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May Kunmakara

T
HE Regional Comprehen-
sive Economic Partnership 
(RCEP) is set to be signed 
next month at the 4th RCEP 

Summit during the 37th ASEAN 
Summit in Vietnam in mid-Novem-
ber, Cambodian Minister of Com-
merce Pan Sorasak said on Sunday.

Experts said the deal will open a 
wealth of new market opportunities 
for Cambodia to diversify its export 

portfolio and accelerate the inflow 
of regional investments.

Sorasak attended the 11th RCEP 
Intersessional Ministerial Meeting 
held via video link last week. He 
said all ASEAN ministers present 
at the meeting acknowledged the 
strides made towards the RCEP.

“Ministers of ASEAN highly evaluate 
the efforts of the trade negotiations 
committee and legal affairs working 
group which completed their works 
as planned despite the challenges 

posed by the Covid-19 pandemic.
“[We] agreed to have it [the RCEP] 

signed by the end of the year in hopes 
that it will create a more modernised, 
broader and more highly efficient 
partnership framework that provides 
economic interests to each member 
through the expanding regional trade 
and investment,” he said.

RCEP is set to be the world’s larg-
est free trade agreement (FTA), 
initially comprising 16 member 
countries and engaging more than 

3.6 billion people, or 48.1 per cent 
of the world population, Thailand’s 
The Nation reported on Friday.

The combined gross domestic 
product (GDP) of RCEP member 
states was to the tune of $28.5 trillion 
last year, or 32.7 per cent of world 
GDP, and their combined trade was 
worth more than $11.2 trillion, or 
29.5 per cent of world trade value.

Fifteen countries – with the notable

Cambodia ready to sign 
RCEP trade agreement

stay clean
a pupil washes her hands before attending class on thursday. the Ministry of education, Youth and sport has announced that it will build at least 200  
hand-washing stations a year in Cambodian schools over the next five years. UNICEF CAMBODIA

UN hoards 
1B syringes 
for Covid-19 
injections
THE UN said on Monday it would 
stockpile one billion syringes around 
the world by the end of 2021, to be 
used for the delivery of any future 
coronavirus vaccine.

UNICEF, the UN Children’s Fund, 
said it aims to get 520 million syring-
es in its warehouses by the end of this 
year, to guarantee an initial supply in 
countries ahead of the vaccine.

“The world will need as many 
syringes as doses of vaccine,” UNICEF 
said in a statement.

UNICEF said it was also buying five 
million safety boxes for used syringes.

The number of confirmed corona-
virus cases worldwide passed 40 mil-
lion on Monday, according to an AFP 
tally based on official sources. More 
than 1.1 million deaths have been 
recorded across the globe.

“Vaccinating the world against Covid-
19 will be one of the largest mass under-
takings in human history, and we will 
need to move as quickly as the vaccines 
can be produced,” said UNICEF execu-
tive director Henrietta Fore.

“By the end of the year, we will already 
have over half a billion syringes pre-
positioned where they can be deployed 
quickly and cost effectively.”

The syringes will be used by Covax, 
the international coronavirus vac-
cine procurement, production and 
distribution pool created by the 
World Health Organisation (WHO).

Covax is run by the Gavi vaccine 
alliance, which will reimburse 
UNICEF for the syringes.

A public-private partnership, Gavi 
helps vaccinate half the world’s chil-
dren against some of the deadliest 
diseases on the planet.

Syringes have a five-year shelf life and 
tend to be shipped by sea, rather than 
vaccines, which are heat-sensitive and 
transported more quickly by air freight.

The billion syringes come on top of the 
620 million that UNICEF would purchase 
for other vaccination programmes against 
diseases such as measles and typhoid.

The WHO says 42 vaccine candi-
dates are currently being tested on 
humans, of which 10 have reached the 
mass testing third and final stage.

A further 156 are being worked on 
in laboratories in preparation for 
human testing.

Typically, only around 10 per cent 
of vaccine candidates make it through 
the trials. AFP
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b Meanchey floods kill one 
more as death toll reaches 15
Khouth Sophak Chakrya

A
S floodwAterS 
start to recede in 
Pursat, battambang 
and Pailin provinces 

and Phnom Penh, banteay 
Meanchey continues to bear 
the brunt as one more person 
was killed on Monday, bring-
ing the total number of flood-
related deaths to 15 in the 
province this month. 

banteay Meanchey provin-
cial hall spokesman ly Sary 
told The Post that the water 
level of the Mongkol borei and 
the Sisophon rivers had risen 
above the alert levels after wa-
ter continued to flow into the 
province from thailand and 
the bavel river in battambang. 
As a result, 22,178 houses close 
to the rivers and in the low-
lands were affected.

“flash flood disasters have 
caused 15 deaths and 13,763 

out of 196,536 people affected 
by floods have been evacuat-
ed to safer areas. [for crops], 
50,000ha of rice crops and 
nearly 10,000ha of cassava 
and cash crops were com-
pletely flooded,” Sary said. 

Infrastructure was also 
damaged. thousands of stu-
dents were affected as 118 
schools in the province were 
inundated. Nine health cen-
tres and five commune halls 
were flooded, affecting pub-
lic services in communities. 
floods also damaged 596 
roads totalling 386km in the 
province, which affected trav-
el and the transport of goods. 

According to Sary, the three 
most-affected areas in ban-
teay Meanchey were Poipet 
town, o’chrov and thma 
Puok districts.

“At this time, the speed of 
water flowing from thailand 
along border canals in those 

three locations has slightly 
decreased compared to Sun-
day, when it rained heavily in 
the north near the thai-cam-
bodian border,” Sary said.

with the cooperation of lo-
cal authorities and the armed 
forces, many families in the 
lowlands along the canal were 
evacuated to safe places. Au-
thorities provided locals with 
first aid, food, blankets, tents 
and mosquito nets.

bu chhin, a resident of Prey 
Kup village in Poipet town’s 
Phsar Kandal commune, told 
The Post that his village had 
been flooded to waist level 
by Monday morning, but his 
family had not yet decided to 
leave for safety.

“the floods were caused by 
heavy rains for several days in 
a row and by thailand opening 
floodgates in the upper area. 
However, the floodwaters may 
recede in the next four to five 

days at the latest if there is no 
rain and if thailand closed 
their gates,” chhin said.

thai authorities in Sa Kaeo 
province on thursday last 
week informed cambodia of 
the opening of a water gate in 
the upper part of Aranyaprath-
et district and called on cam-
bodians living in the lowlands 
along the border canals to be 
aware of flooding, according 
to Khun Sokha, spokesman 
for the National committee 
for disaster Management.

As of Monday, he said flash 
floods had killed 25 people 
throughout the country and af-
fected more than 80,000 hous-
es. roughly 340,000 people 
had been affected and 37,396 
had been evacuated to safer, 
higher grounds. the floods 
affected more than 300,000ha 
of rice and cash crops and 
more than 1,800km of roads 
throughout the country.

Voun Dara

AS of Monday, the National 
election committee (Nec) 
has received 103 complaints 
regarding voter registration. 

In a press release published 
on Monday, Nec said it has 
so far solved 41 of them and is 
in the process of resolving the 
remaining complaints.  

Nec has received five com-
plaints from the ruling cam-
bodian People’s Party (cPP), 94 
from the league for democracy 
Party (ldP) and four from the 
voter registration team leaders. 

Among the complaints, 55 
were filed to commune coun-
cils while 48 were sent to Nec. 

Hel Sarat, a Nec member, 
said: “Some complaints in-
volving new voter registration 
were filed and solved at com-
mune [levels] and others were 
forwarded to Nec.”

He said Nec had ended 
registration in communes 
but results needed to be com-
piled and solutions found for 
the remaining complaints.

the voter list must be validat-
ed by december 31 this year.

Nec spokesman dim So-
vannarom confirmed on 
Monday that as of 6pm on 
Sunday, 256,545 of a total of 
300,390 citizens eligible to 
register to vote this year, or 
85.4 per cent, had successful-
ly registered on the vote list. 

“we welcome all complaints 
because nothing is ever perfect, 
no matter what we do. there 
are many mechanisms to file 

complaints, with which we deal 
with. we continue to do this 
work transparently,” he said.

Sovannarom added that 
on tuesday, Nec will meet to 
check on the complaints. cer-
tain complaints that cannot be 
solved there will be brought to 
the constitutional council.

ldP president Khem Veas-
na and the party spokesman 
chen thon declined to com-
ment on Monday.

chhong chanthorn, a rep-
resentative from the cambo-
dian Youth Party (cYP), said 
voter registration and voter list 
checks were not problematic.

“Some political parties told 
citizens that one can only love 
the nation if they oppose the 
Nec. but my political party ob-
served that the Nec made ef-
forts in preparing voter registra-
tion this year, thereby achieving 
good results,” he said.

Sam Kuntheamy, the ex-
ecutive director of the elec-
tion watchdog Neutral and 
Impartial committee for free 
and fair elections, agreed that 
Nec officials had strived to 
carry out their work to prepare 
the voter list this year. but he 
requested that Nec update its 
materials for preparing voter 
lists on time in the future. 

“I’ve witnessed a number 
of challenges in the voter reg-
istration. Materials for voter 
registrations are a tad old, the 
internet is slow and there are 
electrical snags. these problems 
lead to difficulties with voter 
registration,” he said.

Nec working to fix 
registration quirks

Officials visit flood victims in Banteay Meanchey province on Monday. banteay Meanchey provincial hall

NEC spokesman Dim Sovannarom. hong Menea
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Mom Kunthear

T
HE Ministry of Edu-
cation, Youth and 
Sport announced 
it will build at least 

200 hand-washing stations a 
year in Cambodian schools 
over the next five years.

Minister Hang Chuon 
Naron made the pledge 
on Saturday at a ceremony 
under the theme Washing 
Hands for All at Peam Chi 
Korng High School in Kam-
pong Cham province. The 
ceremony was also attended 
by development partner 
representatives.

“[We] need to build these 
stations in schools across 
Cambodia from now un-
til 2025. We need to pro-
mote health and hygiene at 
schools. Washing hands is 
necessary for maintaining 
health,” he said.

Global Hand Washing Day 
was first celebrated globally 
on October 15, 2008.

Naron said it is an impor-
tant day to remind the pub-
lic about the importance of 
hand hygiene, especially 
washing hands with soap. 
The theme for Global Hand 
Washing Day this year is 
in line with the focus on 
Covid-19 led by the Ministry 
of Health, the World Health 
Organisation and UNICEF.

“Washing hands with soap 
is one of the most effective 
and simplest ways to stop the 
spread of coronavirus and 
must be a priority. We wash 
hands together to maintain 
health globally,” he said.

Naron said washing hands 
also reduces transmitted 
diseases such as 50 per 
cent chance of diarrhoea, 
23 per cent of respiratory 
diseases and others such as 
the transmitter of cholera, 
ebola, shigellosis, SARS and 
hepatitis Type E virus. Hand 
washing also reduces the 
mortality rate of children.

He said schools without 
hand-washing stations need 
to mobilise resources to 
build them and assign stu-
dents to practice washing 
their hands. 

Meng Kimsan, a pro-
gramme adviser at German 
development agency GIZ, 
said at the ceremony that 
the number of people who 

washed their hands after us-
ing toilets across the world 
accounted only for 19 per 
cent, or one in five people.

He said the low hand 
washing rate increases the 
risk of transmitting respi-
ratory diseases, especially 
Covid-19.  

“To help prevent Covid-
19, the School Model Sanita-

tion Project plans to release 
$125,000 to five target prov-
inces including Kampong 
Cham, Tbong Khmum, 
Stung Treng, Ratanakkiri 
and Mondulkiri through 
the education ministry. The 
money will be used to build 
hand-washing facilities for 
schools that lack sufficient 
materials,” Kimsan said.
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Soth Koemsoeun

THE Stung Treng Provincial 
Court prosecutor is question-
ing two suspects arrested for 
attempting to sell 4kg of meth-
amphetamine and ecstasy.

Police arrested one of the 
suspects on Saturday and the 
other on Sunday in Stung Treng 
town’s Srah Russey commune. 

Court spokesman Chhum 
Seang Hak identified the sus-
pects as In Tha, 47, and Vann 
Phou, 27. 

“We sent the case to the prose-

cutor for questioning. They have 
yet to be charged. I think there 
will be an official charge an-
nounced on Tuesday,” he said.   

Provincial anti-drug bureau 
chief Chem Phanith said the 
two are cousins.

“After questioning, we are 
now trying to identify more 
people involved in this case. 
The people behind the drugs 
are in Laos, so it’s hard for us 
to arrest them. We may ask for 
cooperation from Laos.”

Phou was arrested on Sat-
urday near the Trapeang Kriel 

international checkpoint. 
According to a National Po-

lice report released on Mon-
day, police arrested 23 sus-
pects including a woman in 
14 drug cases on Sunday. The 
arrests were made in Phnom 
Penh and the provinces of 
battambang, Kampong Speu, 
Kratie and Takeo. 

Among the 23 suspects, 13 
are accused of selling drugs 
and 10 are users. Police con-
fiscated 49 small packages 
of methamphetamine and 
9.42kg of ketamine.

Niem Chheng

TWO former members of the 
Supreme Court-dissolved 
Cambodia National Rescue 
Party (CNRP) were arrested 
on Saturday and Sunday and 
sent to the Phnom Penh Mu-
nicipal Court for allegedly 
“insulting the King”.

