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Niem Chheng

P
RIME Minister Hun Sen said 
Cambodia had sent diplomatic 
notes to various embassies 
demonstrating its stance and 

clarifying allegations that the Kingdom 
is a satellite country of China which will 
allow it exclusive access to the Ream 
Naval Base in Preah Sihanouk province. 

The response came a day after the 
Secretariat of the National Committee 

for Maritime Security (NCMS) issued 
a statement reaffirming the King-
dom’s commitment to close coopera-
tion with all international partners in 
enhancing the capabilities of the Tac-
tical Command Headquarters (TCH).

Located at the Ream Naval Base, the 
TCH – which was repaired by the US and 
has been recently dismantled – is slated to 
be moved about 30km away to Koh Preap. 

Speaking during the inauguration 
of the Prince Manor entertainment 

centre in Kandal province’s Kien Svay 
district on Wednesday, Hun Sen said 
some believe that Cambodia is China’s 
satellite country because it has provid-
ed aid for building infrastructure.

“[When] some people see China 
build roads, provide grants and loans to 
Cambodia to build roads, they say that 
Cambodia is a satellite country of Chi-
na, and that Cambodia chooses China 
over this superpower or that super-
power. But I want to ask them – if China 

doesn’t build this road or this bridge, 
who builds it instead?” Hun Sen said. 

He emphasised that if anyone 
could prove that other countries 
can do it instead of China, he would 
step down from this position. He 
said while some roads and bridges 
were built by Japan and South Ko-
rea, China has built thousands of 
kilometres of roads in the country.

Hun Sen says Kingdom 
not a ‘satellite country’ 

ContInueD – page 3

Covid guidelines set for festival
Khouth Sophak Chakrya

PRIME Minister Hun Sen has 
instructed the Ministry of 
Health to issue guidelines on 
measures to prevent the 
spread of Covid-19 during the 
upcoming Water Festival from 
October 30 to November 1.

Hun Sen said however that 
the government has cancelled 
the traditional Water Festival 
gatherings in Phnom Penh, 

while some provinces can 
organise the festivities as they 
have always done in the past. 

Speaking at the inaugura-
tion of the first Entertain-
ment Centre Prince Manor 
in Cambodia in Kandal prov-
ince’s Kien Svay district on 
Wednesday, he said the Ok 
Ambok (pounding of rice) 
ceremony and the Sampeah 
Preah Khae (full moon 
prayers) can still be held at 

home or in pagodas. 
He said preventing Covid-

19 from spreading in com-
munities is a priority.

“Covid-19 has not forgotten 
us and we do not know where 
it is hiding. In the past, in 
some countries, many doc-
tors have died from Covid-19 
after it was transmitted from 
patients. We need to take 
measures to prevent Covid-
19 from entering Cambodian 

communities,” he said.
The prime minister also 

urged the ministry to exam-
ine the feasibility of using 
and purchasing medical 
equipment and supplies for 
the prevention of Covid-19 
infection to keep in stock. 
The ministry should check 
the quality and dates on 
items to make sure they are 

ContInueD – page 2

on fire
Indonesian riot police are hit by a molotov cocktail during the second day of a three-day-strike by labourers against a government omnibus 
bill on job creation which they believe will deprive workers of their rights, in bandung on Wednesday. AFP

France and 
Germany 
seek Russia 
sanctions 
GERMANY and France on Wednes-
day directly accused Russia of 
“involvement and responsibility” 
in the poisoning of Kremlin critic 
Alexei Navalny, announcing that 
they will seek EU sanctions over 
the case.

The European powers have 
repeatedly asked Moscow to shed 
light on the poisoning which took 
place on Russian soil, but “no cred-
ible explanation has been provided 
by Russia so far”, according to a joint 
statement issued by the German 
and French foreign ministers.

“In this context, we consider that 
there is no other plausible expla-
nation for Navalny’s poisoning 
than Russian involvement and 
responsibility,” they said.

Germany has until now only 
urged Moscow to investigate the 
case, but stopped short of making 
a direct accusation against Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin’s government.

The sharpened tone came a day 
after the UN’s chemical weapons 
watchdog OPCW confirmed Ger-
many, France and Sweden’s finding 
that the Russian opposition leader 
was poisoned by a nerve agent of the 
Soviet-developed Novichok group.

Paris and Berlin said they will put 
to EU partners sanctions targeting 
“individuals deemed responsible for 
this crime and breach of interna-
tional norms, based on their official 
function, as well as an entity involved 
in the Novichok programme”.

Navalny was medically evacu-
ated to Germany in late August 
after falling ill on a plane and 
spending several days in a Siberian 
hospital. AFP



Chinese held for 
illegal possession 
of weapon

SIX Chinese nationals were held for 
questioning on Tuesday after police 
were deployed to check weapons 

on a road in Sihanoukville’s Commune II. 
Sihanoukville police chief Tey Visal said on 

Wednesday that five of the suspects were 
released after authorities questioned them. 

A 31-year-old man holding a gun 
without legal permission was found to be 
related to an offence and was detained.

Visal said: “My authorities are continu-
ing to question this suspect to build a 
report to be sent to the provincial police.” 

On Tuesday, police officers investigated 
reports of explosive weapons nearby Com-
mercial Market in Commune II. Officers 
stopped a car with six people inside, he said. 

 Officers found a Glock 19 Gen5 fire-
arm along with two gun magazines and 
30 bullets. The gun owner told police 
that he and his peers were tourists who 
had arrived in Preah Sihanouk province 
less than a month ago. He said he 
bought the gun for self-protection.  

Provincial coordinator for rights group 
Adhoc Cheap Sotheary said on Wednes-
day that many people move to Preah 
Sihanouk for work or tourism. The influx 
of people leads to drug offences and 
violent crimes, Sotheary said. 

“We see that both police officers and 
the courts pay great attention to search 
for offenders,” she said. KIM SAROM
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not spoiled, especially masks 
and clothing for doctors and 
healthcare workers. 

“We need to look at our 
inventory strategically. What 
should be released needs to be 
released, and what needs to be 
bought for inventory, includ-
ing medicines, masks and 
medical clothing, must be 
bought,” he said.

In response, health minister 
Mam bunheng has issued urgent 
guidelines on improving home 
quarantines and quarantines at 
centres to prevent community 
transmission of covid-19.

“cambodia is still at risk of 
contracting covid-19 at all 
times. In order to contribute to 
preventing the transmission of 
covid-19 virus into the com-
munity, strengthening the 
14-day quarantine or self-iso-
lation remains one of the most 
important measures,” he said. 

According to the guidelines, 
anyone who is subject to a 
14-day quarantine at home or 
in a centre is required to strict-
ly adhere to ministry instruc-
tions, even if they receive a 
negative covid-19 test.

Failure to properly follow the 
ministry guidelines may result 
in covid-19 transmission to 
the community. People in 
quarantine or self-isolation 
are not allowed to move 
around or come in contact 
with others, he said.

the health ministry also reit-
erated its call for the public as 
well as relevant institutions, 
sub-national and local author-
ities to ‘participate in prevent-
ing the transmission of covid-
19 virus into the community 
in cambodia.’

Sub-national authorities 
must continue to educate peo-
ple about preventive measures 
and the necessity of quarantine 
and self-isolation, it added.

Gov’t: stay covid-safe 
during Water Festival

rubbish collectors to return to work 
Mom Kunthear 

S
trIKING cintri rub-
bish collectors will 
return to work on 
thursday following 

a successful meeting with 
Phnom Penh municipal au-
thorities on Wednesday. 

Some workers have not 
decided whether to return. 

tes rukhaphal, the sec-
retary-general of the com-
mittee for the resolution of 
Strikes, said Phnom Penh 
municipal governor Khuong 
Sreng asked all workers to 
return to work on Wednes-
day, but they asked to start 
on thursday. 

“Workers will go back to 
work. the company and the 
union will further mediate 
with workers by explaining 
the law,” he said. 

rukhaphal said the protest 
is not legal because disputes 
must be tackled internally 
first. In this case, he said the 
workers protested demanding 
various conditions while the 
company is still in operation. 

At the meeting with Sreng, 
officials from the Ministry of 
Labour and Vocational train-

ing, the company and the 
union decided the workers’ 
requests will be discussed af-
ter the contract expires. 

the parties said the com-
pany, which is expected to 
go out of business, will take 
responsibility under the 
law and the Phnom Penh 
municipal administration 
will ensure workers don’t 
lose wages regardless of the 
company’s future. 

Addressing the striking 
workers at the protest site in 
front of cintri headquarters 
on Wednesday, Sreng said the 
Phnom Penh Municipal Hall 
has chosen three companies 
through an auction to collect 
waste in the future.

“We will accept you all to 
work at the other companies 
and not let you lose your jobs 
or other benefits,” he said.  

touch Kosal, president of 
the cambodia tourism Work-
ers’ Union Federation, said 
he wants workers to return to 
work because the municipal 
hall and the company already 
accepted responsibility. 

“We have a specific report 
that we can trust. In the 
past, we did not understand 

clearly who was in charge of 
the workers’ benefits. Now 
we know that cintri and the 
Phnom Penh Municipal Ad-
ministration is responsible 
for workers,” he said. 

tourism Federation secre-
tary-general Mi Phan said on 
Wednesday that some work-
ers who are cleaners agree to 

go back to work, but drivers 
and rubbish collectors have 
yet to decide. 

“It is hard. Many workers 
do not agree to go back to 
work and they want the com-
pany to provide the com-
pensation they requested. I 
want them to work because 
they will lose wages and oth-

er benefits if they protest for 
too long,” he said. 

one rubbish collector by the 
name of Sophal said he is not 
happy with the solution yet, 
but if most workers go back to 
work, he will go back too. 

roughly 2,000 rubbish 
collectors have been on 
strike since october 2.

Australia funds improvements to cambodia’s drug labs
Voun Dara

tHe Australian government 
provided AUD$1 million 
($714,000) in funding to 
strengthen the national drug 
quality laboratories of cambo-
dia and Lao People’s Demo-
cratic republic as the two 
countries combat the spread 
of falsified medicines, accord-
ing to a press release issued on 
Wednesday by the Australian 
embassy in Phnom Penh. 

the press release said the 
grant, which will be provided 
through the specialist NGo 
United States Pharmacopeia, 
will be provided over two 
years (2020-2022).

the press release further 

said Australia’s support will 
assist cambodia’s National 
Health Product Quality con-
trol Laboratory in improving 
its quality management sys-
tems, national laboratory 
strategy and business plan. 
the funding will also help 
increase the testing and report-
ing of substandard and falsi-
fied  medicines (SFM).

Australian ambassador to 
cambodia Pablo Kang said: 
“National quality control labo-
ratories are critical to safeguard 
against substandard and falsi-
fied medical products. As such, 
Australia is proud to support 
cambodia’s National Health 
Product Quality control Labo-
ratory to attain the World Health 

organisation (WHo) prequali-
fication accreditation.” 

the press release added that 
Australia is a strong supporter of 
the WHo’s Global Surveillance 
and Monitoring System (GSMS) 
work to improve the quantity, 
quality and analysis of accurate 
data on SFM products, and to 
use that data for better preven-
tion, detection and response to 
protect public health. 

According to the press 
release, the GSMS is helping 
create a clearer picture of the 
type and extent of SFM prod-
ucts, with some cases number-
ing in the millions.

the press release said: “WHo’s 
2017 GSMS report quoted stud-
ies indicating the observed fail-

ure rates of SFM products in low 
and middle-income countries 
is approximately 10 per cent: 
that is, potentially one in every 
10 consumers being exposed to 
falsified antibiotics, anti-malar-
ial, cancer and other medicines. 
More effective regulation is 
critical to ensuring access to 
safe, effective and quality med-
icines and vaccines.”

the embassy added that Aus-
tralia’s latest support for cambo-
dia is in addition to the AUD$50 
million it currently provides to 
the Health equity and Quality 
Improvement Project.

Ministry of Health spokes-
woman or Vandine could not 
be reached for comment on 
Wednesday.

Australia also provides AUD$50 million to the Health Equity and Quality 
Improvement Project. AuStRAlIAn eMbASSy phnOM penh

Phnom Penh governor Khuong Sreng meets Cintri workers in Phnom Penh’s Dangkor district. fReSh newS
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regarding the ream base, 
the prime minister said: “the 
one bad thing being said is 
that cambodia has become 
china already. these last few 
days, cambodia was alleged 
to have handed the ream 
[naval base] to china for ex-
clusive use. 

“I am forced to replay what 
I said in Preah Sihanouk prov-
ince in July, have it translated 
into english and let the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs and In-
ternational cooperation send 
diplomatic notes [containing 
the remarks] to all embassies. 
Hun Sen said this – why you 
say I want to make the ream 
military port an international 
port?  

Hun Sen made it clear 
that cambodia had allowed 
ships of various countries to 
use the ream military port, 
though they have to request 
prior permission because the 
port is for military use, not a 
freight port.

“Any country can ask for 
permission to dock their 
ships to be refuelled or to 
land to conduct a drill with 
cambodia or do other works 
with cambodia. We welcome 
them,” he said.

Foreign ministry spokes-
man Koy Koung confirmed 
that the diplomatic notes 
containing Hun Sen’s remarks 
were sent to all embassies in 

cambodia on tuesday.
Political analyst Lao Mong 

Hay said on Wednesday that 
the 1991 Paris Peace Accords 
and cambodia’s constitu-
tion guaranteed cambodia’s 
neutrality. It also banned 
army bases and the presence 
of foreign forces on cambo-
dian land.  

He said it is proper for the 
government and the co-chairs 
of the Paris International 
conference on cambodia in-
cluding France and Indonesia 
to set up a neutral committee 
of cambodia.  this commit-
tee, he added, is to be tasked 
with examining the imple-
mentation of the conditions 
and terms of the agreements 
on neutrality focusing mainly 
on the ban on military bases 
and foreign army presences 
in cambodia.

“I believe that this initiative 
will be effective to quash ev-
ery scepticism regarding this 
issue,” he said.

but Kin Phea, the director of 
the royal Academy of cambo-
dia’s International relations 
Institute, said the allegation 
that cambodia is providing 
the base to the chinese mili-
tary will have further ramifi-
cations because it is politically 
motivated. the government’s 
response is warranted but will 
not necessarily make a differ-
ence, he said. 

“I find that the confirma-
tion by the government is 
clear enough. but because 
this allegation is political in 
nature, even if we have clarity 
and confirmation, their scep-
ticism cannot be quashed. 
What they want to see is cam-
bodia not having any rela-

tions with china whatsoever. 
then they would run out of 
scepticism. What we can do is 
reiterate our stance,” he said.

