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Thou Vireak  

THE inter-ministerial commit-
tee in charge of Cambodia-
China Free Trade Agreement 
(CCFTA) negotiations is pre-
paring documents to submit to 
the National Assembly (NA) for 
a ratification and an ambitious 
implementation by January 1.

The two countries signed 
the agreement on October 

12 this year following three 
rounds of negotiations held 
between January and July.

Ministry of Commerce 
spokesman Seang Thay told 
The Post that the submission 
was the next step in the King-
dom’s internal procedures 
leading to ratification.

“The agreement will enter 
into force after the National 
Assembly ratifies it and the 

two sides have exchanged 
diplomatic instruments,” he 
said, adding that trade un-
der the CCFTA framework is 
possible only after the deal 
goes into effect.

For the time being, he said 
Cambodia and China can 
still trade through preferen-
tial frameworks and deals 
that the two countries have 
signed, such as the ASEAN-

China free trade agreement 
“Processed agricultural 

products, leather goods and 
garments, fruits, grains and 
meats are Cambodia’s leading 
commodities for the Chinese 
market, and after implement-
ing the CCFTA, a broader 
spectrum of goods from the 
agro-processing industry will

THE UN on Saturday urged 
leaders to declare a global 
climate emergency and 
shape greener growth after 
the coronavirus pandemic, 
as nations took gloomy 
stock five years since the 
landmark Paris Agreement.

At a virtual “Climate Ambi-
tion Summit” addressed by 
more than 70 leaders, fast-
growing China outlined new 
ambitions in green energy.

In the dying days of Don-
ald Trump’s administration, 
the US government was 
one notable absentee after 
abandoning the Paris pact. 

But president-elect Joe 
Biden issued a statement 
arguing there was “no time 
to waste”, as he prepares 
to embrace the deal anew 
and to host his own climate 
summit within 100 days of 
taking office next month.

“Welcome back, welcome 
home!” French President 
Emmanuel Macron told the 
Americans, switching to Eng-
lish in his summit address.

Nations not invited by the 
organisers included Brazil 
and Australia, which both 
stand accused of ignoring 
the crisis under their right-
wing governments in the 
buildup to the UN’s next 
major climate summit next 
year, COP26, in the Scot-
tish city of Glasgow.

Commitments made in 
Paris in 2015 were already 
“far from enough” to limit 
temperature rises to 1.5 de-
grees Celsius, UN secretary-
general Antonio Guterres 
said in his opening address 
to the summit, which was 
co-hosted by Britain and 
France.

“If we don’t change course, 
we may be headed for a cat-
astrophic temperature rise 
of more than 3.0 degrees 
this century,” he said.

“That is why today, I call 
on all leaders worldwide to 
declare a State of Climate 
Emergency in their countries 
until carbon neutrality is 
reached,” he added, arguing 
the recovery from Covid-19 
presented a rare opportunity 
to recalibrate growth.

British Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson told the sum-
mit that “the promethean 
power of our invention” was 

Mom Kunthear

T
HE Ministry of Health 
said it was still too ear-
ly for the government 
to declare an end to the 

outbreak of Covid-19 commu-
nity transmissions, despite the 
relatively low number of cases 
since the first one was confirmed 
on November 28.

This came as the ministry 
and the Permanent Mission 

of the Kingdom of Cambodia 
to the UN explained the ne-
cessity of revealing the iden-
tities of Covid-19 patients 
whose cases were linked to 
the so-called “November 28 
community incident”.

Ministry spokeswoman Or 
Vandine told The Post on De-
cember 13 that contact trac-
ing related to the incident 
was ongoing.

“We need to complete our 

work first and await a decision 
by Samdech Techo Prime Min-
ister [Hun Sen],” she said.

As of December 12, a total 
of 8,814 people who were in-
volved with the November 28 
incident had been tested for a 
third time. Of the number, 40 
people, 19 of them women, 
have tested positive. 

Vandine said it was neces-
sary to disclose the identities 
of people whose positive cas-

es are linked to the incident, 
and that their cooperation, as 
well as the general public’s, 
has been instrumental in fa-
cilitating contact tracing and 
quickly stopping human-to-
human transmission. 

With the prime minister’s ap-
proval, the ministry has since 
December 4 published per-
sonal information of people

‘Nov 28 incident’ not 
over; new cases found
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Voun Dara

CIVIL society organisations 
and people living with AIDS 
have called on the govern-
ment and generous people 
to continue providing aid to 
those affected by the virus.

The call came as the num-
ber of people who have died 
from AIDS, mostly related to 
the HIV outbreak in Battam-
bang province’s Sangke dis-
trict in 2014, reached 45 as of 
December this year.

The HIV outbreak in Roka 
commune was spread by Yem 
Chrin, an unlicensed medic 
who has been sentenced to 
25 years in prison.

Eng Samnang, director of the 
Roka Referral Hospital, told 
The Post on December 14 that 
325 people had received treat-
ment at his hospital, including 
the 291 who contracted the vi-
rus in Sangke district in 2014. 
Most of the deaths were el-
derly people and people who 
already had physical illnesses.

“As director of the hospital in 
this area, I have always said that 
we mustn’t forget our brothers 
and sisters who are living with 
this disease,” he said.

Samnang said they are re-
ceiving good medical care, but 
many are encountering diffi-
culties supporting their families 
because of their poor health.  

“These people have experi-
enced a general decline in health 
and vitality. As a result, their abil-

ity to cultivate their crops and 
earn income for their families 
has been seriously affected,” he 
said, emphasising that in cases 
where a primary breadwinner 
is HIV-positive, entire families’ 
livelihoods are impacted. 

Samnang expressed his ap-
preciation for generous dona-
tions by partner organisations 
and individuals providing as-
sistance to those in need.

Chy Sar is a 50-year-old 
woman living in Roka who 
contracted HIV. She lives with 
one of her daughters and is 
unable to continue with farm 
work because her health is 
too poor.  She said most of 
the nearly 300 people in the 
commune living with the vi-
rus are farmers, and some 
are elderly. She described the 

hardships faced by members 
of the community as they lose 
their strength and income. 

“These HIV-positive people 
have very hard lives. They are 
elderly people, but they have 
no one they can depend on. 
For the elderly, even going 
to get treatment at a hospital 
can be extremely difficult,” 
she said.

Sar vowed that she would 
persevere in fighting the virus, 
and she called on the govern-
ment and humanitarian or-
ganisations to continue to help 
her and others who are dis-
abled with additional support.

Phorng Chanthorn, partner-
ship and networking coordi-
nator of the Khmer HIV/AIDS 
NGO Alliance (KHANA), said 
support for the AIDS victims in 

Roka commune was declining.
“Over the last four years, 

aid provision has dwindled, 
and meeting with the vic-
tims directly we have also 
observed that their liveli-
hoods and occupations are 
deteriorating,” he said.

Chanthorn called for estab-
lishing a project to offer train-
ing for the victims in order to 
provide new skills and create 
opportunities for them to 
earn a better living.  

According to the National 
AIDS Authority (NAA), 20 
per cent of the 9,640 families 
with HIV-positive members 
throughout the country are 
registered with the social pro-
tection system. 

Choub Sok Chamroeun, 
executive director of KHANA, 
said the inclusion of people 
living with AIDS into the so-
cial protection service is nec-
essary to ensure that they re-
ceive the care they will need. 

According to data from 
the National Centre for HIV/
AIDS Dermatology and STDs 
(NCHADS), an estimated 
73,000 people in Cambodia 
are HIV-positive and 61,193 
are receiving anti-viral treat-
ment. Last year, 780 new in-
fections were recorded. 

Sok Chamroeun said there 
has been a worrisome trend 
over the past three years of 
transmissions among men 
having sex with other men and 
with transgender people.

Nov Sivutha

THE National Election Com-
mittee (NEC) has decided to 
allow the Committee for Free 
and Fair Elections in Cambodia 
(COMFREL) to continue audit-
ing the 2020 voter list to help 
improve its quality and accu-
racy. The results of this process 
will be posted on December 31.

NEC deputy secretary-
general Som Sorida told The 
Post on December 13 that the 
NEC authorised COMFREL to 
audit this year’s voter list as a 
collaboration to ensure that 
the work that the NEC has 
done is accurate and correct.

Sorida said COMFREL is a 
professional organisation that 
had spotted some irregulari-
ties in the past, such as cases 
of duplicate names, use of im-
proper documents or a lack of 
proof of Khmer nationality re-
quired for voter registration.

“[COMFREL] has helped the 
NEC by finding these problems 
and the NEC will edit the voter 
list based on its report. How-
ever, COMFREL still acknowl-
edges that the NEC’s voter list 
is over 90 per cent accurate be-
fore the audit,” he said.