Kong bunheang, 66, and 
Hang Seng, 69 – both residents 
of battambang province’s Sang-
ke district –  formerly served as 
members of the CNRP provin-
cial executive committee. 

bunheang was arrested on 
Saturday evening and Seng’s 
arrest followed on Sunday 
morning, according to Dim 
Saroeun, a former member of 
the CNRP provincial council.

Saroeun said he did not 

know why the pair was arrest-
ed, adding they had not been 
active in politics or social me-
dia since the CNRP was dis-
solved in 2017. 

Deputy provincial police 
chief Lim Puthyla confirmed 
to The Post that the two had 
been sent to court. 

National Police spokesman 
Chhay Kim Khoeun could 
not be reached for comment 
on Monday. but in an inter-
view with Radio Free Asia, he 
said the two were arrested 
with warrants issued by the 
municipal court for insult-
ing the King. 

Seng’s nephew, Ly Hov, said 
on Monday that a policeman 
arrived at his house on Sunday 
and told him and Seng, who 
worked in construction, to re-

pair the garden at the Sangke 
district police station. They ar-
rived at the station with their 
tools and materials and waited 
for about an hour. Then Seng 
was handcuffed, arrested and 
sent away in a car.

Hov said: “They arrested 
him, put him in a car and drove 
away. When asked why they 
arrested him, they said it was 
related to politics and that he 
[Seng] would be questioned for 
a few days and then released.

“He was not active [politi-
cally] since the party was dis-
solved. He fell ill since then 
and we’ve spent about $200 
or $300 for medicine.” 

Hov said Seng suffers from 
chronic illnesses including 
hypertension.

bunheang’s wife, Sen Sy, de-
clined to comment on Mon-
day, saying she was looking 
for her husband in the capital 

Phnom Penh Municipal Court 
spokesman Kuch Kimlong con-
firmed that bunheang and Seng 
were being questioned. 

Under Article 437 of the 
Criminal Code, which was 
amended in 2018, the offence 
carries a prison sentence of be-
tween one and five years and a 
fine of between two and 10 mil-
lion riel ($500 and $2,500).

Cousins held for drug trafficking

Ex-CNRP members arrested 
for allegedly insulting King

Ministry to build hundreds of 
school hand-washing stations

UNESCO to 
tackle fake 
news with 
campaign
Long Kimmarita

UNESCO Cambodia on Monday 
announced a 10-day-campaign to fight 
against the spread of disinformation 
as part of the UN Global Media and 
Information Literacy (MIL) Week.

The social media campaign begins 
on October 22 in conjunction with 
the 9th annual MIL Week scheduled 
for October 24 through October 31. 

Given the global Covid-19 pan-
demic, MIL will go forward under 
the theme Resisting Disinfodemic: 
Media and Information Literacy for 
everyone and, by everyone.

In a press release, UNESCO Cam-
bodia said it is preparing posters 
in Khmer calling for Cambodian 
people to participate.

“The recent pandemic has con-
fronted the world with a new wave of 
disinformation. This ‘Disinfodemic’ 
not only fuels risks to public health 
but also feeds socio-political polari-
sation, hate and division,” it said. 

Ministry of Information spokesman 
Phos Sovann told The Post on Mon-
day the elimination of untrue or fake 
news cannot be done by the govern-
ment alone. This work requires par-
ticipation from civil society organisa-
tions and citizens. 

He said UNESCO also has a role in 
influencing the public to prevent the 
influence of fake news, which affects 
society and proper decision making.  

“This campaign is necessary to pre-
vent the spread of fake news,” he said.  

UNESCO’ posters are intended to 
inform the public that fake news is 
dangerous. The posters also promote 
five laws of media and information 
literacy. News must be accurate and 
independent but transparent and 
easy to understand, it said.

The education ministry has pledged to build 200 hand-washing stations at schools over the next five years. UNICEF CambodIa

The two cousins allegedly attempted to sell 4kg of methamphetamine and ecstasy. polICE

The two former CNRP members have been sent to court. FaCEbook



Illicit diabetes medication has surfaced online. facebook
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Voun Dara

MINIStrY of Health spokes-
woman or Vandine on Sun-
day called on citizens to stop 
buying “dangerous” diabetes 
medicine online. 

the ministry also ordered 
those selling unauthorised 
medicine to stop immediately 
or face legal consequences.

Vandine said opportunists 
have been selling diabetes-
related medicine and medical 
equipment online illegally.  

“Diabetes treatment re-
quires a medical check from a 
doctor. buying medicine on-
line could pose a danger.

“People who sell medicine 
online without authorisation 
from the health ministry must 
stop immediately. they have to 
obey the law. Selling medicine 
in any form must be autho-
rised by the ministry,” she said.

She said people need to be 

well-informed about buying 
medicine and not believe the 
hype. 

“If you don’t believe it, don’t 
buy it,” she said, adding the min-
istry has already fined or shut 
down some of the operators.

A medicine seller under the 
Facebook account “King of 
Khmer traditional Medicine 
with Dragon trademark” in 
Phnom Penh advertised that 
diabetics should instead use 
Khmer traditional medicine. 

chea touch, a specialist in 
diabetes and former head of 
the cambodia Diabetes cen-
tre, said citizens should not 
use traditional medicine and 
should instead look for a med-
ical specialist for treatment. 

“Many people used to con-
tact me to ask and I always 
tell them not to believe Face-
book. None of the medicine 
sellers on Facebook are valid,” 
she said.

Ministry: be wary of 
diabetes meds online 

Asia Foundation to add more 
kids’ books to digital library
Voun Dara

t
He Asia Foundation 
is creating its ninth 
bookLab in cam-
bodia to produce 10 

more children’s books for its 
Let’s read digital library. 

the free library is available 
on the foundation’s website 
and app and the project is 
sponsored by telecom firm 
Smart Axiata co Ltd.

In a joint press release is-
sued on Monday, the Asia 
Foundation said it also 
worked with childFund cam-
bodia to create a forum for 
writers to engage and learn 
from children and get input 
for story writing. 

Asia Foundation country 
representative Meloney c 
Lindberg said the stories for 
this ninth bookmaking event 
centre around families, com-
munities and friendship.

“In this bookLab, the Foun-
dation has embarked on a 
new approach in making 
children’s storybooks by ask-
ing children early in the story 
development process what 
interests them most.  

“I hope that by collecting 
their ideas and working with 
writers, this will lead to chil-
dren’s increased interest in 
reading,” she said. 

Smart Axiata corporate Af-
fairs head tivea Koam said in-

cluding children’s opinions in 
the process of writing stories 
truly makes those books better. 

“Incorporating children’s 
thoughts in the bookLab defi-
nitely brings books’ quality to 
the next level. I hope that stu-
dents will be able to enjoy the 
books that they have voiced 
their opinions and dreams. 

“During the covid-19 pan-

demic, e-books are even 
more relevant and helpful to 
their reading and learning 
process,” he said. 

childFund country direc-
tor Prashant Verma said it 
was wrong to assume that 
cambodian children do not 
like reading. 

“children are the real judge 
of which books they enjoy 

reading. consulting girls and 
boys ensure that educational 
development agencies are 
able to produce a variety of 
cultural, age, and interest-ap-
propriate reading resources.

“We believe there is a direct 
correlation between access to 
quality books, enjoyment of 
reading and increased read-
ing performance,” he said.

The free library is available on the foundation’s website and app. supplied



NBS: China’s 
GDP grows 
4.9% in Q3

CHINA’S economy grew by 
4.9 per cent year-on-year 
in the third quarter of the 

year, versus 3.2 per cent in the 
second one, the National Bureau 
of Statistics (NBS) said on Monday.

The country’s gross domestic 
product (GDP) growth reached 0.7 
per cent year-on-year over the first 
three quarters of this year, turning 
positive from negative 1.6 per cent 
in the first half, the NBS said.

The Chinese economy posted 
a continuous recovery in the first 
nine months and achieved signifi-
cant results in coordinating devel-
opment with epidemic prevention, 
the bureau said in a statement.

The growth in fixed-asset in-
vestment came in at 0.8 per cent 
during the January-September 
period, turning positive for the 
first time this year and compared 
with a 3.1 per cent slide in the 
first six months.

Retail sales increased by 
3.3 per cent year-on-year last 
month, sharply up from 0.5 per 
cent in August.

The country registered a 6.9 
per cent industrial output growth 
last month, compared with 5.6 
per cent in August.

Surveyed urban unemploy-
ment rate nationwide was 5.4 
per cent last month, down from 
5.6 per cent in August.

The NBS, however, noted that 
external uncertainties and the 
risk of epidemic resurgence 
domestically remain.

It said: “The economy is still in 
the process of recovery, and the 
foundation for sustained recov-
ery needs to be consolidated.” 
CHINA DAILY/ASIA NEWS NETWORK
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Business

SAMSUNG electronics vice-
chairman Lee Jae-yong on 
Monday flew to Hanoi to hold 
a meeting with the Vietnamese 
prime minister and discuss 
possible additional invest-
ment plans in the country.

the South Korean tech gi-
ant’s heir apparent is visiting 
the country for the first time 
since october 2018.

Samsung’s smartphone busi-
ness chief roh tae-moon and 
display unit head Lee Dong-
hoon joined Lee on the trip.

Lee will meet with Prime 
Minister Nguyen Xuan Phuc 
on tuesday. Whether the two 
would discuss new investment 
plans remains to be seen.

Last year, the Vietnamese 
leader asked Samsung’s Lee to 
build a semiconductor plant 
in the Southeast Asian coun-
try during his visit to Seoul.

However, considering the 

members of the latest trip, 
Samsung might be consider-
ing increasing investments 
related to the mobile device 
business there rather than the 
chip business.

Asked on the possibility of 
making new investments in 
the country, roh said: “We 
will go and see there.”

the Samsung executives are 
also expected to inspect a re-
search and development cen-
tre under construction in Ha-
noi as well as the smartphone 
manufacturing site there.

Vietnam is one of countries 
that have adopted a fast-track 
entry programme for Korean 
businesspeople, exempting 
them from its mandatory self-
isolation against covid-19.

Samsung is producing over 
90 per cent of smartphones in 
Vietnam. THE KOREA HERALD/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

Samsung heir flies 
to VN for meeting 
on mobile expansion

cSX firms report strong results

Japan keen on trade opportunities  

May Kunmakara

c
oMPANIeS listed on the cam-
bodia Securities exchange 
(cSX) reported continued 
positive performance for the 

first half of this year despite the direct 
effects and spillovers of covid-19 on re-
gional and international stock markets.

Power transmission provider Pes-
tech (cambodia) Plc (PePc) reported 
a 300 per cent surge in net profit to 
$9.243 million in the first half of this 
year from $2.343 million during the 
same period last year.

the cSX noted in a statement re-
ceived by The Post on Monday that 
the water supply and banking sectors 
had been looking to “exploit opportu-
nities in the market”.

this, it said, resulted in 71 per cent 
and 2.7 per cent gains in net profit 
for state-owned utility Phnom Penh 
Water Supply Authority (PPWSA) and 
the largest locally-owned commercial 
bank Acleda bank Plc (Abc) in the pe-
riod from January-June.

State-owned river port operator 
Phnom Penh Autonomous Port (PPAP) 
generated some $22.264 million in 
revenue during the first three quar-
ters, up 2.56 per cent from $21.707 in 
the year-ago period.

cSX vice-president Ha Jong-weon 
told The Post that the performance of 
the listed firms hinges on the industry 
they operate in. considering the ongo-
ing crisis, overall performance on the 
bourse has been quite encouraging.

He said the port business seems to 
be doing fine despite the lower traffic 
during covid-19.

on the other hand, a drying up of or-
ders amid dwindling demand coupled 
with export delays due to lockdown 
restrictions have hit the garment in-
dustry particularly hard, he added.

He said industrial park developer and 
operator Phnom Penh Special economic 
Zone Plc (PPSP) logged a significant de-
cline in profits in the first six months of 
this year and has opted to keep cash in 
hand for its operations instead of paying 
dividends to shareholders this year.

taiwanese-owned garment manu-
facturer Grand twins Internation-
al (cambodia) Plc (GtI) has been 
crushed under the weight of the pan-
demic, posting a dip in purchase or-
ders for the period April-June, result-
ing in a year-on-year drop in revenue 
for the quarter, he said.

“this shows that the pandemic really 
has had an impact on the business of 
cSX’s listed companies, however, there 
shouldn’t be any concern since they are 
doing just fine and the impact has only 
slowed down the pace of their growth 
which was supposed to be a lot more 
stringent had covid-19 not happened.

“In my personal opinion, this is a 
good time for smart investors to buy 
low and keep it to sell high in the near 
future as the business and economy 
of cambodia is forecasted to have 
positive growth from next year and the 
government has tried its best to help 

local businesses and companies and 
boost economic activity in the country 
by several measurements,” Ha said.

there are currently 13 listed firms 
in the Kingdom – seven stock-listed 
and six corporate bond-listed. the 13 
companies have raised a combined 
$253 million and the stock index in-
creased more than 57 per cent last 
year over 2018, cSX data show.

In the first nine months of this year, 
two companies listed stocks and 
three listed bonds. the five firms have 
raised a combined $92 million, the 
data show.

