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Ministries set to connect 3,000 
schools to web over four years

THE PHNOM PENH POST 

National  
Inside     page 2

Niem Chheng

P
RIME Minister Hun 
Sen on Saturday ruled 
out any political nego-
tiation, saying while he 

could end wars in Cambodia, 
he would not be able to teach 
an opposition group “attempt-
ing to destroy the nation 
through a colour revolution”. 

Hun Sen made the remarks 

while providing food aid to 
flood-affected victims in 
Banteay Meanchey province 
on Saturday.

“I only have the ability to 
stop wars and armed con-
flicts. But I don’t have the 
ability to become a preacher 
to teach a group who attempt 
to destroy the nation with a 
colour revolution,” he said. 

“Some foreign ambassa-

dors said to me that I was 
able to solve the problem 
with the guerrilla Khmer 
Rouge group, but why can I 
not solve the problem with 
the opposition group? 

“My compatriots, what can 
Hun Sen do when they keep 
saying that Hun Sen’s support-
ers are ‘yuon’?” he said using a 
derogatory term used by some 
to refer to the Vietnamese.

He recalled the path leading 
to unification after the collapse 
of the Khmer Rouge, including 
negotiating before the Paris 
Peace Accords on October 23, 
1991, integrating Khmer Rouge 
fighters into the government 
and ending guerrilla warfare 
on December 29, 1998.

He said those who attempt
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Malaysian 
king rejects 
PM push for 
‘emergency’
MALAYSIA’S king on Sunday 
rejected a proposal by the 
prime minister to declare a 
state of emergency and sus-
pend parliament to fight 
Covid-19 after the plan 
sparked a massive backlash.

Prime Minister Muhyid-
din Yassin sought the dras-
tic measures following a 
recent spike in virus cases, 
but critics claimed he was 
mainly concerned with 
crushing mounting chal-
lenges to his leadership. 

Muhyiddin took office 
without a vote in March after 
a reformist government col-
lapsed but his administration 
is unstable, with only a wafer-
thin majority in parliament.

His government argued 
emergency powers would 
bring stability to fight Covid-
19 amid speculation they 
will lose a looming vote on 
the budget, which could 
prompt snap polls some fear 
could worsen the outbreak.

Under the constitution, 
the king, Sultan Abdullah 
Sultan Ahmad Shah, has the 
power to declare a state of 
emergency if he is persuad-
ed there is a grave threat to 
Malaysia’s security. 

But following a meeting of 
Malaysia’s Islamic royalty, 
the palace said the monarch 
was “of the view that there is 
no need at this moment for 
the king to declare a state of 
emergency in the country or 
in any part of Malaysia”.

Such a declaration, rarely 
used in Malaysia, would 
have led to parliament 
effectively being suspend-
ed, and Muhyiddin could 
have pushed through any 
law without a vote.

Despite rejecting his 
request, the king praised 
the government’s handling 
of the outbreak and urged 
lawmakers to “stop politick-
ing that could destabilise 
the country”, according to 
the palace statement. 

Muhyiddin’s move had 
sparked a firestorm of criti-
cism across the political 
spectrum.

Opposition leader Anwar 
Ibrahim, who recently 
launched a bid to seize power, 
had accused the leader of 
“resorting to undemocratic 
means to stay in power” and 
warned the country could 
descend “into dictatorship 
and authoritarianism”. AFP

Rare sighting
asian openbill are seen at the boeung prek lapouv protected landscape in takeo province’s borei Cholsar and Koh andet districts. 
More than 2,000 asian openbill nests have been spotted in the areas for the first time in 15 years. BIRDLIFE INTERNATIONAL CAMBODIA

Gov’t maintains growth forecast
May Kunmakara

THE government maintained 
its projection that the Cambo-
dian economy would contract 
around 1.9 per cent this year 
and rebound next year to 3.5 
per cent growth, according to 
the minutes of the Council of 
Ministers Plenary Session 
released on Friday.

This scenario would put the 

Kingdom’s 2021 gross domestic 
product (GDP) at 117.939 trillion 
riel, equivalent to roughly 
$29.013 billion, and GDP per 
capita to the tune of $1,771, up 
from the $1,683 expected in 
2020, according to the minutes.

On October 13, the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) 
projected a 2.8 per cent con-
traction in the Kingdom’s 
economy this year, and a sharp 

rebound next year to 6.8 per 
cent growth.

Jonathan D Ostry, the acting 
director of the IMF’s Asia and 
Pacific Department, told The 
Post on October 21 that the 
government should prioritise 
its spending on vulnerable sec-
tors in order to boost econom-
ic activity and create more jobs 
during these trying times.

“In terms of the policy 

imperatives, I think, again, 
what we have advised is a care-
ful prioritisation of expendi-
ture to make sure that fiscal 
resources reach those who are 
most vulnerable, those at the 
bottom of the income scale, 
those in the informal sectors 
and so forth whose employ-
ment opportunities may have 
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Voun Dara

THE Ministry of Education, 
Youth and Sport is working 
with the Ministry of Posts and 
Telecommunications, devel-
opment partners and private 
sectors to install the internet 
at thousands of public schools 
as part of a four-year pro-
gramme lasting until2023.

The project aims to equip 
schools with digital learning 
and teaching capabilities.

Education ministry spokes-
man Ros Soveacha told The Post 
on October 25 that regarding 

the plan in connecting internet 
for public educational institu-
tions, Minister Hang Chuon 
Naron led a meeting with Chun 
Vat, the director-general of the 
telecoms ministry’s Informa-
tion and Communications 
Technology (ICT) General 
Department on October 23. 

Soveacha said: “The meeting 
of these two ministries was 
plan how to connect 3,000 
schools with the internet in 
four years, from 2020 to 2023, 
within the framework of the 
Global Telecommunications 
Service Obligations Fund.” 

He said the education min-
istry will select 300 public 
schools at the beginning of the 
project this year to be con-
nected with the internet. In 
2021, the ministries will choose 
600 to 700 more schools to 
receive internet services. 

Chuon Naron said at the 
meeting that schools will be 
evaluated in terms of how easy 
the school can participate and 
which schools have a high com-
mitment to using technology. 

Vat confirmed to The Post on 
October 25 that the education 
ministry requested the tele-

coms ministry to install inter-
net services at 3,000 schools 
within four years. 

“We [both ministries] will 
assign teams to evaluate 
whether schools have electric-
ity and enough tools and com-
mitment to connecting to the 
internet,” he said. 

He added that fibre optic 
cables would be used for inter-
net connections.

“My institution just helps to 
give internet service, while the 
education ministry will install 
various equipment to serve 
e-Learning,” he said.
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to start a colour revolution 
allege his Cambodian Peo-
ple’s Party supporters are 
Vietnamese. 

“They always adhere to a 
zero-sum principle. If they 
continue like this, I cannot 
work with them. The opposi-
tion never had an honest will 
to unify, only to destroy,” he 
said. 

“Some people said a solu-
tion will come soon. No, I 
don’t need to have a politi-
cal solution with anyone be-
cause they [opposition] have 
to deal only with the law. I 
don’t need a political nego-
tiation. I am announcing to 
my compatriots that I don’t 
negotiate with anyone.

“Those who break the law 
have to deal with the court 
and they need to first serve 
a prison sentence. After that, 
we can talk. You can form a 
political party after serving a 
jail term; that’s your right.”

While recalling the 29th 
anniversary of the Paris 
Peace Accord, Hun Sen said 
he had seen messages sent 
from opposition groups in 
the US telling their local fol-
lowers to hold protests in 
front of the Chinese and US 
embassies in Phnom Penh. 

On Friday, the Cambodian 
Centre for Human Rights 
(CCHR) said several people 
protested in front of the Chi-
nese embassy calling for Chi-
na to respect the spirit of the 
Paris Peace Accords, but they 
were blocked by authorities. 
The protesters also gathered 
at the US and French embas-
sies to deliver their petitions.

Former opposition law-
maker Ou Chanrath said on 
Sunday that negotiation was 
necessary if a large num-
ber of people in the coun-
try continued their spirit of 
contesting the government 
even without the opposition 

party. He said negotiation is 
for the sake of the nation. 

He said another solution 
would be for the opposition 
group to join the govern-
ment after going through 
legal procedures. He did not 
believe that the opposition 
group was carrying out a 
colour revolution.

“Samdech [Hun Sen] had 
the ability to negotiate for 
the October 23 [Paris Peace 
Accord] and end the war. He 
could even integrate the out-
lawed Khmer Rouge into the 
government. So I believe he 
also has the ability to end the 
conflict and make a compro-
mise [with the opposition].

“We don’t even have arms, 
why isn’t it possible to re-
unite? I believe Samdech has 
the ability if he has the will,” 
Chanrath said.

Kin Phea, the director of 
the Royal Academy of Cam-
bodia’s International Rela-
tions Institute, said an indi-
vidual sentenced by a court 
could be involved in politics 
only if they have been politi-
cally rehabilitated.

He said Hun Sen’s political 
life went through many stag-
es of negotiation with many 
groups, including those who 
hated him and those who 
were fighting against him on 
the battlefield and at the ne-
gotiation table. He said ne-
gotiation was only possible 
when the opposition group 
has a spirit to unite.

“The prime minister raised 
the issue because the opposi-
tion group always adheres to 
a zero-sum principle. Most of 
their political activities affect 
national interests. It’s diffi-
cult for a legitimate leader to 
compromise with those who 
have a tendency to destroy 
the nation,” he said.

‘Those who break the 
law have to deal with 
court, serve sentences’ 

www.phnompenhpost.com
check the post website 
for breaking news

Kandal could 
lose 302ha to 
Phnom Penh  

Ministries to link schools to internet

Long Kimmarita

THE government recently requsted a change 
in administrative boundaries between 
Phnom Penh and Kandal province by re-
allocating 302ha from Kandal’s Takhmao 
town to the capital’s Dangkor district.

A letter signed by Prime Minister Hun 
Sen and sent to acting head of state Say 
Chhum on October 19 said the move will 
help the development of the new satellite 
cities of boeung Tompun and boeung 
Choeung Ek. It will also make the man-
agement of the district more efficient and 
improve public services. 

The proposed re-allocated land is locat-
ed in Stung Chrov and Prek Tapov villages 
in Doeum Mean commune; Prek Anh-
chanh village in Prek Russey commune; 
Prek Long village in Takdol commune; 
and bat Ta Chi village in Prek Hou com-
mune in Kandal province.

The letter said 177 familes lived in the areas.
The government said as part of the plan, 

the Kandal Provincial Administration 

requested a relocation of over 2ha in the 
capital’s Chak Angre Krom commune – 
where the botum Sakor pagoda currently 
stands – to Takhmao town’s Doeum Mean 
commune. 

Takhmao town governor Nou Sovan-
nara told The Post on October 25 that the 
move was merely a subdivision of parts 
of the villages in Kandal to the Dangkor 
district administration. 

He added that people living in the area 
will receive the proper documentation 

they need confirming the change of man-
agement of the land.

Dangkor district governor Kim Nhep 
declined to comment.

According to Article 6 of the Law on the 
Administration of capital, provinces, 
towns, and districts, the establishment, 
deletion or amendment of boundaries 
and naming of provinces shall be decid-
ed by Royal Decree at the behest of the 
Prime Minister after a request from the 
Ministry of Interior.

Gov’t approves 2021 budget
Long Kimmarita

T
HE Council of Minis-
ters approved a 2021 
draft budget that calls 
for spending of more 

than $8 billion and SDR 1.5 bil-
lion ($2.1 billion) in borrowing 
from development partners to 
cover the estimated deficit.

