
wednesday,  october  7,  2020 4000 rIeL

Is
su

e 
N

u
M

Be
R 

35
15

Intelligent . In-depth . Independent www.phnompenhpost.com

Ministry: Chikungunya, 
Covid still under control

THE PHNOM PENH POST 

National  
Inside     page 4

Nutrilatt giveN 
oNe moNth to 
settle with pareNts
natIonal – page 3

groups apply for 
exports of fresh 
maNgoes to ChiNa
busIness – page 6

Ceasefire urged 
as KarabaKh 
fightiNg rages
world – page 9

Voun Dara

THE Wildlife Conservation 
Society (WCS) revealed on 
Tuesday the discovery of over 
20,000 endangered black-
shanked douc langurs and 
about 1,200 endangered yel-
low-cheeked crested gibbons 
in Cambodia, mostly in Mon-
dulkiri province’s Keo Seima 
Wildlife Sanctuary.

The findings were the cul-
mination of a 10-year investi-
gation which started in 2010.

WCS country director Ken 
Serey Rotha told The Post on 
Tuesday that the investiga-
tion was carried out in col-
laboration with the Ministry 
of Environment. 

“There are about 20,000 
black-shanked douc langurs 
and 1,200 yellow-cheeked 
crested gibbons that observ-
ers found on high trees in 
dense and semi-dense old-
growth forests in Cambodia, 
especially in the Keo Seima 
Wildlife Sanctuary, which is 
an important shelter for 
them,” he said.

The monkeys can often be 
found jumping from tree to 
tree in the early morning 
and they are typically very 
vocal between 5am and 7am. 
Their voices can sometimes 
be heard from between 1km 
and 2km away. Their diet 
includes fruits, leaves, flow-

ers and insects, he said.
Ministry of Environment 

secretary of state and spokes-
man Neth Pheaktra said a 
press conference will be held 
in the near future to present 
research about rare wild ani-
mals and biodiversity in the 
Kingdom.

Pheaktra led a group of 
ministry delegates, reporters 
and Keo Seima Wildlife Sanc-
tuary managers on a trip to 
Mondulkiri to teach about 
the country’s REDD+ (reduce 
emissions from deforestation 
and forest degradation) 
project from October 3-5.

During the trip, he said the 
sanctuary not only has old-
growth forests with carbon 
credits to sell, but it’s also an 
important protected area for 
biodiversity conservation. 

“At the international level, 
the Keo Seima Wildlife Sanc-
tuary is important for the con-
servation of Asian elephants, 
yellow-cheeked crested gib-
bons, black-shanked douc 
langurs, carnivores, many 
types of birds and 75 types of 
plants that are on the red list 
of the International Union for 
Conservation of Nature 
(IUCN),” he said. 

The black-shanked douc 
langur and yellow-cheeked 
crested gibbon shelters in the
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Niem Chheng

T
HE Secretariat of the Nation-
al Committee for Maritime 
Security (NCMS) has reaf-
firmed its commitment to 

cooperating closely with all interna-
tional partners to enhance the capa-
bilities of the Tactical Command 
Headquarters (TCH).

The commitment was made 
in an official statement to clari-

fy the recent dismantling of the 
TCH, located at the Ream Naval 
Base in Preah Sihanouk province, 
which was repaired by the US. 
The TCH is slated to be relocated 
about 30km away to Koh Preap.

“The NCMS Secretariat is strongly 
committed to keeping and promot-
ing close cooperation with all inter-
national partners with transparency 
and respect of mutual interests.

“The NCMS warmly welcomes the 

participation of various internation-
al partners to enhance future opera-
tional capabilities of the TCH,” it said.

The NCMS clarified that the re-
location of the TCH to Koh Preab 
was chosen because the pre-
vious facility had limitations.

It said the old location had no 
docking facilities and limited po-
tential to expand infrastructure. 
It also presented difficulties for 
non-military personnel to work 

in this particular restricted area.
The NCMS said as a national in-

stitution, the TCH requires an in-
dependent location which can fa-
cilitate and enhance its operations, 
interventions, and rescue efforts.

The TCH needed to develop 
its capacity through infrastruc-
ture and operational effective-
ness and that could not have been 
achieved at its previous location.

The TCH was temporarily set up 

within Ream Naval Base in 2010, 
the NCMS said. It is an operational 
unit responsible for implement-
ing multi-agency law enforcement.

Under a military programme 
in cooperation with internation-
al partners, the US and Austra-
lia provided support with small-
scale infrastructure and training.

But these TCH operations have

Naval base relocation explained

‘Endangered’ 
monkeys found 
in Mondulkiri

CHINA, Russia and two dozen 
other countries called on the 
US and Western countries to 
end the use of unilateral sanc-
tions, which they said make it 
harder to deal with Covid-19.

In a statement read by Chi-
nese envoy Zhang Jun at the 
UN, they accused the US of 
violating human rights, sys-
tematic racial discrimination 
and hindering development 
in countries it places eco-
nomic sanctions on.

The countries statement 
said: “The response to and 
recovery from Covid-19 
requires global solidarity and 
international cooperation.

“However, we continue to wit-
ness the application of unilat-
eral coercive measures, which 
are contrary to the purposes 
and principles of the UN Char-
ter and International Law.

“We seize this opportunity to 
call for the complete and imme-
diate lifting of unilateral coercive 

measures, to ensure the full, 
effective and efficient response 
of all members of the interna-
tional community to Covid-19.”

The statement was signed by 
China, Russia, North Korea, 
Iran, Nicaragua, Venezuela 
and other countries against 
which the US has placed pun-
ishing sanctions.

It was made to the UN Gen-
eral Assembly’s third committee, 
which focuses on human rights 
and humanitarian affairs.

In the past four years, Wash-
ington and the EU have acceler-
ated their use of sanctions to 
punish countries for various 
behaviours – from Russia’s inva-
sion of Crimea to North Korea’s 
and Iran’s nuclear programmes, 
to misrule and rights abuses by 
the leader of Venezuela.

The sanctions can try to lock 
the countries or their entities 
out of the global, dollar-based 
trade system, and seize assets 
in certain jurisdictions. AFP

China leads call for end to US sanctions

armed to the teeth
a total of 75 military vehicles donated by China are distributed to 32 units of the royal Cambodian armed Forces (rCaF) on tuesday. 
the 75 vehicles include 55 military vehicles and 20 operational vehicles to be used for training . HUN MANET FACEBOOK PAGE sTORY > 5
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Mom Kunthear

tHe Phnom Penh Municipal 
Hall is moving ahead to recruit 
hundreds of replacement 
rubbish collection workers, 
hire new workers and obtain 
70 new trucks. However, it is 
still asking the striking work-
ers to return to their jobs.

Phnom Penh Municipal 
Hall spokesman Met Meas 
Pheakdey told The Post on 
tuesday that the administra-
tion is gradually recruiting new 
rubbish collectors, but he could 
not confirm the number.

“this recruitment is flexible 

according to the situation in 
dealing with the striking work-
ers. As of now, we are unsure as 
to how many workers we need 
to recruit. While recruiting new 
workers, the municipal hall is 
also monitoring cintri (cam-
bodia) Ltd workers who are on 
strike,” Meas Pheakdey said.

He said the number of new 
workers depends on the need, 
but the municipal hall must 
ensure the cleanliness of the 
city as a priority.

“We cannot continue to allow 
people to take rubbish as a hos-
tage to pay for illegal demands. 
the Phnom Penh municipal 
administration has tried to ex-
plain all aspects of the problem, 
including the labour law, to the 
workers who are demanding 
inappropriate conditions.

“the situation is not con-
ducive to waiting further. re-
cruiting new labour options 
must be enforced to imple-
ment change and clean up the 
city,” Meas Pheakdey said.

He also called on workers 
who are on strike to wake up 
and stop their illegal activities.

the municipal hall is pre-
paring hundreds of workers 
with about 70 vehicles to col-
lect garbage in the capital as a 
temporary measure.

“the mechanism we need 
to solve the long-term waste 
problem is also nearing com-
pletion, which means that we 
have selected three compa-
nies to operate our garbage 
collection operations. We will 
divulge the details and make 
a public announcement once 
we choose the company.” 
Meas Pheakdey said.

tourism Federation secre-
tary-general Mi Phan said on 
tuesday that the workers were 
still gathering in front of cin-
tri, accompanied by music. 
He said there’s no solution yet 

and further negotiations have 
not yet taken place.

Phnom Penh Municipal De-
partment of Labour and Voca-
tional training director chuon 
Vuthy said on tuesday that 
based on meetings over the past 
three days, there is no solution.

“the company did not fire any 
workers, but the workers them-
selves refused to go to work. We 
went to meet and explain this to 
them, but they refused to listen 
to us,” Vuthy said.

Lawyer Ly chantola told 
The Post on tuesday that if 
you look at the labour law, 
there are two principles.

the first is that in the case of 
workers on strike, employers 
are prohibited from recruit-
ing new employees to replace 
the strikers. but the law also 
states that in special cases, 
where the company provides 
services that are defined as 
fundamental, they must pro-
vide a minimum service.

He said a company that 
provides services regularly is 
allowed to recruit new work-
ers to replace striking ones.

“What the Phnom Penh 
Municipal Hall is doing is in 
line with the provisions of the 
1997 Labour Law,” he said.

roughly 2,000 of cintri’s 
rubbish collectors have been 
protesting since october 2, 
asking the company to ad-
dress five issues, including 
seniority pay, compensation, 
compensation for prior notice 
in advance, last month salary 
and remaining annual leave.

However, on tuesday Phnom 
Penh municipal governor 
Khuong Sreng sent a message 
to the striking workers that the 
Ministry of Labour has already 
explained they still get new 
job opportunities when a new 
company is chosen to start gar-
bage collection operations.

Continued from page 1

Andong Kraleng community of 
o’raing district’s Sen Mono-
rom commune have attracted 
tourists, especially foreigners.

Last year, 450 tourists visited 
the community through an eco-
tourism plan named Jahoo Gib-
bon camps and spent about 
$17,000 during their stay.

Pheaktra encouraged related 
authorities, including forest rang-
ers, partnership organisations, 
and citizens to join hands to pro-
tect and conserve rare animals.

He also urged parties to prevent 
offences related to deforestation 
and illegal forest encroachment. 
these activities destroy wild ani-
mal shelters and the region’s  
biodiversity, he said.

“Safeguarding our forests not 
only protects the ecosystem but 
allows us to sell carbon credits. We 
can take the money to enhance 
the conservation and develop-
ment of local communities.

“It can also protect all types 
of animals and provide income 
by embracing nature tourism,” 
Pheaktra said.

Monkeys 
could lure 
tourism

NA passes 
draft law on 
State assets
Soth Koemsoeun 

t
He National Assembly 
(NA) on tuesday ended 
discussions and ap-
proved a draft law on 

the control, use and manage-
ment of State assets that it plans 
to send to the Senate for review.

Its spokesman Leng 
Peng Long said the law will 
strengthen good governance 
in controlling State assets.

Peng Long said the NA had 
continued the 5th session of 
the 6th legislature on october 
6 to discuss and approve the 
main draft laws serving the 
sectors of the economy, trade 
and international cooperation.

“the NA ended [this] dis-
cussion and approved 11 
agenda points. We are also 
preparing the main laws to be 
sent to the Senate for review, 
especially [this] draft law on 
the control, use and manage-
ment of State assets,” he said.

Peng Long said the law will 
help manage finances effi-
ciently and sustainably, in-
cluding public resources, the 
national budget and national 
economic growth.

Licadho monitoring man-
ager Am Sam Ath said he sup-
ported the law and expects it 
will work in managing assets.

Licadho, the cambodian 
League for the Promotion and 
Defense of Human rights, sup-
ported this law to strengthen 
legal frameworks, institutional 
infrastructures and enhance 
the capacity of relevant insti-
tutions in controlling State as-
sets, Sam Ath said.

“In the past, we have ob-
served that control of State 
assets hasn’t gotten better and 
there are still many problems. 
but regarding this law, I expect 
it might be defined clearly 
what State assets are and how 
they are managed, used and 
controlled,” he said.

He said the law is a pat-
tern or a principle to be im-
plemented. but it is not yet 
known to what degree this 
law will be implemented.

A press release from the of-
fice of the council of Ministers 
at the July 3 plenary meeting of 
the cabinet said the draft law 
was prepared based on Article 
58 of cambodia’s 1993 consti-
tution, stipulating that State 
property comprises land, min-
eral resources, mountains, sea, 
underwater, continental shelf, 
coastline, airspace, islands, 
rivers, canals, streams, lakes, 
forests, natural resources, eco-

nomic and cultural centres, 
bases for national defence and 
other facilities determined as 
State property.

the draft law was prepared 
to strengthen legal frame-
works and institutional in-
frastructures, and enhance 
the capacity of institutions 
in controlling State property 
such as determining types 
of State property, managing 
State property clearly and spe-
cifically, preparing inventories 
of State property, transferring 
ownership rights, conserva-
tion, development, use of 
State property, inspection and 

auditing, encouragement and 
sanctioning of lawbreakers. 

the press release said the draft 
law is a response to the needs of 
the government in strengthen-
ing good governance, increas-
ing effectiveness, transparency, 
efficiency and accountability of 
controlling, using and manag-
ing State property.

control of public finance is 
for the best interests of the na-
tion and the people in achiev-
ing the vision of 2030. It will 
turn cambodia into a country 
of upper-middle incomes and 
high incomes in 2050, accord-
ing to the release.

city Hall now hiring new 
waste collection workers

Rubbish piles up in Boeung Trabek commune. heng chivoan

The National Assembly passed a draft law on the use and management of State assets. national assembly



Continued from page 1

presented difficulties along with 
its success, which is why it had 
to be moved, the NCMS said.

It said the relocation was 
made after a study conducted 
in 2017. It also explained the 
reasons for the relocation to 
international partners, par-
ticularly the US, and has not 
received any official objec-
tion to the relocation plan.

“The new location on Koh 
Preab is favourable to address 
all of the aforementioned is-
sues. The NCMS Secretariat 
is constructing a new TCH, 
which is larger in scale, and 
will avoid any detrimental im-
pact on the support provided 
by its international partners.

“The new location will fa-
cilitate increased operational 
efficiency with its docking 
facilities, simplify liaison be-
tween relevant national in-
stitutions, provide freedom 
for further infrastructure 
expansion and promote co-
operation with international 
partners,” the NCMS said.

