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May Kunmakara

P
RIME Minister Hun Sen has 
called on banks and microfi-
nance institutions (MFIs) to 
be more understanding in 

restructuring loans, easing interest 
rates or delaying repayments to cus-
tomers affected by the recent floods.

He was speaking to victims in 
flood-stricken Mongkol Borei district 
in northwestern Banteay Meanchey 
province on Wednesday on a visit 
to offer aid to the more than 10,000 

families facing hardships following 
the devastating deluges.

“I’d like to implore banks and MFIs 
to be more lenient with debt – delay 
repayments, cut down interest rates, 
do something – concerning those 
who have lost their income due to 
Covid-19, such as workers whose 
factories have shuttered.

“Be more sympathetic to those who 
are suffering in localities hit especially 
hard by floods – ease repayment sched-
ules; delay repayments at lower interest 
rates in these times of hardship.

“I am confident that banks and 
MFIs understand this – these trag-
edies have and are inflicting pain on 
our people,” Hun Sen said.

On the same day, the National Bank 
of Cambodia (NBC) echoed the prime 
minister’s plea for the Kingdom’s 
lenders to continue to cooperate and 
take into consideration the borrowers 
most affected by the floods.

The NBC reiterated its call for banks 
and financial institutions to reduce 
loan-related fees, restructure loans, 
waive penalties, and pause foreclosure 

and repossession action during Covid-
19 to ease the burden on borrowers.

Acleda Bank Plc president and 
group managing director In Channy 
told The Post on Wednesday that his 
bank was ready to do its part to help 
customers affected by the floods.

He noted that Acleda has been de-
veloping and implementing its flood 
strategy for more than 21 years.

“Our bank is on board with the 
government’s appeal. It provides

Nearly 500K 
newborns 
die due to  
air pollution
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to assist flooding victims
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AIR pollution killed 476,000 new-
borns last year, with the biggest 
hotspots in India and Sub-Saharan 
Africa, according to a new global 
study which said nearly two-thirds 
of the deaths came from noxious 
fumes from cooking fuels.

More than 116,000 Indian infants 
died from air pollution in the first 
month of life, and the correspond-
ing figure was 236,000 in Sub-Sa-
haran Africa, according to the State 
of Global Air 2020.

The estimates were produced by 
the US-based Health Effects Insti-
tute and the Institute for Health 
Metrics and Evaluation’s Global 
Burden of Disease project.

The authors wrote they relied on 
a growing body of evidence linking 
mothers’ exposures during preg-
nancy to air pollution with the 
increased risk of their infants being 
born too small (low birth weight) 
or too early (preterm birth).

These conditions are associated 
with serious complications and 
already account for the vast majority 
of neonatal deaths in both regions. 

The new analysis estimated what 
percentage of those deaths came from 
ambient and household air pollution.

“An infant’s health is critical to the 
future of every society, and this new-
est evidence suggests an especially 
high risk for infants born in South 
Asia and Sub-Saharan Africa,” said 
HEI president Dan Greenbaum.

“Although there has been slow and 
steady reduction in household reli-
ance on poor-quality fuels, the air 
pollution from these fuels continues 
to be a key factor in the deaths of 
these youngest infants,” he added.

Overall, the report found that air 
pollution led to 6.7 million deaths 
worldwide last year, making it the 
fourth leading cause of death 
behind high blood pressure, 
tobacco use, and dietary risks.

The authors added that while the 
Covid-19 pandemic had led to sig-
nificant societal and personal 
costs, “many countries around the 
world have experienced blue skies 
and starry nights, often for the first 
time in many years” -- but these 
gains were short lived.

“Nonetheless, the blue skies have 
offered a reminder of what pollu-
tion takes away,” it said. aFP

long live the King
royalist supporters take part in a rally to show support for the thai royal establishment in su-ngai Kolok district in thailand’s southern province of narathiwat on Wednesday. AFP
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b Meanchey flood victims receive aid 
Khouth Sophak Chakrya

P
rIMe Minister Hun 
Sen on Wednesday 
provided aid to more 
than 10,000 families 

affected by flooding in banteay 
Meanchey province’s Mongkol 
borei district and offered his 
condolences to the 18 victims 
who drowned in the province 
over the past week. 

He said flooding had oc-
cured in Phnom Penh and 18 
provinces, claiming 34 lives. 

banteay Meanchey has the 
most deaths and 410,000 peo-
ple have been evacuated.

“I offer condolences to 
brothers and sisters whose 
family members died. this is 
the worst recorded disaster 
since 1979,” he said.

the prime minister said the 
devastating floods caused by 
climate change were not lim-
ited to cambodia. He said 
the situation in Vietnam is 
even worse as more than 100 
people, including soldiers, 
have reportedly drowned in 
the country.

He encouraged the army, 
police and citizens to do their 
best to help evacuate flood vic-
tims in times of emergency. 

“What we have to do first is 
evacuate residents to higher 

ground and provide food, 
medicines and other emer-
gency aid to victims,” he said.

Hun Sen said $7 million 
has already been donated for 
flood-related efforts.

For banteay Meanchey, the 
government, through the Na-
tional committee for Disas-

ter Management, provided 
$200,000 to victims. 

Hun Sen called on the peo-
ple to continue to follow hy-
gienic rules consistently to 
protect themselves from oth-
er diseases, including cholera, 
rashes, malaria, dengue fever, 
chikungunya, and covid-19.

banteay Meanchey pro-
vincial governor Um reatrey 
told The Post on Wednesday 
that as of Wednesday, water 
levels of the Mongkol borei 
and Sisophon rivers and 
various streams, especially 
the cambodia-thailand 
stream, continue to rise.  

Flooding in the prov-
ince affected 29,225 hous-
es, 64,372ha of rice crops, 
60,259ha of cassava, 989ha of 
cash crops, 186 schools, nine 
health centres, 60 pagodas, 
five commune halls, 535km 
of roads, 54 pump wells and 
inundated 34km of dams.

cJcc to host Japanese study exhibition

PM urges caution 
as Polish man tests 
positive for covid

Long Kimmarita

tHe cambodian-Japan cooperation cen-
tre (cJcc) will stage a two-day study exhi-
bition online from october 24-25 to pro-
vide information about undergraduate 
and post-graduate programmes in Japan. 

According to a Monday press release, 
students and parents interested in 
sending their children to study in Japan 
can attend on Zoom or watch the live 
broadcast on cJcc’s Facebook page. 

Participants will meet for in-person 
counselling with representatives from 
prestigious Japanese universities and 
other institutions. 

“this exhibition will be attended by 
prestigious universities in Japan and 

other institutions like the Study in Japan 
regional office in ASeAN. It will also be 
attended by the tokyo International Uni-
versity and the Kyoto University Interna-
tional Undergraduate Programme as 
well as the ritsumeikan Asia Pacific Uni-
versity including the Kumamoto Univer-
sity and the Japanese embassy in cam-
bodia,” according to the press release.

the programme was started in 2008 by 
cJcc with the support of cambodia’s 
Ministry of education, Youth and Sport. 

cJcc’s education and culture 
exchange Department deputy man-
ager Khun Vateysreyleak told The Post 
on Wednesday the schools will make 
presentations on such things as tuition 
fees and scholarships. 

She said scholarships will be granted 
to students based on their abilities and 
requirements. 

“the programme encourages cambo-
dian students to study in Japan,” she said.

Ministry spokesman ros Soveacha 
told The Post on Wednesday that sending 
cambodian students to study in Japan 
every year shows cooperation and pro-
motes education quality in cambodia. 

“this exhibition takes places with a 
focus on higher-level education and pro-
moting human capital.  It is a driving force 
in stimulating cambodia’s digital econo-
my through digital education,” he said.

From 1980 to 2019, he said the minis-
try has sent 1,258 cambodian students 
to Japan to pursue their studies.

Mom Kunthear

tHe Ministry of Health on 
Wednesday reported that a 
47-year-old Polish man tested 
positive for covid-19 after arriv-
ing in cambodia on Monday. 

there are a total of six cov-
id-19 patients currently in the 
country, all of whom are 
being treated at the Khmer-
Soviet Friendship Hospital in 
Phnom Penh.

In a press release, the minis-
try said the Polish traveller 
stayed temporarily at a hotel in 
Preah Sihanouk province after 
he arrived from South Korea. 

It said the man was travel-
ling with 53 other passengers 
on the flight. Several hotels in 
Phnom Penh are housing 27 
of the passengers for their 
14-day quarantine while the 

remaining 26 are being iso-
lated at the Air Force base. 

While visiting citizens affect-
ed by floods in banteay 
Meanchey province on Wednes-
day, Prime Minister Hun Sen 
called for people to continue to 
be vigilant against covid-19. 

“We have managed this situ-
ation well, but I still call on our 
people, no matter where they 
are, to follow the health min-
istry’s advice,” he said. 

He added that everyone has 
to exercise caution regarding 
covid-19, especially those 
assisting victims on the front-
lines. He said there are a 
number of prime ministers, 
presidents and ministers in 
various countries who have 
been infected by covid-19.

“Although I am a prime min-
ister, it doesn’t mean that 

there’s no possibility of me get-
ting infected with this disease. 
Don’t be too confident. During 
this pandemic, just because 
we do not touch one another’s 
hands, it does not mean that 
we are not friends with each 
other. We have to join hands to 
fight covid-19,” he said. 

As of Wednesday morning, 

the Kingdom had recorded a 
total of 286 covid-19 cases, 56 
of them females. 

the ministry said among the 
six patients remaining hospital-
ised, there is one Indonesian 
man, two cambodian men, one 
cambodian woman, one French 
woman and the Polish man who 
recently tested positive.

Demining 
graduates 
ready for 
field work
Soth Koemsoeun

tHe cambodian Mine Action 
centre’s (cMAc) newest 
graduating class of 60 on 
tuesday finished their train-
ing on clearing mines and 
unexploded ordnance at 
cMAc’s technical Institute of 
Mine Action (tIMA) in Kam-
pong chhnang province. 

the graduates were trained 
in both theory and actual 
practice for four months. 

cM Ac director-general 
Heng ratana said the 60 grad-
uates are offspring of retired 
cMAc officials who see it as 
an opportunity to continue 
their parents’ work.  

“We allow children of our 
retired officials to do this 
work. they have descendents 
who have the ability and tal-
ent to fulfil the work. We 
selected them through a 
tough selection process that 
involves passing an examina-
tion,” he said.

one of the 60 trainees, Sok 
Kakada, said he received a lot 
of knowledge and skill from 
cMAc coaches that he will 
use in the field. 

Kakada said he wanted to 
join cMAc to clear remaining 
mines left over from wars in 
cambodia. He also wanted to 
continue the work of his 
father who was an expert in 
mine clearance. 

“before joining this training, 
I took the exam. there was no 
corruption even though I have 
a father who was a former offi-
cial. there were a lot of difficul-
ties but I committed to study-
ing hard and will use my skills 
to serve society,” he said. 

cMAc said its 1,013 former 
officials who are retired or 
disabled will be incorporated 
into the royal cambodian 
Armed Forces under the Min-
istry of National Defence and 
will receive their pension.

A two-day exhibition will invite Cambodians 
to enrol in undergraduate and post-graduate 
programmes in Japan. embassy of japan

Banteay Meanchey has been the hardest hit province in Cambodia by floods and has recorded 18 flood-related deaths. spm

Prime Minister Hun Sen called for people to continue to be vigilant against 
Covid-19 as he visited Banteay Meanchey province on Wednesday. spm



STOP THE FLOOD OF 
TEARS WITH A SIMPLE 
GESTURE BY DONATING
TO THE POST FLOOD 
RELIEF CAMPAIGN

For corporate contributions kindly contact: 
Pich Socheat +855 87 888 864 / Chap Narith: +855 17 996 241 / Post Media: +855 78 555 166 / +855 86 822 999

All contributions can be made through the following:

USD ACCOUNT NO:  
0001 03 898555 56

KHR ACCOUNT NO:
001 000 523 680 6 

USD ACCOUNT NO:
001 000 523 679 2

KHR ACCOUNT NO: 
0001 03 898555 55 

KHR ACCOUNT NO:
00001-02-004124-05

USD ACCOUNT NO: 
00001-02-004123-02

KHR ACCOUNT NO: 
00078045

USD ACCOUNT NO: 
 00078041

KHR ACCOUNT NO: 
9929

USD ACCOUNT NO: 
9930

KHR ACCOUNT NO:
100 010 680 039

USD ACCOUNT NO:
300 010 6 79 897

KHR ACCOUNT NO: 
 000 555 123

USD ACCOUNT NO: 
000 555 124

KHR ACCOUNT NO: 010-01-20-01118-7
USD ACCOUNT NO: 010-02-10-11118-6

KHR ACCOUNT NO:
002 352 284

USD ACCOUNT NO: 
002 352 280



National
4 THE PHNOM PENH POST  october  22, 2020  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

Voun Dara

tHe royal Academy of cam-
bodia’s (rAc) National coun-
cil of Khmer Language is cre-
ating a mobile app available 
for Android and ioS mobile 
phones to correct spelling 
and grammar mistakes in 
Khmer logos and signs. 

A sub-decree formalising 
guidelines for the Khmer lan-
guage is also being drafted to 
ensure the accuracy of Khmer 
logos and signs throughout 
the country. the council or-
ganised a workshop to dis-
cuss the draft and present the 
app to the rAc on tuesday. 

chhit Vannarith, an rAc ad-
viser who is also coordinating 
the creation of the app – ten-
tatively called Sign KH – told 
The Post on Wednesday that 
a technical team started col-
lecting data for the project at 
the beginning of this year. 

Vannarith said the Android 
version is working normally, 
and the app in Apple’s App 
Store is expected to be ready 
for users within a month. 

“this mobile app is an im-
portant application we have 
not had before. It is for the 
public to use their phones to 
take pictures of faulty logos 
to ministries, institutions 
and relevant authorities. 
they can specify the loca-
tion of the logo. 

“relevant institutions will 
then check and correct them 
following procedures set out 
in the sub-decree regarding 
Khmer language usage on 
logos,” he said. 

rAc president Sok touch 
said on Wednesday the acad-
emy encouraged the draft of a 
sub-decree on the use of the 
Khmer language on logos. 