Jem Sok, a political analyst 
in the US, said geopolitical is-
sues in Asia revolve around the 
“belt and road” economic plan 
of china. He said china want-
ed to take the Gulf of thailand 
as a base supporting a logistic 
port of its People’s Liberation 
Army Navy (PLAN). 

the US, he added, believes 
that in the southern region of 
Vietnam, from sea tributar-
ies to the Gulf of thailand, 
only cambodia can become a 
military port for the PLAN to 
dock and repair ships. 

“America is not happy when 
china establishes or repairs 
buildings for cambodia [be-
cause they believe] they can 
be bases supporting logistics 
for the PLAN. beyond cam-
bodia to the Gulf of thailand 
in the west of thailand is the 
Andaman Sea. 

“America has tried to mobi-
lise pressure so that there will 
not be a logistic port that can 
be used by the PLAN. From 
the west of thailand to Myan-
mar, America doesn’t want 
[china] to have a naval logis-
tic port,” he said.

Sok said Hun Sen’s remarks 
regarding giving permission 
to foreign ships to be docked 
at the ream Naval base were 
strategic because they have to 
request docking first.

Diplomatic row continues over ream base

cHrc responds 
to recent human 
rights criticisms 
Niem Chheng

tHe cambodia Human 
rights committee (cHrc) on 
Wednesday issued a press re-
lease on the situation of human 
rights, the implementation of 
democracy and the rule of law 
in cambodia.  the cHrc said 
democracy had joint princi-
ples, but its implementation is 
flexible and varies according to 
the context and values of each 
country because each nation 
puts its national interests first. 

In the seven-page press 
release, the cHrc highlighted 
the updates of the situation of 
human rights, the implemen-
tation of the law, the promo-
tion of democracy and the rule 
of law in cambodia. the press 
release also responded to what 
the cHrc deemed biased and 
groundless criticisms and alle-
gations by some civil society 
organisations (cSos), which it 
said ‘have political tendency 
against the government’.

“Democracy has a joint prin-
ciple but does not have a joint 
standard requiring all countries 
to implement it the same way. 
Its implementation must be 
flexible and varied according to 
the context and values of each 
country and region because 
[each country] put its national 
interests first,” it said. 

“So, the ideal, just, fair, com-
prehensive and impartial eval-
uation of the situation of 
democracy and human rights 
in a country is to be also made 
based on a joint principle as 
well as the context and values 
of the country and region. [the 
situation] must not be evalu-
ated focusing on any one right 
while the progress of exercising 
other rights is forgotten.” 

the cHrc highlighted the 
implementation of the law to 
combat against illegal activities 
including measures against 
protests to pressure courts, 
comments on border affairs 
and biased and incomprehen-
sive reporting of the human 
rights situation to the UN. 

the cHrc also mentioned 
measures by some foreigners 
and international institutions 
that interfered in the internal 
affairs of cambodia.  

Last year, the US announced 
sanctions on some cambodi-
an officials after it accused 
them of being involved with 
human right violations. the 
US also recently announced 
sanctions on a private com-

pany in cambodia. 
the cHrc said: “It clearly 

showed the loss of internation-
al order and anarchy of interna-
tional politics recently.  that a 
State can prepare laws arbitrar-
ily and unilaterally, interfere in 
internal affairs of other States 
under a pretext of democracy 
and human rights as well as 
apply sanctions on other States, 
leaders and private enterprises 
without going through mecha-
nisms of the UN is a  political 
benefit rather than for human 
rights reasons.” 

the cHrc said cambodia 
knew that measures by an 
unnamed country and other 
international institutions were 
biased, unjust and used dou-
ble standards.  the measures 
were politically motivated. 
they used democracy and 
human rights as a pretext to 
interfere in the internal affairs 
of cambodia, it said. 

However, cambodia will 
continue to cooperate with all 
international mechanisms 
and relevant sides, it added. 

cHrc spokesman chin 
Malin said on Wednesday that 
the press release showed the 
reality of the human rights 
situation in cambodia and 
responded to cSos which have 
always accused the govern-
ment of violating human 
rights. the press release also 
responded to the secretary-
general of the UN who pre-
sented the human rights situ-
ation based on reports by 
anti-government cSos. 

Democratic Institute for 
Democracy president Pa chan-
roeun said the cHrc and the 
government should not have 
considered cSos that work on 
human rights as enemies or 
anti-government parties 
because, in a democratic soci-
ety, expressions of views are 
allowed and sometimes differ. 

“Hence, the government 
should not have considered the 
views of civil society organisa-
tions that are partners in devel-
oping the country as enemies 
or an opposition group. [the 
government] should consider 
the voices of civil society organ-
isations as feedback. 

“the feedback serves as 
information improving service 
provision work or governance. 
It is hoped that the work of the 
government and service provi-
sions for citizens improve in 
their quality and effective-
ness,” he said.

civil servants won’t see pay  
raises next year due to covid
Voun Dara

P
rIMe Minister Hun Sen 
announced that due to 
uncertain economic 
conditions, the govern-

ment will suspend salary 
increases for civil servants and 
the armed forces next year. 

the government, however, 
will spend $10 million to pay 
retired officials.

Prime Minister Hun Sen 
made the remarks while pre-
siding over the grand open-
ing ceremony of the Prince 
Manor entertainment com-
plex located on National 
road 1 in Kandal province 
on Wednesday.

“[economy and Finance 
Minister] Aun Porn Moniroth 
was planning to increase sala-
ries, but I asked him to sus-
pend the increase for 2021. So, 
I’m sorry in advance,” he said.

At the same time, the prime 
minister confirmed that civil 
servants will keep the same 
salary and the allowance for 
the New Year and Pchum ben 
is still provided. 

He said the government is 
also paying attention to veter-
ans and retirees and increas-
ing their payments.

“Previous retirees’ salary was 
only 400,000 riel ($97). After 
deductions, only 300,000 riel 
remains. If compared to re-
tirees presently, the salary is 
one million riel. thus, there is 
a difference between previous 
retirees and present ones. So 
we will spend about $10 mil-

lion to ensure previous retirees 
are not far behind,” he said.

Long rim, a member of the 
board of directors of the cam-
bodian Independent teachers 
Association, said while the 
government is suspending 
increases for civil servants, it 
should also consider the flow 
of goods in the market to avoid 
excessive price increases.

“the government always 
raises the salaries of civil ser-
vants every year, no matter 
how small or large, so that civil 
servants can survive. If salaries 
do not increase but the prices 
of goods on the market contin-

ue to rise, it will affect the lives 
of civil servants,” he said.

Prey Veng provincial retire-
ment Pension office director 
Min tha said the government 
has increased the retirement 
pension of civil servants ev-
ery year based on the salaries 
of the officials. He said retired 
officials with lower salaries 
can see an increase in the 
range of 20,000 to 30,000 riel 
in one year.

“there are more than 3,000 
retired civil servants in my 
province and the lowest salary 
is 600,000 riel,” he said.

Ministry of civil Service 

spokesman Youk bunna said 
retired civil servants who re-
ceived a pension increase 
are those who retired by 2014 
before the government inte-
grated civil servants into the 
new system.

“therefore, civil servants 
who retired by 2014 got a pen-
sion according to their old sal-
ary, which explains the salary 
gap between previous officials 
and current retired officials,” 
bunna said.

He said the total number 
of civil servants and veterans 
who have retired nationwide is 
more than 100,000. 

Prime Minister Hun Sen announced that due to uncertain economic conditions, the government will suspend 
salary increases for civil servants in 2021. spm

The CHRC issued a press release calling recent allegations by some 
civil society organisations biased. hong menea

Prime Minister Hun Sen during the inauguration of the Prince Manor 
entertainment centre in Kandal province on Wednesday..spm
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T
HE Ministry of 
Health has urged 
the elimination of 
falciparum malaria 

by the end of this year as part 
of a larger plan to eliminate 
malaria entirely according 
to the Malaria Elimination 
Action Framework 2025. 

Speaking at a meeting or-
ganised by the National Centre 
for Parasitology, Entomology 
and Malaria Control (CNM), 
health ministry spokeswom-
an Or Vandine said although 
malaria has dropped dramati-
cally, Cambodia is not content 

with this achievement. 
The meeting was attended 

by technical officers and lead-
ers at CNM, provincial health 
department directors and of-
ficials from the World Health 
Organisation (WHO).

Vandine said Cambodia has 
to work harder for the rest of 
this year to make sure it can 
eliminate malaria per the 
Malaria Elimination Action 
Framework 2016-2025. 

“We must check and dis-
cuss new effective strategies. 
We have to check all corners 
of our technical work to avoid 
problems and misunder-
standings that may happen 

among the public,” she said.
CNM director Huy Rekol 

said the meeting discussed 
measures to eliminate malar-
ia in provinces where the dis-
ease still presents a problem. 

An increase of WHO funding 
as well as techniques to en-
sure the complete elimination 
of malaria in the country were 
also discussed, Rekol said. 

According to a report from 
the health ministry in July, 
there were 454 malaria cases 
in Cambodia during the first 
six months of this year, a 70 
per cent drop from the same 
period last year. There were 
no deaths reported in 2020.

WHO representative to Cam-
bodia Li Ailan showed sup-
port regarding of measures of 
fighting against malaria. She 
encouraged further efforts to 
eliminate it in the country. 

She said more funds were 
needed to eliminate the disease 
and encouraged further mea-
sures to eliminate falciparum 
malaria by the end of the year.

According to the health 
ministry, provinces most af-
fected by malaria are Kam-
pong Speu, Mondulkiri, Ra-
tanakkiri and Stung Treng.

Vandine encouraged tak-
ing preventative anti-malarial 
drugs and using mosquito nets 
and mosquito repellent before 
entering high-risk areas like 
mountains or forests.

Gov’t committed to 
eliminating malaria

As of early October, four groups of former CMAC officers have been incorporated into the RCAF. heng chivoan

Or Vandine advocated for the use of anti-malarial drugs. supplied
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Retired CMAC officers set 
to receive RCAF benefits
Soth Koemsoeun 

MORE than 1,000 retired 
and disabled officers from 
the Cambodian Mine Action 
Centre (CMAC) have been 
included as regular staff and 
promoted within the Royal 
Cambodian Armed Forces 
(RCAF) to receive allowances 
when they retire. 

CMAC director-general 
Heng Ratana said on Wednes-
day that as of early October, 
four groups of former CMAC 
officers have been transferred 
as regular staff and given pro-
motions within the RCAF. 

“They are all retiring of-
ficials. It means that they 
take a break from the work of 
CMAC. Our senior leadership 
decided to allow officials with 
past achievements in serving 
the nation to receive allow-
ances from the State. 

“CMAC will continue train-
ing specialists to continue 
clearing mines and unex-
ploded ordnance,” he said.

RCAF spokesman Thong 
Solimo said he has not re-
ceived the information and 
referred questions to Ministry 
of National Defence spokes-
man Chhum Socheat, who 

could not be reached for 
comment. 

“He [Socheat] receives in-
formation faster than I do,” 
Solimo said.

RCAF infantry spokesman 
Mao Phalla also said he had 
not received the information. 

Affiliated Network for Social 
Accountability executive direc-
tor San Chey said on Wednes-
day that including the for-
mer officials into the political 
framework is a good choice. He 
said it should be stated clearly 
that they were brought in be-
cause they had achievements 
and work experience. 
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Khouth Sophak Chakrya

PrIMe Minister Hun Sen 
urged farmers and relevant lo-
cal authorities to store water 
in reservoirs to avoid running 
low in the coming dry season.

Hun Sen made the remarks 
on Wednesday during the 
inauguration of the Prince 
Manor entertainment com-
plex located on National road 
1 in Kandal province.

He said according to the 
weather forecast of the Min-
istry of Water resources and 
Meteorology, a low-pressure 
system from the South china 
Sea was expected to hit Viet-
nam on Wednesday causing 
more rain to fall in cambodia.

However, he said the river 
levels are still low, which re-
quires well-organised water 
storage systems to store water 
for the dry season.

“our river levels now are 
very low compared to previ-
ous years, about 4m to 5m 
lower. So I urge people to work 
together to consider ways to 
preserve water,” he said.

the prime minister urged 
relevant ministries and pro-
fessional institutions to con-
sider strategic stockpiling 
to be ready to respond to 
the shortages. He also urged 
storm preparation. 

“We need to stock up on soy 
sauce, noodles, rice and all 

kinds of vegetables and medi-
cines to save our people from 
starving,” he said.

Kampong chhnang provin-
cial Department of Agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries director 
Ngin Hun told the Post on 
Wednesday that his depart-
ment’s strategy was to coop-
erate with the Department of 
Water resources and Meteorol-
ogy and other relevant depart-
ments under its jurisdiction. 

He said the Kampong chh-
nang Provincial Administra-
tion inspected water sources 
in lakes, canals and canal sys-
tems to take measurements 
to prevent water retention or 
open drains to prevent the 
flooding of rice fields.

“of course, the recent rains 
have caused the tonle Sap 
and some tributaries of the 
river to rise slightly, but not 
as much as in previous years. 
this is what we are worried 
about. this season farm-
ers have planted more than 
130,000ha of rice, which is 
more than 10,000ha over the 
plan,” Hun Sen said.

According to Ngin Hun, his 
department has cooperated 
with the water resources de-
partment and the Department 
of Public Works and trans-
port in Kampong chhnang 
province to prepare to pump 
water from some streams and 
rivers into reservoirs.

Orm Bunthoeurn

tWeNtY families in Kam-
pong Speu province said en-
vironmental officials have 
destroyed their crops, demol-
ished their homes and or-
dered them to relocate from 
the land they claimed to have 
lived on for 10 years.

Speaking to the Post on 
Wednesday, Sok Srey Nath, a 
resident of Putra village, tra-
paing chor commune, said 
she and other residents have 
depended on the land for the 
past 10 years, but village and 
commune authorities never 
issued a land title.

“the land was first con-
trolled by the Kosmos com-
pany. When the firm left it 
became State land. We have 
been living there until today, 
but when we went to apply 
for the land title, the village 
and commune authorities 
did not dare make it for us,” 
Srey Nath said.

resident Srey Leap said on 
Wednesday the site housing 
the 20 families is a plot 10m 
wide and 100m in length.

“the environment official 
told us we live on State land. 
We came to live on the land 
because it was free and we 
didn’t ask for permission from 
anyone,” Leap said.

trapaing chor com-
mune chief tep Nem said on 
Wednesday the land has been 
disputed for a long time. He 
said when the companies 
went bankrupt, the State took 
back the land to manage. 

He said people then lived 

there, but he did not know 
for sure whether their settle-
ments were truly allowed. 

“I do not know for sure, 
but they said they asked for 
a temporary contract with 
the environment officials. 
When they stayed for a long 
time, the State needed them 
to leave and they didn’t. So 
the environmental officials 
removed them,” he said. 

