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Gov’t gifts masks as three 
new Covid cases detected 
Mom Kunthear

T
HE government has pro-
vided two million masks to 
Phnom Penh and Siem Reap 
province to be distributed 

to residents after the discovery of 
Covid-19 community transmission. 

Prime Minister Hun Sen said the 
masks are in addition to two million 
masks that were already given out in 
the capital on November 11.

Ministry of Health officials, 
meanwhile, have urged people who 

might have been involved or affect-
ed since the community transmis-
sion was detected on November 28 
to provide information to the min-
istry in order to pin down the source 
of the coronavirus quickly. The 
ministry has so far tested 8,212 people.

Health ministry spokeswoman Or 
Vandine said people need to be hon-
est in providing information related 
to any potential connection to the 
spread of the virus.

“Your information will help us 
search for the source of the transmis-

sion faster. If it takes a long time the 
transmission will grow bigger and it 
will be harder for us to estimate the 
size of the epidemic,” she said in a 
recorded message on December 1.

According to a health ministry press 
release dated December 2, there have 
been no new local transmission cas-
es since the November 29-30 testing 
revealed 17 positive test results.

The remaining 1,081 samples were 
due to be tested on December 2.

Minister of National Defence Tea 
Banh said he had done his part. 

“As of December 2, I, my colleagues 
and those surrounding me who were 
involved with the November 28 com-
munity transmission have tested for 
Covid-19. We are under self-quaran-
tine for 14 days and practice the meas-
ures as instructed by the health min-
istry,” he said in a Facebook post.

On December 2, the Kampong Cham 
Provincial Administration also clarified 
governor Un Chanda’s report to Prime 
Minister Hun Sen that said six people 

In a historic 
first, UK set 
to introduce 
Covid vaccine
BRITAIN on December 2 became the 
first Western country to approve a 
Covid-19 vaccine for general use, 
announcing a rollout of Pfizer-BioN-
Tech’s drug from next week in a his-
toric advance for humanity’s fight 
against the coronavirus.

“Help is on its way,” health secre-
tary Matt Hancock tweeted as his 
department announced emergency 
use approval by the UK’s independ-
ent Medicines and Healthcare prod-
ucts Regulatory Agency (MHRA).

“The NHS [National Health Service] 
stands ready to start vaccinating 
early next week,” he said, noting: 
“The UK is the first country in the 
world to have a clinically approved 
vaccine for supply.”

The health ministry said priority 
groups to receive the jab will include 
care home residents, health and care 
staff, the elderly and the clinically 
extremely vulnerable.

An initial supply of 800,000 doses will 
be available, Hancock said. “This will 
start small and ramp up,” he told BBC 
radio, anticipating “millions of doses” 
to be available by the end of the year.

The breakthrough will encourage 
hopes the world can finally get back on 
course in 2021 after a year of traumat-
ic losses, both human and economic. 

The novel coronavirus has killed 
nearly 1.5 million people since the out-
break emerged 12 months ago. At least 
63 million cases have been registered.

Other vaccines expected to come on 
stream soon include ones from Moderna 
and AstraZeneca/Oxford University. 

The US and Europe on December 1 
fleshed out plans to administer Covid-
19 vaccines as soon as they gain approv-
al, with a US panel recommending 
that health care workers and nursing 
home residents be given top priority.

In the US, an advisory panel of the 
Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention proposed that healthcare 
workers and nursing home residents 
– 24 million people in total – be the 
first in line for Covid jabs.

Those two groups have accounted 
for about 40 per cent of deaths thus 
far in the US, which has the world’s 
highest coronavirus toll. Britain has 
the highest toll in Europe.

The European Medicines Agency 
said it would hold an extraordinary 
meeting on December 29 “at the latest” 
to consider emergency approval for the 
vaccine developed by Germany’s BioN-
Tech and US giant Pfizer. AFPcontinued – page 3

police officers hand out face masks to motorists in phnom penh as part of the government’s preventive measures against the spread of covid-19. AFP



Niem Chheng

JAPANESE Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Toshimitsu Motegi 
issued letters of commenda-
tion to two Cambodian offi-
cials for their contribution to 
the promotion of friendship 
between Japan and Cambodia, 
according to a press statement 
from the Japanese embassy on 
December 1.

The two recognised officials 
were Dr Mey Kalyan, a senior 
adviser at the Supreme Nation-
al Economic Council, and Brig-
adier General Hout Sothy, the 
Oddar Meanchey provincial 
police chief. Kalyan has been 
promoting economic relations 
between Japan and Cambodia 
while Sothy has worked to sup-
port Japanese nationals requir-
ing assistance in Cambodia, the 
statement said.

The embassy explained that 
the foreign minister’s com-
mendations are awarded to 
individuals or groups to 
acknowledge their outstand-
ing achievements in interna-
tional matters and the 
advancement of friendship 
between Japan and other 
countries. An award ceremony 
for the two public figures will 
be organised in due course.

Sothy told The Post on Decem-
ber 2: “I am delighted to receive 
this commendation from the 
Japanese foreign ministry. As a 
Cambodian citizen, I am proud 
to contribute to our nation’s 
relationship with Japan. 

“I am honoured and encour-
aged to continue my efforts to 
promote the spirit of Cambodia-
Japan cooperation,” he said.

Sothy worked as Japanese-
speaking tour guide in Siem 
Reap province before joining 
the police in 2006. As a provin-
cial police officer, he used his 
language proficiency to fulfil 
the needs of Japanese tourists 
and investors in Cambodia, 
particularly in Siem Reap, and 
to ensure their security. 

His work has attracted many 
Japanese donors to sponsor 
orphans in Siem Reap as well as 
to build schools, a hospital, an 
education centre and ground-
water wells for the community. 
He also brought Cambodian 
students to visit Japan.

Similarly, Kalyan said the com-
mendation letter was a great 
honour for him to be recognised 
publicly for his efforts, and 
despite being 67 years old already, 
he is motivated to continue.

“I am really happy about 
this. People have written to me 
saying this is a proud moment 
for our nation and congratu-
lating me. Some said I had 
contributed a lot to the coun-
try. I am happy and humbled 
for the praise,” he said.

Kalyan went to Japan in 
1974 to study and stayed 15 
years there until completing 
a PhD in development eco-
nomics. He worked for five 
years with a trade company 
in Japan followed by 20 years 
in the US and Italy before 
returning to Cambodia.

Currently, Kalyan is presi-
dent of the Cambodia-Japan 
Association for Business and 
Investment (CJBI) which 
brings together small and 
medium enterprises (SMEs) in 
discussion forums to share 
experiences. He also coordi-
nates for Cambodian alumni 
graduated from Japan.

“It is vital to develop our 
friendships with all countries 
and Japan is an important 
neighbour of Cambodia. For 
the sake of our country, we 
must maintain strong com-
munication with our devel-
oped neighbours and ask for 
their assistance. 

“Our goal is the develop-
ment of our nation, and our 
hearts are in our efforts. I will 
devote myself to making 
improvements in economic 
sectors, including investment, 
education, science, agriculture 
and research,” he said.
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Nov Sivutha

KAMPOT provincial officials 
are seeking a solution with Viet-
namese authorities to enable 
smooth cross-border rice com-
merce and resolve lingering 
concerns over traffic conges-
tion and customs procedures.

At the border checkpoint in 
Kampong Trach district’s Prek 
Kroes commune on the east-
ern terminus of National Road 
1315, hundreds of Vietnam-
bound vehicles are subject to 
lengthy delays each day. Many 
of these vehicles carry goods for 
cross-border trade.

Kampot provincial Depart-
ment of Agriculture, Forestry 
and Fisheries director Chan 
Rith told The Post on Decem-
ber 1 that on any given day, as 
much as 1,200 tonnes of rice re-
mains loaded on trucks that are 
unable to cross the border.

He said provincial authorities 
are currently coordinating with 
the Vietnamese side to get the 
rice trucks to enter Vietnam as 
soon as possible.

As government initiatives 
centred on shoring up rice ex-
ports encourage more profit-
seeking farmers to scale up 
production, Rith explained that 
traders are scrambling to ship 
the commodity to Vietnam in 
larger quantities.

According to him, despite the 
Covid-19 pandemic this year, 
Cambodian farmers have pro-

duced a bumper crop of rice 
with the intention of selling it 
in Vietnam. Unfortunately, the 
pandemic has also prompted 
Vietnamese authorities to ban 
many imports, resulting in the 
current congestion and delays 
in crossing the border.

“Upon entering Vietnam, 
we are required to change 
drivers. There are not enough 
Vietnamese drivers, which 
leaves hundreds of vehicles 
stranded each day.

“Additionally, the Vietnam-
ese side limits the hours of 
operation at the checkpoint 
so the gate is open only from 
6am to 6pm. If trucks are over-
loaded, their inspections and 
processing take more time, 
further delaying other vehicles 
in the queue,” Rith said.

He added that in the near 
future, Kampot provincial au-
thorities would set up a new 

commission to coordinate 
and discuss with the Viet-
namese side. They will seek 
to establish mutual proce-
dures in accordance with pri-
or agreements between the 
two national governments, 
with the goal of facilitating 
more efficient processing and 
greater volumes of cross-bor-
der trade.

A representative of traders 
who transport rice for sale in 
Vietnam (who asked to remain 
anonymous) said a bureaucrat-
ic bottleneck is the primary rea-
son for the regular traffic jams.

At the border checkpoint, he 
said, a procedure requires rice 
traders to transfer their goods 
via a company created for the 
purpose of handling taxation.

The Cambodian government 
does not impose this restriction 
on incoming goods, in accor-
dance with bilateral compacts, 

and its imposition by the Viet-
namese side does not comply 
with these agreements, he as-
serted.

The representative added that 
traders have protested these 
conditions, but the protests 
have been ineffective at resolv-
ing the issues.

He called for fully reopening 
the Prek Chak international 
border checkpoint in Kampong 
Trach’s southwestern Russey 
Srok Khang Lech commune to 
increase processing of goods 
moving across the border.

“Each day at this checkpoint, 
there are hundreds of trucks 
transporting rice. Each truck 
carries up to five tonnes of rice 
coming from Phnom Penh and 
provinces across the country.

“Due to traffic congestion 
and other restrictions, a sig-
nificant portion of the cargo is 
undeliverable in a timely man-
ner. The goods are damaged in 
transport, reducing their sale 
value,” he said.

Kampot provincial governor 
Cheav Tay led a meeting on No-
vember 30 regarding exporting 
rice to neighbouring countries 
and the situation at border 
checkpoints.

As a result, the provincial ad-
ministration will create a team 
to address issues related cross-
border rice commerce and de-
vise a mechanism to mediate 
problems that currently hinder 
trade.

Kampot seeks smoother VN border

Event marking end of Khmer 
Rouge gives way to Covid-19
Orm Bunthoeurn

T
HE recent Covid-19 
outbreak has forced 
the government 
to cancel a formal 

event to mark the creation 
of the Kampuchean United 
Front for National Salvation 
(known by its French acro-
nym, FUNSK) which led to 
the toppling of the genocidal 
Khmer Rouge regime.

On December 2, Cambodian 
People’s Party (CPP) spokes-
man Sok Eysan said given the 
circumstances of the Covid-
19 pandemic, party leaders in 
provinces, districts and com-
munes met in small gather-
ings at local CPP headquarters 
to mark the 42nd anniversary 
of establishing the movement 
in 1978.  

Eysan elaborated that Cam-
bodia had traditionally com-
memorated the date with a 
mass gathering at the Decem-
ber 2 Monument compound. 
The gatherings were attended 
by the prime minster and the 
presidents of the Senate and 
the National Assembly. Typi-
cally, ceremonies included 
musical and theatrical per-
formances and other events 
related to establishing the lib-
eration campaign.

In a Facebook post, Prime 
Minister and CPP president 
Hun Sen wrote: “December 2, 
2020, is the 42nd anniversary 
of the birth of the national 
salvation movement that re-
claimed the lives of the Cam-

bodian people from the Pol 
Pot regime. The Kampuchean 
United Front for National 
Salvation was established by 
patriotic heroes with solidar-
ity from Cambodians at home 
and abroad.”

The post explained that the 
name of the movement was 
changed post-facto to the Sol-
idarity Front for the Develop-
ment of the Cambodian Moth-
erland (SFDCM), which is now 
a leading organisation of the 
CPP in the liberation zone of 
Snuol district’s Pi Thnou com-
mune in Kratie province.

The campaign was greatly 
assisted by volunteer Vietnam-
ese troops and the support of 
allies around the world, even-
tually toppling the Democrat-
ic Kampuchea regime. 

“A great victory on January 
7, 1979, ended that dark and 
unprecedented chapter in 
Cambodian history. It ush-
ered in a new era. The rights 
and freedoms of Cambodian 
people were restored, allow-
ing opportunities to rebuild 
our motherland. We all clear-
ly understand that without 
the significant events of these 

dates, today’s progress and 
prosperity would not be pos-
sible. This is the truth of his-
tory,” Hun Sen said.

National Democratic Insti-
tute president Pa Chanroeun 
said that December 2 is a day 
of remembrance, the events 
and lessons of which are rel-
evant to all Cambodians.

“We should learn the his-
tory and heed its lessons. We 
can carry the positive insights 
with us into the future, and we 
must always remember the 
negatives in order to prevent 
their recurrence,” he said.

Covid-19 outbreaks forced the government to cancel a formal event to mark the founding of the Kampuchean 
United Front for National Salvation which led to the toppling of the Khmer Rouge regime. spm

At the border checkpoint in Prek Kroes commune, hundreds of 
Vietnam-bound vehicles are subject to lengthy delays. supplied

Japan recognises local 
officials for fostering 
national friendship 
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in the province had tested 
positive on November 30 and 
december 1.

It said the report had been 
misinterpreted, with some 
social media users spreading 
misinformation that the six 
had contracted the virus from 
the driver for director-general 
of prisons chhem Savuth, who 
along with his wife tested pos-
itive for covid-19 and directly 
involved in the November 28 
community transmission.    

The provincial administration 
said the six people had visited 
their relatives in Prey chhor dis-
trict on November 24 and 25, 
prior to the health ministry’s 
November 28 announcement of 
community transmission. 

It said the provincial gover-
nor acted immediately to 
search for those who had 
direct contact with them. and 
found eight people. Provincial 
health officials have since 
brought the eight people for 
medical check-ups, took sam-
ples for testing and sent them 
to quarantine at a hotel.

As part of preventive meas-
ures, the ministry of Public 
Works and Transport 
announced the temporary sus-
pension of training sessions at 
driving schools, car garages and 
driver’s licence exams for 15 
days from december 1 to 15.

The Aeon 1 mall – which was 
temporarily closed after it was 
discovered that Savuth’s wife 
had been there to eat and shop 
before testing positive for cov-
id-19 on November 28 – was 
reopened by the health minis-
try on december 2 after 
screening more than 3,000 
people for the virus. All the 
tests came back negative.

On december 2, the health 
ministry confirmed three new 
imported cases. In a press 
release, it said the three include 
a 26-year-old cambodian man 

who arrived in cambodia from 
Japan on November 18 via 
South Korea. He tested posi-
tive on the 13th day of quaran-
tine on his second test.