Senior COMFREL official 
Korn Savang said on December 
13 that his organisation regu-
larly audits the NEC’s voter list 
each year to ensure that it is ful-
ly complete, accurate and up-
to-date. But he said some com-
munes or districts seem not to 
understand the role COMFREL 
plays in this process, so he asks 
the NEC to facilitate.

“What we are doing with the 
NEC is related to the quality 
of the voter list and checking 
whether the names on this 
list are real or duplicate and 
determining if there are ghost 
names on the list. This year, 
COMFREL can only do this for 
10 provinces, as it depends on 
the resources available. For 
cases of name duplication or 
irregular documents, we will 
study the final list compiled 
by the NEC,” he said.

Cambodian People’s Party 

(CPP) spokesman Sok Eysan 
welcomed COMFREL’s audit 
of this year’s voter list, saying 
it was a good idea to make the 
voter list more accurate as 
the NEC is in favour of trans-
parency because this gives 
people confidence in the out-
come of the elections.

Eysan urged COMFREL to 
publicise its finding after the 
audit. 

“If COMFREL wants trans-
parency, it should check to 
see if the list is fraudulent 
or not. They should be clear 
about that and not just say 
that an entry is without evi-
dence or documents. 

“If it’s not correct and they 
have clearly checked and con-
firmed that it is incorrect then 
there should be a statement or 
information given to the me-
dia to publish. Then it would 
be fully transparent,” he said.

According to a press re-
lease issued by the NEC on 
December 11, COMFREL on 
November 6 requested the 
preliminary voter list from the 
NEC for 2020 in order to facili-
tate cooperation at the sub-
national level to conduct the 
2020 voter list audit. For this 
audit, COMFREL will conduct 
operations between Decem-
ber 2020 and January 2021.

The press release added that 
last year COMFREL audited the 
2019 NEC voter list and evalu-
ated that the list was up to 99.7 
per cent accurate, with COM-
FREL having found only 44 
duplicate names. The NEC has 
already resolved the duplicate 
names in each of those cases.

The NEC on December 10 
also completed the resolution 
of complaints related to the 
2020 voter list received from 
representatives of political 
parties, communes and indi-
viduals. But there are some 
additional complaints from 
the representatives of politi-
cal parties who are dissatis-
fied with the NEC decision 
and who have therefore ap-
pealed to the Constitutional 
Council.
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HIV victims suffer declining support

NEC allows NGO to 
audit 2020 voter list

Kingdom chips in to climate fight
Soth Koemsoeun

P
RIME Minister Hun Sen said 
although Cambodia has sig-
nificantly lower greenhouse gas 
emissions compared to many 

other nations at the global level, the coun-
try remains highly committed to address-
ing the climate issue while working within 
the limits of its resources and capacities.

Hun Sen made the remarks as he ad-
dressed the international summit on 
“Commitments to Climate Change” via 
video conference on December 12.

The prime minister said he would ap-
peal to all countries to work together to 
fulfil the promised obligations in past stra-
tegic plans, mechanisms and agreements.

He went on to say that many countries 
have already been impacted directly by 
climate change, including Cambodia, 
which just recently experienced flood-
ing that may have been made unusually 
severe in intensity by climate change. 

He added that Cambodia is ready to 
submit a report on the current status of its 
participation in tackling climate change 
to the Secretariat of the UN Framework 
Convention on Climate Change (UNFC-
CC) by the end of this year. 

Cambodia has incorporated new and 
specific targets for 2030 aimed at reduc-
ing greenhouse gases by 38.9 million 
tonnes of carbon dioxide, or achieving 
its equivalent through sectors such as 
forestry, waste management and agri-
culture. This would amount to an 18 per 
cent reduction in emissions by 2030. 

The new targets also include the goal 
of obtaining 25 per cent of Cambodia’s 
electricity generation from renewable 
energy sources by 2030.

“Climate change is a shared challenge 
that can only be solved if every coun-
try takes concerted action and fulfills 
the obligations agreed to in the existing 
strategic action plans, mechanisms and 
agreements. As a responsible country 
seeking to minimise the impacts of cli-

mate change, Cambodia is committed to 
formulating a long-term strategy in 2021 
to achieve carbon neutrality,” he said.

Ministry of Environment spokesman 
Neth Pheaktra said on December 13 that 
in the short-term, the government plans 
to reduce emissions by about 38.9 mil-
lion tonnes by 2030. 

He also said that Cambodia’s long-term 
plans past 2030 are being formulated now 
and will be ready in 2021, with the envi-
ronment ministry coordinating with oth-
er relevant institutions and ministries.

“Cambodia is not a country that is 
primarily causing climate change, but 
rather a country that is being increas-
ingly affected by global climate change. 
At the same time, there is praise from in-
ternational institutions for Cambodia’s 
measures in regard to doing our part in 
solving this problem,” he said.

Hok Menghoin, the environment and ag-
riculture programme manager at the NGO 

Forum on Cambodia, said on December 13 
that the government has an important role 
to play in reducing the emissions that drive 
climate change and also in protecting the 
Cambodian people and the economy to 
mitigate climate change’s negative effects.

He said that in Cambodia, adaptation to 
climate change is a priority, including pro-
viding drought-resistant seeds to farmers, 
helping people to rebuild their homes and 
rehabilitate their families after climate di-
sasters like floods, and improving weather 
forecasting and early warning systems to 
keep people safe whenever catastrophic 
weather events might occur.

“If Cambodia does not make greater 
efforts to respond to climate change, 
Cambodia’s vision of becoming a high-
middle-income country, and its goal of 
eradicating poverty, are both at great 
risk. The efforts being made to address 
climate change presently are unlikely to 
be enough,” said Menghoin.

Cambodia has incorporated new and specific targets for 2030 aimed at reducing greenhouse 
gases by 38.9 million tonnes of carbon dioxide, or achieving its equivalent through sectors such 
as forestry, waste management and agriculture. hENG ChIVOAN

Roka Referral Hospital has provided HIV treatment to 325 people as of 
December 14. hENG ChIVOAN
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Post Staff

THE Phnom Penh Post won a 
top international award at the 
Medical Travel Media Awards 
2020 (MTMA 2020) competi-
tion that was held in Malaysia 
on December 10.

The Post journalist Neang 
Sopheap won the “Best Online 
Report of the Year [Interna-
tional] Award” for his article 
titled Malaysia’s medical sec-
tor welcomes patients world-
wide in all weathers, which 
was published in October.

Sopheap also emerged sec-
ond in the Best Print Report (In-
ternational) category and third 
in the Best Medical Travel Jour-
nalist of the Year Award section.

The annual competition 
is organised by the Malaysia 
Healthcare Travel Council 
(MHTC), a government agen-
cy entrusted with the respon-

sibility of curating the coun-
try’s healthcare travel scene. 

The MTMA competition 
aims to recognise outstanding 
reports and articles by journal-
ists, editors, producers, and 
media organisations for their 
contribution in promoting Ma-
laysia’s medical travel industry. 

This year, the second an-
nual MTMA competition and 
its finale were conducted on-
line from the Malaysian capi-
tal Kuala Lumpur due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic. The or-
ganisers received 400 entries 
from 11 countries. 

Sopheap said: “I am very de-
lighted to receive this award; 
it’s a nice year-end gift. I was 
researching about healthcare 
facilities and medical tourism 
in ASEAN and found that Ma-
laysia has world-class facilities 
and good doctors. Malaysia of-
fers affordable medical care to 

foreigners and it is still welcom-
ing foreigners for treatment. 

“I also would like to thank 
MHTC for organising this 
competition to encourage the 
international media to high-
light the healthcare sector, 
and also to engage the media 
to promote this sector. This 
actually provided an oppor-
tunity for journalists like me 
to write on this topic, which 
is also my favourite topic.

“I would also like to thank 
my colleagues, especially my 
editors and designer, who 
helped in putting out this ar-
ticle beautifully. 

“I am also grateful to all 
my Malaysian friends for this 
wonderful win. I am happy to 
put the Phnom Penh Post on 
the international stage. This 
award is good for the Phnom 
Penh Post and also for the 
Cambodian media.”  

Commenting on the suc-
cess of the MTMA 2020, MHTC 
CEO Sherene Azli said the sec-
retariat received a record 400 
submissions from 11 countries 
in addition to Malaysia, namely 
Indonesia, Brunei, Cambodia, 
Bangladesh, South Korea, China, 
Vietnam, India, the UK, Croatia, 

and Tunisia. The number of sub-
missions marked an increase of 
60 per cent from last year.

The MTMA2020, Sherene 
said, shone a light on the 
dedication by both local and 
international media despite 
the constraints presented by 
the pandemic. 

