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P
RIME Minister Hun Sen on 
Monday said he had had 
enough of certain countries 
and opposition groups claim-

ing Cambodia had allowed China to 
base its military in Cambodia and 
dared critics to show clear evidence.

Hun Sen made the remarks while 
presiding over a groudbreaking cere-
mony of two monumental bridge proj-
ects in southeastern Phnom Penh.

“Does China have an army in Cam-

bodia? When did Cambodia grant 
a right to China to host its army? I 
would like to emphasise again that 
I’m tired of some foreigners and our 
Khmer who push this situation. 

“I would like to emphasise that we 
get very tired of all of you. When the 
prime minister speaks, you don’t listen. 
From where do you have proof to claim 
Cambodia has signed a secret deal with 
China to use the Ream [military] port 
for 30 years. Come forward and reveal 
that proof! If you don’t have the proof, it 
means that you are lying,” he said.

“I spoke about the matter during a 
cabinet meeting. Don’t forget that in 
1970, King Father Norodom Sihanouk 
was deposed in a coup d’etat explained 
away as a means to fight against the 
[North Vietnamese] Viet Cong on Cam-
bodian land. Now you attempt to do 
this to me? You have repeatedly spoken 
about a Chinese presence.

“This group of plotters forced people 
to carry out activities against the Chi-
nese embassy in Phnom Penh,” he said. 

Hun Sen specifically mentioned Ho 
Vann, a former lawmaker of the Su-

preme Court-dissolved Cambodia Na-
tional Rescue Party (CNRP). He said 
Vann had ordered people to stage pro-
tests in front of the Chinese and US em-
bassies on October 23 against a Chinese 
military presence in Cambodia despite 
having no evidence to prove his claims. 

“Why do you order a protest in front 
of the Chinese embassy against the 
country’s [alleged] military presence? 
You are crazy. Be careful for your wife 
and children who cannot sleep. They 

Show evidence of Chinese 
military base, critics told

Thou Vireak

LOCAL company Overseas 
Cambodian Investment Corp 
Ltd (OCIC) on Monday 
announced plans to spend a 
total of $2.5 billion to develop 
the Koh Norea peninsula in 
southeastern Phnom Penh 
into a new satellite city.

The announcement comes 
as the firm broke ground on 
two monumental bridge 
projects – one connecting 
Koh Pich in Chamkarmon 
district’s Tonle Bassac com-
mune to the Koh Norea Devel-
opment Zone in Chbar Ampov 
district’s Niroth commune, 
and another linking Koh 
Norea to National Road 1.

Speaking at the bridges’ 
groundbreaking ceremony, 
OCIC chairman of the board 
of directors Pung Kheav Se 
said $550 million of the capital 
investment will be spent on 
infrastructure development in 
the satellite city.

Developed on 125ha, the 
project will be able to receive 
50,000 residents upon com-
pletion, he said.

“I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank the Royal 
Government of Cambodia for 
its continued support of the 
company’s development 
projects, in particular, the Koh 
Norea investment development 
project, which is developed by 
the Cambodian government as 
a new satellite city in Chbar 
Ampov district, Phnom Penh.

“The Koh Norea develop-
ment project will bring a lot of 
socio-economic benefits to 
our country.

“Cambodia is in need of 
many more investment 
projects to sustain and rein-
force its economy, especially 
in the face of the difficult eco-
nomic conditions amid the 
global health crisis,” he said.

Drawing from the $550 mil-
lion earmarked for infrastruc-
ture, Kheav Se said the com-
pany will spend $39.6 million 
on the two bridges. 

Tuesday, ocTober  27, 2020 4000 rIeL

Is
su

e 
N

u
M

Be
R 

35
29

Intelligent . In-depth . Independent www.phnompenhpost.com

WCS report studies ‘key species’ 
in Keo Seima wildlife sanctuary
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FEMALE passengers flying 
from Qatar were subjected to 
invasive searches after a pre-
mature baby was found aban-
doned in an airport bathroom, 
in procedures the Australian 
government on Monday 
described as “grossly disturb-
ing” and “offensive”.

A number of women – includ-
ing from Australia – were 
removed from their flight and 
examined for signs of child-
birth after the baby was found 
in a bathroom at Hamad Inter-
national in the Qatari capital.

Australia’s government on 
Monday condemned the Octo-
ber 2 incident, which only came 
to light after Australian passen-
gers spoke out, and said concerns 
had been lodged with Qatar.

Minister for Foreign Affairs 
Marise Payne said: “This is a 
grossly, grossly disturbing, offen-
sive, concerning set of events. It 
is not something that I have ever 
heard of occurring in my life.

“We have made our concerns 
very clear to the Qatari author-
ities at this point,” she said, 
adding that the matter had also 
been referred to Australian

OCIC set to 
spend $2.5B 
on capital’s 
satellite city 

under way
philippine fire bureau personnel remove an uprooted tree blocking a road after tropical storm Molave hit the town of pola, oriental Mindoro 
province, on Monday. typhoon Molave is expected to make landfall in Cambodia from october 28-29, according to the Ministry of water 
resources and Meteorology. AFP
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Orm Bunthoeurn

THE Institut Pasteur du Cam-
bodge (IPC) has performed 
more than 100,000 Covid-19 
tests as of October 26 and 
found 287 positive cases.

All results have been shared 
with the World Health Organi-
sation (WHO) since the start 
of the pandemic.

In a press release issued to 
mark the milestone, the non-
profit research institute said 
it remained committed to 
working with the Cambodian 
Ministry of Health to combat 
Covid-19. 

In addition to routine Cov-
id-19 testing, the IPC said it 
was also actively involved in 
global validation and verifi-
cation of novel testing proto-
cols and diagnostics kits for 
SARS-CoV-2, as well as 
research projects facilitating 
the understanding of the 
Covid-19 pandemic.

The institute detected the 
first positive Covid-19 case in 
Cambodia on January 27. It 
also played a pivotal role in the 

response and testing of passen-
gers from the MS Westerdam 
cruise ship in February. In 
March, IPC scientists were able 
to successfully isolate the virus. 
In April, IPC received a desig-
nation as WHO Global referral 
laboratory for Covid-19.  

The IPC has helped support 
the training of laboratory per-
sonnel and will have labora-
tory capacities for Covid-19 
tests available online soon. 

In addition to RT-PCR 
molecular diagnostic tests to 
detect coronavirus, IPC sci-
entists have also implement-
ed serology capacities for 
seroprevalence studies in 
response to influenza (H3N2) 
and chikungunya.

Other diseases are also on 
IPC’s radar, including seasonal 
and avian influenza, dengue, 
malaria, HIV and tuberculosis.

Maintaining these research 
efforts is paramount to under-
standing pathogens with high 
public health impacts in Cam-
bodia, the Great Mekong Sub-
Region, and the globe, the 
institute said.
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are fearing. If you can stop, 
stop doing that. You are that 
old so even if you usurp power, 
you would not allowed to be a 
leader,” he said. 

“Of course, my sons used to 
visit Ho Vann’s wife, but you 
have to know that your wife 
and children are in Phnom 
Penh. You are a ringleader of 
treason. So, why wouldn’t I 
deal with traitors inside [the 
country] if they received the 
orders from the ringleader? So 
the authorities or the courts 
can deal with the matter legal-
ly. The [mastermind] escaped 
and ordered his thieves to 
carry out activities. Then the 
thieves would be imprisoned. 
Don’t push them into prison. 
You must remember,” he said.

The prime minister played 
the recorded voice of Vann 
who ordered protests and 
said Vann gave an additional 
$200 to protesters. However, 
the prime minister said he 
hoped Vann’s wife will not act 
as an agent to share money to 
the “rebels” in the country.

The prime minister also men-
tioned another opposition fig-
ure whom he did not identify.

“Another [ringleader] whose 
wife is a money changer at a 
market must also be careful. 
Your wife and children are 
still in Phnom Penh.

“Having said that, don’t say 
we are taking them hostage or 
threatening [his] family. No, 
your wife and children are 
fine here,” he said.    

The prime minister said he 
regarded the allegation about 
a Chinese military presence 
as a step toward toppling the 
government.

He made it clear that only 
Chinese citizens and inves-
tors are present in Cambodia 
like in other countries. 

Yang Saing Koma, chair-
man of the board of directors 
of the Grassroots Democratic 
Party (GDP), said he did know 
whether the accusation was 
true. The accusation, he said, 
can mislead the public and 
cause internal disputes. 

Saing Koma said while he 
agreed with Hun Sen and 
wants accusers to show proof, 
he disagreed with the arrest 
of protesters. He said the gov-
ernment should only arrest 
the ringleader. 

“It demands education for 
them [protesters] not to be mis-
led. If the government says it’s 
not true, that there is no Chi-
nese military presence in Cam-
bodia, it must explain to them 
that this matter is not true.  

“The government doesn’t 
need to arrest them because 
they keep hearing the accusa-
tion from others. It is a prob-
lem,” he said.

Kong Korm, a former CNRP 
senior adviser who is now the 
honourary president of the 
Khmer Will Party, compared 
the accusation to a Cambodi-
an proverb about a man who 
accuses a dog of being crazy 
so he can beat the dog. 

He said foreigners had ac-
cused Cambodia of having a 
Chinese military base when in 
reality it does not. He called it 
speculation for the future that 
had no real basis and is meant 
to scare and intimidate.

Korm said the US has a ten-
dency to believe opposition 
politicians who have been 
vocal in their accusations 
against Cambodia. However, 
he said only the Cambodian 

people determine the truth. 
He said Cambodia must ad-

here to the spirit of the Consti-
tution and not allow any foreign 
military bases on its territory.

“There are people who can 
see but pretend to be blind, 
people who can hear but pre-
tend to be deaf and who think 
only of their interests. They 
need to stop making foolish 
accusations and stop thinking 
only of their own interests. 

“They need to think of the 
nation and the general pub-
lic before making the accu-
sations of a Chinese military 
presence. Please do not use 
this issue to destroy the peace 
of the people,” Korm said.

Former CNRP lawmaker 
Mao Monyvann agreed that 
Cambodia is a neutral country 
and abides by its Constitution.

Political analyst Lao Mong 
Hay said he could not con-
clude whether there is a mili-
tary base or if the Chinese 
military is present or not. 

However, he said Cambodia 
is being “sucked” in China’s 
and America’s geopolitics. He 
said it would be better if Cam-
bodia would call the co-chairs 
of the Paris Peace Accords to 
set up a neutral committee of 
Cambodia. 

Such a committee, he said, 
should be tasked with exam-
ining the implementation of 

the terms and conditions of 
the agreements on neutrality 
focusing mainly on the ban 
on foreign military bases and 
personnel in Cambodia. 

“It would be effective in 
helping to extricate the coun-
try from the very quagmire 
it was sucked into in the late 
1960s,” he said.

Professor Diep Sophal said 
the accusation of a Chinese 
military presence in Cambo-
dia can be compared to the 
accusation of Viet Cong in 
Cambodia in 1970 to attack 
King Father Norodom Siha-
nouk. He said the two have 
the same goal, which is to 
topple the government. The 
difference, he said, is the Viet 
Cong did have a presence in 
Cambodia while the Chinese 
military does not. 

“The US makes accusations 
and we show them that it is 
not like that, but they still do 
it,” he said. 

He raised an example of the 
US accusing Iraq of possessing 
weapons of mass destruction, 
which could not be found. 

“Can Cambodia be like that? 
It depends on the US, and it 
depends on Khmer willing-
ness. If there is no case like 
that and they still say it, what 
is their purpose? Do they want 
to destroy Khmer like they did 
Iraq or what?” he asked.

‘It’s a step to topple the government’IPC marks over 
100,000 Covid 
tests since Jan

Prime Minister Hun Sen during the groundbreaking ceremony in southeastern Phnom Penh. spm

The IPC has performed more than 100,000 Covid-19 tests as of October 
26 and found 287 positive cases. hong menea
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Soth Koemsoeun 

KRATIE provincial deputy governor 
Kong Kimny is urging officials to 
identify brokers who have allegedly 
mobilised locals to encroach on 
land belonging to the CHPB Devel-
opment Co Ltd in Sambor district’s 
Kampong Cham commune.

The call came after the com-
pany sought intervention. 

Kimny told The Post on October 25 
that some state land has also been 
grabbed for private ownership. 

He said the brokers had told 
people the government would 
allocate land to those who came 
to live on it, prompting them to 
build sheds and cottages on the 
land to mark their territory. He 
said they had also planted banana, 
coconut and mango trees and 
other crops on the land.

“I don’t remember the number 
of [people] who have encroached 
on the land. But I urge them to 
respect the law. If they lack land 
they should apply for [social] 
land concessions in person. We 
will consider granting land to 
them as we have done before. We 
have allocated land to several 
poor families already,” he said.

Kampong Cham commune 
chief Chhit Norn said on October 
25 he had already received instruc-
tions from the higher-ups to 
inform people about the law. He 
said some of them are migrants 
who believed the broker.

“The ringleaders incited the 
people secretly and galvanised 

them to grab the company’s land. 
Later, they asked local officials to 
recognise land occupation rights 
for them,” he said.

He added the people behind this 
are not poor and do not lack land. 

“They grab state land to sell,” 
he said.

Norn said the company has 
12,190ha for growing rubber. A large 
chunk of the land is being cleared. 

The company’s representative, 
Chea Chamroeun, said on Octo-
ber 25 the authorities inspected 
the site after the firm requested 
relevant authorities to put an end 
to the encroachment.

He said police had intervened 
and urged local officials to spread 
the word that people are prohib-
ited from clearing the land.  

“We don’t use tough measures 
against them. We just prohibit 
them or inform them. We don’t 
use violence, but they wouldn’t 
listen to us. So we asked authori-
ties to intervene in the case 
because a large chunk of the 
company’s land was grabbed for 
private ownership,” he said. 

Provincial coordinator for rights 
group Adhoc Thim Horn said on 
October 25 he had yet to study the 
case in depth. He urged the author-
ities to do so before taking action.

“I think that before introducing 
measures to stop them, authorities 
should study the cause of the case 
clearly to see if people are offenders 
who grab the company’s land or 
the firm is the offender who clears 
the people’s land,” he said.

Long Kimmarita

PRIME Minister Hun Sen has announced 
a temporary opening of the 488m 
underpass at the Chaom Chao rounda-
bout in Phnom Penh’s Por Sen Chey 
district, which was recently completed 
to connect traffic from National Road 4 
to Russian Federation Blvd.

The move is to reduce traffic jams in 
one of the capital’s most congested 
areas and comes at the request of 
Phnom Penh municipal governor 
Khuong Sreng.

