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Long Kimmarita

THE Ministry of Economy and 
Finance’s General Depart-
ment of Customs and Excise is 
planning to temporarily 
restrict wine and cigarette 
imports at some border check-
points to prevent tax evasion 
and improve tax collection.

A letter signed by director-
general Kun Nhem on Mon-
day advised heads of branch-
es and Customs offices across 
the Kingdom to temporarily 
close checkpoints to follow 
the government’s tax collec-
tion strategy. The restriction 
will take effect on November 1.

The letter said wine con-

taining an alcohol content of 
more than 10 per cent and all 
kinds of cigarettes will only 
be allowed to be imported via 
the Preah Sihanouk interna-
tional port, Phnom Penh 
Autonomous Port (PPAP) and 
the Phnom Penh Internation-
al Airport.

“The import of the goods via 

other border checkpoints must 
be allowed in advance by the 
General Department of Cus-
toms and Excise of Cambodia.

“Therefore, Customs office 
heads must comply with the 
letter more effectively starting 
November 1 until further 
notice,” the letter read.

Mom Kong, the executive 

director of NGO Cambodia 
Movement for Health, said 
measures taken by the general 
department served to encour-
age more effective tax collec-
tion. Forty per cent of cigarette 
products being sold in the 
market are duty-free, he said.

“Levying a low tax on these 
products can promote con-

sumption among the public. 
Citizens can encounter diffi-
culties with diseases after they 
use the products.

“The State also has low tax 
income that affects the econ-
omy. It needs higher tax 
income to shore up the eco-
nomic sector amid the Covid-
19 pandemic,” he said.

Voun Dara

T
HE Ministry of Com-
merce has set a two-
week deadline from 
September 1 for 

Nutrilatt milk powder for-
mula importers to address 
the demands of parents who 
used the formula.

Three international organ-
isations have voiced support 
for the ministry’s action.

The ministry’s General 
Department of Consumer 
Protection, Competition 
and Fraud Prevention direc-
tor-general Phan Oun told 
The Post on Tuesday that 
the ministry will address the 
sale of Nutrilatt milk powder 
formula products.

“The ministry is waiting 
to receive the documents 
parents are preparing,” Oun 
said.

On September 3, the min-
istry ordered Nutrilatt Mas-
ter LM Co Ltd to immedi-
ately stop importing and 
distributing the product and 
recall it from the market.

On August 27, the general 
department released labo-
ratory results that showed 

iron content in Nutrilatt 
milk powder formula on six 
batch numbers (487, 488, 
536, 537, 538, 539) was lower 
than the company’s declara-
tion and the Codex Interna-
tional Standard.

The independent analysis 
was carried out by Eurofins 
Food Testing Singapore Pte Ltd. 

UNICEF, the World Health 
Organisation (WHO) and 
Helen Keller International 
(HKI) issued a joint statement 
on September 7 entitled, Sup-
porting Stronger Regulation 
of Infant Foods to Protect the 
Health and Nutrition of Chil-
dren in Cambodia.

It said: “We greatly appre-
ciate the government’s swift 
action to suspend the sale of 
Breast Milk Substitutes [BMS] 
from companies failing to 
meet international standards,” 
the three organisations wrote 
in their statement.

The statement said the 
government’s move will help 
protect the health and well-
being of children.

“We request that the af-
fected children and their

Nutrilatt  
told to solve 
grievances 
of parents

Gov’t restricts imports of wine, cigarettes 

lion unearthed
a statue of a lion was found by mine clearance experts while they were digging for a development project along the tonle sap river 
in phnom penh’s daun penh district. officials said the statue will be kept at the national Museum. CMAC

IN THE EU, 13 per cent of 
deaths are linked to pollution, 
said a new report published 
on Tuesday by the European 
Environment Agency (EEA), 
which stressed the current 
pandemic put environmental 
health factors in the spotlight.

Europeans are constantly ex-
posed to environmental risks 
like air pollution, noise and 
chemicals, and the Covid-19 
pandemic provides an example 
of the links between “human 
health and ecosystem health”.

“The emergence of such 

zoonotic pathogens is linked 
to environmental degrada-
tion and human interactions 
with animals in the food sys-
tem,” the report said.

Zoonosis is an animal dis-
ease that transmits to humans.

In the 27 countries of the EU 
and the UK, 630,000 deaths in 
2012 could be attributed to en-
vironmental factors, according 
to the latest figures available, 
the report said.

It also noted a stark con-
trast between Western and 
Eastern Europe, divided 

along socio-economic lines.
As such, Romania sees the 

greatest impact from envi-
ronmental factors with one in 
five deaths linked to pollution, 
while countries like Sweden 
and Denmark see one in 10.

Pollution is primarily 
linked to cancer, cardiovas-
cular and respiratory dis-
eases, and the EEA stressed 
that “these deaths could be 
avoided by eliminating en-
vironmental risks to health.”

“Poorer people are dispro-
portionately exposed to air 

pollution and extreme weath-
er, including heatwaves and 
extreme cold.

“This is linked to where they 
live, work and go to school, 
often in socially deprived ur-
ban neighbourhoods close to 
heavy traffic,” the report said.

The EEA said to improve 
health and the environment in 
Europe, “green and blue spac-
es” should be favoured, as they 
“cool cities during heatwaves, 
alleviate flood waters, reduce 
noise pollution and support 
urban biodiversity”. AFP

One in eight deaths linked to pollution in EU
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Niem Chheng

AT THE ASEAN Inter-Parliamen-
tary Assembly (AIPA) on Tues-
day, National Assembly presi-
dent Heng Samrin highlighted 
Cambodia’s culture of sharing 
and its increased focus on devel-
oping the Kingdom’s agriculture 
sector amid Covid-19.

He was speaking at the or-
ganisation’s 41st General As-
sembly which was hosted by 
the Vietnamese parliament.

Samrin urged ASEAN to in-
tegrate further to facilitate the 
flow of goods, services and peo-
ple during the severe economic 
crisis caused by Covid-19. 

He said ASEAN needed to 
work together for a common 
benefit. In ASEAN, where he 
said the pandemic had been 
actively and promptly man-
aged, there is a wide range of 
experiences, knowledge and 
information to be shared.

He said ASEAN established 
the ASEAN Fund for the Re-
sponse to Covid-19 to meet 
the region’s essential needs. 
The fight against Covid-19, he 
said, requires a lot of funding, 
equipment and manpower.

“What Cambodia can pro-
vide is the experience of pro-
moting and inspiring a cul-
ture of sharing. It’s sharing 

from public and private insti-
tutions to the people, sharing 
from development partners 
and NGOs to the people and 
sharing among the people.

This culture presents the 
spirit of sharing, solidarity and 
national unity,” Samrin said.

He said to this point in time, 
ASEAN countries have main-
tained the stability of key sup-
ply chains to meet the needs 
of the current crisis.

In Cambodia, Samrin said 
the government had shifted 
its development strategy 
based on comparative and 
competitive advantages. The 
government has set out strat-

egies focusing on agriculture, 
agro-industry, digital trans-
formation and domestic tour-
ism as priority sectors.

“The Cambodian parlia-
ment supports ASEAN’s ef-
forts to maintain and promote 
peace, security and stability in 
the region, and to resolve con-
flicts peacefully based on the 
principles of international law 
and diplomatic mechanisms 
to prevent the use of weap-
ons,” Samrin said.

The AIPA will continue un-
til Thursday under the theme 
Parliamentary Diplomacy to 
Achieve a Cohesive and Respon-
sible ASEAN Community.
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Cambodia, VN ministers 
talk Covid-19 cooperation
Khorn Savi

m
INISTER of Na-
tional Defence 
Tea banh and 
several senior 

military officers held a virtual 
conference on Tuesday with 
banh’s Vietnamese counter-
part General Ngo Xuan Lich 
to discuss the two countries’ 
cooperation in the Covid-19 
fight.

banh told The Post on Tues-
day that he thanked Vietnam 
for providing medical materi-
als to Cambodia to help the 
Kingdom fight the virus. both 
sides also discussed other is-
sues on which cooperation 
was needed.

He said the conversation 
took place because he hadn’t 
communicated with Xuan 
Lich for a long time.

“The conversation was 
aimed at coming to a mutual 

understanding of what needs 
cooperation. I also thanked 
the Vietnamese for helping us 
control Covid together.

“[because Vietnam] con-
trolled it well, Cambodian 
trainees were sent to study 
there. The conversation 
proved beneficial to coun-
tries on both sides. We only 
discussed our cooperative ef-
forts.”

Although banh said Cambo-
dia and Vietnam had cooper-
ated well in the fight against 
Covid-19, Cambodia’s minis-
try of Health denied a previ-
ous Vietnamese ministry of 
Health report which claimed 
that passengers from Cam-
bodia with Covid-19 had trav-
elled to Vietnam.

Cambodia’s ministry of 
Health blamed its Vietnamese 
counterpart for not inform-
ing Cambodia before it went 
public with the information. 

According to the health min-
istry, the false report seriously 
affected the Cambodian gov-
ernment’s efforts to contain 
Covid-19.

The health ministry recently 
reported that another Covid-
19 patient had recovered and 
left the hospital, bringing the 
total number of recoveries in 
the Kingdom to 273 of 274 pa-
tients.

Over the last 30 days, Cam-
bodia had reported one im-
ported Covid-19 case after 
inbound flights from the Phil-
ippines, Indonesia and ma-
laysia were temporarily sus-
pended because of the high 
number of such cases from 
those countries.

On Tuesday, Prime minister 
Hun Sen took to Facebook to 
urge all teachers and students 
to adhere to Covid-19 preven-
tion measures.

Hun Sen said that teach-

ers have to continue to teach 
students to wash their hands 
with soap, sanitising gel and 
alcohol and wear face masks 
as advised by the health min-
istry.

The prime minister’s mes-
sage came a day after the sec-
ond stage of school reopenings 
in the Kingdom on monday.

Students in Grades 9-12 were 
allowed to return to school 
throughout the country while 
kindergartens and primary 
schools reopened in Kratie, 
Stung Treng, Ratanakkiri and 
mondulkiri provinces.

Regarding the disease, UN 
secretary-general Antonio 
Guterres wrote a letter thank-
ing Hun Sen for his efforts in 
combating the pandemic, 
and specifically for sending 
doctors and humanitarian 
task forces to several coun-
tries to assist vulnerable peo-
ple there.

Minister of National Defence Tea Banh said the conversation was aimed at coming to a mutual understanding of what needs cooperation. He 
thanked Vietnam for providing medical materials to Cambodia to help the Kingdom fight Covid-19. facebook

Niem Chheng

KONG KORm, a former senior 
advisor to the Supreme Court-
dissolved Cambodia National 
Rescue Party (CNRP) wrote 
an open letter to former law-
maker Ou Chanrath and Son 
Chhay inviting them to discuss 
a way to compete with the rul-
ing Cambodian People’s Party 
(CPP) in the coming elections.

Korm wrote the letter fol-
lowing a media report that 
Chanrath was mulling form-
ing a new political party, while 
Chhay had been granted po-
litical rehabilitation last week.

Currently, the honorary 
president of the Khmer Will 
Party – founded by his son 
Kong monika – Korm ap-
plauded Chanrath’s plan to 
form a political party.

In the letter, Korm said the 
idea of demanding Prime 
minister Hun Sen to step 
down from power, having him 
arrested, or toppled, were rev-
olutionary plans.

These plans were poison-
ous and dangerous for former 
CNRP members, citizens and 
the nation, he said. He said 
those who were granted po-
litical rehabilitation may have 
the same views as him.

“To show respect and ap-
preciation for your abilities 
and for the possibility of com-
municating with you both, I 
would like to share a common 
goal to initiate a talk, either 
bilaterally, tri-party, or multi-
party among the leaders of the 
political rivals, to find a for-
mula in which we can effec-
tively gain results in the com-

mune elections in 2022 and 
the national election in 2023.

“I hope and believe that both 
of you will accept and consid-
er my most honest and good 
intentions toward multiparty 
democracy, respect for hu-
man rights and development, 
which the national and inter-
national atmosphere want to 
see,” Korm said in his letter.

He told The Post on Tuesday 
that his call for a discussion 
with both rehabilitated poli-
ticians as well as other party 
leaders was to find a way to 
compete with the ruling CPP.

Kin Phea, the director of the 
International Relations Insti-
tute at the Royal Academy of 
Cambodia, said on Tuesday 
that Korm’s appeal had good 
intentions, but it would not be 
easy to repair the broken CNRP.

He said divisions exist among 
those who were granted reha-
bilitation and those who are 
still banned from politics.

“It can’t be assured that they 
would welcome his appeal be-
cause we see different ideas 
among the CNRP, even among 
those who had already re-
ceived political rehabilitation.

“Those who are still banned 
from political activities are 
also divided. It’s hard to fore-
see that they could gather and 
compete with the CPP.”

Chanrath could not be 
reached for comment on 
Tuesday.  A source within the 
former CNRP said Chhay is 
in Australia to purportedly 
collect support from former 
CNRP officials abroad before 
he reveals a political scenario 
in the next few months.

Kong Korm calls on 
former CNRP bigwigs 
to unite against CPP

Samrin calls for ASEAN collaboration to combat virus

Samrin urged ASEAN to integrate further to facilitate the flow of goods, 
services and people during the economic crisis caused by Covid-19. na

Kong Korm said the idea of demanding that Prime Minister Hun Sen 
step down, be arrested, or toppled, were illegal plans. HenG cHIVoan
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Garment workers petition eU for 
intervention over legal compensation
Long Kimmarita

m
Ore than 250 
garment work-
ers from Violet 
Apparel (Cam-

bodia) Co Ltd who claim to 
represent 1,284 others gath-
ered on monday in front of the 
eU offices to request interven-
tion on legal compensation 
from the shuttered factory.

In their petition submitted 
to the eU, the workers said 
operations at Violet Apparel 
in O’bek Ka’am commune, 
in phnom penh’s sen sok dis-
trict, were suspended in may 
and June. the factory was 
completely shut down on July 
1 without workers being paid 
as required by the labour law.

“We hope the eU in Cam-
bodia can help find jus-
tice for the factory workers 
by asking the company to 
pay us. We also request the 
company to pay pregnant 
workers 50 per cent for three 
months of maternity leave,” 
said the petition.

the protesters said they 
want the eU to ask the com-
pany to also pay for five days 
of the recent rescheduled New 
Year holiday and ask the min-
istry of Labour and Vocational 
training to refer the dispute to 
the Arbitration Council.

eU press officer pok poun 
could not be reached for 
comment.

One of the protesters, Ong 
Chanthoeun, told The Post 
that the eU had promised 
to look into the workers’ re-
quests and submit the mat-
ter to european buyers to 
resolve such disputes.

“We are still willing to seek 
intervention from other rel-
evant institutions. We hope 

we will get justice and want 
the factory to respect the 
law and provide workers 
with what they are due,” 
Chanthoeun said.

Violet administration head 
bou samnang said sending 
a petition to the eU will not 
have any impact because the 
factory had addressed the 

problem according to the law.
He said the company pro-

vided three benefits in re-
sponse to the factory closure. 
this solution was supported 
by the labour ministry and 
many factory workers ac-
cepted the solution, he said. 