Phnom oral Wildlife Sanc-
tuary deputy director Hul 
Mara rejected the claim.

“they are not local people 
but they took the opportunity 
to take land and claim the 
government allocated it to 
them,” he said. 

chea Hean, the director of the 
NGo Anti-corruption, Natural 
resource Protection and civil 
rights Protection (AcNcIPo), 
told the Post it was forest land 
encroachment. 

“It’s forest land and many 
people there grabbed State 
land to sell,” he said. 

People living in that area 
claim to have been there for 
up to 10 years in the docu-
ments, but in fact, they just 
came in February, he said. 

“their settlement included 
cutting forest to build fences 
and selling the land to other 
people. buyers sued them 
because they are not able to 
stay there. the buyers are 
not allowed to live so they let 
people who sold it live there,” 
he said.

Drought fears persist 
despite rainstorms

K Speu squatters 
booted off State land

Authorities nix NGo census 

ten identified in M’kiri land dispute

Orm Bunthoeurn

r
ePreSeNtAtIVeS of 
about six institutions 
of unions, federations, 
associations and 

NGos sent a letter to the Minis-
ter of Interior after learning that 
local authorities would compile 
statistics on their cambodian 
and foreign staff. In response, 
authorities said they would not 
proceed with the staff census.

cambodian Labour confed-
eration (cLc) president Ath 
thorn told The Post on Wednes-
day that in Phnom Penh, the 
Meanchey district authorities 
had sent a letter to his union 
requesting permission to par-
ticipate in conducting a staff 
census in which all union em-
ployees must have photographs 
confirming their position, iden-
tification documents and resi-
dence permit documents.

thorn claimed that such 
actions seem to put pressure 
on unions because lately, ac-
tivists have been arrested.

“Union leaders, as well as 
most employees, often partic-
ipate in social activities in ad-
vocacy, so if they are identified, 
they would clearly be a target. 
It is difficult to find anything 
else, so it makes our staff and 
management scared because 
now it happens too easily [get-
ting arrested],” thorn said.

centre for Alliance of Labour 
and Human rights (central) 
programme coordinator Khun 
tharo said the local authority’s 
staff census was a form of in-
timidation and against the law.

“this is contrary to the princi-
ples of the law on trade unions, 

the principles of the law on non-
governmental organisations 
and the principles of the Inter-
national Labour organisation 
[ILo] core convention,” he said.

cambodian Youth Network 
(cYN) president Ul Vann said 
the authorities’ census was 
related to interference in the 
organisation of independent 
associations in the field of hu-
man rights and labour rights, 
which is prohibited by the 
ILo’s core conventions. 

He added that the informa-
tion being demanded by the 
authorities is already in a re-
port which the civil society 
organisations have submitted 
to the Ministry of Interior and 
the Ministry of Labour and 
Vocational training. 

“Why did the local authori-
ties in Meanchey district send a 

letter requesting a census only 
from unions and NGos working 
in the field of human rights and 
advocacy for the promotion of 
democracy and the protection 
of nature, of which there are 
about four to five institutions, 
while other institutions did not 
receive a letter?” Vann asked.

Vann added that the letter 
was unreasonable and inac-
curate because those institu-
tions as well as other NGos 
were already up-to-date with 
the relevant ministries.

“We observe that there are no 
legal requirements that say we 
must update local officials, es-
pecially the district authorities. 
therefore, we see it as a restric-
tion on the freedom of associa-
tion to carry out its activities in 
the current context,” he said

Meanchey district police chief 

Meng Vimeandara told The Post 
on Wednesday that the census 
had nothing to do with inten-
tionally intimidating unions 
and NGos. the authorities 
wanted to know about those 
organisations and unions. It is 
like conducting a census of the 
population, he said.

Authorities will not gather 
the statistics at the organi-
sations unless they agree. If 
the unions and NGos do not 
agree, the authorities will not 
carry out the census.

“Doing it like this, it’s not 
like enforcing a warrant, it’s 
just in terms of asking for co-
operation with local authori-
ties, there’s nothing serious. 
We have decided to eliminate 
this plan to gather statistics 
of union and NGo staffs,” he 
said.

Soth Koemsoeun

AN investigating judge at the 
Mondulkiri Provincial court has 
identified 10 suspects related to 
the case of Major General Pov 
Sothearan which involves the 
clearance of forest in o’raing 
district’s Dak Dam commune. 

Provincial court spokesman 
Meas Pros said on Wednesday 
that Sothearan encroached 
on the land illegally.

“the judge investigated and 
identified 10 people. I cannot 
reveal their identities per court 
procedure. I want to wait until 
they are arrested and send them 
to the court first so we can know 
the story. We detained four of 
them already,” he added. 

Provincial Department of 
environment director Keo So-
pheak said on Wednesday that 
department officials collabo-
rated with national-level offi-
cials to investigate the case. 

“For the case of Sothearan, I 
got information that the court 
has detained four people. one 
is the director of a newspaper 
outlet, two are citizens and an-
other one is a Major General. 
they were detained. We will in-
vestigate further to find the oth-
er related people,” he added. 

Minister of Interior Sar 
Kheng on tuesday requested 
Senate president Say chhum 
to advise Senator Noy Sron, 
who was related to the en-
croachment of 531ha of land 
in o’raing district’s Sen Mo-

norom commune. 
After this request, the Sen-

ate released a letter on tuesday 
per a previous note written by 
Prime Minister Hun Sen on 
September 2 about how Sron is 
related to preparing documents 
to illegally occupy the 531ha. 

chhum, first vice president 
of the Senate Sim Ka and sec-
ond vice-president tep Ngon 
had a meeting about the issue 
with Sron on September 23.

Per advice from the lead-
ers of the Senate, Sron apolo-
gised for his mistakes which 
caused difficulties for them. 
He signed a letter on Septem-
ber 23 to confirm he would no 

longer encroach on the land. 
Adhoc community empow-

erment officer Pen bunnar 
said on Wednesday that when 
officers commit wrongdoing 
and only have to apologise as 
a punishment, it shows that 
there is a double standard re-
garding law enforcement. 

In short, the law does not 
punish high-ranking officials. 
those who commit the same 
acts but have no high position 
have to strictly follow the law. 

“Land encroachment is a 
crime that cannot be forgiven 
by asking for an apology or 
confessing to the mistake. I’ve 
seen the latest news that many 

high-ranking officials who 
commit offences end it just by 
apologising, which is opposite 
to law procedure,” he added. 

If the justice system is to be 
trusted again, laws must be 
enforced and offenders pun-
ished without bias, he said. 

the Post could not contact 
Senate spokesman Mam bun 
Neang or Sron for further 
comment.

the Senate on Wednesday 
released a clarification, say-
ing Sron is yet to actually oc-
cupy the 531ha. Sron was in 
the first stage of requesting to 
occupy the land and authori-
ties denied his request.

Civil society organisation represenatives attend a meeting at the Ministry of Interior. sar kheng facebook page

Senator Noy Sron was accused of attempting to illegally occupy 531ha of land. fresh news
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Thou Vireak

A 
SENIOR official from 
the Cambodian em-
bassy in Thailand 
has asked the coun-

try’s second-largest food pro-
ducer, Betagro Group, to con-
sider a food processing plant 
in Cambodia.

Commercial Attache Heng 
Sovannarith said he wants Be-
tagro Group, to invest to pro-
mote the development of the 
Cambodian agricultural value 
chain in collaboration with the 
Ministry of Commerce’s Accel-
erating Inclusive Markets for 
Smallholders (Aims) project.

Sovannarith made his pro-
posal during a visit to the com-
pany in Pathum Thani prov-
ince, Thailand on Tuesday.

Sovannarith told Betagro 
Vice-President Kritsana Wu-
dhiprasertkul the Cambodian 
government has been promot-
ing diplomacy, trade, culture 
and tourism with Thailand. 

“This is a major in-depth 
reform of the government to 
improve the business environ-
ment and private sector devel-
opment in Cambodia,” he said.

Kritsana promised that after 
the two countries reopened 
the border checkpoints the 
company would lead a del-

egation to visit Cambodia to 
learn more about the poten-
tial of the Aims project before 
reaching a memorandum of 
understanding (MoU) with 
the Ministry of Commerce, 
according to Sovannarith.

The Ministry of Commerce, 
through the AIMS project, 
signed a Memorandum of Un-

derstanding (MoU) on Sep-
tember 28 with Makro Market, 
a well-known Thai brand, on 
Development of an agribusi-
ness product value chain to 
supply Cambodian products 
at all branches of the market.

The Aims project is a joint 
project of the government and 
the International Fund for Ag-

ricultural Development. 
The project is led by the 

Ministry of Commerce to pro-
mote the prosperity of small 
farmers in Cambodia by in-
creasing profits by linking 
agribusiness and marketing. 
It operates in 18 provinces 
with five commercial value 
chains including vegetables, 

free-range poultry, paddy 
rice, cassava and raw silk.

Prime Minister Hun Sen 
said at the March inaugura-
tion of National Road 55 con-
necting Pursat province and 
the Thai border that he hopes 
trade activities of both sides 
will reach $15 billion in 2020.

The trade volume between 

Cambodia and Thailand 
reached $9.41 billion last year, 
an increase of 12 per cent 
compared to 2018, which was 
$8.38 billion. 

Cambodia exports reached 
$2.2 billion, up 195 per cent, 
while imports from Thailand 
were $7.14 billion, down 6 per 
cent.
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May Kunmakara

CHINESE-owned Prince Culture 
and Development Co Ltd officially 
launched the $85 million Prince 
Manor entertainment centre in 
Kandal province on Wednesday.

Prince Manor is located along Na-
tional Road 1, 20km from the centre 
of Phnom Penh. It is the first major 
theme park project in Cambodia 
and covers 13ha. 

Prince Manor is described by its 
owners as an international eco-resort 
that offers visitors a relaxing vacation 
with beautiful scenery, family recre-
ation and tourism features, including 
colourful flower gardens, an amuse-
ment park, lodges and a canteen. 

Prince Manor has an 88m-high 
Ferris wheel, a 1ha water park and 
an ecological plant park.

Prince Holding Group Managing Di-
rector Cliff Koh said the park is the vi-
sion of the chairman of Prince Group 
and an integral part of the company’s 
overall strategy to develop the culture 
and tourism sector in Cambodia.  

“We are in line with the strategy of 
the Cambodian government. While 
private investors are typically con-
cerned about large investment sizes 
and long payback periods in the tour-
ism sector, Prince has always regarded 
the development of Cambodia’s tour-
ism industry as a key objective and ful-
ly supports its development,” he said.  

Prime Minister Hun Sen, who pre-

sided over the inauguration, said 
the resort is a source of pride for 
Cambodia.

“Today we have a resort to create 
an entertaining atmosphere for our 
people. One might ask, why during 
Covid-19 and the decline of the tour-
ism sector did we open an entertain-
ment centre? The tourism issue is not 
just about international tourism, but 
also it local tourists,” he said.

Hun Sen said almost two million 

Cambodians traveled abroad before 
Covid-19 but now have the opportu-
nity to visit their own country.

“This is a shift in tourism destina-
tions – from abroad to local – so we 
need to strive to make the provinces 
more attractive for domestic tour-
ism,” he said. 

According to Hun Sen, 1.6 million 
Cambodians travelled over the New 
Year holiday in August and more than 
1.1 million during Pchum Ben.

Vast Prince Manor fun park 
opens to much fanfare in Kandal

Infrastructure continues 
to top gov’t spending list
May Kunmakara

THE Cambodian government spent 
more than $11.376 billion between 
1993 and June 2020 to finance pub-
lic investment projects to support 
long-term sustainable economic 
growth and increase economic pro-
ductivity and production. 

According to a report issued by the 
Ministry of Economy and Finance 
and released earlier this week, in 
the first six months of 2020, the gov-
ernment signed concessional loan 
agreements with development part-
ners (DPs) totalling $479.05 million.

That amount is equivalent to SDR 
346.45 million and accounts for 25 
per cent of the debt ceiling of SDR 
1,400 million. SDR is an internation-
al reserve asset created by the IMF 
in 1969 to supplement its member 
countries’ official reserves.

In terms of the loans, 93 per cent 
– $443.65 million – were signed with 
bilateral DPs and slated for infra-
structure and seven per cent – $35.4 
million – with multilateral DPs and 
going toward other priorities.  

The loans are highly concessional 
with an average zero-interest ele-
ment of 56 per cent. 

Infrastructure priorities include 
roads, bridges, railways, ports, air-
ports, irrigation systems, electric-
ity, water supply, and wastewater 
treatment plants.

Ministry of Economy and Finance 
spokesman Meas Soksensan told 
The Post on Wednesday the money 

is primarily used for the develop-
ment of the infrastructure nation-
wide to improve the livelihoods of 
the people and support economic 
activities and transportation. 

“We have had very stable econom-
ic growth over the years giving us a 
chance to save. The loans give us the 
ability to increase the quality of infra-
structure which is different from be-
fore. We just focused on the quantity 
but now it is about quality,” he said. 

Royal Academy of Cambodia eco-
nomic researcher Hong Vannak 
pointed out that Cambodia remains 
a qualified nation in the eyes of DP 
countries and international finan-
cial institutions in debt manage-
ment and the country’s debt remains 
relatively low compared to GDP. 

He said more than 90 per cent of 
the government’s debt has been 
used for infrastructure, economic 
growth and poverty reduction. 

“I have observed in the last 10 
years the quality of infrastructure 
development has improved due to 
quality checks by experts brought in 
by donors or development partners. 

“We have had much more efficien-
cy in loan usage and this helps reduce 
poverty and support the economic 
growth of the nation,” he said. 

According to the ministry’s report, 
the government has distributed $8.49 
billion from DPs in the past 17 years 
accounting for 65 per cent of the total 
borrowing of which 86 per cent covered 
public investment in infrastructure and 
14 per cent other priority sectors. 

The $85 million Prince Manor entertainment centre is located along National Road 1, 
20km from the centre of Phnom Penh. supplied

Betagro Group is Thailand’s second-largest food producer. Betagro

Thailand food firm courted by Cambodia 



CHINESE smartphone brands 
dominated more than half the 
global mobile phone market 
in the second quarter despite 
the double challenges brought 
by the Covid-19 pandemic and 

trade uncertainties, according 
to a new report.

The report, by market con-
sultancy Visual Capitalist, said 
Chinese smartphone makers 
held the largest share of the 

global smartphone market, 
accounting for over 50 per cent 
of total shipments in the sec-
ond quarter of the year.

China’s Huawei Technolo-
gies, Xiaomi, Oppo and Vivo 
captured four leading positions 
among the top six smartphone 
brands in terms of shipments. 
Chinese computer maker Len-
ovo also rose into the top 10.

