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Mom Kunthear

T
HE Permanent Mis-
sion of the Kingdom of 
Cambodia to the UN in 
Geneva expressed its 

disapproval with a social media 
post published on Tuesday by 
the Office of the UN High Com-
missioner for Human Rights 
(OHCHR) in Phnom Penh, say-

ing the post used quotes from a 
UN Secretary-General (UNSG) 
report out of context.

In the report, Cambodian 
police officers are accused of 
intimidating and retaliating 
against NGOs at events by ar-
riving uninvited, taking lists 
of participants’ names, taking 
pictures and making inquiries 
about the NGOs’ agendas and 

the people involved.  
In a statement released on 

Wednesday, the Cambodian 
Mission said the UNSG re-
port relied extensively on 
one-sided and unverified 
narratives of UN Special Rap-
porteur on Human Rights in 
Cambodia Rhona Smith.

The Mission said the Cambo-
dian government always takes 

any claim brought before it se-
riously. As an example, it noted 
its timely clarifications to the 
UNSG report, which were pub-
lished in Annex I (paragraph 
19, page 23) of the report. 

The Mission said the sincer-
ity and motivation of the OH-
CHR should be questioned 

Gov’t slams OHCHR 
over UNSG’s report 

ContInueD – page 2

Takeo workers get wages from auction
Long Kimmarita

MORE than 1,000 textile work-
ers in Takeo province were paid 
after the sale of equipment 
from the defunct Hong Sen 
Textile (Cambodia) Co Ltd.

The workers had been pro-
testing since September 9 
and blocked the road in front 
of the factory in Prohot vil-
lage, Donkeo town, on Sep-
tember 25. 

The protest prompted the 
Ministry of Labour and Voca-

tional Training to intervene. The 
workers were given two options 
– a lawsuit or an alternative out-
of-court settlement via a fac-
tory equipment auction. 

Provincial Department of 
Labour director Moeung 
Virya told The Post on Thurs-
day all workers opted for the 
auction option.

“We monitored the bidding 
to make sure it was conduct-
ed legally to protect the 
workers’ interests. The prob-
lem was solved smoothly and 

properly,” Virya said.
Virya said because the 

1,285 workers were from two 
factories owned by the same 
owner – one had 906 workers 
and the other had 379 – the 
auctions were held based on 
the workers’ consent.   

Six companies participated 
in the bidding, and the TK 
Company won the auction 
with an offer of $138,999 for 
the larger factory and $43,000 
for the smaller one. 

Each worker at the large 

factory received $150 and 
those at the smaller one 
between $100 and $200 based 
on their positions. 

Cambodia Federation of 
Labour Unions president Sear 
Sorn, who facilitated the dis-
pute, told The Post on Thurs-
day the workers at the two 
factories received their com-
pensation without objection. 

The Hong Sen textile com-
pany had been operating for 
eight years, exporting under-
wear and baby clothes. ContInueD – page 11

Martyrs’ Day
attendees gather at the Monument to the people’s Heroes during a wreath-laying ceremony to honour deceased national heroes on Martyrs’ 
Day in beijing’s tiananmen square on Wednesday. AFP

DNA from 
early man 
increases 
Covid risk
COVID-19 patients with a 
snippet of Neanderthal 
DNA that crossed into the 
human genome some 
60,000 years ago run a high-
er risk of severe complica-
tions from the disease, 
researchers have reported.

People infected with the 
new coronavirus, for example, 
who carry the genetic coding 
bequeathed by our early 
human cousins are three times 
more likely to need mechani-
cal ventilation, according to a 
study published on Wednes-
day in Nature.

There are many reasons 
why some people with Cov-
id-19 wind up in intensive 
care and other have only light 
symptoms, or none at all.

Advanced age, being a 
man, and pre-existing med-
ical problems can all 
increase the odds of a seri-
ous outcome.

But genetic factors can 
also play a role, as the new 
findings makes clear.

“It is striking that the 
genetic heritage from Nean-
derthals has such tragic 
consequences during the 
current pandemic,” said co-
author Svante Paabo, direc-
tor of the department of 
genetics at the Max Planck 
Institute for Evolutionary 
Anthropology.

Recent research by the 
Covid-19 Host Genetics Ini-
tiative revealed that a genet-
ic variant in a particular 
region of chromosome 3 – 
one of 23 chromosomes in 
the human genome – is 
associated with more severe 
forms of the disease.

That same region was 
known to harbour genetic 
code of Neanderthal ori-
gins, so Paabo and co-au-
thor Hugo Zeberg, also from 
Max Planck, decided to look 
for a link with Covid-19.

They found that a Neander-
thal individual from southern 
Europe carried an almost 
identical genetic segment, 
which spans some 50,000 so-
called base pairs, the primary 
building blocks of DNA.

Tellingly, two Neanderthals 
found in southern Siberia, 
along with a specimen from 
another early human species 
that also wandered Eurasia,
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because the quotes used in its social 
media post were taken out of context 
and made no mention of the govern-
ment’s responses.

this act will undermine the cred-
ibility, integrity and independence 
of the oHcHr, it said.

“the assertion that those coop-
erating with the UN human rights 
mechanisms are intimidated or re-
taliated against is an exaggeration. 
Like other countries, the presence of 
police officers in the vicinity of vari-
ous events should not be construed 
as a threat, intimidation or disrup-
tion. they simply fulfil their duty to 
prevent any arising chaos or insecu-
rity,” the statement read. 

the Mission reiterated the govern-
ment’s commitment to addressing 
any arising challenges of civil soci-
ety organisations (cSos) through 
national and sub-national mecha-
nisms, including regular partner-
ship forums. 

the UNSG report said Smith de-
scribed incidents where the police 
would appear uninvited at events, 
trainings or meetings. they would 
then take photographs and inquire 
about the event’s organisers and its 
agenda. Police would also ask for 
a list of names of participants and 
cSo representatives.

In the report, UN member states 
are encouraged to publicly express 
unequivocal support for the right of 
people to unhindered access to and 
communication with international 
bodies.  the UNSG also called on 
member states to raise awareness 
among civil servants and other State 
actors on reprisals and intimidation 
by providing training and issuing in-
ternal guidance.

theng Savoeun, the director of 
the NGo coalition of cambodian 
Farmer community (ccFc), told 
The Post on thursday that before 
levelling criticism, the UNSG always 
researches the matter to ascertain 
if the criticisms are correct. He said 
the report was based on standard 
documents stipulated in the UN. 

He said: “According to the situa-
tion in the past and the mention [of 
cambodia] by the UN secretary-
general, I see that it [the report] 
is correct. Hence, for [cambodia] 
not to be mentioned or reported, 
I want the minister of interior to 
advise all officials to adhere con-
sistently to international legal 
standards as well as cambodian 
laws. otherwise, repeated men-
tions will still be made. It gives 
cambodia a bad reputation on the 
international stage.”

UNSG report 
one-sided, an  
‘exaggeration’

UNeSco: covid morphs education
Voun Dara

A 
receNt UNeSco press 
release said covid-19 has 
affected more than 200,000 
teachers and school per-

sonnel in cambodia and teachers 
have had to adapt to new teaching 
styles to cope with the pandemic.

Issued in the context of World 
teacher’s Day on october 5 under 
the theme “Smart teachers for Digi-
tal education”, the press release said 
covid-19 has affected nearly 1.6 bil-
lion learners at all levels and 63 mil-
lion primary and secondary teach-
ers in more than 190 countries. 

In cambodia, 113,000 school per-
sonnel, including 93,225 teachers, 
were affected.

“Following school closures on 
March 16, 2020, and the launch of 
the Ministry of education, Youth 
and Sport’s continuous learning pro-
gramme, teachers rose to the chal-
lenge. Within a very short period of 
time, teachers, the frontline work-
ers of the education sector, had to 
adapt to new, challenging methods 
of teaching,” the press release said.

UNeSco said teachers had to 
adapt to new, challenging methods 
of teaching and learning by incor-
porating distance learning meth-
ods into their practice and making 
home-visits to their students to en-
sure they continue to learn.

tin chhaysreng, a teacher at Kok 
banhchoan Primary School in cha-
om chao commune, in Phnom Penh’s 
Por Sen chey district, said during the 
pandemic, teaching and learning had 
changed per new guidance of the min-
istry. the school, he explained, had to 
take documents from the ministry to 
bring to students at their homes each 
week. teachers had to monitor stu-
dents’ learning and assignments. 

“We let the students come to take 
documents for home education ev-

ery Saturday. We also get old assign-
ments handed to them on the past 
Saturday for checking.  We don’t 
teach the students directly, so they 
have difficulty studying,” he said.

chhaysreng said during the pan-
demic, teachers were paid their sal-
aries as normal.  

on Wednesday, the education min-
istry announced that it will mark 
World teacher’s Day on Monday under 
the theme “Smart teachers for Digital 
education” at the National Institute of 
education with teachers, education 
staff, the Khmer Academic Staff Asso-
ciation, the cambodian Higher educa-
tion Association and representatives of 
relevant development partners. 

education ministry spokesman 
ros Soveacha said on thursday that 
there are about 120,000 employed 
teachers in the Kingdom. the minis-

try focused on promoting qualifica-
tions and living standards of teach-
ers to elevate education quality as 
stipulated in the education Strategic 
Plan 2019–2023. Hopefully, teachers 
intend to join the government in de-
veloping human resources to turn 
cambodia into a developed coun-
try by 2025 and an upper-middle-
income country by 2030. 

Soveacha said: “In this context, 
teachers play a crucial role in elevat-
ing learning and teaching quality, es-
pecially in the context of covid-19.”

He added that in 2015, teach-
ers were paid between 500,000 
($122) and 1.2 million riel ($293) 
per month. this year, teachers were 
paid between 1.2 million riel and 2.1 
million riel per month. 

“the education ministry would like 
to thank teachers, professors, aca-

demic staff at all levels and relevant 
sides for making efforts to fulfil their 
duties responsibly and with a patriotic 
conscience. this effort contributes 
mainly to elevating the quality of hu-
man resources in cambodia,” he said.

cambodian Independent teach-
ers Association (cita) president ouk 
chhayavy reiterated calls for the gov-
ernment and the education ministry 
to pay more attention to the teach-
ers’ livelihoods. teachers should not 
have a second job, chayavy said. 

“the government should do some-
thing to continue raising the salary of 
teachers to two million riel because 
currently, some teachers have yet 
to be paid up to two million riel. We 
also want the education ministry to 
urge teachers to teach about Khmer 
history. Hopefully, students can learn 
about their history,” she said.

In Cambodia, 113,000 school personnel, including 93,225 teachers, have been affected by Covid-19. afp

Provincial police chief Sam Samoun also received a written warning. police 

Gov’t seeks to send more workers to Japan
Mom Kunthear

cAMboDIA plans to send more train-
ees and skilled workers to Japan once 
both countries agree on the means 
and procedures to ensure there is no 
covid-19 infection.

the plan was raised during a meet-
ing between Minister of Labour and 
Vocational training Ith Sam Heng and 
Japanese ambassador to cambodia 
Masahiro Mikami on thursday.

Sam Heng said a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) under the cam-
bodia-Japan Labour cooperation 
Framework was signed in 2007 to accept 
cambodian interns to work in Japan. 

A second MoU was signed last year to 
recruit cambodian skilled workers to 
Japan. there are currently more than 
10,000 cambodians working in Japan.

“I would like to thank the Japanese 
side for taking care of the cambodian 
trainees and skilled workers and for 
allowing them to enter and leave Japan 
through home quarantine measures. 
As planned, cambodia will send more 
trainees and skilled workers as soon as 
both sides agree on the means and 
procedures,” Sam Heng said.

He also requested Mikami con-
tinue to support human resource 
development and attract more Japa-
nese investors to cambodia.

both sides said they appreciated 
the good cooperation in all fields, 
especially in employment and voca-
tional training. 

the governments of both countries 
have also put in place effective meas-
ures to prevent the spread of covid-
19, according to a ministry report.

Sam Heng said employment, tourism 
and other sectors in cambodia are fac-
ing a number of crises and the govern-
ment has introduced a package of meas-
ures to address the covid-19 impact on 
workers, especially those who have lost 
their jobs, to help them solve life prob-
lems and find new opportunities.

Mikami praised cambodia’s effec-

tive efforts to address the impact of 
covid-19 and solve socio-economic 
problems in the country.

In a Facebook post, Sam Heng said 
the government is promoting the imple-
mentation of technical and vocational 
education and training policies in 
response to the development of cam-
bodia’s industrial sector to ensure com-
petitiveness. the Japan International 
cooperation Agency (JIcA) is also pro-
viding training in electrical skills.

the ministry has organised a skills 
test and a Japanese language test to 
work in Japan, which will take place 
in october and November, with dif-
ferent testing dates and locations.

K Speu senior police officer dismissed
Orm Bunthoeurn

ING Laychhay, the deputy police chief 
of Kampong Speu province’s Phnom 
Sruoch district, has been dismissed 
from his position at the National Police. 
the provincial police chief and two 
other officials also received written 
warnings from the Ministry of Interior, 
according to National Police spokes-
man chhay Kim Khoeun.

Kim Khoeun said the dismissal 
and warnings were a result of com-
plaints from people accusing the 
officials of aggravated theft, tres-
passing, illegal detention and aggra-
vated assault and threats. However, 
he did not elaborate on the case.

Provincial governor Vei Samnang 

said he was aware of the discipline 
and that Laychhay’s actions went 
against the ethics of police officers. 
Samnang said Laychhay did not heed 
previous warnings. 

“It’s not unusual. If he violates the 
law, he must be responsible because 
in each institution there is always a 
mechanism for monitoring and eval-
uation. We offer guidance for the first, 
second, and third [violations]. If they 
don’t change their behaviour, they will 
receive punishment,” he said. 

Samnang said the decision to ter-
minate Laychhay was up to the 
National Police. 

In a letter to National Police chief 
Neth Savoeun, Ministry of Interior 
secretary of state Ang Mongkul said 

the ministry received two com-
plaints against Laychhay.

After assigning police officers to 
investigate, the ministry decided to 
hand over the case to the General 
commissariat of the National Police.

before the dismissal, Laychhay was 
temporarily suspended by interior 
minister Sar Kheng in connection 
with a complaint filed by residents 
concerning a crackdown on Kirirom 
entertainment club.

tim Leng, chief of the anti-drug 
bureau; Kim Saroeun, deputy direc-
tor of crime prevention; and provin-
cial police chief Sam Samoun were 
issued written warnings.

but Samoun told The Post that he had 
not yet received any warning letter.