Thou Vireak

rePreSeNtAtIVeS of the 
cambodian and Japanese 
private sectors are sched-
uled to meet on tuesday and 
explore opportunities for 
mutual business and trade 
promotion, the cambodian 
chamber of commerce (ccc) 
said on Saturday.

ccc president Kith Meng will 
meet Marisa Haruta and wel-
come her as the new chief rep-
resentative of the Japan exter-
nal trade organisation (Jetro) 
in cambodia, the ccc said.

ccc director-general Nguon 
Meng tech told The Post on 
Monday that the meeting 
seeks to strengthen business 
and commercial cooperation 
between the ccc and Jetro.

on September 3, coun-
cil for the Development of 
cambodia (cDc) secretary-
general Sok chenda Sophea 
headed the cambodian side 
at the 20th cambodia-Japan 
Joint committee meeting.

He said the two sides are 

committed to continue work-
ing together to resolve the 
remaining issues in red tape 
reduction and ensure more 
activity among ongoing Japa-
nese investment projects, and 
guarantee competitiveness.

“I would like to thank all 
Japanese investors who have 
always believed in the royal 
Government of cambodia.

“I highly appreciate the 
investment activities of all 
Japanese investors, especial-
ly in the non-textile manu-
facturing sector, which has 
been playing an important 
role in cambodia’s economic 
diversification and resource 
development in line with the 
cambodian Industrial Devel-
opment Policy 2015-2025,” 

chenda Sophea said.
between 1995 and July, the 

cDc has registered 144 Japa-
nese investment projects with 
$2.8 billion in capital invest-
ment, its figures show.

of these, 66 were in special 
economic zones (SeZs) with 
an estimated capital invest-
ment of $340 million.

Founded in 1958 to promote 
Japanese exports abroad, Jet-
ro has shifted its core focus 
to foreign direct investment 
from Japan and facilitating 
world trade and global part-
nerships. In 2010, the govern-
ment entity set up an office in 
cambodia.

Goods exported from cam-
bodia to Japan were worth 
more than $1.045 billion in the 
first eight months of this year, 
down 5.3 per cent from $1.103 
billion in the same period last 
year, Jetro figures show.

Imports from Japan were 
worth more than $300 mil-
lion, down 14.2 per cent from 
$350 million in the year-ago 
period.

Phnom Penh Autonomous Port (PPAP) generated $22.26 million in revenue during the first three quarters, up 2.56 per cent. HENg CHIvOAN

CCC president Kith Meng will meet with Japanese counterparts to 
explore opportunities for mutual business and trade. HENg CHIvOAN

USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,102 1.3175 6.6857 105.33 4.1425 1.3570 31.19 0.7114 1.1756 1.3006
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exception of India which withdrew in 
November last year – will sign the 
deal. the members have not yet been 
able to respond to India’s concerns 
regarding its trade deficit with many 
of them, according to the Nation.

besides the 10 ASeAN member 
states, the other five partners are 
china, Japan, South Korea, Australia 
and New Zealand.

even without India, rceP will cov-
er more than 2.2 billion people, or 30 
per cent of the world population, a 
total GDP of more than $25.6 trillion 
(29.3 per cent of world GDP) and 
trade value of more than $10.4 tril-
lion (27.4 per cent of global trade).

royal Academy of cambodia eco-
nomics researcher Hong Vanak said 
rceP is a platform for ASeAN that 
was years in the making.

He said the deal will re-orient the 
trade and investment landscape in 
the region, encourage commercial 
exchanges among members and 
serve as a vital driving engine for the 
manufacturing sector.

“this means that the countries 
in the region will enjoy more op-
portunities to promote exports to 
other members. At the same time, 
the rceP will help to promote trade 
flow and attract more investments 
with members to the region.

“cambodia now is not like it used 
to be. We have a wide selection of 
agricultural products on offer in ad-
dition to garments and textiles.

“Moreover, it has much more room 
to entice more regional investment to 
re-export to other countries that are 
partners of ASeAN,” Vanak said.

rceP moves 
on to make 
history even 
without India 

‘e-business owners need permits’
Thou Vireak

t
He Ministry of commerce 
has called on e-business 
owners to apply for permits 
and licences to operate le-

gally in cambodia.
cambodia’s e-commerce law came 

into force in November last year and 
aims to regulate electronic busi-
nesses based in the Kingdom and 
enable local small and medium-
sized enterprises to integrate into 
value chains linked to domestic and 
international markets, the ministry 
said in a prakas.

Signed on october 9 by minister 
Pan Sorasak, the prakas outlines 
the documentation and procedures 
required to obtain e-commerce per-
mits and business licences, as well 
as to renew, update and edit infor-
mation in what it describes as a sim-
ple and transparent manner.

According to the prakas, any natu-
ral or legal person who wishes to 
conduct business, operate or engage 
in commercial activity through elec-
tronic means must apply for a permit 
at the business registration Depart-
ment under the ministry’s trade Sup-
port Services General-Directorate.

the business registration Depart-
ment’s website can be seen at moc.gov.
kh/en-us/contact/organisation/18.

According to the prakas, an e-
commerce permit is not required 
for the advertising of goods or ser-
vices that are not subject to a con-
tract and booking services that do 
not require deposit or payment by 
customers or users.

Also exempt is the sale of goods or 
services of individual or sole propri-
etorship with a turnover not exceed-
ing the limit of a “small taxpayer”.

Sales at family-owned or seasonal 
businesses, sales of one’s own art-
work, private tutoring, training or 

education of the national religion, 
training by non-profit organisations 
and state institutions’ operations in 
the provision of public services are 
also on the list of exemptions.

e-commerce permits and licences 
are valid for two and three years, 
respectively, from the date of issu-
ance, the prakas said.

Ministry officials will review sub-
mitted applications and will re-
spond to the applicant within five 
working days, it said.

Ministry spokesman Seang thay 
told The Post that the e-commerce 

law will help boost the Kingdom’s 
economic growth through tax rev-
enue collection.

“We are making progress in Indus-
try 4.0, so the law will enable us to 
effectively manage our electronic 
businesses in relation to trade dis-
putes and tax collection from the 
sector,” he said.

Speaking at a workshop organised 
by e-Zone trading Plc on March 8, 
cambodian e-commerce Federation 
president Ley Sopheap highlighted 
the critical role of e-commerce in 
the local market as the government 

works to turn the Kingdom into a 
digital economy.

He said e-commerce opens a world 
of opportunities for local small- and 
medium-sized enterprises (SMes).

As the number of smartphone 
users grows and the Kingdom em-
braces the Fourth Industrial revo-
lution, more and more businesses 
are choosing to make their services 
available online, Sopheap said.

“e-commerce operators will profit 
more if they operate legally. the 
government is urging e-commerce 
firms to register,” he said.

The Ministry of Commerce says e-business owners need to apply for permits and licences to do business in the Kingdom. post staff

china unveils pilot reform measures for Shenzhen
cHINA on Sunday announced 
a new list of the first batch of 
authorised matters for com-
prehensive pilot reforms in 
Shenzhen, as part of its ongo-
ing efforts to facilitate higher-
level reforms and opening-up 
in the high-tech hub adjacent 
to Hong Kong.

the list outlined 40 detailed 
reform measures to be imple-
mented in Shenzhen, such as 
promoting the reform of the 
registration-based initial public 
offering (IPo) system in the city’s 
start-up board chiNext, the 
introduction of a listing transfer 
mechanism from the country’s 
over-the-counter equity market 
to chiNext and piloting domes-
tic issuance of stocks or china 
Depository receipts by innova-
tive companies.

the announcement came 
after President Xi Jinping 
attended a gathering on octo-
ber 14 to celebrate the 40th 
anniversary of the establish-
ment of the Shenzhen Special 
economic Zone, where he 
called on the city to build itself 
into a pilot zone for socialism 
with chinese characteristics.

National Development and 
reform commission (NDrc) 
vice-minister Ning Jizhe said 
the new list, together with the 
newly implemented plan for 
comprehensive pilot reforms 
in Shenzhen, will unleash huge 
benefits enabled by reforms for 
its high-quality development.

“Under the overall framework 
of the new plan, the list has out-
lined 40 targeted reform meas-
ures, of which more than 20 
require adjusting existing laws 
and regulations,” Ning said at 
a news conference on Sunday.

Capital market integration
Dong Dengxin, director of 

Wuhan University of Science 
and technology’s Finance and 
Securities Institute, said the 
pilot reform highlighted the 
acceleration of china’s capital 

market reform and further 
integration of the market with 
international practices.

“the capital market reform in 
Shenzhen has taken bolder 
steps, which will help regulators 
and market players to gain use-
ful experience and will help 
improve the fundamental sys-
tem and efficiency of china’s 
overall capital market,” he said.

He said that the reform meas-
ures, such as the introduction 
of stock index futures of Shen-
zhen-listed shares, will help 

enrich the financial derivative 
products in the market and 
boost the attraction of the Shen-
zhen market to both domestic 
and international investors.

the establishment of a listing 
transfer mechanism from chi-
na’s over-the-counter equity 
market to chiNext will also help 
the country’s smaller innovative 
firms gain easier access to cap-
ital and boost their attractive-
ness to investors, he said.

And the introduction of the 
listing of chinese Depository 

receipts on the Shenzhen Stock 
Market will also help facilitate 
the return of overseas-listed 
chinese companies to the 
A-share market, Dong added.

According to the new list, 
more efforts will be made to 
support the construction of a 
big data centre in the Guang-
dong-Hong Kong-Macao 
Greater bay Area, pilot china’s 
first personal bankruptcy sys-
tem in Shenzhen and grant 
greater autonomy to the city 
to pilot in fields including arti-
ficial intelligence, autono-
mous driving, healthcare and 
information services.

other measures include pro-
moting the establishment of 
technology transfer departments 
in universities and scientific 
research institutions, authoris-
ing Shenzhen to independently 
issue local government bonds 
and expanding opening-up in 
ports and shipping sectors.

Wang changlin, president of 
the NDrc’s Academy of Macr-
oeconomic research, spoke 
highly of the bolder reforms to 
be implemented in Shenzhen, 
especially in the market-based 
allocation of factors of produc-
tion, business environment 
optimisation and opening-up.

“With the support of prefer-
ential policies, Shenzhen will 
not only foster high-quality 
development, but will also 
play a key role in boosting the 
development of the Greater 

bay Area and even the whole 
nation,” he said.

Wang Yiming, former deputy 
director of the Development 
research centre of the State 
council, said the new moves 
demonstrated china’s firm 
determination to open wider 
to the outside world.

Shenzhen, the home of chi-
nese tech giants such as Hua-
wei and tencent, has been 
playing a significant role in 
powering china’s economic 
transformation and techno-
logical innovation.

Last year, the city’s gross 
domestic product (GDP) 
exceeded 2.6 trillion yuan 
($390 billion), making it the 
third-largest in china after 
Shanghai and beijing.

According to the Ministry of 
Science and technology, the 
added value of the high-tech 
industry in Shenzhen reached 
more than 920 billion yuan last 
year, accounting for over 34 
per cent of the city’s GDP.

“the city needs to make 
more efforts to select innova-
tive talents willing to carry out 
bolder reforms, explore incen-
tives and create a fault-tolerant 
mechanism to encourage 
reforms,” said Liu Shijin, dep-
uty director of the economic 
Affairs committee of the 
National committee of the 
chinese People’s Political con-
sultative conference. CHINa 

DaILY/asIa NEWs NEtWoRK

China wants reforms and opening-up in the high-tech hub adjacent to Hong Kong. xINHua NEWs agENCY
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tHe elevated number of covid-19 
cases in developing countries like 
the Philippines poses a threat to 
their economies such that the Inter-
national Monetary Fund (IMF) has 
urged prioritising stemming infec-
tions to eventually address both the 
health and socioeconomic crises in-
flicted by the pandemic.

the written statement of IMF man-
aging director Kristalina Georgieva 
issued at the end of the Washington-
based lender’s annual meeting last 
week noted that the real gross do-
mestic product (GDP) of emerging 
markets and developing economies 
(eMDes) was now seen shrinking by 
3.3 per cent this year – worse than 
the IMF’s forecasts in April and June, 
before recovering with a six per cent 
growth next year.

“Several eMDes have benefitted 
from accommodative global liquid-
ity conditions that have triggered 
a decline in sovereign yields and a 
rekindling of portfolio flows to some 
emerging markets, but others still 
lack access to markets,” Georgieva 
said.

Georgieva said “recovery pros-
pects within this group [of eMDes] 
are highly uneven”, citing that coun-
tries like china or Vietnam, which 
have been relatively successful thus 
far in containing the virus, might 
avoid real contractions this year and 
expect robust growth next year of 
seven per cent or more.

on the other hand, Georgieva said: 
“other eMDes, however – including 

[but not restricted to] India, brazil, 
Argentina, the Philippines and Iraq 
– grapple with high caseloads that 
cloud the near-term economic out-
look.”

the IMF had projected the Phil-
ippine economy to contract by a 
record 8.3 per cent this year as the 
covid-19 pandemic soured con-
sumer confidence as well as private 
investments amid prolonged quar-
antine restrictions.

As of Friday, the Philippines had 
the second-highest number of 
covid-19 cases in Southeast Asia af-

ter Indonesia.
“the priority in countries where 

infections are high or continue to 
rise is to slow the transmission,” 
Georgieva said.

economic policy should cushion 
income losses for people and firms, 
while accommodating the realloca-
tion of resources away from contact-
intensive sectors, Georgieva added.

Moving forward, Georgieva said 
that as economies emerge from the 
recession, a reassessment of spend-
ing priorities would be needed. PHILIP-

PINE DAILY INQUIRER/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

elevated covid-19 cases cloud 
Philippine’s economic outlook

toshiba to use quantum cryptography
JAPAN’S toshiba corp has offi-

cially announced that it will put 
into practical use this fiscal year 
its quantum cryptography com-

munications system, which is theo-
retically invulnerable to hacking.