The second is a 46-yer-old 
cambodian man who travelled 
on the same flight. both were 
travelling with 48 other passen-
gers, all of whom tested negative 
and are being quarantined.

The third case involves a 
35-year-old cambodian woman 
from Kampot province’s Teuk 
chhou district. She travelled 
from china and arrived in cam-
bodia on November 18 with 161 
passengers on her flight. 

As of december 2, cambodia 
has recorded a total of 329 cov-
id-19 cases. Of the number, 304 
have been discharged from hos-
pitals and 25 are being treated 
at the Khmer-Soviet Friendship 
Hospital and chak Angre Health 
centre in Phnom Penh.

meanwhile, Prime minister 
Hun Sen said more than one 
million masks and other mate-
rials were being transported 
from Phnom Penh at 5am on 
december 2 to the govern-
ment of east Timor.

The transport of cambo-
dian aid was led by ministry 
of Foreign Affairs secretary of 
state Ouch borith who was 
accompanied by health rep-
resentatives.

The aid consists of 1.05 mil-
lion masks – including one mil-
lion standard-grade masks and 
10,000 N95 masks – 10,000 pairs 
of protective glasses, 10,000 sets 
of safety clothing for health offi-
cials, 250 thermometers, 10,000 
face shields, 10 respirators, 10 
TVs, 250 cases of antiseptic pow-
der, 25kg of type-b chlorine, 500 
pairs of safety boots and 1,000 
bars of hand soap.

The government has also 
provided more than two mil-
lion masks and other medical 
equipment to Laos and more 
than two million masks to 
myanmar.

People involved in Nov 
28 event urged to take 
covid test, quarantine

Long Kimmarita

THe bar Association of the Kingdom 
of cambodia (bAKc) has announced 
the recruitment of 60 individuals into 
the 18th class of law students through 
entrance examinations at the centre 
for Lawyers Training & Legal Profes-
sional Improvement (LTc).

bAKc’s announcement on Novem-
ber 30 said applications for the new 
class of law students will be accepted 
from december 3 until February 19 
next year. Among the selection crite-
ria, candidates must be cambodian 
citizens with at least a bachelor’s de-
gree in law and must not have any 
prior criminal convictions.

bar Association president Ly chan-
tola told The Post on december 2 that 
cambodia now has a total of 2,287 
legal practitioners, including 1,721 
full-time attorneys and 337 interns.

He said that selecting these new law 
students, as well as sustaining future 
recruitment, is critical for maintain-
ing  a sufficient pool of legal talent to 
serve the nation’s needs. The new re-
cruits will replace the 17th class of law 
students who graduated in August.

As the newly elected president of 
the bAKc, chantola is committed 
to recruiting talented and ethical 
lawyers who will contribute to the 
promotion and development of the 
legal and judicial sectors, enhancing 
the public image and prestige of the 
legal profession.

“I will take all measures to ensure 
transparency and efficiency in this 
competition. I would also like to call 
on those who already have law training 
and other advanced degrees to partici-
pate.  All candidates should study hard 
to prepare for this exam,” he said. 

“economic background is not a de-
termining factor for passing or fail-
ing,” chantola emphasised. “Abilities 
and merits will determine success.”

The entrance exam date for new 
programme will be announced soon, 
he explained, suggesting it might be 
three or four months following the 
closing date for receipt of applica-
tions.

Transparency International cam-
bodia executive director Pech Pisey 
praised chantola for his commit-
ment to selecting a new generation 
of lawyers with the appropriate val-

ues, abilities and knowledge neces-
sary to uphold the responsibilities 
of their positions.

If these standards can be realised, 
Pisey said, it would be possible to 
ensure the integrity of the selection 
of new law enforcement officers and 
other justice officials – an integral 
foundation to providing effective 
protection and justice for society.

“If we can select good officials, we 
can expect that our community will 
be better served, and regardless of 
whether someone is poor or rich, 
each person will have equal rights 
to justice before the law,” he said.

He added that achieving this goal 
is predicated on the fair selection of 
officials with whom the public may 
place their trust.

Pisey called for an elimination of 
bribery and other irregularities where-
by candidates might illegitimately 
secure exam seats or passing grades. 
These issues have long plagued re-
cruitment procedures, he said, and he 
expects these issues to be addressed 
conclusively in order to find candi-
dates who are truly capable and will-
ing to serve the interests of society.

bar Association recruits students for legal training

ASeAN countries united in 
combating drug trafficking
Long Kimmarita

N
ATIONAL Author-
ity for combat-
ing drugs (NAcd) 
secretary-general 

meas Virith said drug traffick-
ing is an organised crime in 
Southeast Asia and officials 
from ASeAN countries are 
committed to combating it. 

He made the statement 
during the virtual 41st ASeAN 
Senior Officials’ meeting on 
drug control on december 
1. chaired by Indonesia, the 
meeting was also attended 
by representatives from other 
ASeAN countries’ drug con-
trol institutions. 

The meeting is a continua-
tion of the 40th ASeAN Senior 
Officials’ meeting on drug 
control that cambodia host-
ed in 2019.

Virith told The Post on de-
cember 2 that the meeting 
discussed measures taken last 
year to jointly prevent cross-
border drug trafficking, as well 
as jointly eliminating major 
drug ringleaders in each ASe-
AN country and the region.

He said that in order to ef-
ficiently combat drug syn-
dicates, a decision from the 
meeting was to set up the “1511 
plan”, which is to be jointly im-
plemented by countries within 
the mekong region – china, 
cambodia, Laos, myanmar, 
Vietnam and Thailand.

The plan is a strong mes-
sage to drug syndicates, in-
dicating the countries will be 
increasing efforts to monitor 
and eradicate drug trafficking 
activities in the region.

“Last year cambodia present-
ed an annual report on drug pre-
vention and law enforcement 
when we hosted the meeting. 
We made many achievements 
related to drug control.

“This year, we decided to 
implement what we have dis-
cussed on seven points to sub-

mit to the ministers of those 
ASeAN countries and will 
continue to implement what 
we have agreed,” he said.

Virith said many issues were 
discussed further and various 
responsibilities were assigned 
to each ASeAN member states. 

ASeAN countries will jointly 
implement various measures 
to address the issue includ-
ing education, dissemination 
of information, relevant data 
collection and repression.

“Together, we will work 
to prevent the flow of drug 
trafficking via sea and by air. 
Then there will be prevention 
groups at the border and a 
specific drug inspection team 

at the post office,” he said.
On december 2, Good 

Neighbours cambodia Pro-
gramme development man-
ager Sok dou said based on 
his observation, the drug 
situation remained a pressing 
issue among cambodians, 
especially the youth. 

“The drug problem does 
not seem to be improving, in 
fact, drug use cases are in-
creasing and spreading more 
into rural areas.”

cambodia cannot combat 
the drug problem alone, it 
requires cooperation from 
all countries in the region, 
including Thailand, Vietnam 
and Laos, he said. 

“The drug problem is a sys-
temic and very complicated is-
sue. Law enforcement should 
be strict and enforcement of-
ficers should not be afraid of 
drug ringleaders. If we cannot 
deal with the drug lord, any  
level of drug prevention edu-
cation or outreach measures 
will never be enough to eradi-
cate the problem,” he said.

dou said all ASeAN countries 
should plan and implement 
an efficient drug prevention 
mechanism. He said many 
countries still have many drug 
users, which meant that the 
region still lacks a fully effec-
tive mechanism to combat 
the drug problem.

National Authority for Combating Drugs (NACD) secretary-general Meas Virith said countries in the Mekong 
region and China will jointly implement the “1511“ plan to combat regional drug trafficking. NACD

The Bar Association of the Kingdom of Cambodia recently announced the recruitment 
of 60 individuals into the 18th class of law students through entrance exams. LTC
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Voun Dara

mINISTer of education, Youth 
and Sport Hang chuon Naron 
on december 1 attended a 
regional education confer-
ence to showcase cambodia’s 
pre-school level and general 
knowledge education results. 

chuon Naron made the 
presentation during the 
Southeast Asian ministers 
of education Organisation 
(SeAmeO) online conference, 
which was also broadcasted 
on television nationally, in-
cluding remote areas. 

The conference’s main topic 
was to share and discuss na-
tional, regional and interna-
tional pre-school and general 
knowledge education, at the 
Southeast Asia Primary Learn-
ing metrics (SeA-PLm) level.

chuon Naron said the 
education ministry had 
prepared policy measures 
in response to the result of 
SeA-PLm on “strengthening 
training programmes and 
training teachers”. 

“There is a focus on the 
methods of teaching, reading 
and first-grade mathemat-
ics; promoting qualification 
and paths to careers of school 
principals and teachers, as 
well as strengthen evaluation 
mechanisms to increase their 
work performance.”

He added that the ministry 
had also expanded communi-
ty pre-schools and increased 
their numbers, with the hope 
of upgrading some of them 

into state pre-school. 
On the other hand, the min-

istry had strengthened the 
quality of training commu-
nity pre-school teachers and 
provided learning tools. 

The ministry strengthened 
the quality of education for 
Grade 1 children to reduce 
number of students repeating 
the same grade year. Nutri-
tious foods was also delivered 
to poor communities to feed 
the Grade 1 students. 

The hours of writing, read-
ing short passages and essay 
in the primary level curricu-
lum was also increased.

The ministry had prepared 
libraries on school campuses 
in line with set standards, as 
well as trained librarians in 
managing and using books, 
reading methods in libraries 
to promote reading activities 
outside classes among stu-
dents.

Additionally, the ministry 
addressed the problems of 
hygiene and clean water at 
rural and remote schools.  

SeAmeO said the results of 
the conference had provided 
meaningful information to 
understand the level of re-
sources, practices and learn-
ing outcomes in basic educa-
tion across Southeast Asian 
countries.

It said: “We hope this report, 
as well as further national and 
regional research, offers a new 
policy momentum among 
Southeast Asian countries and 
partners.”

education results shared 
at Southeast Asian meet

Artists to draw for gender cause
Long Kimmarita

T
He ministry of Wom-
en’s Affairs is running 
a graphic and 15-word 
message design com-

petition on Facebook, which is 
part of the World 16 day cam-
paign event to call for the stop 
on violence against women.

The World 16 day cam-
paign event is an initiative 
by the ministry of Women’s 
Affairs, held in conjunction 
of the International day for 
the elimination of Violence 
against Women this year. 

This campaign has started 
from November 25 and will 
continue until december 10. 

According to the press re-
lease of the ministry of Wom-
en’s Affairs (moWA), the design 
competition on Facebook is 
organised by the moWA LWGe 
Program. It is supported by the 
embassy of Sweden in Phnom 
Penh and UNdP cambodia. 

The ministry said that to 
participate in the design com-
petition, Facebook users have 
to post a work of art which has 
been designed with the rele-
vant educational message onto 
the ministry’s Facebook page.

Participants of the compe-
tition stand a chance to win 
rewards ranging from $150 to 
$350, as well as other prizes. 

“In this competition, the 
artwork posting period is from 
december 1 to 6. The top five 
artworks which would have 
garnered the most ‘likes’ will 
become the winners,” said 
the ministry. 

Sar Sineth, Legal Protection 
department deputy director 
of the ministry calls for the 
public to support the 16 days 
campaign, by clicking “like” 
on artworks posted onto the 
ministry’s Facebook page.

“Please share to let your 
friends join in this competition, 
which is open for artwork post-
ing and voting until 5:00pm de-
cember 6. The team organiser 
would like to thank those who 
send artworks to join this com-
petition,” she added. 

She said that violence against 
women and girls continues to 
occur during the current covid-
19 pandemic period we are in. 

besides the competition, 

cambodia has released many 
measures and actions to pre-
vent and eliminate violence 
against women and girls. 

Sineth said that the society 
must take this issue seriously, 
ensure victims are rescued on 
time and people in general is 
aware of the issue. 

Independent singer and 
songwriter chet Kanhchna, 
who joined the 16 day cam-
paign, said that many women 
and girls were verbally and 
physically abused. She en-
courages victims of violence 
to speak out publicly. 

 “I was abused with im-
proper words while riding my 
motorbike to work out. my 

feeling at that time was anx-
ious, scared and furious, but 
I did not give an immediate 
response,” she said.

She urged the public to 
think twice before using 
words and actions that could 
be abusing others. 

The 16 day campaign is 
held to commemorate the In-
ternational day for the elimi-
nation of Violence against 
Women. It started on 25 No-
vember and will conclude on 
Human rights day, which 
falls on december 10, 2020. 

The campaign promotes the 
elimination of gender-related 
violence, and violence against 
women and girls in all forms. 

To participate in the design competition, Facebook users have to post a work of art that addresses violence 
against women. WOMEN AFFAIRS MINISTRY



Wedding venues urged not to 
charge over Covid cancellations
Orm Bunthoeurn

THE Phnom Penh Municipal 
Administration wants owners 
of restaurants and other wed-
ding venues not to charge 
guests who had to cancel or 
postpone plans to protect 
against Covid-19. 

Phnom Penh Municipal Hall 
spokesman Meth Meas Pheak-
dey told The Post the call was 
intended as a contribution in 
the fight against the spread of 
the virus. 

“We just call on people to 
understand,” he said.

Meas Pheakdey said venue 

owners should not demand com-
pensation if a guest has to cancel 
or make excuses for losses. 

“The owners should avoid 
taking this opportunity to 
exploit people who volunteer 
to join the government in pre-
venting and stopping the coro-
navirus in the wake of the 
November 28 community 
transmission of Covid-19 in 
Phnom Penh,” he said.

A wedding venue owner who 
asked not to be named said he 
agreed with the call.

“Since the beginning of Cov-
id-19, I don’t take deposits 
from guests. If guests postpone 

their days I also agree to the 
postponement,” he said.

Sen Tharith, the owner of 
Apsara Tevy Gold Wedding 
Embellishment, said the 
request is reasonable due to 
the circumstances because a 
gathering can lead to a com-
munity transmission. 

However, he said some prob-
lems can happen with the 
postponement of weddings.

“Normally, when we pay for 
a wedding hall we call on oth-
er parties like music bands and 
cooks.  When there is post-
ponement it is difficult to tell 
them,” he said.

Mom Kunthear

PRIME Minister Hun Sen said 
the government has a clear 
vision to ensure persons with 
disabilities and their families 
have good quality of life, with 
6,652 of them currently 
employed by the public and 
private sector.

“They will also get equal rights 
for participation in a society 
that respects an individual’s 
rights and dignity,” he said. 

Hun Sen made the statement 
in a letter marking the 22nd 
anniversary of the Cambodian 
Day for People with Disabili-
ties, as well as the 38th Inter-
national Day of Persons with 
Disabilities. Both occasions 
fall on December 3.

He said 2,860 persons with 
disabilities, including 789 
women, have been employed 
by 40 ministries and other state 
institutions. Among them, 

1,557 have severe disabilities. 
He added that 102 business 

entities from the private sector 
have also employed 3,792 persons 
with disabilities. They include 
banks, microfinance institutions, 
hotels and factories. 

The prime minister said the 
government has called off cel-
ebrations for the International 
Day of Persons with Disabili-
ties, both at national and sub-
national level, this year due to 
Covid-19 constraints. 

