
Khouth Sophak Chakrya

P
RIME Minister Hun 
Sen is urging re-
gional officials and 
relevant ministries 

to take steps to address 
problems related to flood-
ing. The call came after rain-
induced floods have killed 
three and forced another 
1,100 families to leave their 
houses in the past week.

In a plenary meeting of the 
Council of Ministers on Fri-

day, he said: “In response to 
flooding, ministries and sub-
national administrations have 
to take steps to protect resi-
dents in villages. They must 
do whatever it takes to rescue 
residents and keep property 
damage to a minimum.”

Meanwhile, Minister of In-
terior Sar Kheng, who is also 
chairman of the National 
Road Safety Committee 
(NRSC), instructed Phnom 
Penh and provincial gover-
nors on Sunday to block traf-

fic on heavily flooded roads 
to prevent accidents.

“If roads are flooded 3-4 deci-
metres, block traffic because 
there is a risk to human life and 
damage to roads,” he said.

Pursat provincial governor 
Mao Thonin told The Post 
on Sunday that he is leading 
forces to block some flood-
ed roads in the province in-
cluding National Road 5. 

Besides blocking roads, 
his forces have helped de-
liver sandbags to block wa-

ter and used boats, motor-
boats and army trucks to 
transport affected residents 
to higher ground. 

“At this time, our authorities 
are still on the water. We are 
continuing to check out the 
situation and will continue to 
transport people as needed,” 
he said.

Mol Thorn, head of the 
Battambang Provincial Ad-
ministration, told The Post 
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China’s Wang Yi touches down 
in Cambodia, set to sign FTA
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Gov’t approves $12.8B projects

PM urges measures 
as floods kill three 

Thou Vireak

THE Council of Ministers ap-
proved the draft of a $12.8 bil-
lion three-year rolling pub-
lic investment programme 
(2021-2023) at a Council of 
Ministers meeting on Friday 
to ensure the continued de-
velopment of public sector 
projects in the Kingdom.

The results of the meeting 
chaired by Prime Minister 
Hun Sen show that the gov-
ernment will use the invest-
ment to fund a total of 629 
projects. The government 
will spend $8.4 billion on 
203 ongoing projects and 
$4.4 billion on 426 projects 
as it works on implementing 
the National Strategic Devel-

opment Plan 2019-2023.
About 8.9 per cent of the to-

tal budget will be disbursed for 
social projects, 34.2 per cent 
for economic projects, 50.1 per 
cent for infrastructure projects 
and 6.8 per cent for services 
and inter-sector projects.

According to government 
spokesman Phay Siphan, 
the public investment pro-

gramme aims to present 
data on the high-priority 
projects, a policy set out in 
the government’s Rectangu-
lar Strategy Phase IV and a 
roadmap for the implemen-
tation of the policies set out 
in the National Strategic De-
velopment Plan 2019-2023.

ContInueD – page 3
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Bus-train 
collision 
kills 18 in 
Thailand
AT LEAST 18 people were killed 
and more than 40 injured in Thai-
land on Sunday when a freight 
train crashed into a bus taking pas-
sengers to a religious ceremony, 
officials said.

The morning collision, around 
50km east of the capital Bangkok, 
toppled the bus on its side and 
sheared off part of its roof.

Dozens of injured passengers 
were rushed to nearby medical 
facilities for treatment, said pro-
vincial hospital director Sombat 
Chutimanukul.

“Four are in critical condition 
and eight remain under observa-
tion” out of the 23 admitted to her 
hospital, she told reporters.

State Railway of Thailand gover-
nor Nirut Maneephan confirmed 
the death toll at the site of the 
crash to reporters.

Footage shared by a government 
department showed the bus edg-
ing from the road onto train tracks 
before a blue cargo train slammed 
into its side.

Early photos taken by rescue 
workers showed gnarled metal and 
debris, with bodies lying by the 
tracks and people’s belongings 
scattered around the scene.

Rescue workers lifted the injured 
on stretchers into nearby parked 
ambulances, and a crane arrived 
early in the afternoon to lift the 
vehicle off the tracks so that police 
could better assess the carnage.

There were some 60 passengers 
in the chartered bus travelling 
from neighbouring Samut Prakan 
province to a temple in Chacho-
engsao, said provincial governor 
Maitree Tritilanond.

They were planning to offer yel-
low robes to monks – a traditional 
ceremony held within a month of 
the end of Buddhist Lent, he told 
reporters.

Thai premier Prayut Chan-o-cha 
gave his condolences and instruct-
ed authorities to investigate the 
cause of the crash, a government 
spokesman said in a statement.

Such deadly accidents are com-
mon in Thailand, which regularly 
tops lists of the world’s most lethal 
roads, with speeding, drunk driving 
and weak law enforcement all con-
tributing factors.

Thailand has the second-highest 
traffic fatality rate in the world, 
according to a 2018 World Health 
Organisation report.

Though a majority of the victims 
are motorcyclists, bus crashes 
involving groups of tourists and 
migrant labourers often grab 
headlines. AFP

Military officers carry a baby as they evacuate people to higher ground. Rain-induced floods have killed three and forced another 1,100 
families to leave their houses in the past week. hun mAnet’s FAcebook PAge
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china’s Wang Yi touches down in Kingdom
Niem Chheng

S
tAte councillor and Minis-
ter of Foreign Affairs of the 
People’s republic of china, 
Wang Yi, arrived in cambo-

dia on Sunday for an official visit 
which will include a meeting with 
Prime Minister Hun Sen and other 
senior officials.

In his meeting with Minister of For-
eign Affairs and International cooper-
ation Prak Sokhonn, Wang will discuss 
bilateral cooperation as well as region-
al and international issues of common 
interest and concerns, the foreign 
ministry said in a press release.

three documents will be signed, 
including the cambodia-china Free 
trade Agreement (ccFtA), the ex-
change of Note for the Feasibility 
Study on the Project of Improvement 
for Preah Sihanouk Provincial referral 
Hospital and the exchange of Note for 
the Feasibility Study on the Project of 
the Municipal Sewerage System De-
velopment Project in Preah Sihanouk. 
the signing ceremony will be wit-
nessed by Hun Sen.

the press release said: “the offi-
cial visit of His excellency Wang Yi to 
cambodia will further strengthen the 
long-lasting relations of traditional 
friendship, solidarity, fraternity and 
fruitful cooperation between cam-
bodia and china in light of the un-
precedented global challenges of the 
covid-19 pandemic.”

china’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
said on Friday that Wang would visit 
four countries during his five-day 
overseas trip, starting with cambo-
dia, followed by Malaysia, Laos, and 
thailand. He would have a transit 
visit to Singapore on thursday. 

Wang will also meet Deputy Prime 
Minister Hor Namhong. Last tues-
day, Namhong led a meeting with 
members of the cambodia-china 

Intergovernmental coordination 
committee to review the imple-
mentation of various works, includ-
ing ccFtA, the construction and 
renovation plans of roads 71c, 31, 
33 and 41, and the development of 
agriculture modernisation, accord-
ing to his Facebook post.

the meeting also looked at the 
cooperation between china and 
the Ministry of Interior on the areas 
of social security, human resource 
development, sub-national coop-
eration and other issues at various 
institutions. 

Namhong’s Facebook post said 
many cambodian products will be 
exported to china in the near future, 
including 400,000 tonnes of rice, ba-
nanas, mangoes, cassava, durian, 
cashew nuts, rubber, sugar, Pailin 
longans, pepper, coconuts, dragon 
fruit and bird nest beverages.

Wang’s visit comes as the Penta-
gon in the US expressed concern 
about the recent demolition of the 
tactical command Headquarters 
(tcH) at the ream Naval base in 
Preah Sihanouk province. 

the Pentagon told reuters New 
Agency recently that it was concerned 
that the demolition may be tied to a 
cambodian government plan to host 
china’s military assets and personnel 
at the base.

the tcH will be relocated to Koh 
Preap about 30km away.

cambodia has clarified that the 
tcH relocation was due to an im-
provement plan and the develop-
ment of the ream Naval base. Last 
week, Hun Sen reiterated that ves-
sels from any country are welcomed 
to dock at the ream Naval base with 
prior request. 

Former opposition lawmaker 
ou chanrath said he believed that 
china and the US were contesting 
for power in Asia. He observed that 

china was working hard on diplo-
macy as it tried to turn cambodia 
into a “strategic point”, while other 
countries like Malaysia, thailand, 
Vietnam, Indonesia and Myanmar 
seem to be leaning towards the US. 

“For the free trade agreement, it 
will be mutually beneficial only if 
we have a strong position. the mat-
ter [revolves around] whether we 
gain many benefits or not. What we 
should be cautious [about] is import-
ing products from china because 
their products normally lack quality. 
our country could become the place 
where they throw away their junk. 

“So, if we are careful, we will gain 

benefits, and if we are careless, the 
trade [agreement] will bring reper-
cussions in the future,” he said.

Kin Phea, the director of the royal 
Academy of cambodia’s International 
relations Institute, said on Sunday 
that Wang’s official visit was not be-
cause of the US’ concern over the 
ream Naval base.

“However, during this visit, he will 
touch down on cambodia ahead of 
other countries, which shows that 
the relationship between cambodia 
and china is so deep. but I think we 
should not link his visit to the con-
cern of the US. More or less, it’s just 
a coincidence,” he said.

He said while cambodia-china 
relations are relatively close, one 
should not make such a comparison 
because it will not bring positive re-
sults for cambodia.

“cambodia needs relationships 
with all countries, whether it be with 
the US or china. If that relationship 
brings mutual interests with respect 
on sovereignty, territorial integrity, 
and independence, this would be 
good. but in intergovernmental rela-
tions, one must always think about 
national interests and balancing it 
with regional interests. but every-
body always places their national 
interests higher,” Phea said.

cambodia cracks down 
on money laundering
Orm Bunthoeurn

cAMboDIA investigated 140 
money laundering cases as of 
June and 22 were sent to court. 
Assets have been frozen in 
some cases and five have gone 
to trial, according to an 
announcement by the Ministry 
of Information on thusday.

the ministry quoted Anti-
corruption Unit chief om Yen-
tieng who said the government 
has relevant ministries and 
institutions to tackle the issue 
and confiscate goods in a 
timely and effective manner in 
line with the UN Anti-corrup-
tion guidelines and the Asia-
Pacific Group (APG).

Yentieng said APG requires 
cambodia to implement two 
points. the first is to strength-
en the capacity of judicial 
police officers, identify crimi-
nals and seize illegal goods. 
the second is to better man-
age and document the work 
that goes into stopping crimes, 
detaining offenders and freez-
ing laundered money to get 
cambodia off the Financial 
Action task Force (FAtF) Grey 
List.

“We have almost all the basic 
mechanisms required of us 
engage internationally and 
globally in the Anti-Money 
Laundering/combating the 

Financing of terrorism [AML/
cFt],” Yentieng said.

Under the AML/cFt, cam-
bodia is subject to the imple-
mentation of FAtF through 
APG.

the results of both inspec-
tions – the UN convention 
against corruption (UNcAc) 
and AML/cFt implementa-
tion – show shortcomings 
related to the seizure of crimi-
nal goods in cambodia. the 
inspections found that the 
country’s procedures for 
implementation, detention, 
asset freezing and confiscation 
are still limited, according to 
Fresh News.

Ministry of Justice spokes-
man chin Malin said on Sun-
day that in the past, the man-

agement and seizure of goods 
in cambodia generally fol-
lowed the rules of each sector.

“the general criminal offenc-
es in the special criminal code 
are in accordance with the laws 
in each sector, but there is a 
need for modernisation and for 
amending or preparing new 
laws,” he said.

Affiliated Network for Social 
Accountability (Ansa) execu-
tive director San chey said the 
management of the seizure of 
illegal goods in cambodia 
does not seem to have enough 
mechanisms, especially the 
means of seizure.

chey said he wants a review of 
materials and equipment con-
fiscated to be used in a targeted 
and transparent manner.

Chinese Minister of Foreign Affairs Wang Yi arrived in Cambodia on Sunday for an official visit. information ministry

council of 
Ministers 
approves 
draft laws
Voun Dara

tHe council of Ministers will 
send four draft laws to the 
National Assembly for approval 
after recently approving a draft 
of the 2019-2023 National Action 
Plan for Prevention of Violence 
Against Women and a draft of a 
three-year rolling Public Invest-
ment Programme (2021-2023).

According to a press release 
issued by the council of Min-
isters, one of the four draft 
laws concerns boundary pro-
tocols and land marker plant-
ing between cambodia and 
Vietnam.

Another bill deals with the right 
to cooperate on domestic flights 
from any ASeAN country and co-
terminal rights between airports 
in ASeAN member countries.

the third draft law covers 
implementation protocols of 
air transport services under the 
agreement of ASeAN frame-
works on services.

the fourth draft law involves 
a treaty on banning nuclear 
weapons. 

the press release said in the 
past, the government had laid 
out two phases of the draft of the 
2019-2023 National Action Plan 
to Prevention of Violence Against 

Women. the first phase was 
2009-2013 and the other was 
2014-2018.  

However, due to the rapid 
growth of society, information 
technology and globalisation, 
problems persisted. 

It said some cambodian 
women face physical, mental 
and economic violence at home, 
workplaces and communities. 
the main problem was attrib-
uted in general to gender ine-
quality and discrimination. 

the press release continued 
that a new plan was to be pre-
pared as a map for ministries, 
institutions, stakeholders in the 
national and sub-national lev-
els, civil society organisations, 
the private sector and media. 

they will continue to carry 
out work to prevent, stop, 
respond to and address vio-
lence against women more 
effectively and efficiently. the 
aim of the draft plan was to 
reduce all forms of violence 
against women. It contributes 

to promoting the value of 
morality, society, women and 
cambodian families aiming at 
promoting equity, inclusion 
and social harmony.  

consisting of seven chapters, 
it also aims to maximise wom-
en’s potential to participate in 
developing the nation. 

Prime Minister Hun Sen said 
at the meeting: “In the context of 
the covid-19 crisis, cambodia 
still maintains its financial man-
agement better than some coun-
tries. obviously, the government 
still has the ability to release a 
budget package for paying sala-
ries every two weeks for civil 
servants across the country.

“[the government] continues 
the cash handout programme 
for poor and vulnerable people 
who have been affected by the 
covid-19 disease as well as sup-
ports public investment pro-
grammes including building 
infrastructures, roads, canals 
and small-scale projects in local 
communities.”