“We have to discuss with 
many relevant ministries. 
there is no disagreement 
regarding this sub-decree. 
this draft is necessary for 
the process of checking lo-
gos with errors. If we do not 
have the law, we do not have 
anything to correct these 
mistakes,” he said. 

touch added rAc teams 
had been working on sub-
decree drafts governing the 
Khmer language since 2011, 
but they never materialised. 
He said he would complete 
the drafts before the end of 
this year. 

touch said the creation of 
the app was also part of an 
effort to modernise Khmer 
literature. 

According to the Khmer 
language council study, 25 
per cent of Khmer signs and 
logos have errors on them.

New app to call out 
Khmer spelling and 
grammar mistakes

Kingdom’s pre-schoolers to 
receive sanitation supplies 
Long Kimmarita

c
HINA and UNIceF have an-
nounced that they will donate 
educational and sanitation 
materials to education offices 

in nearly 200 districts throughout cam-
bodia to support the return of 70,000 
children to their pre-schools.

After a handover ceremony on Wednes-
day, delegates from the ministry, the 
chinese embassy and UNIceF visited a 
community pre-school in the capital’s 
northern Prek Pnov district to observe 
how such supplies are being used by 
school personnel and pupils.

Wu Guoquan, the embassy’s commer-
cial counsellor, said the chinese Ministry 
of commerce has donated the supplies to 
3,064 pre-schools across the Kingdom.

“these supplies represent cooperation 
between the chinese government, UNI-
ceF and the cambodian government. 
Donations from the chinese Ministry of 
commerce . . . to UNIceF shows support 
and care for the healthy development of 
cambodian children. 

“[the supplies] improve the ability of 
cambodian communities and schools to 
respond to the pandemic and facilitate the 
return of children to pre-schools,” Wu said.

He added china actively participated in 
international anti-pandemic cooperation 
and firmly supported multilateralism and 
the UN in the fight against covid-19.

UNIceF representative in cambo-
dia Foroogh Foyozat said china was 
an important development partner in 
supporting the joint efforts of the cam-
bodian government and UNIceF in re-
sponding to the pandemic.

She said the provision of educational 
materials and WASH (water, sanitation, 
and hygiene) supplies such as portable 
handwashing facilities, water filters and 
cleaning products was essential for the 
safety and health of young learners. All 
supplies and materials were currently 
being distributed to education offices in 
187 districts throughout the country.

Foyozat said: “there is extensive evi-
dence that early childhood education 
plays a foundational role in a child’s de-
velopment, improves their educational 
results in their later school years and leads 
to better outcomes in their adult lives. 

“As the cambodian education system 
recovers from and increases its resil-
ience to the covid-19 crisis, we will con-

tinue to work together to reimagine the 
provision of early education for every 
cambodian child, especially the most 
vulnerable ones.”

education ministry secretary of state 
Kim Sethany said the ministry welcomes 
the support from china’s Ministry of com-
merce through the chinese embassy, and 
thanks them for working with UNIceF to 
support cambodia’s pre-school students. 

She added that the ministry wanted as 
many young children as possible to ben-
efit from attending pre-school.

“this target is only possible when 
learning environments are safe. We hope 
families will feel reassured in sending 
their children to pre-school as a result of 
this critical support,” Sethany said.

China and UNICEF are offering materials to education offices in nearly 200 districts throughout 
Cambodia to support the return of 70,000 children to their pre-schools. education ministry

Farmers encouraged to 
branch out, diversify crops
Orm Bunthoeurn

cAMboDIA would run the risk 
of food shortages if the agri-
cultural sector cannot support 
the economy during the cov-
id-19 pandemic, a senior 
National Assembly (NA) mem-
ber said.

Loy Sophat, the chairman of 
the NA’s committee for Agricul-
ture, rural Development, envi-
ronment and Water resources, 
made the remarks at the 9th 
National Farmers’ Forum enti-
tled Smallholder Farmers in the 
Context of Covid-19 in Phnom 
Penh on Wednesday.

“If we have less knowledge, 
we cannot expand cambodia’s 
agricultural sector. In the cov-
id-19 crisis, without agricul-
ture supporting the economy, 
cambodia will be at high risk 
of [not being able to] supply 
local food, including vegeta-
bles, fish and meat,” he said.

Sophat said general farmers 
– especially smallholder farm-
ers – should change their views 
and habits about production 
and processing. He said they 
should increase their skills and 
processing techniques to add 
value to products according to 
market demand.

cambodia rice Federation 
(crF) president Song Saran 
said while some parts of the 
agricultural sector were severe-
ly affected by competition dur-
ing the pandemic, there is 
room for the Kingdom’s agri-
cultural sector to prepare for 

competition as well as export.
Saran pointed out that while 

some commodities have been 
strongly affected in terms of 
prices because of limited 
processing capability, some 
crops – like rice – have seen an 
increase in price.

“rice has improved because 
we have the infrastructure for 
processing and packaging 
which increased exports and 
fetched better prices. but for 
some of our agricultural prod-
ucts, we have to export raw 
materials, such as mangoes 
and cashews,” Saran said.

According to Saran, small 
farmers with less than 1ha of 
land could not continue to 
harvest rice during the pan-
demic. He said farmers should 
switch to growing other crops 
which can be sold quickly. 

Yan Sreyyat, a representative of 

Women Farmer champions, said 
market information on agricul-
tural products and agricultural 
techniques has not been widely 
spread to farmers. there is also 
climate-related challenges to 
worry about, she said.

“We need to strengthen 
mutual  understanding 
between farmers and stake-
holders to mitigate the effects 
of climate change now and in 
the future,” Sreyyat said.

tek Vannara, executive direc-
tor of the NGo Forum on cam-
bodia, said 392 national and 
international organisations are 
actively working with farmers, 
government institutions and 
other development partners.

Vannara said his organisa-
tion has been working with 
farmers and relevant parties to 
find solutions for the agricul-
tural sector.

Cambodia could run the risk of food shortages if the agricultural sector 
cannot support the economy. hong menea

www.phnompenhpost.com
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Mom Kunthear

cAMboDIAN Agricultural and 
rural Development council 
chairman Yim chhayly and World 
Food Programme (WFP) country 
director in cambodia claire Anne 
conan on Wednesday signed 
an agreement to continue their 
partnership on a four-year food 
programme (2020-2023). 

chhayly said at a signing cer-
emony that the WFP had always 
cooperated with the government 
and the cambodian people since 
the country was at war. 

“over the past 41 years, WFP 
has assisted refugees along 
the cambodian-thai border. 
they were reunited with their 
families. It [WFP] has helped 
build and restore infrastruc-
ture in the countryside. It has 
helped children attend school, 
reduce starvation, malnutri-
tion and other diseases. 

“the WFP has also helped raise 
the country’s living standards 
and helped respond to floods 
and droughts which severely im-
pacted citizens,” he said.

chhayly added the WFP 
contributed to developments 
in the region and the world, 
and had helped formulate 
policies and offered training 
to officials in cambodia. 

WFP’s conan said sufficient 
food supplies can bring about 
peace, especially amid the 
covid-19 crisis. 

“recently, the WFP celebrated 

World Food Programme Day in 
cambodia . . . We fight starva-
tion which leads to malnutri-
tion. especially in the covid-19 
era, we see a number of people 
victimised by starvation.

“the WFP’s role is to join 
the world, especially cam-
bodia, to fight starvation and 
malnutrition. the WFP will 
also help improve food secu-
rity and nutrition,” she said.  

conan said responding to 
food security and nutrition is-
sues will be easier when there 
are more government mecha-
nisms in place to combat the 
problems.

the overall expected out-
come of this agreement, she 
said, is to strengthen the in-
dividual and institutional ca-
pacities of the Agricultural and 
rural Development council.

the first core goal is to estab-
lish and implement the 2nd Na-
tional Strategy for Food Security 
and Nutrition 2020-2023. 

the second goal is to 
strengthen multi-sectoral 
coordination at national and 
sub-national levels to organ-
ise food and nutrition sector. 

thirdly, the agreement will 
prioritise food security and 
nutrition in the plans of gov-
ernmental institutions.

Lastly, the agreement will 
improve the sharing of infor-
mation regarding the effective 
management of the food se-
curity and nutrition sectors.

WFP pledges more 
aid, gov’t training in 
fight against hunger

committee seizes nearly 600 
tonnes of counterfeit products
Mom Kunthear

D
UrING the first nine 
months of this year, 
the counter-coun-
terfeit committee 

(ccc) confiscated nearly 600 
tonnes of illegal drugs, medi-
cal products and counterfeit 
products.

tan Sokvichea, the head 
of the ccc Secretariat, said 
on tuesday at a meeting on 
the issue at the Ministry of 
Interior that from January to 
September this year, the ccc 
cracked down on 134 cases. 
Among them, 19 were drug-
related, 12 involved covid-
19 medicines, 35 were con-
cerned with food products, 29 
regarded cosmetic products, 
20 involved consumer prod-
ucts and 19 were in connec-
tion to tobacco products. 

Sokvichea said there were 
111 cases in Phnom Penh, 11 
in Kandal province, two in 
Kampong Speu, one in takeo, 
two in Preah Sihanouk, one in 
battambang, one in Kampong 
cham, four in tbong Khmum 
and one in Svay rieng.

He said businesses involved 
in nine cases were found to 
be following the law. 

In 105 of the cases, perpe-
trators were made to sign let-
ters promising not to repeat 
their offences. Fines were 
issued in one case. thirteen 

cases were sent to court, with 
two suspects convicted and 
sent to jail. the other 11 court 
cases are proceeding.  

ccc chairman Meach So-
phanna said the ccc’s pri-
mary duty is to ensure and 
protect the people’s wellbe-
ing by promoting counterfeit 
prevention and control work, 
initiating crackdown opera-
tions and coordinating with 
inter-ministerial institutions. 
Fighting against counterfeit 
products is not the sole re-

sponsibility of one ministry 
or institution, he said.

“Although counter-coun-
terfeit work is successful, it is 
spreading day-by-day and is 
occurring almost everywhere. 
It’s universally regarded as 
an organised cross-border 
crime,” he said.

Sophanna chaired a meet-
ing on tuesday to collect 
input from various inter-
ministerial institutions and 
specialists to be included in 
the implementation mecha-

nisms of a five-year action 
plan from 2020 to 2025.

cambodian Investment Fed-
eration president Ley Sopheap 
told The Post on Wednesday 
that strengthening tactics to 
ban counterfeit products will 
deter perpetrators.

“We should all work togeth-
er to eliminate counterfeit 
products, and I urge everyone 
to wake up and love their lives. 
All parties involved, especially 
people who are direct users, 
must join hands,” he said.

Illegal drugs and medical products seized by the Counter-Counterfeit Committee (CCC). CCC
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credit through its credit mapping 
approach and is always ready, year 
after year, to lend [to our customers] 
in full understanding of the geograph-
ical location, season and weather con-
ditions,” channy said.

He said as of September 30, Acleda 
had outstanding loans to the tune of 
$3.9 billion for 413,613 customers.

Prasac Microfinance Institution 
Ltd (Prasac) executive vice-pres-
ident Say Sony told The Post that 
most of his MFI’s flood-hit clients 
were based in banteay Meanchey, 
battambang and Pursat provinces.

“Prasac continues to lend to clients 
who are affected by flooding if they 
need money to restart their business.

“If they have any difficulty during 
this time they can come to talk to us for 
a win-win solution together. However, 
we do hope that most agricultural pro-
duction will increase in yield because 
there is enough water,” he said.

Sony said as of September 30, Pras-
ac had $2.86 billion in outstanding 
loans – up 14.43 per cent from the end 
of last year – to 437,000 customers.

on Wednesday, the National com-
mittee for Disaster Management 
(NcDM) reported that the rain-in-
duced floods had affected 104,348 
households – or 410,782 people – 
across 19 provinces.

on Sunday, it reported that the floods 
had affected nearly 170,000ha of rice 
crop, of which 32,382ha were com-
pletely destroyed. More than 73,000ha 
of cash crop had been damaged, with 
38,000ha completely destroyed. More 
than 344km of national and provin-
cial roads and nearly 1,500km of rural 
roads had been harmed.

banks flood 
in to offer 
up disaster 
assistance

Prudential teams with tech firms 
to enhance its insurance offerings
Thou Vireak

P
rUDeNtIAL (cambodia) 
Life Assurance Plc on tues-
day signed a memorandum 
of understanding (MoU) 

with Vietnamese-owned mobile 
operator Viettel (cambodia) Pte Ltd 
(Metfone) and mobile financial ser-
vices provider e-Money Payment 
Solutions Plc (e-Money).

the MoU will help establish a 
long-term mutual collaborative 
relationship in areas such as tele-
communications, life insurance and 
mobile wallet services, Prudential 
cambodia said in a press release.

It noted that under the agreement, 
the partners will provide person-
alised services to customers in the 
Kingdom, such as online payment 
methods and enhanced telecom-
munications-insurance services.

It added that Metfone will provide 
Prudential cambodia with Session 
Initiation Protocol (SIP) trunking ser-
vices, internet service connections, 
information and communications 
technology (Ict) services, econnect, 
SMS brand Name and more.

Metfone and e-Money will enable 
Prudential cambodia’s customers 
to pay their insurance premiums 
through the e-Money payment sys-
tem or mobile accounts.

e-Money will also provide Prudential 
cambodia with payment solutions to 
simply the claims process for custom-
ers who have an e-Money wallet.

Prudential cambodia will be able 
to advertise its insurance solutions 
and services on eMoney and Met-
fone mobile apps.

In addition, Metfone customers 
will have free access to Prudential 
cambodia’s digital app, Pulse by 
Prudential (Pulse), and can use it 

to manage policy details and access 
other health services.

Metfone ceo Phung Van cuong 
lauded the MoU as the next step in 
the firm’s digital evolution.

He said: “Working together, the three 
companies will provide personalised 
service through the most creative ap-
proach for connecting and serving 
people, providing customers with 
peace of mind and helping them live 
healthier, more comfortable lives.”

e-Money ceo Pham Doan cuong 

said: “Prudential cambodia can also 
pay insurance claims to their cus-
tomers through more than 8,000 e-
money agents nationwide.”

Prudential cambodia ceo Sanjay 
chakrabarty said the agreement is 
part of his company’s objective to help 
people get the most out of their lives, a 
mission made all the more urgent now 
amid covid-19 and the recent floods.