Special drawing rights (SDR) 
are supplementary foreign ex-
change reserve assets issued 
by the Washington DC-based 
International Monetary Fund.

The national budget was 
approved at a plenary meet-
ing of the Council of Ministers 
chaired by Prime Minister Hun 
Sen and will be submitted to 
the National Assembly for re-
view and approval before it can 
be officially disbursed in 2021.

According to an October 23 
press release, the government 
plans to spend about $7.5 
billion of the $8 billion allo-
cated, a decrease of 1.9 per 
cent compared to 2020. Sub-
national budget expenditures 
are expected to be about $634 
million, a decrease of 22.5 per 
cent compared to 2020.

According to the press release, 
the government collected 4.9 
billion in 2021 for the national 
budget, a decrease of 17.3 per 
cent. Revenue collected at the 
sub-national level was 373 mil-

lion dollars. Revenue was from 
taxes and other sources.

“The government has set the 
size of borrowing from develop-
ment partners for 2021 at SDR 
1.5 billion, an increase of 1 billion 
SDR compared to 2020,” it said.

Hun Sen said while visiting 
residents in banteay Meanchey 
province on October 24 that the 
Council of Ministers seriously 
considered the 2021 budget.

He said the new budget ex-
amines the problems Cam-
bodia will face in the wake of 
floods and Covid-19.

“The 2021 budget will be 
used as a combat budget to 
protect people’s lives, maintain 
socio-economic and livelihood 

stability and focus on post-
Covid-19 recovery,” he said.

In addition, the prime min-
ister emphasised that the 
2021 budget law is not just a 
normal budget, but meant to 
address the needs of people 
for employment and incomes, 
especially rural farmers.

“At the meeting, I pointed 
out the direction . . . we focus 
on dropping the cash to the af-
fected provinces. We estimate 
that $160 million could protect 
one million jobs,” he said.

Transparency International 
Cambodia executive director 
Pech Pisey told The Post on 
October 25 that Cambodia was 
facing a series of challenges 

that required the approval of 
the budget to be based on the 
realities of the economy.

He said revenue and expen-
ditures must be balanced or 
else the government will in-
crease its foreign borrowing. 
On the other hand, he said if 
income is less than the expens-
es, it will also have an impact 
on the economy, especially the 
development of the country.

“More than $8 billion is a good 
amount to boost and sustain 
some of the country’s economy, 
though not completely. but 
in 2021, if we do not have the 
budget, we cannot do anything 
according to plan. Like in 2020, 
we planned to spend more 
than $9 billion, but we also de-
ducted spending by 50 per cent 
because we collect less money 
than planned,” he said.

Pisey said the government 
should keep the budget as 
large as possible to protect the 
national economy from future 
risks and maintain current ex-
penditures and capital.

The government has claimed 
that the $8 billion budget will 
ensure the payment for sal-
ary, severance pay and other 
bonuses to civil servants at 
national and sub-national lev-
els as in 2020, while capital ex-
penditures will be only slightly 
lower compared to 2020.

the council of Ministers approved an $8 billion draft budget for 2021 that 
will include sDr 1.5 billion ($2.1 billion) in borrowing. council of ministers

hun sen said the move will help with the development of two new satellite cities. spm
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emergency 
seeds set for 
farmers in 
flood zones
Khouth Sophak Chakrya

PrIMe Minister Hun Sen 
announced the distribution of 
non-seasonal rice seeds and 
six types of vegetable seeds to 
farmers whose crops were 
affected by flooding.

each family will get 100kg to 
restore family viability after 
floodwaters receded.

Hun Sen made the announce-
ment while visiting flood-rav-
aged areas and distributing first 
aid to families in banteay 
Meanchey province’s o’chrov 
district on october 24.

He urged local officials to col-
lect statistics on cultivated areas 
of rice and cash crops that have 
been damaged by floods.

“the government has pre-
pared 2,000 tonnes of non-sea-
sonal rice seeds to provide only 
to families whose rice has been 
damaged, with each family 
receiving 100kg. For those who 
do not grow rice, the govern-
ment will provide six types of 
seeds to grow crops,” he said.

the government keeps 10,000 
tonnes of rice seeds, 5,000 
tonnes of rice and 50 tonnes of 
vegetable seeds in stock to be 
ready for disaster responses to 
floods and droughts.

the prime minister urged rel-
evant ministries and institu-
tions to pay close attention to 
the rehabilitation of flood-dam-
aged infrastructure, including 
national roads, provincial roads 
and irrigation systems, after the 
flood situation eases.

Ministry of Public Works and 
transport secretary of state Pal 
chandara told The Post on 
october 25 that the public 
works department’s road repair 
team is inspecting and assess-
ing the impact of the floods.

“the work ahead is to inter-
vene to dig canals to release 
water from flooded areas as soon 
as possible to prevent more 
damage to roads,” he said.

chandara said officials are 
cooperating to dig canals to 
release water from battam-
bang town and other sections 
of some national roads, includ-
ing provincial road number 
1tK1 in takeo province, part 
of provincial road number 
2PVH2 in Preah Vihear prov-
ince’s choam Ksan district, 
and part of National road 4 in 
Kampong Speu province.  

A plan is also in place to 
open a floodgate on National 
road 6 in Kampong Kdei com-
mune, in Siem reap province’s 
chi Kraeng district.

According to the National 
committee for Disaster Man-
agement flood data released 
on october 24, the floods 
resulted in 40 deaths, with the 
most, 23, in banteay Meanchey 
province.

Nationwide, 545,768 people 
were impacted by the floods 
and 47,352 people had to be 
evacuated to safety.

Floodwaters also inundated 
925 schools, affecting the educa-
tion of tens of thousands of stu-
dents and inundated 305 pago-
das. More than 270,000ha of 
rice and 88,779ha of cash crops 
were damaged. Floods also 
damaged 2,301km of national, 
provincial, and rural roads.

Niem Chheng

cHINA’S Ministry of Water re-
sources signed an agreement 
with the Mekong river com-
mission (Mrc) on october 
22 which stated china would 
share more hydrological data 
with Mekong countries to en-
sure they can prepare for po-
tential floods and droughts.

In an Mrc press release, the 
commission’s secretariat ceo 
An Pich Hatda said infrastruc-
ture operations in the basin 
and tributaries were contrib-
uting to river flow changes 
and fluctuations which can 
impact communities on the 
river. More operational data 
sharing would be vital to bet-
ter managing the river.

“the increased regulation 
of the basin and the opportu-
nities and challenges it brings 
calls for greater data and in-
formation sharing, improved 
water release notifications, 
coordination of operations, 
and enhanced early warning 
systems,” Pich Hatda said.

the Mrc said china has 
shared its water level and rain-
fall data from June to october 
during the rainy season for 
the last 18 years. the informa-
tion the country shared was 
recorded at two hydrological 
stations located on the Upper 
Mekong at Yunjinghong and 
on a tributary at Manan, both 
in china’s Yunnan province.

Under the new agreement, 
china will extend its current data-
sharing schedule to provide year-
round data from the two stations. 

the data will be shared twice dai-
ly and include rainfall and river 
level data, the Mrc said.

“china has also agreed to share 
urgent information on any un-
usual rise or fall in water levels 
and discharges, as well as other 
relevant information on factors 
that might lead to sudden flood-
ing in the lower reaches of the 
basin,” the press release said.

the Mrc said it had worked 
with china since 1996 on a 
number of collaborative initia-
tives, including annual meet-
ings, data and information 
sharing, joint symposiums 
and technical exchanges on 
water resource development, 
environmental protection and 
hydropower development.

Mak bunthoeun, a coordi-
nator of river coalition cam-
bodia at the NGo Forum on 
cambodia, said the sharing of 
this data was one of the goals 
that the Mekong countries 
had been trying to achieve. 

He said the Mekong coun-
tries tried to make it compul-
sory for china to share the in-
formation, rather than sharing 
it upon request.

“this is good news because 
we need transparent informa-
tion about the water flow from 
upstream. this can avoid sus-
picion on china. recently, a 
US-based organisation said 
china hid information and 
stored water upstream.

“they did not let the water 
flow, which meant countries 
downstream lacked water. 
this cooperation will clear 
this suspicion,” he said.

china to share Mekong 
data with Mrc countries

Private schools can resume services
Mom Kunthear

A
LL private schools in 
the country can con-
tinue to provide a 
number of services, 

according to a letter signed by 
Minister of education, Youth 
and Sport Hang chuon Naron 
on october 22, as long as they 
follow the ministry-provided 
standard operating proce-
dures (SoPs) after receiving a 
permit.

Services related to trans-
port, library, canteen and 
sports activities can be re-
sumed, the letter said.

“All education establish-
ments can put all these into 
action by carrying out the 
SoPs strictly and consistently 
with a high sense of respon-
sibility. In the case that the 
ministry sees that an educa-
tion establishment fails to 
follow this procedure, it will 
take various measures,” the 
letter said.

According to the SoPs on 
student transport, libraries, 
sports education, arts and 
canteen services at public and 
private schools in the context 
of covid-19, school vans need 
to be disinfected before and 
after transporting students. 
Windows have to open for 
good ventilation. If the air-
conditioner is on, the tem-
perature should not be lower 
than 24 degrees celsius.

the SoPs state: “Drivers and 
students have to wear masks 
or face coverings properly and 

regularly when travelling in a 
van. Students have their tem-
peratures checked before get-
ting in a van. If a student has a 
fever of more than 37.5c or has 
a cold, he or she is not allowed 
to get in the van and must look 
for proper treatment.

“Students have to wash their 
hands 20 minutes before get-
ting in the van and maintain 
distance [from each other] 

while sitting. Surfaces and fre-
quently touched materials need 
to be disinfected regularly. 

“Librarians and learners 
have to wear masks or face 
coverings regularly and 
maintain social distancing. 
cooks and food vendors have 
to be hygienic and foods have 
to be cooked well.”

education ministry spokes-
man ros Soveacha told The 

Post on october 25 that pri-
vate schools can resume after 
they acknowledge the SoPs. 

“the ministry would like 
to send a message to all ser-
vice providers and service 
recipients concerning this 
case to continue to exercise 
increased caution in carrying 
out the SoPs laid out by the 
ministry in August,” he said.

Sann Sokhom, the prin-

cipal of Angkor cambodia 
School in takeo province’s 
tram Kak district, told The 
Post on october 25 that his 
school has been transport-
ing students since october 5 
and correctly following the 
ministry’s guidance. 

“We only allow 15 students 
in a van and we carry out the 
SoPs strictly and consistent-
ly,” Sokhom said.

The education ministry has allowed all private schools to continue to provide a number of services as long as they follow its standard operating 
procedures (SOPs) after receiving a permit. HENG CHIVOAN
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Soth Koemsoeun

StUNG treng provincial Mili-
tary Police are searching for a 
drug suspect after an opera-
tion netted more than 40kg of 
methamphetamine in borei 
o’Svay Sen chey district on 
october 23. 

According to a National 
Military Police report, district 
military officers first conduct-
ed the operation at a border 
checkpoint while the suspect 
was delivering drugs by mo-
torbike from Laos. the sus-
pect dumped the motorbike 
and escaped on foot after the 
officers ordered him to stop. 
they then handed the case to 
the provincial Military Police. 

National Military Police 
spokesman eng Hy confirmed 
that evidence including the 
drugs and a motorcycle was 
sent to the provincial court 
on october 24. 