“However, as the govern-
ment is committed to promote 
the rights of persons with dis-
abilities, officers were assigned 
to visit centres and some loca-
tions for individuals with dis-
abilities,” he said.

The government has 
launched a Strategic Plan on 
Disability 2019-2023, with a 
focus on increasing employ-
ment and economic security 
to reduce poverty among per-

sons with disabilities. 
The plan aims to promote 

proper employment growth, 
career advancement and cre-
ating jobs to improve living 
standards for persons with 
disabilities.

“I urge all relevant local 
authorities to strengthen the 
coordination of mechanisms 
to prevent discrimination, 
stigma and discrimination 
against persons with disabili-
ties,” Hun Sen said.

He called on all ministries 
and state institutions to 
encourage qualified persons 
with disabilities to work as 
officials, civil servants, work-
ers, employees, apprentices or 
internship trainees.

King Norodom Sihamoni 
also called on all people to 
continue their support for per-
sons with disabilities by help-
ing them to eliminate barriers 
to be independent, as well as 
having strong individual own-
ership in the society.

In a royal letter issued on 
December 2, the King said: “It 
is evident that the government 
is committed to serve the 
noble cause of supporting per-
sons with disabilities in Cam-
bodia. I would like to encour-
age the government to 
continue this noble activity.”

The King said the wellbeing of 
persons with disabilities is taken 
into consideration and will be a 
priority in emergency situations, 
such as natural disasters.

Prime Minister Hun Sen said 2,860 persons with disabilities have been 
employed by 40 ministries and other state institutions. spm

A couple during a traditional wedding ceremony. supplied

Soth Koemsoeun 

M
ONDULKIRI offi-
cials issued a six-
day ultimatum 
on constructions 

encroaching on the Doh Kra-
mom Mountain Cultural Cen-
tre in Sen Monorom town’s 
Sokdum commune.

The centre belongs to the 
Bunong indigenous people 
and the builders must remove 
the constructions immedi-
ately or face legal penalties. 

Mondulkiri Culture and 
Fine Arts Department direc-
tor Sey Touch said on Decem-
ber 2 the decision was made 
on the guidance of a working 
group set up by Mondulkiri 
provincial governor Svay Sam 
Eang and led by Chum Nary, 
the deputy head of the ad-
ministration.

He said police removed fenc-
es planted by land encroach-
ers and all constructions must 
be gone by December 6.  

“To protect national cultural 
heritage wealth, our working 
group is not afraid of tired-
ness and a confrontation with 
offenders. We will continue to 
work until we obtain sufficient 
evidence to file a complaint 
with the court,” Touch said. 

Sokdum commune chief 
Pov Sophat said on Decem-
ber 2 that 12 homes and huts 
were built on four sites un-

permitted. “We have talked 
to them multiple times, but 
they still grab land in this 
area. Those who encroach on 
this land are not local people, 
but migrants from various re-
gions,” he said.

Bunong indigenous com-
munity representative Phloek 

Phirum said they are disap-
pointed with poor manage-
ment in the area that led to 
the continuous illegal land 
encroachment. 

The representative said it 
was requested in 2004 that 
the Doh Kramom Mountain 
be enlisted as the cultural 

centre area with a total of 
101ha. Instead, the land was 
occupied and remains 80ha. 

“Police have suppressed 
offenders over and over, but 
even after they are evicted, it 
is ineffective. A new group of 
people arrives. The raids are 
endless,” Phirum said.

National
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Officials said the cultural centre on the Doh Kramom Mountain belongs to the Bunong indigenous people and 
the builders must remove the constructions immediately or face legal penalties. p

More than 6,600 disabled 
employed in the Kingdom

Woman in China to be 
repatriated after plea to 
Hun Sen on Facebook
Kim Sarom

CAMBODIAN and Chinese offi-
cials collaborated to assist a 
20-year-old woman after she 
requested help from Prime Min-
ister Hun Sen on Facebook. 

The Ministry of Interior’s 
Anti-Human Trafficking 
Department reported on 
December 2 it received the 
news from the National Police 
Quick Reaction Unit on 
November 30.

Hailing from Kratie province, 
Thuok Sophy claimed she was 
trapped by an abusive hus-
band while in China.

“I request all brothers and sis-
ters to share this so that those 
working in human rights and 
police can help me. I was 
deceived and forced to get mar-
ried. If I don’t get married, I was 
told I will be sold as a prostitute. 

“My phone has no sim card 
and I can only text. Please help 
me reach human rights offi-
cials and Prime Minister Hun 
Sen so I can have freedom. 

“I am not allowed to go out of 
the house or speak with my 
family. I have no rights. I was 
deceived in China in Henan 
province and I am under duress. 
I am forced to get pregnant 
soon,” the Facebook post read. 

The Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and International 
Cooperation reported that 
Sophy was rescued by Henan 
provincial police. 

The police also reported the 
news to the Cambodian 
embassy in Beijing, which is 
currently working with Chi-
nese authorities to send her 
back to Cambodia. 

The Kratie provincial deputy 
police chief in charge of anti-
human trafficking and juvenile 
protection, Nov Ratana, told 
The Post on December 2 the 
victim is from Sre Ches com-
mune, in Kratie province’s 
Sambor district. Her mother 
asked the provincial police to 
help on November 29 and also 
filed a complaint to the depart-
ment of anti-trafficking and 
juvenile protection.

Meas Sa Im, deputy head of 
women’s and children’s affairs 
at rights group Adhoc, said her 
organisation has cooperated 
with relevant institutions this 
year help five women return 
from China. 

Sa Im said the main reason 
Cambodian women end up 
trapped in China is poverty. 
They are deceived to go abroad 
because of family violence or 
illness or it is hard to find job 
in the area where they live. 

“Some women have skills, 
but they are not able to find job 
in their community. They then 
find jobs in other provinces or 
Phnom Penh,” she said. 

Im said that from January to 
November, Adhoc assisted in 39 
cases of women who were forced 
to get married abroad. 

Intruders ordered to remove 
constructions on M’kiri hills



Russia FTA feasibility study on the cards
Thou Vireak

C
AMBODIA and Rus-
sia are planning a 
joint feasibility study 
on a potential free 

trade agreement (FTA) aiming 
to reinforce trade and invest-
ment ties between the two 
countries and offset lacklustre 
import/export figures exacer-
bated by Covid-19.

Ministry of Commerce sec-
retary of state Sok Sopheak 
said this on December 1 when 
he led a ministerial delegation 
to meet newly-minted Rus-
sian ambassador to Cambodia 
Anatoly Borovik via video link.

Borovik stressed that Covid-
19 had led to a global decline 
in consumer spending, orders 
and goods transport, as well 
as a deceleration of bilateral 
trade growth between the two 
countries.

He praised the government 
leadership for taking effective 
measures against the pan-
demic, noting the absence of 
Covid-19-linked fatalities.

Sopheak pointed out 
achievements of the Kingdom’s 
FTA strategy, including signing 
an agreement with China on 
October 12 and completing 
the fourth round of talks with 
South Korea on another.

These, coupled with the Re-
gional Comprehensive Eco-
nomic Partnership (RCEP) 
agreement inked on Novem-

ber 25 and existing agreements 
within the ASEAN Plus One 
framework, have provided 
the Kingdom access to a wide 
range of markets, he said.

ASEAN Plus One refers to 
ASEAN’s respective coopera-
tion mechanism with Hong 
Kong and mainland China, 

India, Japan, South Korea, 
Australia and New Zealand.

Sopheak said: “In this con-
text, Cambodia needs more 
investment from the Russian 
Federation, especially in the 
field of light and medium 
machinery to strengthen the 
Cambodian industry’s com-

petitive edge and increase 
exports.”

In this spirit, he said, Cam-
bodia expresses its intent to 
conduct a feasibility study on 
a bilateral FTA with Russia as 
soon as possible.

He requested the Russian 
side to invite Cambodian 

businessmen and investors to 
events organised by the Cham-
ber of Commerce and Indus-
try of the Russian Federation 
down the line and introduce 
them to a new world of trade 
and investment opportunities.

Bilateral trade between the 
two countries was to the tune 

of $45.15 million in the first 
10 months of the year, repre-
senting an increase of 4.5 per 
cent year-on-year, ministry 
figures show.

Of that amount, Cambodia 
exported some $38.75 mil-
lion worth of products, down 
4.8 per cent year-on-year, and 
imported $6.4 million, gaining 
a gargantuan 155.68 per cent 
year-on-year, the data show.

Last year, total trade between 
the two countries reached 
more than $55.39 million, 
sinking 40.44 per cent from the 
$93.00 million logged in 2018, 
according to the ministry.

The Kingdom is also in 
FTA talks with the Eurasian 
Economic Union (EAEU), a 
common market comprised 
of five nations of the former 
Soviet Union – Armenia, Be-
larus, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz-
stan and Russia.

The EAEU represents a 
combined population of 183 
million and a gross domestic 
product (GDP) of $5 trillion, 
according to the Washington, 
DC-based International Mon-
etary Fund (IMF).

In December, minister Pan 
Sorasak pointed out that an 
FTA with the EAEU would 
provide a welcome impetus 
for industrial diversification 
and expansion of financial 
services, transport, digital 
economy and agricultural 
services.
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Ministry invites IT firms 
to trade fair in New Delhi
Thou Vireak

THE Ministry of Commerce on 
December 1 called on the 
Cambodian information tech-
nology (IT) sector to attend the 
international IT networking 
event IndiaSoft 2021 in New 
Delhi next year.

Held annually since 2000, 
this year’s edition of the trade 
fair will showcase new tech-
nologies developed by more 
than 200 Indian companies, 
the ministry said.

On display will be world-
class computer software, as 
well as IT solutions and serv-
ices such as software develop-
ment and artificial-intelli-
gence technologies, it said.

The trade fair will be held from 
March 24-25 and organised by 
India’s Electronics and Compu-
ter Software Export Promotion 
Council (ESC), it added.

“This is an invitation to busi-
ness owners, producers, service 
providers, traders and invest-
ment company owners who 
wish to promote their products 
or services or plan to seek busi-
ness partners at the event. 
Please register in a timely 

manner to participate in the 
trade fair,” the ministry said.

IndiaSoft pitches itself as a 
“truly B2B [business-to-busi-
ness] event which brings value 
for exhibitors and delegates 
with its unique business-like 
character”.

It says it “brings to the fore 
capabilities and core compe-
tencies of the Indian software 
and services industry and 
facilitates joint ventures, col-
laboration and strategic alli-
ances with overseas buyers”.

Super App Technology Plc 
founder Pat Chamnan told The 
Post on December 2 that if the 
Covid-19 situation eases by 
then, his company will sign up 
for the exhibition and a shot at 
bringing his company’s soft-
ware technologies to a broad-
er audience.

Eager to learn about India’s 
emerging technologies, he 
said: “As a software company, 
we will get a glimpse of some-
thing new. We work in the dig-
ital sector where technologies 
are rapidly being developed 
day by day . . . We hope to gain 
valuable experience from the 
exhibition.”

CSX largely unfazed by Nov 28 event
May Kunmakara

THE Cambodia Securities Ex-
change (CSX) has seen mini-
mal slowdown in stock trad-
ing and marginal changes 
in share prices in light of the 
Kingdom’s first local trans-
mission on November 28, its 
vice-chairman Ha Jong-weon 
said on December 2.

The CSX index closed at 
647.73 points last week, then 
dipped 0.27 per cent on Novem-
ber 30 and then inched down 
an additional 0.26 per cent on 
December 1 to end at 644.30. 
It rebounded 0.12 per cent to 
close December 2 at 645.06.

Ha said the announcement 
of the local transmission had 
no bearing on the index, not-
ing that it was too soon for in-
vestors to assess the adverse 
effects it would have of listed 
firms’ operations.

“Yet, as some stocks’ prices 
have fallen low, under market 
value, investors should con-
sider taking advantage of this 
to make a profit, given trading 
can be done online conve-
niently and free from [the risk 
of] viral infection,” he said.

He praised Cambodia’s suc-
cess in controlling the spread of 

Covid-19 over the past year and 
voiced his confidence that it 
would continue to do so.

While fresh concerns 
gripped the Kingdom follow-
ing the news, he said the situa-
tion “seems to be manageable, 
as only 17 people have been 
found to be positive so far out 
of the nearly 5,000 tested, and 

the government has taken very 
effective and prompt action.”

The CSX index has fallen 
15.31 per cent from December 
31’s close at 761.73 points and 
25.83 per cent from its all-time 
high of 869.69 – attained on 
October 9, 2019.

There are currently 13 listed 
companies – seven stock-list-

ed and six corporate bond-
listed – in the Kingdom that 
have raised a combined $253 
million, CSX data show.

In the first nine months 
of this year, two companies 
listed stocks and three listed 
bonds. The five firms have 
raised a combined $92 mil-
lion, the data show.

The CSX index has fallen 15.31 per cent from December 31’s close at 761.73 points and 25.83 per cent from 
its all-time high of 869.69 – attained on October 9, 2019. HEAN RANGSEY

Ministry of Commerce secretary of state Sok Sopheak. MINISTRY OF COMMERCE
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Oz exits first recession in 
30 years, in spite of virus 
A

ustrAliA has exited its 
first recession in almost 30 
years, after official figures 
on december 2 showed 

the economy grew 3.3 per cent in 
July-september compared with the 
coronavirus-hit previous quarter.

With local transmission of covid-
19 largely under control, official 
data showed businesses have be-
gun to rebound and consumer 
spending has surged.

the Australian bureau of statis-
tics said household spending large-
ly drove the economic bounce, ris-
ing 7.9 per cent compared with the 
previous quarter.

treasurer Josh Frydenberg said the 
figures “can give Australians cause for 
optimism and hope”, declaring that 
Australia “has performed better on the 
health and on the economic fronts than 
nearly any other country in the world”.

However, central bank governor 
Philip lowe warned that positive 
economic indicators masked linger-
ing difficulties.

He told lawmakers: “these figures 
. . . cannot hide the reality that the re-
covery will be uneven and bumpy and 
that it will be drawn-out. some parts of 
the economy are doing quite well, but 
others are in considerable difficulty.”

Australia’s central bank has predicted 
the economy will not return to pre-pan-
demic levels until the end of next year.

the economy has yet to fully re-
cover from the coronavirus-fuelled 
recession, recording a 3.8 per cent 
slump for the year to september.

the return to economic growth fol-
lowed a record seven per cent decline 
in the June quarter and a 0.3 per cent 
dip in the first quarter of this year.

A recession is generally defined as 
two successive quarters of econom-
ic contraction.

the return to growth comes de-
spite Victoria state – which accounts 
for about 25 per cent of Australia’s 
economic output – spending much 
of the september quarter in one of 
the world’s strictest lockdowns, cur-
tailing economic activity.

in a pattern repeated across the 
globe, economic shutdowns to curb 
the spread of the coronavirus sent 
Australia tumbling into recession as 
whole industries ground to a halt.