“As the largest life insurer in cam-
bodia with over 200,000 customers, 
supported by our strategic coopera-

tion with the two leaders of their re-
spective fields, Metfone and e-Money, 
I believe we are in a unique position 
to widen access to life insurance for 
the millions of uninsured or underin-
sured people in cambodia,” he said. 

on october 7, Mey Vann, who 
heads the Ministry of economy and 
Finance’s General Department of 
Financial Industry, said 38 insurers 
currently operate in cambodia, in-
cluding 18 general insurers, 14 life 
and six micro-insurers.

Prudential Cambodia has signed an MoU with Viettel and e-Money to provide personalised services to customers. SUPPLIED

telecom licences revoked for failure to meet obligations
Thou Vireak

tHe Ministry of Posts and tele-
communications on tuesday 
announced that it had revoked 
and/or suspended the licences 
of 17 telecoms operators for fail-
ure to comply with obligations.

Some operators failed to pay 
their income taxes for many 
years, some were inactive, 
while others reported incor-
rect revenue figures, the min-
istry said in a press release.

the companies were deter-
mined to be operationally 
inactive, employee-less, or 
non-compliant regarding their 
revenue shares and other obli-
gations as required under their 
licences, or have failed to pro-
vide necessary technical docu-
ments, it said.

telecommunication regula-
tor of cambodia (trc) spokes-
man Im Vutha told The Post that 
among the categories of licenc-
es revoked and/or suspended 

were those for mobile opera-
tors, internet service providers 
(ISPs) and broadband wireless 
access (bWA) providers.

other types include those for 
Voice over Internet Protocol 
(VoIP) service providers and 

providers of network systems, 
and satellite positioning and 
navigation services, he said.

He added that all operators 
had their licences revoked 
except for bDKtel co Ltd, which 
had its ISP licence suspended.

“Generally, all operators 
have an obligation to self-de-
clare their revenues and taxes 
to the state every year. We’ve 
constantly reminded them – in 
an appeasing way – to volun-
tarily pay their taxes to the 
state. but they refused, forcing 
us to take legal action.

“Most of the operators that 
failed to comply with our reg-
ulations fell into the category 
of ISPs and VoIP service pro-
viders,” Vutha said.

the ministry added: “After 
their licence suspensions and 
revocations, the telecoms 
operators shall settle any out-
standing debts to the [minis-
try] and the trc, public debts, 
private debts and other tax 
obligations.

“In addition, these 17 com-
panies will have to settle any 
claims by their employees, 
customers and related third 
parties in accordance with the 
laws and regulations in force 

in the event of disputes due to 
their licence revocations.

“[the ministry has time and 
again] notified all telecoms 
operators to comply with the 
Law on telecommunications 
and relevant regulations in 
force. However, [it] noticed that 
some operators still refused to 
comply or failed to fully comply 
with the Law on telecommu-
nications or licence terms.

“As such, in the event that any 
telecoms operators choose to 
not comply with the telecoms 
Law or abide by their licence 
terms, such operators shall face 
the possibility of licence sus-
pension or revocation.

“this announcement shall 
serve as guidance for all tele-
coms operators to fully com-
ply with the telecoms Law, 
regulations and licence terms 
and as information for the 
general public.”

two firms had their mobile 
service operator licences 

revoked – emaxx telecom co 
Ltd and cambodia Advance 
communications co Ltd (qb).

Asia Star resources Invest-
ment Holding Group co Ltd 
had its satellite positioning and 
navigation licence revoked, 
cambodia broadband tech-
nologies co Ltd had its ISP and 
bWA provider licences revoked, 
while Kingtel communication 
Ltd had its VoIP service pro-
vider licence revoked (but still 
holds a valid ISP licence).

Aerospace Information 
(cambodia) technology co 
Ltd, Lim Heng Group co Ltd, 
tPLc Holdings co Ltd all had 
their ISP and VoIP service pro-
vider licences revoked.

cN Xinyuan Interconnect co 
Ltd, XNet co Ltd, Saturn 
Holdings Ltd, AtA telecom co 
Ltd, PPIN Internet co Ltd, Ht 
Networks co Ltd, DG commu-
nications co Ltd, DtV Star co 
Ltd all only had their ISP 
licences revoked.

The Ministry of Posts and Telecommunications revoked and/or 
suspended the licences of 17 telecoms operators for failure to comply 
with obligations. POST STAFF
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SINo-LAo joint venture com-
prehensive telecommunica-
tions operator enterprise of 
telecommunications Lao co 
Ltd (etL) has entered into a 
business cooperation agree-
ment with Xiaomi company.

the collaboration is expect-
ed to open a new chapter in 
the development of the two 
companies. etL will provide 
more comprehensive ser-
vices, richer products, and 
greater satisfaction for the 
customers of both sides.

the cooperation will also help 
to enhance the brand influence 
and popularity of both parties 
and achieve the common goal 
of win-win cooperation.

the agreement was signed 
last week at the etL head-
quarters in Vientiane by etL 
general manager Huang 
Shuyun and Xiaomi compa-
ny representative Wang Lin.

At the same time, a Xiaomi 
contract machine release cer-
emony was held when Xiaomi 
country representative Huang 
Fanqing introduced the four 
functions of the Xiaomi mobile 
phone and related packages.

etL has a national cover-
age network, covering mobile 
and fixed communications, 
broadband access and vari-
ous types of telecommunica-

tions value-added services, 
according to a press release.

the company’s 4G network 
now covers all provinces and 
cities in the country, with a 
4.5G network in Vientiane, 
Savannakhet, Luang Prabang 
and other key cities.

Xiaomi company’s Wang 
Lin said the Xiaomi brand of-
ficially entered the Lao mar-
ket on September 23, 2018. 
Xiaomi statistics for overseas 
sales into the top five coun-
tries shows an average daily 
activation of about 500 units.

over two years ago, Xiaomi 
opened Laos’ first authorised 
flagship store in the Vientiane 
centre, invested and operated 
Xiaomi Paradise, and opened 
the online Mimall.la mall.

by the end of this year, the 
business model of e-com-
merce and offline physical 
stores will be “fully promoted”, 
so that Xiaomi’s e-commerce 
genes are rooted in Laos.

Now etL and Xiaomi have 
jointly launched the Xiaomi 
contract machine package, 
Xiaomi’s series of popular mo-
bile phones and etL compa-
ny Limited’s 4.5G high-speed 
network, to bring consumers 
more affordable choices and 
a quality experience. VIENTIANE 

TIMES/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

PHILIPPINe-based Ayala 
group’s power generation plat-
form is revving up a construc-
tion binge overseas as it gears 
up, along with its partners, to 
build a second project in India 
– a 70MW solar farm in Guja-
rat state priced at $36 million.

Ac energy said in a state-
ment the facility was expect-
ed to go online in the first half 
of next year, delivering 50MW 
into the grid, but with capac-
ity peaking at 70MW.

this was disclosed just 
three months after announc-
ing a 100MW solar project in 
rajasthan state.

Dubbed Paryapt Solar, the 
Gujarat facility is being devel-
oped by UPc-Ac energy So-
lar, a joint venture with UPc 
Solar Asia Pacific.

Paryapt Solar will supply 
energy to Gujarat Urja Vikas 
Nigam Ltd through a 25-year 
contract that UPc-Ac energy 
Solar won through competi-
tive bidding.

Ac energy said: “India has 

emerged as a country with 
one of the biggest renew-
able energy expansion pro-
grammes, with support from 
the government and investors 
driving the growth.”

the state of Gujarat alone is 
targeting to have 8,000MW of 
solar power by 2022.

Ac energy earlier this year an-
nounced its plans to integrate its 
international business. It aspires 
to become the largest listed re-
newables platform in Southeast 
Asia, with plans to build a port-
folio of 5,000MW of renewables-
based capacity by 2025.

through its partnership 
with UPc renewables, Ac 
energy has invested in Pt 
UPc Sidrap bayu energi, de-
veloper of a 75MW wind farm 
in South Sulawesi, Indonesia.

the partnership was more 
recently expanded with the 
development of two wind 
projects in Vietnam, which 
have a combined capacity of 
60MW. PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Sino-Lao firm etL, 
china’s Xiaomi sign 
cooperation accord

Philippines’ Ayala bags 
second India solar farm

LG chem, Hyundai breathe 
new life into dead eV batteries

VN backs Samsung’s hi-tech projects

M
AJor South Kore-
an firms includ-
ing LG chem, 
Hyundai Glovis 

and Hyundai Motor have come 
up with new business models 
to reuse dead electric vehicle 
(eV ) batteries to address 
approximately 80,000 used-up 
eV batteries that will material-
ise by 2029.

the plan follows the Min-
istry of trade, Industry and 
energy’s fourth committee 
meeting on Monday to review 
regulatory exemptions for 
new business models, giving 
the green light to three proj-
ects that reuse eV batteries.

When an eV batteries’ per-
formance level drops to some-
where between 80 to 60 per 
cent, they have to be replaced 
with new ones as they can’t of-
fer the same driving range.

In South Korea, when driv-
ers of subsidised eVs scrap 
their cars, they have had to 
return worn-out batteries to 
the municipalities they re-
ceived subsidies from since 
December 2018.

However, those retrieved bat-
teries have been sitting in ware-
houses as South Korea lacked 
guidelines on how to evaluate 
the value of the dead batter-
ies and clear performance and 
safety standards for them.

by allowing private compa-
nies to run trial projects with 
worn-out batteries for two 
years, the government aims 
to gather data to establish 
policies in the future.

to make use of redundant 
batteries, Hyundai Glovis, LG 
chem and KSt Mobility have 
teamed up to launch a battery 

rental service for electric taxis, 
which require battery replace-
ments every two to three years 
as they clock up much more 
mileage than most eVs.

First, Hyundai Glovis will rent 
its batteries to a taxi company 
KSt Mobility. When KSt taxis 
change their batteries after 
two to three years, the replaced 
batteries will be then delivered 
to LG chem, which will make 
energy storage systems (eSSs) 
that could offer rapid charging 
services for eVs.

the rental service will allow 
KSt Mobility to operate more 
electric taxis as battery prices 
won’t be included when the 
company purchases new 
electric taxis.

A ministry official said: 
“our ultimate goal is to es-

tablish a virtuous cycle of 
dead eV batteries.”

Apart from the rental service, 
Hyundai Motor has indepen-
dently launched a pilot project 
to use dead batteries to store 
electricity generated from solar 
power generation facilities.

Hyundai Motor will reprocess 
its dead batteries before install-
ing them inside eSSs to achieve 
greater storage capacity.

the last project will be car-
ried out by Goodbyecar, which 
will disassemble dead batter-
ies retrieved by municipalities 
and use them to make smaller 
capacity cells and use them for 
powering camping cars.

Minister Sung Yun-mo said: 
“business models utilising 
used-up batteries are mean-
ingful in that a battery man-

ufacturer, automaker and 
service provider have collab-
orated and formed a strategic 
partnership to create new 
business models.”

the partnership between 
LG chem and Hyundai Glovis 
came amid an ongoing dis-
pute over the cause of 14 fires 
– 10 domestically and four 
overseas – in Hyundai Mo-
tor’s Kona eVs loaded with LG 
chem’s batteries since 2018.

After three cases of fire 
from Kona eVs reported this 
month alone, Hyundai Mo-
tor has initiated a voluntary 
global recall of 77,000 Kona 
eVs since Friday.

Hyundai Motor and LG chem 
are working together to find the 
exact cause of the fire. THE KOREA 

HERALD/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

VIetNAM will create optimal conditions for 
South Korea’s Samsung electronics to invest 
in high technology projects, Prime Minister 
Nguyen Xuan Phuc said on tuesday.

He made the pledge while hosting a re-
ception in Hanoi for Samsung electron-
ics vice-chairman Lee Jae-yong, who is 
on a visit to Vietnam.

At the reception, the Phuc noted that 
Samsung’s commitments made at their 
previous meeting during his visit to 
South Korea last November have been ef-

fectively carried out, especially the start 
of construction of Samsung’s largest re-
search and development (r&D) centre 
in Southeast Asia in Hanoi in March.

Despite the covid-19 pandemic, the 
Korean conglomerate still maintains 
production and continues contributing 
to Vietnam’s development, he added.

Phuc informed his guest that the Viet-
namese government has allowed Sam-
sung’s affiliate in Ho chi Minh city to 
transform into a for-export processing 

firm in the city’s Saigon Hi-tech Park as 
per the request of the municipal People’s 
committee, paving the way for the com-
pany to expand its scale in Vietnam and 
raise its global competitiveness.

Noting Samsung’s strengths in mobile 
phones, semiconductors and electronic 
appliances, with its mobile phones and 
electronic appliances manufacturing ac-
tivities already thriving in Vietnam, Phuc 
voiced his hope that Samsung will invest 
in semiconductor production in Viet-
nam in the near future.

Noting that the domestication rate of 
Samsung products has been rising, Phuc 
urged the conglomerate to further help 
Vietnamese supporting enterprises take 
part in Samsung’s supply chain and r&D 
activities in Vietnam.

For his part, Lee expressed his grati-
tude to Vietnam for facilitating the entry 
of over 3,000 Samsung engineers and ex-
perts for smooth operations of its plants 
in the country.

He vowed that the Hanoi-based r&D 
centre will be operational by late 2022 as 
scheduled and will create jobs for 3,000 
engineers, making it the main r&D 
stronghold of Samsung.

In addition to manufacturing, the con-
glomerate is teaming up with Vietnam-
ese businesses in software development, 
he remarked.

Vietnam is currently Samsung’s larg-
est manufacturing base abroad and 
the company is also the leading foreign 
direct investment (FDI) source in the 
country. VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

KST Mobility has teamed up with Hyundai Glovis and LG Chem to launch a battery rental service for electric 
taxis. KST MOBILITY/THE KOREA HERALD

Philippine-based Ayala’s energy arm plans to build a portfolio of 
5,000MW of renewables-based capacity by 2025. PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER

Samsung Electronics vice-chairman Lee Jae-yong (left) listens to Vietnamese Prime Minister 
Nguyen Xuan Phuc during a talk in Hanoi on Tuesday. YONHAP NEWS AGENCY
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Property

tHe prices of properties with 
land in Ho chi Minh city 
increased by 15 per cent in the 
third quarter from the same 
period of last year due to lack of 
new supply, according to a report 
by property consultancy JLL.

the luxury segment saw pric-
es rise by 14.7 per cent year-on-
year and 3.1 per cent quarter-
on-quarter to $5,337 per sqm.

the second wave of covid-19 
played a strong role in the mar-
ket, eliminating short-term 
speculators with limited capital 
from the property market.