Over the past few days, a US-
based organisation and many 
foreign newspapers published 
a series of articles saying that 
Cambodia had dismantled 
the US-constructed build-
ing and that the expansion 
of the Ream port is underway 
with support from China. 

However, the demolition of 
the building and the expansion 
of the Ream port were planned 

earlier.  On June 1, Prime Min-
ister Hun Sen talked about the 
development of this port when 
he inspected development 
in Preah Sihanouk province. 

Hun Sen said: “The dockyard 
cannot be seen as a Chinese 
construction just because it 
is funded by China. Frankly 

speaking, we need Chinese fi-
nancing to build it. However, 
we would welcome funding 
from all interested parties.

“On access to Ream Naval 
Base, I wish to declare that 
we welcome ships from all 
countries including the US, 
France, Canada, India, UK, 

Japan, Australia, and not just 
from China, to make port 
calls or to participate in joint 
exercises with Cambodia.

“It is baseless to assert 
that Cambodia has given 
China 50 to 90 years of ex-
clusive rights to the base.”

Hun Sen said Cambodia 
welcomes all aid from vari-
ous countries including the 
US, France, Japan and Chi-
na to build the headquar-
ters and develop the port.

The port expansion, he said, 
came because Cambodia had 
difficulty taking in ships for 
repairs from Thailand and 
Vietnam.  When the port is 
built, it will have a facility 
for repairs that is open to all.

He said even if Cambo-
dia received financing from 
China to develop the port, it 
will not allow a foreign army 
to use it as the military base 
in the country because it con-
travenes the Constitution.

Voun Dara

SIEM Reap provincial author-
ities are removing all illegal 
constructions that encroach 
on public roads, streams, ca-
nals and rivers as it constructs 
38 roads in the province.

More than 2,000 buildings 
are affected, but there hasn’t 
been a single protest. 

Siem Reap provincial deputy 
governor Ly Samrith told The 
Post on Tuesday that the own-
ers were given  10 days – Sep-
tember 23 to October 2 – to re-
move the obstructions, which 
is now almost complete. 

The remaining construc-
tions, he said, belonged to 
those who were unable to 
dismantle them within the 
deadline. “The owners have 
already contracted compa-
nies to remove them, but they 
have yet to arrive,” he said.

Samrith said all 100 per cent 
of those whose buildings are 
affected by the plan cooper-
ated with the authorities.

He said house fences and 
awnings were convenient to re-
move and less time-consuming. 
While houses were more diffi-
cult as it was time-consuming. 

“In maybe one to two more 
days, we will calculate the re-
sult of all construction remov-
al. The number of affected 
structures was no more than 
2,000 and most were awnings 
and house fences,” he said.

Siem Reap provincial Ad-
hoc investigator Sous Narin, 

who observed the removal of 
the affected constructions, 
said on Tuesday that people 
volunteered to remove them 
without protest. 

“We have not received any 
complaints regarding the re-
moval. People agreed to re-
move them by themselves after 
authorities went to observe. We 
did not see protests or opposi-
tion from anyone,” he said.

Narin said there is no com-
pensation policy. 

Siem Reap provincial gov-
ernor Tea Seiha thanked the 
people for their cooperation.

“Even though we lack build-
ers now, our people put in the 
effort to allow for the devel-
opment of roads in Siem Reap 
so it will become a beautiful 
town with a fresh environ-
ment to welcome national 
and international tourists 
post-Covid-19,” he said.

Seiha led delegates to visit 34 
roads in Preah Sihanouk on Oc-
tober 4 as an example of what 
can be achieved in Siem Reap.

The decision to establish 
and improve 38 roads in the 
province was announced by 
Minister of National Defence 
Tea Banh. 

Prime Minister Hun Sen 
said he will release $150 mil-
lion in funding to develop the 
roads as quickly as possible. 
The 38 road construction 
projects are scheduled to be 
officially kicked off by Prime 
Minister Hun Sen on Novem-
ber 16.

Owners remove illegal 
constructions in Siem 
Reap without protest

Nutrilatt given one month to 
settle dispute with parents

Preah Sihanouk 
labourers held for 
alleged robberies

Voun Dara

A
FTER discussions on 
Monday and Tuesday 
between represen-
tatives of Nutrilatt, 

an importer of milk powder 
products, and parents of chil-
dren affected through the use 
of its product, the Ministry of 
Commerce’s General Depart-
ment of Consumer Protec-
tion, Competition and Fraud 
Prevention gave the two par-
ties one month to settle the 
matter out of court.

Department director-gen-
eral Phan Oun told The Post 
on Tuesday that families filing 
complaints against Nutrilatt 
had increased from 16 to 24.

“We are giving them time to 
tackle this, while the solution 
by a prosecutor is the next 
step. We gave the company 
one month to build a report to 
check and give compensation 
to those parents. They may 
solve it like that,” he said.

Parents using six batch types 
(487, 488, 536, 537, 538, 539) 
of Nutrilatt’s milk powder re-
ported that it gave their babies 
anaemia and iron deficiencies.

They then filed complaints 
with the Ministry of Health, 
and the Ministry of Com-
merce’s General Department 
of Consumer Protection, 
Competition and Fraud Pre-
vention in July and August.

After receiving the news 
on August 26, the General 
Department showed the re-

sults of the analysis of the six 
batches of milk powder.

Analysis performed by in-
dependent and internation-
ally accredited laboratory 
Eurofins Food Testing Singa-
pore Pte Ltd showed that the 
iron levels in the milk powder 
were lower than that stated by 
the company and lower than 
what the Codex International 
Standard stipulates.

Liv Samnang, who pur-
chased the milk powder, con-
firmed to The Post on Tuesday 
that the General Department 

had given the company one 
month to fix the issue by 
compensating parents.

Samnang said parents are 
asking for reimbursement 
to purchase milk as well as 
payment to treat their chil-
dren in the future.

“The illnesses caused by a 
lack of iron and zinc deficien-
cies due to this powder will 
affect kids when they grow up 
[15-18-years-old] too.

“We, therefore, ask for com-
pensation for this treatment. 
We also ask for [help paying 

for] our children’s education  
as it also affects their brains,” 
she said.

Nutrilatt released a letter on 
September 16, apologising to 
the public, ministers, leaders 
of the General Department 
and parents of babies who 
were affected through con-
sumption of its milk powder.

The company claimed to be 
a victim and blamed its lack 
of production techniques and 
quality control. The company 
said it is facing a great loss as 
a result.

Kim Sarom

PREAH Sihanouk provincial 
military police detained 15 
suspects earlier this week 
for threatening and robbing 
people of their belongings.

The prosecutor at the Court 
of First Instance is still ques-
tioning the detainees on 
Tuesday before sending them 
to the investigating judge.

Provincial Military Po-
lice judicial bureau chief 
Chheng Vuthy said on Tues-
day that all the suspects are 
men aged between 23 and 51 
years, and were construc-
tion workers.

“The prosecutor started 
questioning the suspects on 
Monday but was not able to 
complete the job. The court 
then requested that they be 
allowed to stay at the military 
command for a night before 
continuing to question them 
on Tuesday morning.

“They are alleged to have 
threatened people before 
robbing them of their be-
longings,” he said.

Forces from Preah Si-
hanouk provincial Military 
Police detained them in Bit 
Traing commune, in Prey 
Nop district, on Sunday.

Vuthy said authorities re-
trieved an excavator, four 
motorbikes, a cutting ma-
chine, six knives, two cleav-
ers, 11 slingshots, two home-
made guns, a hammer, nine 
mobile phones, a battery, two 
caps and two carry bags.

Adhoc Preah Sihanouk 
provincial coordinator 
Cheap Sotheary said crimi-
nal offences in the province 
had increased noticeably.

She expressed appreciation 
for the efforts of the authori-
ties to tackle crime and said 
the arrests showed criminal 
offences had increased. Peo-
ple, she said, are concerned 
about their safety in line 
with the dramatic increase 
of foreigners and newcomers 
to the province.

“We are also concerned 
about the flow of foreigners 
and new people. There are 
both good and bad people. 
The authorities and the public 
have to cooperate to stop the 
offence and provide informa-
tion. The court system must 
also enhance its law enforce-
ment activities,” she said.

Officials inspect Nutrilatt powdered milk formula in Kratie province. The formula was found to have deficient 
levels of iron. ccf
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Kingdom committed to int’l cooperation

The new port at the Ream Naval Base will include a facility for repairs 
that is open to all. NcMS

www.phnompenhpost.com
checK The pOsT weBsiTe 
fOR BReaKiNg News
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Khouth Sophak Chakrya

tHe Preah Sihanouk Pro-
vincial Administration has 
warned that it will cut off 
clean water and electricity 
supply for five months to any 
person or entity that exca-
vates public roads without 
permission.

the warning was issued on 
Monday via an announce-
ment entitled Prohibition 
of excavation and clearing 
of public roads land, along 
boulevards, streets and sub-
streets in Preah Sihanouk 
province. 

Administrative officials in-
spected the roads and found 
that some residents, opera-
tors and related professional 
institutions excavated and 
cleared land considered to 
be State public roads without 
permission, causing some 
damage.

In the announcement, 
provincial governor Kouch 
chamroeun instructed the 
offending parties to apply to 
the provincial administra-
tion before excavating and 
clearing public land. When 
applications are received, 
professional officers perform 
technical inspections of the 
locations to avoid eventual 
damage.

“In case you do not follow 
the above instructions, the 

Preah Sihanouk Provincial 
Administration will suspend 
your water and electricity sup-
ply for five months,” he said.

He pointed to Article 77 of 
the Law on roads to remind 
all relevant parties to partici-
pate in the elimination of any 
unpermitted activities that 
can damage State property.

Article 77 states: “Any per-
son who performs any public 
works without the permission 
of the road management au-
thority and causes damage to 
the body of the road, the side-
walk, the curb or the remain-
ing land of the roadside must 
repair it to the original status.

“offending parties will be 
sentenced to two to five years 
in prison and fined four million 
riel ($977) to 10 million riel.”

Provincial hall spokesman 
Kheang Phearum confirmed 
to The Post on tuesday that 
from the date of the an-
nouncement, the provincial 
administration would begin 
implementing administrative 
measures against residents as 
well as operators and profes-
sional institutions that contin-
ue to excavate and clear public 
roads without permission.

“We hope that the people, 
operators and relevant pro-
fessional units will partici-
pate in implementing the 
content of this notice effec-
tively,” he said.

Illegal excavation of 
public roads to result 
in cut of water, power  

Ministry: chikungunya and 
covid remain under control
Long Kimmarita

H
eALtH officials said on tues-
day that cambodia has taken 
control of the chikungunya 
outbreak in the country and 

that imported covid-19 cases had been 
effectively treated with no further cas-
es recorded in the Kingdom.

they mentioned that there have been 
no covid-19 outbreaks within cambo-
dia’s borders.

Ministry spokesperson or Vandine 
said the prevention of epidemics, in-
cluding covid-19 and chikungunya, was 
due to the cooperation of health officials 
and authorities across the country.

She said they have done their best to as-
sist in health screening and contact trac-
ing as well as to develop measures to pre-
vent the spread of disease in cambodia.

Kandal Provincial Department of 
Health director Kuy bunthoeun told The 
Post on tuesday that the outbreak of 
chikungunya in Lvea em and Kien Svay 
districts and others was mild and there 
were almost no more patients left.

“Now, there are no more cases because 
we have advised people when they have 
symptoms, they should go to receive 
treatment at a health centre,” he said.

the disease is similar to dengue fe-
ver. It can’t be stopped, only contained, 
bunthoeun said.

oddar Meanchey provincial Depart-
ment of Health director Khlok Huot 
told The Post on tuesday that the situ-
ation in the province had improved. 
Workers had continued to apply the 
anti-dengue larvicide Abate in at-risk 
areas and spray mosquito repellent.

“It is declining in my province, with only 
about 10 cases per month. I believe that 
in other provinces, there may be a similar 
decrease because at the moment it cannot 
go higher as we have deployed anti-den-
gue larvicide everywhere that is suspected 
of having chikungunya,” Huot said.

on September 27, the ministry said 
since the first outbreak of chikungunya in 
banteay Meanchey province’s Poipet town 
in July, nearly 6,000 people have been sus-
pected to have the disease in 21 provinces 
and Phnom Penh. the ministry said 94 per 
cent of patients had been cured.

As of the start of october, 280 cases 
of covid-19 had been detected. of that 
number 276 patients had been cured 
and four remained hospitalised, said 
the ministry’s daily report.

It also said on tuesday that another 
covid-19 patient had been cured and 
discharged from the hospital after test-
ing negative twice.

the patient was a 28-year-old chinese 
national who had travelled to cambodia 
from the Philippines via South Korea on 
September 27. the ministry did not re-
port any new covid cases since then.

Chikungunya patients in Kandal’s province’s Lvea Em district last month. Officials said there 
were almost no more patients left in Lvea Em and Kien Svay districts . Kandal Provincial Hall

Minister: Avoid fake news 
Orm Bunthoeurn

MINISter of Information 
Khieu Kanharith said some peo-
ple had been spreading false 
narratives under the guise of 
reporting news. In his Facebook 
post on Monday, Kanharith 
(pictured) said these actions 
affected the honour and dignity 
of professional reporters.

He said small and medium-
sized enterprises had com-
plained about unprofessional 
reporters asking for money. If 
the enterprises refused to give 
them money, they spread fake 
news saying that the enterpris-
es had secretly sold illegal 
goods, which affected their 
businesses.

Kanharith’s Facebook post 
said: “Disorganised activities 
of unprofessional reporters 
refer to reporters who have no 
articles to be published. 
[these] reporters only have a 
small camera and mobile 
phone to broadcast on social 
media platforms. they have no 
regular agenda, but regularly 
ask for money.”

citing enterprise owners, 
he said those unprofes-
sional reporters had 
spread news without 
understanding commer-
cial laws and standard 
procedures.

“I hope that all report-
ers will try to avoid 
professional 
misconduct 
and join 
hands to 
deal with 
imposter 
reporters 

for the sake of the dignity of 
professional reporters in cam-
bodia,” Kanharith said.

chhaya Neath, the editor-in-
chief of cPc News, said accord-
ing to practical observations 
and reports from citizens, this 
phenomenon is affecting the 
professions of real reporters.

 “When citizens, business-
people or civil servants keep 
saying that reporters have 
become extortionists, it is 
really unacceptable.

“[I] hope that the Minister of 
Information will implement 
measures against these unpro-
fessional and unethical report-
ers to uphold the value of pro-
fessions dealing with 
information” he said.

club of cambodian Journal-
ists (ccJ) president Pen bona 
told The Post on tuesday that 
currently, many individuals are 
disguising themselves as 
reporters to commit unethical 
acts which damage the reputa-
tion of professional reporters. 