Later, it will introduce a paid sub-
scription system for secure com-
munications services, hoping to 
increase its sales to more than 500 
billion yen ($4.7 billion) in fiscal 
2035, the company said on Sunday.

Quantum cryptography commu-
nication is a technology that relies on 
the use of photons – single particles of 

light – to transmit data encryption keys 
needed for ciphering and deciphering.

the sender transmits ciphered data 
along with an encryption key so that 
the authorised receiver can decipher 
the message. If an unauthorised third 
party tries to decipher the encrypted 
data, the photons will be altered to 
render the key unusable.

As a starter, toshiba will provide 
the defence ministry, Self-Defence 
Forces and the National Police 
Agency with equipment and a com-
munications channel developed by 
toshiba for exchanging keys during 

the January-March period next year, 
the final quarter of fiscal 2020.

beyond this, the company plans to 
expand its business through collabo-
ration with communication-related 
business firms and other entities in the 
US, britain, and other Asian countries.

by fiscal 2025, it will also launch sub-
scription services for its equipment and 
software to be used by companies and 
other entities at fixed rates. envisaged 
are their internal exchanges of highly 
classified clients’ data, for instance.

Quantum cryptography is con-
sidered the “ultimate code” for its 

ultrahigh degree of security. As the 
technology may become a sure-fire 
countermeasure against the risks of 
codes being deciphered, other coun-
tries, including china, South Korea, 
and those in europe and North Amer-
ica are advancing its development.

toshiba reckons that the global market 
for quantum cryptography communica-
tions will expand to about 2.1 trillion yen 
by fiscal 2035. by acquiring one-quarter 
of the global market share, toshiba aims 
to have its technologies become the vir-
tual industry standards. THE YOMIURI SHIM-

BUN (JAPAN)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Foreigners 
scooping 
up shares of 
Naver, Kakao
ForeIGN investors have purchased 
over 350 billion won ($308 million) 
worth of South Korean internet giants 
Naver and Kakao’s shares so far this 
month amid their strong preference 
for growth stocks in emerging mar-
kets due to unfavourable factors in 
the US market, data showed on Sun-
day.

According to data from the nation’s 
sole bourse operator, the Korea 
exchange, offshore investors had 
purchased a net 187.4 billion won 
and 164 billion won worth of Naver 
and Kakao shares, respectively, as of 
Friday.

this marked the first time that for-
eign investors’ monthly net stock 
buying surpassed 300 billion won 
since the 365.1 billion won observed 
in July last year, the data showed.

the figures also represented a sharp 
turnaround from an earlier selling 
binge. During the last nine months 
of this year, foreign investors sold a 
net 1.52 trillion won and 351.7 billion 
won of Naver and Kakao shares, 
respectively, while retail investors 
bought a net 1.8 trillion won and 1.59 
trillion won.

Market watchers attributed for-
eigners’ recent trend toward buying 
Korean tech stocks to the tightening 
business environment for global tech 
giants such as Amazon, Apple, Face-
book and Google.

earlier this month, US Democratic 
lawmakers called on the US congress 
to rein in the country’s tech giants’ 
businesses, making it harder for them 
to acquire others and imposing new 
regulations to safeguard competition.

“Amid the escalating debate over 
applying tougher rules on the US tech 
giants, offshore investors’ interest is 
likely to move toward emerging mar-
kets’ growth stocks such as china’s 
online retailer JD.com and Korea’s 
Naver and Kakao,” said Kim Soo-
yeon, an analyst at Hanwha Invest-
ment & Securities.

choi Yoo-june, an analyst at Shin-
han Financial Investment, said the 
rosy outlook for Naver and Kakao had 
attracted foreigners to begin scoop-
ing up the local shares.

According to the latest forecasts 
from financial market tracker FN 
Guide, the two internet giants are 
expected to report strong third quar-
ter earnings.

Naver is projected to post about 
1.82 trillion won in sales for the July-
September period, up 9.3 per cent 
from a year earlier, while operating 
profit is estimated to surge by 36.7 
per cent year-on-year to 276.3 billion 
won over the period.

Kakao is expected to log 1.02 trillion 
won in sales and 116.2 billion won in 
operating profit in the third quarter, 
soaring 30.5 per cent and 96.7 per 
cent year-on-year, respectively.

Another factor was the weakening 
dollar, which drove foreign investors 
away from the US market and to 
emerging Asian markets.

the South Korean won closed at 
1,147.4 won against the greenback 
on Friday. Within this month, the val-
ue of the dollar has dropped by 22.1 
won. Due to the weakening trend, for-
eigners purchased a net 1.14 trillion 
won worth of shares from the main 
bourse Kospi market this month. THE 

KOREA HERALD/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Savannakhet 
sets up site to 
inform investors

BUSINESS operators will find it 
easier to make decisions about 
investment in Savannakhet now 

that the Lao province has created a web-
site which provides all the information 
needed by potential investors.

The website was set up to attract 
more investors as well as make the 
process of registering a business easier.

A provincial official said: “Investors or 
those interested in business and invest-
ment in our province can now easily access 
information because we have uploaded the 
most recent updates onto the website at 
www.invest-savannakhet.gov.la.

“The website was developed by Savan-
nakhet province’s Planning and Invest-
ment Department in a bid to attract more 
investors, both from Laos and overseas, 
once the Covid-19 pandemic is over.

“The pandemic is having a devastating 
effect on the global economy as well as 
investment in this province so we hope 
the website will encourage more com-
panies to invest in Savannakhet.”

The website includes all investment 
information relating to Savannakhet, such 
as the investment potential of each district, 
financial accounts of current investment 
projects, the procedures required to register 
investment, and how to obtain permission.

It also details the Law on Investment, 
the cost of land rental in the Savan-Seno 
Special Economic Zone and other policies 
that support investment in the province.

The website is now ready for public 
use and people can download the infor-
mation it provides to help them make 
decisions about investing in Savan-
nakhet. VIENTIANE TIMES/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

The IMF had projected the Philippine economy to contract by a record 8.3 per cent this year 
as the Covid-19 pandemic soured consumer confidence as well as private investments 
amid prolonged quarantine restrictions. PIXABAY

Quantum cryptography is considered the ‘ultimate code’ for its ultrahigh degree of security. PIXABAY
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DGB Bank is chalking 
up plans to introduce 
the whole spectrum 
of banking services – 

from retail to mobile banking – 
to strengthen its position in the 
competitive financial sector. 

The South Korean 
specialised bank that was 
upgraded to a fully fledged 
commercial bank on September 
30 will continue to grow its 
loan segment, which has been 
its core business. 

Headquartered on Phnom 
Penh’s Kampuchea Krom 
Boulevard, DGB Bank launched 
its operations after obtaining a 
licence from the National Bank 
of Cambodia in 2010. 

“Being upgraded to a 
commercial bank is a big step 
for us to expand our operations 
in the Cambodian financial 
industry. 

“This new licence will allow 
us to provide a full range of 
new products to our valued 
customers. 

“This enhancement in our 
range of products will facilitate 
our customers’ business more 

effectively, as well as meet their 
personal needs,” said DGB Bank 
CEO Lee Yong Man.

A wide suite of products 
ranging from deposits, foreign 
exchange and remittance 
services with local and 
international transfers, to 
mobile and internet banking 
will be offered in the coming 
months.

“Due to the nature of a 
specialised banking licence, 
we have only provided loans. 
Therefore, we could not have 
any experience in retail banking 
such as credit cards, savings 
accounts and taking deposits. 

“But as we have more than 
7,000 loan clients, we expect 
our retail banking operations 
can be actively engaged as soon 
as we are ready with our range 
of products,” Lee added.

The bank will ramp up efforts 
to deliver maximum value to its 
clients by reaching out through 
advertisements and promotions 
via public and social media 
campaigns. 

In addition, DGB’s goodwill 
ambassador, popular singer 

Preap Sovath, who has been 
with the bank for over a decade, 
will also play a vital part in 
promoting their services.

The bank’s efforts are 
supported by 600 well-trained 
staff across its nine branches 
nationwide, while it offers 
seamless banking services 
through its digital platform.  

“Since establishment, our 
main market for lending has 

been SMEs [small and medium-
sized enterprises], and this will 
continue. 

“For deposits, the target 
market is mainly Cambodians, 
but it would naturally include 
Korean corporations and 
individuals residing in Cambodia. 

“At present, DGB’s loan 
business is the hot-selling 
banking product. However, 
our deposit product with its 

competitive rates, coupled with 
the latest mobile application 
technology, will be another of 
our core products to be added in 
the near future,” he said.

Lee added that the bank will 
continue to focus on developing 
its human capital by conducting 
specialised training for its 
workforce. 

“We bring new and 
systematic methodologies for 

risk management, customer 
marketing approaches and 
management skills development 
to ensure that our staff remain 
well trained and competent 
in the areas of their primary 
responsibility. 

“Such efforts ensure that 
our people will be a big plus 
in Cambodia’s young and still-
evolving financial industry,” 
said Lee. a
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Newly minted DGB Bank ready to 
roll out suite of banking services

DGB Bank was upgraded to a fully fledged commercial bank in September. heng chivoan

A 600-strong team of staff in nine branches support the bank’s operations across the Kingdom. supplied

The bank will continue to focus on developing its human capital. heng chivoan
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The financial institution is gearing up to offer more services to its clients. heng chivoan
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tUrKISH cypriots in break-
away northern cyprus on 
Sunday narrowly elected right-
wing nationalist ersin tatar, 
backed by Ankara, in a run-off 
poll, at a time of heightened 
tensions in the eastern Medi-
terranean.

tatar, 60, clinched his sur-
prise victory in a second round 
of presidential elections, win-
ning 51.7 per cent of the vote, 
official results showed.

He edged out incumbent 
turkish cypriot leader Mus-
tafa Akinci, 72, a supporter of 
reunification with the Greek 
cypriot south of the divided 
island, leaving attempts to 
relaunch long- stalled UN-
brokered talks hanging in the 
balance.

tatar is an advocate of a 
two-state solution and held 
the post of premier in the self-
proclaimed turkish republic 
of Northern cyprus (trNc), 
recognised only by Ankara.

He controversially received 
the open backing of turkey’s 
President recep tayyip er-
dogan during the election 
campaign.

In a victory speech to hun-
dreds of cheering and turkish 
flag-waving supporters, tatar 
thanked turkey’s head of state 
and said: “We deserve our sov-
ereignty – we are the voice of 
turkish cypriots.

“We are fighting to exist 
within the turkish republic of 
Northern cyprus, therefore our 
neighbours in the south and 
the world community should 
respect our fight for freedom.”

there was no immediate of-
ficial reaction from the Greek 
cypriot government or ruling 
party in the south of the is-
land, which is an eU member 
state, although opposition 
parties were quick to lament 

the outcome.
erdogan was swift to cel-

ebrate the victory, which fol-
lowed a high 67 per cent turn-
out at the polls.

“I congratulate ersin tatar 
who has been elected presi-
dent . . . turkey will continue 
to provide all types of efforts 
to protect the rights of the 
turkish cypriot people,” he 
wrote on twitter.

In a telephone call the same 
night, erdogan said he was 
confident the two leaders 
would maintain close coop-
eration in all areas, “starting 
with the hydrocarbon linked 
activities in the eastern Medi-
terranean”, his office said.

Under erdogan, turkey has 
become an increasingly asser-
tive regional power that is now 
engaged in a bitter dispute 
with Greece and cyprus over 
oil and gas reserves in eastern 
Mediterranean waters.

the eU has deplored tur-
key’s drilling for hydrocar-
bons in disputed waters and 
warned Ankara against fur-
ther “provocations”, while 
multiple countries have 
staged military drills in the 
region in recent months.

the second-round ballot was 
triggered after tatar won 32 per 
cent of the vote on october 11 
ahead of Akinci, who garnered 
just under 30 per cent.

Akinci was tipped to secure 
a second term, having won 
the backing of tufan erhur-
man, a fellow social demo-
crat who came third last time 
around.

After his defeat, Akinci, who 
had accused Ankara of med-
dling in the polls, thanked 
his supporters and said: “You 
know what happened . . . I am 
not going to do politics on 
this.” AFP

turkish cypriots elect 
erdogan’s candidate 
amid east Med tensions

europe surpasses 250,000 virus 
deaths as Israel lifts lockdown
e

UroPe passed the 
milestone of 250,000 
deaths from covid-19 
on Sunday as Israel and 

Australia’s second-largest city of 
Melbourne began to gradually 
ease their strict lockdowns.

european nations have 
ratcheted up restrictions on 
daily life to tackle soaring in-
fections, with a 44 per cent in-
crease in cases this week.

Nighttime curfews on mil-
lions came into force in 
France this weekend and 
Switzerland required all its 
citizens to wear masks in in-
door public places.

but Israel has managed to 
flatten its outbreak through 
draconian measures includ-
ing a ban on travelling more 
than a kilometre from home.

the government lifted that 
restriction on Sunday and 
reopened kindergartens, 
beaches and national parks.

In Australia, Melbourne has 
managed to control its up-
surge in cases and officials 
were able to allow the city’s 
five million inhabitants to 
leave their homes for more 
than two hours a day for the 
first time in three months.

While people will be al-
lowed to travel up to 25km 
from home if they have valid 
reasons, restaurants and oth-
er businesses in Melbourne 
remain closed.

