose 
some issues that are still un-
der negotiations. We want 
citizens to understand that,” 
he said.

Neither National authority 
for Border affairs chairman 
Var Kimhong nor border af-
fairs committee vice-chair-
person Koy Pisey could be 
reached for comment on 

tuesday.
Cambodia Youth Party pres-

ident and supreme Council 
for Consultation and Recom-
mendations member Pich 
sros told The Post on Mon-
day that his party delegates 
planned to accompany Kim-
hong during his future visit 
to meet residents in tbong 
Khmum province. 

“With or without permis-
sion, I’ll still have to go to the 
border to find out the truth 
regarding controversial bor-
der issues that resulted in the 
recent arrests. I want to know 
why residents claimed Cam-
bodia has lost land?

“I also want to observe how 
the border affairs committee 
will address the issue if Cam-
bodia lost land [to Vietnam]. 
the process must be trans-
parent,” he said.

‘We cannot disclose 
some issues that are 
still under negotiation’



Mom Kunthear

CAMBODIA’S legal and policy 
framework provides little op-
portunity for citizens and civil 
society organisations to have a 
say in public financial manage-
ment at the national level, said 
a study by NGO Forum which 
was released on Tuesday.

The purpose of the study 
was to analyse public partici-
pation in the reform of public 
financial management. That 
included financial processes 
and specific inflow from the 
public in organising and ap-
proving plans at the national 
and sub-national levels.

Forum deputy executive di-
rector Ouk Vannara said fewer 
citizens at the national and 
sub-national levels had a voice 
in government planning.

“The small participation is 

due to the limitations posed by 
legal obstacles that limit public 
participation. The press and 
media are still limited, which 
also reduces interest, knowl-
edge and willingness,” he said.

Transparency International 
Cambodia executive direc-
tor Pech Pisey said it makes 
no difference if it is Cambodia 
or other counties. In order to 
thrive economically and devel-
op rapidly, the most important 
point is to reform public finan-
cial management effectively.

“It’s important our country 
has good finances so we can 
use our budget effectively, 
spending on investment that 
allows our economy to move 
forward,” he said.

Cambodian participation 
in public financial manage-
ment, especially at the na-
tional level, is lower than 

other ASEAN countries, ac-
cording to Forum.

To catch up, Cambodia has 
to increase the participation of 
citizens and civil society organ-
isations in its public financial 
management, the study found.

Ministry of Economy and 

Finance spokesman Meas Sok 
Sensan told The Post on Tues-
day the ministry will show data 
to the public if it is permitted 
by law. However, it is illegal.

“Our country already has a 
law and it does not state an 
obligation to show data to the 

public before sending it to the 
National Assembly.

“We welcome all types of 
questions in the assembly. If 
anyone wants information, 
one can request it from the 
National Assembly as it repre-
sents over 16 million people,” 
Sok Sensan said. 

The study suggested the 
National Assembly and the 
government allow more op-
portunity for the public and 
civil society organisations to 
provide opinions about the 
draft law on finance annually.

“It should also create a pro-
gramme to teach citizens and 
authorities at the sub-national 
level so they have the ability to 
participate in discussions with 
NGOs and public representa-
tives effectively before a draft 
of the national budget is sent,” 
according to the study.

Voun Dara

T
HE Ministry of Edu-
cation, Youth and 
Sport released guide-
lines for schools to 

follow when they physically 
reopen in September.

Minister Hang Chuon Naron 
said on August 24, his office 
discussed reopening kinder-
gartens, primary schools and 
secondary schools.

The two approaches laid out 
in the guidelines include first 
prioritising the safety and well-
being of students and staff. 
The second covers encourag-
ing blended learning between 
self-distance learning through 
electronics and studying from 
a distance with books.

Ministry spokesman Ros 
Soveacha said on Monday 
the government supports the 
reopening of schools and the 
ministry is prepared to advise 
about the process.

“The ministry will inform 
schools about any related in-
formation later. For now, it calls 
on administrators to be pre-
pared to organise schools in the 
Covid-19 context,” he said.

Federation of Education Ser-
vices in Cambodia president 

Pech Bolen said he appreci-
ated the ministry’s approach. 
Roughly 100 private schools 
are members of the federation.

“This is thoughtful of the 
ministry in terms of private 
schools. If the ministry does 

not allow private institu-
tions to reopen, some will 
be closed.

“Our private institutions 
will cooperate with the minis-
try and follow all approaches 
and standardised measures. 

I believe our institutions can 
make it,” he said. 

Bolen expressed the be-
lief that private institutions 
can follow measures from 
the ministry of education as 
they have good internet ac-

cess which is good for online 
teaching and Online Plus, the 
e-learning programme the 
ministry developed.

“Some private institutions 
can teach Online Plus as well as 
distance learning,” he said.

Khorn Savi

THE Ministry of Health has 
begun killing bacteria in 
schools used as quarantine 
centres before handing them 
back to the Ministry of Edu-
cation, Youth and Sport to re-
open on September 1.

Koh Kong provincial De-
partment of Health director 
Tov Moeng told The Post on 
Tuesday that two schools were 
used as quarantine centres 
there, including Koh Kong 
High School in Koh Kong town 
and Hun Sen Cham Yeam High 
School in Bak Khlang com-
mune, Mondul Seima district. 

The schools, he said, have 
already been sprayed with 
disinfectant.  “I have already 
disinfected the schools follow-
ing health ministry advice and 

handed them back,” he said. 
Most of the people quaran-

tined were workers from Thai-
land and some from Malaysia. 
The total number was 310. Two 
were infected by Covid-19 in 
March and April, Moeng said.

Meanwhile, Koh Kong has se-
lected a new quarantine centre 
located in a provincial hall that 
is no longer in use. Only one per-
son is being quarantined there – 
a traveller from Thailand.

Ministry of Health secretary 
of state Yok Sambath could not 
be reached for comment. Edu-
cation Ministry spokesman 
Ros Soveacha said it will pro-
vide more information about 
the reopening of schools soon.  

“The ministry calls for school 
administrators to continue 
preparing to reopen schools 
during Covid-19,” he said.

Phnom Penh Municipal 
Education Department direc-
tor Hem Sinareth said Phnom 
Penh has selected Bak Touk 
High School as the school to 
open before others.

Sinareth said the fate of four 
schools in Phnom Penh being 
used as quarantine centres 
will be decided after a meet-
ing Wednesday.

“Regarding these four 
schools, I will have a meeting 
with the Minister of Educa-
tion tomorrow (August 26) to 
discuss the matter,” he said. 
Sinath said he will have an 
answer on Thursday. 

Cambodia has reported 
no new Covid-19 cases in 11 
days. The total number of cas-
es recorded in the Kingdom is 
273, with 263 recovered. The 
remaining 10 patients are be-

ing treated at the Chak Angre 
Krom Health Centre.

Ministry of Health spokes-
person Or Vandine said on 
Tuesday that the remaining 10 
patients are in good health.

She still called on people to 
practice Covid-19 prevention 
measures like washing hands, 
wearing masks and maintain-
ing a safe distance, despite 
the development of vaccines 
in some countries.

Chinese Premier Li Keq-
iang promised on August 24 
to give priority to countries 
along the Mekong River to 
get a vaccine from his coun-
try when it is ready.

Chinese health officials con-
firmed last weekend that Chi-
na had started using Covid-19 
vaccines on its frontline health 
officials since July 22.

Quarantine centres to be returned to ministry

The education ministry calls on administrators to be prepared to organise schools in the Covid-19 context. supplied

National
3THE PHNOM PENH POST  AuGuST  26, 2020  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

Soth Koemsoeun 

THE ownership titles of 25,600 
vehicles were transferred at 
Ministry of Public Works and 
Transport departments in 
the capital and provinces be-
tween May and August.

But ministry spokesman 
Heang Sotheayuth said car own-
ers who have yet to complete 
the proper forms should rush to 
do so to meet the deadline. 

Sotheayuth said on Tuesday 
the ministry will provide the 
service until September 30 – 
the deadline. 

However, he didn’t know yet 
whether the deadline will be 
pushed back further if the own-
ership of many vehicles have 
yet to be legally transferred. 

“I call on citizens who have 
not yet transferred ownership of 
their vehicles to transfer them, 
especially people who have just 
bought or sold vehicles.

“We gave the ultimatum of 
late September to those who 
found no original owners of 
vehicles,” he said.

Vann Raneth, a resident of 
Chbar Ampov district, trans-
ferred ownership of a car he 
purchased from a friend in July. 
He said transferring the own-
ership was easy and gave him 
peace of mind and confidence.

He said no matter where 
he drives it, he is not worried 
about inquiries by traffic po-
lice because the title states 
clearly the car belongs to him. 
It also makes it is easier if he 
decides to sell it. 

“If we didn’t transfer the 
ownership, the car belongs to 
the original owner. If we need 
to sell the car, we have to look 
for the original owner to prove 
it does belong to us,” he said.

The public works ministry is-
sued a notice on July 2 stating 
it had observed an increasing 
number of citizens participat-
ing in the programme.

The ministry has also de-
cided to transfer the owner-
ship of cars whose original 
owners cannot be found.

Deadline 
for transfer 
of vehicles 
ownership 
approaches

Guidelines out for school openings

Public has little say in gov’t spending, says NGO

The purpose of the study was to analyse public participation in the 
reform of public financial management. Hean Rangsey

A health worker disinfects a kindergarten. Schools used as quarantine 
centres will be handed back to the education ministry. facebook
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Long Kimmarita

REPREsENtatIVEs from more 
than 70 civil society organisa-
tions met with the Ministry of 
Interior on tuesday to discuss 
requests submitted to it for the 
draft Law on associations and 
NgOs (Lango).

Chhim Kan, the ministry’s dep-
uty director-general in charge of 
the Department of association 
and Political Party affairs said the 
requests were put on the agenda 
of a working group meeting set 
to take place this weekend.

People’s Centre for Devel-
opment and Peace president 
Yong Kim Eng told The Post on 
tuesday that the civil society or-
ganisations had held a national-
level consultative workshop on 
requests and recommendations 
to amend the Law on associa-
tions and NgOs and continued 
activities with the ministry at a 
hotel in Phnom Penh.

He said 75 civil society organisa-
tions and associations attended 
the workshop to examine possi-
bilities in preparation for meeting 
with the ministry. they also shared 
ideas for amending Lango. 

He said the meeting between the 
ministry and civil society organi-
sations had ended, but advocacy 
from civil society organisations 
was not over because amend-
ments to Lango are continuing. 

It is not yet known whether 
concerns and other input from 
civil society organisations would 
be incorporated into the draft.

“We discussed this together 

with participating civil society 
organisations because when the 
government ends its draft, our 
side will be invited to participate 
in the discussion,” he said.

Kim Eng said civil society organi-
sations in the past had contrib-
uted input in five provinces and 
requested changes to some points.

that included incorporat-
ing many points into the draft, 
including requesting less com-
plexity and formality in registra-
tion and reporting, and fewer 
restrictions on the activities of 
civil society organisations.

Kan told The Post on tuesday 
that a technical working group 
had met for talks over amend-
ments to the law six times already.

He said the working group 
has received a lot of input from 
civil society representatives for 
consideration.

He said the technical work-
ing group will hold a meeting to 
check and prepare the amend-
ment on Friday.

“We held consultative meetings 
with the representatives of civil so-
ciety organisations six times so far. 
so, all the requests and input will 
be incorporated [into the draft] 
and the working group will again 
check the landscape,” he said.

Consisting of nine chapters 
and 39 articles, the last amend-
ed Lango was approved in 2015. 

National and international 
civil society organisations have 
criticised the law, saying it re-
stricted the rights and freedoms 
of associations and NgOs to 
carry out their work.

Interior Ministry takes 
input on Lango draft

Dolphins face fishing threat 
Khouth Sophak Chakrya

F
IsHINg offences in 
the anlong Kampi 
Irrawaddy dolphin 
conservation area 

are still happening despite a 
ban, the Kampi fishing com-
munity said.

Most fish poachers use 
electric shock devices with 
power connected to their 
nets to catch fish in deep 
water, a practice that affects 
rare and endangered fish 
and dolphins. 

Kampi fishing community 
chief thon Narong told The 
Post on Monday that illegal 
fishing on a large scale must 
be stopped. Investigations 
also need to be launched to 
catch offenders who use illegal 
devices in prohibited areas.  

“they have to send the 
cases to court or the Ir-
rawaddy dolphins in the 
Mekong River will become 
extinct.