Around a million people lost their 
jobs and many more were forced to take 
pay cuts or saw their hours slashed.

in response, the government and 
the central bank have embarked on a 
vast stimulus spending programme, 
pumping billions into the economy 

to avert a full-blown depression.
last month, the reserve bank of 

Australia also cut interest rates to a 
record low of 0.10 per cent as it at-
tempted to help hasten the recovery.

Frydenberg said: “there is a lot of 
ground to make up and many Aus-
tralian households and many Aus-
tralian businesses are doing it tough 
– very tough.

“many challenges do remain . . . 
the global economic environment 
remains uncertain as many nations 
experience an increase in covid-19 
cases and new lockdowns.”

Higher unemployment is expected to 
linger in Australia, with the jobless rate 
rising to seven per cent in October.

closed borders continue to drag 
on the economy, with exports falling 
due to weaker demand for Austra-
lian mining commodities and travel 
restrictions.

december 2’s figures were roughly 
in line with economists’ expecta-
tions, coming as Australia continues 
to roll back virus restrictions and 
open domestic borders after largely 
containing major outbreaks.

the country has been relatively 
successful in its pandemic response, 
recording just under 28,000 cases 
and 908 deaths. AFP

Vietnam’s private airlines 
appeal for government 
support at Hanoi seminar
VietnAmese aviation firms appealed 
for government support to overcome 
the difficulties caused by the covid-19 
pandemic at a seminar recently held 
by the Vietnam Aviation business 
Association (Vaba) in Hanoi.

bamboo Airways deputy director-
general nguyen Khac Hai told the 
seminar last week that private air-
lines needed the same support that 
was being afforded to state airlines.

Hai said: “bamboo Airways has asked 
the national Assembly and the Gov-
ernment to consider the same support 
packages for private airlines that have 
been approved for Vietnam Airlines.”

the pandemic has severely affected 
the operation of airlines, and bam-
boo Airways had lost up to 90 per cent 
of its business at the peak of the pan-
demic, Hai said.

Although the firm has not disclosed 
details of its business results this year, 
Hai said additional costs for quaran-
tine and pandemic prevention had 
added to the airline’s losses.

in response to this, Hai said govern-
ment financial support was necessary 
for firms to maintain cash flow alongside 
support policies such as tax breaks.

considered a private airline with a 
strong financial foundation, VietJet Air 
is forecast to lose money this year. 
Vietjet vice-president and chief finan-
cial officer Ho ngoc Yen Phuong told 
local media that VietJet Air needed 10 
trillion dong ($435 million) in loans.

“Other domestic airlines want access 
to preferential loans over three to five 
years from the state to overcome the 
crisis,” she said, asking the government 
to simplify procedures to disburse sup-
port packages in a timely manner.

Having been issued a support pack-
age of four trillion dong at four per cent 
interest recently, nguyen tien Hoang, 
deputy head of the development Plan-
ning department at Vietnam Airlines, 
said the firm was still facing difficul-
ties, estimating the recovery would 
take three to four years.

Hoang forecast that the local avia-
tion sector would lose $4 billion this 
year, of which Vietnam Airlines’ rev-
enue would fall by $608-652 million.

“Although the domestic market 
has recovered, purchasing power 
remains weak and ticket prices have 
dropped sharply.

“the only international routes oper-
ating are repatriation flights. the pan-
demic has created a long term psy-
chological concern that has halted the 
aviation industry,” Hoang said.

Hoang said the government and 
ministry of transport should not con-
sider licensing new airlines before 
the market recovers.

According to the international civil 
Aviation Organisation (icAO), there 
were two scenarios for the aviation 
industry. the first was a freefall followed 
by rapid growth, whereas the second 
was a three- to five-month baseline.

the icAO forecast the aviation 
market would decline 48-71 per cent 
depending on the pandemic.

Vaba deputy director Pham Van 
Hao said the association was coordi-
nating with research firms to submit 
a plan to the government regarding 
reopening international flights.

Hao said: “in the most positive 
scenario, the aviation market will 
take three years to bounce back to 
where it was in 2019.”

economist tran dinh thien said 
given the government held an 86 per 
cent stake in Vietnam Airlines, the 
support package was transparent and 
marketable.

However, he said other airlines also 
needed refinancing interest rates 
from the government to stand firm 
and bounce back when the global 
aviation market recovered.

thien said local airlines should 
focus on the domestic market as a 
means to survive and recover from 
the pandemic.

“the pandemic has changed the 
structure of the global aviation 
industry and created opportunities 
for local aviation firms to better 
serve local customers.”

According to the association, last 
year, local airlines carried more than 
136 million passengers and operated 
more than 900,000 flights. However, 
the pandemic had disrupted eco-
nomic activities, causing great losses 
to the aviation industry.

deputy minister of transport le 
Anh tuan said the ministry would 
continue to monitor the situation 
and formulate policies to help the 
aviation industry recover. VIET NAM 
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south Korea’s exports bounce back in november
sOutH Korea’s exports last 
month increased by four per 
cent year-on-year to reach 
$45.8 billion, rebounding from 
a 3.8 per cent decrease logged 
in the previous month, the 
ministry of trade, industry and 
energy said on december 1.

the country’s average daily 
exports in november also 
marked a 6.3 per cent rise year-
on-year, the ministry said.

it is the first time since 
november 2018 that the coun-
try posted increases in both 
monthly and daily exports.

the country’s exports from 
march to August posted year-
on-year decreases due to the 
economic fallout from the cov-
id-19 pandemic. the exports 
bounced back in september 
with a 7.3 per cent increase, only 
to fall again in October by 3.8 
per cent year-on-year.

the trade ministry said the 
country’s exports have surpassed 
the $40 billion bar for the third 

consecutive month. the ministry 
expected the upward momen-
tum to continue down the road.

the latest rebound in exports 
was largely due to robust over-
seas sales of information tech-
nology (it) products, accord-
ing to the ministry.

exports of chips went up by 
16.4 per cent year-on-year to 
$8.5 billion, increasing for the 
fifth consecutive month. mem-
ory chips accounted for some 19 
per cent of the country‘s month-
ly exports last month.

the increase was attributable 
to strong demand in laptop 
computers and new mobile 
devices, the ministry explained.

the cumulative exports of 
chips as of last month reached 
$27.2 billion, surpassing the 
record high for annual exports 
in 2018.

Outbound shipments of other 
it products marked high 
increases, with displays increas-
ing by 21.4 per cent year-on-

year to $1.9 billion. exports of 
mobile devices jumped 20.2 per 
cent to $1.4 billion as well.

exports of automobiles con-
tinued to advance for the third 
consecutive month to $3.9 bil-
lion, backed by strong demand 
for sport utility vehicles and 
eco-friendly models.

exports of petroleum prod-
ucts, however, fell by 50.6 per 
cent year-on-year to $1.6 bil-
lion. it marked the third con-
secutive month for petroleum 
products to post a decrease of 
more than 40 per cent.

south Korea’s exports of bio-
health products soared by 78.5 
per cent year-on-year to $1.4 
billion, backed by robust sales 
of covid-19 test kits.

by destination, south Korea’s 
exports to its four major trad-
ing destinations all increased 
last month.

Outbound shipments to chi-
na climbed one per cent year-
on-year, while those to the us 

rose by 6.8 per cent. those to 
europe and other Asian coun-
tries jumped by 24.6 per cent 
and 6.4 per cent, respectively.

meanwhile, south Korea’s 
imports fell 2.1 per cent year-on-
year to $39.8 billion last month, 
resulting in a trade surplus of 

$5.93 billion. the country 
secured a seventh consecutive 
monthly trade surplus. THE KOREA 

HERALD/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Australia has exited its first recession in almost 30 years, after bringing local coronavirus transmission largely under control. AFP

South Korea’s exports last month grew by four per cent year-on-year to reach $45.8 billion. YONHAP NEWS AGENCY



Singapore’S residential 
property market has proven 
to be one of the few reces-
sion-proof sectors amid a 
pandemic that has plunged 
the city-state’s economy into 
its worst-ever contraction.

analysts say this is due in 
large part to a slew of cooling 
measures to curb speculation 
and ensure that home buyers 
do not over-leverage, coupled 
with massive government 
stimulus to save jobs and prop 
up the economy.

This is borne out by con-
tinued growth, both in the 
Urban redevelopment au-
thority’s private home price 
index and the Housing Board 
(HDB) resale price index.

The private home price in-
dex grew 0.1 per cent in the 
first nine months of this year 
compared with 2.1 per cent 
growth last year, and minus 
5.2 per cent during the 2009 
global financial crisis.

With the economy bottom-
ing out, prices should stabilise 
in the near term, with a flat to 
one per cent growth seen for 
this year, analysts said.

This is unlike the situation in 
2009 when the private home 
price index plunged nearly 
25 per cent from the second 
quarter in 2008 to the second 
quarter in 2009.

Back then, the property bub-
ble burst after it was fed by loose 
monetary conditions and ram-
pant speculation in the years 
before the crisis, noted Tricia 
Song, Colliers international’s 
Singapore research head.

Meanwhile, the HDB re-
sale price index has had six 
straight years of decline, but 
is poised to defy the pandem-
ic and post the strongest an-
nual growth since 2012.

HDB resale prices jumped 
1.8 per cent in the first three 
quarters of this year – a turn-
around from the price drop of 
0.4 per cent in the same pe-
riod a year ago.

With demand expected to 
stay robust, HDB resale prices 
could grow by 2.5 to three per 
cent this year, said Wong Siew 
Ying, propnex’s head of re-
search and content.

analysts say a slew of HDB 
policy changes rolled out in 

the past two years are taking 
effect, and newer resale flats 
in Dawson and Tiong Bahru 
that have reached the mini-
mum occupation period are 
being sold at higher prices.

More of these newer flats 
have also been sold. around 27 
per cent of flats sold in the first 
nine months of this year had a 
lease of 90 years or more, up 
from 19 per cent in the same 
period last year, Wong noted.

Song said a big boost also 
came from the government 
dishing out close to S$100 bil-
lion (US$74.7 billion) over four 
stimulus packages this year, 
including the Jobs Support 
Scheme, as well as legislating 
temporary measures on mora-
toriums or waivers on com-
mercial rents, home mortgages 
and interest payments.

Wong added that property 
curbs – including the total 
debt servicing ratio rules, ad-
ditional buyer’s stamp duty 
and lower loan-to-value limits 
– that were imposed in recent 
years had also put the property 
market on a more stable foot-
ing ahead of the pandemic.

The HDB resale market got 
a lift from policy changes, 
said Christine Sun, orangeTee 
& Tie’s head of research and 
consultancy.

These include allowing buy-
ers greater flexibility in using 
their Central provident Fund 
(CpF) monies to buy older 
flats, enhancing the CpF Hous-
ing grant, raising income ceil-
ings and allowing larger home 
loans for eligible buyers.

The measures helped boost 
HDB resales to 7,787 units in 
the third quarter of this year 
– the highest quarterly sales 
since the third quarter of 2010 
when 8,205 units were trans-
acted, Sun added.

Song noted: “HDB prices 
now look relatively attractive 
after having fallen 12.4 per cent 
from 2013 to 2019, compared 
with the private home price in-
dex, which fell 2.1 per cent.

“now that HDB resale prices 
have adjusted, it could start to 
track the private home price 
index and the general house-
hold income growth.”

Sun said HDB resale prices 
outpacing private home pric-

es by such a large magnitude 
is an exception rather than 
the norm.

propnex said HDB resale 
prices and transaction volumes 
are also fuelled by factors such 
as demand being diverted from 
the Build-To-order market due 
to pandemic-related delays in 
construction and completion 
of new flats.

Wong said a new housing 
grant of up to S$160,000 for 
first-time buyers of HDB resale 

flats also helped push up sales.
She said: “amid a dreary eco-

nomic outlook, some buyers 
also went for more affordable 
options in HDB resale.

“We expect the sales mo-
mentum to continue in the 
fourth quarter, with total HDB 
resale volumes hitting above 
23,000 this year. But it is not 
likely to test the 2012 high 
when resale volumes crossed 
25,000.” THE STRAITS TIMES (SINGA-

PORE)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Business
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Property

VieTnaMeSe authorities 
should focus on amending 
real estate laws to eliminate 
inconsistencies and incor-
porate policies to encourage 
social housing over the next 
decade, a conference heard 
in Ho Chi Minh City on no-
vember 27.

Deputy Minister of Con-
struction nguyen Van Sinh 
said the government and the 
Communist party of Vietnam 
(CpV) had been rolling out 
numerous policies to sup-
port the development of the 
market.

Despite Covid-19 impacting 
many areas, “the real estate 
market is still seeing develop-
ment this year, though not as 
much as in other years”.

Ha Quang Hung, deputy 
head of the ministry’s hous-
ing and real estate market 
management department, 
said there were around 5,000 
real estate projects underway 
now worth a total of more 
than $194 billion.

real estate was also among 
the top sectors in attracting 
foreign direct investment 
(FDi), and real estate prod-
ucts were growing in terms of 
variety, he said.

Demand would continue to 
rise until 2030, especially in 
urban areas due to economic 
and population growth, and 
around 70 million sqm of ur-
ban housing would be needed 
every year.

But there are too many 
luxury property products and 
not enough social housing for 
low-income people despite 
there being more demand for 
the latter.

Ho Chi Minh City real es-
tate association chairman 
Le Hoang Chau said: “The 
laws and regulations govern-

ing the real estate market are 
generally too convoluted and 
inconsistent, which can deter 
investors.”

Despite efforts being made 
to streamline them in the last 
10 years, there are still incon-
sistencies, according to him.

For instance, regulations 
contradict one another on 
whether businesses need to 
invite bids to carry out com-
mercial housing projects and 
there are inconsistencies re-
lated to value added tax and 
income tax deductions for so-
cial housing developers.

administrative procedures 
(such as issuing house own-
ership certificates and iden-
tifying land prices) are still 
seen as too cumbersome, and 
could drive up developers’ 
expenses.

Chau called for adjustments 
to housing laws and support-
ive financial policies to speed 
up procedures and facilitate 
social housing development.    

Sinh said his ministry would 
continue to amend the laws, 
and urged local authorities 
to facilitate the housing mar-
ket by aiding businesses and 
monitoring the market to en-
sure supply and demand are 
balanced. 

Dr Le Thai Thuong Quan of 
the Ho Chi Minh City open 
University said modern tech-
nologies such as big data, 
artificial intelligence and 
blockchain were affecting the 
state’s management of real 
estate, business activities and 
buyers’ research.

The conference was held by 
the CpV’s Central economic 
Committee, the Ho Chi Minh 
City real estate association 
and the Ho Chi Minh City 
open University. VIET NAM NEWS/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Conference: Vn should 
smoothen out realty lawsSiem reap real estate builds up

Singapore residential property market remains resilient

Hin Pisei

B
UZZ surrounding a 
38-road construction 
project in Siem reap 
province has given 

fresh impetus to the real estate 
market there, industry insiders 
have said.

prime Minister Hun Sen on 
november 30 presided over 
the groundbreaking ceremony 
for the construction and re-
vamping of 108.74km of roads 
in the northern province.

Speaking at the event, he 
said the endeavour will con-
tribute to national economic 
development and transform 
the eponymous provincial 
capital into a modern metrop-
olis and tourism powerhouse.

