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Niem Chheng

US AMBASSADOR to Cambo-
dia Patrick Murphy said coop-
eration between the two 
nations regarding legal enforce-
ment had produced results, but 
was usually ‘unheralded’. 

Murphy made the remarks 
during a press conference at 
the embassy on Thursday to 
highlight cooperation between 
the two countries on legal 
enforcement, a planned event 
to commemorate the 70th 
anniversary of Cambodia-US 
diplomatic relations. 

“I think this is kind of quiet 
but unheralded area of coop-
eration. That means it doesn’t 
always get a lot of attention, but 
we have a lot of success to show 
for it. We have law enforcement 
agencies from the United States 
who work here in Cambodia 
every day with their counter-
parts to help Cambodia become 
a safer, healthier, more pros-
perous, well-developed coun-
try,” he said. 

The ambassador added that 
the US wanted to counter and 
dismantle transnational crimi-
nal networks around the world, 
including in Cambodia. It has 
tried to stop criminal networks 
from making inroads and gains 
in Cambodia by countering 
human and wildlife trafficking 
and protecting children.

The US is also working to pro-
tect the Kingdom’s cultural her-
itage by returning stolen arte-
facts to the country. There is also 
a desire to cooperate with Cam-
bodia on countering the prolif-
eration of weapons, he said.

In the area of environmental 
crimes, the US, through 
USAID, has trained hundreds 
of forest rangers in Cambodia. 
Over the last year, rangers 
seized hundreds of snares and 
chainsaws and arrested 60 sus-
pects. Also, several dozens of 
endangered wildlife have been 
saved and released back into 
the wild, Murphy said.

He said efforts were being 
made to prevent American 
criminals from entering Cam-
bodia. Over the last two years, 
the US identified 20 fugitives 
in Cambodia and deported 
them to face justice in the US. 
The Federal Bureau of Investi-
gation (FBI) is opening a joint 
taskforce office with Cambo-
dian police, he said.

“These are the kinds of suc-
cesses we’ve had. As I said, 
sometimes it is quiet and 
behind the scenes. Sometimes 
it’s known publicly. But it is 
really important fundamen-
tally for the safety, health and 
prosperity of Cambodian peo-
ple,” he said.

ContInued – page 2

Khouth Sophak Chakrya

A
FTER inspecting heavily 
flooded roads in the country, 
the Ministry of Public Works 
and Transport urged special-

ists in Phnom Penh and the provinces 
to ban traffic on the most-affected 
roads to reduce safety risks to citizens 
and prevent damage to property. 

Kandal provincial public works 
department director Moeng You-

leng told The Post that on Wednes-
day evening, he issued a notification 
temporarily banning heavy vehicles 
from travelling on national roads 2, 
3, 4, 5, 20, 20A, 21, 21A and 21B. 

“The temporary suspension of 
traffic on those roads is [being im-
plemented] to maintain the roads 
and bridges and ensure safe traf-
fic. At this moment, those roads are 
submerged and the water level is 2.5 
decimetres and over,” he said.

Takeo Provincial Hall administra-
tive director Moeng Vuthy told The 
Post that trucks were also banned 
from travelling on national roads 2 
and 3 in the province. 

“For National Road 2, trucks are 
banned from travelling from the 
Chambak Roundabout to Kampong 
Dangkor bordering Kandal prov-
ince,” he said.

After the Prek Thnot River dam col-
lapsed on Wednesday morning, some 

citizens’ houses and roads in Dangkor 
district in the south of Phnom Penh 
were submerged in fast-moving water. 

On Thursday, Phnom Penh mu-
nicipal governor Khuong Sreng de-
cided to temporarily block Chamkar 
Doung Street (217) to the Kuor Srov 
Roundabout and several other roads 
in the district. 

Sim Tola, the head of Dangkor dis-
trict administration, told The Post on 
Thursday that 11 of the district’s com-

munes were submerged in water.  
“For now, we still don’t know the 

number of houses or families that 
were affected by the floods. As an 
emergency mechanism for now, we 
have to think of citizens’ lives by 
evacuating seriously affected people 
to high ground first,” he said.

Prey Sar Prison (M2) in the dis-
trict’s Prey Sar commune was also

Floods force road closures,13 dead 
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State of emergency declared in Thai capital 

US’ Murphy touts 
cooperation on 
legal enforcement

THAI authorities rounded up 
protest leaders under sweeping 
emergency powers announced 
on Thursday as it launched a 
crackdown on escalating pro-
democracy demonstrations 
that have also targeted the 
unassailable monarchy.

Three top activists were 
among nearly two dozen 
arrested under a decree that 

also banned gatherings of 
more than four people after 
months of student-led pro-
tests against the government.

It comes a day after protesters 
challenged a royal motorcade 
– flashing the three-fingered 
salute adopted from The Hun-
ger Games books and films – in 
an unprecedented act of defi-
ance against the monarchy.

After the emergency meas-
ures were announced early on 
Thursday, riot police dis-
persed hundreds of protesters 
who camped overnight out-
side the prime minister’s 
office in Bangkok.

Army spokesman Lieuten-
ant-General Santipong 
Thampiya played down the 
presence of military officers 

around some government 
buildings, writing on Face-
book they were there “to assist 
the law enforcement”.

Premier Prayut Chan-o-cha 
was army chief when the mil-
itary seized power in a 2014 
coup before winning a dis-
puted election in March

wing and a prayer
an endangered white-winged duck is seen leaving its nest at the Kulen promtep wildlife sanctuary in preah Vihear province 
on July 8. according to wCs Cambodia, only about 20-30 white-winged ducks remain in the sanctuary. WCS CAMBODIA
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Long Kimmarita

T
HE Ministry of 
Health established 
two VIP Covid-19 
treatment centres to 

service well-off patients di-
agnosed with coronavirus.

One VIP centre is located at 
the Khmer-Soviet Friendship 
Hospital. The other is at the 
National Centre for Tuber-
culosis and Leprosy Control. 
They each have big rooms 
and separate treatment areas. 

During a visit to the facility at 
the Khmer-Soviet Friendship 
Hospital on Wednesday, health 
minister Mam Bun Heng said 
the VIP room is designed to be 
modern and convenient for 
treatment of travellers from 
abroad, especially national 
and international diplomats.

“This VIP room has a sepa-
rate room with a separate 
bathroom and modern equip-
ment for foreigners and Cam-

bodians with better resources.
“We provide the same treat-

ment as the general ward, but 
this ward is more modern. We 
set up the VIP area to cater to 
diplomats and UN officials and 
others who have the resources. 
Having said that, it does not 
mean people with less money 
are not being provided with 
the same services, doctors and 
medicine,” he said.

According to a ministry 
report, there are nearly 100 
beds and a team of nearly 100 
doctors at the Khmer-Soviet 
Friendship Hospital and the 
National Centre for Tubercu-
losis and Leprosy Control for 
Covid-19 treatment.

Khmer-Soviet Friendship 
Hospital director Ngy Meng 
told The Post on Thursday there 
are about 50 rooms for treat-
ment of Covid-19 patients.

“We’ve already prepared . . . 
but we don’t have new Covid-
19 patients yet. Moving to the 

special VIP room is patients’ 
choice,” Meng said.

Regarding the cost, he said 
the ministry is preparing the 
price and will reveal it later.

In addition to the expansion 
of Covid-19 treatment centres, 
Bun Heng said that to prevent 
community transmission, 

health officials will continue to 
educate people and strength-
en quarantine measures at the 
centres and home.

“All passengers travelling to 
Cambodia from abroad are 
required to test without ex-
ception. If they test positive 
they are taken for immediate 

treatment. If we let them go 
and they have coronavirus, it 
will transmit to the commu-
nity,” he said. 

In a press release on Thurs-
day, the ministry said there 
were no new positive Covid-19 
cases, with only five patients 
remaining hospitalised.
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The US also works with Cam-
bodia to counter criminal syndi-
cates and illicit narcotic drug 
trades by uncovering illegal labo-
ratories which produce synthetic 
drugs in Cambodia, he added.

Former opposition lawmaker Ou 
Chanrath said he observed that 
Cambodia, with contributions 
from the US, had made efforts to 
combat transnational crimes. But 
the local and international com-
munity seemed to pay less atten-
tion to this joint effort. They instead 
looked more at democracy and 
human rights, Chanrath said. 

“That’s why we seem to see 
more negative points than posi-
tive ones in Cambodia-US rela-
tions. I see there is plenty of 
cooperation on countering 
human trafficking, drugs, and 
other transnational crimes. 

“But as an opposition party, what 
we try to improve is democracy 
and human rights, legal enforce-
ment of the government, and then 
we show them to the public. The 
government has to show their 
achievements,” he said.

Kin Phea, the director of the 
Royal Academy of Cambodia’s 
International Relations Institute, 
said Cambodia-US relations 
seemed to conjure up negative 
images of human rights, democ-
racy and sanctions. 

“Relations between the two coun-
tries do have a lot of good going for 
them in areas such as judicial sys-
tems, education, the environment, 
culture and health. These are good 
areas of cooperation but they seem 
to be marred by a black cloud.

“The two nations should look at 
the good lessons they’ve learned 
together in order to expand the 
relationship, instead of tying up 
themselves to the bad past. A good 
relationship between the two 
countries depends on mutual 
respect of sovereignty and avoid-
ing interfering in the internal 
affairs of each other,” he said.

Crime aid set 
to boost US 
relations with 
the Kingdom

Covid-19 VIP 
centres open

Four Taiwan suspects held over $10M of drugs
Soth Koemsoeun

THE Phnom Penh Municipal 
Court has placed four Taiwan-
ese suspects in pre-trial deten-
tion after they were arrested 
for possessing nearly three 
tonnes of drug ingredients 
worth about $10 million in 
Preah Sihanouk province and 
Phnom Penh.

Court spokesman Kuch Kim-
long said on Thursday the four 
were charged with “transport-
ing, trafficking, processing and 
storing drugs illegally” under 
articles 40 and 48 of the Law 
on Drug Control.

Loek Vannak, director of the 
National Police’s anti-drug 
department, said on Thursday 
that police seized over two 

tonnes of drugs and 600kg of 
chemicals worth $10 million 
at three locations in Preah 
Sihanouk and four targets in 
Phnom Penh on October 7. 

He said specialists cooper-
ated with police from Preah 
Vihear province, Phnom Penh 
and Preah Sihanouk province 
to crack down on cross-border 
drug trafficking from Laos to 
Taiwan via Cambodia. The 
intelligence department and 
prosecutors from Phnom 
Penh, Preah Vihear and Preah 
Sihanouk were also involved 
in the operation. 

“For this case, our anti-drug 
department is continuing to 
search for their accomplices and 
cooperating with police from 
relevant countries to search for 

and crack down on more ring-
leaders,” Vannak said. 

The four suspects were iden-
tified as Chen Chin Chien, aka 
Jacky; Zhan Qi Zhi; Yu Yao 
Tsung; and Chen Pao Jiun. 
Jacky is the alleged ringleader 
while the others served as 
transporters. Another suspect 
named Wu Chi Hsun allegedly 
handled the drugs.

Wu died in an attempt to 
escape from authorities.

An anti-drug department 
report said the seized evidence 
included 76 sacks of methcathi-
none weighing 1,900kg, 62.3g of 
methamphetamine, and sev-
eral more kilogrammes of drugs, 
drug-producing equipment 
and 24 sacks of methyl glycidate 
weighing 600kg.

The Ministry of Health established two VIP Covid-19 treatment centres. supplied

Four Taiwanese suspects were arrested for possessing nearly three 
tonnes of drugs worth about $10 million. anti-drug department
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flooded. The prison housed 
around 1,400 inmates including 
women and minors. Prison 
guards temporarily transferred 
all of the inmates to Prey Sar 
Prison (M1) and Police Judiciaire 
(PJ) prison for their safety. 

General Department of 
Prisons spokesman Nuth 
Savna confirmed to The Post 
on Thursday that more than 
800 of the roughly 1,400 pris-
oners at M2 were transferred 
to M1. Another 500 inmates 
were transferred to the PJ 
prison. 

“Although they are prison-
ers, we cannot leave them 
behind. The floods flowed 
into detention rooms, some 
of which have a water depth 
of over one decimetre. Others 
have a depth of three deci-
metres. How do they bear to 
live? They are also humans,” 
he said.

Savna said the water had 
flooded the prisons’ com-
pounds and submerged them 
in nearly one metre of water. As 
a result, the prisons cannot per-
form their administrative work. 

“For now, the water is also 
seeping into certain parts of 
the M1 compound. But our 
prison guards are using ma-
chines to pump it out. Oth-
erwise, we don’t know how 

to evacuate them from this 
prison,” he said.

He added that currently, M1 
is housing over 8,000 prison-
ers while PJ experienced an in-
crease of up to 3,000 inmates. 
Serious floods on Tuesday 
necessitated the transfer of 
1,612 prisoners from Banteay 
Meanchey province to pris-
ons in other provinces. 

Of those prisoners, 811 
were transferred to Siem 
Reap province, 200 to Kam-
pong Thom and 200 others to 
Oddar Meanchey. Nearly 400 
prisoners were transferred 
to Trapaing Phlong prison in 
Tbong Khmum province.

