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Thou Vireak

C
AMBODIA is moving towards 
developing non-textile in-
dustries with a policy calling 
for sustainable growth and 

economic diversification.
To ensure progress, the government 

will continue implementation of the 
Cambodia Industrial Development Pol-
icy 2015-2025, said a press release on the 
results of a Cabinet meeting chaired by 
Prime Minister Hun Sen last month.

“This policy is a strategy to promote 
Cambodia’s new economic growth, 
focusing on economic diversifica-
tion, strengthening competitiveness 
and enhancing productivity in line 
with the changing context of the lo-
cal economic structure and the geo-
political and economic situation in 
the region and the world”, it said.

“Since 2017-2018, the government 
has already implemented the indus-
trial development policy with positive 
results. The industrial sector ratio as 

part of GDP rose from 27.7 per cent 
in 2015 to 32.6 per cent in 2018 before 
the target of 30 per cent by 2025.

“It is a reflection of the fact that 
Cambodia is continuing to reform 
and strengthen its industrial struc-
ture, which has gradually shifted from 
reliance on agriculture to industry 
which will accelerate development.

“Through this policy, the govern-
ment’s goal is to increase and diversi-
fy non-textile manufacturing exports 
to 15 per cent and boost agricultural 

processed goods exports to 12 per 
cent of total exports by 2025.”

Cambodia has been continuously 
diversifying its exports and continuing 
to boost the export growth of processed 
agricultural products to become more 
diversified and less reliant on garment 
and footwear exports, it said.

Royal Academy of Cambodia eco-
nomic researcher Ky Sereyvath told The 
Post on Tuesday that the government

Kingdom set to diversify 
economy as Covid bites
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Extradition 
hearing for 
Assange in 
UK resumes
SUPPORTERS of Julian Assange on 
Monday protested outside a London 
courtroom, calling for the WikiLeaks 
founder not to be extradited to the 
US for leaking secrets about the wars 
in Iraq and Afghanistan.

Many brandished placards reading 
“Don’t Extradite Assange” and “Jour-
nalism is not a crime!”, as the 49-year-
old Australian was brought to the Old 
Bailey for the resumed hearing.

Fashion designer Vivienne West-
wood joined protesters and said the 
former hacker was “shining the light 
on all the corruption in the world”.

Earlier, Assange’s partner, Stella 
Moris, delivered an 80,000-strong 
petition opposing his extradition 
to Prime Minister Boris Johnson’s 
Downing Street office.

In an interview published in The 
Times newspaper on Saturday, 
Moris, 37, said: “For Julian, extradi-
tion will be a death sentence.”

She said she feared he would 
take his own life, and their two 
young sons, who were conceived 
during his asylum in Ecuador’s 
London embassy, would grow up 
without a father.

Assange appeared in the dock 
wearing a dark suit and maroon tie 
– the first time he has been seen in 
public since the first part of the 
hearing in February.

He spoke to confirm his name 
and date of birth and said he did 
not consent to extradition.

The Old Bailey hearing – due to 
last three to four weeks – had been

back to school
a face mask-clad student walks through a gate equipped with disinfectant spray as part of measures against the Covid-19 
coronavirus in phnom penh on Monday, as schools reopen across the country. AFP

P Sihanouk gets Covid-19 lab
Khorn Savi

PREAH Sihanouk province will become 
the second after Siem Reap to have a 
laboratory to test for Covid-19 after a plan 
was approved to build one at the Preah 
Sihanouk Provincial Referral Hospital.

On Sunday, Minister of Health Mam 
Bun Heng, Minister of Environment Say 
Sam Al and provincial governor Kouch 
Chamroeun inspected the hospital in 
Commune IV, Sihanoukville. The labora-

tory  is set to start construction soon.
Bun Heng said the equipment for the 

laboratory will be shipped in from China.
Provincial Department of Health 

director Lim Samean told The Post on 
Monday that the laboratory will be 
used to test for general diseases and 
Covid-19.

The laboratory will eliminate the 
need to send samples to Phnom Penh 
to be analysed. An average of 200 to 
300 samples are shipped from Preah 

Sihanouk to the capital every day. 
“Every day, Preah Sihanouk province 

still has [passenger] flights landing 
regularly. Sometimes we send 300 to 
400 samples to test in Phnom Penh 
[per day]. And some days there are 
only 50-60 samples,” he said.

Provincial hall spokesman Kheang 
Phearum said people travelling from 
abroad, including investors and tourists, 
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Kim Sarom

PURSAT provincial police arrest-
ed a man on Saturday on charg-
es of raping a four-year-old girl.

Talou Sen Chey district police 
chief Hem Mony said on Mon-
day the suspect is 20 years old 
and a resident in Talou com-
mune’s Roha Nil village where 
the alleged crime took place.

Police said the suspect admit-
ted to raping the girl and his 
confession is consistent with 
the complaint filed by the 
mother.

“In addition to rape, the suspect 
is accused of drug use,” he said.

Mony said the suspect 
migrated to Thailand in 2018 to 
work as a driver and had 
recently returned to Cambodia. 
He has only been back a couple 
of weeks and lived 40m from 
the girl’s home.

Police said he persuaded the 
girl to go behind his home to 
pick guava and then raped her.

The girl walked back home 
crying. Her mother asked what 
happened but the girl didn’t 

know how to explain. She kept 
crying and pointed toward her 
genital area.

Mony said the mother 
undressed her and saw bruises 
in the genital area. She filed a 
complaint with Talou Sen Chey 
district police.  

Talou commune police 
arrived at the suspect’s home 
and took him to the commune 
police station.

“He said he just touched her 
genital area with his penis, but 
he stopped short of penetra-
tion. However, at the commune 

health centre, a doctor discov-
ered lacerations. The doctor 
referred the girl to the Pursat 
Provincial Referral Hospital.

“I sent records to the Anti-
Human Trafficking and Juve-
nile Protection Bureau in Pur-
sat province,” Mony said.
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Kub Pha (left) was arrested almost two years after he attacked San 
Chenda (right), leaving her without a left hand. national police

Families were accused of clearing the forest in Phnom Samkos Wildlife Sanctuary. supplied

Police said the suspect admitted to raping the girl. norkorwat news

Man arrested 
close to two 
years after he 
maimed victim
Soth Koemsoeun

A
N ALMOST two-year 
manhunt ended on 
Saturday when Na-
tional Police forces 

arrested 43-year-old Kub 
Pha in Samlot district’s O’ 
Samril commune in Battam-
bang province for attacking 
a woman with a cleaver and 
pouring acid on her in Febru-
ary last year.

The victim, San Chenda, 
lost her left hand in the at-
tack, which occurred in Bati 
district’s Kandoeng commune 
in Takeo province. Pha, who 
is from Kandoeng, spent time 
hiding from authorities in 
Pailin, Pursat and Battambang 
provinces after fleeing Takeo.

Pha was initially charged 
with attempted murder by 
the Takeo Provincial Court on 
April 18, this year, under Ar-
ticles 27 and 199 of the Crimi-
nal Code and sentenced to 14 

years in prison in absentia. A 
warrant was first issued for 
his arrest on April 8, this year.

He was arrested on Saturday 
in Samlot district’s O’Samril 
commune in Battambang 
province in a joint effort with 
the National Police, Pailin 
provincial police and Battam-
bang provincial police.

The Ministry of Interior’s 
Criminal Police Department 
chief, Ngeng Chou said on 
Monday that department ex-
perts sent Phas to Takeo Pro-
vincial Court on Sunday.

The Post could not find con-
tact information for Chenda, 
who is also from Kandoeng 
commune.

According to a National 
Police report, Phas attacked 
Chenda on February 27, last 
year, after the two had a ver-
bal disagreement.

Phas will begin serving 
his sentence from Saturday, 
when he was arrested. Pursat families ordered to vacate 

illegal homes in wildlife sanctuary
Soth Koemsoeun 

PURSAT provincial authorities 
gave 21 families seven days to 
take down 43 houses and cot-
tages after officials said they were 
illegally occupying land in a pro-
tected natural area of the Phnom 
Samkos Wildlife Sanctuary.

The families were told they 
face legal action if they refuse 
to comply.

Pursat provincial governor 
Mao Thornin issued a notice 
on September 3 stating offend-

ers are encroaching on land in 
the protected natural area of 
Phnom Samkos Wildlife Sanc-
tuary from bridge O-17 to hill 
1500 in Anlong Reap com-
mune in Veal Veng district.

The families were accused of 
clearing the forest and the 
notice said the forest and land 
are natural resources.

“When the deadline comes, 
the provincial administration 
will take action. We will not take 
responsibility for damage to 
the property. If residents resist 

or object violently, they will be 
punished,” the notice said.

Phnom Samkos Wildlife Sanc-
tuary director Phan Sophearin 
said on Monday that he explained 
the notice to the families and 
urged them to cooperate.

He said they are migrants from 
different areas and provinces. 
They cleared the land since 2018 
or last year. Some of them sold 
land, but their occupation was 
not recognised by local officials.

“When the deadline comes, 
they have to take down the 

houses and cottages,” he said.
A representative for the 21 

families could not be reached 
for comment.

The Pursat provincial coordi-
nator for the rights group Adhoc, 
Sam Chankea, said on Monday 
he had yet to receive news of the 
notice. But he said that he will 
investigate the matter.

“I don’t dare comment on 
this case yet because I have yet 
to go there and investigate the 
location. I don’t know the full 
story,” he said.

Pursat man held for rape of four-year-old
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Successful People Read The Post.Intelligent - In-depth - Independent

JOB ANNOUNCEMENT
The Phnom Penh Post, the oldest independent media company in Cambodia, 
is seeking full-time candidates for the following positions:

Sub-editors : 4 Positions1-	
Sales and Marketing Executives: 4 positions2-	

1. Sub-EditorS
Main duties and responsibilities

Report to chief sub-editor/team leader• 
Lay out wire/National pages and manage layouts using InDesign/InCopy• 
Communicate closely with reporters• 

Qualifications/experience required
Bachelor’s degree in journalism or other related fields (preferred but • 
not a must)
Excellent command of English is a must; proficiency in Khmer an asset• 
News/business reporting experience • 
At least one to two years’ experience as sub-editor• 
Familiar with names of state institutions• 
Familiar with specific language used in court, business and politics• 
Sound understanding of local politics and business atmosphere• 
Cambodians preferred but foreign nationals are encouraged to apply• 

2. SalES and MarkEting ExEcutivES
Main duties and responsibilities

Maintain good relationships with clients to inform and update them on • 
latest products and services
Service clients• 
Create branding activities for The Post• 
Represent The Phnom Penh Post when proposing and soliciting adverti-• 
sements and marketing campaigns

Find prospective clients and propose advertising campaigns • 
Build and maintain relationships with clients before and after sales• 
Understand customers’ needs/feedback/complaints and update market • 
intelligence 
Assist clients in designing their advertisements and advise them on effec-• 
tive media planning  
Meet monthly and quarterly sales targets• 
Perform other tasks as required by the commercial manager• 

Qualifications/experience required
Enjoy meeting people and be self-motivated, energetic and committed, • 
with excellent inter-personal, presentation and communication skills 
Work as a team with a positive, resourceful and sales-driven attitude • 
University qualification in business, marketing or 3 years sales and mar-• 
keting experience
Sales experience and a good understanding of media or media agencies • 
will be an advantage
Good English, both spoken and written• 
Able to work under pressure and meet tight deadlines  • 

Interested candidates are required to submit a photo-attached CV and cover let-
ter with expected salary to the Human Resource and Administration Department 
at the following address no later than September 30, 2020.
Address: The Elements Condominium (Residence 9)  Level 7, Hun Sen Boulevard, 
Chak Angre Krom commune, Meanchey district, Phnom Penh.

Tel: +855 (0) 23 888 161 -162, PO. Box: 146
Email: jobs@phnompenhpost.com
www.phnompenhpost.com  / www.postkhmer.com
Post Media Co, Ltd is an equal opportunities employer.  
Only short-listed candidates will be contacted for  an interview. Applications will 
not be returned.

Voun Dara

mINIster of education, 
Youth and sport Hang Chuon 
Naron on monday called on 
school officials to continue 
following the standard Op-
erating procedures (sOp) for 
hygiene to prevent the spread 
of Covid-19 as schools reopen 
across the Kingdom.

Chuon Naron made the call 
during a visit to schools in 
siem reap province as they 
reopened on monday after 
being closed for six months 
due to Covid-19. 

“Our public schools have a 
large number of students, so 
we have advised them to divide 
kindergarten into two shifts.

“primary school is divided 
into three shifts, and students 
only study two days a week. 
this is just a pilot for school re-
opening,” Chuon Naron said.

the ministry said public 
schools from Grades 9 to 12 
across the Kingdom are al-
lowed to reopen on monday.

However, only four prov-
inces were allowed to reopen 
all of their public educational 
institutions – Kratie, stung 
treng, ratanakkiri and mon-
dulkiri as they have a lower 
risk of contracting Covid-19 
infections.

Chuon Naron said: “On the 
first day back, I noticed that 

some of the students seemed 
to have forgotten [the lesson], 
especially Grade 1 and Grade 
2 students. but for students 
in 5th and 6th Grade, they 
did not forget much because 
they can learn on their own at 
home and online.”

He said schools had made 
efforts to follow hygiene stan-
dards recommended by the 
ministry.

the education ministry re-
quires that students’ chairs 
must be at least 2m apart and 
classrooms must not exceed 
15-20 students. before enter-
ing school, all students are 
required to have their tem-
perature taken, wash their 
hands, disinfect themselves 
and wear a mask.

ministry spokesman ros 
soveacha said on monday: “All 
school management must be 
involved in implementing the 
ministry of Health’s hygiene 
standards and sOp to prevent 
the spread of Covid-19.”

the government closed 
all schools in march and re-
quired students to study re-
motely through television 
programmes or Facebook.

schools have been di-
vided into three categories 
depending on their safety 
standards. schools with the 
highest safety standards will 
open first.

safety and hygiene 
a priority as schools 
in Kingdom reopen

protesters urge social justice, 
barred from Freedom park
Mom Kunthear

s
Ome 50 people were 
barred or arrested on 
monday while attempt-
ing to hold a social jus-

tice protest at Freedom park.
so meta, a member of the 

social justice group Khmer 
thavrak, said police arrested a 
fellow member of her group.