Houses with land and cost-
ing below $450,000 attracted a 
lot of interest as people bought 
them to lease or for apprecia-
tion in value in future.

but those costing more than 
$450,000 did not have much 
demand.

Licensing issues and credit 
tightening continued to be the 
main challenges for the con-
dominium market.

buyers have difficulty buying 
units, not because they cannot 
afford them, but because they 
cannot find suitable options.

on the other hand, developers 
are well-positioned to increase 
profits thanks to the shortage of 

existing condo projects in the 
primary market.

Primary prices will continue to 
increase due to a lack of supply.

the luxury segment is expect-
ed to see prices increase by 10 per 
cent, while the high-end and 
mid-priced segments will see five 
per cent increases year-on-year.

the affordable segment will 
rise by a modest two per cent.

the secondary market will 
be more active due to a lack of 
supply in the primary market 
and new pricing levels across 
the market.

end-users may find limited 
options in the primary market 
and may turn to the secondary 
market which offers both com-
pleted projects and those with 
good construction progress.

Around 300-400 units are 
expected to be launched in the 
last quarter of this year, taking 
the number for the full year to 
2,500 units, 40 per cent lower 
than in previous years as the 
city tightened control over 
grant of land-use rights and 
construction licences.

With limited supply and high 
demand, prices in the primary 
market are likely to keep rising. 
VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Lessons for real estate sector from floods
May Kunmakara

t
He recent deadly 
floods that have swept 
across broad swathes 
of the Kingdom have 

left in their wake a panorama 
of inundated streets, homes, 
warehouses and factories in 
Phnom Penh’s southern Dan-
gkor district, and sobering les-
sons for the real estate sector.

First and foremost, devel-
opers and customers must 
think twice before investing 
in property, and in full con-
sideration of its geographi-
cal location, according to 
emerging Markets consult-
ing (eMc) senior consultant 
Ngeth chou.

Adding fuel to the fire, the 
Prek thnot river dam col-
lapse on october 14 in the 
southern end of the district 
flooded thousands of homes 
and cut off stretches of roads 
from traffic.

the following day, Phnom 
Penh municipal governor 
Khuong Sreng decided to tem-
porarily block chamkar Doung 
Street (Street 217) to the Kuor 
Srov roundabout and several 
other roads in the district.

Sim tola, the head of Dan-
gkor district administration, 
told The Post that day that 11 
of the district’s communes 
were submerged in water.

eMc’s chou told The Post 
on Wednesday that southern 
Phnom Penh is still awash 
with Prek thnot river flood 
water.

He pointed out that the riv-
er flows from the cardamom 
Mountains in Kampong Speu 
province and that rains there 
lead to floods along the river 
course.

“Land from the Kuor Srov 
area down to Kandal Stung 
[district in Kandal province] 
has low elevation. this, in 
conjunction with its prox-
imity to the waterway [Prek 

thnot river] makes it vulner-
able [to flooding].

“the area usually gets 
flooded once every four to 
five years. Given that, the 
construction of boreys [gat-
ed-communities], factories 
or warehouses there could be 
adversely affected.

“Prevention will be a dif-
ficult matter. We need large 
reservoirs, and strong and 

expansive irrigation systems, 
which will require the state to 
invest a lot.

“It is paramount that devel-
opers thoroughly assess the 
geographical situation of po-
tential project sites and note 
whether they are vulnerable 
to flooding.

“even if the developer 
doesn’t take that into account, 
customers must be savvy and 

weigh all factors associated 
with [their potential purchas-
es] and be privy to which ar-
eas are flood-prone.

“Whether they pursue [the 
deal] or not, developers are 
sure to respond to market de-
mand,” chou said.

cPL cambodia Proper-
ties Ltd chairman and ceo 
cheng Kheng said project 
developers, potential buyers 

and provincial and district 
authorities should meet and 
discuss in full detail before 
major investments and be 
better equipped to manage 
unforeseen risks.

He said: “Floods only hap-
pen once in a while, but after 
this incident, I think the gov-
ernment and the developers 
operating in the area should 
meet and find solutions to 
avoid any risks that may arise 
down the line.

“District and provincial [au-
thorities] are typically eager to 
woo investors into their juris-
dictions. only through collec-
tive brainstorming sessions 
with the provincial and district 
governors and all the develop-
ers involved can we steer clear 
of these complications.

“the flash floods have pro-
vided a valuable lesson for all 
of us. Potential buyers and 
borey developers particularly 
will think carefully after this 
experience.

“I believe both developers and 
potential buyers will be wiser 
after the recent natural disaster, 
and if they don’t find a proper 
solution [following meetings 
with] provincial or district [au-
thorities], they will not want to 
invest and take the risk.”

the Ministry of Labour and 
Vocational training reported 
on Sunday that at least 79 fac-
tories had been affected by 
the floods. of these, about 40 
temporarily suspended their 
operations, affecting more 
than 40,000 workers.

New private home 
sales in Singapore 
hit over two-year 
high in September
SINGAPore’S private home 
market continues to defy grav-
ity amid the pandemic, with 
last month’s sales up for a fifth 
straight month to hit levels not 
seen for more than two years.

the robust numbers – 1,329 
units sold, 5.6 per cent more 
than the 1,258 in August – 
came despite a fall in the 
number of new homes 
launched last month.

this was the highest number 
of private new home transac-
tions since July 2018, when 
1,724 units were transacted 
after new property cooling 
measures fuelled a surge in 
sales from buyers rushing to 
beat the deadline.

In another sign of the mar-
ket’s resilience, last month’s 
sales were 4.65 per cent ahead 
of the 1,270 units moved in the 
same month last year.

the figures from the Urban 
redevelopment Authority 
(UrA) on october 15 exclude 
executive condominium (ec) 
units, which are a public-pri-
vate housing hybrid.

the UrA clampdown on 
developers reissuing an option 

to purchase to the same buyer 
of the same unit is widely 
expected to have a slight chill-
ing effect on sales as it may 
deter marginal buyers from 
committing prematurely.

“but based on the run rate of 
some 152 new private homes 
sold in the first four days of 
october, based on caveats 
downloaded on october 14, 
sales are still quite strong, sug-
gesting genuine demand,” said 
tricia Song, head of research 
for Singapore at colliers Inter-
national.

Attractively priced projects 
in the city fringe – known as 
the rest of central region – con-
tinued to fuel sales last month, 
accounting for nearly 65 per 
cent of total transactions, ana-
lysts noted. 

the standout among three 
new non-landed launches last 
month was Penrose in Sims 
Drive, while existing top sellers 
such as JadeScape and the 
Woodleigh residences also 
fared well.

Penrose shifted 389 units at 
a median price of S$1,541 per 
square foot (US$12,200 per 

sqm) to account for about 45 
per cent of total developer 
sales in the city fringe, accord-
ing to Knight Frank.

two other launches in that 
zone – Verdale and Myra – 
managed to sell 59 units in 
total last month.

However, the suburbs, or out-
side central region, and the 
prime district, or core central 
region, saw a slight month-on-
month dip in transactions as 
demand eased.

Despite sales volumes in the 
outside central region falling by 
about 24 per cent from August, 
previously launched projects 
treasure at tampines and the 
Garden residences continue to 
sell well, Knight Frank said.

If ecs are included, 1,385 new 

homes were sold last month, up 
5.8 per cent from August and 6.7 
per cent higher than a year ear-
lier, UrA data showed.

there were 1,340 private 
homes launched last month, 
down 15.3 per cent from 1,582 
units in August, and nearly 22 
per cent lower than a year ear-
lier. No ec projects were 
launched last month.

Developers sold 7,532 new 
homes in the first nine months 
of the year, compared with 
7,469 in the same period last 
year, a performance that has far 
exceeded expectations given 
rising retrenchments, wage 
cuts and the pandemic-in-
duced recession, analysts say. 
THE STRAITS TIMES (SINGAPORE)/ASIA NEWS 

NETWORK

Lack of new supply 
driving up prices of 
housing in HcMc

In southern Phnom Penh, 11 of Dangkor district’s communes were submerged in water, district official Sim Tola reported. HONG MENEA

New private home sales in Singapore reached 1,329 units last month, 
rising 4.65 per cent from 1,270 in September 2019. THE STRAITS TIMES
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Apartment for Rent
Located at west of Independence 
Monument, 2 bedrooms, open 
living room, fully furnished, nice 
kitchen, lot of sunlight.
Price: $1,200/month

Apartment for Rent
Located at North West of Russian 
Market, 1, 2 and 3 bedrooms, open 
living room, fully furnished, nice 
kitchen and balcony. 
Price: $700, $900, and $1800/M

Apartment for rent
Located near Russian Market, 2 
bedrooms, open living room, bal-
cony, fully furnished, nice kitchen, 
lot of sunlight. 
Price: $1,200/month

Renovated apartment for rent 
Located: Near Royal Palace
2 bedrooms, well renovated, 
Fully furnished, good security, 
many facilities around.  
Price: $750/month

Garden Villa for rent in BKK1
2 floors, 5 bedrooms, spacious 
living room, fully furnished, big 
kitchen and balcony. Good for 
residence or office.
Price: $7,000/month

Villa for rent in North Bridge 
Very big garden, 5 bedrooms, 
large living room, fully furnished, 
western kitchen, big balcony, 
very safe and quiet.
Price: $3,500/month 

Villa for rent 
Located in Sangkat Boeung Pro-
lit, Khan 7 Makara, 6 bedrooms, 
living room, kitchen, many facili-
ties around, safe and quiet.
Price: $5,000/month

Modern villa for rent 
In Grand Phnom Penh, 5 bed-
rooms, large living room, modern 
designed, fully furnished, modern 
kitchen, big balcony.
Price: $1,700/month

Villa for rent in Bassac Garden City
2 floors, 4 bedrooms, large living 
room, fully furnished, modern 
kitchen, big balcony,  
safe and quiet.
Price: $3,500/month

Villa for rent next to BBK1
7 bedrooms, large living room, 
partially furnished, big balcony, 
some trees, very safe 
and quiet. 
Price: $3,000/month

Office space for rent
On main street, size from 
200sqm to 400sqm, 7 floors,  
2 lifts, parking, open space,  
very safe.
Price: $14/sqm 

Office space for rent 
Located at west of Olympic 
Stadium, size from 840sqm to 
500sqm, 2nd floor, 2 lifts, park-
ing, open space, very safe.
Price: $16/sqm 

Shophouse for rent near AEON 2
Located in borey The Premier 
Land near AEON 2, 
6 bedrooms, good for office  
and business.
Price: $1,500/month

Shophouse for rent 
Located in Borey Penghout The 
Star Diamond, Road 60m, 
Land size:4.5m x 20m, 
House size: 4.5m x 12m, 
Price: $1,200/month

APARtMENt fOR RENt/SAlE VillA fOR RENt OffiCE SPACE /ShOPhOuSE fOR RENt

089 200 300  
012 390 390tel: 

Address: #394 - 396 (Home City Building), Street 71, 
Chamkarmon, Phnom Penh, Cambodia
Email: info@towncity.com, www.towncity.com

Email : info.epiagency@gmail.com
http://www.easypropertyrealty.com
#19DE0, St. 172, Sangkat Chey Chomnes, Khan Doun Penh.
Tel: 015 777 586 / 061 777 586 / 011 777 587

#35, Street.P10D, Borey Peng Huoth The Star Polaris 1, 
Sangkat Niruoth, Khan Chbaampov, Phnom Penh,  
E-Mail: info@katappraisal.com  / www.katappraisal.com
089 888 366, 089 888 277 | 089 888 377, 089 888 755

link house for sale
Land size :  4.1m x 14m
House size :  4.1m x 12m 
Location :  Borey Leng Navatra 
Sangkat Chaom Chau 
Price: $67,000 (Negotiable)   

Shop house for sale at Borey Peng 
huoth Boeung Snor
Land Size :  4.5m x 21m 
House Size : 4.5m x 14m
Location : Sangkat Niroth 
Price: $290,000 (Negotiable)  

flat for sale
Land size :  4.2m x 20.5m 
House Size :  4.2m x 13m 
Location :  Borey Lim Chheanghak  
Veal Sbov
Price: $69,800 (Negotiable) 

Olympia condo SOhO type for sale  
Size : 45Sqm 
Location : Sangkat Orussey,  
Khan 7 Makara
Phnom Penh
Price : $13,000 (Negotiable)
   

Villa lC1 for sale
Land Size : 5.2m x 14m 
House Size : 5.2m x 7m 
Location : Chea Sophara, Borey Peng 
Huoth The Star Premier
Price: $84,500 (Negotiable)  

twin Villa for sale at Borey Peng 
huoth PC market
Land Size : 6m x 16m
House Size : 6m x 12m 
Location : Chak Ang Re Luer 
Price : $385,000 (Negotiable)

land for sale
Land Size: 11.5m x 150m
Title: Hard
Location: Prek Eng 
Chbar Ampov, Phnom Penh
Price: $400/m2

land for sale
Land size: 17,089m2 
Location: Dang Kao
Phnom Penh
Cambodia
Price: $180/m2 (Negotiable)

land for sale 
Land: Size 32m x 54m
Location: Chaom Chau
Khan Porsenchey
Phnom Penh
Price: $350/m2

land for sale
Land size: 16m x 22m 
Location: Prek Eng 
Chbar Ampov 
Phnom Penh
Price: $120,000

flat house for sale
Land size: 4m x 22.5m
House size: 4m x 15m
Location: Khan Russey keo
.Phnom Penh
Price : $183,000

two flat houses for sale
Land size: 4.5m x 21m
House size: 4.5m x 16m
Location: Russey keo
Khan Porsenchey
Price: $98,000 (per flat)

land for sale (lS:l84)
Land size: 20x30M, 
Location: Borey Kang Meng, Sangkat 
Prek Kompers, Khan Dongkor,  
Phnom Penh City 
Price: $170,000 (Negotiable)  

land for sale (lS: l64) 
Land size: 30x43M 
Location: Sang Kat Prek Eng, Khan 
Chbar Ampov 
Phnom Penh
Price: $320,000 (Negotiable)

land for sale (lS:l68)
Land size: 618m2
Soft title 
Location: Prek Eng, Chbar Ampov, 
Phnom Penh
Price: $200,000

land for sale (Code:lS:l64)
Land size: 40m x72m
Location: Veal Sbov 
Chbar Ampov  
Phnom Penh
Price: $1,300,000

Villa for sale (code VS.l24)
Land size: 8m x22m
House size: 6m x12m
Location: Peng Hout Boeng Snor,
Chbar Ampov, Phnom Penh
Price: $350,000

Villa for sales (CodeVS.l21) 
Land size: 8.59x22m 
House size: 6x12m, location: N.98 
St.E-01: Borey Peng Huot Berg Snor, 
Chbar Ampov 
Price: $390,000



THE US government filed a block-
buster lawsuit on Tuesday accusing 
Google of maintaining an “illegal 
monopoly” in online search and 
advertising in the country’s biggest 
antitrust case in decades – opening 
the door to a potential breakup of 
the Silicon Valley titan.