According to the National 
Committee for Disaster Man-
agement on Thursday, rain-
induced floods have killed 13 
people in the country. More 
than 120,000 people have 
been forced to leave their 
homes to set up makeshift 
tents on higher ground.  An-
other 200,000 people are con-
tinuing to live at their homes 
surrounded by floodwater. 

The committee said flooding 
since early October had dam-
aged more than 130,000ha 
of rice and 55,360ha of cash 
crops. The floods also dam-
aged 31 rural roads spanning 
1,459km and national roads 
totalling 202km as well as 
bridges, dams and canals.

Mom Kunthear

THE Ministry of Education, 
Youth and Sport on Wednes-
day issued guidelines for 
schools to lessen the impact 
of flood damage.

Minister Hang Chuon Naron 
said the recent flash floods have 
affected school buildings, study 
materials and equipment.

He advised departments to 
monitor the weather and flood 
information regularly and pro-
hibit students from playing in 
heavy flowing floodwaters. If 
necessary, students should be 
evacuated to a safe place and 
avoid travelling by water.

“School management and 
teachers must facilitate the 
travel of students in ways that 
are safe and responsible. Par-
ents and guardians need to 
take their children to school 
and back carefully,” he said.

The minister added that 
schools must cooperate with lo-
cal authorities, school support 
committees, civil society organ-
isations, charities and others to 
reduce the risk of disaster.

“Teachers must be encour-
aged to use all methods to 
continue teaching, including 
distance learning.  School 
directors must provide infor-
mation regularly and report 
on the impacts of flooding.”

Schools not affected by 
floods, he said, need to con-
tinue to monitor the weather 
and flood situation regularly 
while those located in vulner-
able areas must be prepared 

by storing materials such as 
books, electronic equipment 
and electrical appliances. 

He also advised all to work 
together to clean buildings 
and classrooms when the 
flooding stops. He said school 
management committees 
might need to fix desks, 
chairs, whiteboards, cabi-
nets, school equipment, and 
prepare damage reports.

Ministry spokesman Ros 
Soveacha told The Post on 
Thursday that a small num-
ber of schools have temporar-
ily suspended activities due 
to flash floods in provinces 
located in lowland areas.

“The ministry continues 
to pay close attention to the 
situation, based on official 
meteorological forecasts. The 
ministry’s school disaster 
management working group 
has continued to cooperate 
with school management 

committees and the local au-
thorities to be ready to inter-
vene as needed,” he said.

He said the ministry wel-
comes all cooperation to pre-
vent and respond to the effects 
of floods in public schools.

He asked students and 
teachers to be vigilant, con-
tinue healthcare and respect 
traffic laws, including wear-
ing helmets. 

According to a National 
Committee for Disaster Man-
agement report issued on 
Thursday, 425 schools have 
been impacted by floods. 

They include 26 schools 
in Pursat province, 316 in 
Battambang, 39 in Banteay 
Meanchey, two in Pailin, 23 
in Kandal, one in Preah Siha-
nouk, one in Kampong Thom, 
two in Stung Treng, one in 
Kampong Speu, three in 
Takeo, one in Kampong Cham 
and 10 in Siem Reap.
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Students walk past a flooded school in Phnom Penh’s Dangkor district 
on Thursday as more rain is expected. heng chivoan

Flood instructions issued 
for schools to bolster safety 

Migrant workers receive aid
Mom Kunthear

T
HE International 
Organisation for 
Migration (IOM) and 
the Korea Interna-

tional Cooperation Agency 
(KOICA) visited migrant work-
ers returning from Thailand at 
a quarantine centre in Prey 
Veng province.

The delegation visited to 
see first-hand the ongoing 
humanitarian efforts to assist 
Cambodian migrant workers 
returning because of Covid-
19, according to a press re-
lease issued on Wednesday. 

The mission is part of an 
ongoing project to protect 
returning migrants and host 
communities from the risk of 
Covid-19 transmission.

IOM Cambodia chief of 
mission Kristin Parco said the 
support from KOICA will help 
address the immediate needs 
of migrants as they travel 
from points of entry, through 
quarantine facilities and back 
to their communities in Prey 
Veng, Banteay Meanchey, Od-
dar Meanchey, Siem Reap and 
Battambang provinces.

“The returning migrants will 
receive information on Covid-
19 preventive measures, health 
screening and essential food 
supplies. The cooperation 
with KOICA is vital to support 
the efforts of the Cambodian 
government,” Parco said.

KOICA Cambodia country 
director Hyunjun Rho ex-

pressed appreciation to those 
who have worked hard to 
make the effort successful. 

“We are pleased to see the 
continued support from the 
Prey Veng provincial authori-
ties to protect returning mi-
grants and host communities 
from the risk of transmission by 
providing prevention informa-
tion, improving the efficiency 
of specimen collection in the 
province and providing essen-
tial food and hygiene supplies 
to quarantined migrants at the 
points of entry and in quaran-
tine centres,” Rho said.

He said while speaking with 
families and communities in 
Prey Veng, they learned more 
about the challenges faced by 
migrant workers including their 
irregular migrant status abroad, 
working conditions and worry 
for their families in Cambodia. 

The interviewed migrants 
worked in food processing, fish-
ing or at gas stations while in 
Thailand. As infection rates rose 
there, the migrants made the 
decision to return to Cambodia, 
which they said seemed safer.

Two family members, Rith, 
32, and Ny, 30, are quaran-
tined at home in Prey Pnov 
commune, in Prey Veng prov-
ince’s Pea Reang district.

Both said they have no 
plans to return to Thailand 
and intend to invest their sav-
ings in their own businesses. 
The joint business initiative 
would involve Rith starting 
frog farming and Ny running 
a grocery shop while their son 
attends the local school.

The migrant family said they 
were delighted to receive the 
quarantine supplies from KOI-
CA and plan to begin their busi-

ness venture after the quaran-
tine period is completed. 

Their neighbour Chheak, 
however, told the joint del-
egation a different story. 

Chheak, 50, spent nearly 
three years working in Thai-
land but returned to Cam-
bodia in October because of 
difficult working conditions. 
Having lost his main source 
of income, Chheak is worried 
about the future of his family. 

He said he does not want 
to migrate again to Thailand 
due to his age and the harsh 
conditions abroad. At the 
same time, he cannot see any 
opportunities in his village 
other than farming. 

Over 110,000 migrants have 
returned to Cambodia since 
March, including more than 
1,000 migrants to Prey Veng. 
The returns were sparked by 
business closures and job 
losses in Thailand and neigh-
bouring countries. Prey Veng 
has the fourth-largest num-
ber of returning migrants. 

IOM Cambodia has been 
supporting the returning mi-
grants in Prey Veng since April 
by supporting the quarantine 
facilities, distributing person-
al hygiene kits and essential 
food supplies and helping 
healthcare workers.

IOM Cambodia and KOICA 
Cambodia signed a memo-
randum of understanding last 
month to provide immediate 
health assistance to returning 
migrants from Thailand.

Returning migrants from Thailand receive assistance in Prey Veng from 
IOM Cambodia and Korea’s KOICA. ioM

Prisoners evacuated, 
residents displaced as 
flooding wreaks havoc
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White-winged 
ducks in peril 
but sighting 
inspires hope 
Voun Dara

o
NLY about 20-30 
endangered white-
winged ducks (Asa-
cornis scutulata) 

remain in the Kulen Promtep 
Wildlife Sanctuary in Preah 
Vihear province, according to 
the Wildlife conservation 
Society (WcS) cambodia.

White-winged ducks are 
currently listed on the Inter-
national Union for conserva-
tion of Nature (IUcN) red List 
as an endangered species. 

WcS cambodia technical 
adviser thann Sithan told The 
Post on thursday that glob-
ally, only about 1,000 are left, 
mostly in India and Myanmar. 

In cambodia, Sithan said 
white-winged ducks have been 
spotted in small numbers in 
other provinces in the last few 
years, but a number has not 
been recorded recently. 

this year, one white-winged 
duck in the Kulen Promtep 
Wildlife Sanctuary laid eight 
eggs but only five hatched. 
therefore, in addition to these 
newly hatched eggs, there 

may be between 20-30 white-
winged ducks in the country.

WcS cambodia released an 
image on Wednesday of an en-
dangered white-winged duck-
ling at the moment it left its nest. 
conservationists believe this 
duckling is one of the five fledg-
lings they have been tracking. 

WcS cambodia said the 
white-winged ducks like to nest 
in holes in old trees. Unfortu-
nately, this type of tree poses a 
high risk from illegal logging. 

WcS cambodia senior tech-
nical adviser Simon Mahood 
said: “White-winged ducks are 
such an important species. 
the habitats in which they are 
found are unique and must be 
preserved to protect this spe-
cies. It requires community 
engagement and strong part-
nerships for conservation ef-
forts to be successful.”

WcS cambodia said the 
organisation is in collabora-
tion with the provincial en-
vironment department and 
has been working with local 
people in the area to provide 
long-term protection for the 
past 10 years.

court clerks urged to fulfil duties
Voun Dara

MINISter of Justice Koeut 
rith advised alumni and court 
clerk students of the royal 
School of court clerk at the 
royal Academy of Judicial Pro-
fessions to fulfil their duties 
honourably. there are cur-
rently 688 court clerk students 
enrolled in the programme. 

rith made the remarks as he 
presided over a ceremony of 
issuing formal uniforms for the 
fifth and sixth batches of alum-
ni of the royal School of court 
clerk on tuesday. the uniforms 
were presented to 210 alumni.

rith said he appreciated the 
efforts by the leadership and 
officials at all levels of the roy-
al Academy of Judicial Profes-

sions. He said they have strived 
to produce human resources 
in the judicial field. the 
resources included judges, 
prosecutors, clerks, bailiffs 
and notaries. He said the hope 
is that they are filled with vir-
tue and knowledge to honour 
the judicial sector.

“the important roles and 
the duties of clerks in all tasks 
and procedures are indispen-
sable as they are the assistants 
of the courts and prosecutors. 
court clerk students have to 
strive to serve justice well as 
they are providing a public 
service to citizens,” he said.

the minister also thanked all 
clerks for taking an active part 
in the campaign to address a 
backlog of cases at municipal 

and provincial courts. 
A report by chhorn Proloe-

ung, the president of the roy-
al School of court clerk at the 
royal Academy of Judicial Pro-
fessions, said a total of 688 
clerks had graduated from the 
programme since the first 
batch graduated in 2008. the 
seventh batch of 116 clerks is 
undergoing training. 

Justice ministry spokesman 
chin Malin said on thursday 
that clerks have been following 
the instructions of the justice 
minister to carry out their 
work. He encouraged them to 
continue their efforts.

“the roles and duties of 
these clerks are important. 
they provide technical assist-
ance to judges and prosecu-

tors. they perform the proce-
dures concerning cases, so 
their roles are important. 
Without the help of clerks, 
some tasks and cases can be 
slow to be handled and can 
also experience a backlog,” he 
said.

Sok Sam oeun, director of 
the cambodia Defenders 
Project, agreed that clerks had 
important roles in processing 
cases quickly for judges and 
prosecutors.

“If clerks do their work trans-
parently without involving 
themselves in [bribes], the 
courts will not have problems 
and will not be slow to address 
cases. Judges depend on clerks 
to press each case to be fin-
ished soon,” he said.

There are currently 688 court clerk students enrolled at the Royal School of Court Clerk. justice ministry
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4,102 1.3136 6.731 105.43 4.1505 1.3775 31.18 0.7174 1.1735 1.2960

coNcerNS about the reim-
position of virus lockdowns, 
stalled vaccine trials and dim-
ming hopes of new US stimulus 
soon weighed on Asian and eu-
ropean markets on thursday.

regional investors tracked 
another sell-off in New York, 
where all three main in-
dexes turned negative after 
treasury Secretary Steven 
Mnuchin warned that while 
talks continued, republicans 
and Democrats were still “far 
apart” on a rescue package.

While the broad view is that a 
new spending package will get 
passed eventually, the com-
ments reinforced expectations 
that there will be nothing be-
fore next month’s presidential 
and congressional elections.

“this has been an ongoing 
drama,” said Paul Nolte, at 
Kingsview Investment Man-
agement.

“the latest twist I heard is 
nothing is going to get done 
until the election. that’s why 
I think you’re getting the mar-
ket selling off a little bit.”

However, analysts said 
traders were taking comfort 
from the possibility that Joe 
biden and the Democrats will 
win the presidency and both 
houses of congress, paving 
the way for a bigger stimulus 
than anything that could be 
agreed before the vote.

Adding to the downbeat 
mood on trading floors is the 
surge in coronavirus infec-
tions in europe, which is forc-
ing governments to revert to 
tough containment measures 
that observers fear could 
deliver a blow to a tentative 
recovery from national lock-
downs earlier this year.