“What they are demand-
ing is something different 

while we followed the law. I 
do not understand why they 
are going to the eU.

“the conditions we pro-
vided were a final paycheck, 
annual salary and a seniority 
allowance. so far, more than 
900 workers have accepted 
our offer and others will con-
tinue to do so,” he said.

Orm Bunthoeurn

CAmbODIA mine Action Cen-
tre (CmAC) director-general 
Heng ratana told The Post on 
tuesday that a statue of a lion 
was found by mine clearance 
experts while they were digging 
for a development project. It 
was sent to the ministry of Cul-
ture and Fine Arts last week. 

the team was excavat-
ing and clearing mines for a 
planned groundwater reser-
voir which will also be the site 
of phnom penh’s sixth water 
pumping station. It is located 
along the tonle sap river in 
front of the Council for the 
Development of Cambodia, 
according to ratana.

“this lion statue was found 
4m underground and was 
broken into two parts. the 
ministry will keep it at the Na-
tional museum,” he said.

ratana said it is not CmAC’s 
duty to care for the statue, so the 
organisation will leave it to the 
proper authorities to preserve it.

the director-general for 
tangible heritage at the min-
istry, Hab touch, told The 
Post on tuesday that he had 
not seen the statue yet. A 
press release he received said 
the statue resembles the lion 
statue at Wat phnom.

but touch said: “I don’t think 
it’s a lion from Wat phnom 
because that lion is large. Its 
location means there must be 
something there like a bridge.”

phnom penh Department 
of Culture director Chum 
Vuthy told The Post on tues-
day that the ministry hasn’t 
studied the statue yet. 

“this matter should be 
brought to the museum and 
the ministry of Culture and 
Fine Arts, which took this 
statue to study it. there is an 
experiment centre in the mu-
seum,” he said.

National museum director 
Chhay Visoth told The Post 
that he cannot make any as-
sumptions about which era 
the stone lion was made in 
because experts needed time 
to check the composition of 
the ancient stone.

“We cannot make assump-
tions of the lion that we found 
during mine clearance for the 
reservoir plan because we 
don’t have any connections 
regarding this statue.

“Normally, we can know the 
date of an artefact by identi-
fying other things around it,” 
he said.

Viosth said it’s suspected 
that the lion was created at 
the same time as Wat phnom 
or sometime after Cambodia 
was a French protectorate.

He said the statue also could 
have been taken from other 
areas such as Angkor.

“We suspect that it could 
have been from the bakheng 
mountain area because its 
height is 2m. We need time to 
study and date it,” he said.

Deminers unearth 
ancient lion statue

Families ready 
documents 
for row over 
inferior milk 

Construction inspectors appointed
Soth Koemsoeun

tHe ministry of Land man-
agement, Urban planning 
and Construction has ap-
pointed 362 inspectors to 
monitor, observe, research, 
inspect, collect evidence, and 
promote the implementation 
of construction laws through-
out the Kingdom.

Civil society organisations 
have voiced support for the 
action, but emphasise en-
forcement must be carried 
out transparently, fairly, and 
avoid corruption.

the ministry said inspec-
tors will be employed at na-
tional and sub-national levels 
in 25 cities and provinces. the 
officials will carry out their 
duties as defined in the 2019 
Construction Law and Inter-
ministerial prakas No118 on 
the procedures and forms for 
construction inspection.

ministry spokesman seng 
Lot could not be reached for 
comment on tuesday.

Ou Davy, the battambang 
provincial director of the De-
partment of Land manage-
ment, Urban planning, and 
Construction, said on tuesday 
that construction inspection 
is needed to manage real es-
tate development effectively 
to ensure quality and safety.

ministry director sarin 
Vanna said on tuesday that 
all construction inspectors 
have the right to temporarily 
suspend and revoke relevant 
permits or licenses, as well 

as issue fines in case the con-
struction law is not followed.

Vanna said officials have the 
right to seize evidence, file cas-
es of construction offences and 
take action within the frame-
work of law enforcement. this 
includes completed buildings, 
buildings under construction, 
construction projects and legal 
applications.

“Inspection officers must 
have the right [to enforce the 
law], and if they do not have 
that right, how can we man-
age and monitor crime? We 
have the right to build a case 
based on construction of-
fences and take action under 
the law,” Vanna stressed.

suo Chhlonh, a relations of-
ficer at the Cambodian Con-
struction and Forest Worker 
Union Federation, supported 
this move. but he urged in-
spection officials to be trans-
parent and fair. He said he was 
concerned about corruption.

“I want the relevant parties 
like civil society organisa-
tions, development partners 
and the ministry of Labour 
and Vocational training to 
be involved because we are 
concerned about the ease 
with which corruption can be 
committed.

“previously, we have seen 
the ministry’s inspection 
teams visit illegal construc-

tion sites and the owner of 
the building pays a bribe,” 
Chhlonh claimed.

the construction law, 
which was officially passed 
on November 3, 2019, has 22 
chapters and 111 articles.

the ministry said the law 
is designed to strengthen the 
quality, safety, construction, 
protection of property, and 
welfare of construction own-
ers, users and the public.

the addition of inspectors 
is meant to increase account-
ability and efficiency in con-
struction and professionalism 
in the construction sector, as 
well as increase investor con-
fidence in it.

Over 250 garment workers gather in front of the EU offices to request intervention on legal compensation from the shuttered factory. HEAN RANGSEY

The ministry says the 2019 Construction Law is designed to strengthen the quality, safety, construction, 
protection of property, and welfare of construction owners, users and the public. HEAN RANGSEY

Continued from page 1

families receive appropriate care and 
support,” their statement said.

the organisations described the 
situation as a reminder of the cru-
cial importance of robust regulation 
of bms products. If an infant doesn’t 
receive a sufficient level of nutrition, 
he can have impaired physical and 
cognitive growth.

Liv samnang, one of the parents who 
used the milk powder formula for her 
baby, said the 16 families are currently 
preparing documents and demand-
ing compensation. she said the docu-
ments will be finished by september 
15 for submission to the ministry.

“We are asking the maternal and Child 
Health Centre at the ministry of Health 
to explain the effects on infants after us-
ing this formula because it causes long-
term and short-term iron deficiency 
and anaemia and adverse health effects, 
growth and development of infants and 
children,” samnang said.

she said if the company does not 
agree to the claim, the parents will 
file a class action suit in court.

Council for Agricultural and ru-
ral Development (Card) Chairman 
Yim Chhay Ly sent a letter to min-
ister pan sorasak on August 31. He 
expressed his support for the min-
istry’s strict action to ensure food 
safety in the Kingdom.

Chhay Ly also requested the min-
istry of Commerce to continue 
monitoring and analysing iron and 
zinc levels in other dairy products 
sold on the market.
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Kim Sarom

mONDULKIrI Department 
of environment rangers ar-
rested a man in ror Nhor 
commune’s Koh Nhek district 
last saturday on suspicion of 
illegally hunting wildlife.

Department director Keo so-
pheak said on tuesday that 29-
year-old prut Kadol was sent 
to the mondulkiri provincial 
Court. Kadol also provided offi-
cials with the names of his two 
accomplices who escaped.

the rangers, based at the O 
roveak station in the Lumphat 
Wildlife sanctuary, were patrol-
ling the area and saw the three 
suspects riding two motorbikes. 
they followed them on the sus-
picion that their activities were 
related to wildlife offences.

When the rangers caught 
up with them, two stopped 
their motorbike and escaped 
into the forest.

Kadol did not and was arrest-
ed. the rangers checked his bag 
and found 76kg of dry bateng 
meat and an AK-47 rifle.

It was not the only arrest in 
the area over the weekend.

In a separate incident on 
sunday, two suspects were 
stopped by rangers from me-
mang station and staff from 
World Wide Fund for Nature 
(WWF) as they were on patrol 
in the forest in Chung phlas 
commune’s Keo seima dis-

trict, in mondulkiri.
the men said they entered 

the forest to check 22 traps they 
had set to catch wild animals. 
phnong ethnic minorities, they 
were sent to the mondulkiri 
provincial Department of en-
vironment and fined.

As for Kadol, mondulkiri 
provincial Court deputy pros-
ecutor mam Vanda told The 
Post on tuesday he has been 
charged with discharging a 
weapon that damaged natu-
ral resources. 

“A judge will decide punish-
ment,” he said.

m’kiri rangers bust 
wildlife hunters, hold 
one for questioning

pm marks Literacy Day, urges 
lifelong learning programme
Mom Kunthear

t
He government 
wants national, in-
ternational and com-
munity institutions 

to pay more attention to lit-
eracy as part of a 2030 sus-
tainable development goal to 
make literacy a foundation of 
lifelong learning. 

to mark International Lit-
eracy Day on september 8, 
prime minister Hun sen is 
urging all ministries, institu-
tions, educational institu-
tions, educational centres, 
and pagodas to develop rich 
and flexible lifelong learn-
ing programmes to meet the 
needs of educators, and edu-
cation services for citizens.

the ministry of education, 
Youth and sport celebrates 
International Literacy Day 
every year by issuing guide-
lines to the capital and all 24 
provinces to publish banners 
and other content under the 
theme “Literacy is the foun-
dation of lifelong learning”.

the celebrations have been 
interrupted this year because 
of Covid-19.

ministry spokesman ros 
soveacha told The Post on 
tuesday that the latest data 
shows the literacy rate for those 
from 15 years and above is 82.5 
per cent nationwide. 

“In 2019, the government is-

sued a national policy on life-
long learning to provide op-
portunities for Cambodians of 
all ages to have lifelong learning 
opportunities in all forms, any-
where, and anytime possible.

“the theme for this year is to 
enhance the existing spirit of 
greater participation in all rel-
evant parties,” soveacha said.

He said the literacy pro-
gramme not only teaches 
students to read and write 
but help Cambodians learn 
financial and digital literacy.

UNesCO National educa-
tion programme Officer Lay 

Vutha told The Post that for 
Cambodia, the illiteracy situa-
tion has decreased significant-
ly. He said his organisation 
and related institutions have 
launched several campaigns 
to promote national literacy.

“Only about 10 per cent of 
the population is illiterate. 
this is because the ministry 
of education has launched 
enrolment campaigns to 
boost education participation 
by almost 100 per cent.

“but the challenge is the sec-
ondary school dropout rate in 
grades seven and eight is more 

than 20 per cent and mostly 
female students,” Vutha said.

Hun sen has also requested 
that heads of factories, enter-
prises and private companies 
continue to promote literacy 
classes, combined with voca-
tional training for workers.

the ministry has partnered 
with 11 factories in the capi-
tal and provinces to provide 
workers with access to litera-
cy programmes.

It has also cooperated with 
the ministry of Interior to open 
38 literacy classes in correc-
tional centres and prisons. 

UNESCO officer Lay Vutha (not pictured) said only about 10 per cent of the population is illiterate. UNESCO

Department director Keo Sopheak 
said Kadol was sent to the provin-
cial court. MONdUlkiri ENvirONMENt 
dEpartMENt
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Kim Sarom

pHNOm penh Appeal Court 
judge seng sivutha on tues-
day reduced the sentence of 
a former National Assembly-
senate relations official who 
shot and injured a music op-
erator at a club in 2017 after 
his lawyer said he was aware 
of his mistake and the victim 
withdrew his complaint.

Duch sovannareth, 34, 
the perpetrator of the crime, 
pleaded his case at a hearing 
on August 24. He was initially 
sentenced to two and a half 
years in prison but will now 
serve just two years for shoot-
ing and injuring the victim, bie 
samoeun, 33, who also suffered 
a broken leg in the attack.

sovannareth confessed to 
the crime on tuesday before 
asking the judge to reduce his 
sentence.

According to samoeun’s re-
port, he withdrew the com-
plaint because he is friends 
with sovannareth. samoeun 
said he received compensa-
tion from sovannareth and 
considered the matter settled.

sivutha said because of this, 
sovannareth’s sentence was re-
duced to two years in prison.

the Appeal Court’s report 
said in November 2017, so-
vannareth had a dispute with 
a man called seiha. samoeun 
tried to stop sovannareth 
from escalating the dispute 
and sovannareth then shot 
samoeun twice, injuring his 
right leg and left hip.

sovannareth shot many 
more rounds into the ceiling 
before escaping. In January 
2018, he was arrested in Od-
dar meanchey province and 
taken to phnom penh.

the phnom penh municipal 
Court heard the case that Jan-
uary and issued a verdict on 
march 21, last year. the court 
charged him with violence 
with aggravating circumstance 
and sentenced him to two and 
a half years in prison.

sivutha also issued a verdict 
on a separate case involving 
sovannareth on tuesday. pre-
viously, the phnom penh mu-
nicipal Court sentenced him 
to four years imprisonment 
for violently stealing a neck-
lace from a victim. 

sivutha reduced the sen-
tence to three years impris-
onment.

ex-official’s sentence 
for shooting reduced

ministry: No unlawful protests
Mom Kunthear

t
He ministry of Interi-
or is warning citizens 
not to take part in so-
cial justice protests.

It issued a press release on 
monday saying members of 
the groups Khmer thavrak 
and mother Nature move-
ment had been carrying out 
activities not registered at the 
ministry, which is required by 
the Law on Associations and 
NGOs (Lango).

the ministry said the mem-
bers had been carrying out 
activities intended to incite 
others and affect stability, se-
curity, public order and cause 
social chaos. 

they used social and tradi-
tional media to spread texts, 
leaflets, pictures, videos and 
even held a demonstration ille-
gally, according to the release.

“[the ministry of Interior] 
would like to call on citizens 
not to take part in illegal ac-
tivities of these groups. the 
ministry would like the rel-
evant authorities to take le-
gal action to maintain public 
order and national security,” 
the press release said.

the ministry also requested 
police to stop activities that 
cause social chaos when the 
Cambodian people are pre-
paring to mark the 15-day 
p’chum ben festival. 

ministry spokesman Khieu 
sopheak declined to com-
ment on tuesday. 

rhona smith, the UN spe-

cial rapporteur on the situa-
tion of human rights in Cam-
bodia expressed concern 
about arrests in relation to 
freedom of expression and 
peaceful assembly. 

“I am concerned by the re-
cent reports regarding the ar-
rests of three environmental 
activists who have now been 
charged with ‘incitement to 
commit a felony and create 
chaos in society’ under Arti-
cles 494 and 495 of the Crimi-
nal Code.

“A number of other individu-
als, including a monk, have been 
arrested and detained since Fri-
day of last week,” she said.

smith said the rights to 

freedom of expression, asso-
ciation and peaceful assem-
bly are protected by interna-
tional human rights norms 
and standards as well as the 
Cambodian Constitution.

“I encourage the Cambo-
dian authorities to ensure 
these rights are respected 
and protected and to create 
an environment in which in-
dividuals are able to exercise 
these rights.

“I urge that those arrested 
be promptly brought before 
a court of law and their due 
process rights are fully re-
spected. I am following these 
events closely,” she said. 

