
Niem Chheng

P
RIME Minister Hun Sen on 
Thursday hit back at critics 
who raised suspicions about 
donors’ contributions during 

disasters in the country.
While visiting flood victims and 

handing out supplies in Banteay 
Meanchey province, he said the donors 
were simply acting from their hearts.

“On the way, I saw a person who 

posted on Facebook that this great 
party [Cambodian People’s Party] col-
lects money after floods and collects 
money after building collapses. Let 
me send this message – if you want to 
be enemies with money, go ahead. 

“I do not make enemies with 
money. When generous people con-
tribute from their heart, we accept 
it as a kind act. They [critics] said 
we collect money to buy cars, we 
collect money for Covid-19, every-

thing is about collecting money.
“If generous people want to contrib-

ute, we accept any amount. We accept 
one riel, one hundred riel, one thou-
sand or 10 million riel if they want to 
contribute. If they give it, we take it to 
help people. It is their generosity. 

“As a matter of fact, you are the ones 
who raise money, put it in envelopes 
and then in your own pocket. They were 
seen in video putting [donated] money 
into their own pockets,” he added.

As of Thursday, nearly $8 million has 
been donated to help flood victims in 
the country, the prime minister said.

Regarding the donations to help 
prevent Covid-19, Hun Sen said he 
did not call for people to donate. The 
King and Queen Mother Norodom 
Monineath Sihanouk contributed 
money and okhnas followed their 
lead, he said using the honorific be-
stowed on those who donate at least 
$500,000 to the state for development. 

The money raised to combat Covid-
19 is estimated at nearly $20 million.

Hun Sen said okhnas have also 
participated in protecting the nation 
as well. He pointed out that military 
tanks the government had previously 
bought were sponsored by some okh-
nas. Some of them, he said, had bought 
10 tanks while others bought five.

“So we have tanks to use. I didn’t 

A VOLUNTEER participating 
in clinical trials of the Covid-
19 vaccine developed by 
Oxford University has died in 
Brazil, officials announced on 
Wednesday, though media 
reports said he had received a 
placebo, not the test vaccine.

It is the first death reported 
in the various Covid-19 vaccine 
trials taking place worldwide.

However, organisers of the 
study said an independent 
review had concluded there 
were no safety concerns and 
that testing of the vaccine, 
developed with pharmaceu-
tical firm AstraZeneca, would 
continue.

Media reports said the volun-
teer was a 28-year-old doctor 
working on the front lines of 
the pandemic who died of 
complications from Covid-19.

Brazilian newspaper Globo 
and international news agen-
cy Bloomberg said he was in 
the control group and had 
received a placebo rather than 
the test vaccine, citing sourc-
es close to the trials.

“Following careful assess-
ment of this case in Brazil, there 
have been no concerns about 
safety of the clinical trial, and 
the independent review in 
addition to the Brazilian regu-
lator have recommended that 
the trial should continue,” 
Oxford said in a statement.

AstraZeneca said medical 
confidentiality meant it could 
not give details on any indi-
vidual volunteer.

Brazil’s national health 
regulator, Anvisa, confirmed 

it had been notified of the 
case on October 19.

The D’Or Teaching and 
Research Institute (IDOR), 
which is helping organise the 
tests in Brazil, said the inde-
pendent review had “raised 
no doubts about the safety of 
the study, and recommended 
it continue”.

Oxford and AstraZeneca pre-
viously had to suspend testing 
of the vaccine last month when 
a volunteer in Britain devel-
oped an unexplained illness.

Trials resumed after Brit-
ish regulators and an inde-
pendent review concluded 
the illness was not a side 
effect of the vaccine.

Half the volunteers in the 
final-stage clinical trial – a 
double-blind, randomised, 
controlled study – receive a 
placebo, IDOR said.

Around 8,000 volunteers 
have been vaccinated so far 
in Brazil, and more than 
20,000 worldwide, it said.

Study participants must be 
doctors, nurses or other 
health sector workers who 
come into regular contact 
with the virus.

The deceased volunteer was 
a young doctor who had been 
treating Covid-19 patients 
since March in the emergency 
rooms and intensive care 
units at two hospitals in Rio 
de Janeiro, Globo said.

He graduated from medical 
school last year, and was in 
good health prior to contract-
ing the disease, family and 
friends told the paper. AFP
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RESEARCHERS are looking 
into why 25 dolphins went 
missing for no apparent reason 
as the overall population con-
tinues to drop. The total popu-
lation is estimated to be 89.

World Wildlife Fund (WWF) 
Cambodia country director 
Teak Seng said conservation-
ists and researchers are con-
cerned.

The 25 were recorded last 
year, but now researchers can-

not locate them and are unsure 
if they have migrated. 

According to a joint report 
by the WWF and the Fisheries 
Administration under the 
Ministry of Agriculture, For-
estry and Fisheries, the 
number of Irrawaddy dolphins 
is analysed and compiled eve-
ry two or three years.

In 2017, the number of dol-
phins was estimated to be 92. 
The number today is around 
89, not accounting for the 
missing 25.

From 2007 to 2020 the average 
annual growth rate has been 1.02 
per cent and the average annual 
death rate has been 2.14 per 
cent, according to the report.

“Previously, dolphins in 
Cambodia existed in large 
numbers,” Seng said. 

In 2018, the research team 
logged nine dolphin births 
and four deaths. Last year, 
they recorded 13 births and 
eight deaths. So far this year, 
they’ve chalked up six births 
and five deaths.

Seng said the Fisheries 
Administration and partner 
organisations are monitoring 
the migration of dolphins.  

He said it is the first time 
dolphins might have migrat-
ed somewhere else and the 
institutions are researching 
the reason.

“They can migrate to small 
rivers because we study them 
only on the Mekong River,” 
Seng said.

ContInued – page 4

Concern for missing dolphins
a pair of Irrawaddy dolphins are spotted in the Mekong river in Kratie province on september 3. HENG CHIVOAN



Khouth Sophak Chakrya

P
RIME Minister Hun 
Sen announced plans 
to visit and deliver 
supplies to 15,000 

families in Banteay Meanchey 
province on Saturday.

The announcement comes 
on the heels of a Thursday 
visit to the province in which 
he delivered first aid to 10,000 
families in Thma Puok district 
and Poipet town.

The day before, the prime 
minister also donated food 
to 10,000 families in Mongkol 
Borei district. 

“The donations are to ease 
the difficulty on people who 
are facing an emergency be-
cause of the floods,” he said.

Banteay Meanchey is one of 
the 18 provinces affected by 
flooding and was the hardest 
hit. Hun Sen said the visits are 
to check on the situation and 
impact. 

In a report released on 
Thursday, the National Com-
mittee for Disaster Manage-
ment (NCDM) said flooding 
in Phnom Penh and 18 prov-
inces had claimed 39 lives. In 
Banteay Meanchey alone, 22 
people died.

According to the report, 
flooding directly affected 
483,140 people, of whom 

46,216 were evacuated. 
Flooding damaged 707 

schools, 232,551ha of rice crops, 
83,918ha of cash crops and 
more than 2,000km of roads. 

Hun Sen also reminded lo-
cal authorities to check flood 
developments and the safety 
of local people. He said peo-
ple must continue to follow 
hygiene rules and the Min-
istry of Health’s guidance to 
avoid contagious diseases. 

“People lost their lives be-
cause of the floods. So, we have 
to continue to follow hygiene 
rules and the health minis-
try’s guidance so we don’t lose 
more to disease,” he said.

The prime minister also met 
with disabled families living in 
flooded houses. He urged more 
sympathy for disabled people 
and not look down on them.

He encouraged people to 
continue to donate essential 

items to the flood victims. He 
considered generous deeds 
the best expression of soli-
darity.

Hun Sen also recalled the 
history of the land around 
Poipet town, saying it was 
once the strongest battlefield 
before becoming a peaceful 
and rapidly developed zone.

“We have to unite to overcome 
various obstacles for Cambodia 
to be stronger,” he said.

Long Kimmarita

RUSSIAN ambassador to 
Cambodia Anatoly Borovik 
announced a partnership 
with Cambodia on Thursday 
to study the feasibility of pro-
viding Russia-made Covid-19 
vaccine to the country. 

Borovik led Russian diplo-
mats on a visit to the Cambo-
dian Red Cross (CRC) head-
quarters, which was flooded 
recently, as Russia donated 
two tonnes of rice, 21 cases of 
drinking water and 75 cases of 
noodles. The donations are to 
be used to help flood victims.

“We are discussing coopera-
tion in providing vaccines 
made in Russia because Cam-
bodia has expressed interest in 
the new vaccine. We will 
arrange communication 
between our two scientific 
experts to discuss this issue in 
more detail,” he said.

Borovik also offered his con-
dolences to Cambodians 
affected by floods and 
expressed hope that Cambo-

dia will be able to repair infra-
structure damaged by floods 
as soon as possible.

Men Neary Sopheak, the 
CRC first deputy secretary-
general, thanked Russia for the 
donations and commitment to 
assist Cambodia in receiving 
Covid-19 vaccines. 

She said that any agreement 
on the vaccine will be decided 
by the health ministry and not 
involve the CRC.

“The provision of the vac-
cine is related to the health 
[ministry] only. The ambassa-
dor also pointed this out. 

“The two countries have 
joint achievements, such as 
the Khmer-Soviet Friendship 
Hospital. Treatment for Covid-
19 is available at the hospital, 
so Russia is looking to give a 
helping hand,” she said.

Health ministry spokes-
woman Or Vandine told The 
Post on Thursday that the min-
istry had not yet received 
details on its cooperation with 
the Russian government con-
cerning the delivery of Covid-
19 vaccines to Cambodia.

“If any vaccine is officially rec-
ognised for its safety and effi-

ciency by the World Health 
Organisation (WHO), then 
cooperation with countries that 
aim to help Cambodia receive 
vaccines is good,” she said.

Vandine said WHO experts 
predict that there may be eight 
to nine vaccines available by 
the middle of next year. 

She said the WHO, the Glo-
bal Alliance for Vaccines and 
Immunisation and the health 
ministry’s National Immunisa-
tion Programme have agreed 
to develop a plan to decide 
who receive the vaccines.

When the WHO officially rec-
ognises a vaccine, Cambodia 
may receive enough to vacci-
nate three per cent of its popu-
lation, equal to more than three 
million people, she added.

On Wednesday, Cambodia 
did not report any positive 
cases for Covid-19. The total 
number of infections nation-
wide stands at 286, with six 
continuing to receive treat-
ment at the Khmer-Soviet 
Friendship hospital, according 
to the health ministry.

National
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have to spend money from 
the national budget. Okhnas 
help to buy them. I accept 
that [donations] . . . We need 
tanks and artillery. We can 
use the national budget, but 
all of them [okhnas] are will-
ing to help. 

“Most of the solider bar-
racks along the border are 
donated by generous people. 
Some of the okhnas provided 

20 barracks and some provid-
ed 30 barracks. It is called the 
people’s defence, not just the 
army,” he said.

Political analyst Lao Mong 
Hay said: “There is no prob-
lem with our culture of assis-
tance to the needy. The prob-
lem is with our politicians 
who have politicised charity 
and traded it for votes.

“A better way would be to 
depolarise both charity it-
self and the Cambodian Red 

Cross (CRC) and let the latter 
collect donations and organ-
ise humanitarian assistance. 
Let the CRC invite the King, 
the Queen  Mother, the prime 
minister, or any other promi-
nent public figure to preside 
over relief distribution cer-
emonies if it so wishes.

“It’s unethical to squabble 
when the nation has fallen 
victim to acts of God and 
needs urgent relief assis-
tance.”

‘There is no problem with our 
culture of assistance to the needy’

Prime Minister Hun Sen speaks 
while visiting flood victims in 
Banteay Meanchey province on 
Thursday. spm

Flood victims receive food supplies in Banteay Meanchey province on Thursday. spm

Russian ambassador to Cambodia Anatoly Borovik. hONG mENEA

PM to visit B Meanchey again

Russia mulls Covid vaccine for Kingdom   

Japan helps Cambodia 
on environment issues
Niem Chheng

JAPANESE Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Toshimitsu Motegi 
announced on Wednesday that 
Japan will provide Cambodia 
with assistance to improve its 
urban areas, combat plastic litter 
in oceans, and fight terrorism.

The commitment was 
revealed during a phone con-
versation between Motegi and 
Minister of Foreign Affairs and 
International Cooperation 
Prak Sokhonn on Wednesday.

In a press release, the minis-
try said Japan will also provide 
Cambodia 25 billion yen 
($234.6 million) under the Cov-
id-19 Crisis Response Emer-
gency Support Loan scheme.

Motegi was reappointed as 
foreign minister in September. 
He paid an official visit to 
Cambodia in August, making 
him the first foreign high-
ranking official to visit Cam-
bodia during the pandemic.

Motegi reaffirmed his com-
mitment to further strengthen 
bilateral relations and coop-
eration with Cambodia under 
the new Japanese government, 
the press release said.

“The Japanese minister also 
expressed his sympathy to the 
government and the people of 
Cambodia who have been badly 
affected by severe flooding. He 
stated that Japan stands ready to 
assist Cambodia in dealing with 
this hardship,” it said.

During the talk, Sokhonn 
noted that the two countries 
were implementing cross-bor-
der travel guidelines to allow 
for “Residence Track” visits 
where travellers can stay for 
longer than 14 days. A “Busi-
ness Track” visit is also being 
planned for visits less than 14 
days. Sokhonn expressed hope 
that the measures would be 
implemented soon.