“there are a great many such 
individuals. Some are Facebook 

users who present 
themselves as 

reporters. Some 
others join 
hands to set up 
a group to go to 

a place to earn 
money. 

“they do other 
activities, say-

ing that 
t h e y 

are reporters. but what they do 
does not reflect professional 
reporting ... their only interest is 
to serve themselves,” he said.

bona said the public had 
mistaken the activities of 
imposters for those of real 
accredited reporters. 

Hence, the Ministry of Infor-
mation, he said, should take 
measures to distinguish occu-
pational reporters from report-
ers who just present them-
selves as such.

Information and broadcast-
ing director-general Phos 
Sovann told The Post on tues-
day that the ministry would 
not remain silent on the mat-
ter. It will lay out some meas-
ures to strengthen the imple-
mentation of the press law.

Spreading information in an 
unprofessional and incorrect 
manner and causing incite-
ment is detrimental to the 
interests of small and medi-
um-sized enterprises.

“We have laid out two main 
measures. the first is to set up 
legal standards to eliminate 
fake news. the other is to 
establish an educational 
mechanism and strengthen 
the implementation of the law 
on reporters,” he said.

Sovann said his ministry had 
cooperated with other ministries 
and institutions to strengthen 
the implementation of the law 
for local reporters who spread 
false news, incite violence and 
cause chaos in society.

the same applied to news 
websites not registered at 

the ministry and a small 
number of foreign newspa-
pers based abroad.



National
5THE PHNOM PENH POST  october  7, 2020  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

Soth Koemsoeun

PoLIce inspected more than 
1.5 million lorries so far this 
year to enforce weight restric-
tions, preserve roads, and re-
duce traffic accidents.

A total of 415,917, or about 
one third of them, were found 
to be overloaded.

the owners of the over-
loaded lorries were made to 
sign contracts agreeing to stop 
overloading their lorries, a re-
port from the Ministry of Pub-
lic Works and transport said.

At an october 5 meeting to 
deal with such vehicles, the 
ministry’s secretary of state 
Seng chhuon encouraged all 
officials to come up with a 
strategy to get overloaded ve-
hicles off the roads.

He said the objectives that 
need to be carried out include 
improvements at some weigh 
stations. “I have instructed 
weigh station officials to work 
effectively and cooperate with 
relevant partners,” he said.

the Department of Public 
Works and transport head in 
battambang province, chan 
Sambo, said on tuesday that 
the ministry’s mobile work-
ing group cooperated with 
the department and local au-
thorities to inspect vehicles 
on National road 57, where 
11 overloaded lorries were 
impounded.

He said his group had in-
spected 51 vehicles carrying 

cement, stone, sand, iron and 
other goods and impounded 
the 11 of them for carrying 
goods weighing between sev-
en and 19 tonnes.

“I call on all companies, 
enterprises and owners of 
transport lorries to adhere to 
mandatory limits to preserve 
national roads and reduce 
traffic accidents,” Sambo 
said.

AIP Foundation country 
director Kim Pagn supported 
the move. but he urged the 
ministry to call company rep-
resentatives to a meeting to 
resolve the problem and pro-

duce recommendations on 
transporting goods.

“overloaded lorries carry 
the most risk in causing traf-
fic accidents involving other 
road users. If we just instruct 
a company, it won’t follow. We 
must revoke the licenses of 
the transport companies as a 
warning to others,” he said.

Pagn said police should also 
seize trucks so companies and 
drivers will learn a lesson.

“they [the drivers] will be 
afraid that the law is being 
enforced and they will no 
longer commit the offence,” 
he said.

Ministry acts against some 
416,000 overloaded lorries

Military vehicles from 
china given to rcAF
Orm Bunthoeurn

H
UN Manet, the dep-
uty commander-in-
chief of the royal 
cambodian Armed 

Forces (rcAF) and command-
er of the army’s infantry, dis-
tributed 75 vehicles donated by 
the People’s republic of china 
to 32 units of the rcAF.

Manet presented the vehi-
cles on tuesday to Lieutenant 
General Mao Sophan, deputy 
commander of the royal cam-
bodian Army and commander 
of brigade No70, which re-
ceived 25 military vehicles.

Ministry of National De-
fence spokesman chhum 

Socheat said the 75 vehicles 
include 55 military vehicles 
and 20 operational vehicles 
to be used for training. 

Socheat said the vehicles 
are grants from the People’s 
republic of china within the 
framework of cooperation 
between the two countries’ 
Ministries of Defence. 

He said that through bilat-
eral and multilateral coop-
eration with countries in the 
region and the world, cam-
bodia has always received a 
lot of support – material and 
financial – from partner coun-
tries, including the People’s 
republic of china which is a 
major donor to cambodia.

“the chinese military assis-
tance to the rcAF at this time 
shows the good friendship, rela-
tions and comprehensive stra-
tegic partnership between the 
two countries,” said Socheat.

Democratic Institute for 
Democracy president Pa 
chanroeun said on tuesday 
that in receiving support 
from a powerful country, es-
pecially military gifts, cam-
bodia must be smart.

“If we receive gifts from pow-
erful countries and refuse gifts 
from other powerful coun-
tries, it will cause disappoint-
ment. It can make cambodia 
look like it has a bias toward a 
particular country,” he said.

RCAF deputy commander-in-chief Hun Manet (third from right) at the handover ceremony. hun manet facebook page

Of the more than 1.5 million lorries inspected so far this year, a total of 
415,917 were found to be overloaded. public works ministry
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Business
Trading informaTion on Cambodia SeCuriTieS exChange

Auction Trading Method (ATM)

no SToCk CloSing PriCe oPening PriCe high low

1 ABC 17,340 17,380 17,380 17,200

2 GTI 3,450 3,450 3,450 3,450

3 PAS 13,900 13,980 14,000 12,600

4 PEPC 3,280 3,250 3,280 3,250

5 PPAP 11,680 11,680 11,680 11,680

6 PPSP 2,280 2,270 2,290 2,200

7 PWSA 6,080 6,020 6,080 6,000

Date: October 6, 2020

PPcbank to issue second round of bonds

South Korea chicken 
giant eyes Kingdom

May Kunmakara

South Korea-owned Phnom 
Penh commercial bank Plc 
(PPcbank) announced it will 
list a second bond offering on 
the cambodia Securities 
exchange (cSX) on thursday 
to raise another $10 million. 

the second listing comes 
more than five months after 
PPcbank’s first round was offi-
cially issued in late April. that 

effort also raised $10 million. 
cSX vice-chairman Jong 

Weon Ha told the Post PPcbank 
will issue a total of KHr 40 bil-
lion (approximately $10 mil-
lion) in bonds with a maturity 
of three years and a coupon 
rate of 6.5 per cent per year. 

He said all bonds were fully 
subscribed on September 21 and 
the bank will list these bonds on 
the cSX on october 9.

“I think it is very normal that 

a securities-listed company 
raises funds from the capital 
market more than once. 

“With the success of the sec-
ond bond issuance, PPcb is 
proving the stock market is a 
rich source of funding that 
allows companies to raise 
additional capital several 
times to support the rapid 
development and expansion 
of their business, rather than 
waiting for their profits to 

expand the business, which 
may be slow,” he said. 

Han Kyung-tae, the manag-
ing director of Yuanta Securi-
ties (cambodia) Plc, the com-
pany managing PPcbank’s 
bond issuance project, said 
the first PPcbank listing in 
April – in the middle of the 
health crisis – was a great 
achievement for both the bank 
and the development of the 
Kingdom’s capital markets.

Mango mania in china deal
Thou Vireak

A
t LeASt 50 mango companies 
and communities have applied 
to the Ministry of Agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries to export 

fresh mangoes to china after cambodia 
was approved to export the fruits to the 
largest market in Asia in June. the agree-
ment called for 500,000 tonnes of man-
goes to be exported each year. 

Ke Monthivuth, the director of the 
ministry’s Department of Plant Protec-
tion and Phytosanitary office told The 
Post on tuesday that based on the agree-
ment, cambodian companies must reg-
ister their farms and packaging locations 
with the General Department of Agricul-
ture and they must be recognised by of-
ficials from the General Administration 
of customs of the People’s republic of 
china (GAcc). companies that don’t 
meet these guidelines cannot export 
their mangoes to china.

He added that cambodian companies 
must implement production protocols 
in accordance with Good Agricultural 
Practices and must use vapor heat treat-
ments or hot water treatments to steri-
lise their crops and exterminate pests.

Monthivuth said: “this requires the 
participation of both local and foreign 
investors in the construction of steam 
treatment plants and the hot water treat-
ment plants [for farmers] to sterilise their 
crops and exterminate pests,” he said.

He added that as of this September, 
the General Department of Agriculture 
has received applications for registration 
from mango plantations and packaging 
locations from a total of 45 community 
farming companies, plantation owners 
and farms. currently, 23 companies are 
building steam treatment facilities to ex-
terminate mango flies. 

In June this year, cambodia and china 
officially signed an agreement to allow 
for the export of 500,000 tonnes of fresh 
mangoes a year. the agreement was 
made in the hopes of boosting domestic 
agricultural exports to china.

Monthivuth said: “the General Depart-
ment of Agriculture has been striving to 

promote the implementation of activities 
to improve mango production lines for 
export to the chinese market through a 
workshop to disseminate phytosanitary 
requirements to all stakeholders.” 

chhun Daro, the administrative direc-
tor of a chinese-owned cam MJ Agri-
cultural Park, told the Post on tuesday 
that his company had not yet applied 
to export fresh mangoes to the chinese 
market because it was still in the process 
of installing machines to kill pests.

“We have not yet installed the ma-
chine, because the covid-19 problem 
has hampered the process. We are very 
interested in the fresh mango export 
market in china,” he said.

Daro said that his company has two facto-
ries, a mango jam processing factory built on 
100ha located in Kampong Speu province’s 
Kong Pisey district and a factory that plans 
to install a disinfection machine on 24ha in 
Kampong Speu’s Phnom Sruoch district.

Mao Sothea, the sales manager of 
Kirirom Food Product co Ltd, a mango 
processing factory, told The Post that her 
company is also interested in applying 
to the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry 

and Fisheries for fresh mango exports to 
the chinese market. the company has 
invested in about 600ha of mango plan-
tations in Kampong Speu province.

“I am also interested in exporting fresh 
mangoes to china. We have enough ca-
pacity to supply mangoes for this market, 
which is a good opportunity for us to ex-
pand to the chinese market,” she said.

the only company known to have ap-
plied for the mango exports to china is 
Hyundai Mao Legacy co Ltd. the com-
pany is awaiting confirmation from the 
General Administration of customs of 
the People’s republic of china.

Ngin chhay, the director-general of 
the General Department of Agriculture 
said Hyundai is the only company which 
currently has a steam treatment plant 
capable of cleaning and disinfecting be-
tween 30 and 40 tonnes of mangoes. 

According to ministry data, cambodia 
exported more than 62,920 tonnes of 
fresh mangoes in the first nine months of 
2020, an increase of 58 per cent year-on-
year. cambodia’s mangoes are exported 
to thailand, Vietnam, France, South Ko-
rea and Hong Kong.

Thou Vireak

SoUtH KoreAN-bASeD 
chicken meat distributor Ha-
rim corporation has expressed 
interest in investing in cambo-
dia to expand its business in the 
region, according to cambodi-
an Ambassador to South Korea 
Long Dimanche.

Dimanche said the compa-
ny is the top chicken distribu-
tor in Korea with 70 per cent 
market share, supplying an 
average of 650,000 chickens 
per day and 1.3 million per 
day in the summer.

“the company has in-
vested heavily in technology 
and keeping the quality of 
the meat fresh, and they will 
consider studying investment 
possibilities in cambodia. I 
requested they seek the op-
portunity to shelter an ani-
mal feed processing factory 
in cambodia for re-export 
supplying to farms in South 
Korea,” Dimanche said.

cambodia Livestock raisers 
Association director Srun Pov 
welcomed the Korean com-
pany’s interest in investing 
in cambodia. He said invest-
ment will bring many benefits 
to cambodia if the company 
invests in chicken farms for 
export to the Korean market.

“raising chickens is not very 
profitable because raising 
chickens for meat in our local 
market is in excess of demand, 
but if they invest in a chicken 
farm to produce and export to 
Korea, it will be a good thing to 
create job opportunities and a 
market for raw materials for 
animal feed production. We 
support it,” he said.

According to Pov, local market 
demand for chicken is between 

120,000 and 130,000 chickens on 
average per day, but the supply 
of chicken exceeds the demand.

other meat products are a 
different story. 

Agriculture, Forestry and 
Fisheries Minister Veng Sakhon 
said at an agricultural contract 
signing ceremony last week the 
Ministry of Agriculture is striv-
ing to encourage aquaculture 
farmers to seize opportunities 
for exports to china.

He said china is the larg-
est market for agricultural 
products, while china is also 
looking at meat imports from 
Asian countries.

“We will send a letter to the 
chinese government con-
firming cambodia’s ability 
to export beef to the chinese 
market,” he said.

According to ministry data, 
cambodians consumed 
290,000 tonnes of meat in 
2019, while the supply was 
only 240,000 tonnes. 

the ministry plans to boost 
meat production to 335,000 
tonnes by 2030 to fill short-
ages and reduce imports. of 
total meat production, chick-
en and duck accounted for 20 
per cent, beef  27 per cent and 
pork 57 per cent.

total meat production was 
45 million heads last year, an 
increase of 3.47 per cent com-
pared to 2018. of the total, 
2.77 million were cows, 2.18 
million were pigs and 40.39 
million were chickens.

the ministry plans to in-
crease livestock production by 
three per cent per year from 
240,000 tonnes in 2019 to 
270,000 tonnes by 2023, and 
the proportion of commercial 
livestock farms will increase 
by 30 per cent by 2023. 

Korea’s Harim Corporation has expressed interest in expanding its 
business in Cambodia to serve the region. afp

At least 50 companies have applied to export fresh mangoes to China after Cambodia was ap-
proved to enter the largest market in Asia in June. heng chivoan

USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,105 1.3259 6.7908 105.59 4.1535 1.3600 31.20 0.7152 1.1780 1.2979
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to make a foray into the fast-grow-
ing South Korean console market, 
currently dominated by Japanese 
products -- Sony’s PlayStation and 
Nintendo’s Switch -- Microsoft has 
partnered with local telecommuni-
cations operator SK telecom to pro-
mote its Xbox consoles.