“Offenders mostly use elec-
tric shocks of 30,000W con-
nected to their fishing nets 
to catch fish in deep water. 
they do it at night and even 
in the daytime,” he said.

He said his community 
team recently worked in col-
laboration with the Fisher-
ies administration to arrest 
three offenders and recov-
ered many shock devices, 
batteries, and inductors at 
the anlong Kampi Irrawaddy 
dolphin conservation area. 

theng Pheap the chief of 

the People’s Defence Force 
of Kampi in sambok com-
mune, Chitr Borei district 
told The Post it is not easy 
to catch offenders. It is also 
dangerous for members of 
his team. 

“sometimes perpetra-
tors have many people with 
high-powered electric shock 
tools and boats with big en-
gines that have chased and 
sunk our boats when they 
saw our team had only four 
or five people and no river 
guard.

“Protecting fishery resourc-
es, especially the Irrawaddy 

dolphins in the anlong Kam-
pi Irrawaddy dolphin conser-
vation area, is our responsi-
bility,” Pheap said.

according to Pheap, the liv-
ing standard of the people in 
sambok commune, especially 
Kampi villagers, has improved 
due to the income from na-
tional and international tour-
ists who visit the attractive Ir-
rawaddy dolphins.

using shock tools and 
fishing nets to fish the an-
long Kampi area and other 
areas in the Mekong from 
Kratie to stung treng, which 
is connected to the thai bor-

der, is prohibited, according 
to Mok Ponlok, provincial 
deputy director of the Fish-
eries administration.

three dolphins have died 
this year after it was suspect-
ed they were trapped by fish-
ing nets or shocked, he said. 

“We are concerned about 
this case. We put in a lot of ef-
fort to protect them with day-
time and night patrols from 
20 to 22 times per month to 
protect fish and dolphins. 

“Irrawaddy dolphins rep-
resent the identity of Kratie 
and stung treng and belong 
to the world,” he said.

Fish poachers using electric shock devices and nets are endangering the Irrawaddy dolphin population 
which could soon be extinct unless more action is taken to protect the popular creatures. supplied
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Business
Trading informaTion on Cambodia SeCuriTieS exChange

Auction Trading Method (ATM)

no SToCk CloSing PriCe oPening PriCe high low

1 ABC 17,260 17,280 17,280 17,200

2 GTI 3,600 3,600 3,600 3,600

3 PAS 14,680 14,800 14,840 14,600

4 PEPC 3,450 3,420 3,450 3,380

5 PPAP 11,680 11,600 11,680 11,600

6 PPSP 2,270 2,270 2,270 2,270

7 PWSA 5,840 5,800 5,840 5,800

Date: August 25, 2020

USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,103 1.3211 6.9126 106.28 4.1705 1.3690 31.47 0.7169 1.1841 1.3113

‘Ready’ to reel in sK investors
Hin Pisei

C
aMBODIa expects to capture 
more south Korean investment in 
electronic components for export 
as the ongoing trade row between 

the world’s two largest economies shifts fac-
tory operators’ sights to the asEaN bloc.

Cambodian ambassador to south Ko-
rea Long Dimanche told The Post on 
tuesday that he is working to convince 
Korean investors to set up electronic 
components plants in the Kingdom.

He noted the job creation, national 
economic growth boost and sharpened 
competitive edge that the additional in-
vestment would provide the Kingdom.

as sino-us trade disputes intensify, he 
said many south Korean companies are 
opting to relocate their factories from 
China to asEaN countries such as Cam-
bodia, Vietnam, thailand and Malaysia.

He added that Vietnam currently hosts 
a number of giant companies from Ko-
rea, such as Lg and samsung, all of 
which need components to assemble 
into finished products.

“What I am trying to do now is to draw 
in Koreans to invest in Cambodia and 
produce components for all the huge 
companies,” he said.

as more and more Korean investors show 
an interest in venturing into Cambodia, Di-
manche said: “I plan to make a presenta-
tion on the opportunities and potential in 
Cambodia to Korean investors soon.”

Royal academy of Cambodia econom-
ics researcher Hong Vanak on tuesday 
said the Kingdom is currently transition-
ing into a skills-driven labour-intensive 
growth model and boasts many skilled 
labourers who used to work in the south 

Korean industrial sector.
He said the added Korean-owned elec-

tronic components factories would be a 
boon for the Kingdom, noting the sheer 
scale of Korean companies.

“they’ll not only create new job op-
portunities, but also inject revenue into 
the Cambodian economy through tax 
revenue,” Vanak said.

He said its ongoing free trade agreement 
(Fta) negotiations with south Korea under-
pin the Kingdom’s investment prospects.

Cambodian-Korean bilateral Fta talks 
began late last month, marking a step-
ping stone for the Kingdom to diversify 
its product exports, following the com-
pletion of similar talks with China.

Ministry of Commerce spokesman 

Long Kemvichet told The Post in De-
cember that south Korea was among the 
Kingdom’s best trading partners, with 
trade volume increasing year-on-year.

“While bilateral trade between the two 
countries is not as large as in the us or Euro-
pean markets, south Korea is one of Cambo-
dia’s largest trading partners in asia,” he said.

Bilateral trade between Cambodia and 
south Korea reached over $1 billion last 
year, up more than 36 per cent from $756 
million in 2018, the ministry reported. 
the Kingdom exported $335 million in 
goods and imported $696 million.

the Kingdom mainly exported cloth-
ing and footwear and imported vehicles, 
electronics, machinery and spare parts, 
it added.

Thou Vireak

tHaILaND’s largest agro-in-
dustrial company, Kaset thai 
International sugar Corp Pcl 
(KtIs group), is interested in 
investing in a whisky distill-
ery in Cambodia, according 
to Cambodian ambassador 
to thailand Ouk sorphorn.

the company expressed 
its interest during a visit by 
sorphorn last week. He was 
visiting to learn about KtIs 
group’s production line of 
sugar and ethanol refined 
from sugarcane.

He said during the visit he 
urged company representatives 
to expand business operations 
in Cambodia to take advantage 
of its special economic zones 
and the Cambodia-China Free 
trade agreement (Fta), which 
will be signed this year.

“In response, KtIs repre-
sentatives expressed interest 
in investing in the establish-
ment of a factory in Cambo-
dia to produce spirits,” sor-
phorn said.

Chan Davy, the founder of 
Far East Import Export Co 
Ltd, a local brewery and whis-
ky exporter incorporated on 
april 30, 2018, told The Post 
on tuesday that such a de-
velopment would not affect 
the local market. she said the 
project would help create job 
opportunities.

“to my understanding, in-
vesting in setting up a distill-
ery in Cambodia will not af-
fect the local alcohol market. 
We’ll boast more products 
and better market competi-
tion,” she said.

Ministry of Industry, science, 
technology and Innovation 
spokesman Oum sotha told 

The Post in april that the gov-
ernment is attracting local and 
foreign investors and encour-
aging investment in all kinds of 
food and beverage processing 
plants to curb imports.

“Of course, whisky is not a 
necessary product, but as long 
as the demand in the domes-
tic and export markets is there 
and we’re able to foster a com-
petitive marketplace, Cambo-
dia should allow the establish-
ment of this type of factory as a 
practical investment,” he said.

the Council for the Devel-
opment of Cambodia (CDC) 
has approved two brewery 
projects this year.

In June, it approved Vattanac 
Brewery Co Ltd’s $87 million 
brewery project in Prek Eng 
commune’s Roboh angkanh 
village in Phnom Penh’s south-
eastern Chbar ampov district, 
which the CDC said would 
provide 899 jobs.

In april, it approved Hanu-
man Beverages Co Ltd’s $160.6 
million brewery and bever-
age factory project in Chhak 
Chhoeu Neang commune’s 
trapaing Veng village in Kan-
dal province’s western ang 
snuol district, which the CDC 
said would create 1,545 jobs.

there were 10 breweries and 
beverage factories registered 
with the industry ministry, it 
reported earlier in april.

they include ana Water and 
smiler Beverage Co Ltd, asian 
sunrise Co Ltd, Cambodia 
Brewery Ltd (CBL), Cambrew 
Ltd, Daun Penh Food & Bever-
age Co Ltd, Khmer Beverage 
Co Ltd, Far East Import Export 
Co Ltd, Kingdom Breweries 
(Cambodia) Limited, Media 
gB Enterprise Co Ltd and 
Phnom Penh Beer Co Ltd.

CaMBODIaN mattress man-
ufacturers are among export-
ers suspected by the us of 
dumping practices.

the thai Department of 
Foreign trade revealed that 
the us has opened anti-
dumping (aD) investigation 
against suppliers from seven 
countries, including Cambo-
dia and thailand.

the action was initiated af-
ter us manufacturers called 
for an inquiry as they found 
additional imports were dam-
aging their business.

Meanwhile, as part of the 
investigation into tyres im-
ported from four countries, 
including thailand (but not 
Cambodia), the manufactur-
ers have to answer a ques-
tionnaire and return it before 
september 4.

Department director-gener-
al Keerati Rushchano said the 
us Department of Commerce 
had recently announced the 
opening of an investigation 
into mattress products origi-
nating from seven countries 
– Cambodia, thailand, Viet-
nam, Indonesia, Malaysia, 
serbia and turkey.

the investigation follows 
a complaint by us mattress 
makers that the volume of im-
ports from all seven countries 
had increased, likely due to 
dumping in the us market, af-
fecting product price, he said.

us manufacturers have 
complained about, inter alia, 
declining market share, declin-
ing sales, declining profits. In 
addition, an inquiry for coun-
tervailing duty (CVD) measures 
for mattresses from China has 

also been opened, he added.
“the us Department of 

Commerce will send a ques-
tionnaire to the thai mattress 
manufacturers.

“after discussions with thai 
mattress manufacturers, it was 
found that if us were to take aD 
measures, it would be unfair 
since thai mattresses exported 
to the us have many purposes, 
such as health mattresses, mat-
tress for preventing back pain, 
etc which us manufacturers 
may not be making, or whose 
production is not enough to 
meet rising consumer needs,” 
said Keerati.

In 2018, thailand exported 
75,000 pieces worth 40 mil-
lion baht ($1.27 million), but 
last year the volume increased 
sharply to 830,000 pieces, val-
ued at 1.9 billion.

the us Department of 
Commerce opened an inves-
tigation into antidumping and 
countervailing duties (aD/
CVD) on tyre products origi-
nating from four countries 
– thailand, south Korea, Viet-
nam and taiwan – as of May.

according to the us steel 
trade union’s complaint, 
imports rose 20 per cent be-
tween 2017 and 2019, or 85.3 
million tyres, worth $4.4 bil-
lion, possibly as a result of 
dumping.

the us authorities have 
selected two manufacturers 
from each of the four coun-
tries to answer a question-
naire about production data, 
exports, sales, profits, et cet-
era, which must be complet-
ed by september 4. THE NATION 

(THAILAND)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

thai firm mulls whisky 
factory in Cambodia

Mattress makers under us scanner

Cambodian ambassador to Thailand Ouk Sorphorn (third from left) 
visits KTIS Group to learn about its production line of sugar and ethanol 
refined from sugarcane. SUPPLIED

Cambodian ambassador to South Korea Long Dimanche says he is working to convince Korean 
investors to set up electronic components factories in the Kingdom. FACEBOOK
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of this year, which was $1.2 mil-
lion or 11.30 per cent, more 
than the year-ago period.

But net profit took an 
$823,487 dive (14.45 per cent) 
on a yearly basis to $4.5 mil-
lion (40.63 per cent of its 2020 
target) for the first half.

Yves Jacquot, chairman of 
private financial institution 
advanced Bank of asia Ltd 
(aBa), said in its filing to CsX 
that Cambodian businesses 
continue to bear the impact of 
the global economic slowdown 
provoked by Covid-19.

He said the bank disbursed 
6,114 business loans worth $322.5 
million in the second quarter, 
growing its gross loan portfolio 
by 4.2 per cent on a quarterly 
basis to the tune of $3.1 billion.

aBa secured $32.1 million in 
net profit during the period, 
while total net profit soared to 
$65.6 million in the January-
June period, he said.

the bank “will continue 
helping its borrowers over-
come these times of hardship 
through its Loan Restructuring 
Policy”, Jacquot said, adding 
that aBa restructured 8,509 
loans worth $435.7 million.