“This year’s awards celebrate 
the contribution of the media 
as front liners in their own right. 
The media are vital sources of 
information and have never 
ceased to serve the public by 
educating and keeping us in-
formed during these times of 
crisis,” Sherene said.
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Environment ministry sounds 
alarm over rising air pollution
Soth Koemsoeun

T
HE Ministry of Envi-
ronment has instructed 
the Phnom Penh and 
provincial authorities 

to tackle air pollution by taking 
measures to prevent forest fires, 
the burning of solid waste, the 
burning of construction waste 
and burning at landfills. 

The ministry is concerned 
about the air quality in Cam-
bodia, which has been on the 
decline. Air pollution is harm-
ful to both human health and 
the environment, it said.

In a December 8 letter 
addressed to the Phnom Penh 
municipal and provincial gov-
ernors and seen by The Post on 
December 13, the ministry 
said that at the beginning of 
the dry season every year, 
especially during December to 
April, the air quality condition 
deteriorates alarmingly.

This is especially true regard-
ing an increase in the concen-
tration of inert particles floating 
in the air, known as PM10 and 
PM2.5, which are known to be 
harmful to human health. 

The PM stands for particulate 
matter and the numbers denote 
particulate matter that is 10 
micrometres or smaller and par-
ticulate matter that is 2.5 
micrometres or smaller. Both are 
inhalable. For reference, a 
human hair is on average about 
70 micrometres.

The amount of both PM10 
and PM2.5 in Phnom Penh’s air 
is above the limits established 
as safety standards, and this 
poses a risk to people’s health 
and the environment.

The letter added that through 
the survey they had determined 
that the main sources and activ-
ities that caused the increase in 
the concentration of inert par-
ticles included emissions from 
industrial operations, vehicles 
using diesel fuel, wild forest 
fires, the burning of agricultural 
waste, the controlled burning of 

grass and forests for agriculture, 
the burning of solid waste at 
landfills and dust from con-
struction sites.

The letter urged municipal 
and provincial governors to aid 
in the dissemination of infor-
mation to the public about 
measures they can take to pre-
vent forest fires and to try to 
curtail the practice of control-
led burning for agriculture and 
the burning of agricultural 
waste and landfill waste. 

Governors are also encouraged 
to employ measures to prevent 
dust from construction sites and 
improve road conditions to help 
reduce the amount of dust from 
roads and in public places.

The ministry stressed that 
they must educate people to 
no longer burn rubbish or 
solid waste and to stop burn-
ing grass and burning other 
agricultural waste. 

Furthermore, all streets and 
public spaces should be 
cleaned regularly and author-
ities at all levels should be pre-

pared to put out fires in case 
of any unexpected wildfires.

Preah Sihanouk Provincial 
Hall spokesman Kheang 
Phearum said on December 13 
that the provincial hall had 
received the letter. He said the 
provincial governor would 
schedule a meeting to dissem-
inate the contents of the letter 
to all relevant authorities.

“I think the prevention of air 
pollution is very important to 
the people and the environ-
ment, and we are all ready to 
participate in solving these 
problems. So we have to con-
sider it as an important issue, 
and officials at all levels must 
pay close attention, especially 
to inform the people so that 
they understand that what 
they do today to stop pollution 
may keep them safe and 
healthy tomorrow,” he said.

Heng Yon Kora, executive 
director of the Community 
Sanitation and Recycling 
Organisation (CSARO), said on 
December 13 that forest fires 

and burning waste both cause 
many environmental prob-
lems, especially air pollution. 
Therefore, this issue requires 
both vigilance against uninten-
tional forest fires and the pub-
lic in general understanding 
that they must no longer burn 
their waste to dispose of it.

He added that officials must 
act as role models to demon-
strate a wide range of outreach 
activities so that the public will 
be prepared to put out any 
fires in a timely manner.

“Our authorities have to work 
actively in the local community 
because most of the local peo-
ple burn their rubbish when 
they have no place to dump it. 
And some factories should find 
ways to reduce the smoke they 
release into the air. 

“As for the waste, if we pile it 
up in the same place for years 
it can actually catch fire under-
ground on its own, so we need 
to ask ourselves what should 
be done to prevent this from 
happening again,” he said.

The ministry has voiced concerns over the air quality in Cambodia, which it notes has been on the decline. 
KANDAL PROVINCIAL HALL

The Post journalist Neang Sopheap won the ‘Best Online Report of the Year [International] Award’. HEAN RANGSEY

Nov Sivutha

THE Phnom Penh Municipal 
Court has charged a Cambo-
dian man, Ny Nak, 41, and 
placed him in pre-trial de-
tention for public insult and 
incitement to discrimination 
under articles 307, 494 and 
496 of the Criminal Code.

According to an order signed 
by Investigating Judge Hong 
Sokun Vathana on December 
12, Ny Nak, who sells sausages 
online, is a native of Tapon 
commune in Battambang 
province’s Sangke district. Pri-
or to the arrest, he resided at a 
rented house in Boeung Tom-
pun I commune, in Phnom 
Penh’s Meanchey district.

He was charged for “public 
insult” and “incitement to 
discrimination” after his Fa-
cebook post under the name 
IMan-KH was alleged to have 
indirectly insulted Prime 
Minister Hun Sen.

The Facebook post alleged-
ly made a mockery of the gov-
ernment’s distribution of face 
masks and Hun Sen’s prepa-
ration of a letter to the King 
regarding a possible declara-
tion of a state of emergency 
amid the Covid-19 commu-
nity outbreak. 

A state of emergency, which 
temporarily restricts certain 
rights and freedoms, is a 
measure that can be legally 
deployed by the government 
if it is deemed necessary as 
part of measures to contain 
the pandemic in the country.

Nak’s Facebook post read: “I 
have already prepared a let-
ter and documents to request 
the placement of my chicken 
coop in a state of emergency. 
The reason is that the flu vi-
rus is spreading on the farm. 
I didn’t want [the situation] 
to reach this point, because 
it is seriously damaging to the 
economy of the chickens.

“I hope that all chickens will 
wear a mask and stay in the 

coop without going out, if it is 
not necessary.”

Political analyst Lao Mong 
Hay called on the municipal 
court to release Nak, saying 
Nak’s Facebook post was ap-
parently intended to be a joke.

He said the legal interpreta-
tion and the charges of pub-
lic insults and incitement to 
discrimination against Nak 
was not in line with the strict 
lenity of the criminal case 
as stated in Article 5 of the 
Criminal Code.

“In criminal cases, the law 
must be interpreted strictly. 
Judges cannot extend the 
scope of practice or act fol-
lowing the context [of con-
sistency or similarity].

“In a liberal and multi-party 
democracy that guarantees 
human rights and respects 
the law, Ny Nak’s act would 
not be regarded as a crimi-
nal offence. The Cambodian 
Criminal Code also does not 
consider this comedy to be a 
criminal offence,” he said.

Ministry of Justice spokes-
man Chin Malin said the 
court had a legal basis to 
charge Nak with public in-
sult and incitement to dis-
crimination.

“As for whether the accusa-
tion is excessive or not, by the 
matter of principle, it is based 
on the action of the accused. 
[It depends on if there are] el-
ements of a crime,” he said.

“The authorities and the 
prosecutor have a strong and 
clear basis to ascertain that 
the action has the elements 
of a crime and apply charges 
according to the articles [in 
the Criminal Code].”

According to the Criminal 
Code, incitement to discrimi-
nation is punishable by im-
prisonment from one to three 
years and a fine from two mil-
lion to six million riel ($500 to 
$1,500). Public insult is pun-
ishable by a fine of between 
100,000 and 10 million riel.

Capital court charges 
man over ‘mocking’ 
PM in Facebook post

Phnom Penh Post journalist 
grabs top award in Malaysia
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A woman ranger risks her life for wildlife
Long Kimmarita

T
Here are only a few ex-
traordinary women who are 
brave enough to live in the 
forest and dedicate their 

lives to the protection of the envi-
ronment and wild animals. 

In cambodia, a total of 1,200 rangers 
are carrying out this work in wildlife 
sanctuaries in 20 provinces in order to 
protect and preserve the nation’s natu-
ral resources. Out of the 1,200 rangers, 
only 42 of them are women. chhit 
Phattavdy is proud to be one of them.

Of the 42 women, Phattavdy is 
the only one assigned to protection 
duties in the Preaek Prasab Wild-
life Sanctuary, an area totalling 
12,000ha in Kratie province’s Prek 
Prasap and Sambor districts.

A 31-year-old resident of Sambor 
district, Phattavdy began work as a 
ranger under the Kratie provincial 
department of environment in 
2017 after deciding to quit her job 
at a private company. As a student 
she attended university and gradu-
ated with a degree in biology.