National police spokesman 

Chhay Kim Khoeun told The 
Post on monday the phnom 
penh municipal police had 
arrested and charged five 
people on sunday and mon-
day with incitement to cause 
social chaos. 

the five are Kong sam An, 
mean prommony, Keurt saray, 
tha Lavy and eng malai, also 
known as so meth.

the arrests came after they 
announced they would hold 
non-violent demonstrations 
demanding social justice 
from september 7-15 at Free-
dom park. 

the phnom penh munici-
pal Hall notified them that 
protests are not allowed.

Protesters gather to demand the release of union leader Rong Chhun and other activists in Phnom Penh’s 
Russey Keo district on Monday. facebook

NGO: politics, Covid 
delay development
Khouth Sophak Chakrya

COOperAtION Committee 
for Cambodia (CCC) executive 
director soeung saroeun said 
a political crisis at home and 
abroad and the spread of Cov-
id-19 has disrupted the imple-
mentation of the Cambodian 
sustainable development goals 
2016-2030 and the National 
strategic Development plan 
2019-2023.

saroeun also said on tues-
day at an NGO Forum work-
shop that sustainable develop-
ment goals are a global 
framework that requires full 
and appropriate actions to end 
poverty, protect the planet and 
ensure humanity will live in 
peace and prosperity.

He said goals and develop-
ment plans can be achieved as 
long as there are cooperation 
and partnerships between the 
government, private sector, 
civil society organisations and 
citizens.

“We have seen positive 
progress related to the imple-
mentation of sustainable 
development goals 2016-2030 
and the National strategic 
Development plan 2019-2023.

“but over these last nine 
months, the political crisis and 
the spread of Covid-19 have 
disrupted the development,” 
he said.

saroeun said the monitoring 
systems of ministries, state 
institutions and relevant civil 

society groups lack consist-
ency with the national reflec-
tion framework.

Institutions and the people 
in charge of examining and 
monitoring the implementa-
tion have yet to be defined.

“Conflicting data between 
some sectors has caused con-
cern and fear in the monitor-
ing process. Certain data that 
is used is not independent but 
political,” he said.

 saroeun’s comments came 
at a workshop attended by 13 
civil society organisations and 
representatives from minis-
tries, the private sector and 
community members from 15 
provinces.

participants discussed three 
main topics, including the plan-
et and prosperity, humanity, 
and peace and partnership. the 
focus of the three topics was the 
common landscape, better 
data, decisions and lives.

Help Cambodia Organisation 
representative Vong srey Leak 
said problems stemmed from 
a lack of data and consistency 
in compiling standard data and 
its verification between those 
collecting input for the sustain-
able development goals.

“A transparent community 
needs to provide accurate data 
from all development players. 
but citizens have yet to receive 
accurate data or feel the 
impact of development 
projects in their communi-
ties,” she said.

Duch Sovannareth was initially 
sentenced to two and a half years 
in prison for shooting and injuring 
the victim in 2017. police



Thou Vireak

THE Ministry of Mines and 
Energy on Monday put on 
offer concession licences for 
some 207sq km of gold-poly-
metallic mining areas in 
Tbong Khmum and Ratanak-
kiri provinces.

“Interested national and 
international companies can 
apply for a mining licence at 
the [ministry’s] General 
Department of Mineral 
Resources,” the ministry said 
in a press release, adding that 
it will make a public announce-

ment naming the winning 
company once the process is 
completed.

It said the areas of tenement 
are 107.10sq km in Tbong 
Khmum’s eastern Memot dis-
trict and 100sq km in Ratana-
kkiri’s southeastern O’Yadao 
district.

The department’s director-
general Yos Monirath told The 
Post on Tuesday that the min-
istry saw the areas’ potential 
for exploitable metallic min-
eral resources, chiefly gold.

“We made the announce-
ment on the exploration of 

natural resources in the areas 
after having spotted the poten-
tial of the gold-polymetallic 
mines – their magnitude and 
exploitability,” he said.

He said the ministry has issued 
40 metal exploration licences 
throughout Cambodia.

The ministry said applicants 
must file all relevant docu-
ments in a sealed envelope 
marked “Auction bid docu-
ments” to the ministry’s One 
Window Service Office no 
later than October 5.

Early in March, Australian-
listed Emerald Resources NL 

signed a $230 million seven-
year mining contract with Min-
ing and Civil Australia (Maca) 
for its Okvau Gold Project in the 
Kingdom’s northeastern Mon-
dulkiri province.

The contract includes the 
supply of earthmoving equip-
ment and mining services for 
the project, Emerald Resourc-
es said. It also covers load, 
haul, drill and blast services.

Emerald Resources has said it 
plans to extract gold in the sec-
ond quarter of next year through 
its subsidiary Renaissance Min-
erals (Cambodia) Ltd.
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Business
Trading informaTion on Cambodia SeCuriTieS exChange

Auction Trading Method (ATM)

no SToCk CloSing PriCe oPening PriCe high low

1 ABC 17,300 17,300 17,300 17,260

2 GTI 3,080 (SQ) - 3,080 3,080

3 PAS 14,360 14,200 14,360 14,200

4 PEPC 3,250 3,220 3,250 3,210

5 PPAP 11,660 11,660 11,660 11,540

6 PPSP 2,300 2,300 2,300 2,250

7 PWSA 6,000 6,000 6,000 6,000

Date: September 8, 2020

USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,100 1.3136 6.8351 106.32 4.1660 1.3687 31.42 0.7268 1.1811 1.3109

May Kunmakara

NEARLY four years after micro-
finance deposit-taking institu-
tion (MDI) Hattha Kaksekar Ltd 
(HKL) was acquired by bang-
kok-listed bank of Ayudhya Pcl 
(Krungsri), it announced on 
Monday that it had become a 
commercial bank, complete 
with new logo design, and is 
gearing up to expand its busi-
ness in Cambodia.

Krungsri, a member of Tokyo-
listed global financial service 
provider Mitsubishi UFJ Finan-
cial Group Inc, completed a 100 
per cent acquisition of HKL in 
October, 2016. It injected $45 
million in additional capital 
into HKL in June, 2018.

HKL said the transformation 
is in the line with its parent 
company’s strategic plans to 
pursue regional business 
expansions and capture growth 
opportunities in CLMV (Cam-
bodia, Laos, Myanmar and 
Vietnam) countries by leverag-
ing local expertise and physical 
presence together with its exist-
ing established business plat-
form and extensive networks.

Its president and CEO Hout 
Ieng Tong said the transforma-
tion marks a new milestone in 
the bank’s history and reflects its 
“trustworthy, transparent and 
right” approach to its financial 
service offerings and its contri-
bution to the development of the 
Kingdom’s financial sector.

He said HKL “has a strong 
commitment with high confi-

dence, and is well ready to serve 
the customers with a wide range 
of suitably perfect, trustworthy, 
convenient and simple services 
through our highly experienced 
professional staff.”

He said HKL has adopted its 
brand of business strategies, 
human resources, capital 
growth, banking system, risk 
management and business 
operations to become a leading 
commercial bank and “build a 
bright future” for customers.

A former food security 
project launched in Pursat 
province by OCSD/Oxfam-
Quebec in 1994, HKL was reg-
istered as an NGO with the 
Ministry of Interior in 1996.

On April 3, 2001, it was regis-
tered with the Ministry of Com-
merce with a total capital of 
$77,850 and received a three year 
microfinance institution (MFI) 
licence. The National bank of 
Cambodia in 2007 offered it a 
permanent MFI licence.

In 2010, it became only the 
second MFI to acquire an MDI 
licence which allows the hold-
er to collect savings and fixed 
deposits.

HKL currently has $115 mil-
lion in capital registered at the 
NbC and boasts 177 branches 
that offer a wide variety of finan-
cial services such as loans sav-
ings, money transfers, payroll 
services, mobile banking and 
insurance referral services.

It operates 137 ATMs nation-
wide, in Phnom Penh and in 
all 24 provinces.

HLH, Skiold reach MoU on 
$1b SEZ to boost food security
Thou Vireak

S
INGAPORE-LISTED 
property develop-
ment and agricultural 
investment firm Hong 

Lai Huat Group Ltd (HLH) 
on Monday reached a non-
binding Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) with 
Denmark-based farm equip-
ment supplier Skiold A/S.

The two parties intend to 
collaborate on a proposed 
“Cambodia-Singapore Ag-
riculture Special Economic 
Zone” with a $1 billion es-
timated investment value, 
HLH said in a filing to the 
Singapore Exchange (SGX) on 
Monday evening.

The MoU aims to lay the 
foundation for a mutual plat-
form to enhance trade and 
economic cooperation and 
technical exchanges within 
the field of poultry and cattle 
farming as well as seed pro-
cessing for Cambodia, it said.

It listed three primary ob-
jectives to be completed 
within the next six months 
before the two parties sign a 
binding agreement.

First, they will initiate the 
necessary procedures to-
wards setting up livestock 
and seed production in the 
special economic zone (SEZ).

Second, they will perform a 
feasibility study on the proj-
ect to produce poultry, cattle 
and seed production in Cam-
bodia as well as Singapore, to 

supply and enhance the city-
state’s food security.

Third, they will create more 
job opportunities for coun-
tries in connection with the 
partnership and any resulting 
spin-offs.

HLH general manager and 
executive director Ong Jia Jing 
said: “We are very pleased to 
have entered into this MoU 
with Skiold A/S on the poten-
tial collaboration of the Cam-
bodia-Singapore Agriculture 
Special Economic Zone. 

“Particularly in a world that 
has been greatly affected by 
Covid-19, food security is a 
highly significant matter that 
all countries are looking into 
resolving.

“We believe that this col-
laboration will be meaningful 
and a success for both of our 

companies and will allow us 
to contribute to Cambodia as 
well as Singapore,” he said. 

Skiold regional director Dr 
Sussie Ketit said that with 
more than 140 years of devel-
oping, projecting and produc-
ing advance machinery for 
agro-industry, the company 
is one of the most preferred 
and experienced companies 
in the field, and has delivered 
successful projects all over 
the world.

She said: “being a company 
that has broad range of exper-
tise in the livestock industry, 
we see this collaboration as 
an excellent connection and 
hope to see positive-result 
spin-offs [born] from the ini-
tiative not only in Cambodia 
but also in Singapore.

“We hope that through the 

initiative . . . [we can] help 
Singapore reach [its] ‘30 
by 30’ vision [by] adopting 
Danish technologies to raise 
productivity, apply R&D [re-
search and development], 
strengthen food resilience 
and sustainability,” Ketit said, 
referring to Singapore’s “30 by 
30” goal of producing 30 per 
cent of its nutritional needs 
domestically by 2030.

HLH has said it grows cas-
sava on a 9,000ha plantation 
in Kampong Speu province’s 
northwest Oral district and 
manufactures starch at its 
processing plant for food in-
dustry clients from Europe 
and Southeast Asia.

Its food-grade tapioca-
starch production capacity is 
around 36,000 tonnes per an-
num, or 100,000 tonnes with 
the inclusion of its associate 
factories, it said.

Kampong Speu provincial 
governor Vei Samnang said 
the cooperation will help 
develop the province, create 
more jobs and new markets 
for provincial farmers’ agri-
cultural products.

“I welcome and support 
them. I want them to invest 
in the province to help in-
crease the value of the pro-
duction chain, and especially 
find markets for our farmers,” 
Samnang said.

He neither confirmed nor 
denied knowledge of the an-
ticipated SEZ project’s pro-
posed location.

Exploration permits for gold-polymetallic mines offered

HKL graduates from 
MFI to commercial 
bank, plans expansion

Skiold regional director Dr Sussie Ketit (left) and HLH general manager 
Ong Jia Jing sign a non-binding Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)
on a proposed SEZ project. SUPPLIED

The gold-polymetallic mining areas cover 207sq km. SUPPLIED



Business
7THE PHNOM PENH POST  september  9, 2020  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

tada plans $20m electric auto 
rickshaw factory in Kingdom
Hin Pisei

s
OUtH Korean-owned 
b l o c k c h a i n - b a s e d 
z e r o - c o m m i s s i o n 
ride-hailing service 

mVL tADA (Cambodia) Co 
Ltd (tADA) has earmarked an 
initial capital investment of 
about $20 million to build an 
electric auto rickshaw assem-
bly plant in the Kingdom.

scheduled to be completed 
by the end of this year or early 
next year, the plan aims to 
meet the needs of domestic 
consumers and regional mar-
kets, tADA said.

the project was unveiled at 
a monday meeting between 
Cambodian ambassador to 
south Korea Long Dimanche 
and Kay Woo, founder of singa-
pore-based mVLLAbs pte Ltd 
(mVL), tADA’s parent company.

Dimanche told the post on 
tuesday that tADA was keenly 
attentive to Cambodia’s growth 
over recent years, while its app 
products and services have 
thrived in the Kingdom.

With the success witnessed 
in the market, he said: “the 
company is working on in-
novation in the service sector, 
namely, the upcoming con-
struction of its self-propelled 
electric auto rickshaw assem-
bly plant in Cambodia.”

Dimanche said he is very 
pleased that Cambodia’s eco-

nomic attractiveness is able to 
reel in the steadily rising stream 
of investors currently willing to 
dip their toes into the Kingdom.

tADA general manager Chim 
poly told the post that the new 
facility comes following the suc-
cess of the app in the Kingdom.

He said the company’s fea-
sibility study on the construc-
tion sites of the plant and an 
adjacent electrical charging sta-
tion for the vehicles was nearly 
complete, which bodes well for 
a launch at the end of the year.

“the company plans to take 

the electric auto rickshaw as-
sembly plant online by the 
end of this year or early next 
year at the latest, with sales 
set to be launched before the 
end of the first half of 2021,” 
poly said, declining to reveal 
the location of the project.

He said the plant will not 
only provide new jobs, but 
will also help cut costs of elec-
tric auto rickshaw and do its 
part to lower human impacts 
on the environment.

tADA – which is the infinitive 
form of the Korean verb ‘ride’ – 

currently operates in Cambo-
dia, Vietnam and singapore.

When tADA rolled out in 
the Kingdom on January 16, 
last year, mVL said Vietnam 
and malaysia would be its 
next regional ports of call.

Despite launching in Viet-
nam just five days later, no 
further plans to launch in ma-
laysia have been announced. 
poly said he was unaware of 
any plans.

tADA was registered with 
the ministry of Commerce on 
February 8, last year.

tHe macfrut Digital trade 
show to be held online for the 
first time from september 8-10 
will offer businesses the op-
portunity to meet hundreds of 
global suppliers of fresh, safe 
and quality fruits from europe.

macfrut Digital’s online plat-
form Natlive will bring together 
businesses in agricultural pro-
duction, trading, machinery, 
greenhouses and irrigation sys-
tems, nurseries and seeds, ferti-
lisers and bio-stimulants, logis-
tics and storage, and others.

the event has attracted over 

600 exhibitors from 30 countries.
Visitors can register for free at 

macfrutdigital.com. After sign-
ing in, they can see an interac-
tive map of products on display, 
visit virtual booths to learn about 
products, ask for information 
from the organisers, and hold 
exchanges with exhibitors.

there will be conferences 
livestreamed for free on topics 
such as renovation in garden-
ing, greenhouses and watering, 
and forums on bio-stimulation.

the organisers said the ex-
hibition will offer a chance 
for Vietnamese enterprises, 
distributors and importers to 

seek tie-ups in the context that 
the eU-Vietnam Free trade 
Agreement with preferential 
tariffs took effect last month.

businesses in the field of 
agro-products and fruits could 
explore a market of nearly 500 
million consumers and learn 
about their tastes, they said.

european experts have said 
Vietnamese agricultural pro-
duce such as cashew, coffee, 
vegetables, dragon fruit, lychee, 
coconut, fig, pineapple, avo-
cado, guava, mango, and man-
gosteen are favoured in the eU.

some of Vietnam’s organic 
products have entered this de-
manding market after meeting 
criteria set for organic, rain-
forest Alliance and Fairtrade 
certification among others.

the organisers said conven-
tional exhibitions and trade 
shows have to be postponed 
or cancelled, thus limiting the 
trade exchange of businesses 
around the globe.