“the silencing of citizens’ 
rights and freedoms to ex-
press their views is not just to 
close their mouths, but also 
cut their throats.

“police arrested my friend 
tha Lavy this morning. this 
is a public square for citizens, 
so why did they stop us from 
gathering?” she asked.

protester muong sopheak 
said citizens want freedom 
and social justice.

“Citizens have the rights to 
express themselves and ex-
press what they like or dislike. 
We are not marching in a pro-
cession. We didn’t hold up ban-
ners or flags either. We came 
only to air our grievances. Why 
must we have a law asking for 
permission?” he asked.

the gathering followed re-
cent arrests of activists on in-
citement charges.

National police spokesman 
Chhay Kim Khoeun said on 
monday that from sunday to 
monday police detained four 

people while acting on a phnom 
penh municipal Court warrant.

Apart from Lavy, the oth-
ers were Kong sam An who 
was arrested in tbong Kh-
mum province and sent to 
the phnom penh municipal 
Court; mean prommony, 
the head of the Khmer stu-
dent Intelligent League As-
sociation; and Keurt saray, a 
former monk, who was de-
frocked before his arrest.

“We executed the court’s 
warrant charging them with 
incitement to cause social 
chaos,” Khoeun said.

Cambodian Institute for 
Democracy president pa 
Chanroeun said gatherings 
of youths, citizens, and the 
actions of police over the last 
two weeks is a reaction to the 
government limiting rights 
and freedoms.

people have suffered injustic-

es and that is resulting in more 
protests than before, he said.

“Authorities continue to re-
strict rights, freedoms and de-
mocracy and the right of people 
to gather to voice their views 
fully. Doing so is not in line 
with Cambodia’s Constitution, 
which is supposed to be based 
on fundamental freedoms.

“If the authorities continue 
to use force, a social crisis 
might happen,” he said.

The gathering at the capital’s Freedom Park follow recent arrests of activists on incitement charges. facebook



Chinese man 
in court over 
kidnapping in 
Sihanoukville

PREAH Sihanouk Provincial 
Court charged a Chinese 
national with kidnapping after 

he was arrested on September 5 in 
commune III, Preah Sihanouk town in 
Preah Sihanouk. Police are searching 
for others involved in the crime.

Court spokesman Lim Bun Heng 
told The Post on Monday that Zhang 
Kun Duan, 21, was jailed on Sunday.

“He is being detained. He was charged 
with kidnapping, but I do not remember 
under which article,” he said.

Deputy provincial police chief Kol 
Phaly said on Monday that police are 
searching for others because the 
suspect confessed there were more 
people involved. Phaly said he could not 
confirm their identities or numbers.

He said police received a call on Fri-
day of a Chinese man trafficking drugs.

“We went to the location and found a 
Chinese man whose hands were tied 
with rope. He was covered with tape 
and injured. There was a bag of white 
powder (suspected of being a drug 
substance) in his backpack, and we 
took him in for questioning,” he said. 

A National Police report on Monday 
said the suspects held the victim and 
demanded money. They then planted 
the powder in the victim’s bag to throw 
off police. Police said upon testing, 
the white substance turned out to be 
flour, not drugs. 

The victim, Hu Dao Long, 35, is from 
Wuhan city, Hubei province, China. He 
is a construction contractor in Phnom 
Penh. He sustained injuries to his 
hands, legs and neck, according to the 
police report. Soth KoemSoeun
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tontine head wanted for fraud
Long Kimmarita

m
Ore than 100 
mostly military 
personal have 
filed a complaint 

in banteay meanchey province 
claiming a major general’s wife 
acting as a tontine director, or 
life insurance agent collected 
nearly $300,000 and fled.

the victims submitted the 
complaint to the preah Netr 
preah district police.

pen Chanty, 55, a member of 
brigade Unit 51 in the district, 

told a local media outlet on 
monday that nearly 100 tontine 
subscribers were cheated by sok 
Khoeun, 36, also known as pov.

she is the wife of a major 
general in military region 4 
in siem reap province.

“We put money into the 
tontine with sok Khoeun be-
cause her husband is a major 
general. but she cheated us 
and escaped,” Chanty said.

Jeweller seng saroeun, 40, 
told reporters the victims re-
ceived information that the 
tontine’s director packed the 

money and left her house. 
Long thorn, a councilman 

in the Chup Vary commune, 
told The Post on monday that 
the victims were mostly mili-
tary personnel from brigade 
Unit 51 in preah Netr preah 
district. Khoeun’s house bor-
dered the unit.

He said the victims are ask-
ing for justice. they want 
Khoeun arrested and the 
money returned to them.

“those cheated are the fam-
ilies of soldiers and vendors in 
the local area. this tontine is 

full of high-ranking officials. 
some people put $10,000 into 
the fund,” he said.

preah Netr preah district po-
lice chief meas rithy told The 
Post on monday that the police 
received the complaint from the 
victims and are investigating.

“regarding the complaint, 
the offender is alleged to 
have run away with the ton-
tine money. We don’t know 
for sure yet because it is only 
the claim of the victims. We 
will continue to investigate,” 
he said.

Street dragons
A vendor sells dragon fruit on a street in Boeung Trabek commune in Phnom Penh’s Chamkarmon district. Dragon fruits are among 
87,604 tonnes of agricultural products worth $37 million that were exported from the Kingdom’s remote northeastern Ratanakkiri 
province to the international market last year. henG ChIVoAn

suspects held for theft of power cables
Voun Dara

preAH sihanouk provincial police are 
questioning 17 suspects on the theft of 
power lines used for street lights which 
were cut in bit traing commune’s Kokir 
village in prey Nop district, said provincial 
police chief Chuon Narin. 

Narin told The Post on monday that the 
police department received a complaint 
from Duyral electronic about power cables 
being cut along highways in the poy 
machov protected area in Kokir village.

provincial governor Kouch Chamroeun 
issued a direct order for a joint force to 
search for the perpetrators.

Narin said that specialists searched two 
scrapyards in sihanoukville and three in 
prey Nop district. 

“During the operation, police raided two 
locations, detained 17 suspects and seized evi-
dence in connection to the case,” Narin said.

He said the suspects are trading blames 
as police try to find out their reasons for 

allegedly committing the crime.
“Now, the 17 suspects are blaming each 

other. selling copper taken from power 
cables provides only a small benefit. but it 
affects development because the cables 
cannot be reconnected easily,” Narin said.

A provincial police report said all 17 
suspects are Cambodians. the police 
detained five suspects at the first scrapy-

ard in Commune V’s Village 4.
the seizure of exhibits included one bag 

filled with power cables belonging to 
Duyral electronic.

police detained 12 suspects at the sec-
ond scrapyard in bit traing commune 
amd confiscated 15kg of copper power 
cables also belonging to the same com-
pany at the location.

The seizure of exhibits included one bag filled with power cables. polICe

p sihanouk 
lab aims to 
streamline 
virus tests
Continued from page 1

especially from China, have to 
send their samples to be tested 
at the Institut pasteur du Cam-
bodge (IpC) in phnom penh.

“It takes at least two days to 
receive the results. It does not 
meet the necessary and practi-
cal needs in preah sihanouk 
province which is why we need 
the laboratory,” he said.

phearum said the province 
accepts three flights per week 
from abroad, although some 
weeks fewer than that arrive. 
He said most of the flights 
carry Chinese investors, as 
tourists are still scarce due to 
Covid-19. 

ministry of Health spokes-
woman Or Vandine didn’t 
respond to The Post’s queries 
on monday.

two weeks ago, siem reap 
province launched a laboratory 
at its provincial referral hospital 
capable of Covid-19 testing.

siem reap provincial 
Department of Health director 
Kros sarath said an old labora-
tory was renovated to allow for 
Covid testing.

He said the laboratory can 
test between 50 and 60 sam-
ples per day but currently 
processes about 20 per day, 
mostly from Cambodians 
returning from thailand.
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It was a glittering night 
as a total of 32 awards 
were handed out at  the 
5th annual Property 

Guru Cambodia Property 
awards at the sofitel Phnom 
Penh Phokeethra on Friday.

Meridian International 
Holding was honoured 13 
times for their latest Flatiron 
by Meridian development, 
receiving special recognition 
in five areas after being highly 
commended. 

the developer received 
special recognition for Flatiron 
by Meridian, the bespoke 
freehold luxury mixed-use 
development in Phnom Penh 
City Centre, the new central 
business district in the heart  
of the capital. 

the awards Meridian 
International Holding took 
away included for Best 
Developer, Best Mixed Use 
Developer, Best serviced 
apartment Development,  
Best Mixed Use Interior 
Design, Best serviced 
apartment architectural 
Design and Best Mixed Use 
architectural Design. 

Other accolades included 
special Recognition for 
Corporate social Responsibility 
(CsR) and special Recognition 
in sustainable Design.

with the creation of 
Flatiron by Meridian, Meridian 
International Holding is 
enriching the capital’s new 
prime area with this vibrant 

mixed-use development. 
the developer’s aim of 

continuously raising the 
bar by creating people-
centric spaces that meet the 
aspirations of its customers is 
embodied in the iconic award-
winning 41-storey building. 

Flatiron by Meridian 
comprises 300 premium 
office units, as well as retail 
and F&B outlets. It also 
houses the 322-unit Citadines 
apart’Hotel, managed 
by the ascott Limited, a 
wholly owned subsidiary of 

CapitaLand Limited, which 
pioneered asia Pacific’s first 
international-class serviced 
residences.

taking design to another 
level, it inspires interaction 
and encourages vibrant 
living and working through 
the thoughtful integration of 
business and leisure options.

taking inspiration from 
the world-famous building 
in New York City, Flatiron 
by Meridian is the third 
development launched by the 
developer in the capital, and 

is strategically located near 
the gateway to the dynamic 
Phnom Penh City Centre.

as it creates outstanding 
business hubs in southeast 
asia, Meridian International 
Holding is using international 
standards to deliver this new 
and distinct landmark in 
Phnom Penh.

the Property Guru awards 
are a renowned mark of 
excellence in the industry, 
judged by an independent 
panel of nine industry experts 
in design, quality, service, 
innovation, originality and 
commitment to sustainability. 

the awards recognise 
outstanding real estate 
projects for their contribution 
to the built environment 
and the community, as well 
as for excellence in design, 
aesthetics and functionality.

Meridian International 
Holding has gone from 
strength to strength in Phnom 
Penh over recent years since 
it began developing mid- to 
high-profile properties. 

these latest accolades 
reinforce the developer’s 
continuing commitment 
to creating innovative, 
functional real estate spaces 
and concepts that cater to 
the evolving lifestyles and 
aspirations of its customers 
and urban dwellers, as well 
as redefining the possibilities 
of the real estate market in 
Cambodia. 

Meridian shines at property awards
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Mom Kunthear

tHe Club of Cambodian 
Journalists (CCJ) bestowed 
awards on five journalists for 
their Covid-19 reporting at a 
ceremony on monday. 

sao sok eng, a journalist from 
thmeythmey.com, took home 
the top prize.  mao samnang, 
from the tV station pNN, came 
in second.  mom Kunthear, a 
former reporter at Lotus radio 
Fm 100.5 and currently with 
The Post, came in third.

Fourth place was awarded 
to sorn sok Kheang, a CNC 
tV station reporter, while eng 

Kimhong from radio France 
International was placed fifth.

minister of Information Kh-
ieu Kanharith presided over 
the ceremony. He said it was a 
good initiative to help journal-
ists improve their skills and that 
the value of journalists’ was suf-
fering because unprofessional 
ones are producing unprofes-
sional and messy work. 

Kanharith said: “there are 
a lot of unprofessional jour-
nalists who cause confusion, 
which lowers the value of 
professional journalists.” 

CCJ president pen bona 
said journalists have contrib-

uted to educating people. “I 
think during Covid-19, our 
reporters have put in a lot of 
effort to fulfil their duty with-
out concerning themselves 
with being tired. they do not 
give up,” he said. 

CCJ secretary-general puy 
Kea said there were 14 women 
and 11 male journalists from 
various media institutions 
nominated for awards.

He said the criteria for the 
awards considered the flow 
of the news piece, its main 
ideas, its uniqueness and its 
effectiveness in conveying 
news about Covid-19.

‘professional’ journalists 
get Covid reporting award

Youths seek inclusion 
in social security fund
Long Kimmarita

t
He Youth resource 
Development pro-
gramme (YrDp) and 
a group of youths 

have asked the government to 
include students and monks 
in the government’s National 
social security Fund (NssF) 
so they can receive social pro-
tection services for free such 
as health examinations and 
treatment.

the proposal was made in 
the capital on sunday at a 
youth forum on labour market 
opportunities for Cambodian 
youths in the context of Covid-
19 and the country’s withdraw-

al from the eU’s everything but 
Arms (ebA) scheme.

more than 100 youths par-
ticipated in the meeting.

YrDp executive direc-
tor Chan ramy said that the 
NssF is part of the govern-
ment’s 10-year social protec-
tion policy. As of now, it only 
covers employees. 

“therefore we are educat-
ing young people about the 
NssF and its benefits. We 
have discussed the topic 
many times before.

“We want to submit a pro-
posal to the government ask-
ing that they consider includ-
ing youths who are studying 
to become members of the 

NssF to get free health care,” 
she said. 

ramy said that youths have 
been talking about this issue 
and they should receive the 
benefits as they need the gov-
ernment’s support. 

many youths have lost their 
jobs because of Covid-19 and 
the loss of the ebA scheme 
and they’re finding it diffi-
cult to support their studies 
and take care of their daily 
necessities, she said.

Vong reaksa, a sophomore 
at pannasastra University of 
Cambodia (pUC) said the 
government should take the 
issue seriously because many 
youths, including students 
and monks, regularly face 
health problems and could 
not afford hospital check-ups.

“I expect that the govern-
ment will raise this proposal 
to discuss in its meeting. If it 
does not, we will go as a team 
and make a formal request to 
the ministry of Labour and 
Vocational ttaining,” he said.   

ministry spokesman Heng 
sour told The Post on sun-
day that the government de-
cided to award NssF services 
to workers and civil servants 
and those who are eligible for 
the equity Fund only.

As for the youths’ request, 
the government will assess if 
it is capable of expanding the 
services in the future.

