
Mom Kunthear

C
OVID-19 vaccines could be 
available for distribution 
in Cambodia by the middle 
of next year or earlier, 

according to the World Health 
Organisation (WHO).

WHO representative to Cam-
bodia Dr Li Ailan told The Post on 
December 10 that the WHO and 
its partners were working hard to 
bring safe, effective and affordable 
Covid-19 vaccines to high-risk and 
priority populations in all coun-
tries as quickly as possible through 
the COVAX Global Vaccine Facility.

“While there has been good news 
in terms of vaccine development 
and Cambodia’s readiness to re-
ceive vaccines with funding mo-
bilisation, it may take some time 
before Covid-19 vaccines become 
widely available,” she said.

In consultation with the WHO, the 
government has drafted a national 
plan for vaccine deployment, await-
ing its availability.  

Dr Li said national governments 
will need to define priority groups 
or populations slated to receive the 
first doses of the vaccine once they 
are available. It will be important to 
ensure that those who are most at 
risk receive the vaccine first. 

“The WHO has advised that this 
should include healthcare workers in 
order to sustain vital health service 
functions, as well as other vulnerable 
members of society,” she said.

Dr Li added that Covid-19 vaccines 
will only be available for use in a coun-

try after they have been approved by 
respective national regulatory au-
thorities. Use of the COVAX Global 
Vaccine Facility, she said, requires ei-
ther approval by a stringent regulato-
ry authority or WHO Emergency Use 
Authorisation or prequalification.

 “Given the current rate of progress, 
we expect vaccines to begin arriving in 
countries sometime in 2021. We hope 

a vaccine will be available in Cambo-
dia early or mid next year, but the ex-
act timing is not certain,” she said.

Dr Li underscored that vaccines 
will be an important tool in fighting 
Covid-19, but even the most effec-
tive vaccines will not end the pan-
demic on their own. Individuals, she 
said, must continue taking steps to 
protect themselves and others. This 

includes hand washing, mask wearing 
and physical distancing, as well as 
adherence to national and local rules 
on contact-tracing, quarantining 
and other public health measures.

Prime Minister Hun Sen recently 
announced that the government 
was preparing to buy an initial lot of
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UK, S’pore 
sign trade 
deal as EU 
talks falter
BRITAIN on December 10 signed 
a free-trade deal with Singapore, 
giving it a key foothold in Asia as 
it seeks to forge its own path after 
leaving the EU, while talks on a 
post-Brexit deal stumble.

The agreement largely replicates 
an existing EU-Singapore agree-
ment, with the city-state’s trade min-
istry saying it will cover more than 
£17 billion ($22 billion) in trade.

It removes tariffs, gives both 
countries access to each other’s 
markets in services and cuts non-
tariff barriers in electronics, cars 
and vehicle parts, pharmaceuti-
cal products, medical devices 
and renewable energy genera-
tion, the ministry said.

Duties will be eliminated by 
November 2024, the same timeline 
as the pact between the EU and Sin-
gapore, a former British colony that 
maintains close links with London.

The agreement “provides British 
businesses a platform to access 
opportunities in the region 
through Singapore”, Minister for 
Trade and Industry Chan Chun 
Sing said as he signed the deal with 
his British counterpart Liz Truss.

“Beyond the significant bene-
fits to our respective businesses, 
the [deal] is a strong statement 
against protectionism and nativ-
ism,” Chan said, adding that it 
will be “crucial in ensuring a 
strong and resilient post-pan-
demic recovery for the world”.

Britain signed its first major post-
Brexit trade deal with Japan in Octo-
ber, but December 10’s agreement is 
its first with a member of ASEAN.

The 10-country bloc is home to 
650 million people and – prior to 
the pandemic-induced downturn 
– had enjoyed rapid economic 
growth in recent years.

The deal came after British Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson and Euro-
pean Commission President Ursula 
von der Leyen gave themselves until 
December 13 to decide on the future 
of post-Brexit negotiations, follow-
ing a three-hour dinner that left the 
two sides “far apart”.

Britain and the EU are running out 
of time to reach an agreement on a 
future trading relationship before 
the end of a post-Brexit transition 
period at the end of the year. AFP

K Speu palm sugar market to sweeten
Thou Vireak 

THE Kampong Speu palm sugar 
market will only get sweeter next 
year on the back of a perceived 
uptrend in demand from Europe.

The Ministry of Commerce granted 
domestic geographical indication (GI) 
to the commodity in 2010 under the 
World Trade Organisation’s (WTO’s) 
agreement on Trade-Related Aspects 
of Intellectual Property Rights.

And on April 2 last year, the Euro-
pean Commission (EC) announced 
that it would join Kampot pepper in 
its registry of protected GIs (PGIs), 
after the fruit was awarded the sta-
tus on February 18, 2016.

Any product sold in EU countries 
purporting to be “Skor Thnot Kampong 
Speu”, as it was registered, must carry 
the “EU PGI logo” which certifies that 
it originates from either Kampong Speu 
province’s Oudong or Samrong Tong 

districts, or Kandal province’s Ang Snuol 
district, the EC said in a statement.

Farm Link Ltd general manager 
Sebastien Lesieur told The Post that the 
market would rebound in 2021, after a 
year of nonexistent domestic demand 
amid Covid-19 left it on tenterhooks.

While the company generally sells 
20 per cent of its product locally, the 
pandemic ensured that its local 
stockpiles remained higher than 
usual this year, he lamented.

Health crisis notwithstanding, he 
said demand for the GI product from 
Europe had been on an uphill slope, 
surging at an average of 10 per cent 
over the past 10 years.

“We still have some stock from last 
year due to the low demand on the 
domestic market, but we have found 
some new customers in Europe.

“We will buy from five to eight tonnes
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one million doses of covid-19 
vaccines to distribute free of 
charge to individuals whose 
work puts them at high risk. 

He explained that the ini-
tial lot would only vaccinate 
500,000 people as each person 
will need two shots. Of cam-
bodia’s population of 16 mil-
lion, perhaps 10 million might 
need vaccination, he said. 

On december 10, the min-
istry of Health confirmed one 
more case of covid-19 com-
munity transmission and a 
new imported case – both are 
cambodian nationals.  

The imported case is Ye 
Veasna, a 29-year-old man 
from Tuol Pich commune in 
Kandal province’s Ang Snuol 
district. He arrived in cambo-
dia from Japan via South Ko-
rea on November 18 and was 
confirmed covid-19 positive 
after a second test on the 13th 
day of his quarantine.

The local transmission 
case is Khorn braseur, a 
37-year-old man living in 
boeung Kak II commune in 
Phnom Penh’s Tuol Kork dis-
trict who went shopping at 
the Zando fashion store in 
chamkarmon district’s boe-
ung Keng Kang commune. 
Five people who had visited 
the shop also tested positive.

From November 28 to de-
cember 10, cambodia had 
recorded a total of 39 commu-
nity transmission cases.

Health ministry spokes-
woman Or Vandine said 
the ministry had published 
photos of covid-19-positive 
people involved in the No-
vember 28 community inci-
dent – a reference to the first 
confirmed local transmission 
case – to help officials carry 
out contract-tracing. Hav-
ing finished that task, the 
ministry has taken down the 
photos in order to respect pa-
tients’ privacy, she said.

“We also have to think of the 
dignity and rights of individu-
als.  No one wants to contract 
the virus.

“Until now it is still early to 
conclude that the November 
28 community event is under 
control. We must wait and 
see, though infectious cases 
seem to be subsiding some-
what,” she said.  

Vandine added that it is 
now still as important as ever 
to be diligent in preventing 
transmission because clus-
ters of community infections 
indicate that some places are 
still at high risk.

As of december 10, cam-
bodia had recorded a total of 
356 covid-19 cases, with 49 
remaining hospitalised.

‘clusters indicate some 
places still at high risk’

Mom Kunthear

KAmPONG chhnang provincial 
authorities have ordered the tem-
porary closure of local rice wine 
producers and distributors to give 
officials time to inspect facilities 
and analyse their products in the 
wake of illnesses and deaths from 
rice wine poisoning.

Provincial deputy police chief ea 
bunthoeun told The Post on de-
cember 10 that the governor had or-
dered an injunction against the pro-

duction and sale of rice and herbal 
wines across the province. 

“We don’t know when their facili-
ties and businesses might reopen,” 
he said.

He added that the police have de-
tained nine people involved with 
the case of rice wine poisoning in 
Teuk Phos district and sent them to 
the provincial court. They have been 
charged with manslaughter.

He said that the provincial authori-
ties have shut down 515 rice wine dis-
tilleries and 1,115 rice and herbal wine 

vendors. experts must monitor stan-
dard rice wine production so that it will 
not endanger drinkers. The poisoned 
wines were found to contain high con-
centrations of methanol, far in excess 
of the legal limit of 0.15 per cent. 

“It is the habit of citizens that they 
have always drunk rice wine from 
shops after ending work. but this 
has been the largest-ever case of rice 
wine poisoning, and it seems peo-
ple’s awareness of associated risks 
has improved,” bunthoeun said. 

Over 130 people were poisoned 

with tainted wines in Teuk Phos and 
other districts in Kampong chhnang 
in recent weeks, killing 15 people.

Authorities across the province have 
been spreading messages of the dan-
gers of tainted rice wine and the im-
portance of covid-19 prevention over 
loudspeakers every day in all districts.  

On december 10, the ministry of 
Health issued a press release on mea-
sures to prevent rice wine, herbal wine 
and food poisoning, urging caution.

“citizens, please immediately 
stop drinking rice wine or herbal 

wine that is bought from an unclear 
source. The products might not have 
been inspected properly, and their 
quality in local communities might 
be substandard,” health minister 
mam bun Heng said.

He stressed that rice wine produc-
ers must not blend methanol com-
pounds into their products as that 
results in poisoning and deaths. 

The minister also advised citizens 
who may have been poisoned by 
wines or food to visit a local health 
centre for treatment.

K chhnang distilleries, vendors shut in poison wine scare

Foreign labour registry extended
Long Kimmarita

T
He ministry of Labour and Voca-
tional Training has announced 
a two-month extension to the 
deadline for applying for the use 

of foreign workers for next year.
cambodian labour law requires firms 

employing foreign workers to apply for 
permits by the end of each November 
for the following calendar year.

In a press release dated december 9, 
labour minister Ith Sam Heng declared 
that such businesses would now have 
until the end of January to register their 
foreign workforce, noting that some 
employers are late to file this year.

“[The ministry] would like to remind 
all owners or directors of enterprises and 
establishments who need to use foreign 
workers for 2021 to hurry to apply for 
permission for the use of their foreign 
workforce by January 31,  2021,” it said.

The ministry stressed that employ-
ers who fail to register by the end of the 
extended grace period will face fines in 
accordance with the law.

The Garment manufacturers Asso-
ciation in cambodia deputy secretary-
general Kaing monika told The Post on 
december 10 that it was a good idea for 
the government to favour and facili-
tate business operations in the country 
while dealing with the covid-19 crisis.

According to monika, the delayed fil-
ings from some factories are due to 
companies having faced suspensions 
in labour and production. He said un-
certainties stemming from this year’s 
extraordinary events, which have left 
production orders reduced or pending, 

are among myriad financial reasons that 
have led companies to having insuffi-
cient time to make decisions regarding 
their foreign workforce and subsequent-
ly file for permits for the next year.

“The government has postponed [the 
deadline] for two months, which is a con-
venience for investors in order to have suf-
ficient time to apply for [permits for] their 
foreign workforce. The provision of this 
extension will be enough for some com-
panies and factories to return and resume 
their production operations,” he said.

monika estimates that cambodia’s 
textile and garment sector employs 
upwards of 40,000 foreign labourers. 
cambodian law allows local enterpris-
es to use skilled foreign labour for 10 
per cent of their total workforce.

According to a report released by the 
interior and labour ministries in 2018, 
there were more than 100,000 unreg-
istered foreign workers in cambodia 
employed without a work permit, rep-
resenting an annual loss of $20 million 
in tax receipts.

Firms must apply for permits to employ foreign workers for the 2021 calendar year by January 31. 
pOST STAFF
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Nov Sivutha

THe government, through 
three relevant ministries, is-
sued an inter-ministerial pra-
kas allowing disabled people 
to have the right to legally 
get a driver’s licence, with the 
overall goal of promoting the 
rights of disabled people to 
drive vehicles in cambodia.

The prakas was co-signed 
by minister of Public Works 
and Transport Sun chanthol, 
minister of Health mam bun 
Heng, and minister of Social 
Affairs, Veterans and Youth 
rehabilitation Vong Soth on 
december 3 and made public 
on december 10. 

It states that disabled people 
have the right to drive motor-
cycles with engine displace-
ments greater than 125cc, or 
that utilise more than 11kW of 
electricity, as well as motorcy-
cles with trailers, tuk-tuks and 
four-wheeled motorcycles.

They also authorised dis-
abled people to drive vehicles 
with a maximum capacity of 
nine passengers, including 
the driver, and goods trans-
port trucks with a maximum 
weight of 3.5 tonnes.

disability Action council 
(dAc) secretary-general em 
chan makara said the aim of 
the inter-ministerial prakas 
defining the conditions for 
the issuance of such driving 
licences was to promote the 
rights of disabled people who 
can safely drive vehicles in 
the country. Previously, dis-
abled persons had not been 
granted drivers’ licences un-
der any circumstances. 

“There are certain types of ve-
hicles that some disabled per-
sons can drive without altera-
tion. And there are also some 
parts on other vehicles that can 
be modified to allow disabled 
persons to drive,” he said.

chan makara added that 
the announcement was to be 
regarded as a legal proclama-
tion and marked an important 
achievement towards improv-
ing conditions for disabled peo-
ple in cambodia and promoting 
their interests as equal citizens. 

Previously, even though there 
were some motorcycles, tuk-
tuks and other cars that were 
modified or adapted for use by 
disabled people in the country, 
they were still not permitted to 
drive on public roads because 
the law did not allow for such a 
operator’s licence.

Now, however, the Law on 
Protection and Promotion of 
rights of Persons with dis-
abilities has established that 
the ministries of public works, 
health and social affairs 
should collectively determine 
which vehicles disabled peo-
ple would be allowed to drive.

He said that, in particular, 
the main vehicle parts that are 
to be modified include brakes, 
gears, gear levers, wheels and 
seats. disabled people are also 
allowed to drive vehicles that 
have been modified from two 
tyres to three tyres as long as 
they are convenient and safe 
for them to operate.

driving licences for disabled 
cambodian who pass a driving 
test are valid for 10 years, just 

like those issued to able-bodied 
people. For disabled foreign cit-
izens, driving licences are valid 
for one year. Testing procedures 
for driving licences for cambo-
dian or foreign disabled people 
are to be conducted in the same 
manner as the general test tak-
en by able-bodied drivers. 