“In this context, online ex-
hibitions and trade shows are 
the best way for businesses to 
meet their partners interna-
tionally.” VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS 

NETWORK

HYUNDAI motor Co and Kia mo-
tors Corp will work together with sK 
Innovation Co to develop an elec-
tric vehicle (eV) battery ecosystem, 
Hyundai said on tuesday.

It said the companies will build a 
cooperation system involving vari-
ous business areas related to the 
rental of eV batteries, battery man-
agement services, and the reuse and 
recycling of eV batteries.

both sides agreed that it is necessary 
to create high added value and strength-
en the eco-friendliness of eV batteries 
throughout their life cycle, it added.

A Hyundai official said: “Unlike 
existing mobility-battery business-
es, which focused on battery supply, 
the partnership aims at the battery 
life cycle, which is called ‘battery-as-
a-service’ in a virtuous cycle.

“this will serve as an opportunity 
to spread more diverse cooperative 
systems in the mobility-battery in-
dustry in the future.”

through the partnership, the two 
sides will reduce carbon dioxide 
emissions, optimise design to link 
electric cars and batteries, and es-
tablish a virtuous cycle that encom-
passes all processes in a battery’s life 
cycle from production to recycling.

this is the first detailed plan for co-
operation between the automaker and 
the battery maker since the meeting be-
tween Hyundai motor Group executive 
vice-chairman Chung euisun and sK 
Group chairman Chey tae-won in July.

Hyundai said the partners will 
actively seek ways to maximise the 
added value and eco-friendliness 
of eV batteries – for instance, by 
extracting metals such as lithium, 
nickel and cobalt from vehicle bat-
teries and reusing eV batteries for 
energy storage systems.

the companies are currently working 
together to collect and verify battery 
packs that are used in Niro eV vehicles. 
THE KOREA HERALD/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Patrocinio Rivera

mALAYsIAN-based financial services 
provider rHb banking Group has ap-
pointed Wong Kee poh and piyanat 
Aranyakasemsuke as CeOs of rHb bank 
(Cambodia) plc and rHb bank bhd 
thailand effective from september 1.

rHb on monday said Wong has 
more than 34 years of experience 
in banking and has held numerous 
senior management and leadership 
positions in well-established finan-
cial institutions in malaysia.

It said Wong was rHb bank Cambo-
dia deputy country head from January 
2013 and was subsequently appointed 
as rHb bank thailand CeO in 2015.

It added that Wong holds a master of 
business Administration from Lans-
bridge University, New brunswick, Can-
ada and a bachelor of economics from 
Kuala Lumpur’s University of malaya.

meanwhile, rHb said piyanat has 
more than 10 years of experience in 
financial services, primarily in cor-
porate and commercial banking.

It said piyanat jointed rHb bank 
thailand in 2015 as the head of busi-
ness development and served as its 
deputy CeO from July 2018 to last 
month until the new appointment.

It added that piyanat holds a master 
in International business and Admin-
istration from Newcastle business 
school at Northumbria University 
and a bachelor of economics from 
bangkok’s thammasat University.

“Wong and piyanat will lead and 
drive the group’s commercial bank-
ing business and operations in Cam-
bodia and thailand respectively.

“their appointment will further 
augment the strength of the group’s 
leadership team for its regional op-
erations and enhance the group’s 

presence in both key markets in 
line with the group’s five-year FIt22 
strategy,” it said, referring to its “stra-
tegic roadmap” for 2018-2022.

As rHb CeO Khairussaleh ramli 
told London-based the business Year 
in an interview last year: “Compris-
ing 22 initiatives, FIt22 is designed 
to achieve our 2022 aspiration, which 
is to be among the top-three banks in 
malaysia in terms of performance.

“[FIt22 is] anchored on three strate-
gic themes, first we want to strengthen 
malaysia as our core, focusing on se-
lected segments, as 90 per cent of our 
income still comes from malaysia.

“second, we will be strategic in 
where we compete overseas. rHb 
has presence in nine AseAN coun-
tries as well as in Hong Kong. In many 
of these countries, we will spend our 
limited resources wisely to compete 
in selected business areas.

“third, we need to think about in-
novation and people’s readiness to 
meet skills of the future.

“FIt stands for ‘Funding’ the group’s 

journey, ‘Investing’ in technological 
and digital initiatives with a medium-
term horizon, and ‘transforming’ the 
organisation by building a winning 
operating model that prioritises cus-
tomer journeys, internal agility and 
digital enablement,” he said.

Last year, rHb bank Cambodia 
posted 3.877 trillion riel ($969 million) 
in total assets, up 25.8 per cent from 
3.082 trillion in 2018, data from the 
National bank of Cambodia show.

It logged 305.625 billion riel in 
paid-up capital (up 1.4 per cent), 
106.906 billion riel in gross operat-
ing income (up 14.6 per cent), 58.292 
billion riel in net profit (up 221.0 per 
cent), 2.579 trillion riel in deposits 
(up 9.60 per cent) and 2.022 trillion 
riel in loans (up 13.4 per cent).

On the bursa malaysia, rHb bank 
bhd’s share price inched up 0.01 sen 
(0.24 Us cents) or 0.21 per cent to 
close at 4.70 ringgit ($1.13) on tues-
day for a market capitalisation of 
18.847 billion ringgit, with 2.12 mil-
lion shares traded.

Digital expo offers firms 
chance to showcase 
fruits, vegetables to eU

Hyundai, sK to partner 
on eV battery ecosystem

NeW CeO at rHb bank Cambodia

TADA has earmarked an initial capital investment of about $20 million to build an electric auto rickshaw 
assembly plant in the Kingdom. SUPPLIED

New RHB Bank Cambodia CEO Wong Kee Poh (left) and RHB Bank Thailand CEO 
Piyanat Aranyakasemsuke. SUPPLIED

SK Group chairman Chey Tae-won (left) and Hyundai Motor Group executive vice-chairman 
Chung Euisun meet in July. HYUNDAI MOTOR/THE KOREA HERALD

In this context, online exhibitions 
and trade shows are the best way 

for businesses to meet their 
partners internationally
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CHAmpAsAK provincial au-
thorities have pledged to 
promote and strengthen ag-
ricultural production to take 
advantage of growing domes-
tic demand in Laos as a result 
of the Covid-19 outbreak.

provincial deputy governor 
malaithong Kommasith told 
local media recently that Covid-
19 has had a major negative im-
pact on the local economy.

However, the tightened 
measures on cross-border 
travels have indirectly helped 
increase the demand for agri-
cultural products in Champa-
sak (which borders Cambo-
dia), he said.

“Champasak has a huge po-
tential to produce many agri-
cultural products and farmers 
have a long tradition of pro-
ducing rice, coffee, tea, fruit, 
vegetables and many other 
crops,” malaithong said.

He said the marketing chal-
lenge forced local producers 
to sometimes sell their crops 
at lower and loss-making 
prices, which in turn dis-
couraged them from further 
expanding their commercial 
productivity.

It is understandable that 
when farmers produce a par-
ticular crop but fail to sell it 
they shift to growing other 
kinds of crops, he said.

some coffee farmers are 
now chopping down their 
coffee plantations and mak-
ing way for cassava – as the 

latter is a more lucrative busi-
ness, he added.

malaithong said Champasak 
authorities will continue to 
promote agricultural produc-
tion along with the processing 
industry to add value to agri-
cultural products, expand ag-
riculture markets and increase 
the incomes of farmers.

He said: “Agricultural pro-
duction in Champasak still 
faces many challenges such 
as a small market size, small 
scale production, limited 
quantity and quality, compe-
tition from imported prod-
ucts and so on.

“It is hard for Laos to com-
pete when it comes to vol-
ume, we still find it difficult to 
take advantage of the econo-
my of scale.

“to overcome these chal-
lenges, Champasak will step 
up efforts to modernise its 
agricultural production, to 
heighten the effectiveness 
and efficiency of its yield and 
to enhance the competitive-
ness of its products.

“We will focus on the pro-
cessing industry to process 
agriculture products grown 
by local farmers as a way to 
help generate more income 
for them.

“We will promote the tour-
ism industry, too, to expand 
the size of the local market 
and we will build an agricul-
ture market in Champasak to 
promote agriculture trade,” 

malaithong said.
He described how the pro-

cessing industry can help the 
province tap its huge poten-
tial by processing raw materi-
als locally for domestic con-
sumption and exports.

He encouraged entrepre-
neurs to set up factories to 
buy crops from farmers, in-
stead of exporting raw mate-
rials. Champasak has a con-
siderable potential for the 
production of rice, fruit, cof-
fee and vegetables that can 
be sold in other provinces 
and exported to neighbour-
ing countries too.

malaithong is optimistic 
that in a post-Covid-19 world 
and when the Laos-China 
railway link is complete, the 
province will have more op-
portunities to explore markets 
in neighbouring countries 
and overseas, and agricultur-
al production and processing 
will significantly contribute 
to poverty reduction, socio-
economic development and 
make Champasak even more 
known.

Champasak – the former 
capital of the Kingdom of 
Champasak – covers an area 
of 15,415sq km and borders 
Cambodia along Choam Ksan 
and Chheb districts in preah 
Vihear province, as well as 
thala barivat and siem pang 
districts and stung treng town 
in stung treng province. VIEN-

TIANE TIMES/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

JApAN’s economy shrank slight-
ly more than initially thought 
in the April-June quarter, of-
ficial data released on tuesday 
showed, deepening a contrac-
tion that was already the worst 
in the nation’s modern history.

the world’s third-largest 
economy shrank 7.9 per cent 
in the second quarter of this 
year from the previous quar-
ter, more than the initial 7.8 
per cent in the preliminary 
data, the Cabinet Office said.

the downward revision 
comes with corporate invest-
ment weaker than in the prelim-
inary data released last month, 
as the coronavirus deepens the 
country’s economic woes.

the latest headline figure 
was modestly better than 
market consensus of an 8.0 

per cent contraction, but it 
is the worst figure for Japan 
since comparable data be-
came available in 1980, be-
yond the brutal impact of the 
2008 global financial crisis.

separate data released by 
the internal affairs ministry on 
tuesday showed Japan’s house-
hold spending in July dropped 
7.6 per cent year-on-year, also 
underlining the impact of the 
coronavirus on the economy.

the 7.6 per cent drop was 
the 10th consecutive monthly 
decline and comes after a 1.2 
per cent slide in June and 16.2 
per cent dive in may.

the figure came in much 
worse than economist expec-
tations of a 3.7 per cent de-
cline, bloomberg said.

Japan’s economy was in re-

cession even before the corona-
virus hit due to damage from a 
powerful typhoon last year, and 
a sale tax hike in October.

the country has seen a 
smaller coronavirus outbreak 
compared to some of the 
worst-hit places, with about 
71,800 infections and fewer 
than 1,400 deaths.

A nationwide state of emer-
gency was imposed as cases 
spiked in April, but the restric-
tions were significantly looser 
than in many countries, with 
no enforcement mechanism 
to shutter businesses or keep 
people at home.

the emergency was lifted in 
June, and the government has 
been reluctant to reintroduce 
measures, even as infections 
rise again. AFP

Laos’ Champasak to place greater 
focus on agricultural production

Japan economy shrinks 7.9%

t
He economic com-
mittee of Vietnam’s 
National Assembly 
on monday held a 

hearing on the development 
of the country’s energy sector 
until 2030.

speaking at the hearing, 
minister of Industry and 
trade and leader of the min-
istry overlooking the energy 
sector tran tuan Anh said the 
development of power sup-
ply was being held back by a 
number of shortcomings and 
limitations in the country’s 
investment framework.

mustering the financial re-
sources required to increase 
the country’s energy supply, 
which was estimated at $8-10 
billion annually, has been dif-
ficult, he said.

state-owned enterprises 
(sOes) have struggled finan-
cially, so the country must 
look to the private sector and 
foreign investors, who often 
require government assur-
ances and other forms of as-
sistance, he added.

many key power supply proj-
ects, as a result, had experi-

enced delays and this was like-
ly result in a shortage of supply, 
Anh said, claiming that barely 
over 60 per cent of planned 
output for the period would be 
connected to the national grid 
between 2020-2025.

In addition, he said, there 
is a mismatch in supply and 
demand in different regions 
across the country. While the 
northern and central regions 
experience an oversupply, the 
southern regions is often hit 
with shortages and can only 
meet 80 per cent of demand.

Despite the rapid develop-
ment of renewable energy, in-
cluding in the central region, 
the national grid has not been 
able to handle its full output, 
he said.

several solar farms in the 
southeastern coastal provinces 
of Ninh thuan and binh thuan 
with a total combined output 
of 690mW have had to cut back 
production, Anh said.

He said the issue would 
only be resolved at the end 
of the year when a number of 
infrastructure projects in the 
region were completed.

meanwhile, the sector has 
become more dependent on 
imports of raw input mate-
rial. Vietnam has had to im-
port coal and soon liquefied 
natural gas (LNG).

by the ministry’s projection, 
the country will have to im-
port up to 60 million tonnes 
of coal and 12 million tonnes 
of LNG in 2030, which puts 
the country’s energy security 
at risk without careful plan-
ning and strategy.

As the country suffers from 
an economic slowdown as a 
result of the Covid-19 pan-

demic, demand for electric-
ity will likely fall compared to 
previously projected figures, 
with commercial electricity 
output maintaining modest 
growth of just eight per cent 
in the 2021-2030 period. 

total output in 2030 is fore-
cast to reach 138,000mW. Of 
this, thermal, mainly from 
coal-fired plants, will account 
for 27 per cent, gas and LNG 
19 per cent, hydro 18 per 
cent, solar and wind 28 per 
cent with the remainder from 
imports and other sources.

Anh said his ministry had 

been working on a power 
development plan for the 
country which outlined steps 
to be taken to address these 
issues including increased ef-
forts to attract foreign direct 
investment and seeking gov-
ernment support for build-
Operate-transfer projects. 
the plan is to be submitted 
to prime minister Nguyen 
Xuan phuc no later than next 
month.

the ministry also proposed 
greater autonomy for lo-
cal governments by making 
them investors in infrastruc-

ture projects with investment 
value under five trillion dong 
($216 million).

projects with investment 
value between 2.3 and five 
trillion dong using state 
capital with sOes as inves-
tors would be put under the 
management of the prime 
minister. 

the ministry also recom-
mended the government to 
grant energy projects access 
to state-sponsored preferen-
tial loans and reduce red tape 
in the planning process. VIET 

NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Vietnam’s total electricity output is forecast to reach 138,000MW in 2030. SUPPLIED/VIET NAM NEWS

The world’s third-largest economy shrank 7.9 per cent in the second quarter of this year from the previous 
quarter, more than the initial 7.8 per cent in the preliminary data. AFP

VN looks to tidy 
up investment 
framework for 
power projects
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world

WILDFIres in California have 
torched a record more than 
800,000ha, the state fire depart-
ment said on monday, as an 
uncontrolled blaze forced many 
residents to flee their homes.

the record was hit as the 
wildfire season still has rough-
ly two months to go in the 
most populous Us state and as 
thousands of firefighters were 
battling flames during a 
scorching heatwave.