The prime minister made the 
announcement on October 26 at a 
groundbreaking ceremony for the con-
struction of a cable-stayed concrete 
bridge across the Bassac river linking 
Koh Pich to the Koh Norea peninsula 
and from the peninsula to National 
Road 1 in Chbar Ampov district’s Niroth 
commune.

Sreng said because a flyover at the 
roundabout was still under construc-
tion, a temporary opening of the under-
pass was needed to ease congestions. 
He called on people living in the area to 
cooperate and show understanding and 
tolerance in regards to the impact 
caused by construction. 

The Chaom Chao flyover and subway 
is a government project overseen by the 
municipal administration and contract-
ed out to the Overseas Cambodian 
Investment Corp Ltd (OCIC), with a 
construction period of 30 months and 
a cost of $22 million. The construction 
started on June 29, 2018.

According to the technical specifica-
tions of the municipal Department of 
Public Works and Transport, the con-
struction is divided into three parts. The 
main four-lane flyover links traffic from 

Russian Federation Blvd to National 
Road 3 with a length of 408m and a 
width of 15.8m.

The second overpass breaks left from 
the main overpass and connects traffic 
from Russian Federation Blvd to Veng 
Sreng street for one-way traffic. The 
flyover has one lane for cars and one for 
motorcycles with a total length of 202m 
and a width of 5.25m.

The third flyover is a left-turn curve 
linking traffic from Veng Sreng street to 
National Road 3 with a total length of 
206m. It also has one lane for cars and 
one for motorbikes.

According to the public works depart-
ment, the temporarily opened under-

pass has a total length of nearly 500m 
and a width of 8.5m for one-way traffic 
– two lanes for cars and one lane for 
motorcycles. It connects National Road 
4 to Russian Federation Blvd.

Kong Sovann, a specialist adviser at 
the Ministry of Rural Development, told 
The Post on Sunday that a temporary 
opening of any parts of the road that are 
still under construction is based on the 
actual traffic situation. 

In the case of the Chaom Chao under-
pass, he said technical staff must have 
been prepared to ensure the safety of 
drivers and passengers.

Sovann said he expects the underpass to 
have adequate lighting and cameras.

UN peacekeeping 
force shuttles off 
to South Sudan

Cambodian Un peacekeepers 
departed on Sunday for humani-
tarian missions in South Sudan.

The 73 soldiers will join other peace-
keeping forces under the Un umbrella, 
according to Kosal malinda, spokeswoman 
for the national Centre for Peacekeeping 
Forces, mines and Explosive Remnants of 
War Clearance (nPmEC-ERW).

malinda told The Post that the peace-
keepers, 28 of whom are women, are taking 
over for another Cambodian unit that com-
pleted its mission and is returning home.

“They will be subject to the same 
measures as previous troops returning 
from mali. They will immediately be tested 
for Covid-19 as soon as they arrive at 
Phnom Penh international airport by the 
ministry of Health. They will then be sent 
for 14 days quarantine at the institute for 
Peacekeeping Forces, mines and Explosive 
Remnants of War Clearance in [Kampong 
Speu province’s] oudong district,” she said.

malinda said the troops will be allowed 
to return home after 14 days if their last 
Covid-19 test is negative.

as the new forces departed Phnom Penh 
international airport on october 25, Sem 
Sovanny, director-general of the institute, 
said although the world is facing a crisis, 
Cambodia has not hesitated to send its forc-
es to join the Un peacekeeping missions.

 Sovanny reminded the soldiers conduct-
ing humanitarian missions abroad to take 
care of their health and follow the advices 
of the health ministry, Prime minister Hun 
Sen, the ministry of national defence, and 
Un officials in the mission area.

Cambodia has sent more than 7,100 
troops on Un missions since 2006 and is 
the second-largest aSEan contributor to 
peacekeeping efforts. The country cur-
rently has troops operating in Lebanon, 
South Sudan, mali and the Central 
african Republic. MoM Kunthear
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Rice en route to flood victims
Voun Dara

M
INISTER of Agricul-
ture, Forestry and 
Fisheries Veng Sakhon 
will launch a rehabili-

tation campaign to assist people 
affected by floods in Battambang, 
Pursat and Banteay Meanchey 
provinces from October 29 until 
the first week of November. 

The campaign will provide flood vic-
tims with early-maturing rice seeds, 
other crops and supplies to help them 
recoup losses they’ve incurred.

In a Facebook post, Sakhon said 
that according to an assessment of 
the damage to rice crops caused by 
floods, a number of sites may be 
able to start planting rice soon.

“The agriculture ministry will co-
operate with the three provincial ag-
riculture departments, together with 
sub-national authorities, to launch a 
preliminary rehabilitation campaign 
on rice cultivation,” he said.

He added that the rice cultivation 
campaign will start in Battambang 
on October 29 in Prey Klot village, 
in Rukhak Kiri district’s Prey Tralach 
commune. In Pursat, it will begin 
on October 30 in Boh Raing village, 
in Bakan district’s O’Taporng com-
mune. In Banteay Meanchey, the 
campaign will start in the first week 
of November in Mongkol Borei dis-
trict’s Rahat Teuk commune.

“We will set up at least five tractors, 
five bulldozers and three to four ma-
chines for flatting soil at each des-
ignated location in each province. 
That’s in addition to the provision of 
early-maturing rice seeds, and food 
for each affected family,” he said. 

The ministry’s General Director-
ate of Agriculture director-general 
Ngin Chhay could not be reached 

for comment. 
However, Banteay Meanchey pro-

vincial agriculture department direc-
tor Pang Vannaseth said that as of Oc-
tober 25, more than 60,000ha of rice 
crops were affected by the floods in 
the province. More than 10,000ha of 
cash crops, including cassava, were 
also affected while more than 200ha 
of vegetable crops were damaged. 

“We are evaluating damaged loca-
tions in Mongkol Borei district and 
Sisophon town. The agriculture min-
ister implemented measures to limit 
the effects of the floods. The first stage 
is [helping] those who have been badly 
affected first by the droughts and now 

the floods. They are in Rahat Teuk, 
Mongkol Borei’,” he said.

Prime Minister Hun Sen said dur-
ing a visit to Banteay Meanchey on 
October 24 that the government had 
already prepared 2,000 tonnes of rice 
seeds of a non-seasonal variety to 
give to people affected by the floods. 
Each family who suffered flood-re-
lated damages will receive 100kg. 

“For people who do not plant rice 
but still plant crops, the government 
will give six types of crops to plant 
when the water recedes. 

“There is also agricultural machin-
ery to assist farmers. Relevant min-
istries have to evaluate the damage 

caused by floods. We will only tackle 
issues for those who have been af-
fected,” he said. 

Coalition of Cambodian Farmer 
Community (CCFC) president Theng 
Saroeun said on October 25 that the 
government’s primary objective for 
the campaign is restoring rice crops, 
but it should focus on other areas of 
rehabilitation as well.

“Relevant ministries and institu-
tions also have to be responsible for 
other parts to help restore and sup-
port people who have been affected 
after the flood recedes. They may 
also call for donors to help and re-
store people’s finances,” he said.

Flood victims will be provided with early-maturing rice seeds and supplies to help them recoup losses. Veng Sakhon Facebook page

PP underpass opens to ease trafficOfficials hunt brokers 
inciting Kratie landgrab

The underpass was opened temporarily to ease traffic congestion. heng chiVoan
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Cambodian Public Bank kicks off donation drive
Support for the Post Flood Relief Campaign by Cambodian Public Bank 
began recently with the placement of a donation box at its headquarters 
for contributions from staff and the public. Head of Indochina operations 
Phan Ying Tong (third right) and senior management team were present 
to mark the special occasion.

Mom Kunthear

Happy Family, a children’s 
animated television series fo-
cused on changing social atti-
tudes and providing accurate 
information about covid-19, 
won two awards at the Asian 
Academy creative Awards 
2020 competition last week. 

A joint press release issued 
by the Ministry of educa-
tion, Youth and Sport, the US 
Agency for International De-
velopment (USAID), the NGo 
Save the children, UNIceF 
and USAID’s breakthrough-
ActIoN project said on octo-
ber 26 that Happy Family won 
awards for best Preschool 
Programme and best Animat-
ed Programme in the national 
round of the competition.

Fiona McKay, the ceo of 
the Asian Academy creative 
Awards, said: “I would like 
to congratulate you on win-
ning the national round of the 
competition.”

the series was developed 
to share covid-19 prevention 
messages with young chil-
dren and their caregivers. 

the press release said: “the 
series provides children and 
caretakers with skills to protect 
themselves from the covid-19 
virus, stop it from spreading, 
and cope with the pandemic’s 
aftermath”.

Submissions from several 
Asian countries were reviewed 
by more than 300 judges.

“the ‘edutainment’ series 

has a target audience of 5- to 
10-year-olds, and revolves 
around a colourful family of 
rabbits,” the press release said. 

“the storyline and messaging 
spans handwashing, social dis-
tancing, learning from home, 
mental and physical wellbeing, 
and stigma and discrimination. 
each episode is unique and de-
signed to be appealing to par-
ents and other caregivers who 
will also learn, alongside their 
children, how to apply preven-
tion techniques for covid-19.”

Say Sokpheap, the commu-
nications manager for Save 
the children, told The Post on 
october 26 that her organisa-
tion is excited that their video 
won the two awards. 

She said the popular video 
increases the chance that 
children will learn the lessons 
presented and put their new 
skills into practice.

the competition’s final 
awards show, which will crown 
international winners, will be 
presented in December. Win-
ners will receive a “Goddess of 
creativity” trophy crafted by 
the designers of the emmys 
and Golden Globes awards.

“the final result will be an-
nounced in early December 
and we hope we could win 
the award,” Sokpheap said.

Happy Family first aired on 
television and the Facebook 
pages of the education min-
istry, Save the children and 
UNIceF on May and will run 
until the end of this month.

Virus prevention kids’ 
show wins two awardsWcS report studies ‘key species’

Voun Dara

the Wildlife conservation So-
ciety (WcS) released a report 
analysing the populations of 
13 key species living in Mon-
dulkiri province’s Keo Seima 
Wilflife Sanctuary over the past 
10 years.

the report said black-
shanked doucs, yellow-
cheeked gibbons, long-tailed 
macaques and wild pigs had 
stable populations. Pig-tailed 
macaques and green peafowls 
increased their populations 
during the 10-year timeframe.

Species in decline were 
Germain’s silver langurs, 
stump-tailed macaques, 
Northern red muntjacs, ban-
teng, gaur, eld’s deer and 
sambar.  

the WcS could not estimate 
populations for eld’s deer or 
sambar because their popu-
lations are too low. 

the report said: “through 
general observation, [we ob-
served that] wild animals who 
like to find food on the trees 
have stable or increasing 
[populations], while animals 
who find food on land are de-
creasing [in population]. It is 
caused by things like illegal 
hunting using traps or dogs.”   

the WcS noted in the re-
port that the threat to natural 
resources and biodiversity 
in cambodia is high despite 
protection efforts. 

olly Griffin, a data analyst 
and operations technical ad-

viser at the WcS, said in a 
press release: “these results 
highlight the substantial posi-
tive impact conservation ac-
tivities have had on the glob-
ally important biodiversity of 
Keo Seima Wildlife Sanctuary, 
such as maintaining a large, 
stable population of a criti-
cally endangered primate, and 
an increasing population of 
endangered green peafowl.” 

the report looked at wild-
life data in relation to the ef-
forts made by the Keo Seima 
reDD+ conservation project. 
the population trends pre-
dicted 10 years ago for the 
sanctuary mostly held true. 
the two exceptions were the 
Germain’s silver langur and 
the stump-tailed macaque 
that were expected to main-
tain stable populations but in-
stead experienced a decline. 

If the conservation project 
were to stop its operations, all 
13 key species in the sanctu-

ary are expected to decline in 
population, the report said. 
With the project in place, six 
of the 13 key species are ex-
pected to remain stable while 
four are expected to experi-
ence a slower rate of decline.

Ministry of environment 
spokesman and secretary of 
state Neth Pheaktra said the 
protected area is important for 
conserving wild animals and 
biodiversities. Specifically, he 
said, it provided homes to Asian 
elephants, yellow-cheeked gib-
bons, black-shanked doucs, 
many types of birds and 75 
other types of animals and 
plants listed on the Interna-
tional Union for conservation 
of Nature’s (IUcN) red list. 

“today, the environment 
ministry and the WcS would 
like to announce that concern 
regarding the extinction of 
animals has dropped because 
black-shanked douc, yellow-
cheeked crested gibbon, long-

tailed macaque and wild pig 
populations are stable. other 
animals like the Northern pig-
tailed macaque and the green 
peafowl are increasing,” he 
said. 

Sot Vandoeun, the WcS wild-
life monitoring team coordi-
nator, said: “the Keo Seima 
Wildlife Sanctuary biodiver-
sity monitoring team is proud 
of their work over 10 years in 
collecting this high-quality 
data, with the teams walking 
a combined total of 9,460km 
during these surveys.”

“With both indigenous 
bunong and Khmer team mem-
bers, we all work hard to protect 
cambodia’s precious wildlife, 
and call on other cambodians to 
do the same,” Vandoeun said.  

Pheaktra said cambodia has 
rich biodiversity and is home to 
endangered and rare animals. 

In a report released in 2010, 
the environment ministry said 
cambodia was home to 123 spe-
cies of mammals, 545 species 
of birds, 88 species of reptiles, 
2,308 species of vascular plants, 
874 species of fish, 24 species 
of hard corals, 14 species of soft 
corals, 10 species of seagrass and 
63 species of amphibians.

Pheaktra said some species 
of plants and animals had not 
yet been identified. However, 
39 species of mammals, 36 
species of birds, 13 species of 
reptiles, 38 species of plants 
and 12 species of amphibians 
in cambodia were put on the 
IUcN’s red list.

The report studied populations of 13 ‘key species’. environment ministry
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tHe forerunners of chinese 
new energy vehicle (NeV) start-
ups are estimated by insiders 
to dash into a full competition 
stage, as they have each rolled 
off or delivered their 10,000th 
model, which is regarded as a 
market confidence threshold.

chinese NeV maker Xpeng 
rolled its 10,000th P7 model 
off the production line on oc-
tober 20. It took less than 160 
days from the launch of the 
first P7 in May.

“the rolling off of the 
10,000th P7 not only dem-
onstrates our self-built intel-
ligent factory in Zhaoqing [in 
Guangdong province] has met 
the requirements of efficient 
production, but also shows 
that our flagship product the 
P7 has been well received by 
our customers,” said Xpeng 
founder He Xiaopeng, as re-
ported by auto portal Gasgoo.

Li Auto, also known as cHJ 
Automotive, announced on 
october 18 that it had delivered 
more than 20,000 Leading Ideal 
one models to customers.