In a recent interview with The 
Post, Phattavdy says that at first no 
family members or relatives sup-
ported her decision to be a ranger. 

“I love the forest and wild animals. 
This love inspired me to preserve and 
protect the forest in a sustainable man-
ner.  So, my heart was inspiring me to 
become a ranger. At first, my parents 
objected, asking why their daughter 
wanted to work in the forest. 

“I explained it to them and cited 
the reasons that I love it and wanted 
to fulfil my own desires.  They even-
tually listened to my reasoning. They 
no longer object to my profession and 
they have changed their views to al-
low me to follow my heart,” she says.

The life of a ranger is filled with 
many difficult obstacles. Phattavdy 
went from leading a normal life 
with her well-off family that was 

very comfortable to a life of relative 
hardship in the forest. 

She says she now regularly patrols 
the forest and works to protect ani-
mals from poaching and to stop il-
legal logging and deforestation. 

“I am committed to doing this 
work. At first, I was afraid because 
we used to live in a part of the dis-
trict with many people and it was 
a big change to move to the forest. 
but my determination comes from 
loving nature and nature protectors 
have to stay in the forest. I have to be 
determined to do it,” she says.

“For just a month, I can easily adapt 
to a new life in the forest.  When staying 
in the forest for a longer period of time, 
I sometimes think that it is too quiet; 
it is different from living near other 
people who are noisy and sometimes 
make a mess. The biggest change from 
city life to life in the forest is the quiet 

and being surrounded by nature in-
stead of people,” she recalls. 

For more than three years now, 
Phattavdy has been protecting 
cambodia’s natural resources. Phat-
tavdy’s resolve to carry out her du-
ties as a ranger has provided her 
with a more intimate knowledge of 
nature and wild animals. 

Aside from her love of animals, 
she is also doing it to benefit the 
next generation, so that they can 
know the wonders of cambodia’s 
natural beauty.  

“I don’t have the heart to abandon 
my career as a ranger. I have a dream 
of continuing this career for the rest 
of my life, protecting the natural re-
sources of cambodia in a sustainable 
manner, so it will always be here for 
each new generation. right now I am 
expecting a child myself. I want my 
unborn child to one day see the land 

that I protect still has a forest and 
wild animals,” Phattavdy says.

environment ministry spokesman 
Neth Pheaktra says Phattavdy is one 
of just a few women rangers to take 
an active part in protecting the natural 
resources of cambodia that have been 
neglected or destroyed in the past. 

“We are proud that the environ-
ment ministry has female rangers. 
Though this number is not yet large, 
we will try to encourage them and 
make it a priority to recruit more 
women to help protect and conserve 
our [natural] resources,” he says.

The ministry has continued to 
encourage and support female 
rangers because female rangers 
have been very effective in their 
ability to educate and spread the 
word about the protection of natu-
ral resources to other community 
members, Pheaktra acknowledges. 

“Female rangers make many sac-
rifices for their career. They not only 
are women who have duties as moth-
ers and wives at home, but they are 
also rangers who take an active part 
in protecting and conserving natural 
resources, just like male rangers. but 
conservation is such a big task that it is 
necessary for women to join,” he says.

USAId cambodia mission direc-
tor Veena reddy tells The Post that 
in the current context, it is a very 
challenging landscape for female 
rangers. They face obstacles to 
their work that are different from 
their male counterparts. 

reddy says the US government 
values diversity and inclusion and 
therefore regards efforts to allow 
more women to participate as for-
est rangers as beneficial for cam-
bodia. It is also critical that the 
cambodian government provides 
them with the necessary protec-
tion in order to attract more wom-
en to this line of work.

“If cambodia provides equal ac-
cess and opportunities for women in 
this male-dominated profession, it 
will help to build their skills, increase 
their employment opportunities, 
and show that women can succeed 
as forest rangers and contribute to-
wards the protection of the country’s 
natural resources,” she underscores.

but inclusion of women in enforce-
ment, she says, is helpful for reasons 
beyond the benefit to those women. 
Women can bring different skill sets 
and perspectives that can make con-
servation efforts more effective. 

“An increase in women’s participa-
tion in conservation activities can 
serve to inspire cambodia’s youth – 
particularly girls. Female inclusion 
can help conservation programmes 
become sustainable, assist the coun-
try to adapt to the challenges brought 
on by climate change, and economi-
cally empower communities in and 
around forests,” she says.

Chhin Phatthavdy is assigned to protection duties in the Preaek Prasab Wildlife Sanctuary. USAID CAMBODIA

P Sihanouk: report found antiques or else
Orm Bunthoeurn

THe Preah Sihanouk Provin-
cial Administration has warned 
of legal action against people 
who fail to report to authori-
ties about the discovery of 
ancient objects.  

In an announcement, it said 
people who had received infor-
mation about ancient objects 
from others, or who had spotted 
ancient objects themselves 
while digging, or had just picked 
them up from the land or fished 
them out of the water, all have 
a legal obligation to report the 
information and hand the 
objects over to the relevant local 
or national authorities. 

Provincial hall spokesman 
Kheang Phearum said that in 
the past, the administration had 
observed that some people had 
spotted ancient objects but did 
not report them to the police. 
They had sometimes even col-
lected those ancient objects and 
stored them illegally. 

“The collection of ancient 
objects from the sea floor, riv-
ers, and lakes, or from under-
ground or simply on the ground, 
which are then held without 
notifying the authorities, is ille-
gal. They will face a prison term 
if convicted,” he said.

Under Article 63 of the Law on 
Protection of cultural Heritage, 
anyone who alienates, moves, 

destroys, modifies, alters, 
repairs or restores a registered 
cultural object, whether inten-
tionally or through negligence, 
without informing the authori-
ties faces a prison sentence of 
up to five years and a fine equal 
to the value of the cultural object 
in question. The value of the 
ancient object is to be deter-
mined by expert opinion.  

Prak Sovannara, director-
general of the General depart-
ment of Heritage at the minis-
try of culture and Fine Arts, 
said the Law on Protection of 
cultural Heritage does not 
precisely stipulate the age of 

objects considered to be 
ancient or protected. 

Instead, the department’s 
experts use their own judg-
ment to determine the value 
of the objects given their his-
tory and cultural importance. 
If the objects are deemed 
important to cambodian cul-
ture or history in some way, 
those objects fall under the 
protection of the law. 

“When it comes to the law, 
we don’t determine that it is 
after 50 years or after 100 years 
that objects are regarded as 
ancient and part of our nation-
al heritage and wealth. Our law 

doesn’t speak about the years. 
but it is not only in our coun-
try, there are other countries 
that don’t go by age to make 
their determinations. 

“Some countries, however, 
have set forth exact ages in 
years in order for objects to be 
protected. 

“each time an ancient object 
is discovered, specialists have 
to undertake a thorough study 
of it, and assess whether it can 
be regarded as ancient or as 
architecturally, historically, 
culturally or aesthetically valu-
able,” he said.

Sovannara added that some-
times people took ancient 
objects that they spotted while 
ploughing land for farming 
and stored them away because 
they did not know that it was 
an offence punishable by 
imprisonment.  

In some cases, he said, peo-
ple honestly did not know 
about the age or importance of 
the objects they had found. 

The best practice for every-
one, therefore, is to alert the 
authorities and hand all such 
objects to specialists.  

Sovannara said the partici-
pation of ordinary people, 
such as farmers, is very valu-
able in finding ancient objects 
that can be studied and added 
to the National Heritage 
Wealth List. 
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confirmed to have contracted 
covid-19. 

UN human rights experts 
have expressed alarm at cam-
bodian authorities’ decision 
to allow such publication, 
calling it a deplorable breach 
of privacy unnecessary under 
any circumstances.

They welcomed a health 
ministry press statement on 
december 10 which affirmed 
the government’s commitment 
to respect individuals’ rights to 
privacy and dignity and which 
coincided with the ministry re-
moving photographs of individ-
uals diagnosed with covid-19. 
concerns remained, however, 
that press releases continue to 
include personal details. 

In response, representatives 
of the Permanent mission of 
the Kingdom of cambodia to 
the UN released a statement 
on december 11 asserting that 
the disclosure of the identities 
of affected individuals was of 
paramount importance and 
absolutely necessary under cir-
cumstances which warranted 
urgent measures and in the face 
of a dire need to curb spread of 
the virus in the community.

“The practice of withhold-
ing names will resume as soon 
as the community outbreak 

is fully contained. The King-
dom’s fight against covid-19 
integrates human rights val-
ues,” the press statement said. 

meanwhile, the Asian de-
velopment bank (Adb) has 
launched a $9 billion vaccine 
initiative – the Asia Pacific Vac-
cine Access Facility (APVAX) 
– in order to offer rapid and eq-
uitable support to developing 
member states as they seek to 
procure and distribute effective 
and safe coronavirus vaccines.

