
Soth Koemsoeun

THE National Assembly (NA) 
opened the 5th Plenary Ses-
sion of the 6th Legislature on 
Monday and approved a draft 
law concerning management 
of the gambling business.

The King also relayed a 
royal message saying that all 
laws that are permitted by the 

NA are essential for the exec-
utive and the judiciary and 
they should use them to their 
advantage. 

NA secretary-general Leng 
Peng Long said on Monday 
that the draft gambling law is 
scheduled for submission to 
the Senate for further review.

“In the plenary session on 
October 5, the NA’s expert 

committee approved the law 
after hours of interpretation 
by our experts. We plan to 
submit it to the Senate for 
further review,” he said.

According to Article 56 of the 
draft law, which covers e-com-
merce, operating without per-
mission will result in a suspen-
sion of business and a fine of 
10 million riel ($2,436).

Repeat offenders of certain 
articles of the draft law are 
subject to imprisonment for 
one to three years and a fine 
of two to six million riel.

In his royal message sent to 
the NA, King Norodom Siha-
moni said the laws passed by 
the NA were essential for the 
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Khouth Sophak Charkya

T
HE Cambodian em-
bassy in Malaysia 
and an NGO recent-
ly helped return two 

housemaids to the Kingdom 
after one alleged she was 
denied her salary for years 
and the other claimed she 
was consistently abused and 
beaten by their employer.

Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and International Coopera-
tion spokesman Koy Kuong 
told The Post on Monday that 
due to the intervention from 
the embassy and Phnom 
Penh-based NGO Chab Dai 
Coalition, Nguon Van, 31, 
and El Mary, 32, were safely 
repatriated to the Kingdom 
on Sunday evening.

Kuong said: “By this time, 

they would have safely reached 
their respective homes.”

A press release obtained by 
The Post on Monday said Van 
lived in Kandieng commune, 
in Pursat province’s Kandieng 
district, before legally migrat-
ing to work as a housemaid 
for someone named Wing 
Sai Loong in Kuala Lumpur 
through a company called 
CECH in 2010.

“Wanting to return to Cam-
bodia, Van ran away from her 
employer and arrived at the 
embassy on September 21.

“The embassy facilitated a 
claim for unpaid salaries of 
MYR38,800 ($9,340) and asked 
the employer to prepare the 
relevant documents to the im-
migration department so that

Abused housemaids 
return from Malaysia
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Clean-up
Rangers remove posts illegally erected on state land in the Keo seima Wildlife sanctuary in Mondulkiri province on sunday. the 
environment ministry has 1,200 rangers nationwide to conserve natural resources and prevent crime in protected areas. HENG CHIVOAN

‘Red notice’ 
for fugitive 
Red Bull 
heir issued
INTERPOL has issued a “red 
notice” to arrest the fugitive 
Thai heir to the Red Bull billions 
for his role in a fatal hit-and-
run, police said on Sunday.

The move by the international 
police organisation is the latest 
in the years-long saga surround-
ing Vorayuth “Boss” Yoovidhya 
who crashed his Ferrari in 2012, 
killing a police officer.

The charges against Vorayuth, 
who is the grandson of Red 
Bull’s co-founder, were dropped 
in July – sparking public outrage 
from Thais who saw it as an 
example of impunity enjoyed by 
the kingdom’s elite.

It spurred probes by various 
government agencies, including 
the Attorney General’s Office 
which last month announced 
fresh charges against Vorayuth 
of reckless driving causing death 
and cocaine use.

National Police deputy 
spokesman Colonel Kissana 
Phathanacharoen confirmed on 
Sunday that a red notice – Inter-
pol’s most urgent alert – was 
issued earlier this week.

“After we received the confirma-
tion, we then passed our request 
to 194 member countries asking 
for assistance from them.

“We have to do whatever it 
takes to ultimately bring him 
back to the country because it 
is a serious crime,” he said.

However, the “red notice” for 
Vorayuth had not been pub-
lished on Interpol’s website as 
of Sunday afternoon. The fugi-
tive heir fled the country back 
in 2017 on a private jet.

After charges against him 
were dropped in July, a probe 
conducted by Prime Minister 
Prayut Chan-O-Cha’s office 
concluded the entire investiga-
tion had been “compromised”.

The public outcry over Voray-
uth came at a particularly tense 
period for the government, 
coinciding with near-daily pro-
tests across Thailand led by pro-
democracy student leaders call-
ing for Prayut’s resignation.

Protesters carried cardboard 
cut-outs of Red Bull’s logo to 
symbolise their anger at the 
military-aligned government, 
which enjoys close alliances 
with the kingdom’s billionaire 
families.

The clan of Red Bull co-found-
er Chaleo Yoovidhya is Thai-
land’s second richest, boasting 
a fortune estimated at $20.2 bil-
lion according to Forbes. AFP
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Long Kimmarita

THE owner of Le Palais Hotel in 
Koh Pha-ngan, Thailand, issued 
an open letter apologising to 
Cambodia for copying certain 
parts of the Angkor temples in 
the hotel’s design without noti-
fying the Kingdom.

The letter said the hotel’s con-
structions and decorations were 
handmade by a team of Thai 
and Cambodian workers.

After the Angkor Wat replicas 
at the hotel drew a series of crit-
icisms, the owner posted an 
open letter on Sunday, saying he 
is extremely sorry for the frustra-
tion caused by the situation.

“We are extremely sorry for the 
frustration this caused you [Cam-
bodia] and would like to clarify the 
vision from our founder’s heart 
and intention,” the letter read.

The hotel’s founder is from 
Cambodia and migrated to 
Thailand, said the letter.

It said Le Palais Hotel was 
inspired by the magnificent 
Angkor Wat located in Siem 

Reap province. 
“Nonetheless, the greatness 

will always remain to the great 
Angkor Wat and will never be 
compared,” the letter read.

Ministry of Culture and Fine 
Arts spokesman Long Ponna-
sirivath told The Post on Mon-
day that Cambodia is continu-
ing to study the case before it 
reacts to Thailand through 

diplomatic means. 
He said the apology by the 

owner was an attempt to keep 
Cambodia from investigating 
the issue further. If Cambodia 
takes no measures, the same 
thing could happen in the 
future, he said.

“We will talk about it further 
because the matter could cause 
other issues. We will study the 

matter and issue a formal noti-
fication to Thailand.

“The public apology is a part 
[of the solution]. But what we 
have to do is solve it by legal 
and diplomatic means. We are 
continuing the process,” Pon-
nasirivath said.

He said in general, the recon-
struction of the hotel had its 
pros and cons in that it helped 
spread Cambodia’s culture in 
line with Unesco’s principles. 

However, on a negative note, 
the hotel didn’t notify or seek per-
mission from Cambodia at all. So, 
Cambodia has to study the mat-
ter in-depth in terms of national 
and international laws, religions, 
history and geography.

An official from the Thai 
Embassy in Cambodia could 
not be reached for comment 
on Monday.

Le Palais Hotel is located in 
Surat Thani province. It has 
been in operation since 2007 
and copied its styles from the 
Bayon, Banteay Srei and Angkor 
Wat temples of Cambodia.
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Niem Chheng

KEM Sokha’s defence team on 
Monday made its second request 
to the Phnom Penh Municipal 
Court to resume Sokha’s trial 
following its postponement for 
more than five months due to 
the Covid-19 pandemic.

The request dated october 5 was 
prepared by Sokha’s defence lawyers 
Chan Chen, Pheng Heng, Ang Udom 
and Meng Sopheary. It was addressed 
to the president of the court.

The letter said: “To the above 
subject and reference, we would 
like to inform Mr [Court] Presi-
dent that the situation of Covid-
19 is completely under the con-
trol of the government, as the 
Ministry of Health alerts every 
day. In the meantime, the court 
also proceeds with trials concern-
ing other cases every day.

“Therefore, we request the 
court to immediately resume the 
trial process on the criminal case 
mentioned above as per request 
and procedures.”

Sokha’s trial, during which he 
was charged with “conspiracy with 
a foreign State” has been post-
poned since March due to the out-
break of Covid-19. In June, Sokha’s 
defence team requested the court 
to resume the trial but the trial 
chamber chief Koy Sao rejected 
the request, citing the pandemic.

Court spokespersons did not 
respond to The Post’s enquiries 
on Monday.

Sokha’s lawyer Chen also de-
clined to comment before receiving 
a court decision on the request.

Ky Tech, a civil party lawyer 
representing the government, 
said it was up to the court to de-
cide and he will always follow 
the decisions made by it.

In September, Prime Minister Hun 
Sen reportedly said in a closed-door 
meeting at the Council of Ministers 
that Sokha’s court case could con-
tinue for up to four years, beyond 
the commune election in 2022 or 
national election in 2023, according 
to a Khmer Times report.

Sokha has recently been seen 
travelling to different provinces to 
participate in religious ceremonies 
and deliver goods to impoverished 

people. Last week, he travelled to 
Preah Sihanouk province to de-
liver rice and raincoats to poor 
people and victims of floods.

In a Facebook post, Sokha said: 
“A contribution with a will to do 
humanitarian [deeds] based on 
tradition, custom, and religion 
is the consciousness of a person 
who has virtue and gratitude to 
people and the nation.

“It is better than jealousy and 
malicious denunciation, which 
can cause conflict and lead to dan-
ger for other people and society.” 

ou Chanrath, a former opposi-
tion lawmaker said he was sur-
prised to see the media report 
that Sokha’s case could continue 
up to 2024. But he said if the court 
continues to prolong the case, it 
is possible that it could end in 
four years as reported.

“We won’t gain anything by de-
laying the case. It affects Cambo-
dia’s reputation and makes the 
international community put 
pressure on the Kingdom be-
cause they are keeping an eye on 
the Sokha case,” he said. 

Kin Phea, the director of the Royal 
Academy of Cambodia’s Interna-
tional Relations Institute said on 
Monday that the court should re-
sume the hearing because other 
cases have been processed as usual.

“It is a matter of law. But if we 
keep this case longer, it becomes 
a hostage which the international 
community can use as a basis to 
lay out their measures or state-
ments regarding Cambodia.

“If the court speeds up the trial and 
decides to re-arrest or convict him, it’s 
the court’s matter. But it’s better than 
prolonging the case,” Phea said.

Nevertheless, he said the Sokha 
case is entirely Cambodia’s inter-
nal matter as a sovereign State. No 
country can use the Sokha case to 
put pressure on or sanction Cam-
bodia, he said.

“If they sanction Cambodia us-
ing this case, it means they are 
entirely politicising it. The court 
procedure and legal action taken 
by the government is within the 
rights of Cambodia to enforce 
its laws and internal measures to 
ensure security, political stability, 
and social order,” Phea said. 

Sokha’s defence team 
seeks trial resumption

Action taken to prevent 
flooding in Phnom Penh
Khouth Sophak Chakrya

P
HNoM Penh municipal gov-
ernor Khuong Sreng ordered 
officials to dig canals and 
connect concrete drainage 

networks to release water in Por Sen 
Chey, Dangkor and Kambol districts 
in the western part of the capital, 
which experience flooding.

Municipal hall spokesman Met 
Meas Pheakdey told The Post on 
Monday that continuous rainfall has 
caused many houses to be affected by 
flooding, while some roads have been 
damaged, including a section of Na-
tional Road 4. 

Sreng ordered officials from the de-
partments of Public Works and Trans-
portation, and Water Resources and 
Meteorology, to collaborate with local 
authorities to release the water. The 
operation started on Friday. 

“Trapeang Krasang commune, 
in Por Sen Chey district is severely 
flooded. The flood decreased to some 
extent after officials and local authori-
ties used bulldozers to dig out areas.

“It is hoped the water will flow into 
the Trapeang Krasang canal and con-
tinue to the Toul Sampov Pumping 
Station,” Pheakdey said.

He said floods in Phnom Penh are 
caused by severe rainfall over several 
days (at levels between 150mm and 
190mm per second). That is made 

worse by filled canals, illegal construc-
tion around canal systems and the dis-
posal of rubbish, which blocks drains. 

“We cannot stop natural disasters, 
but we can do our part to tackle its ef-
fects by stopping activities that make 
the situation worse,” he said.

Pheakdey said he asked for under-
standing from local people living near a 
planned canal system in Kambol district.

The canal will be connected to Boeung 
Tamok lake and flow into the Tonle Sap 
River. The project is intended to reduce 
flooding in Phnom Penh and some parts 
of Kandal and Kampong Speu provinces.

on Monday, Water Resources and 
Meteorology Minister Lim Kean Hor 
called on people in low-lying areas 
near waterways to pay increased at-
tention to flooding which could hap-
pen in the middle of this week.

Hor said a low-pressure system still 
affects Cambodia and impacts some 
parts of Phnom Penh, and provinces 
located in the south and east and the 
coastal provinces.

“From october 7-9, areas near wa-
terways and regions like the Carda-
mom Mountains will face flooding, sea 
waves and strong winds,” he said. 

Pailin Province and other areas could flood from heavy rain this week. supplied

A Thai hotel issued an apology to Cambodia for copying certain parts of 
the Angkor temples in the hotel’s design. supplied

Gambling law proponents cite income

Thai hotel sorry for copying Angkor 
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executive and the judiciary to 
carry out their duties effec-
tively and efficiently in line 
with present-day situations 
and globalisation.

He said in addition to 
drafting laws, the president 
of the NA, the 10th Expert 
Committee of the NA, as well 
as NA members must fulfil 
their core duties in their 
constituencies to monitor 
the effective performance of 
the government’s duties.

The message said the NA 

and the government should 
work together on promoting 
social health and establish 
social assistance programmes 
to provide people with equi-
table and effective benefits.

Affiliated Network for Social 
Accountability (Ansa) execu-
tive director San Chey said on 
Monday that Cambodia 
shouldn’t have this law and 
the government should con-
sider all gambling as illegal 
and all relevant authorities 
should crack down on it.

“Permission in the form of 
the law is not beneficial to 

society because it affects the 
whole of society and some 
youths who are addicted to 
online games,” Chey said.

A press release issued by 
the office of the Council of 
Ministers (oCM) on the out-
come of its July 3 Plenary 
Session said the Law on 
Trade Gambling would help 
maintain political stability, 
promote security and build 
national economic infra-
structure and facilitate a 
steady increase in invest-
ment in the casino sector.

The press release said the 

law would promote the 
development of border areas 
that are former battlefields 
filled with landmines, malar-
ia, and were underdeveloped 
and uninhabited.

It said the law would also 
protect the borders by build-
ing strong, sustainable build-
ings and encouraging new 
settlements, as well as sup-
porting the development of 
tourism and job creation.

It would create a source of 
revenue for the national 
budget, the press release 
said.
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she could return to cambodia,” it said. 
the embassy provided her with ac-

commodation and food and escort-
ed her to the Kuala Lumpur Interna-
tional Airport for her return flight.

the press release also said Mary, 
who lives in the capital’s chroy 
changvar district, secured an ille-
gal job as a housemaid in bentong 
district in the State of Pahang, in 
March 2018 through a broker named 
Hasanas.

In Malaysia, Mary was told by her 
employer to do housework and help 
sell clothes, with no time to rest and 
little to eat.

She ran away from her employer’s 
house on May 2 this year after being 
beaten daily. She suffered bruises all 
over her legs and hands and lost two 
front teeth after allegedly being hit by 
her employer, the press release said.

on her way to the embassy, she 
met the head of a religious centre, 
Mohamad Azam Shah Aziz, and 
asked for his help. She was taken 
to the local police station to file a 
complaint. Her employer was later 
arrested and charged with “Use of 
forced labour” and is currently on 
trial, the press release said.