Orm Bunthoeurn

P
REAH Sihanouk pro-
vincial police are 
searching for the ring-
leaders of a group of 

almost 400 people who were ar-
rested at a nightclub in the early 
hours of Wednesday for alleg-
edly using and selling drugs.  

Provincial police chief Chuon 
Narin said on Thursday that with 
cooperation from the provincial 
court, police raided the club 
in Village 4, in Sihanoukville’s 
Commune IV, and arrested 381 
people. Police also seized drugs, 
two guns and bullets. 

Narin said he could not yet 

reveal the number of Cambo-
dians and foreigners in the 
group as he had not obtained 
a detailed report on the in-
cident. Police are currently 
trying to determine who the 
leaders of the group are be-
fore taking legal action. 

Those not involved with sell-
ing drugs will be educated be-
fore being sent home, he added. 

“Now our police are work-
ing on it, including testing 
and weighing the drugs. [We] 
don’t know the kind of drug 
and its amount yet,” he said. 

Provincial deputy police 
chief in charge of anti-drug 
crimes Penh Pov declined to 

provide details, citing an on-
going investigation.

Local media website Khe-
maradaily.com reported that 
most of the detainees are 
Chinese. It identified the club 
owner as Bao Fangze, but po-
lice refuted that assertion.

According to the National 
Police, relevant authorities 
cracked down on 18 cases in-
volving drug across the coun-
try on Thursday alone, arrest-
ing 35 people including three 
women. Of the suspects, 21 
are drug sellers and 14 are us-
ers. Some 18.31g and 40 small 
packages of methamphet-
amine were seized.
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Voun Dara

THE UK announced it will 
commit £4.8 million ($6.2 
million) towards strengthen-
ing national health systems 
and Covid-19 prevention in 
Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar 
and Vietnam. 

The pledge was made dur-
ing a virtual meeting between 
ASEAN foreign ministers and 
UK foreign secretary Dominic 
Raab on Wednesday. 

The meeting shared mutual 
concern about the spread of 
coronavirus and its adverse 
impacts on livelihoods and 
socio-economic develop-
ment around the world. 

In a press release, ASEAN 
member states expressed the 
need to strengthen coopera-
tion between the bloc and the 
UK in the areas of research, 
development, and distribution 
of Covid-19 vaccines and treat-
ment, adhering to the objec-
tives of efficiency, safety, equal 
accessibility and affordability.

Issued by Cambodia’s Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs and 
International Cooperation, 
the press release said ASEAN 
encouraged the UK to support 
and contribute to the regional 
reserve of medical supplies to 
enable rapid response to emer-
gency medical supply needs.

Foreign minister Prak Sok-
honn also reaffirmed Cambo-
dia’s support to the UK’s ap-
plication for dialogue partner 

status and told the meeting 
the two sides can work on a 
parallel track with trade and 
investment cooperation.

“[Sokhonn] expressed opti-
mism the UK will contribute 
to timely access to a safe and 
affordable vaccine,” the press 
release said. 

During the meeting, the UK 
also announced a contribu-
tion of £1 million ($1.28 mil-
lion) to the Covid-19 ASEAN 
Response Fund and £500,000 
in strategic support to the 
ASEAN Secretariat to develop 
and deliver effective policies 
to mitigate the economic im-
pacts of Covid-19.

Sokhonn suggested the pos-
sibility of exploring innovative 
approaches to maintain open 
international supply chains 
and safe travel corridors to 
ensure the flow of trade and 

investments between the UK 
and ASEAN. 

Cambodian Institute for De-
mocracy president Pa Chan-
roeun said UK monetary aid to 
Southeast Asia and Cambodia 
showed a gesture of generosity.

“These resources can help 
Cambodia and other coun-
tries contain the spread of 
Covid-19 and address the 
challenges,” he said.

Kin Phea, the director of the 
Royal Academy of Cambo-
dia’s International Relations 
Institute, said the meeting 
was productive. 

“It is an important diplomat-
ic passage for ASEAN member 
countries to better relations 
with the UK. We already know 
the UK is a large market in Eu-
rope. Obviously, Cambodia’s 
exports of clothes to Europe is 
bound for the UK,” he said.

UK pledges $6.2M to ASEAN 
members’ health systems

Nearly 400 arrested 
in Sihanoukville club

Police are searching for the ringleaders of a massive group of people suspected of selling and using drugs. supplied

Foreign minister Prak Sokhonn suggested exploring innovative methods 
to improve the flow of trade and investments with the UK. foreign ministry



Long Kimmarita

O
NLINE drug sales 
have increased sig-
nificantly during the 
Covid-19 pandemic, 

prompting concerns about the 
sale of substandard and falsi-
fied medicines (SFMs), the 
Ministry of Health said.

The concerns were raised 
during a two-day Asia-Eu-
rope forum on combating 
SFMs, which Cambodia 
hosted via video conference 
from September 29-30.   

The ministry said the around 

300 forum participants decid-
ed to make key recommenda-
tions for inclusion in the 13th 
Asia-Europe Summit, which 
Cambodia is hosting next year.

Covid-19 made it difficult to 
purchase essential drugs due to 
supply chain difficulties, lead-
ing to the emergence of SFMs 
around the world, it said.

“All countries should rec-
ognise that SFMs are a pub-
lic health issue. All countries 
should recognise the urgent 
need to protect citizens from 
SFMs,” it said.

Ministry spokeswoman Or 

Vandine urged governments 
to take action.   

“Countries should be 
committed to ensuring the 
supply of safe, effective, 
high-quality and affordable 
medicines, vaccines and 
other essential medicines to 
ensure the safety and health 
of the people,” she said.

She stressed that all coun-
tries should share technical in-
formation and experiences to 
curb the trafficking of SFMs.

Falsified medicine refers to 
medicines containing improp-
er ingredients or an insufficient 

amount of active substances 
inconsistent with the formula 
stated on the label, according to 
the Ministry of Interior’s Coun-
ter Counterfeit Committee.

Citing a 2016 Interpol re-
port, Eurocham Healthcare 
Committee in Cambodia vice-
chairman Jean-Gaetan Guil-
lemaud said the number of 
deaths from counterfeit medi-
cines worldwide that year was 
as high as one million. 

Women and children are 
deemed to be the most vulner-
able to counterfeit drugs and 
a targeted demographic.
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Kim Sarom

A WOMAN who stabbed her 
husband to death in Prey 
Veng province’s Preah Sdech 
district on Tuesday has been 
placed in pre-trial detention 
by the provincial court.

Provincial serious crimes 
bureau chief Ouk Phat said 
the woman, Sorm Simat, was 
charged with aggravated vio-
lence under Article 224 of the 
Criminal Code.

Simat faces up to 15 years in 

prison if found guilty.
The incident took place in 

Senareach Udom commune’s 
Kdarpok village. Citing wit-
nesses, commune police chief 
Ouk Oun said Simat and her 
47-year-old husband bun Ly 
are alcoholics. The couple had 
a heated argument while drink-
ing around noon on Monday. 

During questioning, Simat 
told police that when her hus-
band beat her, she grabbed a 
sharp tool and stabbed him in 
the throat. 

Oun said police arrived at 
the scene to examine the body 
after receiving a report from 
the couple’s neighbours. 

Am Sam Ath, deputy director 
of monitoring at rights group 
Licadho, told The Post in a re-
cent interview that alcohol and 
drug addiction are the main 
causes of domestic violence.

“Cambodians traditionally 
consider domestic violence a 
family affair and do not help 
each other, which is also a 
problem,” he said.

Prey Veng woman held for 
stabbing husband to death

Fake drugs cause for concern
Police check a pharmacy as sales of substandard medicines have increased under Covid-19 commerce ministry

Police said Sorm Simat and her 47-year-old husband Bun Ly, whom neighbours said are alcoholics, had a 
heated argument while drinking around noon on Monday. poLice

Khouth Sophak Chakrya

THE Kampong Chhnang Pro-
vincial Court on Thursday 
ordered the detention of four 
staff of LOD real Estate on 
charges of aggravated theft 
and deliberately damaging 
the property of others. 

Hang Socheat, the provin-
cial Military Police’s judicial 
bureau chief, told The Post on 
Thursday that Heng Kongkea, 
28, is the head of the LOD real 
Estate branch in the province. 

Kongkea has a staff of three 
working under him – Ven 
Sarith, 27; Nhes Sarin, 21; and 
Ean Vanna, 27. 

Provincial Military Police 
personnel arrested the three 
on Tuesday afternoon for 
seizing a motorcycle of their 
debtor without permission. 

He said that according to a 
complaint by Leang Kimch-
heang, 20, a resident in Chol-
kiri district’s Cholsa commune, 
on the afternoon of the inci-
dent, he was seeking to borrow 
money from his relatives for his 
motorcycle payments when 
the trio rushed to his house to 
seize the motorcycle. The three 
LOD staffers said they did so 
because Kimchheang failed 
to pay the interest on his pay-
ments for three months. 

Socheat relayed a statement 
made by Kimchheang to po-
lice: “They cut off the chain of 

the motorcycle. I chained it 
for fear that it might be stolen. 
Later, they walked the motor-
cycle to the house of the vil-
lage chief. They forced me to 
pay the remaining fees on the 
motorcycle. Otherwise, they 
would seize it even though I 
paid half of the principle.”

Socheat said: “During ques-
tioning, the three credit staff-
ers said they cut off the chain 
to seize the motorcycle without 
permission from the debtor on 
the orders of the head of the LOD 
branch in Kampong Chhnang.” 

Having received the con-
fessions, provincial court 
prosecutor Ith Sothea also or-
dered the detention of Heng 
Kongkea, the head of the LOD 
branch for questioning.

Socheat said: “This company 
also has a lawyer. but in this 
case, they are unlikely to have 
legal counselling with their 
lawyer. Their activities consti-
tute a criminal offence. Kam-
pong Chhnang provincial court 
prosecutor Ith Sothea decided 
to charge them with aggravated 
theft and damaging property of 
others under Articles 353,357 
and 410 of the Criminal Code. 
Investigating judge Than Leng 
decided to place them in pre-
trial detention.” 

Phuong Navuth, a lawyer 
for the LOD branch, could 
not be reached for comment 
on Thursday.

Four credit agents 
arrested for seizing 
debtor’s motorbike
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Liquid Group, a regional 
mobile payment services 
group headquartered in 
Singapore, will partner with 

Wing (Cambodia) Limited Spe-
cialised Bank, Cambodia’s leading 
mobile banking services provider, 
to enable cross-border qR pay-
ments for inbound transactions 
into Cambodia. 

Wing CEO Manu Rajan said: 
“We are excited and really looking 
forward for this collaboration with 
Liquid Group, a leading qR pay-
ment services group. 

“This collaboration reflects our 
strategic approach in providing 
convenient access to mobile finan-
cial services that are safe, secure 
and instant to every customer 
through our robust ecosystem and 
partners across the region. Wing 
has always made efforts to provide 
more for our customers.”

With this partnership, Liquid 
Group and Wing will support 
cross-border merchant and con-
sumer-presented qR code payment 
transactions, enabling Wing’s mer-
chant partners across Cambodia to 
accept qR payment apps of Liquid 
Group and its partners. 

This move will also expand the 
international merchant pool of 

Liquid Group and its partners.
Liquid Group founder and CEO 

Jeremy Tan said: “Following the 
establishment of our integrated 
regional payment network – XNAP 
in 2019, we are excited to head 
into our second year of opening up 
new corridors across the region to 
facilitate cross-border qR payments 
across Singapore, Hong Kong, 

indonesia, the Philippines, Taiwan, 
Thailand and now Cambodia. 

“We are delighted to partner with 
Wing, Cambodia’s leading mobile 
payments player,allowing us to 
support financial inclusion for the 
underbanked and unbanked com-
munities in Cambodia, in tandem 
with our goal of advancing cashless 
societies across the region.” 

Liquid Group will also partner 
with Wing to deliver additional 
innovative value-added services to 
their customers through its inte-
grated cross-border payment and 
marketing platform for partners.

Launched in 2009, Wing is one 
of the most recognised and trusted 
brands in mobile money and 
electronic payment services market 

with a widespread network of over 
8,000 Wing Cash Express agents 
nationwide, serving five million 
customers in the Kingdom.

it has partnerships with over 
40,000 merchants, including both 
local vendors and global industry 
leaders, such as Mastercard, Mon-
eyGram, AliPay, WeChat Pay and 
Western union. 

Liquid Group and Wing partner to promote 
cross-border payment in Cambodia

Ad
ve

rt
o

ri
Al

Liquid Group founder and CEO Jeremy Tan. Wing CEO Manu Rajan. 

Customers of liquid Group and its partners can make Qr payments  
with more than 40,000 merchants in Cambodia

Soth Koemsoeun

cIVIL society organisations 
(cSos) and communities have 
urged the government and 
relevant institutions to make 
environmental Impact As-
sessments (eIAs) public, but 
officials say they are required 
to follow the policies of confi-
dentiality of private firms.

executive director of open 
Development cambodia 
(oDc) thy try said at a work-
shop on “Using open eIA re-
porting to Drive Accountable 
and transparent Governance” 
on thursday that eIA data and 
reports have not been widely 
shared in the past. Some 
State-owned institutions and 
private firms keep the infor-
mation secret and restrict it.    

“Some cSos, the government 
and private companies have 
not been open to sharing eIA 
reports because they think they 
are the owners and controllers 
of the documents. In addition, 
they believe that what they ob-
tain is confidential and cannot 
be shared,” he said. 

If the government and pri-
vate sectors continue putting 
restrictions on eIA reports, 
it triggers difficulties for re-
searchers, investors and the 
public who want to conduct 
research on the environment, 
especially those who want to 
participate in preserving the 
environment. Without access 
to the reports, they do not have 
clear information, he added.  

the NGo Forum on cam-
bodia’s environment and Ag-

riculture Programme Manag-
er Hok Menghoin also urged 
the government and private 
companies to share eIA doc-
uments, saying environmen-
tal issues could not be solved 
solely by the government.

“For the past years, we note 
that public participation is 
crucial to solving environ-
ment-related issues and it 
leads to sustainable devel-
opment. therefore, we need 
community members, com-
panies and the government,” 
he said.  