California Department of 
Forestry and Fire protection 
(Cal Fire) spokeswoman Lynne 
tolmachoff said: “In the past 33 
years we have not seen a single 
year go over two million acres 
[809,371ha] until this year.

“this is record-breaking and 
we have not even come close 
to the end of fire season yet.”

At least seven people have 
died as a result of this year’s fires 
and some 3,800 structures have 
been damaged or destroyed, 
Cal Fire figures show.

the last time the number of 
acres burned got close to two 
million was in 2018, the same 
year as the devastating Camp 
Fire, when a little more than 
1.9 million acres (768,903 hec-
tares) went up in flames.

more than 14,100 firefighters 
were battling 24 different wild-
fires as of monday afternoon, the 
fire department said in a tweet.

Among those blazes was the 
Creek Fire, which started on 
Friday in steep and rugged ter-
rain, has so far spread to 

31,885ha and is zero per cent 
contained, Cal Fire said.

the department said on 
twitter that 976 personnel 
were battling the fire, which 
had continued to grow “under 
extreme conditions”.

Another rapidly growing fire, 
the Oak Fire, began on sunday 
in mendocino county and has 
already grown to 400ha.

Cal Fire said 83 personnel 
were on hand to battle the 
blaze, which was zero per cent 
contained.

evacuation orders were in 
effect throughout southern Cal-
ifornia on monday afternoon.

In northern California, more 
than 200 people were airlifted 
to safety over the weekend after 
a fast-moving wildfire trapped 
them near the mammoth pool 
reservoir northeast of Fresno.

they were rescued by mili-
tary helicopters, with dozens 
packed into a Chinook, a video 
shared by the California 
National Guard showed.

record temperatures over the 
three-day Labour Day weekend 
have aggravated already dan-
gerous fire conditions and fur-
ther stressed exhausted Califor-
nia firefighters.

California has been baking 
under scorching conditions 
with temperatures reaching a 
record 49 Celsius on sunday in 
Woodland Hills, an all-time 
high for Los Angeles County, 
the National Weather service 
said. AFP

europe pressures belarus on 
missing opposition figure
t

He eU on monday led calls for 
belarus to immediately release 
over 600 people arrested for pro-
testing against a controversial 

election that extended strongman Alex-
ander Lukashenko’s 26 years in power.

Germany and britain meanwhile de-
manded answers on the whereabouts 
of senior opposition figure maria Kole-
snikova, who allies say was snatched off 
the streets in central minsk along with 
spokesman Anton rodnenkov and ex-
ecutive secretary Ivan Kravtsov of the 
opposition’s Coordination Council.

the Council was set up to ensure a 
peaceful transfer of power after Lukash-
enko’s main rival svetlana tikhanovska-
ya rejected Lukashenko’s claim to have 
won the August 9 presidential election 
with 80 per cent of the vote.

the interior ministry said 633 people were 
detained on sunday for illegal mass gather-
ings, one of the largest wave of arrests since 
the early days of the demonstrations.

“the eU expects the belarusian au-
thorities to ensure the immediate re-
lease of all detained on political grounds 
before and after the falsified 9 August 
presidential elections,” its diplomatic 
head Josep borrell said.

“the eU will impose sanctions on 
individuals responsible for violence, 
repression and falsification of election 
results,” he added.

Voicing concern over the fate of Kole-
snikova, German minister of Foreign Af-
fairs Heiko maas demanded “clarity on 
the whereabouts and the release of all 
political prisoners in belarus”.

britain’s foreign secretary Dominic raab 
tweeted: “seriously concerned for the wel-
fare of maria Kolesnikova in #belarus.

“Lukashenko’s regime must make her 
safe return their highest priority. the re-
gime must cease brutalising protestors, 
release political prisoners and begin a 
dialogue with the opposition.”

Canada’s foreign minister Francois-
philippe Champagne called “for the re-
lease of people detained including op-
position members and journalists.

“the most recent arbitrary arrests of 
leading opposition voices and acts of re-

pression are unacceptable,” he said.
state border Committee spokesman 

Anton bychkovsky told AFp on tuesday 
that Kolesnikova was detained while at-
tempting to cross overnight with the two 
other members of the Council.

bychkovsky said rodnenkov and Kravts-
ov were able to cross into Ukraine, and the 
Ukrainian embassy in minsk confirmed to 
AFp that they were in the country.

Kolesnikova was being held and “an in-
vestigation is underway to legally assess 
the situation”, bychkovsky said.

state news agency belta quoted border 
officials as saying the three had tried to 
cross the border in a bmW car around 
4:00am on tuesday.

tikhanovskaya left the country under 
pressure from the authorities and was 
granted refuge in eU member Lithuania.

she said in a statement: “the more 
they try to scare us, the more people will 
take to the streets.”

the disputed election has sparked dem-
onstrations that have seen tens of thou-
sands take to the streets of the ex-soviet 

country of 9.5 million on russia’s western 
borders, in an unprecedented challenge 
to Lukashenko’s 26 years in power.

An AFp journalist said the crowd of 
demonstrators waving the opposition’s 
red-and-white flag on sunday appeared to 
be as large or larger than on the previous 
three sundays when more than 100,000 
people rallied in the streets of minsk.

but police also appeared to be stepping 
up a campaign to quash the demonstra-
tions, deploying troops, water cannon 
and armoured vehicles.

Local media reported hooded men in 
civilian clothes with batons chased and 
beat demonstrators.

Kolesnikova’s office said witnesses de-
scribed her being snatched off the street in 
the capital minsk on monday morning by 
unidentified men in black who bundled her 
into a minibus marked “Communications”.

“We still don’t know where maria is and 
what is happening to her,” said lawyer 
maxim Znak, a member of the Coordina-
tion Council, in a video blog on monday 
evening. AFP

WtO starts selection process for chief
tHe World trade Organisation 
(WtO) on monday kicked off 
the selection process for its 
new director-general, with 
south Korean minister of trade, 
Industry and energy Yoo 
myung-hee vying with seven 
other candidates for the job. 

During the process, represent-
atives from 164 member states 
are to voice their preference 
among the eight candidates to 
the selection committee, made 
up of WtO General Council chair 
David Walker, Dispute settle-
ment body chair Dacio Castillo 
and trade policy review body 
chair Harald Aspelund.

the “confessionals” involve 
three rounds of consultations, 
narrowing down the list of the 
candidates until a winner 
emerges. 

the first round of consulta-
tions will run through septem-
ber 16, in which each member 

state will indicate a maximum 
of four picks and eliminate the 
bottom three candidates.

the second round will drop 
three more candidates and the 
remaining two will advance to 
the final round. the leader will 
be picked based on consensus, 
which is expected by early 
November at the latest. 

the WtO has been leaderless 
since robert Azevedo stepped 
down a year early from the direc-
tor-general position on August 31, 
after seven years at the helm. 

the prevailing view in her 
native south Korea is that Yoo 
has a clear edge over other 
candidates, with her expertise 
and experience in ushering in 
weighty trade deals, and will 
likely pass the first round.

If Yoo wins, she will become 
the first woman as well as the 
first Korean to lead the WtO.

she is competing with other 

high-profile contenders – from 
Nigeria, egypt, moldova, the 
UK, Kenya, saudi Arabia and 
mexico – who all vow to salvage 
the 25-year-old multilateral 
body beset with challenges 
amid the coronavirus pandem-
ic and sino-Us trade war.

two other women are wide-
ly viewed as front-runners – 
Amina mohamed, currently 
Kenya’s sports minister and a 
former foreign affairs minister 
who has chaired the WtO’s 
General Council, and Ngozi 
Okonjo-lweala of Nigeria, a 
two-time finance minister 
who was the number-two offi-
cial at the World bank.

If either wins, they would be the 
WtO’s first African boss as well as 
the first woman in the role. 

During the campaign that 
began in July, Yoo pledged to 
reform the WtO to make it 
more “relevant, resilient and 

responsive”, taking on a mul-
tilateral institution that faced 
long-standing challenges even 
before the Covid-19 pandemic 
crippled global trade and 
caused a deep recession.

Yoo departed to Geneva for 
her campaign on August 31 
and plans to meet with repre-
sentatives from the member 
states to ask for their support 
through mid-september.

she was appointed Korea’s 
trade minister in February last 
year, becoming the first woman 
to achieve the rank since the min-
istry was established in 1948.

throughout her nearly 
25-year public service career 
in the trade, she led major 
bilateral negotiations, includ-
ing free trade talks with the Us, 
China, singapore, India and 
AseAN, as seoul’s chief nego-
tiator. THE KOREA HERALD/ASIA NEWS 

NETWORK

California fires have 
torched a record 
800,000ha of state

Allies say opposition leader Maria Kolesnikova was snatched off the streets in central Minsk along 
with Coordination Council executive secretary Ivan Kravtsov and spokesman Anton Rodnenkov. AFP

rUssIAN opposition leader 
Alexei Navalny, who Germany 
says was poisoned by a weap-
ons-grade Novichok nerve 
agent, is now out of a medical-
ly induced coma and reacting 
to speech, the berlin hospital 
treating him said on monday.

the 44-year-old anti-corrup-
tion campaigner and one of 
president Vladimir putin’s fierc-
est critics, fell ill on a domestic 
flight last month and was treat-
ed in a siberian hospital before 
being evacuated to berlin.

“He is responding to verbal 
stimuli,” Charite hospital said 
in a statement, reporting that 
his condition “has improved”.

Navalny is also being weaned 
off mechanical ventilation, but 
the hospital said it was too ear-
ly to determine the long-term 
impact of the poisoning.

Germany said last week that 
toxicology tests conducted by 
its armed forces found “un-
equivocal evidence” that Na-
valny had been poisoned with 
Novichok, the substance used 
in the 2018 attack on a former 

russian double agent and his 
daughter in the english city of 
salisbury.

Navalny’s associates say the 
use of Novichok, a military-
grade nerve agent, shows 
that only the russian state 
could be responsible, but the 
Kremlin fiercely denies any 
involvement.

putin’s spokesman Dmitry 
peskov told journalists on 
monday: “Attempts to some-
how associate russia with 
what happened are unaccept-
able to us, they are absurd.”

russian officials have ac-
cused Germany of being slow 
to share the findings of its in-
vestigation, despite a request 
from prosecutors.

“We expect information 
[from Germany] to be pro-
vided in the coming days,” 
peskov said. “We are looking 
forward to it.”

but Germany warned that 
the failure by moscow to 
thoroughly investigate the 
incident could have serious 
consequences. AFP

poisoned putin critic 
Navalny wakes up 
from induced coma



Philippine leader 
pardons US 
marine jailed 
over murder 
of transgender

PHILIPPINE President Rodrigo Du-
terte granted an absolute pardon on 
Monday to a US marine convicted 

of killing a transgender woman, drawing 
condemnation from rights groups.

Lance Corporal Joseph Scott Pemberton 
has been in prison since the October 2014 
killing of Jennifer Laude, whom he met at 
a bar while on a break from military exer-
cises in the northern city of Olongapo.

A local court ruled last week that 
Pemberton qualified for early release 
due to good behaviour, but was still be-
ing held due to an appeal.

Duterte’s pardon clears all legal ob-
stacles to the soldier’s release, despite 
him serving just over half his 10-year 
sentence.

Duterte, a former prosecutor, said in a 
televised speech that it was his personal 
decision to pardon Pemberton after 
learning about his case in the news.

“You have not treated Pemberton 
fairly. So I will release him [through] 
pardon,” he said after meeting his 
cabinet, including Secretary of Justice 
Menardo Guevarra.

Duterte said officials had not ac-
curately measured the jail time served 
by Pemberton under a law that rewards 
good behaviour with shorter terms.

Laude family lawyer Virginia Suarez con-
demned the decision, calling it a “mock-
ery” of the country’s justice system.

She said in a statement: “This is 
another injustice – not only to Jennifer 
Laude and family but a grave injustice to 
the Filipino people.

“This is a travesty of Philippine sover-
eignty and democracy.”

The pardon has renewed anti-US sen-
timent in the Southeast Asian nation, 
where groups have long called for the 
removal of US military presence.

Renato Reyes, leader of the leftist 
group Bayan, criticised the president’s 
remarks and condemned Pemberton’s 
“special treatment”.

He tweeted: “If Filipinos want pardon 
. . . they need to undergo a long process. 
The American soldier that killed a Fili-
pino was given an express lane.”

The pardon came despite Duterte 
shifting away from the US to seek closer 
relations with China since assuming 
power in 2016. AFP
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ASEAN

protection advocates fear spike in 
child marriages during pandemic
e

Xperts in Indone-
sia and the nation’s 
child protection 
agency are urging 

the government to prevent 
a spike in child marriages 
during the Covid-19 health 
crisis, which they fear could 
exacerbate the problem.

the director of the Univer-
sity of Indonesia’s Child pro-
tection and Wellbeing Centre 
(puskapa), santi Kusuman-
ingrum, said the pandemic 
had “multiplied pre-existing 
vulnerabilities”, including 
the issues of poverty, school 
dropouts and unplanned 
pregnancies that have driven 
child marriages in the past.

she told The Jakarta Post: 
“With life difficulties in-
creasing and schools being 
closed, you can imagine 
that various risk factors are 
becoming more and more 
[present] around children.”

Limited social opportunities 
due to the pandemic could 
also make young girls see 
marriage as a “way out” with-
out understanding the risks of 
child marriages, she added.

However, she said no 
national figures were cur-
rently available to indicate 
whether child marriages 
had increased as a result of 
the pandemic.

santi said strengthening 
laws and policies, ensur-
ing children had access to 
health and education fa-
cilities and providing sexual 
education classes in schools 
were some of the ways to 
reduce the number of child 
marriages in Indonesia dur-
ing the pandemic.

Her recommendations were 
based on puskapa’s recent 
study with statistics Indo-
nesia, bappenas and the UN 
Children’s Fund (UNICeF).

rita pranawati, the deputy 
chairperson of the govern-
ment-sanctioned Indone-
sian Child protection Com-

mission (KpAI), said while 
the pandemic could contrib-
ute to an increase in child 
marriages, more research 
was needed to determine 
the extent of its impact.

she instead said un-
planned pregnancies, socio-
economic conditions and 
deep-rooted cultural norms 
around early marriage in 
some parts of the country 
were the cause of the ma-
jority of child marriages in 
Indonesia.

therefore, efforts to im-
prove socioeconomic con-
ditions, promote education 
and increase awareness of the 
problem would help prevent 
child marriages, she said.