It said after receiving help from 
Mohamad, she was allowed to stay 
in a government centre.

As for her salary and other com-
pensation, the Malaysian authori-
ties will follow the court’s decision 
after the trial ends. It is set to begin 
on November 25. 

the chab Dai coalition assisted 
Mary by helping pay for her flight 
ticket back home.

Worker given 
no time to rest 
and little to eat  

environment ministry looks into 
illegal posts in M’kiri sanctuary
Voun Dara

t
He Ministry of environment 
is investigating a group that 
erected more than 50 stone 
and wooden posts and built 

fences on State land in the Keo Seima 
Wildlife Sanctuary in Mondulkiri 
province.

Its spokesman Neth Pheaktra said he 
recently inspected the activities while 
leading a delegation and a group of 
journalists on a trip to the sanctuary.

“Fences are being erected illegally. 
We are investigating who is behind 
this because it is a serious matter,” 
Pheaktra said.

And he had a message for the per-
petrators: “Stop this activity immedi-
ately because it’s illegal. We will en-
force the law without any exception.”

Mondulkiri province is home to 
six protected areas with a total area 
of one million hectares. they are the 
wildlife sanctuaries at Keo Seima, 
Srepok, Phnom Nam Lear, Lumphat, 
Phnom Prich, and the northeast bio-
diversity conservation corridor. 

to manage them, the Mondulkiri 
provincial Department of environ-
ment employs 104 rangers while the 
ministry has 1,200 rangers nation-
wide acting as forest guards to protect 
and conserve natural resources and 
prevent crime in protected areas.

the rangers organise patrols on 
foot and use motorbikes and cars. 
they collect information through 
the use of modern technology, with 
technical support from partner 
organisations such as the Wildlife 
conservation Society (WcS).

Forest activist Kreung tola said large-

scale encroachment on State land in 
Mondulkiri province has stopped. 
However, small-scale encroachment 
still occurs on areas of 10ha or less.

“If we want to identify the master-
mind, just ask the local authority, 
village or commune. Find out who is 
behind it, arrest one or two officials 
involved in the crime and put them 
in jail. then we will know the mas-
termind,” tola said.

Keo Seima Wildlife Sanctuary head 
Prum Vibol ratanak said posts have 

been set up on hundreds of hectares 
of State land and rangers have been 
patrolling and removing them.

“this is not the first time that we 
have removed the posts. We have 
done it many times and have re-
moved hundreds of posts from this 
location. today we removed more 
than 50 wooden poles,” he said.

the Mondulkiri provincial envi-
ronment department said rangers 
patrolled the protected areas 2,995 
times this year and investigated 

1,528 forest crimes.
eighty-four cases have been sent 

to court, 26 settled with fines, 364 
chainsaws seized, 34 vehicles im-
pounded and 2,957 traps removed.

Pheaktra said cambodia has a total 
of 66 natural protected areas and bio-
diversity conservation corridors, in-
cluding national parks, wildlife sanctu-
aries, multi-use areas, and landscape 
protection areas totalling 7.3 million 
hectares or 41 per cent of the King-
dom’s total land area.

Rangers remove illegal posts used by land theives to cordon off plots of state property as their own. heng chivoan

Orm Bunthoeurn

cIVIL society organisations (cSo)
have voiced concern after an increase 
of rapes in the Kingdom, saying that 
the problem affects the honour, dig-
nity and mental health of females.

Human resource and rural eco-
nomic Development organisation 
director em rithy told The Post on 
Monday that rapes have been oc-
curring often in the Kingdom.

He said the increase in rapes may 
be due to a lack of education in the 
subject.

“I find that information on the 
law concerning rape is not spread 
widely, so people might not know 
how serious rape is and the penalty 
it carries,” he said.

rithy said that rape is a black mark 
on society that causes women to 
feel insecure. once the problem oc-
curs often in society or any region, 
it makes women afraid to go out to 
work. Girls don’t dare go out walking 
alone, especially to school, he said.

community Development or-
ganisation director Mat Alpi said 
local authorities and relevant insti-
tutions should promote and spread 
information denouncing rape to de-
crease the number of cases.

“this is work that we have to join to-
gether with media, civil society organi-
sations and government institutions to 
tackle. We need to educate about laws 
and spread awareness about the im-
pact of rape on the victim,” he said.

A Pram villager in Phnom Sruoch 
district’s treng trayoeng commune, 
Kampong Speu province, told The 

Post on Monday that he was ex-
tremely worried about the safety of 
his grown-up daughters.

He worries about them, especial-
ly when they stay at home at night 
and he is busy working at a farm far 
away home.

National cambodian council for 
children (Nccc) secretary-general 
Nhep Sopheap said on behalf of the 
government, she was committed to 
promoting and protecting the best in-
terests of children across the country.

Without focusing on sexual ha-
rassment or anything else, children 
have the right [to be protected from 
rape], she said. 

“My view is that parents should 
not leave their children behind 
[when they go out] because it is a 
very serious mistake,” she said.

Licadho senior technical officer 
Am Sam Ath previously told The Post 
that Licadho had noticed an alarm-
ing number of children who had 
been molested. this situation was 
only getting worse, he said.

on September 29, a man allegedly 
raped his 13-year-old daughter at a 
cassava plantation in thma Poun 
commune’s thma Punkandal village 
in Kampong cham province’s Prey 
chhor district.

In Svay rieng province, a man al-
legedly raped his live-in girlfriend’s 
11-year-old daughter several times 
over nine months.

And on September 27, a 59-year-
old woman was raped by a fellow vil-
lager in bak chinhchien commune’s 
Kampong Khtum village, Phnom 
Kravanh district, Pursat province.

cSos concerned over 
rising number of rapes

Garbage strike negotiations fail
Mom Kunthear

HUNDreDS of waste collection work-
ers from cintri plan to continue their 
strike after talks broke down on Sunday 
and their demands were dismissed.

the municipal hall, meanwhile, 
announced it will recruit new 
workers to replace them.

Worker Seam Norm, 30, who was 
striking in front of the company’s 
building in Dangkor commune on 
Sunday, told The Post she and the oth-
er workers will not go back to work if 
the company refuses their demands.

those demands include seniority 
payments, compensation, prior-
notice payments, last salary and 
annual leave.

“We agree to return to our jobs 
only if there is a contract between 
the company and our representa-
tives to provide what we have de-
manded. even with two or three 
points of agreement, we need a clear 
contract,” Norm said.

Another worker chum Mali, 56, 
who has worked as a cintri waste col-
lector for 20 years, said unless there is 
a result she will not go back to work.

“I’m worried and aware of the im-
pact on our city’s beauty because of 
rubbish heaps everywhere, but my 
work is also important. I strike to 
demand my money and benefits,” 
Mali said.

cambodia tourism Workers 
Union Federation president touch 
Kosal who negotiated with the 
Phnom Penh Municipal Hall and 
relevant officials yesterday at cin-
tri’s office said the closed-door 
meeting yielded no results.

company officials said they will 

not pay the workers because the 
company has no money.

Kosal said he wants the problem 
resolved smoothly and quickly so 
workers can return to collect the 
piles of rubbish.

“their five demands have not yet 
been met, but I ask all workers to re-
sume their work. I would like to ex-
plain to them that it is not yet time to 
make a claim because the company 
is still operating,” Kosal said.

the strike started because work-
ers feared the company could go 
bankrupt and heard news that the 
city is looking for a new company to 
handle rubbish collection.

Phnom Penh Municipal Administra-
tion deputy director chin bunthoeun, 

who led the meeting, told the workers 
that everyone is worried about losing 
their job and income, but it is not yet 
the right time for workers to make de-
mands because the company has not 
fired anyone.

“I understand your concerns, but 
the company has not fired anyone. 
I don’t know why you are worried.  
If there is a new company, you still 
need to work. If the company ter-
minates you, the company will 
abide by the labour law,” bunthoe-
un told them.

Following the breakdown in nego-
tiations, the Phnom Penh municipal 
administration issued a notice to 
recruit workers to collect and trans-
port waste in Phnom Penh.

Waste collection workers from Cintri plan to continue their strike after talks broke 
down on Sunday. hean Rangsey
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two new covid 
cases as WHo 
warns of mental 
health effects
Long Kimmarita

t
He Ministry of Health 
reported on Monday 
that two more people 
tested positive for 

covid-19 in the Kingdom – a 
27-year-old Frenchman staying 
in Siem reap town and a 34-
year-old Indian woman staying 
at a hotel in Phnom Penh.

It said as of Monday, covid-
19 patients across the country 
totalled 280. of the number, 
275 had recovered and five are 
being treated in hospital.

the report came as the 
World Health organisation 
(WHo) released a survey 
highlighting a rising demand 
for mental health services 
due to the pandemic.

A WHo press release on the 
survey said: “the covid-19 pan-
demic has disrupted or halted 
critical mental health services 
in 93 per cent of countries 
worldwide, while the demand 
for mental health is increasing.

“the survey of 130 coun-
tries provided the first global 
data showing the devastating 
impact of covid-19 on access 

to mental health services and 
underscored the urgent need 
for increased funding.

“WHo has previously high-
lighted the chronic under-
funding of mental health. 
Prior to the pandemic, coun-
tries were spending less than 
two per cent of their national 
health budgets on mental 
health, and struggling to meet 
their populations’ needs.

“the pandemic is increas-
ing demand for mental health 
services. bereavement, isola-
tion, loss of income and fear 
are triggering mental health 
conditions or exacerbating 
existing ones. Many people 
may be facing increased lev-
els of alcohol and drug use, 
insomnia, and anxiety.”

on october 10, WHo will 
host a “big event for Mental 
Health,” which it described 
in its press release as a “global 
online advocacy event ... that 
will bring together world 
leaders, celebrities and ad-
vocates to call for increased 
mental health investments in 
the wake of covid-19”.

Prime Minister Hun Sen 

said on Sunday that while 
covid-19 invades the world, 
people had changed the way 
they live, work and commu-
nicate with each other.

He mentioned the shift to 
wearing facemasks and main-
taining physical distancing 
between each other.

“there is not yet a vaccine 
to treat covid-19 and the pan-
demic is fast, even the US pres-
ident contracted this disease.

“So, brothers and sisters, 
please take constant precau-
tions by frequently washing 
your hands with soap and gel 
and wearing facemasks accord-
ing to the actual situation and 
necessary needs. Please don’t 
underestimate and neglect 

covid-19 whatsoever,” he said. 
Sean Sokphay, the execu-

tive director of child Helpline, 
an organisation which offers 
mental health counselling, told 
The Post on Monday that men-
tal health problems in cambo-
dia had been on the rise even 
before covid-19 emerged.

He estimated that between 
6,000 and 7,000 people had 
been calling for mental health 
counselling each year.

When the coronavirus 
spread, he said, people with 
mental health problems 
had doubled in number and 
counselling facilities experi-
enced a shortage of staff.

“We are short of resources 
and funding. Firstly, institutions 

[dealing with mental health]  
have insufficient budgets to of-
fer assistance to a wider group. 
And then we have cambodians 
with no money to access men-
tal health counselling.

“every year, as I know, the 
budget in support of the men-
tal health problem is small, 
almost zero. So, if the govern-
ment wants our people to get 
better mental health services, 
it needs to invest [in the ser-
vices],” he said.

Sokphay said that allowing 
mental health problems to 
rise is a bad sign for people 
and society. He pointed to 
the fact that suicides and fatal 
shootings were increasing in 
the Kingdom.

As of Monday, Covid-19 patients across the country totalled 280. Of the number, 275 had recovered and five 
are being treated in hospital. heng chivoan

 
Phone thieves arrested 
in capital’s Daun Penh
lTWo phone-snatching 
thieves were arrested by 
Daun Penh district police in 
the capital’s Phsar Thmey ii 
commune on Sunday after 
they were caught stealing an 
elderly american man’s 
iPhone.
commune police chief ear 
Phearum said on Monday 
that one of the suspects, 
31-year-old Song Pich, was 
a porter at a bus stop and 
has no permanent 
residence. The other 
suspect, 25-year-old Srun 
narong is unemployed and 
resided in Kandal province.
The two were sent to Phnom 
Penh Municipal court on 
Monday.
Phearum said that at around 
9am on Sunday, an elderly 
american man was walking 
around the Battambang-
Pursat taxi station in Phsar 
Thmei ii commune. 
he put his iPhone X in his 
pocket and then the two 
suspects approached him on 
a motorcycle and snatched 
the phone before fleeing. 
The victim and passersby 
shouted and police officers in 
the area were able to chase 
the suspects down to the US 
embassy near Wat Phnom.
he said the suspects 
confessed that they had 
seized wallets and phones 
from passersby eight times 
in the past. 
They said the money they 
stole had already been spent 
while the eight phones had 
been sold. KiM SaroM 

Arrest warrant out for 
police major general 
accused of land crimes 
in Mondulkiri province
la WarranT of arrest was 
issued on october 2 for a 
major general accused of 
public land encroachment.
Mondulkiri Provincial court 
investigating Judge nhean 
Sovann issued the arrest 
warrant for Pov Sothearann, 
43, for violating the Law on 
natural Protected areas.
Sovann lives in Srah chak 
commune, Daun Penh 
district, Phnom Penh. he is 
the deputy chief of the Land 
Border Police Department of 
the general commissariat of 
national Police.
The warrant accuses him of 
felling trees, removing and 
burning forest and 
bulldozing forest land for 
ownership in Dak Dam 
commune, o’raing district.
Mondulkiri provincial 
Department of environment 
director Keo Sopheak said 
on Monday he received news 
about detaining Sovann. his 
offence is bulldozing 40ha of 
forest land.
adhoc’s Mondulkiri 
provincial coordinator eang 
Mengly said on Monday he 
approves of the provincial 
court’s decision to detain a 
powerful official and 
encouraged further action to 
be taken against other 
offenders who do not stop 
encroaching on forest land.
Mengley said such cases 
happened a lot in Mondulkiri 
and authorities intervened 
often. But it still has not 
stopped. he said more 
serious measures were 
needed to prevent illegal land 
encroachment. SoTh KoeMSoeUn
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Following the 
launch of CP Cam-
bodia Co ltd’s latest 
product innovation 

– the seven-inch sausage, 
which was specially intro-
duced to meet growing con-
sumer demand in the local 
market – the winner of the 
“CP Sausage Contest 2020” 
was announced last Saturday.

The agro-industry and food 
business giant’s new sausage 
comes in several signature 
flavours – original chicken or 
pork, chili chicken or pork and 
cheese chicken or pork. 

weighing a hefty 100g, the 
sausages are flavoured with 
some of Cambodia’s world-
famous spices such as Kampot 
pepper and star anise, while 
only natural preservatives are 
used in its production. 

To ensure its success in the 
Kingdom, Cambodian staff 
were actively involved in 
researching and developing the 
taste of the jumbo sausage. 

As part of its campaign to 
promote the latest product, the 
company organised the “CP 
Sausage Contest 2020”, which 

was held between July and 
September.

Participants were asked 
to submit either a 15-second 
video or photos of the seven-
inch sausage. 

Ten participants walked 
away with attractive prizes – 
from a Yamaha X-Ride motor-

cycle for first place, followed 
by an iPhone 11 Pro Max. 
Eight other winners received 
oppo F11 Pro smartphones. 