“Chinese smartphone makers 
are growing beyond their bor-
ders and getting increasingly 
popular all over the world. That 
is mainly due to their competi-
tive pricing and attractive prod-
uct range,” said Xiang Ligang, 
director-general of the Informa-
tion Consumption Alliance, a 
telecom industry association.

“Though faced with rising 
uncertainties brought by the 
global trade frictions, China is 
the world’s largest production 
base of mobile phones. No oth-
er country can challenge China 

in offering the most complete 
industry system in producing a 
smartphone,” he said.

The Visual Capitalist report 
also noted that Huawei, togeth-
er with South Korea’s Samsung 
Electronics, led the global mar-
ket share with both of them 
commanding 20 per cent. US 
tech giant Apple lagged slightly 
behind, at 14 per cent.

“Huawei was able to attain this 
feat due to a unique market sce-
nario created since the Covid-19 
pandemic. China, Huawei’s larg-
est market, is now recovering 
from the pandemic, compared 
with other markets like Europe 
and the United States,” said 
Tarun Pathak, associate director 
of the Counterpoint Research 
market consultancy.

Pathak said smartphone 
shipments in China declined 
17 per cent year-on-year, a 
“more modest decline” than 
the rest of the world, which fell 

28 per cent year-on-year.
When it comes to applica-

tion processors, US tech giant 
Qualcomm shipped over 29 
per cent of the world supply, 
followed Chinese chip design-
er MediaTek, at 26 per cent. 
Notably, HiSilicon, Huawei’s 
semiconductor arm, ranked 
third, at 16 per cent.

An application processor is 
a key smartphone component 
that handles everything from 
graphics processing to power-
ing the phone.

HiSilicon’s progress came as 
the US government toughened 
export controls on semiconduc-
tor technologies to China. It put 
Huawei on its “Entity List” in 
May 2019 and said US firms had 
to obtain a license before export-
ing domestically produced chips 
and software to the company.

In May, the US government 
expanded these rules by requir-
ing that contract chip produc-

ers anywhere in the world that 
use US semiconductor equip-
ment and technology obtain its 
approval before producing 
chips designed by HiSilicon.

“Though there is a gap 
between the key Chinese elec-
tronics manufacturers, includ-
ing chipset makers, and world-
leading companies in terms of 
technologies, domestic com-
panies already invest heavily in 
developing such technologies,” 
said Wang Peng, an associate 
professor of finance and digital 
economy at the Hillhouse 
Academy Research Institute of 
Renmin University of China.

“When more orders move to 
local firms that develop elec-
tronic components, they will 
gather more attention and 
investment, which these domes-
tic companies will further lever-
age for the research and devel-
opment of core technologies,” 
he added. china daily/ann
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China becomes EU’s top trading partner
I

N the first seven months of this 
year, China surpassed the US 
to become the biggest trading 
partner of the EU, said Euro-

stat, the EU’s statistics organisation.
While European companies have 

placed much confidence in the 
market of China, a country that has 
been continuously opening up and 
has become the only major econo-
my projected by the World bank to 
achieve positive growth this year, 
Chinese businesses have voiced 
their concerns over the overall busi-
ness environment in the EU affected 
by the Covid-19 pandemic.

Therefore, officials and business 
insiders have called for an open-
minded and positive attitude to seek 
solutions to existing problems be-
tween the two sides and to deepen 
bilateral cooperation in the future.

Top Trading Partner
The EU’s imports from China in-

creased by 4.9 per cent year-on-year 
in the January-July period, noted 
Eurostat.

According to the Federal Statistical 
Office of Germany, the largest economy 
in the EU, China, Germany’s biggest 
trading partner since 2016, surpassed 
the US for the first time in the second 
quarter of this year to become Ger-
many’s largest export market, and Ger-
many’s exports to China in July have 
rebounded almost to last year’s level.

The stable development of Ger-
man exports to China in July under-
lines China’s importance for the Ger-
man economy even facing Covid-19, 
Katharina Viklenko, China expert at 
economic development agency Ger-
many Trade and Invest, told Xinhua.

Noting that some one-eighth, or 
most German imports, came from 
China in July, Viklenko said the Chi-
nese economy is already on the road 
to recovery amid the pandemic.

China is on its way to become “ex-
port destination country number 
one” for the German economy as 
the pandemic is hitting global trade, 
said a recent study published by the 
German Economic Institute (IW).

Gao Feng, spokesman of China’s 
Ministry of Commerce, said the 
rapid development of Sino-German 
trade has benefited from not only 
the sound bilateral relations and 
complementary economic advan-
tages of the two countries, but also 
China’s continuous opening-up.

While the situation in many of 
Germany’s export markets is dete-

riorating, “the Chinese economy is 
already looking ahead with cautious 
optimism”, said Galina Kolev, senior 
economist and head of the Research 
Group Macroeconomic Analyses 
and business Cycles at the IW.

Chinese economic growth, which 
has remained relatively high by in-
ternational standards amid the pan-
demic, has made China an “attrac-
tive export market”, Kolev said.

besides, China has also been one 
of Spain’s top trading partners dur-
ing the pandemic, according to 
Jorge Valera, director of Strategic 
Accounts and Rail at the barcelona 
branch of transport company DSV.

“Without doubt, China was our 
biggest partner during the [Covid-
19] pandemic. The majority of sup-
plies, if not 100 per cent of them, 
arrived from China,” Valera told Xin-
hua in an exclusive interview.

Strong Investment Confidence
In the eyes of Tang Zheng, vice-

president of the European Working 
Committee of non-governmental or-
ganisation CEATEC, the signing of the 
China-EU agreement on geographi-
cal indications and the commitment 
to speeding up the negotiations of 
the China-EU investment treaty to 

achieve the goal of concluding the 
negotiations within 2020, among 
others, have shown the joint efforts 
and achievements of both China and 
the EU in expanding cooperation in 
trade, economy and investment.

Indeed, even amid the pandemic, 
the EU has shown great investment 
confidence in China. On September 
28, Volkswagen Group China (VGC), 
a subsidiary of German automotive 
manufacturer Volkswagen Group, 
announced its plan to invest some 
€ 15 billion ($17.5 billion) together 
with its joint ventures in e-mobility 
in China from 2020-2024.

VGC said in a statement that the 
investment comes on top of the € 
33 billion ($38.7 billion) already an-
nounced by Volkswagen Group for 
development in global e-mobility in 
the same period.

besides, Stephan Woellenstein, 
CEO of VGC, said the company very 
much appreciates China’s recent 
announcement of a climate target 
for carbon neutrality before 2060, 
“which is what we aim to achieve 
with our goTOzero strategy”.

“Volkswagen is committed to being 
an active partner in the nation’s drive 
towards electrification and carbon 
neutrality,” Woellenstein said.

The opening of a new battery cen-
tre affiliated to German cars com-
pany the bMW Group in Shenyang, 
a northeast city of China’s Liaoning 
Province, in mid-September is an-
other testament to the EU’s confi-
dence in the Chinese market.

The centre is the first in the com-
pany’s production network to man-
ufacture fifth-generation high-volt-
age batteries.

“We stand firm on bMW’s long-
term strategy in China, and are 
committed to our large-scale invest-
ments and will continue introducing 
new products and technologies into 
bMW’s largest single market, espe-
cially on e-mobility and digitalisa-
tion,” the company’s spokesman told 
Xinhua in a recent interview, express-
ing full confidence in mid- and long-
term business prospects of China.

Cooperative, Open-Minded Attitude
While European companies are en-

thusiastic about investing in China, 
Chinese companies, although ready 
to add their investment in the EU, 
are having growing concerns over the 
ease of doing business in the bloc.

According to a survey co-conduct-
ed by the China Chamber of Com-
merce to the EU (CCCEU) and its 

global partner Roland berger, close 
to 60 per cent of all the Chinese com-
panies interviewed cited “a slight 
decline” in the overall business envi-
ronment in the EU, and 10 per cent 
cited “a significant decline”.

The survey added that 60 per cent 
of the interviewees consider invest-
ing more and nearly 20 per cent in-
tend to increase their investment 
“significantly” if the ease of doing 
business in the EU improves.

“It is our sincere hope that the EU 
would work closely with China to con-
clude negotiations on the EU-China 
Comprehensive Agreement on Invest-
ment by the end of this year,” it said.

The brussels-based CCCEU, 
which represents some 1,000 Chi-
nese companies, expressed con-
cerns once again on September 24 
that the EU document on foreign 
subsidies issued on June 17 could 
pose legal barriers to Chinese com-
panies operating in the bloc.

China and the EU should unswerv-
ingly promote the sound and stable 
development of their comprehen-
sive strategic partnership, adhere 
to peaceful coexistence, openness 
and cooperation, uphold multilat-
eralism, and maintain dialogue and 
consultation, said CCCEU Chair-
woman Zhou Lihong.

Addressing a meeting of the for-
eign affairs committee of the Euro-
pean Parliament in late September, 
Head of the Chinese Mission to the 
EU Zhang Ming called on EU law-
makers to “take the concerns of Chi-
nese businesses seriously, and get 
them properly addressed”.

Highlighting that China’s ranking 
in the World bank report on ease 
of doing business has risen from 
78th to 31st in past three years, 
even higher than some EU member 
States, Zhang said China and the EU 
“have made significant progress on 
the level-playing field issues and are 
stepping up efforts to find a poten-
tial landing zone on market access 
and sustainable development”.

“To foster an open, fair, just and 
non-discriminatory regulatory envi-
ronment, both sides need to move in 
the same direction, and neither should 
stop or even backslide,” he added.

Tang from CEATEC also believed 
that the two sides should “highlight 
cooperation, and do everything pos-
sible to broaden and deepen these 
points of consensus, shared values 
and common interests”. XinhUa/china 

daily/aSia nEWS nETWORK

China surpassed the US to become the biggest trading partner of the EU, said Eurostat, the EU’s statistics organisation. afp

Chinese phones top global market in second quarter

Chinese smartphone makers held the largest share of the global    
smartphone market with over 50 per cent of total shipments. afp
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tHAILAND’S Government 
Housing bank (GHb) will 
propose to the next finance 
minister schemes to support 
homebuyers affected by the 
covid-19 crisis, a source 
said.

the government may need 
to provide a one percentage 
point interest rate subsidy, 
paid directly to homebuyers, 
he said. Many customers of 
the bank have been hit hard 
by the virus fallout. Many of 
them were laid off or their 
income decreased, especially 
those working in airlines and 
related tourism industries.

the mortgage rate is cur-
rently at about six per cent. 
the government could offer a 
one percentage point in finan-
cial relief for homebuyers, lim-
iting the aid to homes priced 
at not more than bt3 million 
($96,060), the source suggest-
ed.

Property developers, espe-
cially those involved in con-
d om i n i u m r e s id e nt i a l 
projects, had earlier asked the 
government to increase the 
ownership limit for foreigners 
eligible to possess residential 
units from the current not 
exceeding 49 per cent of each 
project. condominium devel-
opers are faced with oversup-
ply problems.

Meanwhile, chatchai Siri-
lai, president of Government 
Housing bank, said that 
despite the pandemic, GHb’s 
new mortgage lending is 
expected to meet the target of 
bt210 billion for the year, up 
three per cent over last year.

As of october 1, new lend-
ing rose to bt156.7 billion.

customers are taking advan-
tage of the low interest-rate 
environment and some groups 
are not much affected by the 
virus outbreak.

Mortgage lending next year 
is projected to be about 
bt215.6 billion, and bt222.1 
billion in 2022, he said. out-
standing loans at the end of 
August were at bt1.273 tril-
lion. Accumulated lending is 
projected to be bt1.374 tril-
lion in 2021 and bt1.444 tril-
lion in 2022.

the state-owned bank will 
transform itself into digital 
banking services by driving 
up to 80 per cent of total 
transactions to the virtual 
platform by 2022.

the bank, the largest  mort-
gage lender, will also raise 
funds via a new batch of lot-
tery-linked savings products 
at bt5,000 per unit.

Non-performing loans 
amount to bt51.6 billion, 
accounting for four per cent of 
outstanding loans. 

Prime Minister Prayut chan-
o-cha earlier said that he 
would appoint a new finance 
minister this month after 
incumbent Pridi Daochai 
resigned after less than a 
month in office. THE NATION (THAI-

LAND)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

construction of Japanese-owned 
AeoN 3 mall set to break ground
Thou Vireak

JAPANeSe-owned multi-
nat iona l Aeon Ma ll 
(cambodia) co Ltd, 
announced on Wednes-

day it is breaking ground on 
the construction of the Aeon 
Mall 3 project in Phnom Penh 
with an investment of more 
than $200 million.

the five-storey shopping 
mall will be located on the 
outskirts of the city and con-
struction will take 27 months.

Hyundai engineering won 
the bid to build the 200 billion 
won ($164 million) complex.

Phnom Penh Governor 
Khuong Sreng said at a 
groundbreaking ceremony 
that based on the 2035 Phnom 
Penh Land Use Master Plan, 
the southern part of the city 
has been designated as a new 
development area for high-
rise construction and luxury 
satellite city projects to en-
sure the effective use of exist-
ing land in the city.

“I appreciate the progress 
and the decision of the com-
pany to invest in the develop-
ment of shopping malls from 
the first project to the third 
project in Phnom Penh.

“on behalf of the Phnom 
Penh administration, I sup-
port, welcome and encourage 
investment in all service busi-
nesses in the city.

“We also support trade co-
operation and opening the 
investment environment to 
be more attractive and trust-
worthy to businesses and in-

vestors,” he said. 
cambodian Valuers and es-

tate Agents Association Presi-
dent chrek Soknim told the 
Post on Wednesday the south-
ern satellite city – ING city 
– will become an attractive 
commercial hub for invest-
ment in commercial buildings 
in the future because the sub-
urbs have large plots of land 
for real estate development.

“the mall will be a retail 

centre that attracts people 
from takhmao town and 
Dangkor districts residents 
to shop and it will encourage 
more people to come and live 
in the 60m street area.

“this area is already a com-
mercial location where land 
prices are already high, so land 
prices will continue to rise in the 
future. this area has the Aeon 
Mall 3 project and new con-
dominium projects and land 

here costs more than $3,000 per 
square metre,” he said.

the council for the Devel-
opment of cambodia (cDc) 
in December approved AeoN 
Mall to invest $289.6 million in 
the 174,000sqm satellite ING 
city project, which is sched-
uled to open in 2023.

Aeon Mall 1 had a capital 
investment of about $205 
million and Aeon 2 an in-
vestment of $120 million. It 

opened in June 2018 with a 
total area of about 68,000sqm 
in Sen Sok district.

Sreng said there are 263 bo-
rey buildings and 1,424 high-
rise buildings in Phnom Penh. 
In the first nine months of 
2020, 1,020 new construction 
projects were under develop-
ment with a total area of more 
than five million square me-
tres and capital investment of 
about $2.3 billion.