In europe however, the in-
crease in cases is reaching 
alarming levels.

europe’s death toll makes it 
the second-hardest hit region 
after Latin America and the 
caribbean, where fatalities 
have surpassed 350,000.

the UK remains europe’s 
worst-affected country in 
terms of deaths, accounting 
for almost one-fifth of fatali-

ties on the continent.
It continues to struggle 

against the virus, with local 
officials resisting attempts by 
ministers to impose restric-
tions by region.

France counted nearly 30,000 
new cases on Sunday, close to 
Saturday’s record 32,427 cases. 
Some 1,900 covid-19 patients 
are currently occupying in-
tensive care unit beds, out of 
France’s total capacity of 5,800.

the government has intro-
duced a 9pm-6am curfew for 
at least a month in nine cities 
including Paris, affecting 20 
million people.

those flouting the curfew 
face a fine of €135 ($158) un-
less they can prove they have 
a valid reason to be out.

the measures fall short of 
the blanket confinements 
imposed in many countries 
earlier in the year – but raise 
fears of new, severe restric-
tions across the continent.

In Italy, Prime Minister 
Giuseppe conte on Sunday 
announced a series of new 
measures to tackle the rising 
number of virus cases, with 
restrictions placed on bars 
and restaurants and a push to 
increase working from home.

Arrivals at schools will also 
be staggered to help with so-
cial distancing and local festi-
vals and fairs banned.

two weeks ago, New Zea-
land Prime Minister Jacinda 
Ardern had declared her 
country had beaten the virus 
again – but a new commu-
nity case of covid-19 has now 
been confirmed, punching a 
hole in her assertion.

Ardern’s Labour Party won 
a landslide election victory on 
Saturday, with her government’s 
handling of the pandemic wide-
ly credited as a factor.

In South Africa Health Min-
ister Zweli Mkhize announced 
on Sunday that he had tested 

positive for coronavirus, add-
ing to over 700,000 cases reg-
istered in the country.

He is the fifth member of 
the government to contract 
covid-19.

South Africa accounts for 
around 43 per cent of the virus 
cases on the African continent.

Meanwhile, a new study in 
Japan has found that the cor-
onavirus remains active on 
human skin for nine hours.

In comparison, the patho-
gen that causes the flu sur-
vives on human skin for about 
1.8 hours, according to the 
study published this month 
in the Clinical Infectious Dis-
eases journal.

they concluded that fre-
quent hand washing is the best 
way to combat the pandemic.

the study said: “the longer 
survival of SArS-coV-2 on the 
skin increases contact-transmis-
sion risk; however, hand hygiene 
can reduce this risk.” AFP

A man rides his skateboard past the deserted Lyon rue Merciere during the first night of curfew in France. AFP

tens of thousands rally in France after teacher beheaded
teNS of thousands of people rallied 
in Paris and cities across France in 
solidarity with a teacher beheaded 
for showing pupils cartoons of the 
Prophet Mohammed, as President 
emmanuel Macron promised swift 
action against online extremism.

Demonstrators on the Place de la 
republique held aloft posters declar-
ing “No to totalitarianism of thought” 
and “I am a teacher” in memory of 
murdered colleague Samuel Paty.

“You do not scare us. We are not 
afraid. You will not divide us. We are 
France!” tweeted Prime Minister Jean 
castex, who joined the Paris demon-
stration on Sunday.

castex was joined by education 
Minister Jean-Michel blanquer, Paris 
mayor Anne Hidalgo and junior inte-
rior minister Marlene Schiappa.

Some in the crowd chanted “I am 
Samuel”, echoing the widespread “I am 
charlie” cry after Islamist gunmen 
killed 12 people at the Charlie Hebdo 
satirical magazine in 2015 for publish-

ing caricatures of the Islamic prophet.
between bursts of applause, others 

recited: “Freedom of expression, free-
dom to teach.”

the Charlie Hebdo attack in 2015 
unleashed a wave of Islamist violence 
and forced France into a national 
discussion about Islam’s place in a 
secular society.

After the magazine assault, some 
1.5 million people gathered on the 
same Place de la republique in sup-
port of freedom of expression.

on Sunday, President emmanuel 
Macron ordered swift and “concrete 
action” to counter radical Islamist 
propaganda online.

At a meeting with six ministers and 
anti-terror prosecutor Jean-Francois 
ricard, Macron said there would be 
“no respite for to those who organise 
to oppose the republic’s order”.

the presidency said action would 
be taken against anyone expressing 
support for the attack, without giving 
any further details on Sunday.

And authorities said from Monday, 
they would investigate the authors of 80 
messages of support for the attacker.

Ministers in France’s defence council 
also agreed to step up security at schools 
when they return after half term.

over the weekend thousands ral-
lied in cities across France, with hun-
dreds of people marching in Nice on 
the south coast, where in July 2016 a 
man killed 86 people when he 
rammed a truck into a crowd.

Paty was murdered on his way 
home from the school where he 
taught in a suburb northwest of Par-
is on Friday afternoon.

A photo of the teacher and a message 
confessing to his murder was found on 
the mobile phone of his killer, 18-year-
old chechen Abdullakh Anzorov, who 
was shot dead by police.

Witnesses said the suspect was 
spotted at the school on Friday ask-
ing pupils where he could find Paty.

on Saturday, anti-terror prosecutor 
ricard said the teacher had been the 

target of online threats for showing 
the cartoons to his civics class.

Depictions of the prophet are wide-
ly regarded as taboo in Islam.

the father of one schoolgirl had 
launched an online call for “mobi-
lisation” against the teacher and 
had sought his dismissal from the 
school.

the parent had named Paty and 
given the school’s address in a social 
media post just days before the 
assault, which Macron labelled an 
Islamist terror attack.

the father and a known Islamist 
militant who was involved in his 
campaign against Paty are among 
those arrested, along with four mem-
bers of Anzorov’s family.

An 11th person was taken into cus-
tody on Sunday, a judicial source 
said, without providing details.

ricard did not say if the assailant 
had any links to the school or had 
acted independently in response to 
the online campaign.

the russian embassy in Paris said 
Anzorov’s family arrived in France 
from chechnya when he was six to 
seek asylum.

Locals in the Normandy town of 
evreux where the attacker lived 
described him as low key, saying he 
got into fights as a child but had 
calmed down as he became increas-
ingly religious in recent years.

Friday’s attack was the second of its 
kind since a trial started last month 
over the Charlie Hebdo killings.

the magazine republished the con-
troversial cartoons in the run-up to 
the trial, and last month a young 
Pakistani man wounded two people 
with a meat cleaver outside Charlie 
Hebdo’s former office.

Kamel Kabtane, rector of the 
mosque of Lyon and a senior Muslim 
figure, told AFP on Sunday that Paty 
was merely been “doing his job” and 
had been “respectful” in doing so.

A national tribute is to be held for 
Paty on Wednesday. AFP



Oxford University 
picks Thailand as 
Covid-19 vaccine 
production base

OxfOrd University has cho-
sen Thailand as a production 
base to deliver the Covid-19 

vaccine to the ASEAN market.
On Sunday, deputy government 

spokeswoman Traisuree Taisa-
ranakul said that the government 
had arranged a credit line from 
the one trillion baht ($32 bil-
lion) allocated for public health. 
Approximately 40 billion baht has 
been allocated in the 2021 fiscal 
budget to cope with the Covid-19 
pandemic, including the procure-
ment and production of vaccines.

recently, deputy Prime Minis-
ter and Minister of Public Health 
Anutin Charnvirakul signed a letter 
of intent for the production and 
allocation of a research vaccine 
against Covid-19 with the University 
of Oxford. The vaccine developed by 
the university will use Thailand as 
a production base for the ASEAN 
region.

Traisuree said: “The vaccine 
production of Oxford University is 
in constant development and has 
made great progress, with human 
tests being conducted.”

Thailand health officials and 
Oxford will use Siam Bioscience 
Co Ltd factory for manufacturing 
the vaccine in cooperation with 
corporate giant SCG.

Siam Bioscience and Oxford 
University have a long-standing 
partnership in research and in-
novation. THE NATION (THAILAND)/ASIA NEWS 

NETWORK
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eXPerIMeNtS in the Philip-
pines have shown evidence that 
virgin coconut oil may defeat 
the new coronavirus disease 
(covid-19).

Science Secretary Fortunato 
de la Pena said in a statement: 
“there are still alternative so-
lutions against covid-19 aside 
from vaccines.

“Although further investiga-
tion is needed before we de-
velop a possible prevention or 
treatment option, we aim to give 
Filipinos hope through our on-
going local research initiatives.”

After six months of experi-
ments, results showed that 
compounds from coconut oil 
and virgin coconut oil, or Vco, 
a readily available commodity 
in the Philippines, decreased 
coronavirus count by 60 to 90 
per cent at low viral load.

researchers also discovered 
that the compounds were ob-
served to improve cell survival.

More experiments, however, 
are needed to determine wheth-
er higher concentrations of these 

compounds will further reduce 
the replication rate of the virus.

Dr Jaime Montoya, execu-
tive director of the Philippine 
council for Health research 
and Development said: “the 
results are very promising, as 
not only does it show that Vco, 
by itself, can destroy the virus, 
but it also has a key mecha-
nism in regulating the immune 
response against covid-19.

“Indeed, we look forward to 
the results of clinical trials on 
the various uses of Vco as an 
adjunct for the treatment of 
covid-19.”

Funded by the Department 
of Science and technology, 
the research led by Ateneo de 
Manila University’s Dr Fabian 
Dayrit sought to investigate if 
coconut oil compounds are 
effective antiviral agents to 
prevent or reduce covid-19 
infections, following reports 
of previous research that Vco 
compounds were effective at 
killing other viruses. PHILIPPINE 

DAILY INQUIRER/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

‘Virgin coconut oil may 
help in mild virus cases’

Koica extends aid to Laos’ UXo victims
tHe Korea International co-
operation Agency (Koica) is 
rolling out the second phase 
of a project at a cost of $2.5 
million to help victims of 
UXo-related accidents in 
Laos’ Xieng Khuang and Hua-
phan provinces. 

Last year, the Korean agen-
cy provided $5.5 million for 
the second phase of a UXo 
project in Laos running from 
2019-2022.

the project is taking place in 
line with the terms spelled out 
in a document signed by the 
National regulatory Author-
ity for the UXo/Mine Action 
Sector in the Lao PDr (NrA) 
under the Ministry of Labour 
and Social Welfare, Koica, and 
the United Nations Develop-
ment Programme (UNDP).

Koica is providing its contri-
bution in two packages, with 
$3 million being used for the 
institutional strengthening of 
the NrA, through the UNDP.

the other part of the second 
phase of the project, with fund-
ing of $2.5 million, will focus on 
the victims of UXo explosions. 
bilateral cooperation between 
Koica and the NrA, with a fo-
cus on helping UXo victims, 
is underway in Xieng Khuang 
and Huaphan provinces. 

Implementation of the plan 
was reported on during a field 
visit last week by officials 
from NrA, Koica and UNDP 
to Xieng Khuang province.

the field visit was led by the 
NrA office’s director-general 
chomyaeng Phengthongsawat, 
Deputy resident representa-
tive of the Koica office in Laos 

Sangjun Kim, and Deputy resi-
dent representative of UNDP 
in Laos catherine Puong.

During the visit they met a 
woman who had lost her leg in 
a UXo-related accident that oc-
curred in 2014 in Nadi village, 
Paek district. the project lead-
ers took stock of the assistance 
provided to the woman and 
others who had been injured 
through Koica assistance.

Kim said Koica had been sup-
porting the UXo project since 
2016 and the initiative was 
now in its second phase with 
funding of $5.5 million. of that 
amount, $2.5 million has been 
allocated for victim assistance.

“We are preparing to imple-
ment activities in relation to 

UXo victim assistance and 
will assess their actual needs.

“the assistance provided 
to UXo victims in the second 
phase of the project will not be 
different from the first phase, 
under which financial support 
was provided to those who 
suffered injuries. the Qual-
ity of Life Association is doing 
this work now and is also pro-
viding medical support.

“We hope that more UXo 
victims will benefit from our 
support,” he said.

bounheuang Soulixay, di-
rector of the Labour and So-
cial Welfare Department in 
Xieng Khuang province, said 
1,824 people in the province 
had been disabled in UXo ac-

cidents, most of whom were 
heads of families and chil-
dren. In Xieng Khuang, an 
estimated 20,000 people have 
survived out of more than 
50,000 who were killed or in-
jured between 1964 and 2008.

based on data recorded in 
the NrA Dashboard, Xieng 
Khuang has recorded the high-
est rate of UXo accidents in 
Laos, with 206 accidents occur-
ring between 2008 and 2018, 
resulting in 292 casualties.

this has inflicted immea-
surable psychological strain 
on families and communities, 
while also creating urgent 
medical needs for those who 
survive accidents. VIENTIANE 

TIMES/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Xieng Khuang province has recorded the highest rate of UXO accidents in Laos, with 206 accidents occurring 
between 2008 and 2018, resulting in 292 casualties. AFP

VCO cut coronavirus count by 60 to 90 per cent at low viral load. PIXABAY

Manila beefs up train capacity
M

etro Manila’s three 
elevated rail transports 
and Philippine Nation-
al railways (PNr) are 

expanding capacity beginning on 
Monday to carry more commuters 
as the country tries to rise from eco-
nomic slump due to the coronavirus 
pandemic, the Department of trans-
portation (Dotr) said on Sunday.

the government will also allow 
motorcycles to run as taxis to give 
commuters another public trans-
port option, Interior Secretary edu-
ardo Ano said.