Last month, Microsoft and SKt 
together launched Xbox Game Pass 
Ultimate in Korea, a video game sub-
scription service modelled after Net-
flix. by using SKt’s 5G networks, the 
subscription service supports cloud 
gaming, allowing gamers to enjoy 
more than 100 Xbox games with their 
Android smartphones or tablets for a 
monthly fee of 16,700 won ($14.40).

“It might seem that SKt is simply 
acting as the retailer and distribu-
tor of Xbox games, but it’s SKt, not 
Microsoft, that will actually be run-
ning the subscription service. SKt 
will be in charge of marketing, the 
subscription process and customer 
service,” an SKt official said.

SKt will split the profits from the 
subscription service with Microsoft 
and game developers, adding a new 
business model to its decade-old 
conventional mobile carrier service.

SKt is aiming for 1 million sub-
scribers by 2023.

the collaboration with SKt is ex-
pected to help Microsoft promote 
Xbox consoles to Korean gamers 
more familiar with the PlayStation 
and Switch. For users who do not have 
Xbox consoles, SKt and Microsoft also 
offer the Xbox All Access subscription 
service, a two-year installment plan 
that provides an Xbox console bun-
dled with Xbox Game Pass Ultimate 

for a monthly fee of 29,900 won.
According to the Korea creative 

content Agency, the Korean console 
market saw rapid growth in 2018, 
increasing to 528.5 billion won from 
373.4 billion won a year earlier.

However, only 9.3 per cent of Ko-
rean console users owned an Xbox 
360 console, while 41 per cent had 
a Switch console and 37.8 per cent 
had a PlayStation 4.

Hoping to increase its market 
share, SKt suggested an extensive 
translation of Xbox games upon be-
ginning discussions with Microsoft.

“Korean console users are unfamil-
iar with Xbox games, so the transla-
tion will make the games friendlier. 
SKt will negotiate Korean translation 
of Xbox games with Microsoft and 
game developers when introducing 
them in Korea,” the SKt official said.

Last year, fewer than 500 Xbox 
games supported Korean language. 
As of october, the figure has spiked to 
approximately 800 games, and more 
are on the way, according to an indus-
try source familiar with the matter.

However, it remains to be seen 
whether the current 5G infrastructure 
is sufficient to enable the success of 
the subscription service. SKt said last 
month that it would first focus on pro-
viding 5G network access to business 
customers, and would share the cost 
of rolling out 5G infrastructure.

“though SKt’s 5G networks lack 
nationwide coverage, the Xbox 
subscription service is a long-term 
business that SKt aims to operate 
throughout the next few years,” the 
SKt official said. THE KOREA HERALD/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

SK firm, Microsoft create 
‘Netflix of video games’

Naga profits up amid covid
May Kunmakara

H
oNG KoNG-LISteD ca-
sino operator and devel-
oper Nagacorp, the par-
ent company of Phnom 

Penh-based casino NagaWorld, re-
ported profit and revenue were up 
despite a covid-19 slowdown.

According to the company’s financial 
report, profit in the first six months of 
the year was $20.6 million while Gross 
Gaming revenue (GGr) for the first 
half of 2020 was $372 million. 

“We achieved this result despite 
only three months of gaming busi-
ness operations due to the covid-19 
pandemic,” chairman timothy Pat-
rick McNally said.

McNally said: “While our first-quarter 
financial results were relatively stable 
and we fully anticipated a successful 
second quarter, covid-19 caused us to 
cease all gaming operations on April 1. 

“that lasted until the cambodian 
government authorized us to re-
open gaming operations on  July 8. 
today we continue to operate the 
largest integrated leisure and gam-
ing entertainment destination in 
the Mekong region.” 

According to the report, during 
the first half of 2020, business vol-
ume and GGr declined, mainly due 
to the temporary closure of casino 
operations in the second quarter.

“this was partially mitigated by 
our monopoly position in the city of 
Phnom Penh where there is a visible 
increase in wealth and a sizable ex-
patriate community – primarily chi-
nese. Despite softer tourist arrivals 
during the first half of 2020 visita-
tion to NagaWorld was still relatively 
good before the temporary closure 
of casino operations,” he said.

Prime Minister Hun Sen ordered 
the temporary closure of all ca-
sino operations in the Kingdom in 
March. He lifted the ban on July 3, 
but gambling tables had to be situ-
ated at least 1m apart. Group gam-
bling games were prohibited.

According to Naga’report, during the 
first half of 2020, non-gaming revenue 
declined primarily due to the tempo-
rary closure of casino operations in the 
second quarter, and the tightening of 
travel policies in cambodia and other 
regional countries, which led to lower 
occupancy rates and foot traffic. 

Nagacorp reported the company is 
expecting Naga 3 will compliment the 
existing facilities of Naga 1 and Naga 2, 
with a quality standard set to rival that of 
the integrated resorts located in Macau.  

Naga 3 is expected to be com-
pleted by 2025. the combined Na-
gaWorld complex will have about 

5,000 hotel rooms, 1,300 gaming 
tables and 4,500 electronic gaming 
machines and other non-gaming at-
tractions. It is expected to be one of 
the largest integrated entertainment 
complexes in the world. 

“the company believes the launch 
of Naga 3 is not only timely, but the 
answer to meet future demand and 
continue the group’s journey of earn-
ings growth, especially after the recent 
successful ramping up of Naga 2. 

the National Assembly opened the 
5th Plenary Session of the 6th Legisla-
ture on Monday and approved a draft 
law concerning the management of 
the gambling business.  

the Law on trade Gambling is 
supposed to help maintain political 
stability, promote security and build 
national economic infrastructure 
and facilitate a steady increase in 
investment in the casino sector.

According to the firm’s financial report, profit in the first six months of the year was $20.6 
million while Gross Gaming Revenue for the first half was $372 million. HENg cHIvOAN
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To ensure the highest 
safety measures are in 
place with the King-
dom’s schools care-

fully reopening, the Ministry 
of education Youth and sport 
(MoeYs) has prepared strategies 
based on two approaches.

reopening is being carried 
in three phases for educational 
institutions that meet the strict-
est health safety standards. 

Blended learning methods 
continue with a combination of 
in-class and distance learning 
through electronic platforms 
and self-study supported by 
supplementary worksheets and 
core textbooks as necessary.

Meanwhile, the Ministry of 
education on August 4 released 
the standard operating Proce-
dures (soPs) for the reopening 
of schools within the context of 
Covid-19, introducing overarch-
ing rules and regulations.

These include the health 
measures that all educational 
institutions need to follow for 
operationalising their teach-
ing and learning activities, as 
well as continuing to develop 
procedures to ensure sustainable 
safety standards for students, 
parents, teachers and all mem-
bers of staff within the context 
of Covid-19 and beyond. 

MoeYs strongly believes that 
department heads at the national, 
provincial, district and com-
mune levels, school management 
committee members at all levels, 
public and private related au-
thorities, parents, guardians and 
students should participate in 
realising the content of the soPs 
to achieve effective results. 

The soPs cover four aspects 
– the development of legal 
frameworks and mechanisms; 
the enhancement of the learning 
infrastructure and environment; 
stakeholder engagement; and 
reporting platforms. 

development of legal framework 
and mechanisms

Health committees with out-
lined roles and responsibilities 
shall be created and regularly 
strengthened at all educational 
institutions.

The integration and strength-
ening of health activities should 
be included in the internal 
regulations of each educational 
institution. 

enhancement of learning  
infrastructure and environment

The ministry’s soPs are de-
signed to maintain safety, order 
and security at all educational 
institutions, and to create a 
safer learning environment. 

All educational institutions 
must as a result apply the strict-
est anti-virus approaches in all 
buildings and garden areas, par-
ticularly in classrooms, libraries, 
laboratories, dining facilities 
and restrooms, before being 
allowed to reopen.

educational institutions must 
frequently sterilise the surfaces 
of all frequent contact points 
– including doors, desks and 
chairs, for example – and any-
thing else that can be touched.

Classroom seating must be 
at least two metres apart to 

ensure social distancing, while 
the number of students per class 
should be not more than 20-25. 
Communal events and social 
gatherings within educational 
institutions are prohibited. 

To further enhance health 
standards for learners, aca-
demic staff and other person-
nel, educational institutions 
need to establish a health room 
and appoint a teacher to be in 
charge of the health of students 
and staff.

Learners, academic staff and 
all other personnel shall be ad-
vised to provide information on 
their health and overseas travel 
history for monitoring and 
documentation purposes. 

Parents and guardians should 
also provide information on 
their health and travel history 
both within and outside the 
Kingdom, including meetings 
that could have potentially in-
volved the spread of Covid-19.

regular temperature checks 
shall be conducted on students, 

teaching staff and all other 
employees before they enter 
campus. should a temperature 
higher than 37.5C be found, that 
person will not be allowed to 
enter the educational institu-
tion and will be advised to seek 
treatment at a hospital or health 
clinic or to stay at home. 

students and all teaching 
staff should bring food prepared 
at home, while educational 
institutions shall temporarily 
suspend all breakfast, lunch and 
food programmes until further 
notice. The selling of food and 
snacks both on and off campus 
will also be prohibited.

regarding the supply of 
clean water and hygienic facili-
ties, all educational institutions 
shall check the capacity of 
the clean water provided for 
students and teaching staff, and 
encourage them to also bring 
clean water from home for 
personal consumption. 

educational institutions shall 
also check the capacity of the 

sterile fluids provided, such 
as alcohol and hand sanitiser, 
for the daily consumption of 
students, teachers and other 
members of staff.

restrooms must be regu-
larly cleaned and have proper 
running water and soap, while 
members of children’s and 
youth councils should be as-
signed to regularly monitor and 
upkeep high levels of sanitation.

As part of health education 
and safety, educational institu-
tions shall instruct all students, 
teaching staff and other person-
nel on the importance of social 
distancing, the sterilising of 
premises and other Covid-19 
prevention measures.

Trusted official sources of 
information regarding the 
Covid-19 situation shall be 
used, including those from the 
Cambodian Ministry of Health 
and Ministry of education, 
Youth and sport, as well as the 
World Health organization.

educational institutions 

have a duty to ensure students, 
teachers and other members 
of staff regularly comply with 
hygiene measures, including 
frequent hand washing with 
soap and water for at least 40 
seconds, especially before and 
after lessons, during breaks and 
before leaving for home.

students, teachers and all 
other members of staff shall be 
instructed to remain vigilant 
and to regularly use alcohol or 
hand sanitiser and always wear 
masks, both when on campus 
and while travelling.

stakeholder engagement
educational institutions shall 

strengthen their existing col-
laborations with the respective 
provincial office of education, 
sub-national administration, 
school support committee, civil 
society organisation, commu-
nity members, the parents and 
guardians of students, and 
other relevant stakeholders to 
collectively realise the respec-
tive roles and responsibilities in 
combating Covid-19 and other 
diseases.

reporting mechanisms
should the temperature of 

any student, teacher or other 
staff member be found to be 
higher than 37.5 C, that person 
will not be allowed to enter 
any educational institution and 
must contact the respective 
health authorities for appropri-
ate treatment. 

With the release of soPs 
covering four such important 
aspects and the introduc-
tion of overarching rules and 
regulations, MoeYs is ensuring 
that the most stringent safety 
measures are in place as schools 
across Cambodia reopen.

By outlining the health 
measures that all the Kingdom’s 
educational institutions need to 
follow as the world tackles an 
unprecedented pandemic, the 
Ministry of education continues 
to develop sustainable safety 
standards to protect teach-
ers, students and parents alike 
within the context of Covid-19 
and beyond. 

the sops for reopening educational 
institutions within covid-19 context

Minister of Education, Youth and Sport Dr Hang Chuon Naron visits a primary school.

Teachers conduct routine checks to ensure safety. Washing facilities are readily available at schools to maintain hygiene. A student wearing a face shield studies in class.

cambodia  
education
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world
Unconditional 
ceasefire urged 
as Karabakh 
fighting rages 

r
USSIA, the US and 
France called on 
Monday for Arme-
nia and Azerbaijan 

to agree an “unconditional 
ceasefire” after the neigh-
bours began shelling major 
cities in an escalation of their 
conflict over the disputed Na-
gorno-Karabakh region. 

Separatist forces in Kara-
bakh – an ethnic Armenian 
enclave that broke away from 
Azerbaijan in the 1990s – re-
ported firefights along the 
frontline and said the regional 
capital Stepanakert had again 
come under artillery fire.

Azerbaijan’s defence minis-
try said Armenian forces were 
shelling several towns, in-
cluding the country’s second-
largest city Ganja which was 
first hit on Sunday.

Increasing artillery fire on ur-
ban areas has raised concerns 
of mass civilian casualties in 
the conflict, which has already 
killed at least 260 people. 

Late on Monday, russia, the 
US and France -- co-chairs of 

a mediation group -- issued a 
fresh call for an “immediate 
and unconditional ceasefire,” 
hoping they would succeed in 
calming the fighting after pre-
vious statements failed to have 
an impact on the ground.

the three countries’ foreign 
ministers said in a joint state-
ment that the escalating con-
flict including attacks alleg-
edly targeting civilian centres 
“constitutes an unacceptable 
threat to the stability of the 
region”.

“the ministers call once 
again upon the conflicting 
parties to accept an immedi-
ate and unconditional cease-
fire,” the statement said.

Separately, russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin discussed 
the conflict and “serious casu-
alties” with Armenian Prime 
Minister Nikol Pashinyan and 
also called for an immediate 
ceasefire, the Kremlin said.

Neither Azerbaijan nor Arme-
nia, which supports the break-
away region, has shown any 
sign of backing down so far.

the Karabakh leadership 
said earlier in the day it had 
pulled back fighters in some 
areas of the frontline “for 
tactical purposes” after Azer-
baijan claimed separatist sol-
diers were fleeing their posts.

the clashes broke out on 
September 27, re-igniting a 
decades-old conflict between 
the ex-Soviet neighbours over 
Karabakh and threatening to 
draw in regional powers rus-
sia and turkey.

Azerbaijan and Armenia 
have ignored international 
calls for a ceasefire and a re-
turn to long-stalled negotia-
tions on the region.

More than 40 civilians have 
been reported killed on both 
sides.

the International commit-
tee of the red cross on Sun-
day condemned the reports 
of “indiscriminate shelling 
and other alleged unlawful 
attacks using explosive weap-
onry in cities, towns and oth-
er populated areas”.