Hong Kong is world’s most unaffordable city
IN Hong Kong - the world’s most unaf-
fordable housing market - rents are 
staying exorbitantly high despite a 
severe recession, threatening to add a 
new source of discontent after months 
of political turmoil.

the economy is forecast to shrink by as 
much as 8 per cent this year and the 
unemployment rate is near a 15-year 
high, at around 6 per cent. Yet, home rents 

remain one of the world’s most expensive 
while pulling back about 9.2 per cent in 
August from the previous year.

High rents combined with the surge 
in joblessness are making it harder for 
blue-collar workers and those on the 
fringes of poverty to find and hold on 
to even meagre living spaces.

Housing inequality has long been a 
hot-button issue in Hong Kong, where 

tens of thousands live in tiny subdi-
vided flats that are sometimes so small 
they’re called cage-homes.

In a mid-year study, real-estate serv-
ices provider cbre Group reported 
that Hong Kong remains the world’s 
most expensive place to buy a prop-
erty. Monthly average rents in the city 
stayed the world’s third highest after 
New York and Abu Dhabi.

Hong Kong’s rents were estimated by 
cbre to be 7 per cent below New York’s 
last year, but they are more unaffordable 
because Hong Kong’s median income 
is just 35 per cent that of New York’s, 
according to calculations by bloomberg 
based on latest government data. 

Despite the drop in Hong Kong’s over-
all private residential rents in the past 
year, the plight of the underprivileged 
didn’t improve. the average rent for a 
bed space of 18 sq ft rose 15 per cent in 
August from a year earlier, according to 
a recent report by Society for commu-
nity organisation, a non-profit group.

A survey included in the report also 
showed that almost half of the 439 
respondents living in subdivided or 
caged homes said their landlords raised 
their rents in the past three years. A 
majority of the respondents also con-
sidered their rents expensive.

Hong Kong’s homeless situation has 
worsened during the coronavirus pan-
demic as low-wage workers, from 
cleaners to restaurant staff, have lost 
jobs, according to Ng Wai tung, com-
munity organiser at the non-profit 
Society for community organisation.

While there have been subsidies given 
to businesses, less has been done for the 
homeless, many of whom face a waiting 
list for hostels and rising hostel rents, he 
said. “they feel helpless and hopeless.” 

the utilisation rate of subvented hos-
tel places is about 80 per cent, accord-
ing to the government representative.

A study by the non-profit group 
found that 36.5 per cent of 104 respond-
ents said they started to become home-
less this year. THE STRAITS TIMES

GHb to 
subsidize 
housing 
loan rates 

The five-storey shopping mall will be located on the outskirts of the city and construction will take 27 months. SuppLIED

Hong Kong remains the world’s most unafforable housing market despite an economic downturn. Afp

www.phnompenhpost.com
cHecK THe posT websiTe 
for breaKing news
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Apartment for Rent
Located at west of Independence 
Monument, 2 bedrooms, open 
living room, fully furnished, nice 
kitchen, lot of sunlight.
Price: $1,200/month

Apartment for Rent
Located at North West of Russian 
Market, 1, 2 and 3 bedrooms, open 
living room, fully furnished, nice 
kitchen and balcony. 
Price: $700, $900, and $1800/M

Apartment for rent
Located near Russian Market, 2 
bedrooms, open living room, bal-
cony, fully furnished, nice kitchen, 
lot of sunlight. 
Price: $1,200/month

Renovated apartment for rent 
Located: Near Royal Palace
2 bedrooms, well renovated, 
Fully furnished, good security, 
many facilities around.  
Price: $750/month

Garden Villa for rent in BKK1
2 floors, 5 bedrooms, spacious 
living room, fully furnished, big 
kitchen and balcony. Good for 
residence or office.
Price: $7,000/month

Villa for rent in North Bridge 
Very big garden, 5 bedrooms, 
large living room, fully furnished, 
western kitchen, big balcony, 
very safe and quiet.
Price: $3,500/month 

Villa for rent 
Located in Sangkat Boeung Pro-
lit, Khan 7 Makara, 6 bedrooms, 
living room, kitchen, many facili-
ties around, safe and quiet.
Price: $5,000/month

Modern villa for rent 
In Grand Phnom Penh, 5 bed-
rooms, large living room, modern 
designed, fully furnished, modern 
kitchen, big balcony.
Price: $1,700/month

Villa for rent in Bassac Garden City
2 floors, 4 bedrooms, large living 
room, fully furnished, modern 
kitchen, big balcony,  
safe and quiet.
Price: $3,500/month

Villa for rent next to BBK1
7 bedrooms, large living room, 
partially furnished, big balcony, 
some trees, very safe 
and quiet. 
Price: $3,000/month

Office space for rent
On main street, size from 
200sqm to 400sqm, 7 floors,  
2 lifts, parking, open space,  
very safe.
Price: $14/sqm 

Office space for rent 
Located at west of Olympic 
Stadium, size from 840sqm to 
500sqm, 2nd floor, 2 lifts, park-
ing, open space, very safe.
Price: $16/sqm 

Shophouse for rent near AEON 2
Located in borey The Premier 
Land near AEON 2, 
6 bedrooms, good for office  
and business.
Price: $1,500/month

Shophouse for rent 
Located in Borey Penghout The 
Star Diamond, Road 60m, 
Land size:4.5m x 20m, 
House size: 4.5m x 12m, 
Price: $1,200/month

APARtMENt fOR RENt/SAlE VillA fOR RENt OffiCE SPACE /ShOPhOuSE fOR RENt

089 200 300  
012 390 390tel: 

Address: #394 - 396 (Home City Building), Street 71, 
Chamkarmon, Phnom Penh, Cambodia
Email: info@towncity.com, www.towncity.com

Email : info.epiagency@gmail.com
http://www.easypropertyrealty.com
#19DE0, St. 172, Sangkat Chey Chomnes, Khan Doun Penh.
Tel: 015 777 586 / 061 777 586 / 011 777 587

#35, Street.P10D, Borey Peng Huoth The Star Polaris 1, 
Sangkat Niruoth, Khan Chbaampov, Phnom Penh,  
E-Mail: info@katappraisal.com  / www.katappraisal.com
089 888 366, 089 888 277 | 089 888 377, 089 888 755

link house for sale
Land size :  4.1m x 14m
House size :  4.1m x 12m 
Location :  Borey Leng Navatra 
Sangkat Chaom Chau 
Price: $67,000 (Negotiable)   

Shop house for sale at Borey Peng 
huoth Boeung Snor
Land Size :  4.5m x 21m 
House Size : 4.5m x 14m
Location : Sangkat Niroth 
Price: $290,000 (Negotiable)  

flat for sale
Land size :  4.2m x 20.5m 
House Size :  4.2m x 13m 
Location :  Borey Lim Chheanghak  
Veal Sbov
Price: $69,800 (Negotiable) 

Olympia condo SOhO type for sale  
Size : 45Sqm 
Location : Sangkat Orussey,  
Khan 7 Makara
Phnom Penh
Price : $13,000 (Negotiable)
   

Villa lC1 for sale
Land Size : 5.2m x 14m 
House Size : 5.2m x 7m 
Location : Chea Sophara, Borey Peng 
Huoth The Star Premier
Price: $84,500 (Negotiable)  

twin Villa for sale at Borey Peng 
huoth PC market
Land Size : 6m x 16m
House Size : 6m x 12m 
Location : Chak Ang Re Luer 
Price : $385,000 (Negotiable)

land for sale
Land Size: 11.5m x 150m
Title: Hard
Location: Prek Eng 
Chbar Ampov, Phnom Penh
Price: $400/m2

land for sale
Land size: 17,089m2 
Location: Dang Kao
Phnom Penh
Cambodia
Price: $180/m2 (Negotiable)

land for sale 
Land: Size 32m x 54m
Location: Chaom Chau
Khan Porsenchey
Phnom Penh
Price: $350/m2

land for sale
Land size: 16m x 22m 
Location: Prek Eng 
Chbar Ampov 
Phnom Penh
Price: $120,000

flat house for sale
Land size: 4m x 22.5m
House size: 4m x 15m
Location: Khan Russey keo
.Phnom Penh
Price : $183,000

two flat houses for sale
Land size: 4.5m x 21m
House size: 4.5m x 16m
Location: Russey keo
Khan Porsenchey
Price: $98,000 (per flat)

Grade A office outlook
-  Near ISPP and 60M
-  Size from 32m2 
-  Price starts from usd 7/m2

-  Air conditioning  
 and carpets 
-  Motor bike and car parking space  
 available

TATY 1381 

TATY 1529
Mini Warehouse and affordable office package 
-  National Road 2, behind Hun Sen Boulevard(60M),  
 10 minutes drive to Aeon 1.
-  warehouse size from 132m2 to 3,000m2

-  warehouse price starts from USD 3/m2 
-  office size from 24 m2 
-  office starts from USD 5/m2

- 24 hrs security team and surveillance camera

012 72 32 72

TERRATEX DEVELOPMENT



A SECURITY flaw in an internet-con-
nected male chastity device could 
allow hackers to remotely lock it – 
leaving users trapped, researchers 
have warned.

The Cellmate, produced by Chinese 
firm Qiui, is a cover that clamps on the 
base of the male genitals with a hard-
ened steel ring, and does not have a 
physical key or manual override.

The locking mechanism is control-
led with a smartphone app via Blue-
tooth – marketed as both an anti-
cheating and a submission sex play 
device – but security researchers have 
found multiple flaws that leave it vul-
nerable to hacking.

“We discovered that remote attackers 
could prevent the Bluetooth lock from 
being opened, permanently locking 
the user in the device. There is no 
physical unlock,” British security firm 
Pen Test Partners said on Tuesday.

“An angle grinder or other suitable 
heavy tool would be required to cut 

the wearer free.”
The firm also found other secu-

rity flaws in the Cellmate – listed for 
$189 on Qiui’s website – that could 
expose sensitive user information 
such as names, phone numbers, 
birthdays and location data.

“It wouldn’t take an attacker more 
than a couple of days to exfiltrate the 
entire user database and use it for black-
mail or phishing,” PTP’s Alex Lomas 
wrote in their report on the device.

“A number of countries have 
oppressive laws that may expose 
users of these types of devices to 
unwarranted interest from law 
enforcement and bigots.”

Qiui did not immediately respond 
to request for comment.

PTP said it reached out to Qiui in 
April this year, identifying the flaws.

Qiui fixed most of the issues by 
updating the software, but left the 
older version active and its users still 
vulnerable, PTP added, saying other 

researchers had found similar issues.
Such smart sex toys and devices are 

among the wave of new “internet of 
things” products and appliances intro-
duced in recent years that are online and 
capable of being operated remotely. 

Their connectivity has also made 
them vulnerable to security breaches 
and privacy violations.

In 2017, the Canadian maker of a 
smart vibrator agreed to a multi-

million-dollar settlement after it was 
sued for collecting sensitive user 
information, though it did not admit 
any wrongdoing.

Next year, cybersecurity firm SEC 
Consult reported multiple vulnera-
bilities that hackers could exploit to 
hijack and control a smartphone-
controlled vibrator called Vibratissi-
mo. Sensitive user data was also left 
exposed. AFP
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Kyrgyzstan PM resigns dur-
ing post-vote chaos
l KYRGYZSTANI Prime Minister 
Kubatbek Boronov resigned on 
Tuesday after widespread unrest 
pushed the country’s electoral body to 
cancel the results of Sunday’s 
parliament elections. 
Boronov, an ally of pro-Russian 
President Sooronbay Jeenbekov, was 
replaced by a nationalist politician that 
protesters released from jail the day 
before.
Unrest over the vote left almost 700 
hurt and one dead and appeared to 
be spreading on Tuesday to other 
parts of the country, raising concerns 
from Russia which has a powerful 
influence in the ex-Soviet country 
wedged between China and 
Kazakhstan. 
Kyrgyzstan’s Central Electoral 
Commission said it had “invalidated 
the election results” which saw parties 
close to Jeenbekov dominate results 
amid accusations of mass vote-buying.
The results sparked a tumultuous on 
Monday night in the capital Bishkek, 
with protesters seizing government 
buildings and freeing high-profile 
politicians from prison, including 
former president Almazbek Atambayev. 
The new prime minister, Sadyr 
Japarov, was elected during an 
extraordinary meeting in a hotel after 
protesters seized the parliament 
building, the parliamentary press 
service said. 
Russian President Vladimir Putin’s 
spokesman Dmitry Peskov told 
reporters that the Kremlin was 
“certainly concerned” over the unrest.
Russian military authorities said they 
had beefed up security at their base 
outside the capital.
The US meanwhile called on all sides 
to “refrain from violence and resolve 
the election dispute through peaceful 
means”. AFP

Navalny urges EU entry bans 
on Putin’s ‘close circles’
l RUSSIAN opposition leader Alexei 
Navalny on Wednesday urged the EU 
to impose tough targeted sanctions 
including entry bans against key 
figures in or backing Vladimir Putin’s 
government over his poisoning.
In an interview with “Bild” daily, the 
Kremlin critic took aim directly at 
Valery Gergiev, chief conductor at the 
Munich Philharmonic, citing the 
musician as someone who should be 
held to account for his unapologetic 
backing for Putin.
“He is the perfect example. Such 
people must be put under pressure,” 
said Navalny, who is recovering in 
Berlin from the poisoning.
“People like him must be slapped 
with entry bans and you know what? 
99 per cent of Russians would 
welcome that.”
Navalny stressed that any embargo 
should not hurt the general Russian 
population. 
Rather, “the most important is to 
impose entry bans against those 
profiting from the regime and to 
freeze their assets,” said Navalny.
“Oligarchs and high ranking officials, 
Putin’s closest circles,” he said.
Germany has said lab tests have 
provided “unequivocal” proof that 
Navalny was poisoned with the Soviet-
era nerve agent Novichok. 
France, Sweden and the Organisation 
for the Prohibition of Chemical 
Weapons (OPCW) have confirmed the 
results.
Germany said it is working with 
European partners to decide on what 
action to take. AFP

US House lawmakers appeal for 
breakups of Big Tech ‘monopolies’
A 

US House of Representa-
tives panel in a report on 
Tuesday accused four Big 
Tech firms of acting as 

“monopolies”, calling for sweep-
ing changes to antitrust laws and 
enforcement that could potentially 
lead to breakups of the tech giants.

But the report by the House Judi-
ciary Committee failed to win the en-
dorsement of Republican members, 
highlighting a partisan divide despite 
widespread criticism of the firms.

The 449-page document concluded 
that Amazon, Apple, Facebook and 
Google “engage in a form of their own 
private quasi regulation that is unac-
countable to anyone but themselves”.