Menghoin said concerns 
have been raised recently be-
cause complex environmen-
tal issues continue unabated. 
the public participation has 
become a prominent topic in 

current studies, particularly 
regarding the debate in envi-
ronmental governance.   

Ministry of environment 
spokesman Neth Pheak-
tra said on thursday that 
development projects and 
investments must undergo 
eIA and Social Impact As-
sessments with participation 
from all relevant ministries 
and cSos. Pheaktra said the 
results of the meetings must 
be announced for the public 
without any concealment.   

“We want to have participa-
tion in environment [protec-
tion] in our country. Mean-
while, we must also adhere to 
confidential policies of pri-
vate companies because the 
information in the reports is 

privately owned,” he said. 
Hoeun Sopheap, a com-

munity representative from 
Kampong thom province, 
said at the workshop that 
most people in the com-
munity do not comprehend 
eIAs. If any company’s activi-
ties affect them, they com-
plain about it but they do not 
know how to deal with it.  

“As a cambodian, we must 
have the right to know about 
the environment and partici-
pate in protecting the envi-
ronment. the work of envi-
ronment protection is not 
only for one person or one 
institution; it needs partici-
pation from all stakeholders, 
particularly frontline per-
sons,” he said.

cSos, communities request eIAsDam developer 
to compensate 
local residents
Khouth Sophak Chakrya

P
UrSAt provincial 
authorities and Steung 
Pursat Hydro Power 
(SPHP) will set up a 

technical working group to 
address compensation and 
public infrastructure invest-
ment for residents affected by 
the Stung Pursat I Hydropower 
project in Veal Veng district. 

Khut Usophea, the head of 
the administration hall, told 
The Post on thursday that the 
process of addressing compen-
sation will start next month.  

“For now, our working group 
is preparing to update statis-
tics of residents who are affect-
ed by this hydropower project 
and looking for favourable lo-
cations for growing agricultur-
al crops for families who will 
be displaced,” he said.

SPHP ceo Kim Myung-il said 
the company has invested over 
$232 million in the project, 
which is expected to generate 
80MW of power. the company 
has also set aside $8.7 mil-
lion for environment protec-
tion measures and will spend 
$826,480 in environmental 
and social funds per year for 35 
years of its operations. 

According to a 2018 report by 
SAWAc consultants for Devel-

opment, the project will affect 
over 6,007ha of forest land, over 
850ha of jungle and 4,291ha of 
brushwood. It also affects over 
932ha of agricultural land, and 
over 38ha of houses occupied 
by 347 families.

Veal Veng district governor 
Seng Sopheana told The Post on 
thursday that of the 347 families, 
only 120 could face displace-
ment because their land and 
houses are located in the area of 
the construction project.

“our authorities are looking 
for new locations for the af-
fected families,” he said.

Sopheana said villagers are 
interested in locations in the dis-
trict’s Pramuoy commune. the 
locations are easy for developing 
roads, water, and electricity.

SAWAc estimated that com-
pensation and other payments 
for the 347 families would be 
$6.8 million, including building 
new homes for 128 families. 

cambodia currently has sev-
en hydropower plants. they 
are the  Stung tatai hydro-
power dam, the Stung russey 
chrum Krom hydropower 
dam, the Kamchay hydropow-
er dam, the Kirirom I hydro-
electric dam, the Kirirom III 
hydropower dam, the tatai Hy-
dropower dam and the Lower 
Sesan II hydropower dam.

CSOs and communities are urging the government and relevant institutions to make Environmental Impact 
Assessments (EIAs) public. hean Rangsey
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Trading informaTion on Cambodia SeCuriTieS exChange

Auction Trading Method (ATM)

no SToCk CloSing PriCe oPening PriCe high low

1 ABC 17,360 17,400 17,460 17,340

2 GTI 3,270 3,270 3,270 3,270

3 PAS 14,100 14,180 14,180 14,100

4 PEPC 3,290 3,290 3,290 3,290

5 PPAP 11,660 11,680 11,680 11,500

6 PPSP 2,250 2,280 2,280 2,250

7 PWSA 6,080 6,160 6,160 6,040

Date: OCTOBER 1, 2020

USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,107 1.3295 6.7908 105.58 4.1495 1.3632 31.58 0.7187 1.1738 1.2837

toKYo’S stock markets will 
resume trade on Friday, their 
operator said, after a “hard-
ware failure” caused an un-
precedented day-long shut-
down of one of the world’s 
biggest exchanges.

All transactions were sus-
pended for the entire day on 
tokyo’s two leading indexes, 
as well as smaller exchanges 
in other parts of the coun-
try, over a glitch that created 
problems with the delivery of 
market information.

“We plan to conduct buying 
and selling as usual tomorrow,” 
the tokyo Stock exchange 
(tSe) said in a thursday state-
ment, hours after officials said 
the issue had been identified 
and was being fixed.

there was no indication of a 
cyberattack or other foul play.

but the problem required 
a system restart that “would 
have created confusion among 
investors and market partici-
pants”, tSe president Koichiro 
Miyahara told an afternoon 
press conference.

“After discussing with mar-
ket participants, we decided 
to stop the market for the 
whole day.”

“We caused great incon-
venience to many market 
participants and investors … 
We sincerely apologise,” he 
added.

the problem was traced to 
a memory breakdown that 
failed to properly trigger a 
switch to a back-up system.

officials said the faulty hard-
ware had been replaced and 

personnel would be deployed 
to monitor the system and 
avoid a repeat problem. 

the problem was identified 
before the market opened, 
with operator Japan exchange 
Group (JPX) announcing a 
halving of trade less than 30 
minutes before the opening 
bell.

Around noon, JPX said trad-
ing would be halted for the 
rest of the day, marking the 
first all-day stoppage since its 
current operating system was 
installed in 1999.

the glitch hit the country’s 
top Nikkei 225 and topix in-
dexes, as well as exchanges in 
Nagoya, Sapporo and Fukuoka 
that operate through tokyo’s 
system. the osaka exchange 
was not affected.

JPX is the third largest ex-
change in the world by market 
capitalisation, at an estimated 
$5.1 trillion, including listings 
on exchanges outside tokyo.

It sits behind only the New 
York Stock exchange and Nas-
daq, according to the World 
Federation of exchanges.

the trading halt closed one 
of the few major markets that 
was due to be open in Asia 
on thursday, with bourses in 
Hong Kong, Shanghai, South 
Korea and taipei all closed for 
holidays.

It is the first significant glitch 
to hit tokyo since 2018, when 
a trading system problem left 
some securities firms unable 
to execute orders, although 
the effect on overall market 
activity was limited. afp

trade to resume in 
tokyo after ‘glitch’GDt a go on capital gains tax 

Thou Vireak

t
He General Depart-
ment of taxation 
(GDt) maintained 
its commitment to 

begin the collection of capi-
tal gains tax with effect from 
January 1, 2021.

Director-general Kong Vibol 
made the remark on thurs-
day during an event that was 
streamed online via the de-
partment’s Facebook page.

responding to public con-
cern about the looming tax, 
he said it was not meant to 
“oppress the people”, but was 
aimed at pushing for tax fair-
ness and encouraging real 
estate companies to register 
with the GDt.

“We will only tax those who 
sell at a profit. those who sell 
at a loss will not have to pay 
this tax . . . the tax is for the 
benefit of the people. [rev-
enue collected] is taken first 
and foremost to develop in-
frastructure.

“the capital gains tax paid 
will be lower than sellers’ 
commissions to real estate 
agents. As far as I know, com-
mission is typically around 
three per cent, which means 
that the complaints raised 
[citing the contrary] don’t re-
flect the reality,” Vibol said.

Unless there is a change, 
he said the GDt will start tax 
collection on capital gains 
made from the sale of assets 
and capital investment from 
January 1, as set by its par-
ent ministry, the Ministry of 
economy and Finance.

“I am a law enforcer, so the 
law requires me to enforce the 
imposition of capital gains tax 
from January 1, 2021.

“I have to comply, but . . . 
if the government orders to 
delay implementation of the 
tax, we will immediately act 
accordingly,” Vibol said.

Speaking at the event, minis-
try undersecretary of state Van 
Puthipol said the tax applies to 
all taxpayers who make capital 
gains, but noted that of those 
most liable, 90 per cent are ex-
clusively real estate traders.

“In order to participate in 
creating tax fairness, if you 
sell at a profit, you have to 
pay this tax. And if you sell at 
a loss, you do not have to pay 

the tax,” he said.
the ministry has said the tax 

will be levied on taxpayers’ gains 
from the sale, transfer or estab-
lishment of property rights, or 
the registration of ownership or 
possession rights.

It said its Prakas No 346 is 
set to be enforced from Janu-
ary 1, next year by the GDt 
and will require individuals to 
pay a 20 per cent capital gains 
tax rate on calculated profits 
from the sale of certain assets 
including land, buildings, 
stocks, bonds, licences, pat-
ents and currencies.

Last week, the Housing De-
velopment Association of cam-
bodia submitted a letter to the 
ministry requesting the govern-

ment to postpone the imple-
mentation of capital gains tax.

the investment advisory 
firm said in the letter that the 
Kingdom’s real estate sector 
continues to struggle under 
the weight of the pandemic.

Its secretary-general Huy 
Vanna told The Post on Sun-
day that the tax will only add 
to the burden on the real es-
tate industry.

“We have requested the 
Ministry of economy [and 
Finance] to postpone the col-
lection of capital gains tax pay-
ments until a more suitable 
time or when the covid-19 and 
economic situations improve. 
today’s real estate market is in 
the doldrums,” he said.

The General Department of Taxation (GDT) maintained its commitment to begin the collection of capital gains 
tax with effect from January 1, next year. HONG MENEa

Private sector rejoices over new stimulus package 
May Kunmakara

tHe private sector rejoiced as the gov-
ernment on Wednesday announced 
its sixth round of measures to stimu-
late economic growth as it prepares 
for a post-covid-19 world.

the support measures centre on 
the garment, textile, tourism and 
civil aviation sectors, which the gov-
ernment labelled as the hardest hit.

For the garment sector, the govern-
ment will continue providing $40 per 
month to factory workers who lost their 
jobs or had their work suspended.

the programme will continue for 
another three months until the end of 
December this year. Factory owners 
have to add $30 to the handout, increas-

ing the total disbursement to $70.
the government also delayed taxes 

for social protection schemes.
Garment Manufacturers Association 

in cambodia (GMAc) secretary-gen-
eral Ken Loo lauded the measures.

Loo said: “the decision to extend the 
$40 scheme for suspended workers is 
very good. this will help affected work-
ers tide over the difficult times and at 
the same time help employers.

“employers with no current orders 
can apply for suspension and use the 
time to try and secure new business 
opportunities.

“the delayed taxes for social pro-
tection schemes will further ease the 
burden of employers,” he said. 

Meanwhile, tourism sector employ-

ees, including those who work at hotels, 
guesthouses, restaurants and travel 
agencies, will receive $40 a month for 
three months as well. the employers 
must provide as much money as pos-
sible in addition to the $40.

registered hotels, guesthouses, res-
taurants and travel agents will be exempt 
from taxes for the next three months.

the exemption only applies to 
tourist businesses in Kampot, Preah 
Sihanouk, Kep and Siem reap prov-
inces, Phnom Penh, Svay rieng prov-
ince’s bavet town and banteay 
Meanchey province’s Poipet town.

Pacific Asia travel Association cam-
bodia chapter chairman thourn Sinan 
said the government was proactive in 
its intervention to salvage the sinking 

tourism industry, but pointed out that 
it could have gone a little further.

“We really appreciate the help that 
the government has provided to our 
industry. but we want the government 
to set up a special fund for the tourism 
sector as it enters the post-covid era.

“Most businesspeople in the indus-
try haven’t received any revenue at all 
so we need the government consider 
our request once the coronavirus is 
contained.”

In May, the government announced 
a $500-$600 million low-interest loans 
programme for small- and medium-
sized enterprises. Sinan said the govern-
ment should roll out a similar scheme 
exclusive to the tourism sector.

cambodia chamber of commerce 

vice-president Lim Heng highlighted 
that although the scope of the gov-
ernment measures were a bit under-
whelming, it is still non-trivial inter-
vention in the private sector.

“Although the intervention doesn’t sat-
isfy everyone, it reflects the willingness 
of the government to care about the pri-
vate sector. the measures could poten-
tially save [companies in] some sectors 
from going bankrupt,” he added.

the government noted on Wednes-
day that it had additionally exempted 
patent and building taxes and delayed 
GDt audits of travel agents and oper-
ators in the tourism sector.

Minimum taxes for travel companies 
registered in cambodia will be delayed 
for three months as well, it said.



US DATA analytics firm Pal-
antir, which has drawn fire 
over its law enforcement and 
national security work, made 
a low-key debut on Wednes-
day on Wall Street at a hefty 
valuation of more than $20 
billion.

Palantir, whose name 
comes from the mystical, all-
powerful seeing stone in 
“Lord of the Rings”, opted for 
a direct listing which raises 
no new cash but allows its 
shares to be traded publicly.

The debut came without 
fanfare, as the trade opened 
with no splashy bell-ringing 
event for Palantir, using the 
symbol PLTR, at the New York 
Stock Exchange.

The shares opened in ear-
ly afternoon at $10, repre-
senting a market value of 

some $21.7 billion – close to 
its valuation by private 
investors. 

After some swings higher, 
Palantir ended at $9.50, mak-
ing its value slightly above 
$20 billion.

The company, created in 
Silicon Valley and recently 
relocated to Denver, has 
argued that its tech platform 
helps catch terrorists and 
keep people safe.

But some activists argue 

that Palantir’s technology – 
which scoops up financial 
records, social media posts, 
call records and internet 
records – enables unprece-
dented opportunities for 
mass surveillance with little 
oversight on privacy and fun-
damental rights.

Amnesty International said 
in a report this week that Pal-
antir’s contracts with US 
authorities to target asylum 
seekers “raise serious ques-
tions about the company’s 
actions to uphold its respon-
sibility to respect human 
rights”.

The report said Palantir 
“has a responsibility to avoid 
causing or contributing to 
human rights abuses, and to 
address human rights 
impacts in which they are 

involved” under UN guide-
lines.

Responding to the Amnes-
ty report, Palantir said it has 
no contracts with US Cus-
toms and Border Protection 
and claimed it was the sub-
ject of “misreporting and 
conflation” of its activities.