“Both foreign ministers reaf-
firmed their shared aspiration 
and strong commitment to fur-
ther promote bilateral coop-
eration in all areas for the 
mutual benefit of the two 
nations,” the press release said.

Tomoko Kubo, the Japanese 
embassy’s first secretary, told 
The Post on Thursday that the 
aid designated for improving 
the environment in urban areas 
and combating litter in oceans 
would hopefully promote sus-
tainable plastic consumption 
and effective management of 
plastic waste in Cambodia.

“The project will develop 
policies and regulations, raise 
awareness, and support the 
reduction of plastic waste. It 
will promote new technologies 
such as recycling and plastic 
alternatives,” she said.

She said Japan’s grant aid for 
counter-terrorism capacity-
building would provide equip-
ment for security and counter-
terrorism work.

Ministry of Environment 
spokesperson Neth Pheaktra 
on Thursday said: “Under 
Japan’s assistance, Cambodia 
believes the urban environments 
and the communities will 
improve.

“Also, the government has 
been implementing an action 
plan to improve the environ-
ment, including air and water 
quality control, waste manage-
ment and plastic consumption 
management.

“The government also will 
raise awareness and spread edu-
cation to the public to love the 
environment, change their atti-
tudes and participate in making 
the environment better.”

He said more than 10,000 
tonnes of waste is produced 
daily in the country. In Phnom 
Penh alone, between 2,700 and 
3,000 tonnes of waste is pro-
duced each day. Of the total, 65 
per cent is biodegradable, 20 
per cent is plastic waste and the 
rest is solid waste.

Hong Vanak, a researcher at 
the Royal Academy of Cambo-
dia, said Japan and Cambodia 
relations have always been con-
structive on political, historical 
and economic matters.

Japan’s loan comes at a time 
when Cambodia badly needs 
assistance in developing sectors 
hit by Covid-19, he said.
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Orm Bunthoeurn 

D
ESPITE recent tougher 
enforcement of traffic law, 
the death rate on Cambo-
dia’s roads remains high.

More than 700 people died and 
more than 2,000 were injured in the 
past five months, according to Na-
tional Police statistics.

National Police spokesman Chhay 
Kim Khoeun said on Thursday that 
from May 1 to October 21, there were 
1,419 traffic accidents, resulting 
in 703 fatalities and 2,190 injuries.  
Vehicles stopped by police totalled 
194,340 with motorbikes making up 
143,592 of that number. More than 
50,000 cars were stopped. 

He said both car drivers and bike 
riders face the potential for acci-
dents that can cause them to lose 
their lives or sustain injuries be-
cause they do not follow the law. 

“They do not wear helmets, follow 
traffic signs, they drink and drive, they 
have no plate numbers, they speed, 
they drive without a licence, they do 
not wear seat belts and they use their 
phones while driving,” he said. 

Still, Kim Khoeun said based on 
police daily operations data, it can 
be deduced that the law has changed 
behaviour in a positive way. 

“I want to say traffic accidents 
have dropped compared to the past 
years and the number of fines is-
sued has dropped in general. It is 
between 500 to 600 vehicles on av-
erage per day. It was 3,000 to 4,000 
vehicles per day before,” he said. 

Kim Khoeun said another positive 

change can be seen by the number of 
drivers going to the Ministry of Pub-
lic Works and Transport to apply for 
licences and to do driving test. More 
are also undergoing technical in-
spections and obtaining proper doc-
uments to drive legally and safely. 

Road Safety director Kong Ratanak 

said traffic accident data shows 
deaths and injuries are not as low as 
they should be. 

“I see that there is some effective-
ness, but I do not know if it reaches 
[the target] we want. The number 
drop, but not a lot,” he said. 

Ratanak said Cambodia has to 

strengthen traffic laws regularly. 
People are afraid of police more than 
dangers that could happen to them. 
If there are police visible, people will 
follow the law, he said. 

“I think we need a greater pres-
ence of traffic police to change peo-
ple’s attitudes,” he said.

 National
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Voun Dara

SOCIAL affairs officials are 
being trained to identify peo-
ple with disabilities through 
the use of digital technology. 

The training was launched 
by the Ministry of Social Af-
fairs, Veterans and Youth Reha-
bilitation. Officials who com-
plete the training are expected 
to pass along the knowledge 
to commune and district of-
ficials across the country. 

Yeap Malyno, the director 
of Welfare for Persons with 
Disabilities Department, told 
The Post on Thursday the EU-
funded training started this 
month with the cooperation 
of UNICEF Cambodia.

“We trained coaches in Siem 
Reap, banteay Meanchey and 
Oddar Meanchey last week,” 
he said. 

He said the training start-
ed in four more provinces 
– Stung Treng, Kratie, Tbong 
Khmum and Kampong Cham 
– on Wednesday. 

Malyno said the training is 
for local officials to better un-
derstand different types and 
levels of disability, both phys-
ical and mental, and how to 
talk to people and gather de-
tailed information.

“We trained local authorities 
on technology use through the 
Disability Identification App. 
District authorities can use the 
system both online and offline 
to collect data,” he said. 

According to Malyno, Cam-
bodia still lacks data on people 
with disabilities. The latest data 
from the 2014 Cambodia De-
mographic and Health Survey 
(CDHS) counted 520,000 people 
in the country with disabilities. 

The new training is slated to 
last through March next year 
but data will continue to be 
collected throughout the year. 
Data will include people who 
have been disabled due to traf-
fic accidents, chronic diseases 
and dangers caused by mines, 
among others. 

Stung Treng provincial so-
cial affairs department acting 
director Suth Vanna said on 
Thursday there are 1,158 dis-
abled people in the province. 

He said collecting data in the 
past was done with pen and 
paper. It was hard to collect 
data in detail and costly. The 
new app will cater to the spe-
cific needs of disabled people. 

Ministry secretary of state 
Suong Menglong said the gov-
ernment policy is intended to 
improve the lives of disabled 
people and poor families.

Continued from page 1

According to the joint press release, 
the number of freshwater dolphins 
in Asia has sharply declined and dol-
phins have been placed on the Inter-
national Union for Conservation of 
Nature (IUCN) Red List. 

Phay Somany, the deputy director 
of the WWF’s department of Fisheries 
Conservation and Government Liai-
son, said on Thursday that in the mid-
1970s, thousands of Irrawaddy dol-
phins scattered along three tributaries 
of the Mekong River and the Tonle Sap 
River. Today they live along the 
Mekong about 180km from the Anlong 
Kampi zone in Kratie province to the 
Khone Falls in Laos bordering Cam-
bodia’s Stung Treng province. 

“During our research this year we 
failed to see 25 dolphins we identified 
last year. The Mekong River water level 
is very low. It makes some dolphins 
unable to live in their canyons,” he said.

Somany said the failure to find the 
dolphins can be attributed to down-
stream migration.

Vong Savoeun, the Stung Treng pro-
vincial Fisheries Administration 
chief, said dolphin migration is not 
just a factor of nature. 

As an example, he said people have 
used nets mixed with batteries and it 
makes the river unliveable. 

“They have to migrate to other places.”
He said the sounds of large motor-

boats and racing boots in the Anlong 
dolphin conservation area might also 
be a reason for the dolphins to 
migrate.

Disabled data app to track needy

Dolphins 
go missing 
in Mekong

Road deaths high, but change in 
motorist behaviour ‘noticeable’

ASEAN minister meetings 
point to agriculture boon
Voun Dara

MINISTER of Agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries Veng 
Sakhon highlighted the suc-
cess of the 42nd Meeting of 
the ASEAN Ministers on Agri-
culture and Forestry (AMAF), 
as well as the 20th AMAF Plus 
Three (China, Korea and Ja-
pan) and the 6th AMAF Plus 
India.

Sakhon said that at the 
AMAF Plus Three meeting, 
agriculture ministers from 
China, South Korea and Ja-
pan had vowed to improve 
food security in the region 
and cooperate on matters in-
volving the environment, ag-
riculture, wildlife and human 
resources.

“The AMAF Plus Three 
meeting decided to promote 
cooperation on the imple-
mentation of system projects 
to help add value to the ag-
ricultural products of small-
holder farmers. This year, 
Cambodia will receive 300 
tonnes of rice from Japan,” 
Sakhon said. 

As for the results of the 
6th AMAF Plus India meet-
ing, Sakhon said an agree-
ment was reached for a me-
dium-term action plan for 
ASEAN-India cooperation in 
agriculture and forestry in 
2021-2025.

He said ASEAN member 
states and India agreed to 

integrate technology into the 
agricultural sector to improve 
production.

He added that during the 
42nd AMAF meeting, methods 
were discussed to further com-
bat the spread of Covid-19.

Agriculture ministry spokes-
man Srey Vuthy said: “The 
42nd AMAF meeting dis-

cussed the mid-term review 
of the implementation of the 
vision and strategic plan of 
ASEAN on the food sector, 
agriculture and forestry co-
operation 2016-2025 and the 
sector activities for 2016-2020. 
Priorities were food, agricul-
ture and forestry projects that 
can be achieved in 2021.”

Despite tougher traffic enforcement laws the fatality rate on Cambodia’s roads remains high. heng chivoan

Minister of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries Veng Sakhon said AMAF 
ministers vowed to improve food security. agriculture ministry

High-level officials are being trained to identify people with disabilities. social affairs ministry



Mom Kunthear

T
HE Cambodian wom-
an who appealed to 
Prime Minister Hun 
Sen to help her return 

from China has arrived at 
Phnom Penh International 
Airport, Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and International 
Cooperation spokesman Koy 
Kuong said on Thursday. 

According to a ministry 
announcement last week, the 
Cambodian Consulate Gen-
eral in Shanghai worked in col-

laboration with Chinese 
authorities to assist Sem Srey 
Pech, who was staying in Chi-
na’s Zhejiang province. She 
wanted to return to Cambodia 
because she did not get along 
with her husband.

The consulate released a 
permission letter for her and 
the Chinese police gave her a 
visa on Wednesday. Following 
the Consulate General’s 
request, the NGO Chab Dai 
Coalition agreed to help her 
pay for her flight ticket. 

The consulate also paid for 

her daily expenses, including 
a train ticket from Wenzhou to 
Shanghai and Covid-19 test-
ing. The total amount paid was 
$500.

In a video appealing for Hun 
Sen’s help via Facebook earlier 
this month, Srey Pech said she 
was deceived into working in 
China and claimed to have 
been tortured by her boss. 

 Chou Bun Eng, the Ministry 
of Interior secretary of state and 
permanent vice-chair of the 
National Committee for Coun-
ter Trafficking of Cambodia 
(NCCT), told reporters at an 
anti-human trafficking work-
shop on Wednesday that Cam-
bodian women should be careful 
when choosing foreign hus-
bands to avoid being deceived.

“We need to protect our-
selves from being deceived by 
others. Don’t take risks. Learn 
to live an enriching life in our 
country like others do. Mil-
lions [around the world] wind 
up remaining [in their home 
countries]. Why is it that we 
can’t live here?” she said.

She added that there is noth-
ing prohibiting people from 
going abroad but people should 
make sure they stay safe. 

“When you are deceived, it 
wastes time and you lose prop-
erty and dignity. It is good being 
able to be rescued. But if no one 
can rescue you, you will have a 
lifelong crisis,” she said.

National 
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Woman seeking help 
in China repatriated

The Cambodian Consulate General in Shanghai worked in collaboration 
with Chinese authorities to assist Sem Srey Pech (centre). supplied

Arrests in Kratie timber haul
Soth Koemsoeun

FOrESTrY Administration offi-
cials in Kratie province’s Snuol 
district will send five of 10 sus-
pects to the provincial court on 
Friday after Military Police 
stopped five vans transporting 
illegal timber on Tuesday. 

Snuol Forestry Administra-
tion chief Oeung Sinang told 
The Post that Military Police 
released the other five sus-
pects after determining they 
were not involved in the case.  

Kratie provincial Military Police 
commander San Buntha declined 
to comment on Thursday. 

“I cannot talk about this with 
reporters,” he said.

But Fresh News quoted Snuol 
district Military Police com-
mander Lon Bunthol as saying 

on Thursday that the operation 
was ordered by Buntha.

Provincial Forestry Adminis-
tration director Nuon Pov 
ratana declined to comment 
on Thursday.  

In a separate case on Wednes-
day, the Mondulkiri provincial 
Department of Environment 
issued a clarification concern-
ing a 28-year-old woman named 
Say Sreydav from Koh Nhek dis-
trict’s Sre Sangkum commune. 
Sreydav accused Srepok Wildlife 
Sanctuary ranger Chhay Phana 
and his colleagues of using vio-
lence against her on Tuesday 
after she was accused of illegal 
timber transport.

The department said at the 
time, the rangers stopped a vehi-
cle driven by a 21-year-old and 
Sreydav in Pech Chreada district’s 

Pou Chrei commune. It said the 
driver was prepared to escape 
when the rangers stopped them. 

When the van stopped, it said 
the driver threatened to drop 
timber on the rangers’ car. At 
that time, Sreydav insulted the 
officers and said she was pre-
pared to burn the evidence. 

She fled but ran into a lamp-
post, inflicting the injuries on 
herself. She then accused the 
rangers of harming her, the 
department said. 

Local media quoted her as say-
ing: “My van transported [wood-
en] doors from Koh Nhek district 
to the scene. Then the ranger 
intercepted the van. We had a 
scuffle and I got injured.”

The department said the wom-
an and driver are active timber 
traders and transporters.