The youths call for the inclusion so they can receive social protection 
services for free such as health examinations and treatment. YRDP

The five journalists (from second left) receive awards for their Covid-19 reporting. Hean RangseY



Thou Vireak

THE Chinese-owned Marvel Garment 
Co Ltd plans to take its factory in the 
Phnom Penh Special Economic Zone 
(PPSEZ) online early next month despite 
the lingering presence of Covid-19.

Marvel Garment is the local arm of 
leading Chinese clothing manufac-
turer Shenzhou International Group 
Holdings Ltd. PPSEZ is the Kingdom’s 
second-largest industrial zone after 
Sihanoukville Special Economic Zone 
and is located on 357ha in Kambol 
district’s Kantaok commune on the 
western outskirts of the capital.

Cambodian-listed PPSEZ operator 
Phnom Penh Special Economic Zone 
Plc (PPSP) on Monday said the com-
pany had completed Phase I con-
struction of its facility after having 
broken ground in March last year.

It said: “The company will recruit 
5,000 workers to produce masks for 
export to the Japanese market.”

General manager Yan Delin said: 
“We’ve decided to move forward, despite 
this challenging time, so that we can 
prepare for the post-Covid-19 world. In 
doing so, we will continue to create more 
job opportunities in Cambodia.”

PPSP previously said it had signed 
a lease agreement for additional land 
with Marvel Garment. It said the 
company has continuously expanded 
its project at PPSEZ, which is cur-
rently in Phase III of development 
and covers an area of 43ha.

It said the project is designed as a 
cluster of garment manufacturing 
plants, with tailoring, sewing, pack-
aging, warehousing, and printing and 
embroidery in a complete set.

The transaction involves the lease 
of 6.4ha of land and is another sym-
bol of cooperation between the two 
companies to jointly vitalise employ-
ment and the economy, it said.

The company has begun to prepare 
worker’s dormitories and surrounding 
facilities and he expects the project to 
create 17,000 local jobs, it added.

Garment Manufacturers Association 
in Cambodia (GMAC) in June some 250 
Cambodian apparel, footwear and 
travel goods factories have had to sus-
pend operations and more than 130,000 
workers in the sector, most of whom are 
women, have lost their jobs and this 
number is likely to rise sharply.

In the first quarter of this year, it said, 
many buyers cancelled orders after they 
were completed or while in process. It 
is estimated that the Cambodian appar-
el, footwear and travel goods sales in the 
second quarter of the year will likely fall 
by 50 to 60 per cent on a yearly basis.

PPSP customer service manager 
Hak Serey told The Post on May 31 
that PPSP has a total of 108 compa-
nies operating in the PPSEZ.

PPSEZ saw $1.139 billion in trade 
volume last year, up 14 per cent from 
2018, reported PPSP.

Ministry of Economy and Finance 
data show that Cambodia exported 
$2.688 billion worth of goods through 
special economic zones (SEZs) last 
year, up 27 per cent over 2018.

There were 465 companies operating 
in the Kingdom’s 54 SEZs employing 
more than 100,000 workers.

Vietnam-Lao trade was worth $491.7 million in the first half of this year. VNA

USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,100 1.3098 6.838 106.19 4.1495 1.3639 31.37 0.7288 1.1854 1.3308
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Trading informaTion on Cambodia SeCuriTieS exChange

Auction Trading Method (ATM)

no SToCk CloSing PriCe oPening PriCe high low

1 ABC 17,300 17,300 17,300 17,200

2 GTI 3,060 3,350 3,350 3,060

3 PAS 14,120 14,600 14,600 14,120

4 PEPC 3,220 3,300 3,300 3,220

5 PPAP 11,660 11,680 11,680 11,660

6 PPSP 2,300 2,300 2,300 2,300

7 PWSA 6,000 6,060 6,060 6,000

Date: September 7, 2020

Kingdom-Japan trade 
plummets almost 6%
Hin Pisei

b
ILATErAL trade be-
tween Cambodia and 
Japan slid 5.71 per cent 
to $1.175 million in the 

first seven months of this year, 
from $1.246 million on a year-
ly basis, data from State-run 
agency Japan External Trade 
Organisation (Jetro) show.

Goods exported from Cam-
bodia to Japan were worth 
nearly $914.41 million during 
the period, down three per cent 
year-on-year from $942.98 bil-
lion. Imports from Japan were 
worth $260.73 million, down 
by 14.06 per cent year-on-year 
from $303.4 million.

Cambodia Chamber of 
Commerce vice-president 
Lim Heng told The Post on 
Monday that Covid-19 has 

brought on a gradual decline 
in global trade, especially 
manifest in the second and 
third quarters.

The pandemic not only 
trimmed demand for goods, 
but also spawned restrictions 
that impeded travel, he said.

“before Covid-19, trade vol-
ume and the number of tour-
ists between Cambodia and Ja-
pan enjoyed a surge on a yearly 
basis, but the hustle and bustle 
has yet to return to its former 
vibrancy,” Heng said.

Though the world has 
gained limited control of the 
disease, Heng is hesitant to 
make a forecast of bilateral 
trade figures for the remain-
der of this year.

Aside from Covid-19, royal 
Academy of Cambodia eco-
nomics researcher Hong 

Vanak attributed the drop in 
trade figures to Japan’s cur-
rently shrinking economy.

Japan’s trade figures have 
plummeted with almost all 
of its trading partners, he 
said. In the face of economic 
growth slowdown fuelled by 
Covid-19, the country now is 
plagued by a flurry of national 
and regional security issues.

“A speedy, full recovery of 
Cambodian-Japanese trade is 
not likely soon, but is possible 
in 2021 as the number of Jap-
anese investors in Cambodia 
in areas such as agriculture, 
tourism and construction has 
been picking up as of late,” 
Vanak said.

Chhour Vichet, CEO of San-
co-Poipet Special Economic 
Zone (SPSEZ) operator Sanco 
Cambo Investment Group Co 

Ltd, told The Post in July that 
the slip in Cambodian exports 
to Japan had been caused by 
a slowdown in Japanese com-
panies’ auto parts production 
in SPSEZ during April-May.

He noted that production 
at the industrial park have 
picked up since June, but that 
exports of electronics and 
computer spare parts saw 

“huge” unimpeded growth in 
the first half.

between 1995 and Septem-
ber, there were 141 Japanese in-
vestment projects with $2.5 bil-
lion in capital investment, data 
from the Council for the Devel-
opment of Cambodia show.

Of these, 66 were in special 
economic zones with an esti-
mated capital investment of 

$340 million.
Most of the projects were in 

the energy, electronic com-
ponent assembly, auto spare 
parts, agro-industry, food pro-
cessing, hospitality, health and 
retail sectors, the data show.

Cambodian exports to Ja-
pan reached $1.7 billion last 
year, up 7.7 per cent from 
2018, Jetro data show.

Goods exported from Cambodia to Japan were worth nearly $914.41 million in the first seven months. Afp

Marvel moves ahead with launch 

Marvel Garment Co Ltd plans to take its factory online early next month. SUppLIED

THE Vietnamese Trade Office in Laos 
has employed various measures to sup-
port Vietnamese exporters amid de-
clining trade revenue between the two 
countries in the first half of this year.

Trade Counsellor at the Vietnamese 
embassy in Vientiane Le Thi Phuong 
Hoa told Vietnam News Agency (VNA) 
that the office has regularly sent lists of 
Vietnamese exporters to Lao agencies, 
which then inform local enterprises 
that are seeking Vietnamese goods.

The office has also worked with 
businesses to address difficulties in 
goods transportation while coordi-
nating with the Lao Ministry of In-
dustry and Commerce to put forth 
mechanisms to support companies.

Hoa said demand in Laos for pro-
duction and construction materials 
and consumer goods has fallen signif-
icantly due to the impact of Covid-19.

The pandemic has also obstructed 
goods transportation and trade pro-
motion activities, she added.

As a result, trade between Vietnam 
and Laos in the first half of this year 
was down 14.6 per cent year-on-year 
at just $491.7 million.

Vietnam imported goods from 
Laos worth $214.85 million, down 6.1 
per cent against the same period last 
year, while exporting $276.85 million 
worth of goods to the neighbouring 
country, down 20.2 per cent. VIET NAM 

NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

VN trade office works to 
boost trade ties with Laos
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bottled water giant Non-
gfu spring on monday said it 
is aiming to raise more than $1 
billion in a Hong Kong listing, 
as beijing cajoles Chinese com-
panies to raise cash at home.

Nongfu, which claims to be 
number one in China’s mas-
sive bottled water market, is 
ubiquitous across the coun-
try, where most people shun 
tap water for health reasons.

In a filing to the Hong Kong 
stock exchange a day ahead 
of the listing, the company 
said it would put more than 
388 million shares on the 
market at an introductory 
price of HK$21.50 (Us$2.77).

the pricing means a poten-
tial listing worth nearly $1.1 
billion – which bloomberg 
said would be the second-
biggest initial public offering 
(Ipo) by a food and beverage 
company this year.

Nongfu spring, which is head-
quartered in the eastern city of 
Hangzhou, supplies mineral 
water unlike most of its com-
petitors who sell purified water.

the brand holds around a 
quarter of the bottled water 
market in China, london-
based firm mintel said.

China previously lost the 
listings of internet giants Ali-
baba and baidu to Wall street.

but it is looking to change that 
as friction rises with the Us across 
all fronts, and as China’s own cap-
ital markets mature. AFP

more investment to 
trickle into Cambodia 
through new policy

China water 
firm Nongfu 
eyeing $1b 
HK listing

Gov’t securities ‘a new opportunity’

samsung, Verizon ink $6.6b 5G deal

May Kunmakara

t
He recently-approved draft 
law on government securities 
will pave the way for the state 
to employ a new type of finan-

cial instrument and mobilise domestic 
financing, diversify its capital port-
folio and reduce external borrowing, 
securities and exchange Commission 
of Cambodia (seCC) director-general 
sou socheat said on monday.

the law was greenlit at a Cabinet 
meeting presided over by prime min-
ister Hun sen on Friday, the minutes 
from the meeting revealed.

It said: “since 1993, the public debt 
management of the royal Govern-
ment of Cambodia has been caution-
ary, accurate and strict.

“Given the current context, issuing 
government securities presents a new 
opportunity and priority for Cambodia.

“this is taking into consideration 
the internal and external challenges 
that could adversely affect the pub-
lic debt situation and the clear goal 
of diversifying funding sources in 
compliance with economic develop-
ment and the soon-to-come gradua-
tion from [the UN’s least developed 
Country (ldC)] status.”

Government securities are a vital fi-
nancial tool for governments to raise 
financing from the domestic private 
sector and from abroad for socio-eco-
nomic development, the minutes said.

It added: “the government has draft-
ed a new law on Government securi-
ties to replace the old one from 2007.

“the revised law better responds to 
the technical aspects of income and 
expenditure management – such as 
adopting new regulations on Cambo-
dia’s capital market system – and the 
current needs of the private sector.”

the current law on Government secu-
rities was issued by royal Code No Ns/
rKm/0107/001 on January 12, 2007 and 
remains in force today.

With the collaboration of private 

sector financiers, seCC’s socheat said 
government securities would be a 
boon for national development.

He said: “Approval of the draft law lays 
the groundwork for the government to 
use this type of financial instrument and 
raise funds when there is a need.

“It can also help the government reduce 
foreign loans and provide it with options 
of how much to borrow from foreign 
sources and how much to issue to raise 
the necessary amount of funds from the 
domestic and foreign private sectors.”

Cambodia securities exchange 
(CsX) vice-chairman Ha Jong-weon 
said the government is preparing 

more regulation framework on gov-
ernment bond issuance, listing, trad-
ing and depository.

He said: “We hope that the govern-
ment securities will be listed and 
traded on the CsX, and we are ready 
on the infrastructure. 

“When the government needs mon-
ey for any investment or expense, they 
can consider issuing bonds. It is an 
alternative choice of quick financing 
that does not need any requirements 
but the country credit.

“local financing will further stabi-
lise the local economy and hasten de-
velopment. the government will also 

have more power on the international 
stage when fund borrowing from oth-
er countries is low.”

From 1993 to 2017, Cambodia bor-
rowed a total of $9.685 billion through 
concessional loans with development 
partners, the ministry of economy 
and Finance reported.

this is equivalent to 43.7 per cent of 
the Kingdom’s $22,158,209,503 gross 
domestic product (Gdp) in 2017, as 
shown by World bank figures.

the finance ministry said the King-
dom borrowed $6.377 billion from 
other governments, of which a whop-
ping $4.05 billion came from China.

soUtH Korean tech behe-
moth samsung electronics 
Co ltd will supply 5G network 
equipment for Us-based Veri-
zon Communications Inc, the 
world’s largest mobile carrier 
by revenue, through a deal 
worth 7.9 trillion won ($6.6 
billion), the company’s regu-
latory filing on monday said.

the deal marks the biggest 
network equipment export for 
south Korea, while officially 
signalling that samsung has 
entered the Us 5G market.

According to the filing, 
samsung will provide an ar-
ray of 5G solutions including 
equipment for Verizon for the 
next five years.

While the Us is the biggest 
telecommunications market, in 
which global equipment mak-
ers make huge investments, 
samsung has worked on the 
market for the last 20 years to 
settle as a major supplier.

samsung was the world’s 
first equipment manufacturer 
to commercialise 5G services 
in partnership with sK tele-
com in south Korea last year.

samsung has invested more 
than $30 billion in 5G advance-
ment and overall network de-
velopment across the Us, ac-
cording to its network business.

It has been pursuing the 
Us 5G market with the aim 
of providing end-to-end solu-

tions from semiconductors to 
mobile phones and network 
infrastructure. the technol-
ogy giant has undertaken 
such initiatives as the 5G In-
novation Zone at its samsung 
Austin semiconductor facility 
in texas and a collaboration 
to create the nation’s first 5G-
enabled stadium.

In January, samsung said it 
had acquired teleWorld solu-

tions, a network service pro-
vider headquartered in Chan-
tilly, Virginia, to support local 
network operators and ac-
celerate and simplify rollouts 
of the 5G network across the 
Us. the company operates as 
a subsidiary of samsung elec-
tronics America.

the south Korean tech giant is 
also providing 5G solutions for 
At&t, sprint and Us Cellular.

samsung’s market share 
in the global telecom equip-
ment market was three per 
cent last year, behind number 
one Huawei, Nokia, ericsson, 
Zte and Cisco.

the prospects for samsung 
in the equipment market 
seem to have improved amid 
the tightening Us sanctions 
on Huawei. THE KOREA HERALD/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Securities and Exchange Commission of Cambodia (SECC) director-general Sou Socheat says government securities will be a boon for 
national development. HENG CHIVOAN

Samsung has been pursuing the US 5G market with the aim of providing end-to-end solutions from 
semiconductors to mobile phones and network infrastructure. SAMSUNG ELECTRONICS/THE KOREA HERALD

Continued from page 1

will continue to pursue the 
policy for another five years, 
shifting from the textile sector 
to investment opportunities, 
particularly from China.