With $140 million ear-
marked for road development 
and an additional $9 million 
allotted for the construction 
of rain drainage and wastewa-
ter systems, Hun Sen stressed 
that the project would be un-
dertaken with environmental 
protection and improvement, 
people’s comfort and smart-
city development in mind.

He said the roads will provide 
better links between downtown 
Siem reap to the outskirts and 
to major tourist destinations, 
reinforce the network of nation-
al roads, reduce traffic conges-
tion in the town and promote 
growth in the transport sector.

The project will place the 
town in a better position to 
attract investors, business-
people and national and in-
ternational tourists in the 
post-Covid-19 era, he said.

along with phnom penh and 
the coastal city of Sihanoukville, 
the prime minister identified 
Siem reap town as the King-
dom’s third economic pole.

according to Minister of 
public Works and Transport 

Sun Chanthol, work on the 
38 roads will be completed by 
the end of next year.

global real estate associa-
tion president Sam Soknoeun 
told The Post on December 
2 that the project will surely 
expand upon the opportuni-
ties for investment that the 
province’s real estate sector 
already presents.

and nowhere will this be 
truer than in target areas for 
the tourism sector, he said.

once the infrastructure is 
all set and the world success-
fully reins in the Covid-19 
pandemic, he said real estate 
in Siem reap will enjoy a sig-
nificant boom.

“Where the infrastructure is 
laid, lively real estate hotspots 
will pop up, above all in Siem 
reap province with its existing 
real estate market potential.

“road development will 
not only attract tourists on 
holiday to the province, but 

it will also catch the fancy of 
investors to put their money 
there,” Soknoeun said.

He said Siem reap province 
boasts the third strongest mar-
ket in the Kingdom, following 
phnom penh and preah Siha-
nouk province, which has Si-
hanoukville as its capital.

according to Soknoeun, 
the current land price is up 
to $4,000 per sqm in what he 
called Siem reap town’s “best 
commercial area”.

noun rithy, the president 
and Ceo of real estate invest-
ment agency Khmer Founda-
tion appraisals Co Ltd, said 
more roads facilitates travel 
and buoys demand for resi-
dential and commercial real 
estate development.

Coupled with the new airport 
and a China Town on the cards, 
he said the project is a harbin-
ger of the boom to come for 
the town’s real estate sector.

“This bodes all the better for 

Siem reap town’s real estate 
sector, because top-notch 
roads with enough water and 
electricity will breed a surge 
in real estate, though that 
growth will be contingent on 
the precise geographical lo-
cation,” rithy said.

acknowledging its heavy 
dependence on tourism, he 
noted that real estate price 
trends in the province hinge 
on tourist inflows.

Land in the town’s busiest 
commercial area near Kan-
dal market is currently valued 
at between $3,000-4,000 per 
sqm, while land in residential 
areas nearby cost $800-1,500, 
according to rithy.

per-sqm prices in areas 
along national road 6, which 
cuts through the town, are 
from $300-1,500, he said. 
They are $300-500 in urban 
areas, $70-150 in the outskirts 
and $15-20 in areas along the 
belt road.

A 38-road construction project in Siem Reap province broke ground on Monday. SPM

The private home price index grew 0.1 per cent in the first nine months 
of this year compared with 2.1 per cent growth last year, and minus 5.2 
per cent during the 2009 global financial crisis. THE STRAITS TIMES



THURSDAY, DECEMBER 3, 2020  WWW.PHNOMPENHPOST.COM  

Apartment for Rent
Located at west of Independence 
Monument, 2 bedrooms, open 
living room, fully furnished, nice 
kitchen, lot of sunlight.
Price: $1,200/month

Apartment for Rent
Located at North West of Russian 
Market, 1, 2 and 3 bedrooms, open 
living room, fully furnished, nice 
kitchen and balcony. 
Price: $700, $900, and $1800/M

Apartment for rent
Located near Russian Market, 2 
bedrooms, open living room, bal-
cony, fully furnished, nice kitchen, 
lot of sunlight. 
Price: $1,200/month

Renovated apartment for rent 
Located: Near Royal Palace
2 bedrooms, well renovated, 
Fully furnished, good security, 
many facilities around.  
Price: $750/month

Garden Villa for rent in BKK1
2 floors, 5 bedrooms, spacious 
living room, fully furnished, big 
kitchen and balcony. Good for 
residence or office.
Price: $7,000/month

Villa for rent in North Bridge 
Very big garden, 5 bedrooms, 
large living room, fully furnished, 
western kitchen, big balcony, 
very safe and quiet.
Price: $3,500/month 

Villa for rent 
Located in Sangkat Boeung Pro-
lit, Khan 7 Makara, 6 bedrooms, 
living room, kitchen, many facili-
ties around, safe and quiet.
Price: $5,000/month

Modern villa for rent 
In Grand Phnom Penh, 5 bed-
rooms, large living room, modern 
designed, fully furnished, modern 
kitchen, big balcony.
Price: $1,700/month

Villa for rent in Bassac Garden City
2 floors, 4 bedrooms, large living 
room, fully furnished, modern 
kitchen, big balcony,  
safe and quiet.
Price: $3,500/month

Villa for rent next to BBK1
7 bedrooms, large living room, 
partially furnished, big balcony, 
some trees, very safe 
and quiet. 
Price: $3,000/month

Office space for rent
On main street, size from 
200sqm to 400sqm, 7 floors,  
2 lifts, parking, open space,  
very safe.
Price: $14/sqm 

Office space for rent 
Located at west of Olympic 
Stadium, size from 840sqm to 
500sqm, 2nd floor, 2 lifts, park-
ing, open space, very safe.
Price: $16/sqm 

Shophouse for rent near AEON 2
Located in borey The Premier 
Land near AEON 2, 
6 bedrooms, good for office  
and business.
Price: $1,500/month

Shophouse for rent 
Located in Borey Penghout The 
Star Diamond, Road 60m, 
Land size:4.5m x 20m, 
House size: 4.5m x 12m, 
Price: $1,200/month

APARTMENT FOR RENT/SALE VILLA FOR RENT OFFICE SPACE /SHOPHOUSE FOR RENT

089 200 300  
012 390 390tel: 

Address: #394 - 396 (Home City Building), Street 71, 
Chamkarmon, Phnom Penh, Cambodia
Email: info@towncity.com, www.towncity.com

Land for sale (LS:L84)
Land size: 20x30M, 
Location: Borey Kang Meng, Sangkat 
Prek Kompers, Khan Dongkor,  
Phnom Penh City 
Price: $170,000 (Negotiable)  

Land for sale (LS: L64) 
Land size: 30x43M 
Location: Sang Kat Prek Eng, Khan 
Chbar Ampov 
Phnom Penh
Price: $320,000 (Negotiable)

Land for sale (LS:L68)
Land size: 618m2
Soft title 
Location: Prek Eng, Chbar Ampov, 
Phnom Penh
Price: $200,000

Land for sale (Code:LS:L64)
Land size: 40m x72m
Location: Veal Sbov 
Chbar Ampov  
Phnom Penh
Price: $1,300,000

Villa for sale (code VS.L24)
Land size: 8m x22m
House size: 6m x12m
Location: Peng Hout Boeng Snor,
Chbar Ampov, Phnom Penh
Price: $350,000

Villa for sales (CodeVS.L21) 
Land size: 8.59x22m 
House size: 6x12m, location: N.98 
St.E-01: Borey Peng Huot Berg Snor, 
Chbar Ampov 
Price: $390,000

Email : info.epiagency@gmail.com
http://www.easypropertyrealty.com
#19DE0, St. 172, Sangkat Chey Chomnes, Khan Doun Penh.
Tel: 015 777 586 / 061 777 586 / 011 777 587

#35, Street.P10D, Borey Peng Huoth The Star Polaris 1,  
Sangkat Niruoth, Khan Chbaampov, Phnom Penh,  
E-Mail: info@katappraisal.com  / www.katappraisal.com
089 888 366, 089 888 277 | 089 888 377, 089 888 755

Link house for sale
Land size :  4.1m x 14m
House size :  4.1m x 12m 
Location :  Borey Leng Navatra 
Sangkat Chaom Chau 
Price: $67,000 (Negotiable)   

Shop house for sale at Borey Peng 
Huoth Boeung Snor
Land Size :  4.5m x 21m 
House Size : 4.5m x 14m
Location : Sangkat Niroth 
Price: $290,000 (Negotiable)  

Flat for sale
Land size :  4.2m x 20.5m 
House Size :  4.2m x 13m 
Location :  Borey Lim Chheanghak  
Veal Sbov
Price: $69,800 (Negotiable) 

Olympia condo SOHO type for sale  
Size : 45Sqm 
Location : Sangkat Orussey,  
Khan 7 Makara
Phnom Penh
Price : $13,000 (Negotiable)

Villa LC1 for sale
Land Size : 5.2m x 14m 
House Size : 5.2m x 7m 
Location : Chea Sophara, Borey Peng 
Huoth The Star Premier
Price: $84,500 (Negotiable)  

Twin Villa for sale at Borey Peng 
Huoth PC market
Land Size : 6m x 16m
House Size : 6m x 12m 
Location : Chak Ang Re Luer 
Price : $385,000 (Negotiable)

Land for sale
Land Size: 64m x 177m
Location: Hun Sen Boulevard,  
Phnom Penh,
Cambodia
Price: $1,700/m2

Land for sale
Land size: 140m x 300m
Location: Boeung Tompun, 
Khan Mean Chey, 
Phnom Penh
Price: $530/m2 (Negotiable)

Land for sale 
Land: Size 16.8m x 22m
Location: Toul Tompung, 
Chamkarmon
Phnom Penh
Price: $2,180,000

Land for sale
Land size: 6267m2 
Location: Prek Eng 
Chbar Ampov 
Phnom Penh
Price: $400/m2

Land for sale 
Land size: 20m x 25m
Location: Boeung Kak 2, 
Khan Toul Kork
Phnom Penh
Price : $1,800,000

Land for sale
Land size: 17m x 30m 
Location: Tomnub Tuerk, 
Boeung Kang Kong
Phnom Penh
Price: $1,620,000



Trump using executions as  ‘political tool’

India meets farmers after days of Delhi rallies

‘T
ragIc” and 
“political” is 
how Bryan Ste-
venson, a law-

yer who is to receive the 
right Livelihood award on 
December 3, describes the 
frenzy of federal executions 
scheduled by US President 
Donald Trump before his 
departure from office.

Stevenson told aFP in an 
interview: “For every nine 
people we’ve executed in the 
United States, one innocent 
person on death row has 
been identified.”

The 61-year-old african-
american attorney is to be 
honoured with three other 
rights activists on December 
3 with the Swedish founda-
tion award established in 
1980 which has been de-
scribed as the “alternative 
Nobel Prize”.

The founder of the Equal 
Justice Initiative, Steven-
son has been able to prove 
the innocence or commute 
the sentences of 130 con-
demned prisoners, a fight 
which is recounted in his 
book Just Mercy and a movie 
of the same name starring 
Michael B Jordan.

For Stevenson, mistaken 
convictions should have 
resulted in an immediate 
“shutdown” to executions.

He said: “Like in aviation 
. . . when a plane crashes, we 
have to figure out why. We 
don’t allow planes to fly.

“In health and food and 
safety we do the same thing, 
but somehow in our justice 
system, not only do we con-
tinue executing people, we 
don’t even try to figure out 
why it is the rate of error is 
so high.”

The Trump administration 

resumed executions of fed-
eral prisoners in July after a 
17-year hiatus.

There have been eight 
since then and five others 
are scheduled, including one 
on January 15, just five days 
before President-elect Joe 
Biden is to be inaugurated.

Until July, there had been 
only three federal execu-
tions in the past 45 years.

“It think that’s tragic,” Ste-
venson said of the resump-
tion of federal executions 
under Trump. “I actually 
would love to see the federal 
death penalty abolished.

“It’s clearly being used in 
a political way . . . and the 

last few months have shown 
that it is a political tool, at a 
minimum,” he said.

‘Hopeful’
Biden has pledged to 

work towards abolishing the 
death penalty at the federal 
level but he will need the ap-
proval of congress to do so 
and Democrats will need to 
take back the Senate.

For Stevenson, the death 
penalty embodies some of the 
shortcomings of the US judi-
cial system including the crim-
inalisation of mental illness 
and incarceration of minors, 
but above all discrimination 
against african-americans.

Orlando Hall, a Black 
man who was executed last 
month, “was convicted by 
an all-white jury after 80 per 
cent of the african-amer-
icans were excluded by a 
prosecutor with a history of 
racial bias”, Stevenson said. 
“Our courts refused to ad-
dress that issue.”

The nationwide “Black 
Lives Matter” protests fol-
lowing the murder of george 
Floyd by a white police offi-
cer in May focused attention 
on police brutality in the US 
towards african-americans.

But Stevenson said pros-
ecutors and judges can also 
exhibit racial bias.

He said: “There’s a pre-
sumption of dangerousness 
and guilt that gets assigned to 
black and brown people which 
makes them very vulnerable 
in a very aggressive, predatory 
criminal justice system.

“So we have lots of Black 
people who get wrongly ac-
cused and wrongly arrested, 
wrongly convicted.”

Stevenson is speaking 
from personal experience.

He added: “I’m an african-
american attorney. I went 
to Harvard Law School . . . 
I’ve been pulled out of my 
car and threatened by police 
who said they were going to 
blow my brains out.” AFP

INDIa attempted to calm nearly a 
week of raucous protests by meeting 
with farmers on December 1 after 
rallies against agricultural reforms 
sparked violent clashes with police 
on the outskirts of the capital.

The plight of farmers is a major 
political issue in India with thou-
sands committing suicide in recent 
years due to debt and increasingly 
erratic weather patterns blamed on 
climate change.

Laws rushed through parliament 
earlier this year by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s government mean 
that growers are now free to legally 
sell their produce anywhere in India 
instead of getting guaranteed prices 
from state-run markets.

Farmers were met with tear gas 
and water cannons when they 
marched on New Delhi last week 
and are now facing off against heav-
ily-armed security forces at two ma-
jor entry points to the city. 

Many of the demonstrators come 
from northern Punjab state which 
is controlled by the congress party, 
the main opposition to Modi’s ad-
ministration. 

congress leaders have argued the 
farming reforms will give private 
corporations free rein to exploit 
farmers, an argument echoed by the 
protesters. 

“as big players . . . enter the field, our 
existing government agriculture mar-
kets will become redundant and pri-

vate players will exploit the farmers,” 
said Harmandeep Singh, who joined 
the demonstration from Punjab.

Singh said the farmers are calling for 
a written guarantee from the govern-
ment that the existing minimum price 
for crops would not be removed. 

addressing a rally on November 

30, Modi accused the opposition of 
spreading “misinformation” about 
the reform package.

But his government brought for-
ward talks with farmer group repre-
sentatives by two days on December 
1 in an effort to forestall more rallies 
after protesters announced plans to 
blockade other routes into the city. 

Elsewhere police set up road-
blocks and arrested demonstrators 
trying to march into the capital.