The politically charged case, which 
could take years to play out, draws 
new battle lines between the US gov-
ernment and Big Tech with potentially 
major implications for the sector.

Deputy Attorney General Jeffrey 
Rosen said the case filed with Repub-
lican state attorneys general from 11 
states takes aim at Google’s domi-
nance of the online ecosystem.

“Google is the gateway to the in-
ternet,” Rosen told reporters.

“But it has maintained its monop-
oly through exclusionary practices 

that are harmful to competition.”
The suit said these agreements in-

clude long-term agreements requir-
ing that Google search be pre-loaded 
on devices and making it impossible 
to delete some of its apps.

The government claims Google pays 
billions to maintain that position, thus 
reinforcing its monopoly position.

The lawsuit filed in Washington con-
tends that Google’s actions shut out 
competitors, and proposes that the 
court consider a range of remedies.

The filing calls for the court to “en-
join Google” from anticompetitive 
practices and consider “structural” 
changes to the company – which 
could mean breaking it up.

Google called the lawsuit “deeply 
flawed”.

“People use Google because they 
choose to – not because they’re 

forced to or because they can’t find 
alternatives,” Google general coun-
sel Kent Walker said in a blog post.

“This lawsuit would do nothing to 
help consumers. To the contrary, it 
would artificially prop up lower-quality 
search alternatives, raise phone prices, 
and make it harder for people to get the 
search services they want to use.”

The move comes after months 
of investigations by US federal and 
state antitrust enforcers seeking to 

check the company’s power, and 
parallel probes into other titans such 
as Amazon, Facebook and Apple.

Progressives have accused the firms 
of stifling competition and worsen-
ing economic inequality. A recent 
House of Representatives report sug-
gested Google and others should be 
broken up to preserve competition.

Conservatives have accused them 
of political bias, although evidence 
has been scant. AFP

Beijing: India 
returns detained 
Chinese soldier

IndIa on Wednesday returned a 
Chinese soldier detained after straying 
across a disputed border where the 

two countries have clashed in recent 
months, China’s army announced.
Corporal Wang Ya Long was handed over 
early on Wednesday, the Chinese military 
said in a statement.
new delhi on Monday said it had detained 
Wang after he crossed into Indian-con-
trolled territory in the harsh mountainous 
area of Ladakh.
China said Wang had got “lost after being 
asked by herders to search for yaks”.
The two countries have moved tens of 
thousands of troops and weapons into the 
high-altitude region after a violent clash 
in June left 20 Indian soldiers dead and an 
unknown number of Chinese casualties.
Several rounds of talks have failed to 
significantly ease tensions.
The neighbours are now digging in for a 
harsh winter at an altitude of 4,200m, in a 
region where temperatures regularly fall 
below minus 30 degrees Celsius. AFP
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world
Nasa probe Osiris-Rex ‘boops’ 
asteroid Bennu in historic feat
A

FTER a four-year 
journey, the US Na-
tional Aeronautics 
and Space Admin-

istration’s (Nasa’s) robotic 
spacecraft Osiris-Rex briefly 
touched down on asteroid 
Bennu’s boulder-strewn sur-
face on Tuesday to collect 
rock and dust samples in a 
precision operation 330 mil-
lion kilometres from Earth.

The so-called “Touch-And-
Go” or TAG manoeuvre was 
managed by Lockheed Martin 
Space in Denver, Colorado, 
where at 6:12pm (2212 GMT) 
an announcer said: “Touch-
down declared. Sampling is 
in progress,” and scientists 
erupted in celebration.

The historic mission was 
12 years in the making and 
rested on a critical 16 second 
period where the spacecraft 
performed a delicate autono-
mous manoeuvre to grab its 
precious payload – at least 60g, 
or a candy-bar sized amount 
of regolith that scientists hope 
will help unravel the origins of 
our solar system.

If Osiris-Rex successfully 
comes home in September 
2023, it will have collected the 
largest sample returned from 
space since the Apollo era.

NASA scientist Michelle 
Thaller said: “We think we ac-
tually might be coming back 
with a baby picture of what 
the solar system was like, of 
what our chemistry was like, 
billions of years ago.

“We’re looking for our own 
origins out there, and that’s 
why we’ve gone so far to bring 
a bit of Bennu back.”

The spacecraft, about the 
size of a large van, slowed 
down to a crawl of just 10cm 

per second on the final phase 
of its descent into the Night-
ingale crater on the north 
pole of the asteroid, which is 
490m in diameter.

For size comparison, that is 
just a bit bigger than the Empire 
State building in New York City.

Osiris-Rex eased its robotic 
arm down to a target zone 
just 8m in diameter, then 
fired pressurised nitrogen to 
agitate the surface material 
and catch its sample.

Then the spacecraft fired its 

thrusters to back away from 
Bennu’s surface to complete 
what scientists playfully de-
scribed as a “boop”.

Mission control and the pub-
lic learned of all this about 18.5 
minutes later than it actually 
happened because of the time 
it takes for the signals to return 
from the space rock, which for 
the most part orbits between 
Venus and Mars.

The first images will only 
be available on Wednesday 
once the probe is further 

away and has a higher data 
transmission rate.

We will have to wait until Sat-
urday to find out if Osiris-Rex 
has succeeded in collecting the 
desired amount of dust.

Scientists want at least 60g 
but the spacecraft is capable 
of picking up as much as 2kg.

If it turns out the spacecraft 
didn’t collect enough, it will have 
another go on January 12, next 
year, at a backup site which is an-
other relatively boulder-free area 
near the rock’s equator. AFP

After a four-year journey, Nasa’s robotic spacecraft Osiris-Rex briefly touched down on asteroid Bennu’s 
boulder-strewn surface on Tuesday to collect rock and dust samples in a precision operation 330 million 
kilometres from Earth. NASA/GODDARD/ARIZONA STATE UNIVERSITY/AFP

The lawsuit filed in Washington contends that Google’s actions shut out competitors, 
and proposes that the court consider a range of remedies. AFP

US slaps Google with 
antitrust suit, eyes 
possible breakup

THE fiancee of journalist Ja-
mal Khashoggi sued Saudi 
Arabia’s crown prince and 
other officials on Tuesday in 
a US court, seeking damages 
for his brutal murder in Istan-
bul two years ago.

Turkish citizen Hatice Cen-
giz and the human rights 
group Khashoggi formed be-
fore his death, Democracy for 
the Arab World Now (Dawn), is 
pursuing Mohammed bin Sal-
man and 28 others for dam-
ages over the october 2, 2018 
killing of the US-based writer.

Cengiz claims personal 
injury and financial losses 
over Khashoggi’s death, while 
Dawn said its operations and 
objectives were hampered 
by the loss of its founder and 
central figure.

“The ruthless torture and 
murder of Mr Khashoggi 
shocked the conscience 
of people throughout the 
world,” the suit said.

“The objective of the mur-
der was clear – to halt Mr 
Khashoggi’s advocacy in the 
United States, principally 
as the executive director of 
plaintiff Dawn, for democrat-
ic reform in the Arab world.”

Khashoggi was killed in-
side Saudi Arabia’s Istanbul 
consulate and his body dis-
membered and disposed of 
by a team of Saudis allegedly 
directed by right-hand men 
of the crown prince.

After global expressions 
of outrage over the case and 
pressure from the US and 
Turkey, 13 Saudis were tried 
in Riyadh and sentenced to 
stiff prison terms.

But two top royal aides, 
deputy intelligence chief 
Ahmed al-Assiri and the royal 

court’s media chief Saud al-
Qahtani, were exonerated, 
despite links to the murder.

Both of the aides, those 
convicted in Saudi Arabia for 
the murder, and others tied 
to the plot were named in the 
lawsuit.

Cengiz and Dawn said they 
filed the suit in Washington 
federal court because they 
saw no chance for justice in 
Saudi Arabia, known for its 
opaque courts, and Turkish 
legal experts said the civil 
case would not go forward 
while Ankara pursues a crimi-
nal case over the murder.

A prominent critic of the 
Riyadh regime, Khashoggi 
has been living near Wash-
ington and working in part 
for The Washington Post 
when he was killed.

Cengiz said the two had 
wed under Islamic traditions 
and were preparing a civil 
marriage.

The suit alleges that the 
plot against him involved 
the Saudi embassy in Wash-
ington, which directed him 
to travel to Istanbul to ob-
tain the documents needed 
for their marriage.

It also says his murder 
damaged the operations 
of Dawn, which is based in 
Washington.

The defendants were “aware 
of Mr Khashoggi’s US ties and 
brutally killed Mr Khashoggi 
to silence him and prevent 
him from continuing in the 
United States his advocacy 
for democracy in the Arab 
world”, the suit said. AFP

Khashoggi fiancee 
sues Saudi prince 
in US over murder

www.phnompenhpost.com
ChECk ThE pOsT WEBsITE 
fOR BREAkING NEWs



11THE PHNOM PENH POST  october  22, 2020  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

ASEAN

LAoS has made remarkable 
progress in reducing poverty 
over the past 25 years, with the 
proportion of the population 
living in poverty falling by more 
than half, from 46 per cent in 
1993 to 18 per cent last year.

However, many recent gains 
made against poverty are 
threatened by the impact of 
the covid-19 pandemic on the 
Lao economy. the findings 
come from two reports just 
released by the Lao Statistics 
bureau and the World bank.

the reports were launched 
during an event in Vientiane 
on tuesday to mark World 
Statistics Day chaired by 
Lao Statistics bureau head 
Phonesaly Souksavath and 
World bank country manager 
for Laos Nicola Pontara.

the Poverty Profile in the 
Lao PDR is based on the lat-
est Lao expenditure and 
consumption Survey (LecS), 
carried out nationwide in 
2018-2019. the report was 
launched along with Poverty 
Assessment 2020: Catching 
Up and Falling Behind, which 
analyses the survey data in 
more depth and explores 
the factors behind emerging 
trends.

Data from the LecS shows 
that the national poverty 
headcount rate declined by 
6.3 per cent over six years, 
from 24.6 per cent in 2013 to 
18.3 per cent last year.

this means, however, that 
almost a fifth of Lao people are 
still living on incomes below 
the 2019 national poverty rate 
of 9,364 kip (US$1) per day.

Speaking at the meeting, 
Phonesaly said rising farm in-
comes and remittances had 
helped people in different parts 
of the country escape poverty.

She said: “rural areas have 
narrowed the poverty gap with 
urban areas, where poverty 
has fallen less quickly. Poverty 
declined notably in the south, 
thanks to cash crop produc-
tion, and in the north, where 

employment opportunities 
have become more common.”

At the same time, several 
factors have slowed down 
poverty reduction in different 
regions, with a scarcity of jobs 
outside the agricultural sector 
leading to an overall increase 
in inequality.

Wages have increased by al-
most 60 per cent for those with 
jobs, but many people have not 
been able to access the oppor-
tunities provided by employ-
ment. this is especially true in 
the central provinces, where 
poverty reduction has stalled.

Pontara said: “the data shows 
that most of the families un-
der the poverty line share one 
or more characteristics – their 
head of the household is from 
an ethnic minority group, has a 
low level of education, or has no 
access to employment.

“Government policies have 
helped narrow geographical 
income gaps. However, not 
enough jobs are being cre-
ated to distribute the benefits 
of economic growth equita-
bly”, he said.

According to both the Statis-
tics bureau and the World bank, 
the economic effects of covid-
19 pose a severe challenge to 
efforts to end poverty in Laos. 
the pandemic has brought an 
unprecedented employment 
shock, putting pressure on an 
already-weak job market.

At the same time, the return 
of migrant workers, particular-
ly from thailand, has led to a 
substantial fall in remittances.

the Poverty Assessment 
report estimates that poverty 
will increase by 1.4 to 3.1 per 
cent this year, compared to 
the 0.6 per cent decline that 
would have been expected 
with no covid-19.

Given these challenges, a 
broad set of interventions, 
targeting different groups 
of the poor, will be required 
to restore poverty reduction 
momentum in Laos. VIENTIANE 

TIMES/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Poverty rates in Laos 
continue to decline but 
progress under threat

efforts underway in VN for 
recovery after floods kill 132
A

UtHorItIeS in 
Vietnam’s central 
provinces have mo-
bilised all available 

forces to help flood victims re-
cover, while another storm has 
formed in the east Sea which 
is expected to bring more rain 
in the coming days.

Data from the National 
Steering committee for Storm 
and Flood Prevention and 
control shows that as of Mon-
day, 132 people were killed 
and 27 others were still miss-
ing due to the floods and land-
slides in the central region.

Floods have also destroyed 
nearly 7,000ha of crops, swept 
away over 685,000 domestic 
fowls and damaged or sub-
merged many national high-
ways in central localities.

At a meeting held in Hanoi 
on tuesday morning, Na-
tional Steering committee for 
Natural Disaster Prevention 
and control’s Standing office 
deputy chief Vu Xuan thanh 
urged relevant agencies and 
authorities of localities to 
continue carrying out rescue 
measures and help local peo-
ple recover after the flood and 
soon resume their lives.

Authorities of central locali-
ties have mobilised all available 
forces to help flood victims re-
pair and clean houses, schools, 
fix damaged roads and areas 
affected by landslides.