On december 13, the health 
ministry confirmed two new 
imported cases of covid-19.

One of the two is a 47-year-
old Jordanian man who ar-
rived in cambodia from Jordan 
via South Korea on december 
10. He was travelling with 76 
other passengers, all of whom 
tested negative and are being 
quarantined at two separate 
hotels in Phnom Penh.

The second case is a 32-
year-old cambodian man who 
arrived in cambodia from 
malaysia via South Korea on 
december 11. He was travelling 
with 62 other passengers, all of 
whom tested negative and are 
being quarantined at three sep-
arate hotels in the capital.

As of december 13, cam-
bodia had recorded a total of 
359 covid-19 cases, with 307 
recoveries.

Adb launches $9b vaccine 
initiative to distribute jabs

The Preah Sihanouk Provincial Administration has warned of legal action 
against people who fail to report to authorities about the discovery of 
ancient objects. pOLICE



May Kunmakara

T
HE Ministry of Econ-
omy and Finance’s 
General Department 
of Taxation (GDT) 

on December 11 announced 
that it will terminate the 
electronic value added tax 
refund system (E-VAT Re-
fund System) on January 1.

But it stressed that taxpay-
ers would still have access 
to its features and functions 
through its purportedly more 
comprehensive electronic fil-
ing system (E-Filing System).

This, it said, would provide 
taxpayers a more effective, 
transparent, quick and con-
venient online portal to file 
tax returns.

The GDT said it “would 
like to inform all the com-
panies and enterprises 
that the GDT previously 
launched the E-VAT Refund 
System under letter number 

001 – issued on January 9, 2019.
“Then, another announce-

ment, letter number 003, 
dated February 27, 2020, pro-
vided taxpayers the choice to 
use either of the two systems 
to declare taxes.

“The GDT firmly hopes 
that all companies and en-
terprises will use the E-Filing 
System effectively,” it said.

Anthony Galliano, the group 
CEO of financial services firm 
Cambodian Investment Man-
agement, told The Post that the 
recent launch of the E-Filing 
System was a breakthrough 
achievement which catapults 
the Kingdom’s tax system into 
the digital universe.

He said the timing is im-
peccably perfect, given the 
limitations and restrictions 
on human interaction due 
to Covid, which E-Filing has 
now essentially eliminated.

“E-Filing now allows tax-
payers to download the re-

quired data for their tax re-
turn directly into the system, 
disposing of the need to lodge 
tax filings at the tax branch.

“This saves time and money 
on travelling back and forth 
with an extra bonus of being 
environmentally friendly, and 
should substantially reduce 
paperwork,” Galliano said. 

He explained that the sys-
tem still has its drawbacks 
and may require further re-
finement.

Taxpayers have the option 
of paying $100 per annum 

which allows file downloads, 
typically from accounting sys-
tems or spreadsheets, rather 
than having to rekey, elimi-
nating the dreaded costs and 
risks of double entry, he said. 
System access is available to 
one tax payer per payment. 

He said, the alternatively 
free browser version requires 
direct keying with no down-
load capacity, which is ac-
ceptable for small taxpayers, 
but a laborious burden on 
medium and larger scale tax-
payers with higher volume. 

“The E-VAT system was 
meant to safeguard against 
false claiming of VAT and 
through matching Tax Invoic-
es, ensure proper use of VAT 
credits and payment of VAT.

“One of the most appreci-
ated functions in the E-VAT 
system was ability to claim 
VAT refunds, which is not yet 
available in the E-Filing Sys-
tem. Taxpayers will unfor-
tunately have to wait for an 
upgrade, which may not be 
a priority given the times,” 
Galliano said.

Virgin Galactic 
spacecraft 
forced to abort 
test flight

VIRGIN Galactic’s passenger air-
craft SpaceShipTwo was forced 
to abort a test flight on Decem-

ber 12 after a technical malfunction, 
with the two pilots returning to Earth 
safely, the company said.

Richard Branson’s space tourism 
company, which is preparing for 
commercial flights next year, was 
testing its customer cabin, horizon-
tal stabilisers and flight controls.

Virgin Galactic said on Twitter: 
“The ignition sequence for the rocket 
motor did not complete. Vehicle and 
crew are in great shape.”

SpaceShipTwo took off from the 
Spaceport America base in New 
Mexico on the afternoon of Decem-
ber 12, but the two pilots had to turn 
around and land again just over an 
hour later.

“Pilots and vehicles back safe 
and sound. We have several motors 
ready at Spaceport America. We will 
check the vehicle and be back to 
flight soon.”

SpaceShipTwo is expected to take its 
first passengers into space next year.

So far, 600 people who have paid 
up to $250,000 – Virgin Galactic calls 
them “future astronauts” – have been 
waiting for years to take their seat.

SpaceShipTwo’s development was 
delayed by a devastating crash of 
the first model in 2014 due to a pilot 
error. AFP
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also be potential export com-
modities,” Thay said.

Hun Lak, director of Long-
mate Agriculture Co Ltd, a 
producer of bananas and 
dragon fruit, told The Post 
that the deal would open up 
huge market opportunities 
for agro-producers.

In recent years, he noted, 
there has been development 
of medium and large-scale ag-
ricultural production that can 
meet the demands of foreign 
markets, such as yellow ba-
nanas, cashew nuts, pepper, 
mangoes, jackfruit, durian 
and dragon fruit, all of which 
are potential products for ex-
port to the Chinese market.

“Once the agreement takes 
effect, having new markets 
will provide opportunities 
for greater investment in the 
agro-industry,” he said.

At the same time, he also 
called on the private sector to 
improve quality, hygiene and 
production capacity to main-
tain the trade balance with 
China after the CCFTA com-
mences.

“I also hope the relevant 
governmental institutions will 
work together to promote the 

agro-industrial sector by en-
couraging investment in pro-
cessing plants and the devel-
opment of road infrastructure 
and cold storage,” he said.

Chan Pich, general manager 
of Signatures of Asia Co Ltd – 
a rice, pepper and palm sugar 
exporter – said the agreement 
would increase the value 
of Cambodia’s agricultural 
products.

“This agreement will greatly 
benefit all exporters, and we are 
optimistic that it will facilitate 
opening new markets for our 
products in China,” he said.

The CCFTA will cover more 
than 340 Cambodian goods 
to be exported to the Chinese 
market, including spices, nuts, 
honey, vegetables, meats, fish 
and seafood products such as 
clams, crabs and snails.

Cambodia will gain access 
to the Chinese market for 
about 98 per cent of the na-
tion’s list of exported goods, 
while Cambodia permits 
market access for roughly 90 
per cent of Chinese products.

According to the Chinese 
embassy in Cambodia, bilat-
eral trade between Cambodia 
and China totalled $9.42 bil-
lion last year, up 27.3 per cent 
from $7.4 billion in 2018.

CCFTA set to present 
myriad opportunities

Code to check mobile subscriptions
Thou Vireak

THE Ministry of Posts and Tel-
ecommunications on Decem-
ber 11 implemented the fea-
ture code *1200# to enable 
mobile subscribers to check 
and disconnect any optional 
services on their accounts.

The new code was created 
following complaints from 
subscribers about unexpected 
charges from service providers 
for unwanted services, the 
ministry said in a statement on 
the same day.

Mobile operators currently 
categorise services into two 
types – mobile and digital, the 
ministry said.

Mobile services refer to regu-
lar calls and internet usage, 
including weekly or monthly 
balance exchange plans, while 
digital services refer to addi-
tional resources or entertain-
ment products, such as astro-
logical analyses, job searching, 
social networking, gaming, 
missed call alert and ring tone 
services, it said.

The ministry warned that 
many mobile phone subscrib-
ers have been subjected to fees 
for such digital services and 
stressed that users should be 
clearly aware of the terms and 
features of the service pack-
ages they buy – and verify 

whether there are additional 
services and costs.

Smart Axiata Co Ltd CEO 
Thomas Hundt said his com-
pany recognises the need to be 
transparent and to provide 
valued customers with the 
power of choice.

He said Smart strives to 
respond to subscriber’s needs 
with innovations solutions, 
highlighting their two-way 
authentication for activating 
value-added services.

“We are always in dialogue 
with both the ministry and the 
Telecommunication Regulator 

of Cambodia [TRC] on such 
issues, to achieve the common 
objective of our customers 
best enjoying the various serv-
ices offered by Smart in the 
most understandable way,” 
Hundt said.

The TCR on December 9 said 
mobile service providers are 
instructed to enable use of 
*1200# on their networks and 
notify users of the availability 
of the new feature code.