“Companies that once were scrap-
py, underdog startups that chal-
lenged the status quo have become 
the kinds of monopolies we last saw 
in the era of oil barons and railroad 
tycoons,” the report said.

The report follows an investiga-
tion of more than 15 months and 
hearings this year with the top exec-
utives of the four firms, in parallel to 
antitrust probes being led by federal 
and state enforcers.

Judiciary Committee chairman 
Jerrold Nadler and antitrust sub-
committee chairman David Cicil-
line said in a joint statement that the 
tech firms “each possess significant 
market power over large swaths of 
our economy” and have “exploited 
their power of the marketplace in 
anti-competitive ways.”

The report suggests moves which 
could lead to breakups of the big firms, 
calling for “structural separations” to 
prohibit companies from competing 
on platforms they operate.

Also recommended was a require-
ment that platforms allow “interop-
erability” with competitors and 
regulations aimed at preventing ac-

quisitions that hurt competition.
Amazon pushed back in a blog post, 

arguing that “the presumption that 
success can only be the result of anti-
competitive behavior is simply wrong”.

“Amazon accounts for less than 
one per cent of the $25 trillion global 
retail market and less than four per 
cent of retail in the US. Unlike indus-
tries that are winner-take-all, retail 
has ample space for many winners,” 
the e-commerce giant said.

Big Tech backlash
The report’s findings reflect a 

growing backlash against the firms, 
which have extended their market 

dominance even during the corona-
virus pandemic.

But while Democrats have assailed 
the growing power of tech platforms, 
Republicans have decried what they 
consider bias by the Silicon Valley 
firms against conservatives.

Highlighting the partisan divide 
on tech regulation, Republican pan-
el members declined to endorse the 
committee’s findings this week.

“Big Tech is out to get conserva-
tives,” Representative Jim Jordan 
said as the report was issued.

“Unfortunately the Democrats’ par-
tisan report ignores this fundamental 
problem and instead advances radical 

proposals that would refashion anti-
trust law in the vision of the far left.”

Matt Schruers of the Computer & 
Communications Industry Associa-
tion, a trade group which includes 
some of the large tech firms, said the 
lawmakers had failed to understand 
the digital economy.

“If the goal is simply to knock down 
successful US businesses, then perhaps 
this plan would score a hit,” he said.

“But if the goal is to benefit con-
sumers, which has until now been 
the standard for antitrust policy, it is 
hard to see how this would do any-
thing but invite regulators to micro-
manage business models.” AFP

Judiciary Committee chairman Jerrold Nadler makes a joint statement  following an investigation of more than 15 months and 
hearings this year. POOl/AFP

A security flaw in an internet-connected male chastity device could allow hackers to 
remotely lock it, security researchers have warned. AFP

‘Smart’ male chastity 
device vulnerable to 
locking by hackers
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Virus affects nearly 32M Vietnamese workers 
A

S of September, 31.8 
million above-15-
year-old labourers in 
Vietnam were nega-

tively affected by the covid-
19 pandemic with either 
job losses, reduced working 
hours and income or rota-
tional leave, according to the 
country’s statistics bureau on 
tuesday.

Up to 68.9 per cent of the 
workers reported lower in-
come, 40 per cent suffered 
cuts to working hours or were 
put on temporary rotational 
leave, while 14 per cent lost 
their jobs or were furloughed 
indefinitely, the General Sta-
tistics office (GSo) said dur-
ing a press briefing on the la-
bour situation in the country 
in the third quarter.

GSo head Nguyen thi 
Huong said most industries 
impacted by the covid-19 
pandemic had shown “signs 
of recovery” in the third quar-
ter, with better job situation 
and workers’ income in this 
period compared to the sec-
ond quarter but not as good 
as last year’s third quarter.

the total workforce of the 
country as of the third quar-
ter of this year reached 54.6 
million, up 1.4 million com-
pared to the second quarter 
where a record drop was re-
corded as the country started 
enforcing border closures 
and nationwide lockdowns 
to combat the spread of the 
coronavirus.

While this represents a “re-
covery of the workforce”, GSo 
noted that the number still 
fell short of the third quarter 

last year by 1.1 million.
the drop was highest in 

rural areas, said Vu thi thu 
thuy, head of GSo’s popula-
tion and labour statistics de-
partment.

During 2016-19, on average, 
within the first nine months 
of the year, the country’s 
workforce rose one per cent 
compared to the same period 
the year before.

Without covid-19 and pro-
vided that the same rate is ap-
plied this year, the economy 
could have had 1.8 million 
more workers by this time, 
thuy said.

“In other words, the coro-
navirus pandemic might have 

stripped 1.8 million people of 
the chance to work this year,” 
she added.

As many as 1.2 million peo-
ple in Vietnam lost their jobs, 
down 63,000 from the second 
quarter but still 148,200 high-
er than last year.

the service sector was the 
hardest hit by the pandemic, 
with nearly 70 per cent of the 
workers affected, followed by 
66.4 per cent of the workers in 
the industrial and construc-
tion sector.

Vietnam’s agriculture, for-
estry and fisheries sector 
fared better with only 27 per 
cent of the workforce impact-
ed by the pandemic.

Some hardest hit indus-
tries include entertainment 
and arts, with 88.6 per cent of 
workers affected, followed by 
hospitality and food and bev-
erages (81.7 per cent), trans-
portation and storage (79.7 
per cent), administrative and 
supporting services (72.7 per 
cent), processing and manu-
facturing (70.1 per cent), au-
tomobile wholesale and retail 
and repairs (68.5 per cent), 
education and training (68.5 
per cent), and real estate ac-
tivities (67.8 per cent), ac-
cording to the GSo.

With the resumption of 
most of socio-economic ac-
tivities, workers’ income in 

the third quarter also saw an 
improvement compared to 
the second quarter but still 
paled in comparison to the 
same period last year.

Average monthly income 
in the third quarter of 2020 
reached VND5.5 million 
($238), up VND258,000 com-
pared to the second quarter 
but VND115,000 lower than 
last year.

Average monthly income of 
male workers was 1.4 times 
higher than that of female 
workers (VND6.3 million and 
VND4.6 million, respectively), 
GSo reported.

the average income of 
workers in urban areas was 
1.5 times higher than that in 
rural areas (VND7 million 
and VND4.8 million, respec-
tively).

overall, in the first nine 
months of this year, the av-
erage income of employees 
decreased by 1.5 per cent – 
about VND83,000 – over the 
same period last year.

the income of workers in 
most industries decreased; 
of which, the largest cuts 
were seen in administrative 
activities and support ser-
vices (down by 6.5 per cent), 
accommodation and food 
services (5.9 per cent), and 
transportation (4.9 per cent).

Meanwhile, some indus-
tries have reported increased 
income – information and 
communications, up 1.7 per 
cent, and health and social 
assistance, up 3.3 per cent.

overall, in the first nine 
months of this year, rural 
workers and female workers 

were still the groups most sig-
nificantly affected by the im-
pact of the covid-19 pandemic 
with the decrease in the labour 
force of these two groups com-
pared to the same period last 
year being 3.2 per cent and 2.3 
per cent, respectively.

Average monthly income 
of informal sector workers in 
the first nine months of this 
year was VND5.5 million, 1.5 
times lower than the monthly 
average income of those in 
the formal sector (VND8.4 
million).

compared to the same pe-
riod last year, the monthly av-
erage income of formal sector 
workers decreased by 1.9 per 
cent, while the income of in-
formal sector workers went 
down by 0.8 per cent.

GSo’s report also noted that 
specific support packages 
should be developed to tar-
get vulnerable groups – such 
as female workers, workers 
with no technical expertise 
or those in informal sectors 
– to help them find jobs and 
contribute to the national 
economic recovery efforts, 
alongside stimulus packages 
and policies supporting busi-
nesses and production estab-
lishments in the hardest hit 
industries.

While Vietnam is one of the 
few economies in the world 
to report positive GDP growth 
in the third quarter, with the 
covid-19 situation largely un-
der control, but the 2.62 per 
cent increase marks a historic 
low not previously seen in the 
2011-20 period. VIET NAM NEWS/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK

brunei top waste generator in ASeAN
tHe waste sector in brunei Darussalam 
accounts for only 0.001 per cent of the 
total greenhouse gases emission, though 
the country’s waste generation is the 
highest in the ASeAN region.

brunei Darussalam generates around 1.15 
kg of waste per capita per day and the dis-
posal of this waste mainly ends up at land-
fills. Year 2019 marked the highest waste 
generated at 263,669  metric tonnes.

the increased demand for energy and 
material consumption and the growing 
number of businesses and industries 
due to population growth will eventu-
ally lead to an increase in waste genera-
tion. this will cause the landfill to fill up 
earlier than projected.

the Sungai Paku engineered Landfill Site, 
based on the current waste generation, will 
reach its full capacity in less than 10 years.

the growing concern on the country’s 
rising waste generation and proper 
approach of addressing the issue were 
underscored by Deputy Minister of 
Development Dato Seri Paduka Ar 
Awang Haji Marzuke bin Haji Mohsin 
as the guest of honour at the opening 
ceremony of operational Document 
taskforce (oDtF) Workshop for brunei 
Darussalam National climate change 
Policy (bNccP) Strategy 7 on Waste 
Management at Atria Simpur Hall of 
Public Works Department on tuesday.

As a country with a relatively small 
resource base, to achieve sustainability 
both economically and environmentally, 
the deputy minister said: “We are still 
compelled to attain holistic sustainabil-
ity in a balanced manner. It is under-
standable that each and every one of us 
has our own strength and limitation with 
different capabilities and capacities in 
facing and addressing waste issues.

“We need to find a solution in the form 
of an integrated action plan or roadmap 
document that is doable and fit for pur-
pose to our national circumstances. I 
learnt that three key areas discussed in 
the workshop are how to promote and 
implement waste minimisation through 
3r (reduce, reuse and recycle), how to 
pursue and adopt waste-to-energy tech-
nologies as the option to address land 
take issue, and lastly how to increase pub-
lic education and awareness in 3r-related 
initiatives and programmes.

the oDtF was established to formulate 
a strategically coordinated, comprehen-
sive and coherent roadmap that includes 

a detailed long-term action plan, key ena-
blers, timeline, detailed KPIs, as well as 
monitoring and reporting mechanisms to 
achieve effective implementation of the 10 
bNccP strategies which are industrial 
emissions, forest cover, electric vehicles, 
renewable energy, power management, 
carbon pricing, waste management, cli-
mate resilience and adaptation, carbon 
inventory, and awareness and education.

the first draft of the bNccP operation 
Document is expected to be finalised by 
the end of october, to be reported to the 
brunei Darussalam National council on 
climate change. BORNEO BULLETIN/ASIA NEWS 

NETWORK

Vietnam’s agriculture, forestry and fisheries sector fared better than other sectors with only 27 per cent of 
the workforce impacted by the pandemic. afp

Brunei Darussalam generates around 1.15kg of waste per capita per day and the disposal of this 
waste mainly ends up at landfills. afp

PHILIPPINe media giant 
AbS-cbN corp is returning to 
free-to-air television in Metro 
Manila and nearby provinces 
after sealing an alliance with 
the tV network of eddie Vil-
lanueva, the influential evan-
gelist and founder of Jesus is 
Lord church.

AbS-cbN will begin airing 
entertainment programmes 
and movies starting october 10 
on the newly rebranded “A2Z” 
— previously known as Zoe 
tV channel 11 — following an 
agreement to lease airtime from 
Villanueva’s Zoe broadcasting 
Network Inc, both companies 
announced on tuesday.

the deal ends months of 
speculation on how AbS-cbN 
will revive its core television 
business after the Duterte 
administration followed 
through with previous threats 
and ordered the company to 
shut down its free television 
and radio broadcasts on May 
5 — a day after its 25-year 
franchise expired.

Members of the House of 
representatives allied with 
President rodrigo Duterte 
eventually denied AbS-cbN’s 
bid for a new franchise on 
July 10, forcing the company 
to retrench thousands of em-
ployees and significantly scale 
back business operations.

the shutdown affected tens 
of millions of viewers and lis-
teners across the country.

the agreement with Zoe 
broadcasting allows AbS-
cbN a path to recapture some 
viewers on free tV after a five-
month absence. Following 
the shutdown of broadcasts, 
AbS-cbN was limited to its 
online and pay tV platforms.

“AbS-cbN and Zoe are com-
mitted to work together to 
provide entertainment, public 
service programmes, and edu-
cational content to the public,” 
AbS-cbN said in its statement.

on its website, Zoe broad-
casting was described as a 
“christian, family-oriented and 
wholesome television and radio 
broadcasting” company operat-
ing over the past two decades.

Its franchise covers AM ra-
dio in calamba, VFH channel 
11 in Mega Manila and UHF 
tV channels 33 in Mega Ma-
nila and Puerto Princesa city 
in Palawan.

AbS-cbN rival GMA Network 
had previously aired GMA News 
tV’s analog signal on channel 
11 until their blocktime deal ex-
pired on June 5, 2019.

A Zoe broadcasting spokes-
person said the rebranding 
to A2Z only covered Zoe tV 
channel 11.

Zoe broadcasting said the 
channel would “serve viewers 
with uplifting and inspiring 
shows of life, love and hope, 
educational programmes, local 
and foreign movies”. pHILIppINE 

DaILY INQUIRER/aSIa NEWS NETWORK

AbS-cbN returns to free 
tV starting october 10
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Opinion

t
He number of covid-19 cases 
continues to increase rap-
idly in Indonesia, while some 
Southeast Asian neighbors are 

beginning to live normally and moving 
closer to winning the battle against the 
pandemic. Almost every day, Indonesia 
continues to peak off the chart in the re-
gion, which comes as no surprise at all.  

taking a step back, when the pan-
demic began to take the world by 
storm, some countries were adept at 
tackling the pandemic, while Indone-
sia responded slowly and even looked 
reluctant to announce the current 
state. As a consequence, covid-19 
transmission escalated, while lax 
health protocols saw many adopt a 
terserah (whatever) attitude, as they 
felt frustrated by the government’s in-
consistent policies. 

Looking at the prolonged health 
crisis, we cannot dismiss the striking 
similarity as to how the government re-
sponds to environmental problems. In-
donesia’s long-standing environmental 
problems, such as climate change, air 
and water pollution and deforestation, 
have been placed on the back burner, 
putting us in a state of terserah.  

these environmental problems are 
no less important than covid-19 and 
require an immediate response, as 
they may increase the risk of a future 
pandemic. With great aspiration, this 
pandemic could steer Indonesia into a 
green recovery, and that merits a dis-
cussion on how to address the existing 
environmental challenges after learn-
ing from our covid-19 experiences. 

the agonising experience of dealing 
with covid-19 thus far should be a call to 
be extra mindful that there are environ-
mental concerns that are equally worth 
our attention. However, a major draw-
back is that the government seems con-
fident that everything is under control.  