Five people are being sent to court for transporting illegal timber in Kratie’s Snuol district. fresh news
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Thou Vireak

tHe government has decided 
to postpone the implementa-
tion of the capital gains tax 
from January 1, 2021 to Janu-
ary 1, 2022, the Ministry of 
economy and Finance’s Gen-
eral Department of taxation 
(GDt) said on thursday.

this, it said, will provide 
taxpayers more time to gain 
a better grasp of how capital 
gains tax works and what it 
implies for investments.

the decision was made 
based on a local investment 
advisory firm’s letter submit-
ted via the GDt to the ministry 
and endorsed by Prime Minis-
ter Hun Sen on october 9.

In the letter, the Housing 
Development Association of 
cambodia (HDAc) asked the 
government to postpone col-
lection of the new tax until the 
current covid-19 situation 
eases, citing the real estate 
sector’s continued struggle 
under the weight of the ongo-
ing pandemic.

capital gains tax will be lev-
ied on taxpayers’ gains from 
the sale, transfer or establish-
ment of property rights, or 
the registration of ownership 
or possession rights, accord-
ing to Prakas No 346, which 
was signed by minister Aun 
Pornmoniroth on April 1.

Individuals will be required 
to pay a 20 per cent capital 
gains tax rate on calculated 
profits from the sale of certain 
assets including land, build-
ings, stocks, bonds, licences, 
patents and currencies.

HDAc secretary-general 
Huy Vanna told The Post late 
last month that the tax will 
only add to the burden on the 
real estate industry.

“We have requested the 
Ministry of economy [and 
Finance] to postpone the col-
lection of capital gains tax 
payments until a more suit-
able time or when the covid-
19 and economic situations 
improve. today’s real estate 
market is in the doldrums,” 
he said.

capital gains tax 
postponed until 
January 1, 2022

Thou Vireak

tHe council of Ministers on Wednesday 
said it will review a proposed 150MW hy-
dropower project on the upper reaches 
of the tatai river in Koh Kong province’s 
northern thma bang district.

Proposals for a 500kV transmission 
line connecting Phnom Penh to the 
cambodia-Lao border and another one 
linking battambang province with the 
cambodian-thai border will also be on 
the agenda when the council of Minis-
ters convenes on Friday.

Victor Jona, the director-general of the 
Ministry of Mines and energy’s General 
Department of energy, told The Post that 
the proposals were submitted to the 
council of Ministers following comple-
tion of their associated environmental 
and social impact assessments.

He voiced his approval for the project 
and said minister Suy Sem would back it 
at the meeting.

He said one of the transmission lines 
would deliver electricity from a coal-
fired power plant in Laos, as outlined in 
a purchase agreement that cambodia 
signed last year. the other line would 
import power from thailand.

“We will first seek approval at the 
council of Ministers meeting. then, we 
will negotiate investment costs and proj-
ect implementation agreements that will 
be signed between the Ministry of Mines 
and energy and the company.

“this is in addition to the power trans-
mission fee that state-run energy sup-
plier electricite du cambodge [edc] will 

negotiate with the company,” he said.
Provincial deputy governor Sok Sothy 

told The Post in June that the hydropow-
er project will be built by the chinese 
state-owned china National Heavy Ma-
chinery corp (cNHM) at a cost of $380 
million and will supply Koh Kong and 
neighbouring provinces.

“the project will not only spur devel-
opment in Koh Kong province, but it will 
also serve as a battery for electricity dis-
tribution throughout cambodia in the 
future,” said Sothy.

there are currently three hydropower 
dams in the province generating 602MW, 
he said. russey chrum Krom produces 
338MW, Stung tatai provides 246MW 
and Kirirom III adds 18MW.

At a meeting on october 9, the coun-
cil of Ministers approved the draft of a 
$12.796 billion three-year rolling public 
investment programme (2021-2023).

the minutes of the meeting show that 
the government will use the investment 
to fund a total of 629 projects.

the government will spend $8.4 bil-
lion on 203 ongoing projects and $4.4 
billion on 426 new projects as it works 
on implementing the National Strategic 
Development Plan 2019-2023.

About 8.9 per cent of the total budget 
will be disbursed for social projects, 34.2 
per cent for economic projects, 50.1 per 
cent for infrastructure projects and 6.8 
per cent for services and inter-sectoral 
projects.

The Russey Chrum Krom hydropower dam produces 338MW. CHINA HUADIAN CORP LTD

‘Gov’t spending on 
vulnerable sectors 
crucial in recovery’
May Kunmakara

t
He government should pri-
oritise its spending on vul-
nerable sectors in order to 
boost economic activity and 

create more jobs during these trying 
times, according to an International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) official.

Jonathan D ostry, the acting di-
rector of the IMF’s Asia and Pacific 
Department, was responding to a 
question asked by The Post at a press 
briefing on the october 2020 Asia 
Pacific regional economic outlook 
held late on Wednesday.

topping the list of factors that had 
prompted the Washington Dc-based 
lender to revise down its projections 
for growth in the Asia-Pacific were – a 
collapse in the tourism industry and 
disruption in non-tourism exports 
such as garments, according to ostry.

He pointed out that both have put 
a significant strain on the cambo-
dian economy.

“Since our previous update, there 
were numerous order cancellations, 
and, you know, these are both tour-
ist and goods exports I think lie be-
hind the weaker outlook.

“In terms of the policy impera-
tives, I think, again, what we have 

advised is a careful prioritisation of 
expenditure to make sure that fiscal 
resources reach those who are most 
vulnerable, those at the bottom of 
the income scale, those in the infor-
mal sectors and so forth whose em-
ployment opportunities may have 
been hit really badly.

“With the sort of baseline recovery 
in global demand for some of cam-
bodia’s main exports like garments, 
and some recovery in tourism, it 
should be possible for the recovery 
that we envisage for 2021 to mate-
rialise,” ostry said.

Ministry of tourism spokesman 
top Sopheak told The Post on thurs-
day that international tourist arriv-
als had dwindled down to 1.22 mil-
lion in the first eight months of the 
year, sinking 72 per cent from the 
4.36 million recorded in the year-
ago period.

“We aren’t seeing international 
tourist arrivals – nigh on nil – just a 
handful of foreigners working and liv-
ing in the country. but the Ministry of 
tourism has predicted that the num-
ber of international tourists will pick 
up from mid-2021, if a vaccine were to 
be officially endorsed,” he said.

Garment Manufacturers Associa-
tion in cambodia (GMAc) secretary-

general Ken Loo echoed ostry’s sen-
timent that international industrial 
orders would soon enjoy a notable 
rise, especially from the US.

on Monday, Minister of economy 
and Finance Aun Pornmoniroth 
voiced his confidence that “cambo-
dia’s economic activity can retain a 
semblance of business as usual, with a 
better-than-expected fiscal situation, 
above all, in terms of tax revenue.

“this’d be a godsend for the im-
plementation of the 2021 budget, al-
lowing for greater budget space and 
lower-than-expected use of govern-

ment savings.
“recently though, fallout from the 

floods have been putting strain on 
the state’s burden, notably in the re-
habilitation of transport and irriga-
tion infrastructure,” he said.

According to him, the government 
is preparing a Post-covid-19 recov-
ery Plan, which is a medium-term 
consideration that is designed to 
quickly return economic growth to 
pre-covid-19 levels.

on october 13, the IMF projected 
a 2.8 per cent contraction in the 
cambodian economy this year, and 

a sharp rebound next year to 6.8 per 
cent growth.

And according to Wednesday’s re-
port, global growth has been revised 
to minus 4.4 per cent this year and 
5.2 per cent next year.

the Asia-Pacific is also starting a ten-
tative recovery, but at differing speeds 
for most countries, the IMF said.

economic activity in the region is 
expected to slide by 2.2 per cent this 
year, due to a sharper-than-expect-
ed downturn in key emerging mar-
kets, and then grow by 6.9 per cent 
next year, it added.

The IMF has projected a 2.8 per cent contraction in the Cambodian economy this year, and a sharp rebound next year to 6.8 per cent 
growth. HONG MENEA

cabinet reviews 150MW hydropower project
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central bank head: thailand’s economy can 
survive shocks, but political unrest worrisome
tHAILAND’S newly-minted central 
bank governor Sethaput Suthiwart-
narueput said he is concerned about 
the ongoing political unrest, but 
added that the economy is resilient 
enough to survive any shock.

the bank of thailand (bot) has 
forecast that the economy will con-
tract 7.8 per cent this year and will 
only start expanding in the second 
quarter of next year.

“It [the political unrest] will affect 
consumption, investment and con-
fidence,” Sethaput said at his first 
press meeting on tuesday.

“And problems with actual execu-
tion of policies will make things 
tougher,” he said referring to the gov-
ernment’s usual difficulty with policy 
execution rather than planning. 

Anti-government protesters have 
intensified their rallies across the 
country demanding that the govern-
ment step down, while the govern-
ment has responded with crackdowns 
on protest leaders and censorship of 
the press.

businesses, meanwhile, are wor-
ried that the state of emergency 
imposed by the government will have 
an adverse impact on the economy. 

thailand’s economy has already been 
crippled by the covid-19 outbreak and 
taking far too long to recover.

“the state of the economy now can 
be compared to a patient who is slowly 
coming out of intensive care,” he said.

the outbreak resulted in a sharp drop 
of tourists from about 40 million to 6.7 
million, which translated to an income 
loss of 10 per cent of the gross domestic 
product. thai exports in the second 
quarter shrank to the lowest level in 11 

years, like a gravely ill person who needs 
intensive care, he continued. 

recovery, he said, is uneven among 
different sectors and the economy will 
take at least two years before it returns 
to pre-covid levels, especially since it 
is still uncertain when a vaccine will 
be available and how much the tour-
ism sector will recover.

In a bid to adapt to the changing envi-
ronment, the bot has recently shifted 
its policy from providing blanket finan-
cial aid to a more targeted, comprehen-
sive and flexible scheme, he said. 

However, he said, there are no new 
measures planned.

He also voiced confidence that the 
thai economy is resilient to shocks 
brought on by the virus or other fac-

tors.
“the public debt is manageable, the 

country is financially stable and the 
labour market is flexible,” he said. 

As for the strengthening of the baht, 
he said this was due to the high cur-
rent account surplus, which comes 
in at $30 billion annually. 

He said thailand is not able to recy-
cle this money for investment over-
seas because few thai listed compa-
nies are investing abroad. this is 
unlike South Korea and taiwan, 
which have been successfully recy-
cling their large current account sur-
plus by investing overseas. 

over the past five years, the bot has 
learned that external factors such as the 
US dollar and regional currencies 

account for 85 per cent of the impact on 
the baht exchange rate, while domestic 
factors represent only 15 per cent.

Hence, the central bank is not able 
to have much of an influence on the 
currency’s exchange rate. 

thai exporters have long com-
plained that a stronger baht is eroding 
their competitiveness, and have 
recently suggested that the currency 
be brought down to 34 baht against 
the dollar from the current rate of 31. 

When asked how the central bank 
will help boost economic growth, he 
admitted that the fiscal policy was 
the key driver with the monetary 
policy playing a supporting role. 

thailand is among few countries in 
Asia to have brought its policy rate 
down to 0.5 per cent, which is so low 
that it leaves limited room to bring it 
down further. 

Sethaput said as central bank gov-
ernor, he faces five key challenges, 
with the most important one being 
solving the debt crisis so households 
and businesses can survive and recov-
er from the covid-induced crisis.

the second is to maintain financial 
stability to support recovery, third is 
ensuring a stable macroeconomic 
level, so it is resilient to the impact of 
coronavirus and the fourth is to 
enhance public confidence. He said the 
fifth challenge is to ensure bot works 
as a unified entity because it is frag-
mented and has so many small depart-
ments that its potential is restrained. 

He said he will take a performance-
based approach, allowing everyone 
to work together and deliver a good 
outcome. THE NATION (THAILAND)/ASIA NEWS 

NETWORK

Bank of Thailand governor Sethaput Suthiwartnarueput says the economy is resilient 
enough to survive the shock unleashed by the ongoing political unrest. THE NATION

PPCBank clients 
can now repay 
loans with True 
Money Wallet

Phnom Penh Commercial 
Bank (PPCBank) – the 
Cambodian subsidiary of JB 

Financial Group’s flagship lender – 
signed a deal with a Thailand-based 
financial technology firm to provide 
electronic loan repayment services 
to customers, the South Korean 
banking group said on Wednesday.

PPCBank’s latest memorandum 
of understanding with True money 
is to allow customers to repay both 
the principal and interest back to 
the lender via the fintech firm’s 
electronic wallet service known as 
True money Wallet.

The size of the deal was unan-
nounced.

True money was founded in 2003 
as part of Thai communications 
conglomerate True Corp, but is 
currently under Ascend Group, a 
spinoff of True Corp and a subsid-
iary of another Thai conglomerate, 
Charoen Pokphand Group.

It has offices in Thailand, Vietnam, 
Cambodia, myanmar, Indonesia and 
the Philippines, and has inked part-
nerships with 65,000 firms across 
Southeast Asia.

PPCBank has focused on digi-
talisation – developing a digital core 
banking system – which has smooth-
ened the process for loan extensions 
and management in Cambodia.