Meanwhile, bond-listed sri 
Lankan-owned LOLC (Cambo-
dia) Plc reported 306 billion riel 
in interest revenue in the first half 
of this year, up 94 billion riel or 44 
per cent year-on-year, and 85.7 
billion riel in net interest income, 
up 21 per cent year-on-year.

Bond-listed microfinance 
firm Hattha Kaksekar Ltd 
(HKL), a wholly-owned sub-
sidiary of thai-based Bank of 
ayudhya Pcl (Krungsri), regis-
tered a four per cent gain in 
deposits in april-June, with a 
total of $581 million, while its 
loan portfolio shed $26 million 
to stand at $1.1 billion.

It cited a slowdown in loan 
booking during april-May, at the 
height of pandemic uncertainty.

automotive, heavy equip-
ment, engineering and food 
services conglomerate RMa 
(Cambodia) Plc (RMaC), 
which just bond-listed in april, 
posted 645.9 billion riel in first 
half revenue, up from 642 bil-
lion in the year-ago period.

It recorded 58.4 billion riel in 
profit during the period, sliding 
3.8 per cent below its first half 
2019 result of 60.7 billion riel.

CsX vice-chairman Ha Jong-
weon said the listed firms’ per-
formance is largely dependent 
of the industry in which they 
operate.

But overall, he said, their 
pandemic-era performance 
was highly encouraging.

“the pandemic really has 
had an impact on the business 
of CsX’s listed companies. 
However, there shouldn’t be 
any concern since the compa-
nies are doing just fine and the 
impact has merely slowed 
down the pace of their growth 
which would have been a lot 
more stringent had Covid-19 
not interfered,” Ha said.

Covid-19-era results 
‘highly encouraging’China firm ‘eager’ to ship fruits

Thou Vireak

M
INIstER of agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries Veng 
sakhon said a Chinese com-
pany was keen on investing 

in buying fresh fruits from Cambodia to 
process and package for export to the 
Chinese market.

this comes following a Monday meet-
ing held at the ministry between sakhon 
and the company’s CEO Wang Bingnan 
to discuss investment plans in the King-
dom’s agricultural sector.

the ministry named the company as 
“tian tian” in a statement. But in a mes-
sage to The Post, sakhon later identified 
the company as the shanghai-based 
Fruit Day E-Commerce Co Ltd.

the ministry reported sakhon as say-
ing that the investment is in line with 
the ministry’s agricultural development 
plan to strengthen domestic production 
and boost the national economy via the 
modernisation of agriculture, process-
ing, packaging and export.

“I welcome and support companies 
involved in investment projects for buy-
ing, processing, packaging and export of 
fresh fruits from Cambodia to the Chi-
nese market,” he said.

He added that Wang had previously 
visited the Kingdom to assess the quality 
of local mango, longan, jackfruit, durian, 
fragrant coconut and grapefruit products, 
confident that they would garner support 
and secure a strong market in China.

“I encouraged the company to sign a 
Memorandum of understanding with 
the ministry so that the ministry can fa-
cilitate production through community 
contracting, particularly export regula-
tions,” sakhon said.

Hun Lak, the director of Longmate ag-
riculture Co Ltd, which invests in 1,000ha 

of banana plantations in Kampot prov-
ince, told The Post on tuesday that com-
pany representatives met with him prior 
to their meeting with the minister, eager 
to learn about his banana production.

“Provided that they meet adequate 
standards, are high-quality and at the 
right price, I’m sure the company will ex-
tend a helping hand to bring Cambodi-
an agricultural products to the Chinese 
market,” he said.

He noted the company’s interest in 
supplying local mangoes, jackfruits, 
durian and grapefruits to China.

He said he hopes that the soon-to-be-
signed Cambodia-China bilateral free trade 
agreement will enable the access of more 
Cambodian fruits to asia’s largest market 
through major Chinese companies.

“I have prepared a mango farm and 
would like to put together a mango com-
munity, and provide them with techno-
logical assistance and input.

“We’ll set up contracts to buy fresh 
mangoes and pack them for export to 
China,” Lak said.

Fresh mangoes and yellow bananas are 
the only two agricultural products to be 
officially permitted for export to China.

Cambodia exported a total of 2.68 mil-
lion tonnes of agricultural products in 
the first seven months of this year, the 
ministry reported.

shipments of mangoes and its dehydrat-
ed products accounted for 49,937 tonnes, 
while fresh yellow bananas tallied 167,754 
tonnes. the Kingdom currently exports 61 
agricultural products to 59 countries.

Cambodia exported a total of 2.68 million tonnes of agricultural products in the first seven months 
of this year, with fresh yellow banana shipments tallying 167,754 tonnes. LONGMATE AGRICULTURE
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MEDICaL cannabis will be 
raised to the status of an eco-
nomic crop in thailand and 
exported across the world, ac-
cording to a government sub-
committee studying the draft 
law on cultivation of cannabis 
and thai hemp.

the subcommittee said 
thai farmers should also 
have access to both certi-
fied commercial cannabis 
seed and be able to generate 
their own seed stocks, said 
Weerachai na Nakorn, an 
adviser to a community can-
nabis enterprise in Buriram 
province.

Buriram shares an 18.5km 
border with Banteay 
Meanchey province’s north-
ernmost Banteay Chhmar 
commune and a 29.4km bor-
der with Oddar Meanchey 
province’s westernmost 
ampil commune in Cambo-
dia’s northwest.

the government panel 
agreed to promote thai med-
ical cannabis in the asian, 
European and us markets, 
he added, speaking at a semi-
nar organised by the Play La 
Ploen community cannabis 
enterprise in the northeast-
ern province.

Large areas of thailand are 
suitable for cultivation of 
medical cannabis, which will 
significantly boost incomes 
in the agricultural and associ-

ated industrial sector, accord-
ing to studies conducted on 
the crop, which was legalised 
last year.

However, Weerachai said, 
thailand currently has only 
four cannabis cultivars 
(RPF1-4) and needs to devel-
op more varieties to support 
industrial production.

Each different hemp culti-
var has unique characteris-
tics and is suited to a specific 
geography, he added. some 
are more fibrous, some pro-
duce lots of seeds, and some 
are high in cannabidiol and 
related compounds.

the Play La Ploen enter-
prise is collaborating with 
the government Pharma-
ceutical Organisation on a 
pilot contract farming proj-
ect to grow high-CBD medi-
cal marijuana and build 
a network of community  
producers.

the pilot project is cul-
tivating two strains, a thai 
and a foreign cultivar, said 
thanaporn Pornsangkul, 
a scientist at Play La Ploen 
community enterprise. the 
goal is to produce cannabis 
drugs for more than 20 north-
eastern hospitals in Nakhon 
Ratchasima, Chaiyaphum, 
Buriram and surin (which also 
borders Cambodia’s Oddar 
Meanchey). THE NATION (THAILAND)/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Medical cannabis 
industry gears up to 
drive thai economy

trade talks, Covid treatment 
help markets post fresh gains
a

sIaN and European 
markets mostly rose 
on tuesday with 
investors taking reas-

surance from news that China 
and the us had agreed to press 
on with their trade pact, while 
hopes for a virus treatment 
provided extra support.

the gains followed yet an-
other record day on Wall street 
as coronavirus cases appear to 
be slowing in the us, but also 
as Europe sees a worrying 
surge and as Hong Kong re-
searchers identified what they 
said was the first confirmed 
case of re-infection.

China and the us provided 
dealers with some much-
needed cheer after announc-
ing top representatives had 
held phone talks on their trade 
agreement signed in January.

there had been concerns 
about the future of the deal as 
the countries’ relations grow 
increasingly fraught over is-
sues including Hong Kong, the 
virus, Huawei and tiktok.

But on tuesday, the Minis-
try of Commerce said Vice-
Premier Liu He spoke to us 
trade Representative Robert 
Lighthizer and secretary of the 
treasury steven Mnuchin, and 
both sides “agreed to create 
conditions and atmosphere to 
continue to push forward the 
implementation of the phase-
one of the China-us econom-

ic and trade agreement”.
the us side added in a sep-

arate statement that the two 
had discussed steps China 
had agreed to address in the 
agreement, including intel-
lectual property and forced 
technology transfer.

It said: “the parties also 
discussed the significant in-
creases in purchases of us 
products by China as well as 
future actions needed to im-
plement the agreement.

“Both sides see progress and 
are committed to taking the 
steps necessary to ensure the 
success of the agreement.”

While there was an expec-
tation the deal would remain 
intact, the news will take 
away one key matter of con-
cern for investors.

tokyo, seoul and singapore 
all jumped more than one per 
cent, while sydney gained 0.5 
per cent and taipei put on 0.9 
per cent with Mumbai gaining 
0.1 per cent. Manila, Bangkok 
and Jakarta were also higher.

London, Paris and Frankfurt 
all rose in the morning. How-
ever, Hong Kong and shang-
hai ended slightly lower.

Markets were already buoy-
ant on growing optimism that 

a vaccine for the coronavirus 
is close, with us President 
Donald trump said to be 
considering fast-tracking an 
experimental treatment from 
Britain that could be ready for 
use by November.

that followed news that the 
us Food and Drug adminis-
tration is looking to expand 
access to a virus treatment 
involving blood plasma from 
recovered patients.

stephen Innes at axiCorp 
said: “a vaccine and possible 
treatment raise hope that in 
the not-too-distant future, 
symptoms of Covid-19 infec-
tions may become relatively 
mild, like a cough and runny 
nose caused by influenza, and 
possibly the vaccine could 
even provide a cure.

“But in either outcome, the 
Covid-19 flu will no longer 
pose a significant health risk, 
and the economy could re-
turn to standard quicker. In-
deed, the ultimate one-stop 
recession plugger could be 
but a trip to your local clinic.”

attention is on this week’s 
virtual meeting of central 
bankers, with the key event 
being a speech by us Federal 
Reserve chief Jerome Powell, 
hoping he provides an update 
on the world’s top economy 
and some forward guidance 
on his plans for monetary 
policy. AFP

There had been concerns about the future of the trade pact as Sino-US 
relations grow increasingly fraught over issues including Hong Kong, 
Covid-19, Huawei and TikTok. AFP
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anew, To and his team 
sequenced the two virus 
strains and compared their 
genomes, or genetic coding.

The two viral signatures were 
“completely different”, and 
belonged to different corona-
virus lineages, or clades.

The first closely resembled 
strains collected in March 
and April, and the second 
strain matched the virus 
found in Europe – where the 
patient had just been visiting 
– in July and August.

“The virus mutates all the 
time. It is very unlikely that the 
patient would have gotten the 
second virus during the first 
infection,” said To.

The fact that a blood sample 
– taken shortly after the posi-
tive test at the airport – showed 
no antibodies is a further indi-
cation that the second virus 
had not been lingering unno-
ticed for months.

“This is certainly stronger 
evidence of reinfection than 
some of the previous reports 
because it uses the genome 
sequence of the virus to sepa-
rate the two infections,” said 
Jeffrey Barret, a senior scien-
tific consultant for the Covid-
19 Genome Project at the Wel-
come Sanger Institute, 
commenting on the study.

Up to now, there have been 
many cases of suspected re-
infection, but none were able 
to rule out the possibility that 
the virus has remained latent 
and re-emerged after weeks 
or months.

But experts differed as to 
how alarmed the world should 
be by the new findings, which 
will be published in the peer-
reviewed medical journal 

Clinical Infectious Diseases.
“This is a worrying finding 

for two reasons,” said David 
Strain, a clinical senior lec-
turer at the University of Exeter 
Medical School.

“It suggests that previous 
infections are not protective. 
It also raises the possibility 
that vaccinations may not pro-
vide the hope that we have 
been waiting for.”

If antibodies don’t provide last-
ing protection, “we will need to 
revert to a strategy of viral near-
elimination in order to return to 
a normal life”, he added.

In the same vein, To said 
that scientists developing 
vaccines should look not just 
at the immune response, but 
at the duration of protection 
from infection.

But other researchers sug-
gested that the case uncovered 
was far more likely to be 
extremely rare.

“It is to be expected that the 
virus will naturally mutate 
over time,” said microbiol-
ogist Brendan Wren of the 
London School of Hygiene & 
Tropical Medicine.

“This is a very rare example 
of re-infection and it should 
not negate the global drive to 
develop Covid-19 vaccines.”

Barrett agreed. He said: “This 
may be very rare, and it may 
be that second infections – 
when they do occur – are not 
serious.”

Indeed, the reinfection of 
the Hong Kong patient was 
complete asymptomatic.