“We are also actually gam-
bling with the [country’s] 
human capital. so, if we ne-
glect [child marriage], we’ll 
end up with a low level of 
human resource develop-
ment,” rita said.

she also urged the gov-
ernment to draft a govern-
ment regulation to regulate 
child marriage exemptions 
in courts, which have long 
been criticised as a loophole 
that allow child marriages.

Indonesia’s religious courts 
officially permitted more 
than 33,000 child marriages 
between January and June of 
this year, compared to near-
ly 22,000 throughout 2019, 
the Women’s empowerment 

and Child protection min-
istry said last week, quoting 
supreme Court data.

It is important to note that 
the minimum marriage-
able age for girls has been 
increased since last year, 
following an amendment to 
marriage Law in september 
last year that increased the 
age from 16 to 19.

In response to the amend-
ment, the supreme Court in 
November issued a stricter 
regulation to provide judges 
with guidance in giving ex-
emptions to allow children 
to be wed earlier than 19.

Child marriage has long 
been a common practice in 
many parts of the country. 

At least 22 provinces have re-
corded child marriage rates 
above the national average, 
according to the 2019 Na-
tional social and economic 
surveys (susenas), including 
south Kalimantan, Central 
Kalimantan, West sulawesi, 
Central sulawesi and West 
Nusa tenggara.

Although the prevalence 
of child marriage among 
children below the age of 
18 has decreased from 14.68 
per cent in 2018 to 10.81 per 
cent last year, the percent-
age of children married un-
der the age of 15 increased 
from 2018 to 2019, susenas 
data showed. THE JAKARTA POST/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK

No national figures are currently available to indicate whether child marriages have increased as a result of the pandemic. AFP

‘AseAN should maintain commitment and solidarity’
GIVeN the continuing Covid-19 
pandemic, AseAN must be firm 
while maintaining its commit-
ment and solidarity in action, 
thus speeding up the building 
of the community and success-
fully dealing with the pandem-
ic and emerging challenges, 
Vietnamese Deputy minister of 
Foreign Affairs Nguyen Quoc 
Dung said on monday.

He made the statement at an 
AseAN senior Officials’ meet-
ing. the event marked the start 
of the 53rd AseAN Foreign min-
isters’ meeting (Amm-53) and 
related meetings which will be 
organised later this week.

participants at the meeting 
reviewed preparations for Amm-
53 and related meetings, during 
which AseAN foreign ministers 
will discuss the building of the 
AseAN Community as well as 
the joint response to Covid-19, 
the centrality of AseAN along 
with several regional and inter-
national issues.

Dung said AseAN ministers 
would also review and set forth 

orientations for external rela-
tions of AseAN, including con-
sidering the admission of 
Colombia and Cuba to the 
treaty of Amity and Coopera-
tion in southeast Asia. 

they would consider 
enhancing the central role of 
AseAN, especially ways to 
ensure that AseAN continues 
to be the region’s key force to 
lead the process of coopera-
tion for peace, stability, coop-
eration and prosperity.

speaking at the event, Dung 
appreciated contributions of 
other countries in the building 
of the AseAN Community and 
expanding of AseAN’s external 
relations.

He said foreign ministers of 
AseAN would affirm their deter-
mination to enhance the central 
role of AseAN, promoting soli-
darity and cooperation for a 
successful construction of the 
community while controlling 
the pandemic and accelerating 
post-pandemic recovery. 

the full participation of part-

ners in the meeting has proved 
the position and role of AseAN 
as well as its image in the eyes 
of international friends, Dung 
said. It also showed the deter-
mination of countries to main-
tain dialogues for peace, stabil-
ity and cooperation.

At the end of the meeting, the 
senior officials agreed to submit 
proposals to the foreign minis-
ters related to cooperation with-
in AseAN as well as between 
AseAN and partners, which is 

reflected in many different doc-
uments from the meeting.

Also on monday, a meeting of 
the executive Committee of the 
southeast Asian Nuclear Weapon 
Free Zone (exCom seANWFZ) 
Commission was held under the 
chairmanship of Dung.

senior AseAN officials 
affirmed the significance of 
the seANWFZ treaty, which 
expresses the bloc’s commit-
ment to maintaining a region 
free of nuclear weapons, con-

tributing to regional security 
and the international commu-
nity’s efforts to prevent nucle-
ar proliferation and promote 
nuclear disarmament and the 
dismantling of weapons of 
mass destruction. 

exCom seANWFZ agreed to 
submit to the seANWFZ Com-
mittee several recommendations 
for the effective implementation 
of the method of expanding the 
seANWFZ treaty.

Officials also welcomed 
seANWFZ signatories to fur-
ther strengthen cooperation 
with relevant international 
organisations, especially 
between the AseAN Network 
of regulatory bodies on Atom-
ic energy (AseANtOm) and 
the International Atomic ener-
gy Agency (IAeA).

Vietnam will host Amm-53 
and related meetings on sep-
tember 9, 10 and 12 via tel-
econference.

the main event, Amm-53, 
will open on Wednesday fol-
lowed by the meeting of the 

seANWFZ Commission, the 
27th AseAN Coordinating 
Council. Host prime minister 
Nguyen Xuan phuc will address 
the opening session.

On the same day, the AseAN-
China ministerial meeting, 
AseAN-republic of Korea min-
ister meeting, the 21st AseAN 
plus three Foreign ministers’ 
meeting and the 10th east Asia 
summit (eAs) Foreign minis-
ters’ meeting will take place. 

On september 10 and 12, the 
AseAN foreign ministers will 
have separate meetings with 
other dialogue partners name-
ly the Us, Canada, Japan, Aus-
tralia, New Zealand, the eU, 
India and russia.

Also in the framework of 
Amm-53, the AseAN foreign 
ministers will hold a meeting 
with AseAN Intergovernmen-
tal Commission on Human 
rights (AICHr) representa-
tives. the 27th AseAN region-
al Forum (ArF) will take place 
on september 12. VIET NAM NEWS/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Vietnamese Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs Nguyen Quoc Dung. 
VIETNAM NEWS AGENCY/VIET NAM NEWS
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e
FFOrts to promote 
the use of food tech-
nology to produce 
foodstuffs artificial-

ly have been launched with 
the aim of ensuring a stable 
food supply and preventing 
global warming. through 
technological innovation, it 
is hoped that products that 
are tasty and safe to eat will 
be realised.

examples of foodstuffs pro-
duced by food tech are plant-
based meat substitutes made 
from such agricultural prod-
ucts as soybeans, and cultured 
meat made from beef cells 
using advanced technology.

Alternative meat is widely 
used by eateries ranging from 
fast-food outlets to high-end 
restaurants in the Us and 
europe, which have taken a 
lead in the food-tech sector. 
It is also sold in some ham-
burger chains in Japan.

Japan’s ministry of Agricul-
ture, Forestry and Fisheries 
has set up a study group with 
food companies, universities, 
research institutes and other 
entities and compiled a 
report that stressed the 
importance of such efforts 
for Japan, which is highly 
dependent on food imports 
from foreign countries.

the ministry plans to 
launch a public-private coun-

cil soon to consider measures 
to create rules to ensure food 
quality and protect intellectu-
al property rights. It is desira-
ble for the ministry to closely 
examine issues to be tackled 
and take steps while listening 
to public opinions.

the primary objective for 
promoting the use of food 
technology is to prepare for 
possible food crises in the 
future.

the UN estimates that the 
world’s population will 
increase by more than 20 per 
cent to 9.7 billion in 2050. 

Growth in developing coun-
tries could result in shortages 
of food, especially meat, a 
protein source. technological 
development is expected to 
make it easier to mass-pro-
duce alternative meat and 
cultured meat compared to 
that from livestock.

the use of food technology 
also could help solve envi-
ronmental problems. meth-
ane gas emissions from the 
burps of cows are said to con-
tribute to global warming.

If alternative meat is pro-
duced mainly from soybeans, 

it can reduce the impact on 
the environment. such meat is 
low in calories and cholesterol, 
meeting the growing global 
trend of health consciousness.

An important point is to 
take appropriate measures to 
dispel consumer concerns 
about the safety of such food 
products.

In Japan, there is a high level 
of public demand for food safe-
ty. standards for quality and 
labeling should be clarified, 
and a certification system for 
business operators, among oth-
er rules, should be established.

producers are urged to 
continue their efforts to 
improve the quality of artifi-
cial food products in terms of 
taste and texture, among oth-
er things. It is also essential 
to curb the relatively high 
prices of such products.

Developing the industry will 
also be crucial. major meat 
companies have entered the 
alternative meat market. the 
University of tokyo and Nis-
sin Foods Holdings Co are 
conducting research to aim 
for the commercialisation of 
steaks made from cultured 
meat. Other areas, such as 
fish farming on land and 
genome-edited foods, are also 
likely to be studied further.

However, Japan’s annual 
investment in areas related to 
food technology is only about 
$94 million, compared to $8.9 
billion in the Us and $3.3 bil-
lion in China. Government 
support to encourage more 
private-sector investment is 
likely to be important.

Cup noodles were invented 
in Japan and traditional Japa-
nese cuisine has spread 
around the world. Incorporat-
ing characteristics of other 
countries’ cuisine, the nation’s 
diverse food culture is also 
popular among foreign visi-
tors to Japan. It is hoped that 
continuous efforts will be 
made in the food-tech sector 
to create a new culinary 
sphere. THE YOMIURI SHIMBUN 

(JAPAN)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

NeXt month will mark the 50th anni-
versary of diplomatic relations 
between China and Canada. As the 
two countries have had no conflicts of 
interests or historical disputes, the 
relationship, based on equality and 
mutual respect, has maintained a 
momentum of development over the 
past several decades, benefiting peo-
ple in the two countries tremendously.

thus it is sad to see the relation-
ship caught in unprecedented and 
unnecessary frostiness. ever since 
Dec 1, 2018, when Ottawa arrested 
Huawei chief financial officer meng 
Wanzhou at Vancouver Internation-
al Airport at the request of Washing-
ton seeking her extradition on fraud 

charges, ties have worsened.
meng and the Chinese telecommuni-

cations equipment giant have repeat-
edly denied any wrongdoing. Her 
detention is a political maneuver by the 
Us to blunt the Chinese company’s 
technological competitiveness globally 
using “long-arm jurisdiction”. this is 
evidenced by Us president Donald 
trump saying 10 days after her arrest 
that he would “certainly intervene” in 
meng’s case if he thought it would help 
forge a trade deal with China.

Unfortunately, Canada misjudged the 
situation and what it has chosen to do in 
relation to the case actually goes against 
its claims of judicial independence. by 
succumbing to pressure from the Us, it 

has unwisely become its accomplice. Of 
the dozens of countries the Us asked to 
help it detain meng, including its allies 
and those having bilateral extradition 
treaties with it, Canada is the only one 
that agreed to do so.

meng’s case is the only major obsta-
cle to an upturn in bilateral relations, 
and Ottawa is fully to blame for all 
that has evolved from its desire to 
appease the Us during the negotia-
tions on a deal to replace the North 
American Free trade Agreement.

In a meeting he requested with 
Chinese state Councilor and Foreign 
minister Wang Yi during Wang’s trip 
to Italy, Canadian Foreign minister 
Francois-philippe Champagne said 

Ottawa is willing to work with beijing 
to solve the current problems that 
hold back bilateral relations.

Over the past 50 years, China has 
always treasured its friendly and coop-
erative relationship with Canada and 
has never made any trouble to disrupt 
its development. Given that the two 
countries’ common ground far out-
weighs their differences, Canada should 
stand up to the Us and do the right 
thing so that relations can move for-
ward in a healthy and stable manner.

It is not too late for Ottawa to free 
itself from the shackles of third-party 
interference and mend its ties with 
China. All it needs to do is free meng. 
CHINA DAILY/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Opinion
Editorial

Promote alternative meat to ensure 
food supply, prevent global warming

Ottawa knows what to do to improve ties

If alternative meat is produced mainly from soybeans, it can reduce the impact on the environment. Such 
meat is low in calories and cholesterol, meeting the growing global trend of health consciousness. AfP
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bingo! arrives in style at phnom penh mall
Hong Raksmey

A 
bOArD gamer who honed 
his skills playing lotto for 
fun with his family during 
holidays, Heng pisey, 32, has 

turned his attention to a similar game 
where he can compete for prizes with 
strangers at Aeon mall 2 – bingo.

“It’s very similar to what Cambo-
dians play at home. the only differ-
ence is that at home, we use pieces 
shaken and drawn by hand from the 
bag while in bingo, a machine is used 
to mix the bingo balls,” pisey says. 

He says sometimes it’s played for mon-
ey, other times for prizes, and it’s even 
used in classrooms around the globe to 
teach children foreign languages.

the marketing director of pacific 
bingo, sC Koo, tells The Post: “this 
is a new form of entertainment in 
Cambodia. bingo is often used as 
an instructional tool in American 
schools and in teaching english as a 
foreign language in many countries.

“typically, the numbers [on the 
bingo card] are replaced with words, 
pictures, or math problems,” says 
Koo, a malaysian who has been work-
ing in the Cambodian travel industry 
on and off for the past 25 years, where 
he specialised in european tour pack-
ages for Cambodians visiting europe.

He says custom bingo programmes 
have allowed teachers and parents to 
play the game using their content.

Koo says tombola, a game that was 
used in Germany during the 19th cen-
tury to teach math, spelling and his-
tory operates on a similar concept.

“We believe bingo helps families 
bond, increases kids’ memories and 
focus, and provides endless enter-
tainment for groups of friends. It may 
even prevent parkinson’s Disease as 
the game requires focus,” he says.

At Aeon mall sen sok City, or Aeon 
mall 2 as it is also called, bingo is 
played for prizes and isn’t consid-
ered gambling, says Koo.

“bingo is a game of chance in which 
each player matches numbers print-
ed in different arrangements on cards 
with the numbers that the game host 
draws at random,” he says.

If the player’s card contains the 
number that is drawn, they mark the 
number on their card.

When a player marks a complete row 
of numbers, they call out “bingo!” to 
alert all participants to a winning card, 
which prompts the game host to exam-
ine the card for verification of the win. 

“Our prizes are mostly sponsored 
by tenants of Aeon mall 2 in terms 
of goods or vouchers to exchange for 
meals, goods or services. some are 
storybooks or health supplements. 
We want to encourage youngsters to 
read more and keep healthy,” he says.

Japanese businessman tommy 
Date founded Wow bingo in Cam-
bodia to provide people with some 
fun as they grapple with Covid-19.

Koo says that Date came across bin-
go while on a visit to the philippines 
last september, where he was taken 
aback to see the game so widely played 
there. He immediately travelled to the 
Us, where he reached an agreement 
to be the sole distributor of bingo ma-
chines and tickets for Indochina.

bingo machines are used to mix 
the ping-pong balls marked with 
numbers before a host pulls one and 
reveals it to the players.

Koo says: “since the Covid-19 pan-
demic started last December, coun-
tries all around the world have been 
affected and most businesses at shop-
ping malls have dropped. by introduc-
ing this new game, we hope to draw 
customers back to Aeon mall 2.”