“the shift away from the 
textile sector is not due to the 
ebA withdrawal, but to seize 
new investment opportuni-
ties flowing out from China 
due to the effects of the sino-
Us trade war,” he said, refer-
ring to the eU’s everything 
but Arms trade scheme.

He said the development 
of this new industry means 
a focus on the electronics, 
electricity, and auto parts in-
dustries, encouraging more 
foreign investments.

“I believe investing in this 
sector will help increase pric-
es because the industry will 
use less labour. It is more lu-
crative than the garment sec-
tor and this industry is suit-
able for Cambodians because 
of their skills training.

“our industry has entered 
the second round. We pre-
viously only developed the 
textile sector. For the second 
round, there is a strategy for 

processing agricultural prod-
ucts to the food processing 
industry to cope with the 
overproduction of agricultural 
products and promote value-
added growth in the economy, 
rather than farmers picking 
only fruits to sell,” he said.

He said as part of its indus-
trial development policy, the 
government will continue to 
reform taxation, the armed 
forces, transportation system, 
educational and vocational 
training systems, and encour-
age workers to promote rapid 
industrial growth. 

the policy also aims to reg-
ister between 80 per cent and 
95 per cent of small- and medi-
um-sized enterprises (smes). 
the government also wants 
50-70 per cent of smes to have 
proper accounting records and 
balance sheets by 2025.

“today, more small- and 
medium-sized enterprises are 
aware of the importance of for-
mal registration to strengthen 
business governance, increase 
access to finance and as a ba-
sis for assessment for techni-
cal support and other govern-
ment incentives,” the press 
release said.

www.phnompenhpost.com
ChECk thE poSt wEbSitE 
for brEakinG nEwS
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With around 30 years of experience in 
the tea industry, Sothea Sambath is very 
respected in his profession and well-
known for his expertise in the field.

After discovering the all-but-disap-
peared Camellia cambodiensis, a tea 
shrub native to Cambodia, Sambath 
has made it his life-long mission to 
champion the crop – promoting its 
production for local supply and ex-
port, and catalysing national tour-
ism and economic development.

Not many Cambodians know that 
their country is home to a unique 
species of tea with a distinctive fla-
vour, he says.

To deliver a revival of Cambodian 
tea, Sambath is working on an aptly-
named project, entitled “Cambodia 
Tea Renaissance” that will limelight the 
product for export to compete in inter-
national markets, especially Europe.

Sambath sat down with the post’s 
May Kunmakara to discuss the project 
and how he believes Cambodian tea 
will climb the list of priority exports.

How did you get involved in the tea 
industry?

I started working in the tea indus-
try in 1991 in France, at the most 
prestigious and luxurious parisian 
teahouse. I learned all the aspects 
of the tea business, from tasting, 
selecting, blending, selling and of 
course preparing this spiritual bev-
erage. the owner of the business, a 
thai man, took me under his wing 
and turned me into a tea master.

I also managed public relations 
and marketing back when our struc-
ture was quite small and had to mul-
titask like in a family business. How-
ever the brand was and is still today 
the most well known tea brand in 
the world.

As a tea master I had to select and 
taste most of the teas on a regular 
basis and came up with the idea one 
day to use tea leaves in French dish-
es that we served at our tea salons. 
thus “La cuisine au the” was born.

After a decade in paris, I moved 
to New York to work in the gourmet 

and luxury industry. I was still creat-
ing tea recipes for companies in the 
Us and in France.

recently in 2017-2018, I was in 
bangkok running a tea lounge at a 
prestigious shopping mall on plo-
enchit road. And until now I am still 
creating new blends for internation-
al companies.

What led to your discovery of the 
species of tea native to Cambodia?

When I was in paris, around 1998, 
my mentor asked me about Cambo-
dian tea, if I’d ever heard of tea that 
is native to Cambodia. I never had.

He told me that there are two ma-
jor species of tea plant found around 
the world – the Camellia sinensis 
from China and the Camellia assa-
mica from India. but then, he said, 
there’s also the Camellia cambodi-
ensis from Cambodia.

It was a mind-boggling revelation 
after having worked in the industry 
for all these years. I never knew that 
there was a tea native to my parents’ 
home country, nor had I ever come 
across any literature about it – the 
Cambodian tea plant must have 
simply vanished during civil con-
flicts and economic downfall.

In 2006, I travelled from New York to 
Cambodia for the first time in my life 
in search of the Cambodian tea plant.

but only in 2014, after many fruit-
less quests, did I end up in mondulkiri 
chasing wives’ tales that the province 
had been regarded as the cradle of 
Cambodian tea in olden times.

Guiding myself with a map, I trekked 
through forest and inquired around 
in villages till I came across an area 
known locally as “Chamkar te village” 
(tea plantation village). I knew then 
that I was headed in the right direction. 
I based myself there for some time.

During my stay, locals would di-
rect my attention to passion fruits, 
avocadoes and pepper and tell me 
that tea plants had been grown there 
just a few years prior.

A monk at a nearby pagoda told me 
that they had gotten rid of tea plants 
there around two months ago.

One day, on my way back to “Cham-
kar te village”, I stopped a young man 
riding a motorbike and asked him 
about the tea plants. He said his father-
in-law who lives in a nearby Christian 
village had some. He led me there and 
showed me the two tea shrubs grow-
ing behind a wooden house.

How will you market your idea to the 
people, to the region and the world?

Now, having found the tea plant in 
mondulkiri, I have a new quest – my 
mission from now on is to promote 
the “Cambodian tea renaissance”.

my approach is to travel all over 
and tell anyone who will listen to 
grow Camellia cambodiensis – we 
have such a wonderful product on 
our hands that we could revive and 
bring to the international market, 
much like Kampot pepper.

I have met true believers of the 
project on my journey. I’ve asked a 
friend of mine, prominent researcher 
Dr Chen Chanratana with a phD in 
Khmer History and Archaeology, to 
look into anything related to the tea 
plant chronicled in ancient texts.

Another friend in France is brows-
ing the National Archives for docu-
mentation on French assistance in 
Cambodian tea plantations during 
the colonial era.

I am working with another group 
on financial data and documents 
to compile a business plan and de-

velop a sustainable project for tea 
cultivation in Cambodia.

An old partner from the southern 
Chinese province of Yunnan is lending 
his expertise as a tea planter on grow-
ing and processing the tea leaves.

And last but not least, a friend who 
owns 10ha in mondulkiri has started 
to plant Cambodian tea with cuttings 
collected from the two shrubs I found 
in the Christian village in O’raing 
district’s Dak Dam commune.

my friend has named his place “Ou-
reang tea House” (using a different 
transliteration of the district name 
O’raing), the place where Cambo-
dian tea will find its second wind.

We are currently a small group, but 
I will try to meet with the relevant 
ministries, acquaint them with the 
situation and seek their endorsement 
of the project, which will involve 
many sectors – agriculture, environ-
ment, commerce and tourism.

spotlighting Cambodian tea as a 
national product will provide jobs 
for ethnic minorities in mondulkiri 
and transform tea estates into at-
tractions for tourists curious about 
the growing and processing of the 
crop, which will serve as a strong 
selling point for the region.

the more tea trees we can grow, 
the more tea I will collect and sell on 
the international market, since I al-
ready have access to european mar-
kets. It is not a far stretch to imagine 
setting up tea cooperatives in mon-
dulkiri someday.

Given that tea is not one of the prior-
ity products for export, what is your 
plan for the upcoming years?

tea is my priority product for ex-
port because I have access to the in-
ternational market.

I will bring Cambodian tea to eu-
rope to compete with varieties na-
tive to other countries and, little-by-
little, tell its story to the people.

I started up my own company 
“rAmI teA” last year (www.ramiteas.
com). It was just the obvious choice 
after all these years – I should share 
with the public my passion for tea 
and the exceptional taste of each sig-
nature blend that I have formulated.

This interview has been edited for 
length and clarity.

A master’s quest for revival of Cambodian tea

Tea master Sothea Sambath travels all over and tells anyone who will listen to grow 
Cambodian tea. SUPPLIED

BUSINESS
INSIDER

bananas the largest slice of Laos’ export pie to China
LAO authorities have ensured 
that this year bananas continue 
to be the top earner among all 
agricultural exports to China 
despite the government ban-

ning more banana plantations.
Laos exported bananas to 

China to the tune of $116 mil-
lion in the first seven months 
of this year, the ministry of 

Industry and Commerce 
reported. Last year Laos earned 
around $185.6 million.

Despite the number of inves-
tors and banana plantations 

within the country decreasing 
after the government enforced 
a ban on granting land for new 
plantations and shut down 
companies that had violated 
regulations the export value of 
banana has remained high.

this year trading between 
Laos and China has been hit 
due to the Covid-19 pandemic, 
but exporting goods, espe-
cially bananas, is still faring 
well due to good cooperation 
and negotiation between Lao 
and Chinese authorities.

the agricultural strategy for 
2025 states that bananas are a top 
agricultural export earner, creat-
ing job opportunities, and gen-
erating income for local people 
so they can rise above poverty.

but some plantations harmed 
the environment because of a 
lack of management by the gov-
ernment, incomplete land allo-
cation, and lax business registra-
tion. For this reason, traders and 
investors were encouraged to 
enter into contracts with farm-
ing families to grow the crop.

but regulations have not 

been enforced, especially those 
relating to enterprises, invest-
ment promotions, chemical 
management, plant protection, 
consumer protection and envi-
ronmental protection.

In 2014, the prime minister’s 
Office instructed the governors 
of northern provinces to ban 
individuals and companies from 
leasing or obtaining concessions 
for rice fields in irrigated areas 
for banana plantations.

In 2015, the office issued an 
additional notice on the use of 
herbicides, pesticides and 
other chemicals on banana 
plantations.

In 2016, it issued a further 
notice aimed at resolving envi-
ronmental issues and the 
impact of banana plantations.

Following the three notices, 
the ministry of Agriculture and 
Forestry appointed technical 
teams and experts from the 
National Agriculture and For-
estry research Institute to con-
duct inspections of banana 
plantations in the northern 
provinces of phongsaly, Luang 

Namtha, bokeo, Oudomxay, 
Luang prabang and Xayaboury.

the study showed that 
banana farming by ethnic 
groups is a long-standing prac-
tice. they traditional use of 
banana leaves is to make “mark 
beng” (handmade pyramids of 
banana leaves decorated with 
flowers) for religious rituals and 
to wrap confections, while the 
stems and branches are used 
to make animal feed.

the three notices led many 
banana growers to believe that 
the government had banned 
the cultivation of bananas, but 
in fact the ban only concerned 
bananas grown in rice fields.

banana plantations should 
follow good agricultural prac-
tices in line with the govern-
ment’s clean, green and sus-
tainable policies.

Growers should use herbi-
cides and pesticides of a par-
ticular standard and should 
not use chemicals that the 
government has banned, espe-
cially paraquat and DDt. VIEN-

TIANE TIMES/ASIA NEWS NETWORKLaos exported $116 million worth of bananas to China in the first seven months of this year. VOICE OF VIETNAM
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In a joint effort, the Ministry of 
Education, Youth and Sport, the 
Open Institute and Smart axiata 
Co Ltd last week rolled out of 

the “Smart 1,000 Grade 12 Video 
Collection” to help students continue 
distance learning and prepare for this 
year’s Bac II examinationsa.

The initiative is supported by the 
Smart axiata $1 million Covid-19 
Relief Fund and comes at critical time 
with schools yet to fully open across 
the Kingdom.   

“as the Ministry of Education, 
Youth and Sport is further expand-
ing virtual learning opportunities, 
Smart axiata’s Relief Fund is a great 
assistance to our efforts in support-
ing Cambodia’s educational system 
through digital technology. 

“The new initiative focuses on 
Grade 12, since students attending  
the last year of high school need to 

prepare for their final exams and  
later proceed with their university  
applications,” said HE Dr Hang Chuon 
naron, the Minister of Education, 
Youth and Sport. 

The “Smart 1,000 Grade 12 Video 
Collection” will be a great resource  
for this year’s 12th graders, and the 
digital library of online video content 
will also increase the ministry’s resil-
ience in the future, said Smart axiata 
in a statement. 

The relief fund has added great 
value to the long-standing collabora-
tion and partnership between Smart 
axiata, the ministry and the Open 
Institute. 

More than 400 videos have been 
produced so far, and with more being 
created for the collection, the ministry 
will begin launching them simultane-
ously in a structured manner. 

The materials will be premiered on 
the ministry’s social media, including 
on its Facebook page and YouTube 
channels, as well as be broadcast  
on TVK2.

Smart axiata CEO Thomas Hundt 
said: “We want to ensure that the 
school closures won’t get in the way 
of Cambodian students’ education. 
Smart has always been committed  
to supporting the education sector  
in Cambodia. 

“We believe in the power of  

partnerships and collaborations,  
thus Smart axiata’s $1 million  
Covid-19 Relief Fund has been 
launched to support the efforts of  
the Cambodian government and to 
help communities impacted by the 
global public health crisis.” 

The relief fund targets initiatives 
based on four focus areas – ICT for 
education, crisis management, social 
distancing and personal hygiene. 

Partnerships between private and 
public entities are encouraged to  
submit proposals to the relief fund  
for up to $200,000 each.

Speaking at the event, Javier 

Sola, executive director of the Open 
Institute, said: “The financial support 
received from the fund enabled us to 
quickly put together two modern re-
cording studios that are soundproofed 
and equipped with smartboards, 
audio equipment and high-definition 
cameras. 

“With the two studios now operat-
ing at maximum efficiency, we are 
able to produce the amazing amount 
of 80 videos per week. a dedicated 
quality-assurance team works closely 
to guarantee that all recorded videos 

are up to the ministry’s standards and 
are acceptable for broadcast. We are 
very excited to work with exceptional 
teachers and a hardworking team to 
produce this video collection.”