A witness in Stepanakert 
said the city had come under 
intense artillery fire on Mon-
day morning but that shelling 
had eased by mid-day.

the streets were largely 
empty, the witness said, 
with many people taking 

shelter in basements.
convoys of residents have 

fled the city for Armenian ter-
ritory, with groups gathering 
in the border town of Goris 
hoping to find passage on to 
the capital Yerevan. 

In a fiery address to the na-
tion on Sunday, Azerbaijani 
President Ilham Aliyev set con-
ditions for a halt to the fighting.

He said Armenian forces 
“must leave our territories, 
not in words but in deeds,” 
provide a timetable for a full 
withdrawal, apologise to the 
Azerbaijani people and rec-
ognise the territorial integrity 
of Azerbaijan. AFP

Kyrgyzstan cancels election result after chaos
KYrGYZStAN’S electoral body said on 
tuesday it was cancelling the results of 
a disputed parliamentary vote that 
plunged the central Asian nation into 
violence and political chaos.

the ex-Soviet nation’s central elec-
toral commission said in a statement 
that it had “invalidated the election 
results” which saw parties close to pro-
russian President Sooronbay Jeenbe-
kov score big wins amid accusations of 
mass vote-buying campaigns.

the results sparked a tumultuous 
night of protests and clashes in the 
capital bishkek, with protesters seizing 
government buildings and freeing 
high-profile politicians including ex-
president Almazbek Atambayev.

the clashes left dozens injured, with 
more than 100 people seeking care in 
hospitals. 

A health ministry spokeswoman said 
on tuesday that one of the injured had 
died – a man wearing civilian clothes. 
the ministry had not yet identified the 
victim, she told reporters by telephone. 

the crisis – reminiscent of revolu-
tions that saw presidents toppled in 
2005 and 2010 – will be closely watched 
by russia, which maintains a military 
base in the landlocked republic of 6.5 
million, and neighbouring china.

Moscow’s embassy in bishkek on 
tuesday called for “a legal solution” to 
the crisis. “ensuring the safety of citi-
zens, internal stability should be a pri-
ority”, it added.

opposition politicians including a 
former prime minister and several 

party leaders said they had formed a 
“coordination council” to restore sta-
bility and “return to the rule of law”.

the council issued a statement criti-
cising Jeenbekov for failing to honour 
a promise to provide equal conditions 
for the parties competing in the vote. 

Jeenbekov’s office has insisted the 
situation in the country is under his 
control, while the president accused 
“several political forces” of attempting 
to seize power.

He said he had “suggested that the 
central election commission care-

fully investigate the violations and, if 
necessary, annul the election results” 
that sparked the unrest. 

Along with Atambayev – a bitter rival 
of Jeenbekov – two former prime min-
isters and two former lawmakers were 
released from jail, media reported. 

on tuesday morning, supporters of 
nationalist politician Sadyr Japarov – 
who was also freed by protesters – 
called for him to be made prime min-
ister or president at a gathering outside 
the building that houses Jeenbekov’s 
office and parliament.

Media reported that omurbek 
Suvanaliyev, whose party butun Kyr-
gyzstan scraped into parliament 
according to preliminary results, was 
appointed national security chief.

It was not clear who had appointed 
Suvanaliyev or what legal force the 
appointment had. 

A preliminary count of the election 
results showed two pro-presidency par-
ties, birimdik and Mekenim Kyrgyzstan, 
dominating the new parliament and 
three parties represented in the outgo-
ing parliament left out in the cold.

the peaceful demonstrations in 
bishkek turned violent after a column 
of protesters marched on the White 
House, home to parliament and the 
presidential administration.

Demonstrators later surrounded the 
building, eventually breaking in and later 
marching to the State National Security 
committee building where former presi-
dent Atambayev was jailed.

Footage on social media showed the 
64-year-old greeting supporters after he 
left jail, where he was serving an 11-year-
sentence for his role in the illegal release 
from jail of a mob boss.

Atambayev was once close with his 
successor Jeenbekov, but the pair fell 
out shortly after the 61-year-old won 
2017 presidential elections.

both men are viewed as loyal allies 
of russia, a destination for hundreds 
of thousands of Kyrgyz migrants, 
whose strategic position in the coun-
try is likely to remain unaffected 
despite the unrest. AFP

trump flies 
back to White 
House over 
cheering fans
AFter days of hush around 
the military hospital where he 
was being treated for covid-
19, US President Donald 
trump emerged to the clatter 
of helicopter rotor blades and 
the cries of supporters chant-
ing, “trump, trump, trump”.

Some had waited all day to 
see him and were hoping for 
another drive-by in his 
armoured limo, as he had done 
the day before.

Nevertheless, they were hap-
py when he boarded Marine 
one and flew off over the 
crowd gathered in front of Wal-
ter reed military hospital in 
bethesda, just outside Wash-
ington, Dc. 

Wearing their red “Make 
America Great Again” baseball 
caps, the fans of the real estate 
tycoon and reality tV star 
waited all day at the main 
entrance to the hospital, wav-
ing flags and singing the songs 
usually blared out at trump 
rallies – “Proud to be an Amer-
ican”, “born in the USA”, “Sweet 
Home Alabama”, “beat It” and 
“rocketman”.

the crowd was later moved 
on by police, regrouping on 
the other side of the wide road 
running past the hospital 
grounds, close to the group of 
journalists whom some of the 
trump fans had spent the day 
hurling insults at.

At the outset, there were 
around 20 people in the gath-
ering, which swelled to around 
100 in the middle of the after-
noon after trump announced 
on twitter that he would be 
leaving the hospital in the 
evening.

“I’m very happy, that is won-
derful news,” said a maskless 
Karen Sloan, 50, a resident of 
Washington holding a sign 
that read “Prayers for the pres-
ident, four more years”.

“that means that he was 
able to overcome that flu. He’s 
just made of iron. the first 
thing he should do at the White 
House is to give Melania a big 
kiss and get back to work,” she 
said.

A little further along, Sally 
Ashcroft, 72, wanted the pres-
ident to “go back to the cam-
paign trail”, which he had to 
abandon due to his illness, 
with just a month to go before 
the November 3 election.

Philadelphia resident 
rochon said the president 
“should prove now to the world 
that this covid-19 virus is not 
that lethal”, even though the 
president was the beneficiary 
of an experimental treatment 
not yet available to other 
Americans.

“We should go back to nor-
mal, we need to reopen the 
whole world. A lot of people 
are suffering, losing their job 
and their income” from the 
pandemic that has killed more 
than 210,000 people in the 
US,” she said. AFP

A serviceman of Karabakh’s Defence Army fires an artillery piece towards Azeri positions during the ongoing 
fighting over the breakaway Nagorno-Karabakh region on Sunday. AFP

Protesters attempt to break through the gates of the government headquarters during a 
rally against the results of a parliamentary vote in Bishkek on Monday. AFP
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ASEAN

tHe Indonesian government 
and House of representa-
tives on Monday passed the 
controversial omnibus bill on 
job creation into law, which 
is expected to bring a radi-
cal change in the country’s 
labour system and natural re-
sources management.

the final draft of the bill is 
905 pages long and amends 
79 prevailing laws, including 
the Labour Law, the Spatial 
Planning Law and environ-
mental Management Law. 

the Job creation Law, which 
is one of President Joko “Jokowi” 
Widodo’s key priorities in his 
second and final term, is ex-
pected to improve bureaucratic 
efficiency and cut red tape, 
particularly regarding business 
permits and investment. 

the government’s expecta-
tion has pushed the law to 
make significant adjustments 
to labour rules and business 
licensing processes, all of 
which have been criticised, 
as they are considered to in-

fringe on labour rights and 
put the environment at risk. 

Until the moment of its pas-
sage, the law met mounting 
resistance from labour unions 
and environmentalists as well 
as rejection from House factions 
of the Democratic Party and the 
Prosperous Justice Party (PKS). 

In a plenary session on 
Monday led by Deputy House 
Speaker Azis Syamsuddin of the 
Golkar Party, House Legislation 
body (baleg) chairman Suprat-
man Andi Agtas said the de-
liberation of the bill had taken 
place from April 20 to october 3, 
adding that lawmakers and the 
government had been holding 
meetings, even on weekends, 
to expedite the deliberation. 

“the deliberation was care-
ful enough until the end. All 
factions paid attention to 
workers’ rights in the decision-
making process,” the Gerindra 
Party politician said. 

the law is also seen as neces-
sary by the government since the 
country’s economy shrank 5.32 

per cent in the second quarter of 
this year, and is widely expected 
to record the first economic 
contraction since the 1998 Asian 
financial crisis this year. 

civil society organisations, 
grouped in a coalition calling 
itself the Indonesian People’s 
Faction (FrI), have voiced 
their disappointment, saying 
the state has turned a blind 
eye to popular opposition to 
the controversial bill, which 
the FrI believes only accom-
modates business interests. 

“We’ve [issued] a vote of no 
confidence. the people de-
mand an end to the delibera-
tion and a cancellation of the 
job creation bill. the govern-
ment and House have betrayed 
the people and the 1945 consti-
tution,” the coalition said in a 
written statement on Monday. 

As companies have fallen 
into financial difficulties dur-
ing the pandemic, the unions 
have expressed concerns that 
the law would make it easier 
for businesses to lay off work-

ers. Among the points that 
have been agreed is abolishing 
the sectoral minimum wage 
(UMSK) by only recognising 
the provincial minimum wage 
(UMP) and regency or munici-
pality minimum wages (UMK). 

According to the law’s Article 
88c, governors can set their re-
gion’s minimum wage at pro-
vincial and regency or city level 
in line with the area’s inflation 
and economic growth rate. 

the government and law-
makers have also agreed to low-
er maximum severance pay for 
laid-off workers and introduce 
a new unemployment fund 
(JKP), which effectively means 
the government will shoul-
der part of the company’s cost 
when they lay off their workers. 

According to the law, em-
ployers could pay a maxi-
mum of 19 times the monthly 
salary, and an additional six 
times the monthly salary will 
be paid by the government 
through the JKP scheme. THE 

JAKARTA POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK  

Indonesia passes contentious job bill 

M’sia PM quarantined 
after official gets covid

S’pore talks air travel bubbles

S
INGAPore will nego-
tiate Air travel bubbles 
with safe countries or 
regions – an arrange-

ment meant for general travel-
lers that do not require a con-
trolled itinerary, said transport 
Minister ong Ye Kung.

these two-way travel bub-
bles are different from re-
ciprocal green lane arrange-
ments meant for business 
and official travellers.

they come on top of other 
measures like unilaterally lift-
ing border restrictions, and 
are part of Singapore’s plans 
to revive its air hub – to wel-
come back visitors and bring 
back jobs, while doing so 
safely, ong said in his minis-
terial statement on tuesday.

the risks posed by Air travel 
bubbles can be further man-
aged by setting a quota on the 
number of daily travellers and 
ensuring everyone gets tested 
for covid-19, he said.

Singapore is looking to form 
these bubbles with safe coun-
tries and regions that have 
comprehensive public health 

surveillance systems, and low 
rates of covid-19 infection 
comparable to the republic’s.

travellers will have to apply 
for Air travel Passes before their 
journeys to allow Singapore to 
plan for their arrival and throttle 
down the numbers if the covid-
19 situation changes, ong said.

Hong Kong has announced 
its intention to establish such 
bubbles with several countries, 
including Singapore, he noted.

“We have responded posi-
tively. We hope to commence 
discussions with Hong Kong 
and other partners soon.”

the minister also set out 
the other steps that Singapore 
will take to open up its bor-
ders and revive air travel.

First, the country will con-
tinue to pursue reciprocal 
green lane arrangements. Such 
travellers will be tested before 
departing and on arrival to 
ensure they do not carry the 
virus, and also have controlled 
itineraries to minimise any risk 
of community spread.

So far, Singapore has con-
cluded such arrangements with 

brunei, china, Japan, Malaysia, 
and South Korea, noted ong.

It will also continue to fa-
cilitate transfers at the changi 
International Airport. About a 
quarter of the passenger vol-
ume at the airport are transfers.

Since June, about 27,000 
passengers transferred safely 
through Singapore, and there 
are now about 2,500 transfer 
passengers weekly.

“We expect the numbers to rise 
steadily ... We have put in place 
robust safeguards and no Singa-
porean has become ill as a result 
of these transfers,” he said.

third, he said Singapore should 
also be prepared to lift its border 
restrictions to countries and re-
gions that are deemed safe.

“Purely from an infection 
risk point of view, the risk of 
a traveller from these places 
carrying the virus when they 
arrive at changi airport is no 
higher than that of a Singapore 
resident coming from Jurong 
or Sembawang,” he said.

but as a precaution, these 
travellers will be tested for 
covid-19 to ensure they are 

free from the virus.
Singapore unilaterally 

opened its borders to travel-
lers from brunei and New 
Zealand last month, and 
more recently to those from 
Vietnam and Australia – ex-
cluding the State of Victoria.

While he does not expect to 
see large numbers of travel-
lers from those countries in 
the short term, ong said such 
unilateral openings are still 
meaningful because they act 
as a standing invitation.

“Although the other coun-
tries are not ready to lift their 
restrictions now, Singapore 
can be top of mind when they 
are ready eventually.”

He gave the example of brit-
ain, which currently allows Sin-
gaporeans to travel there uni-
laterally without quarantine.

As britain’s rate of covid-19 
infection remains quite high, 
Singapore still advises against 
Singaporeans going there, and 
is also not ready to allow trav-
ellers from there to come freely 
here, he noted. THE STRAITS TIMES 

(SINGAPORE)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

MALAYSIAN Prime Minister 
Muhyiddin Yassin will under-
go self-quarantine at home 
for 14 days after a cabinet 
minister tested positive for 
covid-19.

However, the prime minis-
ter assured the people that the 
situation will not disrupt the 
running of the government.

“I will continue to work 
from home and use video 
conferencing to attend im-
portant meetings that I am 
required to chair,” he said in a 
statement on Monday.

Muhyiddin had chaired a Spe-
cial cabinet Meeting on Satur-
day which was also attended by 
Minister in the Prime Minister’s 
Department (religious Affairs) 
Datuk Seri Dr Zulkifli Moham-
ad Al-bakri who tested positive 
for covid-19.

the minister confirmed 
this on his Facebook page on 
Monday.

this will be the second time 
that the prime minister will 
undergo self-quarantine, the 
first being in May after an of-
ficer present during a post-
cabinet meeting tested posi-
tive for the coronavirus.