However, the driving test 
for disabled persons is divid-
ed into three levels. The first 
is for people with serious dis-
abilities. In general, they have 
little or no ability to take the 
test for a driving licence. In 
most cases, they would need 
a great deal of training, care, 
and physical, mental or social 
rehabilitation in order to suc-
cessfully pass the test. 

The second level is for peo-
ple with less serious disabilities 
who have a high probability of 
being able to pass the test for 
a driving licence, but they re-
quire special vehicles adapted 
for use by the disabled. 

The third level is for people 
with mild disabilities who are 
able to pass the test without 
additional accommodation 
and who are allowed to drive 
vehicles that are not modified 
for use by disabled people. 

Public works ministry 
spokesman Heang Sotheayuth 
said the joint prakas was made 
to provide driving licences to 
disabled persons, particularly 
those who are suitable can-
didates for driving modified 
vehicles. He explained that al-
though many disabled people 
will have the ability to drive 
safely on their own, there will 
still be certain individuals for 
whom it would not be appro-
priate due to risks to their own 
safety and that of the public.

“We have to issue driving 
licences following a clear as-
sessment of which vehicles 
have been modified properly 
to be in line with the inter-
ministerial guidelines in or-
der to guarantee the safety of 
disabled persons. 

“If we issued driving licenc-
es to them like we do with 
everybody else and we did 
not assess their situation any 
further, it would undoubtedly 
cause problems. Therefore, 
we have developed this joint 
prakas to guarantee every-
one’s safety,” he said.

mi Samith, speaking on 
behalf of disabled people in 
Phnom Penh, supported the 
move. He said that in the past, 
some disabled people had the 
resources to buy cars like oth-
ers, and many would have been 
able to successfully drive them, 
but they could not do so legally 
because they were not allowed 
to take the licencing exam. 

“I’m very happy that [the 
public works ministry] has 
allowed disabled people the 
possibility to obtain driving 
licences,” he said.

but he pointed out: “Given 
that the statement didn’t men-
tion any specific disabilities or 
state who can and can’t drive, 
now people with leg disabili-
ties, or hearing or visual im-
pairments, all have an oppor-
tunity to drive, as long as their 
vehicles are modified to meet 
the specific challenges related 
to their disabilities.”

ministries issue prakas 
allowing disabled to 
test for driver’s licences

Kingdom’s progress debated 
on UN Human rights day 

court to rule on sanctuary landgrab cases

Orm Bunthoeurn

A
S THe world marked 
international Human 
rights day on de-
cember 10, cambo-

dian Human rights committee 
(cHrc) officials said the hu-
man rights situation in cambo-
dia is relatively good compared 
to many other countries in the 
region and the world. 

Officials made the remarks 
as some civil society groups 
claimed that respect for human 
rights in the Kingdom declined 
significantly this year because 
of “government restrictions” 
on fundamental freedoms.

cHrc president Keo remy 
noted on december 10 that the 
human rights outlook in many 
other countries in the region, 
as well as across the world, is 
relatively poor due to various 
ongoing crisis situations such 
as wars, internal conflicts and 
violence, and instability due 
to natural disasters. 

cambodia, meanwhile, is 
peaceful and its people are free.

“I observe that wars continue 
in some places year after year, 
as do internal conflicts, disas-
ters like floods and landslides, 
and other epidemics. religious 
conflicts have also increased 
and racial discrimination still 
occurs in some of the richest 
countries, unlike cambodia, 
which is better today in all of 
these areas,” he said.

According to remy, war is a 
dire problem because it often 
causes the loss of fundamen-
tal freedoms for people all 
over the world, especially in 
the countries directly affected 
by the fighting. 

Yemen, for example, has 
more than two million chil-
dren at risk of malnutrition, 
whereas cambodia has made 
efforts to ensure that no one 
is left starving to death.

As for covid-19, he said the 
government – together with 
the cambodian red cross, 
youths, the royal cambodian 
Armed Forces, humanitarian 
groups and all of cambodia’s 
leaders – have joined hands 
to contain the pandemic. 

This was also the case in re-
gards to the floods that struck 
parts of cambodia this year.

“It is important for the cam-
bodian government to pro-
mote the right to life. In addi-
tion to this, the government 
has expanded the budget to 
provide cash assistance to 
poor people affected by covid-
19, in the amount of $25 mil-
lion every month,” he said.

remy added that cambo-
dian law is in some respects 
quite progressive in that the 
constitution bans the death 
penalty. chapter 3 of the con-
stitution, he said, extensively 
covers human rights issues. 

Furthermore, cambodia 
has continued to welcome 
the presence of the Office of 
the UN High commissioner 
for Human rights when they 

visit every two years along 
with the UN Special rappor-
teur on Human rights.

However, Licadho deputy 
director Am Sam Ath said on 
december 10 that human 
rights have declined in cam-
bodia in 2020 compared with 
the previous year. 

Sam Ath said while covid-19 
is a global crisis that prompts 
the government and cambo-
dian people to work together 
to contain the pandemic by 
following the principles of the 
ministry of Health and the 
World Health Organisation, 
human rights issues cannot 
be completely ignored.

“Human rights haven’t been 
fully respected in cambodia, 
especially since the beginning 
of 2020. The people’s basic 
freedoms have been restricted, 
such as the right to gather or 
freedom of peaceful assembly. 

“There have been crack-
downs and arrests. Freedom 
of expression is limited and 
so is freedom of organisa-
tion because associations 
and unions are restricted,” he 

said, adding that freedom of 
information is also limited. 

Soeng Sen Karuna, the se-
nior investigator for local 
rights group Adhoc, echoed 
the concerns, citing frequent 
violence and recent arrests 
of protesters.

“We see that online expres-
sion on social media needs to 
be dealt with, and the rights 
of political activists have 
been violently suppressed in 
many cases,” he said, adding 
that the government had not 
made sufficient efforts to pre-
vent this.

Kem Sokha, former presi-
dent of the Supreme court-
dissolved cambodia National 
rescue Party (cNrP), said 
cambodia can have true 
peace and national unity only 
if all cambodians have their 
fundamental rights respected.

“In order to ensure that 
everyone in a society enjoys 
basic freedoms and rights, 
they need to guarantee and 
respect our civil and political 
rights,” he said in a Facebook 
post on december 10.

Soth Koemsoeun 

THe Preah Vihear Provincial 
court has set tentative dates 
in december this year to an-
nounce the verdicts for three 
separate wildlife sanctuary 
land grab cases, which hap-
pened last year.

Provincial court spokes-
woman chum Kaniya said on 
december 10 that the court’s 
investigating judge had heard 
the three cases of forest log-
ging and land encroachment 
on december 8.

On december 10, deputy 
head of the provincial depart-
ment of environment meas 
Nhem said he attended the 
hearings for all three cases.

These cases are about ille-
gal forest logging in the Kulen 
Prum Tep Wildlife Sanctuary, 
the clearing of 4ha land in the 
same sanctuary, as well as the 
forest clearing and encroach-
ment on 70ha of state land in 
the Phnom Tnout-Phnom Pok 
Wildlife Sanctuary in choam 
Ksan and Tbeng meanchey 
districts.

The case of land grabbing in 

the Phnom Tnout-Phnom Pok 
Wildlife Sanctuary also involves 
death threats and attempted 
murder of foreigner ben davis, 
who operates an eco-tourism 
business inside the sanctuary 
and conducts forest patrols. 

“We filed complaints to re-
claim 4ha of state forest land 
in the Kulen Prum Tep Wildlife 
Sanctuary and requested for 
70ha of forest land in the Phnom 
Tnout-Phnom Pok Wildlife 
Sanctuary to be reclaimed as 
state property,” Nhem said.

A total of six suspects were 
detained, each having been 
held for a period of six months 
to one year, depending on the 
nature of each case.  

Four offenders had been 
charged with “logging, clear-
ing state land illegally and 
making death threats” in the 
Phnom Tnout-Phnom Pok 
Wildlife Sanctuary. 

Two other offenders were 
charged for illegal logging and 
land grabbing in the Kulen 
Prum Tep Wildlife Sanctuary. 

On december 10, Set Tep, 
who represents 12 ethnic mi-
nority communities in the Ku-
len Prum Tep Wildlife Sanctu-
ary, said that previously forest 
land grabbing was rife. 

“but environment offi-
cials filed a court complaint 
against the offenders. Some 
offenders had signed agree-
ments to stop the activities 
while others had been edu-
cated [by officials]. 

“currently, there are no land 
grab activities [in the sanctu-
ary], but there are still some ille-
gal logging activities,” he said.

Nevertheless, Tep still urged 
the authorities and specialists 
to pay more attention to possi-
ble illegal activities in the Kulen 
Prum Tep Wildlife Sanctuary 
and the Phnom Tnout-Phnom 
Pok Wildlife Sanctuary. 

He claimed that although 
there are much lesser illegal 
activities now, the offenders 
could be secretly monitor-
ing the enforcement efforts 
of officials. He warned that 
if law enforcement is lax, the 
offenders will resume their il-
legal activities.

Activists mark UN Human Rights Day with townhall discussions around the nation. CENTRAL

Eco-tourism business operator Ben Davis received death threats over 
his patrols of Phnom Tnout-Phnom Pok Wildlife Sanctuary. FACEBOOK
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Kim Sarom

THe Kampong chhnang 
Provincial court placed two 
men in pre-trial detention on 
december 9 for their alleged 
involvement in the killing of 
a student and the theft of her 
property on december 3.

Provincial military Police of-
ficers arrested the two on de-
cember 5 in boribor district’s 
chhnok Trou commune.

Provincial military Police 
deputy commander Hang 
Socheat said the accused, Kan 
chhun Leng, 36, lives in Kra-
kor district, Pursat province, 
while his accomplice, Lun 
Soklout, 22, is from Kampong 
Thom province’s Kampong 
Svay district.

“The court charged the two 
suspects under Article 57 of 
the criminal code for using 
violence with aggravating cir-
cumstances,” he said.

If found guilty, they face be-
tween three and 10 years im-
prisonment.

relating the case back-
ground, Socheat said the 
victim’s body was found on 
december 4 in a river. On 
december 5, his officials ar-
rested four suspects, but two 
were released after it was de-
termined they had nothing to 
do with the crime.

He said that on december 
7, police summoned another 
man who lived in the same 
village as the victim for ques-
tioning. He too was allowed to 

leave after it was determined 
that he had nothing to do with 
the crime.

Lam chanthy, who is the 
victim’s older brother, said 
the victim was Lam rotha, 
19, a Grade 12 student at Hun 
Sen boribor High School. He 
and his family are devastated 
over the killing. but he and his 
mother, along with his other 
relatives, believe justice has 
been served with the arrest of 
the suspects.

“my family and I are very 
sad because rotha studied 
hard until grade 12  and we 
hoped that she would help 
the family financially some 
day because she was well ed-
ucated,” chanthy said.

He said rotha left home for 
school in the morning. In the af-
ternoon, she returned for lunch 
and went back to school again 
until 7pm. rotha, he said, rode a 
motorboat to school which was 
about 8km from their home. 

chanthy said rotha went to 
school as usual on december 3 
but failed to return home. The 
family and villagers searched 
for her in the river, but she 
was only found the following 
day. The motorboat was found 
500m from her body.

military Police and fam-
ily members said rotha was 
hacked behind her neck, and 
on her face and thigh. She 
was not raped.

Provincial court spokes-
man Long Sitha could not be 
reached for comments.

Two held for murder of 
student in K chhnang 

Forest crime report released
Soth Koemsoeun

T
He National com-
mittee for the Preven-
tion and crackdown 
on Natural resource 

crimes, in collaboration 
with environment and For-
estry Administration officials, 
cracked down on 3,312 forest 
crimes and arrested 228 of-
fenders from december 2019 
to November this year. 

The report was disseminat-
ed on december 8 via video 
conference at the National 
military Police headquarters 
in Phnom Penh. Held to re-
view law enforcement efforts 
against forest crimes, the 
conference was attended by 
officials from the ministries 
of Justice and mines and en-
ergy and military Police com-
manders across the country.

eng Hy, the National military 
Police spokesman and head 
of the committee secretariat, 
said that from december 2019 
to November this year, the 
Forestry Administration pre-
vented and cracked down on 
1,920 forest crimes, arrested 63 
suspects and confiscated for-
est products, resources, tools 
and some other materials. 

The committee carried out 
operations in the provinces in 
cooperation with relevant of-
ficials to crack down on 1,392 
cases, arrested 165 suspects, 
as well as confiscated evidence 
and handed them over to the 
Forestry Administration.

Sao Sokha, the National 

military Police commander 
and chairman of the national 
committee, urged officials to 
strictly enforce the law.

“The national committee 
has continued to educate and 
disseminate laws, legal stan-
dard and regulations related 
to natural resources, as well 
as strengthen mechanisms to 
use forces to prevent and crack 
down on deforestation, timber 
transportation, illegal timber 
exports, poaching, illegal ex-
port of wildlife, encroachment 
on state land and all forms of 
illegal mining,” he said.

Sokha said authorities 
should set up a one-window 
service for the 25 capital-prov-
inces to increase the efficiency 
of document management. It 

is to avoid forgery of invalid 
documents by criminals in 
transportation or exploitation 
of forests in violation of the 
government’s directive.

Sokha also urged officials to 
pay attention to the collection 
of evidence – which will be used 
in court – as proof of the gov-
ernment’s efforts in preventing 
natural resource crimes.

“I would like to ask law en-
forcement officials, including 
the environment and the For-
estry Administration, the local 
authorities, to strictly enforce 
the law and to regularly inspect 
the forest companies in their lo-
calities to preserve the nation’s 
natural resources,” he said.

Pen bonnar, the senior land 
and natural resources investi-

gator for rights group Adhoc, 
said that in the past, authori-
ties had cracked down only 
on small crimes and not on 
powerful individuals and the 
wealthy. citing an example, 
he said some powerful peo-
ple involved in major forest 
crimes in mondulkiri and ra-
tanakkiri provinces have not 
been brought to justice.

“Although there are a lot of 
crackdown figures, [they are] 
only figures with no quality. be-
cause we see clearly about past 
crimes, there’s no punishment 
on them. So, the problem still 
arises. If the law does not pun-
ish offenders who are tycoons 
with the honorific okhna, what 
[will] the people think of our law 
implementation?” he said.

Officials cracked down on 3,312 forest crimes from December 2019 to November this year. FRESH NEWS



Orm Bunthoeurn

T
HE Union of Youth 
Federations of Cam-
bodia (UYFC) in 
Phnom Penh is plan-

ning to launch the Khmer 
Youth Music Heritage pro-
gramme to provide opportu-
nities for youths to receive free 
instruction to learn traditional 
Khmer musical instruments.