In March, all schools were  
forced to close due to the Covid-19  
pandemic. Seeing the urgent need to 
support Grade 12 students in preparing 
for their exams with distance-learning 
material, the Open Institute applied 
to the relief fund to run the initiative 
together with the Ministry of  
Education and Smart axiata. 
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Video drive to 
help Grade 12 
students ready 
for Bac exams 

The private-public participation will further boost education. More than 400 vidoes have been produced under the initiative so far.

From left: Smart Axiata CEO Thomas Hundt, Minister of Education Dr Hang Chuon Naron and Open Institute executive director Javier Sola. 

The minister launches a video production unit. 

Participants are briefed on video production and its importance for Grade 12 students. 

THE PHNOM PENH POST  SEPTEMBER 8 , 2020  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

education 

”
We want to ensure that 
the school closures 
won’t get in the way of 
Cambodian students’ 
education. smart has 
always been committed  
to supporting education 
Thomas hundT/smarT CeO 

With virtual learning getting ever  
more creative in the Kingdom, some  
400 videos have been produced by the 
ministry of education, Youth and sport, 
the Open institute and smart axiata to 
assist Grade 12 students in continuing  
distance learning and prepare for the  
Bac ii examinations later this year.
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UK pm sets October 15 deadline for brexit deal
brItIsH prime minister boris John-
son has given an October 15 deadline 
for a post-brexit trade agreement 
with the eU, brushing off fears about 
“no-deal” chaos if talks fail.

the eighth round of negotiations 
resumes in London this week, with 
both sides talking increasingly tough, 

amid accusations of intransigence 
and political brinkmanship.

the UK’s chief negotiator, David 
Frost, did little to raise expectations 
about a breakthrough, promising no 
compromise on London’s red lines, 
in a rare newspaper interview pub-
lished on sunday.

His eU opposite number, michel 
barnier, this week said the talks stood 
or failed on the need to get an accord 
on eU access to UK fishing waters 
and state aid rules, but britain was 
giving no ground.

brussels has already indicated that 
mid-October was the latest a deal 
could be struck, given the need for 
translation and ratification by the 
european parliament.

Despite months of refusing to confirm 
a firm cut-off date, Johnson agreed.

He said in remarks released by his 
office: “there needs to be an agree-
ment with our european friends by 
the time of the european Council on 
October 15 if it’s going to be in force 
by the end of the year.

“so, there is no sense in thinking 
beyond that point. If we can’t agree by 
then, then I do not see that there will be 
a free trade agreement between us.”

should that happen, britain will 
have an “Australia-style” deal with the 
eU or one similar to that agreed with 
Canada and other countries, he said.

Australia trades with the eU under 
World trade Organisation rules and 

tariffs. but Johnson, whose govern-
ment had said it wanted a “zero tariff, 
zero quota” regime, insisted it would 
still be a “good outcome” for britain.

Johnson’s warning will likely com-
pound criticisms from british pro-eU 
“remainers” that his ruling Conserv-
ative government envisaged a “no-
deal” scenario all along, despite 
claiming the contrary.

“brexiteers” had promised that 
securing a deal with britain’s biggest 
trading partner would be straightfor-
ward and rejected criticism that 
unravelling nearly 50 years of ties 
with europe would be lengthy and 
even impossible.

britain formally left the 27-member 
bloc on January 31 – nearly four years 
after a divisive referendum that crip-
pled the country politically and saw 
two prime ministers resign.

Johnson, who took over after there-
sa may repeatedly failed to get her 
brexit divorce deal through parlia-
ment, promised britain’s borders and 
ports will be ready for when the so-
called transition period comes to an 
end on December 31. AFP

British Prime Minister Boris Johnson has given an October 15 deadline for a post-Brexit 
trade agreement with the EU. POOL/AFP

typhoon hits sK after lashing Japan
A 

pOWerFUL typhoon lashed 
south Korea on monday af-
ter smashing into southern 
Japan with record winds 

and heavy rains that left four people 
missing in a landslide.

Half a million people were without 
power after typhoon Haishen – or 
“sea God” in mandarin Chinese – 
roared past Japan’s southern island of 
Kyushu, ripping off roofs and dump-
ing half a metre of water in just a day.

rescue workers were picking through 
mud and detritus after a hillside col-
lapsed in rural miyazaki prefecture on 
the island’s southeastern coast.

Chief Cabinet secretary Yoshihide 
suga told reporters in tokyo that 
dozens of police officers were on 
their way to help.

At least two deaths had been re-
ported during the storm, he said, 
although the causes were not im-
mediately known.

Coming on the heels of typhoon 
maysak – named after the Khmer 
word for the teak tree (tectona gran-
dis), Haishen crashed into Okinawa 
on saturday and moved northwards 
throughout sunday.

Around 1.8 million people were 
told to seek shelter for fear that the 
200km/h winds would wreak havoc 
on Japan’s wooden housing stock.

by lunchtime on monday, the 
storm had moved over south Korea, 
forcing the cancellation of hundreds 
of flights and triggering landslides.

traffic lights and trees were felled 
in and around the country’s south-
ernmost city of busan, streets were 
flooded and power was knocked out 
for around 20,000 homes across the 
country.

the typhoon cut electricity supplies 
to Hyundai motor’s assembly lines in 
the city of Ulsan, bringing produc-
tion to a halt for several hours.

Haishen churned its way up the 
eastern side of the peninsula into the 
sea of Japan, known as the east sea 
in south Korea, having lost some of 
its destructive force, but still packed 
winds of up to 112km/h.

the streets of the port city of 
sokcho were largely empty, but some 
residents braved the rain and wind to 
take photos and marvel at the swell 
crashing into the harbour wall.

Outside the city, swollen rivers 
surged through the countryside 
carrying debris and the occasional 
fallen tree.

Haishen was forecast to make 
landfall again in Chongjin, North 
Hamgyong province in North Ko-
rea, at around midnight, according 
to south Korea’s meteorological Ad-
ministration.

pyongyang’s state media have 
been on high alert, carrying live 
broadcasts of the situation, with one 
showing a reporter driving through a 
windy, inundated street in tongchon 
county, Kangwon province.

“Now is the time when we must be 
on our highest alert,” he said, add-
ing that winds were as powerful as 
126km/h.

state broadcaster Korean Central 
television (KCtV) showed flooded 
streets and trees shaking from the 
strong gusts.

North Korea is still reeling from the 
effects of typhoon maysak last week.

Leader Kim Jong-un appeared in 
state media over the weekend in-
specting the damage. He also sacked 
a top provincial official in south 
Hamgyong.

He ordered 12,000 ruling party 
members in pyongyang to help with 
recovery efforts, and the official Ko-
rean Central News Agency (KCNA) 
news agency reported on monday 
that around 300,000 had responded 
to his call.

the North’s state media have yet 
to specify how many people maysak 
left missing, injured or dead.

In Japan, typhoon Haishen first 
made its presence felt on a string of ex-
posed, remote southern islands before 
sweeping past the Kyushu region.

As it approached Kyushu authori-
ties issued evacuation orders for 1.8 
million people, with 5.6 million oth-
ers told to take precautions.

In some places, residents checked 
into hotels to shelter from the storm.

Japan converts its municipal 
buildings and schools into shel-
ters during emergencies, but some 
people were reluctant to gather in 
large numbers due to fears over the 
Covid-19 pandemic.

“I am worried about coronavirus 
infections. We’re with small children 
too, so we did not want other people 
to see us as big trouble,” an elderly 
man in shibushi city told broadcast-
er NHK after checking in at a local 
hotel with seven relatives.

the storm forced the cancellation 
of nearly 550 flights and disrupted 
train services, the network said.

many factories also suspended 
operations, including three plants 
operated by toyota. AFP

Traffic lights and trees were felled in and around the country’s southernmost city of Busan, streets were flooded and power was 
knocked out for around 20,000 homes. YONHAP NEWS AGENCY/AFP

Continued from page 1

set to go ahead in April but was 
delayed by the coronavirus out-
break.

Assange faces 18 charges under the 
Us espionage Act for the 2010 release 
of 500,000 secret files detailing 
aspects of Us military campaigns in 
Afghanistan and Iraq.

Washington claims he helped intel-
ligence analyst Chelsea manning to 
steal the documents before reck-
lessly exposing confidential sources 
around the world.

If convicted, he could be jailed for 
up to 175 years.

Any ruling in favour of extradition 
is “almost certain” to be appealed by 
the losing side, according to John 
rees, of the Don’t extradite Assange 
Campaign.

Assange – who has become a fig-
urehead for press freedom and inves-
tigative journalism – had a “very 
strong defence”, rees said.

but he was concerned the case had 
become “highly politicised”.

A previous hearing was told that Us 
president Donald trump promised a 
pardon if Assange denied russia leaked 
emails from the campaign of his 2016 
election opponent Hillary Clinton.

At the February hearing, Assange’s 
lawyer, edward Fitzgerald, said his 
client would not get a fair trial in the 
Us and would be a suicide risk.

James Lewis, representing the Us 
government, said WikiLeaks was 
responsible for “one of the largest 
compromises of classified informa-
tion in the history of the Us”.

“reporting or journalism is not an 
excuse for criminal activities or a 
licence to break ordinary criminal 
laws,” he said.

Assange appeared weak and con-
fused during his February court 
appearance, apparently forgetting 
his date of birth. 

He also told district judge Vanessa 
baraitser he had not understood 
what had happened in the hearing.

His legal team has repeatedly 
warned about his health, including 
from the spread of Covid-19, and an 
independent UN rights expert said in 
November that his continued deten-
tion at a high-security prison was 
putting his life at risk.

meanwhile, the Council of europe 
rights group warned that Assange’s 
extradition would have a “chilling 
effect” on press freedom.

the saga began in 2010 when Assange 
faced allegations of sexual assault and 
rape in sweden, which he denied.

He was in britain at the time but 
dodged an attempt to extradite him to 
sweden by claiming political asylum 
in ecuador’s embassy in London.

For seven years he lived in a small 
apartment in the embassy, but after 
a change of government in Quito, 
ecuador lost patience with its guest 
and turned him over to british police 
in April last year.

swedish prosecutors confirmed 
last year they had dropped the rape 
investigation, saying that despite a 
“credible” account from the alleged 
victim, there was insufficient evi-
dence to proceed. AFP

Assange: A 
press freedom 
figurehead or 
hacker thief?
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tHe renovation of Wat muang 
Kang in the southern Lao prov-
ince of Champasak has begun 
in a bid to preserve the centu-
ries-old temple and make it 
more attractive to visitors.

the temple, also known as 
Wat phutthavanaram, was 
built in the early 1950s – a few 
years after muang Kang vil-
lage in Champasak district 
was established, a village 
resident told Vientiane times 
recently.

Located just over 53km from 
the Cambodian border at its 
closest point and about 8km 
south of Champasak town, the 
temple has a long history and 
is respected not only by resi-
dents but by buddhists 
throughout the country.

the temple is thought to be 
the oldest active temple in 
Laos. the impressive monas-
tery comprises five buildings 
which are a mix of colonial, 
Vietnamese, and traditional 
Lao styles with influences from 
siamese and Cambodian 
architecture.

the book repository (hor 
tripidok) and the meeting hall 
(hor jaek) were built in the 
Vietnamese style with a colo-
nial influence.

the two monk residences 
(kuti) are in the traditional 
Lao style, with one built from 
hardwood and the other con-
structed using strips of bam-
boo coated with mud and 
cattle dung.

the five buildings have 
retained their original charac-
ter, while the roofs were made 
using techniques rarely found 
nowadays. the book reposi-
tory is a mix of Chinese and 
French styles combined with 
traditional Lao architecture 
and was made by Vietnamese 
craftsmen.

Its three-tiered roof has a 
colourful mosaic in the corner 
and a small crystal window at 
the centre of the top roof ridge, 
reminiscent of ancient myan-
mar-style architecture. the 
crystal-sided box contains 
buddha images.

the provinces of southern 
Laos have numerous tourist 
attractions, both nature-
based and historical. Just 
north of Cambodia’s preah 
Vihear and stung treng prov-
inces, Champasak is one of 
these provinces and no one 
should miss a chance to visit 
this scenic region during a 
stay in Laos.

Champasak has 216 official-
ly designated tourist sites, 
including 116 that are nature-
based, 60 places of cultural 
interest and 40 historical sites, 
but only 20 have special visitor 
facilities.

Among the natural wonders 
are Khonphapheng, tad Fan 
and tad Yuang waterfalls. 
Activities for tourists range 
from adventure treks and 
ziplining to rest and recu-
peration in the lap of nature. 
Visitors can also enjoy pro-
duce from the fertile bolaven 
plateau, including its famed 
coffee. VIENTIANE TIMES/ASIA NEWS 

NETWORK

Austria hopes 
Indonesia will 
forge on with 
jet fighter deal
A

Fter staying mum 
for two months, 
Austrian Federal 
minister of Defence 

Klaudia tanner broke her si-
lence on Indonesia’s proposal 
to buy jet fighters from the 
european country.

In a letter dated september 4, 
a copy of which was obtained 
by The Jakarta Post, tanner 
said she wanted to enter into 
specific sales negotiations with 
her Indonesian counterpart 
prabowo subianto, Austrian 
newspaper Kronen Zeitung re-
ported on sunday.

she also thanked prabowo 
for his interest in buying a 
fleet of 15 eurofighter ty-
phoon jet fighters.

“the Austrian Armed Forces 
are facing major challenges in 
air surveillance in the coming 
years,” tanner said in the letter, 
which was written in German.

“We are, therefore, happy to 
accept your interest in pur-
chasing the 15 Austrian eu-
rofighters to modernise your 
air fleet and will now evaluate 
and examine this intensively.

“In this regard, my experts will 

contact your positions to clarify 
further detailed questions.”

tanner was replying to a let-
ter from prabowo offering to 
buy the typhoons.

prabowo said in a letter 
dated July 10: “to achieve my 
target of modernising the In-
donesian Air Force, I would, 
therefore, like to propose to 
enter into official deliberation 
with you, your excellency, on 
purchasing all 15 eurofighter 
typhoons from Austria for 
the Air Force of the republic 
of Indonesia.”

prabowo’s letter sparked 
controversy as it was the first 
official offer known to the 
public on a possible acquisi-
tion of fighter jets.

earlier this year, news broke 
that Indonesia would buy Das-
sault rafale fighter aircraft from 
France following prabowo’s 
visit to the country in January.