Health director-general Dr 
Noor Hisham Abdullah con-
firmed that one of those at 
the meeting held at the Prime 
Minister’s Department was 
infected.

Muhyiddin said after the 

risk evaluation by the Health 
Ministry, those identified to 
be in close contact during 
the meeting were issued with 
a home surveillance order 
(HSo) for 14 days from Satur-
day and will wear the surveil-
lance bracelet.

“Members of the meeting 
who are not close contacts 
have been told to observe 
self-quarantine for 14 days 
from october 3 to 16 and con-
duct self-health monitoring 
at home for 14 days using the 
‘home assessment tool’ in the 
MySejahtera app,” he said.

the prime minister also 
noted that the Health Minis-
try conducted covid-19 tests 
on all the secretariat members 
of the meeting concerned.

As a precaution, Muhyid-
din said he had been taking 
covid-19 tests every fort-
nightly since April with all be-
ing negative.

“I have also been tested for 
covid-19 three times over the 
last three weeks, on Septem-
ber 22, 26, and 29, and the 
results were all negative,” he 
added.

Among those present in 
the meeting were Senior 
Minister Datuk Seri Ismail 
Sabri Yaakob, Works Minister 
Datuk Seri Fadillah Yusof and 
Health Minister Datuk Seri Dr 
Adham baba. THE STAR (MALAYSIA)/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Travellers walk with their luggage along the departure hall in a terminal of the Changi International Airport in Singapore. AfP

Malaysian Prime Minister Muhyiddin Yassin assured the people that the 
situation will not disrupt the running of the government. AfP
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Opinion

I
t HAS been eight months since 
the covid-19 pandemic hit the 
world hard. With the high preva-
lence and mortality rates, the 

disease has turned into more than a 
health crisis. the pandemic has even 
penetrated deep into relations be-
tween countries, affecting both politi-
cal and economic aspects. 

to meet domestic needs, many 
countries have acted selfishly, such 
as banning exports of medical equip-
ment and supplies. there are concerns 
this trend will hurt the principles of 
free trade. Some experts predict that 
because of the pandemic, the world 
will be trapped in the backflow of glo-
balisation – the rise of protectionist 
attitude in international trade. this 
act of betrayal to free trade has dis-
rupted world trade flows. 

the pandemic has triggered an eco-
nomic downturn in various countries. 
the repercussions of the economic dol-
drums moving from one country to an-
other is exacerbated when the produc-
tion of goods is increasingly connected 
in one global supply chain. china, the 
world’s second-largest economy and a 
major player in global supply chains, is 
also experiencing slow growth. 

but the economic slowdown and dis-
rupted world trade cannot be blamed 
solely on the pandemic. In fact, the 
prolonged trade tension between the 
US and china was the first to send 
shockwaves to the global economy. 

the impact of the US-china trade 
war, which began 2018, was immedi-
ately felt. According to the US census 
bureau, US imports from china were 
down by 16 per cent in 2019 com-
pared to the previous year. It was the 
biggest decline in the last 35 years. At 
the same time, total US imports from 
around the world fell only by two per 
cent. there has been a shift in the 
source of supply to the US. 

It is interesting that Vietnam and 
taiwan benefited the most from the 
shift. their exports to the US jumped 
by 36 per cent and 19 per cent, re-
spectively, last year. thailand and In-
dia also enjoyed a spike in exports to 
the US, albeit not significantly, at five 
per cent and 6.3 per cent each. 

How about Indonesia? the country’s 
exports to the US during the trade war 
fell by three per cent. 

the pandemic has made the US 
and other countries aware that de-
pendence on intermediate industrial 
goods from china is very risky for their 
economic resilience. Peter Navarro, 
economic adviser to the US president, 
suggested that the US move its pro-
duction base linked to global supply 
chains in order to reduce dependence 

on other countries (richard Fontain, 
Foreign Policy, April 17). It is in this 
context that the US has relocated its 
industry from china. 

So have Japan and Germany. Japan 
has allocated $2.2 billion in stimulus 
funds to help its companies relocate 
their production base from china to 
Southeast Asia. 

German news channel DW also re-
ported a quarter of German compa-
nies in china also planned to relocate 
the intermediary product industry to 
other countries. 

It is believed that the relocation of 
the industrial base from china by 
these three countries will change the 
structure of the global supply chain, 
which has been so far dominated by 
china. the Nomura research institute 
revealed that before the pandemic, 
between April 2018 and August 2019, 
at least 56 foreign companies had re-
located their factories from china. of 
that number, 26 moved to Vietnam, 
11 to taiwan, eight to thailand, three 
to India and two to Indonesia. 

clearly Indonesia, unlike its ASeAN 

neighbours, has yet to tap the oppor-
tunities up for grabs during the trade 
war pitting the world’s two largest 
economies and the pandemic. It is at 
this point that Indonesian economic 
diplomacy should rise to the chal-
lenge. 

Indonesian Foreign Minister retno 
LP Marsudi has instructed the en-
tire Indonesian mission overeseas 
to launch blusukan diplomacy, or a 
direct approach to business players 
and investors to explore the possibil-
ity to relocate their investment to In-

donesia. the Indonesian embassy in 
berlin, for example, has approached 
the German chamber of commerce 
and Industry regarding the relocation 
plans of more than 100 German com-
panies from china to the Southeast 
Asian region. 

In an effort to attract foreign invest-
ment, economic diplomacy abroad is 
one thing, and the investment climate 
is another. but the two must go hand 
in hand. 

More vigorous economic diplomacy 
will mean nothing without improve-

ment in the ease of doing business at 
home. Government policies indeed 
follow this direction, yet many more 
have to be done. 

the 2020 World bank data shows 
that Indonesia ranks sixth among the 
10-member ASeAN in terms of ease 
of doing business. When it comes to 
the competitiveness index and cor-
ruption perception index, Indonesia 
ranks fourth. 

the three indicators will surely im-
pact investor confidence. Learning 
from thailand and Vietnam, Indonesia 
needs to combine efforts to improve 
investment attractiveness with policies 
toward trade liberalisation, infrastruc-
ture development, agrarian reform, 
labour law and tax convenience (The 
Economic Times, october 7, 2019). 

Daunting challenges lie ahead for 
Indonesia to convert the distress re-
sulting from the pandemic into op-
portunities and the looming reces-
sion into a steady recovery. 

As the old saying goes, where there 
is a will there is a way. the resolve 
should be translated in economic di-
plomacy overseas that moves in sync 
with reforms to remove barriers to in-
vestment at home. 

The writer is an Indonesian diplomat assigned 
to Austria and the UN in Vienna and lecturer 
for the doctoral programme of international 
relations, School of Social and Political Sci-
ences, Padjadjaran University, Bandung, 
Indonesia

Economic diplomacy in time of Covid

A joint venture Chinese and Japanese electronics firm in northwest China’s Ningxia Hui Autonomous region. Japan has allocated $2.2 billion 
in stimulus funds to help its companies relocate their production base from China to Southeast Asia. afp

In an effort to attract foreign 
investment, economic 

diplomacy and the investment 
climate must go hand in hand

opinion
Darmansjah Djumala
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Virus despair forces Asian girls into marriage
t

eNS of thousands of girls 
across Asia are being forced 
into marriage by desper-
ate families plunged into 

poverty because of the coronavirus 
pandemic, as campaigners warn 
years of progress tackling the prac-
tice is being undone.

child marriage has long been 
common in traditional communi-
ties from the Indonesian archipela-
go to India, Pakistan and Vietnam, 
but numbers had been decreasing 
as charities made inroads by en-
couraging access to education and 
women’s health services.

these improvements are being erod-
ed as the impact of the virus causes 
mass job losses leaving parents strug-
gling to feed their families, experts say.

“All of the gains we’ve made in the 
past decade are really going to suffer,” 
explains Shipra Jha, head of Asia en-
gagement, at NGo Girls Not brides.

“child marriage is firmly rooted 
in gender inequality and patriar-
chal structures. What’s happened is 
that it’s become compounded in the 
covid era,” she adds.

Poverty, lack of education, and in-
security, drive child marriage even in 
stable times, so periods of crises exac-
erbate the problem, the charity says.

Worldwide, an estimated 12 mil-
lion girls are wed every year before 
the age of 18, according to the UN.

but the organisation has now 
warned that unless urgent action is 
taken to tackle the economic and 
social impact of the virus – an ad-
ditional 13 million child marriages 
will take place in the next decade.

In Asia, charities report the snow-
ball of forced unions has already be-
gun, estimating tens of thousands 
are already affected – though hard 
data is yet to be collated.

“there has been an increase in 
child marriages during this lock-
down period. there is rampant un-
employment, job loss. Families are 
barely able to make ends meet, so 
they think it’s best to get their young 
daughters married off,” says rolee 
Singh who runs India’s “1 Step 2 Stop 
child Marriage” campaign.

‘Covid generation’
Fifteen-year-old Muskaan says she 

is being forced to marry the 21-year-
old boy next door by her mother and 
father, who are street cleaners in the 
Indian city of Varanasi and have six 
other children to feed. 

“My parents are poor, what else could 
they have done? I fought as much as I 
could but eventually had to give in,” 
the teenager explains in tears. 

Save the children has already 
warned that violence against girls and 
the risk of forced unions, particularly 
among minors, “could become more 
of a threat than the virus itself”.

And while education has been 
hailed as the central tenet in the 
battle against child marriage, ac-
tivists warn that with lockdowns 
forcing hundreds of millions out of 
school, girls in the poorest parts of 
the world will be worst affected. 

In September, 275 former global 
leaders, education experts, and 
economists urged governments and 
organisations such as the World 
bank to ensure the fallout from the 
coronavirus does not create a “covid 
generation . . . robbed of their educa-
tion and a fair chance in life.”

“Many of these children are ado-
lescent girls for whom being in 

school is the best defence against 
forced marriage and the best hope 
for a life of expanded opportunity,” 
said an open letter signed by digni-
taries including ban Ki-Moon, pre-
viously UN secretary-general, UNI-
ceF’s carol bellamy, and former 
prime ministers such as Pakistan’s 
Shaukat Aziz, and the UK’s Gordon 
brown and tony blair.

In India, activists say there’s been a 
surge in forced unions because fam-
ilies see the practice as a solution to 
financial woes caused by covid-19, 
without realising the repercussions 
for young women. 

“We have also seen children get 
married because the other party of-
fers money or some kind of assistance 
in return. these families don’t under-
stand the concept of trafficking – it’s a 
worrisome trend,” says activist Singh.

Baby boom 
Jha, who is based in Delhi, agrees the 

economic pressure is part of the prob-
lem but insists child marriage is com-
plex, especially in Asia where there are 
fears that lockdown school closures 
mean idle teenagers will turn to each 
other and damage family reputations. 

“the biggest fear that families 
have is that [teen girls] may become 
close to a boy, start exploring their 
sexuality, or become pregnant. Hon-
our is closely linked to this situation 
. . .that’s a huge thing,” she adds. 

She adds the problem has been ag-
gravated as governments shift resourc-
es from key development areas such as 
education, family planning and repro-
ductive health to battle the virus.

Indonesia’s family planning agen-
cy has warned the nation, already 
home to 270 million people, could 
see a huge baby boom early next 
year due to school closures and 
dwindling access to contraception.

At 18, Lia is still underage but has 
already been married twice. Her first 

union was forced on her after she 
was seen alone with the man who 
was not a relative – taboo in the con-
servative region of West Sulawesi in 
Indonesia where she lives.  

the community insisted she wed the 
man despite a three-decade age gap. 

She escaped that unhappy situ-
ation and found new love, but her 
dreams of a high-flying career have 
been put on hold once more.

With little access to family plan-
ning advice, she became pregnant 
during lockdown. Her family insist-
ed she marry the 21-year-old father.

“I used to dream of becoming a 
flight attendant,” recalls the teen, who 
asked that her real name not be used.

“but she failed and ended up in the 
kitchen,” interrupts her new hus-
band randi, who has not declared 
their nuptials to authorities.

Shattered dreams
Indonesia, which has one of the 

highest rates of child marriage in 
the world according to UNIceF, last 
year raised the legal age for wedlock 
from 16 to 19 for both sexes in a bid 
to tackle the problem. 

but there are loopholes – local reli-
gious courts can approve such unions.

Indonesia’s Islamic authorities of-
ficially permitted more than 33,000 
child marriages between January 
and June of this year, compared to a 
total of 22,000 for the whole of 2019, 
according to the Women’s empower-
ment and child Protection ministry.

Indian leader Narendra Modi has 
also said the country will raise its 
marriage age – up from 18 to 21, but 
Girls, Not brides says such moves 
are tough to enforce and do not ad-
dress the root causes. 

In Vietnam, the legal age to wed is 18, 
but UNIceF says one in ten girls are 
married before. Amongst ethnic groups 
the figure is almost double that. 

Local charity blue Dragon say they 
have seen girls as young as 14 get mar-
ried and child unions increase since 
schools closed due to the pandemic. 

May, 15, who is from the northern 
Hmong hill tribes, married her 25-
year-old construction worker boy-
friend in June after getting pregnant 
as the virus swept the country. 

Her parents could not afford to 
keep her and the baby, so she moved 
six hours away to her husband’s 
family farm. 

“they’re farmers and they could not 
earn enough for us,” she explains. 

Now, instead of homework, she 
does housework and helps harvest 
the crops.

“I don’t think much about my fu-
ture,” she admits. 

UNIceF says ending child mar-
riage will help break intergenera-
tional cycles of poverty.

It states: “empowered and edu-
cated girls are better able to nourish 
and care for their children, leading 
to healthier, smaller families. When 
girls are allowed to be girls, every-
body wins.” afp

Worldwide, an estimated 12 million girls are wed every year before the age of 18, according to the UN. afp

Parents often push their daughters to marry early because they are poor and poverty has only increased during the pandemic. afp



THEY’RE drawing crowds in 
Sweden: cute and quirky shop-
fronts, delis and restaurants 
created by a mystery art collec-
tive called “Anonymouse” that 
have popped up out of nowhere 
in some cities.

The catch? You have to get 
down on all fours to see them, 
tucked away as they are at the 
bottom of buildings, just big 
enough for mice.

“It’s like a treasure hunt,” 
29-year-old Madeleine tells 
AFP in Lund, a picturesque 
university town in the south 
of the Nordic country where 
the collective’s latest works 
are on display.

Hidden away in knee-high 
crevices around the city, the 
works often take the form of 
mundane locations, such as stu-
dent dorms or a restaurant, but 
always at a scale more welcoming 
to small rodents than humans.