The protests have also provoked a 
diplomatic spat between India and 
canada, which is home to a large 
Punjabi-origin diaspora.

canadian Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau published a video message 
on Twitter in which he said the dem-
onstrations were “concerning” and 
defended the right to peaceful protest.

“We’ve reached out through multi-
ple means directly to the Indian au-
thorities to highlight our concerns,” 
he added.

India’s foreign ministry responded 
by hitting out at “ill-informed com-
ments by canadian leaders relating 
to farmers in India”, without directly 
naming Trudeau. AFP

US President Donald Trump participates in a Thanksgiving teleconference with members of the United States Military, at the White House in 
Washington, DC on November 26. AFP

Farmers are blocked by police on their march to New Delhi on Wednesday to protest 
against the central government’s recent agricultural reforms at the Delhi-Uttar 
Pradesh state border in Ghazipur. AFP
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world

THE International Federation of 
Journalists (IFJ) on December 1 con-
demned paramilitary death threats 
against two Northern Irish reporters, 
highlighting dangers to the press in 
the province where a correspondent 
was slain last year.

Two journalists working for the 
Sunday World newspaper were con-
tacted by police last weekend over 
“imminent threats” of attack from 
loyalist paramilitaries including the 
West Belfast Ulster Defence associa-
tion, the IFJ said in a statement.

One journalist was alerted by 
police in the middle of the night 
while another has been issued with 
a “shoot to kill threat and is also at 
risk of entrapment and attack”, the 
Brussels-based industry organisa-
tion said.

IFJ secretary-general anthony Bel-
langer said: “We condemn these at-
tacks which seek to suppress inde-
pendent reporting in a democracy.

“Those responsible for these 
threats must be identified and held 
to account in the interest of press 
freedom.”

Northern Ireland was the site of 
“The Troubles”, a 30-year-long sec-
tarian conflict between loyalist and 
republican paramilitaries, and Brit-
ish security forces.

Some 3,500 were killed in violence 
over British rule of the province. AFP

ISraEL’S nomination of a far-right 
nationalist with a history of anti-
arab rhetoric to lead Yad Vashem has 
triggered outrage among Holocaust 
experts who say his leadership would 
“disgrace” the revered memorial.

In august, right-wing Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu announced 
his intention to appoint Effie Eitam 
as chairman of the iconic Holocaust 
museum in Jerusalem visited by for-
eign leaders and hundreds of thou-
sands of tourists annually.

Eitam, respected in Israel for his 
distinguished military career, led 
the nationalist religious Mafdal par-
ty in the early 2000s. He has recently 
been working in the private sector.

In 2006, Eitam said that arab Israe-
lis should be “expelled from the po-
litical scene because they represent 
a fifth column”, a term that refers to 
a faction within a country collabo-
rating with the nation’s enemies.

While serving as minister of hous-
ing and construction, he was a full-
throated supporter of expanding 
Jewish settlements in the occupied 
West Bank, communities regarded 
as illegal by most of the internation-
al community.

and in 2014, he called for Israel to 
annex the entire West Bank, while 
advocating offering Israeli citizen-
ship to Palestinians and expelling 
those who refused to accept it.

Israeli annexation of the entire 
West Bank is a position so extreme 
not even right-wingers in national 
politics openly support it. AFP

N Irish journos
get paramilitary 
death threats

Far-right-winger’s 
bid to run Israel’s 
official Holocaust 
memorial stirs ire
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ThAILANd’S ratsadon pro-
democracy group announced 
via the United Front of Tham-
masat and demonstration 
group’s Facebook page on de-
cember 1 that their rally on de-
cember 2 would be held at Lat 
Phrao Intersection, also known 
as ha Yaek Lat Phrao, in bang-
kok’s chatuchak district from 
4pm, instead of the constitu-
tional court in Lak Si district.

earlier this week, ratsadon 
protesters had planned to gath-
er in front of the constitutional 
court as december 2 is the day 
the court announces the verdict 
in a case against Prime minister 
General Prayut chan-o-cha for 
reportedly breaking Army rules 
by living in a military house af-
ter retirement.

earlier this year, former 
Army chief General Apirat 

Kongsompong had ordered 
retired military officers to 
move out of their state-pro-
vided quarters before the end 
of February.

however, he exempted 
Prayut and deputy Prime 
minister Prawit Wongsuwan, 
both retired Army generals, 
because of their “significant 
contributions to the country’s 
well-being”.

“If Prayut is found guilty in 
this case, he could be forced to 
step down as the court would 
deem his action unconstitu-
tional, rendering him unfit to 
be prime minister,” the group 
said in the Facebook post.

“Please come out at ha Yaek 
Lat Phrao from 4pm to witness 
this historical moment togeth-
er,” the post added. THE NATION 

(THAILAND)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Thai protesters change 
venue to north bangkok

VN makes strides in hIV/AIdS fight

Thousands of houses still flooded in North Sumatra

VIeTNAm is seen as a bright 
spot in hIV/AIdS prevention 
and control as the epidemic 
has been well controlled in the 
country in recent years, ex-
perts said at a conference held 
on december 1 to mark World 
AIdS day 2020 and review 30 
years of hIV/AIdS efforts in 
Vietnam.

Speaking at the event, dep-
uty Prime minister Truong 
hoa binh lauded Vietnam’s 
achievements in the fight 
against the hIV/AIdS epidem-
ic over the past decades, add-
ing that the epidemic was still 
a threat to human health and 
affected economic and social 
development and the future of 
both nations and peoples.

minister of health Nguyen 
Thanh Long said that over 
the past 30 years, Vietnam 
had implemented compre-
hensive and effective hIV/
AIdS prevention and control 
activities.

he said: “The hIV/AIdS ep-
idemic in Vietnam has been 
gradually controlled and the 
rate of hIV infection in the 
community is below 0.26 per 
cent.

“In the past 15 years alone, 
we have prevented about half 
a million people from being 
infected with hIV and saved 
the lives of about 200,000 
people who may have died 
from AIdS.

“The Joint United Nations 
Programme on hIV/AIdS 
[UNAIdS] said that Vietnam 
was one of four countries, 

along with the UK, Germany 
and Switzerland, to have an 
especially high quality of hIV/
AIdS treatment in the world.”

The country now has about 
10,000 new hIV cases and about 
2,000 hIV/AIdS-related deaths 
yearly, compared to 30,000 new 
cases and 10,000 deaths some 
13 years ago.

A UNAIdS report also said 
Vietnam had the largest na-
tional decrease in number of 
new hIV infections in 2018 
(down 64 per cent compared 

to 2010).
At the event, participants 

heard that Vietnam still faced 
many challenges due to the 
hIV/AIdS epidemic.

In addition to the 2,000 an-
nual AIdS deaths, there are 
still about 40,000 hIV-infected 
people living in the community 
without knowing their hIV sta-
tus. hIV transmission through 
sex continues to increase, es-
pecially among men who have 
had same-sex relations.

experts said stigma and 

discrimination against hIV/
AIdS had decreased but were 
still quite common, causing 
a barrier for people to access 
hIV/AIdS health services.

Vietnam has set a goal to ba-
sically end the AIdS epidemic 
by 2030 by having only 1,000 
new hIV cases each year in 
the country.

This means that the coun-
try will need to reduce new 
hIV infections cases by 90 per 
cent by 2030. VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

A 
SWeLL of water 2m deep 
flooded thousands of 
houses in Tebing Tinggi 
city, North Sumatra, Indo-

nesia over the weekend, blocking 
the roads connecting three regen-
cies and cities in the area.

Torrential rainfall since November 
27 caused the Padang river in Tebing 
Tinggi to overflow, submerging near-
by houses and streets. The water had 
not receded by december 29.

The flooding also caused hundreds 
of kilometres of traffic gridlock from 
Tebing Tinggi all the way to Serdang 
bedagai and batubara regencies.

motorists have had to spend up-
wards of seven hours to escape the 
traffic.

Khairul, a resident of medan, said 
his car was stuck in traffic due to the 
flooding. he said it was one of the 
worst traffic jams he had ever en-
countered in the province. 

Khairul started driving out of ba-
tubara regency at 8pm on Novem-
ber 28 and finally got out of gridlock 
on the toll road in Serdang bedagai 
at 4:35am on November 29.

“I have never encountered this kind 
of snaking traffic jam that takes hours 
[to escape]. We needed about eight 
hours to get through it,” Khairul told 
The Jakarta Post on November 29.

North Sumatra governor edy 
rahmayadi said heavy rainfall had 
destroyed up to 50m of the Padang 
river’s embankments and flooded 
the Tanjung marulak area in Tebing 
Tinggi city. however, he conceded 
the riverbed had been very shallow 
and susceptible to flooding.

Up to 25,297 people from the 10,000 
families residing in the districts of 
hulu, Padang hilir, rambutan, ba-
jenis and Tebing Tinggi districts have 
been affected by the flooding.

“This is the largest flood that has 
occurred in Tebing Tinggi, but no 
one has died,” edy said on Novem-
ber 28. he added that the provincial 
administration would evaluate the 
cause of the flood in Tebing Tinggi 
and introduce efforts to restore the 
riverbanks where needed.

“We will coordinate our [efforts] 
with various agencies to handle 

the flooding,” edy said, adding that 
covid-19 health protocols must still 
be followed.

With the onset of the wet season 
in October, many inland areas are 
prone to flooding, including areas 
with weak infrastructure for disaster 
mitigation in place.

The meteorology, climatology and 
Geophysics Agency (bmKG) pro-

jected that nearly 40 per cent of the 
342 seasonal zones across Indonesia 
will experience rainfall beginning in 
November. most of the country is 
expected to see the peak of the rainy 
season in January and February next 
year, the bmKG said in September. 

meanwhile, Tebing Tinggi mayor 
Umar Zunaidi hasibuan said the 
Padang river’s restoration was the 

bare minimum in terms of precau-
tionary measures that must be taken 
to mitigate flooding. 

The city, he said, would start 
dredging the river and repair or con-
struct damaged embankment walls 
to be higher than before.

“We will do that to prevent another 
flood from happening again,” Umar 
said. THE JAKARTA POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Vietnamese Minister of Health Nguyen Thanh Long addresses a World AIDS Day conference on Tuesday. 
VIETNAM NEWS AGENCY/VIET NAM NEWS

Rescuers evacuating a flood-affected resident in Tebing Tinggi districts, as thousands of houses were inundated in North Sumatra after torrential rains pounded the area. AFP

Prominent Thai pro-democracy activists hold up the three-finger 
salute to their mouths as they arrive at Chanasongkram police station 
in Bangkok on Monday, to hear charges of allegedly violating the royal 
defamation law during the ongoing pro-democracy protests. AFP
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U
NdOUbTedLY, 2020 was 
meant to be a “super year” 
for nature; but a recent UN 
report has found that the 

world failed to meet any of the 20 
biodiversity targets established a 
decade ago in Aichi, Japan, to slow 
the destruction of forests and other 
life-supporting ecosystems. As a 
result, forest loss has continued at an 
alarming rate, with approximately 10 
million hectares lost each year 
between 2015 and 2020, according to 
the Food and Agriculture Organisa-
tion (FAO) and the UN environment 
Programme (UNeP). 

Agricultural expansion continues to 
be the greatest driver of deforesta-
tion, and has accelerated forest bio-
diversity loss. The UN has warned 
that failure to act could undermine 
the Paris agreement and the Sustain-
able development Goals. In fact, 
beyond the climate crisis, the ongo-
ing covid-19 pandemic is also a stark 
reminder of humanity’s dysfunction-
al relationship with nature. It is no 
coincidence that deforestation has 
coincided with the quadrupling of 
new infectious diseases over the last 
60 years, according to UNIceF. 

The invasion of natural habitats 
cause species to live in closer prox-
imity to one another and to humans, 
hence increasing the risk that animal 
viruses will find new hosts – in us. 
Just as carbon is not the primary 
cause of climate change, it is not 
nature but humans and our activities 
that are the critical driver of pandem-
ics. Fortunately, the current crisis has 
also demonstrated the potential of 
collective human will and action, as 
well as how quickly nature can heal 
when it is finally allowed to. 

The turn of the century thus marks 
a critical crossroads in humanity’s 
journey towards achieving a forest 
positive future. Governments and 
companies both have the opportuni-
ty to better align their economic 
models with planetary boundaries 
and successfully deliver on their “no 
deforestation” commitments. but to 
do this, greater collaborative action 
must complement individual action 
going forward to end deforestation 
and protect biodiversity globally. 

Increasing investor and consumer 
pressure, coupled with the risks of 
supply chain disruption amid the cov-
id-19 pandemic, have accelerated pos-
itive changes in corporate behaviour. 
Nonetheless, the inherent complexity 

of supply chains remains a common 
challenge cited by companies seeking 
to eliminate deforestation from their 
individual value chains. 

Jurisdictional approaches are a 
promising tool in addressing this chal-
lenge. This participatory and collabo-
rative process unites producers, trad-
ers, processors and markets across 
commodity supply chains to identify 
common goals, and empowers all sup-
ply chain stakeholders to work togeth-
er across sub-national jurisdictions. 

This process enables companies to 
better monitor and identify the root 
causes of deforestation in their supply 
chains. Synergetic approaches also 
allow for greater awareness among 
sub-national governments of other 
social and environmental issues within 
their jurisdictions. Since these initia-
tives involve diverse sets of stakehold-
ers, including smallholders, companies 
can benefit from increased levels of 
assurance across a larger landscape to 
minimise the risk of sourcing from irre-
sponsible producers. 

The participation of jurisdictional 
governments also reduces regulatory 
risk for companies, as they are more 
likely to be aligned with upcoming 
regulatory requirements. While juris-
dictional initiatives are still in their 
nascent stages, early signs are 
encouraging that companies are 
deploying these initiatives as a viable 

tool in addressing sourcing and sus-
tainability challenges within their 
commodity supply chains. 

One notable example is the Siak 
Pelalawan Landscape Programme 
(SPLP) in riau province, Indonesia, 
which is a coalition of eight companies 
– cargill, danone, Golden Agri-re-
sources, musim mas, Nestle, Pepsico, 
Unilever and L’Oréal – working togeth-
er to support the transition to sustaina-
ble palm oil production in the Siak and 
Pelalawan regencies. Such collabora-
tions hold great promise in uniting 
cross-sector efforts to tackle deforesta-
tion and scale sustainable practices. 

However, lack of consistent, reliable 
information for companies about 
these approaches and potential out-
comes hampers their appetite for 
involvement. At the same time, lack 
of capacity at the sub-national level 
to develop, implement and report on 
these interventions impedes the scal-
ing of jurisdictional approaches. 

At present, buy-ins from companies 
and sub-national governments are 
insufficient to fully reap the rewards 
of jurisdictional approaches. 
Improved impact reporting over time 
will hopefully provide a clear business 
case to gain buy-ins and crucially, 
scale up these collaborative processes. 

In recognition of their potential and 
to mobilise their uptake, the carbon 
disclosure Project (cdP) launched 

the enabling Jurisdictional Approach-
es to Halt deforestation project to 
create a standardised and consistent 
framework for stakeholders to report 
on the quality of jurisdictional initia-
tives. The project introduces new 
metrics for the quality of jurisdiction-
al interventions, company training 
and engagement sessions, as well as 
policy briefings about the business 
case for developing jurisdictional ini-
tiatives using data that states and 
regions report to cdP.  