“CP sausages are deli-
cious. i would like to thank 
CP Cambodia for creating the 
‘CP Sausage Contest 2020’ 
because it gave an opportunity 

for the public to compete and 
win attractive prizes. i hope 
the company will create more 
competitions like this in the 
future,” said Phan Sochi, the 
winner of the second prize. 

Third prize winner Sopheak 
Mungkul said: “i am really 
happy because this was the first 

time i took part in such a con-
test. i would like to thank CP 
for giving me the opportunity 
to participate and for giving 
away such wonderful prizes. i 
also hope CP will create more 
delicious sausage flavours.”

Another contestant, Heng 
Sovandara said: “The ‘CP 
Sausage Contest 2020’ com-
petition helped me to learn 
how to create videos, and i am 
very happy to win a smart-
phone. i hope CP will organise 
more competitions so custom-
ers can continue to participate 
and have fun.” 

Thirty-eight year-old lao 
leakena from Phnom Penh’s 
Sen Sok district rode away 
with the Yamaha X-Ride  
motorcycle top prize.

Chuchod Sapabguy, deputy 
department manager of CP 
Cambodia’s Chicken and Food 
Products Processing Factory, 
gave away the prizes at a spe-
cial ceremony on Saturday. 

CP Cambodia – a wholly 
owned subsidiary of Thailand-
based conglomerate Charoen 
Pokphand Foods Public 
Company limited – introduced 

its latest product in July, and it 
will be sold alongside its other 
deli meats.

CP Cambodia has been 
operating in the Kingdom for 
more than 12 years and is 
involved in a variety of busi-
nesses, including animal feed, 
animal husbandry, food pro-
duction and food retail sector. 

The company produces 
healthy foods for consum-
ers of all ages, including the 
ready-to-eat “CP-Balance” 
range and the “CPSmart meal” 
range of vegetarian food, as 
well as food for elderly people 
and patients.

CP’s products include fresh 
chicken, sausages, meat pat-
ties and hot dogs, all of which 
are sold at its retail outlets, 
including Five Star, CP Fresh 
Mart, Star Coffee and CP 
Fresh Shop.

All this comes as part of the 
company’s vision to become 
the “Kitchen of the world”, 
with greater focus put on food 
production and increased 
efforts into improving the 
taste and quality of its food, as 
well as food safety. 

CP Cambodia unveils ‘CP Sausage Contest 2020’ 
winners as seven-inch sausage enters market
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CP Cambodia’s Chuchod Sapabguy (right) presents a prize to one of the winners. 

Winners of the ‘CP Sausage Contest 2020’ at the prize presentation ceremony held in Phnom Penh last Saturday. 

The contest was held to promote a new seven-inch sausage produced by CP Cambodia. 
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Business
Trading informaTion on Cambodia SeCuriTieS exChange

Auction Trading Method (ATM)

no SToCk CloSing PriCe oPening PriCe high low

1 ABC 17,380 17,400 17,400 17,320

2 GTI 3,450 (SQ) - 3,450 3,450

3 PAS 14,000 14,080 14,200 13,980

4 PEPC 3,260 3,260 3,260 3,250

5 PPAP 11,680 11,660 11,680 11,500

6 PPSP 2,280 2,250 2,280 2,250

7 PWSA 6,000 6,080 6,080 6,000

Date: October 5, 2020

USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,107 1.3272 6.7908 105.62 4.1525 1.3609 31.39 0.7181 1.1755 1.2948

May Kunmakara

HoNG KoNG-based century enter-
tainment International Holdings, for-
merly known as Amax International 
Holdings Limited, announced that 
they will relocate its gaming tables 
from a gaming floor in Preah Sihanouk 
province to chinese-owned resort 
Dara Sakor in Koh Kong province. 

According to the announcement, 
Lion King, a wholly-owned subsidiary 
of cheung Shing Global travel enter-
tainment Limited (cSG), has decided 
to move its casino operations from 
its existing location at Sihanoukville’s 
Sunshine bay Hotel to a potential new 
location situated at building 89, Long 
bay, Say Phuthong boulevard, Dara 
Sakor, Koh Kong Province.

the company’s contract with the 
hotel ended on october 1 and the 
move was endorsed by Lion King 
ceo and chairman Ng Man Sun.

the announcement said that on 
September 30, cSG entered into a ca-
sino lease and operation agreement 
with Long bay entertainment co Ltd, 
the independent landlord of Dara 
Sakor, for a term beginning october 
1 and ending September 2035. 

Long bay entertainment is a com-
pany incorporated in cambodia 
with limited liability and is princi-
pally engaged in property invest-
ment and property development. 

the company said: “Dara Sakor, 
Koh Kong Province is one of the 
most rapidly developing districts in 
cambodia and is a well-known tour-
ism destination in Southeast Asia. 
the second new location at Dara 
Sakor is surrounded by luxury hotel 
resorts and a golf course. 

“In addition, a new international 
airport, which allows sizable flights to 
land and depart, is under construc-
tion at Dara Sakor. It is expected that 
the first phase of Dara Sakor Interna-
tional Airport development project 
will finish before the end of this year.”  

the company added that the gross 
floor area of the second new location 
is 10,500sqm. Lion King is currently 
working on the construction plan and 
installation of necessary equipment 
for the casino at the new location. 

the plans for the new casino call 
for 80 slot machines, 40 mass gam-
ing tables and 55 VIP gaming tables. 
the casino will also feature a chi-
nese restaurant, spa and nightclub, 
which are all subject to the finalised 
design and layout. Lion King said 
that the casino is expected to be 
opened by January 31.

As of September 27, there were 
eight casinos planning to reopen in 
Sihanoukville.

casino finds 
home in Koh 
Kong province

Phnom Penh to HcMc rail studied

New mall hopes to keep S’ville tourism alive

Thou Vireak

t
He government is 
studying the pos-
sibility of a railway 
from Phnom Penh 

to bavet town, the cambo-
dian-Vietnamese interna-
tional border checkpoint.

the project would contrib-
ute to better trade between the 
two countries, according to 
transportation sector insiders.

Ministry of Public Works 
and transport undersecre-
tary of state Ly borin told 
The Post on Monday a new 
railway in Svay rieng prov-
ince is underway already. 
the railway construction 
study was started two to 
three months ago but the 
name of the company has 
not been revealed.

“It’s studying the feasibility 
and we do not know when the 
project will be completed.

“We are studying a railway 
connecting Snuol district, 
Kratie province and bavet 
city, Svay rieng province. the 
Vietnamese side asked us to 
build a railway from Phnom 
Penh to bavet city. the Viet-
namese side will build a rail-
way from Ho chi Minh city 
to bavet,” borin said.

Ministry of Public Works 
and transport undersecretary 

of state Var Sim Sorya told The 
Post that railway development 
is the government’s second 
priority after roads because 
it promotes competition and 
cross-border trade.

“We must develop more 
rail to transport more of our 
goods to international mar-
kets. We see that bavet city 
is an international border 
gateway with great transport 

potential. economic activity 
in Svay rieng province also 
has potential for agricultur-
al and textile products from 
the Svay rieng Special eco-
nomic Zone,” he said. 

cambodia Logistics Asso-
ciation (cLA) President Sin 
chanthy, said 40 per cent of 
goods transported from chi-
na to cambodia pass through 
Vietnam.  So if the project 

goes well, it will improve 
cambodia’s transport infra-
structure to maintain regional 
competitiveness, he said.

“We welcome and support 
the development of this railway 
project, which we hope will 
help lower our transportation 
costs, save time and reduce 
traffic congestion,” he said.

the two governments have 
pledged to boost bilateral 

trade to $5 billion this year.
cambodia’s exports to the 

Vietnamese market from 
2015 to 2018 reached more 
than $1.18 billion, while 
Vietnam’s exports to cam-
bodia amounted to $6.96 bil-
lion, according to data from 
the Ministry of commerce. 
trade between the countries 
reached $4.4 billion in 2019.

Meanwhile, the govern-
ment is also studying the 
possibility of building a 
high-speed road connecting 
Phnom Penh to bavet city. 
It is being studied by the 
china railway International 
Group co Ltd. 

At a meeting with the Min-
istry of Public Works and 
transport last month com-
pany representatives said 
the study of the geographical 
situation and other impacts 
is moving forward gradually.

the company said it has 
identified three options for 
the project. the government 
is waiting for the results of a 
financial study report from 
the company due in mid-
october. 

the expressway plan has 
been studied once by the Ja-
pan International coopera-
tion Agency (Jica). the route 
is likely to be 135km and 
cost more than $2 billion.

May Kunmakara

to tap into what was once a 
growing number of foreign 
tourists – particularly chi-
nese nationals – the Prince 
Huan You real estate cam-
bodia Group co Ltd built its 
Prince Mall in Sihanoukville. 

the 50,000sqm retail mall 
with five floors finally opened 
last thursday and is home to 
many chain brands.

Prince Huan You ceo Zhang 
rui Jun said called it the first 
mixed-use shopping center 
in Preah Sihanouk province 
and a response to the govern-
ment’s rectangular strategy.

He said: “the soft launch 
has received support and 
attention from the admin-
istration of Preah Sihanouk 
province and relevant in-
stitutions. this is the first 
step and we strongly hope 
that the provincial admin-

istration as well as the royal 
Government continue to 
pay attention and support 
the company’s operations.

“We provide top-notch 
quality products, goods and 
services, providing Preah Si-
hanouk province with a di-
verse shopping centre and we 
create job opportunities and 
tax revenue for the State.”

Preah Sihanouk deputy 
governot Kong Vitan said at 
the opening ceremony the 
mall is built under the open 
policy of cambodia and chi-
na to foster good relations.

“obviously we see a lot of in-
ternational investors coming 
to Preah Sihanouk province 
to invest in industry, trade, 
construction, transportation 
and tourism. Progress in these 
areas has contributed to an in-
crease in income and the eco-
nomic growth of the province. 

“this is an activity to show 

confidence in the govern-
ment to contribute to eco-
nomic growth, poverty re-
duction and employment 
for the people of Preah Siha-
nouk province,” Vitan said.

He said the government is 
also continuing its efforts to 
develop infrastructure, in-
cluding the construction of 
city and coastal roads mod-
ernized for safety, environ-
ment and aesthetics.

the Preah Sihanouk Pro-
vincial Administration 
signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) with 
16 chinese cities and prov-
inces in June to promote 
investments in tourism, cul-
ture, education and sports.

the number of chinese 
visiting Preah Sihanouk has 
dropped due to covid-19 
and a ban on online gam-
bling that took effect in 
January. there are about 

15,000 remaining in coastal 
provinces compared to two 
million just a year ago.

Provincial governor Kuoch 
chamroeun said the province 
has attracted nearly $4 billion 
in investment since 1994. 

He said companies have de-
veloped 11,637ha of beaches 

and islands, with a total capi-
tal investment of $3.9 billion. 

He said more than 60 com-
panies plan to invest a total 
of $10.74 billion in tourism 
and hotels. 

the tourism sector has 
generated more than 10,000 
jobs this year on average.

The government is studying the possibility of a railway from Phnom Penh to Bavet town (pictured), the 
Cambodian-Vietnamese international border checkpoint. supplied

Sihanoukville’s Prince Mall opened last Thursday. supplied
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Malaysia is top choice for Japanese
AFter decades of focusing their 
operations on the electrical and 
electronics (e&e) sector, Japa-
nese companies are now diver-
sifying their huge investments 
into new areas to reaffirm their 
confidence in Malaysia as their 
top foreign investment destina-
tion choice.

Japanese ambassador to 
Malaysia Hiroshi oka said new 
companies are starting to grow 
in new areas in the country by 
venturing into the health, 
medical device manufactur-
ing, digital technology and 
halal food industries.

“Japanese companies had 
started coming into Malaysia in 
the 1970s and, when the trends 
accelerated with the start of the 
Look east Policy in the 80s, glo-
bally famous Japanese compa-
nies like toray, Hitachi, Sony 
and Panasonic all rushed to be 
operating in Malaysia.

“there are now in total about 
1,500 Japanese companies in 
Malaysia and these companies 
have contributed to industrialize 
Malaysia. About 40 per cent of 
Malaysia’s export is from the e&e 
sector and this e&e sector has 
traditionally been exactly the 
areas of focus of Japanese direct 
investment. We have grown 
together with Malaysia’s indus-
trialisation,” he told bernama.

While industries across the 
board suffered serious declines 
resulting in massive job cuts due 
to the covid-19 pandemic, Japa-
nese companies have managed 
to maintain and retain their 
employees totalling 340,000 in 

the manufacturing sector alone, 
in the many months of the 
movement control order. this is 
one of the most fantastic dimen-
sions of Japanese investments 
in Malaysia.

oka said that last year Japan 
was the largest supplier of for-
eign direct investment in 
Malaysia, accounting for about 
one third of total direct invest-
ment flow into Malaysia, “and 
this is the ringing endorse-
ment by the Japanese business 
about the attractiveness of 
Malaysia and interestingly, the 
areas of Japanese investment 
has significantly diversified”.

In the health sector, last year 
saw Mitsui, one of Japan’s leading 
trading houses, acquiring addi-
tional 16 per cent of Malaysia’s 
global hospital network, IHH.

A Japanese medical device 
manufacturing company, which 
has been producing highly 

sophisticated cardiovascular 
medical devices in Japan, has 
established its first overseas 
new plant in Malaysia to export 
its products back to Japan.

“the company is thinking 
about exporting its high-qual-
ity medical devices to the Asian 
markets as well in the future. 
So, manufacturing medical 
devices is one of the new areas 
emerging for Japanese invest-
ments in Malaysia,” he added.

on digital technology, a 
start-up company was set up 
in Malaysia this year to pro-
vide mobility data based serv-
ices to improve driving safety 
awareness with having fun, 
and to contribute to the distri-
bution of traffic volume and 
reduction of accidents.

Another established name, 
Hitachi, is also providing solu-
tion services based on the dig-
ital technology and is turning 

Malaysia into its regional hub 
for this service in the entire 
ASeAN region.

on the halal industry, the 
Ambassador said increasingly, 
Japanese food industries are 
attracted to Malaysia as the 
halal certificate provided by 
Malaysia is regarded highly 
credible globally.

“So, they are making Malaysia 
a staging post from which to go 
out into the Islamic and Middle 
eastern market with their food 
product having Malaysian halal 
certificate,” said oka.

Yet another new area for the 
Japanese investment in Malay-
sia is the aircraft industry.

“Within Asean, we are explor-
ing cooperation with the 
Malaysian government to pro-
mote Japanese private sector 
participation in the aircraft 
industry in Malaysia for its high 
potential. this is an example of 
the efforts the government of 
Japan is eagerly making to fur-
ther propel Japanese compa-
nies to come to Malaysia to 
pursue business collaboration 
with Malaysian companies 
through investment,” he said.

on the covid-19 pandemic, he 
said it had not affected the attrac-
tiveness of Malaysia as a destina-
tion for Japanese business.

“on the contrary, in the light of 
the attractiveness of Malaysia as 
a destination for Japanese busi-
ness, we as a government are sup-
porting the Japanese businesses 
to make further commitments to 
Malaysia,” he said. BERNAMA/THE STAR 

(MALAYSIA)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

reLIeF measures to help indi-
viduals and small- and medi-
um-sized enterprises (SMes) 
with cash flow difficulties will 
be extended into 2021.

this is intended to give those 
who have applied to defer loan 
repayments more time to re-
sume their debt servicing, said 
the Monetary Authority of Sin-
gapore (MAS) on Monday, in its 
joint announcement with the As-
sociation of banks in Singapore 
(AbS) and the Finance Houses 
Association of Singapore.

the reliefs are also available 
to those who have not applied 
to defer payments previously, 
but are now facing cash flow 
challenges.

the extended measures will 
allow both individuals and 
businesses to transition grad-
ually to full loan repayments, 
as the central bank and the 
financial industry recognise 
that many will continue to ex-
perience cash flow pressures 
into early 2021, MAS said.

but it urged borrowers who 
are able to resume paying loan 
instalments in full to start do-
ing so from Jan 1, 2021, as fur-
ther postponement increases 
their overall debt.