Plenary meeting at the Council of Ministers on Friday. spm

Anti-Corruption Unit chief Om Yentieng. HonG mEnEa
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He added that accord-
ing to the evaluation of the 
implementation of the Na-
tional Strategic Development 
Plan 2014-2018 contained 
in chapter 2 of the National 
Strategic Development Plan 
2019-2023, some progress has 
been achieved while some 
challenges persist.

“Addressing these chal-
lenges requires more efforts 
to achieve annual economic 
growth of around seven per 
cent and priority directions 
that support the poor in ru-
ral areas, as well as agricul-
tural and rural development 
through the promotion of 
agricultural productivity and 
diversification, as defined 
in the rectangular Strategy 
Phase IV and the National 
Strategic Development Plan 
2019-2023.”

these tasks are the only pri-
ority that can provide imme-
diate and long-term benefits, 
as well as provide a rapid so-
cial security network for the 
poor, who mostly live in rural 
areas. the goal is also to in-
crease their purchase power 
and wellbeing by ensuring 
sustainable economic growth 
and promoting diversification 
and expansion of the wider 

economic base,” he said.
Lim Heng, vice-president 

of the cambodia chamber of 
commerce, said part of the 
government’s public devel-
opment budget comes from 
international development 
partners. Disbursing more 
funding for infrastructure 
development will further 
support local agriculture and 
tourism to grow to another 
level.

“We have a clear develop-
ment plan because our do-
nors also want to know about 
these plans to continue to 
provide more funds, and we, 
the private sector, are very 
supportive. Increasing the 
public investment size in in-
frastructure projects is good 
for the national economy and 
the private sector,” he said.

the draft of the public in-
vestment programme for 
2021-2023 has four chapters 
and 11 table lists.

Hun Sen said at the cabinet 
meeting that in the context of 
covid-19, cambodia has ben-
efited from sound financial 
management, with the govern-
ment being able to adequately 
release funds to support pub-
lic development programmes 
such as infrastructure con-
struction and small-scale proj-
ects at the local level.

‘Additional efforts 
needed to achieve 
7% annual growth’

over 300 back to work at cintri
Mom Kunthear

M
ore than 300 cintri (cam-
bodia) Ltd waste collec-
tion workers walked off the 
picket line and returned to 

their jobs on Saturday following a strike 
that started on october 2. 

Some returning workers, however, are 
still demanding the company meet cer-
tain demands, which include seniority 
and year-end payments.  

their return followed a letter issued on 
Saturday by the Arbitration council or-
dering them to resume work.  

Phnom Penh Municipal Hall spokes-
man Met Meas Pheakdey told The Post 
on Sunday that some strikers have not 
returned to work.

“the Phnom Penh Municipal Hall and 
the company will continue to coordinate 
with those workers who still protest,” he 
said.

tes rokaphal, secretary-general of 
the Ministry’s General Secretariat of the 
committee for the resolution of Strikes 
and Demonstrations, told The Post on 
Sunday that if workers still refuse to re-
turn to work on the orders of the Arbitra-
tion council, the council might drop the 
matter without taking worker demands 
into consideration.  

“the best choice is to stop this strike. 
the best and most peaceful approach is 
they look for a lawyer to represent them 
in talks while they continue to return to 
work,” he said.

rokaphal said the municipal hall’s an-
nouncement that it would recruit new 
workers was not wrong under the labour 
law concerning public services, includ-
ing rubbish collection, hospital services 
or services at airports.  

“they have to notify employers of a 
pending strike and negotiate internally 

until it goes to the Arbitration council. 
Sometimes, trade unions mislead work-
ers on the law. they cannot block basic 
public services,” he explained.

rokaphal used a private hospital as an 
example. 

“they [the hospital] cannot just leave 
patients and go on strike. It’s the same 
with rubbish collection services,” he said.

Lawyer Ly chantola has previously 
told The Post the law allows employers 
the right to recruit new workers to re-
place striking ones. 

“the service affects public order and 
public health,” he said.

tourism Federation secretary-general 
Mi Phan said most of the workers had 
yet to return because they still demand at 
least two points – seniority and year-end 
payments. He said if the company agrees 
to the points, they will return to work. 

“those who return to work are road 
sweepers. but cart pushers and rubbish 

truck workers still refuse to return to work. 
they are worried about job losses, but 
what they are most worried about is the 
loss of seniority. they have worked with 
the company for a long time and they de-
mand their seniority payments from 2008 
to 2019 be addressed,” he said.

rokaphal said the workers have every 
right to make demands, but how they 
went about the strike was wrong and 
poorly executed.

“Workers don’t know the law and oth-
ers led them astray with false promises. 
the unions promised the workers, for 
example, they would each get $10,000,” 
he said.

He said the company has yet to ter-
minate the employee contracts. If the 
workers demand that cintri terminate 
the contracts, it means that they dis-
solve the contracts on their own. If that 
happens, they only get last wages and 
unused annual leave.

Returning Cintri workers still have contract demands. Khuong Sreng VIA FAcebooK
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Flood fears
as rains go on 
Continued from page 1

on Sunday that flooded areas in 
Sampov Loun district and a large 
number of floods in Phnom Proek 
district had subsided, but in Kamrieng 
district, water still flooded houses, ru-
ined crops and killed animals. 

“our authorities are busy helping take 
residents to higher ground and provid-
ing food, tents and medicine,” he said.

thorn said lorries have been banned 
since Sunday to protect roads, including 
National road 5, until waters recede. 

banteay Meanchey provincial gov-
ernor Um reatrey said rain and flood-
waters flowing from streams in thai-
land had flooded houses in Malai, 
o’chrou and Mongkol borei districts.

“emergency steps are in place to 
evacuate residents from flooded 
areas. We have to think of residents’ 
safety first,” he said.

A primary report from the Nation-
al committee for Disaster Manage-
ment (NcDM) seen by The Post on 
Sunday noted rain-induced floods 
in the past week have killed three 
and another 1,100 families were 
forced to leave their houses. 

the report stated that from octo-
ber 1-10, floods have damaged roads 
in Phnom Penh and the provinces of 
Kandal, Svay rieng, Kampong chh-
nang, Pursat, battambang, Pailin, 
banteay Meanchey and Stung treng.  

Flooding has damaged nearly 
20,000 houses, affected over 38,000ha 
of rice crop and over 34,000ha of cash 
crops and damaged 33 schools. 

According to the report, battambang 
province has been the hardest hit. Au-
thorities have evacuated 498 families. 
In Pursat, 279 families were evacuated 
and 285 in banteay Meanchey. 

NcDM spokesman Khun Sokha 
said rain-induced floods do not 
generally cause serious damage and 
the floods do not last long. 

He said according to the forecast by 
the Ministry of Water resources and 
Meteorology, river waters are not like-
ly to flood low-lying areas. 

Authorities are also scrambling to  
to store water for the dry season. 

cameras to watch over Hun Sen blvd 

League for Democracy files Nec complaints

Long Kimmarita

P
oLIce have installed cam-
eras to measure vehicle 
speeds on Hun Sen boule-
vard in Phnom Penh after a 

decision was made to implement a 
40km/h speed limit. 

officials said the cameras and the 
speed limit are to prevent frequent 
accidents that have caused serious 
injury and death. 

Ministry of Public Works and trans-
port spokesman Pal chandara said on 
Sunday that limiting vehicle speeds to 
40km/h will make the road safer and 

is the result of a study by the ministry 
and the National Police. the speed 
limit will take effect this month.

“the reason we set the speed limit 
to 40km/h is this road is very dan-
gerous. If there is a crash it is usually 
very serious. therefore, we’ve limited 
the speed to 40km/h and employ po-
lice officers to fine drivers,” he said. 

He said authorities will continue to 
study and discuss whether that speed 
should be maintained or increased. 

National Police spokesman chhay 
Kim Khoeun said the goal is to pro-
tect lives. If the speed limit is not 
working out, the police will consider 

changing it again. 
“I just want to clarify that this lim-

it is to stop traffic accidents on the 
road. If we allow 80km/h, serious 
accidents will happen,” he said. 

Meanchey district deputy police 
chief chim Sopheak told The Post on 
Sunday that traffic enforcement is 
handled by the National Police. the 
police will enforce the law three to five 
days per week at different locations. 

“We want motorbikes and vehicles 
travelling on the road to do so at a 
lower speed and respect the traffic law, 
especially big trucks delivering sand. 
When there are cameras they are afraid 

the police will stop them,” he said. 
Kong Sovann, a technical adviser at 

the Ministry of rural Development, 
said there must be a specific study of 
people who use the road. He said along 
with limiting the speed, this particular 
road also needs safety improvement. 

He said if the road was safe, 
60km/h would be fine. In the fu-
ture, we have to look at the situa-
tion. If there are many students and 
schools and people walking, it could 
be reduced to 30km/h. 

Sovann said the Hun Sen boule-
vard is not safe enough to allow for 
higher speeds. 

Voun Dara

AFter more than 10 days 
of reviewing voter registra-
tion, the National election 
committee (Nec) and com-
mune councils received 15 
complaints regarding the is-
suance of identity card certi-
fications filed by the League 
for Democracy Party (LDP), 
according to Nec spokesman 
Dim Sovannarom on Sunday.

Sovannarom said 12 of the 
complaints were submitted 
to the Nec – one from Kam-
pong Speu province, one 
from Kampong thom, one 
from Kratie, two from Prey 
Veng and seven from Siem 
reap. three complaints were 
filed to commune councils 
in Kampong cham province 
and Phnom Penh. they were 
all filed by the LDP.

“these [12] complaints 
are related to the issuance of 
identity card certifications,” 
Sovannarom said.

Sovannarom said the Nec 
will resolve the issues. 

“the period for filing 
complaints is three days. 
the Nec resolves for five 
days and the council has 10 
days to resolve. We follow 

the procedures in force. the 
Nec must resolve all com-
plaints filed in accordance 
with the procedures of the 
law in force at each stage of 
the resolution,” he said.

LDP president Khem Veas-
na could not be reached for 
comment on Sunday. 

but LDP spokesman chen 
thon said as of Sunday, the 
party had not received any 
response from the Nec.

“We have a number of 
agencies across the country 
to monitor daily for the pe-
riod of 19 days from october 
1 to 19 to check for irregu-
larities in the Nec’s voter 
registration and registration 
process. It’s in order for this 
work to be done properly. 

“We found a lot of irregu-
larities, I cannot name all 
[of them], and we have de-
scribed in the complaint. We 
also found some irregulari-
ties that have not yet been 
written down in the com-
plaints,” thon said.

Korn Savang, the survey 
and advocacy coordinator at 
the committee for Free and 
Fair elections in cambodia 
(comfrel), said the duration 
of registering names was 

affected by floods and rain-
storms this year. 

He said the Nec should be 
prepared in advance in the 
event of such a disaster for 
future audits and voter reg-
istration.

Nec spokesman Hang 
Puthea said that among all 

the complaints, one has 
already been resolved. At 
present, the Nec is investi-
gating all complaints filed 
by the party.

“the complaints filed by 
parties are related to voter 
lists and communes and 
district council officials who 

perform poorly on checking 
the voter list,” he said. 

“Now I am looking into 
these complaints. Some-
times . . . the one who com-
plained is wrong. therefore, 
to find justice, the Nec has 
sent key officials to investi-
gate this matter,” he said.

Five charged in 
meth operation

THE Phnom Penh Municipal Court 
on Sunday placed three suspects 
in pre-trial detention after they 

were charged with trafficking drugs. 
Court spokesman Kuch Kimlong 

identified the three as Conth Abdul from 
Sierra Leone, Ogan Dimma Lgwe Linus 
from Nigeria and Cambodian Hean Lis. 

Authorities worked in collaboration 
with a shipping company to confiscate 
993.42g of methamphetamine the three 
had hidden in a book last Wednesday, 
after which they were arrested.

In a separate case, two suspects were 
also charged with trafficking drugs and 
sent to the Phnom Penh Municipal Court 
on Friday.

Chorn Makara, 31 and Tem Chimi, 
26, were charged with trafficking drugs 
after authorities confiscated 10 pac-
kages of methamphetamine weighing 
about 1kg, a scale and four phones last 
Tuesday. They were arrested in Kan 
Tok commune, in the capital’s Kambol 
district.

“The three suspects were charged 
and detained by the court already, 
while in another case involving two other 
suspects, the judge is questioning them 
following law procedure,” said the muni-
cipal court spokesman. 

The operation was carried out on 
orders from National Police chief Neth 
Savoeun and his deputy Mok Chito. SOTH 

KOEMSOEUN

The National Election Committe received 15 complaints filed by the League for Democracy Party (LDP), 
regarding the issuance of identity card certifications. NEc

Police have installed cameras to track vehicle speeds on Hun Sen Boulevard in Phnom Penh. HEaN raNgSEy
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recent floods unearth 
concealed explosives
Mom Kunthear

c
AMboDIAN Mine 
Action and Victim 
Assistance Authority 
(cMAA) secretary-

general Ly thuch has issued 
instructions on strengthening 
mine and explosive hazard 
prevention amid flooding.

Landslides caused by recent 
flooding have unearthed a 
number of mines and unex-
ploded ordnance (UXo), in-
cluding anti-personnel mines, 
anti-tank mines and explosive 
remnants of war.

thuch advised all provin-
cial mine action committees 
to strengthen measures to 

prevent dangers.
“All operators and institu-

tions must cooperate to regu-
larly keep track of areas fre-
quented by people.

“We must regularly inform 
people to be very careful 
about the dangers of mines 
and explosive remnants of war 
and to report to local authori-
ties, village chiefs, commune 
chiefs or demining operators 
when they see them,” he said.

thuch said it is up to the gov-
ernment to produce educa-
tional materials to reduce risk 
and work with community vol-
unteer network and teachers 
in the flood-affected areas.

there were 55 victims of 

UXo in the first nine months 
of this year, 16 of them died, 
according to a cMAA report 
released october 1. 

the report said 14 people 
were injured by anti-person-
nel mines, nine from land-
mines and 32 from explosive 
remnants of war. 

that figure is a decrease of 17 
per cent from the same period 
last year when there were 66 
victims.

the provinces most af-
fected are battambang, Pur-
sat, Preah Vihear, banteay 
Meanchey, Kampong thom, 
Kratie, Pailin, tbong Khmum, 
oddar Meanchey, Mondolkiri, 
Stung treng and Kandal.