With consistent and reliable infor-
mation, companies and sub-national 
governments will have greater incen-
tive to engage in jurisdictional inter-
ventions. Further, the process of 
responding to this new assessment 
will support sub-national govern-
ments in understanding what infor-
mation the market needs and will 
build their capacity and ability to 
provide that information. 

Ultimately, by creating the data and 
insights needed, cdP hopes to form 
a positive feedback loop between 
market actors, producers and sub-
national governments, accelerating 
collaborative action to secure a zero-
deforestation, sustainable economy 
for the future. the jakarta post/ann

The writer is global director of forests at CDP, 
an international non-profit organisation that 
runs a global disclosure project for environmen-
tal impact management.

Opinion
Morgan Gillespy

Collaborative action for a ‘forest 
positive’: A lesson from Indonesia

The Leuser ecosystem, an area of stunning beauty where peat swamp and dense forest surround waterfalls and mountains poking through 
clouds, is like much of Indonesia’s rainforests – under threat from the aggressive expansion of palm oil and pulp and paper plantations. afp



13THE PHNOM PENH POST  december  3, 2020  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

Lifestyle
Agro-farming trips with Kase Tour
Hong Raksmey
 

I
N THe bus heading to Kam-
pong chhnang province, beng 
Hab said he has been interest-
ed in agro-farming since child-

hood and wanted to visit organic 
farms where fruits and vegetables 
are grown chemical-free.

“I did not study agriculture, but I 
love it. I still love growing vegetables 
and raising animals. I think cambo-
dia should have agro-tourism ser-
vices,” said the former veterinarian. 

Today Hab, 32, has raised 20 quails 
and some chickens. He has grown 
some vegetables in his small back-
yard to supply his own needs.

“We wanted to visit a vegetable 
farm and see how plants are grown 
on a real farm. However, we could 
not find a farm offering agro-tour-
ism tours.

“We should have gone to a farm 
that welcomes visitors. We did not 
dare visit a private farm without the 
owner’s permission,” says Hab, sit-
ting next to his wife and three-year-
old daughter in the bus.

The bus was taking a dozen pas-
sengers from Phnom Penh early in 
the morning. It drove through Na-
tional road 5 to Samaki meanchey 
district where people could learn 
about agriculture and enjoy lunch at 
a restaurant that sources vegetables, 
fish and chicken meat from a farm.

The passengers are tourists from 
different backgrounds. They are 
from private companies, civil ser-
vants and non-government organi-
sations. but they all share the com-
mon interest in agro-tourism.

Team leader Nhoeun chanreth 
gave a brief background on how his 
team come to organise the trip be-
fore he invited people to embark on 
the bus tour.

He then requested the participants 
to introduce themselves. It was fol-
lowed by a relaxing conversation 
about agriculture in the Kingdom. 

Kase Tour was established four 
months ago to provide domestic 
and inbound tour packages special-
ising in agro-tourism.

It works collaboratively and time-
lessly with all stakeholders to pro-
mote cambodia’s tourism through 
the potential of agro-tourism.

“Our three members are from the 
agriculture sector. Our friends were 
always looking for agro-farms and 
animal husbandry locations. They 
suggested we organise this farm trip.

“Another member is studying the 
tourism industry in Thailand. There-
fore, we started Kase Tour to organ-
ise agro-tours such as today’s,” says 
chanreth.

Telling funny stories and sharing 
knowledge about agriculture dur-
ing the road trip, the participants 
headed to the entrance where tem-
perature measurement and alcohol 
spray devices are installed.

Visitors were welcomed with 
freshwater lemon juice upon ar-
rival to quench their thirst before 
they visited Khmer style bungalows 
surrounded by vegetables and big 
trees. 

Farmhouse Smiling Gecko bunga-
low manager Nheb Pheara became 
our tour guide.

He says, “our bungalow prices 
range from $45 to $170 per night. 
Guests are offered breakfast, a farm 
tour, bicycle ride, the use of the pool 
and yoga facilities as complemen-
tary to their stay”.

After visiting the farmhouse hos-
pitality facilities, visitors are wel-
comed with a three-course lunch 
prepared by using ingredients har-
vested from the farm itself.

“Kase Tour makes connects agricul-
ture and tourism. We think that it is 
really good to make people love and 
promote agriculture and tourism at 
the same,” says cheng Vuthy, a Kase 
Tour founder and tour manager.

Since Kase Tour was created four 
months ago, the trip to the farm-
house was its first.

Vuthy says: “We spent much time 
to study and plan since we needed 
to organise our internal structure.”

And because it is a newly estab-
lished tour agency, Vuthy admitted 
that working with eco-resorts and 
organic farms faced some small 
challenges.

“Firstly, we encountered some dif-
ficulty since we were new. but when 
we were able to convince them 
about the importance of coopera-
tion, they understood and agreed to 
work with us.

“Now, Farmhouse Smiling Gecko’s 
director aims to promote non-chem-
ical products to gather the local 
people’s support in addition to their 
expatriate guests who visit for some 
peace and calm within a relaxing, 
noise-free environment,” he says.

Sy Sovath, the farmhouse’s man-
ager, even gave a presentation of 
how to farm vegetables correctly for 
the best outcomes.

He says the farm’s nursery has 
about 10-20ha reserved for agricul-
ture. more than 30 types of vegeta-
bles are grown there. 

“The nursery is divided into three 
main sections – the nursery, green-
house or net house and the open 
field.

“We have to grow and caring for 
several varieties of crops. If we start 
without good preparation, they 
would die easily,” says Sovath.

The farm started four years ago 
and is improving its productivity to 
comply with high demand and ob-
tain better yields. 

He tells the visitors that farmers 
need to pay attention to the soil 
composition to ensure it is fertile. 
It also has to do with the amount of 
water supplied to the vegetables as 
some need more and some less.

Farmers, he says, should know 
how much nourishment is required 
for the different types of soil and 
plants. And finally, it is important 
to have an Integrated Pest manage-
ment (IPm) system to control pests 
such as insects and to avoid dis-
eases.

“There are some diseases caused 
by fungal infections that harm the 
plants. We can treat plants with fun-

gal diseases by using Trichoderma, 
but normally we can’t kill viral dis-
eases but have to root them out. We 
also use traps including sticky traps 
to catch insects.

“As organic farms don’t use chemi-
cal pesticides, we only manage to 
chase them away. In some locations, 
we grow specific types of flowers 
such as marigold and garlic to dispel 
insects by their smell,” says Sovath. 

Among several types of farm crops, 
visitors are more likely to look close-
ly to vanilla plants, a newly-added 
type in the farm since it’s rare to see 
them grown in cambodia.

In a greenhouse full of 36 vanilla 
vines, Sovath says dried vanilla 
beans can be sold for between $500 
and $700 a kg.

“The period from flowering to 
producing beans takes about four to 
five years, depending on how young 
the vines are.

“If we are lucky, next year we will 
see flowers and beans. If not, we 
need to wait a little longer since the 
development from flowers to young 
beans takes about nine months.

“Vanilla is different from other 
crops because normal plants need 
bees for fertilisation to produce 
fruits. but for vanilla, we have to 

use our hands to transfer pollen be-
tween male and female flowers,” he 
says.

While visitors continued their tour 
to the workshop, fish ponds and the 
community school, cheng Vuthy 
tells more about Kase Tour’s mission 
to promote local farmers’ products.

He says since farmers find diffi-
culty in seeking markets, Kase Tour 
buys their products and offers them 
wholesale in Phnom Penh. Now his 
team is studying other potential 
markets in Siem reap.

Sovath says: “When our farmers in 
Pailin ensure sustainable supplies, 
we can transport their products for 
sale in Siem reap – the second larg-
est market after Phnom Penh.”

Aside from organising local tours, 
Kase Tour is also eyeing interna-
tional destinations. but the plan has 
been paused for the time being due 
to the covid-19 pandemic. 

“For our local tours, we mainly 
focus on visiting farms and sharing 
knowledge about the agriculture 
sector. but if we travel long distanc-
es, we will add more leisure activi-
ties to the tour,” says Vuthy. 

A day-long tour offers visitors 
enough leisure time to get to know 
the agro-farms. Visitors will leave 
the farm with good knowledge of 
basic agriculture as carried out in 
the countryside. 

“I have become very interested 
in trips like this. What amazes me 
is the wide range of farms that are 
available in cambodia. There are 
lots of varieties in the agriculture 
that is grown,” says Phal Kimsan, on 
the bus trip back to the city.

beng Hab, who currently works 
for a local beer factory, takes time 
off during the return trip to write a 
Facebook account of the day’s hap-
penings.

He says: “I took in the fresh air, ate 
naturally-grown vegetables, visited 
fish ponds and more. All that I expe-
rienced today has been interesting 
for me. It’s a lovely trip!”

For more detail about Kase Tour 
and agro-tourism, you can visit its 
Facebook page: @camkasetour or 
contact number: 077 958 797.

Vanilla plants are a new addition at the Farmhouse Smiling Gecko in Kampong Chhnang 
province. HONG MENEA

Visitors from different backgrounds who share the same hobby in agro-farm are on farm tour at Farmhouse Smiling Gecko. HONG MENEA

Visitors learn how organic plants such as aloe vera are grown in Farmhouse Smiling 
Gecko’s nursery. HONG MENEA
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Insect feeler
  5 Avian claw
 10 Item of finality in the paper
 14 Petri dish gelatin
 15 Sans support
 16 Political competition
 17 U. of Arkansas gridders
 19 Type of rug
 20 It won’t hold water
 21 Bird feeder fill
 22 North Atlantic food fishes
 23 Like some jokes and jobs
 25 First-person figure
 27 Feeble-minded
 29 Easily vexed
 32 Throb painfully
 35 Abdominal anomaly
 39 “I’ve found you out at last!”
 40 Oozy stuff
 41 Many moisturizers
 42 It may be fresh or stale
 43 Hold the title to
 44 “I, Robot” writer
 45 Cathedral section
 46 Senator who made the rounds?
 48 Stash finder

 50 Making a team, as from oxen
 54 They set out to cross the line
 58 Convergence points
 60 Tidy
 62 Work on a wall
 63 Winged god of love
 64 Ignore
 66 Break, as a horse
 67 Rocker Winter
 68 Trip provider?
 69 Priestly robes
 70 Bottle redheads
 71 Neighbor of Vietnam
DOWN
  1 Indian Zoroastrian
  2 Once more
  3 Lollygags
  4 Be a breadwinner
  5 It may run in a bar
  6 “Poor me!”
  7 ___ tenens (substitute)
  8 Correctly sung
  9 Nutcracker suites
 10 Seer
 11 Fragrant cake
 12 Like many sprained ankles
 13 Pekoe and oolong

 18 Second version
 24 Societal standards and such
 26 LAX guesstimates
 28 Sasquatch cousin
 30 Just-once link
 31 Days long gone
 32 Eagerly expectant
 33 Brother’s hood
 34 Bees’ creation
 36 Outer edge
 37 “High” time
 38 Alloy of nickel and iron
 41 Long and lean
 45 Indictment
 47 Discordant sounds
 49 “___ Lama Ding Dong” (1961 hit)
 51 Not yet up
 52 Dweebish
 53 Shotgun caliber
 55 “All My Children” woman
 56 Pre-television entertainment
 57 Goes downhill in the winter
 58 Greek cheese
 59 Type of exam
 61 Old autocrat
 65 Slugger’s stats

“CLEAN THAT UP!” 

Wednesday’s solution

Wednesday’s solution

bTS’ Life Goes On hits 
No1 on US billboard chart

Paris ‘magnet fishers’ snag 
51 rental bikes out of canal

T
railblaziNg South 
Korean boy band 
bTS became the first 
group to have a for-

eign-language song enter the 
US billboard chart at number 
one in the latest musical re-
cord to be re-written by the 
K-pop sensation.

Life Goes On, sung predomi-
nantly in Korean, topped the 
US Hot 100 in its debut week, 
billboard said monday, the first 
foreign-language song to do so 
in the chart’s 62-year history.

bTS – or bangtan Sonyeon-
dan, which translates as bul-
letproof boy Scouts – have 
become one of the biggest 

acts in the world since they 
launched seven years ago – 
and made a billionaire of their 
managing agency’s founder.

Their latest single is also the 
first mainly-Korean song ever 
to top the chart. The band’s 
success marks the growing 
appeal of the South’s popular 
culture in the US, after the sub-
titled Korean movie Parasite 
won four Oscar awards in Feb-
ruary, including best Picture.

bTS’ earlier track Dyna-
mite debuted atop the chart 
in September but it was sung 
entirely in english, making it 
radio-friendly in anglophone 
countries.

Dynamite is still on the 
chart at number three and 
they have another five tracks 
in the Top 100.

Life Goes On is the band’s 
third number one song in 
three months, after Dynamite 
and a bTS remix of Savage 
Love by Jawsh 685 and Jason 
derulo.

The band achieved the feat 
“more quickly than any musi-
cal act since The beatles,” bill-
board said. 

The beatles’I Want to Hold 
Your Hand, She Loves You and 
Can’t Buy Me Love all topped 
the chart in just over two 
months in 1964. AFP

a Pair of anglers armed with 
powerful magnets pulled out 
51 rental bikes from a stretch of 
canal on the edge of Paris last 
weekend, a surprising haul even 
for the veteran practitioners.

“it was incredible, we 
brought up 20 in the first half 
hour,” clement charret told 
aFP on Tuesday.

For the past year and a half, 
he has been trawling the depths 
of canals that snake north and 
east from the capital, “for fun 
but mostly to clean up”.

With his sidekick enzo, 

dubbed “magneto,” they also 
found a motorscooter and 
traffic signs at the portion of 
the Ourcq canal which cuts 
through a rapidly gentrify-
ing area outside the ring road 
that surrounds Paris.

around 15 of the most re-
cent bikes were recovered by 
employees of the city’s bike 
rental scheme Velib’, while 
the others were lined up on 
the banks, draped in mud 
and weeds, under the shadow 
of a former mill recently reno-
vated for office space.

charret, a 20-year-old stu-
dent who lives in the nearby 
suburb of Pavillon-sous-bois, 
said that while the bike catch 
was unusual, it wasn’t the 
most interesting item ever 
plucked by his magnet.

His favourites? “a bayonet 
from World War i and a re-
volver pistol from the era of 
Napoleon iii,” he said.

last year, he managed to 
snag two World War ii shells, 
a find that prompted the in-
tervention of a mine-removal 
team. AFP

Student Clement Charret, 20, stands next to a row of rusty Velib bicycles and shows off the magnet-fishing 
equipment he uses to fish out different objects thrown into the Ourcq Canal. AFP

BTS performs during the 2020 American Music Awards aired from the Microsoft theatre on November 22 in 
Los Angeles. AFP
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Zidane vows 
to bring real 
madrid out 
of team slump 
Z

inedine Zidane dis-
missed suggestions 
he could walk away 
from real madrid 

and said the Spanish giants 
did not deserve to lose after 
going down 2-0 to Shakhtar 
donetsk on december 1, 
their second defeat by the 
Ukrainians in this season’s 
champions League leaving 
their hopes of reaching the 
last 16 in jeopardy.