Metro rail transit Line 3 (Mrt 3) 
and Light rail transit Lines 1 and 2 
and PNr are running at 30 per cent 
capacity from Monday before gradu-
ally expanding their passenger load 
to 50 per cent, the Dotr said.

the four rail services have been 
operating at 13 per cent to 18 per 
cent capacity since the easing of a 
hard lockdown in June.

the capacity boost, with the imple-
mentation of the one-seat-apart rule, 
will allow a maximum of 372 passen-
gers per train on Mrt 3, 370 on Lrt 
1, 486 on Lrt 2, and from 179 to 302 
on PNr’s ground-level trains.

Guidelines issued last week by the 
Land transportation Franchising and 
regulatory board require passengers 
to sit one seat apart from each other 
on all public utility vehicles. they 
may sit side by side, however, if there 
are plastic barriers separating them.

Marshals are deployed to train sta-
tions and aboard trains to make sure 
passengers observe the minimum 
health standards – wearing masks 
and face shields, do not eat or talk to 

each other or on cell phones – and 
the social distancing rule.

the marshals also check if public 
transports are well ventilated and 
see to it that people with covid-19 
symptoms are not allowed aboard.

In a radio interview on Sunday, 
Ano said a resolution had been sub-
mitted to congress to allow trial runs 
for motorcycle taxis pending the is-
suance of franchises to operators 
during the pandemic.

Ano said the reopening of 75 per 
cent to 100 per cent of businesses 
would have 400,000 workers more 
fighting for space on public trans-
ports, and motorcycle taxis could be 
an option for them.

“they would be a big help,” Ano said.
He said motorcycle taxis would be 

allowed on the road as long as they 
have the prescribed barrier between 
drivers and passengers and passen-
gers wore crash helmets.

Ano encouraged commuters who 
would use motorcycle taxis to bring 
their own crash helmets, stressing 
that it was not a requirement but just 
a suggestion to protect passengers 
from coronavirus transmission.

commenting on the one-seat-
apart rule, Ano said this eased mea-
sure would be recalled if the country 
was hit by another wave of infections, 
and that stringent rules for public 
transport would be reimposed.

In a television interview on Sun-
day, restituto Padilla Jr, spokes-
person for the National task Force 
Against covid-19, said travel passes 
were no longer required for move-
ment between areas under the same 
quarantine classification.

For “interzonal” travel, he said, lo-
cal governments would set the rules.

Padilla also said Filipinos were 
now allowed to travel overseas pro-
vided they signed a waiver stating 
that they were aware of the risks to 
their health, could submit other re-
quirements, and willing to be sub-
ject to health restrictions in their 
destination countries. PHILIPPINE DAILY 

INQUIRER/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Metro Rail Transit Line 3 (MRT 3) and Light Rail Transit Lines 1 and 2 and PNR are running at 30 per cent capacity from Monday 
before gradually expanding their passenger load to 50 per cent. PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER
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t
He UN’s food agency was 
born in the wake of catastro-
phe. three quarters of a cen-
tury later, its mission has been 

made more relevant to the world at 
large by another global scourge.

I won’t deny it – when I took over as 
director-general of the Food and Agri-
culture organisation of the UN (FAo) 
last year, I could barely contain my 
emotion. FAo’s foundation, after all, 
had preceded – if only by a matter of 
days – that of the UN itself. that I, 
born into a chinese peasant family, 
would come to lead such a venerable 
institution was awe-inspiring enough. 

What I did not expect was that a 
short while into my tenure, the world 
would be confronted with a challenge 
on a scale not seen since the end of 
World War II. the covid-19 pandemic 
has not only taken a toll on human 
lives and health, it also threatens the 
livelihoods of hundreds of millions of 
people across the world. Food securi-
ty, until recently a rather foreign con-
cept to many living in well-to-do 
countries, would suddenly grab news 
headlines around the globe and claim 
the agenda at many high-level events.

Let’s return to 1945, the year FAo 
was founded – a third of the victims 
of World War II had died of malnutri-
tion and associated diseases. Fam-
ines had decimated populations over 
the previous decades. So, nations 
came together, and FAo was estab-
lished on october 16, 1945. Its found-
ers invested in the new institution 
the world’s aspiration – to help the 
world rebuild and expand agricul-
ture, and to end hunger forever.

today’s crisis may be less tangibly 
apocalyptic. but the numbers are no 
less staggering. even before covid-19 
hit, nearly 700 million people were 
undernourished. the economic dis-
ruption linked to the pandemic may 
add another 130 million or so to these.

In the early days of the pandemic, 
when shelves went empty; when 
fruit-pickers went missing; when 
markets fell silent, we realised that 
we were taking these services, and 
the people that provide them, for 
granted. the moral imperative to 
feed the world – safely, durably, with 
dignity for all – is as urgent now as it 
was after the war.

I am aware, as I write these lines, 
that the analogy with 1945 can only 
get us so far. back then, the crisis was 
one of production. FAo’s first years 
were largely focused on expanding 
the output of farms, boosting yields, 

supporting mechanisation and irri-
gation schemes.

over subsequent decades, this 
vision became immensely more 
complex, enriched with environmen-
tal and sustainability concerns. A 
more holistic understanding of 
development set in. Until the mid 
2010s, the world was making impres-
sive progress in reducing hunger. but 
it has since been rising again. con-

flict and extreme weather patterns 
are to blame, at least in part.

What we now need is smart, system-
ic action to get the food to those who 
need it and improve it for those who 
have it. Action to prevent crops from 
rotting in the field, for lack of efficient 
supply chains. Action to enhance the 
use of digital tools and artificial intelli-
gence, so as to predict threats to har-
vest, automatically trigger crop insur-
ance and cut climate risk. Action to 
rescue biodiversity from relentless 
erosion. Action to turn cities into the 

farms of tomorrow. Action by govern-
ments to implement policies that 
make healthy diets more accessible. 
Action by agencies like mine to turn to 
think-tanks and action-tanks rolled 
into one, linking up with the research 
community and the private sector to 
unleash the power of innovation. 

So at 75, FAo is far from thinking of 
riding off into the sunset. We are not 
day-dreaming either. covid-19 has 

made it abundantly clear that our mis-
sion is as relevant as when our found-
ers created FAo in 1945. cataclysms 
spur renewal. the pandemic has 
reminded everyone that food security 
and nutritious diets matter to all.

this is why FAo is today embarking 
on the next chapter in its story with a 
renewed sense of purpose. on the 
structural side, a flatter leadership 
structure and a modular approach 
allow for a more rapid reaction when 
crises hit.

A comprehensive and holistic cov-

id-19 response and recovery Pro-
gramme proactively and sustainably 
addresses the socio-economic 
impacts of the pandemic, mitigating 
the immediate pressures, while 
strengthening the long-term resil-
ience of food systems and livelihoods.

our Hand-in-Hand matchmaking 
initiative accelerates agricultural 
transformation and sustainable rural 
development in countries that have 
the highest rates of poverty and hun-
ger. It is supported by a geospatial 
platform designed as an open-source 
public good that is already aggregat-
ing vast amounts of food security 
data. the position of a chief scientist 
has been established to sharpen up 
knowledge generation and drive sci-
entific partnerships geared to the 
Sustainable Development Goals. the 
newly reformed FAo is more inclu-
sive, efficient and dynamic, focusing 
on what we have designated as the 
“Four betters”– better production, 
better nutrition, a better environ-
ment, a better life. 

We strongly believe that the future is 
made of such gestures – by ourselves, 
by our partners, by civil society. It 
takes vast numbers to achieve Zero 
Hunger. Indeed, it takes all of us.

The writer is the director-general of the UN 
Food and Agriculture Organisation .

opinion
Dr Qu Dongyu 

FAO: Renewed at 75, with a sense 
of purpose as relevant as ever

The moral imperative to feed the world – safely, durably, with dignity for all – is as urgent now as it was after the war. AFP

we strongly believe that the 
future is made of such 

gestures – by ourselves, by our 
partners, by civil society
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Around the NGOs

Hong Raksmey

G
roWING up in a poor 
family in the outskirts of 
Phnom Penh, chansang-
va “tin” Kouv encoun-

tered social barriers, financial diffi-
culties and frequent violence.

“In my childhood, I suffered physi-
cal abuse from my father almost ev-
ery day which gave me low self-es-
teem and resulted in me being scared 
to meet new people,” says tin.  

When she was six, tin dreamt of 
becoming a teacher for an NGo 
where she could help poor children 
receive a better education away from 
violence and live a life of equality. 

When she was 18, she started vol-
unteering with a partner organisa-
tion of Skateistan cambodia, an 
NGo which uses skateboarding as a 
bridge to empower and educate chil-
dren in need.

tin says when she joined 
Skateistan in 2012, there was noth-
ing else like it in the capital. 

but she was left wondering why 
more people weren’t joining, espe-
cially girls. She decided to practise 
in the hopes of one day being hired 
by the NGo as a coach. 

“I was lucky that Skateistan chose 
me to work with them. this was 
unexpected. I have become a real 
teacher, as I had dreamt of since I 
was six years old,” tin says. 

the road wasn’t easy, however, as 
she admits she fell off her skateboard 
frequently when she started and was 
looked down on because she is a girl. 

“I wanted them to stop looking down 
on me. I kept practising every day to get 
better even though my lip bled and I 
hurt my ankle. What they said hurt, but 
it inspired me to get better,” tin says. 

“Now I can skate better than them. 
I’m one of the best female skaters in 
cambodia and they look up to me.”

tin, 27, is now the general man-
ager at Skateistan cambodia and is 
in charge of the finance, human re-
sources and development/commu-
nications departments. 

She manages annual project plans 
and oversees the implementation of 
Skateistan cambodia’s annual core 

programmes – Skate and create, Youth 
Leadership, Dropping In and outreach. 
 
Born in Afghanistan

Skateistan was founded in 2008 by 
lifelong Australian skateboarder oli-
ver Percovich while he was living in 
Kabul, Afghanistan. 

Percovich was skating on the 
streets when he noticed that chil-
dren, especially kids working on the 
street, were fascinated by his skate-
board. Inspired by their interest, he 
started to run informal skate ses-
sions at an old out-of-use fountain. 

children from different ethnicities 
and economic backgrounds started 
showing up and Percovich realised 
that skateboarding could be used to 
unify and empower them. 

Skateistan was born from this idea 
and its first skate school opened in 
Kabul in 2009. 

In 2011 in cambodia, Pecquer was 
using a similar tactic, running skate-
board sessions for local children in 
the capital.

After learning about Skateistan, Pec-
quer contacted its head office in Ka-
bul. before long, Skateistan became a 
reality in cambodia and Pecquer was 
appointed country manager. 

tin was one of the earliest students 
to join the programme, which com-
bined skateboarding and education 
in a stress-free, fun environment.

tin says: “Skateboarding helps 
children feel confident, gain resil-
ience and learn to set and achieve 
goals. those are very important 
skills for the rest of their lives. 

“It’s also really important to have 
fun and we aim for every skate ses-
sion and every lesson to be fun for 
our students.”

Skating towards a better life
tin says the organisation offers 

four annual programmes aimed at 
introducing children to skateboard-
ing, teaching life skills and provid-
ing educational resources. 

“outreach, [which is] outside of 
[the] Skate Schools [programme], is 
a programme that brings Skateistan 
educators to children with limited 
resources. they introduce new com-

munities to skateboarding through 
creative activities and develop part-
nerships to connect young people 
and their families to important so-
cial services,” she says.

“the Skate and create programme 
helps students build life skills through 
a balance of social sports and struc-
tured learning. Skateistan’s educators 
lead activities to promote wellness, 
equality, creative expression and 
knowledge of natural sciences.

“the Dropping In programme pro-
vides learning spaces and resources 
where students can develop their as-
pirations and realise their potential.

“Motivated students are invited to 
join the Youth Leadership programme 
to become more involved in develop-
ing our community at Skateistan.”

Skateistan’s programmes are avail-
able to children between five and 17 
years old, regardless of their physi-
cal abilities or literacy levels.

It operates three skate schools in 
Afghanistan (in Kabul, Mazaar-e-
Sharif and bamyan), one in Phnom 
Penh and one in Johannesburg, 
South Africa.

tin says: “over 80 per cent of our 
students in cambodia are from low-
income families. our programmes 
are free,” says tin. 

At Skateistan, she says, children 
learn about the world and explore 
their place in it. 

“our lessons focus on how we can 
make the world a better place, from 
understanding the importance of 
community to exploring how we can 
protect the environment or make our 
cities safer. 

“We help children to feel confident 
enough to pursue their dreams, and 
we encourage them to dream as big 
as they like,” tin says. 

Skateistan focuses on groups that 
are often excluded from sport and ed-
ucational opportunities with a focus 
on girls, children with disabilities and 
children from low-income families.  
 
Paying it forward

Pisey, whose real name is with-
held, came to the NGo from a dif-
ficult family life. Violence was a 
common threat at home and in her 
community. 

She didn’t attend school and didn’t 
have any friends until she joined 
Skateistan. At the beginning, she 
was scared of the new environment. 

tin says: “over time, we worked 
closely with her to help her feel more 
confident. We never force a child to 
skate before they’re ready, so we sat 
with her in the skate sessions and ex-
plained what other children were do-
ing and how skateboarding works.”