In 2016, JB Financial acquired Cam-
bodia’s PPCBank via its flagship lender 
Jeonbuk Bank to offer loan services to 
local retail customers as well as small 
and medium-sized enterprises. THE 

KOREA HERALD/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

May Kunmakara

cHINA-bASeD Hainan Star-
light chemical co Ltd has 
voiced a keen interest in in-
vesting in an oil refinery plant 
in cambodia, according to a 
Ministry of Mines and energy 
senior official.

this comes amid Singapor-
ean oil company Krisenergy 
Ltd’s plans to extract the first 
drop of oil from the Apsara 
oilfield in cambodia’s off-
shore block A later this year.

cheap Sour, the director-
general of the ministry’s 
General Department of Pe-
troleum, told The Post on 
thursday that Hainan Star-
light chemical had paid a 
visit to minister Suy Sem on 
Wednesday to discuss the un-
tapped investment potential 
of the oil and gas sector.

“the company has shown 
an interest in setting up a pe-
troleum refinery plant in cam-
bodia. the ministry welcomes 
the exploration of investment 
opportunities and further po-
tential development of the pe-
troleum sector.

“We have asked the firm to 
ensure that their venture com-
plies with applicable laws and 
regulations before applying 
for a feasibility study,” he said.

the company did not dis-
close a desired location for 
the project, Sour said, noting 

that there are four vacant off-
shore blocks and 18 onshore 
blocks available for oil explo-
ration.

Meanwhile, an oil refinery 
is currently under construc-
tion on an 80ha plot in Preah 
Sihanouk province adjacent 
to Kampot province that is 
expected to produce five mil-
lion tonnes of oil per year.

the refinery is a joint-
venture between the locally-
owned cambodian Petro-
chemical company (cPc) and 
china’s Sinomach china Per-
fect Machinery Industry corp.

the 365sqm facility broke 
ground in mid-2017 follow-
ing numerous delays caused 
by internal issues, and was 
scheduled to be built in two 
phases.

In the first of two phases, 
cPc has said it would spend 
some $620 million, which 
would allow for the produc-
tion of around two million 
tonnes per year exclusively 
for the local market.

According to Sour, con-
struction is currently sus-
pended due to more internal 
issues between the partners. 
the companies have not pro-
vided a timeframe for the re-
sumption of work, he said.

chinese company mulls 
setting up oil refinery 
plant in the Kingdom

Industry ministry, US sign 
MoU for patent cooperation
Thou Vireak

c
AMboDIA and the US 
on Wednesday signed 
a memorandum of 
understanding (MoU) 

on cooperation to expedite the 
issuance of patents in cambo-
dia in a bid to boost US invest-
ment in the Kingdom.

the MoU was signed by 
Minister of Industry, Science, 
technology and Innovation 
cham Prasidh and US Patent 
and trademark office (USP-
to) director Andrei Iancu, 
who joined the signing cer-
emony via video link.

the ceremony was presided 
by US ambassador to cambo-
dia Patrick Murphy.

Speaking at the event, 
Prasidh lauded the MoU as an 
emblem of rising investment 
confidence from the world’s 
largest national economy in 
nominal terms and a catalyst 
for economic growth.

He said it is part of a ministry 
initiative to ramp up interna-
tional cooperation on accelerat-
ing patent issuance between the 
Kingdom and countries such as 
Singapore, Japan, china, South 
Korea and those in the eU.

“both sides have expressed 
their enthusiasm and high ap-
preciation for the joint efforts 
leading up to today’s signing 
as part of their endeavour to 
attract more US investors to 

cambodia.
“It [the MoU] will pro-

vide confidence for [inven-
tors boasting] technological 
achievements and discoveries 
that want to come to cambo-
dia and produce, invest and 
provide services here while 
under the protection of intel-
lectual property rights to their 
valid patents,” Prasidh said.

Last month, Murphy said 
new US products and inves-
tors will enter the cambodian 

market each year, further ce-
menting economic ties be-
tween the two countries.

He said US companies 
bring with them transparent 
and high-quality investment, 
world-class technology and 
training programmes, as well 
as high environmental and la-
bour standards that promote 
inclusive economic growth.

the US is the largest market 
for cambodian exports, taking 
in $5.4 billion last year, up from 

$3 billion in 2015, he added.
He noted that the Kingdom 

exported $2.75 billion worth 
of goods to the US in the first 
half of this year, up 23 per 
cent from $2.24 billion in the 
same period last year.

“cambodian exports also 
benefit US consumers provid-
ing them with more choices in 
varieties of products such as 
garments, footwear, Kampot 
pepper, milled rice and much 
more,” Murphy said.

Minister of Industry, Science, Technology and Innovation Cham Prasidh (second left) shakes hands with US 
ambassador to Cambodia Patrick Murphy at the signing ceremony. INDUSTRY MINISTRY
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F
OR now, some things are 
looking up for Cambodia. 
Economic trends from June 
have shown an uptick on the 

back of a trade surplus and marginal 
rise in tourist arrivals.

Even domestic economic activi-
ties and normalisation or reopen-
ing of businesses are bolstering 
the trends, observed economist Dr 
Chheng Kimlong.

At the local bourse, the index 
closed stronger in the second quar-
ter for a market capitalisation of 
$2.5 billion as opposed to a slower 
first quarter.

Of course, this was boosted by the 
largest listing on the exchange by 
Acleda Bank Plc which saw net prof-
it climb 9.6 per cent to $63.7 million 
and net interest income gain 10.2 
per cent at $177.1 million for the cu-
mulative six months period ended 
June 30, 2020, from a year ago.

Latest counter, Pestech (Cambo-
dia) Plc posted a four-fold growth 
in net profit at 29.4 billion riel ($7.2 
million) for the financial year ended 
June 30, 2020, from $1.8 million in 
2019 following the completion of 
two major projects.

State-owned utility firm Phnom Penh 
Water Supply Authority’s net profit for 
the first half ended June 30, 2020, rose 
over 140 per cent to $10.3 million com-
pared to $4.3 million last year.

Similarly, Phnom Penh Autono-
mous Port, which has so far revealed 
its revenue only for its third quarter 
ended September 30, 2020, noted a 
12.2 per cent expansion at $22.3 mil-
lion from $19.8 million in 2019.

It should be mentioned that these 
counters are chiefly service-ori-
ented, meaning that their facility 
is crucial to daily operations.

In the meantime, international 
reserves grew to $19.5 billion as 
of June 30, 2020, up 3.7 per cent 
from $18.8 billion from December 
31, 2019, sufficient to finance 10 
months of imports.

But while these indicators bear 
small truths of positive changes, 
the pandemic’s lingering ef-
fects threaten to keep the 
economy under stress.

Like everywhere 
else, the economy 
will stay con-
tracted this 
year.

Officially, gross domestic product 
(GDP) growth is predicted to de-
celerate to -1.9 per cent. The Asian 
Development Bank (ADB), despite 
revising its figure upwards expects 
a -4 per cent drop, making it one of 
the most austere outlooks.

Notwithstanding the buoyant pub-
lic tax collection so far, total revenue 
is forecast to take a 20- 30 per cent hit 
this year due to the setback on three 
major revenue-generating sectors.

Compare this to 2019, when total 
revenue comprising of direct and 
indirect taxes, amounted to nearly 
$7 billion, its record highest.

Judging from the lower revenue ex-
pectation, the fiscal deficit could wid-
en between eight and nine per cent 
versus five to six per cent last year.

It currently stands at a surplus of 
1.5 per cent, which is pleasing to the 
government, spokesman Meas Sok-
sensan of the Ministry of Economy 
and Finance (MEF) said.

Unfortunately, it is not going to last.
Even as of writing, current income 

from government levies and inter-
ests this year is some 20 per cent 
behind target.

“[So far] 81.4 per cent of non-tax 
revenue has been collected com-
pared to the initial plan, as a result 
of the drop in sector and sub-sectors 
hit by the virus,” he said.

This is compounded by the im-
pact on the garment and foot-

wear industry where some 
$1.1 billion loss is expected 
from the partial withdrawal 
of the Everything but Arms 
scheme which took off on 

August 12.
Put together, the gov-

ernment might only be 
able to save $800-$900 

million this year com-
pared to $3 billion in 2019.

The anticipated fall in reve-
nue is reflected by a halved fis-

cal budget at $4 billion for 2021 
versus $8.2 billion this year.

Impact on debt affordability
According to Moody’s Investors 

Service Inc, government revenue in 
emerging economies (EEs) will dip 
by an average 2.1 percentage points 
of GDP in 2020, which is more than 
twice the one percentage point in 
advanced economies.

In an analysis between oil-import-
ing and oil-exporting nations, the 
global ratings agency, which rated 
Cambodia as B2 stable, said oil-im-
porting EEs generally benefit from a 
relatively stable revenue base.

However, this time the revenue 
shortfall will be much larger than 
that experienced after the global fi-
nancial crisis.

“Cambodia, the Maldives, Barba-
dos, Belize, Thailand and South Af-
rica, in particular, will register size-
able [year-on-year] falls in revenue 
as a proportion of GDP, given that all 
barring South Africa will be heavily 
affected by the sharp decline in in-
ternational tourism,” Moody’s said.

This squarely reflects the estimated 
$5 billion revenue loss in the tourism 
sector this year as international travels 
plunged in the months after February.

Seemingly, the crisis has under-
lined the importance of revenue 
generation for EEs because the fall 
in revenue is particularly 
important for 
creditwor-
thiness.

This is so because of the spend-
ing needs of the government such 
as social, infrastructure and debt-
financing which Moody’s said is of-
ten more urgent than for advanced 
economies.

Additionally, their narrow revenue 
bases mean any fall in revenue has a 
large impact on debt affordability.

In the October 12 note, Moody’s 
said almost all EEs are set to re-
cord deficits this year and face con-
straints in cutting spending amid 
the pandemic, which amplifies the 
pertinence of revenue generation.

No easing on spending pressure
As the crisis deepens with nearly 

50,000 garment workers affected by 
the temporary closure of 100 to 150 
factories, in addition to the pressure 
on key economic sectors and medi-
cal needs, the urge to draw down 
savings might be overwhelming.

Up to September, the government 
had disbursed $40 each to jobless 
workers in the garment and tourism 
sectors under 30 cash outlay pro-
grammes, which are part of its $800 
million to $2 billion fiscal stimulus 
package.

Of that, some $564 million was set 
aside for unemployed workers, ID-
Poor households, cash for work pro-
gramme and Covid-19 healthcare 
expenditure.

Tax breaks were also extended till 
the end of the year for businesses 
that were impacted by the corona-
virus pandemic while some $3.6 
billion worth of loans were restruc-
tured as of August 31, 2020.

The stimulus, equivalent to seven 
per cent of GDP, was pooled to-
gether by reallocating $900 million 
via rationalisation of activities such 
as cutbacks on foreign trips and the 
postponement of large public infra-
structure projects.

But as funds run assumedly low, 
the government decided early this 
month to hold the planned civil ser-
vant pay rise next year.

Together with an increase in 
stimulus and healthcare spending, 
Moody’s expects the drop in revenue 
to trigger a sizeable fiscal deteriora-
tion across EE sovereigns.

On top of that, spending pres-
sures are not likely to ease in the 
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revenue dips
After years of strong growth, Cambodia comes face-to-face with falling income, dwindling 
savings and a gaping deficit which will test its mettle



short-term, particularly as the crisis 
has emphasised the social role gov-
ernments perform in areas such as 
healthcare and labour markets.

These spending pressures are of-
ten worsened by factors including 
higher interest burden, infrastruc-
ture deficiencies, weaker broader 
public sector, higher subsidies, 
lower incomes and more precarious 
employment.

“As a result, most of the burden for 
any fiscal consolidation is likely to 
fall on the revenue side,” it said.

Tax base expansion
Owing to that, focus on raising rev-

enue could shift to widening the tax 
base which admittedly is challenging.

As it stands, the capital gains tax – 
largely seen as a prelude to private 
income tax – will come into effect on 
January 1, 2021, which has raised the 
ire of industry players and consumers.

This is in addition to the push by 
the government to register small 
businesses including nail salons 
and schools through the acquisition 
of permits from the One Window 
Service Office (OWSO).

Although the authorities claim that 
the permits aid smooth inspections, 
some quarters perceive it as a subtle 
expansion of the taxpayer base.

However, Kimlong, director of in-
dependent think tank Asian Vision 
Institute’s Centre for Governance 
Innovation and Democracy, does 
not think so.

“[The registration] is to improve 
the business climate and formalise 
businesses for improved gover-
nance,” he asserted.

Still, the need to grow national in-
come in the current economic land-
scape seems apparent.

For instance, new laws that sat on 
the back burner for years have fi-
nally come to be passed such as the 
Law on E-Commerce and soon-to-
be-implemented Law on the Man-
agement of Integrated Resorts and 
Commercial Gambling.

These laws, including the capi-
tal gains tax, will augment the tax 
revenue in a few short years as pre-
scribed under Cambodia’s revenue 
mobilisation strategy (RMS).

To date, the General Department of 
Tax has collected nearly two-thirds of 
its $2.9 billion tax revenue target but 
a lot of this is based on a profitable 
fiscal year for taxpayers last year.

The agony of lower taxation will 
kick in next year, which is probably 
why Moody’s opined that most vul-
nerable countries may receive more 
grants to help deal with the post-
pandemic era.

Although it added that the rev-
enue receipts are not within a gov-
ernment’s control and tend to only 
cover a small portion of its total 
spending needs.

That is why it expects EE govern-
ments to redouble their efforts to 
increase tax collection, and perhaps 
with development finance institu-
tions such as ADB.

“Admittedly, it will be a challeng-

ing task, even for sovereigns with 
the strongest institutional capacity,” 
Moody’s said.

But looking back at 10 years of 
revenue collection before this crisis, 
it found that Cambodia along with 
Rwanda and Armenia managed to 
grow their revenue ̀ much faster than 
GDP growth’ on a sustained basis.