Soth Koemsoeun

tHe Ministry of Health has issued a warning 
about a traditional “Khmer healer” in Svay 
rieng province’s Svay chrum district who 
claims to be able to cure leukaemia.

the ministry dismissed his claims as a lie, 
though patients and relatives are backing him.

In a press release issued on Friday, the min-
istry rejected “false information” posted on 
Facebook, which claims the healer can 100 
per cent cure leukaemia by drawing blood 
with a needle.

According to the release, treating leukaemia 
requires scientific and technical procedures 
by a qualified doctor, not a traditional treat-
ment not recognised by the ministry.  

the ministry warned citizens not to believe 
the false advertising as it can cause deadly 
infections like HIV, hepatitis b and hepati-
tis c which can be transmitted to others un-
knowingly. It urged the Svay rieng provincial 
authorities to take strict and drastic action 
against the healer.

Provincial health department director Ke 
ratha said the authorities confiscated evi-
dence and materials used by the healer to 
treat the disease on Saturday.

“His treatment carries a high risk of infectious 
diseases. So we cannot allow him to continue. 
At first, we saw him using traditional medicine 
for small procedures, but later he started doing 
large-scale procedures without permission or 
recognition of professionals,” ratha said.

reached by The Post for comment on Sun-
day, the healer’s son said his father, Huot 
chhoeun, had been treating leukaemia for 
more than 30 years. He said people in Svay 
rieng and other provinces often come to his 
father for treatment and most patients were 

completely cured.
He said his father used traditional Khmer herbs 

ground into small packages for the patients to 
mix with warm water to drink after his father 
used a needle to squeeze out the bad blood.

“My father’s treatment was completely con-
vincing, there was no lie. My father probably 
temporarily stopped treatment for leukaemia 
because the authorities and medical officials 
banned it. We do not dare oppose them. If 
they tell us to stop, we stop,” he said.

Sopha Sreymom, a 40-year-old resident of 
Kampong Speu province’s Samrong tong dis-
trict, said on Sunday she had been suffering 
from leukaemia for more than seven years. 
She sought medical treatment at well-known 
hospitals in Phnom Penh, Vietnam and thai-
land, but her condition did not improve.

She said her last choice was to come for 
treatment with Huot chhoeun. 

“My symptoms included hunger, fatigue, 
sweating and chills. No matter how hard I 
tried to eat I had no energy. I’ve spent almost 
$40,000 on doctors but did not recover. As the 
last option, I came to this Khmer healer. Now 
I am healed and my health is normal. others 
don’t believe it, but I do,” she said.

Kim Sarom

A man is due to appear at the 
Phnom Penh Municipal court 
on Monday after being arrest-
ed on Saturday for killing his 
co-worker with a hammer in 
Kilometre 6 commune, in the 
capital’s russey Keo district 
on Wednesday.

Deputy district police chief 
Iv chhunpheng said police 
finished questioning the sus-
pect on Saturday.

“I have already prepared the 
case,” he said. 

commune police chief 
Nhean Puthea said the 30-
year-old suspect and the victim 
were both workers at the cake 
House, a bakery located on Na-
tional road 5 in Kilometre 6. 

the victim was from Andong 
teuk commune, botum Sakor 
district, Koh Kong province. 

Puthea said the men had ar-
gued for months but there was 
no violence. on Wednesday 
morning, the victim went to 
drink beer and returned to the 
shop at around 8am. He spoke 
loudly making the suspect, 
who was trying to sleep, angry. 

Puthea said the suspect hit 
the victim in the head with a 
hammer twice before fleeing 
the scene. He said the fatal 
incident likely stemmed from 
the old feud between the 
men.

chea Vibol, the deputy head 
of the serious crime bureau at 
the Ministry of Interior, said 
on Sunday the suspect was 
arrested by his officers and 
Stung treng police on Satur-
day while he was hiding at his 
sister’s house in Stung treng 
town’s Stung treng com-
mune. 

Ministry bans 
traditional 
Khmer healer

baker kills co-worker 
with hammer in PP

The healer drew out ‘bad blood’ and gave patients a 
mix of traditional herbs. health mnistry

The suspect (pictured) had an ongoing feud with the victim and              
allegedly hit him twice with a hammer before fleeing. police

Landslides caused by recent flooding have unearthed a number of mines and unexploded ordnance. cmaa
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Business

Thou Vireak

c
AMboDIA and South 
Korea have produc-
tively concluded the 
third round of ne-

gotiations on a bilateral free 
trade agreement (FtA), which 
is expected to boost bilateral 
trade and investment once it 
enters into force.

Ministry of commerce 
spokesman Seang thay told 
The Post on Sunday that the 
talks concluded on thursday.

He said the two sides con-
tinued to negotiate for mar-
ket access and the text of the 
agreement, which comprises 
chapters on economic coop-
eration, trade in goods, rules 
of origin, product-specific 
rules, customs procedures 
and trade facilitation, and le-
gal and institutional issues.

“Negotiations on each 
chapter have yielded varying 
degrees of results, with the 
chapters on economic coop-
eration and product-specific 
rules being completely fina-
lised,” thay said.

Korean ambassador to 
cambodia Park Heung-kyeo-
ng was quoted by state-run 
news agency Agence Kampu-
chea Presse (AKP) as saying 
on tuesday that the FtA will 
shore up bilateral trade and 
encourage Koreans to invest 
more in the Kingdom.

He was speaking on the oc-
casion of Gaecheonjeol – also 
known as the National Foun-
dation Day of Korea – which 

celebrates legendary figure 
Dangun’s establishment of 
the first Korean state of Go-
joseon in 2333 bc, according 
to the 13th-century chronicle 
Samguk Yusa.

Park said that since the re-
establishment of diplomatic 
ties between the two coun-
tries in 1997, bilateral trade 
volume has increased nearly 
19-fold, from $54 million to 
$1 billion last year.

Korean companies are the 
second largest investors in 
cambodia, with more than 
200 firms actively operating 
in leading industries such as 

garments, agriculture and fi-
nance, he said.

“As a good mutually benefi-
cial partner, Korea will con-
tinue to promote more trade 
and investment,” Park said.

During a closed-door meet-
ing last week, Minister of 
economy and Finance Aun 
Pornmoniroth said the two 
sides are committed to con-
cluding FtA talks by the end 
of this year.

He said the deal aims to 
improve market access from 
both sides by reducing tariff 
and non-tariff barriers.

“Negotiations on the agree-

ment also illustrate the gov-
ernment’s firm commitment 
in its efforts to continue its 
push for economic integra-
tion into the region and the 
world, even in the headwinds 
of the current situation.

“We will gain a richer and 
better export market for our 
products,” Pornmoniroth said.

During a visit to South Ko-
rea in February, Prime Min-
ister Hun Sen said bilateral 
trade between cambodia and 
South Korea reached over $1 
billion last year, up more than 
36 per cent from $756 million 
in 2018.

May Kunmakara

cAMboDIA and Pakistan are 
committed to strengthening 
trade and investment ties, ex-
ploring opportunities across 
untapped markets, and 
boosting economic growth.

the comments were made 
during a meeting between 
Pakistani embassy in Phnom 
Penh charge d’affaires M 
Fahad-ur-rehman and cam-
bodia chamber of commerce 
(ccc) director-general Nguon 
Meng tech on Wednesday.

rehman noted that Pakistan 
opened its embassy in cambo-
dia in 2005, a year after then-

Prime Minister Mir Zafarullah 
Khan Jamali paid an official 
visit to the Kingdom and signed 
a cooperation agreement.

“the trade volume between 
cambodia and Pakistan is still 
low. therefore, the main pur-
pose of the meeting is to pro-
mote business relations between 
cambodian and Pakistani busi-
nessmen and promote better bi-
lateral trade relations,” he said.

Meng tech welcomed and 
expressed his full support for 
collaboration between the em-
bassy and the ccc in encour-
aging better business relations 

and exploring the possibil-
ity of organising joint business 
events, especially in conjunc-
tion with the chambers of com-
merce of the two countries.

During a visit to cambodia in 
November, Deputy Speaker of 
the National Assembly of Paki-
stan Qasim Khan Suri noted that 
the two countries have had long-
standing relations and that the 
Kingdom has been enjoying very 
strong growth over the years.

He said he wants to see 
increased economic coop-
eration between Pakistan and 
the Kingdom, as well as with 
other ASeAN countries.

Ministry of commerce 

spokesman Seang thay told 
The Post on Sunday that while 
cambodia-Pakistan trade is 
currently minimal, the two 
leaders’ commitment will 
create a new milestone to en-
hance economic cooperation.

“the two countries have to 
study what each other’s needs 
are and what kinds of products 
can be exchanged,” he said.

Data from the embassy of 
Pakistan shows that bilateral 
trade between the two coun-
tries reached $16 million in 
2011 and ballooned to $103.4 
million in 2012.

tHe eU-ASeAN business coun-
cil on thursday released its sixth 
Business Sentiment Survey, which 
showed that most european busi-
nesses based in the region see ASe-
AN as offering the best economic 
opportunities and most expect to 
expand in the next five years.

However, they cite supply chain bar-
riers, ASeAN economic Integration 
and FtAs as crucial areas to address.

Among the key highlights of this 
year’s survey are – 56 per cent of 
eU businesses plan to enter ASeAN 
markets, a slight drop from 61 per 
cent last year.

Sixty-five per cent of respondents 
favour thailand as the second-best 
alternative for expansion and eU-
ASeAN free-trade agreement, simi-
lar to previous years. Fifty-nine per 
cent of respondents in thailand 
are satisfied with the government’s 
covid-19 response.

Fifty-three per cent see ASeAN as 
the region with the best economic 
opportunity compared to 63 per cent 
last year. Forty-seven per cent are con-
sidering reorganising supply chains 
post-covid-19, with ASeAN, europe 
and china seen as top destinations.

Seventy-three per cent expect to 
expand current levels of trade and 
investment in ASeAN in the next 
five years, compared to 84 per cent 
last year. only two per cent feel the 
ASeAN economic Integration is 
progressing fast enough, versus six 

per cent last year.
only four per cent find ASeAN 

customs procedures speedy and 
efficient, versus eight per cent last 
year. Sixty-two per cent of respon-
dents who use supply chains report-
ed facing many obstacles to the effi-

cient use of supply chains in ASeAN, 
compared to 78 per cent last year.

Ninety-eight per cent said they 
want eU to accelerate free trade 
agreement (FtA) negotiations with 
the grouping, slightly higher than 96 
per cent last year. 

eU-ASeAN business council chair-
man Donald Kanak said: “this year’s 
survey confirms that ASeAN is still 
seen as the region of best economic 
opportunity, but as would be expect-
ed during the covid-19 crisis, the 
outlook for increased trade and in-
vestment shows signs of softening.”

this year’s survey asked which re-
gions in the post-covid era would 
attract more investment on supply 
chains. While ASeAN received the 
most votes, europe and china also 
received many.

Kanak added: “Almost half expect 
supply chains to be reorganised fol-
lowing covid-19. that makes the 
unfinished business on the ASeAN 
economic integration and progress 
on trade facilitation crucial to the 
region’s sustainable recovery from 
the economic downturn.”

chris Humphrey, executive direc-
tor of the council, said: “the mes-

sage from the survey is clear – ASeAN 
economic Integration appears to be 
at a standstill. ASeAN and its mem-
bers need to pick up the pace to meet 
the Aec blueprint 2025 goals.

“european businesses are now 
adjusting their strategy according 
to local environments, rather than 
waiting for substantial progress in 
regional economic integration.

“european businesses are also 
very concerned about the lack of 
progress on further FtAs with the 
ASeAN region, and in particular the 
long talked about region-to-region 
FtA which eight out of 10 see as po-
tentially delivering more benefits 
that a series of bilateral FtAs.”

the survey was conducted from 
April to July during the height of the 
pandemic and lockdowns in the re-
gion. In total, 680 respondents were 
recorded from european businesses 
in the 10 ASeAN member states.

respondents were either in the 
services or manufacturing indus-
tries, ranging from hospitality and 
tourism to the manufacture of phar-
maceuticals and medical equip-
ment. THE NATION (THAILAND)/ASIA NEWS 

NETWORK

third round of South Korea 
FtA negotiations concludes

Kingdom, Pakistan 
vow to enhance 
trade, investment

ASeAN remains attractive for european businesses, says survey

Since the re-establishment of diplomatic ties between the two countries in 1997, bilateral trade volume has 
increased nearly 19-fold, from $54 million to $1 billion last year. HONG MENEA

Fifty-three per cent of respondents see ASEAN as the region with the best economic 
opportunity compared to 63 per cent last year. AFP

The two countries have to 
study what each other’s needs 

are and what kinds of 
products can be exchanged

USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,104 1.3173 6.7058 105.90 4.1395 1.3558 31.06 0.7186 1.1795 1.2935



LAOS’ domestic revenue is expected 
to decline further from 13.5 per cent 
last year to 10.2 per cent of gross 
domestic product (GDP) this year, 
the World Bank said in a report.

Consequently, the fiscal deficit is 
expected to reach 7.6 per cent of GDP, 
rising from an estimated 5.1 per cent 
of GDP last year.

The elevated fiscal deficit will result 
in growing public debt, which will 
ramp up pressure on the country’s 
debt servicing capacity amid the 
Covid-19 crisis.

The cabinet’s recent monthly meet-
ing chaired by Prime Minister Thon-
gloun Sisoulith approved a report on 
pushing for greater revenue amass-
ment for the rest of the year as part 
of efforts to ease the country’s finan-
cial difficulties.

The Ministry of Finance was 
instructed to coordinate with the rel-
evant authorities to elevate national 
income to a level approved by the 
National Assembly.

The ministry has been advised to 
accrue more revenue from land, fees 
from concession projects and other 
obligations owed by business units.

Royalties from hydropower projects 
and other fees from mining projects 
that have not been paid to the gov-
ernment need to be collected.

In June, the National Assembly 
approved the government’s move to 
adjust the budget by lowering the 
target for national revenue from 28.99 
billion kip to 22.72 billion kip ($3.14 
million to $2.46 million).

However, the budget deficit is pro-
jected to rise due to the prolonged 
impact of the Covid-19 epidemic on 
businesses.

Laos is undergoing an unprece-
dented level of macroeconomic stress 
and the pandemic has worsened an 
already fragile economic landscape.

Low domestic revenue mobilisa-
tion has been exacerbated by the 
economic slowdown and the Covid-
19 outbreak.

Structural vulnerabilities in Laos 
have led to substantial deterioration 
in macroeconomic circumstances, 
including a significant increase in the 
public debt burden.