From December last year, it 
took the NeV start-up 10 months 
to deliver 20,000 vehicles.

china’s leading NeV maker, 
Nio, achieved a delivery of 
10,000 units earlier than both 
the two rival automakers.

Statistics show that by the 
end of 2018, Nio delivered 
11,348 units of its eS8 sport 
utility vehicle.

china’s top-tier NeV makers 
also achieved delivery growth 
last month.

Nio delivered 4,708 cars last 
month, up 133.2 per cent year-
on-year, which is also a record 
high for the automaker in 
terms of monthly deliveries.

In the first three quarters this 
year, Nio delivered 26,375 cars, 
an increase of 113.7 per cent 
from the same period last year.

Xpeng delivered 3,478 vehicles 
last year, up 145 per cent year-
on-year, marking a record high 
of its monthly deliveries in 2019.

Li Auto delivered 3,504 of 
its Leading Ideal one cars 

last month, up 29.3 per cent 
month-on-month.

According to industry ex-
perts, Nio, Xpeng and Li 
Auto, which have crossed the 
threshold of 10,000 delivered 
vehicles, will compete in fields 
including services, marketing 
channels and technologies.

As a follow-up move after 
getting a seven billion yuan 
($1.04 billion) investment 
from the Hefei government 
in April, Nio opened its china 
headquarters in the capital 
city of east china’s Anhui 
province on october 9.

the NeV maker is ramping up 
its efforts to promote not only 
its core businesses – includ-
ing research and development, 
supply chain and sales and ser-
vices – but infrastructure devel-
opment such as charging piles 
and power charging facilities.

by the end of August, the 
number of Nio’s charging piles 
in china had reached 1,326.

Li Auto is accelerating its de-
velopment of technology and 
marketing channels.

the start-up reached a co-
operation agreement with 
Nvidia, a world leader in com-
puter technology, and the au-
tomobile electronics supplier 
Desay SV last month.

based on the tripartite stra-
tegic cooperation, Li Auto will 
independently conduct auto-
matic driving programming 
and algorithmic logic setting, 
in an attempt to become the 
first NeV maker in china to 
fully develop a Level 4 autono-
mous driving system.

At the end of last month, 
Xpeng started the construc-
tion of an intelligent auto-
mobile plant in Guangzhou, 
Guangdong province.

the intelligent plant is expect-
ed to be completed and put into 
operation by the end of 2022.

the plant will be used for 
Xpeng’s research and develop-
ment of new models, vehicle 
production, sales and smart 
mobility testing. CHINA DAILY/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

china NeV start-ups 
set to do battle as each 
passes production goal

Kingdom works to list priority 
products to capitalise on FtAs
May Kunmakara

c
AMboDIA is work-
ing to identify po-
tential and priority 
products to capital-

ise on preferential treatments 
under free trade agreements 
(FtAs) and boost exports.

Ministry of commerce 
secretary of state Seang thay 
on Friday led a fourth meet-
ing among relevant depart-
ments under the ministry to 
discuss promoting produc-
tion and shoring up bilateral 
trade in the region.

He said that following the 
third such meeting, the min-
istry set up secretariat working 
groups on research and devel-
opment, priority product iden-
tification, and report prepara-
tion to speed up the work.

“the goal of the fourth meet-
ing was to review and finalise 
the list of potential cambo-
dian products and prepare 
the export growth plan under 
the [various relevant] regional 
and bilateral frameworks.

“[the plan] will emphasise 
on reaping the profits from 
existing bilateral and mul-
tilateral FtAs, promoting 
local products and lifting ex-
ports,” thay said.

However, he told The Post on 
Monday that the ministry still 
needs more time to identify 
the products around which the 
export and production growth 
policy will be designed.

cambodia chamber of 
commerce vice-president 
Lim Heng said the initia-
tive is in response to a global 
campaign to boost agricul-
tural productivity, which has 
topped agendas worldwide 
amid covid-19.

“During covid-19, agricul-
tural production has caught 
the attention of the world. 

Given that we are an agricul-
tural-based country, a govern-
ment list of priority products 
to boost production and ex-
port will do a world of good.

“once we’ve determined 
what the priority products 
should be, we’ll be able to for-
mulate an exact road map and 
proper policy so as to not only 
boost production for export, 
but also reel in more invest-
ment in food processing con-
sidering that we now export 
mainly raw materials,” he said.

cambodia exported more 
than three million tonnes 
of agricultural products to 
international markets as of 
mid-September, the Ministry 
of Agriculture, Forestry and 
Fisheries reported.

Its data show that by Sep-
tember 11, cambodia had 
exported a large number of 
finished agricultural prod-
ucts, including milled rice, 
cassava, pepper, rubber, fresh 
mangoes, cashew nuts, ba-
nanas, corn, soybeans, veg-
etables and tobacco.

Milled-rice exports amount-
ed to 463,805 tonnes, fresh cas-
sava, dried cassava chips and 
tapioca starch reached more 
than 1.7 tonnes, cashew nuts 
(202,207 tonnes), fresh yellow 
bananas (213,486 tonnes), fresh 
mangoes and its dehydrated 
products (56,590 tonnes), pep-
per (3,959 tonnes), palm oil 
(41,970 tonnes), tobacco (5,376 
tonnes) and soybeans (3,876 
tonnes).

the Kingdom shipped 
193,660 tonnes of corn, veg-
etables (84 tonnes), sweet 
potatoes (2,865 tonnes), 
fresh and dried chilli pep-
pers (52,621 tonnes), pome-
los (15,150 tonnes) and other 
products (55,420 tonnes).

cambodia’s agricultural 
products are exported to 
thailand, Vietnam, china, 
Japan, South Korea, Singa-
pore, the Philippines, Ma-
laysia, Indonesia, India, Sri 
Lanka, Australia, Pakistan, 
russia, France, belgium, 
Italy, the czech republic, 
croatia, Switzerland, the 
Netherlands, Germany, the 
US, britain, belarus, New 
Zealand, Sweden and Hun-
gary, the ministry said.

Cambodia exported more than three million tonnes of agricultural products as of mid-September. HONG MENEA

Chinese new energy vehicle (NEV) start-up Nio shows its ec6 model at 
the 2020 Beijing auto show. CHINA DAILY

cSX launches initiative to guide SMes
May Kunmakara

cAMboDIA Securities exchange (cSX) 
has launched a new initiative called “35 
Minutes on business”, a series of online 
events that will serve as a new commu-
nity platform for local small and medi-
um-sized enterprises (SMes).

the platform will enable SMes to present 
their products, services and projects, share 
experiences and business strategies in the 
current technological edge, and learn more 
about raising funds on the capital market.

cSX ceo Hong Sok Hour told The Post 
on Monday that the new platform will 
provide local SMes a chance to share 
their businesses not only with the public 
but also with investors.

“It will also serve as a bridge to inves-
tors who may take an interest in the 
companies, allowing them to enter a 

joint-investment with them,” he said.
the once-a-month online events will 

invite business owners to talk about 
their businesses and enlighten them on 
how they can use the stock market to 
fund their expansions, he said.

“What has most [SMes] concerned is their 
notion that they are too small to list on the 
exchange – they shouldn’t think that.

“If they believe they are qualified and 
want to list on either the Growth board 
or Main board, they can raise the funds 
either way,” Sok Hour said.

the cSX has struggled to attract a single 
SMe since the launch of its Growth board 
in late 2015. According to Secc regulations, 
companies are required to have a minimum 
of $500,000 in operating capital to list, com-
pared to $7.5 million on the main board.

companies that list on the platform are 
also required to release one year of audit-

ed financial results, compared to the two 
years required for bigger companies.

Additionally, the results must show a 
positive net profit or positive operating 
cash flow with gross profit margin of at 
least 10 per cent.

Securities and exchange commission 
of cambodia vice-president Sok Dara 
told The Post recently that two SMes 
were on track to list on the cSX’s Growth 
board by the end of this year.

there are currently 13 listed firms in the 
Kingdom – seven stock-listed and six cor-
porate bond-listed. the 13 companies 
have raised a combined $253 million and 
the stock index increased more than 57 per 
cent last year over 2018, cSX data show.

In the first nine months of this year, two 
companies listed stocks and three listed 
bonds. the five firms have raised a com-
bined $92 million, the data show.



Thou Vireak

T
HE Ministry of Econ-
omy and Finance’s 
General Department 
of Customs and Ex-

cise of Cambodia (GDCE) has 
postponed the payment of 
customs broker licence fees 
for 2019-2020 as the Kingdom’s 
logistics sector reels from the 
sweeping effects of the ongo-
ing Covid-19 epidemic.

A letter signed by GDCE 
director-general Kun Nhem 
on August 13 and obtained 
by The Post on Monday noted 
that the decision was based on 
a request from the Cambodia 
Logistics Association (CLA).

“The [GDCE] would like to 
inform companies and indi-
viduals in the business of ar-
ranging for the customs clear-
ance of goods that, given the 
status of the Covid-19 epidem-
ic, the [ministry] has decided to 
waive payment of the annual 
customs broker licence fee.

“However, all agencies will be 
required to pay for the 2021 cus-
toms broker licence fee before 
the end of 2020,” the letter said.

Sin Chanthy, the president 
of CLA, which boasts a mem-
bership of 120 companies, 
told The Post on Monday that 
he submitted the proposal to 
the ministry on June 30.

He noted that licensed cus-
toms brokers must normally 
pay an annual licence fee of 
two million riel ($490).

“We are very happy and 
thankful to the [ministry], as 
well as the [GDCE], for deciding 
to waive the customs licence 
fee as we [the logistics sector] 
continue to face a shortfall [in 
revenue] prompted largely by 
Covid-19,” Chanthy said.

According to Chanthy, the 

Ministry of Commerce has is-
sued nearly 500 customs bro-
ker licences.

The GDCE’s revenue collec-
tion plummeted 16.2 per cent 
to $1.272 billion in the first 
half of this year from $1.517 
billion compared to the cor-
responding period last year.

According to Nhem, the 
global health crisis has pre-
cipitated a global demand 
and supply shock which has 
muted import-export activ-
ity in the Kingdom, leading to 
the lacklustre figures.

He said vehicle tax revenue 
sank 31.7 per cent and tax col-
lected on construction materi-
als shrunk 28.2 per cent. Mean-
while, tax revenue on petrol 
import gained 5.5 per cent and 
tax collected on other products 
climbed 3.1 per cent.

“By and large a key source 
of the department’s revenue 
collection, vehicle imports 
experienced a considerable 
downswing, more notably in 
the second quarter of 2020,” 
Nhem said.

He said the value of the King-

dom’s imports and exports 
dipped 9.4 and 7.5 per cent, re-
spectively. Garments saw a 7.5 
per cent slip in export value, 
but agricultural products saw a 
14.5 per cent rise, with paddy, 
milled rice and natural rubber 
increasing the most.

Last year, Cambodia collected 
some $6 billion in revenue, up 
more than $1.485 billion from 
the government’s $4.56 billion 
target. Of that, the department 
took in $2.26 billion while the 
General Department of Taxa-
tion netted $2.3 billion.

Business
7THE PHNOM PENH POST  OCTOBEr  27, 2020  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

Continued from page 1

The first bridge linking Koh 
Pich to Koh Norea will be 824m 
long and 24.5m wide and feature 
two 60m high cable-stayed pil-
lars. It is expected to cost $38 mil-
lion and take 35 months to com-
plete, with investment by OCIC 
and Chinese firm Cana Sino 
Construction Corp (CSCC).

The second bridge linking 
Koh Norea to National road 1 
will be cable-stayed, measur-
ing 60m long and 21m wide.

Expected to cost $1.6 million 
and take some 12 months to 
complete, he said the bridge is 
designed by Cambodian engi-
neers and will be 100 per cent 
built by a local company, 
Kheav Se said.

He pointed out that both 
bridges will have three lanes in 
each direction and two pedes-
trian lanes on either side.

Since January, he said, OCIC 
has been building concrete 
foundations and filling the river 
bank with stone and sand in 
preparation for the main infra-
structure, bringing the satellite 
city to 27 per cent completion.

“The infrastructure project 
currently employs 700 people, 
and the figure could poten-
tially rise to 7,000 at the peak 
of construction activity.

“An additional 10,000 job 
opportunities will be on the 
horizon once the Koh Norea 
development area is complet-
ed,” Kheav Se said.

He said infrastructure devel-
opment for the satellite city is 
estimated to contribute about 
$225 million per annum to 
Cambodia’s gross domestic 
product (GDP) in its first three 
years, equivalent to nearly 0.9 
per cent of the current GDP.

Speaking at the ceremony, 
Phnom Penh municipal gov-

ernor Khuong Sreng said the 
two new bridges will greatly 
cut down on traffic congestion 
at the Monivong bridge and 
Kbal Thnal flyover.

He said they would facilitate 
people’s movement, help trim 
shipping costs and provide a 
greater competitive edge to 
the service sector.

“I would like to congratulate 
[OCIC] on the amazing strides 
they have made and on its deci-
sion to invest heavily in large 
projects in Phnom Penh and work 
closely with the Phnom Penh 
Municipal Hall in the rehabilita-
tion, construction and develop-
ment of physical infrastructure in 
the capital,” Sreng said.

He noted that Chbar Ampov 
was Phnom Penh’s 12th dis-
trict and that it was partitioned 
from Meanchey district (now 
its western neighbour) in 2013 
by the government.

Development in the district 
has garnered huge momen-
tum and its geographical area 
has reeled in many large 
investment projects, he said.

These include, inter alia, high-
rises, commercial centres, borey 
residential projects, shopping 
malls, restaurants and satellite 
cities representing capital 
investment of millions of dollars 
in just a few years, he added.

“This is not only a testament 
of the good cooperation in 
public-private partnerships, 
but also a reflection of the 
new-found success of the gov-
ernment’s policy implementa-
tion which strives to attract 
local and foreign investors.

“Of note, providing confi-
dence to investors and busi-
nesspeople aims to contribute 
to national economic growth 
and shifting Phnom Penh’s 
development towards more 
civilised standards,” he said.

Project said to create 
jobs, trim congestion, 
give boost to logistics

Customs broker licence fees 
waived till 2021, says GDCE

BrITAIN and the EU are still 
a long way from a post-Brexit 
trade deal, several European 
sources told AFP on Sunday, 
as both sides prepared to re-
sume talks this week.

“The negotiations are pro-
gressing, but we are still a 
long way off,” said one senior 
European official.

Talks are to continue in Lon-
don until Wednesday, then in 
Brussels from Thursday, said 
another source.

But time is fast running out.
France’s Minister of Euro-

pean Affairs Clement Beaune 
last week said the EU wanted 
to wrap up the discussions by 
October 31 to leave enough 
time for parliamentary rati-
fication across the bloc’s 27 
member states.