She says Pisey is doing well now. 
She’s built up her confidence and 
made several friends at Skateistan. 
Pisey has also become a good skater 
and she spends time helping other 
children learn at the skate park. 

tin says: “We aim for 50 per 
cent girls’ participation in all pro-
grammes and we run specific, girls-
only sessions to ensure that they feel 
safe and encouraged. We employ 
female educators so that girls have 
role models to aspire to.” 

Sophea, 21, was a student before 
becoming an educator at Skateistan. 

When she started to skate, things start-
ed to change for her. She was inspired 
by her female educators and started to 
envision a different future for herself.

tin says: “Having completed the 
Youth Leadership programme, Sophea 
volunteered as a skate coach. Now she 
is a member of staff at the Skate School, 
helping other children like her set goals 
and work towards a better future.”

though skateboarding is known 
as a difficult sport, children with 
disabilities are encouraged to join 
as well.

“We run many programmes for 
children with disabilities and our 
staff members receive training in 
how to instruct children with dif-
ferent levels of abilities. over 25 per 
cent of our students in cambodia 
are disabled,” tin says. 

“We often work with other NGo 
partners who have expertise in run-
ning programmes for children with 
disabilities. there is no wrong or 
right way to skate, which makes it a 
very accessible sport. 

“We don’t mind if a child wants to 
sit on the board instead of standing 
on it. We are not trying to create the 
next generation of pro skateboard-
ers, we are trying to create a safe 
space where everyone is included. 

“And we provide safety gear for 
every student to make sure people 
feel safe in the skate park. All of our 
skate educators are trained in mak-
ing skateboarding as safe as possible 
and students learn about safety in 
the skate park before they try out a 
skateboard for the first time.”

A decade ago, tin says there were 
only a handful of male skaters around. 
Skateboarding in Phnom Penh at that 
time represented a new, unique sport 
with untapped potential. 

“these past few years, the number 
of skaters has increased. everyone is 
starting to learn about skateboarding, 
and especially Skateistan!” she says.

Skateistan relies entirely on do-
nations to run its programmes. It 
receives support from governments 
where it operates, foundations, 
companies and individuals who 
strive to empower children through 
skateboarding and education. 

Donations can be made at www.
skateistan.org, and the NGo can 
be reached on Instagram and Fa-
cebook. Skateistan cambodia’s 
headquarters are located in Factory 
Phnom Penh. 

bloody lips, sore 
ankles and life 
lessons for kids 
in need of boost

Chansangva ‘Tin’ Kouv was one of Skateistan Cambodia’s first students. Now she’s the general manager – and a great skater. supplied

Skateistan believes in the power of skateboarding to connect, empower and teach kids 
in a supportive environment where they are encouraged to dream big. supplied

Children from all walks of life are welcome at Skateistan. Its programmes are free and 
specialised mentoring is available for kids with disabilities. supplied



Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Avant-garde artist Jean
  4 Island in New York Harbor
  9 Humpty Dumpty-shaped
 14 Coffee alternative
 15 Should have said
 16 A dwindling number of
 17 “ ... and so forth,” briefly
 18 Part of the American dream
 20 “If you’re so smart, why ___ you 

rich?”
 22 Word with “open” or “seven”
 23 Byzantine treasures
 26 Private school-ish
 30 It closes at night
 32 Elm or Sesame
 34 23-Across, e.g.
 36 Measures of loudness
 38 Clearasil target
 39 “Tat-tat” intro
 41 Brownish purples
 43 Trumpet accessory 
 44 “The same as previously 

mentioned”
 45 Delight in the taste of
 47 Boy
 48 Auto safety device

 51 Sanaa native
 53 Crustacean with 14 legs
 55 Result of jumping the gun
 58 Picks up the check
 60 It can be a crowd?
 61 Camping tool
 67 “Now ___ heard everything!”
 68 Mature
 69 Fire-___ (carnival performer)
 70 252 wine gallons
 71 Oxlike antelope
 72 Wingtip-to-wingtip dimensions
 73 Agreeable reply
DOWN
  1 “Crack commando unit” of old TV
  2 Back, in front
  3 Front-runners
  4 Bottles returned for deposit
  5 Flower necklace
  6 Resinous secretion
  7 Calligrapher’s supply
  8 Causing sticker shock
  9 Kind of printing
 10 Triumphant letter
 11 Bristle on barley or rye
 12 Old-time gumshoe
 13 Before, long ago
 19 Spreads pitch on

 21 Thumbs-down
 24 Horse-hoof sound
 25 Skull cavity
 27 Baby conveyance
 28 Odd trait
 29 Female gossip
 31 Progressive decline
 33 Mounted a golf ball
 34 Oratorio highlight
 35 Half-diameters
 37 Discontinue, as relations
 40 Pulpit of a sort
 42 Vague quantity
 46 Snooze-takers and hammock-

users
 49 Add supplementary material
 50 Barnyard butter
 52 To the ___ degree
 54 The Van __ (Dick and Jerry)
 56 Songs-and-skits show
 57 Coming-of-age period
 59 Break off suddenly
 61 “Before,” if before
 62 Masseuse’s bottleful
 63 Bean counter, for short
 64 Author Kesey
 65 “Give ___ while longer”
 66 Swampy bog

“P SOUP” 

Monday’s solution

Monday’s solution
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Lifestyle

c
HrIS Skaife has one 
of the most impor-
tant jobs in britain. 
As Yeoman Warder 

ravenmaster at the tower of 
London, he is responsible for 
the country’s most famous 
birds.

According to legend firmly 
rooted in britain’s collective 
imagination, if all the ravens 
were to leave the tower, the 
kingdom would collapse and the 
country be plunged into chaos.

coronavirus lockdown re-
strictions saw tourist attractions 
across the country close their 
doors, including the imposing 
1,000-year-old royal fortress on 
the banks of the river thames.

that left Skaife with an un-
precedented challenge of how 
to entertain the celebrated 
avian residents, who suddenly 
found themselves with no one 
to play with – or rob food from.

It also raised fears the birds 
– known as the guardians of 
the tower – would fly away to 
try to find tasty morsels else-
where, and worse still, risk the 
legend coming to pass.

Royal decree
there are eight ravens in 

captivity in the tower of Lon-
don: Merlina, Poppy, erin, Ju-
bilee, rocky, Harris, Gripp and 
George.

A royal decree, purportedly is-
sued in the 17th century, stated 
there must be six on site at any 
one time but Skaife said he keeps 
two as “spares”, “just in case”.

they are free to roam the 
grounds but to prevent them 
from flying too far, their wings 

are trimmed back slightly.
back in March when lock-

down began, Skaife – who is in 
his 50s and a retired staff ser-
geant and former drum major 
in the Princess of Wales’s royal 
regiment – was furloughed.

but he still came to work to 
look after his majestic feath-
ered charges, rotating feed-
ing and caring duties with his 
three assistants.

“During that period of time, 
the ravens didn’t actually see 
anybody,” he told AFP.

“there were slight changes 
that I noticed. For instance, I had 
to keep them occupied without 
the public being there [and] there 
were less things for them to do.

“So I gave them enrichment 
toys that would help them en-
joy their day.”

With no people around, 
he put balloons, ladders and 
even mirrors in their cages to 
keep them entertained, and 
hid food around the tower 
grounds for them to find.

Slim pickings
breakfast time involves 

Skaife, in the distinctive black 
and red uniform of the “beef-
eaters”, distributing a meal of 
chicks and mice, which the ra-
vens cheerfully devour.

Skaife’s favourite is Merlina, 
he reveals with a smile.

She has become an internet 
favourite from his frequent 
posts and videos of her on 
his Instagram and twitter ac-
counts, which have more than 
120,000 followers.

once feeding time is over, he 
opens the cages on the south 

lawn to allow them to stretch 
their wings.

the tower reopened its 
doors on July 10 but the pan-
demic has had a devastating 
effect on visitor numbers.

Some 60,000 people visited 
the tower every week in octo-
ber 2019 but it is now only 6,000, 
according to Historic royal Pal-
aces, which manages the site.

During the three-month 
national lockdown, Skaife 
said the ravens were given 
more freedom to explore oth-
er parts of the tower.

but to be doubly sure they 
didn’t fly off completely, their 
wings were clipped back further.

Caged confinement
the birds are now kept in 

their cages more often to make 
sure they eat enough, as there 
are slim pickings from the 
tower’s rubbish bins because 
of the reduced footfall.

“I don’t particularly like do-
ing it,” said Skaife.

He says the ravens may be 
kept in cages but the tower is 
their real home.

“So, I would never want to 
keep a raven in an enclosure.”

Now, as life returns to a sem-
blance of normality, the ra-
vens are re-adapting to seeing 
more humans again and their 
old routine.

Skaife has looked after the ra-
vens for the last 14 years, tend-
ing to their needs out of clear 
affection but also out of a sense 
of historic and patriotic duty.

“of course, we don’t want 
the legend to come true,” he 
said. AFP

tower of London birds 
getting back to normal

Chris Skaife has been looking after the Tower of London’s ravens for the past 14 years. AFP

During lockdown, Skaife continued caring for the ravens despite being furloughed. AFP
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G
erArD Pique called for 
changes from top to bot-
tom but 65 days have 
passed since the humila-

tion by bayern Munich and barcelo-
na’s recovery looks far from complete. 

eight of the team that started the 
humiliation in Lisbon remain, despite 
Pique saying nobody should be safe. 

the club’s president, Josep Ma-
ria bartomeu remains too, despite 
more than 16,000 members signing 
a petition to get rid of him. 

Luis Suarez was pushed out, eventu-
ally to Atletico Madrid, and ronald Koe-
man replaced Quique Setien as coach 
in what were the most significant shifts 
in a supposedly revolutionary summer. 

but Koeman was never going to be 
an appointment that instantly won 
over the players while Suarez’s exit 
left Lionel Messi seething, another 
chance duly taken to criticise bar-
tomeu and the board. 

“It’s normal for a player to be a bit 
sad when a friend of his leaves after 
the years they had together but it’s 
part of football,” said Koeman.

Messi said last season barcelona were 
not good enough to win the champi-
ons League and he was proven right, 
their 8-2 humbling at the hands of 
bayern laying bare the chasm in class 
between the soon-to-be-champions 
and a team that have only once gone 
past the quarter-finals since 2015. 

And as barca get set to go again, their 
latest european tilt beginning against 
Hungary’s Ferencvaros on tuesday, the 
worry will be there is little to suggest 
they are any better this time around.

their biggest summer signing, 
Miralem Pjanic, was the result of an 
economic operation aimed at bal-
ancing the books and whether he 
will be a significant upgrade on Ar-
thur Melo, who went the other way 
to Juventus, is open to question. 

‘Trying to change the team’
Pedri, signed from Las Palmas in a 

deal agreed last year, has been one 
of the bright sparks in barca’s open-
ing month, the attacking midfielder 
particularly impressive in the 1-0 
defeat by Getafe on Saturday. 

but he is 17 and, like the 20-year-
old Francisco trincao, is not expect-
ed to transform this team now. 

Sergino Dest, the latest arrival 
from Ajax, is 19, although he can ex-
pect to feature more regularly to fill 
the void at right-back. 

“the club is trying to change the 
team,” said Koeman. “there are very 
young players who will get chances.”

barcelona could not afford Lauta-
ro Martinez of Inter Milan or Mem-
phis Depay at Lyon, leaving Koeman 
with a squad that is neither the one 
he wanted nor planned for.

Yet his job is still somehow to get bar-
ca competing again with europe’s elite. 

He will be tasked with making up 
the gap not only on bayern and Par-
is Saint-Germain but also the likes 
of Manchester city, who spent 160 
million euros in the transfer window, 
and Liverpool, who added thiago 
Alcantara, once of barcelona’s youth 
teams and now arguably the finest 
midfield playmaker in the world.

And all the while, the uncertain fu-
ture of Messi lingers, with every disap-
pointment increasing the possibility of 
him talking to other clubs in January. 

Few could criticise Messi’s perfor-
mances since his attempt to leave 
in the summer but his one penalty 
scored in barcelona’s four opening 

matches this season is certainly not 
peak form for the Argentinian. 

the best chance of him staying is argu-
ably if Koeman leaves, given the Dutch-
man’s departure would likely mean there 
had been a change of president. 

bartomeu is due to face a vote of no 
confidence in the next few weeks af-

ter the successful petition submitted 
by club members, which means the 
stability of the club’s president, coach 
and captain are all still up in the air.

two and a half months on from 
the loss to bayern, a new champi-
ons League offers barcelona hope 
but few guarantees. afp

LIVerPooL’S Premier League 
title defence was rocked on Sun-
day when the club confirmed 
key defender Virgil van Dijk has 
suffered knee ligament dam-
age amid reports the Dutchman 
could miss the rest of the season.

Van Dijk, who will require 
surgery, hobbled off after a 
shocking challenge from ever-
ton goalkeeper Jordan Pickford 
in a 2-2 draw in the Merseyside 
derby on Saturday.

“the centre-back damaged 
knee ligaments following an 
incident involving blues goal-
keeper Jordan Pickford after 
six minutes at Goodison Park,” 
Liverpool said in a statement.

“Van Dijk was required to be 
substituted and further assess-
ment on the injury has revealed 
an operation will be needed.

“No specific timescale is be-
ing placed upon his return to 
action at this stage.”

It will at the very least be 
months before Liverpool’s tal-
ismanic presence at the back 
returns, leaving Jurgen Klopp 
with a major problem to solve to 
keep the reds’ season on track.

the Netherlands captain is 
also at risk of missing the de-
layed euro 2020 next June.

Van Dijk struck an upbeat 
note in a statement released on 
social media, saying: “I’m now 
fully focused on my recovery 
and will do everything I can to 
be back as quickly as possible.