Without actions to stabilise the 
macroeconomy and accelerate struc-
tural reforms, the economy could tip 
into a period of extreme macroeco-
nomic vulnerabilities.

The government is attempting to 
mitigate the economic impact of 
Covid-19 by deferring tax payments, 
along with other measures, to sup-
port households and small and medi-
um-sized enterprises (SMEs).

According to the World Bank, the 
Bank of the Lao PDR has engaged in 
direct borrowing from commercial 
banks to help the government meet 
debt service obligations and provid-
ed direct credit to the government to 
meet its expenditure demands.

To address the budget deficit and 
repay debts, the government attempt-
ed to issue bonds to mobilise more 
funds and borrow more money from 
various sources.

The government is also working to 
expand the e-tax payment system to 
all provinces and more sectors. As a 
result, income from the tax sector rose 
by 20 per cent in the first six months 
of last year compared to 2018.

In addition, the government will 
cut spending on non-essential 
projects that do not guarantee eco-
nomic returns. VIENTIANE TIMES/ASIA NEWS 

NETWORK
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Gov’t approves credit guarantee unit 
to boost business loans in key sectors
May Kunmakara

T
HE government has ap-
proved the establishment 
of the Credit Guarantee 
Corporation of Cambodia 

(CGCC) in a bid to provide more 
funds and salvage businesses in key 
priority sectors.

According to a sub-decree that 
was signed by Prime Minister Hun 
Sen on September 1 and released to 
the public on Saturday, the CGCC 
will provide loans “in a professional 
manner” to tackle challenges in the 
lending market and promote finan-
cial inclusion.

“The CGCC will be tasked with 
providing credit services, evaluat-
ing and managing risks, cooperat-
ing with banks and financial insti-
tutions and development partners 
that also provide credit services, et 
cetera,” read the sub-decree.

It noted that the CGCC would be 
under the Ministry of Economy and 
Finance and is set to be launched 
with $200 million in registered capi-
tal from the government.

Ministry spokesman Meas Sok-
sensan told The Post that the CGCC 
will be a vital tool in propping up 
businesses that seek funds from fi-
nancial institutions which are guar-
anteed by the government through 
the initiative.

“The government will help bear 
risk-sharing with businesses to en-
courage the financial sector to dis-
burse more loans,” he said.

Shin Chang-moo, the president of 
South Korea-owned Phnom Penh 
Commercial Bank Plc (PPCBank), 
recently told The Post that the minis-
try has been sharing ideas and seek-
ing input from lending institutions 

on “credit guarantee” initiatives at 
several hearing sessions.

He said credit guarantee schemes 
(CGS) have been a popular means to 
ease funding hurdles for small and 
medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) 
in many countries.

In South Korea, the government 
has been running a partial 90 per 
cent CGS for SMEs damaged by 
Covid-19, he added.

“PPCBank has been also deploying 
a partial guarantee scheme called 
‘Risk Sharing Facility’ since 2019 
under the sponsorship of the [World 
Bank Group member] International 
Finance Corporation.

“The ministry’s CGS will help SMEs 

access credit that is limited due to a 
lack of collateral and mitigate risk of 
credit loss for lenders.

In the longer term, lenders should 
develop credit-assessment skills 
based more on business and finan-
cial feasibilities than collateral value 
to minimise avoidable loss from 
loans. Otherwise, CGSs won’t be a 
sustainable solution for SME financ-
ing promotion,” Shin said.

According to Shin, PPCBank’s loan 
portfolio grew more than five per 
cent from the beginning of the year 
and continues to disburse loans.

“I believe CGS will ease the dilem-
ma of lenders between public and 
private value propositions,” he said.

The sub-decree said that addi-
tional funding for the CGCC will be 
provided by the government based 
on necessity and will come from, 
inter alia, the operation’s profits, de-
velopment partners and the private 
sector, bond issuances and loans.

The tourism sector was the worst af-
fected of all major economic sectors 
as international arrivals took a sharp 
55 per cent plunge in the first half of 
this year on a yearly basis, the National 
Bank of Cambodia said in its Semi-An-
nual Report 2020 released on July 8.

The manufacturing sector also 
shrunk by 11 per cent year-on-year 
due to disruptions tightening basic 
raw material supply, it said.

Gap noted in BlackRock’s climate rhetoric
BLACKROCK, the world’s 
biggest money manager, 
made headlines early this 
year when it pledged to pri-
oritise climate change in its 
investments and pare down 
its coal holdings.

But environmentalists say 
the company has failed to make 
good on this promise in a series 
of shareholder proposals at 
annual meetings this year.

Led by influential Wall Street 
player Larry Fink and oversee-
ing some $7.3 trillion in assets, 
BlackRock in January vowed to 
take action to address climate 
change and sustainable devel-
opment, raising the hopes of 
environmentalists.

“We applauded BlackRock 
for its statement at the begin-
ning of this year . . . and we 
acknowledge that they have 
taken some steps in that direc-
tion,” said Ben Cushing, who 
leads the Sierra Club’s financial 
advocacy campaign.

“But clearly it has not trans-
lated into fast-enough, or 
bold-enough action.”

Part of the scepticism comes 
from BlackRock’s response to 
shareholder proposals to 
require companies to take 
action on the environment.

BlackRock supported only 
13 per cent of the green-ori-
ented resolutions this year, 
down from 20 per cent last 
year, according to Proxy 
Insight, which tracks global 

shareholder voting.
A September report from 

NGO Majority Action said the 
New York financial giant backed 
only three of 36 resolutions on 
climate change in proxy votes 
of S&P 500 companies.

And though BlackRock 
signed on to Climate Action 
100+, a global investor 
engagement initiative, the 
company supported just two 
of 12 resolutions presented 
by the coalition.

BlackRock holds shares in 
numerous large companies, 
including Apple, Facebook 
and Exxon Mobil, as well as 
ConocoPhillips and Nike.

Cushing said BlackRock 

could make a big difference if 
its actions match its rhetoric.

“BlackRock is a huge contrib-
utor to the climate crisis through 
its financing of fossil fuels, defor-
estation and other climate dam-
aging industries,” he said.

“They are one of the world’s 
largest shareholders in 
almost every publicly traded 
company,” Cushing said. 
“That gives BlackRock tre-
mendous power and leverage 
to steer the behaviour of cor-
porations in the US and 
around the world.”

The company voted against 
proposals to require Chevron 
to develop a report on the risks 
from petrochemical plants 

and to make Delta Airlines 
evaluate how its lobbying 
strategy conforms with the 
Paris Climate Accord, saying 
the firms already had taken 
steps to address the issue.

But BlackRock has defend-
ed its record, saying it had 
taken other steps, like voting 
against board nominees who 
are not committed to envi-
ronmental issues and prod-
ding action in meetings with 
company management.

“It’s worth noting that not 
all shareholder proposals are 
created equal,” the company 
said. “Blindly supporting 
proposals is not a responsible 
approach to stewardship.”

But Giulia Christianson, head 
of sustainable investment at the 
World Resources Institute, said 
other big investors are stepping 
up on the environment.

According to the report 
from Majority Action, invest-
ment heavyweight Pimco 
voted in favour of all the res-
olutions considered essential 
for the environment.

The same report credited 
French company Amundi with a 
78 per cent record and JPMorgan 
Chase with a 53 per cent record. 
BlackRock backed only eight per 
cent of the resolutions.

“The voting record that we’ve 
seen from BlackRock this year 
is discouraging,” Christianson 
said, noting an apparent “dis-
connect” between BlackRock’s 
actions and earlier statements 
that implied it viewed promot-
ing sustainability as part of its 
fiduciary duty.

And Christianson notes 
that it makes good business 
sense – environmental, social 
and corporate governance 
(ESG) investments have 
gained more legitimacy in 
recent years and many green-
oriented companies have 
outperformed amid the 
tumult of the coronavirus.

She said: “We’re seeing ESG 
funds make it through the cur-
rent stress test of market volatil-
ity pretty well and in many cases 
better than their traditional 
index counterparts.” AFP

Potential fall 
in revenue 
adds to Laos 
debt burden

The CGCC would be under the Ministry of Economy and Finance and is set to be launched with $200 million in registered capital 
from the government. HENG CHIVOAN

BlackRock has been criticised for not living up to its rhetoric on the environment. AFP
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t
He european cen-
tral bank (ecb) will 
on Monday launch a 
public consultation 

and start experiments to help 
it decide whether to create a 
“digital euro” for the 19-na-
tion currency club.

the move comes as the 
pandemic accelerates a shift 
away from cash, and as poli-
cymakers nervously eye the 
rise of private cryptocurren-
cies like bitcoin.

Here’s an explainer of what 
a “digital euro” would mean 
for the region’s citizens.

What is a digital euro?
A digital, or virtual, euro 

would be an electronic ver-
sion of euro notes and coins, 
it would be legal tender and 
guaranteed by the ecb.

It would also for the first time 
allow individuals to have depos-
its directly with the ecb. this 
could be safer than with com-
mercial banks, which could go 
bust, or than holding cash that 
could be stolen or lost.

And like cash, money could be 
stored outside of the banking sys-
tem, such as in a “digital wallet”.

It would allow citizens and 
firms to make their daily pay-

ments “in a fast, easy and se-
cure way”, the ecb said as it 
published a report on virtual 
money in october.

A digital euro would “com-
plement cash, not replace it”, 
the ecb stressed.

Issuing and transferring 
digital euros could be done 
using the distributed ledger 
technology known as block-
chain on which cryptocur-
rencies such as bitcoin rely.

Why now?
the covid-19 pandemic has 

boosted electronic payments 
as customers avoid notes and 
coins over fears they might 
spread the coronavirus.

even in Germany, where cash 
is said to be king, consumers 
are this year expected to spend 
more money by card than in 
cash for the first time, accord-
ing to a recent euromonitor 
International report.

Like other central banks 
around the world, the ecb 
is also wary of falling behind 
virtual money issued by for-
eign private players like bit-
coin and Facebook’s yet-to-
be-launched Libra.

If people in the eurozone 
were to switch en masse to 

virtual currencies that operate 
outside the ecb’s reach it could 
hamper the effectiveness of its 
monetary policy measures.

Facebook’s plan to create 
the Libra, “has accelerated 
central banks’ thinking” on 
the subject, Pictet Wealth 
Management economist 
Frederik Ducrozet told AFP.

What are the risks?
People might avoid tradi-

tional accounts in favour of 
going digital, weakening re-
tail banks in the euro area.

the risk would be higher in 
times of crisis, when savers 
might be tempted to flee to the 

safety of a “digital euro” and trig-
ger a run on traditional banks.

to avoid this, the ecb might 
propose to limit the number 
of digital euros that each citi-
zen could own or exchange.

concerns about privacy and 
making sure the “digital euro” 
can’t be used for money launder-
ing will also be part of the ecb’s 
thinking as it weighs the pros 
and cons in the months ahead.

Who else is doing it?
Privately-issued digital cur-

rencies are extremely volatile. 
the price of bitcoin has near-
ly halved since its late-2017 
high of around $20,000.

but in recent years, central 
banks have begun looking into 
offering their own virtual mon-
ey – known as central bank 
Digital currency (cbDc) – as a 
stable and risk-free alternative.

the chinese central bank 
started trials with digital cur-
rency in four cities in April, 
and the bank of France has 
started experiments as well.

on Friday, the bank of Japan 
said it would step up research 
into the topic.

the bank for International 
Settlements, a network of central 
banks, in January announced 
the creation of a working group 
dedicated to the issue.

When can I spend mine?
the ecb launches a three-

month consultation on Mon-
day and will carry out a series 
of experiments on the feasi-
bility of a digital euro over the 
next six months.

the central bank aims to 
decide around mid-2021 
whether or not to launch the 
project, it said.

but don’t expect a digital 
euro in your electronic wallet 
soon.

It will take “between 18 
months and three or four 
years” to see the initiative 
come to life, a source close to 
the project told AFP. AFP

SAMSUNG electronics on thursday 
announced an earnings surprise for 
the third quarter (Q3) of this year, 
posting the largest operating profit 
in two years.

the South Korean tech giant said 
in its preliminary earnings report 
that it would register 66 trillion won 
($57.01 billion) in revenue and 12.3 
trillion won in operating profit for 
the July to September period.

It was a surprise, since the finan-
cial market’s profit forecasts hov-
ered around 10 trillion won.

If confirmed, the Q3 revenue will 
have soared 58.1 per cent from the 
same period last year, with operat-
ing profit gaining 6.45 per cent dur-
ing the same period.

the operating profit would be at 
its highest since the third quarter of 
2018, when Samsung achieved 17.5 
trillion won.

the revenue figure would be the larg-
est since the fourth quarter of 2017.

Although the company didn’t pro-
vide a breakdown for the figures, 
it is widely believed that the chip 
business gained a boost from the US 
restrictions on Huawei, one of Sam-
sung’s major customers.

reportedly, Huawei aggressively 
procured memory chips from Sam-
sung in the third quarter before the 
US sanctions took effect.

“Samsung has posted big growth of 
four per cent for DrAM and 13 per cent 
for NAND flash due to Huawei’s orders 
in August,” said Song Myung-sub, an 
analyst at Hi Investment & Securities.

the semiconductor business’s Q3 
operating profit is estimated to be 
around five trillion won.

the mobile device business is also 
expected to report an improved per-
formance, including high sales of 
the latest Galaxy Note 20 series and 

premium foldable devices.
Samsung’s smartphone ship-

ments are projected to have jumped 
over 40 per cent in the third quarter, 
reaching 80 million units, according 
to market analysts.

the mobile unit is expected to 
post over four trillion won in Q3 
operating profit, which would be an 
increase of about 120 per cent from 
the previous quarter.

the consumer electronics busi-
ness is predicted to announce its 
largest profit since the second quar-
ter of 2016 due to the pandemic and 
consequent trends toward social 
distancing and staying at home.

As more people around the world 
sought to replace their old home 
appliances with new ones in re-

cent months, the result of spending 
more time at home, Samsung saw 
expanded sales of home electronics 
both at home and abroad.

the consumer electronics unit is 
likely to post over one trillion won in 
operating profit in the third quarter, 
according to market forecasts.

LG electronics announced on the 
same day the company is likely to 
achieve the largest revenue and op-
erating profit for the third quarter 
to date this year, beating market ex-
pectations.

In a preliminary earnings report, 
the company said it would see 16.91 
trillion won in revenue and 959 bil-
lion won in operating profit between 
July and September.