“We’ll give it a few days 
more [into November] to give 
a chance for the negotiations, 
but we need to know fairly 
quickly,” he told the BFM Busi-
ness network on Thursday.

Talks resumed last week after 
Britain’s Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson walked back from the 
mid-October deadline he tried 

to impose to get the deal done.
But neither side has budged 

on the issues that still divide 
them, such as “level playing 
field” provisions to ensure 
Britain does not try to retreat 
from the EU’s environmen-
tal or labour standards, state 
subsidies and how to arbi-
trate future differences.

They also need to resolve the 
question of access to British 
fishing waters by EU vessels.

Brussels is prepared to offer 
London a zero-tariffs, zero-
quotas deal for access to the 
EU market, better than the 
deal offered Canada – but only 
if Britain is prepared to accept 
EU standards and regulations.

British minister Brandon 
Lewis remained upbeat in com-
ments to Sky News on Sunday.

He said: “I hope and I think 
there are good chances we 
can get a deal.

“But the EU needs to un-
derstand it’s them to move as 
well so that we get a deal that 
works for the UK, a proper 
FTA [free trade agreement] 
that recognises us the UK a 
sovereign nation.” AFP

‘Brexit negotiations 
no closer to a deal’

LOLC expands int’l footprint with Zambia debut
SrI Lanka’s LOLC Group began 
its operations in Zambia recent-
ly with the official launch of its 
inaugural branch in Lusaka.

The company, which will 
operate as LOLC Finance Zam-
bia Ltd, is a deposit-taking, non-
banking financial institution 
and will provide finance prod-
ucts such as home loans, motor 
vehicle finance, business loans, 
and consumer loans, among 
other products, thus helping to 
narrow the access to financial 
services gap in Zambia.

The branch at Lusaka Cairo 
road was ceremonially opened 
by Freda Tamba, Director, 
Non-Bank Supervision, Bank 
of Zambia. Plans are also 
underway to open branches in 
the Copperbelt region and 
northwestern provinces of 
Zambia in the near future.

LOLC Zambia is LOLC’s ninth 
overseas finance operation. 
LOLC has already launched 
operations in Cambodia, 
Myanmar, Indonesia, Pakistan, 
Philippines and Nigeria.

LOLC reigns as Sri Lanka’s 
most profitable listed entity for 
two consecutive years, emerg-
ing as a “Sri Lankan global play-
er” in a short span of time.

With its financial strength 

and the perfected microfi-
nance business model in the 
region, the Group is well-posi-
tioned to expand its opera-
tions beyond Asia, serving a 
large Bottom of the Pyramid 
population.

LOLC, which is looking at 
establishing its breakthrough 
impact finance lending model 
across Africa, replicating its suc-
cess in Asia, made its debut to 
Africa last year by acquiring a 
microfinance bank in Nigeria 

and by starting LOLC Finance 
Zambia as a green field project.

Today, with promising stra-
tegic investments, LOLC looks 
to increase its presence 
throughout the African region 
in the years to come.

LOLC group managing direc-
tor and CEO Kapila Jayawarde-
na said: “Zambia is a very 
important market to us as it is 
one of the fastest growing 
economies in Africa. There is 
enormous opportunity and 

potential for micro-entrepre-
neurs to expand their busi-
nesses and for enhanced eco-
nomic development.

“As the only Sri Lankan 
financial institution operating 
in this market, we hope to 
export our Global expertise to 
Zambia as done in all other 
nations we are present in, to 
benefit mainly the MSME 
[micro, small and medium-
sized enterprise] segment to 
uplift their lives through 
responsible lending.

“We hope to use our techno-
logical innovations to effec-
tively penetrate the Zambian 
market”.

Excelling on a national level, 
LOLC has now established 
itself as a leading microfinance 
institution in the countries in 
which it operates.

Today, LOLC has success-
fully established itself as a 
strong global financial con-
glomerate and with this stand-
ing, the Group is poised to be 
a global financial catalyst with 
a multi-currency, multi-geo-
graphic microfinance and 
small and medium-sized 
enterprise platform in the 
future. THE ISLAND (SRI LANKA)/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

Licensed customs brokers must normally pay an annual licence fee of two million riel ($490). HENG CHIVOAN

The branch at Lusaka Cairo Road was ceremonially opened by Freda Tamba, 
Director, Non-Bank Supervision, Bank of Zambia. SUPPLIED/THE ISLAND



South Korea’s 
NH NongHyup 
sets up office 
in Myanmar

South Korea’s Nh Non-
ghyup Bank on Monday said 
it has launched its branch 

office in Yangon, the largest city of 
Myanmar to expand its presence 
in the Southeast Asian country.

the establishment of Yangon-
based branch came after the 
lender had obtained final approval 
from the country’s central bank 
in late June. It is the second re-
gional office branch, followed after 
Nonghyup Finance Myanmar, a 
microfinancing institution that has 
been in operation since 2016.

the Yangon office will set a 
foothold for the bank to strength-
en partnership with Myanmar’s 
financial authorities, as well as 
to lay the groundwork for its 
banking business in the country, 
officials said.

As part of localisation strategy, 
Nh Nonghyup hired a local 
manager named Myint Myint thu 
as the branch head to offer finan-
cial services optimised for the 
country’s finance environment. 
With the agriculture sector being 
the backbone of Myanmar’s 
economy, the bank is planning 
to develop business models em-
ploying its expertise in agricul-
tural finance, they added.

An opening ceremony of the 
new branch was held online in 
line with the Myanmar govern-
ment’s quarantine measures 
against the Covid-19 pandemic, 
including real-time interaction 
between employees in South 
Korea and Myanmar through vid-
eoconferencing. THE KOREA HERALD/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK
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capital flows to Asia-6 to recover in 2021
A

MoNG emerging-market 
(eM) economies, six Asian 
countries have stood out as 
major benefactors of foreign 

capital flows in recent years.
calling these countries the Asia-6, 

comprising Malaysia, Indonesia, 
thailand, India, South Korea and the 
Philippines, the Institute of Inter-
national Finance (IIF) says they are 
taking up an increasingly important 
place on the eM investment map.

the global association of the finan-
cial industry attributes this to the re-
gion’s financial opening and the role 
it has played in the globalisation of 
goods and services trade over the past 
three decades.

reflecting the increasing appeal of 
Asia-6, it notes, non-resident capital 
flows to these countries accounted for 
28 per cent of total eM flows last year, 
compared with 20 per cent in 2010 
and 12 per cent in 2000.

According to the IIF, as Asia-6 
emerge from the covid-19 crisis, non-
resident capital flows to the region 
are projected to recover next year, in-
creasing to $275 billion from the esti-
mated $210 billion this year.

the IIF explains: “the Asia-6 are 
benefiting from better growth pros-
pects, solid macro fundamentals, the 
advancement of reforms, and strong 
external positions.

“A new wave of covid-19 infections, 
similar to current developments in 
europe and the United States, and 
the potential need for renewed lock-
downs [however] represents the main 
downside risk to the outlook.”

the IIF’s projection for this year is 
that foreign capital flows to Asia-6 
would decline about 25 per cent this 
year amid a damped economic outlook 
because of the covid-19 pandemic.

It expects foreign flows to the region 
to come in at $210 billion this year, 

compared with $282 billion last year, 
with the decline largely attributable 
to sharply lower portfolio capital in-
flows as well as weaker foreign direct 
investment (FDI).

Specifically, foreign capital flows 
to the region is expected to come in 
lower in the second half of this year, 
following a temporary pickup during 
the three months to June.

the IIF explains: “With china and 
the Asia-6 experiencing the first wave 
of covid-19 much earlier than other 
regions, the capital flows picture dete-
riorated primarily in the first quarter of 
2020 as a result of large portfolio invest-
ment outflows of $38 billion [$25 billion 
in stocks and $13 billion in bonds], but 
also showed strong signs of a rebound 
in the second quarter of the year when 
most countries around the world expe-

rienced the worst lockdown effects.
“the significantly weaker picture in 

the last six months of 2020 is a result 
of sharply lower other investment and 
still-muted portfolio investment, while 
recovering FDI plays a supportive role.”

Within the Asia-6, dynamics vary 
between countries, largely reflecting 
idiosyncratic risks, the IIF says.

India, which ranks second in the 
world in total covid-19 infections, 
and for which it forecasts an unprec-
edented economic contraction of 
11.3 per cent this year, is responsible 
for roughly half of the total decline in 
flows to the Asia-6 from 2019-2020, 
that is, a drop of $38 billion.

the Philippines, where pandemic-re-
lated lockdowns were the most stringent 
in the region, are expected to experience 
the largest drop in percentage terms, 

that is, down 41 per cent or $7 billion.
Indonesia, on the other hand, is in 

a somewhat better position, benefit-
ting from stronger foreign purchases 
of domestic bonds and timely fiscal 
and monetary responses, the IIF says.

Nonetheless, it expects, non-resident 
flows to Indonesia to fall 28 per cent 
year-on-year to $15 billion this year.

Further contributions to the overall 
drop in non-resident flows to Asia-6 
stem from South Korea (-$12 billion) 
and Malaysia ($5 billion), while thai-
land is projected to see a small in-
crease in inflows, the IIF says.

Meanwhile, FDI has been an important 
source of external financing for eM Asia.

the IIF says: “Inflows are attracted by 
the region’s critical role in global supply 
chains as well as large home markets.

“However, we expect FDI inflows to 
decline to $90 billion in 2020.

“2021 will see a full recovery of FDI to 
the Asia-6 as a result of improving eco-
nomic fundamentals and diminishing 
effects of covid-19 – coming in 10 per 
cent higher than in 2019 at $119 billion.”

In the medium term, the region’s 
positive growth outlook and a poten-
tial diversification of global supply 
chains away from china will continue 
to drive robust increases, it says.

turning to foreign holdings of do-
mestic government debt, the IIF proj-
ects reductions in all except in the 
case of South Korea.

the IIF says: “We expect foreign inves-
tors to continue to differentiate within 
the region on the basis of macroeconom-
ic fundamentals, reform steps taken, and 
assessments of political stability.”

In general, the outcome of the US 
presidential election will be a sig-
nificant determinant of the financial 
account outlook for Asia-6 next year, 
with trade and investment policies as 
the most important factor, it adds. THE 

STAR (MALAYSIA)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

As Asia-6 emerge from the Covid-19 crisis, non-resident capital flows to the region are 
projected to recover next year, increasing to $275 billion from the estimated $210 billion 
this year. PIXABAY

Vietnam firms expect modest growth due to covid-19
tHroUGH the two waves of the 
covid-19 pandemic, confidence in 
2020 growth prospects among Viet-
namese enterprises has gradually 
diminished.

this information was released by 
Vietnam report (VNr) at the award 
ceremony of the top 500 most prof-
itable companies in Vietnam this 
year, so-called Profit500, held in 
Hanoi on Friday.

VNr’s survey results this year show 
that only 54.1 per cent of enterprises 
were optimistic about the revenue 
growth prospects and 49.1 per cent of 
enterprises were confident about 
profit growth prospects, down by 27.9 
per cent and 29.9 per cent, respec-
tively, compared to the assessment of 
revenue and profit growth prospects 
surveyed by VNr in September 2019.

the survey results show how the 
pandemic has seriously damaged the 
market sentiment.

Speaking at the ceremony, Pham Anh 
tuan, a representative from online 
newspaper VietNamNet, said that for 
the first time in economic history, there 
was an economic crisis on a global 
scale stemming from a pandemic.

tuan said this is the first time the 
concept of a “new normal” has been 
introduced when talking about 
efforts to recover the economic, 
social and production environment 
of the business community.

“In that context, for businesses, 
profit is not enough, but it must be 
sustainable profits based on strong 
internal capabilities, flexibility to 
adapt to the market and a reputable 
brand, trusted by many customers 
and investors,” tuan said.

the honoured businesses are those 
with effective and sustainable pro-
duction and business activities as 
well as good profitability in the face 
of many challenges resulting from 
the pandemic. In addition, they have 
kept a firm position in their industry 
and have the potential to become pil-
lars for the future development of 
Vietnam’s economy.

In this year’s Profit500 ranking, 
some industries continued to record 
more businesses than the average 

level, including construction, con-
struction materials and real estate 
(23.9 per cent), finance (11.6 per 
cent), food and beverages (10.9 per 
cent), and electricity (6.3 per cent).

return on assets (roA) of enterprises 
in Profit500 reached 11.4 per cent, 
slightly down from 11.9 per cent last 
year. However, the average return on 
equity (roe) increased by 21.7 per cent 
compared to 20.9 per cent last year. this 
shows that the efficiency in using capi-
tal of enterprises has been improved.

Notably, the number of business-
es in the food-beverage-retail-pack-
aging industry this year also domi-
nated the ranking. In this event, 
VNr also announced the top 10 
prestigious enterprises in the food-
beverage-retail-packaging industry 
with the aim of recognising the 
achievements of reputable compa-
nies in the industry.

In a quick survey of enterprises in 
the industry conducted by the com-
pany in August, about half of sur-

veyed firms said that their operations 
had been affected, of which, the 
group of alcoholic beverages was fac-
ing the most challenges because of 
Decree 100. Production capacity of 
the beverage group currently only 
operates at 80 per cent compared to 
before the pandemic.

Also under the event, VNr published 
the Vietnam earnings Insight 2020 
bilingual report with the theme 
“restructuring – recovering growth 
momentum in a new normal period”.

According to the report, Vietnam’s 
economy recorded a growth rate of 
2.12 per cent in the first nine months 
of 2020 – the lowest compared to the 
same period of 2011-2020. However, 
in the current difficult situation, main-
taining a positive growth rate is still 
considered a positive and good sign.

the challenge for Vietnamese busi-
nesses is not only to maintain pro-
duction and business activities and 
ensure social safety regulations, but 
also to build a suitable operating sys-
tem following market trends.

Vietnam’s top 10 most profitable 
companies this year are – Vietnam oil 
and Gas Group (PetroVietnam), Sam-
sung electronics thai Nguyen co Ltd, 
Military Industry and telecom Group 
(Viettel), Joint Stock commercial 
bank for Foreign trade of Vietnam 
(Vietcombank), Honda Vietnam, Vin-
group JSc, PetroVietnam Gas Joint 
Stock corporation (PV GAS), Vietnam 
bank for Agriculture and rural Devel-
opment (Agribank), Vietnam tech-
nological and commercial Joint Stock 
bank (techcombank), Vietnam Dairy 
Products JSc (Vinamilk). VIET NAM NEWS/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Representatives of Vietnam’s top 500 most profitable companies this year at the award ceremony. VIETNAM REPORT/VIET NAM NEWS



Amber International 
is reinventing the 
hotel experience in 
Kampot with the 

area’s first 5-star luxury resort, 
as it aims to put the French co-
lonial town with an abundance 
of nature on the global map.