At a friendly environment which 
resembles a restaurant, Wow bingo 
features a stage where a bingo ma-
chine sits and an emcee to entertain 
the audience and call the numbers.

Koo says: “every saturday and 
sunday, we have a live performance 
by our international entertainer mr 
Funky sueyoshi who goes live on Fa-
cebook in Cambodia and Japan.

“We are now seeking approval 
from the Aeon HQ in Japan to broad-
cast live shows in all Aeon malls in 
Cambodia, Japan, Vietnam, China, 
Indonesia, thailand and malaysia.”

Wow bingo has vowed to follow the 
safety regulations set by the ministry 
of Health concerning Covid-19.

“All staff has been instructed to 
comply [with the regulations] and to 
brief our customers to do the same. 
signage is displayed everywhere in the 
hall to remind customers about social 
distancing. We supply face masks and 
hand sanitisers,” Koo says.

Upcoming events, which are sub-
ject to approval from Aeon, he says, 
include a back to school event where 
winners will receive vouchers to ex-
change for their favourite books and 
a “Les Cocktails sunday brunch bin-
go” (for those 21 and above) where 
players can win a free brunch with 
cocktails.

Mr Funky Sueyoshi not only entertains players in person, he streams the games on Facebook Live. hean rangsey Kids compete for prizes handed out by tenants in Aeon Mall 2. hean rangsey

Wow Bingo features an open design which invites socialising, but Covid-19 prevention measures are in place. hean rangsey

Bingo, a widely used game in the US for entertainment and teaching, is relatively new to Cambodia. hean rangsey
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N A society where a pop-
ular saying urges women 
to “regard her son as her 
master and her husband 

as her god”, Buddhist nun Ke-
tumala is already an outlier.

The 40-year-old walked 
away from traditional expecta-
tions of marriage and children 
as a teenager, and has instead 
spent more than two decades 
as a fierce advocate for the im-
portance of women in religion.

The deep-red robes and 
shorn heads of Myanmar’s 
monks are internationally rec-
ognised, but the plight of the 
nation’s vast number of nuns, 
estimated to be in excess of 
60,000, is little documented.

An entrenched patriarchy – 
the belief women are inferior 
is common and discrimination 
is routine – means that nuns, 
who also shave their hair but 
wear pink, can face abuse.

“When a man enters into 
monkhood, people always 
applaud saying it is good for 
the religion and will make it 
better, but when a woman 
enters into nunhood, people 
always think it is because of a 
problem,” Ketumala explains. 

“They think it’s a place for 
women who are poor, old, 
sick, divorced, or need help 
for their life,” she adds.

Outspoken and rebellious, 
Ketumala is arguably the best 
known nun in Myanmar, hav-
ing founded the Dhamma 
School Foundation, which 
runs more than 4,800 Buddhist 
education centres for children 
throughout the country. 

But she warns that many 
nuns are still treated with 
contempt – the nunneries are 
run on donations but they do 

not command the reverence 
of monasteries and so strug-
gle with funding. 

In the worst cases, nuns are 
abused even for asking for 
alms that help them survive. 

“Sometimes they are harassed 
along the road,” she explains. 

Superstition and discrimination
Ketumala’s battle for recog-

nition and respect for nuns in 
Buddhism runs parallel to the 
broader challenge for women’s 
rights in modern Myanmar.

Aung San Suu Kyi might be 
the face of the nation, but her 
role at the apex of the civilian 
government belies the lack of 
female representation in posi-
tions of power in the country.

Only 10.5 per cent of mem-
bers of Parliament are women, 
although there are signs the 
ratio might improve after the 
November election. 

Laws are often made by 

men, for men, and rights ac-
tivists have warned that in 
wider society violence against 
women is so pervasive it is re-
garded as normal. 

Superstitions surrounding 
women are widespread: It is 
frowned upon to wash women’s 
clothes with men’s – even with-
in the same family – for fear the 
men will lose their masculinity.

In religious life, women are 
banned from entering certain 
Buddhist sites or temples and 
are told never to sit above men.

Ketumala says she has little 
power to bring about all the 
changes she would like to see.

“The decision for entire affairs 
about the nuns comes down 
from the monks,” she explains. 

Even creating the foundation 
was a fight – she says monks 
she initially approached for 
support would not back her, 
even though they thought it 
was a good idea. 

She says: “For me it was 
doing good things together 
for the religion and for the 
country. But what I realised 
was that the monks have egos 
. . . they didn’t want to be in-
volved and implement be-
cause it was a nun’s idea.”

Even when the project 
launched, she could not be 
appointed to its executive, 
instead given the role of ‘sec-
retary’, and was ultimately 
forced to resign as monks took 
control of its management. 

Mastery of the mind
Ketumala admits she was 

not interested in religion in her 
youth, but found her path to 
enlightenment through reading 
about Buddhist philosophies, 
crediting Sayarday U Zawti Ka’s 
tome A House Where Mindful-
ness Is with giving her clarity. 

“I used to think success was 
measured with materials – 

titles and property – but later 
I found out that those who 
can control and master the 
mind are the only successful 
people,” she says. 

Her family were against her 
becoming a nun, fearing she 
would end up an outcast, 
and refused to speak to her 
for years – though they have 
since been reconciled. 

She pushed ahead despite the 
opposition, even securing two 
degrees in Buddhist Studies as 
she completed her training. 

Ketumala concedes there 
is no hope of achieving equal 
status with monks – some 
historians say that nuns were 
once ordained in Theravada 
Buddhism, practised in Myan-
mar and much of Southeast 
Asia, but as the practice died 
out more than a 1,000 years 
ago there is no way to revive it. 

Nonetheless she is deter-
mined to make a difference 

for the tens of thousands of 
religious women in the coun-
try so they can “better utilise 
their abilities”. 

In 2016, she launched 
an empowerment training 
scheme for younger nuns, 
and is planning to create an 
organisation that will teach 
subjects such as the art of 
leadership and management. 

“The institute will provide 
the skills they need outside 
nunnery, particularly for the 
development of their com-
munity,” she explains. 

Ketumala believes the best 
way to drive change is to find 
allies and friends across soci-
ety, including monks, rather 
than creating “enemies” so has 
taken a soft approach to tack-
ling female marginalisation.

She adds: “Conservatives are 
everywhere, so the situation 
doesn’t give much space to ask 
for women rights.” afp
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The Buddhist nun challenging misogyny 
Buddhist nun Ketumala credits reading U Zawti Ka’s A House Where Mindfulness Is with insipiring her to lead a religious life. afp

Ketumala is taking a soft approach to breaking down patriarchal beliefs in Myanmar. afp Ketumala plans on creating an organisation to teach leadership and management. afp
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Front of a boat
  5 La ___ (Italian opera house)
 10 Fully qualified
 14 Name on many jeans’ labels
 15 He was pied in Hamelin
 16 Use a cat-o’-nine-tails on
 17 Genesis garden
 18 Manner of speech
 19 “Can’t complain”
 20 Many are guarded
 23 Had children, old-style
 24 Place for a watch
 25 Cut the fat
 28 Coal locale
 30 Petri dish content
 31 At right angles, in sailing
 33 Fond du ___, Wisc.
 36 Agree to wed
 40 Beast that bore Balaam
 41 Commando incursions
 42 Equine dinner
 43 “The Golden ___” (Drake’s ship)
 44 Stagecoach robber
 46 Bowling rentals
 49 “All kidding ___ ...”

 51 Have nowhere to go but up
 57 Babble on
 58 Store-hours word
 59 5-Across highlight
 60 With the bow, musically
 61 Part of some chains
 62 Place for figure eights
 63 One who changes colors
 64 Wrongful acts, in law
 65 Ox-cessory?
DOWN
  1 Naval Academy freshman
  2 Provide with a new look
  3 Dreaded word on “The Price  

Is Right”
  4 It might cause rosy cheeks
  5 Poinsettia, for one
  6 Pancho’s TV amigo
  7 No longer together
  8 Big name in construction
  9 Hawkish god
 10 Maintain to be true
 11 Russian pancake
 12 Has a hankering (for)
 13 Discharge, as undigested waste
 21 Common Market, for short
 22 Recipient of many questions

 25 Hindu noble
 26 Hollywood giants?
 27 Banquet speaker’s spot
 28 Puts in rollers, as hair
 29 Ability to distinguish pitch
 31 At the center of
 32 Poorly behaved
 33 Laundry measure
 34 Prefix with trust or social
 35 Dermatological diagnosis, 

sometimes
 37 Emerald Isle folk
 38 Bert’s fictional twin sister
 39 Like some rewards
 43 Trojan War hero
 44 Sworn-upon stack
 45 “Without further ___ ...”
 46 Expensive violin, for short
 47 White-haired with age
 48 An ___ of prevention ...
 49 He may play a part
 50 Woman’s garment
 52 What stainless steel doesn’t do
 53 More than suspicious of
 54 Foursome minus one
 55 Pig sound
 56 Produce

“A BUT?” 

Tuesday’s solution

Tuesday’s solution

Lifestyle

Baltic herring, known as surstromming in Swedish, has become popular on YouTube, where videos can be 
found of curious foodies attempting to stomach the stinky Swedish delicacy. AFP

Chef Malin Soderstrom’s seaside restaurant, in the village of Skarsa north of Stockholm, is based in a former 
herring processing factory. AFP

pungent swedish fish 
dish is no joke in skarsa
A

s CHeF malin sod-
erstrom opened the 
can, the trapped air 
escaped with a hiss 

and filled the balcony of her 
waterside restaurant with the 
pungent odour of sweden’s 
infamous delicacy, surstrom-
ming.

Likened to the smell of rot-
ten eggs, surstromming – fer-
mented herring – has gained a 
following online where daring 
gastronomes film themselves 
trying the seafood, which 
should be opened outdoors be-
cause of the stench, and prefer-
ably underwater in a bucket.

From her seaside restaurant 
in the small fishing village of 
skarsa more than 200km north 
of stockholm based in a former 
herring processing factory, 
soderstrom tries to defend the 
delicacy’s reputation.

“the sourness with the salt-
iness together with the bread, 
potato and butter and onion, 
it’s just fantastic,” the 51-
year-old said outside the res-
taurant, dressed in her black 
chef’s uniform.

soderstrom’s grandparents 
lived in one of the village’s 
squat red-wood fishermen’s 
houses near the water and 
she ate surstromming, direct-
ly translated “sour herring”, 
from childhood.

Herring caught in the bal-

tic are salted after being 
caught and left to ferment for 
months in barrels before they 
are canned.

surstromming hails from 
northern sweden, where it is 
most commonly eaten, but 
tins of the seafood are avail-
able from most large super-
markets across sweden.

In recent years a museum 
has been dedicated to the 
divisive dish, and some res-
taurants dedicate a whole day 
to eating it to avoid offending 
other customers’ noses.

but with customers down 
due to Covid-19, soderstrom 
and her sister Anna called off 
their own surstromming day 
this year. 

Instead they organised a 
small demonstration of how 
the dish should be enjoyed, 
inviting a handful of friends 
and colleagues to sample the 
culinary delight.

Opening the cans away from 
their tables, soderstrom served 
it to the visitors on swedish flat 
bread along with chopped red 
onions, boiled potatoes, dill, 
tomatoes, chives, sour cream 
and hard cheese.

A ‘strong taste’
taking a break from the 

kitchen, 25-year-old chef Jo-
seph Netzler tried the fish for 
the first time, sniffing it cau-

tiously before tasting it with 
hard bread, dill and potatoes.

“It smelt a lot better than 
I thought it would, and the 
taste was good. It was kind 
of strong, kind of umami,” 
he said, sitting on the restau-
rant’s balcony overlooking the 
village’s small harbour.

“I think I’ve had my fill for a 
while,” he said, but added he 
might try it again in “one or 
two years”.

soderstrom was bemused 
by Youtube videos of non-
swedes opening cans of sur-
stromming indoors and trying 
to eat it whole with no accom-
paniments, often struggling 
to stomach the smell.

In one such video, a group 
of friends in the Us opened 
the can at a table indoors, 
retching and choking before 
eventually trying the fish.

“the smell, you can’t get 
over it, but the taste is just 
slimy,” one of the challengers 
said with a grimace after nib-
bling a piece of the herring 
with no accompaniments.

“Of course they think it’s dis-
gusting,” soderstrom said with 
a smile. “I would think that as 
well if I had it the same way.”  

“the whole meal is really 
important. Who you’re eating 
with, where you’re eating and 
how you’re eating it. I want to 
keep that alive,” she said. AFP 



World No1 Dustin Johnson 
capped a two-under-par 68 
with a birdie at the last to seal 
a three-stroke victory in the US 
PGA Tour Championship and 
earn the $15 million FedEx 
Cup playoff title on Sunday.

Johnson finished with a 21-un-
der-par total at East Lake Golf 
Club in Atlanta – three shots 
clear of Americans Xander 
Schauffele and Justin Thomas.

“I hit the fairways when I need-
ed to coming down the stretch,” 
said Johnson, who started the 
day with a five-shot lead.

He rolled in an 18-foot bird-
ie putt at the third, a 10-footer 
at the fifth and a three-footer 
at the sixth.

But bogeys at the seventh 
and eighth – where he was in 
a fairway bunker – opened the 
door just a crack for Thomas 
and Schauffele.

Neither could do enough, 
never getting the deficit below 
two strokes as  Johnson parred 
nine straight.

That run included a 21-foot 
par-saving putt at the 13th, 
where he was in the left rough 
off the tee and right of the green 
and hit a poor chip but drained 
the putt to push his lead back 
to three over Schauffele.

“He made that putt, which I 
didn’t,” said Schauffele, who 
bogeyed the 13th. “That was a 
pinnacle moment, I think.”

“Obviously it’s a very tough 
trophy to win. This time I did 
control my own destiny, I knew 
what I had to do.

“But I still had to go out and 
play well today. I had a lot of 
great players right behind me 
and they played some good golf 
today. I knew I was going to 
have to come down the stretch 
and hit some golf shots.”

He was in the fairway at the 
par-five 18th, but his approach 
hit the bank in front of the 
green and bounced back into 
the greenside bunker. He blast-
ed out to five feet and made the 
putt for a closing birdie.

The 36-year-old claimed his 
23rd US PGA Tour title and his 
third since the tour resumed in 
June after a three-month coro-
navirus shutdown.

He’s the first overall points 
leader since 2009 to win the 
season-ending showdown for 
the $15 million playoff prize.

Johnson had a head start 
coming into Eastlake. He began 
the week on 10-under thanks to 
his season points edge.

Spain’s second-ranked Jon 
Rahm was next on 8-under 
with third-ranked Thomas on 
7-under and others up to 10 
shots adrift in the staggered 
start system.

‘Dialed in’
Rahm, who edged Johnson 

in a playoff at the BMW Cham-
pionship a week earlier, fin-
ished alone in third on 17-un-
der after closing with his 
second straight 66.

Schauffele actually had the 
week’s lowest 72-hole total of 

15-under 265, but under the 
staggered start format he start-
ed the week seven adrift.

Johnson played 72 holes in 
11-under 269.

Prior to his dramatic near 
miss at the BMW Champion-
ship, Johnson won the Northern 
Trust by 11 strokes to seize the 
world No1 ranking.