In an announcement seen 
by The Post on December 9, 
the UYFC said the programme 
will be open to people 13 to 
35 years old who are in good 
physical condition and highly 
committed to studying. Appli-
cations will be accepted from 
January 1 to March 1 of next 
year.

UYFC secretary-general 
Som Monorom said the dates 
for the training would depend 
on the number of applicants 
and would be announced 
after reviewing the applica-
tions.

“Of course, we do not yet 
know the exact number of 
youths who will enrol, but af-
ter collecting all applications, 
we will determine a schedule 
for Monday through Friday 
and on the weekends,” he 
said.

According to Monorom, 
teaching young people to play 
Khmer instruments and mu-
sic could ensure a continua-
tion of traditions. The train-
ing will also offer participants 
a new aspect to their educa-
tion and provide them with 
skills that they might later use 
for family entertainment.

If students decide that they 
want to play traditional music 
as a career, the UYFC would 
provide further instruction 
and assistance.

“For anyone who wants to de-
velop into a professional Khmer 
classical musician, we will con-
tinue to offer support because 
the UYFC is a place devoted to 
helping young people. The first 
step is to measure their level of 
interest and commitment to 
study,” Monorom said.

The UYFC has its own train-
ing centre within the Khemrani 
Building located on Fine Arts 
Street in Prek Leap commune’s 
Prek Leap, in Phnom Penh’s 
Chroy Changvar district. The 
teachers are professors from 
the Royal University of Fine 
Arts (RUFA) and the Ministry 

of Culture and Fine Arts.
Siyonn Sophearith, the 

ministry’s director-general 
of techniques for cultural af-
fairs, emphasised that learn-
ing traditional Khmer music 
is a real and meaningful con-
tribution to the preservation 
of cultural heritage.

“Our intangible heritage is 
the providence of everyone, 
not just the ministry – the 
ministry only has a part in 
helping to promote, organise 
and fill in the gaps. It means 
that everything comes from 
our communities – the local 

villagers are the owners and 
keepers of society’s heritage,” 
Sophearith said.

RUFA rector Heng Sophady 
expressed support for the UY-
FC’s planned programme.

He noted that the univer-
sity also offers a curriculum in 
traditional music, and despite 
many young people today 
gravitating towards contem-
porary forms of music, there 
remain those who are inter-
ested in studying traditional 
styles.

“I think that youths still value 
Khmer cultural arts, and only 

some are more interested in 
modern music. Through [UYFC-
sponsored] activities like a tra-
ditional Khmer singing contest, 
we see young people emerging 
to express their excitement and 
support,” Sophady said.

Sam Sam-Ang, a culture 
ministry adviser, said there 
are more than 100 traditional 
musical instruments in Cam-
bodian culture, with the UYFC 
courses covering the top 10.   .tr 
courses.

“We will begin with teach-
ing about 10 instruments,” 
he said.
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Illegally logged trees are found in Techo Sen Russey Treb Park in 
Phreah Vihear province on November 2. SOK TOUCH VIA FACEBOOK

P Vihear park dwellers 
receive land to relocate
Nov Sivutha

THE Preah Vihear Provincial 
Authority has decided to pro-
vide 10ha to 31 families in 
exchange for relocating from 
the Techo Sen Russey Treb 
Park – which is currently under 
the management of the Royal 
Academy of Cambodia – to 
prevent them from continuing 
to clear forests at the park.

Chea Sambath, deputy direc-
tor of the Techo Sen Russey 
Treb Park, told The Post on 
December 9 that after a request 
from the academy, provincial 
authorities were preparing to 
relocate the 31 families.

This exchange aims to stop 
them from clearing the forest 
in the park because they had 
been cutting down trees for 
profit in the past.

“The Preah Vihear provincial 
administration has cooperated 
with the Chhep district to do 
this quickly, but the resolution 
seems to be slow,” he said.

Sambath said district author-
ities were preparing proce-
dures to obtain comments 
from the provincial level. The 
Royal Academy of Cambodia 
requested 10ha to provide to 
the people. Each family would 
get land of about 30m x 50m in 
size with streets, wells and 
areas for tree-planting.

“This location is already pre-
pared and is awaiting their 
arrival. But only some of them 
volunteered to move. Others 
were waiting for a better solu-
tion from provincial authori-
ties and a ceremony to move 
from the national park.

“If we let them continue liv-
ing at the Techo Sen Russey 
Treb Park, they will destroy all 
of the forest,” he said. 

Chheb II commune chief 
Him Yan said he had attended 
several meetings with the 
Chhep district authorities and 
relevant officials to ascertain 
the procedures for relocating 
the 31 families.

Yan said some people had 
volunteered to move their 
houses from the national park 
to the new location without 
compensation but 12 families 
are demanding payment.

A small number of families 
seem to be reluctant to attend 
meetings to resolve the issue, 
but the commune is address-
ing it nonetheless.

He said some people 
demanded compensation 

because when they move, their 
houses would be broken or 
damaged and require repairs.

“Their houses are not small 
and used very expensive steel 
in their construction. This is 
why they are seeking compen-
sation. The matter has been 
reported to the district level, 
which will inform the national 
level to help resolve the matter 
before the houses are disman-
tled,” he said.

He said if people moved to 
the new location, deforesta-
tion at the park will be reduced. 
In the past, he said, people cut 
a lot of the big trees at the park  
down and the authorities 
made a series of contracts with 
them to stop doing so, but the 
felling of trees continued.

The Preah Vihear Provincial 
Administration has set up a 
mixed working group to solve 
the problem for the 31 families.

“The mixed committee has 
decided to provide each fam-
ily with land located in the 
north of Phleth pagoda, 0.5km 
from the old place. The new 
location has enough infra-
structure such as schools, 
pagodas, villages and wells.

“On December 8, Royal 
Academy of Cambodia presi-
dent Sok Touch led a park 
working group to patrol one 
part of the Techo Sen Russey 
Treb Park. They found 300 
rosewood trees had been 
felled.

“Most of these forest crimes 
were done by people who live 
in the national park,” he said.

The working group inspect-
ed the homes of the 31 families 
living in the park and found 
that 15 of them had wood from 
trees cut down inside the park’s 
borders.

Preah Vihear provincial 
Adhoc coordinator Lor Chan 
said it would be good if the 
authorities relocated the peo-
ple living in the park so that 
the state could benefit.

But if the relocation is pure-
ly for individual benefit, that 
would be counter-productive 
because previously, there  
have been such cases in Preah 
Vihear province.

“In some areas of Preah 
Vihear province, the authori-
ties seized land and ordered 
people to leave. In the end, 
the land where the people had 
lived fell into the hands of 
powerful people and the pri-
vate sector,” he said.

A group of youths learn to play traditional music instruments at Friend Music School last year. FRIEND MUSIC SCHOOL  

Youth to learn traditional music



THE PHNOM PENH POST december 11, 2020 www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM6

Business
USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,055 1.2798 6.5448 104.55 4.0610 1.3383 30.10 0.7482 1.2095 1.3301

FAced with growing market uncer-
tainties stemming from the pandem-
ic, large companies in South Korea 
expanded their research and devel-
opment (r&d) investment to secure 
future growth engines. Samsung 
electronics and Naver led the way, 
data showed on december 9.

According to an analysis conducted 
by Seoul-based corporate tracker 
ceO Score of 217 of the country’s top 
500 companies by revenue, the com-
panies’ total aggregate r&d spending 
came to 40 trillion won ($36 billion) 
from January to September.

It was up 2.03 per cent from the 
same period last year. Their revenues 
totalled 1,178 trillion won, down 4.85 
per cent year-on-year.

by company, Samsung electronics 
spent the most in r&d. The tech giant 
spent 15.8 trillion won, which is 9.07 
per cent of its cumulative sales of 175 
trillion won. It was followed by LG 
electronics, SK Hynix, Hyundai motor, 
LG display and Kia motors, which all 
invested more than one trillion won.

The corporate tracker said the ratio 
of r&d to sales of the surveyed com-
panies also rose 0.23 percentage 
points to reach 3.4 per cent this year.

The number of companies that 
spent more than one per cent on r&d 
in proportion to sales increased from 
92 last year to 96 this year.

Naver topped the list, by spending 
more than 25 per cent. The search 
giant invested 967 billion won in 
research and development out of the 
sales of 3.7 trillion won.

companies in pharmaceutical and 
service industries also ranked high. 
Hanmi Pharmaceutical and game devel-
oper Netmarble spent more than 20 per 
cent of their sales on r&d while drug-
maker celltrion and game company 
NcSoft spent more than 15 per cent.

by industry, information technology, 
electronics and pharmaceutical com-
panies have greatly expanded their 
r&d investment. The r&d investment 
in the IT and electronics industries 
stood at a combined 24 trillion won, 
up by 463 billion won on-year. The pet-
rochemical industry increased by 264 
billion won to reach 1.9 trillion won.

Automobile, auto parts, household 
goods and petrochemical compa-
nies have increased their r&d 
investment despite falling sales. The 
investment by automobile and auto 
parts was a combined 5.3 trillion 
won, up 100 billion won.

Not all companies were able to 
afford big spending, however.

The r&d costs of the shipbuilding, 
machinery and equipment industries 
decreased by a combined 163 billion 
won from a year ago, the largest 
decline among other industries. The 
costs for services, public enterprises, 
steel, construction and building 
materials also decreased by more 
than 10 billion won, respectively.

Nineteen companies, including 
Posco International, Kolon Global, 
Hyundai engineering, Posco energy, 
GS retail and SK Incheon Petrochem, 
spent less than 0.1 per cent on r&d 
in proportion to sales. THE KOREA HERALD/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK

revelry as ministry reiterates fee 
waiver for tourism licence renewal
Hin Pisei 

b
USINeSS operators 
in the tourism sec-
tor consider the 
government’s deci-

sion to waive the renewal fees 
for all types of tourism licenc-
es for 2021 a small but wel-
come gesture towards help-
ing to ensure that the industry 
can remain sustainable.

This comes in light of the 
spread of covid-19, which has 
caused the number of visitors 
to the Kingdom to plummet 
for most of the year.

From January to October, 
cambodia received a total of 
1,267,890 international tour-
ists, down 76.1 per cent com-
pared to the first 10 months 
of last year, which saw a to-
tal of 5,296,088 tourists visit 
the Kingdom, according to 
a report from the ministry of 
Tourism.

minister Thong Khon 
signed a letter on december 
8 addressed to the provincial 
and municipal governors re-
iterating the implementation 
of the government’s decision 
to waive the tourism licence 
renewal fees for next year.

The letter said the move 
aims to help stabilise the 
businesses and livelihoods 
of owners and workers in the 
tourism sector, as well as to 
prop up economic growth in 
light of the severe negative 
impact to the economy set on 

by the global covid-19 crisis.
“The waiver of all types of 

tourism licence renewals in 
the tourism sector for 2021 
will be implemented from 
January 1, 2021 to december 
31, 2021,” the letter read.

ministry spokesman Top 
Sopheak said that from Janu-
ary 1 to december 31, 2021, 
tourism businesses that 
need to renew their licence 
will not be required to pay 
the ministry for the service, 
but all companies must still 
apply for a licence renewal.

He also noted that any-
one seeking a new tourism 

licence next year will be re-
quired to pay the usual fee, 
and businesses with expired 
licences will still be subject 
to monetary penalties.

“This is the government’s 
policy of partially easing the 
burden on the private sector 
to make the sector more sus-
tainable,” Sopheak said.

cambodia Association 
of Travel Agents president 
chhay Sivlin told The Post on 
december 10: “We are happy 
with this decision because it 
is part of helping companies 
reduce costs.”

However, she claims that the 

waiver of the licence fee alone 
will not be able to ensure the 
tourism sector’s continued 
profitability and success, due 
partly to the fact that most 
companies still have many 
other tax obligations.

She further remarked that 
the inter-ministerial experts 
had determined through de-
tailed study that it could take 
as long as five to seven years 
for the industry to recover to 
its previous levels.

According to Sivlin, there 
were about 700 tour opera-
tors in cambodia before the 
outbreak of covid-19, but 

many are now closed. “Hence 
we need more help from the 
government,” she said.

Ho Vandy, the president of 
travel agency World express 
Tours and Travel co Ltd, said 
that from march until now, 
the number of foreign tour-
ists visiting cambodia has 
dropped significantly. “Na-
tional tourism can move for-
ward as long as the tour oper-
ator is well-off both physically 
and financially,” he said.

According to Vandy, in pre-
vious years his company has 
typically had to pay a licence 
tax at the ministry that cost 
him between $1,200-$1,400.

Licences issued by the min-
istry include those for tour 
companies, travel agencies, 
tour operators, hotels, guest-
houses, resorts, entertain-
ment venues and restaurants.

According to Sopheak, 
large-scale tourism licences 
– those for businesses with a 
large number of services, res-
taurant tables, or rooms in ho-
tels and guesthouses – require 
a licence obtained at the min-
isterial level, while licences for 
smaller businesses can be ap-
plied for through provincial or 
municipal-level authorities.

but in all cases, large or small, 
there will be no licence renewal 
fees for 2021 for tourism busi-
nesses – a small piece of good 
news in an otherwise difficult 
year for the entire cambodian 
tourism industry.

Nbc’s Serey honoured as ‘game changer’ of finance
May Kunmakara

NATIONAL bank of cambodia 
(Nbc) director-general chea Serey’s 
efforts towards the digitalisation of 
the financial industry and greater 
inclusion into the burgeoning sector 

have been honoured with a “Future 
of Payments Award”.

She received the prize – reserved 
for “game changers of the payments 
industry” – at the Singapore Fintech 
Festival on december 8, which was 
hosted by the budapest Institute of 

banking (bIb) and the London-
based centre for Finance, Technol-
ogy and entrepreneurship (cFTe).

Speaking at the awards ceremony, 
bIb ceO Gergely Fabian said Serey 
has fast-tracked the Kingdom’s dig-
ital transformation through her guid-
ance in the development of the 
blockchain-driven bakong system.

“The Nbc’s initiative seeks out the 
newer generation and introduces them 
to a better system that uses blockchain 
technology. Under that innovative 
policy, the inter-bank market may be 
developed and the use of local cur-
rency can be encouraged,” he said.

Serey expressed her gratitude for her 
“incredible team” at the Nbc. “Without 
them my ideas would just be ideas.

“To the girls and women of small 
developing countries like mine, any-
thing is possible when you set your 
heart on it regardless of your gender 
or where you come from,” she said.