According to the TRC, the 
number of registered SIM 
cards provided by the King-
dom’s six mobile operators 

reached 21.63 million last year 
– up 11.6 per cent from 2018.

Mobile internet usage also 
saw a rapid increase with 16.12 
million subscribers using their 
mobile phones to access 
online content last year, an 
increase of 18.47 per cent.

Landline telephone users 
declined by 35 per cent to 57,438 
while fixed-broadband internet 
subscribers grew to 224,104, a 
46 per cent increase.

The number of registered 
Facebook accounts also 
increased 29 per cent to 8.8 
million last year.

The number of registered SIM cards provided by the Kingdom’s six mobile operators reached 21.63 million 
last year – up 11.6 per cent from 2018. HONG MENEA

The GDT says taxpayers will still have access to the E-VAT Refund System’s features and functions through 
its purportedly more comprehensive E-Filing System. HENG CHIVOAN

GDT says will 
cease E-VAT 
Refund System 
as of January 1



Thou Vireak

THE government on December 10 
signed a revised Programme for 
Country Partnership (PCP) document 
with the UN Industrial Development 
Organisation (UNIDO). 

UNIDO director-general Li Yong and 
Minister of Industry, Science, Technol-
ogy and Innovation Cham Prasidh 
endorsed the document via video link, 
the UNIDO said in a press release.

It said the document is tailored to fos-
ter industrial diversification, special eco-
nomic zone development, innovation 
and support for the development of agro-
value chains, with emphasis on those 
linked to the ailing tourism sector.

The London-based NGO Agriculture 
for Impact defines agricultural value 
chains as “the flow of products, knowl-
edge and information between small-
holder farmers and consumers.

“They offer the opportunity to cap-
ture added value at each stage of the 
production, marketing and consump-
tion process,” it adds.

The UNIDO said: “Cross-cutting 
components in the area of industrial 
policy and statistics, quality infrastruc-
ture, sustainable energy, and the circu-
lar economy, as well as women’s 
empowerment and youth employment, 
will ensure a comprehensive approach 
that addresses the needs of key stake-
holders and vulnerable groups.”

The signing was accompanied by the 
launch of the Agro-Food and Tourism 
Enterprise Recovery Programme, one 
of the key projects to be implemented, 
which addresses the challenges faced 
by the Kingdom’s micro, small and 

medium-sized enterprises (MSMEs) 
during Covid-19, it said.

Cambodia became the first country in 
Asia to pilot the PCP initiative on Novem-
ber 27, 2017, when Prasidh and UNIDO’s 
Li signed a joint declaration for the PCP 
for 2018-2023, according to the UNIDO.

It added that the PCP is funded by the 
Swiss Agency for Development and 
Cooperation (SDC), an office-level 
agency in the federal administration of 
Switzerland, which was represented at 
the December 10 virtual signing by its 
director of cooperation Markus Buerli.

Prasidh was quoted as saying: “The 
PCP plays a crucial role in supporting the 

implementation of key policy docu-
ments and in achieving the government’s 
priorities, especially in regards to the 
immediate recovery strategy devised to 
respond to the Covid-19 crisis.”

He also “strongly encouraged relevant 
government agencies, donors, partners 
and the private sector to join forces to 
maximise the PCP’s development 
impact”, according to the UNIDO.

The signing represents a landmark 
event in UNIDO’s support for the 
Kingdom’s ambition of becoming an 
upper-middle-income country by 
2030, the UN agency said.

And UNIDO’s Li emphasised that 

“by focusing on sectors with high 
growth potential, the PCP will help 
Cambodia to achieve its industriali-
sation objectives, in line with its 
national development agenda.

“The PCP is a multi-stakeholder part-
nership at the country-level. Therefore, 
UNIDO will join hands with all devel-
opment partners active in the country, 
not only for a short-term recovery from 
the Covid-19 crisis, but also in its long-
term efforts towards the achievement 
of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development and the SDGs [sustain-
able development goals],” Li said.

UN resident coordinator to Cambodia 
Pauline Tamesis stressed that “the PCP 
can also enable the UN in Cambodia at 
large to successfully implement the 
socio-economic response framework to 
mitigate the impacts of Covid-19”.

The EU is a donor for major UNIDO 
projects in Cambodia, and its ambas-
sador Carmen Moreno stated that “the 
PCP provides us with a very useful frame-
work to explore further possibilities to 
work with the Cambodian government 
and UNIDO to fully harness Cambodia’s 
industrial development potential”.

Prasidh expressed pride in the fact 
that the PCP and its agribusiness reha-
bilitation plan for the tourism sector 
have now been officially signed, paving 
the way for the full implementation of 
the programme, despite the interna-
tional Covid-19 crisis.

“The official launch of the PCP is 
timely and necessary. We must mobi-
lise all of our resources to mitigate the 
effects of the Covid-19 pandemic and 
to sustain our economic growth,” he 
said.

 
S Korean gov’t to forge 
$24M fund to boster 
digital content market
l THE South Korean 
government will create a fund 
worth 26 billion won ($23.8 
million) by March next year to 
invest in local start-ups and 
small firms producing over-
the-top solutions and digital 
content, the Ministry of 
Science and ICT announced on 
December 11.

The government will inject 
around 16 billion won into the 
fund, while the remaining 10 
billion won will be raised from 
private investors.

About 60 per cent of the fund 
will be spent to support media 
productions by local 
companies and help them in 
entering overseas markets.

The government also plans 
to allot three billion won for 
digital content productions 
that particularly utilise new 
information and 
communication technologies, 
including 5G and artificial 
intelligence.

The other 40 per cent of the 
fund will be executed by K & 
Investment Partners, an 
investment management firm 
selected by the government.

This fund is part of the 
government’s one trillion won 
investment scheme 
announced in June to help 
local players better compete 
with global media giants like 
YouTube and Netflix. THE KOREA 

HERALD/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Indonesia targets coal 
production of 550M 
tonnes in 2021
l INDONESIA’S Ministry of 
Energy and Mineral Resources 
has set the country’s coal 
production target at 550 
million tonnes for next year, a 
figure unchanged from this 
year, due to the raging 
pandemic.

Energy ministry coal 
business director Sujatmiko 
told reporters at the 2020 Coal 
and Mineral Virtual Expo on 
December 10 that next year’s 
target “takes into account 
economic recovery, following 
the Covid-19 pandemic, for 
both the domestic and export 
market”.

His words reflect many 
analysts’ sentiment that, even 
though global coal demand 
and prices are expected to 
rebound starting next year, 
they will be nowhere close to 
2019 levels, when the world 
was largely coronavirus-free.

According to the World 
Bank’s October commodity 
outlook report, international 
coal prices will hover at $57 
per tonne between 2020 and 
2021, much lower than the 
average $78.3 per tonne last 
year. Prices will sink further 
until 2030.

Sujatmiko added that coal 
production had reached 513.6 
million tonnes as of December 
10 this year or 93 per cent of 
the 2020 target.

The government remains 
determined to meet this year’s 
coal production target, despite 
the lower demand.

The Indonesian Coal Mining 
Association (APBI) previously 
said it expected coal demand 
to really start recovering in 
the second half of next year, 
assuming most of the world 
successfully distributes a 
Covid-19 vaccine by that time. 
THE JAKARTA POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK
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Cassava prices up on delayed harvests
Hin Pisei

C
ASSAVA prices in Cambodia’s 
northwest corridor have sky-
rocketed to astonishing 
heights in the wake of the 

recent massive floods that have com-
promised yields in one of Kingdom’s 
most fertile regions.

Cassava is grown in almost every 
Cambodian province. The crop is 
planted in May and harvested be-
tween November and the end of Feb-
ruary each year. But this year’s floods 
delayed the harvest until the begin-
ning of this month.

Banteay Meanchey provincial 
Department of Commerce director 
Bouk Laychy told The Post on De-
cember 13 that 10-15 per cent of the 
crop in his province had been de-
stroyed by the deluges.

Pointing out the diminished yields 
in Cambodia and Thailand, he noted 
that virtually all cassava in the prov-
ince is bought by traders and sold to 
the neighbouring country to be pro-
cessed for human consumption or 
animal feed products.

“Falling yields in Cambodia and Thai-
land due to flooding are pushing up 
cassava prices now, by as much as 70 
per cent in some cases,” Laychy said.

Now in its 10th day of harvest, he 
said traders are doling out 350 riel 
($0.086) per kg of fresh cassava and 
860-915 riel for dried ones.

This is in stark contrast with last 
year’s levels, when traders would spend 
just 200 riel for fresh cassava and 650-
670 riel for dried ones, he said.

According to him, the cassava har-
vest in Banteay Meanchey was about 
20 per cent complete.