“We are now searching for 
a suspect who fled during the 
operation. We cannot reveal 
much more information at 
this time,” he said.  

Provincial court spokesman 
chhum Seanghak confirmed 
the provincial prosecutor re-
ceived the case on october 25. 

“I have referred this case to 
the prosecutor. this case is 
still being investigated as the 
offender has fled,” he said. 

In a separate case, police ar-

rested a drug trafficking suspect 
in chaom chao II commune, 
in Phnom Penh’s Por Sen chey 
district on october 21 and cap-
tured more than 1kg of drugs. 

National Police’s anti-drug 
department director Loek Van-
nak said on october 25 that the 
suspect, Kith Sokha, was sent 
to court on october 24. 

“We are looking into one 
more suspect involved in this 
case, but I cannot reveal the 
suspect’s identity,” he said. 

According to a report released 
by the National Police on octo-
ber 22, anti-drug department 
police investigated 1,333 cases 
of drug offences in the first nine 
months of the year, compared 
to 1,311 cases last year.

A total of 2,200 people 
have been arrested so far this 
year. Last year, 2,112 people 
were arrested with a total of 
400.49kg of drugs.

Police seize more than 
40kg of meth from 
motorbike in S treng

openbill nests found in takeo
Mom Kunthear

M
ore than 2,000 Asian open-
bill stork nests have been 
spotted in the boeung Prek 
Lapouv Protected Land-

scape in takeo province’s southeastern 
borei cholsar and Koh Andet districts for 
the first time in 15 years.

boeung Prek Lapouv Protected Land-
scape deputy head Loem Vat said the 
2,186 nests is a new record for the area.

Vat told The Post on october 25 the nests 
were found on 270 doeum raing (Barringto-
nia acutangula) trees. the openbills were 
previously present in the Prek teal natural 
protected areas in battambang province. 
this year, however, they produced offspring 
at Prek Lapouv Lake.

Vat said they used to come and look for 
food but did not build nests.

“More than 10,000 Asian openbills 
have come to live in this area and it is 
a safe shelter for them. We guard them 
and patrol the area every day and night 
to stop offences from occurring. We try 
to restore habitats by planting trees. If 
we don’t pay attention to them, they will 
go extinct,” he said.

takeo provincial Department of envi-
ronment director chhoy Munly said the 
nest building means the area has pro-
vided a safe shelter for them.

“the environment department is ex-
tremely pleased by this development. 
We will try harder to cooperate with lo-
cal authorities, communities and part-
ner organisations to protect this shelter 
of flooded forest,” he said.

Prek Lapouv Lake is a large wetland 
in the delta area of the lower Mekong 
river. It was established as boeung Prek 
Lapouv Protected Landscape by a sub-
decree dated August 9, 2016, in borei 
cholsar and Koh Andet districts.

the area is seen as important for sus-
taining, supplying and providing shelter 
to animals, plants, fish and other wildlife. 

birdLife International cambodia pro-
gramme manager bou Vorsak said in an 
announcement on october 23 that the 
shelter of flooded forest and the wetland 
provided precious benefits to support 
community livelihoods, wild animals 
and biodiversity resources. 

“the discovery of the nests of Asian open-
bills is clear evidence this wetland area is 
not only for flamingos but has the potential 
for many other bird species,” he said.

Vorsak said birdLife International had 
asked authorities to stop offences like 
land grabbing,  disturbing and poisoning 
birds and to speedily divide up the area 
to maintain the value of the wetland. 

Saber Masoomi, country coordinator 
for Wildfowl and Wetlands trust (WWt), 
said the wetland has played an impor-

tant role in sustaining the livelihoods of 
5,000 families from 22 villages around it. 

the area has provided freshwater, fish 
and herbs. WWt will continue to help 
support those people technically and fi-
nancially, he said. 

Srey Sunleang, the director of the en-
vironment ministry’s Department of 
Wetlands and coastal Zones, said an in-
crease in the number of Asian openbills 
is showing the effectiveness of manage-
ment, protection, and natural resource 
conservation in the area. 

“the work of protecting and conserv-
ing natural resources is not the burden 
of the environment ministry alone. It 
calls for participation and cooperation 
between all relevant people,” he said.

Asian openbills have been present in 
Prek Lapouv Lake since 2003 number-
ing just over 100. the figure has been 
increasing year after year.

The 2,186 nests found was a new record for the area. Birdlife international CamBodia 

Over 40kg of methamphetamine 
were found in Stung Treng. grk 
news
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VIetNAMeSe Prime Minister 
Nguyen Xuan Phuc has ap-
proved the Ministry of trans-
port’s proposal to give Ho chi 
Minh city (HcMc) the author-
ity to approve investment pol-
icy decisions for the HcMc-
Moc bai expressway project.

Phuc has asked the people’s 
committees of HcMc and 
tay Ninh province to report 
to their people’s councils that 
the HcMc People’s commit-
tee will be in charge of mak-
ing investment decisions.

the 53.5km-long HcMc-
Moc bai expressway will link 
ring road No 3 in HcMc’s 
Hoc Mon district with Moc 
bai International border Gate 
between Vietnam and cam-
bodia in tay Ninh province.

the expressway project will 
be divided into two invest-
ment phases.

Its total capital is estimated 
at nearly 13.6 trillion dong 
($586 million), including cost 
for site clearance sourced 
from the state budget.

the first stage will cost 10.7 
trillion dong under Public-Pri-
vate Partnership investment.

construction is expected to be 
completed by 2025 with at least 

four lanes, and will be expanded 
to six or eight lanes by 2045.

A cooperation agreement 
between HcMc and tay Ninh 
province on the implemen-
tation of the HcMc-Moc 
bai expressway project was 
signed in october last year.

Under the agreement, the 
HcMc People’s committee 
will be in charge of compen-
sation for ground clearance 
in the city, while the tay Ninh 
province People’s committee 
will be responsible for com-
pensation in the province.

the two localities plan to 
complete site clearance and 
compensation for the affect-
ed local residents next year 
and selection of investors be-
fore March next year.

HcMc and tay Ninh prov-
ince are among eight prov-
inces and cities in the south-
ern key economic zone.

the expressway is expected 
to ease traffic congestion and 
facilitate economic growth in 
the southern region, especial-
ly in industrial parks, export 
processing zones and the Moc 
bai border Gate economic 
Zone in tay Ninh province. VIET 

NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

May Kunmakara

cAMboDIAN-FreNcH luxury villa 
development joint-venture Forest Har-
mony co Ltd on Saturday announced 
the soft launch of the second phase of a 
development project in southwestern 
Kampot province which comprises a 
golf course and a condominium.

the new phase has been named 
“Golf Harmony” and follows the suc-
cessful launch of the project’s first 
phase – named “Forest Harmony” – 
in December, the developer said.

the $18 million first phase broke 
ground early in December on a 13ha 
plot in Prey thnang commune’s Phary 
village in the province’s teuk chhou dis-
trict, some 18km from Kampot town.

It comprises 78 villas, of which 
more than 60 per cent have been 
sold, according to the developer.

the second phase will cover 
27.3ha and will include nine golf 

courses and four five-storey con-
dominium buildings, the developer 
said. construction is expected to be 
completed in two years.

cambodian Valuers and estate 
Agents Association president and lo-
cal shareholder of the project chrek 
Soknim said the concepts of second 
homes and leisure developments are 
gaining momentum in the Kingdom.

He pointed out that developers 
who are looking to invest in holiday 
and leisure home properties gener-
ally focus on villas located in coastal 
areas, hills and mountainsides.

He highlighted Preah Sihanouk, Koh 
Kong and Kep provinces as new target 
locations for developers eager for a 
slice of the holiday home market.

“the living standards of cambo-
dians are improving, and they are 
starting to eye properties specifi-
cally for retirement, leisure and re-
laxation,” he added.

Seraj Sutton, chief operating of-
ficer of century 21 cambodia, who 
has been appointed Forest Har-
mony exclusive sales agent, said de-
velopment of the second phase will 
add lifestyle opportunities for first-
phase villa owners and add more 
colour to the province where the 
tourism, real estate and investment 
landscape is rapidly evolving.

He said: “Kampot is now a vibrant 
destination for tourism and busi-
ness with a wide range of food and 
entertainment options.

“We’re bringing in the Western design 
concept of holiday villa homes to Kam-
pot and we aim to attract more upscale 
holidaymakers to spend time in cam-
bodia for holiday and weekends.”

Four-bedroom villas at the Gold Har-
mony are an average of 1,200sqm in 
size, with prices in the $361,000-409,000 
range and include an individual swim-
ming pool, the developer said.

HcMc allowed to make 
investment decisions for 
expressway to cambodia

Forest Harmony launches golf, condo resort in Kampot

Gov’t approves over $830M 
worth of electricity projects
Thou Vireak

t
He government on 
Friday approved 
more than $830 mil-
lion worth of elec-

tricity infrastructure projects 
– a 150MW hydropower dam, 
a 265MW coal-fired power 
station and three transmis-
sion lines.

the 150MW Stung tatai Leu 
dam will be built on the up-
per reaches of the tatai river 
in Koh Kong province’s north-
ern thma bang district by the 
chinese state-owned china 
National Heavy Machinery 
corp (cHMc) at a cost of 
$389,414,004, according to 
the minutes of the council of 
Ministers Plenary Session.

“the project will be con-
ducted under a build-oper-
ation-transfer [bot] 39-year 
concession scheme, includ-
ing four years for construc-
tion and 35 years for business 
operation,” the council of 
Ministers said.

the council noted that the 
dam will generate an average 
of 527 million kilowatt hours 
(kWh) per year and that the 
electricity will be sold to 
state-run electricity supplier 
electricite du cambodge 
(edc) at $0.0792 per kWh.

A 199.52km-long 500kV trans-
mission line project connecting 
Phnom Penh to the cambodia-
Lao border will also be under 
a bot 28-year concession 
scheme, including three years 
for construction and 25 years for 
business operation, and will be 
built at a cost of $330,466,584, 
the council added.

A 107km-long 500kV trans-
mission line project linking 
battambang province with 

the cambodian-thai border 
will be built by Schneitec co 
Ltd under the bot model for 
a 39 year lease contract – four 
for construction and 35 for 
doing business – at a cost of 
$110,948,912.

Government spokesman 
Phay Siphan pointed out that 
the battambang-thai bor-
der transmission line project 
would yield $144,623,556 in 
tax revenue in its latter 35 years 
and $199,705,984 over the full 
39-year concession period.

He said the figure includes 
revenue from income tax, 
withholding tax on interest 
expenses, withholding tax on 
the distribution of dividends 
and the receipt of value add-
ed tax (VAt), but noted that it 
does not include other sourc-

es of tax such as salary tax, 
withholding tax on leases or 
other indirect taxes.

“A plan has been put in place 
to trim electricity prices once 
a year since 2016, when the 
development of the national 
grid and large power sources 
steadily began to blossom.

“the price of electricity in 
cambodia has seen a 40 per 
cent drop from pre-2015 lev-
els,” Siphan said.

Also on Friday, the coun-
cil for the Development of 
cambodia (cDc) issued a 
final registration certificate 
to oddormeanchey Power 
Industrial co Ltd (oPI) for 
its $294.3 million 265MW 
coal-fired power station in 
o’Svay commune’s chheu-
teal chrum village in oddar 

Meanchey province’s trapa-
ing Prasat district.

the cDc also issued a cer-
tificate to oDM Power Line co 
Ltd for its $61.4 million 230kV 
transmission line project link-
ing oPI’s power plant to east 
Siem reap Substation.