These countries have improved 
payment processes, reinforced ad-
ministrative capacities and simpli-
fied tax systems and policies.

“In Cambodia, the RMS looked at 
improving overall tax compliance 
and governance, including the use 
of e-tax services and auditing.

“These measures have enabled 
the authorities to increase govern-
ment revenue to 24 per cent of GDP 
in 2019, up from less than 19 per 
cent in 2013,” it said.

Open to all funds
In Cambodia, up to $480 million 

worth of concessional loans has 
been signed with bilateral and mul-
tilateral development partners in 
the first half of 2020.

It is 25 per cent of the debt ceil-
ing of 1.4 billion in special drawing 
rights or approximately $1.9 billion 
for this year.

Going by projections in the minis-
try’s public debt statistical bulletin 
for the first half of 2020, borrowings 
could rise to $2.6 billion by the end 
of this year.

At the same time, outstanding 
loans would cumulatively amount 
to $8.7 billion.

In recent months, ADB approved a 
loan of $250 million to help Cambo-
dia’s health systems, expand social 
protection and support economic 
recovery.

This is separate from other Covid-
19 aid and loans from the EU, Japan 
and China, and credit line which the 
Kingdom has accepted in the past 
few months.

Soksensan said it is open to all 
sources of funds, including the cur-
rent government budget and sav-
ings, loans and grants to augment 
expenditure.

Yet, Cambodia is far from lacking 
funds although it is viewing the issue 
“seriously and carefully”, he stressed.

Going forward, the path is rough as 
questions remain if the government 
can hold out as both industries and 
citizens remain stressed.

Many have complained of the dif-
ficulty in acquiring loans offered un-
der the $600 million credit relief via 
government financing agencies as 
people struggle to make ends meet.

It is also not certain how much the 
government has drawn down from 
the stimulus package as it is still 
processing the data.

However, Soksensan assured that 
reforms will persist as well as facili-
tation to affected sectors including 
tax exemptions.

“Barriers will be reduced and stim-
ulus package to small- and medium-
sized enterprises and the agriculture 
sector will carry on,” he said.
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TourisT-haven Ma-
laysia is positioning 
itself as a top-notch 
medical tourism des-

tination in the asean region 
despite challenges as uncer-
tainty looms large due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic.

around 1.3 million for-
eigners landed in Malaysia 
last year seeking treatment, 
compared to 1.2 million in 
2018 – clear testimony to the 
country’s ability to deliver 
quality medical services 
and the growing confidence 
among overseas patients. 

The medical tourism 
industry worldwide has been 
affected by the Covid-19 out-
break as cross-border travel 
has been limited – and Ma-
laysia has not been insulated 
from the ongoing onslaught of 
the pandemic. 

however, plans are in place 
to keep access open as its 
world-class medical care and 
infrastructure, global con-
nectivity, affordable pricing, 
international standard hospitals 
and english-speaking staff 
have all made Malaysia a key 
destination for patients from 
the region and beyond.

seventy-six private hospitals 
support its medical tourism 
sector by offering a wide range 
of treatments – fertility, dental, 
gastroenterology, general health 
screenings, neurology, ortho-
paedics, urology, oncology and 
cardiology, among others.

Malaysia healthcare Travel 
Council (MhTC) Ceo sherene 
azli said patients across the 
globe are warmly welcomed to 
the southeast asian nation for 
medical treatment.

“Malaysia’s appeal as a 
sought-after healthcare 
destination comes from our 
world-class quality, ease of 
accessibility and competi-
tive affordability.

“We have an existing 
network of top healthcare 
facilities that are equipped 
with state-of-the-art tech-
nology and have expert 
healthcare professionals 
onboard to provide patients 
with excellent medical care.  

“along with providing the 
best of medical consultations, 
Malaysian healthcare also 
strives to provide a seamless 
patient journey. 

“This includes greeting 
healthcare travellers at the 
airport, assisting them to 
expedite customs and provid-
ing assistance on every step of 
the journey, until they depart 

back to their home countries,” 
sherene said.

Malaysia was recognised 
as “Destination of the Year” 
by the International Medical 
Travel Journal for three years 
– 2015, 2017 and 2020 – with 
“highly Commended” mentions 
in 2018 and 2019. 

Malaysia is the number one 
healthcare travel destination by 
volume according to the 2018 
Global Market Report produced 
by LaingBuisson, the uK-based 
healthcare research intelligence 
provider.

according to a Patients Be-
yond Borders report, in-bound 
healthcare travellers to Malay-
sia can realise savings of up to 
80 per cent on a wide range of 
procedures and treatments in 
first-class hospitals and clinics, 
making Malaysia a preferred 
destination for medical care. 

“at Malaysia healthcare, we 
are able to keep our costs com-
petitive with our wide network 
of 76 member hospitals spread 
across Malaysia. This gives 
healthcare travellers the option 
to choose a private healthcare 
facility that suits their needs. 

“We also have a wide pool 
of healthcare professionals 
with both local and interna-
tional experience who are able 
to provide expert consultations 
and treatments at an afford-
able price. regardless of where 
patients choose to go for their 
medical treatment, they will 
continue be greeted by highly 
qualified physicians, surgeons, 
and medical staff.

“The excellent medical 
facilities that Malaysia 
provides has enabled us to 

become a leading healthcare 
travel destination, attracting 
foreigners looking for safe, 
reliable surgery or treatment 
for a variety of ailments,” 
sherene said.

With its range of attractive 
tourist products – from sandy 
beaches, affordable hotels and 
historical parks, to its efficient 
transport network – Malaysia 
has emerged as one of the top 

tourism destinations in the re-
gion, competing with countries 
such as Thailand, indonesia 
and the Philippines. 

over the years, the Malay-
sian government has spent 
billions of dollars developing 
its healthcare infrastructure 
and allowed private hospitals 
to function alongside public 
institutions. 

as the government began 

to promote medical tourism 
around a decade ago, estab-
lished and reputable private 
hospitals began opening their 
doors to foreign patients  
seeking treatment. 

Medical tourism has grown 
to be a powerful revenue 
generating sector for the 
nation, contributing around 
rM1.7 billion ($425 million) 
last year.

and to continue offering 
its top-class healthcare to the 
world, a medical travel bubble 
has been set up since July for 
travellers seeking treatment in 
Malaysia. 

Those who wish to enter the 
nation for medical treatment 
during the pandemic are re-
quired to submit the necessary 
documents to the selected hos-
pital and apply for permission 
to enter Malaysia.

“We welcome patients from 
across the globe to Malaysia 
for medical treatments. how-
ever, taking into consideration 
the current Covid-19 pan-
demic, MhTC has put together 
stringent standard operating 
procedures [soPs] to ensure 
the safety of Malaysians and 
arriving foreign patients,” 
sherene said.

First, a patient would need 
to secure a treatment appoint-
ment with one of MhTC’s 
member hospitals prior to trav-
elling to Malaysia.

once the appointment has 
been confirmed, the member 
hospital would need to ap-
ply for “Permission to enter 
Malaysia for Treatments” with 
MhTC on behalf of the patient.

entry is then subject to 
immigration Department ap-
proval – assisted by MhTC – in 
addition to a decision from the 
patient’s government.

“unmatched capabilities 
and strengths as a world-class 
quality healthcare provider, 
coupled with the successful and 
commendable steps Malaysia 
has taken in the battle against 
Covid-19 is testament to our 
strong healthcare ecosystem 
and the quality of care that 
patients can expect from the 
‘World’s healthcare Marvel’,” 
sherene said.  

Malaysia’s medical sector welcomes 
patients worldwide in all weathers

CEO Sherene Azli. SUPPLIED MHTC has played a major role in promoting medical tourism to Malaysia. 

A media visit to a private hospital arranged by MHTC in October last year.  

Some 76 private hospitals drive Malaysia’s robust healthcare sector. 

Private sector hospitals in Malaysia are well equipped with modern equipment. SUPPLIED 
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US drugmaker Purdue Pharma 
pleaded guilty to three criminal 
charges over its intense drive to 
push sales of the prescription 
opioid OxyContin, which stoked 
a nationwide addiction crisis, 
the Department of Justice 
announced on Wednesday.

Purdue also agreed to $8.3 bil-
lion in fines, damages and forfei-
tures to settle the criminal case 
against it, the department said.

In a separate agreement, the 
billionaire Sackler family, which 
built Purdue to a pharmaceutical 
giant on the back of lucrative sales 
of OxyContin, agreed to pay $225 
million to resolve civil liability 
charges filed by the department.

FBI assistant director Steven 
D’Antuono said: “Purdue, 
through greed and violation of 
the law, prioritised money over 
the health and well-being of 
patients.”

Purdue, which filed for bank-
ruptcy protection last year, 
pleaded guilty to one count of 
fraud and two counts of violating 
kickback laws over its marketing 
and sales of OxyContin and two 
other hydrocodone-based treat-
ments, which involved encour-
aging distributors and doctors to 
aggressively push the highly 
addictive drugs to consumers.

Even after paying $600 million 
for falsely marketing the pain-
killer as “less addictive”, the 
department said, Purdue ratched 
up its sales drive and developed 
new addictive applications 
which it marketed through a net-
work of 100,000 prescribing doc-
tors and nurse practitioners.

Among them were thousands 
of hyper-prescribers that Purdue 
“knew or should have known 
were prescribing opioids for uses 
many of which were not for a 
medically accepted indication, 
were unsafe, ineffective, and 
medically unnecessary”, or 
which were resold on the black 
market, the charges said.

To encourage them Purdue 
had a programme dubbed 
‘Evolve to Excellence’ which 
offered financial and other 
incentives, particularly offering 
doctors lucrative speaking gigs, 
which amounted to kickbacks 
for pumping out more prescrip-
tions of the company’s drugs.

Its activities, combined with 
those of other prescription 
opioid producers and distribu-
tors, fed an epidemic of addic-
tion. Millions of people across 
the country became depend-
ent on the painkillers while the 

drugmakers reaped billions of 
dollars in profits.

According to the Centres for 
Disease Control and Prevention, 
more than 500,000 US citizens 
have died of opioid overdoses – 
both prescription and non-pre-
scription – since 1999.

In a statement, Steven Miller, 
Purdue’s chairman since 2018, 
said the company “deeply 
regrets and accepts responsibil-
ity for the misconduct detailed 
by the Department of Justice”.

“Purdue today is a very differ-
ent company. We have made 
significant changes to our lead-
ership, operations, governance, 
and oversight,” he added.

Purdue also faces billions of 
dollars in claims from state and 
local authorities around the 
country, and in September last 
year filed for bankruptcy to fend 
off more legal claims against it.

Because of the bankruptcy and 
competing claims from litigants 
and creditors, the department 
admitted it might not see all of 
the $8.3 billion the company 
agreed to pay on Wednesday.

But the agreement mandated 
that the company be dissolved 
and its assets be placed in a new 
“public benefit company [PBC]”.

Deputy Attorney General 
Jeffrey Rosen said: “The PBC 
would be charged with provid-
ing its medicines in a manner 
as safe as possible, without 
diversions, while providing 
millions of doses of medicines 
to treat opioids addiction and 
reverse overdoses and other-
wise taking into account long-
term public health interests.”

The Sacklers, he added, would 
have no role in that company. He 
added that the civil fine against 
the family did not preclude future 
criminal charges against them, 
amid public pressure to wrest 
back the profits they earned on 
the addiction epidemic.

In a statement, New York 
state Attorney General Letitia 
James said her office will con-
tinue to pursue the family.

She said in a statement: 
“Today’s deal doesn’t account 
for the hundreds of thousands 
of deaths or millions of addic-
tions caused by Purdue Phar-
ma and the Sackler family.

“While no amount of money 
can ever compensate the pain 
that so many now know, we will 
continue to litigate our case 
through the courts to secure 
every cent we can to limit future 
opioid addictions.” AFP
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POPE Francis (pictured, AFP) 
on Wednesday voiced support 
for same-sex couples, calling 
them “children of God” and 
saying they should be allowed 
to have legally recognised 
civil unions, in a radical shift 
from previous pontiffs.

The pope, whose opposition 
to gay marriage remains un-
changed, said in a documentary 
premiered at the Rome Film Fes-
tival: “These are children of God, 
they have the right to a family.

“What we have to create is a 
law of civil union, they have the 
right to be legally protected. 
I have defended that,” he 
said in film-maker Evgeny 
Afineevsky’s “Francesco”.

According to biographer 
Austen Ivereigh, the future 
pope backed civil unions for 
gay couples while he was still 
the archbishop of Buenos Aires 
and known as Jorge Bergoglio.

But while Francis has previ-
ously spoken about same-sex 
unions, he has always voiced 
opposition to gay marriage, say-

ing that marriage should only 
be between a man and woman.

“’Marriage’ is a historic 
word,” he told French soci-
ologist Dominique Wolton in 
a 2017 book of interviews.

“Always among human be-
ings, and not only in the Church, 
it has been between a man and 
a woman. You can’t just change 
that like that.”

Vatican expert Vania de Luca 
told RaiNews: “Since t h e 
beginning of the 
pontificate the 
Pope has spoken 

of respect for 
h o m o -

sexuals and has been against 
their discrimination.

“The novelty today is that 
he defends as Pope a law for 
civil unions.”

After becoming pope in 
2013, Francis took an un-
precedented welcoming tone 
towards LGBTQ individuals, 
launching his famous phrase, 
“Who am I to judge?” and 
welcoming gay couples to the 
Vatican on several occasions.