“We want to continue pro-
viding relief to borrowers fac-
ing cash flow challenges while 
encouraging them to resume 
loan repayments to the extent 
they are able to, so that they 
do not accumulate too much 
debt,” said MAS managing di-
rector ravi Menon.

“A good outcome is one 
where individuals and SMes 
are able to use the support 
measures to help them tide 
through the current economic 

difficulties and emerge with a 
sustainable debt burden as the 
economy recovers,” he said.

Reliefs For Individuals
Measures for which the appli-

cation period has been extend-
ed to June 30 next year include 
converting credit card balances 
to a lower interest term loan.

those who are not able to re-
sume full loan repayments on 
their property loans may apply 
to make reduced instalment 
payments pegged at 60 per cent 
of their monthly instalment, for 
a period of up to nine months.

Individuals servicing reno-
vation and student loans may 
also apply to extend loan ten-
ures by up to three years.

eligibility criteria for these 
two measures include proof of 
income loss. the application 
period closes on June 31, 2021.

As of August, some 36,000 ap-
plications have been made to 
defer property loan payments.

“broadly, the number of 
mortgage deferments has ta-
pered off, since the peak in 
April to June 2020 when more 
individuals were affected by 
the circuit breaker measures,” 
a spokesman for MAS said.

there were nearly 34,000 
approved mortgage relief ap-
plications as of June.

DbS bank has approved some 
9,000 home loan repayment re-
lief applications amounting to 
$5.2 billion so far, while ocbc 
bank has approved over 8,000 
mortgage, car and renovation 
loan relief applications totalling 
over $5 billion.

Uob has received more 
than 8,000 applications to de-
fer mortgage repayments and 
more than 4,000 applications 
to convert unsecured debt into 
lower-cost term loans. It said it 
approved the majority of them.

Reliefs For Smes
Further support has also 

been made available to SMes, 
by allowing the deferment 
of loan payment beyond the 
end of this year.

Under previously announced 
measures, companies could 
apply to defer principal repay-
ments on their secured loans 
granted by banks or finance 
companies until Dec 31, 2020.

the extended Support 
Scheme – Standardised will 
allow businesses in sectors 
most affected by the covid-19 
pandemic to defer 80 per cent 
of principal payments until 
June 30, 2021.

this applies to SMes in the 
following sectors: aviation 
and aerospace, tourism, hos-
pitality, conventions and ex-
hibitions, built environment, 
licensed food shops and food 
stalls, qualifying retail outlets, 
arts and entertainment, ma-
rine and offshore, as well as 
land transport.

Firms in other sectors can 
apply to defer 80 per cent 
of principal payments until 
March 31, 2021.

Loans granted under en-
terprise Singapore’s (eSG) 
enhanced working capital 
loan scheme and temporary 
bridging loan programme are 
also eligible for deferment.

As of September, more than 
18,000 enterprises have taken 
loans under eSG’s schemes, 
with a total loan quantum ex-
ceeding $14.5 billion.

More than 5,400 applica-
tions have been made to defer 
principal payments on se-
cured term loans as of August.

A customised support 
scheme to facilitate multi-
lender restructuring, for firms 
that the standardised scheme 
is not suitable, is also being 
developed by banks and fi-
nance companies.

this extended Support 
Scheme - customised is intend-
ed to complement other re-
structuring assistance schemes 
such as the Ministry of Law’s 
proposed Simplified Insolvency 
Programme, MAS said.

AbS chairman Samuel tsien 
said: “banks will work closely 
with those who need further 
support by offering other re-
structuring solutions.”

Applications for both 
schemes will start from No-
vember 2. THE STRAITS TIMES (SIN-

GAPORE)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Loan repayment relief 
measures extended 
for individuals, SMes 

Pepper exports continue to 
rise but prices still stagnant
Thou Vireak 

c
AMboDIA exported 
more than 4,121 
tonnes of finished 
pepper products in 

the first nine months of 2020, 
up more than 21 per cent year-
on-year, according to data 
from the Ministry of Agricul-
ture, Forestry and Fisheries.

Veng Sakhon, Minister of Ag-
riculture told the Post on Mon-
day that cambodia’s exports 
of GI (geographical indication) 
and non-GI pepper during this 
period went to many markets 
including Japan, belgium, the 
Netherlands, France, Germany, 
Switzerland, Vietnam, the US, 
russia, britain, India, belarus, 
Korea, czech republic, New 
Zealand, thailand, taiwan, Swe-
den, Singapore and Australia.

“our pepper has been strong 
in the international markets in 
recent years,” he said.

cambodian Pepper and Spic-
es Federation President Mak 
Ny told The Post on Monday 
that although pepper exports 
continued to increase, pepper 
prices have not recovered.

He said federation members 
exported a total of about 3,000 
tonnes of pepper in the first 
nine months of this year and 
the price of pepper is ranging 
between 9,000 riel and 10,000 
riel ($2.20-$2.50) per kilogram.

“the price of pepper does 
not allow farmers to profit be-
cause our production costs are 

still high. We believe the price 
farmers need to profit is 12,000 
riel and up,” he said.

cambodian pepper relies on 
the markets of Vietnam and 
thailand, and some pepper 
products are exported to the 
German market through pri-
vate companies that are mem-
bers of the federation.

NY estimates pepper yield 
in 2020 will continue to de-
cline, with between 15,000 
and 17,000 tonnes harvested 
on a total of 7,000ha while last 
year’s yield was 21,000 tonnes.

“Pepper yields have been 

declining for many years due 
to damage caused by weather 
problems and farmers quit-
ting because of the low pric-
es,” he said.

Ny said he is optimistic, 
however, the bilateral free 
trade agreement between 
cambodia and china, which 
will enter into force next year, 
will help open up more non-
GI pepper markets.

“through this agreement, 
we want markets in china, the 
US, Korea and other destina-
tions because our pepper is 
good quality and tastier than 

Vietnamese pepper.
“We are pleased the govern-

ment has established the FtA 
with china, as well as agree-
ments with Korea and other 
countries. It will allow our 
members the opportunity to 
export pepper products to the 
international market,” he said.

A Ministry of Agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries re-
port shows the total export of 
pepper, both GI and non-GI 
pepper, was more than 3,693 
tonnes in 2019, an increase of 
53.17 per cent compared to 
the same period in 2018.

Cambodia exported more than 4,121 tonnes of pepper products in first nine months. post staff

Japanese ambassador to Malaysia Hiroshi Oka said new companies are 
starting to grow in new areas in the country. bernama

This is intended to give those 
who have applied to defer loan 

repayments more time to 
resume their debt servicing
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AIA CAmbodIA  
has reinforced its com-
mitment to helping 
Cambodia’s youth live 

healthier, longer and better lives 
by renewing its sponsorship of the 
AIA-ISF Youth League for another 
three years. 

AIA made the announcement 
during the closing ceremony of the 
2019-20 league season last Sunday. 

AIA Cambodia has been sponsor-
ing the ISF’s (Indochina Starfish 
Foundation) youth league for three 
consecutive seasons, and this will 
now continue for another three 
years, reaffirming the company’s 
brand promise of helping people live 
healthier, longer, better lives. 

AIA Cambodia and ISF are aim-
ing to use the power of football to 
introduce the universally positive 
attributes of staying active, working 
with others towards a common goal 
and instilling a sense of fair 
play in Cambodian youth from 
a very young age.

Normally lasting six 
months, the league gathers 
young people from under-
privileged communities to play 
football while developing life 
skills and having fun. 

This year, more than 1,500 
boys and girls have taken part 
in the league and accompany-
ing tournaments across seven 
divisions and four different 
age brackets – 18, 16, 14 and 

10 years old – making it the biggest 
grassroots football programme in 
Cambodia.

AIA Cambodia CEo Pauline Teoh, 
highlighting the importance of 

sport, said: “Playing sport teaches 
young people valuable life lessons 
about teamwork, sportsmanship and 
integrity, so we are incredibly proud 
to continue our sponsorship of the 

league, enriching the lives 
of hundreds of young 
people and the communi-
ties it benefits.”

The AIA-ISF Youth 
League 2020 celebrated its 
long-awaited closing cer-
emony on Sunday, drawing 
the season to a close after 
it was halted in march due 
to the Covid-19 pandemic. 

Starting at 10:30am at 
the ISF Sports Ground in 
Phnom Penh’s Preah Theat 
village, the players took to 

the pitch for the semi-finals  
and final. 

With the winner decided, and  
the closing ceremony having begun, 
the season was officially concluded. 

Since its inception in 2006,  
ISF has been directly involved in 
numerous grassroots football pro-
grammes, currently working with 
more than 3,000 disadvantaged 
young people across Cambodia. 

Fundamental to the ISF  
youth league is the belief that  
sport has the potential to  
combat many of the social  
challenges facing young people  
in Cambodia today – such as dis-
crimination, a lack of education, 
unemployment and preventable 
diseases. 

AIA Cambodia extends support for the 
Kingdom’s largest youth football league
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AIA Cambodia is commited to helping the Kingdom’s people live healthier, longer, better lives.

More than 1,500 boys and girls took part this year.

The AIA-ISF Youth League is the biggest grassroots football programme in Cambodia.

About AIA Cambodia
AIA Group Limited and its 

subsidiaries comprise the largest 
independent publicly listed 
pan-Asian life insurance group. 
It has a presence in 18 markets 
in Asia-Pacific – with wholly 
owned branches and subsidiaries 
in Hong Kong SAR, Thailand, 
Singapore, malaysia, mainland 
China, South Korea, the 
Philippines, Australia, Indonesia, 
Taiwan (China), Vietnam, New 
Zealand, macau SAR, brunei, 
Cambodia and myanmar. It also 
has a 99 per cent subsidiary in 
Sri Lanka, and a 49 per cent 
joint venture in India.

SoUtH Korea’S business com-
munity expects to see the im-
minent relaxation of entry 
restrictions for travellers to Ja-
pan amid hopes of improving 
economic relations between 
the two countries, according to 
industry sources on Sunday.

regarding the possibility of 
the two governments pound-
ing out an agreement easing 
the seven-month-long re-
strictions on entry to Japan 
amid the covid-19 pandemic, 
industry officials are optimis-
tic about maintaining better 
business relations with their 
Japanese partners and con-
tributing to the two nations’ 
economic ties.

“Although Korea has been 
working to strengthen the 
materials, parts and equip-
ment industry and reduce its 
reliance on Japan, close coop-
eration between Korean and 
Japanese companies is really 
needed,” said an industry of-
ficial. “Japanese firms are still 
important business partners 
for many Korean companies.”

Since the covid-19 out-
break, Japan has strictly lim-
ited entry to medical per-
sonnel, educational faculty 
members and people with 
permanent resident status. 
Some high-profile business 
moguls have been allowed in 
on a case-by-case basis.

Korean business officials 
hope to be allowed to enter 
Japan via fast-track corridors 

and not subjected to a two-
week quarantine, if they test 
negative for covid-19 before 
departure and after arrival.

business tycoons like Sam-
sung vice-chairman Lee Jae-
yong would then be able to 
resume meetings with their 
Japanese partners. Until last 
year, the Samsung heir fre-
quently visited Japan to meet 
some of Japan’s most influ-
ential business and political 
figures.

Lee flew to tokyo in July last 
year to seek cooperation from 
major Japanese businesses 
in securing key materials for 
semiconductors and displays, 
after the Japanese government 
led by former Prime Minister 
Shinzo Abe imposed severe re-
strictions on exports to Korea of 
those materials.

“the business ties could 
have been kept through virtu-
al meetings and videoconfer-
encing, but such noncontact 
meetings were not enough to 
make the relations stronger,” 
another official said.

Since July last year, soured 
relations between Seoul and 
tokyo have led to boycotts of 
Japanese products by Koreans 
and to a decline in trade.

In September, Japan’s exports 
to Korea fell 15.9 per cent to 
402.8 billion yen ($3.82 million), 
while its imports from Korea 
dropped 8.9 per cent to 251.3 
billion yen. THE KOREA HERALD/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

Firms want Japan 
restrictions relaxed

S’pore retail sales slump eases
t

He improvement in Singapore’s re-
tail sales continued in August as the 
economy went through its second 
full month of reopening after the cir-

cuit breaker period, though the month-on-
month jump in sales seen in July dissipated.

compared with the same month a year 
ago, takings at the till declined 5.7 per cent, 
better than the 8.5 per cent drop recorded in 
July, according to data released by the De-
partment of Statistics (SingStat) on Monday.

excluding motor vehicles, retail sales 
fell 8.4 per cent year on year.

However, on a month-on-month sea-
sonally adjusted basis, the increase in 
retail sales tapered off, rising only 1.4 per 
cent, compared with the 27.2 per cent 
surge from June to July.

on a year-on-year basis, most retail indus-
tries still registered sales declines in August.

ocbc bank head of treasury research 
and strategy Selena Ling observed that 
despite the improvements, discretionary 
spending remained soft compared with 
pre-pandemic levels, for items like clothes, 
watches and jewellery, cosmetics and toi-
letries and goods from department stores. 

She added that although more people 
might dine out, causing a fall in sales from 
food and alcohol, the takings at food and 
beverage services still dropped, underlining 
the ongoing challenges facing the sector. 

Sales of food and alcohol fell the most, by 
42.6 per cent, followed by department stores, 
where takings dropped by 35.3 per cent.

Sellers of cosmetics, toiletries and 
medical goods were also hit, with sales 
declining 29 per cent.

Sales from wearing apparel and foot-
wear also dropped, by 28.6 per cent.

but supermarkets and hypermarkets 
continued to see sales rising, with a 
growth of 21. 9 per cent.

those selling furniture and household 
equipment also saw takings increase, by 
18.7 per cent, while retailers of comput-

er and telecommunications equipment 
had sales grow by 16.4 per cent.

this was due to the higher demand for 
household appliances and computers as 
employees adopted work-from-home 
arrangements, SingStat said.

the sales of motor vehicles rose by 
12.1 per cent, with strong demand for 
both new and used cars, it added.

but sales of food and beverage services 
fell 28.6 per cent in August on a year-on-
year basis, a larger drop compared with 
the 25.4 per cent decline in July.

the larger decline was mainly attrib-
uted to food caterers, which saw sales 
plunge by 70.6 per cent, as catering ser-
vices for the majority of foreign worker 
dormitories were no longer required 
from August, SingStat said.

restaurant takings also fell, by 32.2 
per cent, followed by cafes, foodcourts 
and other eating places, which saw sales 
drop by 17.6 per cent.

Fast-food outlets had takings drop by 

10.9 per cent. the total sales value of food 
and beverage services in August was esti-
mated at $665 million, of which online food 
and beverage sales made up an estimated 
20.6 per cent.

the estimated total retail sales value in 
August was about $3.4 billion. online re-
tail sales made up an estimated 10.9 per 
cent of the sales value.

retail sales are unlikely to cross into posi-
tive territory this year, Ms Ling added, pre-
dicting a drop of 14 per cent for the full year. 

“this would mark the third year of contrac-
tion for the domestic retail sector,” she noted. 