General Department of en-
ergy director-general Victor 
Jona told The Post that the 
projects were part of a mas-
ter plan to meet cambodia’s 
electricity supply needs.

“We noted the eligibility 
of the investment projects, 
notwithstanding the environ-
mental impact of hydropow-
er development, but from 
an economic angle, they are 
large enough to contribute 
to building our economy, so 
we’ll do them,” he said.

The 53.5km-long HCMC-Moc Bai Expressway will link Ring Road No 
3 in HCMC’s Hoc Mon district with Moc Bai International Border Gate 
between Vietnam and Cambodia. SUPPLIED

Golf Harmony will cover 27.3ha and will include nine golf courses and four five-storey 
condominium buildings. SUPPLIED

The Council of Ministers on Friday approved a 150MW hydropower dam in Koh Kong province and two 500kV 
transmission lines. COUNCIL OF MINISTERS



Bilateral trade with Thailand 
down 19% in first nine months
Thou Vireak

B
ILATERAL trade between Cambo-
dia and Thailand was worth $5.569 
billion in the first nine months of 
this year, down 19 per cent com-

pared to the same period last year, data from 
Thailand’s Ministry of Commerce show.

Cambodian exports to Thailand were 
to the tune of $958 million, sliding 48 per 
cent, while imports were worth $4.611 
billion, down nine per cent.

Thai ambassador to Cambodia Pan-
yarak Poolthup on Wednesday claimed 
that trade between the countries had 
been strained as a result of Covid-19-
related border restrictions, as reported 
by state-run news agency Agence Kam-
puchea Presse (AKP).

But he maintained that Cambodia re-
mains very attractive for Thai investors 
and businesses. “Despite the global effects 
of Covid-19, Thai companies in Cambodia 
have continued their normal production 
chains,” Panyarak was quoted as saying.

The Cambodian embassy in Bangkok 
on October 16 signed a memorandum of 
understanding (MoU) with Thai-based 
iLAWASIA Co Ltd to launch a new ser-
vice that aims to facilitate and provide 
legal advice to Cambodian-Thai busi-
nesspeople and investors.

The MoU seeks to promote the imple-
mentation of economic diplomacy with 
a focus on trade, tourism and culture, the 
embassy said in a press release on the oc-
casion of the Trade, Business and Migrants 
Legal Advisory Service’s official launch.

Cambodian ambassador to Thailand 
Ouk Sorphorn said the MoU will further 

expand access for the Cambodian and 
Thai private sectors to legal advice and 
assistance in trade disputes and conten-
tion involving Cambodians working in 
Thailand, according to the release.

“The MoU is another turning point in 
the strengthening of bilateral trade and 
labour cooperation between Cambodia 
and Thailand, as well as the trust building 
between the two countries’ business com-
munities in consonance with the policy of 
the Royal Government of Cambodia.

“We encourage Cambodian-Thai busi-
nessmen, traders and investors who wish 
to partner in business and trade to consult 
with officers at the trade attache office at 
the Embassy of Cambodia in Bangkok 
and avoid disputes in the future, which 
could adversely affect bilateral trade rela-

tions between Cambodia and Thailand,” 
Sorphorn was quoted as saying.

Trade volume between the two coun-
tries was to the tune of more than $9.41 
billion last year, increasing 12 per cent 
from $8.38 billion in 2018, the Thai em-
bassy in Phnom Penh reported.

Cambodia’s exports to Thailand were 
worth $2.2 billion, up 195 per cent com-
pared to $768 million in 2018. Thailand’s 
shipments to Cambodia were $7.14 bil-
lion, down six per cent from $7.61 billion 
in 2018, the embassy said.

The majority of Cambodia’s exports to 
Thailand comprise gemstones, jewel-
lery, agricultural products and alumini-
um. Cambodia’s imports from Thailand 
mainly consist of fuel, motorcycles, cars, 
gemstones and jewellery.
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been hit really badly.
“With the sort of baseline 

recovery in global demand for 
some of Cambodia’s main 
exports like garments, and 
some recovery in tourism, it 
should be possible for the 
recovery that we envisage for 
2021 to materialise,” he said.

Government spokesman 
Phay Siphan said the indus-
trial sector is expected to 
shrink 2.2 per cent this year 
and bounce back to 4.1 per 
cent growth next year.

Growth in the services sector 
is projected to jump to 3.6 per 
cent next year from a 3.0 per 
cent contraction this year, 
while agriculture is expected to 
grow 0.9 per cent this year and 
1.6 per cent next year, he said.

“Against the backdrop of 
i ncrea si ng u ncer t a i nt y 
domestically and abroad, it is 
paramount [for the govern-
ment] to continue [its] battle 
against Covid-19 as well as 
maintain business activity 
and people’s livelihoods in 
order to ensure socio-eco-
nomic stability and achieve 
3.5 per cent economic growth 
[next year],” Siphan said.

Key measures in the gov-
ernment’s Covid-19 strategy 
include raising spending in 
the health sector and promot-
ing public health promotion 

programmes, he said.
The government will also pro-

vide additional fiscal incentives 
and credit guarantee schemes 
to boost liquidity in the market 
so that businesses can continue 
to operate, he added.

“The continued stabilisation 
of people’s livelihoods can be 
achieved through the imple-
mentation of cash transfer, 
cash-for-work and short-term 
skills training programmes.

“This in turn will make it 
easier to start new businesses, 
find a job in a new field – or one 
with higher-level technical 
requirements, create new jobs 
to replace lost ones, stimulate 
business activity among small 
and medium-sized enterprises, 
and migrate jobs from areas 
that have been more severely 
hit by Covid-19 to other sec-
tors,” Siphan said.

This year, the government 
expects inflation to be 2.8 per cent 
and 3.1 per cent in 2021 on the 
likelihood of a hike in oil price.

The Cambodian riel is expect-
ed to remain stable at 4,065 
against the greenback, while 
the current account deficit is 
projected to contract slightly to 
17.3 per cent of GDP.

International reserves grew 
to $19.5 billion as of June 30, 
up 3.7 per cent from $18.8 bil-
lion from December 31 last 
year, sufficient to finance 10 
months of imports.

Cambodia hopeful 
economy is on track 
to see modest gains

Trade between Cambodia and Thailand was worth $5.6 billion in the first nine months. afp



Accounting standards 
are primary policy doc-
uments. it is a common 

set of principles, standards and 
procedures that define the basis 
of financial accounting policies 
and practices. these standards, 
prepared by accounting spe-
cialist committee or govern-
ment authorities, are regulated 
by the Financial Accounting 
Standards Board (FASB) and 
international Accounting Stan-
dards Board (iASB). 

Accounting standards have 
included various aspects on 
recognition, recording, measur-
ing, revision and presentation 
of accounting transactions 
that are reported in Financial 
Statements. 

Having a set of accounting 
standards would strengthen 
the transparency of global 
financial reports and provide 
a clear standard for account-
ing practices, convenience and 
confidence for companies/
enterprises, investors and all 
users of financial statements. 

With the implementation 
of accounting guidelines on a 
national scale, countries would 
be able to define a common 
terminology with consistency, 
objectivity and a standard cal-
culation of data on the finan-
cial statement, as shown in the 
statement of financial position 
and statement of comprehen-
sive income.

Why are accounting standards 
important?

the implementation of ac-
counting standard provides a 
lot of benefits for companies 
and investors such as: 

 The consistency principle 
in accounting: consistency 
principle requires compa-
nies/enterprises to record 

financial accounting in 
accordance with a relevant 
accounting framework. By 
requiring strict adherence to 
an accounting framework, 
every company/enterprise 
shall follow the same ac-
counting standard on record 
accounting. once companies 
follow the same standard, 
other parties can compare 
the financial results of a 
large number of companies/
enterprises.

 Enhancing reliability of 
financial statements: the 
stakeholders of a company 
can rely on the informa-
tion on financial statements 
prepared by the company 

as a primary source of in-
formation. Stakeholders can 
make decisions based on 
the reliable data provided 
by management or other 
related parties involved in 
the preparation of financial 
statements. Moreover, exter-
nal parties such as potential 
investors can make invest-
ment decisions based on the 
financial statements.

 Assisting auditors: the 
accounting standards lay 
down all the accounting 
policies, rules, regulations 
in a written format that 
shall be followed. once the 
company has followed all 
standard rules and policies, 

auditors can express an 
opinion toward the financial 
statements in a true and 
fair view. in contrast, if the 
accounting records are not 
in accordance with the ap-
plicable financial standards, 
auditors can conclude that 
the data presented in the 
financial statement may be 
inaccurate.

 Regulatory compliance: 
government policies on 
corporate governance 
must ensure all accounting 
standards are adopted by all 
companies. this is beneficial 
for investors or business 
proprietors as well as for 
customers or clients because 

it can protect against fraud 
practices or financial mis-
reporting by companies. it 
also promotes transparency 
between business transac-
tions that will eventually 
lead to an improvement in  
market efficiency. 

Accounting Standards for 
Issuer in Cambodia 

national Accounting council 
(nAc) is a regulator of the 
Royal government of cambo-

dia empowered with the role of 
governing, strengthening and 
promoting the development of 
the accounting and audit-
ing profession in cambodia. 
nAc works as a Secretariat of 
the Ministry of Economy and 
Finance (MEF) with the mission 
of governing and developing 
the accounting and auditing 
sector. it achieves this through 
by preparing, implementing, 
monitoring and evaluating 
policies, legal framework and 
relevant financial reporting 
regulations. 

Prakas no. 068 issued on 
January 8, 2009 on “imple-
mentation of cambodia 
Financial Report” stated that 
“All the companies/indus-
tries in cambodia shall fully 
adopt international Financial 
Reporting Standard issued by 
the international Accounting 
Standard Board (iASB) includ-
ing all interpretations and 
modifications”. 

on August 28, 2009 nAc 
also issued the notifica-
tion no. 097/09 on “the 
implementation of cambo-
dia international Financial 
Reporting Standards (ciFRS) 
and ciFRS for SMEs”.  
   Moreover, MEF also issued 
Prakas  no. 101 on February 
24, 2011 on “implementation 
Financial Reporting Standard 
for issuer” stated that “All is-
suers shall follow ciFRS. 

therefore, all companies 
interested in adopting good 
corperate governance 
practices in cambodia must 
comply with the relevant 
standards announced and 
sanctioned by MEF.