But this could also mean that 
such an outcome may be more 
common than suspected, To 
said. “People don’t get tested 
all the time after they recover, 
especially if they have no 
symptoms.” AFP

P
OLICE fired tear gas 
on Monday when a 
protest demanding 
racial justice in the 

city of Kenosha in the state of 
Wisconsin turned violent, as 
rage builds once more in the 
US at the shooting of a black 
man by a white officer.

Clashes erupted for a second 
night after a video circulated 
showing 29-year-old Jacob 
Blake being shot and wound-
ed in the back multiple times 
by police on Sunday with his 
three children watching.

Shortly after a curfew im-
posed on Kenosha County be-
gan at 8:00pm (0100 GMT on 
Tuesday), local police dressed 
in crowd control gear began 
pushing protesters back from 
outside a county courthouse 
using tear gas.

They fired after the demon-
strators began throwing water 
bottles at the Kenosha County 
Sheriff’s officers. Some protest-
ers then launched fireworks 
and more bottles at officers.

The clashes came hours 
after some two dozen police 
faced off against hundreds of 
demonstrators chanting “No 
justice, no peace” and “Say 
his name – Jacob Blake”.

Blake, 29, was airlifted to the 
hospital in Milwaukee in seri-
ous condition, but local media 
reported on Monday afternoon 

that his family said he was out 
of surgery and improving.

Kenosha County, on the 
shores of Lake Michigan, 
has declared a curfew from 
8:00pm until 7:00am on Tues-
day, after protesters set alight 
several city vehicles and dam-
aged the county courthouse 
late on Sunday.

County sheriff David Beth 
said in a statement: “The pub-
lic needs to be off the streets 
for their safety.”

Wisconsin governor Tony 
Evers said he was sending 
125 members of the National 
Guard to the city to maintain 
order on Monday night.

He urged protesters to be 
peaceful, adding: “We must 
see the trauma, fear and ex-
haustion of being black in our 
state and our country.”

One couple, who only gave 
their names as Michelle and 
Kalvin, had brought their 
seven-year-old daughter and 

eight-year-old son with them.
Michelle said: “I want my kids 

to see how change happens 
and am here so nothing like 
this ever happens to them.”

Another resident, 37-year-
old Sherese Lott, called for 
police to be held accountable 
in such killings.

She said: “If I killed some-
one I’d be convicted and re-
garded as a murderer. I think 
it should be the same for the 
police.” AFP
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Rage builds once more in the US at the shooting of a black man by a white officer. AFP

US protesters, police face off 
after black man shot in back

Re-infection ‘very rare’, 
‘shouldn’t negate’ work  
on Covid-19 vaccines

TikTok sues Trump over looming ban
VIDEO app TikTok on Mon-
day filed a lawsuit challenging 
the US government’s crack-
down on the popular Chi-
nese-owned platform, which 
Washington accuses of being 
a national security threat.

As tensions soared between 
the world’s two biggest econ-
omies, US President Donald 
Trump signed an executive 
order on August 6 giving 
Americans 45 days to stop 
doing business with TikTok’s 
Chinese parent company 
ByteDance Ltd – effectively 
setting a deadline for a sale of 
the app to a US company.

TikTok argued in the suit 
that Trump’s order was a 
misuse of the International 
Emergency Economic Pow-
ers Act because the platform 
– on which users share often 
playful short-form videos – is 
not “an unusual and extraor-
dinary threat”.

The executive order “has the 
potential to strip the rights of 
that community without any 
evidence to justify such an 
extreme action”, the suit con-
tended.

TikTok said: “We believe the 
administration ignored our 
extensive efforts to address 
its concerns, which we con-
ducted fully and in good faith 
even as we disagreed with the 

concerns themselves.”
TikTok’s kaleidoscopic feeds 

of clips feature everything 
from dance routines and hair-
dye tutorials to jokes about 
daily life and politics.

The app has been down-
loaded 175 million times in 
the US and more than a bil-
lion times around the world.

The Trump administra-
tion has separately given 
ByteDance a deadline to di-
vest TikTok before the app is 
banned in the US.

Trump argues that TikTok 
could be used by China to 

track the locations of federal 
employees, build dossiers on 
people for blackmail, and con-
duct corporate espionage.

The company holds firm 
that it has never provided any 
US user data to the Chinese 
government, and Beijing has 
blasted Trump’s crackdown 
as political.

The US measures come 
ahead of November 3 elec-
tions in which Trump, be-
hind his rival Joe Biden in the 
polls, is campaigning hard on 
an increasingly strident anti-
Beijing message.

TikTok said: “The admin-
istration failed to follow due 
process and act in good faith, 
neither providing evidence 
that TikTok was an actual 
threat, nor justification for its 
punitive actions.

“We believe the administra-
tion’s decisions were heavily 
politicised, and industry ex-
perts have said the same.”

A lawsuit filed last week 
against Trump by a freshly-
formed “WeChat Users Alli-
ance” aims a separate August 
6 executive order banning the 
messaging app popular with 
Chinese speakers.

The suit argued: “The Ex-
ecutive Order singles out 
people of Chinese and Chi-
nese-American ancestry and 
subjects them to disparate 
treatment based on race, eth-
nicity, nationality, national 
origin, and alienage.”

The suit contends the or-
der is illegal, and so vaguely 
worded that it is not clear 
whether people using the 
app to message friends or run 
businesses will be considered 
law-breakers.

It also says no evidence has 
been shown that WeChat is a 
threat to US national security. 
The alliance said it is not affili-
ated with WeChat owner Ten-
cent, based in China. AFP

Chinese-owned video app TikTok filed a lawsuit challenging the US 
government’s crackdown on it. AFP

TALKS between West African 
envoys and Mali’s new mili-
tary rulers on Monday failed 
to yield an agreement on how 
the country should return to 
civilian rule after last week’s 
coup, negotiators said.

Separately, both sides said 
ousted president Ibrahim 
Boubacar Keita – whose re-
turn to office had initially 
been demanded by the re-
gional bloc Economic Com-
munity of West African 
States (Ecowas) – no longer 
wished to govern.

Deadlock on the key is-
sue of civilian transition 
emerged after the fledgel-
ing junta denied it wanted a 
three-year handover period 
overseen by a soldier.

The new junta’s spokes-
man, Colonel Ismael Wague, 
told reporters that “there 
were discussions on both 
sides, given that at this stage 
nothing has been set down, 
nothing has been decided, 
and that as far as we are con-
cerned, the final architecture 
of the transition will be dis-
cussed and defined by us”.

The chief Ecowas envoy, 
former Nigerian president 
Goodluck Jonathan said: 
“We have agreed on a num-
ber of issues, but there are 
some issues that we have 
not agreed.

“So on those issues, we told 
the military officers the think-
ing of Ecowas and we asked 
them to go and review.” AFP

Mali talks end but no 
agreement reached  
on transitional gov’t



MALAYSIAN police insisted on 
Monday that there was no indica-
tion a French-Irish teenager was 
kidnapped from a jungle resort, 
as an inquest began into the girl’s 
death following her disappearance 
while on holiday.

The body of Nora Quoirin, a 15-
year-old with learning difficulties, 
was discovered unclothed last year 
after a massive hunt through the 
rainforest. But authorities said there 
was no sign of foul play.

However, her parents – who believe 
there was a criminal element to her 

death, as the teen would not have 
wandered off alone – pushed for an 
inquest and authorities agreed.

At the start of proceedings on 
Monday, senior police official Mo-
hamad Mat Yusop described how he 
inspected the bungalow where the 
girl and her family were staying and 
saw nothing suspicious.

“There was no indication the vic-
tim was kidnapped,” he told the in-
quest in the city of Seremban, which 
is set to hear from some 64 witness-
es, including the teen’s parents.

“We did not receive any telephone 
calls – usually in this kind of case we 
will get a call to say the victim has 
been kidnapped and is in the hands 
of certain people, and they would 
demand a ransom.

“I believe the missing person 
climbed out of the window,” Mo-
hamad added.

A second witness, resort owner 
Haanim Ahmed Bamadhaj, said the 
latch of the window the teen is believed 
to have climbed out of was broken, and 
there was no CCTV at the site.

Two windows from the bungalow 

were shown in court, one of which 
had a broken latch.

Quoirin’s disappearance from the 
Dusun Resort south of Kuala Lum-
pur, where she was staying with her 
London-based family, triggered a 10-
day hunt involving helicopters, sniff-
er dogs and hundreds of searchers.

Her body was discovered close to 
the jungle retreat and an autopsy 
found that she probably starved 
and died of internal bleeding after 
spending about a week in the dense 
rainforest.

Mohamad, the state police chief of 
Negeri Sembilan, told the court how 
he immediately ordered a search af-
ter being informed on August 4 last 
year that the girl was missing.

“I assured the father we will use 
all our resources to find the missing 
girl.”

The voice of the girl’s mother 
calling “Nora darling, Nora, Nora, 
mummy here” was played to the 
court – a recording that was used 
during the hunt to try to lure her out 
of the jungle.

Ahead of the inquest, the teen’s 
parents Meabh and Sebastien Quoi-
rin described it as “a crucial element 
in the fight for truth and justice for 
Nora”.

They said in a statement: “We hope 
that all avenues surrounding Nora’s 
disappearance will be fully explored 
and not just the theory which the 
police has always favoured.”

Earlier this month, the coroner 
went to the Dusun Resort and vis-
ited the area where the body was 
found, police said.

The teenager’s Irish mother and 
French father are not present at the 
inquest because of the coronavirus 
pandemic but are following it via a 
video-conferencing platform.

Other expected witnesses include 
hikers who found her body and a 
British forensics expert, who will 
join by video link. AFP
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Facebook may sue Thailand

‘No sign’ French-Irish teen taken

F
ACEBOOK is planning 
legal action against the 
government for forc-
ing it to block a page 

deemed critical of the monar-
chy, CNN reported on Monday.

“After careful review, Face-
book has determined that we 
are compelled to restrict ac-
cess to content, which the Thai 
government has deemed to be 
illegal,” a Facebook spokes-
person told CNN Business.

Facebook had been forced to 
block local access to the “Roy-
alist Marketplace” page, which 
has one million members. News 
of the page, which features the 
Royal family, being blocked was 

first reported by Reuters.
CNN Business reporter Ri-

shi Iyengar quoted Facebook 
as saying it has been under 
pressure from the Thai gov-
ernment to restrict certain 
instances of political speech, 
with the government threat-
ening to launch criminal pro-
ceedings against Facebook 
representatives in Thailand.

Facebook said it is now con-
sidering taking legal action it-
self.

Iyengar said: “Requests like 
this are severe, contravene inter-
national human rights law and 
have a chilling effect on people’s 
ability to express themselves.

“We work to protect and de-
fend the rights of all internet 
users and are preparing to le-
gally challenge this request.”

Meanwhile, Minister of 
Digital Economy and Society 
Buddhipongse Punnakanta, 
who Facebook said it has 
been in discussions with, did 
not immediately respond to a 
request for comment.

under Thai law, defaming 
the King, Queen, heir-appar-
ent or regent can result in a 
15-year jail sentence.

But human rights groups 
say the law has been increas-
ingly used as a political tool, as 
ordinary Thai citizens, as well 

as the government, can bring 
charges on behalf of the King.

Despite that, thousands of pro-
testers have taken to the streets in 
Bangkok in recent days demand-
ing reform of the monarchy.

Royalist Marketplace was 
started on April 16 by Pavin 
Chachavalpongpun, an exiled 
Thai dissident based in Japan.

Pavin did not immediately 
respond to a request for com-
ment from CNN, but told Reu-
ters that Facebook was “coop-
erating with the authoritarian 
regime to obstruct democracy 
and cultivating authoritari-
anism in Thailand”. THE NATION 

(THAILAND)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

ISLAMIC State (IS) militants 
on Monday claimed respon-
sibility for the two powerful 
bomb explosions that killed 
15 people and wounded 75 
more – including members of 
the security forces and civil-
ians – on a southern Philip-
pine island that is a strong-
hold of Islamist militants.

Site Intelligence (SI), a uS-
based group that monitors on-
line communications among 
Muslim militant groups, report-
ed that the IS East Asia province 
had issued a statement claiming 
responsibility for the attacks.

SI also cited IS support-
ers across the globe rejoicing 
over the casualties as a result 
of the bombings.