Its revenue and operating profit 

enjoyed a 7.8 per cent and 22.7 per 
cent increase, respectively, com-
pared to the same period last year.

the announcement comes as 
somewhat of a surprise, as the third 
quarter is traditionally considered 
offseason in the home appliances 
industry, but it was thanks in part 
to strong home appliances and tV 
sales in countries like the US where 
covid-19 stimulus packages have 
led to pent-up demand.

High-end products such as oLeD 
and Nanocell tVs also helped deliv-
er the performance, as well as cloth-
ing care appliances.

both Samsung and LG are expect-
ed to announce consolidated finan-
cial statements later this month. THE 

KOREA HERALD/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Why the ecb 
is now eyeing 
a ‘digital euro’

Samsung, LG announce Q3 earnings surprise Kotra: Int’l firms 
make 18.5% of 
Korean exports

Around 18.5 per cent of South 
Korea’s total export volume 
last year was from forei-

gn-invested firms, according to a 
Korea Trade-Investment Promotion 
Agency (Kotra) report on Sunday.

The export volume generated 
by firms with foreign investment 
reached $100 billion last year, while 
the nation’s total exports marked 
$542 billion, according to Kotra’s 
report, which surveyed 14,000 local 
trading firms.

The number of local firms with 
foreign capital reached 5,800 as of 
last year, the report added.

Korean firms with foreign invest-
ment continued to mark solid busi-
ness performance records this year, 
the report said. As of July, the total 
export volume generated by 5,400 
local firms with foreign investments 
reached $50.8 billion, accounting 
for 17.9 per cent of the nation’s total 
export volume during the seven-
month period.

Kotra said it would increase its 
efforts to connect local trading firms 
with foreign investors, and that 
global value chains are rapidly chan-
ging amid growing protectionism 
around the globe.

The state-run institution added 
that it would also introduce pro-
grammes that would allow foreign 
firms to benefit by investing in local 
trading firms.

Kotra president Kwon Pyung-
oh said: “The recent decreases in 
global trading volume and growing 
protectionism around the world 
could increase competition among 
trading firms worldwide.” THE KOREA 

HERALD/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Issuing and transferring digital euros could be done using the distributed ledger technology known as blockchain on which cryptocurrencies such 
as Bitcoin rely. PIXABAY

Samsung said in its preliminary earnings report that it would register 66 trillion won ($57.01 billion) in Q3 revenue. YONHAP NEWS AGENCY
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WItH a call to save the plan-
et, Prince William and Pope 
Francis on Saturday joined ac-
tivists, artists, celebrities and 
politicians in a free streamed 
teD event aimed at mobilis-
ing and unifying people to 
confront the climate crisis.

“the shared goals of our 
generation are clear,” Wil-
liam said in a video message 
kicking off the event, dubbed 
countdown.

“together we must protect 
and restore nature, clean our air, 
revive our oceans, build a waste-
free world and fix our climate.”

For more than five hours 
the second-in-line to the brit-
ish throne and other speakers 
delved in the reality of the cli-
mate crisis, the need for ac-
tion, and what can be done.

Solutions posed included 
ways of farming that welcome 
wildlife as well as crops; trans-
portation systems powered by 
electricity; cities designed for 
people instead of cars; econ-
omies that thrive by keeping 
the planet healthy instead of 
destroying it, and voting for 
political leaders keen to end 
the climate crisis.

“We are living during a his-
toric moment marked by dif-
ficult challenges, as we all 
know,” Pope Francis said while 
urging people of all faiths to 
unite to protect Mother earth.

“the world is shaken by the 
crisis caused by the covid-19 
pandemic, which highlights yet 
an even bigger challenge – the 
socio-environmental crisis.”

the Pope joined other 
speakers in saying the cli-
mate crisis is real and backed 
by science, and needs to be 
urgently confronted in ways 
that are socially just.

“the earth must be worked 
and nursed, cultivated and 
protected,” the Pope said.

“We cannot continue to 
squeeze it like an orange.”

countdown also focused on 
ways in which damage to the 
environment also fuels social 
and racial injustice.

british Parliament member 
David Lammy said: “black 
people breathe the most tox-
ic air relative to the general 
population, and it is people of 
colour who are most likely to 
suffer in the climate crisis.

“It gives all new meaning to 
the black Lives Matter slogan 
‘I can’t breathe’.”

Lammy called for climate 
and social justice leaders to 
join forces, and for a new in-
ternational “ecocide” law to 
criminalise “the most severe 
actions against nature itself”.

Firms that make fortunes 
from fossil fuels or other green-
house gas-emitting operations 
cause damage they don’t pay 
for, while funnelling money to 
politicians who help preserve 
the status quo, said another 
speaker, US economist rebec-
ca Henderson, who called on 
businesses to step up.

“We let capitalism turn into 
something monstrous,” she said, 
adding: “It’s going to be tough to 
keep free enterprise alive if most 
people believe the rich and the 
white are trashing the planet for 
their own benefit.”

other speakers presented 
ways people can help stop 
slow down climate change.

the mayor of Freetown, 
Sierra Leone, for example, 
explained a project there to 
plant a million trees to pro-
tect against flooding and to 
absorb carbon dioxide. AFP

celebrities lead teD 
event in global call to 
act on climate crisis

cHINeSe Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Wang Yi has called for 
a new forum to defuse ten-
sions in the Middle east after a 
meeting with his Iranian coun-
terpart where he reiterated 
beijing’s support for tehran.

Wang and Javid Zarif also 
reaffirmed their commitment 
to Iran’s 2015 nuclear deal 
with world powers, according 
to the chinese foreign minis-
try, an implicit rebuke of the 
US for abandoning the accord 
during their Saturday meet-
ing in china’s southwestern 
tengchong city.

Iran has been locked in an 
acrimonious relationship 
with Saudi Arabia, the other 
major Middle eastern power, 
over the war in Yemen, Irani-
an influence in Iraq and Sau-
di support for Washington’s 
sanctions on tehran.

the chinese foreign min-

istry statement said: “china 
proposes to build a regional 
multilateral dialogue plat-
form with equal participation 
of all stakeholders.

“[the forum would] en-
hance mutual understanding 
through dialogue and explore 
political and diplomatic solu-
tions to security issues in the 
Middle east.”

Wang added that support 
for the Iranian nuclear deal, 
negotiated by the obama ad-
ministration but ultimately 
abandoned by Donald trump, 
would be a precondition of 
entry to the forum.

Zarif said on twitter his 
“fruitful talks” with Wang 
amounted to a rejection of 
“US unilateralism” and had 
also focused on strategic ties 
and collaboration on the de-
velopment of a coronavirus 
vaccine. AFP

china backs Iran deal, 
vows support for tehran

Kim pulls out the big guns at parade  
tHe gargantuan new missile North Korea 
put on show at a military parade is an ex-
plicit threat to US defences and an implicit 
challenge to both the current and next US 
president, analysts say, warning that Pyong-
yang could test the weapon next year.

Leader Kim Jong-un watched the in-
tercontinental ballistic missile (IcbM) 
roll through Kim Il-sung square – named 
after his grandfather – in Pyongyang at 
the climax of an unprecedented night-
time parade on Saturday.

Analysts concurred that it was the largest 
road-mobile, liquid-fuelled missile any-
where in the world, and was highly likely 
to be designed to carry multiple warheads 
in independent re-entry vehicles (MIrVs).

Jeffrey Lewis of the Middlebury Insti-
tute of International Studies said it was 
“clearly aimed at overwhelming the US 
missile defence system in Alaska”.

If the IcbM carried three or four war-
heads, he added on twitter, the US would 
need to spend around $1 billion on 12-16 
interceptors to defend against each missile.

“At that cost, I am pretty sure North 
Korea can add warheads faster than we 
can add interceptors.”

the missile was estimated at 24m long 
and 2.5m in diameter, which specialist 
Markus Schiller said was big enough to 
carry 100 tonnes of fuel, which would 
take hours to load.

It was so big and heavy that it was prac-

tically unusable, he added: “You can’t 
move this thing fuelled, and you can’t fill 
it at the launch site.

“this thing makes absolutely no sense at 
all, except for threat equation games, like 
sending the message of ‘we now have a 
mobile IcbM with MIrVs, be very afraid’.”

North Korea watchers regularly cau-
tion that the devices Pyongyang puts on 
show at its parades may be mock-ups or 
models, and there is no proof they work 
until they are tested.

but the missile was carried on an enor-

mous and previously unseen 11-axle 
transporter-erector-launcher, far larger 
than the eight-axle chinese-made ve-
hicles the North has employed so far.

Melissa Hanham of the open Nuclear 
Network said: “the truck may be a scari-
er story than the missile.

“If the DPrK [Democratic People’s re-
public of Korea] is indigenously produc-
ing their own chassis, then there is less 
of a constraint on the number of IcbMs 
they can launch,” she said, using North 
Korea’s official acronym. AFP

trump returns after covid-19

U
S PreSIDeNt Don-
ald trump rallied 
hundreds of sup-
porters for a come-

back event at the White House, 
jumping back into the elec-
tion race nine days after being 
stopped in his tracks by covid-
19 – a disease his doctor says he 
is no longer at risk of spreading.

“I am feeling great!” trump 
declared as he stepped out 
to a White House balcony 
on Saturday – tugging off his 
mask to address the crowd, 
most of them masked un-
der their red “Make America 
Great Again” hats, but with 
little social distancing.

“Get out and vote – and I 

love you,” trump told sup-
porters, who chanted “USA” 
and “Four more years” 
throughout the address last-
ing just under 20 minutes.

badly trailing his 77-year-old 
Democratic rival Joe biden in 
the polls less than four weeks 
from election day, trump has 
been counting the days until 
he can hit the trail again.

the White House doctor an-
nounced late on Saturday the 
president was “no longer con-
sidered a transmission risk”.

tests showed there was “no 
longer evidence of actively 
replicating virus” and that 
trump’s viral load was “de-
creasing”, Sean conley said 

– though he did not state that 
the president was virus-free.

Guidelines from the cen-
ters for Disease control and 
Prevention say that, for mild 
or moderate covid-19 cases, 
isolation and precautions can 
be discontinued 10 days after 
symptom onset, and once pa-
tients have been fever-free for 
24 hours. However, the sever-
ity of trump’s illness has not 
been confirmed.

Saturday’s event set the 
stage for a full-fledged cam-
paign rally on Monday in Flor-
ida – followed immediately 
by two more in battleground 
Pennsylvania on tuesday and 
Iowa on Wednesday.

biden has slammed as “reck-
less” trump’s determination 
to rally huge crowds during 
the pandemic – but the presi-
dent has brushed the con-
cerns aside, insisting that the 
US has the upper hand against 
the virus despite a death toll of 
213,000 and rising.

trump said: “I want you to 
know our nation is going to de-
feat this terrible china virus.

“It’s going to disappear. It is 
disappearing.

“We are producing powerful 
therapies and drugs, and we are 
healing the sick and we are go-
ing to recover, and the vaccine 
is coming out very quickly, in 
record time as you know.” AFP

US President Donald Trump rallied hundreds of supporters for a comeback event at the White House. AFP

Kim Jong-un watched his new ICBM missiles in Pyongyang. KOREAN CENTRAL TELEVISION
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Koica grants 
$7 million to 
support Lao 
gender project
t

He Korea Interna-
tional cooperation 
Agency (Koica) has 
entered into its first 

collaboration with the Lao 
Women’s Union and launched 
a gender project by providing 
$7 million in grant aid to sup-
port the prevention and elim-
ination of violence against 
women in Laos.

the Koica office in Laos 
and the Lao Women’s Union 
on thursday signed a record 
of Discussion to support 
the Project on Prevention 
and elimination of Violence 
Against Women for Main-
streaming Gender into the 
National Development Agen-
da in Laos from 2020-2024.

According to the Koica of-
fice in Laos, through the proj-
ect Koica aims to contribute 
to strengthening physical 
and human capacity to pre-
vent violence against women 
through various activities.

the project will establish a 
counselling centre for Pre-
vention and elimination of 
Violence Against Women, de-
velop an operating system for 
this centre and a comprehen-
sive support model for vic-
tims of violence, and create 
a counselling workforce and 
network for quality services 
and comprehensive action.

Koica will also collaborate 
with the UNDP and UNFPA 
to build a governance system 
to counter violence against 
women in Laos.

the UNDP-UNFPA joint 
programme funded by Koica 
will officially launch a devel-
opment cooperation dialogue 
platform through which de-
velopment partners can dis-
cuss any gender-related is-
sues.

the Koica office in Laos 
believes the record of Dis-
cussion marks an important 
milestone in the countries’ 

partnership to strengthen the 
prevention and elimination 
of violence against women 
so that this work is more ef-
ficient and effective.

through this collaboration 
Koica believes that residents 
and local authorities will ben-
efit by receiving new knowl-
edge and new technologies to 
apply to actual tasks in Laos.

the record of Discussion 
was signed by Koica office 
in Laos resident representa-
tive Im Jeong-hee and Lao 
Women’s Union head of office 
Vilayvanh Dilaphanh.

the signing was witnessed 
by the Ambassador of the re-
public of Korea to Laos Shin 
Sung-soon and Lao Women’s 
Union president Dr Inlavanh 
Keobounphanh, along with 
representatives from UNDP, 
UNFPA and related minis-
tries.

Speaking at the signing cer-
emony, Shin said: “the Lao 
government recognises the 
importance of women’s ac-
tive participation in political, 
economic and social activi-
ties based on gender equality.

“However, many women 

are still exposed to domestic 
violence, which is an obstacle 
to women’s socio-economic 
activities.

“this project will help es-
tablish a system that can 
more effectively respond to 
the issue of violence against 
women in Laos.

“It is very timely to com-
mence the project in light of 
the accelerating environment 
in which women are more 
easily exposed to violence in 
the covid-19 situation where 
various quarantine and 
movement restrictions are 

becoming regular,” he said.
Dr Inlavanh, on behalf of 

the Lao Women’s Union, ex-
pressed her gratitude that 
through this support the re-
public of Korea recognises 
the importance of giving Lao 
women opportunities to im-
prove their lives to a level ac-
cepted in other countries.

the project is important 
because violence against 
women is a problem that ur-
gently needs to be resolved 
and victims of violence need 
all the help they can get. VIEN-

TIANE TIMES/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Korea International Cooperation Agency (Koica) has entered into its first collaboration with the Lao Women’s Union. KOICA OFFICE IN LAO PDR

Papuan group opens fire on gov’t fact-finding team

HcMc clarifies regional quarantine rules for arriving foreigners

tHe West Papua National Liberation 
Army (tPNPb) has confirmed it was 
behind an attack on members of the 
government’s joint fact-finding team 
(tGPF) in Mamba village, Sugapa 
district, Intan Jaya regency, Papua, on 
Friday.

tPNPb spokesperson rimba Law-
ingga said one of the group’s fighters 
opened fire on the fact-finding team, 
which includes Indonesian Army 
(tNI) personnel.