France on Wednesday im-
posed a curfew in Paris and eight 
other cities – covering almost a 
third of the country’s popula-

tion – for as long as six weeks, 
while Germany and Ireland also 
ramped up restrictions.

the moves follow a partial 
lockdown in the Netherlands 
and increasingly strict mea-
sures in britain.

the crisis comes after hopes 
for a vaccine were dealt a 
blow by news that Johnson & 
Johnson had halted advanced 
trials after a volunteer fell ill, 
while eli Lilly paused work on 
a treatment.

“the european covid situ-
ation has been deteriorating 
again this week and more and 
more countries are introduc-
ing strict containment mea-
sures,” said Gorilla trades 
strategist Ken berman.

“France, Spain, Italy, the UK, 
and Germany are all under 
pressure, and since the recent 
economic releases already 
showed worrisome trends, the 
contingent might be heading 
for a rough winter.”

tokyo suffered steep losses, 
while Mumbai, taipei, Manila 
and Wellington were also in the 
red. Singapore and Hong Kong 
were both well down, with little 
reaction from news that the two 
cities’ governments were push-
ing ahead with plans to open a 
travel bubble in a first for Asia.

Seoul lost 0.8 per cent, 
though shares in big Hit enter-
tainment – the management 
agency of K-pop sensation btS 
– more than doubled on their 
debut after the initial public of-
fering (IPo) was more than 600 
times oversubscribed.

the firm soared from its IPo 
price of 135,000 won ($118) to 
its daily limit of 351,000 won 
before settling back to end 
at 258,000 won – giving it a 
market capitalisation of $7.6 
billion and putting it among 
South Korea’s top 40 most 
valuable companies. AFP

Asian and european 
stocks sink as covid, 
stimulus sour mood

caution for telecom firms with 
equipment in flood-hit areas 
May Kunmakara

t
eLecoMMUNIcA-
tIoN regulator of 
cambodia (trc) has 
called on mobile op-

erators and internet service 
providers (ISPs) to maintain 
their quality of service despite 
the recent damage caused by 
flash floods nationwide.

In an announcement late 
on Wednesday, the trc 
called for telecom operators 
to keep tabs on their equip-
ment in flood-hit areas, with 
emphasis on cells-on-wheels 
– portable base stations also 
known as coWs.

“they have to monitor and 
increase the capacity of their 
battery banks, and install 
generators or solar batteries 
at their network management 
centres’ btSs/Nodebs/eNo-
debs to ensure the efficiency 
and the sustainability of their 
services,” it said.

According to the trc, tele-
com operators must inform 
their subscribers in affected 
areas where services has been 
cut or connection are poor.

reports on affected antennae 
must be submitted every Friday 
starting from october 23.

Leading mobile opera-
tors Smart Axiata co Ltd and 
camGSM co Ltd – which 
operates under the cellcard 
trademark – have set up flood 
relief funds to help those who 
have been affected by the re-
cent floods.

cellcard ceo Ian Watson said 
his company has waived on-
net voice services usage charg-
es and has provided 500Mb of 
data for impacted customers 
since tuesday night.

He said customers need 
only dial 1270 to receive the 
free calls and data. the pack-
age can be used for up to one 

week and can be extended 
each week until further no-
tice, he added.

“cellcard is doing everything 
it can to help those victims 
during these difficult times 
and this is very important for 
everyone to stay connected,” 
Watson said. “cellcard engi-
neers are working around the 
clock to keep network sites on 
air. cellcard urges care and 
safety to all at this time.

Smart Axiata announced on 
thursday that it has set up the 
Smart Axiata Flood relief Fund 
and called on its subscribers 
to donate to help their fellow 
cambodians in need.

It said it will match dona-
tions up to $200,000 and dis-
tribute the funds through the 
governors of the worst-affect-
ed provinces.

Its ceo thomas Hundt said: 
“As the country confronts this 
natural disaster, Smart contin-
ues to extend our assistance to 
where it is most needed.”

earlier this year, Smart Axi-
ata announced a $1 million 
covid-19 relief Fund to pro-
vide monetary assistance for 
high-impact solutions to ad-
dress cambodia’s most urgent 
needs during and after crises.

According to a September 3 
press release, it has funded 11 
different initiatives through 
its covid-19 relief Fund, 
supporting programmes fo-
cused on distant education, 
hygiene, protective equip-
ment for healthcare profes-
sionals, vocational training 
and access to finance for en-
trepreneurs.

the number of active mobile 

phone subscriptions across 
the Kingdom’s six operators 
was 20,481,051 as of the end 
of May, inching down 0.08 per 
cent from the end of May last 
year, data from the trc show.

this figure is the equivalent 
of 124.09 per cent of the total 
population.

At the same time, the num-
ber of landline and fixed-line 
subscriptions numbered just 
52,480 as of the end of May, 
slipping 21.62 per cent from 
the end of May last year.

the number of mobile inter-
net subscriptions across cam-
bodia’s seven providers also 
recorded a 2.36 per cent drop 
to 14,863,435, whereas fixed 
broadband internet subscrip-
tions across the Kingdom’s 37 
providers logged a 33.07 per 
cent climb to 249,132.

Telecom operators have been urged to keep tabs on their equipment in flood-hit areas. hENG ChIVOAN

two ministries to synchronise business registration systems
Thou Vireak

tHe Ministry of Industry, Sci-
ence, technology and Innova-
tion plans to integrate its 
soon-to-be-launched online 
business registration system 
for small and medium-sized 
enterprises (SMes) with a sim-
ilar feature provided by the 
Ministry of economy and 
Finance’s cambodia Data 
exchange (camDX) platform.

the plan was unveiled on 
tuesday at a technical working 
group meeting led by industry 
minister cham Prasidh.

the working group has run 
a pilot registration test for the 
ministry’s MIStI Key Single 
Portal (MIStI KSP) which 
proved 90 per cent successful 

in transferring data from cam-
DX, Prasidh noted.

“I highly appreciate the tech-
nical team’s efforts over the 
past several months, which 
have yielded satisfactory 
results and have helped make 
headway in the work of the 
ministry,” he said, adding that 
MIStI KSP aims to minimise 
paperwork burdens, save time 
and trim informal costs.

“I would like to recommend 
the further review of technical 
aspects, work efficiency, spell-
ing issues in both the Khmer 
and english versions, and sug-
gest ramping up data security 
to overcome the shortcomings 
before the system’s official 
launch,” Prasidh said.

chhea Layhy, the director of 

the industry ministry’s Gen-
eral Department of Small and 
Medium enterprises and 
Handicraft, told The Post that 
following the test’s success, the 
working group will list 200 
more SMes under the pilot 
registration programme to 
ensure that the MIStI KSP sys-
tem runs smoothly.

“We plan to integrate the 
online business registration 
system with that of the Minis-
try of economy and Finance’s 
this November, meaning that 
SMes could register their busi-
nesses with either one,” he 
said, noting that MIStI KSP 
comes in response to the rap-
id surge in SMes and is 
designed to streamline their 
registration processes.

“In the first phase of the pro-
gramme, we will only register 
SMes, with the next steps set 
to take into account larger 
industries.

“once the business registration 
system is set in motion, we are 
counting on high levels of sup-
port from SMes,” Layhy said.

cambodia chamber of com-
merce vice-president Lim Heng 
said MIStI KSP is slated to rein-
force the industry ministry’s 
accuracy and transparency, 
and enhance its efficiency.

“We support it. the [indus-
try] ministry setting up such 
an online business registration 
system is wonderful news and 
is exactly what the private sec-
tor wants. It will also cut down 
on red tape and the bureau-

cratic hassles involved in reg-
istration,” he said.

the cambodia Inter-censal 
economic Survey 2014 shows 
there were 513,759 enterprises 
in the Kingdom that year, of 

which 97.6 per cent were 
micro-enterprises and 2.2 per 
cent SMes.

Women-owned 26 per cent 
of SMes and 62 per cent of 
micro-enterprises.

Industry ministry officials say the MISTI KSP system will reduce the 
red-tape surrounding the business registration process. hONG MENEA
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In September, Oxfam partnered 
with Wing to transfer cash to 
approximately 3,000 vulnerable 
workers and other community 

members, including local leaders 
and labour representatives. Oxfam 
also distributed Covid-19 prevention 
kits to 1,000 members of its network 
of partner organizations. 

Wing CEO Manu Rajan  said the 
bank’s initiative with Oxfam was 
part of Wing’s ongoing efforts to 
help Cambodian families make ends 
meet during these trying times. 

“As a responsible corporate citi-
zen, it’s necessary that we go above 
and beyond to support the people. 
Wing is ready and willing to join 
with partners and communities to 
protect Cambodians through these 
challenging times,” Manu said.

Considering the unprecedented 
Covid-19 situation, Wing has 
launched various initiatives focused 
on helping those who have lost their 
sources of income. This has included 
a fundraising to support tuk-tuk 
drivers and tour guides, as well as 
the Angkor Hospital for Children, 
which provides treatment to young 
patients for free. In March, Wing 

launched Wing-to-Wing fund trans-
fers free of charge to all its custom-
ers in Cambodia, allowing them to 
use the Wing Money App to send 
money to loved ones from the safety 
of home. 

“Along with various responses 
from the government, private sector 
and individuals to support workers 
during this difficult time, Oxfam and 
partners believe that the immediate 
support we have given to worker’s 
representatives is equally important. 

“Today’s event has reflected our 

solidarity with partners from dif-
ferent associations, unions, nGOs, 
institutional donors, the government 
and private sector working together 
to assist the most vulnerable com-
munities in Cambodia. Together with 
relevant parties, we are working 

to promote more inclusive social 
protection programmes for vulner-
able workers, especially women and 
children, to reduce their anxiety and 
increase resilience for present and 
future crises,’’ said Oxfam Country 
Director  Solinn Lim.

Oxfam has played a positive role 
in advocating Cambodian hu-
manitarian causes since 1979 with 
dedicated focus on development, 
gender equality, and natural resource 
governance.

Given the wide effects of the 
pandemic, Wing is extending its 
financial services to many partners 
helping the public. Beyond Ox-
fam, this has included government 
agencies and non-governmental 
organisations. Since May, Wing has 
extended its support to the Ministry 
of Labour and Vocational Training to 
disburse financial support to workers 
suspended from the garment manu-
facturing and tourism sectors. As of 
June, the Ministry of Social Affairs, 
Veterans and Youth Rehabilitation 
has used Wing financial services 
to disburse a monthly allowance to 
people who are vulnerable or living 
in poverty.  

Wing partners with Oxfam to disburse Covid-19 relief 
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As of today, hundreds of Cambodian families 
have gained access to vital relief funds after 
Wing (Cambodia) limited Specialised Bank 
opened its network to oxfam Cambodia and 
its partners to help provide immediate aid to 
workers affected by the economic downturn 
of the Covid-19 pandemic. 

Wing CEO Manu Rajan presents a Covid-19 prevention kit. SUPPlied A recipient receives a gift from Oxfam’s Solinn Lim. SUPPlied  

Guests applaud the announcement of gifts for participants. SUPPlied  

tHe Dairy Farming Promo-
tion organisation (DPo), 
producer of thai-Danish 
milk, aims to penetrate five 
major cities in china as well 
as Vietnam via e-commerce 
channels, and is confident 
of achieving its target of 12 
billion baht ($380 million) 
in sales by next year, said se-
nior board member Arthit 
Petcharat.

He said: “owing to the 
covid-19 outbreak, more cus-
tomers are switching to on-
line shopping for consumer 
products, prompting us to 
use e-commerce as a leading 
platform to penetrate new 
markets overseas, especially 
china and Vietnam which 
have large customer bases.

“Next year we are plan-
ning to enter Kunming in the 
first quarter, and will then 
expand to five major cities 
namely Shanghai, beijing, 
Guangzhou, Shenzhen and 
chengdu.

“We have set the export 
target at one billion baht per 
year, in line with the govern-
ment’s policy to have DPo, 
which is a state enterprise, to 
achieve total sales of 12 bil-
lion baht within five years, 
from 2016 to 2021.”

Arthit said DPo currently 
holds 49 per cent market 
share in the general milk 
group and plans to research 

and develop new products in 
other dairy businesses as well 
as use marketing campaigns 
to attract new target groups 
using modern platforms such 
as e-commerce and online 
marketing.

“We aim to make thai-Dan-
ish the national milk brand 
by 2021 and hope our brand 
will come to thai consum-
ers’ minds when they think of 
dairy products,” he said.

Suchart Jariyalertsak, depu-
ty director and acting director 
of DPo, said the organisation 
was also working with part-
ners in the sports industry 
to promote the thai-Danish 
brand to the new generation, 
which is health conscious and 
interested in exercise.

He said: “We have signed 
pacts with bG Pathum United 
Football club and thai Jet 
Sports boating Association to 
promote our brand through 
sporting events like football 
matches and jet-ski racing 
tournaments.