At the meeting, thanh said 
a low tropical pressure system 
had developed into a storm on 
tuesday morning. the storm, 
Saudel, was 330km east of the 
Luzon Island of the Philippines 
at 7am (0000 GMt) on tuesday.

It is moving in the west and 
northwestern direction at a 
speed of 20-25km/h and was 
forecast to enter the east Sea 
on Wednesday. the storm is 
expected to be 740km off the 
east and southeast of Hoang 
Sa Island.

thanh urged relevant agen-
cies and localities to keep a close 

watch over the development of 
the storm, promptly inform 
owners of vessels operating off-
shore and prepare measures to 
cope with the storm.

Meanwhile, floodwaters in 
rivers in central provinces are 
receding, leaving high risks 
of erosion, according to the 
National centre for Hydro-
Meteorological Forecasting.

central provinces from Ha 
tinh to Quang Ngai on tues-
day experienced rainfall of 
80-150mm, while Ha tinh and 
Quang binh provinces had 
very heavy rain with rainfall 
of 300mm or even 600mm.

Due to prolonged heavy 
rains, the water level in differ-
ent rivers in the central region 
such as the Ngan Sau, Gianh, 
Kien Giang and bo have fluc-
tuated around the second 
warning level.

It is forecast that central areas 

face a very high risk of land-
slides in mountainous districts.

Wide-scale flooding will 
continue to be seen in urban 
areas of Ha tinh and Quang 
binh provinces. Natural di-
saster risks caused by floods, 
flash floods and landslides 
are at the third warning level.

by tuesday, many places in 
Ha tinh province were still 
isolated by flooding.

thousands of households 
in cam Xuyen and thach 
Ha districts and Ha tinh city 
were submerged.

A Vietnam News Agency cor-
respondent observed a great 
number of vehicles stuck for 
many hours because thach 
Ha and cam Xuyen districts 
were flooded, preventing ve-
hicles from moving.

Nguyen Van Sau, deputy 
chairman of the thach Ha 
District People’s committee, 

said the district assigned all 
canoes and boats to deeply 
flooded places to provide lo-
cal residents with food and 
not let them suffer from hun-
ger and cold.

Local authorities in Ha tinh 
province plan to evacuate more 
than 45,000 residents living 
downstream of Ke Go reservoir 
as the water level is rising.

reservoir levels have been 
almost a metre higher than 
normal due to prolonged tor-
rential rain. While facing water 
flow from upstream, the Ke Go 
reservoir has released water at 
900 cubic metres per second 
since Monday morning.

by tuesday, the Hanoi Father-
land Front committee received 
donations from 55 organisa-
tions with total money of more 
than 22 billion dong ($946,000) 
and other essential goods. VIET 

NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Authorities in central Vietnam have mobilised all available forces to help flood victims repair and clean 
houses and schools and fix damaged roads in areas affected by landslides. afp

Indonesia calls for shared responsibility on rohingya
JAKArtA is treading carefully be-
tween urging inclusive talks and 
shared responsibility in the rohing-
ya response, with Western powers 
looking to raise funds for the refu-
gee crisis this week just as another 
boatload of asylum seekers enters 
Indonesian waters.

the US, the UK, the eU and the UN 
High commissioner for refugees were 
set to co-host a donor conference on 
thursday to promote support for 
rohingya refugees and host countries 
amid significant funding gaps made 
worse by the covid-19 pandemic.

Hundreds of thousands ethnic 
rohingya – mostly Muslims – have 
fled Myanmar for neighbouring 
bangladesh to avoid persecution fol-
lowing a massive military crackdown 
in 2017, which UN investigators 
described as bearing “genocidal 
intent”. Similar pledging conferences 
have been held annually since then.

As critics point to the slow response 
to the crisis, Indonesia continues to seek 
an alternative to the ineffective isolating 
of fellow ASeAN member Myanmar, 
which denies the allegations.

Febrian ruddyard, the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs’ director-general for 
multilateral cooperation, said recent-
ly: “What Indonesia tries to avoid the 
most is that a conference is put 
together that isn’t inclusive, meaning 
that if we want to talk about the 
rohingya, we [have to] talk about their 
country of origin [first], and then the 
people [in other places or] in transit.

“Whenever I think about the aid – 
whatever it may be – it becomes 
something of concern for us when it 
is not inclusive.”

Indonesian diplomats have con-
tinuously sought to find a balance 
between engaging Myanmar criti-
cally and employing constructive 
solutions, to the behest of many 
international critics.

It has chosen a patient approach to 
understanding the complex ethnic 
makeup and history of Myanmar, a 
stance not shared by many in the 
West, but the pressure is on to shore 
up clear results.

Febrian insisted that the rohingya 
issue was first and foremost an effort 
to repatriate people who left their 

country and provide them with a 
security guarantee to return.

He said: “How can we exercise that 
which must involve various parties, 
especially when the country that will 
play a very major role – Myanmar 
itself – is not involved?

“We can measure the seriousness of 
a meeting through the extent of its 
inclusiveness. Is it going to be just 
another ‘name and shame’ event or do 
we really want to solve the problem?”

the latest figures show that some 
860,000 rohingyas stay in camps in 
cox’s bazar, making it the world’s 
largest refugee settlement. other 
countries in the region together host 
up to an additional 150,000 refugees, 
while an estimated 600,000 still live 
in Myanmar’s rakhine state.

UK Secretary of State for Foreign, 
commonwealth and Development 
Affairs Dominic raab said in a state-
ment: “the rohingya people have 
faced horrific brutality and were 
forced to flee their homes in the worst 
circumstances imaginable.

“We have taken action against the 
architects of this systemic violence, 

including through sanctions, and we 
will continue to hold those responsi-
ble to account.”

Meanwhile on Monday, Amnesty 
International Indonesia executive direc-
tor Usman Hamid urged Indonesian 
authorities to rescue approximately 250 
ethnic rohingya people who were 
reportedly sighted near Aceh.

He said in a statement: “We 
received reports that the authorities 
are planning to deny them. this 
cannot be justified. refusing entry 
and sending them back to the high 
seas is against Indonesia’s interna-
tional obligations.

“their boat must be allowed to 
enter and land on a nearby shore and 
the refugees must be saved and pro-
vided basic needs.”

Unlike most countries, including 
the US, the UK and Australia, Indo-
nesia is not a party to the 1951 refu-
gee convention nor the 1967 Protocol 
relating to the Status of refugees, 
which means it is not legally required 
to take in and take care of refugees.

However, in the last few months 
Indonesia has rescued and taken in 

395 rohingya people who were adrift 
at sea on cramped boats. the first 
group was rescued by fishermen in 
Aceh on June 24, while the second 
arrived on September 7.

Indonesia has repeatedly said it has 
gone above and beyond the call of 
duty when it comes to taking in refu-
gees, particularly the rohingya.

However, authorities have so far 
failed to act on illicit trafficking oper-
ations in Southeast Asia, which the 
refugees often return to when they 
want to leave the transit country.

Achsanul Habib, the foreign minis-
try’s director for human rights, said: 
“From Indonesia’s perspective, I 
think we will raise our concerns in 
terms of the refugee management in 
our country, not only for the rohingya 
refugees who just arrived recently but 
in the overall handling of refugees in 
transit countries like ours, who real-
ly need the existing mandate to be 
carried out firmly and seriously by 
state parties to the 1951 convention, 
as well as the active role of the UNH-
cr as a refugee agency.” THE JAKARTA 

POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK
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Y
oU probably think that the 
most important person in a 
restaurant is the chef. After 
all, a good one can make 

excellent dishes that will attract 
hordes of hungry diners.

but it seems not all chefs are equal 
– some of those in dim sum restau-
rants in china have become the first 
batch of workers to get the boot 
because they are being replaced by 
machines that can supposedly churn 
out dumplings that are just as good.

A key reason is that these chefs earn 
the highest pay – some 10,000 yuan 
($1,500) a month compared with wait-
ers, who earn about 1,600 yuan.

to save on costs, these restaurants 
turn to dumpling machines, which 
cost only 26,800 yuan apiece. the 
machines do not need rest or staff 
welfare and even come with a one-
year guarantee for breakdowns.

their manufacturers note that so 
long as you key in the correct por-
tions of ingredients, the machines 
can roll out dumplings with a con-
sistency in quality that an average 
chef will find hard to match all day.

though it may be considered sacri-
lege to use such a machine to replace 
the top chefs of fine dining restau-
rants, owners of chain eateries are 
happy to embrace such technology 
as it means immediate savings of 
almost 98,000 yuan a year per chef.

that is only in year one – so long as 
the machine continues to function, it 
will continue to save more on wages.

What about the waiters? Some res-
taurants in china are also replacing 
them with robot servers, not because 
they are cheaper, but because it is a 
job shunned by many people.

It costs about 3,000 yuan a month to 
rent a robot that can take food to tables.

Indeed, many restaurants prefer 
humans to robots as waiters, especially 
if they can provide great service that can 
charm regular customers back often.

While it may still be years before 
robots can effectively replace human 
workers, the experience in china 
should make both employers and 
workers elsewhere ponder over how 
technology and innovation can be 
used to increase productivity and 
save on manpower costs.

this is especially so if certain jobs 
are seen as less desirable.

It brings to mind the recent debate 
on whether Singapore should have a 
minimum wage policy so that menial 
workers such as cleaners can be a paid 
a base salary that is mandated by law.

though the intention to pay low-in-
come workers more is a noble one, any 
legal intervention to employers’ inher-
ent rights to run their own businesses 
is likely to produce undesirable results.

Assistant professor Justin Leung of 
the Department of Strategy and Policy 
at the National University of Singa-
pore business School says that even if 
there is a minimum wage policy, there 
is nothing stopping employers from 
adjusting to the changes to ameliorate 
the increase in labour costs.

For instance, increasing minimum 
wages in the US has led to employers 
offering part-time options to the 
same employees or even cutting back 
staff numbers.

Income aside – even if the pay is rea-
sonable, as it is in china – how many of 
today’s young people would want to 
take on “minimum wage” jobs?

No one aspires to be a cleaner in 
old age, but there is no guarantee 
that there will not be a new genera-
tion of cleaners in a decade or two if 
today’s younger folks are not careful 
in saving and retirement planning.

If so, the key question that all 
employees should ask is: How can I 
future-proof myself?

take two of the most popular gig 
economy jobs favoured by many 
young people in Singapore – driving 
for ride-hailing companies and deliv-
ering for e-commerce firms.

If you have been keeping up with 
the news, you would know that the 
ultimate aim of these companies is to 
have self-driving autonomous vehi-
cles as well as drones that will be able 
to deliver to customers directly.

this scenario may still be years 
away, but are these workers prepared 
for such a reality?

the money may be good now – 
some reportedly earn S$6,000 
(US$4,400) or more a month – but 

any financial planner will tell you 
that such freelance jobs are not sus-
tainable in the long run.

No employment benefits
Gig workers in Singapore are con-

sidered self-employed and thus do 
not enjoy central Provident Fund 
(cPF) contributions and medical 
coverage that normal employees 
receive. they also have no annual 
leave, and therefore no income on 
the days they do not work.

So they would do well to make cPF 
contributions for themselves or risk 
not having a safety net if they do not 
save enough for old age.

No job promotions 
Long-serving drivers and delivery 

men will not hit managerial grades 
that are often open to experienced 
employees. Indeed, for such jobs, age 
is a weakness, as the older they are, 
the less likely they will be able to 
work longer hours.

Unlike normal employees who expect 
career and income progression with 
experience, gig workers are likely to see 
their incomes decline as they age.

Does this mean that these are 
dead-end jobs?

Not necessarily, if such workers 
heed the national call to reskill, 
upgrade and do better, as this will 
provide an opportunity for a new 
career, even as one door closes.

If the competition is likely to come 
from self-driving vehicles, then 
humans should look into how they can 
perform tasks beyond ferrying people 
and goods from one point to another.

Perhaps Singapore workers can 

again take a leaf out of china’s book – 
the lockdowns amid the pandemic 
have given rise to a new kind of job – 
condominium butlers who help in all 
kinds of errands and household 
chores for residents.

these jobs are very high in demand 
now as many condominiums across 
the country are rushing to set up such 
services, sparking a share market 
boom for employment companies.

the income for such workers is like-
ly to be decent since there is such high 
demand. Good workers are expected 
to earn even more if they receive gen-
erous tips from happy customers.

While the concept of condo butlers 
may not take off here yet, the idea of 
a personal concierge may be relevant 
as the Singapore population ages.

Imagine calling for a driver who 
will not only drive you to meet your 
friends, but will also help you do your 
shopping and other errands while 
you are having fun.

Many retired bosses, who can afford to 
pay, will certainly see the benefits of 
such ad hoc services as they have grown 
used to being served and driven around.

the lesson here is that future-
proofing means looking ahead and 
identifying the value and benefits 
you can provide that will make you 
better than robots.

So if you truly like driving, why not 
train to be a “transporter” – the fic-
tional superdriver-cum-bodyguard 
for hire made famous by action star 
Jason Statham, who often saves the 
day for his passengers?

Now which billionaire will not pay 
top dollar to have you by his side? THE 

STRAITS TIMES (SINGAPORE)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

opinion
Tan Ooi Bun

Future-proofing yourself against robots

Employers are taking notice of cost savings associated with hiring robots over people. AfP



FROM monitoring vital signs to filter-
ing filthy air and even translating 
speech into other languages, the 
coronavirus-fuelled boom in mask-
wearing has spawned an unusual 
range of high-tech face coverings.

As masks become the norm world-
wide, tech companies and research-
ers are rolling out weird and won-
derful models to both guard 
against infection and cash in on 
a growing trend.

One of the wackiest comes 
from Japan, where start-up 
Donut Robotics has created 
a face covering that helps 
users adhere to social dis-
tancing and also acts as a 
translator.

The “C-Face” mask 
works by transmitting 
a wearer’s speech to 
a smartphone via 
an app, and allows 
people to have a 
conversation while 
keeping up to 10m 
apart. 

“Despite the coronavirus, we some-
times need to meet directly with each 
other,” Donut Robotics CEO Taisuke 
Ono told AFP. 