The coordinated attacks 
happened in Jolo in Muslim-
majority Sulu, where govern-
ment-backed security forces 
have long been fighting the 
Abu Sayyaf group.

Seven soldiers, a police of-
ficer, and six civilians were 
killed in the two bombings, the 
first at around midday when 
an improvised explosive de-
vice attached to a motorcycle 
parked outside a supermarket 
blew up, Lieutenant general 
Corleto Vinluan said.

That was followed by a sec-
ond blast a short time later in 
the same street when a sui-
cide attacker blew herself up 
as security forces cordoned 
off the area, Vinluan said.

A soldier had been trying to 
apprehend the bomber when 
she detonated her explosives, 
he added.

A total of 48 civilians were 
also wounded along with 21 
soldiers and six police.

A soldier saw a person leave 
the motorbike outside the gro-
cery store “where there were a 

lot of people” including mem-
bers of the military. It imme-
diately detonated, Lieutenant 
Colonel Ronaldo Mateo said.

“Our soldiers are conducting 
security operations. That was the 
time that the improvised explo-
sive device detonated,” he said.

Abu Sayyaf was “most prob-
ably” behind the double 
bombing, Mateo said.

Listed by the uS as a terror-
ist organisation, Abu Sayyaf is 
a loose network of Islamic mili-
tants blamed for the Philippines’ 
worst terror attacks as well as 
kidnappings of foreign tourists 
and Christian missionaries.

They also have ties to IS 
militants seeking to set up a 
caliphate in Southeast Asia.

Monday’s attacks come after 
the arrest earlier this month of 
an Abu Sayyaf leader on the 
southern island of Mindanao.

Security forces had been on 
alert for possible reprisal at-
tacks after detaining Abdulji-
had Susukan, who is accused 
of kidnapping and beheading 
several foreigners.

He has been charged with 
23 murders, five kidnappings 
and six attempted murders, 
police have said.

President Rodrigo Duterte’s 
spokesman Harry Roque 
condemned the “dastardly at-
tacks” and issued condolenc-
es to the families and loved 
ones of those killed.

Roque said: “We call on 
the residents of Jolo to stay 
vigilant and report suspicious 
personalities and unattended 
items in their areas.”

The Philippine Coast guard 
issued a “red alert” for Sulu 
and several other areas in 
the restive south as it assists 
the military and police in re-
sponding to the incident.

THE Royal Thai Navy has defended 
its 22.5 billion baht ($715 million) 
deal to purchase two more subma-
rines following public complaints 
that the money should be spent on 
relieving people’s suffering amid the 
Covid-19 crisis.

Naval Operations Department chief 
Vice-Admiral Talengsak Sirisawad on 
Monday said the submarines were 
needed to protect Thai marine inter-
ests worth 24 trillion baht.

He said the submarines would re-
inforce Thailand’s bargaining power 
when negotiating with other coun-
tries to defend national interests.

Talengsak said the Navy considered 
the purchase carefully and found it 
was beneficial for the economy and 
national security.

The Navy spoke up to defend the 
deal following a public outcry when 
government coalition Members of 
Parliament (MPs) voted to purchase 
two more submarines as the economy 
sinks under the impact of Covid-19.

The subcommittee for procure-
ment, ICT, state enterprises and re-
volving funds, which is vetting the 
budget bill for 2021, voted 5:4 on Fri-
day to spend 22.5 billion baht on two 
more subs from China.

The vote was deadlocked after four 
coalition MPs from the Palang Pracha-
rath, Democrat and Bhumjaithai par-
ties approved the Navy budget for the 

China-made subs, while four opposi-
tion MPs voted against.

The opposition lawmakers were 
from Move Forward, Pheu Thai and 
Seri Ruam Thai (Thai Liberal Party).

The chairman of the subcommit-
tee, a member of the pro-military Pa-
lang Pracharath Party, then voted in 
support, resulting in approval of the 
Navy budget. 

The planned purchase is part of a 
deal signed by the military-backed 
government of Prayut Chan-o-cha to 
buy three subs from China. The first 
submarine was purchased in 2017 
and will be delivered in 2024.

Navy Comptroller-general Vice-Ad-
miral Tirakul Kanchana said the pur-
chase of all three submarines will cost 
36 billion baht. For the first sub, Thai-
land is paying over 13 billion baht in 
instalments between 2017 and 2023.

Tirakul said the purchase of two 
additional subs is part of this same 
deal, not a new procurement. The 
22.5 billion baht payment will be di-
vided into seven annual instalments 
of two-to-three billion baht, using 
the Navy regular annual budget, not 
an extra budget, he said.

Navy Chief of Staff Admiral Sittiporn 
Maskasem said any delay in purchas-
ing the subs could affect the country’s 
marine security and Thailand’s cred-
ibility in international trade. THE NATION 

(THAILAND)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Twin bombings in 
Philippines kill 14

Thai Navy defends $715M 
deal for subs as ‘good value’

we hope that all avenues surrounding 
Nora’s disappearance will be fully 
explored and not just the theory 

which the police has always favoured

Thousands of protesters have taken to the streets in Bangkok in recent days demanding reform of the monarchy. AFP
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W
HEN Premier Li 
Keqiang said on 
Monday at the 
third Lancang-

Mekong Cooperation Lead-
ers’ Meeting that China will 
give priority to providing 
Covid-19 vaccines to the 
Mekong River countries – 
Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar, 
thailand and Vietnam – and 
share hydrological informa-
tion with them, he was driv-
ing home the message that 
China will do its utmost to 
help these countries better 
cope with shared challenges.

For thousands of years, the 
4,909km river, called the Lan-
cang in China, has borne tes-
timony to the thriving cultur-
al, trade and human ties in 
the region. and although 
Monday’s meeting was virtu-
al, it provided a platform for 
the six countries to forge 
consensuses free of any 
interference from outside 
forces.

the focus of the meeting 
was on strengthening coop-
eration to address the novel 
coronavirus that necessitated 
the meeting being conducted 
by video links, including 

ways to promote the region’s 
sustainable development in 
the face of the challenges 
caused by the outbreak.

Mutual respect and win-win 
cooperation on an equal foot-
ing saw the trade volume 
between China and the other 
five countries hit more than 
$260 billion in 2018, and Chi-
na’s investment in these coun-

tries has exceeded $45 billion.
China is also a major part-

ner to the five countries in 
areas such as health, educa-
tion, technology, security, 
and various other fronts.

to some extent, it is China’s 
rise over the past 40 years 
that has driven the common 
development of the region, 
and created space for the 

countries to tap into their 
complementarities.

and their thriving coopera-
tion has fostered a strong 
sense among the six countries 
that they form a community 
with a shared future. this in 
turn has helped them main-
tain a peaceful and stable 
neighborhood environment 
that benefits all of them.

Which constitutes a stark 
contrast with the beggar-thy-
neighbor policy some coun-
tries have adopted, and the 
China threat theories some 
politicians try to peddle 
around the world.

the agenda of the meeting, 
which highlighted greater 
cooperation on public health, 
environmental and ecological 
protection and responses to 
natural disasters, along with 
the promotion of trade and 
investment, means all the 
participating countries have 
realised the urgency and 
necessity to upgrade their 
coordination and cooperation 
so as to better address these 
common challenges together.

None of these threats, 
whether the current pandemic 
or disasters related to climate 
change, can be resolved by any 
of the countries on its own.

as such, this meeting can 
be regarded as a milestone 
marking the point at which 
the close regional coopera-
tion was directed toward 
addressing nonconventional 
problems. In so doing, the 
region has again set an exam-
ple of not only how good 
neighborhood can be 
achieved, but more impor-
tantly what it can achieve. 
CHINA DAILY/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

tHE Japanese government has posi-
tioned offshore wind power genera-
tion as the main source of renewable 
energy. as there are many challenges 
before realising this, the government 
needs to provide a road map to over-
come the problems involved.

the Ministry of Economy, trade and 
Industry has decided to gradually 
mothball or decommission inefficient 
coal-fired power plants and speed up 
efforts to convert renewable energy 
into a major source of power as meas-
ures against global warming. Offshore 
wind power generation is expected to 
be a trump card for that purpose.

a public-private panel has been set 
up to promote the introduction of 
offshore wind power generation. In 
the next 10 years or so, the govern-
ment intends to develop offshore 
wind power generation that is tanta-
mount to 10 nuclear reactors.

Wind power generation has mostly 
been done on land. Wind is stronger 
on the sea than on land, and large-
scale facilities can be built offshore. 

Noise problems are also less likely to 
occur. Wind power generation, 
including that on land, accounts for 
less than one per cent of the nation’s 
total power generation. However, 
there is a lot of room for offshore 
wind power generation to expand in 
Japan as it is surrounded by the sea.

Last year, a new law that supports 
offshore wind power generation 
came into effect, making it possible 
for power generation companies to 
use government-designated sea areas 
for up to 30 years. the areas off the 
coast of goto, Nagasaki prefecture; 
Choshi, Chiba prefecture; and akita 
prefecture were designated in succes-
sion. It is hoped that businesses will 
actively participate in these projects.

the biggest challenge to be tackled 
is the lowering of costs.

Leading the way in offshore wind 
power generation is Europe, where pow-
er generation costs have fallen to less 
than 10 yen (9.4 us cents) per kWh due 
to mass production efficiency from 
large-scale development and the use of 

larger turbines. the level of costs for off-
shore wind power generation is said to 
be lower than that of thermal power 
generation.

as there are many shallow waters 
off Europe, fixed-bottom wind tur-
bines can be laid on the seabed at a 
relatively low cost. It is also blessed 
with a climatic condition where the 
westerly wind blows stably.

In Japan, the cost to introduce off-
shore wind power generation is said 
to be three times as much as that in 
Europe. among other reasons, this is 
because the number of such facilities 
is still small and most of the equip-
ment is imported.

European wind turbine manufactur-
ers are overwhelmingly strong, leading 
Hitachi, Ltd, to withdraw from in-house 
production in 2019. It is essential to 
nurture domestic manufacturers.

Japan has few shallow waters, so it has 
no choice but to rely on floating tur-
bines in the sea in order to spread off-
shore wind power generation nation-
wide. the floating type is more 

expensive than the fixed type, and there 
is almost no actual record of power gen-
eration. It is important to establish tech-
nologies and lower prices. It will also be 
necessary to develop facilities suitable 
for typhoon-prone Japan.

the government should present a 
clear strategy for expanding offshore 
wind power generation and create an 
environment in which companies 
can easily invest in these projects.

the government has increased the 
share of renewable energy, mainly 
solar power, under the feed-in tariff 
system. the charges tacked onto the 
electricity bill have reached 2.4 tril-
lion yen per year, increasing the bur-
den on households and businesses 
by more than 10 per cent.

Purchase prices for solar power gener-
ation have fallen, but if those for off-
shore wind power generation remain 
high, the burden will further increase. 
the government must thoroughly 
explain the introduction of offshore 
wind power generation to the public. THE 

YOMIURI SHIMBUN (JAPAN)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK
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Lancang-Mekong marker of cooperation

Nat’l strategy needed for offshore wind power

For thousands of years, the 4,909km Mekong River, called the Lancang in China, has borne testimony to the 
thriving cultural, trade and human ties in the region. AFP
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Japanese couple become Cape Verde envoys

a 
pair of Japanese honey-
mooners stranded in Cape 
Verde by the coronavi-
rus pandemic have been 

named unlikely ambassadors for the 
tropical paradise’s Olympic team at 
next year’s tokyo games.

rikiya and ayumi Kataoka started 
a round-the-world trip in December 
in south africa, and were working 
their way north in February when 
the scale of the pandemic began to 
become clear.

they scrapped their plans to con-
tinue on to Europe and decided to 
fly to Cape Verde. 

“We thought staying in Cape Verde 
was the safest option,” husband ri-
kiya, 29, told aFp in an online video 
interview from the island.

“We felt fortunate that we were 
able to come here. the number of 
infections was rising in Japan. Eu-
rope has also seen an explosive rise 
in cases. Honestly, i thought we got 
lucky for being able to come to a 
very peaceful place.”

But when the country’s airport 
shut down, they were stuck, and 
rikiya, who runs a sharehouse busi-
ness in tokyo and works as a vid-
eographer, began producing videos 
and photos for local restaurants and 
resorts in exchange for meals and 
lodging.

Promoting Cape Verde
He also posted videos on his insta-

gram account, featuring everything 
from ayumi strolling through the 
streets of sal island greeting waving 
residents to a local renovation and 
beautification project.