Accounting standards vital for 
transparent financial reporting 

Monday, oCToBER 26, 2020  www.phnoMpEnhposT.CoM

Prepared by: Securities and Exchange Commission of Cambodia
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Rohingya refugee 
death highlights 
Myanmar mine use
A RohingyA boy from a refugee 
camp in Bangladesh has been 
killed by a landmine inside 
Myanmar, camp leaders said on 
Saturday, in a case that 
highlighted the country’s refusal 
to implement an international 
ban. More than 160 countries 
have signed up to a treaty 
banning landmines, and a 
monitor group has said 
Myanmar forces are the only 
ones known to have deployed 
mines last year. Mohammad 
Zaber, 13, who lived in the 
Kutupalong refugee camp in 
Cox’s Bazar, died on Friday in an 
explosion after going fishing 
with friends on the border, 
community leader Dil 
Mohammad said. A Border 
guard Bangladesh (BgB) official 
confirmed the incident took 
place inside Myanmar. The 
international Campaign to Ban 
Landmines has said Myanmar – 
which has refused to sign the 
1997 ban treaty – was the only 
country where the use of new 
antipersonnel mines had been 
documented in recent years. 
Many Rohingya were killed or 
wounded by mines in 2017 when 
a military crackdown on the 
persecuted Muslim group led to 
an exodus of more than 740,000 
people from Myanmar’s 
Rakhine state into Bangladesh. 
AFP

Thousands of seals 
found dead in Namibia
An eSTiMATeD 7,000 Cape fur 
seals have been discovered 
dead at a breeding colony in 
central namibia, scientists said 
on Saturday. Conservationist 
naude Dreyer of the charity 
ocean Conservation namibia 
began noticing dead seals 
littering the sandy beaches of 
the Pelican Point colony near 
Walvis Bay city last month. Then 
in the first two weeks of this 
month he found large numbers 
of seal foetuses at the colony, Dr 
Tess gridley from the namibian 
Dolphin Project told AFP by 
phone. Fur seals normally give 
birth between mid-november 
and mid-December. gridley 
estimated that between 5,000 
and 7,000 female seals had 
miscarried young with more still 
being found. The cause of the 
mass die off is yet to be 
established but scientists 
suspect anything from 
pollutants or bacterial infection 
to malnutrition. Some of the 
dead females found were “thin-
looking, emaciated, with very 
little fat reserves”, said gridley. 
Scientists are collecting 
samples for testing. in 1994 
some 10,000 seals died and 
15,000 foetuses were aborted in 
a mass die off that was linked to 
starvation suspected to have 
resulted from a shortage of fish 
as well as from a bacterial 
infection at another breeding 
colony, the Cape Cross, some 
116km north of the central 
tourist town Swakopmund. 
Annely haiphene, executive 
director in the Ministry of 
Fisheries and Marine resources, 
told AFP she suspected the seals 
died from “lack of food”. AFP

cALLS to boycott French 
goods are growing in the Arab 
world and beyond, after Presi-
dent emmanuel Macron criti-
cised Islamists and vowed not 
to “give up cartoons” depict-
ing the Prophet Mohammed.

Macron’s comments, on 
Wednesday, came in response 
to the beheading of a teacher, 
Samuel Paty, outside his school 
in a suburb outside Paris ear-
lier this month, after he had 
shown cartoons of the Prophet 
Mohammed during a class he 
was leading on free speech.

the teacher became the tar-
get of an online hate campaign 
over his choice of lesson mate-
rial – the same images that un-
leashed a bloody assault by Is-
lamist gunmen on the offices 
of satirical magazine Charlie 
Hebdo, the original publisher, 
in January 2015.

caricatures of Mohammed 
are forbidden by Islam.

on Saturday, Jordan’s foreign 
ministry said it condemned 
the “continued publication 
of caricatures of the Prophet 
Mohammed under the pretext 
of freedom of expression” and 
any “discriminatory and mis-
leading attempts that seek to 
link Islam with terrorism”.

It did not directly criticise 
Macron, although he had on 
Wednesday also contended 
that Paty was “killed because 
Islamists want our future”.

but Jordan’s opposition 
Islamic Action Front party 
called on the French president 
to apologise for his comments 
and urged citizens in the king-
dom to boycott French goods.

Such boycotts are already 
underway in Kuwait and Qatar. 
AFP

boycotts of French goods 
over Macron’s comments

A
N eNergISed Joe 
biden and barack 
obama on Satur-
day accused donald 

trump of a massive screw-up 
in his handling of the coro-
navirus, but the US president 
remained ebullient despite 
trailing in polls with 10 days 
to go until the election.

trump ploughed through 
three campaign rallies in one 
day, targeting separate battle-
ground states as he sought to 
close the gap with biden.

but the president’s efforts 
have been inescapably over-
shadowed by a grim reality – 
the US set a daily record for 
new covid-19 cases for the 
second day in a row on Sat-
urday, at nearly 89,000, with 
a further surge expected as 
cold weather arrives.

the virus has claimed more 

than 224,000 US lives, with no 
end in sight, and a majority of 
voters say trump has handled 
the crisis poorly.

“that’s donald trump’s 
presidency,” biden said on 
Saturday during a drive-in 
rally, one of two events in his 
native Pennsylvania, a critical 
swing state. He spoke from a 
stage decorated with bales of 
hay and Halloween pump-
kins.

“donald trump said, and 
is still saying, we’re rounding 
the corner. It’s going away. 
We’re learning how to live 
with it.”

biden added: “We’re not 
learning how to live with it. 
You’re asking us to learn how 
to die with it and it’s wrong.”

the biden campaign also 
deployed a key surrogate, for-
mer president barack obama, 

who slammed the trump ad-
ministration’s covid-19 re-
sponse.

“the idea that somehow 
this White House has done 
anything but completely 
screw this thing up is non-
sense,” obama told support-
ers at a drive-in rally in Mi-
ami, Florida.

“donald trump isn’t sud-

denly going to protect all of 
us. He can’t even take the ba-
sic steps to protect himself,” 
obama added, referring to 
trump’s hospitalisation for 
covid-19 three weeks ago.

Also slamming the presi-
dent’s failure to denounce 
white supremacy, and the 
many times he has lied in 
public, among other issues, 

obama called on supporters 
to vote for his former vice-
president.

He said: “We can make 
things better . . . that’s what 
voting is about, not making 
things perfect, but making 
things better.

“If we vote up and down the 
ticket like never before, we 
will elect Joe biden.” AFP

AN INterNAtIoNAL treaty banning 
nuclear weapons has been ratified by 
a 50th country, the UN said on Satur-
day, allowing the “historic” text to en-
ter into force after 90 days.

While nuclear powers have not 
signed up to the treaty, activists who 
have pushed for its enactment hold 
out hope that it will nonetheless prove 
to be more than symbolic and have a 
gradual deterrent effect.

Honduras became the 50th country 
to ratify.

UN secretary-general Antonio gu-
terres called it “the culmination of a 
worldwide movement to draw atten-
tion to the catastrophic humanitarian 
consequences of any use of nuclear 
weapons”, according to a statement 
from his spokesman.

“It represents a meaningful commit-
ment towards the total elimination of 
nuclear weapons, which remains the 
highest disarmament priority of the 
United Nations.”

Ngos also welcomed the news, in-

cluding the International campaign 
to Abolish Nuclear Weapons (Ican), 
a coalition that won the 2017 Nobel 
Peace Prize for its key role in bringing 
the treaty to fruition.

“Honduras just ratified the treaty 
as the 50th state, triggering entry into 
force and making history,” Ican said 
in a tweet.

Peter Maurer, president of the Inter-
national committee of the red cross 
(Icrc), said in a statement: “today is 
a victory for humanity, and a promise 

of a safer future.”
the 75th anniversary of the nuclear 

attacks on Nagasaki and Hiroshima, 
marked in August, saw a wave of 
countries ratify the treaty.

they have included Nigeria, Malay-
sia, Ireland, Malta and tuvalu.

thailand, Mexico, South Africa, 
bangladesh, New Zealand, Vietnam 
and the Vatican are among the coun-
tries that had already ratified it.

It is now to enter into force on Janu-
ary 22, next year, the UN said. AFP

An energised 
biden slams 
trump’s covid 
plan of action

treaty banning nuclear weapons to go into force

tHe US on Saturday warned 
that foreigners could be target-
ed by kidnappers or attackers 
in Azerbaijan, where a conflict 
is roiling the separatist prov-
ince of Nagorno-Karabakh.

“the US embassy in baku 
has received credible reports 
of potential terrorist attacks 
and kidnappings against US 
citizens and foreign nation-
als in baku,” the diplomatic 
mission said on its website in 
a message shared by the State 
department on twitter.

“US citizens are advised to 
exercise heightened caution 
in locations where Americans 
or foreigners may gather,” in-
cluding major hotels in the 
capital, the embassy added, 
without further details on the 
origin of the threats.

the warning comes in the 

wake of a similar message in 
turkey, where US diplomats 
have reported “credible” 
threats of attacks or kidnap-
pings targeting Americans in 
Istanbul or other localities. 

It was not clear if the warn-
ings were linked.

turkey’s involvement in the 
conflict in Nagorno-Karabakh, 
recognised internationally as 
part of Azerbaijan but con-
trolled by Armenian separatists, 
has raised the concern of several 
Western countries since it said it 
wanted to help Azerbaijan.

US Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo met separately on 
Friday with his counterparts 
from Armenia and Azerbaijan, 
urging them to “end the vio-
lence and protect civilians”.

during that meeting, Ar-
menian Minister of Foreign 

Affairs Zohrab Mnatsakanyan 
pressed concerns about Azer-
baijan receiving weapons 
from its ally turkey, accusa-
tions already made by Arme-
nian Prime Minister Nikol 
Pachinian and Armenian 
President Armen Sarkissian.

the US has said it is neutral but 
Pompeo has criticised turkey and 
in a recent interview described 
Armenia’s actions as defensive.

Armenia and Azerbaijan 
accuse each other of having 
targeted the civilian popula-
tion since the beginning of 
hostilities on September 27 in 
the mountainous region.

russian President Vladimir 
Putin said on thursday that 
the death toll was nearing 
5,000 in the worst flare-up in 
Nagorno-Karabakh in more 
than two decades. AFP

US embassy in Azerbaijan sounds 
alarm over threats against foreigners

Joe Biden and former US President Barack Obama on Saturday accused Donald Trump of botching his 
handling of the novel coronavirus. AFP
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t
He UN is marking its 75th 
anniversary at a time of great 
disruption for the world, 
compounded by an unprece-

dented global health crisis with 
severe economic and social impacts. 
Will we emerge stronger and better 
equipped to work together? or will 
distrust and isolation grow further? 
2020 must be a year of dialogue, 
when we come together to discuss 
our priorities as a human family, and 
how we can build a better future for 
all.

In January 2020, we launched a glo-
bal conversation to celebrate our 
75th anniversary. through surveys 
and dialogues, people from all walks 
of life were asked about their hopes 
and fears for the future, their priori-
ties for international cooperation and 
for the UN in particular. over one 
million have responded.  In cambo-
dia, more than two thousand partici-
pated in the survey. We also listened 
and talked to hundreds of cambodi-
ans in community conversations. 

through these conversations, we 
have heard loud and clear that peo-
ple aspire for a better quality of life, 
particularly for their children and the 
next generations to come. everyone 
we talked to want their rights pro-
tected to access quality healthcare, 
education and better jobs to live in 
dignity and in harmony with nature 
and society. A woman in Kampong 
thom best captured this collective 
sentiment when she said: “our aspi-
rations for the future are common: 
No matter where you come from, we 
all want to leave the world a better 
place for our children, the next gen-
eration. education, and good jobs are 
the means and the ends to do so.”

We heard many enthusiastic voic-
es to have their human rights ful-
filled and respected. the notion 
that “fulfilling the people’s needs 
are just simply fulfilling people’s 
rights” was shared in the Phnom 
Penh conversations.

Meanwhile, young people 
expressed their hopes for transparent 
governance systems that fulfils peo-
ple’s needs, provides equitable access 
to services, and empowers them to 
make decisions. they also shared 
their aspirations for gender equality 
and women’s empowerment. A youth 
told us: “People everywhere have the 
right to live free from all forms of vio-
lence and feel safe regardless of their 
ethnicity, faith or sexual orientation.”

For the UN in cambodia, these 
voices remind us why and how the 

aspirations for peace, justice, human 
rights, social progress and better 
standards of life in larger freedoms 
embodied in the UN charter 75 years 
ago still hold true for our time. the 
voices of today call on us to acceler-
ate actions to end poverty and hun-
ger, in all their forms and dimen-

sions, and to ensure that all human 
beings can fulfil their potential in 
dignity and equality and in a healthy 
environment. this is at the core of 
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development.