The two-hour documen-
tary screened on Wednesday 
traces the seven years of his 
pontificate and his travels.

Among the most moving 
moments of the film 

is the Pope’s phone 
call to a gay couple, 

parents of three 
young children, 

in response to 
a letter they 
sent him 

saying how 
a s h a m e d 
they were to 
bring their 

children to their parish.
Francis invites them to con-

tinue to go to church regardless 
of the judgements of others.

In the past, he has regularly 
said gay people should be ac-
cepted in their parishes and 
urged parents not to reject 
their children.

And on his first foreign trip 
as pope, to Brazil in 2013, he 
asked “who am I to judge?” 
about members of the LGBTQ 
community.

He has since received many 
gay people for private audi-
ences, infuriating the Church’s 
more conservative wing.

Chilean Juan Carlos Cruz, 
an activist against sexual 
abuse within the Church, ac-
companied the director to the 
film screening on Wednesday.

“When I met Pope Francis he 
told me he was very sorry about 
what happened. ‘Juan, it is God 
who made you gay and he loves 
you anyway. God loves you and 
the Pope loves you too,’” Cruz 
recalled in the film. AFP

Pope backs civil unions for gay couples

Spain the first EU nation with 
one million coronavirus cases
S

PAIN has become the first EU na-
tion to record a million novel coro-
navirus infections, official data 
showed on Wednesday, as the gov-

ernment mulled fresh restrictions on pub-
lic life to curb the spread of the disease.

The country recorded 16,973 confirmed 
cases of Covid-19 over the past 24 hours, 
the health ministry announced, taking the 
total to 1,005,295 since its first case was 
diagnosed on January 31 on the remote is-
land of La Gomera in the Canary Islands.

Of this number, 34,366 people have 
died, with 156 more deaths were record-
ed in the previous 24 hours.

Spain, which is home to around 47 
million people, is only the sixth country 
in the world to cross this grim milestone 
after the US, India, Brazil, Russia and Ar-
gentina, according to an AFP tally based 
on official figures.

The new wave of contagion has been 
less deadly than in late March and April, 
when fatalities routinely exceeded 800 
per day, as the median age of new infec-
tions has dropped.

But with healthcare workers warning 
the spike could once again overwhelm 
hospitals, health minister Salvador Illa 
said on Tuesday the government was con-
sidering several new measures, including 
nighttime curfews such as those recently 
put in place in France and Belgium.

“We are facing very tough weeks ahead, 
winter is coming, the second wave is no 
longer a threat, it is a reality across Eu-
rope,” he told a news conference, adding 
that the government was “open to every-
thing” to contain the virus.

The health ministry is set to meet on 
Thursday with representatives from Spain’s 
powerful regional governments, who are in 
charge of healthcare, to update the coun-
try’s plan to respond to the pandemic.

Spain was one of the worst-affected 
countries when the coronavirus struck 
Europe early this year before one of the 
world’s most stringent lockdowns helped 
reduce the outbreak’s spread.

But infections have surged since the lock-

down measures were fully removed at the 
end of June, with the rise blamed on the 
rapid return of nightlife and a lack of an ef-
ficient system to track and trace infections.

Messy disagreements between the 
central and regional governments, and 
between political parties, over what 
measures to take have also hampered 
the response, experts say.

“The pandemic has been used as a 
political weapon to fight and argue with 
your adversaries instead of trying to find 
a middle ground and the best solution 
for everyone,” Salvador Macip, an expert 
in health sciences at Catalonia’s Open 
University who has written a book called 
The Great Modern Plagues, told AFP.

As infections have picked up, Spanish 
regional authorities started imposing 
fresh restrictions.

Madrid and several satellite cities have 
since early this month been under a partial 
lockdown, while the wealthy northeastern 
region of Catalonia has imposed a 15-day 
shutdown of all bars and restaurants.

The northern wine-growing region of La 

Rioja announced on Wednesday it would 
close its regional borders while the north-
eastern region of Aragon said it would im-
pose a partial lockdown on its three big-
gest cities – Huesca, Teruel and Zaragoza.

Angela Hernandez Puente, a doctor and 
the deputy secretary of Madrid’s Amtys 
medical association, said the situation was 
very worrying, but not comparable with 
the overwhelming pressure the health sys-
tem came under in March when intensive 
care units were full and staff lacked per-
sonal protective equipment.

But she said the gains of Spain’s tough 
lockdown were wasted due to a lack of 
preparation for a second wave of infec-
tions, citing as an example the failure to 
hire more doctors for public primary care 
centres, the first line of defence against the 
virus as they handle testing and tracing 
potential cases as well as treating the sick.

She told AFP: “Health care staff are tired 
and angry, many doctors feel that more 
should have been done in June, July and 
August to not let the public health system 
become overburdened as it is now.” AFP

Spain has recorded 1,005,295 cases of coronavirus since the first case was diagnosed on January 
31 on the remote island of La Gomera in the Canary Islands. AFP

Deputy US Attorney General Jeffrey Rosen (centre) announces that 
Purdue Pharma LP has agreed to plead guilty to criminal charges over 
the handling of its addictive prescription opioid OxyContin. POOL/AFP

Purdue pleads guilty 
to criminal charges 
over opioid sales drive



T
HE International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) 
has raised concern 
over environmental 

protection – or the lack thereof 
– in Indonesia’s Job Creation 
Law, calling on the government 
to ensure sustainable growth.

While the new omnibus law 
would ease restrictions that 
had been identified as obsta-
cles to job-creating investment 
and higher productivity, which 
could boost growth and reduce 
poverty, one concern related to 
environmental standards, said 
IMF mission chief for Indone-
sia Thomas Helbling.

“The implementing regu-
lation that is now underway 
should be guided by the need 
to ensure sustainable and in-
clusive growth,” he told The 
Jakarta Post through email 
on Wednesday. “It should be 
applied in a consistent and 
transparent fashion.”

The omnibus bill, passed 
into law on October 5, has 
sparked widespread public 
protests and labour strikes as it 
is considered to be undermin-
ing labour rights and weaken-
ing environmental protection.

Protests entered their third 
week as thousands of stu-
dents and workers took to the 
street on Tuesday.

Businesses considered low-
risk will only need to register 
before they begin operations, 
according to the new law.

Meanwhile, businesses con-

sidered medium-risk need to 
follow a set of standards, and 
only high-risk investment re-
quired an environmental per-
mit. Environmental studies are 
only required for investments 
considered to be high-risk.

Investment permit proce-
dures by provincial and local 
governments will be stan-
dardised, with the central 
government able to take over 
in certain cases.

The law raises the fines for 
environmental damage, with 
those burning forests facing 
15 years of imprisonment 
and fines of 7.5 billion rupiah 
($510,000).

The IMF has joined a list of 
foreign institutions that voiced 
concerns over environmental 
protection in the omnibus law, 
namely credit rating agency 
Moody’s Investor Service, in-
vestor Sumitomo Mitsui Trust 
Asset Management and 34 
others foreign investors.

“There have been strong 
[environmental] concerns 
among long-term investors 
like ourselves over the reforms, 
which may weaken efforts the 
government has pursued over 
many years,” Sumitomo Mit-
sui representative director 
Yoshio Hishida wrote in a let-
ter to Deputy Foreign Minister 
Mahendra Siregar, a draft of 
which was seen by the Post.

Previously, 35 foreign inves-
tors managing $4.1 trillion in 
assets, including Sumitomo 

Mitsui, warned that the omni-
bus law could pose new risks to 
the country’s tropical forests.

“While we recognise the ne-
cessity for reform of business 
law in Indonesia, we have 
concerns about the negative 
impact of certain environ-
mental protection measures 
affected by the omnibus bill 
on job creation,” Nether-
lands-based asset manager 
Robeco senior engagement 

specialist Peter van der Werf 
said as reported by Reuters.

“While the proposed regula-
tory changes aim to increase 
foreign investment, they risk 
contravening international best 
practice standards intended to 
prevent unintended harmful 
consequences from business 
activities that could deter inves-
tors from Indonesian markets.”

Meanwhile, Moody’s said the 
relaxation of reporting stan-

dards for businesses that had 
acquired approval for their en-
vironmental impact analysis 
and the eased restrictions on 
clearing peatland for palm oil 
plantations could “deter foreign 
investment that was increas-
ingly focused on environmen-
tal, social and governance-
driven goals and responsible 
commodity production”.

In a statement published on 
October 16, the World Bank 

said the omnibus law was a 
“major reform effort to make 
Indonesia more competitive 
and support the country’s long-
term aspiration of becoming a 
prosperous society”, adding 
that removing burdensome re-
strictions on investment would 
help attract investors, create 
jobs and fight poverty.

“Consistent implementa-
tion of the law will be criti-
cal and will require strong 
implementing regulations to 
ensure inclusive and sustain-
able economic growth as well 
as concerted efforts by the 
government of Indonesia and 
other stakeholders,” the US-
based lender added.

Meanwhile, Fitch Ratings 
sovereign analyst for Indone-
sia Thomas Rookmaker said 
the law marked a significant 
enhancement of the business 
climate and a step forward for 
labour market flexibility, which 
should improve the country’s 
international competitiveness 
if implemented properly.

“The reforms will put In-
donesia in a better posi-
tion to capitalise on shifts in 
global manufacturing supply 
chains,” he wrote in an op-ed 
article published by the Post 
entitled Omnibus law boosts 
Indonesian growth prospects.

“Fitch Ratings believes that 
the law will bolster Indone-
sia’s long-term economic 
growth prospects.” THE JAKARTA 

POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK
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A LEAGUE table assessing re-
tirement income systems has 
again put Singapore at top spot 
in Asia and seventh overall.

The ranking comes amid 
concerns that the pandemic 
will hit future pensions, with 
reduced contributions, lower 
investment returns and high-
er government debt, said the 
Mercer CFA Institute Global 
Pension Index report.

It examined 39 retirement 
income systems covering al-
most two-thirds of the world’s 
population using a combina-
tion of responses gathered 
from May to July and publicly 
available data. The Nether-
lands led the way, followed by 
Denmark and Israel.

The index, now in its 12th edi-
tion, assessed each retirement 
system based on adequacy, in-
tegrity and sustainability.

The adequacy category ex-
amines a system’s benefits, 
design, levels of savings and 
home ownership, among 
other factors, to determine 
its ability to provide adequate 
retirement income.

Integrity considers factors 
such as regulation, gover-
nance, communication and 
operating costs, while sustain-
ability measures how likely a 
system will be able to provide 
benefits in the future.

Singapore ranked seventh 
for adequacy, 11th for integri-
ty and 12th for sustainability.

The city-state has Asia’s top 
retirement system, followed 
by Hong Kong and Malaysia.

Dr David Knox, senior part-
ner at Mercer and the study’s 
lead author, told a briefing 
on October 16 that Singapore 
ranked well as it has an estab-
lished system – the Central 
Provident Fund (CPF) – with 
good governance and wide 
coverage of all employed Sin-
gaporean residents.

“The CPF also has an annu-
ity focus, so you have an in-
come-oriented system with 
money being set aside for 
the future,” said Dr Knox in 
reference to CPF Life, which 
provides a lifelong monthly 
payout once a member turns 
65.

The report noted that the 
Singapore government im-
plemented changes to the 
CPF scheme in 2016, includ-
ing more flexibility in draw-
ing down retirement pension 
amounts and increases to 
certain contribution and in-
terest rates.

Singapore also retained its 
“B” grade, indicating that it 
has a pension system with 
a sound structure and good 
features, but with some areas 
for improvement.

Chong Chee Loong, who 
heads Mercer’s wealth busi-
ness in Singapore, said the 
system can be improved by 
reducing the barriers to es-
tablished tax-approved group 
corporate retirement plans 
and increasing the age at 
which CPF members can ac-
cess their retirement savings.

“The system would also be 

fortified by opening the CPF 
to non-residents working in 
Singapore, given that they 
comprise a significant por-
tion of the workforce,” Chong 
said.

He noted that the govern-
ment has focused on safe-
guarding businesses and 
Singaporeans amid the pan-
demic and in doing so, has 
also looked at maintaining 
the strength of its pension 
system, including deferring 
a planned increase in CPF 
contribution rates for senior 
workers by one year to Janu-
ary 1, 2022.

It also announced the CPF 
Transition Offset scheme, 
which will cover half of the in-
crease in employer CPF con-
tribution rates for one year, 
and will be calculated based 
on employees’ incomes paid 
up to the CPF salary ceiling of 
S$6,000 (US$4,400) a month 
in 2022.

The report said higher gov-
ernment debt due to support 
measures amid the pandemic 
is likely to restrict the ability 
to support older populations 
through pensions or other 
services such as health or 
aged care.

The research project was 
sponsored by CFA Institute, 
the global association of in-
vestment professionals, in 
collaboration with the Mo-
nash Centre for Financial 
Studies and global consultan-
cy firm Mercer. THE STRAITS TIMES/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK

VIETNAM will be the fifth part-
ner in the Forest Carbon Part-
nership Facility (FCPF) and the 
first in the Asia-Pacific region 
to sign an Emissions Reduction 
Purchase Agreement (ERPA), 
according to Deputy Minister 
of Agriculture and Rural Devel-
opment Ha Cong Tuan.

As part of efforts to imple-
ment the 2015 Paris Agreement 
on climate change, Vietnam ne-
gotiated with the FCPF, which 
entrusted the World Bank to 
coordinate and negotiate with 
the country to prepare for the 
signing of the agreement.