French newspaper La Tri-
bune reported that Indonesia 
was interested in procuring 
48 rafale jets in addition to 
two scorpene submarines 
and two Gowind corvettes.

there was, however, no of-

ficial correspondence in the 
possible acquisition of the 
French weapon systems.

Lawmakers and defence 
observers opposed the plan 
to purchase Austrian ty-
phoons because they were 
considered old, having been 
procured in a 2002 contract 
worth €2 billion ($2.4 billion), 
and not advanced enough as 
a tranche 1 focusing on air-
defence missions. the first 
aircraft was delivered in 2007.

It was also pointed out that 
buying Austrian typhoons 
would violate Law No 16/2012 
on the defence industry, which 
mandates foreign weapon 
purchase to come with some 

kind of countertrade, local 
content and offset schemes.

Another contention was 
that Indonesia is currently 
working to make its own 
fighter jets by securing a 20 
per cent share in south Kore-
an’s KF-X programme, which 
Indonesia joined in 2010.

Korean Aerospace Industries 
(KAI) is working with pt Dir-
gantara Indonesia to design 
and manufacture the jets, of 
which Indonesia is projected 
to buy 48 aircraft while south 
Korea is slated to buy 120.

the KF-X jet fighter will 
have its first rollout next year 
and the first flight is sched-
uled for 2022, The Korea Her-

ald reported on July 8.
On september 3, KAI re-

vealed that parts of the first 
prototype consisted of the fu-
selage and wings.

In its report, Kronen Zeitung 
said the letter would be sent 
to prabowo’s office through 
the Indonesian embassy in 
Vienna.

the Indonesian embassy, 
however, said on sunday that 
it had yet to receive the letter.

WhatsApp messages sent to 
ministry of Defence spokes-
man brigadier General Djoko 
purwanto and prabowo 
spokesman Dahnil siman-
juntak went unanswered. THE 

JAKARTA POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Dengue patients’ reluctance to go to hospital 
amid Covid-19 pandemic ‘could prove deadly’
peOpLe with dengue fever 
should go to the hospital and 
not be worried about Covid-19 
transmission, doctors in Viet-
nam have warned.

A 17-year-old dengue patient 
in Hanoi recently died after 
being treated at home.

A 20-year-old patient in Ho 
Chi minh City was brought to 
the District 11 Hospital with a 
low platelet count and other 
severe symptoms and was 
diagnosed with dengue fever. 
the hospital’s Dr pham Anh 
tuan said luckily she had not 
yet gotten shock syndrome, 
which would have made it dif-
ficult to save her life.

the woman had a high fever 
for three days, but her family 
did not want to take her to a 
hospital for treatment fearing 
Covid-19.

tuan said dengue fever caus-
es unexpected complications 
and people should not try to 
treat it themselves.

Dr Nguyen thanh phong, 
head of the infectious diseases 
department D at Ho Chi minh 
City’s Hospital for tropical 
Diseases, said not going to a 
hospital for dengue treatment 
because of Covid-19 fears is 
very dangerous since the dis-
ease has a high fatality rate.

Doctors said dengue fever 
could become severe between 
the fifth and seventh days, and if 
a patient vomits, bleeds from the 
nose or has abdominal pain then, 

they should go to a hospital.
preventive measures against 

Covid-19 were stringent at hos-
pitals, which had also set up 
areas for people with symptoms 
of respiratory diseases, and so 
people should not be worried 
about going to hospitals.

Huynh Van Dong, head of 
the Centres for Diseases Con-
trol and prevention in Khanh 
Hoa province, said many den-
gue patients came to hospitals 
in a very bad state after treat-
ing themselves at home due to 
fear of contracting Covid-19.

the province had 2,546 den-
gue cases in the first seven 
months of the year.

people should protect them-
selves against dengue fever 
since hospitals in many prov-
inces and cities are getting 
more and more cases, health 
departments have said.

the Hanoi Department of 
Health has reported 1,422 cases 
this year, including one death.

In Ho Chi minh City, nearly 
11,404 dengue fever cases have 
been reported, including 543 
in the last week of August 

alone, 16 more than in the 
entire four previous weeks. 
there were outbreaks in 31 
wards and communes in 13 
districts that week and the 
year’s first fatality.

the city Centre for Diseases 
Control and prevention fore-
cast the disease to peak next 
month or November but the 
number to be lower than in 
previous years.

but it warned that the public 
should not be neglectful.

the city Children’s Hospital 
1 now has 60 children with 

dengue, including seven 
whose health status is worsen-
ing due to their underlying 
medical conditions.

Dr pham Van Quang, head of 
its intensive recuperation 
department, said the hospital 
managed to cure a 12-year-old 
boy with severe dengue and 
obesity. He had a fever and 
abdominal pain for three days.

this was his second time 
after contracting a different 
strain of dengue three years 
ago, he said.

Children and adults who 
contract the disease should be 
treated in time, he warned.

Children’s Hospital 2 is now 
treating 25 patients, of whom 
nearly 10 per cent are worsening.

south of Cambodia’s prey 
Veng and svay rieng provinc-
es, the mekong Delta province 
of Long An has reported near-
ly 1,000 cases this year. All its 
15 districts, towns and city 
have had cases, though the 
districts of Duc Hoa, ben Luc, 
Can Duoc, and Can Giuoc and 
tan An city account for 71 per 
cent of them.

since last month, son La prov-
ince in the far north has report-
ed 25 cases, 24 ones in Hat Lot 
town and one in son La city.

east of Cambodia’s mon-
dulkiri province, the Central 
Highlands province of Dak Lak 
recorded more than 500 cases 
last month. VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

Ancient 
temple in 
Laos gets 
makeover

Indonesia has shown an interest in purchasing a fleet of 15 Eurofighter Typhoon jet fighters from Austria. AFP

Ho Chi Minh City Children’s Hospital 1 now has 60 children with dengue, including seven whose health status 
is worsening due to their underlying medical conditions. VIETNAM NEWS AGENCY/VIET NAM NEWS
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A
s CONsUmers and indus-
tries continue to make 
changes in response to Covid 
-19, their adjustments trigger 

shifts throughout the market. this 
demand disruption will have layers of 
repercussions for the polymer industry, 
which contributed $4.9 billion to Indo-
nesia’s gross domestic product (GDp). 

petrochemical companies also face 
pressure from price volatility of oil and 
gas, continued bans on single-use 
plastics, and growing concern for 
product safety. the pandemic has 
already driven some of the sharpest 
declines in demand for certain plastics, 
while promoting growth for others. 

the impact has been more devas-
tating for end markets as plant utili-
sation in downstream petrochemi-
cals have fallen to 30-40 per cent, 
compared to 90-95 per cent in 
upstream. We have examined the 
case of polypropylene plastic and 
explore how Covid-19 has influenced 
several areas of its application. 

Despite an overall downtrend, the 
impact of the pandemic varies, 
depending on the company’s prod-
uct portfolio and key accounts. For 
instance, producers of lamination 
plastics are highly exposed to the 
crisis. this is observable from its 
usage for disposable cups and 
drinking water, which has been 
severely affected by the large-scale 
social restrictions (psbb) as tourism 
and social event became restrained, 
causing declines in food and bever-
age sales of up to 40 per cent. 

In contrast, fast-moving consumer 
goods (FmCG) sector has been able 
to hold up demand in some areas of 
flexible films. Uptake from instant 
noodle producers particularly stand 
out as it is a go-to product for con-
venient eaters and humanitarian aid 
during the pandemic. Furthermore, 
booming e-commerce shipments 
and online food delivery has been a 
significant driver for plastic bags. 

Nonetheless, flexible film demand 
remains quite damaged as grocery 
shopping became limited, especially in 
traditional markets, which is still a sta-
ple of trade activity in Indonesia. micro, 
small and medium-sized enterprises 
(msmes) represent 99.99 per cent of 
business units in the country and con-
tribute to 60 per cent of national GDp. 

Injection moulding players face 
several major threats, most notably 
the automotive sector. most facto-
ries have stopped production by the 
end of the first quarter and upcom-

ing batches are aimed for export. 
per may 2020, retail automotive 
sales have seen a drastic fall of 82 
per cent, while factory-to-dealer 
sales have dropped 96 per cent. 

this has been the worst decline in 
the sector since the start of the year. 
moreover, homeware plastics is dis-
rupted by the lockdown since house-
hold appliances rely heavily on store-
based channels. toy producers also 
face pressure from crippling demand 
and their increased exposure to the 
weakening rupiah as around 25 per 
cent of toy parts are imported. 

the government health protocol 
has sustained high demand for 
hygiene supplies and self-protective 

products. polypropylene fibre pro-
ducers benefit from demand in face 
masks and personal protective 
equipment (ppe), while producers in 
the blow moulding portfolio are well-
positioned with its uptake for hand 
sanitiser and disinfectant containers. 
Despite the transitional phase of the 
lockdown, which may look to contin-
ue the positive trend, players must be 
alert as an oversupply is on the hori-
zon for this segment. 

the trade ministry has lifted the 
export ban on ppe as a surplus has 
been identified until the end of the 
year. A saturated export market 
should also be anticipated, with Chi-

na leading the way since the cost of 
fabric for masks in the country has 
slumped from a minimum of $56,000 
per tonne to less than $1,500 per 
tonne due to domestic oversupply. 

road to recovery will vary as petro-
chemical players experience different 
impacts from the pandemic. As our 
recommendation, companies should 
take measures based on position of 
urgency and risk to shareholder value 
– not only for short-term survival, but 
also to position themselves for long-
term success in the new normal. 

Hence, we propose the following 
imperatives: First, respond to the now. 
ensuring employee health and opera-
tional safety should be key priorities 

in the midst of Covid-19. Operational 
permit (IOmKI) requires that factories 
comply with the health protocol set by 
the ministry of Industry. 

With the speed of new information, 
a designated crisis management task 
force can serve as the enterprise’s 
first line of response and information 
centre related to the pandemic. Aside 
from risk mitigation, this function is 
well-suited to communicate and 
align stakeholders. therefore, sound 
decisions can be taken in optimising 
the company’s operating model to 
ensure cost competitiveness and 
secure margins during the crisis. 

As cost pressure escalates, manag-

ing cash flow becomes more crucial. 
With volatile prices in oil and gas, 
petrochemical players must actively 
monitor raw material rates. Current 
supply chain should be reviewed to 
identify disruptions and possible 
shortages caused by Covid-19. Once 
these key priorities have been 
addressed, companies can concen-
trate on consumer-focused moves. 

second, anticipate the next. 
Future-minded companies stay 
afloat on regulatory changes and 
new customer preferences to assure 
revenue growth. In addition to gov-
ernment stimulus, producers need 
to be alert for extended responsibili-
ties and new product requirements. 

Currently, priorities on product safe-
ty outweigh sustainability concerns. 
Jakarta, which recently imposed the 
ban of single-use plastics, has reported 
that the portion of plastics from 
municipal waste has increased from 
16 per cent to 34 per cent. 

Covid-19 has also decimated the 
demand for recycled plastics, reach-
ing a 75 per cent decline. market 
assessment is important to help 
understand demand shifts during the 
pandemic. the new knowledge can 
allow companies to mitigate risks by 
adjusting value proposition, evaluat-
ing production flexibility or making 
changes in existing product portfolio. 

A comeback should also be antici-
pated; hence, companies need to 
navigate segments that are rebound-
ing in demand. Divestment of under-
performing portfolio should also be 
considered, especially for less strate-
gic assets in the long run. 

third, seize the new. enterprises 
with financial and operational resil-
ience during the crisis are well-posi-
tioned to be opportunity-minded 
and further rethink their position in 
the future. With the new normal, it is 
imperative to develop new product 
design, specifications, and technolo-
gy requirements based on updated 
policies and customer expectations. 

Given the limitations in working 
environment and heightened hygiene 
concerns, Covid-19 has provided an 
added incentive to embrace digital 
transformation. the current automa-
tion level in upstream and downstream 
petrochemicals are at around 80 per 
cent and 50 per cent, respectively. 

players should also scan for 
untapped market opportunities; a 
potential value chain integration 
through mergers and acquisitions 
may be considered. THE JAKARTA POST/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK

The writer is business analyst at YCP  
Solidiance in Indonesia.

Opinion
Rafael Damar

How plastic industry can thrive  
in the changing market

Indonesian environmental activists participate in a protest against single-use plastics in 
the capital Jakarta in July last year. AfP

Market assessment is 
important to help understand 

demand shifts during the 
covid-19 pandemic
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T
HE life of a soldier 
certainly isn’t for 
everyone. The train-
ing is gruelling, the 

hours long and there’s no 
room for excuses. On top of 
that, soldiers must be ready 
to respond to sudden threats 
at a moment’s notice.

Just ask Sithyka Jessica 
Meach, the first female Cam-
bodian to graduate from the 
prestigious US Military Acad-
emy at West Point (USMA).

As a teenager, she moved far 
away from her beloved family 
for the opportunity and she ad-
mitted she wanted to quit sev-
eral times. But she says what 
motivated her to keep pushing 
was the Cambodian national 
flag stitched on her shoulder.

Sithyka, whose father is a civil 
servant, tells The Post that “I’ve 
no doubt about that [wanting 
to quit]. I called my mom to tell 
her I was quitting over six times 
while studying there.

“Of course, I never did in the 
end. But I thought about it when 
times got tough. The thing that 
kept me going was the fact that 
I had the Cambodian flag on 
my shoulder representing not 
just myself or the Meach family 
but my nation as well.” 

She says many students at 
West Point thought about quit-
ting at one time or another. 

“I could probably take fail-
ing myself, but I could not 
face failing my country. My 
failure was bigger than just 
me, so I kept going,” she says.

Sithyka says West Point, lo-
cated in upstate New York, is 
built on one of the most beau-
tiful pieces of land she’s ever 
seen. The school, which is an 
old fort, features stone bar-
racks and is surrounded by 
mountains, valleys and rivers.

“Even our classrooms were 
century-old barracks with his-
torical scripts written on its 
walls. It is truly a breathtaking 
environment,” she says.

However, as cadets are con-
stantly undergoing rigorous 
training programmes, she nev-
er really had a chance to appre-
ciate the beauty of the area.

Sithyka tells The Post that 
“as a foreign cadet from Cam-
bodia, my flag and where I 
came from was the first thing 
anyone at USMA would see. 
Many were curious because 
most of what they know about 
our beautiful country is cen-
tred on a dark period”.