In its prospectus, Palantir 
said it offers software to 
defence and intelligence 
agencies “whose missions 
are to keep us safe”, while 
adding that it steers clear of 
data tracking used by other 
large technology firms.

“Our software is used to 
target terrorists and to keep 
soldiers safe,” the company 
said. “We have chosen sides, 
and we know that our part-
ners value our commit-
ment.” AFP
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Kingdom exports 225% more 
bananas in first nine months

Thou Vireak

C
AMBODIA exported more 
than 235,171 tonnes of 
fresh yellow bananas to 
international markets in 

the first nine months of this year, up 
more than 225.69 per cent year-on-
year, Minister of Agriculture, Forest-
ry and Fisheries Veng Sakhon said.

Ngin Chhay, the director-general 
of the ministry’s General Director-
ate of Agriculture, told The Post that 
shipments of the bananas have seen 
a substantial increase since China 
acknowledged that they hold up to 
its phytosanitary standards.

China authorised the export of the 
ubiquitous fruit last year.

“As I see it, the volume of yellow 
banana exports will continue to in-
crease in the future as orders from 
China pile up and more companies 
expand their cultivation areas. Be-
sides, people are saying our fresh 
bananas are top-notch quality, fra-
grant and delicious,” he said.

As of the turn of the month, ba-
nana investment companies cur-
rently cultivate 30,000ha, up from 
10,000ha during the same time last 
year, according to Chhay.

Hun Lak, the director of yel-
low banana grower and exporter 
Longmate Agriculture Co Ltd, 
told The Post on Thursday that ex-
ports ballooned in the first nine 
months of this year buoyed by el-

evated Chinese demand.
“Our yellow banana exports en-

joyed such a surge due to the fact 
that they live up to Chinese buyers’ 
hygiene standards,” he said.

He noted the Kingdom’s potential 
to expand production of yellow ba-
nanas to meet the needs of the Chi-
nese and other market destinations.

“My company’s exports have not 
changed, though our output has 
increased slightly. We hope that ex-
ports will continue to grow this year 
and beyond,” Lak said.

Longmate Agriculture has in-
vested $32 million in yellow banana 
cultivation on more than 1,000ha 
in Kampot’s northwestern Chhouk 
district. The company is currently 

implementing the first phase of the 
project on 400ha.

Yellow bananas are a prime prod-
uct for export because they are du-
rable and don’t ripen quickly. One 
hectare, which can be harvested 
three times over two years, can pro-
duce 60-73 tonnes of bananas per 
year.

To date, China has approved 15 
companies to export yellow banan-
as, with the five latest firms receiv-
ing the green light in July.

The ministry reported that the 
Kingdom exported 157,812 tonnes 
of yellow bananas last year, or an 
average of more than 432 tonnes per 
day. Most was exported to China and 
the rest to Vietnam and Japan.

Cambodia, 
S’pore study 
logistics hub 
set for capital
May Kunmakara

CAMBODIA and Singapore are 
jointly studying the draft frame-
work agreement on the develop-
ment of the Phnom Penh Logistics 
Centre (PPLC).

The centre will be located on 98ha 
in Dangkor district’s Samrong 
Krom commune, an area lying just 
west of Phnom Penh International 
Airport. It is part of the govern-
ment’s logistics master plan and 
aims to trim production costs and 
increase exports.

Minister of Public Works and 
Transport Sun Chanthol held a video 
conference on Thursday morning to 
gather input from relevant institu-
tions and ensure that the agreement 
provides a comprehensive legal 
framework that is acceptable to all 
parties concerned.

Present at the meeting were senior 
leaders of relevant ministries and 
institutions of both countries, as 
well as senior executives of Singa-
pore’s YCH Group and IA Group.

Chanthol boasted that the PPLC 
will heighten transportation sector 
efficiency and competitiveness to 
levels that are comparable to coun-
tries regionally and globally in terms 
of prices and services.

This, he said, will create the impetus 
for the Kingdom’s economic growth 
and deliver a boost for the govern-
ment’s vision of becoming an upper 
middle-income country by 2030 and 
a high-income country by 2050.

“To make the project run smooth-
ly and move forward as planned, the 
ministry is looking for development 
partners and reports to submit to the 
leadership for further guidance and 
additional recommendations before 
the next meeting,” Chanthol said.

The ministry’s General Depart-
ment of Logistics director Chhieng 
Pich told The Post in August that a 
then-recently-completed early-stage 
feasibility analysis of the PPLC had 
provided positive results.

He said the study showed that the 
project would be economically 
viable and commercialising it 
would benefit the private and pub-
lic sectors.

He said the ministry forwarded the 
results of the analysis to the Ministry 
of Economy and Finance and is 
awaiting approval.

“If the Ministry of Economy and 
Finance gives us the green light, we 
will conduct a comprehensive feasi-
bility study in collaboration with the 
Asian Development Bank,” he said.

The location is strategically sig-
nificant as it sits between Siha-
noukville Autonomous Port and the 
Poipet rail line on the border with 
Thailand. It is also located near 
National Roads 3 and 4, as well as 
the Phnom Penh Special Economic 
Zone.

Cambodia’s weak logistics infra-
structure has long impeded its trade 
sector, with a 2014 World Bank report 
showing that the Kingdom’s export 
costs were 30 per cent higher than 
those of neighbouring countries.

In 2016, the Japan International 
Cooperation Agency estimated that 
Cambodia charges its exporters $540 
per twenty-foot equivalent units 
(TEU), compared to $200 in Thai-
land and $250 in Vietnam.

TEU is an inexact unit of cargo 
capacity often used to describe the 
capacity of container ships.

To date, China has approved 15 companies to export yellow bananas, with the five latest firms receiving the green light in July. hENG ChIVOAN

Secretive data firm Palantir makes stocks debut

Palantir’s shares ended at $9.50 on Wednesday, making its value 
slightly above $20 billion. AFP
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T
HE banking industry 
in Cambodia has re-
mained resilient over 
the months, having 

bucked the crippling effects of 
the coronavirus pandemic on 
the back of strong fundamen-
tals, and stimulus measures 
implemented by the govern-
ment and central bank.

But industry players are un-
certain whether this buoyant 
predicament, where profits 
are estimated to have risen 
about 20 per year-on-year in 
the first half of 2020, will sus-
tain if current economic con-
ditions prolong.

The risk level is being moni-
tored by financial institutions 
as pressure on three econom-
ic pillars – tourism, construc-
tion and exports – piles on, 
a move echoed by Moody’s 
Investors Service Inc, which 
opined that the global out-
look for banks has turned 
“decisively negative”.

“At this stage, nobody ex-
pects the global economy to 
fully recover by 2021. [The im-
pact on the sectors] will cer-
tainly affect bank portfolios,” 
said In Channy (pictured), 
chairman of the Association of 

Banks in Cambodia (ABC).
He cautioned that the in-

crease in profit is to be com-
pared with an average year-
on-year profit growth over 
the past eight years.

“[When set against each 
other] growth has signifi-
cantly slowed in the first two 
quarters of 2020 [although] 
profitability is still positive,” 
Channy said.

This is so, seeing that profit-
ability also stems from banks 
continuing to earn interest 
income from existing restruc-
tured loans.

Cambodia’s monetary mea-

sures are unlike its regional 
peers, Thailand, Malaysia 
and Singapore, which grant-
ed a grace period of six to 12 
months on principal and in-
terest payments.

Undeniably, National Bank 
of Cambodia (NBC)’s decision 
was a saviour for the players 
in the sector, so to speak. For 
instance, public-listed Acle-
da Bank Plc, where Channy 
serves as president and group 
managing director, main-
tained a steady year-on-year 
rise in net interest income 
(NII) and profit. It posted a 
10.2 per cent growth in NII at 
$177.1 million in the cumula-
tive six months period ended 
June 30, 2020 as opposed to 
$160.7 million last year.

Total loans and advances 
inched up 0.7 per cent to 
$3.87 billion in the same peri-
od from $3.85 billion in 2019.

Taken together, this growth 
partially contributed to a 9.6 
per cent gain on Acleda’s net 
profit of $63.7 million for the 
first half this year compared 
to $58.2 million a year ago.

Overall, loans in the King-
dom to consumers and busi-
nesses climbed nearly 20 per 
cent to $34.4 billion as of June 
30 this year, partly spurred 
by the low interest loans of-
fered under Covid-19 circum-
stances. Although in August 
it dipped to $1.6 billion from 
$1.8 billion a year ago.

Bank and financial institu-
tion assets totalled $54.1 bil-
lion in the first half of this 
year. They consisted of loans 
(about 60 per cent), deposits 
with the central bank (22 per 
cent) and loans to other finan-
cial institutions (10 per cent). 
The remaining components 
were made up of cash, gold, 

securities and fixed assets.
At the same time, overall 

deposits expanded by 12.3 
per cent to $30.5 billion while 
bank capital gained 10.8 per 
cent at $6 billion.

Looking at the figures, it is 
no surprise that the financial 
institution sector is none too 
perturbed as oftentimes it is 
one of the most stable sectors 
in a country.

“Banks by and large are ro-
bust, thanks to 10 years of 
broadly benign economic 
conditions and relentless reg-
ulatory pressure to reinforce 
balance sheets, most banking 
systems are in good shape.

“They have the capacity to 
withstand an inevitable rise 
in bad debts over the coming 
months as individuals and 
companies begin to default,” 
Moody’s said in a note on 
September 24.

But one cannot dismiss the 
notion that the sector is not 
without risks.“The key threat 
to banks is a meaningful sec-
ond wave of the pandemic, 
leading to either a new round 
of blanket lockdowns, with 
further severe implications for 
economic activity, or to self-
imposed changes in behaviour 
with a similar if milder effect.

“In this case, bank credit-
worthiness would likely suf-
fer a more durable erosion,” 
Moody’s wrote.

Stimulating the sector
For now, regulatory policies 

that were enhanced by NBC 
after the 2008 global financial 
crisis have somewhat helped 
to shore up requirement re-
serves and capital conserva-
tion buffers against any sys-
tem shock.

Based on its data, the solvency 
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Will the financial sector continue 

to buck Covid-19 headwinds?
Cambodia’s banks and financial institutions are least affected by the economic conditions 
but a prolonged pandemic could knock the wind off its wings

Negative outlooks for banks are driven by deteriorating operating conditions as well 
as concerns over asset risk and profitability
Evolution of the main drivers of banking system outlooks between 2019 and 2020

Source: Moody’s Investors Service Inc

Source: Cambodia Microfinance Association 2019

2019

2020

2020Source: Cambodia Microfinance Association

Trend of 30+ days past due (Non-performing loan)



ratio and liquidity cover-
age of banks stood at 24 per 
cent and 155.7 per cent, re-
spectively, last year, with the 
latter indicator meeting the 
requirement under Basel III, 
a measurement to withstand 
impacts in a crisis.

As for profitability vis-a-vis 
return on assets (rOA) and 
equity (rOE), both segments 
improved by 1.9 per cent and 
9.8 per cent, respectively.

But, the existing policies 
alone would not have sup-
ported the sector in a de-
pressed economy, which is 
unlike preceding financial 
crises since the 1990s.

Credit Bureau of Cambodia 
(CBC) CEO Oeur Sothearoath 
alluded that here is where the 
Covid-19 measures imple-
mented by NBC and the gov-
ernment to reduce the burden 
on consumers inadvertently 
helped to keep the industry 
above water.

For example, NBC’s mone-
tary measures eased some ob-
ligations including the defer-
ment of the 50 per cent target 
on capital buffer till 2021 and 
the cutting of interest rates on 
liquidity-providing collatera-
lised operation (LPCO) to 2.5 
per cent from three per cent.

“It helped to keep up liquid-
ity and enabled financial insti-
tutions to keep lending to busi-
nesses in need of additional 
funds,” Channy told The Post.

Every month, the NBC con-

ducts two LPCO auctions. 
This year, $168 million would 
have been put on offer mont-
ly. (LPCO is a scheme which 
helps to inject liquidity in lo-
cal currency into the sector).

Based on the availability of 
funds from January to Sep-
tember and given the current 
high demand by financial in-
stitutions for the riel, Channy 
opined that all the funds 
would have been absorbed by 
the sector.

“In total, around 5.8 trillion 
riel [$1.4 billion] would have 
been disbursed [this year] 
and about 4.2 trillion riel [$1 
billion] remains outstanding 
and floating within the mar-
ket,” he said.

In comparison, some $58.2 
million was disbursed to 
banks via LPCO in the first 
half of 2018. 

Loan restructure in 2021?
The circular on loan re-

structuring at the height of 
the coronavirus pandemic in 
March also enabled the finan-
cial institutions restructure 
loans that were otherwise in 
default or doubtful.

Most of the restructuring took 
the form of payment moratori-
ums on outstanding principal.

“[Therefore] borrowers only 
pay interest for the [revised] 
term which normally does 
not exceed six months. Those 
measures ensured that banks 
still receive interest income 

while also not downsizing or 
downgrading the [loan] port-
folio,” he said.

As of August 31, 2020, up 
to $3.6 billion worth of loans 
had been restructured, CBC 
data showed.

But because the restructure 
is based on applications by 
borrowers and strict vetting by 
lenders, the pace fell in the fol-
lowing months after June when 
44,500 loans valued around 
$2.2 billion were revised.

CBC’s Sothearoath ex-
plained that on the part of a 
lender, policies are devised to 
evaluate a borrower’s credit 
history and that they are im-
pacted by Covid-19 before the 
restructuring is done.

“The prolonged debt 
exposure of borrowers 
will really depend on 
the type of restruc-
turing offered by the 

lender, the borrower profile and 
how the borrowers are using the 
restructured loans,” he said.

On the ground though, the 
situation is stark as 
scores of borrow-
ers, particularly 
those with credit 
from microfi-
nance institu-
tions (MFIs), 
claim that 
they were un-
able to appeal 
for some leni-
ency on pay-
ments.

In the past, 
NBC no 

less, as well as international 
financial institutions, local 
non-governmental organi-
sations and Human rights 
Watch have repeatedly high-
lighted the troubling spike in 
MFI debts, as it could trigger 
a systemic risk in the bank-
ing sector due to high credit 
growth.

Data from the 2017 Cam-
bodia Socioeconomic survey 
shared by World Bank revealed 
that about 40 percent of rural 
households were indebted.