Under the terms, if Vietnam 
fully implements its commit-
ment for north-central locali-
ties Thanh Hoa, Nghe An, Ha 
Tinh, Quang Binh, Quang Tri 
and Thua Thien-Hue to re-
duce CO2 emissions by 10.3 
million tonnes, the FCPF will 
pay Vietnam $51.5 million.

Signing the agreement is 
part of Vietnam’s efforts to re-
duce deforestation and forest 
degradation.

It also means the country 
can implement a mecha-
nism to calculate reductions 
in greenhouse gas emissions, 
contributing to its efforts to 
improving forest protection 
and management, and at the 
same time, secure a new fi-
nancial resource for the work.

Tuan said that after signing 
the ERPA, the ministry will 

have to issue a detailed plan 
to implement the agreement.

He underlined the impor-
tance of reducing forest deg-
radation and increasing the 
area and quality of forests.

Vietnam is working to re-
store and improve the vol-
ume, quality and biodiversity 
of natural forests, as well as 
applying new technologies to 
increase productivity and the 
quality of planted forests, to-
wards enhancing the capacity 
to absorb carbon.

The country is a member 
of the UN Framework Con-
vention on Climate Change 
and has pledged to cut green-
house gas emissions by eight 
per cent by 2030. If it receives 
effective cooperation from 
other countries and interna-
tional support, it could cut up 
to 25 per cent of emissions.

In this initiative, Vietnam 
has worked closely with the 
FCPF and many other organi-
sations to reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions and has 10 

years to prepare for a carbon 
credit mechanism.

In 2018, the FCPF recognised 
Vietnam had basically complet-
ed the preparatory phase to re-
duce greenhouse gas emissions 
in line with the ‘Reducing Emis-
sions from Deforestation and 
Forest Degradation’ (REDD+) 
international framework.

The ministry signed a letter 
of intent with the FCPF and 
moved to a new phase of re-
sults-based payments towards 
a full carbon credit market.

REDD+ is an international 
initiative aimed at providing 
financial and technical assis-
tance for developing countries, 
to help reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions and mitigate the 
impact of climate change via 
efforts against deforestation 
and forest degradation.

Vietnam has participated in 
REDD+ since 2008 and more 
than 45 related projects have 
been implemented in the 
country to date. VIET NAM NEWS/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Singapore keeps top spot 
for pension systems in Asia

Vietnam 
to sign on 
emissions 
reduction

Environmental worries over Indonesia law

A protester holds an Indonesian flag during a rally against the omnibus law in Jakarta on Tuesday. AFP

Ha Trung district’s rangers inspect the pine forest in Ha Trung township 
in the Vietnamese central province of Thanh Hoa, to prevent fire risks 
ahead of the dry season. VIETNAM NEWS AGENCY/VIET NAM NEWS
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Opinion

t
He average life expectancy of 
the chinese people by the 
end of last year had 
increased to 77.3 years, one 

year more than that in 2015. china 
reached the target one year ahead of 
schedule, and now chinese people’s 
average life expectancy is nearly five 
years longer than the global average 
and it is getting closer to the level of 
high-income countries.

As one of the three core indicators 
of human development, according to 
the UN, average life expectancy is an 
important measurement of a coun-
try’s economic development level 
and people’s overall health. In the 
12th Five-Year Plan (2011-15), china 
made life expectancy one of the new 
indicators to measure its social devel-
opment, as well as chinese people’s 
health and living standards.

Yet, despite a longer life being a 
good thing, the continuous rise in life 
expectancy poses a new challenge to 
society. It has also created new 
opportunities, though.

For individuals, the continued 
increase in life expectancy means a 
change in life cycle. In the past, life 
beyond 60 used to be relatively limit-
ed due to, among other things, falling 
health and the constant need for 
medical care. the fact that the aver-
age life expectancy is now 77.3 years 
means that a person’s life beyond 60 
is 17 years, which is a long time. And 
since an average person’s age beyond 
60 is longer than childhood, people 
need to change the traditional con-
cept of “old age” and better plan their 
post-retirement life.

For a society, longer life expectancy 
means a constantly rising elderly pop-
ulation and change in the traditional 
population age structure. Which, in 
other words, is called an aging society. 
For example, in the past, the age 
structure of china’s population look 
like a pyramid, with the working-age 
population being in the middle, chil-
dren aged 0-14 forming the base and 
the elderly population completing the 
pyramid at the top.

today, the age structure of china’s 
population looks like an olive, with 
the elderly population gradually 
catching up with that of children. And 
in the future, the age structure of the 
population could look like an inverted 
pyramid, as the elderly population 
could be twice that of children.

Population is a fundamental and 

strategic factor in a country’s eco-
nomic and social development. 
therefore, the drastic change in the 
age structure of a country’s popula-
tion is bound to cause all-round and 
long-term changes in various fields, 
for instance, in old-age care, the 
most important cause for concern 
for society today.

Given that in the past the elderly 
population was relatively small, 
senior citizens had an equally 
small role as participants in social 
and economic affairs, and pension 
could be dealt with as a problem 
exclusive to a small group of peo-
ple. but with the elderly population 
continuing to rise, they can no 
longer be excluded from social cal-
culations, as their needs are much 

more than just retirement benefits.
the life of the elderly has changed 

from a simple, mainly localised con-
cern to a systemic, comprehensive 
and long-term factor related to the 
sustainable development of the 
economy and society. With the rapid-
ly aging society, the challenges that 
need to be overcome range from the 

rising shortage of labour to increas-
ingly unsustainable pension funds 
and inadequate medical and nursing 
resources.

but there is no need to be pessimis-
tic, because an aging society also cre-
ates new development opportunities. 
take old-age care for example. 
According to available data, the 
direct market value of home-based 
old-age care is now as high as three 

trillion yuan ($470 billion). And the 
sectors providing goods for the elder-
ly are likely to be worth more than 
five trillion yuan by 2025. So it would 
not be an exaggeration to say that the 
industry catering to the elderly peo-
ple is a sunrise industry not only in 
china but also in many other parts of 
the world.

In rapidly aging societies such as 
Japan and Germany, many compa-
nies have found new business oppor-
tunities in meeting the needs of sen-
ior citizens. So governments, 
societies and markets should find 
new ways to fully use resources to 
cater to the aging population, adjust 
the economic model, industrial 
structure and distribution system, 
and promote innovations in the mar-
ket, public policymaking and govern-
ance, in order to transform them and 
promote sustainable economic and 
social development. CHINA DAILY/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

The author is deputy director and senior  
research fellow at Aging Society Research 
Center, the Pangoal Institution. The views don’t 
necessarily reflect those of China Daily.

opinion
Li Jia

Need to capitalise on chances  
offered by aging society

A 68-year-old Chinese woman works out at a gym in Shanghai last month. In rapidly aging societies such as Japan and Germany, many 
companies have found new business opportunities in meeting the needs of senior citizens. afp

The industry catering to the 
elderly is a sunrise industry 
not only in china but also in 

many other parts of the world
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A
FTER finding success sell-
ing her home-pickled fer-
mented mangoes online, 
Serey Hannika decided to 

diversify her offerings and open a 
brick-and-mortar restaurant in the 
Borey Peng Hout Boeung Snor gated 
community in the capital’s Chbar 
Ampov district to satisfy her grow-
ing list of customers.

First, she expanded her online 
menu to test the waters and after re-
ceiving encouragement from family, 
friends and customers, she opened 
her physical eatery, called Good 
Taste Ptas Bai Puy Puy (Good Taste 
Puy Puy’s Kitchen).

Dishes start at $3 and each item 
has been personally vetted by her 
friends or family, ensuring only qual-
ity meals end up on diners’ plates.

Hannika, 38, tells The Post: “My 
family loves to eat dishes that I make 
for them and we frequently cook and 
enjoy meals together at home. 

“They love it, and not only my fam-
ily. My friends also kept pushing me 
to open a restaurant. That’s where it 
all started and we brought every dish 
we enjoy at home to our eatery.”   

The restaurant’s quirky name rais-
es the eyebrows of curious custom-
ers, but Hannika has her reasons.

“It started one day when we were 
live-streaming and customers asked 
for the name [of her business]. At 
that time my sister [named Puy Puy] 
was online alone. 

“She immediately came up with 
the idea of naming it Ptas Bai, which 
in English means kitchen. It’s a very 
simple term since we were cooking 
in our home kitchen,” she says.

Good Taste has been serving 
food for two years – a year online 
and another at her restaurant. 
 
Breaking down the menu

Hannika, who is also a CTN television 
sports reporter, says her recipes are in-
spired by Thai and Western cuisines. 

Good Taste’s most popular dishes 
are Mokatha BBQ soup, Tampa (a Thai 
dish) with salmon and prawns, spicy 
crab, fried chicken knees and oysters.

“Tampa is like a papaya salad but 
there are vegetables [and other in-
gredients] added like moon-round 
eggplant, green bananas, climbing 
wattle mashed with sea crab, prawns 
and snails. Any seafood they would 
love, or Khmer noodles with salmon. 

“Mokatha is barbequed bacon, 
beef and seafood with soup and 
plenty of vegetables,” she says. 

Hannika offers a sweet fish sauce 
or a tofu sauce, both inspired by Thai 
cuisine, to complement her dishes. 

Many of the ingredients are 
bought at the local market, but she 
has a regular supplier as well.

“We have our supplier whom we 

can trust. We always make sure that 
all of our vegetables and meats are 
safe for our customers to consume. 
We know where our products come 
from,” she says. 

Hannika does not handle kitchen 
duties, but every process is thor-
oughly checked by her. 

“Although I had never owned a 
restaurant, we started like a termite 
nest, from small to big, we sort of 
learned little by little. We have had 
quite some time to digest [the pro-
cess] at our own pace,” she says.

Hannika says she wants customers 
to feel as comfortable as if they’re in 
their own home. 

“The service is an important angle 
we focus on,” she says.

Her humbly decorated eatery may 
feel cosy but it can fit up to 100 cus-
tomers at once. 

A selection of wine is available 
at affordable prices to accom-
pany Hannika’s homespun meals. 

Struggling through Covid
Lately, Hannika has faced obstacles 

encountered by many restaurant own-
ers in Phnom Penh. Covid-19 and ad-
verse weather have thrown a wrench 
into her business plan as customers 
cling to their money and eat at home. 

She says she’s been able to stay 

afloat thanks to delivery and take-
away orders. 

“These problems affect everyone 
but I prefer to think positively. This 
will end and I just hope things will 
fall back into place soon,” she says. 

She says anyone wishing to book a 
private party or celebration at her eat-
ery will receive 10 per cent off their bill.

Good Taste Ptas Bai Puy Puy is open 
every day except public holidays. De-
livery orders can be placed from 11am 
and the restaurant is open from 4pm 
to midnight. 

It’s address is #277 & #279 Borey Peng 
Hout (Boeung Snor), Street Polaris 
Project 7, Phnom Penh, Cambodia.

Food & Drink
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Homemade meals and wine, all in ‘Good Taste’

Good Taste Puy Puy’s Kitchen specialises in a fusion of Thai, Western and Khmer cuisines and owner Serey Hannika adds her own flair to each dish.  Yousos ApdoulrAshim

Good Taste can accommodate private gatherings. Yousos ApdoulrAshim

Many of the dishes are designed to be shared. Yousos ApdoulrAshim

Featuring two storefronts, Good Taste can accommodate up 100 people at once. Yousos ApdoulrAshim
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Like unripe fruit
  6 Charlotte ___ (dessert)
 11 Org. for moms, pops, and 

pedagogues
 14 See-through, as nylons
 15 “King of the Hill” town
 16 Large coffee dispenser
 17 Sewers’ conveniences
 19 Mai ___ (rum drink)
 20 Legendary Giants outfielder Mel
 21 “___ Love You” (Beatles tune)
 22 Have a malady
 23 Closer to the color of tanned 

leather
 27 Chooses
 29 First word of the Lord’s Prayer
 30 Architect’s detail
 32 First word of a letter
 33 Flossing advocacy grp.
 34 Hawaiian dances
 36 “Drabs” partners
 39 Brief swims
 41 Trees with needles
 43 Web filter target
 44 Very deep sleep
 46 Popular soft drinks

 48 Prefix with “release”
 49 One who’s “just looking”
 51 Noted first name in jazz
 52 Suffix with “organ”
 53 Was successful in the Olympics
 56 Learned people
 58 Flightless “down under” bird
 59 Before now
 60 What wrestlers grapple on
 61 Server’s reward
 62 Locating exactly
 68 Bulldog booster
 69 Sub detector
 70 Gymnast Comaneci
 71 Cozy retreat in the home
 72 Maternally related
 73 Most Jordanians
DOWN
  1 Adder relative
  2 Ho ___ Minh City
  3 Suffix for “velvet”
  4 Army scout’s job
  5 Savage or barbaric
  6 Word from a cheerleader
  7 Paranormal showman Geller
  8 Pours none too neatly
  9 Got the feeling

 10 Stored, as grain or fodder
 11 Hamper a pie?
 12 Distinguishing characteristic
 13 Blue-dye plants
 18 Meet a challenge
 23 Frog relatives
 24 Video complement
 25 Engrossed with
 26 Historical memento
 28 Prominent donkey features
 31 Camper’s floater
 35 Does well at retail
 37 Break open suddenly
 38 Botanical uprights
 40 Type of bean or milk
 42 Spicy cured meat
 45 Patient’s problem
 47 Grassland dotted with trees
 50 Area
 53 Allocated (with “out”)
 54 “J’accuse ...!” author Zola
 55 Disco legend Summer
 57 Oil from flower petals
 63 Small butter unit
 64 Valuable find in rock
 65 Actress Lupino
 66 Writer’s point?
 67 Mustang mover?