In June, he won the Travel-

ers Championship – his first 
title since February 2019.

“I’m definitely playing prob-
ably the best I’ve ever played,” 
the 2016 US Open champion 
said. “I really feel like every-
thing is dialed in pretty well.”

The Tour Championship 
marked the official end of the 
US tour’s pandemic-disrupted 
2019-2020 season.

The 2020-21 season starts 
this week with the Safeway 
Open, and while Johnson 
won’t be there he and the 
world’s other top golfers won’t 
be settling down for some rest 
with the rescheduled US Open 
coming up at Winged Foot 
September 17-20.

“You’ve only got a few days,” 
Johnson said. afp
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Djokovic: Slam star but never people’s champ
N

OVAK Djokovic has 
secured a place 
among the Grand 
Slam greats, but 

his sometimes brooding 
character means he has never 
acquired the affectionate fol-
lowing of squeaky-clean rival 
Roger Federer.

The 33-year-old world No1 
has been heavily criticised 
after he was disqualified from 
the US Open on Sunday for 
accidentally striking a female 
line judge with a ball.

It made Djokovic one of a 
handful of players to be de-
faulted from the men’s singles 
tournament of a Grand Slam 
since John McEnroe was infa-
mously tossed from the Aus-
tralian Open in 1990.

Djokovic said he was “ex-
tremely sorry” but the incident 
marked another low point in a 
roller-coaster 2020 for the Serb 
who courted controversy with 
his Adria Tour event which re-
sulted in several players – in-
cluding himself – becoming 
infected with Covid-19.

In many ways, the events of 
recent months are emblem-
atic of his career, which has 
yielded 17 Grand Slam titles – 
just three behind the all-time 
record of Federer, who is six 
years older.

Djokovic grew up while 
NATO bombs were falling on 
Serbia, but despite that dif-
ficult start to his life he has 
gone on to pocket career 
earnings of nearly $144 mil-
lion in prize money alone.

However, he appears doomed 
never to be held in the same 
saintly esteem as Federer or 
Rafael Nadal, the undisputed 
‘people’s champions’ of tennis.

There are those that see 
something a little more calcu-
lating in the Djokovic make-
up, an intense, brooding 
presence prone to affectation 
and fads and a little too “new 
age” for most tastes.

Nick Kyrgios has ridiculed the 

Serb’s post-victory “cup of love” 
gesture as “cringeworthy”.

Never short of an opinion, 
the Australian has also ac-
cused Djokovic of desperately 
needing to be liked.

Kyrgios led the criticism of 
Djokovic’s ill-advised Adria Tour 
in June as “bone-headed”.

All had seemed set fair for 
Djokovic this year before the 
lockdown in March.

He had secured a record 
eighth Australian Open and 
was on an 18-0 winning streak 
– that run had stretched to 
26-0 until Sunday’s default.

But in the space of a few 
months, his character and 
reputation have come crash-

ing down.
First of all, he was criticised 

for breaking lockdown rules 
to train in Spain.

He then invited derision 
for insisting emotions can 
change the quality of water 
while almost simultaneously 
insisting that he would not be 
prepared to vaccinate against 
the coronavirus.

‘He has everything’ 
When he described limits on 

players’ entourages at the US 
Open as “extreme” and “im-
possible”, Djokovic found him-
self in the crosshairs again for 
being entitled in a world and 
sport trying to pull together.

However, few can doubt 
Djokovic’s resolve.

Two years ago, his career 
was in the doldrums.

Unable to shake off the lin-
gering effects of elbow sur-
gery, he suffered a shock early 
exit at 2018 Roland Garros.

With his ranking outside 
the top 20 for the first time in 
12 years, Djokovic threatened 
to skip Wimbledon.

He changed his mind and 
with his career suddenly reju-
venated, he swept to a fourth 
title at the All England Club.

That was swiftly followed by 
more triumphs at the US and 
Australian Opens.

Only an inspired Dominic 

Thiem at the French Open in 
2019 prevented him becoming 
just the second man in history 
to hold all four Slams at the 
same time on two occasions.

No matter, just weeks later, 
he captured a fifth Wimbledon 
in a record five-set final against 
Federer, saving two champion-
ship points in the process.

“Novak has everything to 
make records in this sport,” 
said fellow player Juan Martin 
del Potro.

Djokovic captured the first 
of his 17 majors at the Austra-
lian Open in 2008, but it was 
three years before he added 
his second.

He dropped gluten from his 

diet, his lithe physique allow-
ing him to chase down lost 
causes, transforming him into 
the rubber man of tennis.

After leading Serbia to a 
maiden Davis Cup in 2010, he 
raced through the first half of 
2011, building up a 48-1 win-
ning run.

Only a semi-final defeat at 
the French Open prevented 
him from becoming just the 
third man to capture a calen-
dar Grand Slam.

Despite that, he still finished 
2011 with a 70-6 win-loss re-
cord, a haul of 10 tournament 
victories and year-end No1 
for the first time.

Back-to-back Australian 
Opens followed in 2012 and 
2013, although the French 
Open remained frustratingly 
out of reach with three heart-
breaking finals losses until his 
2016 breakthrough.

In Paris that year, he be-
came the first player to break 
through the $100 million bar-
rier in prize money.

The year before, he won 11 
titles and compiled a win-loss 
record of 82-6.

Off court, Djokovic married 
long-time girlfriend and high 
school sweetheart Jelena Ris-
tic in July 2014.

They have two children, a 
son Stefan and daughter Tara.

But on the court, his role as 
pantomime villain seems des-
tined to leave him typecast.

“It doesn’t mean that fans 
hate me and it certainly 
doesn’t mean that I need to 
turn Serbia against the rest of 
the world just because fewer 
people support me in Grand 
Slam finals,” he said.

When the All England Club 
crowd was noisily willing on 
Federer in last year’s Wimble-
don final, Djokovic turned the 
adversity in his favour.

“When they chanted ‘Roger, 
Roger’ I willed myself into 
believing they were chanting 
‘Novak, Novak’,” he said. afp

Novak Djokovic walks off the court after being disqualified from the US Open – another blow for a player with an image problem. getty images/afp

Johnson capped a two-under-par 68 with a birdie at the last to seal a three-stroke victory. getty images/afp

Dustin Johnson wins 
PGA Tour Championship 
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brAYDeN point scored twice 
and delivered three assists 
as the tampa bay Lightning 
trounced the New York Is-
landers 8-2 in game one of 
the NHL eastern Conference 
final on monday.

Nikita Kucherov added one 
goal and four assists for the 
Lightning, who looked rested, 
not rusty, after nearly a week 
off since their series win over 
the boston bruins.

Yanni Gourde scored twice, 
Victor Hedman had a goal 
and two assists, and Andrei 
Vasilevskiy made 23 saves for 
second-seeded tampa bay.

“We’re playing so well,” 
point said. “We’re playing with 
structure, we’re playing re-
sponsible with the puck, we’re 
making the right plays. I think 
our team has been so good.” 

New York goaltender 
thomas Greiss allowed three 
goals on nine shots before he 
was pulled at 10:46 of the 
first period.

He was replaced by semyon 
Varlamov, who made 20 saves 
for the sixth-seeded Island-
ers, who wrapped up a 4-3 
series win over the philadel-
phia Flyers on saturday, then 
travelled from toronto to the 
NHL’s second playoff hub in 
edmonton, Alberta.

“this game, we’ll wash it 
away,” Islanders coach barry 
trotz said. “We’ve lost some 
heartbreakers in overtime, 
some real hard matches and 
all that. sometimes you get 
it handed to you like we did 
today.”

Game two is on Wednes-
day in edmonton, where all 
games in the conference fi-
nals and the stanley Cup final 
will be played.

point put the Lightning up 
1-0 1:14 into the first period, 
driving across the crease 
and shooting past the out-
stretched pad of Greiss.

“We haven’t played for a 
week, and you were wonder-
ing how the start was going to 
be,” Hedman said. “And then 
[point] went out and did that.”

Jordan eberle scored a 
power-play goal to tie it 1-1 
at 4:33 before Hedman gave 
the Lightning a 2-1 advantage 
with a power-play goal at 8:12 
of the first.

ryan mcDonagh’s slap shot 
made it 3-1 at 10:46.

Gourde got to a loose puck 
in the crease to stretch the 
lead to 4-1 at 4:03 of the sec-
ond and point made it 5-1 
when he redirected a shot 
from Hedman on a power 
play at 13:18.

Kucherov made it 6-1 when 
he converted a pass from 
point on a 2-on-1 at 5:51 of 
the third period. 

After Nick Leddy cut it to 
6-2 palat scored for the fifth 
straight game to make it 7-2, 
and Gourde scored a power-
play goal for the final 8-2 
margin.

the Lightning matched 
their playoff goal-scoring re-
cord, first set in an 8-2 win 
over pittsburgh in the first 
round in 2011.

but Lightning coach Jon 
Cooper said he expected 
the Islanders to make things 
more difficult in game two 
of the best-of-seven series, 
which will send the winner to 
the stanley Cup final.

“they’re a proud group,” 
he said. “I don’t expect them 
to roll over for us. It’s just one 
game.” afp

Lightning strike 
for 8-2 win over 
Isles in opener

Clippers out-gun Nuggets, 
Celtics push raptors to brink
p

AUL GeOrGe scored 32 
points and the Los An-
geles Clippers turned 
up the heat defensively 

monday in a 113-107 victory 
over the Denver Nuggets for 
a 2-1 lead in the NbA Western 
Conference semi-finals.

Kawhi Leonard added 23 
points, 14 rebounds and six as-
sists for the Clippers, coming 
up big on both ends of the floor 
as Los Angeles powered to the 
finish in the see-saw battle.

Denver, blown out in game 
one but coming off a con-
vincing game-two victory, led 
78-68 midway through a third 
quarter that featured nine 
lead changes.

It was tied up at 101-101 with 
less than five minutes remain-
ing and the Clippers closed it 
out with a 12-6 scoring run.

“the game came down to 
one of the two teams was going 
to play some defense,” Clippers 
coach Doc rivers said. 

“For three and a half quar-
ters both teams were basi-
cally scoring and the last six 
minutes it was our defense.”

Leonard contributed a 
breathtaking block, reaching 
to deny Jamal murray’s dunk 
attempt with his fingertips at 
the rim with 1:47 left to play.

“that play by Kawhi was amaz-
ing,” rivers said. “I don’t even 
know where he came from.”

Nikola Jokic scored 32 
points with 12 rebounds and 
eight assists for Denver and 
murray scored 14.

the Nuggets had their chanc-
es late, but after Denver took a 
97-90 lead early in the fourth 
quarter the Clippers came back 
with eight straight points.

Ivica Zubac’s dunk – as-
sisted by Leonard – tied it at 
101-101 and he followed with 
a free throw to give the Clip-

pers the lead for good.
“We got stops,” George said. 

“It’s going to be a battle, [Den-
ver] is a great offensive team.

“We’re up for the challenge.”

‘Job isn’t done’ 
there was no suspense in the 

boston Celtics’ 111-89 blowout 
victory over the toronto rap-
tors, which pushed the reigning 
NbA champions to the brink 
of elimination in the eastern 
Conference semi-finals.

the Celtics, who had lost 
two straight as the raptors 
clawed their way back into 
the best-of-seven series, took 
a 3-2 lead and can clinch a 
place in the conference finals 
with a win on Wednesday.

they dominated defensively 
to hold the raptors to 20 per 
cent shooting in the first quar-
ter, emerging from the open-
ing period with a 25-11 lead.

the raptors never recovered 

from the early body blow.
the Celtics’ 37 points in 

the second quarter were two 
more than the raptors man-
aged in all of the first half.

they trailed 62-35 at half-
time, and despite a notice-
able uptick of energy to start 
the third, there was too much 
ground to make up.

“the job isn’t done,” said 
Jaylen brown, who led all scor-
ers with 27 points. He grabbed 
six rebounds and made three 
of boston’s five steals. “We’ve 
got to come out and play with 
the same intensity.”

Kemba Walker added 21 
points, four rebounds and 
seven assists, Jayson tatum 
delivered 18 points and 10 re-
bounds, Daniel theis and re-
serve brad Wanamaker scored 
15 apiece and marcus smart 
chipped in 12 for the Celtics.

boston coach brad stevens 
kept his starters in for much 

of the fourth quarter, com-
fortably keeping the lead in 
double digits.

Fred VanVleet led the rap-
tors with 18 points, Kyle Low-
ry and pascal siakam scored 
10 apiece.

OG Anunoby, who drained 
the buzzer-beating three-
pointer that gave the raptors 
their first win of the series 
in game three, scored seven 
points – all in the first quarter.

“Our offense, we didn’t make 
shots, we weren’t aggressive 
enough,” Lowry said. “they 
were very comfortable from 
the jump. We weren’t as asser-
tive as we should have been.”

Lowry brushed off suggestions 
that the raptors were feeling the 
effects of the every-other-day 
schedule in the NbA’s quaran-
tine bubble in Orlando, Florida.

“Nope,” he said when asked 
if fatigue played a part. “We just 
didn’t play well enough.” afp

LA’s Paul George scored 32 in a 113-107 victory over Denver. getty images/afp

Thailand withdrew from badminton’s Thomas and Uber Cups after former world champion Ratchanok Intanon and other 
players pulled out over coronavirus fears. afp

thailand out of badminton showpiece over Covid-19 concerns
tHAILAND have withdrawn from bad-
minton’s thomas and Uber Cups after 
former world champion ratchanok 
Intanon and other players pulled out 
over coronavirus fears, an official and 
her coach said.

taiwan – the team of women’s world 
number one tai tzu-ying – and Australia 
are also skipping the tournaments, which 
will be played in a bio-secure ‘bubble’ in 
Denmark in October, the badminton 
World Federation said.

the twice-postponed thomas and Uber 
Cups, the men’s and women’s world team 
championships, will be the first interna-
tional tournaments since the pandemic 
brought badminton to a halt in march.

thailand had blamed its withdrawal on 
“special circumstances related to Covid-
19 in addition to injuries to key players”, 
the bWF said in a statement.

badminton Association of thailand 
president patama Leeswadtrakul said 
separately the decision was triggered by 
the withdrawal of several players.

“Despite Denmark’s strict measures and 
procedures applied to players . . . it’s under-

standable for some of the full-team players 
to withdraw because they are concerned 
about the pandemic,” she said.

ratchanok’s coach patpapol Ngensrisuk 
told AFp that the world No5 was worried 
about catching coronavirus ahead of next 
year’s postponed tokyo Olympics.

“ratchanok is very concerned about 
Covid-19 because she has already quali-
fied for the Olympics. so if she contracts 
the virus, then she is worried about her 
future [at the Games],” patpapol said.

“Her main goal right now is the Olym-
pics.”

However, India’s pV sindhu, one of the 
world’s highest earning female athletes, has 
reversed her decision to skip the Uber Cup.

sindhu had previously pulled out citing 
a family function, but she has now 
changed her plans following a request 
from India’s badminton association.

two other tournaments will be held in 
Denmark after the thomas and Uber 
Cups on October 3-11, followed by three 
in consecutive weeks from November 10 
in Asia, at locations that are yet to be 
announced. afp
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