So she introduced them 
to the broader Cambodian 
culture – from the beauty of 
Angkor to the Kingdom’s de-
lectable cuisine.

“I am not a great cook but I 
cooked for my US counterparts 
there as well as the other for-
eign cadets. It was delightful to 
showcase how attractive Cam-
bodia was to everyone there.

“After graduation, many of 
my USMA classmates made 
their way to our country to 
visit the things I told them 
about,” says Sithyka.

Only six Cambodians have 

ever enrolled at West Point. 
Three graduated, one quit 
and two are currently study-
ing there, she says.

Hun Manet, the eldest son 
of Prime Minister Hun Sen, 
was the first Cambodian to 
graduate from the military 
academy in 1999.

Sithyka graduated in 2011 
and her brother, Sovisal Jerry 
Meach, graduated from there 
in 2014.

Sithyka went on to receive 
her Master of Law degree 
in the UK and is currently 
undergoing technical legal 
training in Cambodia. 

The 32-year-old married in 
2015 and currently works as a le-
gal officer at the Ministry of Na-
tional Defence. She’s also a part-
time lecturer for the Master of 
Human Rights Law programme 
at Pannasastra University. 

Academic Challenges
She says graduating from 

West Point wasn’t easy. Aside 

from adhering to the schools’ 
rigorous academic standards, 
students had to focus on mili-
tary training and hold them-
selves to a high level of per-
sonal conduct. 

Every second of every day, stu-
dents are expected to meet the 
high demands of the academy.

“You live, eat, breathe, study, 
and spend every moment with 
military discipline and values 
expected of a military officer.

“Even your conduct from 
how straight you stand, how 
polite your meal manners are, 
to how immaculate your bed 
is made is subject to stringent 
standards,” she says.

She says the biological dif-
ferences between women and 
men made it tough for her to 
complete certain tasks.

Sithyka says: “I am physical-
ly smaller than many people, 
therefore it was a challenge 
to accomplish some physical 
tasks. It was also challenging 
because the military which 

USMA reflects is not very fe-
male-friendly.”

She says there was a lack 
of female officers to mentor 
other female students and 
that females are often expect-
ed to appear more mascu-
line because femininity can 
be construed as weakness. 

Family encouragement
When Sithyka was growing 

up, she watched her father 
being offered numerous in-
ternational positions while 
working as a civil servant. 
She was curious as to why he 
turned them down.

“I realised it was because he 
felt a duty to his country and 
because he was educated, he 
had to contribute back to his 
nation, says Sithyka.

“My father would always say 
that it was our job to rebuild 
our nation and we should 
never choose the easier life 
over the right life,” she says.

Most of the skills learned at 

West Point are technical and 
focus on science and engi-
neering, and Sithyka majored 
in international comparative 
legal studies with an environ-
mental engineering track.

She says she appreciates not 
only her father for being a role 
model who inspired her to serve 
the nation, but also her mother, 
who always supported her re-
gardless of the path she took. 

“The strength and courage 
she instilled in me made me 
become the woman I am today. 
If I was interested in sports or 
‘manly’ activities, she cheered 
and encouraged me as I tried to 
become the best at it,” she says.
 
Preparation for West Point

To be accepted into West 
Point, there are academic, 
physical and personal require-
ments to meet the minimum 
standard to be a candidate. 

She says successful candidates 
usually exceed these require-
ments and receive a nomina-
tion from their Senator (for US 
cadets) or Minister of Defence 
(foreign cadets like her). 

“It was over 10 years ago 
that I applied, therefore, this 
information may not be as ac-
curate anymore but the core 
of it still exists,” says Sithyka.

Candidates are expected to 
take the Scholastic Aptitude 
Test, a standard language test 
and finally, undergo a Candi-
date Fitness Assessment.

She says once a candidate 
has met these requirements, 
the potential candidate will 
go through several interviews 
before potentially receiving a 
nomination from the Minis-
ter of Defence.

“Our Minister is allowed to 
nominate a maximum of six 
candidates per year for US-
MA’s consideration. However, 
it doesn’t mean that any will 

receive a slot. USMA is the fi-
nal decision- maker on a can-
didate’s acceptance.

“As it is for US candidates, 
the Senators can nominate but 
USMA conducts the final deci-
sion on who gets admitted.”
 
Assisting the youth

Sithyka likes to share her 
experience with younger col-
leagues, telling them that hard 
work, perseverance, and rig-
orous determination are more 
important characteristics than 
natural talent or intelligence. 

“Failures are a natural pro-
gression of self-development. 
Stay resolute in your journey 
and give your best effort to-
wards achieving it. Do this, 
and I have no doubt that you 
will reach your goal, she says. 

“Our body is the most amaz-
ing machine ever created and 
therefore can adjust to any-
thing. I ended up with only 
four hours of sleep for a few 
months straight at one point 
and I am still astonished at 
how I was able to do it.

“I will tell you that with your 
goals and directions in mind, 
pushing your body beyond 
fatigue, tiredness, and lack of 
sleep is possible. I do not think 
I have ever been as tired since I 
graduated but I do know that if I 
face it, I could do it,” she says.

She encourages young Cam-
bodians to enlist in the military 
because she says it’s a great field 
to get into, especially to start 
their careers. It is a field, she 
says, that instils crucial values 
and characteristics in a person.

“From developing a love for 
your nation and providing 
service to others, to building 
strength, integrity, and deter-
mination, I think the military 
does a great job develop-
ing these aspects in young 
adults,” she concludes.
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Around the NGOs
First Khmer woman to pass out of West Point

Sithyka’s Cambodian flag patch inspired her to never give up. supplied

Small in stature, Sithyka says she struggled with some drills. supplied Sithyka is the first and only female Cambodian to graduate from West Point. supplied

Sithyka participates in a National Joint-Forces Exercise. supplied



Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Some former tadpoles
  5 Borders 
 10 Small unit of measure
 14 Con ___ (vigorously)
 15 Fill the tank
 16 Small grimace or pout
 17 Extremely casual footwear
 20 Beefy bovine
 21 Ceremonies
 22 Makes a drink last
 25 Brown alternative
 26 Turkish honorific
 29 What “no news” is
 31 Stink
 35 Some fraternity letters
 36 Bury in a vase, e.g.
 38 Local knowledge
 39 Preparing to be laid up
 43 Neither under nor over par
 44 Bo-o-ring
 45 Chicken part
 46 Closer to black
 49 Tree-climber’s helper
 50 ___ out a living
 51 Stave

 53 Slope apparatus
 55 Concerning flora
 58 Try a different knot
 62 Quaint accommodations
 65 Creator of many quotations, 

apparently
 66 Units of Iranian currency
 67 “The Ten Commandments,”  

for one
 68 Cowpoke’s charge
 69 They wear pinstripes at home
 70 Poorly thought-out
DOWN
  1 Draws away from shore
  2 Worrisome guitar part?
  3 Threat to a sand castle
  4 Saddle ___ (cowboy’s woe)
  5 “Long, Long ___”
  6 Loud thud
  7 “Miracle on Ice” losing team
  8 Dutch flower
  9 Treats maliciously
 10 Forms a jury
 11 December doorstep number
 12 Canine crossbreeds
 13 “___ just one of the guys”
 18 Beginning

 19 Kick without a tee
 23 First commercial video game
 24 Went ___ (turned bad)
 26 Pitched in, and got a hand
 27 Pear-shaped fruit
 28 One who inquires
 30 What hungry wolves do
 32 Barnes’ partner
 33 Up the ___ without a paddle
 34 Stretch of shrubbery
 37 Hold to a .000 batting average
 40 Old-fashioned pen holder
 41 Emotionally unresponsive
 42 Board, as for a voyage
 47 Great flair
 48 Became waterless
 52 Knee-to-ankle bone
 54 Send somewhere else
 55 “Stand by Me” singer King
 56 Strong smell
 57 ___-apple juice
 59 Spanish snack
 60 Tut’s fertility goddess
 61 Make an impression?
 62 Word from a real Scrooge
 63 Tundra wanderer
 64 Braying beast

“SWEET DREAMS” 

Monday’s solution

Monday’s solution
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Lifestyle

street kids are ‘whole 
world’s problem’: Iran 
filmmaker at Venice

Israelis rejoice in weed 
raining from the heavens

I
t took majid majidi four 
months and nearly 4,000 
auditions to find the 
dynamic street children 

stars of Khorshid (sun Chil-
dren), the Iranian director’s 
latest movie premiering sun-
day in Venice.

but the five kids lucky enough 
to be cast – one of whom 
accompanied majidi to the 
prestigious Venice film festival 
on the Lido – are just a handful 
of the world’s 152 million street 
children who face a grim future 
without society’s intervention, 
the director said. 

“the whole world has this 
problem – kids who have to 
work to be able to live and let 
their families live,” majidi said. 

“many of these kids are sell-
ing items in the streets, or 
underground. they have the 
worst conditions but it’s not 
limited to Iran, it’s everywhere, 
unfortunately.”

Despite the heavy subject mat-
ter, an adventure story plot and 
majidi’s ability to find humanity 
and humour in the face of adver-
sity help highlight the spirit, 
intelligence and potential of 
majidi’s young subjects. 

In the film, 12-year-old Ali 
[rouhollah Zamani] and his 
three friends help support their 

families through odd jobs, 
even stealing a tyre or two. one 
day, they are told a hidden 
treasure is buried underneath 
a school for street children. to 
dig for it, they must enrol. 

majidi said he deliberately 
sought a light touch, even includ-
ing unexpected moments of 
humour that had the audience 
cheering at a press screening. 

“the topics are already very 
sad, very heavy. so in order to 
be able to keep the viewers 
engaged, you don’t need to force 
them into a heavy, sad situa-
tion,” majidi told AFp, speaking 
through an interpreter.

“I wanted to do a mixture of 
light and heavy and play 
between those so people can 
stand to watch this misery.”

the film is one of 18 in com-
petition for the festival’s top 
prize, the Golden Lion. 

Working at five
Just before departing for the 

festival, lead actor Zamani test-
ed positive for coronavirus and 
could not travel, majidi said, 
adding that the youngster was 
fine, though disappointed. 

Actress shamila shirzad, 13, 
made the trip, however. In the 
film, shirzad and her younger 
brother played roles that dif-

fered little from their actual 
lives. As Afghans without 
papers in tehran, they worked 
selling items in the subway 
while living under the con-
stant threat of their family 
being sent to a refugee camp. 

“I was born in Iran and start-
ed working when I was five 
and went to school,” where 
majidi found her, she said at a 
press conference.

some three to four million 
Afghans are currently living in 
Iran, their situation worsened 
by their illegal status and the 
prejudice they face, said the 
director, whose 2001 film, 
Baran focused on Afghan refu-
gees in Iran.

majidi warned that the plight 
of street children was not limited 
to one country or region, saying 
the world could not afford to 
ignore these kids’ potential. 

“these [children] are sup-
posed to be the future of 
humanity, and what is hap-
pening to the future of human-
ity is disastrous,” majidi said.

responsibility goes “beyond 
the state,” he said. 

“the responsibility is to 
understand and be aware of 
the children’s situation, and 
that concerns us all, not just 
those who govern us.” aFP

CANNAbIs rained from on 
high in Israel’s liberal hub of tel 
Aviv this week as legalisation 
campaigners used a drone to 
airdrop bags of the drug, spark-
ing delight on the ground.

“Green Drone” had pre-an-
nounced a drop of hundreds 
of bags, each containing two 
grammes [just under a 10th of 
an ounce], on central tel Aviv’s 
rabin square.

“It’s time, dear friends. Is it a 

bird? Is it a plane? No, it’s Green 
Drone distributing free can-
nabis from the sky,” it said on 
its telegram channel, quoted 
in Israeli media.

It urged followers to roll up 
for further dope drops every 
week at different locations 
around Israel, although police 
arrested two alleged drone 
operators on saturday.

Israeli smokers often use 
encrypted messaging apps to 

order weed deliveries, although 
the drug is illegal in the Jewish 
state.

medical use of cannabis is 
allowed but Israeli police fre-
quently boast of drug busts.

researchers said in June 
that it was highly likely that 
ancient Israelites got high on 
cannabis in religious rituals, 
after researchers found traces 
of the drug at a religious site 
in Israel. aFP

Khorshid (Sun Children) was directed by Majid Majidi (left) and features Shamila Shirzad (centre) and Javad 
Ezzati (right). aFP
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Fati makes history as spain beats Ukraine
A

NsU Fati became the 
youngest goal scorer 
in the history of the 
spanish national 

team on sunday by scoring in 
spain’s 4-0 win over Ukraine. 

Aged 17 years and 311 days, 
Fati scored in the 32nd min-
ute at the Alfredo di stefano 
stadium, when he cut in from 
the left and curled into the 
bottom corner.

It came after a spell-binding 
opening half an hour from the 
youngster, whose driving run 
had already earned a penalty 
for sergio ramos to convert. 

ramos then headed in to 
make it two before Fati made 
history on his first start for 
spain, beating the country’s 
previous youngest scorer, 
Juan errazquin, who scored 
three goals aged 18 against 
switzerland in 1925. 

manchester City’s new 
signing Ferran torres made 
it four late on as spain regis-
tered their first victory in this 
season’s Nations League to go 
top of League A’s Group 4. 

Luis enrique’s side had opened 
with a 1-1 draw on thursday 
against Germany, whose sec-
ond game ended in another 1-1 
draw away at switzerland. 

Fati impressed off the bench 
against Germany, enough to 
be handed his first start by 
Luis enrique on the left of 
spain’s front three. 

He took his chance by put-
ting on a mesmerising dis-
play, the only shame that 
there were no fans in the sta-

dium to see it. 
“At that age it’s easy to get 

birds in your head,” said Luis 
enrique afterwards. “but he is 
mature enough to know that 
the path he is taking is the 

best to take as a player. He’s 
quiet and humble.”

Fati confidence ‘not normal’
Fati is now the youngest 

player to score for spain, 

for barca in La Liga and the 
youngest to score in the 
Champions League as well.