Set in more than 1.5ha of 
beautifully landscaped grounds 
by the river – with stunning 
views of the elephant moun-
tains and the picturesque town 
as a backdrop – Amber Kampot 
is combining Cambodian charm 
with international levels of 
excellence to provide a unique 
luxury experience.

“We plan to make Kampot 
an internationally renowned 
destination, as we build the first 
5-star resorts in other undis-
covered locations of unparal-
leled beauty in Asia, such as 
Labuan bajo in Indonesia, the 
Ogasawara Islands in Japan and 
Tashkent in Uzbekistan,” said 
Taihei Yamada, Amber Interna-
tional Holdings CeO.

With so much undiscovered 
beauty around the globe, Amber 
International’s goal is to open it 
up to the world, working with 
local communities to make such 
places more accessible. 

While Kampot is the first 
location, Amber’s second 
project is set for Labuan bajo on 
Indonesia’s Flores island – the 
gateway to Komodo Island and 
its dragons – before expand-
ing to provide luxury access to 
other undiscovered locations of 
outstanding beauty. 

With a 1,500sqm white sandy 
beach awaiting guests following 
booking in after disembarking at 
the resort’s pier from a private 
boat ride from the town, Amber 
Kampot is designed to deliver a 
luxurious castaway experience.

Ancient roman author Pliny 
the elder records a description 
of amber as being “produced 
by the rays of the sun . . . and 
thrown up upon the shores”.

And reflecting the enduring 
appeal of this precious  
substance, the concept of  
Amber International is that  

the jewel of luxury can be found 
in undiscovered locations – with 
Kampot the first.

“To cater for travellers bored 
of major destinations such as 
bali and Phuket, we look for 
undiscovered locations. How-
ever, as there is usually a lack of 
luxury accommodation in such 
places, Amber International is to 
be the first to offer 5-star resorts.

“Kampot is one such place. 
It has many great tourist 
resources, including stunning 
nature and wonderful historic 
buildings. So my plan was to 
build a full luxury resort in 
such an undiscovered location.

“I recognised that Kampot 
has great tourist appeal, such as 
the French colonial buildings, 
the mountains and the river, but 
it was lacking an international 
standard 5-star resort – until 
now,” Yamada said.

The eco-friendly resort is 
100 per cent plastic-free and 
located across the river from the 

Kampot branch of the National 
bank of Cambodia, a beautifully 
restored example of French 
colonial architecture.

Twenty one-bedroom pool 
villas are 77sqm, while there 
are five 180sqm pool villas 
with twobedrooms and living 
room. All units are fully self-
contained villas with private 
pool and deck with indoor 
kitchen and outside cooking 
area, while the chef is also 
available to personally prepare 
the food.

With all the amenities 
expected from a 5-star resort, 
including spa, restaurant, and 
poolside bars, Amber Kampot 
goes further to provide a unique 
luxury experience. 

“Amber International is 
committed to contributing 
three per cent of net profit to 
the community where they run 
businesses. Undiscovered desti-
nations are often undeveloped 
in both hard and soft infrastruc-

ture, education and vocational 
training, for example. 

“As we want to grow 
together with the community, 
Amber Kampot offers voca-
tional training for those local 
people who are willing to 
become hoteliers, led by senior 
hoteliers who have experi-
ence working at Aman, Sofitel 
and Four Seasons. We offer 
job opportunities to successful 
graduates at Amber Kampot,” 
Yamada said.

With the focus firmly on en-
suring the highest standards of 
quality, Amber Kampot is cur-
rently open in a soft capacity 
before a planned grand opening 
in January.

“As we make Kampot a must-
visit destination, we concentrate 
heavily on excellence, and this 
is nowhere better reflected than 
with our food – with a focus 
on affluent Cambodians with 
contemporary Khmer fare, as 
well as top Western and Asian 

fusion cuisine,” the Japanese 
entrepreneur added.

Amber Kampot offers a range 
of activities including jet skiing, 
kayaking and stand-up paddle 
boarding, or alternatively guests 
can relax in one of the pavil-
ions on the white sand beach 
and enjoy the stunning views as 
the river flows serenely by.

With Amber Kampot also 
securing rights to use a private 
island a 15 to 20-minute boat 
ride away from the resort, it 
offers a further way to enjoy an 
unrepeatable beach experience.

“Once as we were sailing 
to the island, we were able to 
dock with a passing fishing 
boat, which meant we had the 
freshest seafood possible for our 
barbecue. It was truly unforget-
table,” Yamada recounted. 

And with all it has to offer and 
its commitment to excellence, a 
stay at Amber Kampot indeed 
promises to be an experience that 
remains long in the memory. 

a
d

ve
rt

o
ri

a
l

Amber putting Kampot on map 
with first 5-star luxury resort 

The resort has a strong focus on offering the finest food. Amber Kampot goes further to provide unique luxury. The resort is designed to deliver a luxurious castaway experience.

The area’s first 5-star luxury resort, Amber Kampot has stunning views of the Elephant Mountains.

 www.phnompenhpost.com/post-focus
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”
We plan to make 
Kampot internationally 
renowned, as 
we build the first 
5-star resorts in 
undiscovered locations 
of unparalleled beauty
TAihEi YAMAdA / ceo
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Spain declares state of emergency 
as global coronavirus cases soar
S

PAIN declared a na-
tional state of emer-
gency on Sunday to 
tackle a second coro-

navirus wave as the World 
Health organisation (WHo) 
reported a third straight day 
of record new infections 
around the world.

France set a daily record of 
more than 50,000 covid-19 
cases, while chinese officials 
began mass testing to cover 
4.75 million residents in the 
far northwest after 137 new 
infections were discovered 
there.

In the US, which has the 
world’s worst toll at around 
225,000 deaths, challenger 
Joe biden accused President 
Donald trump’s administra-
tion of waving “the white 
flag of defeat” after his chief 
of staff Mark Meadows said: 
“We are not going to control 
the pandemic.”

the WHo has warned that 
some countries are on a 
“dangerous track”, with too 
many witnessing an expo-
nential increase in cases, and 
called on authorities to take 
decisive action to curb the 
spread of the disease.

the UN agency’s figures 
showed that 465,319 cases 
were declared on Saturday 
alone, half of them in eu-
rope, which it said was at an 
especially critical juncture 
with winter looming.

covid-19 has now claimed 
the lives of 1.1 million people 
and infected more than 42 
million globally.

WHo head tedros Adha-
nom Ghebreyesus called for 
global solidarity in a future 
rollout of any vaccine, warn-
ing that “vaccine nationalism 
will prolong the pandemic, 
not shorten it”.

As the disease continued its 
relentless march across eu-

rope, Spanish Prime Minister 
Pedro Sanchez announced 
the new state of emergency 
and overnight curfews across 
the entire country except for 
the canary Islands.

Spain was the first eU mem-
ber state to pass the bleak 
milestone of one million cases 
and has been joined since by 
northern neighbour France.

“the situation we are going 
through is extreme,” Sanchez 
said.

Italy – the epicentre of the 
first european outbreak – 
also ramped up restrictions 
on daily life, ordering the 

closure of theatres, cinemas 
and gyms and shutting bars 
and restaurants early.

Governments are strug-
gling to balance new restric-
tions against the need to 
revive economies already 
battered by earlier draconian 
lockdowns after the virus first 
emerged late last year.

but populations weary of 
social isolation and econom-
ic hardship have bristled at 
the tougher measures.

“this is going to destroy 
us,” Augusto D’Alfonsi, who 
owns the torricella family-
run fish restaurant in rome, 

told AFP after the new mea-
sures were announced.

“We’ve already lost 50 per 
cent of our customers this 
year. Without government 
aid, we’re done for.”

Dozens of far-right protest-
ers in rome clashed with riot 
police overnight during a dem-
onstration against a curfew, 
setting off fireworks, burning 
bins and throwing projectiles.

Police in berlin also broke 
up a protest against curbs, 
and launched an arson in-
vestigation after an attack on 
a building that housed the 
public health agency.

there has been opposition 
to tighter curbs in Spain as 
well, but some said they ac-
cepted the need for controls.

“the curfew is good for 
those who are drinking in the 
street a lot lately, because at 
our age people go out a lot, 
they are uncontrolled and 
then what happens, hap-
pens,” said 17-year-old stu-
dent Juan Pelayo in the town 
of Valladolid.

Pensioner Jose benitez, 76, 
said in barcelona: “It is begin-
ning to worry me, because if I 
catch it at my age, I won’t 
make it.” AFP

Spain declared a national state of emergency on Sunday to tackle a second coronavirus wave.  AFP

Japan PM Suga sets 2050 carbon deadline 
JAPAN’S Prime Minister Yoshihide 
Suga on Monday set a 2050 deadline 
for the world’s third-largest economy 
to become carbon neutral, signifi-
cantly firming up the country’s climate 
change commitments.

“We will bring the total amount of 
greenhouse gas [emitted by Japan] to 
net zero by 2050, meaning carbon neu-
tral,” Suga said in his first policy address 
to parliament since taking office.

“I declare we will aim to realise a 
decarbonised society,” he added, to 
applause from Diet members.

tokyo had previously only aimed to 
achieve carbon neutrality sometime 
in the latter half of the century, a goal 
criticised by climate activists as vague 
and unambitious.

the new goal puts Japan on the 
same timeline as europe, britain and 
a host of smaller nations, and a dec-
ade ahead of china, which last month 

set a 2060 goal.
Suga did not give precise details on 

how Japan, a country still heavily reli-
ant on coal, will achieve the goal but 
said technology would be essential.

“the key is innovation,” Suga said, 
citing examples including next-gen-
eration solar batteries.

He said Japan would also push the use 
of renewable energy and nuclear power, 
stressing that safety would be a priority 
– a key point in a country that suffered 
the Fukushima nuclear disaster.

Japan, which is a signatory to the 
Paris agreement, was the sixth-biggest 
contributor to global greenhouse 
emissions in 2017, according to the 
International energy Agency.

It has struggled to cut carbon emis-
sions after shutting down nuclear 
reactors following the 2011 meltdown 
in Fukushima sparked by a devastat-
ing earthquake and tsunami.

reliance on fossil fuels like coal 
increased after the Fukushima disas-
ter, as public anger over the accident 
pushed all of the country’s nuclear 
reactors offline temporarily.

Japan has regularly come under fire 
for continuing to build coal-fired 
plants at home, as well as financing 
projects to build them abroad, notably 
in Southeast Asia.

the country’s 140 coal-fired power 
plants provide nearly a third of its total 
electricity generation.

the fuel is the second-biggest power-
generation method behind liquefied 
natural gas- (LNG-) fired plants, which 
provide 38 per cent of the nation’s needs.

the new deadline is expected to 
shape the country’s basic energy plan, 
which is currently being revised.

the most recent plan, issued in 
2018, aimed to have 22-24 per cent of 
the country’s energy needs met by 

renewable sources including wind and 
solar by 2030, a figure critics called 
unambitious based on current levels 
of around 17 per cent.

that plan also called for nuclear to 
provide more than 20 per cent of the 
country’s energy needs by 2030.

takaharu Niimi, a climate change 
specialist at the Japan research Insti-
tute, told AFP that Suga’s announce-
ment was in line with an internation-
al move towards stronger commitments 
on the environment.

Last month, the world’s largest 
greenhouse gas polluter china 
announced it would be carbon neutral 
by 2060, a goal hailed by climate activ-
ists as a major step forward.

“considering the international 
trend, I think the time is right for Japan 
to declare the plan,” Niimi told AFP.

“I see this announcement as being 
part of the broad trend.” AFP

Passengers  
claim abuse 
in Qatar by 
airport staff 
Continued from page 1

Federal Police.
A source in Doha briefed on the 

incident told AFP that officials 
“were forcing women to undergo 
invasive body searches – basically 
forced Pap smears”, an internal 
examination of the cervix.

Passenger Wolfgang babeck told 
AFP women returned to his flight 
from Doha to Sydney in a “shell-
shocked” state, having been told 
to remove clothing from the low-
er half of their bodies for an exam-
ination by a female doctor.

“All of them were upset, some 
were angry, one was crying, but 
basically nobody could believe 
what happened,” the commercial 
lawyer said, adding he thought 
the incident could be “a violation 
of international law”.

that flight, Qatar Airways’ 
Qr908 to Sydney, was four hours 
late departing Doha as a result, 
according to air traffic website 
Flightradar24. It is not clear how 
many flights were involved.

In an official statement, Doha’s 
Hamad International airport 
confirmed a broad outline of 
events, without providing details 
of the procedures, or the number 
of women and flights involved.

the statement said: “Medical 
professionals expressed concern 
to officials about the health and 
welfare of a mother who had just 
given birth and requested she be 
located prior to departing. 

“Individuals who had access to 
the specific area of the airport where 
the newborn infant was found were 
asked to assist in the query.”

It is understood that in addition 
to the Australians, one French 
woman was also affected, accord-
ing to one official.

Some of the group received 
assistance and mental health 
support while spending the last 
two weeks in quarantine, under 
rules put in place by Australian 
authorities to contain the spread 
of coronavirus.

A report from the Qatari authori-
ties about the incident is “immi-
nent” according to Payne, who 
admitted Australian officials were 
made aware of the situation by pas-
sengers “at the time of the flight”.

the incident could damage 
Qatar’s reputation as it prepares 
to host tens of thousands of for-
eign visitors for the 2022 football 
world cup.

Qatar practices a strict form of 
Islamic law, with stiff penalties 
applied to women who fall pregnant 
or bear children outside marriage.

Doha airport on Sunday 
launched an appeal for the child’s 
mother to come forward, suggest-
ing that the checks undertaken at 
the time were inconclusive.

“the newborn infant remains 
unidentified, but is safe under 
the professional care of medical 
and social workers,” it said in its 
statement, and requested that 
anyone with information come 
forward. AFP
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tYPHooN Quinta (international name: 
Molave) forced the evacuation of at least 
25,287 families or 95,859 individuals in 
many parts of the Philippines’ central 
bicol region on Sunday night.

the typhoon made its first landfall 
in San Miguel Island in tabaco city 
at 6:10pm (1010 GMt), and hit Mali-
nao town at 6:50pm, both in Albay.

the office of civil Defence-bicol 
reported that as of 11:30pm on Sun-
day, 2,707 families or 10,231 individ-
uals were evacuated in three towns 
in Albay; seven families or 36 per-
sons in camarines Norte; 835 fami-
lies (3,309 persons) in catanduanes; 
1,199 families (2,929 persons) in 
Masbate, 3,088 families (7,446 per-

sons) in Sorsogon and 183 families 
(743 persons) in Naga city.