On October 28, the Nbc officially 
launched bakong, which, according 
to Serey, would enable interoperabil-
ity between banks and financial insti-
tutions that is safe, efficient and cost-
effective, give a powerful impetus to 
rural financial sector development 

and nurture financial inclusivity.
Speaking at the launch, Serey said 

bakong would provide seamless, 
cashless e-payments to help pro-
mote social welfare and prevent the 
spread of covid-19.

“Online payments can also be made 
through the bakong system, which 
also offers alternative options for . . . 
transactions such as deposits, with-
drawals, sending and receiving [via] 
e-wallet,” Serey said then.

Shin chang-moo, the president of 
South Korean-owned Phnom Penh 
commercial bank Plc (PPcbank), 
agreed that Serey deserved the 
award, pointing out that bakong had 
put cambodia in the spotlight of the 
global financial scene.

He said the Nbc is recognised as 
one of the most innovative regulators 
for its progressive efforts to build and 
nurture financial infrastructures for 
fostering financial inclusion.

“Personally, I believe Nbc achieved 
in less than five years what [South] 
Korea took 20 years to achieve, a good 
example of leapfrogging in financial 
system. As one of the private financial 
sector players, I am so proud of her 
award,” Shin said.

S Korean firms 
spent more on 
r&d this year 
despite covid

Cambodia welcomed 1.3 million international tourists in the first 10 months of this year, down 76.1 per 
cent from the same period last year. HENG CHIVOAN

National Bank of Cambodia (NBC) director-general Chea Serey. HONG MENEA



VIETNAMESE shares advanced 
on December 9 as the large-
cap sector kept rising on posi-
tive market sentiment.

The benchmark VN-Index 
on the Ho Chi Minh Stock Ex-
change (HoSE) gained nearly 
one per cent to 1,039.13 points. 
The index inched down 0.07 
per cent on December 8.

The main driver of the mar-
ket – the large-cap sector – 
continued increasing as the 
market sentiment remained 
upbeat. The large-cap tracker 
VN30-Index was up 1.05 per 
cent to 1,004.03 points.

The VN30 futures due on 
December 17 rose 1.51 per 
cent to 1,008.00 points. The 
positive movement of the 
VN30 futures indicates inves-
tors are still optimistic about 
the market’s short-term pros-
pects, according to Saigon-
Hanoi Securities (SHS).

The VN30 futures due on 
January 21, March 18 and June 
17 of 2021 also advanced.

Mid-cap and small-cap 
stocks also remained posi-
tive as the two trackers were 
up 0.42 per cent and 0.53 per 
cent, respectively.

Leading companies in the 
financial-banking sectors 
posted good gains to support 
the market.

The insurance, banking and 
brokerage sectors increased 
by 1.0-3.4 per cent, accord-
ing to vietstock.vn. Among 
insurers, Bao Minh Insurance 
(BMI) jumped 4.7 per cent 
and Bao Viet Holdings (BVH) 
was up 0.5 per cent.

The banking sector was 
boosted by Vietcombank (VCB), 
Bank for Investment and Devel-
opment of Vietnam (BID) and 
Techcombank (TCB) – which 
gained 2.6-3.6 per cent.

And shares of Asia Com-
mercial Joint Stock Bank 
(ACB) soared 8.1 per cent on 
December 9 as the bank of-
ficially listed more than 2.16 

billion shares on the HoSE.
The shares debuted at 26,400 

dong ($1.14) each and could 
trade on a 20 per cent trading 
band on either side on the de-
but day. ACB shares surged to 
28,550 each on December 9.

At the opening price of 
26,400 dong, ACB’s market 
value was set initially at more 
than 57 trillion dong.

ACB moved its shares to the 
HoSE from the Hanoi Stock Ex-
change (HNX). The last trading 
on the HNX was December 1.

The bourse-switching deci-
sion was made in June after 
shareholders approved a plan 
to move the bank’s shares 
to HoSE to help increase its 
market capitalisation.

Meanwhile, securities shares 
were still impressive with strong 
gains seen in SSI Securities 
(SSI), Ho Chi Minh City Securi-
ties (HCM), Vietinbank Securi-
ties (CTS), Agribank Securities 
(AGR) and BIDV Securities 
(BSI). CTS, AGR and BSI soared 
between 6.6-6.9 per cent.

Other blue chips such as 
Vingroup (VIC), Vinhomes 
(VHM), Novaland (NVL), dairy 
producer Vinamilk (VNM), 
aviation company Vietjet (VJC) 
and tech group FPT Corp (FPT) 
also ended in positive territory.

“Positive cash inflow proves 
investors are still optimistic 
and expecting the market to 
keep moving up at the mo-
ment,” Thanh Cong Securities 
(TCSC) said in its daily report.

“The focus is switching to 
the sectors with good earnings 
outlooks such as banking and 
securities,” the brokerage said.

And on the HNX, the HNX-
Index rose 1.36 per cent to 
158.74 points.

The HNX-Index has totalled 
a seven-day rally of 7.47 per 
cent since November 30.

Nearly 671 million shares were 
traded on the two exchanges, 
worth 12.73 trillion dong. VIET 
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Continued from page 1

[from producers]. We usually export the 
palm sugar just after the end of the har-
vest, in May and June,” Lesieur said.

So far this year, he said the company has 
exported five tonnes of palm sugar, 20 
tonnes combined of Kampot pepper, 
Indian long pepper (Piper longum) and 
“fleur de sel” (flower of salt).

“Fleur de sel” is a type of salt mainly 
associated with the northern coast France 
that forms as a delicate, flaky crust on the 
surface of seawater.

Palm sugar is a relatively expensive option. 
It is sold at a retail price of around €10-15 
($12.10-18.15) per kg in Europe, whereas 
the cane variety costs just €1-2 per kg.

“It is an amazing product – natural, not 
refined and good for your health,” Lesieur 
noted.

Kampong Speu Palm Sugar Promotion 
Association (KSPSPA) president Sam Saroeun 
told The Post on December 10 that a local 
company is working with an Indian firm to 
strike up a deal to sell 100 tonnes of the sugar 
for export to the emerging economic giant.

He said the association was scheduled 
to meet with company representatives on 
December 11 to discuss the ins and outs 
of the agreement.

“To avoid unforeseen market conse-
quences, we want the company to buy 10 
to 20 tonnes in a trial run, given how little 

we know about the Indian market. We do 
not want it to fall flat,” Saroeun said.

He expects GI status branded palm 
sugar products to garner more domestic 
and international support next year, he 
said, noting that as the association has 
recruited 177 households to its ranks in a 
bid to shore up production for export.

“We are conducting technical training for 
the production team and further promoting 

the Kampong Speu palm sugar brand to 
prevent counterfeiting,” Saroeun said.

Today, retail Kampong Speu palm sugar 
sells for 6,000 riel ($1.50) per kg, he said.

According to Saroeun, the KSPSPA’s mem-
bers can produce 250 tonnes of the com-
modity per season in December-May.

He said its 10 member companies 
exported a total of 70 tonnes this year to 
15 countries in Asia and Europe.

CHINA on December 10 said 
it had imposed fresh import 
duties on Australian wine as it 
accused Canberra of giving its 
firms subsidies, in the latest 
salvo in a bitter stand-off fol-
lowing last month’s swingeing 
anti-dumping tariffs.

The move comes as rela-
tions between both countries 
continue to sour after Austra-
lia called earlier this year for 
an inquiry into the origins of 
the Covid-19 outbreak, which 
emerged in China.

The anti-subsidy tariffs of 
6.3-6.4 per cent will kick in on 
December 11 and come on top 
of November’s anti-dumping 
levies of 107-212 per cent.

China’s commerce ministry 
said the move followed a probe 
announced late in August.

It said: “The investigation au-
thority has preliminarily deter-
mined that there are subsidies 
for imported wines originating 
in Australia, and [China’s] do-
mestic wine industry has suf-
fered substantive damage.”

The ministry has complained 

that Australian winemakers 
benefit from government sub-
sidies that give them an advan-
tage over Chinese firms.

But Australia’s trade minister 
called last month’s measures 
“grossly unfair, unwarranted, 
unjustified”.

Australian winemakers have 
warned that last month’s tariffs 
would likely mean the lucrative 
Chinese market would dry up.

Treasury Wine Estates – 
which produces the popular 
high-end Penfolds brand – said 
it would look to other “key lux-
ury growth markets” and cut 
costs as sales accounting for 30 
per cent of earnings fall away.

Australia-China relations 
have spiralled this year, with 
Beijing producing a laundry list 
of complaints about Australian 
policies, including its ban on 
Huawei’s participation in build-
ing 5G networks in the country.

Beijing also suspended beef 
imports from four Australian 
slaughterhouses in May and 
hit barley shipments from the 
country with tariffs. AFP

Palm sugar group toils for India market forayChina imposes further 
duties on Aussie wine

PPAP posts drop in 2020 revenue, 
but uptick in container volume

Vietnam stocks rebound, 
focus on banking firms

May Kunmakara

T
HE stock-listed 
Phnom Penh Auton-
omous Port (PPAP) 
posted a slight drop in 

revenue for the full year 2020 
due to regional and global 
economic turmoil fuelled by 
the Covid-19 pandemic.

In a filing to the Cambodia 
Securities Exchange (CSX) 
late on December 9, the state-
owned river port operator re-
ported projected revenue of 
more than $28.863 million, 
marking a 4.6 per cent de-
crease over its actual revenue 
last year of $30.260 million.

It posted two per cent year-
on-year growth in the volume 

of containers, but a 3.49 per 
cent year-on-year contrac-
tion in the number of cargo 
vessels handled at the port 
during the year.

It logged a 1.2 per cent fall in 
cargo and fuel oil throughput, 
a 68.26 per cent drop in pas-
senger boats and a 69.86 per 
cent decrease in passengers.

It announced a projected 
net profit of $9.689 million, 
which represents a drop of 
more than eight per cent 
from its actual net profit last 
year of $10.547.

CSX vice-chairman Ha Jong-
weon told The Post that PPAP’s 
full-year performance results 
were yet another example of 
the devastating impact from 

Covid-19, with most of its op-
erations retreating significant-
ly from last year’s levels.

But on the bright side, he 
said, the reported growth in 
the volume of containers dem-
onstrates that some business 
and commercial activities are 
able to remain stable or move 
slightly into green territory 
amid a universal slump.

“We hope that the pandem-
ic will end soon so businesses 
and companies will no longer 
suffer. 

“On the other hand, I think 
that PPAP’s course of action 
in response to the spread of 
Covid-19 such as offering stor-
age free of charge for compa-
nies that encounter delivery 

problems is a good supporting 
policy for local firms.

“[This] helps them to sur-
vive and enables them to con-
tinue their operations during 
this hard time,” Ha said.

There are currently 13 listed 
firms in the Kingdom – seven 
stock-listed and six corporate 
bond-listed. The 13 compa-
nies have raised a combined 
$253 million, while the stock 
index increased more than 57 
per cent last year over 2018, 
CSX data show.

In the first nine months 
of this year, two companies 
listed stocks and three listed 
bonds. The five firms have 
raised a combined $92 mil-
lion.

PPAP reported projected revenue of more than $28.9 million for 2020, marking a 4.6 per cent decreases over its actual revenue last year of  
$30.3 million. HENG CHIVOAN

Today, retail Kampong Speu palm sugar sells for 6,000 riel ($1.50) per kg. POST STAFF
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darning a tattered garment sector – 

Kingdom sees hope in covid-19 vaccine 
No doubt the vaccine’s arrival will indirectly restore manufacturing activity but industry 
players must make changes to adapt to a new normal in the global clothing market
Sangeetha Amarthalingam 
 

e
VeN as cambodia’s 
garment customers – 
giant clothing chains 
and departmental 

stores in the West roil in fi-
nancial doldrums, the nearly 
$10 billion export value sec-
tor is beginning to stitch it-
self together on hopes of the 
covid-19 vaccine.

the sector had taken a beat-
ing after operations rumbled 
to a halt for the most of 2020, 
which according to the inter-
national labour organisation 
(ilo), resulted in an estimat-
ed 30 per cent drop in the in-
dustry’s business in asia.

closer to home, exports 
from the sector dipped 5.4 per 
cent to $3.8 billion in the first 
half of the year compared to 
2019, clearly eliminating any 
chance of hitting previous 
years’ exceptional figures.

For the full 2019 year, in-
dustry exports climbed 11 per 
cent to $9.4 billion from 2018.

“[However] we already see 
promising developments re-
garding vaccines [hence, the 
reason why] i am sure the sit-
uation will get better in 2021,” 
said Garment manufactur-
ers association in cambodia 
(Gmac) secretary-general 
Ken loo.

to date, he said, most ship-
ments have been delivered and 
overdue payments settled.

contributing 17 per cent 
to gross domestic product 
last year, much of the sector 
was in tatters in 2020, which 
forced the closure of hundreds 
of factories due to delayed or 
cancelled orders which result-
ed in massive lay-offs.

the latest data showed 110 
garment factories have shut 
down from January to Sep-
tember this year, affecting 
more than 55,000 workers.

these figures are similar to 
the same period last year. the 
closure of factories are consid-
ered a norm, loo indicated, 
saying that every year there will 
be new factories opening and 
some existing ones closing.

“We do not know of the 
actual number [now] but i 
am sure the government has 
measures to help as many 
factories as possible to sur-
vive,” he said.

End of UK brands
While recovery progress 

trudges along, close attention is 
being paid to possible impacts 
stemming from new devel-
opments, the latest being the 
debut of covid-19 community 
transmissions in cambodia.

cases have risen by 24 to 356 
since the first locally trans-
mitted case was detected on 
November 28, as 49 undergo 
treatment. the rest have re-
covered.

Schools have been ordered 
shut, as are business out-
lets patronised by covid-19 
patients amid stern calls by 
prime minister Hun Sen and 
health officials to wear masks, 
maintain hygiene and avoid 
mass gatherings.

the government continues 
to stave off declaring a state 
of emergency which it said 
could devastate people’s live-
lihoods, commerce and the 
economy.

this decision, which showed 
control over the situation, has 
gained the confidence of the 

industry players.
“the situation is constantly 

changing but because the 
control of covid-19 is bet-
ter in cambodia than some 
of our competitor countries, 
the industry is surviving,” 
Gmac’s loo said.

He equally seemed unper-
turbed by the headwinds 

from the West where global 
retail clothing chains are car-
rying out corporate exercises 
to cut back losses.

one of UK’s oldest clothes 
retail chains arcadia Group 
ltd, whose brands such as 
topshop and dorothy per-
kins were once valued around 
£800 million, has gone into 

administration.
another british icon, 240-

year-old departmental store 
chain debenhams plc, has 
filed for bankruptcy.