The survey stated that out-
standing loans and credits 
from the MFI (and credit op-
erating) sector accounted for 
52.3 percent of debt owed by 
rural households.

By the end of 2019, there 
were 2.6 million MFI debtors 
with a collective loan value 
of over $10 billion in Cam-

bodia, according 
to Cambodia 

Microfinance 
Association 

(CMA).
T h e s e 

collatera-
lised loans 
stand at 
$3,804 per 
c a p i t a , 

which makes 
Cambodians 

the largest class 
of micro credit 

borrowers in the world.
Latest figures by CMA indi-

cate a dip in borrowers to 2.1 
million with a total outstand-
ing loan of $7 billion.

However, CMA spokesman 
Kaing Tongngy said although 
non-performing loans (NPL) of 
the entire financial sector was 
2.3 per cent in August com-
pared to 1.3 per cent in January 
this year, it is considered sus-
tainable by global standards 
in the industry. Overall, NPL 
stands at 2.5 per cent.

“In normal circumstances, 
loan restructuring may be 
considered as a NPL but dur-
ing a pandemic, it is [deemed] 
a normal performing loan 
based on NBC’s circular,” 
Tongngy said.

He claimed that while many 
of MFI clients have “recov-
ered” from the impact of the 
pandemic, there were still 
some, particularly those in 
the tourism sector who re-
mained impacted.

“We are still discussing with 
members and stakeholders 
on the possibility of continu-
ing [the] loan restructure 
[scheme] till the end of 2021 
for the impacted clients,” 
Tongngy said.

The MFI sector has a total 
of 2.8 million depositors with 
3.8 billion savings accounts.

Cambodia has a high pro-
liferation of financial institu-
tions in the region. Last year, 
NBC said there were 47 com-
mercial banks consisting of 
17 local banks, 17 subsidiaries 
and 13 foreign branch banks.

In addition, there are 15 
specialised banks, seven mi-
crofinance deposit-taking 
institutions, 76 microfinance 
non-deposit taking institu-
tions, 245 rural credit institu-
tions, and 15 financial leasing 
companies.

It has a thorough represen-
tation for various financial 
needs in the country for bor-
rowers and depositors, yet fi-
nancial literacy in rural areas 
remains comparatively low. 

Are banks out of the woods?
Channy does not think so, 

given the continuous negative 
economic outlook. In order to 
keep liquidity and not face a 
wave of NPLs, financial insti-
tutions are subject to contin-
uous stimulus measures.

Having said that, profits 
through 2020 will be largely 
contributed by the stimulus 
measures but as they are cur-
rently in place till the end of 
the year, banks are likely to 
see a more significant nega-
tive impact on portfolios and 
profits in 2021.

“On average, banks can be 
expected to end 2020 with 

a healthy profit on the 
books,” he said.
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credits Granted by Deposit Money Banks classified by Industry in June 2020

Source: National Bank of Cambodia (Economic and Monetary Statistics, June 2020)

*Rental and operational leasing activities, excluding real estate leasing and rentals
**Information Media and Telecommunications

*

**
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30+ days past due ratio by sector (%) Jan-Aug 2020

Source: Cambodia Microfinance Association

New loan disbursement by sector ($) Jan-Aug 2020

Source: Cambodia Microfinance Association
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InvIctus International 
school Phnom Penh is 
holding an Open House 
on saturday, October 10 

to showcase its high qual-
ity international education at 
accessible prices before it fully 
opens its doors to students 
later this month.

Invictus is Latin for 
“unconquerable”, and the 
singapore-based international 
school strives to overcome 
the challenges caused by the 
covid-19 pandemic to be all 
set to welcome the Kingdom’s 
young learners.

“At the Open House, we want 
to give parents and potential 
students the chance to meet 
and speak to the teachers and 
principal, and take a tour of 
our excellent campus. 

“We’re having two ses-
sions, one from 9am to 10:30 
and the other from 11am to 
12:30. I will be speaking at 
each session, explaining who 
we are, the benefits of coming 
here and what we offer,” clive 
swale, the principal of Invictus 
Phnom Penh, told The Post.

there will be various fun 
activities, with a bouncy castle, 
music and art sessions, not for-
getting a food sampling session 
from the school’s official food 
caterer, as the singapore-based 
international school outlines 
its top-quality education at an 
accessible price.

“We have a strong interna-
tional curriculum, using the uK 
Early Years Foundation stage 
[EYFs], International Primary 
curriculum [IPc], cambridge 
Lower secondary, Interna-
tional General certificate of 
secondary Education [IGcsE] 
and cambridge International 
A-Levels [IAL].”

“We start the learning 
journey at four years of age 
with an early years class, 
which is focused on play-based 
learning. this is based on the 
Early Years Foundation stage 
curriculum used in the uK, 
that focuses on communica-
tion and language; physi-
cal development; personal, 
social and emotional develop-
ment; literacy; mathematics; 
understanding the world; and 
expressive arts and design.

“And then in our primary 
education, we use the singa-
pore Mathematics teaching 
approach, which provides 
strategies and different ways 
for children to problem solve, 
while following the IPc cur-
riculum,” Principal swale said.

the Open House will show-
case Invictus’ high quality edu-

cation – which uses a holistic 
student-centred approach and 
offers all-through education 
from Reception through to Year 
13, in preparation of students 
for success – both academi-
cally and in life. there are also 
English-Mandarin, English-
French, and English-Khmer 
language options.

Scholarship programme
Dyphan sea Akphirak, the 

father of seven-year-old twins 
nimith and Muny, said he is 
thrilled for his sons to have 
been enrolled in Invictus.

Akphirak – an engineer at 
a singaporean company in 
the cambodian capital – said: 
“I am really excited for my 
sons to be learning at Invictus 
Phnom Penh. I was recom-
mended Invictus by a colleague 
at work. 

“I was very impressed with 
their high level of education 
for the price. I think that the 
principal and teachers here are 
really committed and they re-
ally care for their students.

“In addition to the excellent 
education, it was important for 
me that my sons go to a school 

with a strong ethos and one 
that genuinely cares, and we 
have found that at Invictus.”

speaking highly of Invictus’ 
six core values of Respect; 
Resilience; care; collaboration; 
Excellence; and Joyous Life-
long Learning, Akphirak said: 
“Of the school’s core values, I 
find ‘care’ the most important 
for our society. I look forward 
to seeing my sons grow up to 
be good citizens. 

“the combination of a  
good education and Invictus’ 
focus on character develop-
ment and lifelong learning 
makes me confident my sons 
will be well-rounded adults 
who are prepared for the 
future. I am happy to trust 
Invictus with this.”  

nimith, nicknamed Eric and 
the older brother by eight min-
utes, said: “I am excited to be 
at Invictus because it is a very 
good school, and I love the 
library and the new books.”

Muny, nicknamed William, 
added: “All our teachers are 
nice and they are smart. I  
think this is what makes a 
good teacher.”

Having shown its commit-

ment to providing accessible 
education, Invictus is going 
further with full, half and 
partial scholarships. 

Principal swale said it is part 
of the Invictus ethos to offer 
the scholarship programme.

“the Invictus International 
school scholarship Programme 
is yet another way that Invictus 
Phnom Penh is benefiting the 
cambodian education sector as 
it provides accessible qual-
ity education that nurtures 
individuals in innovative and 
inspiring ways to be lifelong 
learners who contribute posi-
tively for a better tomorrow.

“It is our wish that children 
on these scholarships can go 
all the way and graduate to go 
on to their desired university. 
Research shows that girls are 
somewhat under-represented 
in the cambodian educa-
tion system. We are hoping 
that our scholarships will 
encourage more girls to enter 
education and go on to higher 
education. 

“It is exciting to think that 
with the help of Invictus, these 
young people, like all our 
students, can follow the path of 

their choosing. We are incred-
ibly excited to be a part of 
that,” Principal swale said.

the Open House on October 
10 will come in two sessions, 
the first beginning at 9am and 
the second session at 11am.

The Invictus International 
School Phnom Penh Open 
House is being held on Satur-
day October 10 from 9am. Scan 
the QR code below to find out 
more and to register.

Contact information
• www.invictus.com.kh
• +855 92 222 868
• info@invictus.com.kh
• 144C, Norodom Blvd (St 41), 
Sangkat Tonle Bassac, Khan 
Chamkarmon, Phnom Penh

Invictus Open House to showcase 
top quality, accessible education 

The campus of Invictus Phnom Penh can be found at 144C, Norodom Boulevard. The classrooms and library have been designed to stimulate creativity. Clive Swale, the principal of Invictus Phnom Penh. 

Dyphan Sea Akphirak – the father of twins Nimith and Muny – says he is ‘really excited’ to have his sons learning at Invictus Phnom Penh. 

 www.phnompenhpost.com/post-focus education

Invictus International School 
Phnom Penh is holding an  
Open House on October 10  
as it presents its high-quality 
learning at accessible prices.
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the Denisovans, did not carry 
the telltale snippet.

Modern humans and Nean-
derthals could have inherited 
the gene fragment from a com-
mon ancestor some half-mil-
lion years ago, but it is far more 
likely to have entered the Homo 
sapiens gene pool through 
more recent interbreeding, the 
researchers concluded.

the potentially dangerous 
string of Neanderthal DNA is not 
evenly distributed today across 
the globe, the study showed.

Some 16 per cent of europeans 
carry it, and about half the pop-
ulation across South Asia, with 
the highest proportion – 63 per 

cent – found in bangladesh.
this could help explain why 

individuals of bangladeshi 
descent living in britain are 
twice as likely to die from cov-
id-19 as the general popula-
tion, the authors speculate.

In east Asia and Africa the gene 
variant is virtually absent.

About two per cent of DNA in 
non-Africans across the globe 
originate with Neanderthals, 
earlier studies have shown.

Denisovan remnants are also 
widespread but more sporadic, 
comprising less than one per 
cent of the DNA among Asians 
and Native Americans, and 
about five per cent of aborigi-
nal Australians and the people 
of Papua New Guinea. AFP

Neanderthals, modern 
man maybe inherited trait 
from common ancestor

Japan’s defence 
ministry seeks 
budget increase

US refugee admissions at record low

JAPAN’S defence ministry sought a 
budget increase from Prime Min-
ister Yoshihide Suga’s government 
on Wednesday, to build and buy 

more aircraft and weaponry amid ris-
ing military tensions in the region.

If approved by the cabinet, the 5.49 
trillion yen ($52 billion) sum for the 
fiscal year starting April next year will 
mark a ninth straight annual rise. It will 
be a 3.3 per cent increase from the ini-
tial defence budget for this fiscal year.

Japan will also host a meeting next 
tuesday of top diplomats from the 
other Quad nations – the US, Austra-
lia and India – to discuss the Free and 
open Indo-Pacific policy that was 
mooted to counterbalance china.

It will be the first face-to-face high-
level multilateral conference in tokyo 
since the covid-19 outbreak, and 
comes amid rising chinese assertive-
ness in the region.

Hosted by foreign minister toshim-
itsu Motegi, the conference will bring 
together US Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo, Australian foreign minister 
Marise Payne and Indian external affairs 
minister Subrahmanyam Jaishankar.

Motegi, noting the “increasing 
value proposition” that the Free and 

open Indo-Pacific policy brings to 
the region, told a news conference 
on tuesday: “It is timely that foreign 
ministers from the four countries 
that share the same ambitions over 
regional matters exchange views over 
various challenges.”

Suga is also planning his first over-
seas visits – to Vietnam and Indone-
sia, this month – since he took office, 
Japanese media reported.

this echoes the actions of his pre-
decessor Shinzo Abe, who also visited 
the two countries first after taking of-
fice amid an ASeAN-centric focus.

Suga’s government is set to put 
together an updated defence plan 
by the end of this year, and will very 
likely approve a controversial plan for 
pre-emptive strikes on enemy bases if 
an attack is deemed to be imminent.

tokyo is also studying alternatives 
to the Aegis Ashore missile defence 
system, which was scrapped in June 
over ballooning costs and safety and 
technical concerns.

thus, the defence ministry budget 
request on Wednesday does not in-
clude these potential costs, and may 
yet increase further.

Still, the 5.49 trillion yen plan in-

cludes substantial increases for de-
fence against space, cyber and elec-
tromagnetic warfare.

It sought 123.7 billion yen – an in-
crease of 18 per cent over this year 
– for outer space, including for fea-
sibility studies on a constellation of 
small satellites for constant surveil-
lance. Another 23 billion yen will be 
spent on surveillance against elec-
tromagnetic attacks.

It also intends to devote 35.7 billion 
yen to cyber security – a 50 per cent 
rise from this year – with plans to set 

up a new cyber-security unit within 
Japan’s Self-Defence Forces.

but the bulk of the sum will be for 
conventional weaponry, including 58.7 
billion yen to research and develop a 
next-generation stealth fighter jet.

Another 66.6 billion yen will be 
spent on four F-35A fighter aircraft 
and two vertical take-off F-35b jets.

Japan plans to spend 69.1 billion 
yen to build a submarine, as well as 
15.3 billion yen to develop an anti-
aircraft jammer and 3.3 billion yen to 
test an anti-drone laser weapon.

but Kobe University security ex-
pert tosh Minohara thinks that the 
requested budget increase is “not 
nearly enough”.

this is because Japan, which spent 
just 0.9 per cent of its gross domestic 
product on defence last year, still falls 
short of expectations that two per 
cent be spent on defence.

He said: “this is not china against 
Japan, but against the world with 
shared values, which is only as strong 
as the sum of its parts.” THE STRAITS TIMES 

(SINGAPORE)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

PreSIDeNt Donald trump’s 
administration late on 
Wednesday said the US will 
admit a record low of no more 
than 15,000 refugees over the 
coming year despite surging 
global displacement, stepping 
up its hard line one month 
before elections.

the State Department an-
nounced the number just half 
an hour before the october 1 
start of the 2021 fiscal year, 
narrowly meeting a deadline 
set by US law following criti-
cism from lawmakers.

the 15,000 figure – the maxi-
mum who can be admitted over 
the next 12 months barring a 
change in administration – is a 
further cut from 18,000 last year 
and down dramatically from 
more than 100,000 under previ-
ous president barack obama.

trump, who has campaigned 
on fierce denunciations of im-
migration, already suspended 
refugee admissions entirely 
for several months this year 
citing the covid-19 pandemic.

explaining the proposed 
new numbers, which need 
formal White House ap-
proval, the State Department 
said the US wanted to help 
displaced people “as close to 
their homes as possible” until 
they can go back.