Word gradually got out and local 
media picked up the story, catching 

the eye of the country’s Olympic of-
ficials.

Leonardo Cunha, Cape Verde’s chef 
de mission for the tokyo games, de-
cided to get in touch and propose a 
partnership.

“We decided to invite them as our 
ambassadors because they were 
making a lot of high-quality videos 
of sal island and taking a lot of atten-
tion from it,” he told aFp by email.

“they were keen on promoting 
our country, even being in a difficult 
situation,” he added.

the request came out of the blue, 
said rikiya.

“i thought maybe the fact that we 
were stuck in Cape Verde . . . might 

attract media interest. But i never 
imagined that we would become 
Cape Verde’s Olympic ambassa-
dors,” he laughed.

tiny Cape Verde, with a population 
of around 550,000 people, expects 
to send just a handful of athletes to 
the tokyo 2020 games, which were 
postponed earlier this year as the 
pandemic exploded.

Cunha said the couple were in 
a unique position to promote the 
country.

“We are only asking them to keep 
documenting their trip to Cape 
Verde and promote the images and 
the morabeza [traditional Cape 
Verde hospitality] that they are ex-

periencing,” Cunha told aFp.
“We hope that from now on they 

can persist in this task of promoting 
our country and take the opportu-
nity to do it as well during the tokyo 
2020 Olympic games.”

Giving back
Exactly what form that promotion 

will take during the games, or when 
the couple will return to Japan, is 
unclear.

Cape Verde’s airport is still closed, 
and rikiya is not in any hurry to 
leave – he has plans to film the 
country’s president and Olympic 
committee.

“i don’t think i will be so lucky to 

be given these great jobs again,” he 
said.

Cape Verde’s Olympic committee 
has told the couple they will have 
tickets to watch the games in to-
kyo. 

But for now, rikiya is focusing his 
work on promoting Cape Verde’s 
tourist destinations and local busi-
nesses – when he is not enjoying a dip 
in the emerald waters with ayumi.

“in my past travels, i have never 
stayed in one place for such a long 
time, like we have in Cape Verde,” he 
said.

“Now, honestly, i think i want to do 
my part and give back to this country.” 
AFP

When Cape Verde’s airport shut down, Rikiya and Ayumi Kataoka were stuck, and 
Rikiya began producing videos and photos for local restaurants and resorts in 
exchange for meals and lodging. RIKIYA KATAOKA VIA INSTAGRAM/AFP

Rikiya is focusing his work on promoting Cape Verde’s tourist destinations and local 
businesses – when he is not enjoying a dip in the emerald waters with Ayumi. RIKIYA 
KATAOKA VIA INSTAGRAM/AFP

Egypt’s blossoming trade in fragrant jasmine flowers
at miDNigHt, Eman me-
hanna switches on her head-
lamp and begins her day’s 
work picking jasmine flowers, 
as their powerful fragrance 
wafts far across the fields in 
Egypt’s fertile Nile Delta.

Egypt’s gharbiya region is 
the heartland of its jasmine 
harvest. the aromatic oils 
extracted for perfumes from 
here make up over half the 
global supply, according to 
international trade figures.

“We have been picking 
jasmine since we were chil-
dren,” mehanna said, gath-
ering blossoms by hand in 
the village of shubra Beloula, 
around 100km north of the 
capital Cairo.

the white petals, plucked 
from densely-packed rows of 
chest-high green bushes of 
“royal jasmine” – Jasminum 
grandiflorum – burst out of 
her wicker basket.

During the harvest season 
from June until November, 
picking begins around mid-
night and finishes a few hours 
after dawn each day.

it is a tough job, but a hard-
working picker can harvest as 
much as 5kg of petals a day.

While it is cooler to work 
after dark, the key reason har-

vesting is done at night is be-
cause it is only then that the 
flowers fully open.

“You really need to concen-
trate on looking for the blos-
soming flowers,” mehanna 
said. “We leave the closed 
ones for the following day.”

after dawn, she swaps her 
headlight for a hat to shade 
her from the burning sun.

Petals to paste
Egypt and india dominate 

the production of jasmine ex-
tract for perfumes, making up 
around 95 per cent of supply, 
according to the internation-
al Federation of Essential Oils 
and aroma trades (iFEat).

Jasmine trade is estimated 
to pull in some $6.5 million 
annually for Egypt, provid-
ing income to around 50,000 
people, iFEat says.

in Egypt, more than 90 per 
cent of jasmine fields are in 
gharbiya governorate, fed by 
the rich minerals and waters 
of the Nile, shortly before the 
river reaches the mediterra-
nean sea.

Farming is concentrated 
in the neighbouring districts 
of Qutur – where the village 
of shubra Beloula is located 
– and Basyoun, otherwise 

famous as the birthplace of 
Egyptian and Liverpool foot-
ball star mohamed salah.

On either side of a dusty road 
are lush green fields dotted 

with gleaming white flowers.
Early in the morning, the 

pickers unload their baskets 
into crates, which are then 
stacked high onto pickup trucks 

and taken for processing.
the Fakhry essential oils 

factory handles around 70 
per cent of the region’s floral 
production.

One of the first steps is to 
compress and grind the deli-
cate blossoms down.

From that paste, the pre-
cious scented oils can be ex-
tracted by distillation.

“this was the first essen-
tial oils factory established in 
Egypt,” factory floor manager 
Badr atef told aFp, as he super-
vised the weighing and hand-
ing over of petal-packed crates.

Tough work
the scent of flowers is in-

tense.
according to atef, factory 

owner ahmed Fakhry was in-
spired to farm jasmine when, 
as a young student in the 1960s, 
he visited the town of grasse, 
the birthplace of French per-
fumes, on the Cote d’azur.

returning to Egypt, Fakhry 
introduced his new perfume 
knowledge and set up com-
mercial jasmine farming and 
processing.

“Now 20 tonnes of jasmine 
flowers are picked daily” in 
Egypt, atef said, estimating 
that some 400ha of the scented 

plant are farmed in the ghar-
biya region.

From all those flowers, some 
five tonnes of dense jasmine 
paste is finally produced each 
year.

Egyptian farmers have long 
complained that the low pro-
duction costs of their big rival 
india drive their prices down.

But the economic impact 
of the novel coronavirus pan-
demic has been harder still, 
with demand dropping sharp-
ly, farmers said.

picking flowers is back-
breaking work.

“stand in the sun for a couple 
of minutes, and you’ll see how 
hard this job is,” said 60-year-
old picker Waafa, who refused 
to harvest flowers this year be-
cause prices were too low.

Even on a good year, some 
pickers earn little more than 
a couple of dollars a day for 
hours of work, income Waafa 
slammed as “measly”.

“Everything is expensive 
nowadays,” she said.

But others say that jasmine-
picking season is a time they 
enjoy.

“the sweetness is when 
we’re all together picking,” 
said mehanna. “We swap sto-
ries and have fun.” AFP

It is a tough job, but a hard-working picker can harvest as much as 5kg 
of petals a day. AFP



SONGBIRDS in tropical rainforests 
curtail their reproduction to help 
them survive droughts, according to 
a study Monday.

Species with longer lifespans were 
better able to cope with this envi-
ronmental volatility than previously 
thought, researchers found.

With more record hot spells grip-
ping parts of the planet and biodi-
versity threatened by human en-
croachment on habitats, a crucial 
question is whether species can 
adapt to these ever-harsher condi-
tions.   

Droughts – expected to become 
more common because of climate 
change – confront birds with a 
trade-off between reproduction and 
their own survival, researchers said, 
because producing eggs and feeding 
chicks requires additional energy 
even as food becomes scarcer. 

But the study, published in the 
journal Nature Climate Change, 
found that instead of trying to juggle 
the demands of new offspring and 
harsh environmental conditions, 
most of the songbird species stud-
ied opted to reduce their reproduc-
tion during drought. 

The research used data on 38 spe-
cies in Venezuela and Malaysia from 
17 years of fieldwork, including a 
period of drought in each country. 

It found that reproduction was re-
duced  by an average of 36 per cent 
in the 20 Malaysian species and 52 
per cent in the 18 Venezuelan spe-
cies. 

Birds with a longer lifespan had 
the biggest slowdown in breeding 
during dry spells.    

“In general, species that greatly 
decreased breeding during the 
drought (that is, longer-lived spe-
cies) experienced increased adult 
survival,” co-author James Mouton, 
of the University of Montana, told 
AFP.

“This was surprising as we were 
expecting droughts to reduce sur-
vival to some degree in all species.”

Birds with shorter lifespans – 
which could less easily afford to 
curtail reproduction – either kept 
breeding or only made minor cut 
backs. 

But they were also less likely to 
survive.

The authors then modelled how 
certain species might fare under three 

different climate change scenarios.
They estimated that, while an in-

crease in the frequency of droughts 
would reduce all bird populations 
studied, the longer-lived species 
were more resilient.

Mouton said the research suggests 
that “populations of longer-lived 
species of tropical songbirds may be 
better able to mitigate the effects of 
droughts than previously thought”.

But he cautioned drought was 
only one aspect of climate change 
that would be a potential threat to 
bird populations, and that these act 
alongside other risks, particularly 
the degrading or fragmentation of 
habitats. 

In a commentary on the study also 
published in Nature, Goncalo Fer-
raz, of the Federal University of Rio 
Grande do Sul, said species’ ability 
to adapt may not be enough to en-
sure their survival.  

He said the study “offers an excit-
ing contribution to understanding 
the dynamics of animal populations 
under environmental stress, but it 
does not change the central impor-
tance of habitat availability for spe-
cies survival.” afp
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Out of a thousand more or less well-known sites in Sudan, at least a hundred have been destroyed or damaged by gold hunters who 
often use heavy machinery and with few qualms about harming archaelogical sites. afp

Sudan’s archaeologists have warned about the systematic looting of the country’s 
ancient and historical sites. afp

Species with longer lifespans were better able to cope with environmental volatility 
than previously thought, researchers found. afp

Gold diggers destroy Sudan’s priceless past

Tropical songbirds abstain from 
breeding to survive droughts

W
HEN a team of 
archaeologists 
deep in the des-
erts of Sudan ar-

rived at the ancient site of Ja-
bal Maragha last month, they 
thought they were lost. The 
site had vanished.

But they hadn’t made a mis-
take. In fact, gold-hunters 
with giant diggers had de-
stroyed almost all sign of the 
two millenia-old site.

“They had only one goal in 
digging here – to find gold,” 
said shocked archaeologist 
Habab Idriss Ahmed, who 
had painstakingly excavated 
the historic location in 1999.

“They did something crazy; 
to save time, they used heavy 
machinery.”

In the baking-hot desert of 
Bayouda, some 270 kilome-
tres (170 miles) north of the 
capital Khartoum, the team 
discovered two mechanical 
diggers and five men at work.

They had dug a vast trench 
17 metres (55 feet) deep, and 
20 meters long.

The rust-coloured sand was 
scarred with tyre tracks, some 
cut deep into the ground, 
from the trucks that trans-
ported the equipment.

The site, dating from the 
Meroitic period between 350 
BC and 350 AD, was either a 
small settlement or a check-
point. Since the diggers came, 
hardly anything remains.

“They had completely exca-
vated it, because the ground 
is composed of layers of sand-
stone and pyrite,” said Hatem 
al-Nour, Sudan’s director of 
antiquities and museums. 

“And as this rock is metal-
lic their detector would start 
ringing. So they thought there 
was gold.”

Escape justice
Next to the huge gash in the 

ground, the diggers had piled 

up ancient cylindrical stones 
on top of each other to prop up 
a roof for their dining room.

The archaeologists were ac-
companied by a police escort, 
who took the treasure-hunt-
ers to a police station – but 
they were freed within hours.

“They should have been 
put in jail and their machines 
confiscated. There are laws,” 
said Mahmoud al-Tayeb, a 
former expert from Sudan’s 
antiquities department.

Instead, the men left with-
out charge, and their diggers 
were released too.

“It is the saddest thing,” said 
Tayeb, who is also a professor 
of archaeology at the Univer-
sity of Warsaw.

Tayeb believes that the real 
culprit is the workers’ em-
ployer, someone who can pull 
strings and circumvent justice.

Sudan’s archaeologists warn 
that this was not a unique 
case, but part of a systematic 

looting of ancient sites.
At Sai, a 12-kilometre-long 

river island in the Nile, hun-
dreds of graves have been ran-
sacked and destroyed by loot-
ers. Some of them date back to 
the times of the pharaohs.