“In the interim, the Singaporediscovers 
voucher is unlikely to be a short-term pan-
acea, albeit the opening up of travel bub-
bles and more green lane arrangements to 
allow for more overseas visitors should be 
welcome relief over the medium term.”

Singaporeans will receive these local 
tourism vouchers to help businesses 
battered by the pandemic. THE STRAITS TIMES 

(SINGAPORE)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Excluding motor vehicles, retail sales fell 8.4 per cent year-on- year. AfP
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Sathapana Bank – a 
subsidiary of Maruhan 
Corporation of Japan – 
merged with Maruhan 

Japan Bank in 2016. 
Since then, Sathapana Bank 

has shifted focus to embrace 
digital banking technologies, 
with the launch of Sathapana 
Mobile in 2018. 

this is one of the most inno-
vative mobile banking apps in 
Cambodia. 

In the same year, the bank 
announced the soft launch of 
its Sathapana Visa Cards and 
rolled out new cash recycling 
machines – including atMs 
and Cash In – to provide a 
more convenient banking 
experience and to better assist 

its customers. 
Last year, Sathapana Bank 

introduced the Sathapana Visa 
Debit and Credit Cards and 
launched the phnom penh Wa-
ter Supply bill payment system, 
as well as inaugurating three 
new branches and upgrading 
five more to provide full bank-
ing services. 

as of last month, the finan-
cial institution had launched the 
Sathapana Visa platinum Credit 
Card, a new online account 
opening service on Sathapana 
Mobile, its mobile app, Cash by 
Code, a new digital app feature, 
and Sathapana pay. It has also 
inaugurated eight new branches 
to enhance operations. 

“On behalf of Sathapana 

Bank, I would like to extend 
my tremendous gratitude to all 
stakeholders who have firmly 
stood by the bank’s side and 
significantly contributed to the 
bank’s successful journey. 

“Without their support, 

Sathapana Bank wouldn’t have 
been at today’s highest point, 
offering excellent financial 
services to Cambodians.”  

“as of today, the bank’s total 
assets and deposits have crossed 
$1.8 billion and $1.1 billion, 
respectively. there are 170-plus 
branches operating nationwide, 
while more than 4,000 staff 
are working to support the 
bank’s daily operations,” said 
Sathapana Bank CEO Lim aun. 

In conjunction with today’s 
25th anniversary in Cambodia, 
Sathapana Bank has announced 
its “25th anniversary Cam-
paign” to thank its customers 
for their ongoing support. 

the campaign is divided into 
two promotions – the “Deposit 
and Win Campaign”, and the 
“Sathapana pay Cashback”, 
which will last until December 
31 this year. 

With the 25th anniversary as 
the theme, there are 25 prizes to 
be won in the “Deposit and Win 
Campaign” – which include the 
grand prize of a Mazda 6, two 
second prizes of Smart Saving 
accounts worth $2,500 and 
22 consolation prizes of Smart 

Saving accounts each worth 
$250). 

to be eligible, both Sathap-
ana Bank’s new and exist-
ing customers have to make 
deposits as per the terms and 
conditions of the campaign. 

For the “Sathapana pay 
Cashback” promotion, custom-
ers simply start the habit of 
going cashless with Sathapana 
pay to receive up to $2.50 in 
cashback.

Since the establishment of 
Sathapana Mobile, the bank has 
won three prestigious awards 
recognising its digital banking 
success – “Best Mobile Banking 
application Cambodia 2019”, 
“Most Innovative Digital Bank 
2020” and “Most Innovative 
Retail Banking app Cambodia 
2020”. 

With the mission and vision 
to be the most trusted bank 
in Cambodia – one delivering 
the most advanced banking 
technologies – the bank values 
digitalisation at the forefront 
to gain competitive advan-
tages and be a game-changer 
in the Kingdom’s banking 
industry. 

Sathapana Bank marks quarter 
century of sustainable progress

Sathapana Bank’s new headquarters 
on Norodom Boulevard are set to be 
completed later this year.

Sathapana Bank CEO Lim Aun.

 www.phnompenhpost.com/post-focus banking

During its 25 years of operating in  
the Kingdom, Sathapana Bank has 
assisted Cambodians nationwide to 
achieve their financial goals through  
loans, deposit accounts and financial 
advice, and has contributed enormously  
to the country’s economic growth.

About Sathapana Bank
Sathapana Bank is one 

of the leading commercial 
banks in Cambodia, with 
total assets of over $1.8 
billion and more than 
4,000 employees. 

It has the second-
largest network of 
branches in the Kingdom 
with more than 170, while 
there are over 220 atMs 
with a cash recycling 
capability. 

the bank provides full 
banking services, such as 
loans, deposits, iBanking, 
mobile banking, debit 
and credit cards, domestic 
and foreign remittances, 
Western Union, trade 
finance and tax payments, 
among others. 

Sathapana has also 
partnered with mobile 
payment providers such as 
Wing, pi pay, true Money, 
Ly hour Veluy, eMoney, 
and Bakong to give 
further convenience to its 
customers. 
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FoUr men were due to go on 
trial in britain on Monday in 
connection with the deaths 
of 39 Vietnamese migrants 
whose bodies were found in a 
lorry in southeast england.

the grim discovery of 31 
men and eight women inside 
the container truck on an in-
dustrial estate east of London 
last year threw fresh light on 
the plight of migrants desper-
ate to reach britain.

A post-mortem examination 
found the victims – 10 of them 
teenagers, including two 15-
year-old boys – died from lack 
of oxygen and overheating in 
the refrigerated lorry.

Seven people were jailed in 
Vietnam last month for their 
role in the tragedy.

the four men on trial at the 
old bailey court in central Lon-
don from Monday face a range 
of charges, from manslaughter 
to conspiracy to commit un-
lawful immigration.

they do not include the 25-
year-old driver of the lorry, 
Maurice robinson of North-
ern Ireland.

He drove the truck onto a 
ferry from the belgian port of 
Zeebrugge in the early hours 
of october 23, last year.

robinson admitted 39 counts 
of manslaughter and one of 
conspiracy to commit unlawful 
immigration at an April hearing.

Meanwhile, another man, 40-
year-old ronan Hughes, also 
from Northern Ireland, plead-
ed guilty to the same charges at 
a hearing on August 28.

At an extradition hearing in 

Dublin on May 15, he was de-
scribed as the “ringleader” of a 
human trafficking operation.

both men will be sentenced 
at a later date.

More than two dozen other 
suspects were arrested in May 
in connection with people 
trafficking in France, belgium 
and Germany as a result of the 
investigation into the case.

An alleged key figure in the 
ring of smugglers, a 29-year-
old man nicknamed “the bald 
Duke” according to sources, 
was caught in Germany’s Up-
per rhine region.

thirteen of the suspects ar-
rested by French police have 
been charged there with peo-
ple trafficking, while six of the 
group – mainly Vietnamese 
and French nationals – also 
face manslaughter charges.

the investigation found the 
migrants who died were load-
ed into the truck in northern 
France, and that the network 
continued to operate even af-
ter the tragedy, charging up to 
20,000 euros ($23,500) to cross 
from France to britain.

the victims came from im-
poverished and remote corners 
of central Vietnam, a hotspot 
for people willing to embark 
on dangerous journeys in the 
hope of striking it rich abroad.

Many are smuggled illegally 
through russia or china, car-
rying falsified documents, of-
ten owing tens of thousands of 
dollars to their traffickers.

they end up working off the 
books on cannabis farms or in 
nail salons. AFP

Suspects in UK migrant 
truck tragedy face slew 
of charges as trial starts 

Armenia-Azerbaijan fighting 
intensifies, cities under fire 
ArMeNIAN and Azerbaijani 
forces exchanged heavy rocket 
and artillery fire as fighting 
intensified over Nagorno-Kara-
bakh on Sunday, with the break-
away region’s capital and Azerba-
ijan’s second-largest city hit. 

Armenia said Nagorno-Kara-
bakh’s main city Stepanakert, 
which has been under shelling 
since Friday, was hit again on 
Sunday and AFP journalists said 
there were regular explosions 
and clouds of black smoke ris-
ing in parts of the city.

Azerbaijan’s defence min-
istry said meanwhile that 
Armenian forces had shelled 
Ganja, a city of more than 
330,000 in western Azerbai-
jan, with footage showing 
buildings in ruins.

on Sunday night, Hikmet 
Hajiyev, an adviser to President 
Ilham Aliyev, wrote on twit-
ter that Armenians launched 
“missile attacks against Azer-
baijani civilians and civilian 
infrastructure” in the industri-
al city of Mingechavir and the 

Absheron district, some 80km 
from capital baku. 

Stepping up its bellicose 
rhetoric, Karabakh’s presidency 
threatened to “expand subse-
quent [military] actions to the 
entire territory of Azerbaijan”.

each side accused the other 
of targeting civilian areas, as 
the conflict widened a week af-
ter heavy fighting broke out in 
the decades-old dispute over 
the ethnic-Armenian region.

Armenia and Azerbaijan 
have resisted international 
calls for a ceasefire and clashes 
have intensified in recent days, 
with both sides claiming vic-
tories on the front and saying 
they are inflicting heavy losses.

In a fiery address to the na-
tion, Azerbaijani President 
Aliyev set conditions for a 
halt to the fighting that would 
be near impossible for Arme-
nia to accept.

He said Armenian forces 
“must leave our territories, not 
in words but deeds”, provide a 
timetable for a full withdrawal, 

and recognise the territorial 
integrity of Azerbaijan.

Yerevan rejected Aliyev’s 
demands.

“conditionality is not ac-
ceptable, [Aliyev] must re-
nounce the use of force and 
engage constructively in ne-
gotiations without imposing 
maximalist positions,” Arme-
nian foreign ministry spokes-
woman Anna Nagdalyan said.

Sirens were sounding and ex-
plosions could be heard at reg-
ular intervals in Stepanakert, as 
residents took shelter, includ-
ing several families in the base-
ment of the city’s Holy Mother 
of God cathedral.

Armenia’s foreign ministry 
said Stepanakert and other 
towns had been hit, accusing 
Azerbaijani forces of “the de-
liberate targeting of the civil-
ian population”.

there were reports of dead 
and wounded civilians in 
Stepanakert and the historic 
town of Shusha.

Azerbaijan said Ganja was 

under shell fire, including from 
areas outside of Karabakh in 
Armenian territory, with at 
least one civilian killed.

Azerbaijan’s ally turkey ac-
cused Armenia of “targeting 
civilians” in Ganja and reit-
erated support for its fellow 
turkic and Muslim country as 

“one nation, two states”.
Karabakh leader Arayik 

Harutyunyan warned that it 
would now consider “military 
facilities in Azerbaijan’s big 
cities” as legitimate targets.

“I call on the residents of 
these cities to immediately 
leave,” Harutyunyan said in a 

Facebook post.
the International commit-

tee of the red cross on Sun-
day condemned the reports 
of “indiscriminate shelling 
and other alleged unlawful 
attacks using explosive weap-
onry in cities, towns and oth-
er populated areas”. AFP

The aftermath of recent shelling during the ongoing fighting between Armenia and Azerbaijan over the 
breakaway Nagorno-Karabakh region, in the disputed region’s main city of Stepanakert on Sunday. afp

trump criticised for leaving 
hospital to greet supporters
U

S PreSIDeNt Donald trump 
sparked an angry backlash 
from the medical community 
on Sunday with a protocol-

breaking visit to his supporters outside 
the hospital where he is being treated for 
the highly-infectious, potentially deadly 
new coronavirus.

He was masked as he waved from inside 
his bulletproof vehicle during the short 
trip outside Walter reed military medical 
centre near Washington, which appeared 
designed to take back the narrative on 
his improving health after a weekend of 
muddled messaging from his doctors.

the last-minute limousine outing came 
with trump’s doctors satisfied enough 
about his progress to suggest the possi-
bility of his being discharged on Monday.

but experts complained that the out-
ing broke his own government’s public 
health guidelines requiring patients to 
isolate while they are in treatment and 
still shedding virus – and endangered his 
Secret Service protection.

trump, who has been repeatedly re-
buked for flouting public health guide-
lines and spreading misinformation 
on the pandemic, said in a video that 
dropped on twitter just before the ap-
pearance that he had “learned a lot 
about covid” by “really going to school” 
as he has battled the virus.

but health experts took to the airwaves 
and social media to criticise the “stunt”, 
which they said demonstrated that he 
had learned nothing at all. 

“every single person in the vehicle 
during that completely unnecessary 
presidential ‘drive-by’ just now has to 
be quarantined for 14 days,” said James 
Phillips, chief of disaster medicine at 
George Washington University.

“they might get sick. they may die. For po-
litical theater. commanded by trump to put 
their lives at risk for theater. this is insanity.”

White House spokesman Judd Deere 
said “appropriate” precautions had been 
taken to protect trump and his support 
staff, including protective gear. 

“the movement was cleared by the 
medical team as safe to do,” he added.

but Zeke emanuel, chair of the De-
partment of Medical ethics and Health 
Policy at the University of Pennsylvania 
and regular tV pundit, described the ap-
pearance as “shameful”.

“Making his Secret Service agents drive 
with a covid-19 patient, with windows up 
no less, put them needlessly at risk for infec-
tion. And for what? A Pr stunt,” he tweeted.

the episode came hours after a brief-
ing by trump’s medical team, who said 
he had “continued to improve” and 
could be returned to the White House, 
which has the facilities to treat and iso-
late the president, as early as Monday.

the president was flown to Walter 
reed with a high fever on Friday after a 
“rapid progression” of his illness, with 
his oxygen levels dropping worryingly 
low, trump’s physician Sean conley said 
in a Sunday briefing.

Health experts have complained that 
the messaging from the administration 
– and particularly trump’s medical team 
– has caused widespread confusion.

conley admitted on Sunday that he 
had kept from the public the fact that the 
president had been given extra oxygen, 
in a bid to reflect an “upbeat attitude”.

And he gave a rosy account of trump’s 
progress on Saturday, only for White 
House chief of staff Mark Meadows to tell 
reporters immediately after that trump’s 
condition had been “very concerning” 
and that he was “still not on a clear path 
to a full recovery”. AFP

A car with US President Trump drives past supporters in a motorcade outside of Walter Reed 
Medical Center in Bethesda, Maryland on Sunday. afp
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tHAILAND’S National Vaccine 
committee is planning to set 
aside bt2.93 billion ($93.3 mil-
lion) to purchase 66 million 
doses of covid-19 vaccines 
within next year, Public Health 
Ministry spokesperson Dr 
Phanprapha Yongtrakul said 
on Monday.

the 66 million doses will 
cover 33 million thais or 
roughly 50 per cent of the 
population.

“the committee, chaired by 
Public Health Minister Anutin 
charnvirakul, has decided to 
reserve the vaccines via two 
methods.

“the first will be to reserve a 
lot via the covax campaign 
overseen by the World Health 
organisation, coalition for 
epidemic Preparedness Inno-
vations and the Vaccine Alli-
ance, which should cover 20 
per cent of thais.

“the second will be to reserve 
doses with 10 manufacturers in 
the US, china, UK and russia 
that are conducting third-
phase human trials,” she said.

Dr Nakhon Premsri, the 
director of the National Vac-
cine Institute said: “We expect 
the vaccine to be ready next 
year, and each person will 
require two doses. the deal for 
reserving vaccines for thai 
people will be discussed later 
this month.”

our proposed budget is sub-
ject to approval by the cabi-
net, which will decide if it 
should come from the nation-
al budget or government loans. 
the vaccines will be supplied 
in lots, so payments can also 
be made in instalments.”