“STUCK FIVE TIMES” 

Thursday’s solution

Thursday’s solution

Lifestyle

b
orAt is back – and 
the fictional Kazakh 
journalist’s new film 
spells bad news for 

Holocaust deniers, Donald 
trump supporters and the 
president’s personal lawyer 
rudy Giuliani.

Borat Subsequent Mov-
iefilm, out Friday on Amazon 
Prime, is the sequel to brit-
ish comedian Sacha baron 
cohen’s 2006 smash hit moc-
kumentary, which grossed 
$260 million, earned an oscar 
nomination and spawned 
endless poorly punctuated 
catchphrases.

While the plot is under 
wraps, word of baron cohen’s 
latest outrageous ambushes 
on unsuspecting participants 
has spread like wildfire, with 
Giuliani issuing an angry de-
nial on Wednesday after being 
tricked into a fake hotel room 
“interview” with an attractive 
and flirtatious young woman.

In the film, the encounter 
appears to leave the 76-year-
old former New York mayor 
in a highly compromising 
situation, caught quite liter-
ally with his hands down his 
pants in the bedroom.

Giuliani said on Wednesday 
the scene was “a complete 
fabrication”.

“I was tucking in my shirt 
after taking off the recording 
equipment. At no time before, 
during, or after the interview 
was I ever inappropriate,” he 
tweeted.

“If Sacha baron cohen im-
plies otherwise he is a stone-
cold liar.”

Filmed in secret this sum-
mer as the US’ coronavirus 
lockdown eased, the follow-
up movie again sees baron 
cohen hoodwink members 
of the US public and politi-
cians via his bumbling and 
highly offensive reporter 
alter-ego.

Giuliani, a close trump ally 
who introduced the presi-
dent’s speech to accept his 
party nomination this August, 
told the New York Post he had 
thought the hotel meeting 

was a serious interview about 
the trump administration’s 
response to the covid-19 
pandemic.

“I only later realised it must 
have been Sacha baron co-
hen. I thought about all the 
people he previously fooled 
and I felt good about myself 
because he didn’t get me,” 
Giuliani told the publication, 
adding that he was a “fan of 
some of his movies”.

He is far from the only re-
publican target left red-faced 
by the movie.

baron cohen described in 
a recent TIME op-ed how he 
feared for his life after crash-
ing a gun-rights rally in Wash-
ington state for the movie. 

the film’s loose premise 
sees borat – disgraced by the 
first film’s events – offered a 
chance to redeem himself 
and his country by present-
ing a gift to Vice-President 
Mike Pence, who also appears 
briefly in the movie.

‘We salute Trump’
A viral marketing campaign 

is well underway, including a 
parody Kazakhstan govern-
ment twitter account with 
messages including “We sa-
lute trump for crush covid 
given to him by Democrats” 
and congratulating “Vice-P—
grabber Mikhael Pence” on 
his debate performance.

baron cohen appeared in 
character on Monday on Jim-

my Kimmel’s late night show, 
grilling the comedian with a 
“normal Kazakh plague ques-
tionnaire” before conducting 
an unorthodox physical exam 
on his host for coronavirus.

While Kimmel was in on the 
gag, many of baron cohen’s 
victims in the movie are once 
again unwitting members of 
the public.

Multiple subjects of the 
original including a pair of 
brash, drunken college stu-
dents sued the filmmakers for 
conning them into appearing 
in the movie.

the follow-up film is al-
ready the subject of a lawsuit 
from the estate of a Holocaust 
survivor who passed away 
this summer, shortly after she 
was filmed talking with baron 
cohen by a small fake docu-
mentary crew.

Judith Dim evans appears 
in the film to educate borat 
on the Holocaust and is pre-
sented in a positive light.

“Upon learning after giving 
the interview that the movie 
was actually a comedy in-
tended to mock the Holocaust 
and Jewish culture, Ms evans 
was horrified and upset,” 
reads the lawsuit filed by her 
daughter and seen by AFP.

baron cohen, who is Jewish, 
is an outspoken campaigner 
against anti-Semitism and 
conspiracy theories, particu-
larly against their spread on 
social media platforms. AFP

borat preys on trump 
and Giuliani fans in 
outrageous sequel

Sacha Baron Cohen’s sequel to Borat comes 14 years after the original shocked audiences with its clever 
cons. The sequel focuses on US current affairs. AFP

Baron Cohen and his crew filmed the movie in secret this summer as 
the US’ coronavirus lockdown eased. AFP
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real Madrid suffers shocking loss
b

AYerN Munich began their 
defence of the champions 
League title in ominous 
fashion by crushing Atleti-

co Madrid 4-0 on Wednesday, while 
Liverpool and Manchester city also 
won but real Madrid suffered a 
shock defeat.

Madrid, the record 13-time eu-
ropean champions, went down to 
a 3-2 home loss against Shakhtar 
Donetsk, showing how far Zinedine 
Zidane’s side are just now from the 
standards being set by bayern.

two months after scoring the win-
ner in the final against Paris Saint-
Germain in Lisbon, Kingsley coman 
put bayern ahead against Atletico in 
Group A and later scored a stunning 
individual effort to wrap up the vic-
tory at an empty Allianz Arena.

In between Leon Goretzka and 
corentin tolisso were also on tar-
get for the German champions, 
with the latter’s strike a stunner 
from long-range.

“the winning goal in last season’s 
final is a good motivator, but it’s in 
the past now and we have fresh goals 
this season,” coman told Sky Sports.

It was bayern’s 12th consecutive 
champions League win while the re-
sult for Atletico equalled their worst 
defeat under Diego Simeone.

bayern next go to russia to play 
Lokomotiv Moscow, who battled 
back to draw 2-2 at red bull Salz-
burg on Wednesday.

eder put Lokomotiv ahead in Aus-
tria, only for Dominik Szoboszlai to 
crash in a brilliant equaliser.

A deflected Zlatko Junuzovic goal 
put the hosts in front, but Vitali Li-
sakovich headed in to earn the rus-
sian side a point.

Disastrous night for Real 
real were 3-0 down at half-time 

against Shakhtar at the Alfredo di Ste-
fano stadium and fell short with a sec-
ond-half fightback to get their europe-
an campaign off to a disastrous start. 

A depleted Shakhtar were with-
out 10 first-team players and nine 
members of staff due to coronavirus 
infections and had seven starters 
aged 21 or under.

Strikes from tete and Manor Solo-
mon, either side of a raphael Varane 

own-goal, gave the Ukrainian cham-
pions a three-goal half-time lead.

Luka Modric and Vinicius Junior 
pulled goals back and Fede Valverde 
thought he had grabbed an injury-
time equaliser but his deflected shot 
was ruled out for an offside. 

Missing the injured Sergio ramos, 
real have now won just one of their 
last seven champions League home 
games. this was also a second defeat 
in five days as they prepare to go to 
barcelona for the clasico on Saturday.

“We lacked a bit of everything, but 
above all our confidence, which is the 
most important thing,” said Zidane.

Lukaku double 
real are already up against it in Group 

b, even if rivals Inter Milan and borus-
sia Moenchengladbach cancelled each 
other out in a 2-2 draw at San Siro.

romelu Lukaku scored twice for 
Inter, opening the scoring early in 
the second half and then turning in 
a late equaliser.

In between ramy bensebaini net-
ted a penalty for Gladbach and Jonas 
Hofmann scored what he thought 
was a late winner.

Liverpool win without Van Dijk 
Liverpool shook off the absence of 

Virgil van Dijk to edge Ajax 1-0 be-
hind closed doors in Amsterdam in 
Group D.

Van Dijk is set to miss the rest of 
the season with a knee injury but Ju-
rgen Klopp’s side kept a clean sheet 
and took all three points after Nico-
las tagliafico turned a wayward Sa-
dio Mane shot into his own net on 
35 minutes.

“It was not sunshine football but 
we wanted three points and we got 
it,” said Klopp.

the 2019 european champions 
will hope to build on this result when 
they host Midtjylland next week.

the Danes were outclassed at 
home by Atalanta on Wednesday, 
losing 4-0 with Duvan Zapata, Ale-
jandro “Papu” Gomez and Luis 
Muriel scoring in the first half and 
debutant Aleksei Miranchuk adding 
a late fourth.

Pep Guardiola’s city made it three 
wins for english clubs this midweek 
as they came from behind at home 
to beat Porto 3-1.

Luis Diaz gave Porto the lead with 
a superb individual goal but Sergio 
Aguero’s penalty soon brought city 
level and Ilkay Gundogan’s free-kick 
put them ahead on 65 minutes.

Substitute Ferran torres then scored 
a superb goal to make sure of the win.

Also in Group c, egyptian sub-
stitute Ahmed Hassan headed in a 
stoppage-time winner as olympia-
kos downed Marseille 1-0. afp

Lowe homers twice as rays beat Dodgers, tie series
brANDoN Lowe hit two home runs and 
the tampa bay rays showed their resil-
iency in a 6-4 win over the Los Angeles 
Dodgers that knotted the World Series 
at one game apiece on Wednesday.

Joey Wendle drove in three runs for 
the rays, who will try to maintain 
momentum in game three of Major 
League baseball’s championship 
showcase on Friday

blake Snell was outstanding on the 
mound, holding the Dodgers without 
a hit over more than four innings 
before giving up a walk and a home 
run in the fifth.

but homers for chris taylor, Will 
Smith and corey Seager weren’t enough 
for the Dodgers, who were coming off 
a dominant 8-3 victory in game one on 
tuesday at the neutral site of Globe Life 
Field in Arlington, texas.

“I don’t think anyone in our club-
house thought this series was over,” 
Lowe said. “We had to show up and 
take care of business, and we came 
out there and played our game.”

Lowe, a stalwart of the rays offense 
as they built the best regular-season 
record in the American League, was 
6-for-52 through the first three 
rounds of the playoffs, and was 
0-for-4 at the plate in game one.

He gave the rays an early lead when 
he belted a fastball from Dodgers 
rookie starter tony Gonsolin over the 
left centrefield wall for a solo homer 
with one out in the first inning.

“Pure joy,” Lowe said of the reaction 
in the dugout.

Gonsolin, making his third career 
post-season appearance, lasted just 
1 1/3 innings, but he wasn’t the only 
one of the Dodgers’ seven pitchers to 
be victimized by Lowe, who lined a 
two-run blast over the left field wall 
off the Dodgers’ fourth pitcher of the 

night, Dustin May, in the fifth inning 
to give the rays a 5-0 lead.

that was after tampa bay third 
baseman Joey Wendle smacked a line 
drive double off May to drive in two 
runs in the fourth.

Lowe became the first player to hit 
two opposite-field home runs in one 
World Series game, but he said he 

didn’t go to the plate seeking to hit it 
out of the park.

“I just go up there, try to hit the ball 
solid and see how hard the ball comes 
off the bat,” he said.

Wendle said no one on the rays team 
was surprised to see Lowe break out of 
his slump in a big way, but he thought it 
was a characteristic team effort that put 
tampa bay back in the win column.

“today was a better indicator of the 
kind of team that we are,” Wendle 
said. “It was a complete team win, 
everybody contributing in different 
parts of the game.”

the rays are seeking a first cham-
pionship, having fallen in their only 
prior World Series appearance against 
Philadelphia in 2008.

back in the World Series for the third 
time in four years, the Dodgers are in 
pursuit of their first title since 1988.

Snell was rolling against the poten-
tially explosive Dodgers offense, using 
a devastating slider to good effect 
until taylor tagged him for a two-out 
homer in the bottom of the fifth 
inning that cut the deficit to 5-2.

taylor’s blast also scored enrique 
Hernandez who had walked, and 
Snell then walked Mookie betts and 
gave up a single to corey Seager, 
prompting manager Kevin cash to 
pull him in favor of reliever Nick 
Anderson – who struck out Justin 
turner to end the inning.

Snell had nine strikeouts in 4 2/3 

innings, giving up two hits and two 
runs with four walks.

‘We’re here to play’ 
“We’re good and we’re here to play,” 

Snell said. “It’s not going to be an easy 
World Series, but we’ve got a really 
good team here. 

“they’re going to have to bring it 
every night just like we’re going to 
have to.”

Joe Kelly took over on the mound 
for the Dodgers in the sixth, which 
tampa bay’s choi Ji-man led off with 
a single up the middle.

choi, the first non-pitcher from South 
Korea to play in a World Series, hoofed it 
around to third on a single from Margot 
and scored on a sacrifice fly by Wendle.

the Dodgers pulled a run back in the 
bottom of the sixth with Smith’s solo 
homer off Anderson, and Seager led off 
the bottom of the eighth with a solo shot 
off rays relief pitcher Pete Fairbanks 
that pulled the Dodgers within two.

turner followed with a double, but 
the rays escaped the inning without 
further damage.

After rays reliever Aaron Loup 
retired the first two Dodgers batters 
in the ninth, Diego castillo came in 
to face taylor and struck him out on 
three called strikes.

“We did a pretty good job of fight-
ing to the end,” taylor said. “We just 
weren’t able to come up with that big 
hit we needed.” afp

Real Madrid’s Croation midfielder Luka Modric scores against Shakhtar Donetsk but the Spanish club went down in a 3-2 home loss 
to the Russian squad in a poor start to the Champions League. afp

Brandon Lowe belted two home runs as the Tampa Bay Rays came back in game two 
to beat the LA Dodgers 6-4 and tie the World Series. afp
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