In camarines Sur, estel estropia, 
spokesperson of provincial disaster 
risk reduction and management of-
fice, said that as of 5:30am on Mon-
day, 17,268 families or 71,165 indi-
viduals took shelter in evacuation 
sites and private residences.

Hours before landfall, power was 
cut in Albay province.

In Legazpi city, floodwaters sub-
merged numerous houses, Mayor 
Noel rosal said.

Meanwhile, 569 passengers, 266 
trucks, eight light vehicles, 42 vessels 
and two motorised banca boats were 
stranded in various ports in bicol.

typhoon Molave floods 
central Philippine villages, 
displaces more than 95,000

S’pore: clean 
sources better 
for imports 
of electricity
A 

reNewAbLe energy 
source in Malaysia 
will be the preferred 
choice for Singapore 

under the upcoming electric-
ity import pilot, said the en-
ergy Market Authority (eMA).

“eMA prefers to import 
electricity from a renewable 
energy source,” the agency 
told The Straits Times on 
Monday. “Potential import-
ers will need to specify the 
sources of their supply, which 
will be one of the factors that 
eMA will consider in evaluat-
ing the proposals.”

they will also have to dem-
onstrate their supply reli-
ability, credibility and track 
record, and ability to secure 
demand from Singapore con-
sumers, as well as manage the 
carbon output of generation 
supply, said eMA.

one importer will be ap-
pointed through the selection 
process.

eMA’s comments come af-
ter Minister for trade and 
Industry chan chun Sing 
announced at the start of 
the Singapore International 
energy week that Singapore 
will be importing 100Mw of 
electricity from Malaysia over 

a trial period of two years.
the amount will make up 

about 1.5 per cent of Singapore’s 
peak electricity demand.

chan said in his opening 
speech: “this will allow the 
region to share the green en-
ergy sources that different 
countries may have.”

the eMA, an agency under 
chan’s ministry, plans to is-
sue a request for proposal by 
March next year for 100Mw 
of electricity imports.

the imports could begin as 
early as end-2021, via the ex-
isting electricity interconnec-
tor between the two coun-
tries, eMA said.

the Singapore-Malaysia 
electrical network interconnec-
tion is an undersea cable that 
is used to transmit electricity 
across the two countries.

It is now primarily used for 
mutual support between both 
countries’ power systems, 
said a spokesman for eMA, 
adding that the interconnec-
tion is being upgraded and 
will be used to facilitate the 
trial for electricity imports.

As the quantity of electric-
ity being imported is relatively 
small, it is unlikely to have a sig-
nificant impact on the whole-

sale electricity prices in Singa-
pore, the spokesman added.

After the two-year trial, 
plans for further imports will 
be considered.

but imports will be intro-
duced progressively in tan-
dem with electricity demand 
growth. the spokesman 
added: “this will need to be 
balanced with considerations 
of energy security, price com-
petitiveness, and environ-
mental sustainability.”

Singapore hopes to tap re-
gional energy grids to supple-
ment the nation’s access to re-
newable energy sources, and 
the trial with Malaysia will lay 

the groundwork for this.
currently, solar energy re-

mains the most viable option 
for Singapore, which lacks ac-
cess to other forms of renew-
able energy, whether wind or 
tidal power.

but there are challenges to 
harnessing sunshine, includ-
ing the lack of space to deploy 
solar panels and the intermit-
tency of sunshine due to cloud 
cover and urban shading.

Singapore hopes to meet 
around two per cent of its to-
tal electricity demand in 2025 
with solar energy.

Dr thomas reindl, deputy 
ceo of the National Universi-

ty of Singapore’s Solar energy 
research Institute of Singa-
pore, said electricity imports 
are a necessary consideration 
for Singapore if it wants to 
incorporate more renewable 
energy in its fuel mix.

currently, more than 95 per 
cent of Singapore’s energy 
comes from natural gas – the 
cleanest form of fossil fuel, 
but a fossil fuel nonetheless.

the burning of fossil fuels 
produces carbon dioxide, the 
main greenhouse gas driving 
climate change.

Dr reindl told The Straits 
Times on the sidelines of the 
Singapore International en-

ergy week: “If you want to get 
a much higher [proportion of 
renewable] than what we can 
generate on our own avail-
able land, then we definitely 
have to talk about imports.”

“And of course, the imme-
diate neighbours are the best 
solutions to start with – with 
Malaysia but also possibly 
some of the riau Islands in In-
donesia . . . It also works from 
areas farther up into thai-
land, Laos, cambodia and 
Indochina, which have ample 
resources of hydropower. So 
there’s plenty of opportunity.” 
THE STRAITS TIMES (SINGAPORE)/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

Laos soon to launch fast-track 
immigration service for china
LAoS is set to begin a fast-track im-
migration service this week that will 
allow chinese nationals to cross 
the border more easily with shorter 
quarantine time amid the travel 
restrictions in place to prevent the 
spread of covid-19.

Several brand-new measures 
are expected to be employed to fa-
cilitate travel for chinese nationals 
while ensuring that the coronavirus 
is kept in check, National taskforce 
for covid-19 Prevention and con-
trol vice-chairman Dr Phouthone 

Meuangpak said last week.  
Incomers are expected to spend a 

shorter time in quarantine and will 
be allowed to quarantine at home 
instead of undergoing the normal 
14-day compulsory quarantine at 
government-designated centres or 
hotels.

the required quarantine period is 
still under discussion and the task-
force will meet for further talks in 
the coming days.

Authorities are also considering 
the use of electronic devices that 
would monitor incomers around 

the clock about their whereabouts, 
said Dr Phouthone, who is Deputy 
Minister of Health.

He told a press conference: “one 
option is that they [new arrivals] 
quarantine at home and take their 
temperature every morning and 
evening.”

Prior to entering Laos, incomers 
are required to be tested for covid-19 
and those with negative results (pro-
vided within 72 hours before their 
departure) are eligible to enter the 
country. Upon their arrival, travellers 

are required to have another test.
“If the virus is not detected, peo-

ple can quarantine at home,” the 
deputy minister said, adding that 
a shorter quarantine period would 
mean that new arrivals could begin 
work sooner.

In the future, this policy will also 
apply to citizens of countries with 
no recent outbreak of covid-19, he 
added.

the taskforce is currently working 
with the world Health organisation 
(wHo) to identify countries that have 
no community or cluster outbreaks.

“If we can identify the countries 
that have no community outbreak, 
then we can also initiate the fast-
track immigration system for their 
nationals,” Dr Phouthone said, add-
ing that this would only be set in mo-
tion following a bilateral agreement 
between both countries involved.

Authorities are studying the possi-
bility of a shorter quarantine period 
in line with wHo’s guidance.

Some countries have reduced the 
quarantine time from 14 to 10 days, 
and some have cut it to seven days.

the taskforce will meet in coming 
days to review and revise the current 
virus prevention measures before 
making any changes next month. 
the government updates the mea-
sures every month based on the sit-
uation surrounding the pandemic.

Dr Phouthone said: “Anyway, we 
will not take any risks.”

He addressed the press conference 
to inform reporters about the latest 
confirmed case of covid-19 in Laos, 
after a man returning from studies 
in russia tested positive for the virus 
on october 20.

Asked if Laos would tighten up the 
measures the government relaxed 
last month given this latest case, Dr 
Phouthone said this would be de-
cided during upcoming talks.

He added that the government’s 
intention was to reopen the country 
to ease the impact on the economy, 
while ensuring the virus was kept at 
bay. VIENTIANE TIMES/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Singapore hopes to tap regional energy grids to supplement the nation’s access to renewable energy sources. AFP

The typhoon flooded thousands of homes in the Philippines. FERNANdO CAbREdO VIA FACEbOOK

One option is that they [new 
arrivals] quarantine at home 
and take their temperature 
every morning and evening
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M
oVING quickly to imple-
ment the policies 
announced by chinese 
President Xi Jinping in 

his october 14 speech celebrating the 
40th anniversary of the creation of 
the Shenzhen Special economic 
Zone, the National Development and 
reform commission announced on 
october 18 a series of reforms open-
ing up artificial intelligence-based 
businesses and financial markets.

Intellectual property protection, 
economic and business legislation, 
and talent attraction will be strength-
ened and further marketised.

After the ceremony, Xi laid a wreath 
on Deng Xiaoping’s statue to com-
memorate Deng’s policy of reform 
and opening-up. this strongly sym-
bolised china’s steadfast intention to 
continue opening up its economy to 
foreign investment and competition 
and pushing market-based reform.

recognising in the 1980s that china 
needed to be flexible and adaptive, 
Deng famously said the nation need-
ed to experiment with many policies 
– “crossing the river by feeling for 
stones”. Now, china is implementing 
much more detailed and planned-
out market-based reforms than those 
early steps.

Shenzhen continues to be a proto-
type and arena for experimenting 
with policies that might later be 
implemented throughout the coun-
try. With the approval of the estab-
lishment of SeZ by china’s national 
legislature on August 26, 1980, the 
impoverished fishing village has been 
transformed into a modern metropo-
lis over the past four decades.

In the next four decades it will be 
further transformed into an example 
of a very livable “people-centred” city 
that also is on the leading edge of 
technology and manufacturing.

economic opening-up in china 
takes pilot cities as the starting point 
and has upgraded the entire coun-
try’s economy incrementally based 
on the experiences of the first four 
SeZs and the opening-up of cities 
along the coastal areas, including the 
establishment of the Pudong New 
Area in Shanghai and 21 pilot free 
trade zones. the recent announce-
ment of the Hainan pilot free trade 
port is another bold step in reform 
and opening-up.

In this turbulent period, the covid-19 
pandemic has accelerated rising pro-
tectionism and unilateralism in eco-
nomic globalisation, which curtails 
international trade and investment 
dramatically. Innovations of science 
and technology have undergone pro-
found adjustments. Some countries 

are limiting investment and attempt-
ing to stop the spread of technology.

but, given all the hindrances, Xi 
highlighted in his speech the new 
“dual circulation” development pat-
tern is not a “closed domestic cycle”, 
making it clear he wants a “new open 
economic system”.

the high-level confirmation of the 
further opening-up of china also 
partly supports the narrative that 
china’s success is built on Shenzhen. 
this hybrid of the east and West bor-
rowed Hong Kong’s development 
model to a large extent.

Xi wants to seize the chance to 
show china is still an attractive place 

for foreign investors as the country’s 
new “dual circulation” strategy has 
been widely known to the public.

In the context of stagnant domestic 
and international markets and recess-
ing global economic and trade, culti-
vating domestic demand and giving 
full play to the domestic consumption 
of economic development is the key 
move to gear up china’s economy.

As the world’s second-largest econo-
my, the country has a huge domestic 
demand potential with 1.4 billion peo-
ple, 1 billion smartphone users and a 
middle-income group of 400 million. 
china’s digital economy stimulates 
new domestic consumption demand 
such as 5G network construction along 
with the two-thirds of the world’s high-
speed rail transportation.

However, Xi has said many times 

that a “dual circulation” strategy is in 
no way a reversal of opening-up poli-
cy. even without the pandemic or for-
eign attempts to limit trade, it is only 
natural that a huge economy with 
rapidly rising wages and incomes will 
lead many companies to focus on 
production for chinese consumers.

over the last few years, a huge 
number of reforms have shown that 
foreigners are very welcome to par-
ticipate in and compete for this mar-
ket. the new Foreign Investment Law 
that took effect on January 1 this year 
stated that foreign companies can 
invest in almost all areas of the econ-
omy, excluding only a short negative 

list of strategic or sensitive industries.
reforms now, or soon will, allow 

foreigners to own 100 per cent of 
companies in many areas of financial 
services and automobile production. 
Soon, foreign companies will be able 
to have 100 per cent ownership in oil 
and gas exploration.

Undeniably, domestic demand 
cannot replace external demand. the 
new “dual circulation” development 
pattern requires balancing domestic 
and external demand to form a well-
operating “two-wheel drive”. An effi-
cient internal circulation contributes 
to boosting external circulation. 
external circulation vitalises internal 
circulation to upgrade.

Despite obstacles to economic glo-
balisation, china, as the centre of the 
global value chain, has close ties with 

many countries and regions. china 
can assist other countries to acceler-
ate their own economic recovery and 
development.

china’s government strongly wel-
comes such international giants as 
Apple and tesla because they force 
domestic competitors to up their game. 
chinese suppliers to such companies 
are forced to meet the most exacting 
international standards, improving the 
whole business ecosystem.

china is already the largest trading 
partner of over 120 countries and 
regions, including Japan, Germany 
and the eU. china is the largest 
export market for many countries. 
Data from the Federal Statistical 
office of Germany showed that bilat-
eral trade reached €205.7 billion 
($243.5 billion) in 2019, and china 
has been Germany’s largest trading 
partner for four consecutive years.

According to eurostat, in the first 
seven months of this year, the total 
import and export volume of the 27 
eU member states and china was 
€328.7 billion, an increase of about 
2.6 per cent year-on-year, with china 
overtaking the US as the eU’s largest 
trading partner for the first time.

china has maintained its position as 
ASeAN’s largest trading partner for 11 
consecutive years. It has become Afri-
ca’s largest trading partner for 10 con-
secutive years, and has become the 
largest trading partner of South Amer-
ica and the second-largest trading 
partner of Latin American countries.

Innovation is a driving force for 
china’s internal circulation upgrad-
ing. Shenzhen, the hub of china’s 
high-tech research and development, 
has gathered a bevy of chinese start-
ups and tech giants including DJI, 
Huawei and tencent.

r&D investment in china’s Silicon 
Valley accounted for 4.93 per cent of 
local GDP in 2019, compared with 
3.81 per cent in 2012. Shenzhen is an 
“important engine” for the Guang-
dong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater bay 
Area to establish a technological and 
financial centre in South china.

In the future, Shenzhen should 
deepen its regional connection and 
synergistic development with Hong 
Kong and Macao, giving full play to 
its role as a prototype that explores 
and innovates institutional mecha-
nisms and development models suit-
able for china’s full integration into 
the international community.

Shenzhen also should give full play 
to its role as a new global benchmark 
for high-quality development, the 
digital economy, smart cities and 
sustainable development. CHINA DAILY/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK

The writer is the president of the Centre for China 
and Globalisation, a non-governmental think 
tank based in Beijing. The views expressed do not 
necessarily reflect those of China Daily.

opinion
Wang Huiyao

China – from SEZs to economic anchor

A view of the Shenzhen skyline. The impoverished fishing village has been transformed 
into a modern metropolis over the past four decades. afp

Foreign companies can invest 
in almost all areas of the 

economy, excluding only . . . 
strategic or sensitive industries
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Around the NGOs
AIP helps to educate road users
Roth Sochieata

W
HeN Greig craft 
first arrived 
in Vietnam in 
1989, he saw a 

country on the cusp of enor-
mous change and a place 
where, as the standard of liv-
ing and the use of motorised 
vehicles increased, young 
people were dying and suf-
fering severe injuries on the 
roads every day. 