In every crisis lies an opportunity. 
the covid-19 pandemic is our gener-

ation’s 1945 moment. by asking peo-
ple about the future they want, we 
are one step closer to reimagining 
this post-covid future together. the 
SDGs are a roadmap for humanity. 
they encompass almost every aspect 
of human and planetary wellbeing 
and, if met, will provide a stable and 
prosperous life for every person and 
ensure the health of the planet. the 
pandemic also shows us the wisdom 
of what is already inherent in the 
SDGs; the challenges we face cannot 
be dealt with in isolation. Good 
health, no poverty, decent work, 
quality education, strong and 
accountable institutions and a 
shared responsibility to protect and 
promote human rights are the foun-
dations for building back an inclu-
sive, sustainable and equitable 
future.

No one can achieve this vision 
alone. With the cambodian govern-
ment and partners, the UN family in 
cambodia will continue to work 
hand in hand with the cambodian 
people to fulfil their aspirations. on 
our 75th anniversary, we reaffirm our 
commitment to “we the peoples”. 

together, we are stronger. together, 
we can realise the future we want.

Pauline Tamesis is the Resident Coordina-
tor in Cambodia. For more information about 
the 75th anniversary of the UN, please visit: 
https://www.un.org/en/un75

opinion
Pauline Tamesis

The UN at 75: Reimagining the future we want 

People aspire for a better quality of life, particularly for their children and the next generations to come. un cambodia

Young people expressed their hopes for transparent governance systems that fulfil people’s needs. un cambodia

The UN in Cambodia continues to work hand-in-hand with the Cambodian people to fulfil their aspirations. un cambodia
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E
ACH month, three 
members of the LG-
BTQ+ community 
face off in a beauty 

competition where they 
match wits, walk runways 
and flaunt their style in the 
hopes of being crowned Miss 
Calendar Queen.

Miss Calendar Queen 2020, 
believed to be one of the first 
of its kind in Cambodia, is the 
brainchild of Yosef Manabat, a 
Filipino English teacher, artist, 
performer and event planner.

The pageant, which is hosted 
by Wings & Beers in Tuol Tom-
poung, premiered in Febru-
ary this year and is expected to 
wrap up with the finals sched-
uled for December or January.

“The pageant is considered 
a breakthrough concept as it 
claims to be one of the first 
successful gay beauty pag-
eants here in Cambodia,” 
Manabat says. 

Manabat has experience 
hosting charity events. He or-
ganised an event for victims 
of the Taal Volcano eruption 
in the Philippines in January. 
After successfully running a 
cosplay show in Cambodia, he 
launced Miss Calander Queen.

The pageant falls under the 
umbrella of MCQorg, an icon-
ic beauty pageant for LGBTQ+ 
community members who are 
exceptionally confident, beau-
tiful, talented, and intelligent. 

Manabat tells The Post: “I 
continued with Miss Calen-
dar Queen because as I talked 
with my local friends who are 
members of the LGBTQIA+ 
community, [I found] they are 
very thankful to have a beauty 
pageant for the gay commu-
nity like Miss Calendar. 

“It’s like a dream come 
true for them as they 
are also a fan of inter-
national pageants such 
as Miss Universe, World, 
International, Earth, Su-
pranational and Grand 
International.”

Each month a live com-
petition is staged for three 
new contestants. The win-
ning candidate has a chance 
to compete in the grand fi-
nale show at the end of the 
season.

“I only choose three quali-
fied contestants each month 
because that is all Miss Cal-
endar can afford. The prizes 
are donated by sponsors and 
friends. 

“Each month the winner re-
ceives $100 in cash, a sash and 
a crown. The other two contes-
tants receive $50 consolation 
prizes,” Manabat says. 

 
Taking a stand

Khon Chan Sonya, 25, a per-
former and self-proclaimed 
shopaholic, was crowned Miss 
Calendar Queen for March. 

“The beauty of standing up 
for your rights is that others can 
see you [doing it] and stand up 
as well,” Chan Sonya says.

The month before, Maria Ash-
ley Arere Calara (pictured) took 
home the crown for February.

Manabat says the winner 
of the competition must be 
a role model and understand 
the values and responsibili-
ties of Miss Calendar Queen. 

Anyone can join the competi-
tion as long as their heart is in it 
and they understand the ideas 
behind the event, Manabat says. 

“I think the LGBTQ com-
munity here in Cambodia has 
a lot to offer – beauty, knowl-
edge, heart and overwhelm-
ing talents. The LGBTQ com-
munity here is always ready 
to step up. They are just wait-
ing for an opportunity.” 

Chhean Sasophanith, a 
singer and dancer also known 
as Ju Lika, 24, competed in 
the July contest. 

“I’ve been embraced by my 
new community. That’s what 
happens when you are finally 
honest about who you are. 
You find others like you,” Sa-
sophanith says.

Due to Covid-19, July’s Miss 
C a l e n - dar queen 

wasn’t chosen until October 
23, with the top prize going to 
Chuun Sakareach.

The pageant nights
Each pageant starts with a 

parade of costumes and intro-
ductions. 

Then the three contestants 
walk the runway in sports or 
athletic attire to show off their 
physique.

After that, they move on to 
the third round of the competi-
tion where they showcase their 
talents. Next is the evening 
gown segment where judges 
and fans can get a taste of the 
contestants’ personal style. 

But the design of the gown 
does not count towards the 
total score. Instead, judges 
focus on how gracefully and 
confident each candidate 
presents themselves.

In the last round, contestants 
are asked questions to test their 

mettle under the spotlight. 
Manabat says: “The 
event concludes with the 

host announcing the 
winner. In the event 

that the winner is 
unable to ful-

fil his or her 
duties, the 

first-runner up 
will take their 

place.”
Manabat says he 

plans to spice things 
up in the future. 

“I have upcoming plans for 
Miss Calendar that will shock 
everyone, a big revelation that 
will be announced at the Queen 
of August event.”

Part of the appeal of the 
competition is giving the LG-
BTQ+ community a platform 
to speak about themselves and 
gender equality in the work-
place and community, he says.

He adds that in the Phil-
ippines, working at beauty 
pageants is a popular job for 
members of the LGBTQ+ com-
munity. He says members of 
the community work as make-
up artists, designers, planners, 
trainers and choreographers. 

“I am very happy with my 
role as a host and founder of 
Miss Calendar Queen 2020. 
This brought meaning to my 
life here in Cambodia as an art-
ist, host, performer, and a per-
sonality development coach 
for beauty pageants back in the 
Philippines,” he says. 

“I understand that this event 
can help the LGBTQIA+ com-
munity in Cambodia gain con-
fidence and maybe influence 
other potential event organisers 
that will help the community.”

He says aside from a small 
amount of money, the best 
prize for the contestants is the 
experience gained by perform-
ing in a beauty pageant. 

For more information, visit 
Miss Calendar Queen’s Face-
book page.
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Arts & culture
The LGBTQ+ 
pageant with 
an agenda of 
empowerment

A new Miss Calendar Queen is chosen each month. supplied

 Winners Khon Chan Sonya (left) and Maria Ashley Arere Calara. supplied

Miss June, Bun Veasna aka Yu Por (left), with event organiser Yosef Manabat. supplied
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Recording studio tasks
  5 Church engagement 

announcement
 10 Business letter opening
 14 Very large-scale
 15 Perpendicular to a ship’s length
 16 Send off
 17 NBC’speacock, e.g.
 18 Anchor line’s hole
 19 Church’s east end, typically
 20 Block of gold
 22 Marketing agent, casually
 24 Like some cuisine or humor
 27 Tex-Mex bite
 28 Auto
 30 Bring on the decorator
 31 Barrel features
 34 Eggs, in biology
 35 Some beasts of burden
 36 Lightened one’s wallet
 37 What tired dogs do
 39 Atlantic City treat
 42 Edible corm
 43 Fair attractions
 45 Lively spirit

 47 Oath
 48 New York’s capital
 50 It’s made to be broken, 

proverbially
 51 Coast Guard off.
 52 A great lake
 53 New Hampshire prep school
 55 Perform stunningly
 58 Pert
 61 Common cereal grains
 62 Amazon parrot
 65 Builder’s work place
 66 Indian butter
 67 Place to see pro basketball
 68 Implement
 69 Word on a communal towel?
 70 Wren residences
 71 PJ fastener
DOWN
  1 Cold-cuts emporium
  2 “Once ___ a time ...”
  3 Product improvement slogan
  4 Move along quickly
  5 Ebenezer’s exclamation
  6 Bygone NBA rival
  7 Press meetings
  8 Space org.

  9 Runs a blast furnace
 10 Ocean painting, e.g.
 11 Beta 2 compared to beta 1
 12 Bailiff’s order
 13 “Watch your ___!”
 21 By way of, for short
 23 Enjoys dinner
 25 Behind-the-counter call
 26 Mental conception
 28 Dried coconut meat
 29 Be of service to
 32 ___ a high note
 33 Stores securely
 38 Chinese restaurant flowers
 40 State of constant change
 41 Eli’s school
 44 Agitated state
 46 Earns, after all
 49 Beefeater, for example
 54 Some bridge-seat occupants
 55 Boots of old
 56 Hawaiian “gathering place”
 57 Ending for “soft” or “dinner”
 59 Classical colonnade
 60 Pup’s anguished cry
 63 Wee soldier
 64 Existed

“HYPED UP” 

Friday’s solution

Friday’s solution

Lifestyle

S
oUtH KoreA’S rich-
est and most powerful 
industrialist, Lee Kun-
hee, turned Samsung 

electronics into one of the 
world’s biggest tech compa-
nies but lived a reclusive ex-
istence.

Still, occasional pronounce-
ments on business by the ty-
coon, who died at 78 on Sun-
day, reverberated through the 
country.

When he inherited the 
chairmanship of the Sam-
sung group in 1987 – founded 
by his father as a fish and fruit 
exporter – it was already the 
country’s largest conglomer-
ate, with operations ranging 
from consumer electronics to 
construction.

but Lee transformed it into a 
global power – by the time he 
was left bedridden by a heart 
attack in 2014, it was the world’s 
biggest maker of smartphones 
and memory chips.

He seldom ventured out 
from the high walls of his 
private compound in central 
Seoul to visit the company 
headquarters, earning him 
the nickname “hermit king”.

Samsung is by far the big-
gest of the chaebols, the fam-
ily-controlled conglomerates 
that dominate South Korea’s 
economy.

they drove the nation’s 
transformation from a war-
ravaged ruin to the world’s 
12th-largest economy, but 
nowadays are accused of 
murky political ties and sti-
fling competition – with Lee 
himself twice convicted of 
criminal offences, in one case 
bribing a president.

Lee’s far-sighted leadership 
style was widely credited with 
turning Samsung electronics, 
now the group’s flagship sub-
sidiary, into one of the world’s 
leading developers and pro-
ducers of semiconductors, 
mobile phones and LcDs.

‘Let’s change everything’
early in Lee’s chairman-

ship, Samsung was seen as a 

shoddy producer of cheap, 
low-quality products.

“Let’s change everything 
except our wives and kids,” 
he said in 1993.

the company gathered up and 
burnt all 150,000 mobile phones 
it had in stock, paving the way 
for the rebirth of the highly suc-
cessful “Anycall” handset.

Soon afterwards, he ordered 
chinese-made products to be 
displayed at Samsung head-
quarters, saying it was impor-
tant to show how china was 
quickly catching up.