Nakhon said the vaccine will 
be provided to priority groups 
first, such as medical staff who 
are at the frontline of the battle 
against covid-19 as they face 
the highest risk and are vital to 
the country’s public health 
system.

Meanwhile, the government 
is also considering how to fur-
ther ease travel restrictions for 
people who want to enter 
thailand for business or 
investment purposes.

easing entry for businessper-
sons would help lift the econ-
omy, which is sagging under 
the impact from covid-19, 
government spokesman 
Anucha burapachaisri said on 
Monday.

the centre for covid-19 
Administration Situation has 
so far permitted about 11,000 
foreign businesspeople and 
work-permit holders to enter 
thailand. All went into alter-
native state quarantine for 14 
days when they arrived in 
thailand.

the centre has also given 
the green light for long-stay 
foreign visitors to enter thai-
land from october 1 on Spe-
cial tourist Visas. the tour-
ists must undergo alternative 
state quarantine for 14 days. 
THE NATION (THAILAND)/ASIA NEWS 

NETWORK

‘I don’t want to lie’: Myanmar’s gay 
pioneer stands in November election
o

UtrAGeD over ongoing 
discrimination in Myan-
mar, Myo Min tun decided 
to stand as the first openly 

gay election candidate in a country 
where same-sex relations are illegal.

His decision to enter the political fray 
came after transgender friends told him 
how they had suffered police harassment.

the officers allegedly forced them 
to remove their bras and kneel in hu-
miliating positions before touching 
them inappropriately, Min tun said.

“this was a violation of their rights. 
And I realised there’s no one in parlia-
ment to talk about this,” he said.

So he decided to run for a seat in the 
regional assembly in his home city of 
Mandalay.

“I’m doing this to be a pioneer for all 
LGbt people so they know we can be 
anyone we want.”

From florist and noodle soup chef 
to HIV prevention worker, the 39-
year-old says he has been lucky not 
to suffer discrimination in his varied 
career in Myanmar’s second city.

but a british colonial-era law means 
same-sex relations are still illegal – even 
if space is opening up for the LGbt+ 
community in the conservative country.

Yangon’s Pride party in February at-
tracted more than 10,000 people, with 
many painting their little fingers pink 
to campaign to decriminalise same-sex 
relations ahead of November’s election.

but Min tun thinks it is too soon to 
fight that battle.

Instead, he vows to tackle the daily acts 
of discrimination the community faces, 
an issue thrust into the spotlight with the 
prominent suicide of a gay man last year.

Workplace bullying was widely 
blamed after the man’s final Facebook 
post displayed mocking comments 
and photos from colleagues.

However, an official probe conclud-
ed that the employer was not respon-

sible, saying the man had simply been 
“mentally weak”. “We still have a long 
way to go,” Min tun said, sighing.

Min tun knew he was gay when he 
fell in love with a fellow student while 
in grade 9 at school.

His father disapproved until his 
death although “never physically 
beating” him.

“but I think my mother loved me even 
more for it,” he said with a smile, adding 
neighbours and family friends even en-
couraged him to stand in the election.

“I have always been actively in-
volved in my community, so they rec-

ognise me for who I am.”
Aung San Suu Kyi’s ruling National 

League for Democracy (NLD) is widely 
expected to be returned to power in the 
November 8 national and regional vote.

the NLD’s manifesto states it stands 
against discrimination based on sex-
ual orientation but has done nothing 
to address the issue in its first term, 
say rights groups.

Min tun instead chose to run for the 
People’s Pioneer Party because of its 
“anti-discriminatory stance and be-
cause they favour young people”.

but leader thet thet Khine, who 

set up the party last year after being 
kicked out of the NLD, said it was 
“not the time” to try to decriminalise 
same-sex relations, even if she admit-
ted this was a basic human right.

“People will not care. there could 
even be a lot of backlashes if we advo-
cate for this.”

Min tun admits he did not mention 
he was gay in his interview with the 
party – but says it was important for 
him to come out publicly.

“I didn’t want to lie to get votes. I 
believe if I’m fair and truthful, people 
will support me.” AFP

cSo coalition: Fire Indonesia health minister 
A coALItIoN of civil society 
groups, academics and social 
organisations has started an 
online petition urging Indone-
sian President Joko “Jokowi” 
Widodo to fire Health Minister 
terawan Agus Putranto for his 
alleged incompetence in han-
dling the worsening covid-19 
pandemic. 

“We think that terawan Agus 
Putranto has failed to carry out 
his duties in handling the pan-
demic as health minister,” the 
coalition wrote in a petition 
filed through change.org.

“therefore, we demand that 
President Jokowi dismiss ter-
awan from his position as health 
minister and replace him with 
someone more competent.” 

the petition was started on 
Wednesday by the National 
Network on Domestic Worker 
Advocacy (Jala Prt), the head 
of students’ executive board of 
Syarif Hidayatullah State 
Islamic University (UIN Jakar-
ta) Sultan rivandi, the head of 
the University of Indonesia’s 
Student executive body (beM 
UI) Manik Marganamahendra, 
Irma Hidayana of Laporcovid-
19 (report covid-19) commu-
nity and Supinah as a labour 
representative. 

“From the beginning, the 
minister has taken the pan-
demic lightly. He has not been 

serious in handling [the pan-
demic]. He is also unable to 
overcome issues such as pro-
tecting health workers and 
containing the spread of cov-
id-19,” the petition said. 

the World Health organisa-
tion said as of Sunday, Indonesia 
ranks 23rd among the countries 
with the highest rate of covid-19 
infections, with 299,506 cases, 
only second to the Philippines 

in Southeast Asia.
Indonesia also has one of the 

highest death tolls in Asia, with 
more than 11,000 deaths. 

In September, Amnesty Inter-
national also listed Indonesia 
among the countries with the 
highest estimated numbers of 
health workers who have died 
from covid-19. 

calls for terawan’s removal 
have been made as early as 

March when another civil soci-
ety coalition consisting of 
human rights watchdogs Kon-
traS and Amnesty International 
Indonesia, among other groups, 
said he had “an arrogant and 
antiscience attitude”.

the Indonesian president, 
however, has claimed that the 
country’s covid-19 control 
efforts are going well, as the 
nation enters its eighth month 

of the outbreak and exceeds 
300,000 cases. 

“Let’s judge this based on 
facts and data, not based on 
estimates,” Jokowi said in a 
video posted on the Presiden-
tial Secretariat’s Youtube 
channel on Saturday night. 

“I can say that covid-19 han-
dling in Indonesia is not that 
bad. It is quite good.” 

He said the number of con-
firmed covid-19 cases and 
deaths in Indonesia was sig-
nificantly lower than that of 
other countries with large pop-
ulations. the video displayed 
the case counts of countries 
such as the US, India and brazil, 
which number in the millions. 

He did not address the fact that 
Indonesia’s covid-19 testing rate 
remains significantly lower than 
the rates of those countries. the 
nation has conducted 12,854 
tests per one million people, 
compared to the US’ 333,407 
tests per one million and India’s 
57,096 tests per one million. 

the government has been 
criticised for a lack of transpar-
ency regarding the covid-19 
death toll. Suspected virus 
deaths recorded at the provincial 
level reached 12,362 on Friday, 
surpassing the 11,151 total con-
firmed deaths reported by the 
Health Ministry on Sunday. THE 

JAKARTA POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

thailand 
earmarks 
$93M for 
vaccines

People’s Pioneer Party’s (PPP) candidate Myo Min Tun (left) campaigns in a market in Mandalay, ahead of the November 8 general  
election. afp

Indonesian President Joko ‘Jokowi’ Widodo and health minister Terawan Agus Putranto. antara/Sigid kurniawan
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IN A statement released after the 
world passed the “agonising mile-
stone” of one million covid-19 fatali-
ties, UN Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres, gave a reminder of the hu-
man heartache behind this “mind-
numbing figure”.

“they were fathers and mothers, 
wives and husbands, brothers and 
sisters, friends and colleagues,” he 
said, noting that the universal cus-
tom of mourning and celebrating the 
lives of those who had died was often 
impossible because of the risk of in-
fection.

that he had to issue what was in ef-
fect a call for empathy is a sad indict-
ment of the science-denying actions 
of some governments and individu-
als. Actions that mean there is still no 
end in sight to the devastating public 
health crisis and the upheaval it has 
caused.

the number of deaths and infec-
tions, more than 33 million people 
having been infected with the novel 
coronavirus worldwide, are mind-
blowing. Yet at a recent regular news 
briefing, the World Health organisa-
tion (WHo) warned current statistics 
underestimated actual infections and 
deaths.

And there is an even more worrying 
aspect to the story — there is no sign 
that the pandemic is abating.

In a number of countries, reports 
of infections keep increasing in stun-
ning numbers. even in the US, where 
covid-19 induced fatalities have 
crossed the 200,000 mark, substantial 
upticks are being reported in multiple 
states. Daily newly confirmed cases 
continue to hover above 40,000 from 
time to time in the US, prompting the 
US’ leading infectious diseases expert 
Dr Anthony Fauci to warn about po-

tential rise in fatalities as the annual 
influenza season approaches.

Sadly, responses to the public health 
crisis continue to be inadequate. At 
the government level, despite the 
WHo’s insistence that countries 
show more solidarity, politicising the 
pandemic and passing the buck for 
its spread have to a great extent dom-
inated the international discourse 
on the still unfolding crisis. this has 
shattered hopes for effective interna-
tional coordination and cooperation. 
More outrageous still has been some 
politicians’ refusal to adopt science-
based professional advice on how to 
contain the epidemic, which has al-
ready resulted in the loss of human 
lives that should and could have been 
avoided.

on the individual level, we have 
witnessed continuous disregard and 
denial of the severity of the state of af-

fairs by some who remain convinced 
the pandemic is a hoax or regard the 
containment measures intended to 
save lives as restrictions on their per-
sonal liberty. their refusal to wear 
masks and socially distance, which 
are proven ways to limit the spread of 
the virus, makes them accomplices of 
the deadly disease.

Politicisation has greatly damaged 
the image and persuasiveness of 
the WHo as the global public health 
watchdog, leading to some of its criti-
cal warnings falling on deaf ears. but 
facts have proven the science deniers 
wrong.

the WHo has again sounded alarm, 
warning it is “not impossible” for the 
covid-19 death toll to double before 
safe and reliable vaccines become 
available if countries do not work to-
gether to contain the virus. CHINA DAILY/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK

I
t IS important to steadi-
ly build up defense 
capabilities in light of 
changes in the security 

environment and advances 
in military technology.

Japan’s Defence Ministry’s 
budget request for fiscal 2021 
totalled a record ¥5.4898 tril-
lion ($52 billion). If the in-
creased defence spending is 
approved, it will be the ninth 
year in a row the defense 
budget has increased. the 
emphasis in the request is on 
dealing with the new defence 
domains of space, cyber and 
electromagnetic waves.

china and North Korea are 
enhancing their capabilities 
in these new domains. If Ja-
pan’s satellites and defence 
systems are attacked, Aegis-
equipped vessels and fighter 
jets will be neutralised. It 
makes sense to strengthen 
cyber-defence and space sur-
veillance systems.

For the space-related do-
main, the ministry is appro-
priating ¥72.4 billion ($683 
million). this includes costs 
for designing satellites to 
monitor space debris and 
other countries’ satellites.

the budget request also 
calls for research on a satel-
lite constellation, in which 
many satellites are launched 

to serve as a missile defence 
system. the aim is to detect 
and track hypersonic glide 
vehicles developed by china 
and russia, which are con-
sidered to be difficult to in-
tercept.

the concept of building 
a defence network in space 
has been proposed by the US. 
the government is consider-
ing the possibility of joint op-
erations between Japan and 

the US. the feasibility and 
cost-effectiveness of this plan 
must be thoroughly assessed.

As for cyber-defence, the 
ministry plans to reorganise 
the existing organisations 
and create a joint force of the 
Ground, Maritime and Air 
Self-Defence Forces. there 
is an urgent need to develop 
specialist personnel.

Meanwhile, in conven-
tional domains, the ministry 

requested ¥66.6 billion for the 
purchase of state-of-the-art 
fighter jets. the cost of refur-
bishing the destroyer Izumo 
for operating fighter jets is in-
cluded in this request.

the security environment 
around Japan is becoming 
increasingly severe. How-
ever, with the worsening fis-
cal situation, it is impossible 
to procure expensive equip-
ment endlessly. the govern-

ment needs to set priorities 
and introduce defence equip-
ment in a planned manner. 
It is essential to review the 
equipment and improve ef-
ficiency.

the ministry intends to 
decide on alternatives to the 
land-based Aegis Ashore mis-
sile defense system at the end 
of the year. In addition to de-
stroyers and merchant ships, 
facilities like oil rigs have 
been mentioned as candi-
dates for installing radar and 
other equipment.

the deployment of new 
destroyers would increase 
the burden on the Maritime 
Self-Defence Force, which is 
short on personnel. there are 
still concerns about safety for 
vessels like privately owned 
merchant ships. Multifaceted 
studies must be done on this 
issue.

the US has demanded Ja-
pan and other allies put de-
fense spending at two per 
cent of their gross domestic 
products (GDP). Japan’s de-
fence expenditures in fiscal 
2019 equaled 0.9 per cent of 
its GDP.

Japan’s provision of bases 
keeps the US in a dominant 
position in the Asia-Pacific 
region, contributing to the 
US national interest. the 
Japanese government should 
tenaciously explain this fact 
to the US. THE YOMIURI SHIMBUN 

(JAPAN)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

opinion
Editorial

Enhancing Japan’s defence capabilities

Fatal consequences of denying science

A Japanese navy crew member stands on the flight deck of the JS Izumo naval ship. The cost of refurbishing 
the destroyer Izumo for operating fighter jets is included in the Japanese defence ministry’s request. AfP
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Arts & culture
cultural Season 2020 explores ‘identity’
Hun Sopheara

t
He cultural Season, 
a programme first 
introduced in 2018 to 
celebrate the cultural 

richness and diversity of the 
Kingdom, has returned this 
year under the theme, Ex-
pressing Identities: Them and/
or Us.

It brings with it messages 
of inclusivity delivered in a 
string of traditional musical 
and theatrical performances.

Hosted by the oldest art 
organisation in the coun-
try, cambodian Living Arts 
(cLA), the two-month event 
kicked off on october 1 at the 
National Museum with a tra-
ditional Sompeas Krou per-
formance, which is a ritual of 
paying respect to masters.

events are planned through 
November 22 and will feature 
a variety of performances in-
cluding dances performed by 
ethnic minorities, contempo-
rary dances by experienced 
veterans and emerging art-
ists, newly composed tradi-
tional music, spoken theatre, 
Grandpa’s chapei (Khmer 
traditional long neck guitar) 
shows, panel discussions and 
interactive programmes.

the theme was chosen to 
help the public define the 
meaning of “identity” and en-
courage them to resist discrim-
inating against people.

In 2018, the first edition of 
the cultural Season lasted 
from July to September and 
featured performances, panel 
discussions, film screenings, 
exhibitions and workshops 
conducted under the theme 
Exploring Identities. 

the event was skipped in 
2019 before returning this 
year. In the second edition of 
the cultural Season, the or-
ganisers hope to inspire peo-
ple to think openly about their 
identity and that of others. 

Understanding Diversity
Yon Sokhorn, the pro-

gramme’s project manager, tells 
The Post: “the cultural Season 
is a thematic programme that 
focuses on identities by explor-
ing, expressing and (re)creating 
them.” 