With the series of measures that the 
government has in place to strengthen 
and expand agricultural production 
amid Covid-19, Laychy said the pan-
demic is propping up overall agricultural 

output and encouraging more migrant 
workers in Thailand to return home.

Battambang provincial Department 
of Commerce director Kim Hout said 
the cassava fields that were unaf-
fected by the floods had higher yields 
year-on-year.

But those in flooded areas were 
decimated, he said, adding that they 
would knock down overall yield in the 
province below last year’s harvest.

“Cassava and corn prices this year 
have risen much higher than last 
year’s levels as well,” Hout said.

He said silo owners based along the 
border have been reportedly unable to 
buy up enough cassava from local grow-

ers to fulfil the wave of orders coming in 
from traders to supply the Thai market.

Chan Muoy, the owner of a silo in 
Battambang province’s northwestern-
most Sampov Loun district, said the 
harvest had begun a month later than 
last year, leading to dispiriting yields.

“I’ve gotten plenty of orders from 
Thailand but have only been able 
to buy a tiny amount from farmers 
here,” she said.

She said farmers were now selling 
fresh cassava at 360 riel per kg and 
dried ones at 830 riel. By contrast, 
initial purchases last year were about 
295 riel per kg for fresh cassava and 
600 riel for dried.

Tbong Khmum provincial Depart-
ment of Commerce director Toch 
Sokhon said the price of fresh cassava 
in Tbong Khmum was between 410-
420 riel per kg, up from 380 riel in the 
same period last year.

Cambodia exported 1,780,496 tonnes 
of fresh cassava to Vietnam and Thai-
land along with 1,202,644 tonnes of 
cassava chips in the first nine months 
of the year, the Ministry of Agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries reported.

The Kingdom also shipped 12,002 
tonnes of tapioca starch to India, Chi-
na, Belgium, the Netherlands, Paki-
stan, the Czech Republic, Croatia and 
Italy, it said.

Kingdom inks Programme for Country Partnership

Minister of Industry, Science, Technology and Innovation Cham Prasidh. INDUSTRY MINISTRY

Cambodia’s cassava crop has been impacted by flooding that has delayed some harvests and decimated others. HENG CHIVOAN



With prolonged Covid-19 lockdown 
rules around the world keeping 
travellers from setting foot in the 
Kingdom, hotels, guesthouses, res-
taurants, passenger transportation 
services and other businesses that 
cater to international tourists stand 
unusually empty and under unprec-
edented financial strain.

This has driven the hospitality sec-
tor to recalibrate their processes and 
reconsider fundamental strategies to 
keep businesses from going under.

Passenger transport bus company 
Virak Buntham Express Tour & Trav-
el has devoted more resources over 
to spearheading the Cambodian ex-
press delivery sector during these try-
ing times, to resounding success.

Thou Vireak, a business reporter at 
The Post, sat down with Virak Bun-
tham director-general Suo Vireak 
to discuss the business’ situation in 
the transport marketplace and over-
all foreseeable direction against the 
backdrop of Covid-19.

How has Covid-19 affected your 
business?

We’ve lost a fair share of interna-
tional guests and even domestic 
ones since they shuttered the bor-
ders with Thailand and Vietnam in a 
bid to prevent the spread of Covid-
19. My company, at all branches that 
offer passenger services, saw rider-
ship plummet by 60 per cent in the 
first 10 months of 2020.

And the reason we’re not getting as 
many passengers as we did before is 
the economic downturn, which in 
turn has led to a disruption of peo-
ple’s flow of business.

There’s no need to cut down on trav-
el by public transport, at a time when 
people are apprehensive of catching 
Covid-19, but I’ve noted that several 
other bus companies have closed.

Of note, our express delivery ser-
vice grew by almost 300 per cent in 

the first 10 months of this year.

And what caused the express deliv-
ery service to grow?

After setting up the service, Virak 
Buntham got a leg up on the compe-
tition in sending goods to all parts, 
and faster.

The surge comes as a result of our 
expansion from 60 to 300 branches 
nationwide. This is precisely what 
led to the increase in express deliv-
ery. We’ve expanded everywhere, 
reaching villages and islands no 
matter how remote.

We deliver right to your door, we 
make it easier for you, and our ser-
vices are very extensive.

Emerging technologies also add-
ed kindling to this growth. Online 
shopping has become more and 

more engrained into our people, 
whereas not that long ago they had 
no knowledge of it, nor did they 
have any trust in the online space.

But now they are getting to know 
how to engage the online world and 
are putting their trust behind it. 
Even those across the provinces or 
in the countryside can now easily 
buy things and know that they will 
be provided via a convenient deliv-
ery service.

The fear of Covid-19 infection also 
helped buoy growth in the service 
seeing as how people just don’t want 
to go to the market anymore, and 
those in the provinces wouldn’t dare 
come to Phnom Penh.

No longer buying anything in per-
son, they take to ordering things 
online, which are then shipped out 

via my company and arrive safely at 
their destinations.

What motivated Virak Buntham to 
develop the service?

Developing our express delivery 
service just wasn’t a priority back in 
the day.

But then we took one hard look 
at our neighbours Thailand, Viet-
nam and China and their highly-
endorsed express delivery firms.

We then seized the opportunity to 
build up the sector in our country. 
Out of the starting gate, everything 
seemed to be going well, though we 
only delivered packages by bus then.

But when the chance to progress 
reared its head, we began to roll out 
more trucks to fulfil shorter-distance 
deliveries.

What does the competition look like 
in the express delivery industry?

Virak Buntham’s main com-
petitors today are international 
companies, which we actively vie 
to one-up, them and their many 
branches abroad. We are a local 
firm in mid-transformation into an 
international one, we will contend 
with them.

As a local company, we are lucky 
to have taken the opportunity to 
tap into the domestic market before 
they did. We know the culture of the 
people better, we know geographi-
cal locations more clearly, and most 
of all, we understand the hearts of 
our customers more than they do.

In addition, our team has many 
years of experience in the field of pas-
senger and freight transportation.

And how is Virak Buntham’s over-
seas business?

We operate in Vietnam and Thai-
land, and just started in China on 
December 1, shipping goods from a 
warehouse in Guangzhou, China.

In my view, the Chinese market is 
bigger than those in Thailand and 
Vietnam because most goods are 
imported from China. Even our cus-
tomers who ship goods from Thai-
land buy them from China.

In particular, the signing of a 
Cambodia-China bilateral free trade 
agreement will accelerate the eco-
nomic flow in Asia, increasing the 
use of freight services.

In the future, many goods will 
be shipped from China to Cambo-
dia, hence the Kingdom will act as 
a supply hub where double taxa-
tion can be avoided. People can 
buy things from Cambodia or from 
China.

Our nascent international busi-
nesses are by no means compre-
hensive, but in the long-term out-
look, we will be shipping even larger 
loads of cargo by sea and air. A plan 
to launch a direct shipment service 
from Europe is also on the cards.

This interview has been edited for 
length and clarity.

VIETNAM will develop the col-
lective economy in the direc-
tion of building product value 
chains, increasing its contri-
bution to domestic economic 
development.

Deputy Prime Minister Trinh 
Dinh Dung said this at a forum 
held by the Ministry of Plan-
ning and Investment and the 
Vietnam Cooperative Union 
on December 11 in Hanoi.

At the same time, ties among 
cooperatives would be pro-
moted to form associations or 
unions, he said.

To develop the collective 
economy with a core of coop-
eratives, it is necessary to con-
sider the collective economy 
one of the four important eco-
nomic components in the 
socialist-oriented market 
economy, Dung said.

According to the deputy 
prime minister, the collective 
economic sector, as well as 
cooperatives, continued devel-
opment in almost all fields in 
2010-2020, making important 
contributions to economic 
growth.

However, he said the collec-
tive economic sector and 
cooperatives still have many 
difficulties and limitations 
that need to be solved.

Dung said the collective 
economy and cooperative 
development had been below 
potential, with slower growth 
rates than other economic sec-
tors and a contribution to gross 
domestic product (GDP) that 
had not reached expectations.

Mechanism and policies and 
their implementation by state 
management agencies and 
cooperatives were part for the 
problem, he said, adding that 
there was a lack of specific 
guidance for implementing 
some provisions of laws relat-
ing to the collective economy 
and cooperatives or the guid-
ance was not feasible.

Speaking at the forum, Dep-
uty Minister of Planning and 
Investment Tran Quoc Phuong 
said since the Law on Coopera-
tives 2012 was issued, a new 
cooperative model had initial-
ly gained success in production 
and business, contributing to 

perfecting production chains.
In recent years, amid inter-

national economic integration 
and increasing market compe-
tition, the global and Vietnam-
ese economies had many 
uncertainties with limited 
budgets, but the cooperative 
sector had still operated stably, 
he said.