Horrified by what he saw, he 
studied the situation intensive-
ly and realised that he had an 
opportunity to truly make a dif-
ference. In 1999, he established 
the Asia Injury Prevention 
Foundation (AIP) to address 
the crisis on Vietnam’s roads.

AIP is an NGo dedicated 
to decreasing road casualties 
in low- and middle-income 
countries by providing safety 
interventions for motorists.

As a country undergoing a 
similar change, cambodia now 
faces the same dilemma. Pre-
ventable road accidents kill far 
too many people each year. 

AIP started operating in 
cambodia in 2006. In 2011, 
it registered with the Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs and In-
ternational cooperation and 
opened a local office.

Im Piseth, AIP’s programme 
manager, tells The Post that 
before the NGo had an of-
fice, it would operate through 
other entities, including other 
NGos and businesses.

over several years, the NGo 
built strong relationships 
with public and private insti-
tutes in cambodia.

“through the years, we have 
worked with governments, 
corporations, foundations, and 
others to implement life-saving 
interventions and protect those 
most vulnerable to road crashes 
and their consequences.

“We work closely with the 
ministries of Interior; Public 
Works and transport; educa-
tion, Youth and Sport, the coali-
tion for road safety and Manulife 
insurance to let them carry out 
the work for us,” Piseth says.

Fixing human errors
Piseth stresses that most in-

juries could be prevented by 
obeying traffic laws.

“Since 2006, our goal has 
been to enhance the practice of 
traffic laws as well as educate all 
drivers on road safety,” he says

Piseth says many road ac-
cidents in cambodia result 
from human error. 

“According to the 2019 sta-
tistics of the National road 
Safety committee, it’s divided 
into human factors, vehicles 
[not properly inspected], in-
frastructure and weather.

“but the biggest factor is the 
human one, which is divided 
into many risky driving prac-
tices. Speeding is the number 
one cause, which led to 38 per 
cent [of road accidents].

“Not respecting the right of 
way on roads caused 23 per 
cent of accidents, overtaking 

dangerously (nine per cent), 
turning illegally (nine per 
cent), drunk driving (five per 
cent), vehicle problems (two 
per cent), and fatigue (one 
per cent),” he says.

With the cooperation of the 
authorities and open Devel-
opment cambodia, an NGo 
which shares useful data with 
the public, AIP has imple-
mented policies and distrib-
uted helmets to motorcyclists 
throughout the Kingdom.

Protecting factory workers 
and farmers

AIP has visited factories, 
communities in the country-
side, schools, universities and 
stops along national roads. 

“According to statistics, 
farmers are the most vulner-
able victims. Second are fac-
tory workers and third, uni-
versity students,” says Piseth.

Having worked at AIP for 

almost 10 years, he says the 
reason farmers have been in-
volved in so many accidents 
is that many of them don’t 
know the traffic laws. 

they usually travel on the 
trails in their small villages 
and when they reach the 
main road, they do not look 
behind or in front of them 
before they turn, and this fre-
quently causes accidents.

Factory workers frequently 
ride in unsafe and overloaded 
vehicles and their factories are 
typically located near increas-
ingly busy national roads.

“Hence, we recently started to 
visit our target factories where 
an estimated 600,000 to 700,000 
workers are directly employed 
in the garment and footwear 
sector. We’ve been able to reach 
about 200,000 workers.

“We’ve been thinking of how 
to help them improve their rid-
ing. We hope to do something 

about the trucks they’ve been 
using, which are not safe at all. 
If they can make them more 
comfortable for the workers, 
that would play a big part in 
reducing accidents. 

“It would be especially nice 
to have a proper seat, a roof 
and something to protect them 
so they can ride comfortably in 
the vehicle. Moreover, we can 
put traffic signs around factory 
areas to help them to be more 
cautious,” Piseth says.

AIP, he says, has handed out 
educational materials on road 
safety to universities and at 
stops along national roads 1, 
4 and 6.

“We’ve been promoting the 
use of helmets and road safety 
[to drivers] while they stopped 
at traffic lights with help from 
police officials and youth vol-
unteers. they helped us hand 
out leaflets and stickers in-
structing about the traffic law.”

AIP has selected 20 to 30 
students from different uni-
versities to help with the pro-
gramme. the students are first 
brought up to speed on traffic 
laws before being tasked with 
educating people at their uni-
versities and communities.

“We always follow up to see 
how well people have compre-
hended [our teachings] and 
put them into practice by ap-
pointing members to conduct 
a census in each community 
we’ve reached out to,” he says.

Spreading the word
He says the programme 

has gained wide support and 
people have expressed inter-
est in joining. 

“However, we also have 
faced some challenges. We 
haven’t been able to meet with 
everyone we were supposed 
to meet. Mostly, the elders are 
often forgetful. others, espe-

cially the youths, are at work.
“Despite this, we still go into 

their workplaces or downtown 
to educate them,” Piseth says. 

During the covid-19 pandem-
ic, AIP has also taught about vi-
rus prevention methods.

Piseth says his and AIP’s vision 
is to see all cambodians strictly 
following traffic laws in the fu-
ture, similar to what is seen in 
more developed countries.

“In the hope of reducing 
road accidents in the nation, 
we need the cooperation of all 
citizens. We hope our people 
continue to stick to the law 
and forgive each other on the 
road. I can see how forgivable 
they are when they happen to 
bump into one another, but 
we are not satisfied.

“We want them to discipline 
themselves, strictly obey traffic 
laws in the country and respect 
each other to prevent road ac-
cidents,” Piseth says. 

AIP visits schools in the community to teach about road safety. supplied

AIP workers and volunteers hand out leaflets to motorists at traffic lights. supplied im Piseth (right), AIP’s programme manager, says most road injuries are preventable. supplied



Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 At right angles, in sailing
  6 Mermaid feature
 10 Flamboyant scarf
 13 It may be in a stew
 14 “The King and I” character
 15 Family group
 16 Where chapter 11 may be read
 19 Emulate Buffy
 20 Old-style two-by-four?
 21 What Santa Claus is
 22 Action-oriented person
 24 Bargelike boat
 26 Civil War monogram
 29 TV canine
 31 Handbag for needles
 35 Snorer’s disorder
 37 Massachusetts cape
 38 1949-90 European capital
 39 What a good value provides
 43 Donkey sound
 44 Trio in a nursery-rhyme tub
 45 Go biking
 46 Sharp sound of discomfort
 47 Chill a summer beverage?
 50 Pronominal contraction
 51 Ballerina’s skirt

 53 Does not exist
 55 Broadcasting right now
 58 Actress Perlman
 60 “Major” constellation
 64 Petty dictatorships
 67 Caught up, scorewise
 68 “Scope” starter
 69 Muslim’s deity
 70 Longbow wood
 71 The ideal garden
 72 Poverty-stricken
DOWN
  1 Priests wear them
  2 Canaanite deity
  3 “Giant” author Ferber
  4 Resin in adhesives and paints
  5 Debussy’s “La ___”
  6 Mammals with long snouts
  7 Pro foe
  8 Surgeon’s cut
  9 Install, as linoleum
 10 Like Toronto’s Jays
 11 Dory movers
 12 Cough up for a kitty
 15 Like some attics 
 17 Iris container
 18 Pigeon sound

 23 Any of several Norwegian kings
 25 Give up claim to
 26 Urban motorist
 27 Bowler’s next best thing
 28 Part of a chronicle
 30 Scottish quick bread
 32 Reach emotionally
 33 “I give up!”
 34 Affixed one’s John Hancock to
 36 Alexandria native
 40 Drop, as from a list
 41 Came to mind again
 42 Read, as a Universal Product Code
 48 Dandy’s accessory
 49 Twin brother of Jacob
 52 Coffee dispenser
 54 Fine material
 55 Do the bidding of
 56 Basilica area
 57 From square one again
 59 “Present” alternative
 61 Get under one’s skin
 62 Large quantity
 63 Pasty-faced
 65 Tailless primate
 66 Officially prohibit and this puz-

zle’s theme

“OFF LIMITS” 

Monday’s solution

Monday’s solution
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L
UcK ran out on Hang-
zhou clovers Ameri-
can Football club 
when, after the worst 

of the coronavirus outbreak 
in china, the owners allegedly 
made off with the money.

but just several months later 
the team of 12 boys and girls 
aged six to seven is up and 
running again after their de-
voted parents got together to 
save the club from extinction.

Fan Yelin watches as his son, 
kitted out in the team’s green 
and with the number 23 and 
his name “caesar” on his back, 
evades an attempt to snatch a 
red ribbon dangling from his 
waist.

they are playing flag foot-
ball, which has similar rules to 
American football but tackling 
is not allowed so players need 
to rip off a flag from their op-
ponent’s midriff. the sport is 
typically played by children as a 
precursor to American football.

they are doing their weekly 
training on a small artificial 
football pitch on a rooftop in 
Hangzhou, in china’s east.

Fan, who says there is only 
one American football pitch in 
the city of 10 million people, 
was instrumental in rallying 
his fellow parents when the 
owners seemingly vanished in 
the spring.

the self-styled American 
youth football development 
company allegedly took off 
with the families’ pre-paid 
fees. Some had forked out 
40,000 yuan ($6,000) for two 
years of coaching.

With china re-emerging 
from the pandemic following a 
nationwide shutdown in Feb-
ruary, the children were des-
perate to get back on the field.

“What really hurts us is not 
that the tuition fee was not 
paid back, but that our chil-
dren had begun to finally like 
this sport and they’d only 
played for a year,” said Fan.

“Having them give up would 
have made us really sorry.

“then I thought: if the com-
pany is gone, we will do it by 
ourselves. We will rebuild the 
team and get back the coach.”

Fan said he went door-to-
door to gather all the par-
ents together and they read-
ily agreed with his plan, even 
though they had to pay again 
for the training pitch, two 
coaches and other expenses.

“After all of this, maybe a 
four-leaf clover really is a lucky 
thing,” Fan smiled.

A common tale
Police are looking into the 

case, but the parents do not ex-
pect to see their money again. 

the company also had 
teams in other major chinese 
cities, allegedly leaving more 
parents out of pocket and their 
children kicking their heels.

chen Xingyu knows a bit 
about American football hav-
ing spent some time in the US.

“For children of this age, the 
sport is more like a fun game 
compared to basketball and 
soccer,” he said, explaining why 
he steered his seven-year-old 
daughter, Lisa, towards Ameri-

can football and not the two 
most popular sports in china.

chen said family friends are 
often surprised that Lisa is 
involved in flag or American 
football, which is largely un-
known in china and usually 
associated more with males 
than females.

but the NFL says it is grow-
ing in the world’s most popu-
lous country. According to its 
figures, more than 50,000 chil-
dren under 12 are playing or 
learning regularly in organised 
training programmes.

chen said the clovers’ tale – 
businesses running into dire 
straits during coronavirus, 
and then allegedly taking off – 
is not an unfamiliar one.

“I think it’s more common 
since the epidemic because 
for a lot of these kids’ training 
centres [in sport and educa-
tion] they demand that you 
pay up front so they can ex-
pand their business,” he said.

“And then the epidemic 
broke out, everyone had to 
stay at home, all business 
stopped and their source of 
income got cut off.”

With the team saved and 
china now largely back to 
normal, despite the continu-
ing virus threat, Fan sees only 
better days ahead.

“We want more kids to join 
us so we can have enough 
children to become a com-
plete club and build our own 
culture,” he said.

“And we want more people 
to know about our story so we 
can inspire them.” AFP

chinese parents save 
American Football team

 Coach Paul Rene (left) stretches with children and their parents in Hangzhou. STR/AFP

Chinese parents pooled together money to keep the Hangzhou Clovers American Football Club alive. STR/AFP



PATRICK Cantlay held off Spain’s 
second-ranked Jon Rahm and third-
ranked US compatriot Justin Thomas 
on Sunday to capture to Zozo Cham-
pionship for his third career US PGA 
title.

The 28-year-old from the US made 
a career-best nine birdies in firing a 
final-round seven-under par 65 to 
finish on 23-under 265 after 72 holes 
at Sherwood Country Club.

“It means a lot. I’m really happy to 
have won this week,” Cantlay said. “I 
was hitting a lot of good shots. I real-
ly felt comfortable with my swing.”

Thomas and Rahm shared second 
on 266, with Thomas closing by mak-
ing a four-foot birdie putt to match 
the Spaniard – preventing Rahm from 
overtaking absent Dustin Johnson for 
the world number one ranking.

Cantlay birdied four of the first six 
holes, made his first bogey of the 
event only on Sunday’s eighth hole, 
then followed it with birdies at the 
ninth, par-5 11th and three in a row 
starting at the par-3 13th.

“I’ve been playing really well the 
last little stretch,” Cantlay said. “I just 
hadn’t put it together four days in a 
row.

“This week was different. It was 
nice to get off to a good start. It went 
pretty well.”

Thomas, the 2017 PGA Champion-
ship winner, and Rahm were each 
denied their third titles of the year.

“I just didn’t play very well. It’s 
unfortunate,” Thomas said. “To play 
the par-5s one-under is unacceptable 
when you’re trying to win.

“I fought like hell. There’s no excus-
es other than poor execution. It just 
sucks when you’re right there and you 
don’t get it done.”

Cantlay’s prior PGA titles came in 
2017 at Las Vegas and the 2019 Memo-
rial tournament.

“It feels like my game has been gear-
ing up for this,” Cantlay said. “It’s com-
ing together in time for the Masters.”

World number 14 Cantlay holed 
15-foot birdie putt at the par-4 ninth 
and a five-footer at 11 to stand third 
at 21-under.

He added a two-putt birdie from 
45 feet at the par-5 13th, a 17-foot 
putt at the par-4 14th and a 10-foot 
birdie putt at the par-3 15th to reach 
24-under, two ahead of Thomas 
with Rahm three adrift.

Thomas went onto grass on a cliff 
edge beyond the 15th green, popped 
the ball onto the green and took his 
first bogey in 24 holes to fall two back 
of Cantlay with three to play.

Cantlay missed the green with his 
approach at the par-5 16th and took 
a bogey, his lead down to two, while 
Rahm dropped his approach three 
feet from the cup and made the bird-
ie putt to pull within one.

Thomas found water to the right of 
the 16th green on his way to bogey 
and fell two adrift.