It said: “by focusing on end-
ing the conflicts that drive dis-
placement in the first place, 
and by providing overseas 
humanitarian assistance to 
protect and assist displaced 

people, we can prevent the de-
stabilising effects of such dis-
placement on affected coun-
tries and their neighbours.”

refugee advocates had 
pleaded with the trump ad-
ministration to raise admis-
sions in the face of global 
conflicts and fresh instability 
due to the pandemic.

Nearly 80 million people 
around the world are dis-
placed, double the number a 
decade ago, according to the 
UN refugee agency.

on September 8, a fire rav-
aged a bursting-at-the-seams 
camp that had been attempt-
ing to house 20,000 people on 
the Greek island of Lesbos, a 
key entry point to the eU.

trump’s Democratic rival 
in November 3 elections, Joe 
biden, has pledged to raise the 

refugee cap to 125,000, saying 
that welcoming the persecut-
ed is in line with US values.

the trump campaign has 
run advertisements high-
lighting biden’s stance on 
refugees, saying he is “weak” 
and would bring in people 
from “dangerous” places.

Asked about impending 
cuts to the refugee quota, Sec-
retary of State Mike Pompeo 
said on tuesday that there 
was “no more generous coun-
try” than the US in providing 
humanitarian assistance.

In response to a question at 
a news conference in rome, 
Pompeo said: “You suggest 
somehow that we didn’t do 
our fair share when it comes 
to refugees – nothing could 
be further from the truth.

“We’ve taken more refugees 

inside the United States than 
any other nation over the 
course of the last 20 years.”

the US for years took in 
more refugees than the rest of 
the world combined. but last 
year canada topped the US as 
the leader by resettling more 
than 30,000 refugees, accord-
ing to UN data.

Democratic lawmakers ear-
lier feared that the trump ad-
ministration would not com-
ply with the requirement to 
provide a refugee number by 
october 1, making it impos-
sible to admit people.

“We need to restore the 
refugee programme and our 
moral authority around the 
world,” said representa-
tive Zoe Lofgren, who heads 
a House subcommittee in 
charge of immigration.

trump launched his 2016 
campaign on vows to keep 
out Mexican and Muslim im-
migrants, accusing them of 
violence, and took heat after a 
debate on tuesday with biden 
for equivocating on condemn-
ing white supremacists.

trump has frequently as-
sailed German chancellor 
Angela Merkel for letting in 
hundreds of thousands of 
mostly Syrian migrants.

Syria remains the world’s 
largest source of refugees after 
nearly a decade of brutal civil 
war. More than five million 
people have also fled Venezu-
ela’s crumbling economy and 
political tumult. AFP

Nearly 80 million people around the world are displaced. PIXABAY

People infected with Covid-19 who carry a specific snippet of genetic 
coding bequeathed by Neanderthals are three times more likely to 
need mechanical ventilation. AFP

Some 66.6 billion yen ($630 million) will be spent on four F-35A fighter aircraft and two vertical take-off F-35B jets. AFP
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ASEAN

JAPAN’S newly minted Prime 
Minister Yoshihide Suga is set 
to visit Vietnam and Indonesia 
in mid-october for his first 
overseas trip as prime minis-
ter, several government sourc-
es said on Wednesday.

the itinerary is intended to 
demonstrate his stance of 
placing importance on coop-
eration with the ASeAN bloc, 
bearing in mind that china is 
gaining more influence in the 
region.

Suga is expected to hold 
summits with Vietnamese 
Prime Minister Nguyen Xuan 
Phuc and Indonesian Presi-
dent Joko “Jokowi” Widodo. 
the Japanese government will 
make a final decision on the 
trip while monitoring the nov-
el coronavirus infection situa-
tion in both countries.

Former Prime Minister Shin-
zo Abe also visited the two 
countries, among others, on 
his first foreign trip after the 
inauguration of his second 
administration.

Suga will convey his inten-
tion to follow Abe’s diplomatic 
policies, including the “free 
and open Indo-Pacific”, during 
his visit to the two countries.

Vietnam is this year’s ASeAN 
chair and Indonesia has the 
largest population in the region. 
tensions are rising in Southeast 
Asia over the South china Sea, 
where china is pressing ahead 
with militarisation, and Suga is 
expected to stress the impor-
tance of the rule of law, among 
other issues.

because of the novel corona-
virus pandemic, Abe’s trip to 
the Middle east in January was 
the last time a Japanese prime 
minister travelled overseas. THE 

YOMIURI SHIMBUN (JAPAN)/ASIA NEWS 

NETWORK

HcMc paving economic pathways
t

He development of Ho chi 
Minh city’s (HcMc’s) North-
western Urban Area (NUA) is 
expected to attract increased 

investment, drive economic growth 
of neighbouring areas, and strength-
en relations with cambodia and other 
ASeAN countries.

the NUA, located in Hoc Mon and 
cu chi districts, is on the trans-Asia 
axis connecting the city and tay Ninh 
province with the Kingdom via the pro-
posed HcMc-Moc bai expressway. 

It is located in an area near ring roads 
No 3 and 4, which connect fast-grow-
ing and dynamic localities such as tay 
Ninh province’s trang bom district, 
Dong Nai province’s bien Hoa city, 
binh Duong province’s Di An and thu 
Dau Mot cities, and Long An province’s 
Duc Hoa and Duc Hue districts.

the development of the NUA is 
expected to be the driving force for 
growth of these neighbouring areas.

the completion and operation of a 
double-tunnel project at An Suong inter-
section between HcMc’s District 12 and 
Hoc Mon district helps reduce traffic con-
gestion at the city’s northwest gateway.

the new double tunnel plays an 
important role in removing transport 
bottlenecks, and improves connec-
tions with the city’s NUA.

HcMc is also implementing several 
major transport projects connecting 
to the NUA, including the HcMc-
Moc bai expressway project between 
HcMc and tay Ninh province, and 
the Metro Line No 2 project linking 
ben thanh Market in District 1 with 
tham Luong bus terminal in District 
12 and cu chi district.

HcMc and tay Ninh province are 
working with the Ministry of trans-
port to start construction of the Hc-
Mc-Moc bai expressway project later 
this year or early next year.

the Metro Line No 2 project is speed-
ing up site clearance and compen-
sation for affected households. the 
HcMc Urban railway Management 
board said that land has been handed 
over for construction of stations S10 
and S11 on Pham Van bach Street in 
binh tan district, and S5 Station on Le 
thi rieng Street in District 10.

the Metro Line No 2 project is ex-

pected to be completed in 2026.
the Ho chi Minh Highway section 

running through the tay Nguyen 
(central Highlands) region connects 
to HcMc’s cu chi district and is be-
ing built to link to Long An province, 
according to the city’s Department of 
Planning and Architecture.

Waterways that connect the city 
centre with other provinces along the 
Saigon river and Xang canal are also 
being exploited.

Many industrial zones and clusters 
as well as tourist areas in the city’s 
northwest section are an important 
basis for the development of the NUA.

the Hi-tech Agricultural Park in cu 
chi district, for example, has become 
a bright spot in science and technol-
ogy application. It conducts research 
and applies breeding and tissue culture 
methods to produce high-quality seed-
lings, which are provided to farmers in 
the city and neighbouring provinces.

It also provides a wide range of probi-
otics and fruits in large quantities and 
ensures food safety for dragon fruit, ba-
nana and coconut and other products.

Since 2011, farms in cu chi district 
have offered tourism services, attract-
ing groups of students to visit, study 

and enjoy real-life work activities and 
creating more income for locals.

the 650ha tan Phu trung Industrial 
Park near National Highway No 22 
and a 100ha Automotive-Mechanical 
Industrial Park in the district are ex-
pected to attract huge investment in 
key industries, with priority given to 
automotive engineering, mechanical 
engineering, electricity-electronics 
and supporting industries.

Public land funds are still plentiful 
in localities in the northwestern area.

Nguyen thanh toan, former deputy 
director of the city’s Department of Plan-
ning and Architecture, said new urban 
areas will be designed with full functions 
and technical and social infrastructure 
to meet the demand of investors.

Investment procedures for an 800ha 
international university urban area, 
which will be a key functional area in 
the NUA, are being implemented.

the municipal People’s committee 
has approved the adjustment of the 
city’s NUA plan.

the area to be adjusted covers over 
6,000ha, including tan thoi Nhi com-
mune in Hoc Mon district, the com-
munes of tan An Hoi, Phuoc Hiep, tan 
Phu trung and tan thong Hoi and cu 

chi town in cu chi district, the tay 
bac Solid Waste treatment complex, 
and An Ha and thay cai canals.

the adjustment plan calls for the 
use of greenery on uncultivated land 
and construction of sports grounds 
on uncultivated land for residential 
areas, and the use of greenery and 
water surfaces to create spacious rec-
reational areas for residents.

New residential areas will be located 
along the main road axis.

Infrastructure will be fully developed 
for new residential areas, creating fa-
vourable conditions for sustainable 
development of new urban areas and 
making them attractive to investors.

High-rises in new residential areas 
will be located along the road axes, in-
cluding National Highway No 22 and 
the road along Metro Line No 2.

buildings for commercial and ser-
vice centres will be located in the cen-
tre of the urban area near Metro Line 
No 2 stations.

the new urban area will be a centre 
for trade, and health, cultural, educa-
tion, sport and entertainment servic-
es. It is expected to have a population 
of about 300,000 residents by 2025. 
VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Laos, china celebrate 
milestone in railway 
construction progress
ALL of the 75 tunnels forming part of 
the Laos-china railway have now 
been bored, marking a major mile-
stone in the construction of the 
US$5.9 billion mega-project.

Xiang Ngeun No 3 tunnel, which is 
located in Luang Prabang province 
210km north of Vientiane, is the last 
tunnel completed on the 422km rail-
way, china’s Xinhua News Agency 
reported.

Project management committee 
head chantoula Phanalasy told Vien-
tiane times that completion of the 
tunnels mean the hardest work had 
been done and the main challenges 
of the project had been removed.

“tunnels are a major part of the 
Laos-china railway and their comple-
tion is an important milestone in the 
construction of the railway,” he said.

Authorities and companies held an 
event in Vientiane this week to cele-
brate this landmark. 

From now on, the main task will be 
shifting from the large-scale civil 
engineering stage to the installation 
of rail track and station construction, 
as well as training the personnel 

needed to operate and manage the 
railway next year.

the railway, which links Vientiane 
to the chinese border with a top oper-
ating speed of 160km/h, has 75 tun-
nels that run for 198km and bridges 
spanning a total length of 62km.

the railway crosses the Mekong 
river twice, passing through two 
60km tropical forest mountain areas, 
with complex geology and a harsh 
construction environment such as 
steep terrain, turbulent rivers, broken 
rock formations, and frequent water 
and mud inrush in tunnels.

During the rainy season, over 
70,000 cubic metres of silt and soft 
soil accumulated on the construction 
site, with the deepest part of the silt 
reaching three metres. As well as 
excavating the silt, chinese engineers 
also needed to build trenches, cable 
troughs and escalators on the site, 
according to Xinhua.

the Laos-china railway co Ltd was 
quoted in Xinhua as saying that all 
participating engineering firms from 
china and Laos have overcome dif-
ficulties in organising construction 

resources and the supply of materials 
and equipment.

the covid-19 pandemic affected 
the drilling of tunnels but the govern-
ments of Laos and china worked 
together to facilitate this work.

In September, chinese engineering 
companies finished drilling the ban 
Phoukeu tunnel in Muang Nga, 

oudomxay province, and the 9.59km 
“friendship tunnel” across the border 
between Laos and china.

track has been laid on 148km, 
comprising one third of the railway, 
and the roof has been laid on the 
first station in Nateuy. Meanwhile 
roof tops are being built at Phon-
hong and Kasy stations.

chinese firms have laid track 
through Vangvieng station, which is 
one of the four main stations.

construction of the railway began 
in 2016 and as of August 31 was 91.11 
per cent complete. the whole project 
is scheduled to be completed and 
open to traffic in December next year. 
VIENTIANE TIMES/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Japan’s Suga 
to visit VN, 
Indonesia 
in first trip

The development of Ho Chi Minh City’s Northwestern Urban Area is expected to attract increased investment. SUPPLIED/VIET NAM NEWS

The railway, which links Vientiane to the Chinese border with a top operating speed of 160km/h, has 75 tunnels that run for 198km 
and bridges spanning a total length of 62km. LAOS-CHINA RAILWAY CO LTD
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Opinion

A
S GoVerNMeNtS, research 
organisations and pharma-
ceutical companies race to 
find vaccines for the novel 

coronavirus, a recent survey pub-
lished in The Lancet found that only 
67 per cent of the US population 
would accept a vaccine for covid-19 
if it were recommended for them.

Within weeks of the survey, a major 
vaccine trial at oxford University was 
paused after a participant fell ill.

this may confirm the suspicions of 
those afraid of vaccinations, but the 
pause in the development of the vac-
cine after one participant out of 30,000 
fell ill shows that the researchers are 
following strict safety protocols.

the question is – once vaccines hit 
the market, what then? From the per-
spective of maximum social welfare, 
everyone should be vaccinated.

Globally, as of September 10, there 
have been more than 27 million con-
firmed cases of covid-19. Southeast 
Asia contributes about 5.1 million cases, 
exceeding europe at 4.6 million cases.

More than 900,000 people have died, 
and the number is still climbing. the 
estimates of the cost to the global econ-
omy range from $5.5 to $8.8 trillion, 
according to Asian Development bank.

When a vaccine is ready to pro-
duce, the world needs more than 7.5 
billion doses. And if each person 
needs two doses, that figure doubles.

It is a massive demand that produc-
ers cannot fulfil by next year, even if 
the vaccines obtain approval by the 
end of this year. An equitable alloca-
tion of vaccines will be the most chal-
lenging task due to short supplies.

two critical questions emerge – 
should the government make it man-
datory? How should vaccines for cov-
id-19 be allocated?

For the first question, we can apply 
the economic theory of “merit 
goods”. A merit good is characterised 
by its meritorious impact, and 
despite the fact that it is not typically 
a public good, pubic funds may be 
used to provide it for mass consump-
tion (Musgrave, 1959, 1998).

economic discourse may contest 
the position of merit goods, but pub-
lic policy applies it in practice. Pri-
mary education and health care are 
among the most common merit 
goods recognised in many countries, 
especially in countries with substan-
tial welfare states.