“With the help of our part-
ners and promotion of e-
commerce platforms, DPo is 
confident it will achieve its 
12 billion baht sales target by 
2021.” THE NATION (THAILAND)/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

thai-Danish milk 
maker eyes china, VN, 
aims for $380M goal

cashew nut 
exports exceed 
200,000 tonnes
Thou Vireak

D
eSPIte coronavi-
rus border restric-
tions, cambodia 
exported more 

than 200,000 tonnes of ca-
shew nuts to international 
markets in the first nine 
months of this year, up 20.51 
per cent year-on-year, the 
Ministry of Agriculture, For-
estry and Fisheries reported.

the Kingdom shipped ca-
shew nut products to the 
Vietnamese, thai, Japanese, 
russian, chinese, Hong 
Kong, French, South Korean, 
turkish and bangladeshi 
markets during the period, 
the ministry said.

In Lai Huot, owner of the 
Madam Huot cashew nut 
processing cottage industry 
in Kampong thom province’s 
southwestern Kampong Svay 
district, told The Post that 40 
tonnes of cashew nuts pro-
cessed at her business had 
been sold to local markets in 
the period January-September.

She noted that the sharp 
drop in international tourists 
during covid-19 had made a 
dent in the cashew nut mar-
ket, but stressed that it was 
business as usual for Madam 

Huot, with sales on track to 
outstrip last year’s 50 tonnes.

Lai Huot is also the presi-
dent of the chey Sambor ca-
shew Nut Processing Handi-
craft Association, which has 
a membership of 33 families. 
the association grows ca-
shew nuts on 344ha for exclu-
sive domestic supply.

Looking to capitalise on a 
potential post-covid-19-era 
boom in international ca-
shew nut orders, she has been 
working with top Planning 
Japan co Ltd to set up a pro-
cessing plant in the district.

the new facility will have the 
daily capacity to process three 
tonnes of cashew nuts and de-
tach the peel from 10 tonnes 
of raw cashew kernels.

the $200,000 plant is sched-
uled to be launched later this 
year and is expected to pro-
cess 90 tonnes of cashew nuts 
per annum for export to Ja-
pan – set to be the Kingdom’s 
first shipment of the crop to 
the east Asian nation.

Lai Huot said: “I’ve clinched 
two major deals this year. I’ve 
signed a contract to supply 
the Japanese firm [top Plan-
ning Japan] and another to 
supply local company Khmer 
organic cooperative co Ltd 

with 300kg a month. In addi-
tion to that, we’ll retail across 
some provinces.”

cashew nuts are typically 
harvested from early March 
to May, she noted. During this 
year’s harvest season, prices 
plunged from 6,800-7,000 riel 
($1.66-$1.71) at the beginning 
to close the season at around 
4,700-5,000 riel, according to 
Lai Huot.

“the cashew nut market is 
notably strong, with loads of 
traders visiting my cottage in-
dustry and buying my wares 
in recent months.

“As long as there are cashew 
nuts, there is no shortage of 
buyers,” she said.

In August, Minister Veng Sak-
hon noted that cambodian ag-
ricultural product exports blos-
somed from nearly $1 billion in 
2013 to $1.5 billion last year.

the ministry reported that 
the Kingdom exported some 
202,318 tonnes of cashew 

nuts last year to foreign mar-
kets, up nearly 100 per cent 
from 101,973 tonnes in 2018.

the area allotted to cashew 
nut cultivation totals 149,660ha, 
spanning 22 provinces, data 
from the ministry show.

Ngin chhay, the director-
general of the ministry’s Gen-
eral Directorate of Agriculture, 
told a news conference early 
in August that the government 
is diversifying its agricultural 
sector with a vision to become 
more modern, competitive, 
inclusion, climate-resilient 
and sustainable.

He said cambodia’s agri-
cultural product exports have 
risen annually, with signifi-
cant momentum in the last six 
years – from over 3.44 million 
tonnes in 2014 to more than 
4.8 million tonnes last year.

to date, he said, the King-
dom has exported 61 agricul-
tural products to 59 countries 
around the world.

Cashew nuts are typically harvested from early March to May. pUBLIC 
DOMAIN
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       reportSpecial   report
Man versus microcredit: an endless battle 

for equity in the microfinance sector
As credit in the microfinance sector expands, borrowers and lenders aim for a win-win 
outcome, though often that is not the case. Even more so now with the pandemic 
pushing people into a debt trap

Sangeetha Amarthalingam
 

t
rUtH be told, the 
microcredit sector 
has a hand in rais-
ing the living stan-

dards of cambodians, push-
ing them above the poverty 
level since its presence in the 
1990s by financing household 
needs, business ventures and 
agricultural development.

based on its prolific pres-
ence in the countryside, mi-
crofinance institutions (MFis) 
and microfinance deposit-
taking institutions (MDis) 
have been a boon to a largely 
provincial population where 
nearly 80 per cent of cambo-
dia resides.

even so, the boon puts paid 
to the economy which stays 
stimulated on the back of in-
creased lending activities, es-
pecially crucial in the current 
landscape.

last year, National bank of 
cambodia (Nbc) said MFis’ 
credit growth rose to 32.5 per 
cent from 30.7 per cent in 2018 
while MDis posted a 34.8 per 
cent growth compared to 25.8 
per cent a year ago, largely 
due to loans to households, 
followed by financing to ser-
vice and trades.

the central bank alluded 
that the increased access to 
finance offered by MFis and 
MDis meant that people relied 
less on informal lending that 
charged higher interest rates 
and shorter loan durations.

to give an idea, the share 
borrowing from informal 
sources fell to six per cent in 
2016 from 32 per cent in 2004, 
Nbc said.

as of December 31, 2019, 
there were 82 registered MFis 
and MDis in cambodia and 
245 rural credit institutions.

the substantial number of 
microcredit firms indicates 
the lucrative earnings from 
the sector despite the small 
pool of borrowers, seeing that 
cambodia’s population is 
about 16 million. 

last year, the return on as-
sets for MFis was 2.2 per cent 
and 2.9 per cent for MDis but 
in comparison, MDis gener-
ated sustained profits which 
were partially due to better 
internal cost management.

between 2009 and 2017, mi-
crofinance borrowers more 
than doubled to 1.8 million, 
three times the growth of 
commercial bank borrowers, 
World bank’s report on the 
sector stated last year.

interestingly, it noted that 
the MDis, now six compared 
to seven in 2017, hosted more 
than 85 per cent of the total 
customers and loan volume.

Unfortunately, this quick 
yet fuss-free credit supply, 
and collateralised for some, 
has created a burgeoning 
credit situation where the to-
tal loan portfolio ballooned to 
over $10 billion with 2.6 mil-
lion borrowers, as of now.

MFi outstanding balance 
came in around $6.3 billion, 
said oeur Sothearoath, ceo 
of the credit bureau of cam-
bodia, an agency set up under 
a sub-decree in 2012.

accordingly, credit-to-GDp 
ratio rose to 92 per cent as of 
December 31, 2019, Nbc data 
stated.

“this growth is along the 
economic growth in cambo-
dia,” he opined.

Kaing tongngy, head of 
communications for cambo-
dia Microfinance association 
(cMa) justified the value say-
ing that there is a strong need 
for cash to fuel the Kingdom’s 
fast pace growth.

He assured that the associa-
tion constantly monitors the 
sector’s performance to pre-
vent potential risks.

For economist Dr chheng 
Kimlong, though the $10 bil-
lion loan portfolio is not a 
major concern, he finds that 
a multitude of consequences 
emerging from it such as the 
sale of land and assets due to 
income loss, and misuse and 
ineffective use of loans, were 
more detrimental.

“in fact, rising debt level 
can force a number of people 
to slip and become trapped in 

poverty,” said Kimlong, who is 
the director for independent 
think tank asian Vision insti-
tute’s centre for Governance 
innovation and Democracy,

The crises of microcredit
Meanwhile, associate prof 

Samreth Sovannroeun, an 
economics lecturer with Saita-
ma University in Japan, ac-
knowledged that MFis helped 
to enhance financial inclusion 
which saw credit rise rapidly 
over the last 30 years.

but he advised that there 
should be more caution on 
lending to extremely poor 
households which include 
level 1 iDpoor cardholders as 
many of them might borrow 
for urgent needs that might 
not be productive.

“it can increase their debt 
burden, especially if their 
financial literacy is low. ex-
tremely poor households 
should be mainly supported by 
social welfare schemes, not by 
accessing to loans,” he said.

current circumstances 
though do not indemnify 
borrowers where cost of cred-
it and increased exposure to 
risk and debt levels might af-
fect household welfare.

citing the introduction of 
the 18 per cent interest rate 
cap for MFis in april 2017 
which caused a dip in average 
borrowing cost, World bank 
alleged that MFis partially 
offset that drop by raising fees 
charged to borrowers.

additionally, evidence indi-

cated that some MFis which 
provided loans at rates below 
the cap had converged to the 
top end of the interest rate, 
which could push up the cost 
for some borrowers.

this alone creates disdain 
over the microfinance sector, 
often accused of producing 
a highly leveraged lower in-
come society in cambodia.

French economists isa-
belle Guérin and Jean-Michel 
Servet, and belgian manage-
ment academic Marc labie, 
in a collection of essays titled 
The Crises of Microcredit, 
which they edited, said the 
sector was conceived as a so-
cial welfare-oriented mission.

over the years, the mission 
might have blurred when it 
was conjoined with financial 
institutions, strapped with a 
profit-making motivation.

the trio made this assump-
tion based on the literature 
in 2016, which highlighted 
interviews and adverse inci-
dents in the sector in tamil 
Nadu (india), Dominican re-
public and Senegal.

london-based Financial 
Times, which reviewed their 
work, quoted them as saying 
that the profit-oriented ap-
proach of microcredit had led 
to a frantic search for clients.

“[it also caused] the con-
centration of funds into small 
areas to minimise costs and 
considerable pressure on 
loan officers with profitabil-
ity targets foisted on them, 
which in turn affected cus-

tomers,” Guérin, Servet and 
labie said.

Reliance on loan sharks
in cambodia, the struggle 

of meeting loan obligations, 
more stark in the lower in-
come class, has been well 
documented by the media 
and non-governmental or-
ganisations.

Most of these stories hark 
back to the loss of jobs and 
depressed income due to the 
pandemic which slayed efforts 
to service loans, often averag-
ing between two and three.

Solutions commonly in-
volve restructuring loans 
including securing a stay on 
interest payments or a revi-
sion on interest rates, but the 
short-term reprieve is no an-
swer to ongoing dilemmas.

others resort to selling 
farm land, cattle or their own 
dwelling to raise loan fees or 
remortgage homes to release 
funds, which might have 
pushed them further into a 
debt trap.

More worrying is the reliance 
on loan sharks for urgent cash 
outlays, making them vulner-
able to unscrupulous lending 
tactics including high interest 
rates of over 20 per cent.

“about 30 years ago, it was 
as high as 40 per cent but 
there are no more loan sharks 
now as Nbc worked on shut-
ting them down,” remarked 
Kimlong.

Financial inclusion has 
been a key element to achiev-

ing socio-economic develop-
ment as per the Fourth rect-
angular Strategy and National 
Strategic Development plan.

“but progress towards 
streamlining the management 
of the financial sector, partic-
ularly on the part of loan ar-
rangements by non-registered 
MFis and moneylenders, 
comprising loan sharks, as we 
know, has been met with chal-
lenges,” he said.

indebtedness has also ris-
en, partly due to the loan use 
and management of loans by 
the bottom 40 per cent (b40) 
of the income classes in cam-
bodia.

“low and limited financial 
literacy, low business skills 
and unexpected sources of 
expenses within households 
have forced loan defaults, and 
thus indebtedness,” he said.

in channy, chairman of the 
association of banks in cam-
bodia, suggested the avoid-
ance of the word indebted-
ness as it gives the idea that 
customers have no ability to 
repay because the latter con-
tinue `to do good business’ 
and meet their loan repay-
ments regularly.

His bank, acleda bank plc, 
where he holds the president 
and group managing direc-
tor posts, and which has its 
roots in micro credit, as well 
as Japanese-owned Sathapa-
na bank plc are the only two 
commercial banks that offer 
micro loans, apart from MFis 
and MDis.

Banking System Credit Growth
in percent, year-on-year, 1st quarter 2016 – 4th quarter 2019

Source: National Bank of Cambodia
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Share of MDIs’ Credits by Sectors Share of MFIs’ Credits by Sectors

in percent, 2013 – 2019 in percent, 2013 – 2019

Source: National Bank of Cambodia Source: National Bank of Cambodia

MFis are not different from 
financial institutions as they 
are licensed by the Nbc and are 
subjected to prudential rules 
and regulations, channy said.

So, while MFis push for 
growth they thoroughly con-
sider the asset quality (loans), 
which makes customer selec-
tion crucial.

No fissure in MFI sector
Different from its foreign 

counterparts, MFis in the 
Kingdom provide loans to 
families of about five people 
where over three are income 
earners.

“[So] gross domestic prod-
uct [GDp] per capita of $1,643 
would translate to about 
$4,929,” said cMa’s tongngy.

accordingly, MFis need to 
adhere to rules and regula-
tions including the sector’s 
self-regulation rules known 
as lending guidelines which 
limit MFis from approving 
high risk loans.

the sector assigns limits, 
particularly for refinancing, 
of not more than five per cent 
for high risk loans and 15 per 
cent for medium risk loans.