Most often they include 
cheesy puns, like the music 

shop “Ricotta Records” which 
sells classic albums like “Back 
to Brie” by “Amy Winemouse” 
and “Stilton John”’s “Goodbye 
Yellow Cheese Roll”. 

The anonymous team behind 
the creations has been working 
together for four years, and the 
installations, which are tempo-
rary, are exclusively made of 
recycled materials.

“It’s the big world made 
small,” 64-year old social work-
er Bengt tells AFP, walking past 
to admire one of the works.

“There is almost always a 
message in them, it makes 
you think a little about how 
people are doing,” 43-year-
old Maria adds.

Remaining clandestine is a 
top priority for “Anonymouse.”

So when the Lund municipal-
ity commissioned some of the 
works, they did not even know 
where to send the check.

They now have 26 creations 
to their name, including soup 

kitchens, antique shops and a 
private detective’s office, 
though they are always tem-
porary and usually stay up for 
a few months.

Their works have also been 
seen in other cities in Sweden 
and beyond, in Bayonne in 
France and on the Isle of Man 
in the UK.

Reflecting on the Covid-19 
pandemic, their first creation 
in Lund was a mouse phar-
macy, complete with a sign 
encouraging visitors to “Wash 
your paws.”

“The only thing that made 
sense was to build a pharmacy 
to somehow comment on the 
current global situation,” a 
spokesperson, who introduced 
himself as Yasha Mousekewitz, 
told AFP via email. 

Their creations have also 
been a hit on social media and 
the collective has garnered 
more than 139,000 followers 
on Instagram. afp
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Cave raiders: 
archaeologists 
hunt ancient 
art in Thailand
A

N antelope, a lonely 
figure, a family link-
ing arms – Kanniga 
Premjai shines her 

flashlight across a cave to reveal 
long-hidden paintings, a stun-
ning discovery for Thailand’s 
scrappy team of archaeologists.

For months, Kanniga and her 
small team have combed Sam 
Roi Yot National Park, about 
four hours southwest of Bang-
kok, following a ranger wielding 
a machete as he slashes a path 
through thorny vegetation. 

They had searched about 40 
caves – with no luck – before 
they stumbled on a cavern 
located a steep climb through 
rocky cliff terrain. 

“I screamed when we found 
the paintings,” she tells AFP, 
pointing out clusters of rust-
coloured figures that look like 

they are holding hands.
The dark walls initially 

shrouded the etchings, but 
careful examination and the 
use of a mobile application – 
which helps researchers en-
hance rock art – exposed the 
drawings.

“They are pre-historic and 
they’re about 2-3,000 years 
old,” Kanniga says. 

Thailand has unearthed an-
cient temples and cities, such 
as the ruins in the historic 
former capital of Ayutthaya 
and northern Chiang Mai – 
which attract domestic and 
foreign tourists. 

But the search for cave 
drawings is more challenging 
for Thailand’s understaffed 
Department of Fine Arts, of-
ten because of the arduous 
trekking required. 

“A lot of their primary work 
is just preserving what is al-
ready found . . . and that al-
ready takes up a lot of time,” 
says Noel Hidalgo Tan, an ex-
pert with Southeast Asia’s re-
gional centre for archaeology 

and fine arts. 
“There’s a lot of places in Thai-

land that are still unexplored.” 

Lost for centuries
Locals often venture into 

the caves to collect guano – or 
bat feces used as fertiliser – 
but might not notice the wall 
art, which is why Kanniga’s 
mission is “to search every 
cave and cliff in the park”. 

“We don’t know what we’ll 
stumble upon,” the 40-year-old 
archaeologist says, as she ducks 
into the cave’s inner chambers.

While they are not Thai-
land’s oldest – that title be-
longs to markings believed to 
be between 5-11,000 years old 
found in the north – the “Clay 
Cave” supports Kanniga’s hy-
pothesis that the Sam Roi Yot 
area was once home for pre-
historic people. 

Cave exploration is Kanniga’s 
passion, but this year is the 
first in her nearly two-decade 
career that she is able to devote 
time and resources to it. 

She is one of three archae-
ologists overseeing six prov-
inces in the Ratchaburi Fine 
Arts Department and previ-

ously spent time assessing 
historical sites to determine 
age and provenance. 

“Foreign archaeologists 
usually specialise in one thing, 
but in Thailand we need to do 
a bit of everything,” she says.

The discovery of paintings 
in 2016 by authorities doing 
a cursory sweep of Sam Roi 
Yot’s perimeter prompted 
Kanniga to push for further 
research in the park’s un-
mapped grounds. 

Today, the national park is 
popular with domestic tour-
ists visiting nearby beaches 
and avid birdwatchers ob-
serving the wetlands.

‘Finding treasure’
The evidence suggests that 

hunter-gatherers lived in the 
area some 3,000 years ago, says 
Tan, a senior specialist on cave 
and rock art in the region.

“They would be moving camp-
to-camp, so they would have a 
camp up in the mountains,” he 
says, adding that the shoreline 
of the Gulf of Thailand would 
have been further inland.

Despite the area’s potential, 
sustained exploration by the 

kingdom’s overstretched ar-
chaeologists is likely difficult 
because “caves can’t be easily 
turned into tourism sites” like 
historic temples, Tan says. 

“As a way to preserve them 
and protect them, you need 
to generate revenue but it is 
not as monetisable.”

But Kanniga remains unde-
terred by the challenges, push-
ing on with two researchers to 
search for hidden finds in the 
park’s unexplored caves. 

“It’s quite exciting, but it’s 
a little scary especially when 
we’re climbing,” Chanan-
chaita Kitcho tells AFP. 

The 23-year-old is grateful 
they have been successful in 
their exploration, especially 
since the difficult climbs can 
at times feel futile. 

“First we get lost. Then we 
find the cave,” she jokes. 

Kanniga says she still gets 
goosebumps when she spies 
scrawls in the tell-tale ochre 
pigments. 

She says: “When you find 
the paintings, it’s like you’re 
finding a treasure. The charm 
of archaeology is you never 
get bored.” afp

Tiny mouse-size artwork proves a hit in Sweden

Thai archaeologists discovered cave paintings in Khao Sam Roi Yot National Park in the coastal Prachuap Kiri Khan province. afp 

To reach the caves, archaeologists had to trek through treacherous terrain. afp

‘Anonymouse’, an anonymous art collective based in Sweden, creates miniature pieces of artwork nestled in 
public areas. TT news agency/afp
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Daisylike fall flower
  6 Antony of antiquity
 10 Cookbook amt.
 13 “___ on you!”
 14 Musical medley
 15 Guitar bar
 16 Northern carnivore
 18 Muslim leader
 19 Slow the progress of
 20 Christmas toymaker
 21 Big brother of 10-Across
 22 Floppy, compact and others
 24 Figures of speech
 26 Used a rocker
 29 Place-kicker’s prop
 30 Military mix-up
 31 Swamp thing?
 33 Aquarium organism
 35 Feathered friends
 38 Bullets, briefly
 39 Bluish greens
 41 Cork’s country
 42 “Mea culpa,” in slang
 44 Yawn-inducing
 45 Fishline hangup
 46 Accident mementos

 48 Classic TV’s “The ___ Squad”
 50 Psych 101 subject
 51 Wheezing cause
 53 Like some wars
 55 Period of economic growth
 56 An ideal, in Chinese philosophy
 58 Gradually develop
 62 Sicilian gusher
 63 It may be blowin’ in the wind
 65 What happened next
 66 Showstopper for a diva
 67 Pool table material
 68 Ship emergency letters
 69 Diplomatic necessity
 70 Big name in chicken
DOWN
  1 Piedmont wine city
  2 It just fills up space
  3 Use the flat part of the shovel
  4 Fix firmly in place
  5 Make additional revisions
  6 Cut the grass
  7 Succulents for lotions
  8 Brooklet
  9 Dracula’s bed
 10 Percussion instrument
 11 Involuntary muscle contraction

 12 Splendid displays
 15 Urbanizes
 17 Usher elsewhere
 23 Famous peeps
 25 Brylcreem amount
 26 Cheat out of money
 27 Their mascot is a mule
 28 Cemetery fixtures
 30 Deli meat
 32 Carriage driver
 34 Guy’s hoedown counterpart
 36 Wind resistance
 37 Showy lily
 40 Digger’s tool
 43 Certain water blocker
 47 Snare drum sounds
 49 Sell off stocks
 51 Assists in a bad way
 52 Bantu language group
 53 One with gags
 54 In a humble manner
 57 Indefinable surrounding
 59 Meadowlands
 60 Governor’s nix
 61 Biblical paradise
 64 Flying mammal

“T SERVING” 

Tuesday’s solution

Tuesday’s solution

Lifestyle

Bars have closed down again in Paris as a second wave of Covid infections sweep through the city. AFP

Bars are expected to be closed for at least two weeks, but the wait could be longer. AFP

Last orders for Paris 
bars – for now at least
A

Fter bursting back 
into life over the 
summer months af-
ter the coronavirus 

lockdown in March and April, 
the shutters came down again 
for bars in Paris on Monday 
evening.

Half-empty bottles of wine 
were lined up on counters at 
the end of the evening, ready 
to be poured away, while 
fridges were emptied and 
cleaned. Anything open won’t 
be fit for consumption when 
the capital’s nightspots even-
tually reopen.

omar Allik, the 41-year 
manager of the touller bar 
in the city’s ninth arrondisse-
ment in the north of the city, 
surveyed the handful of bot-
tles lined up for emptying.

“We’ve learned about this,” 
he says. “With everything we 
had to throw away in March 
[when the lockdown started], 
this time we were ready.”

“It’s disheartening, and we 
don’t know how long it’s going 
to last,” he added. “No salary, 
€15,000 [$17,673] in rent and 
charges – and nothing will be 
coming in.

“Small businesses like mine 
don’t get access to the com-
pensation funds,” he said. 

He will spend the com-
ing weeks looking after his 
daughter – and taking stock 
of the situation.

‘No more drinks after work’ 
the summer months in 

Paris’ bars were different from 
previous years, as city officials 
authorised expanded street 
terraces to help them increase 
their business and make up 
for the lost weeks during the 
lockdown in March and April.

It also encouraged clients to 
stay out in the open air, safer 
than tight spaces in terms of 
minimising infection risks.

Now however, as a second 
wave of rising infections 
crashes over the capital, those 
terraces, for the bars at least, 
will be empty for at least two 
weeks. restaurants will be al-
lowed to stay open. 

“We’re here for omar,” said 
romain carillon, one of the 
locals, standing at the bar a 
beer in his hand. “to support 
him on this last evening after 
a terrible year,” the 34-year-
old architect added.

“It’s sad, we’re a bit down. 
Drinks after work, that’s fin-
ished: now it’s commute, 
work and home to bed.”

‘We’re the scapegoats’
on this street, usually buzz-

ing with night-life, several of 
the bars are already disman-
tling the terraces built up just 
months earlier, wooden pallets 
piling up under the heavy rain.

Inside, in the last hours 
before an indefinite closing 

time, the bars are filling up.
there are a lot more people 

in than for a normal Monday 
night, says David Gamrasni, 
the 44-year-old owner of the 
Pili Pili. the tiny bar sports 
an eccentric decor and blasts 
loud rock music.

With the enforced closure, 
he laments, people are losing 
proper social contact, “the pos-
sibility to be who you are – ev-
erything that makes our world, 
and there will only be restric-
tions, no fun moments”.

None of these bars has any 
way of satisfying the health pro-
tocols now in force to slow the 
spread of the virus: too small, 
too crowded, too hard to control 
with everyone busy having fun.

“We’re the scapegoats, we’re 
a pretext . . . when you see the 
jam-packed metros,” says Gam-
rasni.

“When you do what you can 
to respect the guidelines, in a 
place where – when all’s said 
and done and unlike the metros 
– people aren’t forced to come.” 

the bars of eastern Paris 
have joined forces in recent 
days. they are planning meet-
ings, symbolic protests to keep 
their plight in the public eye.

“People are going to end up 
going crazy,” says Gamrasni. 
“And we small business-owners, 
we’re not exactly revolutionaries 
– but that’s what we are going to 
have to become.” AFP
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Mahomes 
tosses two 
tDs as chiefs  
still unbeaten
P

AtrIcK Mahomes 
threw two touch-
down passes as the 
undefeated Kansas 

city chiefs beat the cam 
Newton-less New england 
Patriots 26-10 on Monday in 
a game postponed by positive 
covid-19 tests.

the game was pushed from 
Sunday after both teams re-
ported positive tests for the 
coronavirus, including New 
england’s quarterback New-
ton.

Mahomes passed for 236 
yards, completing 19 of 29 at-
tempts and spearheading the 
chiefs to two touchdowns in 
the final 16 minutes. Kansas 
city is the first team in league 
history to start the season 4-0 
four straight years.

“You’ve seen it this season. 
You’ve seen it last season. even 
if you hold us down, we can go 
out there and make plays when 
they count,” said Mahomes. 
“When your number is called 
you have to make plays, and 
I thought enough guys made 
plays that we were able to get 
out of there with a win.”

tyreek Hill and Mecole 
Hardman caught touchdown 
passes for the chiefs, both on 
easy six-yard short passes from 

Mahomes in front of 12,700 
fans at Arrowhead Stadium in 
Kansas city, Missouri.

chiefs safety tyran Mathieu 
helped seal the victory with 
a 25-yard interception and 
return with 8:48 left in the 
fourth quarter.

So far, Newton is the only 
Patriot to have tested posi-
tive for the virus. organizers 
moved the game from Sun-
day to Monday so more tests 
could be conducted. chiefs 
practice squad quarterback 
Jordan ta’amu also tested 
positive.

New england’s travel plans 
on Monday were altered to al-
low the players to travel in two 
aircraft. one carried the 20 
players who have had contact 
with Newton, who was placed 
on the covid-19 list on Satur-
day.

Rodgers on song 
backup quarterback brian 

Hoyer replaced Newton but 
failed to get a touchdown de-
spite getting into scoring ter-
ritory twice. 

Hoyer was replaced in the 
third quarter by third-stringer 
Jarrett Stidham, who engi-
neered a touchdown drive on 
his first possession. but Stid-

ham also threw two intercep-
tions.

the Patriots dropped to 2-2 
on the season and are now 
two games back of the buffalo 
bills in the AFc east. 