She explains that Expressing 
Identities: Them and/or Us was 
specifically chosen because 
in the ever-changing society 
created by globalisation, im-
migration and development 
presents an opportunity to 
redefine what is meant by 
identity.

Diversity’s role in contem-
porary cambodian culture 
and identity is put in the spot-
light as Sokhorn raises some 
controversial questions such 
as: “So how are different mi-
norities, including indigenous 
people, Vietnamese, cham, 
chinese and Lao integrated?

“Does the emergence of di-
verse expressions [like contem-
porary arts, LGbt] necessar-
ily oppose dominant culture? 
How are they represented and 
from which point of view? can 

all these different groups be to-
gether as ‘us’ or should they be 
separated as ‘them’?”

the cultural Season aims 
to enhance understandings 
of what it means to be an in-
tegrated and inclusive society 
that reflects diversity while 
still representing cambodia.

“Should these differences 
be united as in the US by in-
cluding everyone and making 
them feel a sense of belong-
ing or should they be separate 
from the dominant culture as 
‘them’?” Sokhorn asks.

“the aim of choosing Express-
ing Identities: Them and/or Us 
is to open a discussion by wel-
coming new insightful points of 
view and including the voices of 
artists and audience members.

“It doesn’t mean the previous 
definition [of identity] is not 
right, but it is also useful to look 
at the present,” Sokorn says.

 
Showcasing traditional cultures

At the opening event, the 
traditional Sompeas Krou 
performance was followed 
by a dance piece called My 
Village Traditions which was 

performed as a dress rehears-
al on october 3 and as a full 
performance on october 4 by 
a troupe from Steung treng 
province’s Kouy community. 

Dressed in traditional cos-
tumes with vivid colours, the 
routine was presented in the 
Kouy language and tells the sto-
ry of their livelihoods, beliefs, 
language and their relationship 
between their intangible cul-
tural heritage and nature. 

Sokhorn tells The Post: “eth-
nicity is the starting point 
and inspiration for other 
dances, especially for the folk 
dances [like Ploy Suoy, sacri-
ficial dances and the buffalo 
dance], which is researched 
and choreographed by the 
Department of Performing 
Arts in Phnom Penh.”

Apart from traditional danc-
es, a new contemporary dance 
entitled root will be per-
formed as a dress rehearsal on 
october 17, followed by a full 
performance the next day.

the dance will be performed 
by six artists who practise dif-
ferent art forms ranging from 
classical dance, folk dance, 

Lakhon Khol, Yike, Lakhon 
bassac, and circus dances. 
they will express their rela-
tionship with their own art 
and reflect on their roots.

root is choreographed by 
Nget rady, a 32-year-old con-
temporary dancer and a staff at 
royal University of Fine Arts. 

He decided to take part in 
the cultural Season to give 
traditional artists a chance to 
showcase their new work to the 
public. 

the show will combine var-
ious art forms into one piece 
of contemporary dance.  

rady says: “At the beginning 
of the performance, we will in-
troduce our audience to get to 
know our artists, who all come 
from various backgrounds. 
the introduction will hint at 
the progress of the story. We’ll 
also provide a glimpse of what 
goes on backstage as well.”

Since the artists have ex-
tensive experience in per-
formance, it only took us 
between 15 and 20 days to 
rehearse. We also offered pay-
ment for the artists during the 
rehearsal period.”

Encouraging inclusivity
In November, the cultural 

Season will present an eye-
opening show called Arts and 
Environment which is a work 
of newly composed traditional 
music that reflects on the im-
portance of the relationship be-
tween nature, the environment, 
and people’s livelihoods.

Ly Vanthan, a musician from 
the NGo Phare Ponleu Selpak, 
helped compose new tradi-
tional music with 12 artists 
from different generations, 
backgrounds and locations.

“to create this perfor-
mance, it’s convenient and 
quick to compose new music 
or melodies for me. but the 
elder musicians need time to 
adapt to the new ideas pre-
sented by newly composed 
traditional music. they 
struggled to remember the 
melody and how to play it.

“Arts and Environment won’t 
include lyrics. rather it uses 
melody and the sound of mu-
sic to focus on mood,” he says.

the cultural Season can 
also give young and experi-
enced artists alike an oppor-

tunity to create new works 
of art, according to choeun 
Socheata, a communication 
and outreach coordinator for 
the programme.

“It’s not only about promot-
ing Khmer arts but also en-
courages a discussion on the 
theme Expressing identity: 
Them and/or Us.

“We want the event to be 
inclusive for everyone, in-
cluding minorities, the LGbt 
community and practitioners 
of different religions.

“Most of the performances 
in this event, such as the con-
temporary dances, the newly 
composed spoken theatre 
and ethnic minority perfor-
mances are connected and 
carry an educational message 
about racism or discrimina-
tion,” Socheata says. 

Since the event is taking 
place during a pandemic, 
safety measures approved by 
the ministries of Health, and 
culture and Fine Arts will be 
strictly implemented at the 
cLA theatre at the National 
Museum, including social 
distancing, hand hygiene and 
temperature checks.

“I hope that more people 
will join this event. Khmer arts 
nowadays are not promoted 
enough. Youths especially are 
encouraged to join to gain an 
insight into the Khmer arts.

“the performances don’t 
directly tell the audience 
[how to think] as the artists 
just provide a bit of spectacle 
to evoke audiences’ critical 
thinking,” she says.  

the public can attend both 
the dress rehearsals and the 
full performances during the 
cultural Season.

Dress rehearsal tickets cost 
6,000 riel ($1.50) and a pass to 
all dress rehearsal shows costs 
30,000 riel. For full performanc-
es, a ticket to one show costs 
15,000 riel while a pass to all 
shows costs 75,000 riel.

tickets are available at cLA 
theatre at the National Museum 
or by telephone at 098584542, 
093485898 or 012835462. 

More information about the 
schedule of performances can 
be found in the cultural Sea-
son 2020 brochure which can 
be downloaded from www.
cambodianlivingarts.org or 
cLA’s Facebook page.

Performances highlighting the cultures and heritage of minorities are scheduled through November 22 at the National Museum. hong menea

Contemporary dancing is celebrated alongside traditional performances. hong menea The Culutral Season helps ensure the survival of traditional music and cultures. hong menea



Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Deemed worthy of
  6 Electric car maker
 11 It may cause you to trip
 14 Oft-quoted saying
 15 Trojan beauty
 16 Diamonds, slangily
 17 Common salon employee
 19 Wine-tasting amount
 20 “Mountain” or “rocket” finish
 21 Tire-pressure letters
 22 Also
 23 Tire- puncturing strip
 27 Part of a pie chart
 29 Lilly of pharmaceuticals
 30 Womb mate
 32 Totally trash
 33 Creations of 17-Across
 34 Brownish tint
 36 Interrogation room account
 39 Immature newts
 41 The five in this puzzle
 43 Skinny numerals
 44 Came by dishonestly
 46 Home run, in baseball lingo
 48 Square dance invitee
 49 Swampy bogs

 51 Church section
 52 Choler
 53 Halloween treats
 56 Some stores don’t give them
 58 Start for “carte” or “king”
 59 “New” homophone
 60 It may be Persian
 61 “Radio Free Europe” band
 62 Sales department tool
 68 Opposite of “post-”
 69 Cobwebby area of the home
 70 Downy duck
 71 Abbrs. on city maps
 72 Unkempt and run-down
 73 English-exam element, often
DOWN
  1 Pep-rally cry
  2 Toothpaste-certifying org.
  3 “___-Pan” (Clavell novel)
  4 Creature with long, graceful 

plumes
  5 Abandons
  6 “Love ___ neighbor ...”
  7 Sniggler’s quarry
  8 Loses one’s footing
  9 Like the chosen evil
 10 One of the Leeward Islands

 11 Eavesdropping
 12 Twig used in grafting
 13 Railroad terminal
 18 Cement finisher’s tool
 23 Surrenders, as land
 24 Among the clouds
 25 What a roster contains
 26 Small songbird
 28 Venus de ___
 31 Passover’s month
 35 Oil from flower petals
 37 Facial growth
 38 Small land masses
 40 Malamute’s tow
 42 River in Maryland or Shropshire
 45 Baffling problems
 47 Asylum seeker
 50 Many run races to get here
 53 Complains chronically
 54 On one’s toes
 55 Top-shelf accommodations
 57 Aptly named fruits
 63 Shoebox top
 64 Dangerous to drive on
 65 Cards at the door
 66 Manatee’s home
 67 Make an effort

“SOMETHING TO-DO” 

Monday’s solution

Monday’s solution
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Lifestyle

A 
private infinity pool, 
gourmet meals – 
and two tempera-
ture checks a day. 

Welcome to five-star quar-
antine in thailand, where 
well-heeled tourists can live 
in luxury while obeying some 
of the world’s strictest anti-
coronavirus measures.

After barring visitors for six 
months, the tourism-reliant 
country is reopening to a 
small number of holidaymak-
ers, with the first batch arriv-
ing in Phuket, a popular resort 
island, in the coming weeks.

but before enjoying the 
beaches, the 300 tourists from 
china and Scandinavia will 
have to complete 14 days of 
compulsory quarantine, in-
cluding two coronavirus tests, 
overseen by a “war room” of 
doctors and security guards.

“It will be comfortable but I 
am afraid I might be anxious 
because of the confinement,” 
said Jean-François, a French 
retiree living in Sweden who 
hopes to escape the winter in 
the kingdom.

“I do wonder if thailand 
is doing a bit too much,” he 
said. 

At the Senses resort over-
looking Phuket’s Patong bay, 16 
villas have been specially pre-
pared for quarantine guests.

the villas, which are up to 
220sqm were redesigned, get-
ting rid of cushioned surfaces 
to make disinfecting easier, 
while cctV security cameras 
have been installed at the en-
trances.

employees have also re-
ceived training at a hospital 

in how to spot infections, 
and given personal protective 
equipment to deliver room-
service meals. 

‘Not much profit’
“We won’t make much 

profit from these special cli-
ents because of the expenses 
involved,” says hotel owner 
Suppachoke Laongphet. 

but “we had to find other 
sources of income to support 
our staff and the local econo-
my”.

His resort is one of nine 
properties in Phuket – mostly 
luxury hotels – with govern-
ment approval for quarantin-
ing guests. 

Upmarket quarantine does 
not come cheap: confine-
ment at the Senses runs to a 
hefty $5,300, or $18,700 for a 
family of four. If the Phuket 
model proves successful, the 
government will attempt to 
replicate it in the rest of the 
country.

once visitors finish quar-
antine, they can stay and 
travel freely for three to nine 
months on a special visa cre-
ated to revive tourism.

expectations for a record 40 
million visitors this year were 
dashed after the coronavi-
rus put global travel on hold, 
sending thailand’s economy 
into free-fall. 

border closures in April 
meant an immediate freeze to 
the incomes of millions of thais 
working in the sector – with 
knock-on effects on the service 
and restaurant industries.

before the pandemic, tour-
ism generated 93 per cent of 

Phuket’s income. today, near-
ly all hotels and more than 70 
per cent of the island’s busi-
nesses are shuttered, officials 
say. 

but thailand has emerged 
relatively unscathed from the 
virus with just 59 deaths, and 
authorities are hoping travel-
lers can be lured back despite 
having to abide by strict – and 
costly – quarantine measures. 

Police on call
the number of visitors un-

der the new visa scheme will 
likely be limited – “just those 
with the means and who wish 
to stay several months in our 
country”, says Kongsak Khoo-
pongsakorn, president of 
the thai Hotel Association’s 
southern chapter.

but a tourism revival – how-
ever small – is sorely needed, 
he says.

“this is not what will sus-
tainably improve the econ-
omy of the country but it al-
lows us to be patient.”

At the Senses resort, visi-
tors will wake up to a view 
of the island’s lush sloping 
mountains and can swim laps 
in each villa’s infinity pool.

but attempting to leave 
the room could bring police 
at a guest’s door within 15 
minutes, said thanchanok 
Pramkull, the hotel’s deputy 
commercial director, while an 
infected guest can be taken to 
hospital within half-an-hour.

completing quarantine 
does not ensure unfettered 
freedom – thai premier Pr-
ayut chan-o-cha has said 
visitors’ whereabouts will 
continue to be tracked via 
mobile phone apps.

but the strict rules have not 
deterred interest. About 20 
people from India and eu-
rope have already contacted 
the hotel since it got approval 
for the programme.

“It is effectively a gilded 
cage,” says a 50-year-old 
Danish visitor planning a stay 
at the Senses, who declined 
to be named. 

“but it’s worth it. After the 
quarantine we will be able 
to enjoy beautiful sunsets in 
one of the safest places in the 
world for covid.” AFP 

Villas at the Senses Resort on Patong beach in Phuket have been transformed into five-star quarantine 
rooms to welcome tourists back to the region. AFP

Vijitt Resort in Phuket is another of the nine properties approved by the 
Thai government to be repurposed as qurantine facilities. AFP

Qurantine gets luxury 
treatment in thailand
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Nadal breezes at French, thiem escapes 
t

WeLVe-time champion 
rafael Nadal breezed 
into his 14th roland 
Garros quarter-final on 

Sunday as Dominic thiem sur-
vived an epic five-setter and 
Alexander Zverev stunned the 
coronavirus-affected tourna-
ment by admitting he played 
despite being sick and was 
struggling to breathe.

on a dramatic windswept and 
chilly day in the French capital, 
teenagers Jannik Sinner and Iga 
Swiatek created shockwaves by 
reaching their maiden Grand 
Slam quarter-finals.

Nadal beat US qualifier Se-
bastian Korda 6-1, 6-1, 6-2 to 
stay comfortably on course 
for a record-equalling 20th 
Grand Slam crown.

It was Nadal’s 97th win at 
the tournament against just 
two defeats since his title-
winning debut in 2005.

“It was a good performance 
and I am happy with that,” said 
Nadal who has now made his 
42nd quarter-final at a major.

He will next face Italy’s Sinner, 
19 and ranked 75, who defeated 
Zverev 6-3, 6-3, 4-6, 6-3 to be-
come the youngest men’s Grand 
Slam quarter-finalist since No-
vak Djokovic in Paris in 2006.

In a tournament turned up-
side down by the coronavirus, 
which meant a four-month 
delay and with a crowd capac-
ity of just 1,000 a day, Zverev 
admitted he had played de-
spite illness.

the German star, runner-
up to thiem at the US open, 
raised questions over wheth-
er he should even have been 
allowed to take to the court 
when he revealed he had 
been feeling ill since his win 
over Marco cecchinato in the 

previous round.
“I am completely sick after 

the match with cecchinato 
in the night. I can’t really 
breathe, as you can hear by 
my voice,” said Zverev.

‘I shouldn’t have played’ 
“I’m not in the best physical 

state. I shouldn’t have played.”
Zverev, 23, was up to date 

with his tournament-mandat-
ed covid-19 tests, the French 
tennis Federation (FFt) said 
in a statement. His last one 
was on September 29.

However, the FFt added 

that the German “did not 
consult the tournament doc-
tors before his match”.

Zverev’s previous corona-
virus test was negative. the 
result was received on Sep-
tember 30.

“today (Sunday) he re-
ceived a reminder for his next 
test, to be carried out within 
five days of the previous re-
sults,” the FFt added.

Sinner is first player to reach 
the last eight on his roland 
Garros debut since Nadal lift-
ed the trophy in 2005.