“any MFi which breaches the 
limit will [receive] a warning or 
have their licence revoked. We 
monitor this limit regularly. the 
whole sector’s performance is 
below this limit.

“Non-performing loan [Npl] 
stood at 2.7 per cent in august 
but it is considered healthy by 
global standard,” he said.

He dismissed the notion 
of a fissure in the sector on 
the back of a ballooning loan 
portfolio and outstanding 
loans.

For now, the liquidity of 
six MDis which cover 85 per 
cent of the entire sector re-
mains `stronger than ever’, 
he stressed, adding that there 
has been an increase in de-
posit since June this year.

the 32 per cent year-on-
year drop in new loan dis-
bursement in august after a 
steady dip since april further 
strengthened liquidity.

“based on our data and ob-
servation, the MFi sector is 
still very strong and the possi-
bility of a collapse is near zero 
per cent. it has been well-
prepared for the economic 
downturn,” tongngy said.

as for the inability to pay 
back loans, he commented 
that MFis have their own pol-
icy for them, without going 
into details.

He claimed that no court 
case has been taken during 
the covid-19 period, and that 
it is possible for the sector to 
write off certain loans.

“but in such cases, MFis 
would not inform clients or 
public as it could potential-
ly spoil credit disciplines,” 
tongngy said.

Debt service burden stress
as the effects of the pan-

demic linger, unemployment 
and poverty levels are likely to 
come under stress.

in the mix, a large fraction 
of cambodians, and especial-
ly those in the b40 would stay 
highly leveraged and could 
resort to trading properties 
for cash, a move which could 

impact the economy in the 
long run.

Kuala lumpur-based 
economist lee Heng Guie 
said high household debt, 
whether bottom and middle-
income households help to 
boost consumption and GDp 
growth in the short run.

“but it tends to lower growth 
in the long run due to higher 
debt service payment con-
straints spending [particu-
larly] if income does not rise 
higher to cover the debt ser-
vice burden,” said lee, execu-
tive director of independent 

think tank Socio-economic 
research centre.

the negative long-run ef-
fects on consumption tend 
to intensify as the household 
debt-to-GDp ratio exceeds a 
threshold of 60 per cent.

to reduce the impact on 
the lower income segment, 
the government should con-
sider targeted cash transfers 
or assistance and implement 
effective public policies on 
education, employment, mi-
cro-entrepreneurship hous-
ing, healthcare and public 
transportation.

“this will help the b40 
households gradually move 
out of from a low-income 
trap,” lee said.

However, he added, MFis 
can step up by providing 
technical advice with busi-
ness loans, and monitor and 
manage their loan books to 
avoid suffering a loss.

Kimlong agreed, adding that 
financial literacy is key along 
with enhanced business and 
investment climate, a reliable 
regulatory framework, social 
justice to alleviate poverty and 
ensure inclusive growth.

Loan Outstanding (in Million USD)

Source: Cambodia Microfinance Association (Annual Report 2017)

(No.of borrowers)



MaMa Turk is 
bringing Phnom 
Penh the authentic 
tastes of Turkey 

with their delivery-only business 
offering mouthwatering beef 
and chicken wraps, and shish 
kebabs, as well as hummus and 
Mediterranean salads, while also 
catering for vegetarians.

“We decided to set up Mama 
Turk due to the strong demand 
we found in Phnom Penh 
for authentic Turkish kebabs 
and cuisine. There are many 
restaurants in the city that serve 
kebabs, but I was unable to find 
the true taste of Turkish cuisine 
that I remember so fondly. 

“Food is such an important 
part of Turkish culture that you 
cannot say the food is truly 
Turkish without true passion 
and love for food. a lot of ef-
fort and love is put into each of 
our beef kebabs, and we hope 
our customers enjoy our home-
made Turkish cuisine and order 
more,” Mama Turk founder and 
chef Merve alaz Vardarli told 
The Post.

The Istanbul native said that 
while the name “Mama Turk” 
was chosen to reflect the  real 
home-cooked nature of the 
food, it also has a stronger 
significance.

“It is a universal language 
when one says ‘This food 
reminds me of home’. In Turkey 
another statement has a deeper 
meaning – ‘This food tastes like 
my mama’s’. Turkish cuisine 
comes from the heart of the 
house, and this heart resides 
with the mothers. 

“I wanted to give tribute to 
every mum and grandmother, 
and all the women who have 

fed us and shared their recipes. 
as a Turkish woman myself, 
I wanted to show my appre-
ciation to every hard-working 
Turkish woman by giving my 
business this simple, feminine 
name,” Vardarli said.

This honouring of women’s 

role in cooking is even reflected 
in the sourcing of Mama Turk’s 
ingredients.

“We only use the freshest 
and best quality produce we can 
find, bought only from female 
vendors. Our locally sourced 
vegetables are purchased at the 
Doeurm Kor night market. It is 
the largest vegetable market in 
Cambodia, with fresh produce 
from across the provinces. 

“Our meat and dairy is 
sourced from australia, New 
Zealand, the US and India. all 
the cuts of meat we get are 
among the best quality you can 
find in the city,” Vardarli said.

Having been professionally 
trained at Istanbul’s famed MSa 
Culinary arts academy, Vardarli 
– who says her passion for food 
“borders on the sin of gluttony!” 
– combines her expertise with 
the finest ingredients to create 
“the tastiest kebabs in all of 
Cambodia”.

“Our signature dish is our 
beef kebab. We use australian 
ground beef and add additional 
fat to give it that authentic 
kebab texture and taste. We then 
add our Turkish spice blend and 
hand make each kebab. 

“The finished kebab and the 
freshest vegetables are placed 
in a homemade lavash – an 
authentic Turkish flatbread that 
we make in-house – and our 
genuine Turkish kebab wrap is 
ready to be enjoyed,” she said. 

Vardarli – who has worked 
for many years in restaurants 
in a number of destinations 
across the world before 
landing in Phnom Penh 
– said the hit taken by 
the restaurant industry 
from the Covid-19 
outbreak convinced her 
it was time for a new 
model.

“The Covid-19 pan-
demic and the growth 

of the delivery service industry 
were the key factors behind 
deciding to open a delivery-only 
business. We 
saw a huge 
opportunity 
for estab-
lishing a 
following 
of custom-
ers by using 
this unique 

business style that fits perfectly 
into today’s food industry. 

“We saw that many restau-
rants were struggling to break 
even and keep their restaurants 
open, so we realised that the best 
way to protect ourselves, and 
our customers, and grow our 
operation was by creating a new 
type of business that could ben-
efit from the reduced overhead 
costs and the affordability of us-
ing multiple food delivery apps.

“We have been making a 
steady return of 10 to 20 per 
cent ever since we opened on 
July 17, which is great for a 
home grown business during 
these difficult times. By adding 
more delivery apps like Nham24 
and Your Phnom Penh we will 
be able to steadily grow our 
marketing presence and cus-
tomer base in Phnom Penh. 

“There are at least 10 deliv-
ery companies in Phnom Penh, 
and as we partner up with more 
we are confident of increased 
growth,” Vardarli said.

Turkish food – a fusion of 
many different cuisines from 
Central asia, Eastern Europe, 
the Balkans, Middle East and 
Mediterranean – has a long 
history, with the tradition being 
passed down from generation  
to generation.

“The oldest archived concept 
of ‘kebab’ was written in 
around 1377, describing soldiers 
grilling chunks of fresh meat 
skewered on their swords over 
an open fire. Each soldier would 
have a small bag of spices 
worth its weight in gold. Spices 
were very rare and originally 

came from Central asia. The 
tradition of shish is a 

variation on the origi-
nal Turkish recipes,” 
Vardarli said.

While the 
origins of the 
Turkish kebab 
can be traced 
back centu-
ries, Mama 
Turk’s 
vision is 
focused very 
much on the 
future.

“We see 
our busi-

ness expanding. We 
are soon to add falafel, 

borek [pastries] and sucuk 
[dried sausage] to our menu. 
In the next few years, our 
goal is to create a line of 
products which can be packed 
and sold in supermarkets.

“This will include pre-made 
shish kebabs, flatbreads and 
other tasty and authentic 
Turkish dishes. We also plan 
to expand our restaurants and 
products into other growing 
markets in Southeast asia,” 
Vardarli said. 

Mama Turk bringing the authentic 
taste of Turkey right to your door

The beef kebab is their signature dish. SUPPLIED Photo Caption. Photo by

Mama Turk founder and chef Merve Alaz Vardarli was trained at Istanbul’s famed MSA Culinary Arts Academy. PoSt Staff 
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Mama Turk’s kebabs, bread and hummus are all homemade. PoSt Staff 

”
Food is such an 
important part of 
turkish culture that 
you cannot say the 
food is truly turkish 
without true passion 
and love for food 
MerVe AlAz VArdArlI / 
MaMa turk Founder
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ISrAeL approved 2,166 new 
homes in settlements across 
the occupied West bank on 
Wednesday, official figures 
sent to AFP showed, ending 
an eight-month lull in settle-
ment expansion.

the approvals came less 
than a month after the UAe 
and bahrain signed agree-
ments to normalise relations 

with Israel, which in return 
pledged to freeze its plans to 
annex swathes of the West 
bank.

NGo Peace Now says the 
settlement uptick signals Is-
rael’s rejection of Palestinian 
statehood and deals a blow to 
hopes of a wider Israeli-Arab 
peace.

It said that around 2,000 
more homes were expected to 
be approved on thursday.

“Netanyahu is moving 
ahead at full steam toward 
solidifying the de facto an-
nexation of the West bank,” it 

said in a statement ahead of 
Wednesday’s decisions.

US President Donald trump 
sees the Gulf accords as part 
of his broader initiative for 
Middle east peace.

but a controversial plan he 
unveiled in January gave US 
blessing to Israeli annexation 
of large chunks of the West 
bank, including the settle-

ments, communities consid-
ered illegal under interna-
tional law.

Israel agreed to delay those 
plans under its normalisation 
deal with the UAe, something 
emirati officials have cited in 
response to Arab and Muslim 
criticism.

the two Gulf countries were 
only the third and fourth Arab 
states to normalise relations 
with Israel, following egypt in 
1979 and Jordan in 1994, and 
Prime Minister benjamin Ne-
tanyahu has said he sees oth-
ers following. AFP

U
S SecretAry of State 
Mike Pompeo on 
Wednesday played down 
North Korea’s parading of 

a massive new long-range missile, 
saying that agreements reached by 
President Donald trump had suc-
ceeded in reducing risks.

At a military parade on Saturday 
in Pyongyang, leader Kim Jong-un 
viewed an intercontinental ballistic 
missile (IcbM) that analysts say is 
the largest road-mobile, liquid-fu-
elled missile anywhere in the world.

but Pompeo, who arranged trump’s 
landmark summit with Kim in 2018, 
said that only testing can make sure 
that a missile is functional.

Pompeo told reporters: “the North 
Koreans, however, last year did ex-
actly zero intercontinental ballistic 
missile tests. the same held true for 
the year before that.

“So the agreement, the under-
standings, albeit not achieving our 
ultimate objective in North Korea, 
has certainly led to reduced risks for 
the United States versus where we 
would have been had we continued 
on the path that the previous ad-
ministration had engaged in.”

At the Pentagon, defence secre-
tary Mark esper received his South 
Korean counterpart Suh Wook and 
said that the allies both still sought 
the “final, fully verified denucleari-
sation of North Korea”.

esper said: “We agree that North 
Korea’s nuclear and ballistic mis-
sile programmes remain a serious 
threat to the security and stability of 
the region and the world.”

North Korea has not carried out 
nuclear or long-range missile tests 
since Kim signed a joint declaration 

with trump at the June 2018 summit 
in Singapore.

trump, who is seeking another 
term in November 3 elections, has fre-
quently boasted that he has prevented 
all-out war after soaring tensions and 
North Korean rocket and nuclear tests.

yet despite trump’s statement that 
he and Kim “fell in love”, diplomacy 

has been at a standstill for a year 
with no sign of a lasting deal that 
would permanently end North Ko-
rea’s nuclear programme.

In his New year’s address, Kim 
warned that North Korea is no lon-
ger bound by a self-imposed mora-
torium on nuclear and long-range 
ballistic missile tests, although he 

has not followed through on the 
threats.

Analysts say that the missile un-
veiled on Saturday was likely to be 
designed to carry multiple warheads 
in independent re-entry vehicles.

If operational, such a system could 
overwhelm US missile defences, ac-
cording to analysts. AFP

Israel approves 2,166 
W bank settler homes

US’ Pompeo downplays IcbM risk

KyrGyz President Sooronbay 
Jeenbekov resigned on thurs-
day, saying he wanted to bring 
an end to the crisis sparked by 
disputed parliamentary elec-
tions earlier this month and 
avoid any further bloodshed.

Protests had erupted after the 
october 4 election was won by 
parties loyal to Jeenbekov, with 
opponents disputing the re-
sults, alleging vote-buying. the 
vote was later annulled but this 
did not quell the tensions.

“I am not clinging to power. I 
do not want to go down in the 
history of Kyrgyzstan as a presi-
dent who allowed bloodshed 
and shooting on its people. I 
have taken the decision to re-
sign,” Jeenbekov said in a state-
ment released by his office.