“That was just so pathetic,” Thomas 
said. “I was just so afraid to hit it left.”

Rahm missed a 15-foot birdie putt at 
the par-3 17th and a 19-foot birdie putt 
at the last to ensure Cantlay’s victory.

“I thought the one at 17 was in the 
whole way and it just stayed right,” 

Rahm said. “It’s just golf. That’s what 
it is. It happens.”

Rory’s 29-birdie week 
Rory McIlroy, hoping to complete a 

career Grand Slam by winning next 
month’s Masters, made a career-best 
29 birdies for the week but finished 
well back on 273.

“I made 29, which is more than enough 

to win golf tournaments,” McIlroy said. 
“I just need to cut out the mistakes.

“If I can keep making that many 
birdies every tournament, sooner or 
later I’m going to get rid of the bad 
stuff and I’m going to be right there.”

Reigning Masters champion Tiger 
Woods, who won last year’s Zozo in 
Japan before the event was moved due 
to the Covid-19 pandemic, fired a 74 to 

share 72nd in a field of 77 on 287.
“The only thing I can take out of this 

week . . . is I putted well. I feel like I 
rolled it great,” Woods said. “Unfortu-
nately, most of them were for pars and 
a couple for bogeys here and there.”

Woods was four strokes ahead of 
five-time major winner Phil Mickel-
son, who closed with a 78 and finished 
76th. afp
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brady passes brees as leader in TDs
T

oM brady surpassed 
Drew brees as the 
all-time NFL leader 
in touchdown passes 

on Sunday as the Tampa bay 
buccaneers routed the Las 
Vegas Raiders 45-20.

The six-time Super bowl 
champion brady threw four 
touchdown passes and ran 
for another as he completed 
33 of 45 passes for 369 yards 
and no interceptions.

brady now has thrown 559 
touchdown passes in his ca-
reer to eclipse brees, who has 
558. brady reached the mark 
with a one-yard pass to rookie 
Tyler Johnson with just over 
three minutes remaining to 
seal the victory.

“We’re 5-2, in a decent 
place, not quite at the half-
way point in the year,” brady 
said. “We’ve got a lot of foot-
ball left. We’re going to need 
everybody, and we’re going 
to need everybody’s best. And 
we’re going to try to meet the 
challenge every week.”

Chris Godwin caught nine 
passes for 88 yards, including 
a four-yard touchdown pass 
in the fourth to make it 31-20, 
and Scotty Miller caught six 
passes for a career-high 109 
yards and a touchdown for the 
buccaneers. Rob Gronkowski 
caught five passes for 62 yards 
and a touchdown.

Leonard Fournette returned 
from a foot injury to run for 
a game-high 50 yards on 11 
carries in the win.

Quarterback Derek Carr 
completed 24-of-36 passes 
for 284 yards and two touch-
downs. Carr was making his 
100th career start.

In Nashville, ben Roethlis-
berger threw for two touch-
down passes to Diontae John-
son as the Pittsburgh Steelers 
won the battle of the unbeaten 
teams on Sunday with a 27-24 
win over the Tennessee Titans.

Roethlisberger was 32 of 49 
passes for 268 total yards as 
the Steelers had a productive 
first half, led by 20 points in 
the third quarter then held on 

for the win.
Titans kicker Stephen Gost-

kowski had a chance to tie the 
game with a field goal with 19 
seconds left on the clock but 
missed the 45-yard attempt 
as Tennessee dropped to 5-1 
on the season.

benny Snell also had a 
touchdown run for the Steel-
ers, who are now a perfect 6-0 
and are the only undefeated 

team in the league.
Ryan Tannehill completed 18 

of 30 passes for 220 yards for 
the Titans, with scoring passes 
to Corey Davis and A.J. brown, 
who had 153 receiving yards.

elsewhere, baker May-
field threw a career-high five 
touchdowns and a franchise 
record 21 consecutive pass-
es to power the Cleveland 
browns to a 37-34 win over 

the Cincinnati bengals.
bengals rookie quarterback 

Joe burrow also had a big 
night completing 35 of 47 for 
406 yards with three touch-
downs and one interception. 

Mayfield had to overcome a 
poor start which saw him fail 
to complete a pass in the first 
quarter. but the third-year 
quarterback finished 22 of 28 
for 297 yards. 

Mayfield’s only incomple-
tion after the string of 21 
came on a spike to stop the 
clock with 16 seconds left and 
the bengals leading 34-31. 

Mayfield shines 
on the next snap, Mayfield 

connected with rookie Dono-
van Peoples-Jones down the 
right sideline for a 24-yard 
game-winning touchdown 
with 11 seconds left. 

Myles Garrett had two sacks 
and set a franchise record with 
a sack in a sixth straight game. 

In Phoenix, Zane Gonzalez 
kicked a 48-yard field goal 
with 15 seconds left in over-
time to lift the Arizona Cardi-
nals a 37-34 victory over the 
Seattle Seahawks.

It marked the first time in 
the contest the Cardinals had 
the lead as they handed the 
Seahawks their first loss of 
the season.

The Seahawks defeat means 
the Steelers are the only re-
maining unbeaten team in 
the league.

The Dallas Cowboys’ injury-
plagued season got a whole 
lot worse as second-string 
quarterback Andy Dalton 
was forced out of their 25-3 
loss to the Washington Foot-
ball Team in the third quarter 
with concussion.

Dalton – making his second 
start in place of starter Dak 
Prescott who is out for the sea-
son after needing surgery on a 
compound fracture of his right 
ankle –  took a vicious hit to the 
head from linebacker Jon bostic 
as he slid to the turf with 6:22 to 
play in the third quarter. bostic 
was ejected. afp

Cantlay holds off Rahm, Thomas to capture Zozo win 

Tampa Bay’s Tom Brady surpassed Drew Brees as the all-time NFL leader in touchdown passes on Sunday with 559. afp

Patrick Cantlay, 28,  captured his third US PGA title by firing a final-round seven-under par 65 to finish on 23-under 265 after 72 
holes at Sherwood Country Club.  afp
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Kershaw carries 
Dodgers to brink 
of World Series 
t

He Los Angeles Dodgers, 
led by pitcher clayton Ker-
shaw’s gutsy performance, 
shook off a crushing defeat 

to beat tampa bay 4-2 and move 
within one win of their first World 
Series title in 32 years on Sunday.

Joc Pederson and Max Muncy 
homered for the Dodgers and Ker-
shaw notched the 13th post-season 
win of his career – his fourth this 
post-season – as Los Angeles took 
a three-games-to-two lead in Ma-
jor League baseball’s best-of-seven 
championship series.

“tonight was a grind, all the way 
through,” said Kershaw. “My slider 
wasn’t as good as it was in game one. 
but I stuck with the game plan.

“to only give up two runs is huge 
for me.”

Kershaw and the Dodgers, who 
came up agonizingly short in World 
Series appearances in 2017 and 
2018, can lock up their first title 
since 1988 in game six at Globe Life 
Field in Arlington on tuesday.

“It is very exciting, but at same 
time we’ve got to win one more. I 
am going to keep it together for one 
more game,” Kershaw said.

Kershaw, a three-time cy Young 
Award-winner whose Hall of Fame 
resume is lacking a World Series ti-
tle, pitched 5 2/3 innings, giving up 
two runs on five hits.

His six strikeouts took his career 
post-season tally to a record 207 – sur-
passing the 205 of Justin Verlander.

Perhaps his most memorable throw 
to home on the night, however, wasn’t 
a pitch, but a sharp throw to cut down 

Manuel Margo as he tried to steal 
home and thwart a rays rally attempt.

the Dodgers insisted they were 
over the disappointment of game 
four, when a couple of Dodgers errors 
helped the rays walk off 8-7 winners 
after being down to their last strike.

It certainly looked as if they had 
put it behind them when they leapt 
on rays pitcher tyler Glasnow in the 
first inning.

Dodgers shortstop corey Seager 
said battling Glasnow and pushing 
up his pitch count would be key, and 
Los Angeles did a good job of it.

Mookie betts led off with a stand-
up double and scored on a single 
from Seager. Seager reached second 
and third on two wild pitches from 
Glasnow and scored on a single 
from cody bellinger before Glasnow 
– who became the first pitcher to 
throw three wild pitches in a World 
Series game – ended the inning after 
throwing 34 pitches.

Pederson led off the second with a 
home run, clubbing a 98-mph fastball 
from Glasnow over the  left centerfield 
wall to give the Dodgers a 3-0 lead.

Muncy’s towering homer off a 
Glasnow fastball with two outs in 
the fifth put the Dodgers up 4-2.

“that one felt pretty good,” Mun-
cy said. “[It’s] not to many times you 
connect right middle of the barrel. It 
felt really solid.”

the rays had pulled back two 
runs in the bottom of the third when 
Yandy Diaz belted a line drive down 
the right field line that betts couldn’t 
corral for a run-scoring triple.

Diaz scored on a single from 

randy Arozarena, whose 27th hit of 
these playoffs gave him the record 
for most in a single post-season.

Kershaw kept the rays from build-
ing any momentum, despite the 
aggressive efforts of Manuel Mar-
got, who drew a walk to lead off the 
fourth, stole second and reached 
third when the attempt to catch him 
at second failed.

Kershaw nailed Margot as he tried 
to steal home to end the inning and 
retired three straight in the fifth and 
two in the sixth before handing over 
to Dustin May.

“It has happened to me before,” of 
Margot’s attempt to steal home. “I 
work on that with the first baseman. 
I just know now to step up fast and 
throw it.

“that was a big out for us right there.”

rays manager Kevin cash called it 
a “frustrating inning.”

“Man on third, no outs, first and 
third, no outs. Pop-up, strike out and 
then get thrown out trying to do that. 
Ideally, we’ve got to find a way to get 
that guy in to tie the game there.”

Dodgers fans, the majority of the 
11,437 in attendance at the neu-
tral venue, booed when Dodgers 
manager Dave roberts went to the 
mound to tell Kershaw his night was 
done after he retired the first two 
batters of the sixth inning,

but they cheered Kershaw as he 
headed to the dugout and the Dodg-
ers bullpen didn’t let them down.

May recorded five outs before yield-
ing to Victor Gonzalez, who faced the 
potential go-ahead run at the plate in 
the eighth but retired Arozarena and 

brandon Lowe to end the inning.

Rays aim to rebound 
blake treinen gave up a leadoff 

single in the ninth, but retired the 
next three to gain the save.

While the Dodgers looked toward 
tuesday saying they needed to keep fo-
cused on the game at hand, and not on 
hoisting the trophy, the rays said they 
would come ready to bounce back.

tampa bay won game-five and 
game-seven series clinchers this 
post-season, and Kiermaier said 
they could do it again.

“If there’s any team who can re-
spond well with their backs against 
the wall, knowing what’s at stake – 
we’re in a situation now where it’s win 
or go home – our group is the group 
to come through,” he said. afp

Vardy rocks Arsenal as Leicester climbs into fourth
breNDAN rodgers saluted 
“world-class” Jamie Vardy after 
he sealed Leicester’s late 1-0 
win as spluttering Arsenal 
crashed to a third defeat in 
their last four Premier League 
games on Sunday.

Vardy was only fit enough for 
the bench after a calf injury, but 
Foxes manager rodgers sent 
the striker on with 30 minutes 
left. Vardy responded with his 
sixth goal of the season.

the 33-year-old has made a 
habit of tormenting Arsenal 
and has now scored 11 goals in 
12 Premier League games 
against them.

“our plan was always to 
bring Jamie Vardy into the 
game and he can stretch it,” 
said rodgers.

“He makes the big contribu-
tions in the big games,” he 
added after Leicester’s first win 
at Arsenal since 1973.

“that shows you the level he 
is at and he is a world-class 
player. I’m lucky to have him.”

Leicester climbed to fourth 
after ending a run of two suc-
cessive league defeats.

“We deserved it, we played 

against a really good side and 
have players who can run in 
behind,” rodgers said.

“to keep a clean sheet and 
play with the quality and calm-
ness was good.”

Arsenal are languishing in 
10th after a second consecu-
tive league loss following their 
1-0 defeat at Manchester city 

last weekend.
but it might have been a dif-

ferent story when, early in a 
then goalless game, Arsenal’s 
Alexandre Lacazette headed in 
from a corner only for his 
effort to be disallowed for off-
side against Granit Xhaka.

Gunners boss Mikel Arteta 
was also disappointed by his 

team’s lack of cutting edge.
“I’m really disappointed, we 

had it in our hands in the first 
half and I don’t know how the 
hell Lacazette’s goal was disal-
lowed,” Arteta said.

“It is difficult to create spac-
es with 10 men behind the ball, 
but we should have finished 
the game better.” 

the principle problem is a 
sudden dip in form for captain 
Pierre-emerick Aubameyang.

the Gabon forward is with-
out a goal in his last five league 
games -- his worst drought 
since 2014, although he did net 
against rapid Vienna in the 
europa League on thursday.

Aubameyang has scored just 
once in the league this season, 
hardly the kind of form Arteta 
would have hoped for after 
handing the striker a lucrative 
new contract in September.

Arsenal’s ability to challenge for 
a top four place rests on Aubam-
eyang leading the charge. So far 
this term he has been a flop.

Luiz blow 
Arsenal keeper bernd Leno 

was at fault for the goal his side 
conceded in Vienna and the 
German nearly gifted Leicester 
the lead inside the first two 
minutes.

Leno came dashing way off his 
line but his attempted clearance 
went straight to James Maddi-
son. the midfielder’s 40-yard 
effort floated just wide.

Alexandre Lacazette headed 

in from an Arsenal corner 
moments later, but the goal 
was disallowed for offside 
against Granit Xhaka.

Arsenal were on top and 
bukayo Saka’s strike forced a 
good save from Kasper Sch-
meichel before Aubameyang 
headed over from Kieran tier-
ney’s cross.

Lacazette should have done 
better with a good chance from 
another tierney cross before 
Saka shot into the side-netting.

Arsenal suffered a blow when 
David Luiz limped off early in 
the second half.

Arteta sent on Nicolas Pepe 
midway through the half in a 
bid to perk Arsenal up.

bellerin brought a good save 
from Schmeichel when he met 
Aubameyang’s cross with a 
powerful volley.

but Arsenal were hit with a 
sucker punch in the 80th 
minute.

Youri tielemans’ ball over 
the top for cengiz Under was 
perfectly weighted and the 
turk squared across goal for 
Vardy to head into the empty 
net. afp

Clayton Kershaw put in a gutsy performance and only allowed two runs as the Dodgers beat Tampa Bay 4-2. getty Images/afp

Jamie Vardy set aside a calf injury and came off the bench to score a monster header against Arsenal with 
just 30 minutes left in the match. afp
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