Substitutes dentinho and 
manor Solomon both scored 
second-half goals in Kiev as 
Shakhtar stunned the 13-time 
european champions again, 
having already won 3-2 in ma-
drid in October.

Shakhtar had lost their last 
two Group b matches against 
borussia moenchengladbach 
by an aggregate score of 10-0, 
but this victory allowed them 
to move above real into sec-
ond place in the group with 
one game remaining.

Gladbach top the section by 
a point, while Shakhtar now 
have the upper hand on real 

thanks to their superior head-
to-head record.

However, inter milan’s 3-2 
win away over Gladbach not 
only kept the italians alive 
but also limited the damage 
for real, who now know a win 
at home to the Germans next 
week will take them through, 
regardless of how Shakhtar 
fare in their last game.

Since madrid have made it 
out of their group every year 
from 1997, so failure to qualify 
would be seen as a disaster, 
but Zidane said he would not 
leave the club he has so far led 
to three champions League 
triumphs and two La Liga ti-
tles over two spells as coach.

“i am not going to resign, 
not at all,” said Zidane. “We 
are always going to have dif-
ficult moments, and we are on 
a bad run, but we need to keep 
going.”

“i have the strength needed 
to turn the situation around, 
and i am going to give every-
thing to do that, [and] so are 
the players,” added the French-

man, whose team also lost on 
the weekend, going down 2-1 
at home to Alaves in La Liga.

“We played well, and we 
deserved more. We just need 
to lift our heads up and think 
about the next game.”

Struggles without Ramos
real were returning to the 

scene of their victory over Liv-
erpool in the 2018 final, but 
they looked a shadow of their 

former selves in the cold and 
snow in Kiev’s Olympic Stadi-
um. The result further under-
lined how much they miss de-
fensive talisman Sergio ramos 
when he is not there.

This was real’s seventh de-
feat in the last nine champi-
ons League matches they have 
played without ramos, who is 
currently injured.

Perhaps this game would 
have turned out differently 

had marco Asensio scored in 
the fifth minute rather than 
turn Karim benzema’s cross 
onto the post, but they went 
on to slump to a third defeat 
in their last five matches in all 
competitions.

dentinho had replaced the 
injured Junior moraes in the 
first half, and the brazilian 
made the opening goal just 
before the hour mark.

Ferland mendy intercepted a 

Viktor Kovalenko ball into the 
box but only succeeded in lay-
ing it on a plate for dentinho 
to tuck past Thibaut courtois 
and into the net.

The Ukrainian champions 
made sure of their victory on 
the counter-attack with eight 
minutes remaining as israeli 
international Solomon picked 
up the ball halfway and ad-
vanced unchallenged before 
picking his spot. afp

US women’s football 
agree to settlement

‘chilled’ West indies ready to put 
red-ball Test heat on new Zealand 

THe US women’s squad have 
agreed a settlement deal with the 
US Soccer Federation on out-
standing claims over working 
conditions, it was announced on 
december 1.

The agreement, filed in a 
california federal court, was 
focused on travel, hotel accom-
modations, match venues and 
staffing, while setting up an 
appeal from players over a court 
ruling last may that rejected 
many of their claims for pay 
equal to male players in a wage 
discrimination lawsuit.

US Soccer president cindy 
cone, who took over the post 
earlier this year, called the set-
tlement “an important and 
welcomed moment for US Soc-
cer and the women’s national 
team players”.

“i believe our approach helped 
us reach this agreement and 
demonstrates the commitment 
of US Soccer’s new leadership to 
find a new way forward with the 
USWnT [US women’s national 

soccer team]. This settlement is 
good news for everyone and i 
believe will serve as a spring-
board for continued progress.”

Terms of the deal would 
begin immediately but would 
not address past actions or 
involve payments to the wom-
en, whose litigation could lead 
to millions of dollars in back 
pay if successful.

cone said she hoped the 
“positive step forward” would 
lead to the women’s players 
“accepting our standing offer 
to discuss contract options”.

cone, a former US women’s 
player, said she was “commit-
ted to equality” between the 
US men’s and women’s teams, 
adding: “my goal is, and has 
always been, to come to a 
resolution on all equal pay 
matters and inspire a new era 
of collaboration, partnership 
and trust.”

The US won its fourth Wom-
en’s World cup title in France 
last year. afp

THe West indies relished the freedom to be 
out-and-about in covid-free new Zealand 
on the eve of the first Test in Hamilton on 
december 2 but said the pressure was on 
to be fully focused once the match starts.

it has been months since either side played 
red-ball cricket, leaving the potential for rust 
with new Zealand’s last Test against india in 
February. The West indies have played only 
three Tests, against england in July.

West indies skipper Jason Holder said 
his Test squad for december 3’s opening 
match bore little resemblance to the Twen-
ty20 side whipped 2-0 by new Zealand in 
the past week and was much improved 
from the side that was crushed by 240 runs 
when they last played the longest format 
in Hamilton three years ago. 

“We’ve had some good success from then 

till now so i think the point for us is to just 
continue to build as a side,” Holder said as 
the West indies trained on december 1 
about 15m from a very green Test wicket. 

“We’ve got our plans, and it’s just that 
we have to execute. Where we’ve fallen 
down in the past is execution.”

The tourists have revelled in finally 
being able to escape the bubble life that 
has confined many of them for most of 
the past five months as they played in 
england and then dubai, which hosted 
the indian Premier League, in empty sta-
diums because of the pandemic.

“it’s like a kid running [on to] a playground 
for the first time,” Holder said as he 
described being able to get out in new Zea-
land and play cricket before large crowds. 

“it’s refreshing. i got a chance to play 

some golf, i got a chance to sit in a restau-
rant which i haven’t done for four or five 
months, so i’m a bit chilled and relaxed.”

new Zealand have a chance to play their 
way into the final of the World Test cham-
pionship if they sweep the two Tests 
against the West indies and the following 
two against Pakistan. 

but captain Kane Williamson said he 
was not looking that far ahead as he 
wrestled with getting back into Test 
mode after a diet in recent months of 
Twenty20 cricket.

“You try and go back to past experiences 
and narrow things down with your game. 
Obviously, the red-ball game is quite dif-
ferent to the white-ball format and no 
doubt it has its challenges,” he said.

“it’s being able to remove that to a certain 
extent and focus on what it is that gives 
you the best chance to play competitive, 
and your best, Test cricket rather than get-
ting ahead of yourself and thinking about 
where you might end up on ladders.”

neither side was prepared to name their 
starting 11 before seeing the state of the pitch 
on december 3 morning, but Williamson 
confirmed wicketkeeper bJ Watling would 
not play because of a hamstring strain. 

He has been replaced by Will Young who 
will open the batting in his long-awaited 
Test debut with incumbent opener Tom 
blundell moving down the order to take 
over the keeping duties.

The unlucky Young was named to make 
his debut against bangladesh last year 
before the Test was called off following 
the christchurch mosque attacks. 

Three months later he missed out on 
the World cup squad after suffering a 
shoulder injury during training camp.

both teams confirmed on the eve of the 
Test they would continue to take a knee in 
support of the black Lives matter move-
ment. afp

Real Madrid’s French coach Zinedine Zidane reacts during the Uefa Champions League Group B football match between Shakhtar Donetsk and 
Real Madrid at the Olimpiyskiy stadium in Kiev on December 1. Real was defeated 2-0. afp

The US women’s team celebrate after winning the 2015 Fifa Women’s 
World Cup overJapan. afp

West Indies Keemo Paul (left) plays a shot off the bowling of New Zealand’s Tim Southee (right)
during the second Twenty20 International cricket match between NZ and the West Indies. afp
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c
urtis Jones sent a de-
pleted Liverpool through 
to the champions League 
last 16 on december 1, 

while Zinedine Zidane dismissed 
suggestions he might walk away 
from real madrid after another de-
feat by shakhtar donetsk left their 
european hopes in the balance.

Liverpool were without a host of 
key players for the visit of Ajax to 
Anfield in Group d, with 22-year-
old irishman caoimhin Kelleher 
starting in goal in the absence of 
Alisson.

teenager Jones scored the only 
goal just before the hour, tucking 
the ball in after Ajax keeper Andre 
Onana thought he could afford to 
let a Neco Williams cross sail over 
his head.

the result was vital for the Pre-
mier League champions after their 
home loss to Atalanta a week ago, 
and it allowed them to secure a spot 
in the knockout phase.

“Honestly since i was at Liverpool 
that feels like one of the biggest 
champions League nights. Without 
supporters in, it was the most im-
portant, most difficult, most excep-
tional,” Liverpool manager Jurgen 
Klopp told bt sport.

they will go through as group 
winners after Atalanta had to come 
from behind to draw 1-1 at home to 
midtjylland, cristian romero head-
ing in a late equaliser in response to 
Alexander scholz’s thumping open-
er for the danes.

Atalanta are a point clear in sec-
ond from Ajax, with the sides meet-
ing in Amsterdam in their last game 
next week.

two-time former european 
champions Porto also sealed a last-
16 spot after drawing 0-0 at home to 

manchester city, who were already 
through and are now guaranteed to 
top Group c.

Porto would have qualified re-
gardless, because Olympiakos lost 
2-1 to marseille in France, with 
dimitri Payet scoring on two pen-
alties in the second half to turn the 
game around after mohamed mady 
camara fired the Greeks in front.

the result ends marseille’s cham-
pions League record run of 13 

straight defeats and means they 
could yet pip Olympiakos to third 
place and the consolation of a eu-
ropa League berth.

Lukaku double, Atletico held 
real madrid could yet be con-

signed to a similar fate after they 
went down 2-0 to shakhtar in Kiev, 
their second defeat this season by 
the ukrainians.

substitutes dentinho and manor 

solomon scored second-half goals 
in Kiev as shakhtar stunned the 13-
time european champions again, 
having won 3-2 in madrid in Octo-
ber.

shakhtar had lost their last two 
Group b matches against borussia 
moenchengladbach by an aggre-
gate score of 10-0, but now move 
above real into second place with 
one game remaining.

Gladbach are top by a point, while 

shakhtar have the upper hand on 
real thanks to their superior head-
to-head record.

However, the damage was limited 
for real after inter milan won 3-2 
away to Gladbach to keep their own 
hopes alive.

matteo darmian put inter ahead 
and romelu Lukaku scored twice for 
Antonio conte’s side. Alassane Plea 
netted a brace for Gladbach but was 
denied a hat-trick, for a late equal-
iser, because of an offside call.

it means inter are bottom of the 
group but could still qualify, while 
real would definitely qualify if they 
win at home to Gladbach.

madrid have made it out of their 
group in every year since 1997 and 
so failure to qualify would be seen 
as a disaster, but Zidane is not con-
sidering stepping down.

“i am not going to resign, not at 
all. We are always going to have 
difficult moments, and we are on 
a bad run, but we need to keep go-
ing,” said the Frenchman.

real’s city rivals Atletico madrid 
will also still have a crucial final 
group game after being held to a 
1-1 draw at home by a weakened 
bayern munich.

Joao Felix gave Atletico the lead 
against a bayern side who had al-
ready won Group A. thomas mu-
eller won and then converted a 
late penalty to earn the defending 
champions a draw.

salzburg can snatch a last-16 
place if they beat Atletico at home 
next week, after the Austrians won 
3-1 away over Lokomotiv moscow.

mergim berisha scored twice in 
the first half for salzburg, and Ka-
rim Adeyemi got their third goal 
after Anton miranchuk converted 
a penalty. afp

irish icon sexton draws motivation from his critics
ireLANd captain Johnny sexton says 
nothing motivates him more to carry 
on playing than being written off by 
the media and former players.

the iconic 35-year-old fly-half 

returns to the fray on december 5 – 
after missing two games due to a ham-
string strain – in the Autumn Nations 
cup third/fourth place play-off with 
scotland.

He has in the past said he wants to 
play in the 2023 World cup.

However, a series of injuries and 
occasional performances below his 
very high standards have prompted 
some to suggest the 2018 World Play-
er of the Year should have second 
thoughts about that.

“Yeah, massively,” he replied at 
december 1’s press conference as to 
his desire being fuelled by those say-
ing he should hang up his boots.

“All i want to do is be the best i can 
be, first of all, and if that means i’m 
the best out-half for any given game 
or whatever, then why shouldn’t you 
play that’s the attitude i’ve got. 

“i want to be the best out-half in 
ireland and i still have aspirations for 
other things as well.”

A typically forthright sexton said 
several factors played a role in his 
wishing to play on.

“i’m not going to just retire because 
you guys [media] want me to,” he said.

“i’ll keep going if i feel good and i 
feel hungry, and i know some past 
players want to retire me as well, but 
i’ll crack on.”

sexton’s central contract with the 
irish rugby Football union (irFu) 
comes up at the end of the year.

irFu performance director david 
Nucifora said on November 30 that 
new contracts were dependant not on 
age but on form.

“i don’t want to come out and say 
how i feel i’m playing,” said sexton.

“i feel good when i’m out there on 
the pitch, and now it’s just about get-
ting out there and performing to prove 
that there’s more in me.

“i feel there is, i feel i can get to 
another level, and the day that’s not 
there is the day i’ll walk away.”

‘Much reduced pay’ 
sexton also says age should not 

come into it as there are several prec-
edents of players playing on at the top 
level into their late 30s.

He said: “there’ve been guys on 
teams over the years that have gone 
to World cups at 37, 38.

“brad thorn, a guy i played with 
who is my inspiration at the moment 
[he played till he was 41], those type 
of guys.

“richie mccaw winning a World cup 
at the age he did [34], dan carter having 
an incredible [2015] World cup having 
been written off and struggling with 
injuries for numerous years and then 
coming back and having that impact.

“do i think i can get there? i think i 
can.”

sexton – who has spoken to thorn 
and others who carried on well into 
their 30s – said in the end it may not 
be up to him.

“i’m still hungry, i still love the game, 
i still love competing, i still love train-
ing,” he said.

“However, you’re only a big injury 
away from being finished totally, no 
matter what age you are.”

sexton says he is relaxed about the 
irFu biding their time to come to the 
table with an offer for him and sev-
eral other teammates.

“Look, it’s an uncertain time for eve-
rybody round the world.”

“We’re working with people here in 
the backroom, staff that are on much 
reduced pay, a lot more so than us as 
players, and they don’t have security 
going forward.

“the guys that are making the deci-
sions in the union probably don’t have 
any certainty either in terms of their 
future.

“We’re all in this together and we’ll 
get to the right solutions when we can 
and when the time is right and there’s 
a clear picture of what’s in front,” he 
said. afp

Liverpool’s Egyptian midfielder Mohamed Salah (right) leaps over Ajax’s Argentinian defender Nicolas Tagliafico during the Uefa 
Champions League 1st round Group D football match between Liverpool and Ajax at Anfield in Liverpool on December 1. afp

Ireland’s fly-half Johnny Sexton (right) is tackled by France’s Gregory Alldritt during 
the Six Nations rugby union tournament on October 31. afp

Liverpool advance in champions League, 
real madrid defeat puts pressure on Zidane
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