More than 1,200 people were 
injured and one killed during 
the post-election clashes be-
tween protesters and police.

During the unrest, protest-
ers met little resistance as they 
sprang prominent figures from 
jail, including populist figure-
head Sadyr Japarov.

Former president Almazbek 
Atambayev – a former Jeenbek-
ov ally turned sworn enemy – 
was also released, but was later 
returned to prison. two of his 
closest allies remain at large.

Japarov had been serving jail 

time for hostage-taking, but 
was named prime minister 
soon after his release. 

In a growing power struggle, 
Japarov’s supporters had gath-
ered once more on thursday to 
demand Jeenbekov’s immedi-
ate resignation. 

“the current situation is close 
to a two-sided conflict. on the 
one hand, the protesters, on 
the other, the law enforcement 
agencies,” Jeenbekov said in 
the statement. 

“Military personnel and 
law enforcement agencies are 
obliged to use weapons to pro-
tect the residence of head of 
state. In this case, blood will be 
shed. It is inevitable. I urge both 

sides not to succumb to provo-
cations.”

the president had on 
Wednesday finally affirmed 
Japarov as prime minister, in a 
move seen as the first step to-
wards calming the crisis. 

Jeenbekov had previously 
pledged to resign after over-
seeing fresh parliamentary 
elections in the country. but 
Japarov insisted that the presi-
dent should step down without 
delay.

Jeenbekov called on Japarov 
and other politicians “to with-
draw their supporters from the 
capital of the country so the 
people of bishkek [can] return 
to a peaceful life” as he resigned 

on thursday.
the election of a new parlia-

mentary speaker had appeared 
to bolster Jeenbekov’s position.

Kanat Isayev, whose party 
has been supportive of Jeen-
bekov, called on the president 
to stay in office on thursday. 
Isayev should now become act-
ing president according to the 
constitution.

but his position was also un-
certain on thursday as a group 
of hundreds of Japarov sup-
porters gathered at a disused 
hotel a few hundred metres 
from the presidential residence 
and called for him to step down 
along with Jeenbekov, an AFP 
correspondent saw.

Japarov’s supporters have 
called for the populist to be-
come president since the crisis 
began. the prime minister be-
comes acting president in the 
event that parliament is with-
out a speaker.

His emergence as a key player 
in the chaos that followed the 
protest against vote results was 
seen as driving factor behind 
a rally against organised crime 
led by civic groups last Friday.

Japarov has denied links to 
organised crime and said that 
his arrest on hostage-taking 
charges in 2017 was the result 
of a “political order”. AFP

Kyrgyz president resigns to end crisis

US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo at a news conference minimises the risks from North Korea. POOL/AFP

Kyrgyz President Sooronbay Jeenbekov resigned on Thursday. AFP

Netanyahu is moving ahead 
at full steam toward 

solidifying the de facto 
annexation of the west Bank

Soyuz rocket 
reaches ISS 
in record time

A three-person crew suc-
cessfully reached the Inter-
national space station (Iss) 

on Wednesday aboard a russian 
rocket after the fastest ever journey 
from earth of just over three hours.

the mission of the soyuz space 
craft carrying two russian cosmo-
nauts and one nasa astronaut was 
of immense importance to russia’s 
space agency roscosmos, coming 
as the spaceX programme relaun-
ches manned spaceflight from the 
Us and ignites fresh talk of a space 
race between the two countries.

roscosmos said: “A new record 
for flights to the International space 
station was set – the total time 
from launch to docking of the soyuz 
Ms-17 was three hours and three 
minutes.”

roscosmos has had the job of 
ferrying Us astronauts to the Iss 
since the retirement of the space 
shuttle in 2011.

sergey ryzhikov and sergey Kud-
sverchkov of roscosmos and nasa’s 
Kathleen rubins launched from the 
russian-operated Baikonur cosmo-
drome in Kazakhstan at 0545 GMt 
on Wednesday.

Journeys to the Iss usually take 
around six hours – a time that was 
a vast improvement on the two-day 
flights that prevailed prior to 2013.

Wednesday’s manned journey 
even beat the fastest time for mis-
sions just carrying supplies to the 
station.

only an unmanned progress cargo 
space ship has previously used this 
profile which requires just two orbits 
before docking. AFP



T
HE Armed Forces of 
the Philippines (AFP) 
will put up a new 
Japan-made radar 

system on a retired crude oil 
platform in Palawan as part of 
its efforts to boost its maritime 
domain awareness capability, 
AFP Chief of Staff General Gil-
bert Gapay said on Tuesday.

“We are looking at Japan as 
one of the sources of mod-
ern equipment as part of our 
modernisation programme.

“And, in fact, Japan has al-
ways emerged as among the 
shortlisted countries based 
on the studies of the different 
technical working groups,” 
Gapay said in an online forum 
of the Foreign Correspondents 
Association of the Philippines.

The Department of National 
Defence in August signed a 
$103.5 million contract with 
and issued a notice to proceed 
to Japanese firm Mitsubishi 
Electric Corp for the Air Force’s 
air surveillance radar system 
(ASRS) under a negotiated 
government-to-government 
procurement deal with Japan.

The ASRS entails three fixed 
long-range air surveillance 
radars and a mobile air sur-
veillance radar, which are ex-
pected to be delivered to the 
Philippines by 2022.

It will help detect, identify, 
and correlate any threats and 

intrusions within the Phil-
ippine exclusive economic 
zones, and deliver radar im-
ages to decision-makers and 
relevant operating units.

Gapay said: “We are get-
ting some radar equipment 
from Japan. This is part of our 
maritime domain awareness 
programme to really monitor 
what’s going on not only in the 
West Philippine Sea but 360 
[degrees] of our territory.”

He said the radar system 
would be installed at the re-
tired Matinloc crude oil fa-
cility in the West Philippine 
Sea. “We have acquired the 
Matinloc platform to be as-
signed one of the radars com-
ing from Japan to beef up our 
monitoring capability in West 

Philippine Sea,” Gapay said.
The Matinloc platform, 

off Malampaya in Palawan, 
was retired in November last 
year after 40 years of produc-
ing some 12.5 million barrels 
of oil. Gapay said the AFP 
looked to Japan as a source 
of modern equipment being 
“technologically advanced as 
far as radars, military hard-
ware are concerned”.

He added that the AFP is 
also eyeing to acquire cy-
berdefence and security as 
well as unmanned aerial sys-
tem capabilities from Japan.

“We have just activated the 
AFP cybergroup and the major 
services – the Army, Air Force, 
Navy – have also activated their 
own cyberunits and all of these 

are geared toward enhancing, 
beefing up our cybercommu-
nications defence and security 
capability,” Gapay said.

“Right now we are develop-
ing the end-to-end encryp-
tion capability because we 
are now also developing our 
cybercapability.”

End-to-end encryption is a 
communications system where 
only communicating users can 
read messages preventing pos-
sible eavesdroppers, including 
telecom and internet provid-
ers, from accessing code keys 
to decrypt messages.

The AFP chief also assured 
Filipinos that the military 
can sufficiently manage any 
security risk in allowing Dito 
Telecommunity, a Filipino-
Chinese consortium, to build 
22 telecommunications facil-
ities inside AFP camps.

“We made some risk as-
sessment as far as security is 
concerned and based on our 
studies, the putting up by Dito 
of their communications facil-
ity towers in camps and instal-
lations of the Armed Forces 
pose no security threat,” he as-
sured, adding that technology 
that some people fear might 
be used against the military 
through Dito “could be done 
anywhere and it could be done 
outside the country”. PHILIPPINE 
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last year as a civilian.
Student leader Parit Chiwar-

ak was among those arrested, 
according to Panusaya Sithi-
jirawattanakul – another 
prominent activist, whose own 
arrest was live-streamed on 
Facebook.

Anon Numpa, another sen-
ior figure of the protest move-
ment, said he was forcibly 
taken by helicopter to Chiang 
Mai in northern Thailand 
“without my lawyer”.

“This is a violation of my 
rights and is extremely dan-
gerous to me,” he wrote on 
Facebook.

It was not immediately clear 
how those arrested were 
accessing their social media 
accounts.

As well as limiting gatherings 
to four people, the new emer-
gency measures also allow the 
seizure of “electronic commu-
nications equipment, data, and 
weapons suspected to cause 
the emergency situation”, a 
government spokesman said.

“These are orders banning 
gatherings of five or more peo-
ple . . . and banning distribut-
ing of news through electron-
ic media that can affect 
national security,” the spokes-
man said in a statement.

The order was imposed after 
thousands of demonstrators 
rallied on Wednesday around 
bangkok’s Democracy Monu-
ment ahead of a scheduled 
drive-by of a royal motorcade 
carrying King Maha Vajiralong-
korn and his family.

While police cordoned most 
of the protesters away from 
the royal route, dozens were 
still present as the motorcade 
passed. Queen Suthida, sitting 
next to Prince Dipangkorn 
Rasmijoti, could be seen star-
ing from a limousine window 
as protesters flashed the three-
fingered salute.

Such overt challenges to the 
monarchy are unheard-of in 
Thailand, where the royal fam-
ily’s influence permeates every 
aspect of society.

Leading opposition figure 
Thanathorn Juangroongru-
angkit decried the crackdown, 
calling for the government to 
“free all arrested people”.

“The government must 

quickly find a way to respond 
to protesters’ demands, other-
wise the situation will fan out 
nationwide,” he said. 

Student leaders took to social 
media to urge supporters to take 
to the streets on Thursday, but 
there was no immediate sign the 
calls were being heeded.

“Come out in force – only 
giving moral support from 
home is not enough,” said the 
Free Youth Movement, which 
had organised massive dem-
onstrations in recent months. 

Police said they would set up 
checkpoints around Ratch-
aprasong junction, the site of 
a major crackdown in 2010, 
after Thailand’s top trending 
Twitter hashtag urged people 
to gather there.

The king spends much of his 
time in Europe, but has been 
in Thailand in recent days for 
an annual buddhist ceremony 
and the anniversary of his 
father’s death.

Enormously wealthy, he is 
supported by the powerful 
military – which has long posi-
tioned itself as the defender of 
the monarchy – as well as the 
establishment elite.

There have been several 
popular uprisings in the tur-
bulent modern history of Thai-
land, which has endured long 
stretches of political unrest 
and more than a dozen mili-
tary coups since 1932. 

In the latest protests, leaders 
have repeatedly said they wish 
only for the monarchy to adapt 
to modern times. 

Their demands include the 
abolition of a strict royal defa-
mation law – which shields the 
king from criticism – and for 
the monarch to stay out of 
politics.

Since the latest protests start-
ed dozens of activists have 
been arrested, charged with 
sedition, and released on bail. 

Government spokesman 
Anucha burapachaisri said the 
premier had ordered police to 
press charges against “the pro-
testers who obstructed the 
royal motorcade” on Wednes-
day.

Charges will also be pursued 
against “those who had acted 
in a way that defames the mon-
archy”, he said in a statement. 

“They must face legal proce-
dures without exception.” AFP

‘Respond to protesters’ 
demands, otherwise 
situation will fan out’

Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) Chief of Staff General Gilbert 
Gapay. PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER

Philippines’ armed forces 
favour Japan defence gear

Queen Suthida, sitting next to Prince Dipangkorn Rasmijoti, could 
be seen staring from a limousine window as protesters flashed the 
three-fingered salute. AFP
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Opinion

t
oDAY is World Food Day, 
and this year in particular 
we should reflect deeply on 
its significance. While it is 

widely known that covid-19 has had a 
devastating impact on health, income 
and employment, the impact on chil-
dren’s nutrition is less well known. 
that impact is deep, as families under 
financial pressure often struggle to 
feed their children well. 

In a country like cambodia, where 
malnutrition rates remain high, 
covid-19’s impact will aggravate an 
already serious situation. the World 
Food Programme (WFP) and UNIceF 
have therefore come together to shine 
a light on this issue, then turn that 
light towards a way forward.

Good nutrition is not just a mat-
ter of survival; it’s also crucial for 
physical growth and brain develop-
ment, enabling children to concen-
trate, learn, and become healthy and 
productive adults. When you add 
poor nutrition to missed education 
caused by school closures, you have 
a double threat to children’s learn-
ing, especially for the poorest and 
most vulnerable.

the recent reopening of schools of-
fers a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity 
to reimagine and improve education, 
while simultaneously strengthen-
ing nutrition within the school gates.  
When learning and nutrition are both 
improved, we will be able to take 
enormous strides forward in educa-
tion, creating a brighter future for 
children and cambodia itself.

the cambodian government, WFP 
and UNIceF have already seen ex-
traordinary results working together 
to provide free meals and nutri-
tion education to students in 1,113 
schools. Studies have shown that 
nutritious meals increase students’ 
concentration spans and help them 
study more effectively, contributing 
to better educational outcomes.  