For nearly 120 years, arca-
dia, owner and operator of 
eight brand outlets, and de-
benhams held sway through 
two world wars, the Great de-

pression, and economic crises 
although their profits began 
narrowing in recent years.

already at the edge, covid-
19 simply tipped them over 
after numerous lockdowns 
and reduced footfalls.

Similarly, Swedish-owned 
Hennes & mauritz ab’s cloth-
ing line H&m and Spanish 
brand Zara Sa, owned by in-
dustria de diseno textil Sa, 
are reducing stores globally to 
slash losses.

european clothing emper-
ors are large customers for 
garment manufacturers, rep-
resenting 75 per cent of ex-
ports to the european Union 
(eU) in 2019.

it is a huge jump from 45 
per cent in 2018 where total 
exports amounted to €5.4 bil-
lion, data from the european 
commission (ec) showed.

the UK market constitutes 10 
to 12 per cent of total orders. 

therefore, any rationalisa-
tion by retail clothing mo-
ghuls in europe could cause 
an impact on the industry.

it did not help that the eU 
removed 20 per cent tariff on 
exports from august 12 this 
year, which might ring up an 
estimated €1 billion loss to 
cambodia.

Gmac filed legal action 
against the ec at the euro-
pean court of Justice on July 
16, 2020, but there has been 
no update.

After a day’s work . . . Garment workers in Kandal province travel home in cramped transport vehicles, risking safety on a daily basis. hoNg meNea

Source: General Department of Customs and Excise (National Bank of Cambodia - Economic & Monetary Statistics August 2020)



Low wage, low value-added 
production

the predicament in europe 
might exacerbate the negative 
impacts, said Japan-based 
Saitama University econom-
ics lecturer, associate prof 
Samreth Sovannroeun, add-
ing that covid-19 is already 
causing adverse effects on the 
garment sector.

“this may result in a fur-
ther reduction in production 
activities and operations in 
the sector, at least in the short 
term,” he felt.

However, Samreth opined 
that the impacts can be offset 
by the ability of retail groups 
and major brands in reach-
ing their potential consumers 
through alternative business 
models.

“this can lessen further ad-
verse effects on the cambodi-
an garment sector,” he said.

Gareth leather, senior 
economist in emerging asia 
at capital economics ltd, 
noted that garment sectors 
around the world have been 
hit hard by covid-19, mainly 
because people are buying 
fewer clothes.

that being said, other fac-
tors work in cambodia’s favour 
including rising costs in china 
and worsening ties between 
that country and the West.

“[this] means manufacturers 
will be keen to locate their fac-
tories elsewhere,” said leather 
of the london-based econom-
ics research consultancy.

the industry hosts some 
534 garment and 38 footwear 
factories which are actively 
operating as of october 5, 
ilo’s better Factories cam-
bodia programme showed on 
its website.

early this year, it was re-
ported that cambodia housed 
1,100 factories, comprising 
823 garment and textile facto-
ries, travel goods (114), foot-
wear (132), and a total work-
force of 923,313.

a majority of these factories 
are foreign-owned, mostly 
consisting of east asians in-
cluding those from mainland 
china, taiwan, Hong Kong 
and Japan.

but this composition hinges 
upon the future of the indus-
try and inclination to climb 
the value chain by adopting 
technology to compete in 
shifting purchasing trends 
and consumer behaviour.

While the pandemic has re-
duced purchasing power, it 
has also raised people’s aware-
ness of social justice and fair-
ness which could pressure 
clothing brands to meet such 
standards.

this could, in turn, force 
manufacturers to comply 
with their ethics code, which 
has been the case in the past 
where apparel brands alleg-
edly accused cambodia of 
lacking in workers’ rights.

Unlike its peers in the re-
gion, cambodia is fairly fo-
cused on low-cost garments, 
operating at assembly stage 
where it employs the cut-
make-trim model, essentially 
making it a labour-intensive 
sector.

back in 2014, a study by 
asian development bank 
identified weaknesses such 
as inadequate infrastructure, 
weak governance, low edu-
cation and subpar skills as 
interrelated weaknesses that 
needed to be addressed.

the study on diversifying 
beyond tourism and garment 
said doing so was crucial to 
avoid being trapped in low 
wage, low value-added prod-
ucts and to maintain a stable 
political environment that is 
conducive to investment and 
commerce.

Six years on, the sector con-
tinues to face various chal-
lenges and that it needs to ad-
just with the current adverse 
effects, Samreth said.

“it is being exposed to high-
er competition with other 
prominent exporters. cam-
bodia needs to enhance its 
competitive capacity through 
improving, for example, its 
productivity.

“While cambodia is trying 
to diversify its main economic 
sectors towards robust di-
versification, the productiv-
ity improvement of the sec-
tor cannot be neglected,” he 
added.

Not a sunset industry
moving on, the sector is 

likely to correct itself, as is 
natural in the aftermath of 
any shock. this could include 
wind downs or even consoli-
dations, ilo suggested.

although barriers to entry 
into garment manufactur-
ing are relatively low in some 
countries, the pandemic had 
heightened the risks and costs 
borne by suppliers in the sec-
tor, the UN-affiliated entity 
mentioned in a report entitled 
What next for Asian garment 
production after Covid-19? 
The perspectives of industry 
stakeholders.

“this could discourage 
smaller, less professional sup-
pliers from entering the mar-
ket in the short-term,” ilo 
said.

in any case, sub-contracts 
from larger manufacturers 
could pose as an incentive for 
smaller units to rejoin the in-

dustry.
at the same time, experts 

believed that the pandemic 
could push garment manufac-
turers in asia to consolidate.

Some factories, especially 
small- and medium-sized en-
terprises with less financial 
capital and liquidity, will not 
have the resources to with-
stand the economic and pub-
lic health crisis brought on by 
the covid-19 pandemic.

“[they] will shut down or be 
bought out, leading to consoli-
dation of manufacturers within 
the industry,” the report read.

Underlying the risk to 
growth is also the big concern 
of 3d printing and greater use 
of robotics, said economist 

leather. “this might mean it 
is easier and cheaper to move 
factories closer to their source 
of final demand”.

in any case, he believed 
that the vaccine would allow 
things to return to normal, 
saying that this will bode well 
for the sector.

Now, as the first round of  
vaccine testing rolls out in 
the US and UK on the back of 
ongoing research in laborato-
ries around the world, hope 
for normal business recovery 
is apparent even though it 
would take years to return to 
pre-covid 19 ways.

like other economies, cam-
bodian industries are feeling 
the excitement as plans are 

made to buy vaccines which 
would be administered on 
those who are at greatest risk, 
including frontline workers, 
teachers, and armed forces 
personnel. to date, over 
$30 million has been raised 
through donations.

optimistic by the promis-
ing development of the vac-
cine, ministry of commerce 
spokesman Seang thay 
echoed Gmac’s loo in saying 
that next year will be better, 
slightly chuffed that cambo-
dia handled the situation bet-
ter some of its competitors.

“our industry is surviving 
due to timely interventions 
and assistance by the govern-
ment to support the sector 

and workers,” he said.
integration will continue 

with global and regional supply 
chains through bilateral and 
multilateral free trade agree-
ments. its most recent bilateral 
Fta was with china, followed 
by signing of the largest mul-
tilateral trade bloc agreement, 
regional comprehensive eco-
nomic partnership. a few more 
are in the pipeline including 
deals with the UK, South Korea 
and russia.

and so, he quells the ques-
tion of the garment sector 
being a sunset industry in 
cambodia, a notion shared 
by loo.

“after all, people will always 
need clothes,” they chimed.
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Source: General Department of Customs and Excise (National Bank of 
Cambodia Annual Report 2018)

Source: Ministry of Industry and Handicraft (National Bank of 
Cambodia Annual Report 2018)

  - What next for Asian garment production after Covid 19? study by International Labour Organisation, 2020



Young Cambodian business-
man Socheat Taing made an 
entrepreneurial plunge five 
years ago. 

After distributing imported paper 
products in the local market, he 
decided to venture into manufacturing 
by teaming up with local producers 
to meet the growing demand in the 
Kingdom. 

The 36-year-old entrepreneur start-
ed Mg Pacific in 2013 as part-time 
concern selling mountings for televi-
sions in the capital and provinces, 
later selling paper products ranging 
from sheets of A4 to ATM receipts 
and toilet seat coverings.

In 2015, Mg Pacific began produc-
ing paper products through contract 
manufacturing, becoming a private 
limited company in 2017.

From humble beginnings, the  
firm now confidently states that it 
“positively and strongly believes 
that Mg Pacific is going to be a 
multimillion-capital company  
within three to five years”.

The company’s aim when founded 
was to reduce the country’s imports of 
paper products and at the same time 
popularise locally made consumer 
items, which were not getting enough 
attention back then, Socheat said. 

He scaled up his business at the 
right time when the demand for paper 
products in Cambodia was rising along 
with the fast expanding economy, 
which was then hovering at around 
seven per cent growth per annum. 

The country’s business landscape 
was changing rapidly and fast mov-
ing consumer goods were much in 
demand from consumers, companies 
and retailers.

Mg Pacific is now involved in pro-

ducing and  distributing a wide range 
of paper products including wet wipes, 
soft tissue paper, hand towels, facial 
tissues and toilet seat coverings under 
the brand name Mg, which come in 
striking green packaging.

“We initially set up a company to 
import and supply office paper prod-
ucts to companies and banks. I saw 
that there was a growing demand for a 
variety of paper products for daily use, 
whether in bathrooms or dining rooms. 

“Since I understand the techni-
cal aspects and the market well, I 
decided to create my own brand and 
distribute it in the local market,” 
Socheat – who is Mg Pacific’s man-

aging director – told The Post from 
his office in Phnom Penh.

With a mission to “provide good 
quality products and services with 
ease for everyone”, Mg Pacific states 
it vision as to be the partner of choice 
for investors.

The company, which started off  
distributing a tonne of paper products, 
today supplies some 50 tonnes across 
the Kingdom to meet flourishing 
demand. 

The demand for the most common 
paper products among consumers 
– tissue paper and toilet rolls – is 
constantly on the rise largely due to 
growing hygienic awareness, rising 

disposal incomes and urbanisation.  
“When we started, we sold around 

one tonne a month, but from last 
year we have been selling between 
40 and 50 tonnes every month,” 
Socheat said.

And as well as building its brand 
at home, Mg Pacific is also making 
waves abroad. 

The company won Country Star 
of the Year at the Asean Business 
Awards 2020 at an event held in 
the Vietnamese capital Hanoi on 
november 30. 

While Mg Pacific products are 
locally produced, almost 90 per cent 
of its raw materials are imported, par-

ticularly the rolls of paper, something 
Socheat said he ultimately has ambi-
tions to change.

“Because Cambodia does not have 
a factory to convert raw materials 
into finished products, we import 
more than 90 per cent of our raw ma-
terials from China and Indonesia. 

“In fact, Cambodia does have raw 
materials, such as cassava, but we ex-
port them and then they are processed 
into paper and we import them back.

“I plan to change this inefficient 
system. I want to build a plant to 
produce all the paper for our products. 
I am currently looking for investors,” 
Socheat said.  

Paper tiger: MG Pacific founder 
turning tissues into business gold  

MG Pacific managing director Socheat Taing. supplied Demand for paper products in Cambodia has grown rapidly. hong menea 

MF Pacific supplies some 50 tonnes of paper products across the Kingdom every month. hong menea 
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world
World set for 3c 
warming by 2100 
despite covid and 
pledges, UN says
e

arth is still on course to 
warm more than 3 degrees 
celsius by the century’s end 
despite a dip in greenhouse 

gas emissions caused by the pandem-
ic and pledges to curb pollution, the 
UN said on december 9.

In its annual assessment of emis-
sions levels, the UN’s environment 
Programme (UNeP) found that this 
year’s seven per cent fall in carbon 
pollution would have “negligible im-
pact” on warming without a broad 
and rapid shift away from fossil fuels.

the Emissions Gap report analyses 
the gulf between action required under 
the Paris climate deal and emissions 
cuts currently planned by countries.

It found that a “green recovery” from 
the pandemic, in which emerging net-
zero pledges are accelerated, could shave 
25 per cent off of emissions by 2030.

this would bring the world closer to 
levels required to limit warming to 2c 
as stipulated under Paris. 

With just over 1c of warming since 

pre-industrial times, earth is already ex-
periencing stronger and more frequent 
droughts, wildfires and superstorms 
rendered deadlier by rising seas. 

UNeP executive director Inger ander-
sen said: “Obviously the world has been 
in lockdown. during this time we saw a 
seven per cent decline in emissions.

“but we also know that the answer is 
not to lock up the world and have 1.9 
billion children out of school.”

She said december 9’s report showed 
that a green pandemic recovery “can take 
a huge slice out of greenhouse gas emis-
sions and help slow climate change”.

UNeP said last year that emissions 
must fall 7.6 per cent annually through 
2030 to keep the more ambitious Paris 
temperature goal of 1.5c in play.

While this year is likely to see emis-
sions fall broadly in line with that 
figure, it took an unprecedented 
slowdown in industry, travel and 
manufacturing to achieve.

experts fear that a rebound in car-
bon emissions is nearly inevitable 

next year; last week the UN said that 
countries planned to increase fossil 
fuel production by two per cent each 
year this decade.

to limit warming to 1.5c, the report 
said oil, gas and coal production in-
stead must fall six per cent each year.

december 9’s assessment found 
that emissions in 2019 – a year scien-
tists still hope will represent a peak 
in annual carbon pollution – stood at 
59.1 gigatonnes of cO2 equivalent.

this represents a 2.6 per cent increase 
compared with 2018, largely driven by 
an increase in forest fires, UNeP said.

all told, earth is still on course to warm 
more than 3c by 2100 – a temperature 
rise that would displace hundreds of 
millions of people because of rising seas, 
crop failures and increasingly extreme 
weather such as droughts and storms.

the report said reduced travel, indus-
trial activity and electrical generation 
during the pandemic would see emis-

sions fall seven per cent compared with 
last year.

but that would only translate to a 0.01c 
reduction of global warming by 2050. 

UNeP said a green recovery from 
covid-19 would see emissions hit 44 
gigatonnes in 2030 compared with 
a predicted 59, giving humanity a 66 
per cent chance of holding tempera-
ture rises under 2c.

this would require widespread 
shifts to renewable energy, direct 
support for zero-emission technol-
ogy and infrastructure, reducing fossil 
fuel subsidies, no new coal plants and 
widespread reforestation, it said.

the report also laid bare the vast 
inequality of carbon pollution – the 
wealthiest one per cent account for 
more than twice the combined emis-
sions of the poorest 50 per cent.