The lightweight silicone device 
could have immediate benefits for 
people such as doctors who want 

to communicate with patients 
from a distance, the 

company says. 
I t  c a n 

t r a n s l a t e 
s p e e c h 

from Japa-
nese into 

English, Kore-
an and other 

languages – a 
function that 

will become more useful once travel 
restrictions are eventually eased.

But it does not offer protection from 
Covid-19 on its own, and is designed 
to be worn over a regular face cover-
ing when it goes on sale in February 
for about 4,000 yen ($40).

Donut Robotics raised nearly 100 
million yen via crowdfunding to 

develop it, a success Ono believes 
was driven by a desire for innova-

tions to make life easier during the 
pandemic.

“We may be able to fight the virus 
with technology, with human wis-
dom,” he said.

Another face mask developed in 
Singapore (pictured, AFP) is aimed at 
protecting medics treating Covid-19 
patients.

It has sensors that monitor body 
temperature, heart rate, blood pressure 
and blood oxygen levels, and relay data 
to a smartphone via Bluetooth. 

“Many of these frontline workers 
will be exposed to patients when 

they are taking their vital signs,” 
Loh Xian Jun, one of the scien-

tists behind the invention, told AFP.
“This poses a health risk to the 

nurses, and we wanted to think about 
a way to reduce such risk.”

Its inventors say the device could 
also monitor vital signs of migrant 
workers in crowded dormitories, 
which incubated massive virus out-
breaks in the city-state this year.

They hope to trial it in the near future 
and market it commercially.

For those seeking to combat the 
effects of pollution in smog-choked 
cities, South Korea’s LG Electronics 
has developed an air purifier mask.

The futuristic white device, which 
fits snugly around the wearer’s 
mouth, nose and chin, is equipped 
with two filters on either side and 
fans to aid airflow.

The filters are similar to those in 
the company’s home air purifiers, 
and can block 99.95 per cent of 
harmful particles.

Thousands have already been made 
available to medical staff and it will 
also be rolled out in shops in the 
future, the company says. afp
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Covid-19 on her 
mind, ‘Weeping 
Mother’ from 
Mexico returns
A 

D I S C O N S O L AT E 
mother dressed 
in white wanders 
through Mexico City’s 

floating gardens looking for her 
children killed by the coronavi-
rus, in a pandemic-era adapta-
tion of a legend rooted in Aztec 
mythology.

The traditional play La Llo-
rona (The Weeping Woman) 
returns to the UNESCO World 
Heritage Site of Xochimilco 
ahead of the Day of the Dead 
with a poignant tribute to the 
victims of Covid-19.

The ghost with flowing black 
hair, who according to legend re-
appears every year searching for 
her downed children, has spread 
throughout Latin America.

“It’s dedicated to the mem-
ory of all the people who left 
without saying goodbye to 
their loved ones and for all the 
families who have suffered this 
loss,” Nayeli Cortes, who has 
played the role of the weeping 
mother for 11 years, told AFP.

Measures such as face masks 
made of transparent plastic or 
cloth and a smaller audience 
enabled the 27-year-old perfor-
mance and its flamboyant cos-
tumes to survive the pandemic.

The coronavirus has killed 
86,000 people in Mexico, one of 
the world’s highest tolls, and as 
in other countries kept people 
apart from their families.

“Not being able to hug, 
hold hands or kiss [relatives] 
is very frustrating and that’s 
why right now it’s dedicated 

to them,” said stage director 
Maria Luisa Castillo.

“We know that they are here 
with us and it is the homage 
that we can give them, and 
also to tell them, ‘Here we are. 
We remember you. You will 
never be forgotten.’”

According to experts, the leg-
end of the wandering ghost was 
first documented around 1550.

It is associated with sup-
posed dire omens prior to the 
Spanish conquest that predict-
ed the end of the Tenochtitlan 
empire 500 years ago.

The audience watched the 
show from the gondolas that 
ply the canals of Xochimilco, 
which usually attracts about a 
million tourists a year but was 
shut for almost six months 
due to the pandemic.

Hugo Cruz, a 46-year-old 
driver, said that it was impor-
tant to keep the legend alive 
for future generations.

“If we don’t instil [the tradi-
tions] in our children then it’s 
going to be lost,” he said.

“I think that we’re the only 
country that worships death 
in this way.”

The Day of the Dead, cel-
ebrated in Mexico on the first 
two days of November, is be-
lieved to be when the gateway 
separating the living and the 
deceased opens.

This year the festival known 
for its bright colours and elab-
orate costumes will be a more 
subdued, scaled down affair 
due to the pandemic. afp

Dancers representing Mexican indigenous people perform in the La Llorona folk play. afp

La Llorona was staged at the UNESCO World Heritage Site of Xochimilco ahead of the Day of the Dead, which is celebrated November 1-2. afp

Translation tools, air purifiers: face masks go high-tech
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Desert plants
  6 Shah Jahan’s building site
 10 GOP rival
 13 Hearing-related
 14 Opposing sides
 15 Martial arts school
 16 They may break your bones?
 19 Large handbag
 20 Beginning of a conclusion
 21 Draw forth
 22 Abbreviation meaning “and 

others”
 24 Type of pine
 25 Honey holder
 27 Open truck
 31 Leave out in pronunciation
 33 Guided trip
 34 Employed
 38 Furniture maker’s adhesive
 41 Dispatched
 42 Cambodian coin
 43 Fingerprint part
 44 Airline passenger status, 

sometimes
 46 Remote control abbr.
 47 Grassy Argentine plains
 51 Poker buy-in

 53 Lacking human warmth
 54 All 52 cards
 57 Difficult duty
 60 Dairy offering
 63 “___ Tu” (’70s hit)
 64 Prefix meaning “trillion”
 65 Certain Arabian Peninsula native
 66 Hotel units (abbr.)
 67 Container of pre-plumbing days
 68 Imitative birds
DOWN
  1 Start fishing
  2 Prefix for “pilot”
  3 Touchstone
  4 “Be silent,” in music
  5 Sort or kind
  6 Whence to admire from, for some
  7 Bad sound at a talent show
  8 Modernize, as a room
  9 Biblical mount
 10 Car trick, briefly
 11 Kick out
 12 Take one’s time walking
 15 Winged one in Wonderland
 17 Do a spokesperson’s job
 18 Watch the bar or the goal
 23 Words on Marine posters
 24 Adjust letter spacing in type

 25 Rosh Hashanah observers
 26 ___ vera
 28 Open central courts
 29 Kind of booth or opposition
 30 Muscleman’s pride
 32 Banned insecticide’s letters
 34 Vocalized grunt
 35 Native of Ljubljana
 36 Widely used currency
 37 Farmer’s locale in song
 39 Uneaten morsels
 40 Acting lover of Charles II
 44 Sometimes-cracked container
 45 One way to cook clams
 47 It loses to scissors
 48 Car buyer’s option
 49 Memorable Heston role
 50 They’re often placed on the back 

burner
 52 The Who’s rock opera
 54 Obtained water from a well
 55 Ireland, another way
 56 Powerful businessperson
 58 Arm bone
 59 Helicopter runners
 61 All-terrain vehicle, briefly
 62 One of baseball’s DiMaggio 

brothers

“ATTACHMENTS” 

Wednesday’s solution

Wednesday’s solution

Around 190 movies will be shown at this year’s festival and only once each, compared to the typical 300-odd 
films played multiple times – an 80 per cent cut in total screenings. BIFF/AFP

Asia’s biggest film fest 
opens, a shadow of 
its pre-pandemic self
A

N anthology paying 
cinematic tribute to 
Hong Kong was the 
highlight Wednesday 

on the opening day of Asia’s 
biggest film festival, which has 
been forced largely online by 
the coronavirus pandemic.

the busan International 
Film Festival (bIFF) usually 
sees a host of stars and in-
dustry players from Asia and 
elsewhere descend on the 
port city for 10 days of critical 
consideration and financial 
deal-making.

but strict conditions imposed 
this year due to the pandemic 
mean that while socially-dis-
tanced screenings are taking 
place, there are no opening or 
closing ceremonies, no red-car-
pet parades, no after-parties or 
outdoor fan events.

even so the fact it is taking 
place at all contrasts with the 
many international festivals 
have gone online-only, while 
some – such as cannes – have 
been cancelled altogether.

this year marks bIFF’s 25th 
anniversary and comes after 
home-grown director bong 
Joon-ho’s historic oscar win 
for the dark comedy Parasite 
in February – the first time 
a foreign-language film has 
won top accolades in Holly-
wood.

Around 190 movies will be 
shown at this year’s festival 
and only once each, com-
pared to the typical 300-odd 
films played multiple times 
– an 80 per cent cut in total 
screenings.

Viewers have to wear masks 
and only a quarter of theatre 
seats are being made available.

A trickle of moviegoers – 
outnumbered by staff – made 
their way into the busan cin-
ema center for the first shows 
on Wednesday, where hand 
sanitisers, Qr codes and 
temperature screening were 
mandatory on the way in.

“It’s a shame that it’s been 
scaled down so much,” said 
busan resident and festival 
regular Ahn tae-jeong, 30. 
“I’m very down that I’m going 
to miss a lot of movies that I 
wanted to watch.”

the official opening film was 
the world premiere – one of 70 
this year – of Septet: The Story 
of Hong Kong, a multi-director 
anthology that pays tribute to 
the territory from the 1950s to 
the present.

Directed by tsui Hark, Ann 
Hui, Patrick tam, Johnnie to, 
Yuen Wo Ping, ringo Lam and 
Sammo Hung, the movie was 
shot on film to honour the gold-
en age of Hong Kong cinema, 
from the 1960s to the 1990s.

the former british colony 
was once the regional cin-
ematic powerhouse, produc-
ing as many as 200 canton-
ese-language films a year that 
were devoured by cinema-go-
ers across Asia and beyond.

“It was an era of ‘one hun-
dred flowers blooming’ – the 
free expression of art – that 
nurtured numerous movie 
talents,” production com-
pany Media Asia Film Hong 
Kong said in a statement.

but since the 1997 handover 
to china, the city’s movie 
studios have gone into de-
cline, eclipsed by flashier and 
wealthier rivals on the main-
land and in South Korea.

‘Very special feeling’
Most bIFF components – in-

cluding judging, press confer-
ences, film and project mar-
kets and discussion forums 
– will still be held during the 
festival, but only online.

“It will certainly be a differ-
ent festival this year,” Jason 

bechervaise, a professor at 
Korea Soongsil cyber Univer-
sity, told AFP.

organisers have also sched-
uled some 45 screening talks 
– far fewer than normal – but 
featuring only South Korean 
filmmakers and actors. 

South Korea imposes a 
strict two-week quarantine 
on most arrivals, making 
short visits impractical, so or-
ganisers have not invited for-
eigners – although some will 
participate online.

“We are doing our very best 
to offer what’s most essential 
while following covid-19 safety 
measures,” bIFF programme 
director Nam Dong-chul said.

“We think what’s most im-
portant about film festivals is 
to screen movies at movie the-
atres, as cinema is an art form 
that requires big screens.” 

but the compromises have 
left some people dismayed.

“I’ve attended a number 
of online movie talks since 
covid, and I have to say they 
are just dreadful,” said film-
maker Kim So-young, a pro-
fessor who has not missed an 
edition of bIFF in 10 years.

“You just can’t connect with 
your viewers the way you do 
in theatres, especially after 
the lights are back on after a 
screening,” she said. 

“there is a very special feel-
ing that comes from knowing 
that you are with people who 
just finished watching your 
film.” AFP

This year marks BIFF’s 25th anniversary and follows home-grown director 
Bong Joon-ho’s historic Oscar win for the dark comedy Parasite. yONHAP/AFP
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LA Dodgers 
defeat rays in 
WS game one 
with Kershaw

c
LAYtoN Kershaw 
pitched a post-sea-
son gem and Mook-
ie betts backed him 

up with a scintillating offen-
sive effort as the Los Angeles 
Dodgers beat the tampa bay 
rays 8-3 in game one of the 
116th World Series.

Kershaw, a three-time cy 
Young Award-winner and fu-
ture Hall of Famer whose lack-
luster post-season record puts 
him under the microscope this 
time of year, was rock-solid as 
the Dodgers seized the initia-
tive in Major League baseball’s 
best-of-seven championship 
showcase, being played this 
pandemic-disrupted year at 
the neutral site of Globe Life 
Field in Arlington, texas.

the 32-year-old lefthander 
surrendered two hits – in-
cluding one home run – with 
eight strikeouts and one walk 
in six innings.

betts boosted the Dodgers’ 
bid for their first World Series 
title since 1988 with a solo 
home run and a World Series 
record-equalling two stolen 
bases in one inning.

cody bellinger, whose solo 
homer was crucial to the 
Dodgers’ 4-3 series-clinching 
win over Atlanta in the Na-
tional League championship 
Series, came through again 

with a two-run homer off 
rays starter tyler Glasnow.

“It’s awesome, it’s great to 
get this series going with a 
win,” said Kershaw, who en-
dured World Series disap-
pointment with the Dodgers 
in 2017 and 2018.

“It’s always important to 
get that first game in a series, 
and just for me personally, it’s 
awesome, to pitch well and 
get a win in a World Series.”

Kershaw gave up a leadoff 
single to Yandi Diaz to open the 
game and needed 20 pitches to 
get out of the first inning.

that included a walk to 
randy Arozarena that moved 
Diaz to second, but Kershaw 
struck out Hunter renfroe 
and induced a ground out 
from Manuel Margo to end 
the danger, launching a run 
of 13 straight batters retired.

“I was fortunate to get out 
of the first inning without any 
runs,” Kershaw said. “then after 
that I locked it in a little better.”

Glasnow surrendered just 
one hit through three innings, 
but bellinger broke through 
with one out in the fourth, 
seizing upon a 98 mph first-
pitch fastball from Glasnow 
and sending it 378 feet over 
the right centerfield wall for 
a home run that also scored 
Max Muncy – who walked to 

open the inning and reached 
second on a wild pitch.

‘Special’ Betts 
Kershaw gave up a homer to 

Kevin Kiermaier in the top of 
the fifth.

the Dodgers responded in 
the bottom of the fifth, when 
betts made Glasnow pay for 
a leadoff walk, stealing two 
bases and scoring as Max 
Muncy reached first base on a 
fielder’s choice and betts beat 
the throw to home.