“For us, the tNI killed Pastor Yere-
mia [Zamambani]. We oppose a Jakar-
ta-sanctioned investigation team that 
will only make us the scapegoat. that 
is why we shot,” rimba told The Jakar-
ta Post on Friday.

According to the tNI’s Joint Defence 
Area command III (Kogabwilhan III), 
the shooting occurred on Friday after-
noon as the fact-finding team was 
returning to Sugapa after conducting 

an investigation in Hitadipa district.
the team, led by benny Mamoto of 

the National Police commission 
(Kompolnas), was established by the 
office of the coordinating Political, 
Legal and Security Affairs Ministry on 
october 1.

It was tasked with probing recent 
alleged unlawful killings in Intan Jaya 
regency, including the killing of 
Papuan pastor Yeremia Zamambani.

“the shooting took place at 3:45pm 
local time on Wagonopone road in 
Mamba village. the team were sud-
denly under fire from the right and 
left sides of the road. We didn’t expect 
the attack,” Kogabwilhan III spokes-
person colonel I Gusti Nyoman 
Suriastawa said on Friday.

Gadjah Mada University (UGM) 
lecturer bambang Purwoko, also a 
member of the investigation team, 
was shot in the leg, while tNI soldier 

First Sergeant Faisal Akbar of Hitad-
ipa task Force sustained injuries to 
his waist.

both victims were immediately 
taken to Sugapa General Hospital. 
they were evacuated to Jakarta on 
Saturday, said Sugeng Purnomo, 
tGPF deputy head and law and 
human rights undersecretary at the 
office of the coordinating Political, 
Legal and Security Affairs Minister.

He added that the tGPF team had 
begun an evaluation of its activities 
following the incident to ensure the 
safety and security of its members. 
“this shouldn’t hamper our task to get 
clear information to solve the case.”

Separately, on Friday, the Papuan 
council of churches announced its 
stance of opposing the government-
sanctioned team, arguing it would 
not solve the systemic violence in 
Indonesia’s easternmost province.

the council – comprising repre-
sentatives from, among other asso-
ciations, the Indonesian christian 
church (GKI) in Papua, the Papua 
Kemah Gospel church (KIGMI 
Papua) and the evangelical church 
in Indonesia (GIDI) – have written an 
open letter demanding President 
Joko “Jokowi” Widodo speak with the 
Papuan pro-referendum group and 
stop sending troops to Papua.

“this issue depends on President 
[Jokowi’s] willingness to solve the 
problems in Papua. Forming a team 
won’t solve anything. the president 
must come himself and have a dia-
logue with us,” said Pastor Andrikus 
Mofu, the general synod chairman of 
the Indonesian christian church 
(GKI) in Papua.

the council argued the government 
had continued to send soldiers to 
Papua since the antiracism protests 

in the province in August last year.
this, they argued, had led to more 

fatal shootings. In September, shoot-
ings took the lives of Pastor Yeremia, 
a civilian identified as badawi, as well 
as tNI soldiers chief Sergeant Sahlan 
and First Private Dwi Akbar.

In response to the suspicion and 
opposition toward the tGPF team, 
Kogabwilhan III’s Suriastawa said the 
team would conduct an open inves-
tigation, so members of the general 
public could monitor its progress.

He added that the tNI’s involve-
ment in the fact-finding team was 
necessary because military person-
nel had witnessed the incidents.

“If we’re not involved, from whom 
will we seek information? the tNI 
knows about the incidents’ chronol-
ogy and can help exam the direction 
of the shots,” said Suriastawa. THE 

JAKARTA POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

ForeIGN managers, investors 
and highly skilled workers com-
ing to work in the Vietnamese 
provinces of tay Ninh, binh 
Duong, binh Phuoc, ba ria-
Vung tau, Dong Nai, Long An, 
and tien Giang will be taken 
there for quarantine when they 
land at Ho chi Minh city 
(HcMc) airport, the city Depart-
ment of Health has said.

the department has called 
on the provinces to apprise 
companies about quarantine 
procedures.

their health departments 
need to notify the HcMc cen-
tre for Diseases control and 
Prevention or the Internation-
al Health Quarantine center of 

HcMc in advance about flight 
timings and the identities of 
the arriving people.

After immigration proce-
dures are completed, the prov-
inces’ agencies have to pick 
them up and take them to their 
designated quarantine areas, 
the department’s deputy head 
Nguyen Huu Hung said.

the city would not accept any 
request from these seven prov-
inces to quarantine arrivals.

but it would consider quaran-
tine requests from other prov-
inces and cities if they write to 
the People’s committee, and 
put them up at hotels.

on thursday, vice-chairman 
of the city People’s committee, 

Le thanh Liem, instructed 
department, commune, ward, 
and district officials to con-
tinue taking preventive meas-
ures against diseases including 
covid-19.

People still have to wear 
masks in public, regularly 
wash hands and use sanitisers, 
should not congregate in large 
numbers, and maintain social 
distance.

the People’s committee has 
also instructed the depart-
ment to have enough quaran-
tine facilities on hand for peo-
ple coming by international 
commercial flights to avoid a 
“third wave” of covid-19.

According to binh Duong 

provincial health department 
deputy head Huynh thanh Ha, 
the province has so far had 
more than 2,500 foreign experts 
coming to work, and all were 
quarantined as required.

More than 3,000 more are set 
to arrive soon, and his depart-
ment is ready to create favour-
able conditions for them to 
work in factories.

the province has six covid 
patients, all Vietnamese nation-
als returning from other coun-
tries, and they were quarantined 
on arrival at HcMc airport.

the province has not record-
ed any incidence of commu-
nity spread. VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

The Ho Chi Minh City Department of Health will not entertain requests 
from neighbouring provinces and cities to quarantine international 
arrivals on their behalf. VNEXPRESS.NET
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tHe employment environ-
ment in Japan is becoming 
more severe because of the 
covid-19 pandemic. the gov-
ernment must help people to 
change jobs and re-enter the 
workforce in industries fac-
ing labour shortages.

According to Japan’s Health, 
Labour and Welfare Ministry, 
63,000 people have been laid 
off, had their contracts termi-
nated, or risk losing their jobs 
due to covid-19. the unem-
ployment rate deteriorated for 
the second consecutive month 
in August, reaching three per 
cent. the future of the em-
ployment situation needs to 
be monitored closely.

Helping to stem the rise in 
unemployment are special 
measures to provide gener-

ous employment adjustment 
subsidies that cover part of the 
leave allowances for people in-
cluding non-regular workers.

the government intends 
to gradually scale back the 
special measures from the 
beginning of next year, but 
an extension could be con-
sidered depending on the 
employment situation.

With the pandemic show-
ing no signs of abating, there 
are fears that the corporate 
downturn may be prolonged. 
It will possibly be difficult to 
maintain employment. Going 
forward, it is important for 
the government to focus on 
measures to make it easier for 
people to find new jobs, even 
if they have been laid off.

In its budget request for the 

next fiscal year, the labour min-
istry included measures to pro-
mote the movement of workers 
to industries with labour short-
ages and emerging industries.

An industry typically facing 
labour shortages is the nursing 
care sector. the ministry plans 
to set up a system in which up 
to 200,000 yen ($1,900) will be 
loaned to people who receive 
public employment training 
and start working as caregivers. 
If they work for a certain period 
of time, they will be exempt 
from paying back the loan.

Improving the overall treat-
ment of care workers is key to 
attracting human resources, 
not simply providing tempo-
rary support. An environment 
should be established to ease 
the burdens of caregivers 

and allow them to focus on 
providing care by utilising 
information technology and 
diverse human resources.

It is desirable for workers to 
be able to move into new jobs 
as smoothly as possible with-
out a gap in employment.

the ministry intends to ex-
pand the role of the Industrial 
employment Stabilisation 
centre to support “labour 
mobility without unemploy-
ment”. It plans to increase the 
number of counsellors at the 
centre’s offices in each prefec-
ture to strengthen its function 
as a bridge connecting com-
panies that are overemployed 
and those that are underem-
ployed free of charge.

currently, the centre helps 
about 9,000 people change 

jobs each year. Many of the 
workers change industries, 
such as a man in his 50s who 
had a sales position in the ap-
parel industry and moved to 
the non-life insurance indus-
try. the postings sometimes 
take the form of secondments 
to reduce the burden on the 
companies accepting workers.

Public vocational training, 
which is currently biased to-
ward developing skills in the 
construction field, is not suf-
ficient. courses related to 
information technology and 
digitisation in various fields of 
businesses should be increased 
to meet the needs of companies 
and job seekers. this would also 
promote a shift in the industrial 
structure. THE YOMIURI SHIMBUN (JA-

PAN)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK 

t
He latest report from the World 
bank projects that the global 
pandemic will push hundreds 
of millions of people in the de-

veloping world back into poverty.
Depending on countries’ responses as 

well as the extent of economic contrac-
tion, the World bank Group’s biennial 
Poverty and Shared Prosperity Report 
estimates that in 2020, between 88 mil-
lion and 115 million people could fall 
into extreme poverty as a result of the 
global health crisis, with an additional 
increase of between 23 million and 35 
million people next year, potentially 
bringing the total number of people 
newly pushed into extreme poverty to 
between 110 million and 150 million. 
the crisis is also poised to increase in-
equality in much of the world.

With economies forced into stag-
nation as businesses suspend their 
activities or close, global growth is 
anticipated to drop 5.2 per cent this 
year, the largest drop in 80 years. And 
a recovery may take as long as a de-
cade, according to some less-than-
optimistic forecasts.

Although the consequences of the 
pandemic are being felt worldwide, 
South Asia will be the region hardest 
hit, according to the report. It projects 
49 million to 57 million additional 
people in the region will be pushed 
into extreme poverty.

Sub-Saharan Africa will be the next 
most affected region, with between 26 
million and 40 million additional people 
pushed into extreme poverty. And more 

than four-fifths of the total new poor, 
some 72 million people, are anticipated 
to be in middle-income countries.

For global poverty alleviation endeav-
ours, which have been making headway 
over the past decades, this is a severe set-
back. Some progress made in the past may 
evaporate overnight, as the global scope 
of extreme poverty is already expected to 
rise for the first time in 20 years.

Stagnant national economies are 
directly affecting the life quality of all 
income groups, the middle- and low-
income groups in particular.

In part because of its timely, force-
ful, and effective pandemic contain-
ment regime, china has emerged from 
the pandemic relatively early and is 
already on track toward full recovery. 
but that alone does not mean it does 
not have to worry. the drain of manu-
facturing jobs in the export-oriented 
coastal belt is only part of the pan-
demic’s impact on the chinese econo-
my. And as the recession broadens and 
deepens overseas, the negative effects 
will be felt more dearly at home.

Nonetheless, the country is persevering 

with its ambitious campaign to declare 
an official end to extreme poverty nation-
wide, despite the unanticipated pressure 
from the bleak economic reality.

that means, as President Xi Jinping 
has stressed, efforts must be made to 
make up for the time lost and the dam-
age incurred due to the pandemic.

thus the finishing touches to 
achieve that goal will entail greater 
efforts in the poorest communities to 
lift people out of poverty and prevent 
people falling back in. CHINA DAILY/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

opinion
Editorial

No swerving from poverty elimination goal

Ease job shift to sectors with labour shortages

Between 88 million and 115 million people could fall into extreme poverty this year as a result of the global health crisis. AFP
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Fter struggling to 
keep their heads 
above water for 
months while art gal-

leries closed across the King-
dom due to the covid-19 pan-
demic, open Studio cambodia 
artists have finally returned to 
the art scene with an exhibi-
tion titled Tomorrow is a New 
Day. the title was inspired by 
a popular cambodian phrase 
which preaches optimism and 
perseverance to overcome dif-
ficult times.

the pandemic put artists at 
open Studio cambodia and 
artists around the world in 
an unprecedented predica-
ment. but they dealt with the 
unique situation calmly and 
collectively by hunkering 
down in their studio housed 
in a villa near Angkor Wat in 
Siem reap province. 

the result of their work is 
Tomorrow is a New Day which 
premiered in the capital last 
month at Factory Phnom 
Penh, which houses the Ft 
Gallery. 

open Studio cambodia 
founder and artist Lauren Iida 
says: “We are optimistic and 
hopeful that the situation will 
improve soon and open Stu-
dio cambodia is committed 
to the artists we work with.”

Iida and her artists say 
they are thankful for Factory 
Phnom Penh and the Ft Gal-
lery for showcasing their ex-
hibition, which features work 
from five artists. 

Kanha Hul is a photogra-
pher and digital artist who 
hails from Siem reap. Lavy 
Long is from the capital and 
made a living in the ring as a 
boxer before becoming a wa-
tercolour artist.

Morn chear is a double ampu-
tee block print artist from Kam-
pot province and Van chhovorn 
is a painter and sculptor from 
battambang province. 

Iida is a Japanese-American 
hand-cut paper artist from 
Seattle, Washington, US. 

Tomorrow is a New Day 
opened on September 19 and 
will run until october 20.

It composed of 30 pieces 
of art featuring acrylic paint-
ings, block print, hand-cut 
paper, interdisciplinary digi-
tal art, and watercolours. 

“the artwork in this exhibi-
tion features deeply personal 
work from many of the artists 
who have overcome physi-
cal disabilities, forced labour 
and enslavement, sexism and 
poverty,” Iida says.

chear lost his hands in an 
electric shock but he hasn’t 
let it stop him from practising 

contemporary dance or mak-
ing linocut block print art de-
picting his daily life.

chear says: “Showing my art 
talent on stage and at exhibi-
tions can help inspire people, es-
pecially those who are like me.” 
He has sold four out of his five 
pieces of art at the exhibition.

His peer Lavy used to spill 
blood and sweat in a boxing 
ring but was barely able to 
support his family.

He says: “these six water-
colour artworks portray my 
melancholic life in the past as 
a poor professional boxer be-
fore I became an artist.”