Providing children with diverse, 
nutrient-rich foods through free 
school meals also motivates families 
to send and keep their children in 
school while easing their economic 
burden.  Nutrition education, mean-
while, helps children develop healthy 
dietary practices that build immunity 
and accelerate recovery from illness-
es, including viruses like covid-19. 

the reopening of schools can be the 
starting point for these initiatives to be 
expanded under the leadership of the 
Ministry of education, Youth and Sport 
and the Ministry of Health. We call for a 

comprehensive approach to improving 
school nutrition, starting at the crucial 
primary and pre-school levels.

this should include the resumption 
and expansion of school meals, nutri-
tion education, micronutrient sup-
plementation, screening and referral 
of malnourished children, and the 
creation of safer and healthier school 
environments. All these initiatives 

benefit and enhance the learning and 
health of children. 

As a first step, establishing clear 
guidelines on food safety and precau-
tionary measures in the preparation, 
serving and consumption of food can 
allow schools that provide free nutri-
tious meals to resume their provision 
as soon as possible. this will allow 
families to continue to reap the mul-
tiple benefits of these programmes.

Secondly, schools can strengthen 

existing health systems by reaching 
children and families with informa-
tion and services, delivered through 
teachers or school and community 
organisations such as School Support 
committees. those involved in cam-
bodian education can help develop 
guidelines for crucial interventions 
including the early detection and re-
ferral of those children at risk of mal-

nutrition, deworming, and micronu-
trient supplementation.

thirdly, schools can help children 
develop nutrition literacy and positive 
behaviours that can last throughout 
their lives. the promotion of healthy 
eating alongside good hygiene and 
sanitation practices should be inte-
grated into primary and pre-school 
curriculums, as well as communi-
cated to teachers, parents and wider 
community members. 

Finally, we know that school en-
vironments greatly influence chil-
dren’s eating habits. Stronger regu-
lation of the marketing and sale of 
unhealthy foods around schools 
is needed, alongside the active 
promotion of healthy, affordable  
alternatives.

today, the WFP and UNIceF renew 
our commitment to supporting the 
cambodian government in its efforts 
to improve the education and nutri-
tion of all children. We have joined the 
global SaveourFuture campaign, cre-
ated to assist governments worldwide 
in reopening schools safely and with 
improved nutrition. 

cambodia’s unique situation, with 
its young population and high num-
ber of school-age children, calls for 
special attention and investment by 
all the development partners. All 3.2 
million of these children deserve high 
quality education and nutrition. to-
day, on World Food Day, we pledge to 
work together so that they are not let 
down – the opportunity of this mo-
ment must not be lost.

Claire Conan is WFP Representative. Foroogh 
Foyouzat is UNICEF Representative.

School reopening –  an opportunity 
to improve nutrition for children

Good nutrition is not just a matter of survival; it’s also crucial for physical growth and brain development, enabling children to concen-
trate, learn, and become healthy and productive adults. wfp C ambodia

opinion
Claire Conan and Foroogh Foyouzat

cambodia’s unique situation . . . 
calls for special attention
 and investment by all the 

development partners



Lifestyle
14 THE PHNOM PENH POST  october  16, 2020  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

Serving coffee with a side of robots
Roth Sochieata

t
He eye-catching 
glass building sur-
rounded by greenery 
at the intersection 

of Streets 371 and 2002 in 
Phnom Penh’s Sen Sok district 
is more than just another cof-
fee shop where you can while 
away a few hours.

UrHobby House cafe is 
filled with robots and char-
acters from Gundam, a Japa-
nese science fiction franchise 
where robots piloted by ge-
netically enhanced humans 
battle in space.

owner Meurn Srey Net says 
the robots take centre stage at 
her cafe, giving it a unique feel.

“UrHobby House would be 
no different than an ordinary 
cafe if we didn’t have these 
Gundam robots on display,” 
the 29-year-old says.

As she sits in her cafe, which 
opened in July, Srey Net tells 
The Post that many people in 
cambodia might see the plas-
tic models and think they’re 
just for kids.

“they actually aren’t. Gun-
dam has been popular in Japan 
for years regardless of age. Peo-
ple really root for it,” she says. 

Srey Net’s husband is one of 
the countless Gundam enthu-
siasts. He’s been collecting the 
plastic models for years and 
his treasure trove includes 
characters from Marvel, trans-
formers, and various other 
anime and manga characters. 
His hobby motivated Srey Net 
to open UrHobby House. 

“the idea started with my 
husband’s hobby of collecting 
Gundam [models] until his 
room was piled up with the 
plastic kits,” Srey Net says. 

Art of the build
Putting together the models 

is no walk in the park. In or-
der to finish one, they need to 
be patient and painstakingly 
detailed. Without truly com-
mitting to the project, it’s easy 
to give up. 

“Seeing hundreds of Gundam 
robots displayed in our cafe, 

people would think it’s easy 
and maybe it’s just a kind of fun 
puzzle. However, it can take 
hours, days, months and even 
years to build one depending 
on its size,” Srey Net says.

“the better you become, 
the longer it takes to build one 
because you want to achieve 
perfection. And by doing so, it 
requires your time.

“the journey has taught my 
husband in many ways. He 
has become more efficient, 
creative, patient and well-or-
ganised. After building his col-
lection up, I witnessed him or-
ganise his things so tidily, and 
not only his stuff, the whole 
house has been prepared. His 
patience is also noticeable. It’s 
not simply just a game. It re-
duces stress,” she says.

When the kits arrive in their 
boxes, it’s just a mishmash of 
small plastic pieces. builders 
carefully clip the pieces from 
their base with a special cut-

ter before planning the build 
of their character. 

the separated parts then 
need to be polished to ensure 
they smoothly stick to each 
other. Perfectionists use spray 
paint and stickers to create 
the robot’s finished look.

“each step is seriously in-
tense in a way that if you are 
not patient enough, you can 
never pass to the next step,” 
Srey Net says. 

All of the materials are im-
ported from Japan. the giant, 
intricate robots on display in 
the cafe were built by her hus-
band and his team of builders. 

besides serving coffee and 
food, the cafe sells the plastic 
Gundam models for anyone in-
terested in trying their hand at 
the tedious yet gratifying task. 

“We also sell ready-made 
Gundam models. but some of 
them aren’t for sale because 
my husband cherishes them 
and wants to keep them in 

the cafe. We urge customers 
to buy the plastics rather than 
a ready-made one because, 
along the way, they can learn 
a lot,” Srey Net says.

“For beginners, we will 
teach them how to start build-
ing one.”

the price of the Gundam 
models varies depending on 
size but the smallest ones start 
at $10. the larger ones can 
cost thousands of dollars. 

customers can also pre-or-
der the latest Gundam mod-
els from around the world 
from Srey Net.

Eat while you work
to accompany their assem-

bling journey, customers can 
enjoy drinks and food at rea-
sonable prices. the menu in-
cludes sandwiches, pasta and 
fried rice.

Srey Net says she has re-
ceived a lot of good feedback 
from customers on her staff’s 

warm service and tasty drinks. 
“I give the customers a 

unique taste because I chose 
the coffee beans myself with 
advice from domestic and 
overseas experts. the final 
formula is my own creative 
concoction,” she says.

the cafe’s ambience makes it 
an easy place to relax – or build 
models – for long stretches of 
time. It has wide-open spaces, 
high ceilings and two floors. 

trees surround the cafe and 
plants have been set inside to 
complement the otherwise 
plastic decorations.

three VIP rooms and a con-
ference room which can fit up 
to 30 people provide even more 
options at the cafe. the rooms 
are equipped with projectors 
and are walled with transparent 
glass to provide a view outside.

A diorama competition has 
been planned in which com-
petitors are tasked with using 
Gundam models to create 

unique scenes. the deadline 
for submissions is mid-No-
vember and participants will 
be able to have their works 
displayed in the cafe. 

expert builders and some of 
the cafe’s customers will serve 
as judges of the competition 
and prizes will be awarded to 
the top three contestants. 

“on weekdays we have 
about 200 to 300 customers 
per day. on the weekends, 
UrHobby House is full. Some-
times we don’t have enough 
space for customers to sit.” 

Srey Net says her customers 
are mostly locals, but foreign-
ers of all ages have stopped in 
for a peek at the uncommon 
cafe as well. 

A side project, UrHobby Sta-
tion, is under construction be-
hind the cafe. UrHobby Station 
will be modelled after Gundam 
bases in other countries and 
will become a place for enthu-
siasts to build, receive the lat-
est Gundam updates and tin-
ker with new materials.  

“All of these materials are 
quite expensive but if you 
come to build here, we only 
charge a small amount. We 
hope to finish UrHobby Sta-
tion in the next two months,” 
Srey Net says. 

the young cafe owner says 
she’s always on the lookout 
for new ideas to keep her cus-
tomers satisfied.

Next year, Srey Net hopes to 
franchise her cafe and open 
three more branches because 
customers have requested 
additional locations. 

An avid recycler, Srey Net 
gives a 10 per cent discount to 
anyone who brings their own 
cups to the cafe.

She says coffee pairs per-
fectly with an afternoon of 
meticulous robot-building 
and points to the cafe’s slogan 
as proof: “behind every hobby, 
there’s always a cup of coffee.” 

UrHobby House is open from 
7am to 9pm all week. It’s locat-
ed at the intersection of Streets 
371 and 2002, teuk thla com-
mune, Sen Sok district, Phnom 
Penh. contact: 077 577 727.

Meurn Srey Net’s husband’s passion for Gundam and building plastic models gave her the idea to open a Gundam-themed cafe. hean rangsey

UrHobby House cafe features a spacious well-lit interior with large tables perfect for building models. hean rangsey Building the robots takes time and patience, making coffee and food breaks essential. hean rangsey



M
ARITA was a 
young nun on a 
Croatian island 
when she first 

met Fani, a fellow sister who 
would become her great love. 

“I simply followed my heart,” 
the 36-year-old says of their 
story – the subject of a new, bold 
documentary in the staunchly 
Catholic country, where LGBTQ 
rights are limited.

Titled Nun of Your Business, 
the film premiered at the 
ZagrebDox international doc-
umentary film festival over the 
weekend, scooping up an 
audience award. 

“It tells the story of an unex-
pected and unusual love, but 
my directorial focus was more 
on the issue of personal free-
dom,” Croatian director Ivana 
Marinic Kragic told AFP.

The two women “found 
strength to eventually fight for 
their love, which is not gener-
ally accepted in our society, 
and they made a U-turn in 
their lives”, she said.

With the help of actors to 
reconstruct some scenes, the 
documentary tracks the lives 
of the women as they grapple 
with their sexuality and their 
faith.

Both hail from small, con-
servative communities in 
Croatia, where the Church 
wields a strong influence. 

While tolerance for the 
LGBTQ community has grown 
in Croatia in recent years, reli-
gious groups have led the 
charge to keep gay marriage 
outlawed and restrict legisla-
tion on matters like fostering 
and adoption.

Director Kragic said her 
hope for the film was to create 
empathy, not controversy, over 
the couple’s story.

 
‘Heal me’

Driven by a desire to help the 
needy, Marita Radovanovic was 
18 when she joined a convent on 
her native island of Korcula.

She first met Fanika Feric, 
called Fani, in Zagreb during a 
training seminar for young 
nuns before taking their vows.

It wasn’t until years later, 
after Marita had already quit 
her convent but Fani remained, 

that a romance bloomed. 
“I used to idealise [the 

Church] but eventually I real-
ised I didn’t fit into that frame-
work,” Marita said of her disil-
lusionment with the monastery, 
where she discovered petty 
drama and conflict was no dif-
ferent from the outside world. 

“The motto of my order was 
‘Veritas’ [truth in Latin]. Even-
tually I decided to be honest 
to myself and to God who is 
love,” she added. 

Marita had first become aware 
of her sexual orientation inside 
the nunnery where she had a 
relationship with another wom-
an that became abusive, marked 
by stalking and jealousy.

“For months, tears were con-
stantly rolling down my face 
while I was praying,” the 36-year-
old, who sports short hair dyed 
light purple, told AFP.

Fani, who joined her con-
vent in eastern Croatia at the 
age of 23 after working in a fac-
tory, had always known she 
was gay, but was afraid to 
come out in her hometown. 

“I was not thinking about 
where I was heading . . . in a 
convent there are a lot of wom-
en,” the 40-year-old said with 
a smile. 

“For Catholics homosexuality 
is a major sin. I was praying to 
God to heal me from my ‘ill-
ness’.”

‘Honest to God and myself’
The two women started 

chatting regularly after Marita 
had renounced her nun’s hab-
it and was studying in the 

coastal town of Split.
“I was thinking more about 

her than about the Gospel,” 
joked Fani, a nun in Zagreb at 
the time.

After a fateful visit from Marita 
in 2010, Fani asked for a few days 
of leave to reconsider her path.

“As a young girl, when I saw 
a shooting star I always thought: 
‘God please send me a person 
like me to meet’. Now she was 
here, so I quit the convent”. 

The couple later moved to 
Zagreb.

“Its easier in a big city, where 
no one knows you, no one 
judges you, no one points a 
finger at you, people accepted 
us as we are,” said Fani.

After several years, they 
returned to Marita’s home on 
Korcula, finding acceptance 
with her family. Fani’s parents 
are no longer alive.

“I’m not a ‘roommate’ any-
more,” said Fani. 