Lee rarely spoke to the me-
dia, but was closely watched 
whenever he broke his long si-
lences, often with doom-laden 
New Year corporate addresses.

In meetings with subordi-
nates and occasional inter-
views, Lee always stressed the 
importance of bright minds 
in business.

“No matter what happens, 
there will be nothing to be 
afraid of if we have the best tal-
ent in designing, research and 
development,” he once said.

“In the era of unlimited com-
petition, winning or losing will 
depend upon a small number 
of geniuses . . . one genius will 
feed 100,000 people.”

Pekingese love
Lee, the third son of Sam-

sung group founder Lee 
byung-chull, had a soft spot 
for dogs – developed as a 
child in Japan where he went 
to school from age 11.

“My first love was my Pe-
kingese,” Lee wrote in a col-
lection of essays published in 
1997. “I learned then that an 
emotional dialogue between a 
man and a dog was possible.”

He was also known for his 
love of movies, horseriding 
and exotic supercars.

Lee studied at Japan’s pres-
tigious Waseda University 
and earned an MbA at George 
Washington University in the 
United States.

At the age of 36, he became 
vice-chairman of the group’s 
construction and trading arm, 

and became group chairman 
nine years later, shortly after 
his father’s death.

Lee was known for taking 
months-long trips to Hawaii 
and Japan before key busi-
ness decisions, including the 
promotion of his own son Lee 
Jae-yong to vice-chairman of 
Samsung electronics in 2013.

Shrouded in mystery
big business and politi-

cal power have often been 
closely linked in South Korea, 
and in 1996, Lee Kun-hee was 
convicted of bribing former 
president roh tae-woo.

While roh was in office, 
Lee paid him “a large sum of 
money in bribes over a long 
period”, the court ruled, seek-
ing favours for Samsung in 
the president’s business pol-
icy decisions.

Lee was also found guilty of 
embezzlement and tax eva-
sion in a slush fund scandal in 
2008, which saw him briefly 
step down from the company 
leadership.

but suspended sentences 
meant he never served time 
in jail and he received two 
presidential pardons, going 
on to spearhead his country’s 
successful efforts to secure 
the 2018 Winter olympics.

A few years later, he fought off 
a lawsuit from his older brother 
and sister claiming they were 
entitled to Samsung shares 
worth billions of dollars.

Lee married Hong ra-hee 
– whose father was a justice 
minister – with whom he had 
a son and three daughters, the 
youngest of them committing 
suicide in 2005 while a gradu-
ate student in New York.

After his heart attack, Lee spent 
his last years in medical care. 

Secretly filmed footage broad-
cast in 2017 showed him seated 
in a wheelchair, while other re-
ports said he was in a coma but 
did not need a ventilator.

Little was ever revealed 
about his condition, leav-
ing him shrouded in mystery 
even in his final days. AFP

Lee Kun-hee: the 
‘Hermit King’ who 
led Samsung to glory

Lee Khun-hee, the reclusive mastermind behind Samsung’s meteoric rise to superstardom, passed away on 
Sunday. AFP
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Since October, Phnom Penh and 19 provinces in Cambodia have been hit by floods, destroying countless agriculture land and homes, 
thus affecting thousands of Cambodians. The China Hong Kong & Macau Expatriate and Business Association of Cambodia (CHKMEBAC) has 
answered the government’s call to aid flood victims, starting its “Entering the flood zone, mobilizing aid with love” campaign.

CHKMEBAC president Oknha Sum Sui Sang initiated the aid fund with a donation of $30,000 and other committee members topped up 
the fund, which reached $93,026.10. CHKMEBAC will visit the three of the hardest-hit flood areas, namely Kg Speu, Kandal and Kg Thom to 
distribute food supplies and cash donations to 2,000 flood victims. CHKMEBAC Flood Aid Team, led by secretary-general Wong Rui Hua, sent 
a flood aid team of 20 members to Krong Chbar Mon in Kg Speu last Friday.  At Khan Dangkor, the local government took immediate action 
by gathering 500 affected families at a pagoda, to receive the aid. The CHKMEBA flood aid team handed instant noodles, canned tuna, fish 
sauce, soy sauce, medicine and also gave $40 to each family.
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CHKMEBAC reaches out to flood victims in Krong Chbar Mon and Khan Dangkor
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 A flurry of activities dominated Urban Village last week – the launch of Goldwell Cafe, One Oasis 
Wellness Spa’s and the Urban Rental Management office. Goldwell Cafe unveiled its high-end cof-
fee shop after partnering with Pasteur Restaurant – widely known for its “Pho Beef Special”. The 
One Oasis Wellness Spa also launched its outlet  at Urban Village Phase I condominium. It offers a 
variety of services – body massages, manicure and pedicure, among others. An array of selected java 
organic products made up of natural ingredients are used for massage treatments. While, Urban 
Rental Management, which provides one-stop property management services opened its office at 
Urban Village.

More trendy outlets at Urban Village
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The Thai embassy in Phnom Penh 
on Wednesday teamed up with the 
Thai Trade Centre, Thailand heads of 
office and Thai companies operating 
in the Kingdom to provide flood relief 
to those affected by the recent natural 
disaster. Basic essentials were donated 
to the National Committee for Disaster 
Management, which will be distributed  
to 19 provinces. Thai Ambassador to 
Cambodia HE Panyarak Poolthup and 
HE Hang Samoeun, vice president of 
the National Committee for Disaster 
Management was present at the dona-
tion presentation ceremony.

LG Electronics and GGearGroup on Thursday opened another branch, LG Brandshop in Kampong 
Thom to meet the growing demand for its wide range of popular electronic products in the area. 
The new outlet is located along National Road 6A, Stung Sen Village, Stung Sen City. The event 
was presided over by HE Prem Ratha, Kampong Thom Province deputy governor.  LG Brandshop 
will sell all the  popular electronic household products from the South Korean LG Electronics   – air 
conditioners, televisions,  refrigerators, washing machines and audio equipment. GGearGroup is the 
sole importer and distributor of LG appliances in the Kingdom.

Thai embassy extends aid to flood-hit victims 

Launch of LG Brandshop at Kampong Thom

PPCBank’s staff on Monday delivered their contributions comprising basic necessities, including 
drinking water and noodles to flood victims in Pursat province by coordinating with the National 
Committee for Disaster Management. The bank will also be opening donation channels as part of their 
next fundraising mission to assist communities affected by the recent floods  in Battambang province.

PPCBank staff donates to flood victims in Pursat province
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Microfinance institution Bayon Credit Plc announced last Monday its new shareholders following the 
sale of its 100 per cent stake to Cheng Fung Investment and Netgold Investment. The transaction took 
place on March 2 and was concluded on October 1 this year. At the same time, Bayon Credit said it held a 
blessing ceremony for its new 19-storey office tower, located at 342 Monivong Blvd, corner Street 288, 
Sangkat Boeung Keng Kang 1. Bayon Credit, which boasts six branches in major provinces and supported 
by nearly 100 employees, have more than 2,932 loan clients. Its new registered capital is  $3 million.

Bayon Credit welcomes new shareholders 
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real Madrid defeats barcelona in clasico
r

eAL MADrID averted a 
crisis in the best way pos-
sible on Saturday by beat-
ing barcelona 3-1 in the 

first empty clasico, landing an early 
blow in La Liga’s title race. 

barca had the chance to inflict a 
third consecutive defeat on their 
rivals and increase the pressure on 
Zinedine Zidane. 

Instead, Madrid’s win earns them 
a six-point lead over the catalans, 
having played one game more.

“they are only three points but we 
have to enjoy them, especially after 
everything that has been said about 
the squad,” said Zidane.

Sergio ramos’ penalty and a late 
Luka Modric goal finished barce-
lona off after Federico Valverde and 
Ansu Fati had traded early strikes in 
a compelling game that defied those 
expecting further evidence of two 
heavyweights in decline. 

“You always have bad spells in a 
season and hopefully this one only 
lasted a week,” said ramos. “to win 
in the home of your oldest rivals is 
always satisfying.”

Atletico Madrid took advantage 
by beating real betis 2-0 to move 
up to second in the table but Sevilla 
missed out, slipping to a surprise 
1-0 loss at home to eibar.

barcelona might feel hard done by, es-
pecially as ramos’ penalty was awarded 
after a check by VAr and a hugely exag-
gerated fall by Madrid’s captain after 
clement Lenglet tugged his shirt. 

“Maybe one day you can explain 
how VAr works here in Spain,” said 
ronald Koeman. “We’ve had five 
games in the league and VAr has 
only intervened against barca.”

but aside from an impressive spell in 
the first half, when Lionel Messi threat-
ened to win the game on his own, Ma-
drid were dominant for longer spells 
and pulled away when it mattered. 

this was Koeman’s first clasico as 
barcelona coach and some of the pres-
sure Zidane would have felt from a loss 
is now transferred to the Dutchman, 
who has overseen only three wins from 
his first six games in charge. 

barcelona face Juventus on Wednes-
day in the champions League, with-

out the suspended Gerard Pique. 
every barca set-back now reflects 

on the future of Messi, for whom 
this could even have been the last 
clasico at camp Nou. the Argen-
tinian, who failed in his attempt to 
leave last summer, has still to score 
from open play this season. 

Suarez on target
Mundo Deportivo had declared the 

match “the least clasico of clasicos” 
on its front page on Saturday morning. 

the coronavirus pandemic meant 
the biggest football stadium in eu-
rope was silent for the game that 
La Liga president Javier tebas had 
claimed is “still the biggest football 
match in the world”. 

In the previous week, real Madrid 
had lost to Shakhtar Donestsk and 
promoted cadiz, while barcelona 
were beaten by Getafe.

Yet a dip in quality does not have 
to mean a drop in drama and any 
doubts about the thrill of this fixture 
were answered in eight minutes, as 
both teams had scored. 

Madrid made the start they dreamed 
of when Karim benzema drifted deep 
into the right channel and was al-
lowed to turn, with the sprinting 
Valverde going beyond him. 

Valverde pierced the gap before 
lifting a curved shot past Neto and 
into the far corner.  

but within three minutes, barce-
lona were level. Messi, from almost 

left-back, chipped a ball over the 
top freeing Jordi Alba, who fired into 
the front post where Fati had nipped 
ahead of ramos and turned in. 

It was fast and open for the rest of 
the half, with Messi enjoying a golden 
spell. He glided past casemiro and 
then swerved around ramos, but onto 
his right foot, the finish stabbed into 
thibaut courtois at the near post. 

benzema should have scored too 
and Madrid finished the stronger 
before half-time but barca were bet-
ter just after. Fati flashed wide and 
Philippe coutinho missed a free 
header at the back post.

their momentum was checked 
by Lenglet’s error, a tug in the box 
clear enough that ramos’ shirt was 

stretched, even if the fall was comical. 
referee Juan Martinez checked the 
monitor. ramos found the corner. 

barca wanted a penalty them-
selves when ramos booted a clear-
ance into the arm of raphael Varane 
but this time there was no whistle 
and Madrid were hardly troubled 
thereafter.

ramos and Valverde both could 
have made it three in the final minutes 
before substitute Modric did, finishing 
beautifully after Neto rushed out. 

Atletico are only a point behind 
their city rivals and have a game in 
hand after goals from Marcos Llor-
ente and Luis Suarez saw off betis, 
who had Martin Montoya sent off 
with 16 minutes left. afp

IreLAND captain Johnny 
Sexton says it will be tough 
securing the bonus point win 
against France in Paris next 
Saturday to assure them of the 
Six Nations title but if “anyone 
can do it, we can.”

the 35-year-old fly-half 
scored 18 points in Ireland’s 
50-17 victory over Italy at Lans-
downe road on Saturday to set 
up a thrilling climax in the final 
weekend of the northern hemi-
sphere rugby championship.