Sudan’s ancient civilisations 
built more pyramids than the 
Egyptians, but many are still 
unexplored.

Now, in hundreds of remote 
places ranging from cemeter-
ies to temples, desperate dig-
gers are hunting for anything 
to improve their daily lives.

Gold fever
Sudan is Africa’s third larg-

est producer of gold, after 
South Africa and Ghana, with 
commercial mining bringing 
in $1.22 billion to the govern-
ment last year.

In the past, people also tried 
their luck by panning for gold 
at the city of Omdurman, 
across the river from Khar-

toum, where the waters of the 
White and Blue Niles meet.

“We used to see older people 
with small sieves like the ones 
women use for sifting flour at 
home,” Tayeb said, recalling 
times when he was a boy. “They 
used them to look for gold.”

But the gold they found was 
in tiny quantities.

Then in the late 1990s, peo-
ple saw archaeologists using 
metal detectors for their sci-
entific research.

“When people saw arche-
ologists digging and finding 
things, they were convinced 
there was gold.”

‘Reason for pride’ 
Even worse, local authorities 

have encouraged the young 
and unemployed to hunt for 
treasures while wealthy busi-
nessmen bring in mechanical 
diggers alongside.

“Out of a thousand more 
or less well-known sites in 

Sudan, at least a hundred 
have been destroyed or dam-
aged,” said Nour. “There is 
one policeman for 30 sites . . . 
and he has no communica-
tion equipment or adequate 
means of transport.”

For Tayeb, the root problem is 
not a lack of security, but rather 
the government’s priorities.

“It’s not a question of police-
men,” he said. “It is a serious 
matter of how do you treat 
your history, your heritage? 
This is the main problem. But 
heritage is not a high priority 
for the government, so what 
can one do?”

The destruction of the sites 
is an extra tragedy for a coun-
try long riven by civil war be-
tween rival ethnic groups, de-
stroying a common cultural 
identity of a nation.

“This heritage is vital for the 
unity of the Sudanese,” Nour 
said. “Their history gives them 
a reason for pride.” afp
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Foundation  
  6 Korbut of gymnastics
 10 Far from wealthy
 14 Prefix meaning “extremely”
 15 Charles Grey’s title
 16 “Bus Stop” playwright
 17 “See, told ya!”
 20 Like some cars and apartments
 21 Suffocate
 22 Belgrade citizens
 25 Like Dilbert or Urkel
 26 Hawaiian dance
 30 Rocks to refine
 32 It can lead to an indictment
 35 Undertake
 41 Feel free
 43 Responds brattily to
 44 Little League World Series par-

ticipants, e.g.
 45 Swing a spar around
 47 Go AWOL
 48 Walk heavily
 53 Slack off
 56 Accountant, at times
 58 “Into the Wild” setting

 63 Some Madison Avenue output
 66 Stayed fresh
 67 Sock-mender’s oath?
 68 Plains structure of old
 69 Collectors’ goals
 70 Immunization fluids
 71 Decreases, as pain
DOWN
  1 China shop destroyer
  2 Ingredient in some lip balms
  3 Portico, especially in Greece
  4 Aggravates
  5 Bank fixtures
  6 U.S. anthem contraction
  7 “Now I ___ me down to sleep ...”
  8 ___ Pointe, Mich.
  9 Reunion attendee
 10 Downhill run
 11 Sign in some dry cleaners’ 

windows
 12 Eyeballed
 13 Prepare Mexican-style, as beans
 18 “___ to Billie Joe”
 19 Wood of the Rolling Stones
 23 Monstrous birds of myth
 24 It creates drafts
 26 Shell competitor

 27 Iris holder
 28 Fictional accounts
 29 Public scenes
 31 Eyelid affliction
 33 About 2 o’clock, on a compass
 34 “Good” or “bad” ending
 36 Take measures
 37 Music-score header
 38 Stem-to-stern stabilizer
 39 Bowling alley
 40 Highland tongue
 42 Geometric calculation
 46 Insect stages
 48 Chores
 49 Coin of India
 50 One way to become a parent
 51 Baseball gloves
 52 School advisory grp.
 54 End of a machine-gun sound
 55 Select few
 57 At ___ (disagreeing)
 59 Sailing the waves
 60 Nurses, at the bar
 61 Oft-injured joint
 62 A long stretch
 64 Make a boo-boo
 65 Cell “messenger,” briefly

“OVER THERE!” 

Tuesday’s solution

Tuesday’s solution

Lifestyle

Edith George, a local resident, has lobbied for over 14 years to preserve the oak tree. Experts say that with 
care and under the right conditions, the tree could live another 200 years or more. AFP

toronto’s residents 
seek to save oak tree 
older than Canada

I
N the shadow of Can-
ada’s largest cluster of 
skyscrapers, toronto is 
looking to preserve a ma-

jestic, centuries-old oak tree – 
but efforts have been compli-
cated by the pandemic.

the towering 24m high 
Northern Red Oak is one 
of the oldest trees in these 
parts, having sprouted an 
estimated 300 years ago, 
around the time that French 
explorers set up a trading 
post on the nearby shores of 
Lake Ontario.

the tree now finds itself in 
the back yard of a nondescript 
bungalow on a winding street 
in the heart of a residential 
North York neighborhood.

Its huge trunk has a circum-
ference of 5m and brushes up 
against the back of the 1960s 
house. 

In summer, its long leafy 
branches shade the entire lot 
from the sun’s rays.

But in recent years, a new 
homeowner expressed con-
cerns about being able to af-
ford proper tree maintenance 
and its roots cracking the 
house’s foundation. 

Neighbors also worry that 
this awesome specimen may 
one day be damaged by strong 
winds or felled in a storm.

to protect it and make it ac-
cessible to everyone in this 
city of six million people, to-
ronto’s city council voted in 
2018 to buy the property, raze 
the house and turn the land 
into a small public park.

‘Takes your breath away’
a deal was reached with the 

homeowner last year to sell 
the property to the city.

that outcome delighted 
Edith george, a local resident 
who lobbied over 14 years to 
preserve the oak tree, whose 

beauty she says “just takes 
your breath away.”

“It’s the Rolls-Royce of heri-
tage trees. No other tree in 
Canada has the heritage val-
ue that this tree has,” the 68-
year-old retiree told aFP.

Experts say that with care 
and under the right condi-
tions, the tree could live an-
other 200 years or more.

“a tree like this is expen-
sive to maintain. If the lot is a 
public space, the city will be 
able to take care of it better 
than I can,” says ali simaga, 
who purchased the home in 
2015.

“I don’t want to be selfish 
and keep it to myself, either,” 
he adds.

the deal, however, is not 
done yet. the city’s purchase 
offer is conditional on private 

donations to cover half of the 
price tag for the property.

Fund-raising started in 
December 2019, with a tar-
get of raising C$430,000 
(us$325,000) by the end of 
this year.

after a promising start, in-
cluding a C$100,000 pledge 
by a couple of local phi-
lanthropists, contributions 
slowed to a trickle during the 
pandemic.

as of mid-July, about 
C$125,000, or nearly 30 per 
cent of the goal, had been col-
lected. If the target is missed 
by the deadline, without an 
extension, the monies collect-
ed would be used to support 
tree planting across the city 
while the future of the histor-

ic oak tree would be in doubt. 

Canadian heritage
the tree sits along a former 

Humber Valley trail used by 
indigenous peoples and later 
by European fur traders por-
taging between lakes Ontario 
and simcoe – a leg of a trade 
route that spanned the conti-
nent from the gulf of Mexico 
to the north shore of Lake su-
perior, according to historian 
Madeleine McDowell.

travellers used large trees as 
landmarks, she said. this oak 
was probably already pretty 
big when the French lost the 
territory to the British, who 
established the town of York 
– which would later become 
toronto – in 1793. 

It is “a wonderful tree”, 
commented Manjit Jheeta, 

director of the City of toronto 
Partnership Office.

“It is part of toronto’s heri-
tage, it is part of Canada’s 
heritage and it tells the story 
of our country,” she said.

Last year, the city unveiled 
a plaque in its honor, a first 
for a single tree in the nation’s 
largest metropolis. 

Its ecological value is no 
less: the oak tree has ab-
sorbed and stored more than 
11 tonnes of carbon from the 
atmosphere.

“When bad things happen,” 
said george, “I don’t go to 
church, I come here because 
this is like my cathedral.

“It’s a survivor and it gives 
us hope for a planet that’s in 
peril.” AFP

It’s the Rolls-Royce of heritage 
trees. No other tree in canada 

has the heritage value that 
this tree has



SOUTH KOREA’S biggest golf 
tournament was moved to Las 
Vegas because of coronavirus 
restrictions on Tuesday, as 
the rest of the US PGA Tour’s 
$30 million ‘Asian swing’ also 
looked in doubt.

The CJ Cup, originally due 
to take place on Jeju island 
from October 15-18, will 
now be played at Las Vegas’s 
Shadow Creek course on the 
same dates, the PGA Tour and 
sponsors CJ Group said in a 
joint statement.

South Korea – which had 
brought its outbreak largely 
under control, but is now 
tackling several clusters of in-
fections – has imposed strict 
limits on travel, with all ar-
rivals required to spend two 
weeks in quarantine.

Separately, the PGA Tour 
said it was in talks over the 
fate of Japan’s Zozo Champi-
onship and the WGC-HSBC 
Champions in Shanghai, 
which are scheduled to be 
held in consecutive weeks af-
ter the CJ Cup.

With combined purses of 

$29.75 million, the PGA Tour’s 
three-stop swing has been 
the highlight of Asia’s golf cal-
endar in recent seasons.

“We are currently engaged 
in discussions with the stake-

holders of both the Zozo 
Championship and World 
Golf Championships-HSBC 
Champions and will make 
an announcement shortly on 
the status of both events,” the 

PGA said in a statement sent 
to AFP.

The $10.25 million Shang-
hai tournament has been 
under a cloud since Chinese 
authorities banned most in-

ternational sports events this 
year, to guard against corona-
virus outbreaks.

All three tournaments at-
tract top-quality players. The 
Zozo Championship was won 
last year by Tiger Woods, who 
equalled Sam Snead’s record 
of 82 PGA Tour victories.

Asian Tour loses last event
In its three years of exis-

tence, the CJ Cup has been 
won by two former world 
number ones – Justin Thomas 
in 2017 and 2019, either side 
of Brooks Koepka’s victory in 
2018.

“While our players have 
always looked forward to 
visiting Korea, the current 
circumstances provided this 
new opportunity to bring 
the event to Las Vegas,” said 
Ty Votaw, the PGA tour’s vice 
president of international op-
erations.

The CJ Group said it planned 
to bring the event back to 
South Korea next year.

Meanwhile, regional golf 
suffered another blow as the 

Asian Tour, on hold since 
March, announced the loss of 
the only remaining event on 
this year’s calendar.

Next month’s Shinhan 
Donghae Open will now be 
played as a domestic event 
on the Korean tour because 
of the travel restrictions, the 
Asian body said. Just four 
events have been possible on 
the Asian Tour this year.

The LPGA Tour’s BMW La-
dies’ Championship, due to be 
held in the South Korean city 
of Busan in October, was also 
in doubt on Tuesday as offi-
cials await government advice 
on whether it can go ahead.

“We will follow authorities’ 
instruction no matter what 
it will be,” Bret Choi, a repre-
sentative of the LPGA’s Asia 
operations, told AFP.

“This is not a matter of 
choice.”

South Korea has a dispro-
portionate share of the wom-
en’s world golf rankings, pro-
viding eight of the current top 
20 including number one Ko 
Jin-young. afp

Korea’s top golf event moved to Vegas amid pandemic

Justin Thomas of the US putts on the 18th hole of the CJ Cup last year. Korea’s biggest golf tournament will 
be held in Vegas this year as Korea has face clusters of Covid-19 infections. afp

Sport
15THE PHNOM PENH POST  AUGUST  26, 2020  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

LeBron’s Lakers 
roll over Blazers 
in game 4, Heat 
close out Pacers
L

EBRON JAMES finished with 
30 points and 10 assists to 
help the Los Angeles Lak-
ers roll over the Portland 

Trail Blazers 135-115 in game four 
of their Western Conference first-
round playoff series on Monday. 

Anthony Davis tallied 18 points, 
five rebounds and five assists be-
fore leaving the contest in the third 
quarter with back spasms as the 
top-seeded Lakers seized a 3-1 lead 
in the series. 