“Despite the obvious disap-
pointment, I’m a firm believer 
that within difficulty lies op-

portunity,” he continued, add-
ing: “I’m going to make sure I 
return better, fitter and stron-
ger than ever before.”

Liverpool’s top scorer Mo-
hamed Salah tweeted: “I wish 
you a speedy recovery big man.”

Van Dijk has been pivotal to 
Liverpool’s resurgence since 
making a then world record 
£75 million ($97 million) move 
for a defender from South-
ampton in January 2018.

the 29-year-old has started 
the last 94 league games to 
bring a defensive solidity that 
was lacking during Klopp’s 
first two years at Anfield.

Since then Liverpool won the 
champions League in 2019 and 
ended a 30-year wait to win the 
Premier League earlier this year.

“You look at it now and think 
can Liverpool win the league 
without Van Dijk there?” for-
mer Liverpool defender Jamie 
carragher told Sky Sports.

“every team that has aspira-
tions of winning the league has 
three or four players that if one 
of those players is missing, no 
matter how good your man-
ager is, how big your squad is, 
you can’t cover for them. they 
are that outstanding.”

With the summer transfer 
window only just closed, Klopp 
will have to wait until January 
to bolster his now threadbare 
options at centre-back.

Joel Matip and Joe Gomez 
have consistently struggled 
with injuries themselves. Mid-
fielder Fabinho could be draft-
ed into defence.

“I think they certainly have to 
go into the market in January. 
Not just because of Van Dijk’s in-
jury, Liverpool were weak in that 
area anyway,” added carragher.

there are parallels with the 
serious knee injury that Man-
chester city centre-back Ay-
meric Laporte suffered at the 

start of last season.
Without the Frenchman, 

city’s title defence imploded 
paving the way for Liverpool 
to win the title by 18 points.

the sidelining of Van Dijk is 
compounded by the absence 
of goalkeeper Alisson becker 
with a shoulder injury.

Without the brazilian, Klopp’s 
men have conceded nine times 
in their last two matches, in-
cluding a 7-2 humiliation at 
Aston Villa.

the loss of Van Dijk’s domi-
nant aerial presence was ob-
vious as everton scored twice 
from headers to come from 
behind in a contentious derby 
at Goodison Park.

that left the reds three 
points behind their city rivals 
at the top of the table.

but they remain ahead of the 
rest of the expected title chal-
lengers with none of the Pre-
mier League’s ‘big six’ enjoying 
a perfect start to the season.

Van Dijk’s absence is also a 
bodyblow to Liverpool’s cham-
pions League aspirations.

their campaign begins away 
to Ajax on Wednesday and re-
cent arrival thiago Alcantara is 
also an injury doubt for the trip 
to Amsterdam.

Klopp was not happy with 
another reckless everton chal-
lenge that earned richarlison a 
straight red card for taking out 
the Spanish international.

thiago was able to complete 
the game, but will have scans 
to check for injury. afp

ALeX rins held off compatriot 
Alex Marquez to win the Aragon 
MotoGP on Sunday with anoth-
er Spaniard Joan Mir finishing 
third to take the championship 
lead from Fabio Quartararo.

Suzuki’s rins became the 
eighth winner in this season’s 
10 races as the vacuum cre-
ated by the early season injury 
to reigning champion Marc 
Marquez has created a volatile 
and unpredictable title race. 

this is the third victory for 
the 24-year-old rins who won 
twice last year but was injured 
at the beginning of this season. 

He sliced through the field 
after starting 10th on the grid.

“I had a very good start,” he 
said.

the other Suzuki factory 
rider Mir takes over the cham-
pionship lead even though he 
has not won a MotoGP race. 

He has 121 points in the 

championship ahead of Quar-
tararo (115), Spaniard Maver-
ick Vinales (109) and Italian 
Andrea Dovizioso (106).

“I’m trying to be as consis-
tent as I can,” Mir said. “I’m 
happy to be on the podium.”

Frenchman Quartararo, who 
started from pole, struggled and 
finished down in 18th place.

one of the riders attempting 
to fill the void left by Marquez 
is his younger brother and 
Honda teammate Alex Mar-
quez who, after a slow start to 
his rookie season, has finished 
second in two straight races.

“It’s a pleasure to be on po-
dium with a second second 
place,” said Marquez. “Next 
week we will try harder.”

Six-time champion Marc 
Marquez was overjoyed.

“I am the brother of Alex 
Marquez,” he tweeted in 
Spanish. afp

New year offers 
fresh start for a 
troubled barca

Liverpool rocked by loss of Van Dijk Spaniard rins wins 
the Aragon MotoGP

Lionel Messi and gang hope to bounce back from a disappointing Champions League many described as ‘humiliating’. afp

Suzuki’s Rins became the eighth winner in this season’s 10 races. afp

Liverpool key defender Virgil van Dijk could miss rest of the season. afp 
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toM brady won the battle of the Su-
per bowl-winning quarterbacks on 
Sunday, outduelling Aaron rodgers 
as the tampa bay buccaneers 
routed the previously un-
beaten Green bay Packers 
38-10.

brady completed 17 
of 27 passes for 166 
yards and two scores, 
and ronald Jones 
rushed for 113 yards 
and two touchdowns 
as the buccaneers 

handed the Packers their first loss 
of the season.

brady’s sidekick rob Gronkowski 
also got into the act as the dy-

namic duo connected for 
their 91st career touch-

down pass, as the bucs 
improved to 4-2 on 
the NFL season.

the 12-yard score 
with 62 seconds left 
in the second quar-

ter capped a 28-point 
second quarter that set 

the tone for the rest 
of the contest 

at raymond 
James Stadium 
in tampa, 
Florida. 

“He played 
great today. 
We got to try 
and keep 
getting him 

and the tight 
ends the ball,” said 
brady of Gronkowski.

Si x - t i m e - Su p e r 
bowl champion bra-
dy joined the buc-
caneers this season 
after spending two 
decades with the 
New england Pa-
triots.

rodgers fin-
ished 16 of 35 for 

160 yards with two interceptions.
“I think we needed kind of a kick in 

the ass,” said rodgers. “We needed 
a little bit of a wake-up call at some 
point this season because things 
have been so good.” 

elsewhere, Derrick Henry’s five-
yard overtime touchdown run kept 
the tennessee titans unbeaten, 
while the Pittsburgh Steelers routed 
cleveland to join them at 5-0.

ryan tannehill threw for 364 yards 
and four touchdowns, and Henry 
ran 22 times for 212 yards and two 
touchdowns to lead tennessee over 
Houston 42-36, while the Steelers 
ripped cleveland 38-7.

the titans improved to 5-0, 
matching their 2008 start for the 
best in club history, while the texans 
sunk to 1-5.

‘It was wild’ 
Houston’s Deshaun Watson com-

pleted 28 of 37 passes for 335 yards 
and four touchdowns, including a 
one-yarder to brandin cooks that 
gave the texans a 36-29 edge with 
1:50 to play.

tannehill marched the titans 76 
yards and hit AJ brown with a 7-yard 
touchdown pass with four seconds 
remaining in regulation to lift ten-
nessee level.

“It was wild,” tannehill said. 
“Started out strong, had a lull in the 
third and fourth quarters. We just 
kept believing, kept fighting, and 

had the confidence to get it done.”
tannehill drove the titans 82 

yards in six plays in overtime to set 
up Henry’s winning run.

“He’s unbelievable,” tannehill said 
of Henry. “every week he does the 
same thing. He’s out here grinding 
for us. He was great.”

ben roethlisberger completed 
14 of 22 passes for 162 yards and a 
touchdown, and James conner ran 
20 times for 101 yards and a touch-
down to lead the Steelers, who are 
5-0 for the first time since 1978.

Pittsburgh jumped ahead 24-0 
thanks to a 33-yard Minkah Fitzpat-
rick interception return touchdown, 
roethlisberger’s 28-yard touchdown 
pass to James Washington, conner’s 
three-yard touchdown run and a 35-
yard chris boswell field goal.

cleveland’s baker Mayfield threw a 
13-yard touchdown pass to rashard 
Higgins in the second quarter, but 
chase claypool scored on a three-yard 
run in the third and benny Snell added 
a one-yard touchdown run in the fourth 
for the Steelers to seal the victory.

the NFL’s two other undefeated 
teams, Seattle (5-0) has a bye week.

No new positive covid-19 tests 
were reported on Sunday, allowing 
all games to be played as sched-
uled after a week that saw disrupted 
practices for multiple teams with at 
least one positive test.

Denver’s brandon McManus 
kicked five field goals to lift the 

broncos over host New england 18-
12, the Patriots falling to 2-3, their 
worst five-game start since 2002.

baltimore’s Lamar Jackson threw for 
186 yards and a touchdown and ran 
for 108 yards and another score as the 
ravens won 30-28 at Philadelphia.

eagles star carson Wentz threw for 
two touchdowns and ran one yard 
for another with 1:55 remaining but 
was stopped on a two-point conver-
sion attempt, and the ravens (5-1) 
ran out the clock.

Ryan powers Falcons win 
Matt ryan threw for 371 yards and 

four touchdowns to lead the Atlanta 
Falcons to their first victory, 40-23 at 
Minnesota, while Philip rivers threw 
for 371 yards and three touchdowns 
to power Indianapolis over visiting 
cincinnati 31-27.

Nick Foles threw for one touchdown 
and ran for another to lead chicago 
over host carolina 23-16, while De-
troit’s D’Andre Swift ran for 116 yards 
and two touchdowns to power the Li-
ons over Jacksonville 34-16.

the host New York Giants won 
their first game of the year 20-19 over 
Washington after the visitors went 
for a two-point conversion instead of 
a tying kick and misfired on a throw.

Giants receiver cJ board was im-
mobilised and carted off the field 
with a neck injury after being hit by 
Washington’s Deshazor everett in 
the third quarter. afp

brady outplays rodgers in battle of Super bowl Qbs

LA storms back to win the pennant
c

oDY bellinger belt-
ed a 400-foot go-
ahead home run and 
Mookie betts made 

another eye-popping catch 
as the Los Angeles Dodgers 
advanced to their third World 
Series in the last four years 
with a 4-3 game-seven win 
over the Atlanta braves.

bellinger blasted the even-
tual game-winning homer in 
the seventh inning and en-
rique Hernandez smacked 
a pinch-hit home run in the 
sixth on Sunday night as the 
Dodgers clawed their way 
back to win the final three 
games after being down 3-1 
in the series to the braves.

“I tried to stay within myself 
and I got a pitch I could get to,” 
said bellinger of his home run.

the Dodgers will take on 
the American League cham-
pion tampa bay rays, who 
won their own game seven on 
Saturday in San Diego, beat-
ing the Houston Astros 4-2.

the first game of the 2020 
World Series is on tuesday in 
Arlington, texas.

Los Angeles lost in the 2017 
World Series to the Houston 
Astros and in 2018 to the bos-
ton red Sox.

Just a few thousand fans were 
allowed into the 40,000 seat 
Arlington stadium because of 
the coronavirus pandemic, 
but what they witnessed was 
a back-and-forth classic end 
to the best-of-seven series 
between two of the premier 

teams in the National League.
the braves jumped out to 

2-0 and 3-2 leads but each 
time the Dodgers were able to 
counterpunch and level the 
score, including a rare pinch-
hit home run in the sixth by 
Hernandez that made it 3-3. 

Hernandez is just the sec-
ond player ever to hit a pinch 
hit homer in a game seven, 
joining chicago cubs troy 
o’Leary in the 2003 playoffs.

‘We got superstars’ 
the Dodgers are in the play-

offs for the eighth straight 
season and almost every bat-
ter in their lineup has World 
Series experience.

that’s why it was a huge 
surprise when their power 
game went missing early in 
the postseason. but they re-

discovered it in the NLcS by 
hitting more than a dozen 
home runs.

“there are not many holes, 
if any, in our team,” said Her-
nandez. “At the top of the [bat-
ting] order we got superstars, 
and then we got the hyenas 

at the bottom waiting for the 
leftovers. 

“We got a hell of a rotation, 
a great bullpen, and we got a 
great leader. 

“I am just really happy to be 
going back to the World Series. 
I didn’t think it would be this 
hard to get there, but we are.”

In the fifth inning, betts 
made a leaping catch at the 
wall to steal a home run away 
from the braves batter Fred-
die Freeman. It was the third 
straight game outfielder betts 
made a clutch defensive play 
against the braves.

outfielder bellinger not 
only hit the home run that 
gave Los Angeles the lead for 
the first time in game seven, 
but he snagged the final out 
when Dodgers reliever Julio 
Urias got braves batter Austin 
riley to fly out to center field.

Dodgers starting pitcher 
Dustin May lasted just one in-
ning, allowing one hit, walk-
ing two and giving up a run. 
He had plenty of support as 
the Urias and three other re-
lievers allowed just two runs.

braves rookie sensation Ian 
Anderson started and pitched 
three solid innings, surrendering 
five hits and two runs. He walked 
two and struck out two batters.

Anderson gave up a two-
run single to Will Smith in the 
third inning that scored Justin 
turner and Max Muncy. It was 
the first run the braves young 
pitcher had given up in the 
2020 postseason. afp

Cody Bellinger (right) is congratulated after hitting the game-winning home run to send the Dodgers to the World Series. afp

Tom Brady outduelled  
Aaron Rodgers as 
Tampa Bay routed the 
previously unbeaten 
Green Bay Packers 
38-10. afp
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