It took nearly seven years to 
make the movie after the wom-
en first met director Kragic. 

The couple had to find secu-
rity in their new lives, and also 
establish trust with Kragic 
before they felt ready to unveil 
their story to the public.

Both have held on to their 
faith, separating it from the 
institution of the Church. Cler-
gy have not yet reacted to the 
film.

Their hope is to encourage 
others to follow their hearts. 

“That’s what I did, both in 
the convent when I realised it 
was not my path, and regard-
ing Fani,” said Marita. afp
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Big-eyed one on a beach
  6 Meant to happen
 11 Bro’s kin
 14 Blush
 15 Banishment
 16 Chop off, as a branch
 17 Repertoire
 19 airline’s best guess, for short
 20 Memorable periods 
 21 Unclogged
 23 Cold, dry European wind
 27 Gad about
 29 Things heard at the Grand 

Canyon
 30 Sultanate on Borneo’s coast
 31 Unit of house work
 32 Impose by trickery
 33 adman’s word
 36 Manage, somehow
 37 Have children, old-style
 38 Taj Mahal city
 39 a father of Dada
 40 positioned, as a building
 41 High-quality cigar
 42 “Let’s call ___” (quit)
 44 “Wheel of fortune” category
 45 Sharp-pointed teeth

 47 Disaster scene setups
 48 Tried to persuade
 49 “Buyer beware” warning
 50 Confederate soldier, for short
 51 airport haulers
 58 form of evidence
 59 “I’m just ___ boy” (“Bohemian 

Rhapsody” lyric)
 60 Slim, supple and graceful
 61 Submit to gravity
 62 Ladder steps
 63 pago pago’s place
DOWN
  1 Ball or sphere
  2 Make a little ___ long way
  3 automobile nut?
  4 Teamwork impediment
  5 Jump ball tosser
  6 Like a wild animal
  7 X or Y, on a graph
  8 Little spasm
  9 Tundra wanderer
 10 Melody above the theme
 11 Camper’s roll-up
 12 Certain Greek vowels
 13 Tire in the trunk
 18 Caroler’s syllables

 22 falsify
 23 Central city of Islam
 24 Blood of the Greek gods
 25 Common sight along Rodeo Drive
 26 Ripped
 27 Endeavored
 28 Corrode
 30 It’s just over par
 32 Some cheeses
 34 Clean off, as a blackboard
 35 Grows faint
 37 ___ one’s time (wait)
 38 Invisible emanation
 40 Boater’s obstacle
 41 Swindles
 43 Even-steven situation
 44 Goody two-shoes
 45 part of Miss Muffet’s meal
 46 Large indoor venue
 47 peter and alexander
 49 On the edge of one’s seat
 52 “The Simpsons” shopkeeper
 53 Suffix with “hexa-” or “deca-”
 54 Org. in “The Bourne Identity”
 55 Twenty provider, for short
 56 Symbol for density
 57 abundance

“CARRY ON” 

Thursday’s solution

Thursday’s solution
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Nun of Your Business: 
Unveiling an unlikely 
love story in Croatia

Marita (left) and Fani became nuns at a young age before shunning their habits to live as a couple. afp

It took several years for Marita (left) and Fani (right) to trust director 
Ivana Marinic Kragic with their deeply personal story. afp



PARIS Saint-Germain’s Champi-
ons League opener against Man-
chester United next Tuesday will 
go ahead, but without specta-
tors, despite the French govern-
ment introducing a nighttime 
curfew in the capital, the coun-
try’s sports ministry told AFP.

“Exemptions will be possi-
ble, with or without spectators 
depending on the time,” the 
ministry said on Wednesday 
when asked about sporting 
events going ahead after Pres-
ident Emmanuel Macron ear-
lier announced the curfew.

Residents in Paris and its sur-
rounding Ile-de-France region, 
along with eight other French 

cities, will not be allowed to be 
outdoors between 9pm and 
6am from Saturday, for a dura-
tion of at least four weeks, 
except for essential reasons.

The measures  were 
announced in response to 
Covid-19 infection rates reach-
ing record levels.

The curfew will therefore not 
stop the Champions League 
game at the Parc des Princes 
from going ahead, but will 
ensure that it does so behind 
closed doors.

Recent sporting events in 
and around Paris have seen 
crowds of up to 1,000 permit-
ted to attend. afp
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THE Houston Astros stayed 
alive by the slimmest of mar-
gins on Wednesday while the 
Los Angeles Dodgers rewrote 
the Major League baseball 
(MLb) playoff record book with 
a 15-3 rout of Atlanta in the bat-
tles for a World Series berth.

The Astros, facing elimina-
tion at 3-0 down in the best-
of-seven American League 
Championship Series in San 
Diego, held off the Tampa bay 
4-3 as the Rays missed their 
chance to return to the MLb 
championship showcase for 
the first time since 2008.

In Arlington, Texas, the Dodg-
ers erupted for a record-setting 
11 runs in the first inning on the 
way to a dominant victory over 
the braves that trimmed the 
deficit in their National League 
Championship Series to 2-1.

Max Muncy’s grand slam 
was the Dodgers’ third homer 
of the first inning, capping 
the highest-scoring inning in 
post-season history.

The braves had been on the 
wrong side of the prior play-
off record, surrendering 10 
runs in an inning against the 
St Louis Cardinals last year.

The Dodgers, buoyed by 
a late surge that saw them 
come up just short in an 8-7 
loss to the braves on Tuesday, 
came out firing.

“The big thing for us was to 
carry that over,” Muncy said 
of the momentum built from 
scoring seven runs in the final 
three innings on Tuesday night. 
“We were able to do that.”

Mookie betts led off with 
an infield single on the first 
pitch from Atlanta starter 
Kyle Wright and Corey Seager 
belted a double off the next 
pitch to score betts.

Wright retired two batters 
before Will Smith’s double 
scored Seager.

Joc Pederson and Edwin 
Rios homered on back-to-
back pitches, with Pederson’s 
blast scoring three runs.

Wright walked Chris Taylor 
before he was replaced by 
Grant Dayton – who surren-
dered a run-scoring single to 
Seager and loaded the bases 
to set the stage for Muncy’s 
435-foot blast to centre.

‘Not many things cooler’ 
“There’s not too many things 

that are cooler than that,” 

Muncy said of notching a post-
season Grand Slam in his home 
state. “but the biggest thing for 
me is our team got a ‘W’ and 
got guys back on track.”

The three homers were a re-
cord for a first inning in a play-
off game, equalling the most 
in any post-season inning. 

The Dodgers weren’t done. 
bellinger led off the second 
inning with a homer, and Sea-
ger sparked an three-run third 
with a lead-off homer as Los 
Angeles raced into a 15-0 lead. 

The five home runs were a re-
cord for the first three innings of 
a playoff game during which all 
nine Dodgers batters recorded 
a hit – Seager had three.

For Atlanta, Cristian Pache 
pulled one back with a solo 
homer down the left field line 
in the bottom of the third and 
two consolation runs came in 
the ninth.

The Dodgers expect to have 
ace pitcher Clayton Kershaw 
on the mound after missing 
game two with back spasms 
when they try to level the se-
ries on Thursday.

In San Diego, Houston’s 
George Springer smacked a tow-
ering two-run shot to left field to 
break a 2-2 tie in the bottom of 
the fifth inning as the Astros cut 
the series deficit to 3-1.

“I’m just happy that we won 
a game and we’re on until to-
morrow,” said Springer, who 
said he knew his effort was a 
homer as it came off his bat.

“I was able to hit a high 
fastball there,” he said. “It’s a 
tight line, so I’m happy that it 
stayed fair.”

Jose Altuve hit his 18th ca-
reer playoff home run in the 
first inning and added a run-
scoring double in the third.

Tampa bay tied it in the 
fourth when rookie Randy Aro-
zarena belted a 3-1 curveball 
from Astros starting pitcher 
Zack Greinke over the leftfield 
wall for a two-run home run.

They were the only runs al-
lowed by Greinke, who struck 
out seven in six innings for his 
first playoff win since 2015.

The Rays still have history 
on their side. only one Major 
League team – the boston Red 
Sox against the New York Yan-
kees in the 2004 ALCS – has 
recovered from a 3-0 deficit to 
win a best-of-seven playoff se-
ries in 38 prior attempts. afp

Dodgers’ 11-run 
first-inning salvo 
crushes Atlanta

Maguire has bad night for 
England in Nations League
E

NGLAND’S prospects 
of returning to the 
finals of the Nations 
League suffered a big 

hit as Gareth Southgate’s side 
lost 1-0 at home to Denmark 
on Wednesday, while Kylian 
Mbappe gave World Cup 
holders France a 2-1 victory 
in Croatia and Portugal won 
without Cristiano Ronaldo.

Harry Maguire was sent off for 
England in the first half at Wem-
bley for two clumsy yellow cards, 
and Christian Eriksen then con-
verted a 35th-minute penalty 
on the occasion of his 100th cap 
to put the Danes ahead.

They held on to inflict a first 
home defeat on England in 
two years, with the hosts also 
having young Chelsea full-
back Reece James sent off for 
dissent after the final whistle.

“He is a top player, he is a 
massive part of what we do,” 
Southgate said in defence of 
Maguire, who has struggled 
for Manchester United since 
his involvement in a brawl on 
the Greek island of Mykonos 
in August.

“He is having a period where 
is having a lot of stick thrown 
his way and he is big enough 
to deal with that.”

England got to the four-
team finals of the inaugural 
Nations League last year but 
their chances of getting there 
again this time are very much 
in the balance with belgium 
two points ahead of South-
gate’s team and the Danes 
atop League A, Group 2.

belgium won 2-1 in Iceland 
on Wednesday with Romelu 
Lukaku scoring twice. They 
host England in brussels on 
November 15.

In Zagreb, Paris Saint-Ger-
main star Mbappe missed 
an open goal early on but got 
the winner in the 79th minute 
as France beat Croatia 2-1 in 
their latest re-run of the 2018 

World Cup final.
Antoine Griezmann had put 

France ahead with Nikola Vla-
sic equalising in the second 
half for Croatia before around 
7,000 fans.

Les bleus have still never lost 
to Croatia and are level with 
Portugal on 10 points at the top 
of League A, Group 3.

Doubles for Jota, Lewandowski 
Portugal, winners of the 

inaugural Nations League, 
shrugged off the absence of 
Ronaldo because of a posi-
tive Covid-19 test as they beat 
Sweden 3-0 in Lisbon.

Liverpool’s Diogo Jota set up 
bernardo Silva for the opener 
then scored two of his own, 
one either side of half-time.

“This team will always be 
better with Cristiano, but they 
showed they can still com-
pete,” said Portugal coach 
Fernando Santos.

Meanwhile, the prolific Rob-
ert Lewandowski scored a 
brace as Poland beat bosnia 

and Herzegovina 3-0 in Warsaw. 
Karol Linetty got the other goal 
and Poland are top of Group 
A, a point above Italy and two 
ahead of the Netherlands.

The Dutch came from be-
hind to draw 1-1 with Italy 
in bergamo, with Donny van 
de beek netting for Frank de 
boer’s side after Lorenzo Pel-
legrini put Italy ahead.

Scotland continue revival 
below the top tier, Scotland 

continued their tentative reviv-
al by beating the Czech Repub-
lic 1-0 at an empty Hampden 
thanks to an early goal by New-
castle United’s Ryan Fraser.

After edging Israel on pen-
alties to reach the Euro qual-
ifying play-off final, Scot-
land beat Slovakia 1-0 at the 
weekend.

They are now unbeaten in 
eight matches and are four 
points clear of the Czechs at the 
top of League b, Group 2, and 
five ahead of Israel who came 
from 2-0 down to win 3-2 in 

Slovakia with a hat-trick from 
PSV Eindhoven’s Eran Zahavi.

In Group 4, Wales won 1-0 
in bulgaria with a late Jonny 
Williams goal.

They are unbeaten in eight 
competitive games, and Ryan 
Giggs’ side are top with 10 points, 
a point ahead of Finland.

Stephen Kenny is still wait-
ing for his first win as Repub-
lic of Ireland manager after a 
1-0 defeat in Finland left his 
side out of contention for top 
spot in that group.

before 8,000 fans in Helsinki, 
Fredrik Jensen scored the only 
goal, as he did when the sides 
met last month in Dublin.

Also in League b, North-
ern Ireland kept Erling braut 
Haaland quiet enough but 
a second-half Stuart Dallas 
own goal gave Norway a 1-0 
win in oslo in Group 1.

Turkey came from 2-0 down 
to draw 2-2 with Serbia in 
Group 3, which is topped by 
Russia who were held 0-0 by 
Hungary in Moscow. afp

Harry Maguire was sent off for England in the first half at Wembley for two clumsy yellow cards as England 
lost 1-0 to Denmark and diminished their chances of reaching the Uefa Nations League finals. afp

LA put on a batting clinic while rewriting the MLB record book. afp
Neymar and PSG will go ahead with the Champions League opener 
against Manchester United despite France’s curfew. afp

PSG vs Man United 
Champions League 
Paris clash to go ahead
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