Empowering emerging artists
the main purpose of open 

Studio cambodia is to create 
opportunities for emerging 
artists through mentorship, 
exhibition opportunities, ac-
cess to high-quality art-mak-
ing materials, and studio space 
at their villa in Siem reap.

Iida says: “We work as a team, 
sharing skills and supporting 
each other in exhibitions and the 
development of our artwork.

“each has used art as a pow-
erful tool to heal, grow and 
express their valuable and 
unique points of view.”

comprised of nine artists, 
open Studio cambodia pro-
vides marketing and domestic 
and international exhibition 
opportunities to its members 
and collaborates with a net-
work of artists and arts organ-
isations to promote the rising 
contemporary art scene in 
cambodia as a whole. 

Iida refers to open Studio 
cambodia as an “artist collective” 
rather than a “social enterprise”.

“We support our artists and 
fund our charitable activities 
by offering contemporary art 
tours throughout the country 
year-round,” says Iida.

Iida has been in cambodia 
for 12 years which makes her 
especially qualified to man-
age and curate meaningful 
cross-cultural tours. 

“Unfortunately, covid-19 has 
taken a big toll on the artists in 
the collective as they relied heav-
ily on tourism and public events 
to sell their work,” Iida says.

“All nine of the artists we 
work with are solely depen-
dent on their art sales to make 
a living, so the pandemic has 
seriously negatively affected 
their livelihoods.” 

When art galleries tempo-
rarily closed, chear contin-
ued to work, hoping to over-
come the pandemic blow.

“If I cannot showcase and 
sell my artwork, I don’t know 
what else I can do,” says 

chear, who will host a solo 
exhibition following Tomor-
row is a New Day.

Future exhibitions
According to Iida, the artists 

will have a continued pres-
ence at Factory Phnom Penh, 

evolving their exhibitions to 
feature new work by emerging 
contemporary cambodian 
artists through open Studio 
cambodia, including chear’s 
upcoming solo exhibition.

She says: “We also will open a 
new exhibition on october 24 in 

the same place for Morn chear’s 
block prints and painting.”

entitled Metamorphosis, the 
exhibition will feature 26 orig-
inal linoleum-cut block print 
pieces of art and acrylic paint-
ings. they were created at 
open Studio cambodia’s villa, 

which relocated from Kampot 
to Siem reap last year. 

Iida says: “We also regularly 
hold events and art-making 
workshops in Siem reap at our 
studio off National road 6 and 
in the AIr Gallery powered by Ft 
Gallery at Factory Phnom Penh.” 

We will continue to regularly 
activate the space and engage 
the community through art 
making workshops, speakers, 
and events for all ages.”

open Studio cambodia is 
also occasionally able to con-
nect cambodian artists with 
international exhibition op-
portunities such as their con-
temporary group exhibition 
in France this month.

“We’re having an exhibition 
in Paris from the october 9-21 
in Paris with Galerie Lee, curat-
ed by Frank Vassal,” Iida says.

back in the gallery at Facto-
ry Phnom Penh, seven of the 
30 art pieces priced between 
$100 and $1,200 have already 
been sold. 

to view the Tomorrow is a 
New Day exhibition, visit Fac-
tory Phnom Penh at 1159 Na-
tional road 2. 

cooped up 
by covid-19, 
artists reveal 
heartfelt work

Open Studio Cambodia, an art collective created to empower aspiring artists, also helps connect Cambodian artists to international markets. hong menea

Artist Morn Chear lost his hands in an electric accident and turned to art to inspire others like himself to 
persevere. He’s sold four out of five of his art pieces at Tomorrow is a New Day. afp

With many art galleries closed due to the pandemic, five artists hunkered down in a Siem Reap villa and dug deep to create 30 new pieces. hong menea
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The grand opening of Prince Manor Resort, located along the Mekong River in Phnom Penh, was held last Wednesday. Prime Minister 
Hun Sun and Chinese Ambassador to Cambodia HE Wang Wentian attended the opening. The international-standard leisure park and resort, 
spread over 13ha, has been developed by Prince Real Estate Group. One exciting feature is the 88m high Ferris wheel – the “Phnom Penh 
Eye” – which offers visitors a birds-eye view of the capital. The resort also boasts a 10,000sqm Fantasy Water Park and go-karting, as well 
as a fun eco-park.  

Inauguration of Prince Manor Resort 
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Paragon International University and the Institute of Banking and Finance Cambodia teamed up 
on Wednesday to further hone the training of the workforce for the financial sector. Both parties 
inked a memorandum of understanding on a collaboration to bridge the skills gap between the 
programmes of academic institutions and the needs of the banking sector. Minister of Education, 
Youth and Sport HE Dr Hang Chuon Naron presided over the signing ceremony.

Paragon and bankers cooperate to improve skills
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AIA (Cambodia) Life Insurance Plc on Wednesday announced the opening of three new branches 
to reach out to a wider rural client base. The new offices are located in Kampong Cham, Kampot and 
Battambang provinces. The move comes as part of AIA Cambodia’s efforts to meet the growing need 
for financial protection and long-term savings in the Kingdom. The announcement was made at a 
special ceremony held at a leading hotel in Phnom Penh.

AIA Cambodia adds three new branches 
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Deep gulf
  6 Highlight reel accompaniment
 11 Certain Beatle’s lady
 14 One of the Allman Brothers
 15 America’s bird
 16 Fighter at Vicksburg
 17 Seller’s hoped-for number
 19 Tarzan beast
 20 Beach playthings
 21 Sports complexes
 23 “To ___ is human ...’’
 26 Drag before a jury
 27 Bit of glitter
 28 Type of doll or economics
 30 Orbital high point
 31 “My Cherie ___”
 32 Smoothing tool
 33 Sail afore the foremast
 36 British title
 37 Speak at length
 38 Popular sandwich option
 39 Not the longest dashes
 40 Deceptive appearance
 41 Large water conduits
 42 Doesn’t act conservatively

 44 It holds one cup
 45 Jeans magnate Levi
 47 Experienced office holder
 48 Important time
 49 Frolic
 50 Part of A/V
 52 ___-Wan Kenobi
 53 Kind of insurance
 58 “The Blacklist” network
 59 Remove from a hard drive
 60 A day’s march
 61 It can be rolled or batted
 62 Wigwam kin
 63 Submarine locator
DOWN
  1 Toothpaste-certifying org.
  2 Mass transit carrier
  3 Chatter incessantly
  4 Pinking shears sound
  5 Washington post
  6 Answer  
 7  They’re good listeners
  8 Some special effects (abbr.)
  9 “Untouchables” target
 10 British aristocracy
 11 Breakfast staple
 12 Country in the Himalayas

 13 Way too big for one’s britches, say
 18 ___ d’Italia (cycling event)
 22 Reverse from WSW
 23 Avoid 
24 Subject of Caesar
 25 Hotel amenity
 27 Outpouring, as of words
 29 Word with “date” or “process”
 30 “Amo, amas, I love ___”
 32 Is inquisitive
 34 Word with “tube” or “circle”
 35 Iraq’s main port
 37 Win a “no blinking” contest
 38 Frat “T”
 40 Haute cuisine patron
 41 Feelings of spite
 43 “Nixon in China” role
 44 Carbonated drink
 45 Breakfast pastry
 46 Cat, informally
 47 Blender option
 50 Cathedral section
 51 Sgt. Snorkel’s dog
 54 Drink like a 46-Down
 55 Actor McKellan
 56 Tax pro
 57 Always used by a poet?

“FROSTY BUTT” 

Friday’s solution

Friday’s solution
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HUKet’S go-go danc-
ers sit playing on their 
phones in empty bars 
lining deserted streets 

as the thai tourist island reels 
from the ravages of the pandem-
ic with little sign of any recovery 
soon.

Swimming pools are empty, 
chairs are stacked high in de-
serted restaurants and normally 
packed beaches are so quiet 
they are even seeing rare species 
of sea turtle arriving to nest.

Last year, more than nine mil-
lion tourists visited Phuket, the 
kingdom’s second most popu-
lar destination after bangkok.

today, nearly all the island’s 
3,000 hotels are closed and the 
main town of Patong has be-
come a “ghost town”, says lo-
cal tycoon Preechawut Keesin, 
who owns five nightclubs and 
around 600 hotel rooms.

thailand has so far re-
mained relatively unscathed 
from the global outbreak with 
around 3,600 confirmed cases 
and just a few dozen deaths.

but the kingdom’s decision 
to concentrate on beating the 
virus has dealt a brutal blow 
to the economy, which is ex-
pected to contract seven-to-

nine per cent this year and 
leave millions unemployed.

“My boss wants to help the staff 
keep their jobs, but I don’t think 
we can survive after the end of 
the year,” sighs Jantima tongsri-
jern, manager of Pum Pui bar.

‘Worse than tsunami’
In normal times, 80 per cent 

of the island’s profits come from 
tourism, a sector that employs 
more than 300,000 people.

tens of thousands of those 
who have lost their jobs have re-
turned to their home provinces.

Life is hard for those stick-
ing it out.

Some have accepted huge 
pay cuts, while others join the 
long lines at the food distribu-
tion centres or scrape together 
an income where they can.

bar owner orathai Sidel says 
she used to make 100,000 baht 
($3,200) a month in high season.

With her business a victim 
of the pandemic, she now sells 
desserts from a streetside cart, 
making just $3 a day to try to 
cover her children’s school fees.

“We’re just fighting to survive,” 
says fellow street vendor Poi, 
fired in June from the restaurant 
where she used to work.

Phuket has been due to wel-
come thailand’s first foreign 
tourists since April in a cau-
tious experiment by the king-
dom, but their arrival keeps 
being pushed back.

And the two-week com-
pulsory quarantine and high 
price tag – several thousand 
dollars a person – will mean 
this is a niche market.

“We will have to focus on 
developing local customers 
and individual travellers rath-
er than mass tourism,” says 
Preechawut Keesin.

before the pandemic, do-
mestic holidaymakers only 
made up 30 per cent of visi-
tors to Phuket, prompting the 
local tourism industry to re-
think its business model.

trial packages are already be-
ing offered to domestic tourists 
for as low as $30 for two nights, 
flights included from bangkok 
– but the rock-bottom prices 
mean hotels will likely not even 
recover their costs.

“We don’t expect a return to 
normal for three years,” forecasts 
Kongsak Khoopongsakorn.

“the situation is much 
worse than after the tsunami 
in 2004.” AFP

‘Ghost island’ Phuket 
adrift in quiet thailand

tWo Florida hunters set a 
new record when they caught 
a burmese python that mea-
sured a whopping 5.71m, au-
thorities in the southern state 
said on Friday, as they encour-
age more people to eliminate 
the invasive species.

the burmese python was 
captured 60km west of Miami 
and weighed in at 47kg, the 
Florida Fish and Wildlife con-
servation commission said. 

“that’s a new record!” the 
agency said in a statement ac-
companied by a picture of hunt-
ers ryan Ausburn and Kevin 
Pavlidis, posing at either end of 
the monster serpent, stretched 
across a country road.

“the removal of this female 
snake is a triumph for our na-
tive wildlife and habitats,” the 
commission said.

the previous record for the 
invasive species was 5.68m, 

captured in 2013.
A native of Southeast Asia, 

the constrictors were prob-
ably introduced to Florida as 
exotic pets toward the end of 
the last century and released 
into the everglades, vast wet-
lands that occupy much of 
the southern part of the state.

they have no natural 
predators there and feed on 
everything from raccoons to 
smaller alligators.

the Florida Fish and Wild-
life conservation commis-
sion pays hunters a bounty to 
capture the invasive snakes. 
AFP

Hunters bag record-breaking 
python in US everglades

Kevin Pavlidis (left) and Ryan Ausburn captured the giant python 56km 
west of Miami, Florida. SOUTH FLORIDA WATER MANAgEMENT DISTRICT/AFP

Patong beach in Phuket has been uncharacteristically empty and there’s little sign of recovery. AFP
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Germany defeats Ukraine 
for first Nations League win

All blacks, Wallabies dejected by ‘wild’ test draw

G
erMANY picked up 
a first win in their 
Nations League 
group on Satur-

day with a workmanlike 2-1 
away victory against Ukraine 
to break their run of three 
straight draws, but head coach 
Joachim Loew admitted they 
should have won by more.

Defender Matthias Ginter 
gave Germany a first-half lead 
in Kiev, then Leon Goretzka 
capitalised on a horrible mis-
take by the Ukraine goalkeep-
er before ruslan Malinovskyi 
converted a late penalty for 
the hosts.

Loew was “satisfied” with 
the away win, but admitted 
“we should have been three 
or four goals ahead before 
they scored”.

He rued Malinovskyi’s pen-
alty, given away cheaply by 
Niklas Suele, which was “un-
necessary. We hardly gave the 
Ukrainians a chance to score”.

“In some phases we gave 
the ball away too easily,” add-
ed Loew.

After drawing their opening 
Nations League games against 
Spain and Switzerland, then 
being held 3-3 by turkey in 
a friendly on Wednesday, the 
win lifted Germany to second 
in the group behind Spain.

However, Germany can ex-
pect a tougher task against 
Switzerland in cologne on 
tuesday and should have 
scored more having enjoyed 
around 75 per cent possession 
against a weakened Ukraine 
side.

“It was important to get 
the win, but we didn’t take 
our chances to make it 3-0. It 
wasn’t the best game from us,” 
admitted goal-scorer Ginter.

Loew named a full-strength 
side with Paris Saint-Germain 
midfielder Julian Draxler and 
chelsea defender Antonio 
ruediger the only two survi-

vors of the side which drew 
against turkey.  

they took the lead on 20 
minutes when ruediger put 
in a good run in the area and 
squared the ball where Ginter 
was waiting at the far post.

the Germans kept Ukraine 
goalkeeper Heorhiy bush-
chan busy all evening.

With half an hour played, 
the Dynamo Kiev shot stop-
per tipped a long-range strike 
from Joshua Kimmich over 
the bar, then palmed a Serge 
Gnabry header around the 
post four minutes later.

However, in the match 
build-up Germany head coach 
Joachim Loew had made a 
point of wanting less posses-
sion given away, but on far too 
many occasions his side was 
guilty of surrendering the ball 
with sloppy passes.

one particular poor pass to 
no one by Gnabry was snapped 
up by the Ukraine attack.

the chance came to noth-
ing, but a better team would 
have punished the Germans’ 
first-half sloppiness. 