Indonesian Health Minister terawan 
Agus Purwanto assured the public late 
in January that Indonesia was more 
than ready to handle the outbreak 
and he even repeatedly stated that 
there was no danger, as the coronavi-
rus was just like a common cold. 

Seven months later, by the end of 
September 2020, Indonesia had re-
corded the highest case number and 
death toll in Southeast Asia. 

this exactly reflects the existing en-
vironmental challenges we face today. 
Indonesia’s neglect and its overconfi-
dence and that environmental prob-
lems are under control are completely 
misplaced and should stop. 

Ironically, unlike covid-19, Indone-

sia’s environmental problems are not 
unprecedented. We have the annual 
Jakarta floods that no governor has 
ever coped with.  

Another interesting case that is similar-
ly alarming is the seasonal haze. For more 
than two decades, the smog greets every-
one every year on a not-so-happy morn-
ing, as many continue to set alight forests 
and farmland because it is the cheapest 
way of clearing land for plantation. 

each of these environmental prob-
lems records new worst cases almost 

every year, which has left Indonesians, 
again, with a terserah mentality. 

covid-19 has plunged the world 
into a recession. the Indonesian gov-
ernment therefore prioritises the eco-
nomic recovery over the pandemic. 
Similarly, the choice of prioritising 
the economy over the environment is 
not a foreign concept here. 

For instance, the seasonal haze is 
a result of the large-scale develop-
ment of peatlands, which started in 

the 1960s as a result of population 
and land pressure for agriculture. but 
this environmental problem, which 
impacted the wellbeing of the people, 
was commonly seen as an acceptable 
trade-off for economic growth. 

A new plan to develop food estates 
further indicates the government’s 
option for the economy over the envi-
ronment. the project will tentatively 
clear 900,000 hectares of land in cen-
tral Kalimantan, and if not handled 
properly, could be a beacon to anoth-

er disaster waiting to happen. 
According to a study published in 

2002, the amount of carbon dioxide 
Indonesian forest fires spewed into 
the atmosphere in 1997 equaled 13 
to 40 per cent of the average annual 
global emissions from fossil fuels. 

Surely, we should not have to en-
dure a severe environmental crisis in 
the future. 

therefore, if President Joko “Jokowi” 
Widodo could give an advice on local 

covid-19 restrictions during a cabinet 
meeting at the State Palace to not rush 
shutting down a city, regency or certain 
area based on data to make a more ef-
fective policy, it is equally fair to demand 
of his administration that we should not 
rush in shutting down a forest or certain 
area without a comprehensive environ-
mental impact assessment. 

No one can predict what crises we 
will face in the future, but the number 
of fatalities and material losses can be 
lessened if we have well-devised and 
science-based policies. this can also 
be done through community pre-
paredness on handling the disaster 
and in acting quickly and boldly. 

Let this covid-19 be a lesson 
learned, so as to secure a sustainable 
and resilient future.  

Finally, the economic recovery is not 
easy given socioeconomic pitfalls.  

As the government is pursuing post-
pandemic recovery with greater inclu-
sivity, resilience and sustainability, it is 
our hope that the same applies to ad-
dressing the environmental challenges.  

the world is a better place when we 
see each other’s smile – not covered 
by a mask. THE JAKARTA POST/ANN

The writer is external economic relations 
officer at the ASEAN Secretariat

Covid-19 and environmental
challenges – two sides of a coin 

Many continue to set alight forests and farmland because it is the cheapest way of clearing land for plantation. AFP

For more than two decades, the 
smog greets everyone every year 

on a not-so-happy morning

opinion
Rahmat Hidayat Efendi
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creativity & Innovation
exploring 
the capital’s 
secrets with 
Urban tales
Roth Sochieata

H
oMe to intricately 
decorated bud-
dhist temples, 
French colonial 

buildings, historical monu-
ments and unique Khmer 
architecture, Phnom Penh 
boasts a rich culture worthy 
of exploration.

While many city dwellers 
might overlook the beauty 
of the colourfully congested 
capital, some expats and 
travellers have been busy 
searching out secret locations 
and hunting the city’s hidden 
treasures through an interac-
tive game that plays out like a 
detective investigation.

Urban tales, a series of 
quests designed to bring out 
everyone’s inner Sherlock Hol-
mes, was created by Ubiquest, 
an urban game and event 
agency with offices in Ho chi 
Minh city, Vietnam; Lisbon, 
Portugal; and Phnom Penh.

In Vietnam, Ubiquest’s of-
ferings include a quest to hunt 
for an electronic safe in Ho 
chi Minh city, an app-based 
scavenger hunt, a vintage car 
ride quest, an exploration of 
the forgotten Mui Ne bay, ad-
venturous crime scene inves-
tigations, a role-playing game 
called deadly casino, and ur-
ban food and flavour runs.

After a five-year run of suc-
cess in Vietnam, Ubiquest 
landed in cambodia.

emeline beneult, a product 
manager at Ubiquest, tells The 
Post: “Urban tales was the first 
product of Ubiquest in cam-

bodia which was introduced 
about two years ago.” 

the company offers live-
action games with scripted 
events and improvisation 
workshops for international 
companies in need of team-
building events, private 
groups and individuals.

According to beneult, Urban 
tales participants are tasked 
with finding the missing notes 
of Anatole Pasquier, a French 
explorer from the 19th century. 

During his 11-month expe-
dition to cambodia in 1881, 
he wrote descriptions and 
drew pictures of various plac-
es in the Kingdom. In June 
the same year, he had to fetch 
supplies in Phnom Penh, 
where he spent only one day.

beneult, who has worked 
in cambodia’s tourism in-
dustry for four years, says: 
“our games will immerse the 
players in a scenario in which 
they will be the main actors. 
It’s a walking tour mixed with 
an escape game and a trea-
sure hunt during which they 
need to find statues.” 

Urban tales offers two daily 
departures – one at 8:15am 
and one a 9:15am – and par-
ticipants are expected to walk 
about 3km and complete the 
game in around three hours.

the mission starts at the 
National Library with an in-
troduction by a specialist 
working for the Department 
of Archaeology at the royal 
University of Fine Arts. 

Participants are then asked 
to search for an ancient relic 
and bring it to the Depart-

ment of Archaeology.
beneult says: “the aim is to 

take the participants out of 
their daily routine while of-
fering them new experiences. 
they can explore Phnom 
Penh’s old district at their 
own pace and experience the 
city differently.”

the game is ideal for groups 
of five to six and each team 
starts with clues, a compass, 
a map and a roadbook.

If they get stuck, the players 
can contact the game’s host to 
receive a hint. Several actors 
are stationed across the city 
to assist the players in their 
quest and lead them through 
bustling streets, unique neigh-
bourhoods, mysterious build-
ings and ancient temples. 

beneult says the game has 
attracted a sizable group of 
curious travellers despite 
travel restrictions caused by 

the pandemic, and the feed-
back has been positive.

“they are happy to see new 
activities in Phnom Penh. 
Some have said this was a 
great way to explore the city 
and discover surprising places 
that they may not have known 
about before,” she says.

the players are excited to dis-
cover new parts of the city and 
have fun with their friends.”

to give back to the commu-

nity, Ubiquest pays local fami-
lies to engage with the game’s 
participants at secret spots 
throughout the adventure. 

Ubiquest’s efforts earned 
them the first prize for the 
entrepreneur category of the 
French business Awards com-
petition in 2016. 

In 2017, it was shortlisted 
as one of the most innova-
tive start-ups in the Mekong 
region for their Urban tales 
concept. the company was 
also invited to attend a Me-
kong Innovative Startups in 
tourism (MISt) event.

Ubiquest hosted a tuk-tuk 
Quest on october 3, during 
which four-member teams 
completed five challenges to 
compete for one night in an 
executive suite at the rose-
wood Phnom Penh. 

beneult says: “During covid 
we didn’t have much to do, so 
our director thought it was a 
good opportunity to create 
something new. that’s when 
the tuk-tuk Quest came up.” 

Ubiquest’s Urban tales 
is located at 60 Monivong 
blvd, Phnom Penh. For more 
information, email: pnh@
urban-tales.com or visit 
https ://urba n-ta les.com/
phnom-penh/.

Urban Tales offers curious city dwellers the chance to take part in an interactive scavenger hunt which takes them around the capital. supplied

If participants get stuck, they can contact the host for a helpful hint. supplied

The real-life drama includes local actors to assist participants along the way. supplied Teams are given clues, a compass, a map and a roadbook at the start of their quest. supplied
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Oktoberfest instrument
  5 Oscar presenter’s take
  9 Rye grass disease
 14 Burden 
 15 Diamond Head locale
 16 New Zealand native
 17 What “if tree falls in forest” has
 20 Parthenon’s site
 21 Made a memo
 22 They’re put in food
 23 Sign for the superstitious
 25 No, in a circle
 28 Hardly ordinary
 29 Brass or bronze, e.g.
 31 Campus VIP, slangily
 33 Like fairy-tale dragons, eventually
 34 “But will it play in ___?”
 35 No longer in existence
 38 “Play something else!”
 39 Broadcast
 40 Colors crudely
 41 Middle ear bone
 42 Bagpiper’s headwear
 45 It may be spotted in a tree
 46 Excessive criticism

 47 Make a silhouette
 49 The best
 52 Marinara and bechamel
 53 They’re cast over the ocean?
 57 Overly full
 58 Floor
 59 VIP in the UAE
 60 Door fasteners
 61 Piquant flavor
 62 Baglike structures in animals
DOWN
  1 Beefsteak or cherry
  2 One way to stand
  3 Plumb tuckered out
  4 Positive attribute
  5 Some deliveries
  6 Shake one’s tail  
  7 “Caught you!”
  8 Ambulance item
  9 Discharge
 10 One may be on its last leg
 11 Comedian Whoopi
 12 Valuable find 
 13 “Whether ___ nobler ...”
 18 Asthmatics’ needs
 19 Huge amount of bricks

 23 Gallimaufry
 24 Western state
 26 X or Y, in math
 27 Swedish rug
 30 How workaholics often work
 31 Place for a statue or a hero
 32 Large crucifix
 33 Arrogant one
 34 Land of the alpaca
 35 Chew like a rat
 36 Some eye doctors
 37 Many a “Li’l Abner” character
 38 Tokyo, pre-Tokyo
 41 Greenest around the gills
 42 Port on Commencement Bay
 43 Acid found in vinegar
 44 Partners of Mmes.
 46 ___ Tuesday (Mardi Gras)
 48 Game essentials
 50 Hard to comprehend
 51 Front and back
 52 Belted out a tune
 53 Burning remnant
 54 Living Nativity sound
 55 Airport stat.
 56 Woman’s hairstyle

“LOST IN TRANSLATION” 

Wednesday’s solution

Wednesday’s solution

e
DDIe VAN HALeN, 
the guitar virtuoso 
whose group is con-
sidered one of the 

greatest rock bands of all 
time, died on tuesday follow-
ing a long battle with cancer, 
his son announced.

“I can’t believe I’m having 
to write this, but my father, 
edward Lodewijk Van Halen, 
has lost his long and arduous 
battle with cancer this morn-
ing,” Wolf Van Halen wrote in a 
message on twitter with a pic-
ture of the rocker who was 65.

“He was the best father I could 
ever ask for,” he added. “every 
moment I’ve shared with him 
on and off stage was a gift.

“My heart is broken and I 
don’t think I’ll ever fully re-
cover from this loss. I love you 
so much, Pop.” 

born in the Netherlands 
and raised in california, Van 
Halen founded the rock group 
with his older brother Alex in 
the early 1970s and quickly 
earned a fan base.

He was famous for what 
became known as “finger tap-
ping” – playing the guitar with 
two hands, like a piano.

He was also known for his 
guitars, including one named 
Frankenstein which he pieced 
together from parts of other 
instruments.

Among the group’s classics 
are Jump, Panama, Runnin’ 
with the Devil, and the guitar 
solo Eruption.

“ed’s a once- or twice-in-a-
century kind of guy. there’s 
Hendrix and there’s eddie 
Van Halen,” friend and gui-
tarist Jerry cantrell of Alice in 
chains said during Grammy 
weekend in January 2019. 
“those two guys tilted the 
world on its axis.”

Van Halen has sold more 
than 75 million albums and 
has more number one hits on 
the mainstream US rock chart 
than any other artist, accord-
ing to the band’s label. 

the group’s album 1984 was 
to be the band’s high point, 
giving them their only num-
ber one single Jump.

‘Didn’t drink to party’
the creative tension within 

the band boiled over during 
the 1984 tour, with eddie Van 
Halen and original frontman 
David Lee roth falling out. 
roth left the band in April 
1985.

one of his gripes with eddie 
Van Halen was reportedly the 
rocker’s outside work that in-
cluded providing the lead-in 
guitar for Michael Jackson’s 
1983 smash hit Beat It. 

However, Van Halen an-
nounced a reunion tour in 
2007 with roth performing 
with the group for the first 
time in 22 years.

Another tour planned in 
2012 had to be cancelled after 
eddie Van Halen had to un-

dergo emergency surgery.
but the band reunited again 

in 2015 for an extensive North 
American tour.

eddie Van Halen was known 
to have health problems that 
would interfere with his work 
for years.

He underwent hip surgery in 
1999 and had part of his tongue 
removed in 2000 after being di-
agnosed with cancer, likely be-
cause of heavy smoking.

Although he was declared 
cancer free following the sur-
gery, the American tabloid 
news site tMZ reported ear-
lier this year that he had been 
going to Germany for throat 
cancer treatment. 

His drug abuse and heavy 
drinking contributed to his 
2007 divorce from tV actress 

Valerie bertinelli after 16 
years of marriage.

“I was an alcoholic, and I 
needed alcohol to function,” 
he said in a 2015 interview 
with Billboard magazine. 

‘Guitars weeping everywhere’
“I didn’t drink to party. Al-

cohol and cocaine were pri-
vate things to me. I would 
use them for work. the blow 
keeps you awake and the al-
cohol lowers your inhibitions. 
I’m sure there were musical 
things I would not have at-
tempted were I not in that 
mental state.”

tributes from some of the 
biggest names in the music 
world poured in tuesday fol-
lowing news of his death.

“I’m just devastated to hear 
the news of the passing of my 
dear friend eddie Van Halen. 
He fought a long and hard 
battle with his cancer right to 

the very end. eddie was one 
of a very special kind of per-
son, a really great friend. rest 
In Peace my dear friend till we 
meet again,” black Sabbath’s 
tony Iommi tweeted.

“Sad to hear eddie Van 
Halen has passed away. A 
guitar innovator with a fierce 
spirit of musical and techni-
cal exploration. Prayers and 
thoughts with his family and 
friends,” Yusuf/cat Stevens 
tweeted.