“I am proud of my team, the way 
we played tonight,” said James.

The Lakers wore special black and 
yellow-trimmed “Black Mamba” 
jerseys to remember former Laker 
great Kobe Bryant who died, along 
with his daughter and seven others, 
in a helicopter crash seven months 
ago. 

Sunday would have marked Bry-
ant’s 42nd birthday.

“I am extremely blessed and hon-
oured . . . to continue to remember 
Kobe Bryant and Gigi Bryant and all 
the fallen people who were part of 
that tragic incident,” said James.

‘OK, he’s here’
Bryant wore No24 for his last 10 

seasons and No8 before that with 
the Lakers.

James said at one point in the first 
half he glanced up at the scoreboard 
and noticed they were ahead 24-8.

“When I looked and saw 24-8, I 
was like OK, he’s here in the build-
ing,” James said of Bryant.

Portland star Damian Lillard also 
exited in the third quarter with a right 
knee injury. He was already nursing a 
dislocated finger and finished with 
just 11 points in 27 minutes. 

Kyle Kuzma scored 18 points and 

Danny Green added 14 as the Lakers 
breezed to the dominating wire-to-
wire win. 

Jusuf Nurkic delivered 20 points 
and 13 rebounds and CJ McCollum 
scored 18 for the Trail Blazers. 

The Lakers can clinch the best-of-
seven series with a win in game five 
on Wednesday.

In the Eastern Conference first 
round, Giannis Antetokounmpo 
scored 31 points and Khris Middle-
ton added 18 of his 21 in the fourth 
quarter as the Milwaukee Bucks 
dominated late to down the Orlando 
Magic 121-106.

The Bucks, owners of the best re-
cord in the regular season, took a 
commanding 3-1 lead in the best-of-
seven playoff series, with game five 
on Wednesday in the NBA’s quaran-
tine bubble in Orlando, Florida.

The underdog Magic, who stunned 
the Bucks in game one, kept it close 
through three quarters.

But Milwaukee, up 84-81 heading 
into the final frame, erupted for an 
18-3 scoring run to seize control.

‘Shoot until your arms fall off’
Reigning NBA Most Valuable 

Player Antetokounmpo added 15 
rebounds and eight assists for the 
Bucks, who are trying to win their 
first NBA title since 1971.

Wesley Matthews scored 12 points 
and Brook Lopez 10 for Milwaukee.

Middleton, who averaged just 11 
points per game in the first three 
playoff games on 12-of-37 shooting, 
said Antetokounmpo told him to 
“shoot until your arms fall off”.

“At times I am too unselfish, so I 
have to force the issue,” Middleton 
said. “Giannis told just to be aggres-
sive and that is what I tried to do.”

The Magic, still without key con-
tributors Aaron Gordon, Jonathan 
Isaac and Mo Bamba, were led by 31 
points, 11 rebounds and seven as-
sists from Nikola Vucevic.

Markelle Fultz added 15 points, 
seven assists and five rebounds 
for the Magic who made 18 three-
pointers.

“To start the fourth we went 
through a dry spell offensively and 
we didn’t execute well,” Vucevic 
said.

“It’s tough when you play well for 
three quarters. You have to be able 
to execute and make shots and we 
didn’t.”

In another East contest, Goran 
Dragic scored 23 points and the 
fifth-seeded Miami Heat completed 
a first-round sweep of the Indiana 
Pacers with a 99-87 win.

Tyler Herro tallied 16 points and 
Bam Adebayo had 14 points and 19 
rebounds for the Heat, who reached 
the second round for the first time 

in four years.
Victor Oladipo had 25 points and 

Myles Turner finished with 22 points 
and 14 rebounds for the Pacers, who 
have dropped four consecutive play-
off series to Miami since 2012.

Miami’s reserves outscored Indi-
ana’s depleted bench 38-3.

In the West, Oklahoma City erased 
a 15-point deficit to record their sec-
ond straight win with a 117-114 vic-
tory over the Houston Rockets. The 
series is tied 2-2. afp

Lebron James powers to the basket on his way to 30 points and 10 assists as the Lakers steamrolled Portland 135-115. afp
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ailing Djokovic advances, 
serena claws out win in NY

W
ORLD No1 No-
vak Djokovic 
battled through 
neck pain on the 

way to a 7-6 (7/2), 6-4 victory 
over Ricardas Berankis at the 
Western & southern Open, 
where second seed Dominic 
thiem crashed out.

Djokovic, who pulled out 
of doubles with a sore neck 
on sunday, made it through 
to the round of 16 despite the 
ailment, for which he received 
treatment on court.

“It’s getting better,” he said 
after the 7-6 (7/2), 6-4 win. 
“It’s been four days. It’s not yet 
where I’d like it to be but it’s 
heading in the right direction.”

that’s good news with the 
us Open starting on au-
gust 31 on the same New 
York hardcourts hosting this 
week’s tournament, which 
was moved from Cincinnati 
to establish a quarantine 
bubble for the upcoming 
grand slam.

Djokovic twice went down 
a break in the second set, but 
broke back both times. He let 
out a roar when he broke for 
a 5-4 lead then calmly served 
it out.

He next faces american 
tennys sandgren, a 6-7 (4/7), 
6-2, 7-6 (7/5) winner over 
15th-seeded Canadian Felix 

auger-aliassime.
the upset of the day was at 

the opposite end of the men’s 
draw, as 32nd-ranked Filip 
Krajinovic of serbia toppled 
austria’s thiem 6-2, 6-1.

“I think I started really 
well today. I was aggressive 
and I’m really happy that 
I’m in the third round,” said 
32nd-ranked Krajinovic, who 
dropped just two service 
points on the way to victory.

thiem, who pushed Djok-
ovic to five sets in an austra-
lian Open runner-up finish 
in January, couldn’t find his 
rhythm in his first match 
since the atP tour resumed 
after a five-month coronavi-
rus hiatus.

“It was just a horrible game 
by myself,” thiem said. Didn’t 
play well at all, didn’t get any 
rhythm.

“I had  troubles with return-
ing.”

Krajinovic lined up a meet-
ing with Hungarian Marton 
Fucsovics, who ousted 14th-
seeded Bulgarian grigor 
Dimitrov 7-5, 4-6, 6-2.

Former world No1 andy 
Murray also notched an up-
set, surprising world number 
seven alexander Zverev 6-3, 
3-6, 7-5 for his first win over 
a top-10 player in more than 
three years.

the scot was facing defeat 
when Zverev served for the 
match at 5-4 in the third, but 
reeled off three straight games 
to seal the win.

Murray won the Cincinnati 
Masters in 2008 and 2011, but 
the former world No1 is now 
ranked 129th after a string of 
injuries, including a pelvic in-
jury at the Davis Cup last No-
vember that, combined with 
the atP’s pandemic shut-
down, kept him out of com-
petition until this week.

Serena fights through
In women’s action, third-

seeded serena Williams 
bucked the upset trend that 
saw top seed Karolina Plisko-
va and No2 sofia Kenin oust-
ed on sunday.

the 23-time grand slam 
champion battled back from 
the brink against Dutch qual-
ifier arantxa Rus, dominating 
a third-set to win 7-6 (8-6), 
3-6, 7-6 (7/0).

Williams dropped four 
straight games in the second 
set against the hard-hitting 
left-hander, who has never 
won a Wta title.

after rallying from 0-40 
down in the opening game of 
the third she looked to have 
turned the tide with a ser-
vice break on the way to a 3-0 

lead.
serving for the match at 

5-3 in the third, Williams was 
broken to love, Rus winning 
the next two to give herself a 
chance to serve it out.

she was broken, and Wil-
liams crushed her in the tie-
breaker to wrap up a bruising 
victory in two hours and 49 
minutes.

“that was tough. It was 
a real physical match out 
there,” said Williams, who 
tried to pump herself up on 
the spectator-free grandstand 
court with fist-pumping cries 
of “c’mon” and squeals of tri-
umph and frustration.

It was Williams’ fourth 
three-set match since she 
returned at a tournament in 
Lexington, Kentucky, in the 
wake of the Wta’s coronavi-
rus shutdown.

“I’m actually super fit and 
I’m super ready,” she said.

Fifth-seeded aryna sa-
balenka of Belarus fought 
her way into the third round, 
downing american Cici Bellis 
6-7 (1/7), 6-4, 7-5.

Eighth-seeded Briton Jo-
hanna Konta moved on, 
but two-time Wimbledon 
champion Petra Kvitova, 
the sixth seed fell 2-6, 7-5, 
6-2 to fellow Czech Marie 
Bouzkova. afp

tOugH, unsentimental and 
dominant in cycling for more 
than a decade, Dave Brails-
ford wielded his axe ahead of 
the tour de France this week 
and was then compared by 
one of his  earlier victims to 
former Manchester united 
boss sir alex Ferguson. 

Brailsford is the master-
mind behind both British cy-
cling’s massive Olympic gold 
haul, and a staggering seven 
tour de France titles in the 
past eight years, first with sky 
and now under the name of 
the Ineos grenadiers.

the 56-year-old began his 
run clinching the 2012 tour 
de France with team sky’s 
Bradley Wiggins, who he had 
already guided to multiple 
Olympic gold medals.

But jaws dropped the fol-
lowing season when Brails-
ford axed his popular star in 
favour of the shy but deter-
mined Chris Froome.

For the 2020 tour, Brailsford 
again took out his cleaver as 
he dropped  Froome, who has 
four titles, and his other Brit-
ish star geraint thomas who 
won in 2018 and was runner 
up last year.

Once again Brailsford put 
his hopes in a young in-form 
rider, in this case the defend-
ing champion Colombian 23-
year-old Egan Bernal.

“He manages Ineos like sir 
alex Ferguson,” Wiggins said 
comparing Brailsford to the 
man who led soccer’s Man-
chester united to 13 Premier 
League titles. 

“Egan is clearly the man 
now,” Wiggins said on his 
podcast this week.

“But if Bernal is clearly the 
man they are putting their 
money on he’s told the other 
guys, and found fresh chal-
lenges for them,” Wiggins said.

Winning is their norm
thomas has been named 

as Ineos captain for the giro 
d’Italia and Froome at the 
Vuelta a Espana.

“they want to win all three 
grand tour in a single year,” 
Wiggins suggested.

this kind of ambition 

comes as no surprise for the 
Brailsford, who introduced 
the concepts of ‘Mission Clar-
ity’ and ‘Marginal gains strat-
egy’ to cycling.

‘Mission Clarity’ means the 
team ignores stage victories 
at the tour and focuses solely 
on winning the general clas-
sification.

Bernal, for example, only 
took the yellow jersey on 
stage 19 of 21 in 2019.

Marginal gains has become 
a little more controversial.

“If you broke down every-
thing you could think of that 
goes into riding a bike, and 
then improved it by one per-
cent you’ll get a significant in-
crease,” Brailsford explained.

applying it to tactics, tech-
nology, communications, 
health and psychology the 
team overstepped the line ac-
cording a British government 
committee who described 
some of their prescription 
drug use as unethical.

the inquiry came after 
leaked reports of so called 
tuE’s, therapeutic use ex-
emptions, in this case corti-
sone injections for asthma.

While the inquiry cast a 
cloud over British cycling and 
team sky’s achievement, no 
legal lines were crossed.

His run at the top continues 
on saturday as the 2020 tour 
de France embarks from Nice 
over two months late with In-
eos again the team to watch

“We’ve been looking at how 
we think we can win this race,” 
said the fluent French speaker 
who grew up in Wales.

“We’ve got some ideas about 
maybe a slightly different ap-
proach,” he said. “We’ve got a 
good game plan and we think that 
these are the guys to deliver.”

“the decision we’ve come 
to, and what we’re very ex-
cited about, is that we’re go-
ing to get Egan and Richard 
(Carapaz) to target yellow,” 
Brailsford said when unveil-
ing his tour roster. 

Wiggins had a simple analy-
sis.

“Winning has become their 
norm,” said the man who got 
it all rolling back in 2012. afp

Cycling legend 
Brailsford plots 
eighth tour title

Novak Djokovic battled through neck pain on the way to a 7-6 (7/2), 6-4 victory over Ricardas Berankis at the Western & Southern Open, which took 
place in New York ahead of the August 31 US Open. getty images/afp

Britain’s Geraint Thomas (left) and Sir David Brailsford (right in car) 
drink Champagne on the final stage of the 2018 Tour de France. afp
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