Sexton admitted playing to 
an empty stadium – due to 
coronavirus pandemic proto-
cols – had meant he and his 
team-mates had had to create 
“their own energy.”

that did not transfer itself 
into the singing of the nation-
al anthems.

“I mimed most of it, it is very 
strange hearing yourself sing,” 
said Sexton, who had cast a 
quizzical look at the team-
mate beside him after the first 
of Ireland’s two anthems.

However, Sexton was far 
happier with what took place 

afterwards – to the back-
ground of piped crowd noise 
– even if one of his passes led 
to an intercepted try.

“France are an outstanding 
team and we have our work 
cut out,” he said. “However, if 
anyone can do it (the bonus 
point win) we can.”

Sexton memorably dropped 
a last-second winning goal in 
Paris in 2018 which set the Irish 
on their way to the Grand Slam.

However, with england 
likely to secure a bonus point 
win in rome against an Italian 
side who have yet to register 
a point the Irish require four 
tries this time round.

the French too entertain 
hopes of winning the title as 
they, like england, are just a 
point adrift of Ireland.

‘Lot of belief’
Ireland head coach Andy 

Farrell says defence could be 
the key to winning the title.

“If we defend like we did for 
most parts of the game we give 
ourselves a chance of achiev-

ing that,” said Farrell.
“It is great to take momen-

tum into next week. the 
French have a fantastic squad 
and it is an unbelievable task 
to go and win there.

“We have rebooted our cam-
paign and we have taken our-
selves into the last week with 
a chance of winning the title 
and that is all you can ask for.”

Sexton and Farrell were 
more than pleased with Satur-
day’s performance.

Farrell was not even ruffled by 
a sloppy opening by Ireland to 
the second-half when they were 
still one try short of the four re-
quired for a bonus point win.

“Look, games never go ac-
cording to plan and you always 
have to be patient,” he said.

“You cannot expect it to 
flow in the second half and 
the floodgates to open. I loved 
how we were patient and cor-
rected our mistakes.”

both Farrell and Sexton 
praised the test debuts of Lein-
ster duo, wing Hugo Keenan 
and flanker Will connors.

both scored tries – Keenan 
becoming the first Irish player 
to score two tries on debut 
since Dave Kearney in 2013 
against Samoa.

connors, though, with his 
tireless tackling was named 
man of the match.

Keenan said scoring the tries 
was “the stuff of dreams” even 
in an empty stadium – he was 
not upset another one was 
ruled out due to an infringe-

ment by James ryan.
the 24-year-old knows 

cracking the French defence is 
another thing entirely but they 
have the wind in their sails.

“It is a huge ask as it is such a 
tough place to go,” he said.

“However, coming off that 
performance will give us a lot 
of belief. We will give it a good 
crack next week.”

Italy coach Franco Smith 
said his side had been “under-

cooked” but he felt the several 
youngsters he blooded on Sat-
urday will be the better for it.

one of them fly-half Paolo 
Garbisi – 15 years younger 
than Sexton – scored a superb 
solo try right at the end.

“Now he knows what test 
rugby is like,” said Smith.

“He handled the pressure 
well and never lost his cool de-
spite some kicks going astray. 
He will go on from here.” afp

Sexton believes Ireland 
can take Six Nations title

Croatian midfielder Luka Modric scored late to help Real Madrid defeat Barcelona 3-1 in the world’s biggest football match. afp

Team Ireland celebrates during their 50-17 victory over Italy. Now only France stands in the way of the Six 
Nations trophy. afp
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b
rett PHILLIPS’S sin-
gle scored two runs 
and the tampa bay 
rays walked off with 

a stunning 8-7 victory over the 
Los Angeles Dodgers Saturday 
that knotted the World Series 
at two games apiece.

the rays became the first 
team in post-season history 
to homer in four straight in-
nings, but they trailed 7-6 
heading into the bottom of 
the ninth.

With two out and two on, 
Phillips – who entered the 
game in the eighth as a pinch 
runner – was down to his last 
strike in the ninth when he 
singled to right center field off 
Dodgers closing pitcher Ken-
ley Jansen and Kevin Kiermai-
er scored from second base.

randy Arozarena racing 
from first, rounded third after 
the ball bounced off the glove 
of Dodgers outfielder chris 
taylor.

Arozarena tripped between 
third and home and looked 
done for, but Dodgers catcher 
Will Smith bobbled the throw 
to the plate and Arozarena 
was able to scramble forward 
and throw himself headfirst 
across the plate in time.

“Golly, what a special mo-
ment,” said Phillips, who last 
got a hit in the rays’ 58th 

game of the regular season on 
September 25.

“I am having a hard time 
putting my emotions into 
words,” Phillips said. “base-
ball is fun.”

Kiermaier called the end-
ing – which sent the rays into 
a frenzy of celebration on 
Globe Life Field in Arlington, 
texas, “truly incredible.”

Arozarena notched a re-
cord-breaking ninth home 
run of the post-season. Kier-
maier, Hunter renfroe and 
brandon Lowe also homered 
for the rays, who are seeking 
the first World Series title in 
franchise history.

the Dodgers, back in the 
World Series for a third time 
in four years after disappoint-
ments in 2017 and 2018, are 
seeking their seventh title – 
but a first since 1988.

“this is certainly a tough 
one,” Dodgers manager Dave 
roberts said. “they were 
the best team all year in the 
American League.

“they are not going to give 
anything away. We’ve got to 
regroup and get ready for to-
morrow.”

the spectacular ending, 
capped a tense back-and-
forth battle with a World Se-
ries record eight straight half-
innings with a run scored.

Justin turner and corey Sea-
ger homered for the Dodgers. 
Seager’s was his eighth of the 
playoffs, temporarily tying 
the single post-season record 
until Arozarena notched his 
ninth in the fourth frame.

For the second game in a 
row turner got things rolling 
with a solo homer in the first 
inning.

Seager added a solo shot in 
the top of the third that put 
the Dodgers up 2-0, but Aro-
zarena pulled back a run in 
the bottom of the fourth with 

a lead-off blast to right cen-
terfield off a 95 mph fastball 
from Julio Urias.

Los Angeles stretched the 
lead to 3-1 in the fifth when 
Seager singled off rays relief 
pitcher Pete Fairbanks and 
reached second on a wild 
pitch. With two outs in the in-
ning Max Muncy reached first 
on a sharp line drive to right 
field that scored Seager.

the rays responded with a 
home run from renfroe to cut 
the margin to one run in the 
bottom of the fifth.

Two-run double 
the Dodgers pushed the 

lead back to two in the top of 
the sixth when enrique Her-
nandez fired a double down 
the left field line that scored 
two.

but Lowe – the two-homer 
hero of the rays’ game-two vic-
tory – put the rays in front for 
the first time with a three-run 
blast off Dodgers reliever Pedro 
baez in the bottom of the sixth.

In the seventh, Dodgers 
pinch-hitter Joc Pederson 
came up with the bases load-

ed and two out and delivered 
a two-run single that put Los 
Angeles back in front.

All seven Dodgers runs 
came with two outs – con-
tinuing a trend for them this 
series.

the rays however, wouldn’t 
be denied, Kiermaier’s homer off 
baez knotting the score at 6-6.

“We have no quit,” Kiermai-
er said. “We have been doing 
that all year. We’ve been the 
comeback kids. to do it on 
the big stage makes it that 
much sweeter.” afp

rays rally back 
with a walkoff 
stunner to tie 
World Series  

Randy Arozarena hit a two-run home run against the Dodgers. In the ninth he scrambled across home plate to score the winning run. afp

oLe GUNNAr SoLSKJAer blamed 
Manchester United’s latest old traf-
ford flop on the absence of fans as 
Saturday’s 0-0 Premier League draw 
against chelsea left them without a 
win in their first three home league 
games for the first time in 48 years.

Uruguay striker edinson cavani 
almost scored on his debut with 
his first touch after coming off the 
bench in the second half, but United 
were unable to break down chelsea’s 
well-drilled defence.

beaten by crystal Palace on the 
opening weekend of the Premier 
League season and crushed 6-1 by 
tottenham in their previous home 
match, United once again looked 
lacklustre at an empty old trafford.

United’s only win in their last six 
home games was in the europa 
League against Austrian side LASK 
last season, when they were already 
5-0 up from the away leg.

“In the second half, we pushed on 
and if the Stretford end had been 
full we might get the goal to get us 
over the line, as it creates more pres-
sure and urgency,” Solskjaer said.

“We miss the fans, I must say. It is 
the same for all teams but I think ev-
eryone agrees that the edge has gone 

and I can’t wait to get the fans back.”
United are languishing in 15th 

place after a spluttering start and 
any optimism engendered by their 
midweek champions League win at 
Paris Saint Germain evaporated in 
the Manchester rain.

United, bereft of any attacking in-
spiration, have two more chances to 

get back on track at home next week 
when they entertain Leipzig in the 
champions League and Arsenal in 
the Premier League.

“I thought we were closest to win-
ning the game, we kept a clean sheet 
and we have stopped the run of 
home defeats, although we wanted 
to win of course,” Solskjaer said.

chelsea’s conservative tactics 
were a means to an end for blues 
boss Frank Lampard, who had been 
alarmed by their defensive issues.

chelsea had conceded 63 goals in 
their previous 43 Premier League 
matches under Lampard, the worst 
rate of any permanent blues boss.

A goalless champions League draw 
against Sevilla in midweek stopped 
the bleeding and this obdurate effort 
was another sign that Lampard is be-
ginning to solve the problem.

chelsea are far from the finished 
product however, lacking much co-
hesion in attack, and they sit in sixth 
place after drawing three of their 
last four league games.

“I’m happy with the clean sheet. 
We want more than a point obvi-
ously, but to come to Manchester 
United and not concede that is a 
great base,” Lampard said.

“A game of this level, when you get in 
the final third you want to make things 
happen and that didn’t happen for us 
today so there are things to improve.”

Cautious approach 
Solskjaer changed United’s pre-

match routine in a bid to arrest their 
old trafford slide, taking them to 

stay in a hotel on Friday night.
but with torrential rain lashing down, 

nearly 30 minutes passed without a 
single notable incident before chelsea 
keeper edouard Mendy nearly scored 
an incredible own goal when his mis-
cued pass across his six-yard box rolled 
just wide for a United corner.

Marcus rashford had the best 
chance of the half when Juan Mata’s 
pinpoint pass sent the United forward 
galloping clear for a low drive that 
forced Mendy to save with his foot.

cesar Azpilicueta had a strong 
penalty appeal rejected when Harry 
Maguire wrestled him down at a chel-
sea set-piece.

“Without doubt it is a clear penalty. 
It’s not always clear for the referee but 
the VAr is there. Maguire got Azpili-
cueta in a headlock,” Lampard said.

Solskjaer sent on former PSG star 
cavani in the 58th minute for his 
first appearance since his free trans-
fer on deadline day.

cavani almost scored with his first 
touch when his deft flick ruffled the 
side-netting.

but chances remained at a pre-
mium until Mendy made a brilliant 
save in stoppage-time to keep out 
rashford’s curler. afp

No home comforts as Man Utd draws with chelsea 

Saturday’s 0-0 Premier League draw against Chelsea left Man Utd without a win in 
their first three home league games for the first time in 48 years. afp
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