UNeP said the group needed to slash 
its carbon footprint by a factor of 30 to 
stay in line with the Paris targets. AFP

Sudan army 
chief slams 
transitional 
committee
SUdaN’S army chief on 
december 9 accused the coun-
cil charged with overseeing the 
transition to civilian rule of 
failure, just over a year after it 
was formed following the 
ouster of autocrat Omar al-
bashir.

“a year after its creation, I say 
that the transitional council 
has failed to respond to the 
aspirations of the people and 
of the revolution,” General 
abdel Fattah al-burhan said, 
addressing an army unit sta-
tioned south of Khartoum.

the country’s transitional 
power structure – comprising 
a sovereign council, Sudan’s 
highest executive authority, 
and a cabinet – is made up of 
military and civilian figures, 
with the latter forming an 
overall majority.

It was agreed by the army 
and protest leaders in august 
last year, four months after the 
military’s ouster of bashir dur-
ing months of street demon-
strations against the dictator’s 
long rule.

burhan heads the sovereign 
council, while Prime minister 
abdalla hamdok heads the 
cabinet.

alongside accusing the tran-
sitional organs of “deepening 
the suffering of the people”, 
burhan praised the Sudanese 
armed forces.

the military, he pledged, 
would “remain the first force in 
defending the people, [and 
will] protect their achieve-
ments and [also] work to pro-
tect the glorious revolution”.

burhan also called on “the 
transitional partners to bring 
into being the legislative coun-
cil”, a 300-member interim 
parliament that was meant to 
be established three months 
after the 2019 agreement, but 
has yet to be formed.

the latest deadline for estab-
lishing that body is the end of 
this year.

relations between the civil-
ian and military components 
of the country’s three-year 
transitional government have 
deteriorated in recent weeks, 
with burhan creating yet 
another organ – one with 
broad powers.

established by decree, the 
“council of transition Part-
ners” is “responsible for leading 
the transition period, resolving 
differences [between those in 
power] and having all the nec-
essary prerogatives to exercise 
its power”, the Sudan News 
agency reported last week.

burhan insisted on december 
9 that the newly created council 
“will have nothing to do with 
government institutions . . . and 
never interfere in their work”.

hamdok has rejected the 
council of transition Partners, 
saying burhan has overstepped 
his prerogatives by conferring 
excessive powers on the new 
body. AFP

Saudi pushes to end Gulf row, but no full resolution

US defence chief, top generals to get jabs next week

SaUdI arabia is pushing for a 
compromise to end a damag-
ing three-year Gulf dispute, but 
a full resolution remains out of 
reach despite its offer of con-
cessions, sources close to the 
negotiations say.

Saudi foreign minister Faisal 
bin Farhan told aFP last week 
that the kingdom and its allies 
bahrain, egypt and the Uae – 
who imposed a blockade on 
Qatar in June 2017 – were “on 
board” to resolve the crisis, 

with an agreement expected 
soon.

the potential thaw comes as 
Gulf states position themselves 
for the inauguration of Presi-
dent-elect Joe biden, who will 
welcome the resolution of a 
row which has undercut US 
efforts to rein in arch-enemy 
Iran.

the blockading countries 
accused doha of being too 
close to tehran and funding 
radical Islamist movements 
– charges it staunchly 
denies.

they originally presented 
Qatar with a list of 13 demands 
including shutting down al 
Jazeera, a popular regional 
broadcaster which has rankled 
Gulf rulers with its high-decibel 
criticism, and downgrading 
links with their rivals turkey 
and Iran.

doha flatly turned them 

down. and after a bitter stand-
off, the Saudi-led bloc is will-
ing to substantially water 
down their demands in the 
final deal, sources familiar 
with the negotiations say.

a figure close to the Saudi 
government indicated the 
kingdom was ready to make 
concessions by reopening its 
airspace to Qatari aircraft – sav-
ing them from fuel-guzzling 
detours – if doha stops funding 
its political opponents and 
restrains its media.

the source said: “Saudi is 
pushing [for] it – and Saudi 
holds the key card which is its 
airspace for Qatar.”

the impasse snapped 
transport links, separated 
families, and cost billions of 
dollars in lost trade and 
investment, damage which 
the Gulf economies can ill 
afford as they try to power out 

of the coronavirus slump.
On december 8, egypt and 

the Uae officially threw their 
support behind efforts to heal 
the rift. but the Saudi source 
said the Uae, a staunch rival 
of Qatar, had been resistant.

“emirati anger cannot be 
allowed to keep this fire burn-
ing … [It’s] time to put this issue 
to bed.”

another Gulf-based source 
close to the negotiations told 
aFP that the Saudi-driven 
process could result in a peace 
of sorts but not fully resolve 
the underlying issues.

the final deal will likely be a 
joint document setting out the 
terms, they said, possibly a 
reformatted version of the 2014 
riyadh agreement between 
Qatar and Gulf states – a secret 
pact believed to promote non-
interference in each other’s 
affairs. AFP

US Secretary of defence chris miller 
and his top generals will be vaccinated 
for covid-19 by next week after the 
expected approval of the Pfizer-bioN-
tech vaccine, Pentagon officials said on 
december 9.

miller, deputy defence secretary dav-
id Norquist, Joint chiefs chairman Gen-
eral mark milley and vice-chairman 
General John hyten, and Joint chiefs 
senior enlisted adviser ramon colon-

Lopez will be first in line for jabs to pro-
tect the US military’s command struc-
ture, said assistant Secretary of defence 
for health affairs thomas mccaffery.

the Pentagon will get an initial 44,000 
doses of Pfizer’s treatment, which could 
gain final approval from the Food and 
drug administration as early as late on 
december 10, he said.

the final step will be a review sched-
uled for december 13 by the advisory 

committee on Immunisation Practices 
of the centres for disease control and 
Prevention.

defence health agency director Lieu-
tenant-General ronald Place said: “We 
are confident within 24 to 48 hours from 
that advisory committee decision, we 
will actually have shots in arms.”

besides the Pentagon leadership, the 
defence department’s priority recipi-
ents will be health care and support 

personnel at military hospitals and 
emergency services and public safety 
workers.

the first distribution will go to 16 
bases, including one each in South 
Korea, Germany and Japan.

mccaffery said they plan for military 
leaders to get their injections “in a very 
public way” to encourage US defence 
personnel to trust the vaccine’s safety 
and follow suit. AFP

Earth is still on course to warm more than 3C by 2100. DPA/AFP

Saudi foreign minister Faisal bin Farhan (left) says the kingdom and its 
allies Bahrain, Egypt and the UAE are ‘on board’ to resolve the crisis, 
with an agreement expected soon. AFP



IndonesIa’s supreme Court 
has reduced the sentence 
of graft convict Fahmi dar-
mawansyah in its case review 
decision for a bribery case 
involving former sukamiskin 
prison warden Wahid Husein.

originally sentenced on 
March 20 to three years and six 
months (42 months) and fined 
100 million rupiah ($7,100) for 
bribing the prison warden 
with numerous luxury items, 
including a car, the court de-
termined that these “gifts” 
were unrelated to the special 
treatment Fahmi received at 
sukamiskin and were instead 
“acts of generosity”.

Chief justice salman Luthan 
headed the three-member 
judicial panel that reduced 
Fahmi’s bribery sentence to 
one year and six months (18 

months) in prison and modi-
fied the 100 million rupiah 
fine to be paid in lieu of six 
months’ imprisonment.

The two other justices on 
the panel were abdul Latif and 
sofyan sitompul.

“We granted the review peti-
tion filed by the convict Fahmi 
darmawansyah,” reads the 
review decision uploaded to 
the supreme Court website, 
kompas.com reported on de-
cember 8.

one of the items noted in 
the review petition was a Mit-
subishi Triton, valued at 427 
million rupiah, which Fahmi 
claimed he gave to Wahid 
freely and not in exchange for 
perks at the prison.

The justices said that its de-
cision was based on a state-
ment Fahmi provided, as well 

as statements provided by wit-
nesses andri Rahmat and Wa-
hid, the prison warden.

The judicial review found 
that the Triton came up during 
a conversation between andri 
and Wahid at the warden’s of-
fice in april 2018, when Wahid 
expressed his desire for the 
Mitsubishi Triton. 

The day after that conversa-
tion, andri told Fahmi about 
the car. “The plaintiff [Fahmi] 
of the review petition then 
agreed to give the car [to Wa-
hid], not because of the perks 
that he had received, but be-
cause of his generosity,” the 
justices said in the decision.

The supreme Court justices 
also determined that the pris-
on perks Fahmi had received 
were unconnected to the other 
gifts he presented to Wahid, in-
cluding free car services, prison 
guest fees, a Louis Vuitton bag 
for Wahid’s superior and a pair 
of Kenzo sandals worth 39.5 
million rupiah for Wahid’s wife. 

Fahmi was found guilty of 
bribing Wahid after he was 
assigned to a special prison 
cell. The graft occurred while 
Fahmi was at sukamiskin 
serving his sentence of two 
years and eight months (32 
months), handed down on 
May 24, 2017, for a separate 
corruption case pertaining 
to a 2017 procurement proj-
ect of the Maritime security 
agency (Bakamla). tHE JAKARtA 

POSt/ASIA NEWS NEtWORK

T
He 14th asean defence 
Ministers’ Meeting (adMM-
14) took place via video-
conference on december 9, 

chaired by Vietnamese Minister of 
national defence General ngo Xuan 
Lich.

The event was attended by defence 
leaders of the member states and 
deputy secretary-General of asean 
Hoang anh Tuan. Those in Hanoi in-
cluded Vietnamese defence officials 
along with asean ambassadors and 
defence attaches.

Minister Lich thanked the other de-
fence ministries and the asean sec-
retariat for supporting Vietnam since 
it took over the 2020 asean Chair-
manship.

He said the Covid-19 pandemic has 
claimed more than 1.5 million lives 
around the world, seriously impacted 
the economy of each country, the re-
gion, and the world as a whole, and 
even posed the risk of reshaping glob-
al geopolitics. Many countries in the 
region have also suffered from natural 
disasters, causing heavy losses of life 
and property and leaving long-term 
socio-economic consequences.

Regional peace and stability have 
become even more fragile in the face 
of terrorism, transnational crimes, 
maritime security, cybersecurity and 
water resources security, he said.

amidst such difficulties, asean has 
shown a “cohesive and responsive” 
spirit as in line with the bloc’s theme 
for 2020, Lich said, noting that though 
many activities were postponed or 
held via teleconference, countries 
have witnessed strong development 
in cooperation.

This is especially true for Covid-
19 prevention and control, as seen 
through a number of initiatives like 
the asean Covid-19 Response Fund, 
the Regional Reserve of Medical sup-
plies, or the asean Comprehensive 
Recovery Framework approved at the 
37th asean summit, he said.

The minister said although defence 
ministries and militaries are among 
core forces in governments’ common 
efforts to combat Covid-19, asean na-
tions have maintained defence ties by 

using digital platforms to serve com-
munications and online meetings.

on the basis of asean defence min-
isters’ statement on defence coopera-
tion against disease outbreaks issued 
in February, they have enhanced their 
anti-Covid-19 partnership via sharing 
information and experience, provid-
ing medical supplies, working togeth-
er to control cross-border movement 
and develop test kits and vaccines, 
and organising an online joint drill 
on Covid-19 prevention and control 

among their military medical forces in 
May, he added.

during the adMM-14, participants 
considered defence cooperation ini-
tiatives, the adMM work plan for 
2020-2022, and especially, the asean 
defence ministers’ joint statement on 
defence cooperation for a cohesive 
and responsive asean.

They also looked into preparations 
for the adMM Plus, to be held online 
on december 10, and some related is-
sues. VIEt NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NEtWORK
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ASEAN

MoRe than 150 club-goers were de-
tained for a drugs test after Law en-
forcement operations Centre officers 
raided the Insanity nightclub on soi 
sukhumvit 11 in Bangkok’s Watthana 
district at 3am on december 10 fol-
lowing a tip-off that the establish-
ment had no permit, allegedly sold 
baraku and other drugs to visitors, 
opened beyond the legal limit until 
4am and did not employ Covid-19 
preventive measures.

officers found the more than 150 
club-goers, both Thai and foreign na-
tionals, dancing in a crowded space. 
Most did not wear a face mask.

all exits were promptly closed off 
and the club-goers detained for a 
drugs test via urine samples.

officers also reportedly found sev-
eral baraku smoking pipes in the 
building as well as white powder in 
the bathroom, which they suspect to 
be ketamine. They have collected all 
evidence for an investigation.

operations centre director Ronn-
arong Thipsiri said a preliminary 
urine result found some club-goers 
tested positive for drugs.

He said: “once detailed testing and 
investigation are complete, we will 
file charges against the owner and 
customers.

“This establishment has clearly vi-
olated several orders of the national 
Council for Peace and order, and is 
punishable by being shut down for 
five years.” tHE NAtION (tHAILAND)/ASIA NEWS 

NEtWORK

VIeTnaM is keen to import 
more electricity from Laos to 
address its projected energy 
shortages, according to a se-
nior official.

deputy Minister of en-
ergy and Mines dr daovong 
Phonekeo told Vientiane Times 
on december 9 that Vietnam 
is purchasing electricity from 
energy plants built by Lao and 
Vietnamese investors.

He said: “From now until 
2025, Vietnam will purchase 
3,000MW of electricity from 
Laos at a price of 6.95 Us cents 
per kWh. It is expected that the 
amount of electricity sold to 
Vietnam will rise to 5,000MW 
between 2026 and 2030, with 
the price to be re-determined.”

national utility Vietnam 
electricity (known by its French 
acronym eVn) signed three 
memorandums of understand-
ing in Hanoi on december 6 to 
buy power from Lao compa-
nies, according to Vietnamese 
online newspaper Vnexpress.

Vietnam will start import-
ing power from the 84MW 
nam Yeuang hydropower 
plant and the 300MW nam 
Phan coal-fired thermal pow-
er plant in 2024 and 2025.

eVn will buy energy from two 
hydropower plants developed 
by the Phongsubthavy Group 
and one coal-fired power plant 
in Laos, starting in 2024.

another hydropower plant, 
the nam neun 1, with a ca-
pacity of 124MW and de-
veloped by Kong sup Hydro 
development of nam neun 
1 and nam neun 3, will also 

start transmitting power to 
Vietnam in those two years.

In January, eVn signed five 
deals with two Lao companies 
to buy 1.5 billion kWh of power 
each year in 2021 and 2022.

dr daovong said Laos has 
huge potential to produce 
energy from hydro, solar and 
wind-powered plants for sale 
to Vietnam and Cambodia.