“today was very tough 

knowing that it’s going to be a 
long match but in the end I’m 
very happy about my perfor-
mance,” said Sinner.

third seed thiem, the run-
ner-up to Nadal for the last 
two years, was given a major 
scare by France’s Hugo Gaston, 
ranked at 239, who stunned 
2015 champion Stan Wawrinka 
in five sets in the third round.

thiem made the last eight 
for a fifth straight year but 
had to battle for a 6-4, 6-4, 
5-7, 3-6, 6-3 win and will now 
face Argentine 12th seed Di-
ego Schwartzman for a place 

in the semi-finals.
“He plays drop shots from 

another planet,” 27-year-old 
thiem said of Gaston, the last 
Frenchman in the draw. “I was 
lucky to make it through.”

World No54 Swiatek, 19, 
shocked top seed and title fa-
vourite Simona Halep 6-1, 6-2.

Swiatek fired 30 winners 
past 2018 champion Halep 
who failed to carve out a sin-
gle break point.

“I am surprised I could do 
this,” admitted Swiatek after 
ending the 17-match win-
ning streak of Halep, the over-

whelming favourite in the 
absence of 2019 champion 
Ashleigh barty and US open 
winner Naomi osaka and fol-
lowing the injury-enforced 
withdrawal of Serena Williams.

It was a stunning turn-
around for the Pole who won 
just one game against the ro-
manian at the same stage in 
Paris last year, swept off court 
in just 45 minutes.

Halep, who had arrived in 
Paris with claycourt titles 
from Prague and rome, ad-
mitted: “She played really 
well, it was her match today.”

Qualifiers Martina trevisan 
of Italy, ranked at 159, and 
131st-ranked Nadia Podoroska 
of Argentina, made the quar-
ter-finals with wins over fifth 
seed Kiki bertens and barbora 
Krejcikova respectively.

trevisan, 26, put out bertens 
6-4, 6-4 and will now face 
Swiatek.

Podoroska, also making her 
main draw debut, defeated 
Krejcikova 2-6, 6-2, 6-3 and 
will next face third seed elina 
Svitolina of Ukraine.

the 23-year-old Podor-
oska, who was ranked at 255 
at the start of the season, has 
now won 42 matches across 
all tours in 2020 despite the 
truncated season.

Svitolina reached the 
quarter-finals for the third 
time with a 6-1, 6-3 win over 
France’s caroline Garcia.

Sunday’s shocks mean that 
only four seeds remain in the 
women’s draw – Svitolina, 
fourth-seeded Australian 
open champion Sofia Kenin, 
two-time Wimbledon winner 
Petra Kvitova, seeded at sev-
en, and tunisia’s ons Jabeur, 
the 30th seed. afp

brady throws five tDs as buccaneers rally, beat LA
toM brADY threw five touchdowns 
to five different receivers to lead the 
tampa bay buccaneers to a come-
from-behind 38-31 NFL win over the 
Los Angeles chargers on Sunday in 
tampa, Florida.

Six-time Super bowl champion brady 
passed for a total of 369 yards, with his 
favorite target being Mike evans, who 
caught seven passes for 122 yards and 
a touchdown for the buccaneers.

brady led the buccaneers back from 
a 17-point deficit after they gave up 24 

unanswered points in the first half.
“tom, he’s never behind in his mind. 

We can always make plays to win 
games,” coach bruce Arians said.

because of the global pandemic, 
which led to the postponement of 
two NFL Sunday games in week four, 
organizers allowed just 6,300 specta-
tors into raymond James Stadium.

ronald Jones led the rushing offense 
with 20 carries for 111 yards.

“How can you not believe in him? 
He’s the greatest to ever do it,” receiv-

er Scotty Miller said. “We just go in 
there and follow his lead.”

chargers quarterback Justin Her-
bert completed 20 of 25 passes for 
290 yards and three touchdowns. 
Herbert also threw an interception.

brady connected with rookie run-
ning back Ke’Shawn Vaughn for a 
nine-yard touchdown pass to give 
tampa bay a 35-31 lead with just over 
11 minutes remaining. 

ryan Succop added a 26-yard field goal 
with 2:44 left before carlton Davis sealed 

the victory with an interception. 
“We’ve got to keep building on the 

confidence in one another because 
there’s nothing we’re doing out there 
that’s perfect,” brady said. “but 
we’re going to have to keep building 
on the good things and learn from 
the bad things.”

‘We got the win’ 
Also, cincinnati quarterback Joe 

burrow collected his first NFL vic-
tory as the host bengals toppled the 
Jacksonville Jaguars 33-25 at Paul 
brown Stadium.

First overall draft pick burrow made 
NFL history, becoming the first rook-
ie quarterback to throw for at least 
300 yards in three straight games. 

burrow hit on 25 of 36 passes for 
300 yards against the Jags, with one 
touchdown and one interception. He 
compiled 316 yards at the cleveland 
browns in week two, and 312 yards at 
Philadelphia in week three. 

“We got the win, that’s all I care about,” 
burrow said. “I can throw for seven or 
500 yards – it doesn’t matter to me.”

elsewhere, Josh Allen passed for 288 
yards and two touchdowns and ran for 
another as the buffalo bills remained 
unbeaten by handing the Las Vegas 
raiders their first home loss 30-23.

Allen completed 24 of 34 passes, 
Stefon Diggs caught six passes for 115 
yards, and Devin Singletary rushed 
for 55 yards and a touchdown for buf-
falo, who improved to 4-0.

Derek carr completed 32 of 44 
passes for 311 yards and two touch-

downs for Las Vegas. Darren Waller 
caught nine passes for 88 yards but 
also had a costly fumble. 

Josh Jacobs rushed for 48 yards on 
15 carries, and Daniel carlson kicked 
three field goals (54, 39 and 25 yards) 
for the raiders.

Also, Drew brees threw consecutive 
touchdowns to tre’Quan Smith as the 
New orleans Saints rallied on short 
rest to beat the Detroit Lions 35-29.

brees and Smith connected for two 
scores just 2:19 apart in the first half.

“everybody just persevered and we 
found a way to get a big win,” brees said.

the game was briefly in doubt after 
Saints player Michael burton tested 
positive for covid-19 on Saturday night 
after the team arrived in Detroit.

Medical staff conducted another 
round of tests overnight Saturday. 
burton’s follow-up test came up neg-
ative, causing doctors to announce a 
“false positive” and clear the way for 
the game to go ahead.

“Just a lot of emotions going on 
because you never want to be a dis-
traction,” burton said. “they had to 
wake up other guys and test them.”

elsewhere, reigning league MVP 
Lamar Jackson ran for a 50-yard touch-
down and threw for two scores in a 
bounce-back performance by the bal-
timore ravens, who beat the Washing-
ton Football team 31-17.

Philip rivers passed for 190 yards 
and a touchdown, and rodrigo 
blankenship kicked four field goals 
as the Indianapolis colts handed the 
chicago bears their first loss. afp

Rafael Nadal celebrates as he breezed into his 14th Roland Garros quarter-final on Sunday. afp

Tom Brady threw five touchdowns to five different receivers to lead the Tampa Bay Buccaneers to a come-from-behind win. afp
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Liverpool 
collapse to 
concede seven 
at Aston Villa
JUrGeN Klopp admit-

ted his surprise at Liver-
pool’s stunning collapse 
to lose 7-2 at Aston Villa 

on Sunday.
ollie Watkins scored a first-

half hat-trick as the reds be-
came the first reigning eng-
lish champions to concede 
seven goals in a league match 
since 1953.

“It was unexpected but 
it happened tonight,” said 
Klopp. “We put all our rub-
bish things and mistakes in 
one game and hopefully we 
can start again.”

Liverpool’s high line was torn 
apart by Villa’s counter-attack, 
while the absence of goalkeep-
er Alisson becker to injury and 
Sadio Mane due to a positive 
coronavirus test was notable.

the reds were not beaten 
until their 28th league game 
in romping to the title last 
season and had won their 
opening three games of the 
new campaign.

Alisson’s absence made a 
telling impact after just four 
minutes to get Villa in front as 
Adrian’s poor pass was seized 
upon by Jack Grealish, who 
squared for Watkins to score 

his first Premier League goal.
“the first goal had an im-

pact, but it shouldn’t,” added 
Klopp. “Adrian made a mis-
take but we conceded goals 
like this in the past. We lost 
the plot then.”

Despite a two-week layoff 
until they play again, Klopp 
has little time to make cor-
rections on the training field 
with most of his squad away 
on international duty.

on their return, Liverpool 
travel to top-of-the-table 
everton, who will be looking 
to win a Merseyside derby for 
the first time in a decade.

“I would love to have a train-
ing session tomorrow and 
tuesday and to talk about it, 
but the boys go back off to in-
ternational duty,” said Klopp. 
“Hopefully they come back 
healthy and we use the two 
days to prepare for everton.”

‘Wow’ 
Grealish was again the cre-

ator for Watkins’ second with 
a long ball down the side of 
the Liverpool defence and the 
former brentford striker cut 
inside before blasting into the 
top corner.

Mohamed Salah seemed to 
have got the visitors a foot-
hold back in the match when 
he slammed home on his 
trusty left-foot.

but Villa quickly restored 
their two-goal cushion when 
John McGinn’s effort from the 
edge of the area deflected in 
off Virgil van Dijk.

Liverpool’s high line was 
being caught out even from 
set plays as six minutes before 
the break trezeguet broke 
the offside trap to cross for 
Watkins to become the first 

player in a decade to score a 
hat-trick against Liverpool.

“When Jurgen Klopp says 
‘wow’ you know you’ve done 
something right,” said Villa 
boss Dean Smith. “the lads 
were superb, they executed 
the game plan perfectly. We 
were at our best today.”

Fortune favoured Villa’s desire 
not to just sit on their lead after 
the break as ross barkley’s long-
range effort looped over the 
helpless Adrian to make it 5-1.

Salah remained razor sharp 
in front of goal to move one 

away from 100 for Liverpool 
with a brilliant finish from 
roberto Firmino’s pass.

Klopp moved midfielder 
Firmino into his back four 
early in the second-half, but 
it did nothing to stem the 
flow of Villa attacks cutting 
through his defence.

Grealish completed a hat-
trick of deflected goals when 
his shot hit Fabinho to wrong-
foot Adrian again.

Watkins missed two huge 
chances to score his fourth as 
Adrian saved a one-on-one 

before he hit the crossbar.
Grealish, though, was 

more clinical when he raced 
through to round off a re-
markable victory.

Villa stayed up by a single 
point on the final day of last 
season, but they have now 
won their opening three 
games of the new league cam-
paign to move up to second.

“We won’t get complacent 
but we’ll enjoy tonight be-
cause results like that don’t 
come around too often,” add-
ed Smith. afp

relentless butler propels Heat to game 3 win over LA
tHe Miami Heat, fueled by a 40-point 
triple-double from Jimmy butler, 
clawed their way back into the NbA 
Finals with a 115-104 victory over the 
Los Angeles Lakers on Sunday.

the under-manned, under-sized, 
underdog Heat turned the tables on 
the Western conference champions 
in the NbA’s quarantine bubble in 
orlando, cutting the deficit in the 
best-of-seven championship series 
to two games to one.

“I think we realized that we belong,” 
butler said. “they can be beat, as long 
as we do what we’re supposed to do.”

butler scored 40 points, pulled 
down 11 rebounds and handed out 
13 assists to power a Heat team miss-
ing injured bam Adebayo and Goran 
Dragic for the second straight game.

the injuries to Adebayo and Drag-
ic were a huge blow to the eastern 
conference fifth-seeded Heat’s hopes 
of pulling off a title upset, but Miami, 
with butler leading the way, declined 
to back down.

Superstar Lebron James led the 
Lakers with 25 points, 10 rebounds 
and eight assists.

but it was a tough night for Antho-
ny Davis, who was in foul trouble 
early and finished with 15 points and 
just five rebounds in the defeat.

An 8-0 scoring run capped by rajon 
rondo’s driving layup saw the Lakers take 
a 91-89 lead with 8:56 left in the game.

the Heat responded with an 8-0 
run of their own launched by butler’s 
fadeaway jumper under pressure in 
the paint.

After James was whistled for traveling, 
butler cut through the Lakers defense 
and fired a pass to Kelly olynyk on the 
perimeter for a three-pointer and the 
Heat were on their way.

“they continued to make shots,” 
James said. “We had some turnovers, 
we didn’t make shots. they came out 
and executed after we took the lead.

“Jimmy had his hand in all those 

plays, pretty much,” added James, 
who said butler was “phenomenal.”

‘Big-time’ Butler 
“He did everything that they need-

ed him to do tonight and he came 
through big-time in a big-time game,” 
James said.

butler added two blocks and two 
steals as he did a stellar job defending 
James, but said individual numbers 
are meaningless at this stage.

“Win,” he said of his total focus in 
game three, a mission no doubt sharp-

ened by the knowledge that no NbA 
team has rallied from an 0-3 deficit to 
win a best-of-seven playoff series.

“I don’t care about the triple-dou-
ble, I don’t care about none of that, I 
really don’t. I want to win. We did that, 
I’m happy with the outcome.”

rookie sensation tyler Herro and 
reserve Kendrick Nunn added 17 
points apiece for the Heat. Duncan 
robinson scored 13 and Jae crowder 
chipped in 12 for Miami.

With their backs against the wall 
and plenty of pundits predicting a 
Lakers sweep, the Heat surged out of 
the gate and led by as many as 13 in 
an impressive first quarter.

In the face of stifling defense, Dav-
is had four turnovers and didn’t get a 
shot off in the first period while col-
lecting two personal fouls.

James also turned the ball over four 
times as 10 Lakers turnovers led to 11 
Heat points.

“You just can’t turn the ball over 
against this team,” said James, who 
finished with eight of the Lakers’ 20 
turnovers on the night. “And I take 
full responsibility for that.”

Despite their sloppiness, the Lakers 
trailed by just three after the first 
quarter.

Markieff Morris drained a three-
pointer to knot the score less than a 
minute into the second period. Dav-
is’s first points of the night, a three-

pointer off an assist from rondo put 
the Lakers up 32-30, and rondo 
found Davis for an alley-oop dunk 
that made it 34-33.

It looked like the Lakers were poised 
to mount the kind of comeback they 
put together in game one, when they 
surged back from a 13-point first 
quarter deficit to win by 18.

but the Heat kept the pressure on. 
butler scored 11 points in the second 
quarter, Davis picked up his third 
personal foul and the Heat took a 
58-54 lead into halftime.

Miami opened the third quarter on 
a 10-0 scoring run, and less than two 
minutes into the third Davis was 
whistled for his fourth foul.

“the foul trouble made him a little 
passive,” James said of Davis. “He 
wanted to be on the floor but he 
couldn’t be his aggressive self offen-
sively and defensively.

“So I think the fouls slowed him 
down a lot tonight.”

Game four is on tuesday, and Sun-
day’s victory ensures a game five on 
Friday and increases the chances that 
either Adebayo, nursing a neck and 
shoulder injury, or Dragic, who has a 
torn left plantar fascia, could return 
before the series ends.

“We’re not concerned,” James said. 
“We know we can play a lot better. We 
have another opportunity to take a 
commanding lead on tuesday.” afp

Aston Villa crushed Liverpool as the Reds became the first reigning English champions to concede seven goals in a league match since 1953. afp 

Jimmy  Butler (left) scored 40 points, pulled down 11 rebounds and dished out 13 
assists to power the Heat past LA in game 3 of the NBA finals. getty images/afp


	01
	02
	03
	04
	05
	06
	07
	08
	09
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16