“Stolen bases are a thing for 

me,” said betts, who helped the 
boston red Sox beat the Dodg-
ers in the 2018 World Series 
and was traded to Los Angeles 
prior to this season. “that’s 
how I create runs and create 
havoc on the basepaths.

“once I get on the basepaths 
I’m just trying to get home.”

After Will Smith singled to 
drive in a run, rays manager 
Kevin cash pulled Glasnow for 
ryan Yarbrough, who surren-
dered run-scoring singles to 
chris taylor and enrique Her-
nandez that pushed the Dodg-

ers’ lead to 6-1 through five.
Glasnow departed having 

given up three hits and six 
runs and a particularly dam-
aging six walks.

“Not discouraging,” rays 
manager Kevin cash said. 
“Disappointing, yeah [but] we 
bounce right back like we’ve 
done multiple times this year 
and look to find a way to win 
a game tomorrow.”

Kershaw retired three straight 
in the top of the sixth, and betts 
greeted rays relief pitcher Josh 
Fleming with a leadoff homer 

in the bottom of the frame.
“Mookie’s pretty special,” Ker-

shaw said. “He does things on 
the baseball field that not many 
people can do, and he does it 
consistently, which I think sep-
arates him from other guys.”

the Dodgers piled it on with 
run-scoring doubles from 
Justin turner and Muncy.

the rays pulled back two 
runs in the seventh on singles 
from Mike brosseau and Ki-
ermaier, but the rays rally 
stalled when Mike Zunino hit 
into a double play. afp

barca’s back with five-goal drubbing of Ferencvaros
bArceLoNA exorcised some of their 
champions League demons by 
thrashing Hungarian minnows Fer-
encvaros 5-1 on tuesday, in their first 
european game since last season’s 
humiliation by bayern Munich. 

Lionel Messi scored a penalty before 
the 17-year-old Ansu Fati contributed 
to two brilliant goals, volleying in one 
for himself and then setting up another 
for Philippe coutinho. 

barca’s defensive frailties were 
never far away at camp Nou and 
Gerard Pique was sent off before the 
hour for preventing tokmac Nguen 
from finishing in the penalty area. 

Ihor Kharatin converted the spot-
kick but late goals from Pedri and 
ousamane Dembele ended any 
hopes of a comeback and gave bar-
celona some much-needed momen-
tum ahead of Saturday’s clasico in La 
Liga against real Madrid. 

“We go into it with the maximum 
motivation possible,” said Fati. “It’s a 
clasico, a game I have always 
dreamed of playing in.”

A big win also puts them top of 
Group G but Pique’s red card means 
he will miss next week’s game away 
at Juventus, who had earlier beaten 
Dynamo Kiev. 

that game in turin will be a great-
er test of barca’s capabilities under 
new coach ronald Koeman but at 
least his players were smiling again, 
67 days on from their 8-2 embarrass-
ment in Lisbon. 

Fati was the star, his goal making 

him the first player under the age of 
18 to have scored twice in the cham-
pions League. 

but it was a good night for barcelona’s 
youngsters overall, as Francisco trin-
cao, preferred to Antoine Griezmann 
down the right, impressed, before 
another 17-year-old Pedri came on to 

score his first goal for the club. 
It made barca the first team ever to 

have two goalscorers aged 17 or 
younger in a champions League fix-
ture and it remains to be seen if 
Griezmann regains his place against 
real Madrid this weekend.

“Griezmann didn’t play but that’s 

nothing to do with the clasico,” said 
Koeman.

Fati impresses 
Ferencvaros, coached by former 

Dynamo and tottenham striker Sergiy 
rebrov, came through four qualifying 
rounds to become the first Hungarian 

side to make the group stage in 11 years. 
they created several good openings, 

starting early as Nguen found the top 
corner only to be ruled offside and Isael 
rattled the crossbar from eight yards. 

but barca were threatening as well 
and when a weaving Messi was final-
ly brought down at the third attempt, 
he was able finish from the spot and 
make it 16 seasons in a row scoring 
in the champions League.

Fati, set up by the busy trincao down 
the right, was denied by an excellent 
save and Messi hit the crossbar from a 
one-on-one, although the flag was up. 

eldar civic could have equalised 
for Ferencvaros and they were pun-
ished as Fati set back to Frenkie de 
Jong before scampering in behind 
and volleying in the Dutchman’s 
looped pass over the top. 

Fati helped make it three shortly 
after half-time as Messi found him on 
the edge of the box. Fati back-ped-
dled to make space and flicked the 
ball behind his standing leg out to 
coutinho, who shot inside the post. 

Pique protested but could have few 
complaints when he dragged down 
Nguen, who would surely have scored 
after racing clear. 

Kharatin converted the penalty and 
there might have been a nervy finish 
if Nguen’s shot was not well-blocked 
by the sliding clement Lenglet. 

Instead, Pedri, on as a substitute, 
tucked in his first and barca’s fourth, 
with Dembele making it five with one 
minute left. afp

Mookie Betts celebrates after hitting a solo home run as the Dodgers dominated Tampa Bay 8-3 in game one of the 116th World Series. afp

Lionel Messi dribbles through defenders as Barcelona exorcised their Champions League demons of last year. afp
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tHe Los Angeles clippers an-
nounced tuesday that tyronn 
Lue (pictured, AFP) has been 
promoted from assistant to 
head coach, replacing Doc riv-
ers,  who was fired last month.

“We conducted a thorough 
search and spoke with fantastic 
candidates. We found that the 
best choice for our team was 
already in our building,” said 
clippers president Lawrence 
Frank on tuesday. “As head 
coach, ty will put a unique im-
print on the organization, and 
drive us to new heights.”

the clippers are expected 
to introduce the 43-year-old 
Lue as the new head coach 
at a news conference on 
Wednesday. No details of his 
contract were released but 
the US media is reporting the 
two sides are working on a 
five-year deal.

“the pieces we need are in 
place – committed ownership, 
smart manage-
ment, and elite 
talent, on and 
off the court, 
in the NbA’s 
best mar-
ket,” Lue 
said in 
a state-
ment. 

“ M y 
f a m i l -

iarity with the organisation, 
particularly [team owner Steve 
ballmer] and Lawrence, con-
firmed this is where I want to be. 

“We have work to do to be-
come champions, but we have 
the motivation, the tools, and 
the support to get there. I’m 
excited to get started.”

Lue was the clippers’ assistant 
coach to rivers, who earlier this 
month was hired as the Philadel-
phia 76ers’ head coach.

rivers was sacked after LA 
squandered a 3-1 lead and 
dropped a second-round play-
off series against the Denver 
Nuggets. 

Lue was head coach in cleve-
land when they captured the 

NbA champi-
onship with 

L e b r o n 
J a m e s 
in 2016. 

afp

clippers hire tyronn 
Lue as new head coach

Almeida still in pink jersey at Giro
PortUGAL’S Joao Almeida 
ensured he will wear the pink 
jersey for a 14th consecutive 
day after defending his over-
all race lead on tuesday on 
the Giro d’Italia’s 16th stage 
won by Slovenian Jan tratnik.

tratnik, a 30-year-old bah-
rain McLaren rider, crossed 
the line seven seconds ahead 
of Australian ben o’connor, 
after the run from Udine on 
the border with Slovenia.

Almeida finished nearly 13 
minutes off the pace among 
the peloton of favourites but 
gained a valuable two sec-
onds on Dutch rival Wilco 
Kelderman.

the race finishes in Milan 
on october 25.

“Sometimes the best de-
fence is to attack,” said the 
Deceuninck-Quick-Step rider. 

“In the end I was feeling 
good and I attacked, gaining 
a few seconds.”

Almeida bared his teeth in 
the final kilometre push for 
the line at San Daniele del Fri-
uli in north-eastern Italy, leav-
ing team Sunweb’s Kelderman 
second overall at 17sec.

Kelderman’s Australian 
teammate Jai Hindley, third 
overall, is nearly three min-
utes adrift, having finished 
first among the pursuing 
group which including two-
time race winner Vincenzo 
Nibali of Italy.

It was a first Giro stage win 
for tratnik, who outwitted his 
final breakaway rival o’connor 
in the race for the line.

the 28-rider breakaway had 
formed in the first hour, but 
without any of the challeng-
ers for overall victory.

Tratnik dictates pace 
tratnik and Italian Manuele 

boaro broke clear 60km from 
the finish, with the Slovenian 
shaking off the Astana Pro team 
rider with 40km to go, building 
up a comfortable 40-second 
lead on the pursuing group.

o’connor fought back on 
the final climb of three up 
Monte di ragogna, with 13km 

to go, with tratnik letting the 
Australian lead in the final ki-
lometre before pulling clear 
for the line.

“I attacked so far from the 
finish and the last climb was 
very hard,” said tratnik. 

“I didn’t think I could do it, but 
in the end, it was a perfect day. 
We are close to the Slovenian 
border so today my brother and 
my girlfriend were here. 

“500 metres from the fin-
ish I saw my girlfriend and I 
found some extra energy that 
allowed me to win”.

It was his ninth career win 
and second Worldtour vic-
tory after the prologue of the 
tour de romandie last year.

there were two positive 
tests for coronavirus before 
the stage.

colombian sprinter Fer-
nando Gaviria tested positive 
among a batch of 492 during 
Monday’s rest day. the sec-
ond was an AG2r La Mondi-
ale team employee.

“Gaviria went straight into 
isolation after the test result. 
He feels fine and is complete-
ly asymptomatic,” his UAe 
emirates team announced.

“All the other riders and 
staff members returned nega-
tive tests and will have other 
tests today,” they added.

Gaviria, who also tested 
positive for the virus in Feb-
ruary, had been 126th out of 
138 overall.

Monday’s total of two posi-
tives was down on the first 
round of testing, when the vi-
rus was detected in riders Ste-
ven Kruijswijk and Michael 
Matthews along with six team 
personnel.

the day after the first tests, 
two teams quit the race -- Krui-
jswijk’s Jumbo-Visma outfit and 
Michelton-Scott whose leader 
Simon Yates had stopped after 
developing minor symptoms.

Wednesday’s 17th stage hits 
the Dolomites with 203km from 
bassano del Grappa to the Ma-
donna di campiglio ski resort, 
with three climbs including a 
final one over 12.5km. afp

Joao Almeida ensured he will wear the pink jersey for a 14th day after 
defending his lead on the Giro d’Italia’s 16th stage. afp

Man Utd beat PSG in league opener
M

ArcUS rashford pro-
duced another late 
strike to sink Paris 
Saint-Germain as 

Manchester United beat last sea-
son’s runners-up 2-1 at the Parc des 
Princes in their champions League 
group-stage opener on tuesday.

the england striker, whose last-gasp 
penalty gave United a stunning vic-
tory over PSG here in the last 16 in 2019, 
smashed home in the 87th minute as 
ole Gunnar Solskjaer’s side claimed a 
well-deserved three points in Group H.

“they were both opportunities to 
win the game. As a striker when it’s 
late on, that’s your mindset, you might 
only get one chance and you have 
to do your best to make it happen,” 
rashford told bt Sport after repeating 
his heroics of two seasons ago.

United had taken a first-half lead 
behind closed doors in Paris cour-
tesy of a retaken bruno Fernandes 
penalty after their captain for the 
match had initially missed.

but it looked as though PSG would 
escape with a draw despite a poor 
performance when Anthony Martial 
headed a Neymar corner into his 
own net 10 minutes after the restart 
in this Group H encounter.

It is another fine result for Solsk-
jaer, who was handed the United 
manager’s job on a permanent ba-
sis on the back of that victory here 
in March 2019 and has now seen his 
side bounce back in style from an 
embarrassing 6-1 home loss to tot-
tenham Hotspur just before the re-
cent international break.

“It’s a different feeling, it’s the start of 

the group stages, but we still win against 
a fantastic team,” Solskjaer said.

“the last time it was a knockout tie 
and the euphoria was different. Now 
there is no fans, it’s sterile, there is 
no one here to celebrate with, but 
the players were excellent.”

Solskjaer had again left Paul Pogba 
on the bench at kick-off, just like in 
Saturday’s 4-1 Premier League win 
at Newcastle United, and the Nor-
wegian’s decision to start with three 

centre-backs also paid off.
Axel tuanzebe came into the de-

fence for his first start in 10 months 
with Harry Maguire missing, while 
there was a debut as a left wing-back 
for Alex telles following the brazil-
ian’s arrival from Porto.

PSG off colour
PSG looked out of sorts, perhaps 

struggling more than their visitors 
to adapt to the bizarre experience of 

playing such a game without fans.
In different times the Parc des 

Princes would have been buzzing 
with anticipation ahead of the first 
game of another champions League 
campaign, under the lights.

Instead it was empty, the 9:00 pm 
local time kick-off coinciding with 
the start of the nighttime curfew 
recently introduced in the French 
capital as part of attempts to slow 
the spread of the coronavirus.

PSG had been hoping to get off to 
a winning start to their latest bid to 
win this competition, two months 
after thomas tuchel’s side lost to 
bayern Munich in the final.

“It was a performance without in-
tensity, without aggression. It was hon-
estly a bit bizarre,” said tuchel, whose 
side have games against rb Leipzig 
and Istanbul basaksehir to come next.

“We knew we were in a difficult group 
and it is going to be even harder now.”

United went ahead in the 23rd min-
ute from a spot-kick awarded after 
Martial was fouled by Abdou Diallo.

Having missed a penalty at New-
castle, Fernandes this time saw his 
kick stopped by Keylor Navas.

However, the costa rican was off 
his line when he made the save so 
referee Mateu Lahoz ordered a re-
take. Fernandes kept his nerve to 
score second time around.

PSG had come close to taking an 
early lead through Angel Di Maria 
but they looked off colour and missed 
Marquinhos and Marco Verratti.

tuchel therefore changed things 
at half-time, sending on Moise Kean 
and changing formation.

And after a fantastic David De Gea 
save from Kylian Mbappe and a Lay-
vin Kurzawa cross that landed on the 
crossbar, they equalised as Martial di-
verted Neymar’s corner into the net.

Pogba then came on, and rash-
ford was twice denied by Navas be-
fore eventually finding the net.

the result sets United up nicely 
for next week’s home clash with rb 
Leipzig, who beat Istanbul basakse-
hir 2-0 on tuesday. afp

Man Utd Scottish centre Scott McTominay (right) in a win over PSG in the Champions League group-stage opener on Tuesday. afp
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