Rapid economic growth in 
Vietnam is driving the de-
mand for energy. several 
multi-national corporations 
have relocated production to 
Vietnam to avoid the impact 
of trade tensions between the 
Us and China.

Vietnam’s Ministry of Indus-
try and Trade projected that 
power shortages could rise to 
3.7 billion kWh in 2021 and 
nearly 10 billion kWh the fol-
lowing year. 2023 will be the 
most stressful with the short-
age expected to be around 15 
billion kWh.

Laos currently has 78 hy-
dropower plants with a com-
bined installed capacity of 
9,972 MW in operation, which 
greatly exceeds domestic 
consumption needs. There is 
also a coal-fired power plant, 
four biomass projects, and six 
solar power plants.

electricity is one of Laos’ 
main income earners, espe-
cially through sales to Thai-
land, Vietnam, Cambodia and 
Myanmar.

Meanwhile the demand for 
electricity in Laos grew sig-
nificantly last year due to the 
increase in the population 
and the growing number of 
factories.

Last year, domestic con-
sumption was 1,222MW, and 
the Ministry of energy and 
Mines said consumption 
is expected to increase to 
1,800MW between 2020 and 
2025. VIENtIANE tIMES/ASIA NEWS 

NEtWORK
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Vietnamese Minister of National Defence General Ngo Xuan Lich chairs the 14th ASEAN Defence Ministers’ Meeting (ADMM-14) 
held via videoconference on Wednesday. VIEtNAM NEWS AGENCY/VIEt NAM NEWS

Defendant Fahmi Darmawansyah prepares to leave the Jakarta 
Corruption Court on May 24, 2017, after it found him guilty of graft in 
the Maritime Security Board (Bakamla) case. ANtARA/tHE JAKARtA POSt

Domestic energy consumption in Laos was 1,222MW last year and is 
expected to increase to 1,800MW between 2020 and 2025. VIENtIANE tIMES
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Opinion

m
OUNTAINS are home to 
a growing number of the 
hungriest people in the 
world.

A new study by the UN Food and 
Agriculture Organisation and its part-
ners shows that the number of 
mountain people vulnerable to food 
insecurity in developing countries 
increased from 243 to almost 350 
million between 2000 and 2017.

In simple terms, one in every two 
rural mountain people in developing 
countries was at risk of not having 
enough food needed for a healthy life 
even before the covid-19 pandemic hit. 

These figures are unacceptable.
Around the world, countries are 

working hard to achieve the interna-
tionally agreed 2030 Agenda for Sus-
tainable development to end poverty 
and hunger, leaving no one behind.

but mountain people run the risk 
of being left behind.

Instead of seeing their conditions 
improve, many rural mountain peo-
ple are suffering due to the deteriora-
tion of mountain environments, con-
tinued marginalisation and lack of 
access to food, markets, basic servic-
es and infrastructure. 

So what makes improving living con-
ditions in mountain regions so difficult?

The very ecosystems in which 
mountain people live are fragile. 
environmental degradation affects 
mountain people disproportionately. 
Their choices and opportunities for 
nutritious food and balanced diets 
are limited. This also limits their 
capacity to cope with food shortages.

climate change plays a role, trigger-
ing the degradation of mountain eco-
systems and increasing the occur-
rence of natural hazards such as 
landslides and droughts, which can be 
disastrous for mountain communi-
ties. In developing countries, approxi-
mately 80 per cent of the rural moun-
tain population lives in mountain 
areas affected by such hazards.

In mountain areas, overgrazing, 
unsustainable farming practices and 
urbanisation can also lead to land deg-
radation, with loss of agricultural lands 
and reduced productive capacity.

The covid-19 crisis has added to 
the urgency of this situation. restric-
tions adopted in response to the pan-
demic have amplified the existing 
vulnerabilities of mountain commu-
nities, which rely mostly on agricul-
ture, tourism and remittances from 
migrants for their livelihoods. 

Let us be absolutely clear: the dete-

rioration of mountain environments 
is a massive problem for all of us. 

mountains provide between 60 and 
80 per cent of the world’s freshwater, 
essential for domestic consumption, 
irrigation, industry and food and ener-
gy production. mountains are rich in 
flora and fauna and host about half of 
the world’s biodiversity hotspots. many 
of our food crops and livestock origi-
nated in the mountains, including 
potatoes, tomatoes, llamas and yaks. 

All of us rely on the biological 

diversity and ecosystem services sup-
ported by mountains to help keep us 
healthy and prosperous.

So what do we need to do to reverse 
the shocking statistics on mountain 
people and promote the restoration 
of mountain environments?

Addressing climate change is a key 
piece of the puzzle. Transforming food 
systems by promoting sustainable agri-
culture and livelihoods is also vital, with 
the support of policies, Innovation, 
research and community involvement.

As we enter the UN decade on eco-
system restoration, the global com-
munity should focus on mountains as 
one of the key ecosystems requiring 
attention. Improving the resilience of 

mountain ecosystems by preventing 
soil erosion and maintaining mead-
ows and forests can help maintain 
biodiversity. It also protects people 
downstream areas from flash floods 
and landslides. At the same time, 
restored landscapes ensure the water 
and soil productivity that is essential 
to food and agriculture.

Another pathway towards improve-
ment is for rural mountain dwellers 
to find ways to earn income from the 
rich biodiversity of mountains while 

using sustainable approaches.
The mountain Partnership, a UN 

alliance, works for livelihood 
improvement and natural resource 
management in mountain communi-
ties. With the support of the govern-
ments of Andorra, Italy, and Switzer-
land, its mountain Partnership 
Products labelling initiative pro-
motes products that come from 
small-scale producers in mountain 
areas and preserve local agrobiodi-
versity and traditional techniques.

These products include chamomile 
tea and pink rice from India, white 
honey from Kyrgyzstan, and jams 
from Peru. The initiative has already 
supported more than 10,000 farmers – 

6, 000 of them are women – in eight 
countries, and has resulted in produc-
tion increases of up to 40 per cent and 
sales increases of up to 49 per cent. 

Taking this concept a step further, 
FAO is launching the 1000 digital Villag-
es Initiative, which focuses on increas-
ing resilience, diversifying incomes and 
building back better in rural areas 
through digital technologies, including 
e-commerce, and through innovative 
promotion of rural tourism.

Advertising for these digital villag-
es, their agricultural production, sus-
tainable agri-food systems and cul-
tural elements, as well as 
agri-tourism will be done through 
various digital platforms.

mountain areas need to be part of 
the rural digital transformation that is 
driven by the urgency to narrow the 
urban-rural digital gap and regional 
disparities, accelerate job creation, 
rural economic diversification, pro-
mote agri-tourism and improve farm-
ers’ incomes and livelihoods.

mountain biodiversity is the theme 
of this year’s International mountain 
day, celebrated on  december 11. 
This day should be a reminder that 
governments, organisations and com-
munities can and should do much 
more to help mountain people pro-
tect natural resources, improve their 
livelihoods, and keep mountain envi-
ronments healthy.

When we say we will leave no one 
behind, let us mean it.

A view of the Hani Rice Terraces in Yunnan province, southern China. Mountains provide between 60 and 80 per cent of the world’s 
freshwater, essential for domestic consumption, irrigation, industry and food and energy production. min qingwen/fao

The writer is director-general of the UN Food 
and Agriculture Organisation  

Opinion
Dr QU Dongyu

We must not leave mountains and 
mountain people behind

The global community 
should focus on mountains 

as one of the key ecosystems 
requiring attention
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Serving Greek 
fare at the heart 
of Phnom Penh
Roth Sochieata

L
OcATed at No 44, corner of 
streets 123 and 454 in Tuol 
Tompoung I, an eye-catch-
ing eatery, elia Greek Kitchen 

Phnom Penh has almost everything 
painted in white and bright blue.

The composition of roof, wall, and 
table remind people of the dual-
colour flag of Greece, home to mil-
lions of olive trees.

No wonder, the eatery itself took 
the name elia, which means “olive”. 
The olive tree is the Greek national 
plant and it symbolises peace or vic-
tory in the country’s ancient culture.

despite a relatively small Greek 
community in the Kingdom, it didn’t 
take long for elia Greek Kitchen to 
attract a diverse crowd of patrons 
within the capital.

Thanks to it being 
a household name 
back in Siem reap 
province, where its 
Greek owner Yigit 
Altug founded the 
first elia Greek 
Kitchen and a ho-
tel when he came 
to cambodia four 
years ago, the eat-
ery is now making 
a name for itself in 
Phnom Penh.

A Hotel, Tourism management and 
Hospitality graduate, Yigit tells The 
Post that he established his hotel and 
restaurant in Siem reap two and a 
half years ago.

“many of my customers from Siem 
reap have asked me why I didn’t 
open one in the capital. That’s why 
I came to Phnom Penh and realised 
that it has much potential to offer,” 
he says.

elia Greek Kitchen Phnom Penh 
opened in September, with custom-
ers of all ages and nationalities visit-
ing to enjoy the mediterranean dish-
es it offers. 

Yigit says those who had pa-
tronised his two restaurants in Siem 
reap came as soon as the doors to its 
third restaurant and the first one in 
Phnom Penh opened. “Hopefully we 

can open a few more in the capital,” 
he says.

Since its establishment in 
Phnom Penh, elia welcomes 

some 200 customers a day 
who patronise it to expe-
rience Greek cuisine and 
music and to get to know 
Greek friends.

Yigit has noticed that 
elia in Siem reap serves 

mostly foreigners, but in 
Phnom Penh, locals are 

quite noticeable as well.
Patrons who’ve been to 

Greece, especially the Greek 
natives themselves, al-

ways say the restau-
rant makes them 

feel nostalgic for 
home.

For those 
whose dream 
of visiting San-
torini in Greece 
has been shat-
tered because of 
the pandemic, 
coming to elia 

and enjoying Greek food might 
soothe their pain from being unable 
to travel.

Yigit says: “because we had tried 
to mimic the decoration and every-
thing in Greece, I believe the restau-
rant can relate to them in all things – 
from the Greek music to the blue and 
white concept.

“The Greek pictures hanging on 
the walls, especially the big picture of 
Santorini placed where it’s noticeable 
in the first glance, reminds Greeks of 
home.” 

but the decoration and ambience 
are just one reason why patrons re-
turn to elia repeatedly. It’s the deli-
cious food that’s on offer that has got-
ten people hooked. Yigit says Greeks 
in cambodia say the fare in elia is 
even better than that in Greece. 

“We have consistently been com-
plimented for our moussaka, which 
our patrons say is the best they’ve 
ever had,” Yigit says. 

Moussaka ($8.50) is a very tradi-
tional Greek fare. made up of several 
layers piled up one on top of another, 
it has potatoes at the bottom, egg-
plant second, mincemeat third, fresh 
tomato and bechamel sauces fourth, 
all topped off with cheese. The dish 
is then oven-baked for that simply 
delicious taste.

besides moussaka, the stars of the 
menu are the mixed meat plat-

ter and seafood pasta.
The mixed meat platter 
costs $15.50 per person, 

and for two, it is dis-
counted to $27.50. It 
comes with an assort-
ment of meats such 
as German sausages, 
beef, soft and tender-
ly marinated chicken, 
meatballs, special 

Greek herbs, home-
made fries, side salad and 

pita bread.
Also offered as part of the dish 

are four sauces as dips – tzatziki (a 
Greek yoghurt cucumber sauce), 
mustard, beetroot (made with yo-
ghurt and mayonnaise) and tomato. 

The seafood pasta ($8.50) is 
cooked with 250g of shrimp and 
shellfish, along with cream sauce. 

meat and seafood dishes are 
popular among locals whereas for-
eign patrons have more mixed taste 
buds.

Yet everyone enjoys the Greek 
salad, which is also a must among 
Greeks when they dine. “No table 
in Greece is without Greek salad. It’s 
like rice for cambodians. Nobody 
eats without it,” he says.

As for drinks, he recommends that 
patrons try the Greek Sangria which 
is red wine combined with chopped 
fruits. There’s also a frappe which is 
a typical Greek ice coffee that cus-
tomers can try. 

As a Greek restaurant, its ingre-
dients are mostly imported from 
abroad. For instance, the beef that is 
served is from Australia, other meats 
are from New Zealand and the feta 
cheese is from France. 

“I can say the ingredients we use 
are our strength. For instance, 5kg of 
olive oil normally sells for $20, but 
we use virgin olive oil that costs $30 
or more. And even though chicken 
and vegetable preparations use the 
locally-made product, we still only 
select the best,” he says.

Above all, the food portions of-
fered at elia are large when com-
pared to the reasonable prices. And 
the menu is such that everyone will 
find something to their liking at the 
restaurant.

“We serve meat dishes and also 
cater for vegetarians and vegans. 
There are lots of options for meat 
lovers and vegetarians since we ca-
ter across the board for everyone. 
Half of our dishes have meat and 
vegetarian options,” Yigit says.

One unique attraction at elia, Yigit 
says, is that the service is very fast 
and very good. “All my staff under-
stand what our customers want be-
cause we talk to them. And because 
the staff are friendly, people want 
to know and chat with us. They not 
only come for food.

“We play good mostly popular Greek 
songs, and after 9pm we play music to 
chill out and people love to hang out 
with us. The atmosphere is friendly 
too, [it’s] not just [a] restaurant. elia is 
like a meeting point for people to eat, 
drink and socialise,” he says.

Following his success, Yigit wants 
to increase his restaurant’s size by 
enlarging the space and training 
more people. “We are ready to serve 
our growing number of patrons who 
have come to enjoy Greek food.

“I want cambodians to be more 
open about their food choices. Try 
my restaurant because I’m not here 
just to make money. I want to pres-
ent Greek food to the people.

“Foreigners are usually familiar with 
Greek food, but being in cambodia, I 
want to present my food to cambo-
dians. And it makes me happy to see 
cambodians come in to try something 
different. They shouldn’t be closed-
minded. Just try. We have food to offer 
everyone’s taste buds,” Yigit says. 

elia Greek Kitchen Phnom Penh 
is open from 11am to 11pm (week-
days) and 11am to 12pm (week-
ends). In the future, Yigit hopes to 
open for breakfast as well.

The mixed meat platter consists of sausages, beef, chicken, meatballs, homemade fries, side salad and pita bread. YOUSOS APDOULRASHIM

White and blue decorations are the theme at Elia Greek Kitchen Phnom Penh. YOUSOS 
APDOULRASHIM

A waitress presents a 
mixed-meat platter at Elia Greek 

Kitchen Phnom Penh on Street 123. 
YOUSOS APDOULRASHIM



D
angling 400m 
over a void, sus-
pended only by a 
cord, Yang Feiyue is 

not your average litter-picker.
The 48-year-old’s job is to 

abseil down cliffs on central 
China’s Tianmen mountain – 
an area famed for its natural 
beauty but plagued by plastic 
and other waste.