How does the covid-19 vaccine fit 
within this analysis?

the arguments for coercion to con-
sume merit goods include the poten-
tial for people to act irrationally, 
increasing consumption of impor-
tant goods for the beneficiaries, and 

maximising social welfare.
Social welfare is the most critical 

argument for the covid-19 vaccine 
viewed as a merit good. culyer (1971), 
a prominent british health economist, 
argued that externalities in merit 
goods could serve as a justification for 
the government to intervene in the 
market. the global loss from the cov-
id-19 pandemic is huge and still 
counting if the world fails to control it.

there are both positive and negative 
externalities in imposing the covid-19 
vaccine. Positive externalities include 
additional protection for large popu-
lations, which can reduce virus trans-
mission, thus reducing health work-
ers’ burden and freeing up space in 

hospitals for non-covid-19 patients.
It also reduces both private and 

public costs for covid-19 patients’ 
treatment and prevents productivity 
losses from infected people.

the treatment costs for one covid-
19 patient could reach tens of thou-
sands of dollars, far higher than the 
deemed maximum price of the vac-
cine at $40 per dose (GAVI Alliance).

on the other hand, negative exter-
nalities of not being vaccinated mainly 
come from negative impacts. A non-
vaccinated person potentially becomes 
a virus spreader and infect others who 
are not yet vaccinated, and those who 
have been vaccinated but have yet to 
develop the antibodies.

economic costs include – high 

treatment costs, productivity loss, 
overwhelmed health workers and 
crowding out non-covid-19 patients.

Mandatory vaccination deals with 
social welfare maximisation. It is not 
about the government overruling the 
individual preference for the risk of 
isolated impacts.

there is no place for selfish behaviour 
in this pandemic. each country also has 
a responsibility to control the virus.

especially as global connectivity is 
essential for economies, while the 
period of immunity is still unknown, 
failures to contain this virus in one 
country means a higher risk of trig-
gering the next pandemic wave 
across other countries.

on September 2, erick thohir, the 
executive director of the Indonesian 
government’s covid-19 response and 
economic recovery committee, said 
the government planned to provide free 
vaccines for only 93 million Indone-
sians and let the rest pay for themselves.

that means the government aims to 
cover the immunity of 35 per cent of 
the country’s total population. How-
ever, to reach herd immunity, the por-
tion of the population with immunity 
should be at least 70 per cent to 90 per 
cent (D’Souza and Dowdy, John Hop-
kins School of Public Health).

the vaccine price is a big obstacle 
for many Indonesians, many of 
whom already struggle during the 
prolonged crisis. Another challenge 

comes from the people who are 
unwilling to take the vaccine shot 
because of their beliefs. both chal-
lenges combined pretty much close 
the door to herd immunity.

If Indonesia still experiences waves 
of infections in the coming years, eco-
nomic recovery will be just a fantasy.

Neither tourists nor businesses or 
investors will come to a country with 
a high rate of covid-19 infections. 
Would you build your plant in a 
country if you think that many of 
your workers could get sick there?

If the authority is willing to consider 
the covid-19 vaccine as a merit good 
and provide mass vaccination, how 
should it be done? It is highly unlikely 
that the vaccine doses will be ready 
quickly for all the population.

there will be incremental phases of 
provision based on the production 
capacity of pharma companies. If the 
capacity of bio Farma as a sole covid-
19 vaccine producer in Indonesia is 
not enough to supply doses covering 
90 per cent of the population by next 
year, the government can secure oth-
er procurement agreements.

Since the vaccine shots will be 
available only incrementally, it 
requires an effective way to allocate 
scarce goods to maximise the trans-
mission control and minimise fatali-
ties and treatment costs.

emmanuel et al (New England Jour-
nal of Medicine, 2020) proposed four 
criteria of ethical values used for 
rationing scarce health resources, 
namely – (1) maximising the benefits 
produced by scarce resources, (2) 
treating people equally, (3) promoting 
and rewarding instrumental value, 
and (4) giving priority to the worst-off.

the authors come up with six spe-
cific recommendations for allocating 
medical resources in the covid-19 
pandemic – maximise benefits; prior-
itise health workers; do not give on a 
first-come, first-served basis; be 
responsive to evidence; recognise 
research participation; and apply the 
same principles to all covid-19 and 
non-covid-19 patients.

As a country with challenging con-
nectivity, Indonesia should pay close 
attention to distribution and storage. 
transporting and storing vaccines 
typically requires a specific control-
led environment, which the responsi-
ble stakeholders can prepare from 
now on. Governments may think of 
the best way to set up the vaccines’ 
logistics system.

the clock is ticking, and amid 
health emergencies, the government 
should keep its focus on protecting 
the public’s health to protect the 
public’s socioeconomic wellbeing. THE 

JAKARTA POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

The writer is a senior economist at the Economic 
Research Institute for ASEAN and East Asia (ERIA)

opinion
Fauziah Zen

A Covid vaccine must be mandatory

With a race on to find a cure for Covid-19, a recent survey found that only 67 per cent of the 
US population would accept a vaccine. pixabay

From the perspective of 
maximum social welfare, 

everyone should be 
vaccinated



A TEAM of US astrophysicists 
has produced one of the most 
precise measurements ever 
made of the total amount of 
matter in the Universe, a long-
time mystery of the cosmos.

The answer, published in The 
Astrophysical Journal on Mon-
day, is that matter accounts for 
31.5 per cent – give or take 1.3 
per cent – of the total amount 
of matter and energy that make 
up the Universe.

The remaining 68.5 per cent is 
dark energy, a mysterious force 
that is causing the expansion of 
the Universe to accelerate over 
time, and was first inferred by 
observations of distant super-
novae in the late 1990s.

Put another way, this means 
the total amount of matter in 
the observable Universe is 
equivalent to 66 billion trillion 
times the mass of our Sun, said 
Mohamed Abdullah, a Univer-
sity of California, Riverside 
astrophysicist and the paper’s 
lead author.

Most of this matter – 80 per 
cent – is called dark matter. Its 

nature is not yet known, but it 
may consist of some as-yet-un-
discovered subatomic particle.

The latest measurements cor-
respond well with values previ-
ously found by other teams 
using different cosmological 
techniques, such as measuring 
temperature fluctuations in the 
low-energy radiation left over 
from the Big Bang.

“This has been a long process 
over the course of 100 years 
where we’re gradually getting 
more and more precise,” said 
Gillian Wilson, the study’s co-
author and a professor at UCR.

“It’s just kind of cool to be 
able to make such a funda-
mental measurement about 
the Universe without leaving 
planet Earth,” she added.

So how exactly do you weigh 
the Universe?

The team honed a 90-year-
old technique that involves 
observing how galaxies orbit 
inside galaxy clusters – mas-
sive systems that contain 
thousands of galaxies.

These observations told 

them how strong each galaxy 
cluster’s gravitational pull was, 
from which its total mass could 
then be calculated.

Fate of the Universe
In fact, explained Wilson, 

their technique was originally 
developed by the pioneering 
astronomer Fritz Zwicky, who 
was the first person to suspect 
the existence of dark matter in 
galaxy clusters, in the 1930s.

He noticed that the com-
bined gravitational mass of the 
galaxies he observed in the 
nearby Coma galaxy cluster 
was insufficient to prevent 
those galaxies from flying away 
from one another, and realised 
there must be some other 
invisible matter at play.

The UCR team, whose 
research received money 
from the US National Science 
Fou ndat ion a nd NASA, 
refined Zwicky’s technique, 
developing a tool they called 
GalWeight that determines 
more accurately which gal-
axies belong to a given clus-

ter and which do not.
They applied their tool to the 

Sloan Digital Sky Survey, the 
most detailed three-dimen-
sional maps of the Universe 
currently available, measuring 
the mass of 1,800 galaxy clus-
ters and creating a catalogue.

Finally, they compared the 
number of clusters observed 
per unit volume in their cata-
logue against a series of compu-
ter simulations, each of which 
was fed a different value for the 
total matter of the Universe.

Simulations with too little 
matter had too few clusters, 
while those with too much 
matter had too many clusters.

The “Goldilocks” value they 
found fit just right.

Wilson explained that hav-
ing a more precise measure of 
the total amount of matter in 
the Universe may take us a 
step closer to learning the 
nature of dark matter, because 
“we know just how much mat-
ter we should be looking for” 
when scientists carry out par-
ticle experiments, for example 

at the Large Hadron Collider.
What’s more, “the total 

amount of dark matter and 
dark energy tells us the fate of 
the Universe”, she added, with 
the current scientific consen-

sus being that we are headed 
for a “Big Freeze” where galax-
ies move further and further 
apart, and the stars in those 
galaxies eventually run out of 
fuel. AFP
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A supermassive black hole powers the fountain-like flow of gas in the 
Abell 2597 galaxy cluster. EUROPEAN SOUTHERN OBSERVATORY/AFP

What’s the matter with the Universe? Scientists explain

Vietnamese beauty queen funds girls’ dreams
S

KIN-WHITENING, child mar-
riage, a curtailed education: 
Vietnamese model and litera-
cy campaigner H’Hen Nie has 

defied traditional expectations laid on 
her – and is now determined to show 
the next generation a different way. 

The 2017 Miss Universe Vietnam 
winner, who hails from the Ede eth-
nic minority group in the Central 
Highlands, was 14 years old when 
her farmer mother suggested she 
find a husband. 

“I was really scared of getting mar-
ried. At that time I liked to swim, 
slide down slopes and play in the 
forest,” the 28-year-old says.

She was being led down the path 
of many poor, marginalised ethnic 
minority children in Vietnam – mar-
rying young, dropping out of school, 
and having a slimmer shot of making 
it to positions of power compared to 
the country’s Kinh majority.

But H’Hen had other plans, ex-
plaining: “I was competitive 
and I loved to study. And I 
had lots of dreams.”

Today, as the first ethnic 
minority woman to win 
Vietnam’s crown, H’Hen is 
widely regarded as a trail-
blazer, going on to repre-
sent the country on Miss 
Universe’s world stage and 
finishing in the Top 5.

She is now an ambas-
sador for global non-
profit Room to 
Read, which fo-
cuses on girls’ 
education in 
the developing 
world – an is-
sue pulled into 
sharper focus 
as the corona-
virus exposes 
inequalities 
globally. 

A recent 
Malala Fund 
report found 

that 20 million more 
secondary school-
aged girls are at risk of 
permanently dropping 
out of school compared 
to boys by the time the 
crisis has passed. 

Charities are also 
warning that years 

of progress 
t a c k l i n g 

c h i l d 
m a r -
riage is 

being undone as desperate families, 
plunged into poverty because of the 
pandemic, marry young daughters 
off – meaning they are less likely to 
complete their education. 

Refusing to conform
In Vietnam, the legal age to wed is 

18, but UNICEF says one in 10 girls are 
married before. Among ethnic groups 
the figure is almost double that.

Growing up with six siblings in a 
traditional stilt house, H’Hen knew 

from a young age what was expect-
ed of her due to her gender 

and ethnicity – but she de-
fiantly rejected the pres-

sures to conform. 
Even beauty became a 

battleground.
Colourism – prejudice 

against darker skin tones 
– is pervasive across Asia. 

Today, in the aftermath of 
the global Black Lives Matter pro-

tests, a backlash has begun against 
archaic beliefs that fair complexions 
are more desirable. 

But even as a young girl, H’Hen 
was ahead of the times. Her mother 
tried to convince her to use skin-
whitening products. 

“I refused to take it and would run 
away to play,” H’Hen remembered. 
“Teenagers often bought cream that 
made their faces extremely white . . . 
but I didn’t want to be like them.”

And while never outright rejecting 
her mother’s suggestions of marriage, 
she instead turned to her books and 
taught herself Vietnamese – her pass-
port out of the rural village where only 
a local dialect was spoken.

A decade later, sitting in a golden, 
chandeliered convention centre in 
Ho Chi Minh City, H’Hen is helping 
choose a local designer to dress her 
Miss Universe Vietnam successor.

Her early days in the bustling city 
were less glamorous. She worked as 

a maid to fund her degree in corpo-
rate finance, and family too came 
round to her ambitions.  

She says: “My mother started to 
save money for my studies. It was 
a huge sacrifice. I think my siblings 
were perhaps not given that much 
food – certainly no treats.”

Empowering girls, changing lives 
After a couple of years in the 

country’s commercial hub, she got 
her break as a model, and was soon 
thrust into the spotlight as the first 
ethnic minority woman to win the 
Miss Universe Vietnam title.

But her win brought out racists – 
who claimed her skin was too dark 
for her to be beautiful.

“I got made fun of so much that it 
became normal,” H’Hen says. 

The taunts only increased her de-
termination to instill confidence 
and a love of learning in girls from 
disadvantaged families.

“The thing that I couldn’t stand 
was their comments about my peo-
ple. I didn’t want others in my com-
munity to be criticised because of 
their skin . . . so I would speak out.”

on the advice of her mother – 
now her biggest champion – H’Hen 
poured all of her Miss Universe 
prize money into scholarship pro-
grammes for schoolchildren. 

Since her win, she has raised tens of 
thousands of dollars to build libraries 
in Vietnam’s rural central provinces 
and supported girls across Asia and 
Africa to complete secondary school.

H’Hen also mentors older girls who 
want to pursue their studies.

“I guess I’m a little biased when I 
meet girls from my community in 
Ho Chi Minh City,” she laughs.  

“If she’s a student, I encourage her 
to study more. If she’s struggling, I’ll 
offer to share her tuition fees.”

If they are given the tools to succeed, 
she says, nothing can hold them back.