“When we choose the squad, 
we don’t look at the age,” Luis 
enrique added. “that doesn’t 

mean you don’t have to un-
derstand that he’s going to 
play bad games and he’s going 
to make lots of mistakes. It’s 
part of learning but that kind 
of confidence isn’t normal.” 

born in Guinea-bissau, Fati 
and his family moved to seville 
when he was a young boy. He 
joined barcelona’s La masia 
academy aged 10 and made 
his first team debut at the start 
of last season, becoming the 
second youngest player ever 
to play for the club.

He became the their young-
est ever scorer in La Liga after 
scoring off the bench versus 
Osasuna and then scored on 
his first start for the Catalans 
too, against Valencia in sep-
tember, aged 16. 

the next day, barcelona 
newspaper Mundo Deportivo 
wrote “A star is born” and he 
continued breaking records 
by hitting the winner against 
Inter milan in the Champions 
League in December. 

Fati was expected to be giv-
en his debut for spain earlier 
this year but he had to wait as 
fixtures were postponed due 
to the coronavirus pandemic. 

Ukraine never got to grips with 
the winger, who won a penalty 
in the third minute, converted 
by ramos, and then almost 
scored with a bicycle kick. 

He fired wide of the far post 
after another darting dribble 
down the left and after ramos 
headed in, he finally scored, 
cutting in from the left and 
ripping the ball into the far 
bottom corner. 

spain eased up in the sec-
ond half but there was still 
time for a fourth as torres fin-
ished well at the back post to 
cap a memorable night. AFP

Ansu Fati (right) became the youngest goal scorer (17) in Spanish national team history on Sunday by scoring in Spain’s 4-0 win over Ukraine. AFP

FOrmer world champion 
Johannes Vetter launched the 
second best javelin throw in 
history on sunday with an ef-
fort of 97.76 metres at an ath-
letics meet in poland.

At the Continental tour Gold 
level event in Chorzow, 27-year-
old Vetter, who won gold at the 
2017 worlds in London, came to 
less than a metre of three-time 
Olympic champion Jan Zelezny’s 
1996 world record of 98.48m.

“I don’t really know what to say, 
in javelin there are little details 
that make it possible to make 
very good throws, when every-
thing fits perfectly,” said Vetter.

“With a headwind I could have 

gone much further, maybe close 
to 100m, but I think I showed 
that you can also throw very far 
in a closed stadium like this.”

German Vetter’s throw was also 
more than three metres further 
than his previous personal best, 
and moves him nearly four me-
tres ahead of the next best throw, 
compatriot thomas rohler’s ef-
fort of 93.90m in 2017.

Vetter was fourth at the rio 
Olympics in 2016 and third at 
the worlds in Doha in 2019.

He has been in impressive 
form this season with a throw 
of 91.49m on August 11 in 
turku, Finland.

even after his victorious 

throw on sunday, he even al-
lowed himself to throw 94.84m 
on his fourth attempt, the sixth 
best performance in history.

After his 2017 world title, 
Vetter’s progress slowed over 
the last two years due to a per-
sistent left ankle injury where 
a piece of bone moved freely.

that required injections be-
fore each competition. 

Operated four days after the 
worlds in Doha last October, 
he resumed training at the 
end of November.

His next event will be on 
tuesday in Dessau, Germany, 
followed by berlin on sep-
tember 13. AFP

ex-world champ Vetter lands 
second best ever javelin throw

France’s pierre Gasly wins 
‘crazy’ Italian Grand prix 
pIerre Gasly secured a maid-
en Formula One triumph on 
sunday when he won a tu-
multuous Italian Grand prix 
for the Alpha tauri team after 
crashes, penalties and safety 
cars had tipped expectations 
upside down at monza.

the first French race winner 
in 24 years seized his opportu-
nity and resisted late pressure 
from Carlos sainz of mcLaren 
to claim his team’s second vic-
tory with Lance stroll finishing 
third for racing point.

“It was such a crazy race,” 
said Gasly. 

It was the Alpha tauri outfit’s 
second win on Italian soil – the 
first having been scored for them 
when they raced as toro rosso 
by sebastian Vettel, his maiden 
F1 win in a rain-hit race in 2008

pole sitter Lewis Hamilton was 
on his way to a comfortable win 
before a 10-second stop-go pen-
alty for taking a pit stop when 
the pit lane was closed, pushed 
the mercedes world champion 
to the back of the pack.

the six-time champion 
eventually ended up in sev-
enth place.

Gasly, who was dropped by 
red bull to rejoin the junior 
sister team last year, jumped 
for joy as he leapt from his car, 
was the first French driver to 
win a Grand prix since Olivier 
panis was triumphant at the 
1996 monaco Grand prix.

“Honestly, it’s unbeliev-
able,” said the 24-year-old 

from rouen. 
“I don’t think I’m realising 

what’s happening right now. 
We’ve been through so much 
in the past 18 months. I have 
no words.”

the Ferrari-bound sainz said 
he was “halfway disappointed” 
with his first podium finish. 

“You wouldn’t believe I 
would have a chance at victo-
ry, but in a normal race I think 
I could have finished second 
behind Lewis.”   

stroll said: “It’s been a couple 
of years since I was on the po-
dium so it’s good to be back.”

Lando Norris came home 
fourth in the second mcLaren 
ahead of Valtteri bottas of 
mercedes and Daniel ricciar-
do of renault.

Despite the penalty, Ham-
ilton still managed to extend 

his record run to 41 succes-
sive points finishes.

He has a 47-point lead over 
bottas in the championship.

Hamilton also had the fast-
est lap of the race on sunday as 
he finished ahead of esteban 
Ocon in the second renault, 
Daniil Kvyat in the second Al-
pha tauri and sergio perez in 
the second racing point.

Ferrari endured another tor-
rid weekend with last year’s 
winner from pole position 
Charles Leclerc walking away 
after surviving a high-speed 
crash that led to the decisive 25-
minute red-flag interruption.

Four-time champion Vettel, 
who is leaving Ferrari after this 
season, retired after a brakes 
failure while max Verstappen 
of red bull also retired with 
engine problems. AFP

Gasly secured a maiden Formula One triumph on Sunday when he won 
a tumultuous Italian Grand Prix for the Alpha Tauri team at Monza. AFP

Former world champion Johannes Vetter launched the second best javelin throw in history on Sunday with 
an effort of 97.76 metres at an athletics meet in Poland. AFP
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tokyo Olympics will go ahead ‘with or without Covid’ 
tOKYO’s postponed Olympics 
will go ahead next year regard-
less of the coronavirus pandem-
ic, International Olympic Com-
mittee (IOC) vice-president John 
Coates told AFp on monday, 
vowing they will be the “Games 
that conquered Covid”.

the Olympics have never 
been cancelled outside of the 
world wars and Coates, speak-
ing in a phone interview, was 
adamant that the tokyo Games 
will start on their revised date.

“It will take place with or 
without Covid. the Games will 
start on July 23 next year,” said 
Coates, who heads the IOC’s 
Coordination Commission for 
the tokyo Games.

“the Games were going to 
be, their theme, the recon-
struction Games after the dev-
astation of the tsunami,” he 
said, referring to a catastroph-
ic earthquake and tsunami in 
northeastern Japan in 2011.

“Now very much these will 
be the Games that conquered 
Covid, the light at the end of 
the tunnel.”

In a landmark decision, the 
2020 Olympics were post-
poned because of the global 

march of the pandemic and 
they are now set to open on 
July 23, 2021.

but Japan’s borders are still 
largely closed to foreign visi-
tors and a vaccine is months 
or even years away, feeding 
speculation about whether the 
Games are feasible at all.

Japanese officials have made 

clear they would not delay them 
a second time beyond 2021.

there are signs that public 
enthusiasm in Japan is wan-
ing.

 A recent poll found just one 
in four Japanese want them to 
go ahead next year, with most 
backing either another post-
ponement or a cancellation.

Coates said the Japanese 
government “haven’t dropped 
the baton at all” following the 
postponement, despite the 
“monumental task” of putting 
the event back a year.

“before Covid, [IOC president] 
thomas bach said this is the 
best prepared Games we’ve ever 
seen, the venues were almost all 

finished, they are now finished, 
the village is amazing, all the 
transport arrangements, every-
thing is fine,” he said.

“Now it’s been postponed by 
one year, that’s presented a 
monumental task in terms of 
re-securing all the venues . . . 
something like 43 hotels we had 
to get out of those contracts and 
re-negotiate for a year later.

“sponsorships had to be 
extended a year, broadcast 
rights.”

With much of that work 
underway, or accomplished, a 
task force has been set up to 
look at the different scenarios 
in 2021 – from how border 
controls will affect the move-
ment of athletes, to whether 
fans can pack venues and how 
to keep stadiums safe.

the group, comprising Japa-
nese and IOC officials, met for 
the first time last week.

“their job now is to look at 
all the different counter-meas-
ures that will be required for 
the Games to take place,” said 
Coates, the long-time presi-
dent of the Australian Olympic 
Committee.

“some countries will have it 

[Covid] under control, some 
won’t. We’ll have athletes 
therefore coming from places 
where it’s under control and 
some where it is not.

“there’s 206 teams . . . so 
there’s a massive task being 
undertaken on the Japanese 
side.”

tokyo 2020 chief toshiro 
muto on Friday repeated that 
organisers hoped to avoid a 
Games without spectators – an 
option that has been mooted 
given Japan is still limiting 
audiences at sports events.

While the country is cau-
tiously reopening its economy, 
with professional baseball, 
football and sumo resuming in 
front of limited numbers of 
fans, the nation continues to 
see a steady stream of new 
coronavirus cases.

Japan has already ploughed 
billions of dollars into the 
Olympics, with the delay only 
adding to the cost.

Coates said the IOC was 
doing its part to “support the 
international federations, 
whose income isn’t happening 
this year, and the national 
committees”. AFP

IOC vice-president John Coates (left) said on Monday the postponed Olympics will go ahead next year. AFP

Djokovic out at 
Us Open after 
hitting judge in 
throat with ball
N

OVAK Djokovic was dra-
matically disqualified 
from the Us Open on 
sunday after acciden-

tally striking a female lines judge 
with a ball in frustration during his 
last-16 match, sending shock waves 
through the tournament.

the world No1 apologised for hit-
ting the ball in disgust after losing his 
serve to go 6-5 down in the first set 
to spain’s 20th seed pablo Carreno 
busta inside Arthur Ashe stadium.

Djokovic appeared to be looking 
the other way when he pulled the 
ball from his pocket and smacked 
it in the direction of the official, hit-
ting her in the throat.

the official cried out and began 
gasping for air as she collapsed to 
the ground. 

Djokovic rushed over to check on 
her, placing his hand on her back as 
she struggled to breathe. After a few 
minutes she got up and walked off 
the court looking dazed.

Around ten minutes of discussions 
then ensued between Djokovic and 
the tournament referee soeren Fri-
emel, during which the world No1 
pleaded his case.

the umpire then declared that Car-
reno busta had won by default. Djok-
ovic shook hands with his opponent 
before leaving the court without ap-
pearing to shake the umpire’s hand.

He went then directly to his car 

and left the Flushing meadows site 
in New York without speaking to re-
porters.

Djokovic, 33, later posted an apology 
on Instagram saying he was “so sorry”.

“this whole situation has left me 
really sad and empty,” he wrote, add-
ing that “thank God” the woman was 
okay.

“I’m extremely sorry to have 
caused her such stress. so unintend-
ed. so wrong,” Djokovic said.

He also apologised to tournament 
organisers for “my behaviour” but 
did not say whether he thought they 
were right to default him.

the Us tennis Association said 
Djokovic had been defaulted under 
the Grand slam rules for “intention-
ally hitting a ball dangerously or 
recklessly within the court or hitting 
a ball with negligent disregard of the 
consequences”.

the body added that he would lose 
all ranking points and prize money 
from the tournament.

referee Friemel said Djokovic told 
him he should not be defaulted be-
cause it was unintentional.

Friemel said he agreed there was 
no intent but that it was a clear-cut 
case of Djokovic hitting the ball “an-
grily and recklessly”.

“she was clearly hurt and in pain. 
there was no other option,” he told 
reporters.

the serbian star is one of only a 

handful of players to be disqualified 
from a men’s singles tournament at 
a Grand slam since John mcenroe 
was infamously tossed from the 
Australian Open in 1990.

Djokovic had been chasing an 18th 
Grand slam title at the billie Jean 
King Us National tennis Center.

He was hoping to close the gap 
on roger Federer and rafael Nadal, 
both absent from the tournament, 
in the race for the all-time men’s 
slam singles title record.

Djokovic is on 17, with Nadal on 
19 and Federer on 20.

Carreno busta said he did not see 
the incident.

“I was celebrating the break with 
my coach,” he told reporters.  

“When I heard that the line judge 
was on the floor I was in shock. I 
never expected this moment when 
playing Novak. 

“I think it was bad luck,” he added.

Former players reacted with shock 
at the disqualification but said offi-
cials had made the correct decision.

New winner 
“right call!” former women’s world 

No1 tracy Austin wrote on twitter.
Four-time Us Open champion mar-

tina Navratilova said officials “had no 
choice” but to default Djokovic.

Former british No1 Greg rused-
ski described the disqualification as 
“unbelievable” but said officials had 
made the “correct decision”.

A UstA spokesperson said the line 
judge was “doing okay” after receiv-
ing treatment from medical staff.

Djokovic had been the overwhelm-
ing favourite to capture a fourth Us 
Open title. 

His disqualification blows the 
men’s draw wide open and means it 
will crown a first-time Grand slam 
winner next sunday.

“Now it gets interesting,” said fifth 
seed Alexander Zverev, who de-
scribed Djokovic as “very unlucky”.

“It’s going to be one of the young 
guys,” who wins, Zverev added after 
becoming the first German to reach 
the Us Open last eight since 2007.

Fifth seed Zverev bulldozed spain’s 
unseeded Alejandro Davidovich Foki-
na 6-2, 6-2, 6-1 while 12th seed Ca-
nadian Denis shapovalov beat David 
Goffin for a maiden Grand slam last-
eight spot.

In the women’s draw, Ameri-
can Jennifer brady, seeded 28th, 
stunned three-time Grand slam 
winner Angelique Kerber while 
eighth seed petra martic was bun-
dled out by Kazakhstan’s 23rd seed 
Yulia putintseva.

American shelby rogers upset 
sixth seed petra Kvitova. she will 
next play two-time slam winner 
Naomi Osaka. AFP

Novak Djokovic apologises to a line judge after he accidently hit her with a ball in frustration. He was disqualified. getty imAges/AFP
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