“am i afraid?” says Yang as 
he steps over a guardrail. “no, 
i’m used to it.” 

local media call Yang and 
his team “the Spidermen”, 
after the skyscraper-scaling 
superhero, and it’s easy to see 
why.

Yang descends and hangs 
off the steep cliff face, patient-
ly picking up rubbish thrown 
off the side by tourists.

His colleagues at the top hold 
firmly onto his rope, attached 
to hooks in the rock. When he 
is finished, he is hauled up via 
a system of pullies.

Yang’s rubbish bag is full of 
water bottles, packaging, and 
tissues.

“When it rains, we get sin-
gle-use ponchos – and since 
the pandemic, we get face 
masks as well,” he explains.

Yang’s team was created in 
2010 by the Tianmen moun-
tain management to deal 
with waste accumulating on 
its sides, an unfortunately 

common occurrence at Chi-
nese beauty spots.

numerous stands selling 
food and drinks at tourist at-
tractions are a major source 
of packaging that sometimes 
ends up being thrown on the 
ground – or off a cliff.

Campaigns in schools and 
the media have boosted peo-
ple’s environmental conscious-
ness, along with an increase in 
recycling bins in public spaces.

“in the last 10 years, we’ve 
seen less and less littering,” says 
Ding Yunjuan, deputy director 
of marketing for the mountain.

“Before, our ‘Spidermen’ 
collected five tonnes of litter 
a year. Tourists nowadays are 
more civilised.”

Even so, Yang and his col-
leagues collected two tonnes 
this year – despite the fact 
that the coronavirus pan-
demic significantly reduced 
visitor numbers.

Unsurprisingly, the job is 
physically demanding. 

“at first, my hands were in-
credibly painful after a day’s 
work – i could barely use my 
chopsticks to eat. But it’s a lot 
better now!” laughs Yang. 

He says he will keep abseil-
ing down the mountainside 
as long as it is necessary.

While Yang admits that he 
enjoys the nickname “Spider-
man”, his real motive is the 
preservation of the moun-
tain. AFP
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Met squarely
  6 Rubberneck
 10 Numbered Beethoven work, e.g.
 14 Domicile
 15 Lotion additive
 16 Deepest sleep
 17 Crash program?
 20 Popular street name
 21 Fingerboard ridge
 22 Edmonton skaters
 23 Old Roman port
 25 Mixologist’s supply
 26 Arm bone
 28 Corrupt
 32 Opposite of fronts
 34 Northernmost Japanese
 35 Quid ___ quo
 38 Features of some modern signs
 42 “It’s no ___!”
 43 Missing from the Marines
 44 Add up
 45 Farewells from a tyke
 48 100 centavos
 49 “General Hospital,” e.g.
 51 Burdened
 53 Build up

 55 Cracker spread
 56 Darned spot?
 59 Convincer’s activity
 62 1996 candidate Bob
 63 Crude bed, in Britain
 64 Slow, musically
 65 Recipe directive
 66 Pot starter
 67 Certain palms
DOWN
  1 Fall out of contention
  2 Biblical shepherd
  3 Joint use of anything
  4 Tokyo, once
  5 Dutch pottery city
  6 French pastry
  7 Came down to the ground
  8 Court
  9 Gambler’s game
 10 Feral feline
 11 ___ over (studied)
 12 Eclipse-viewing spot
 13 “___ who?”
 18 “The Black Prince” author  

Murdoch
 19 Cause a disturbance
 24 Indian attire

 26 Language of Lahore
 27 Island rings
 29 “Men Behaving ___” (Old TV 

show)
 30 Seven on a sundial
 31 Starfleet Academy grad.
 33 “Don’t move!”
 35 Making legal, as an invention
 36 Rugs from Sweden
 37 Christiania, now
 39 Wonderment
 40 Tennis ploy
 41 Bound
 45 Seville notable
 46 Go by, as time
 47 Fill to the brim
 49 Go quickly
 50 Dome-top openings
 52 Glens
 53 Comments further
 54 Icelandic epic
 55 “Check this out!”
 57 “I’m ___ you!”
 58 Centers of pride
 60 Charged bit
 61 Grassland

“DOUBLE D’S” 

Thursday’s solution

Thursday’s solution

Lifestyle

China’s ‘spidermen’ clear 
litter abseiling down cliff 

Yang Feiyue descends and hangs off the steep cliff face, patiently picking up rubbish thrown off the side by 
tourists. AFP

A tourist carrying a bag of food walks along a skywalk as a group of 
cleaners work at Tianmen Mountain. AFP

The team, called ‘the Spidermen’ by local media, was created in 2010 to deal with waste accumulating on 
Tianmen mountain. AFP
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madrid clubs in champions League last 16
K

arim benzema sent real 
madrid through to the 
last 16 of the champions 
League on Wednesday 

alongside their rivals atletico, while 
Neymar scored a hat-trick as Paris 
Saint-Germain beat istanbul basak-
sehir in a match that had been de-
layed for 24 hours over a racism row.

real are europe’s most decorated 
club with 13 european cups but 
they needed to beat borussia mo-
enchengladbach in madrid to be 
sure of making it through the group 
stage of the champions League for a 
24th straight year.

benzema was their hero, easing the 
pressure on coach Zinedine Zidane 
with two fine back-post headers in 
the first half securing a 2-0 win in a 
game played behind closed doors at 
the alfredo di Stefano Stadium.

“each match is a final and i think that 
if we always play how we did today, no 
team can hurt us,” warned benzema.

The Frenchman also hit the bar in 
the second half and in the end it was 
a result that suited both teams, with 
a 0-0 draw between inter milan and 
Shakhtar donetsk allowing real to 
top Group b and Gladbach, former 
european cup runners-up, to go 

through as runners-up.
Players from the German club 

gathered around smartphones and 
laptops after full time in madrid 
to follow events in milan, where a 
winner for either team would have 
knocked Gladbach out. 

They celebrated wildly when their 
qualification was confirmed.

Inter fail again
Shakhtar go into the europa 

League while inter finish bottom of 
their group, failing to reach the last 
16 for a third season running.

meanwhile atletico needed to beat 
red bull Salzburg in austria to qual-
ify as runners-up in Group a behind 
bayern munich, and did so with ma-
rio Hermoso and Yannick carrasco 
scoring in a 2-0 victory.

Salzburg now go into the europa 
League while reigning european cham-
pions bayern completed the group 
stage unbeaten as Niklas Suele and eric 
maxim choupo-moting gave them a 
2-0 win over Lokomotiv moscow.

Atalanta through
atalanta also clinched qualification 

on Wednesday, with a 1-0 away win 
at ajax. They gained second place in 

Group d behind Liverpool and a last-
16 spot for the second year running.

Luis muriel scored a late winner 
for atalanta in amsterdam after ryan 
Gravenberch was sent off for the hosts, 
who drop into the europa League.

already through, Liverpool were 
able to give a chance to several 
younger players in their 1-1 draw 

with midtjylland in denmark, where 
mohamed Salah put the 2019 win-
ners ahead early on but alexander 
Scholz’s penalty gave the hosts an 
honourable draw.

Neymar scores hat-trick
PSG had wrapped up their quali-

fication for the last 16 on Tuesday 

thanks to manchester United’s de-
feat at rb Leipzig, despite their own 
game being suspended after an un-
precedented walkout.

both sets of players refused to con-
tinue after a row erupted over an al-
leged racist remark by the fourth of-
ficial aimed at basaksehir’s assistant 
coach, Pierre Webo.

With a new set of officials, the 
game restarted in the 14th minute on 
Wednesday. an irresistible Neymar 
scored a hat-trick and won a penalty 
converted by Kylian mbappe, who 
scored again after mehmet Topal 
pulled one back. With their 5-1 victory, 
PSG go through as group winners.

Pep Guardiola’s manchester city 
made it five wins and a draw in 
Group d as they eased to a 3-0 vic-
tory against marseille with Ferran 
Torres and Sergio aguero getting 
second-half goals before an alvaro 
Gonzalez own goal.

also already qualified, Porto beat 
Olympiakos 2-0 in Piraeus cour-
tesy of Otavio’s early penalty and 
a matheus Uribe goal. The Greeks, 
who ended with 10 men, finish third 
in the section.

The draw for the last 16 is on mon-
day. AFP

after maradona, italy’s 1982 World cup hero 'Pablito' dead at 64
PaOLO rossi, a hero of italian 
football who inspired the 
national side to victory in the 
1982 World cup, has died aged 
64, italian media reported on 
Thursday.

They paid tribute to ‘Pablito’, 
the star who was banned for his 
part in a betting scandal but 
returned to win the World cup and 
the ballon d’Or the same year.

rossi’s wife Federica cappel-
letti announced the death with 
a post on instagram alongside 
a photo of the couple, accom-
panied by the comment “For-
ever,” followed by a heart.

“There will never be anyone 
like you, unique, special, after 

you the absolute nothing . . .,” 
cappelletti also wrote on 
Facebook.

The news of his passing 
comes two weeks after the 
death of argentina football leg-
end diego maradona, winner 
of the 1986 World cup.

rossi was credited with inspir-
ing italy to their third World cup 
triumph in Spain in 1982.

but italy’s sporting icon almost 
missed out on the tournament.

He was caught up in a bribery 
scandal, and banned for three 
years in 1980, but after con-
tinually protesting his inno-
cence was cleared to play.

a slight and sprightly winger 

who converted to centre-forward, 
rossi had an uncanny ability to be 
in the right place at the right time.

He exploded onto the stage of 
the 1982 tournament with a hat-
trick in the 3-2 defeat of brazil. 

in the semi-finals he scored 
both goals as italy beat Poland 
2-0, and he hit the opener in 
the 3-1 win over West Germany 
in the final.

rossi finished top scorer in 
the tournament with six goals.

He was also a member of the 
italy side that finished fourth in 
argentina in 1978. 

along with christian Vieri 
and roberto baggio, he holds 
the italian record for nine goals 

scored in the World cup.
He scored 20 goals in 48 

appearances for italy and was 
voted european Footballer of 
the Year in 1982.

born in Prato in Tuscany, 
rossi made his professional 
debut at Juventus in 1973, and 
also played for Vicenza, Perugia 
and ac milan before finishing 
his career in 1987 in Verona.

With Juventus he won two 
Serie a titles, the coppa italia, 
the european cup Winners’ 
cup, and the european cup.

after his career as a footballer, 
rossi worked as a TV pundit.

He is survived by his wife and 
three children. AFP

LeWiS Hamilton is back in 
training and set to return for 
mercedes at this weekend’s 
season-ending abu dhabi 
Grand Prix, but only if he is 
passed fit and returns nega-
tive tests for covid-19.

The seven-time world cham-
pion was absent from last 

week’s action-filled Sakhir 
Grand Prix in bahrain where 
his replacement and fellow-
briton George russell shone, 
despite a bungled mercedes 
pit-stop, on his way to ninth – 
his first points-scoring finish.

Hamilton, 35, is expected to be 
given until Saturday morning at 

the very latest to prove his fitness, 
if needed, with the team con-
tinuing with russell in his car.

russell was nominated on 
Wednesday to be the mercedes 
representative at a pre-event 
news conference at the Yas 
marina circuit on Thursday.

Nothing is certain, however, 
ahead of a race in which the 
champion team – for an 
unprecedented seven succes-
sive years – seek some redemp-
tion following their embarrass-
ing tyre gaffes last Sunday.  

“We head into the final race 
looking for redemption after a 
disappointing race in Sakhir, 
where both George and Valtteri 
(bottas) lost the opportunity to 
win,” said team chief Toto Wolff.

“The pit stop problem has 
uncovered an underlying prob-
lem with our intercom and 
we’ve put measures in place, 
both technically and in the way 
we operate, to make sure it 

doesn’t happen again.”
The team’s blunder happened 

when both drivers came in for 
new tyres and were sent out on 
the wrong ones – with bottas 
having to continue on a set he 
was prepared to discard. 

russell had to pit again, but 
he was undone by a late punc-
ture as he surged towards a 
possible maiden victory in 
thrilling fashion.

russell’s outstanding drive 
prompted many observers to claim 
he deserved another opportu-
nity, but Wolff said the team are 
going to give Hamilton as long 
as he needs to make a comeback 
after missing a race for the first 
time in since his debut in 2007.

“There are still some ques-
tion marks over who will be in 
the car this weekend in abu 
dhabi,” said Wolff. 

“Lew is’s cond it ion is 
improving, but we won’t know 
until closer to the time if he 

will be driving.
“We’ll do everything we can 

to get him in the car and we 
know he’s determined to be 
back as soon as possible, but his 
health is our main priority so 
we will see what the situation is 
and then make the call.”

Hamilton has been in self-
isolation in bahrain since his 
positive test and his 10-day 
period ends on Thursday. 

earlier this week, he posted on 
social media that he felt “great” 
and had returned to training.

mercedes added that rus-
sell’s nomination to appear for 
mercedes in Thursday’s news 
conference rota was not a sig-
nal that he is set to race again 
even though Williams, who 
released him last weekend, 
named reserve driver Jack 
aitken in their equivalent slot.

To enter the United arab 
emirates this weekend, Hamil-
ton is expected to require four 

negative tests and approval 
from government officials – 
and then join his team in their 
usual ‘bubbles’ on Yas island, 
which is in lockdown.

The travelling members of the 
F1 paddock all arrived from bah-
rain on special charter flights on 
monday and have been kept iso-
lated under a strict protocol.

mercedes are expected to 
bounce back – notably the 
luckless bottas - after a near-
parody of themselves last Sun-
day and will hope a fit Hamil-
ton can inspire a return to form 
and a last race triumph.

rivals red bull and the resur-
gent racing Point will aim to 
be the main party-wreckers – 
max Verstappen seeking to 
erase his memory of a first lap 
exit in bahrain and Sergio 
Perez, who claimed his first 
win, hoping to mark his final 
race for racing Point with 
another memorable race. AFP

Real Madrid’s forward Karim Benzema scored a brace in  the UEFA Champions League 
group match between Madrid and Moenchengladbach. AFP

On June 29, 1982, Argentinian goalkeeper Ubaldo Fillol (bottom)         
stops Italian striker Paolo Rossi from scoring in a World Cup match. AFP

Mercedes’ British driver Lewis Hamilton after winning the Bahrain Formula 
One Grand Prix at the Bahrain International Circuit in Sakhir on November 29. AFP

coronavirus recovered Hamilton returns in abu dhabi finale


	01
	02
	03
	04
	05
	06
	07
	08-09
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16