Damien Harris came off 
injured reserve to gain 100 
yards on 17 carries. Harris had 
missed the first three games 
due to a hand injury.

the Patriots were missing 
running back Sony Michel 

who is out with a quad injury.
In the later game, Aaron 

rodgers and robert tonyan 
connected on three touch-
down passes as the Green bay 
Packers routed the Atlanta 
Falcons 30-16.

rodgers completed 27 of 33 
passes and finished with four 
touchdowns for the Packers, 
who improved to 4-0 on the 
season. tonyan caught a ca-
reer-high three touchdowns 

and six passes for 98 yards.
“He is a very consistent 

guy,” rodgers said of tonyan. 
“every year he is getting bet-
ter. He’s a really good player.”

Jamaal Williams caught 
eight passes for 95 yards and 
Aaron Jones gained 111 yards, 
including 71 rushing. 

Atlanta quarterback Matt 
ryan completed 28 of 39 passes 
for 285 yards for the Falcons, 
who dropped to 0-4. 

Falcon’s todd Gurley rushed 
for 57 yards and two touch-
downs on 16 carries, while re-
ceiver Julio Jones caught four 
passes in the first half to be-
come the franchise’s all-time 
receptions leader with 812. 
He surpassed roddy White, 
who had 808 from 2005-15. 

rodgers passed for 228 yards 
and two touchdowns to help 
the Packers take a command-
ing 20-3 halftime lead. afp

Stanton grand slam powers Yankees past tb rays
GIANcArLo Stanton blasted a 
grand slam homer in the ninth 
inning as the New York Yankees 
overpowered the tampa bay 
rays 9-3 in the opening game 
of the American League Divi-
sion Series on Sunday.

Stanton’s grand slam was the 
second in as many games in 
the playoffs for the Yankees 
who have belted 11 home runs 
in the club’s first three games 
of the postseason.

Gio Urshela also smacked a 
grand slam on Wednesday as 
the fifth seeded Yankees 
earned a 10-9 victory over 
cleveland in game two of the 
wild-card round.

“this is what I signed up for. 
this is the time where you’ve 
got to step up and do your job,” 
Stanton said.

clint Frazier led off the third 
inning with a homer, Kyle 
Higashioka and Aaron Judge 
also went deep for the Yankees 
in the first postseason playoff 
between the two clubs.

Pitcher Gerrit cole allowed three 
runs on six hits and struck out 
eight in six innings for New York.

the Yankees will try to take a 2-0 
series lead on tuesday in game 
two of the best-of-five series. 

tampa took a 3-2 lead in the 
fourth inning on Monday after a 
two-run homer by choi Ji-Man.

but New York turned the 
tables in the fifth. Higashioka 
led off the fifth by hitting a 
blake Snell pitch over the out-

field wall. two batters later, 
Judge ripped a home run over 
the wall in left field for his 10th 
career playoff homer.

elsewhere, carlos correa 
blasted two homers as the Hou-
ston Astros used a four-run sixth 
inning to come from behind 
and beat the oakland Athletics 
10-5 in the opening game of 
their AL Division Series.

Jose Altuve hit the go-ahead 
two-run single in the sixth and 
George Springer added four hits 
for the Astros, who won in their 
first playoff game at Dodger Sta-
dium since beating the Los 
Angeles Dodgers in the contro-
versial 2017 World Series.

‘Win or go home’
“I love october baseball,” 

correa said. “the energy is just 
different. I know there’s no 
fans this year, but the energy 
to know you win or go home is 
what drives me.”

Game two of the neutral site 
playoff series is tuesday night 
as the Astros are within two 
wins of their fourth consecutive 
appearance in the American 
League championship Series.

“to get down early and not 
quit and fight hard and come 
out with a win in the first game 
is obviously huge,” said Spring-
er, who was the MVP of the 
2017 World Series. 

the series is being played at 
the same stadium where Hou-
ston beat the Dodgers to win 
the 2017 World Series in seven 
games. the Astros drew the ire 

of the rest of the league and 
especially Dodgers fans after 
it was revealed they were 
helped by a sign-stealing scan-
dal that rocked baseball.

“the way people want to per-
ceive us is fine,” starting pitch-
er Lance Mccullers said. “Peo-
ple are allowed to feel any way 
about the Houston Astros.”

the turning point in the con-
test came on a single to left 
field followed by an error.

trailing 5-3 in the sixth inning 
with two outs, A’s shortstop 
Marcus Semien made a fielding 
error on a grounder by Astros 
Josh reddick. After a Martin 
Maldonado single, Springer 
connected on an rbI double. 

Altuve followed with a go-
ahead single to shallow left field 
that scored Maldonado and 
Springer for a 6-5 lead. Michael 
brantley made it 7-5 on a single 
to centre field to score Altuve.

Houston punched out 16 
total hits as the A’s had to use 
eight pitchers.

right-hander Mccullers got 
off to a rocky start for the Astros, 
giving up five runs on eight hits 
over four-plus innings with a 
walk and five strikeouts. 

A’s starter chris bassitt also 
went four-plus innings, giving 
up three runs on nine hits with 
no walks and four strikeouts. 

Houston left-hander blake 
taylor was credited with the 
win after getting three outs in 
the fifth inning. afp

Patrick Mahomes threw two TDs as the Chiefs beat the Patriots 26-10 on Monday. afp

Giancarlo Stanton blasted a grand slam homer in the ninth inning as the New York Yankees overpowered the Tampa Bay Rays 9-3 on Sunday. afp
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Djokovic keeps French open title bid open
N

oVAK Djokovic defeat-
ed Karen Khachanov in 
straight sets to make the 
French open quarter-finals 

for the 11th consecutive year on Mon-
day while Sofia Kenin escaped trouble 
to also clinch a spot in the last eight.

top seed and 2016 champion Djok-
ovic won 6-4, 6-3, 6-3 against rus-
sian 15th seed Khachanov to draw 
level with rafael Nadal on a record 14 
quarter-final appearances in Paris.

Djokovic faced his toughest as-
signment so far but Khachanov was 
unable to derail his bid to become 
the first man in half a century to win 
all four Grand Slam titles twice.

the Serb hit 44 winners and has 
yet to drop a set in the tournament, 
losing only 25 games in four rounds. 
He improved his record in 2020 to 35 
wins against just one loss.

“It was a very even match, per-
haps more difficult than the result 
showed,” said Djokovic, who is chas-
ing an 18th Grand Slam title.

He admitted to suffering an “awk-
ward moment of deja vu” after un-
intentionally hitting a ball which 
smashed into the head of a line 
judge while trying to return serve.

the incident came just weeks after 
Djokovic was defaulted at the US open 
in New York for swiping angrily at a ball 
which hit a female line judge, standing 
just behind him, in the throat.

“I’m actually trying to find the line-
sperson and see if he’s okay because 
I saw he had a little bit of a bruise,” 
said Djokovic.

the world No1 will face Pablo car-
reno busta, the man who benefited 
from Djokovic’s US open disqualifi-
cation, for a spot in the last four after 
the Spaniard swept German qualifier 
Daniel Altmaier aside in three sets.

Stefanos tsitsipas overcame an eye 
problem to become the first Greek 
man to reach the last eight of the 
French open with a 6-3, 7-6 (11/9), 
6-2 win over Grigor Dimitrov.

the 22-year-old will now take on 
Andrey rublev in a repeat of the re-
cent Hamburg final which was won 
by the russian.

Fifth seed tsitsipas has won 12 
successive sets at the tournament 

having been two sets down to Jaume 
Munar in the opening round.

rublev, the 13th seed, also advanced 
to the quarter-finals for the first time 
after battling past Marton Fucsovics of 
Hungary 6-7 (4/7), 7-5, 6-4, 7-6 (7/3).

In a match which featured 12 
breaks of serve, the 22-year-old ru-
blev had been a break down in the 
second and third sets. He also had to 
save three set points in the fourth.

“I knew it would be tough,” said 
rublev who arrived in Paris having 
reached his second US open quar-
ter-final last month.

“I had a little bit of luck today. there 
was a lot of wind so you are going to lose 
your serve a lot in those conditions.”

‘Super proud’ Kenin 
Australian open champion Kenin re-

covered from a set down against Fiona 

Ferro, the last home player left in the 
singles draw, to advance 2-6, 6-2, 6-1.

“I feel like I’m playing really well,” 
said Kenin, who cried into her tow-
el after sealing victory. “I’m super 
proud to be in the quarter-finals.”

the 49th-ranked Ferro, who won on 
clay in Palermo in August, threatened 
an upset as she reeled off six games on 
the bounce to grab the opening set.

but Kenin, who was taken to three 
sets in the first two rounds, stormed 
back to move into a quarter-final 
match-up with either tunisian 30th 
seed ons Jabeur and Danielle collins.

their tie was rescheduled for 
tuesday due to rain that restricted 
play to just court Philippe chatrier 
for much of the day.

two-time Wimbledon champion 
Petra Kvitova returned to the last 
eight at roland Garros for the first 
time since 2012. 

Seventh seed Kvitova, who missed 
last year’s tournament due to an arm 
injury, defeated china’s Zhang Shuai 
6-2, 6-4 and will next play German 
veteran Laura Siegemund.

“After eight years to be in the quar-
ter-final again, it’s great. I’m really 
happy for that, that I’m still able to 
play on all surfaces,” said Kvitova, a 
semi-finalist eight years ago.

“When the roof is closed it’s like be-
ing indoors and I really love to play.”

Siegemund, 32, advanced to her 
first Grand Slam singles quarter-final 
after defeating former junior cham-
pion Paula badosa of Spain 7-5, 6-2.

She became the fourth unseeded 
player to make the last eight, joining 
Iga Swiatek, Nadia Podoroska and 
Martina trevisan.

Siegemund won last month’s US 
open women’s doubles titles along-
side Vera Zvonareva. afp

African players in europe are shining across continent
SeNeGALeSe forward Ibrahima 
Niane from French club Metz scored 
the first hat-trick of his professional 
career to be the stand out African in 
europe at the weekend.

the 21-year-old boosted his chances 
of a maiden national team call-up by 
lifting his Ligue 1 goal haul to six from 
three matches as Metz defeated Lorient 
3-1 in a clash of bottom-half clubs.

egypt’s Mohamed Salah, often the 
star African performer, bagged a 
brace for Liverpool in a humiliating 
7-2 english Premier League drub-
bing by Aston Villa.

Here, AFP Sport rounds up the per-
formances of Africans in the top five 
european leagues.

ENGLAND
Mohamed Salah (Liverpool)

His goals were no consolation as 
champions Liverpool suffered an 
astonishing defeat at Aston Villa. 
Although Salah’s double took him to 
five goals early in the season, he won’t 
look back on the trip to Villa Park with 
any fondness. Netting when Liver-
pool already trailed 2-0 and then 5-1, 
the 28-year-old could not spare his 
team’s blushes all by himself.

Serge Aurier (Tottenham)
the Ivory coast right-back showed 

Jose Mourinho what he can bring to 
the team with a dynamic display in 
tottenham’s incredible 6-1 win at 
Manchester United. Aurier’s place has 

been under threat this term following 
the close-season swoop for Wolves 
defender Matt Doherty. Aurier was 
handed his first Premier League start 
of the campaign and scored in the 51st 
minute with a fierce drive into the far 
corner from the right side of the Unit-
ed area that put tottenham 5-1 up.

Nicolas Pepe (Arsenal)
the Ivory coast winger scored his 

first goal of the season to clinch Arse-

nal’s 2-1 win against Sheffield United. 
Pepe started on the bench as Gunners 
boss Mikel Arteta went with Willian 
on the right flank, but the 25-year-old 
delivered a well-timed reminder of his 
qualities in the 64th minute. Just min-
utes after his introduction, Pepe 
played a one-two with Hector bel-
lerin and accelerated toward the 
United area. With the visitors backing 
off, Pepe had time and space to guide 
a fine low finish past blades keeper 

Aaron ramsdale into the far corner.

SPAIN
Youssef En Nesyri (Sevilla)

the Morocco striker came off the 
bench for Sevilla against barcelona and 
almost engineered a winner in the 1-1 
draw at camp Nou. en-Nesyri’s excel-
lent run and cross forced barca defend-
er ronald Araujo to divert towards his 
own goal, but the ball came back off the 
post and stayed out. Sevilla had earlier 
taken the lead through Luuk de Jong 
only for Philippe coutinho to equalise 
soon after as the catalans dropped their 
first points of the season.

ITALY
Simeon Nwankwo (Crotone)/Medhi 
Bourabia (Sassuolo)

Nigeria striker Simy pulled a goal 
back for promoted crotone in a 4-1 
Serie A defeat to Sassuolo. the 
28-year-old scored from the spot five 
minutes after the break after a foul by 
Sassuolo’s Moroccan midfielder 
bourabia. It was the 10th top-flight 
goal, and 41st in total for Simy in five 
seasons with crotone.

Franck Kesssie (AC Milan)
Ivory coast midfielder Kessie played 

a role in Milan’s third goal as they 
made it three wins from as many 
games in the 3-0 victory over promot-
ed Spezia. the 23-year-old’s headed 
flick-on of an Alexis Saelemaekers 
cross found Portuguese forward rafael 

Leao, who completed a brace.

GERMANY
Salif Sane (Schalke 04)

the Senegal centre-back made his 
first start this season after a leg inju-
ry as Schalke crashed 4-0 at rb Leip-
zig to stay rooted to the bottom of the 
bundesliga. Having been sidelined 
by a knee injury until February and 
then torn a muscle in June, Sane had 
a scare when he suffered a knock to 
the same leg against Leipzig. “It was 
just a twinge, I stretched a bit and it 
was okay, but I was worried because 
I had injured this knee and I’ve only 
just returned,” Sane told Sky.

FRANCE
Ibrahima Niane (Metz)

Metz fell behind at home to Lorient 
before Niane took charge with a 
three-goal burst that started just 
before half-time when he converted 
a penalty. He put his club ahead on 
59 minutes and completed his hat-
trick five minutes later.

Idrissa Gueye (Paris Saint-Germain)/
Ismael Traore (Angers)

Senegal midfielder Gueye scored 
the fifth goal for defending champi-
ons Paris Saint-Germain in a 6-1 rout 
of Angers, whose only goal came from 
Ivorian defender traore. Gueye and 
traore have been called up by their 
countries for the october 5-13 inter-
nationals window. afp

Novak Djokovic made the French Open quarter-finals for the 11th consecutive year on Monday and the world No1 has a shot to win 
an 18th Grand Slam title if he can get past Spanish clay king Rafael Nadal. afp

Senegalese forward Ibrahima Niane from French club Metz scored the first hat-trick of 
his professional career to be the stand out African in Europe at the weekend. afp
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