H’Hen insistis: “I want to share 
this message and change some 
lives.” AFP

H’Hen Nie taught herself Vietnamese and worked as a maid in Ho Chi Minh City to pave her road to success. AFP



Police probe half-a-million euros 
in cash discovered in Paris cellar
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Greek square of old
  6 The Munsters’ pet 
 10 Seen
 14 Bails
 15 Skin opening
 16 Packaging material
 17 Grade school math lesson
 20 Cajun staple
 21 “Besides which ...”
 22 Standing straight
 23 With aloofness
 25 180 from WSW
 26 Entirely exposed
 29 Bing Crosby or Rudy Vallee, e.g.
 33 Blow holes?
 34 Remove wrinkles
 36 Pie ___ mode
 37 Time, relatively speaking
 41 Bad ___, Germany
 42 Unwanted organism in an 

aquarium
 43 Relative of the giraffe
 44 Kind of supplement
 47 Travel pamphlets
 48 Big game animal

 49 Sources of Davy Crockett hats
 51 Harsh Athenian lawgiver
 54 Open to breezes
 55 In ___ of (replacing)
 59 One of a well-known 52
 62 Classic door-to-door marketer
 63 Twist-apart cookie
 64 Greek lyric poem
 65 Brand of construction toy
 66 Bull’s weapon
 67 Caruso or Domingo
DOWN
  1 Kind of sax
  2 Stare, like a tourist
  3 Skunk’s weapon
  4 Merchant
  5 Burning remnant
  6 Compete in a bee
  7 Odes, sonnets, etc.
  8 About
  9 It comes in a bag, often
 10 Two-dimensional sound
 11 Smooth the way of
 12 Grand in scale
 13 Word heard at an auction
 18 Vice squad action
 19 Ashcroft’s predecessor

 24 Start fishing
 25 White-tailed eagle
 26 Not yet nourished
 27 A Judd
 28 Container for liquids
 29 Prolonged unconsciousness
 30 Aquatic nymph
 31 Dispense with nuptials
 32 Punjabi princesses
 34 With no apparent purpose
 35 Tractor-trailer, e.g.
 38 “___! The Herald Angels Sing”
 39 Person, place or thing
 40 It may run down a mountain
 45 Dance-music genre
 46 What little things mean?
 47 “The Naked Maja” painter
 49 Juice pressed from apples
 50 Noted nebula locale
 51 Bargain hunter’s delight
 52 French bank
 53 Full of anticipation
 54 Disco Stu’s hairstyle
 56 Look ___ (visit briefly)
 57 Edible corm
 58 End ___ (ultimate customer)
 60 “That feels good!”
 61 Was introduced to

“GO FORTH AND MULTIPLY” 

Thursday’s solution

Thursday’s solution

Lifestyle

Club MWG was known for indie band performances and popular DJs, as well as LGBT party events. AFP

Kim Eun-hui, owner of the underground music club MWG, sits in front of the club during a farewell party. AFP

Pandemic claims one of 
Seoul’s oldest nightclubs 
t

UcKeD away in the 
dazzling neon lights 
of Seoul’s nightlife dis-
trict, club MWG, one 

of the capital’s oldest under-
ground music venues, closed 
its doors last weekend as the 
pandemic crunch begins to 
bite South Korean nightclubs. 

Founded in 1994, club MWG 
enjoyed its heyday in the 1990s 
when underground clubs were 
rare in the South’s capital. 

An intimate space with 
room to host 200 people, the 
club in Hongdae district was 
known for indie band perfor-
mances and popular DJs, as 
well as LGbt party events.

but in the past decade, the 
venue struggled with increas-
ing competition as the district 
became more commercialised. 

then the pandemic broke out 
– since May, Seoul’s nightclubs 
have been faced with repeated 
closure orders, hammering the 
final nail in club MWG’s coffin.

“It feels as if my limbs are 
being torn,” the club’s owner 
Kim eun-hui told AFP about 
the closure.

Kim had even taken up mul-
tiple jobs – construction work-
er, tutor, and part-time cleaner 
to name a few – to try and keep 
the business running. 

but since the virus restric-
tions, she has not been able 
to earn enough money to pay 
the rent for the venue.

“I didn’t want to give up . . . 
but ended up succumbing to 
the coronavirus,” she said.

culture critics say the club 
was instrumental in creating 

Hongdae’s unique scene in 
the 1990s, when it was known 
for its underground music 
performances – from indie to 
hip hop to heavy metal – and 
youthful exuberance.

“We have lost a symbol that 
represented Hongdae,” said 
critic Kim Seong-su.

For the club’s long-time regu-
lars, the news was devastating.

“I was so sad, I felt very down 
to a point where I couldn’t really 
say anything,” said Kim Jong-
chun, a 40-year-old who was a 
regular for almost two decades. 

“I loved that vibe which was 
very different from other ven-
ues,” he said.

“I’ve been to a number of 
other places, but I have to 
say no place can ever replace 
club MWG.” AFP

FreNcH police are investi-
gating the mysterious discov-
ery of over half a million eu-
ros in cash found in a suitcase 
in a locked cellar beneath a 
Paris apartment.

the apartment was being sold 
by a woman who had recently 
inherited it from her mother.

“We have not finished 
counting. but there is be-
tween €500,000 and €600,000 
[$585,000 and $702,000]” in 
denominations of €50, €100 
and €500, a source close 
to a criminal investigation 

opened into the windfall said 
on Wednesday.

the owner, a woman in 
her 50s, inherited the apart-
ment in an upscale Parisian 
suburb from her mother this 
year, according to the Pa-
risien newspaper.

She approached a real es-
tate agent for a valuation of 
the property. When the agent 
arrived to inspect the cellar, 
they found it locked.

After failing to track down 
the person who had taken 
over the cellar, the flat owner 

called out a locksmith. 
Many apartments in Paris 

come with cellars beneath the 
building, which help to com-
pensate for often cramped 
living quarters in the densely-
populated city.

When the estate agent re-
turned to examine the space, 
they came upon the cash-
filled suitcase.

the police were contacted 
and an investigation opened 
by Paris prosecutors, who 
handed the case to financial 
crimes specialists. AFP
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Man city, United ease into League quarters
P

eP Guardiola admit-
ted it was vital to 
keep a clean-sheet as 
League cup holders 

Manchester city got back on 
track with a 3-0 win against 
burnley, while Manchester 
United joined their rivals in 
the quarter-finals after beating 
brighton 3-0 on Wednesday.

Guardiola’s side suffered their 
heaviest home Premier League 
loss under the Spaniard on 
Sunday when Leicester handed 
them a humiliating 5-2 defeat.

A brace from raheem Ster-
ling at turf Moor ensured they 
washed away some of that bit-
ter taste from that defeat and 
Spanish forward Ferran torres, 
a close-season signing from 
Valencia, added city’s third 
goal with his first for the club.

“It was important we didn’t 
concede and the team was good 
in general,” Guardiola said.

“When you lose a game the 
most important thing is the 
next one. Firstly, because if 
you lose in this competition, 
you’re out.

“We are still far away from 
our best because we’re not 
training much. We have a lot 
of players out, six because of 
covid and four from injuries.

“but step by step when we 
have all the squad we will get 
better. We are in the quarter-
finals of this competition 
again so it’s good.”

city have won the League 
cup four times in the last five 
seasons and they remain on 
course to retain the trophy.

Guardiola’s men would have 
won by an even bigger score but 
for a fine display from burnley 
keeper bailey Peacock-Farrell.

Sterling and Kevin De 
bruyne both started in a 
strong city side that also in-
cluded riyad Mahrez and a 
debut for 18-year-old mid-
fielder cole Palmer.

Sterling made the break-
through 10 minutes before the 
interval with a powerful strike 
from benjamin Mendy’s cross.

the city forward doubled 
his tally at 49 minutes, finish-
ing off a good move involving 
De bruyne and torres.

city put the result beyond 
doubt in the 65th minute when 
Sterling failed to control a Mahr-
ez pass and the ball ran through 
for the 20-year-old torres to 
slam past Peacock-Farrell.

‘Never surprised’ 
At the Amex Stadium, 

Manchester United inflicted 

more misery on brighton 
four days after beating them 
3-2 in a dramatic Premier 
League game.

ole Gunnar Solskjaer’s side 
needed a 100th minute bruno 
Fernandes penalty to see off 
Albion on that occasion and 
conceding an equaliser mo-
ments early.

there was less drama this 
time as United made 10 
changes and brighton nine, 
with Solskjaer’s stand-ins 

proving far superior.
United, who last won the 

League cup in 2017, took the 
lead in the 44th minute when 
Scott Mctominay headed home 
from Juan Mata’s free-kick.

United doubled their ad-
vantage in the 73rd minute, 
with Donny Van De beek 
finding Spanish midfielder 
Mata, who slotted home his 
50th goal for the club.

Paul Pogba came off the 
bench to score seven min-

utes later when his free-kick 
curled in via a deflection off 
brighton’s Joel Veltman.

“A great performance by 
Juan Mata. He was the one 
who got on the ball and 
calmed us down. He was 
composed. He more or less 
created the first goal him-
self. I am never surprised 
when he plays like this,” Sol-
skjaer said.

“We needed the first 20-25 
minutes to get our confidence 
and get on the ball. We have 
worked on set pieces. You 
keep a clean sheet and this is 
important for a back four.”

Dominic calvert-Lewin hit a 
hat-trick as everton thrashed 
West Ham 4-1, but the win 
was overshadowed by injuries 
to the toffees’ brazilian stars 
richarlison and Allan.

calvert-Lewin put everton 
ahead with his sixth goal of 
the season after 11 minutes 
after Goodison Park.

carlo Ancelotti’s side, who 
have won six consecutive 
matches in all competitions 
this season, were pegged 
back by robert Snodgrass’s 
46th minute equaliser.

richarlison restored ever-
ton’s lead 10 minutes later 
before calvert-Lewin bagged 
his second treble already this 
season with goals in the 78th 
and 84th minute.

Newcastle survived a scare 
from fourth tier Newport be-
fore reaching the last eight 
with a 5-4 penalty shoot-out 
win after their 1-1 draw. afp

Injured Serena withdraws from French open 
SereNA Williams suffered 
another blow in her bid for a 24th 
Grand Slam title as the US play-
er withdrew from the French 
open on Wednesday with an 
Achilles injury, while 12-time 
champion rafael Nadal and 
women’s top seed Simona Halep 
eased into the third round.

the 39-year-old Williams, a 
three-time winner at roland 
Garros, pulled out ahead of her 
second round match against 

tsvetana Pironkova citing the 
injury that prompted her to 
skip the rome tune-up event. 

“the Achilles didn’t have 
enough time to heal after the 
US open,” said Williams, who 
admitted last week she was not 
fully fit after her run to the 
semi-finals in New York.

“I’m struggling to walk, so 
that’s kind of a telltale sign that 
I should try to recover.”

the injury likely means she 

will miss the rest of 2020, leav-
ing the Australian open in 
2021 as her next chance to 
equal Margaret court’s all-
time majors record.

“I need four to six weeks of 
sitting and doing nothing,” she 
said. “It’s more than likely that 
I won’t play another tourna-
ment this year.”

Her decision to pull out 
handed Pironkova a walkover 
and left Williams searching for 

a first major since the last of her 
23 titles at Melbourne in 2017.

“I always give 100 per cent, 
everyone knows that. Maybe 
even more than 100 if that’s 
possible. I take solace in that,” 
she told reporters.

“I think the Achilles is a real 
injury that you don’t want to 
play with because that is not 
good if it gets worse.”

Nadal looked in ominous 
form as he stepped up his pur-
suit of roger Federer’s 20 major 
titles with a crushing win over 
236th-ranked American Mac-
kenzie McDonald.

the Spaniard batted aside 
McDonald 6-1, 6-0, 6-3 and 
will meet Stefano travaglia of 
Italy for a spot in the last 16.

“today was not that cold, so 
that’s the main thing. Not that 
cold, the conditions are not 
that bad,” said Nadal, who has 
described the defence of his 
title at a tournament post-
poned four months by the 
coronavirus pandemic as his 
toughest yet.

“When you win like today it’s 
not bad, it means you don’t make 
many mistakes and manage to 
make a difference,” he said.

the 34-year-old needs one 
more major to pull level with 
long-time rival Federer and 
owns an astonishing 95-2 
record in Paris going back to his 

triumph on debut in 2005.
Women’s favourite and 2018 

champion Simona Halep beat 
compatriot Irina-camelia 
begu 6-3, 6-4 to extend her 
career-best winning streak to 
16 matches.

However, her next opponent is 
American 25th seed Amanda 
Anisimova, the teenager who 
dumped Halep out in straight 
sets in last year’s quarter-finals.

“I remember the match from 
last year, I remember also that I 
didn’t play the way I wanted, so 
I will do some changes and I will 
just try to play better and to take 
my chance,” said Halep.

bertens wins stormy errani 
tussle 

US open champion Domin-
ic thiem swept into the third 
round with a 6-1, 6-3, 7-6 (8/6) 
victory over American qualifier 
Jack Sock, saving three set 
points to close out the match.

the Austrian third seed will 
play Norway’s casper ruud for 
a place in the last 16.

“I’m very happy with my 
game in the first two rounds. 
It was not an easy draw at all 
and I’m very happy not to drop 
a set,” said thiem, who defeat-
ed 2014 US open winner 
Marin cilic in round one. 

Sixth seed Alexander Zverev 
was taken the distance by 
home hope Pierre-Hugues 

Herbert but advanced 2-6, 6-4, 
7-6 (7/5), 4-6, 6-4. 

Dutch fifth seed Kiki bertens 
had to be taken off the court in 
a wheelchair after a win over 
former finalist Sara errani.

bertens triumphed 7-6 (7/5), 
3-6, 9-7 in a three-hour 
11-minute clash which left her 
in cramps and Italian errani 
screaming an obscenity as she 
left the court.

“After one hour, she’s injured 
but then she’s running around 
like never before,” said errani. 
“It made me very angry.”

bertens hit back at errani 
who she said had squandered 
a series of opportunities to 
wrap up the tie.

“She can say whatever she 
feels like and if I was [faking] 
then maybe I should take up act-
ing classes – I am not sure what 
she was thinking,” said bertens.

Ukrainian third seed elina 
Svitolina overcame Mexican 
qualifier renata Zarazua 6-3, 
0-6, 6-2.

Svitolina is coming off a title 
at Strasbourg last week and 
will next play russian 27th 
seed ekaterina Alexandrova.

Stan Wawrinka, the 2015 
French open winner, followed 
up his demolition of Andy 
Murray with a 6-3, 6-2, 3-6, 6-1 
defeat of Germany’s Dominik 
Koepfer. afp

Manchester City midfielder Raheem Sterling celebrates with teammates with a win over Burnley. afp

Serena Williams suffered another blow in her bid for a 24th Grand Slam title as she was forced to withdraw 
from the French Open on Wednesday with an Achilles injury. afp
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