Germany tightened their 
passing and doubled their 
lead four minutes after the 
break when bushchan - for 
once - failed to hold a cross 
and Goretzka headed the 
stray ball into the net.

bushchan quickly regained 
his composure to deny Drax-
ler’s shot at point-blank range 
when he got down to make a 
great parry moments later.

Another great save just be-
fore the hour mark saw a vol-
ley by wing back Luke Klos-
termann pushed the ball over 
the crossbar.

Ukraine pulled a goal back 14 
minutes from time when Suele 
mistimed his tackle in the area 
and brought down Ukraine 
forward roman Yaremchuk, 
Malinovskyi converting the 
consolation penalty. afp

tHe All blacks and Wallabies were 
both left dejected after they battled 
for nearly 90 minutes in a ‘wild’ 
thriller to relaunch international 
rugby after the covid hiatus only to 
end up with 16-16 draw. 

there were chances for both sides 
to snatch victory in the wind and 
rain at Wellington Stadium as play 
swept up and down the field for 

nearly 10 minutes after the final 
hooter, but in the end they had to 
settle for a stalemate.

“that’s bitterly disappointing for an 
All blacks side,” coach Ian Foster said 
while Wallabies’ mentor David ren-
nie said the Australians “had a chance 
but didn’t take it. We’re certainly not 
celebrating in the changing room.” 

Although there were obvious signs 

of rust in the first test for New Zea-
land and Australia in almost a year 
since the 2019 World cup, as a show-
case for a sport re-emerging from 
the covid-19 pandemic the match 
was a gripping cliffhanger. 

the build-up to the match had 
been dominated by a war of words 
over the future course of the south-
ern hemisphere’s Super rugby and 
rugby championship competitions.

And there was little clue in the pul-
sating battle on the field that the Wal-
labies had not won in New Zealand 
since 2001 and had not lifted the trans-
tasman bledisloe cup for 18 years.

the All blacks started as over-
whelming favourites but they were 
a whisker away from seismic upset 
when, with the score 16-16 and the 
80 minutes expired, a booming re-
ece Hodge penalty from 55 metres 
to win the match for the Wallabies 
rebounded off the upright. 

‘I won’t forget that game’ 
that ignited a frenzied period in 

which play swept from one end the 
field to the other as both teams un-

successfully attempted to find the 
winning points as the clock ticked 
towards 90 minutes. 

“I won’t forget that game any time 
soon. It was wild,” said Wallabies 
captain Michael Hooper who was 
celebrating his 100th test cap. 

rennie said it his Wallabies needed 
to improve the quality of their clea-
nout after infringing on multiple oc-
casions at the breakdown. 

“It just wasn’t good enough. It’s an area 
we’ll need to be better at next week. We 
gave away 14 penalties and a big chunk 
of those were post-tackle,” he said.

the one pleasing aspect for the New 
Zealand-born rennie was that the Wal-
labies were not happy with the draw. 

“I’m rapt with the character. What I 
like is seeing the disappointment with 
the guys in the changing room,” he said.

“there’s three tests (in the 2020 
bledisloe cup series) left and we’ve 
got to win two, so from that perspec-
tive it’s not a bad result but we’re 
certainly not satisfied with a draw.” 

the All blacks were forced to make 
100 tackles more than the Wallabies and 
disappointed skipper Sam cane said it 

was difficult to win from that situation. 
“In test matches you can’t be de-

fending the whole time. It would be 
quite nice to apply more pressure 
with the ball and that will be a focus 
for us this week.” 

After the All blacks last year turned 
a 47-26 loss to Australia in Perth into 
a 36-0 rout in Auckland a week later, 
Foster was not fazed by drawing the 
series opener. 

“I don’t think it puts us on the 
back foot,” he said, adding he liked 
the “don’t give up attitude” from the 
All blacks at the end, although they 
made some sloppy errors.

that included rieko Ioane botch-
ing a certain try just on half-time 
when he dived for the line and lost 
control of the ball before he could 
complete a one-handed finish. 

For the All blacks, who led 8-3 at 
half-time, tries were scored by Jordie 
barrett and Aaron Smith with bar-
rett landing two penalties. 

Wings Marika Koroibete and Fi-
lipo Daugunu scored the Wallabies 
tries with James o’connor adding 
two penalties. afp

SPANIArD DANI SorDo 
won the last three stages and 
four overall to build a lead of 
more than 17 seconds in the 
rally of Sardinia on Friday.

the Hyundai driver has not 
scored a point in the World ral-
ly championship this season 
but won in Sardinia last year. 

He took the second stage and 
then grabbed the lead when he 
was fastest by 9.4sec on the 
fourth stage, the last one on the 
morning loop. He then won the 
two afternoon stages.

“I am really happy to come 
back like this,” Sordo said. 
“We pushed hard and made 
time with good tyre choices.” 

“We need to stay like this 
tomorrow, it will not be easy.”

Finland’s teemu Suninen, 
who won the opening stage 
in his M-Sport Ford, lies sec-
ond. 

Sordo’s belgian team-mate 
thierry Neuville, who stalled 
twice during the day, was 
second on the sixth and final 
stage of the day to take third 
from Frenchman Sebastien 
ogier.

In the driver championship, 
ogier is second to toyota 
team-mate elfyn evans. 

As leader, the Welshman had 

to open the road on Friday. 
“Just impossible,” he said.
evans did interrupt Sordo’s 

winning streak by taking the 
third stage but ended the day 
in fifth, 51 seconds behind 
the leader and 16 seconds be-
hind ogier. 

Defending champion esto-
nian ott tanak is nearly two 
minutes behind Sordo after 
struggling with suspension 
problems in the morning.

“obviously in the after-
noon stages everything was 
working fine from our side, 
no drama and no surprises,” 
tanak said. “our position is 
not great, so let’s see, but the 
guys we hope to catch are 
now closer to us.”

the urgency of the battle for 
points was diminished dur-
ing the day by the news that 
the Wrc was adding a ninth 
leg, at Monza in December, to 
its pandemic-reduced 2020 
calendar.

When racing began on Fri-
day, there was only one rally 
scheduled after this one, in 
belgium on November 19-22. 
by the end of the day, driv-
ers knew they would have 
two more chances to collect 
points. afp

Sordo wins four 
stages to lead the 
rally of Sardinia

Japanese driver Takamoto Katsuta steers his Totota Yarris WRC in the 
Rally of Sardinia, which is led by Spaniard Dani Sordo. afp

The All Blacks and Wallabies were both left dejected after they battled for nearly 90 
minutes to relaunch international rugby after the Covid hiatus only to draw. afp

Germany topped Ukraine in a 2-1 away victory to get its first win in the Uefa Nations League. afp



P
OLISH teenager Iga 
Swiatek won her 
country’s first Grand 
Slam singles title 

on Saturday as she defeated 
fourth seed Sofia Kenin from 
the US 6-4, 6-1 to become the 
youngest women’s French 
Open champion since 1992. 

The 19-year-old Swiatek, at 
54 the lowest-ranked woman 
to capture the Roland Garros 
title in the modern era, is the 
ninth first-time major champi-
on in the past 14 Grand Slams.

“It had to be that another 
underdog won a Grand Slam 
in women’s tennis. It is so often 
right now that it is crazy,” said 
Swiatek, who captured her first 
tour title in the process.

“I don’t know what’s going 
on. It’s overwhelming for me, 
it’s crazy.

“Two years ago I won a ju-
nior Grand Slam (at Wimble-
don) and now I’m here. It feels 
like such a short time.”

Swiatek is the youngest wom-
en’s French Open winner since 
Monica Seles lifted the trophy 
as an 18-year-old in 1992. She 
is the first teenage champion 

since Iva Majoli in 1997. 
“It’s crazy for me because I 

watched Rafael Nadal lift the 
trophy every year and now I’m 
in the same place,” added Swi-
atek, the first woman to secure 
the title without losing a set 
since Justine Henin in 2007.

Swiatek also became just 
the second unseeded wom-
en’s Roland Garros champion 
in the Open era, joining Jel-
ena Ostapenko who claimed 
a shock title three years ago.  

She eclipsed the run of com-
patriot Jadwiga Jedrzejowska 
– the most outstanding Polish 
player of the interwar period 
– who finished runner-up at 
Roland Garros in 1939. 

Swiatek was only the sec-
ond Polish woman to reach a 
Grand Slam final in the Open 
era after Agnieszka Radwans-
ka at Wimbledon in 2012. She 
had never previously been 
beyond the last 16.

Australian Open champion 
Kenin, 21, fell short in her 
attempt to become the first 
woman to capture two Slams 
in the same year since Angel-
ique Kerber in 2016.

“I just want to congratulate 
Iga on a great tournament 
and a great match. You played 
really well,” said Kenin.

Swiatek rises to the 
challenge 

Swiatek, whose 
only previous tour-
level final came at 
Lugano last year, dis-
pelled any initial fear 
of nerves as she won 
12 of the first 15 points 
to surge 3-0 ahead.

However, Kenin has made 
a habit of fighting through 
tough situations in Paris and 
broke back when Swiatek 
served an untimely double 
fault allowing Kenin to lev-
el at 3-all.

Swiatek, who blud-
geoned her way into the 
championship match, con-
ceding just 23 games in six 
rounds, secured a precious 
hold before Kenin lost her 
serve for the second time.

Serving for the first set at 5-3, 
Swiatek dumped a tame back-
hand into the net on set point 
and Kenin immediately broke 

back, ripping a 
blistering back-
hand return.   

Kenin’s resil-
ience has been 
a staple of her 

success but she 
cracked again 
to present Swi-

atek with two 
more set points 

at 4-5, promptly 
dragging a back-

hand wide to hand 
the Pole the open-
ing set.

The sixth-ranked Kenin, who 
had never advanced as far as 
the quarter-finals on clay be-
fore this fortnight, broke to 
begin the second set.

But an undeterred Swiatek 
responded the following game, 
smacking a backhand down the 
line to break once more before 
holding with ease to go 2-1 up.

Kenin subsequently called 
for a medical timeout to re-
ceive off-court treatment on 
her taped left thigh, but she 
could not slow the momen-
tum of her opponent as Swi-

atek broke for a fifth time.
Swiatek won the next eight 

points to storm to the cusp of 
the title at 5-1, securing a his-
toric triumph with a powerful 
cross-court forehand on her 
first match point.

“I was just mentally consis-
tent. I just wanted to play ag-
gressive as in previous rounds. 
It was really stressful for me so 
kind of hard,” said Swiatek, who 
will rise to 17th on Monday.

“I don’t know what made the dif-
ference. I won the match point and 
that is important enough.” afp 
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The widely anticipated 
grand opening cer-
emony on Wednes-
day of Prince Manor 

Resort by Prince Real estate 
Group was held. Cambodian 
Prime Minister Samdech hun 
Sen, Chinese Ambassador to 
Cambodia he Wang Wen-
tian, Deputy Prime Minister 
hor Namhong, Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of 
National Assembly-Senate 
Relations and Inspection Men 
Sam An, Deputy Prime Minis-
ter Yim Chhay Ly, Minister 
of Tourism Dr Thong Khon, 
Kandal province governor 
Kong Sophorn, and other 
senior government officials 
attended the event. 

Neak Okhna Chen Zhi, 
chairman of Prince holding 
Plc, Cliff Koh, director and 
secretary-general of Prince 
holding Plc, Steven Wang, 
CeO of Prince Real estate 
Group, and Wang Zheng, 
general manager of Prince 
Manor, along with other 
executives, staff representa-
tives of the group and media 
associates also participated 
in the ceremony to celebrate 
the grand opening of Prince 
Manor Resort.

On behalf of Prince hold-
ing Plc, Koh expressed his 
heartfelt gratitude to Prime 

Minister Samdech hun Sen 
and Ambassador Wang for 
gracing the event. In his 
speech, he conveyed his best 
wishes to Prince Manor for its 
grand opening and expressed 
his appreciation to the direc-
tors of the group and the staff 
of Prince Manor Resort for all 
their hard work. Koh shared 
that he has high hopes for the 
future development of Prince 
Manor Resort.   

It was mentioned that 80 
per cent of Prince Manor 
Resort’s employees are locals, 
and despite the pandemic 
this year, none of the staff 

were retrenched or had their 
salaries reduced. 

In closing, the Prince Real 
estate Group also renewed 
its commitment to support 
Cambodia’s economic growth 
and tourism industry in align-
ment with the government’s 
national objectives

At the ceremony, Prime 
Minister Samdech hun Sen 
extended his heartfelt con-
gratulations to the resort, say-
ing that Prince Manor Resort 
would showcase the beauty 
of Phnom Penh to all tourists, 
improve the city’s image and 
stimulate the recovery of the 

tourism industry. 
In addition, Prime Minister 

Samdech hun Sen suggested 
to the Prince holding Group 
to develop more water-
based activities at ports and 
wharves in the future to 
attract more tourists. 

he indicated that the 
Royal Government of Cam-
bodia would provide more 
quality and efficient services 
to facilitate the business 
development of competitive 
enterprises like the Prince 
Real estate Group. 

After the ceremony, all the 
executives and guests toured 

Prince Manor Resort. The dis-
tinguished guests were briefed 
about the unique tropical 
landscape, the beautiful 88-
meter tall “Phnom Penh eye” 
Ferris wheel, and the eco park. 

Prince Manor Resort is lo-
cated along the Mekong River 
in Phnom Penh, the capital of 
Cambodia. 

As the first boutique cul-
tural tourism resort developed  
by Prince Real estate Group, 
the resort covers 136,000 
square meters of prime land 
and has a high-level green 
space allocation, occupying 
88 per cent of the land area. 

The Family Fairy Park, Lei-
sure holiday Park, health and 
Wellness Park, Forest Rhythm 
Park, and elite Luxury Park 
are all popular sections of 
Prince Manor, which aspires 
to be the “Garden City” of 
Phnom Penh. 

As the only integrated 
recreational resort in Phnom 
Penh, Prince Manor Resort 
will bring a world of fantasy 
to Cambodia and unparalleled 
travel experience to tourists 
from all over the world with 
its well-designed landscapes 
and advanced recreational 
facilities. 

Prince Manor Resort opening offers 
unrivalled unique fantasy experience 
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Prime Minister Samdech Hun Sen inaugurates the Prince Manor Resort in Kandal province.  Prime Minister Samdech Hun Sen and VIPs pose for a group photo. supplied

Swiatek first Pole to 
win a Grand Slam

Polish teenager Iga Swiatek won her country’s first Grand Slam singles title on Saturday by 
defeating fourth seed Sofia Kenin 6-4, 6-1. afp
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