Songwriter Diane Warren 
said in a tweet that “guitars 
are gently weeping every-
where. Shred In Power eddie 
Van Halen.”

the rocker is survived by his 
second wife Janie Liszewski 
and his son, as well as his first 
wife bertinelli. AFP

rock legend eddie 
Van Halen dies after 
long battle with cancer

He was the best father I could 
ever ask for. Every moment  

I’ve shared with him on and  
off stage was a gift

Eddie Van Halen was considered to be one of the greatest and most unique rock guitarists to ever live. GETTY 
IMAGES NORTH AMERICA/AFP



AUSTRALIA demolished New Zea-
land by 232 runs in the third wom-
en’s one-day international to equal 
the world record of 21 consecutive 
ODI victories set by Ricky Ponting’s 
all-conquering men’s team in 2003.

After smashing their way to 325 
for five off their 50 overs at Bris-
bane’s Allan Border Field, the Aus-
tralians then bowled New Zealand 
out for just 93 to record their big-
gest ever win against the Kiwis.

Australia dominated all aspects 
of the match from the outset, with 
Rachael Haynes (96) and Alyssa 
Healey (87) putting on an opening 
partnership of 144.

Annabel Sutherland (35), Ash 
Gardner (34) and Beth Mooney (29 
not out) chipped in to set the visi-
tors an imposing target.

New Zealand were never in the 
hunt, particularly after they lost 
captain Sophie Devine in the first 
over for a duck.

There was some resistance from 
Amy Satterthwaite, who smashed 
41 from 49 balls, but the rest of the 
New Zealand line-up folded meekly 
to hand Australia an easy victory.

Captain Meg Lanning, who was rested 

from Wednesday’s match with a ham-
string strain, said equalling the world 
record was a special achievement.

“It’s a really special effort, especially 
over a long period of time,” she said.

“To win 21 on the trot is some-
thing to be really proud of, and the 
way we have swept this series has 
been something that has given us a 
lot of pleasure.”

The win gave Australia a 5-1 
overall series win, with the New 
Zealanders winning the third T20 
international on September 30.

Haynes, who stood in for Lan-
ning as captain on Wednesday, was 
named player of the series after a 
string of high scores.

“I thought the Kiwis bowled well to 
start,” she said. “The great thing about 
this ground is the longer you spend out 
in the middle, the easier it gets. 

“It was great to set a platform from 
where we could launch at the end.”

New Zealand’s Devine was bitterly 
disappointed after the match.

“It’s a tough one – I thought in 
the second game, we showed we 
can compete with the best in the 
world,” she said. “Today we just 
didn’t show up.” afp

L
EBRON James scored 
28 points as the 
Los Angeles Lakers 
moved to within one 

win of a 17th NBA champion-
ship on Tuesday with a 102-96 
victory over the Miami Heat.

Humbled by Miami in game 
three on Sunday, James and 
the Lakers came roaring back 
in a hard-fought defensive 
battle that was finely balanced 
until Los Angeles pulled away 
in the closing minutes.

The win leaves the Lakers 3-1 
up in the best-of-seven series, 
meaning they can clinch the 
championship with victory in 
game five in Orlando on Friday.

“It felt like both teams were 
desperate, understanding the sit-
uation they had put themselves 
in,” James said afterwards.

“Trying to get every extra pos-
session, execute offensively, not 
to make mistakes defensively, 
that’s what it was all about.”

James started slowly but 
clicked in the second half to 
lead the scoring while provid-
ing eight assists and hauling 
down 12 rebounds.

Anthony Davis meanwhile 
finished with 22 points, while 
Kentavious Caldwell-Pope 
chipped in with a vital 15 
point contribution.

Caldwell-Pope’s tally includ-
ed a three-pointer and a layup 
in the closing stages that put 
the Lakers seven points ahead 
with two minutes remaining.

Davis then drained only his 
second three-pointer of the 
night with 39.5 seconds left 
on the clock to give the Lakers 
a 100-91 lead and effectively 
seal the contest.

Butler, the 40-point hero of 
Miami’s win on Sunday, was re-
stricted to 22 points, frustrated 
throughout by a commanding 
defensive display from Davis.

“He challenges me every 
night, I challenge him every 
night,” James said of Davis. 

“We have to do things to help 

our team win, defensively, and 
offensively, and he did that to-
night – he was spectacular.”

‘Moments of truth’ 
Miami coach Erik Spoelstra 

said the game had been de-
cided in key moments in the 
closing stages.

“There was some moments 
of truth there at the end, and 
probably the bottom line is 
they won those moments of 
truth,” Spoelstra said.

“It came down to making 
plays. They just made more 
plays and more shots to seal it.”

An attritional contest saw 
defenses on top throughout, 

with Miami containing the 
threat of James and Davis for 
long periods.

James in particular strug-
gled to generate his usual 
rhythm throughout the first 
half, giving up five turnovers 
and scoring just eight points.

The Lakers looked to have 
built a head of steam towards 
the end of the first quarter, 
edging into a 27-22 lead after a 
Kyle Kuzma three-pointer and a 
driving layup from Alex Caruso.

But Miami responded swiftly 
at the start of the second quar-
ter, transforming a five-point 
deficit into a 33-29 lead after 
Jae Crowder’s three-pointer.

Butler, meanwhile had 
started smoothly, going five-
from-five in the first quarter 
to move into double figures.

Despite Miami’s defensive 
efforts, the Lakers were still 
able to carve open a series of 
good looks, only for off-target 
shooting to let them down.

Nevertheless the Lakers had 
inched into a two-point lead 
at half-time at 49-47.

In the third quarter, James’ 
shooting from distance im-
proved, his first three-pointer 
of the night coming with a 29-
foot effort to put the Lakers 
ahead at 55-54.

A Danny Green bucket was 

followed by a driving layup from 
James and the Lakers had sud-
denly moved into a 59-54 lead.

James made another long-
range three shortly afterward 
to put the Lakers 62-57 up 
with 6:44 left in the third.

Davis’s first three-pointer of 
the game from 28 feet put the 
Lakers seven points clear with 
two minutes left in the third.

The Los Angeles big man 
closed the quarter with four 
free throws to leave the Lak-
ers five points clear heading 
into the fourth.

The Lakers maintained that 
advantage for much of the 
fourth quarter.

Tyler Herro’s three-point jump 
shot cut the Lakers lead to one 
point at 76-75, but three free 
throws from Markieff Morris 
followed by a superb fadeaway 
from James stretched the Los 
Angeles cushion to six points 
midway through the fourth.

Butler raised Miami’s hopes 
after tying it at 83-83, but 
the Lakers pulled away with 
Caldwell-Pope’s three-pointer 
transition followed by a layup 
to make it 95-88 with two 
minutes left on the clock.

Rajon Rondo’s layup was 
then followed by a Davis crucial 
three-pointer with 39.5 seconds 
left which sealed the win. afp
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Lakers on brink of 17th NBA championship 

LeBron James scored 28 points as the Los Angeles Lakers moved to within one win of a 17th NBA championship on Tuesday with a 102-96 victory over the Miami Heat. afp

Australia women 
thrash New Zealand

Australia demolished New Zealand by 232 runs in the third women’s one-day international. afp
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A
rGeNtINe 12th seed 
Diego Schwartzman 
defeated US open 
champion and third 

seed Dominic thiem in a five-
hour epic on tuesday to reach 
the roland Garros semi-fi-
nals, his first ever Grand Slam 
last-four appearance.

the 28-year-old Schwartz-
man triumphed 7-6 (7/1), 
5-7, 6-7 (6/8), 7-6 (7/5), 6-2 
and will face either 12-time 
champion rafael Nadal or 
Italian teenager Jannik Sinner 
for a place in the final.

It was one marathon too 
many for thiem, the runner-up 
in Paris for the last two years, 
who had needed five sets and 
three and a half hours to down 
world number 239 Hugo Gas-
ton in the fourth round.

the 5ft 7in (1.70m) 
Schwartzman’s success came 
on the same day that com-
patriot Nadia Podoroska, the 
world 131, reached the last-
four of the women’s singles.

“Dominic is one of the great 
players. He is my best friend 
and I have a lot of respect for 
him,” said Schwartzman.

“So this win is very important 
for me. In the second and third 
sets, I was going a little crazy 
and I was screaming at myself 

because I had so many chances.
“but, come on, I deserved to 

win tonight,” added Schwartz-
man who defeated Nadal in 
the rome quarter-finals on 
the eve of the French open.

thiem had been attempt-
ing to reach a fifth successive 
semi-final in Paris.

However, despite crunch-
ing 65 winners to his oppo-
nent’s 47, he committed 81 
unforced errors in a match 
which featured 19 breaks of 
serve and at five hours and 
eight minutes was the second 
longest of the tournament.

“I was over the limit today,” 
said thiem.

“At the net I just told him that 
he deserves it. I think he’s for the 
first time top 10 with that win. 

“that’s also great achieve-
ment.”

Schwartzman recovered 
from a break down in the 
65-minute first set to sweep 
through the tiebreaker.

but thiem kept hammering 
away forcing the Argentine to 
save seven break points in the 
ninth game of the second.

the Austrian broke through 
for a 6-5 edge before wrap-
ping up a 71-minute set.

In a tie of dramatically fluc-
tuating rallies, eight breaks of 

serve punctuated the third set.
Schwartzman even had a 

set point but couldn’t convert 
and thiem pounced in the 
breaker to sneak ahead.

the Argentine blinked again 
in the 10th game of the fourth 
as three more set points went 
begging, but he clung on, 
snatching the breaker after a 
73-minute set.

by this stage, they had been 
on court for over four and a 
half hours.

However, a weary thiem 
was broken in the sixth and 
final game of the decider as 
Schwartzman celebrated be-
coming the 10th Argentinian 

man to make the semi-finals 
of a major.

Late night for Nadal 
the epic match meant that 

Nadal and Sinner were facing a 
late night as they had to wait for 
the day’s second women’s quar-
ter-final between Iga Swiatek 
and Martina trevisan to finish.

It was 9pm when they got 
underway.

Nadal is in the quarter-finals 
for the 14th time, dropping just 
23 games in four rounds despite 
his pre-tournament prediction 
that he was facing his toughest 
ever roland Garros due to the 
slow autumn conditions and 

the new, heavier balls.
His form is hard to gauge 

as his opponents have been 
ranked 83, 236, 74 and 213.

the 34-year-old Spaniard, 
playing his 100th match in 
Paris where he has lost just 
twice, can equal roger Feder-
er’s record of 20 Grand Slam 
titles with victory in the final.

However, standing in his way 
of a 13th semi-final in Paris is 
Sinner, the Italian 19-year-old 
who has made a mockery of his 
world ranking of 75 to become 
the youngest men’s Grand 
Slam quarter-finalist since No-
vak Djokovic in Paris in 2006.

on his way, he has knocked 

out belgian 11th seed David 
Goffin in the first round fol-
lowed by a last-16 defeat of Ger-
man sixth seed and US open 
runner-up Alexander Zverev on 
the back of 39 winners.

Sinner, a champion skier 
in his youth before opting for 
tennis, is also the first player to 
reach the last eight on his ro-
land Garros debut since Nadal 
lifted the trophy in 2005.

“It’s not the easiest thing to 
play Nadal at  roland Garros. the 
record he has here, I think no-
body can beat that. He is super 
confident,” said Sinner who now 
has two top 10 wins after beating 
Stefanos tsitsipas in rome. afp

Demare wins Giro d’Italia in thrilling photo-finish 
FreNcHMAN Arnaud Demare won 
a photo-finish sprint for the fourth 
stage of the Giro d’Italia on tuesday, 
as team Ineos leader Geraint tho-
mas withdrew from the race with a 

fractured pelvis.
Groupama-FDJ rider Demare beat 

Slovak Peter Sagan by just a tiny margin 
in a thrilling battle to the line after 3hr 
22min in the saddle over 140km from 

catania to Villafranca tirrena, in Sicily.
Demare said to win he had ‘thrown 

his bike’, a move where a sprinter 
sits back from the saddle and push-
es the cycle forwards a few inches.

“behind my dad’s scooter I often 
train for that last push,” said Demare. 

“today it paid off but I wasn’t sure 
that I’d won when I crossed the line. 
It was so tight. It’s fantastic to have 
won a Giro stage already in the first 
days of the race.”

It was hard on Sagan, who also 
came second on tuesday.

For 29-year-old Demare it was a 
second stage win after last year in his 
fourth Giro participation. 

the French champion now counts 
72 career wins including 11 this sea-
son including the Italian semi-clas-
sic Milano-torino.

on the final day in Sicily, Deceun-
inck-Quick Step’s Joao Almeida 
retained the overall leader’s pink jer-
sey and bagged two bonus seconds in 
an intermediary sprint to pull ahead 
of ecuadorian Jonathan caicedo.

Almeida said: “I tried to go for the 
time bonus at the intermediate 
sprint, I can be fast in a small group. 
I am very happy to wear the Maglia 
rosa another day.”

Ineos downward spiral 
but thomas and Ineos’s misfortunes 

continued as the british rider was 
forced to withdraw before the start of 
the stage with a fractured pelvis.

the 2018 tour de France winner’s 

crash on Monday cost him more 
than 11 minutes at the arrival at 
Mount etna in Sicily, and saw him 
drop from third to 53rd overall.

“It’s so frustrating,” said the 34-year-
old, who fell hard on his left side after he 
cycled over a discarded water bottle dur-
ing the pre-race parade on stage three.

“I’d put so much work in to this race.
“I did everything I could and feel 

like I was in just as good, if not better 
shape, than when I won the tour. I 
was feeling really good. So for it just 
to end like this is gutting.”

thomas has never been successful 
in his four Giro starts, but this is his 
earliest withdrawal, having also 
pulled out before the 13th stage in 
2017, five days after a fall.

Ineos’ doctor Phil riley said scans had 
“revealed a small undisplaced fracture in 
the lower part of the pelvis which wasn’t 
picked up on the X-rays yesterday”.

“As a precaution he will be with-
drawn from the race as it’s an injury 
that could easily be aggravated.”

It was also another blow for Ineos 
after their disappointing tour de 
France where defending champion 
egan bernal withdrew.

Wednesday’s fifth stage moves to 
mainland Italy, in calabria in the foot 
of Italy, covering 225km from Mileto 
to camigliatello Silano. afp

Argentine 12th seed Diego Schwartzman defeated third seed Dominic Thiem in a five-hour epic on Tuesday to reach the semi-finals. afp

The pack makes its way in the Giro d’Italia 140km stage from Catania to Villafranca Tirrena, in Sicily. afp

Schwartzman 
shocks thiem 
in five-hour 
quarter final
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