The development of coop-
eratives contributed to the 
development of the collective 
economic sector and also 
increased the income of each 
individual of those coopera-
tives.

Son La provincial People’s 
Committee vice-chairwoman 
Trang Thi Xuan said despite 
the domestic economy facing 
many difficulties in recent 
years, the cooperative sector 
in the province enjoyed stable 
production.

Last year, cooperatives pro-
ducing fruits exported 20,795 
tonnes of fruit to major mar-
kets including the EU, the US 
and Australia. Meanwhile, 
cooperatives producing organ-
ic agricultural products had 

created many jobs and 
increased income for local 
people, she said.

Meanwhile, Nguyen Tu Anh, 
director of the General Eco-
nomic Department under the 
Central Economic Committee, 
said cooperatives had a very 
important role in domestic 
economic development, espe-
cially amid climate change, 
natural disasters and the Cov-
id-19 pandemic.

Anh said Vietnam needed 
policies to adapt to climate 
change for cooperatives in 
agriculture, forestry, tourism, 
industry and construction. It 
also needed to improve coop-
eratives’ management ability.

Also at the forum, many agri-
cultural experts said global 
trade had seen dramatic chang-
es and trade wars between 
major powers had been unex-
pected developments. In addi-

tion, trade protectionism and 
the Covid-19 pandemic were 
creating negative impacts on 
all economies.

However, they said domestic 
cooperatives needed to work 
together and with enterprises 
in other sectors to improve pro-
duction efficiency and income, 
approach modern production 
technology, and expand export 
markets. VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS 
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Collective economy key to 
growth in Vietnam: DPM

Farmers in the Vietnamese Central Highlands province of Gia Lai harvest safe vegetables. VIETNAM NEWS AGENCY

Driving the Cambodian express delivery sector

Virak Buntham Express Tour & Travel director-general Suo Vireak. SUPPLIED
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yielding vaccines against the 
disease, and should be un-
leashed too for the climate.

Heading into the summit, 
Johnson committed to ending 
all direct UK support for the 
fossil-fuel sector overseas. And 
he has presented plans for a 
“green industrial revolution” 
creating up to 250,000 jobs, es-
pecially in renewable energy. 

He told the summit: “We are 
doing this not because we are 
hair-shirt-wearing, tree-hug-
ging, mung-bean-munching 
eco freaks.

“We are doing it because we 
know that scientific advances 
will allow us, collectively as hu-
manity, to save our planet and 
create millions of high-skilled 
jobs as we recover from Covid.”

Israel and Pakistan vowed 
to phase out coal-fired power 
plants. But while India touted 
its green credentials, there was 
little new in the way of action 
from a country that is battling 
increasingly erratic weather 
patterns and air pollution.

Chinese President Xi Jinping 

said China would work to re-
duce the intensity of its emis-
sions by 65 per cent by 2030, 
compared with 2005 levels. 

He promised to “aim to peak 
carbon dioxide emissions be-
fore 2030”, repeating a pledge 
he made in September, when 
the world’s second-largest 
economy said it would achieve 
net-zero emissions by 2060.

But Xi reiterated China’s view 
that while it is still developing 
economically, richer countries 
should step up more.

In his own message, Pope 
Francis stressed that both 
the pandemic and climate 
change “weigh most heavily 
upon the lives of the poor and 
vulnerable”.

More than 110 countries 
have committed to becoming 
carbon neutral by 2050. 

Under the Paris deal’s 
“ratchet” mechanism, coun-
tries are required to submit 
renewed emissions cutting 
plans – termed Nationally 
Determined Contributions or 
NDCs – every five years.

The deadline for this is De-
cember 31. AFP
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world

TeNS of thousands of pro-
testers took to the streets in 
France on December 12 for a 
third consecutive weekend of 
demonstrations over a contro-
versial security bill that would 
limit filming of the police.

The authorities had been 
bracing for further possible vio-
lence after the last two such pro-
tests in Paris ended in rioting. 

But there were no major 
flare-ups as several thousand 
protesters – the organisers 
claimed a turnout of 10,000 – 
flanked on all sides by riot po-
lice marched through the city.

The demonstrations at-
tracted around 60,000 people 
across the country, according 
to organisers, while the inte-
rior ministry put that number 
at over 26,000.

“Global repression, total re-
gression,” read a placard held 
aloft by one demonstrator in 
the capital, a reference to the 
new “global security” bill which 
bans the “malevolent” publica-
tion of images showing the fac-
es of police officers in action.

Interior minister Gerald 
Darmanin tweeted that “sev-
eral hundred thugs had come 
to commit violence” in Paris. 

He said: “The robust strat-
egy against the thugs – 142 ar-
rests and containment of the 
march – made it possible to 
prevent them from doing so 
and to protect shop owners.”

Demonstrations were also 
held in Lyon, Montpellier, 
Strasbourg, Lille, Bordeaux, 
Toulouse and Marseille.

Critics argue that the security 

bill, which has been adopted by 
the lower house of parliament, 
will make it harder for journal-
ists and citizens to document 
cases of police brutality.

Footage of white police 
beating up an unarmed black 
music producer in his Paris 
studio on November 21 am-
plified anger over the legisla-
tion, widely seen as signalling 

a rightward lurch by President 
emmanuel Macron.

Other incidents caught on 
camera have shown police in 
Paris using violence to tear 
down a migrant camp.

In the face of mounting pro-
tests, Macron’s ruling LreM 
party announced it would 
rewrite the bill’s controversial 
Article 24, dealing with film-
ing the police.

But the announcement fell 
short of the mark for left-wing 
protesters and rights groups, 
who are demanding that the 
law be completely withdrawn.

In scenes reminiscent of 
the “yellow vest” anti-govern-
ment protests of late 2018 and 
early last year, shop windows 
were smashed and vehicles 
set alight last week in Paris as 
small groups of demonstra-
tors clashed with police.

On December 12, the police 
arrested several anarchist “black 
bloc” demonstrators in the mid-
dle of the crowd in Paris.

Demonstrating in Montpel-
lier, 49-year-old doctor Anne-
Marie Briand said she con-
sidered her “duty as a citizen 
is to ensure respect for our 
rights”. AFP

IrANIAN authorities on De-
cember 12 executed ruhol-
lah Zam, a former opposition 
figure who had lived in exile 
in France and had been im-
plicated in anti-government 
protests in the winter of 2017 
to 2018.

The “counter-revolution-
ary” Zam was hanged in the 
morning after the supreme 
court upheld his sentence 
due to “the severity of the 
crimes” committed against 
the Islamic republic, state 
television said.

Judiciary spokesman Gho-
lamhossein esmaili had on 
December 8 said Zam’s sen-
tence was upheld by the su-
preme court “more than a 
month ago”.

The news brought a wave of 
condemnation from abroad.

The eU denounced Zam’s 
execution “in the strongest 
terms”, reiterating the bloc’s 
“irrevocable opposition to 
the use of capital punishment 
under any circumstances”.

While the London-based 
human rights group Amnesty 
International said the ex-
ecution of the “journalist and 
dissident” marked a “deadly 
blow” to freedom of expres-
sion.

Diana eltahawy, Amnesty’s 
deputy director for the Middle 
east, said she was “shocked 
and horrified” at Zam’s death.

Iran’s revolutionary Guards 
announced his arrest in Octo-
ber last year, claiming he had 
been “directed by France’s in-
telligence service”.

Zam had lived for several 

years in France and was ar-
rested in circumstances that 
still remain unclear.

Paris-based press rights 
group reporters Without Bor-
ders (rSF) said on December 
12 it was “outraged” by the 
execution.

rSF had previously claimed 
that Zam had disappeared on 
a trip to Baghdad in October 
last year, and accused Iran of 
abducting him in Iraq to face 
trial back home.

Iranian state television said 
he was “under the protection 
of several countries’ intelli-
gence services”.

The official Islamic repub-
lic News Agency said he was 
also convicted of espionage 
for France and an unnamed 
country in the region, co-
operating with the “hostile 
government of America”, 
acting against “the coun-
try’s security”, insulting the 
“sanctity of Islam” and insti-
gating violence during pro-
tests in 2017.

At least 25 people were 
killed during the unrest in 
December 2017 and January 
2018 that was sparked by eco-
nomic hardship.

Zam, who was granted po-
litical asylum in France and 
reportedly lived in Paris, ran 
a channel on the Telegram 
messaging app called Ama-
dnews, which was later shut 
down.

He was charged with “cor-
ruption on earth” – one of the 
most serious offences under 
Iranian law – and sentenced 
to death in June. AFP

US poised for jab campaign

rallies over French law on filming police

Iran hangs opposition 
figure ruh ollah Zam

T
He Pfizer-BioNTech 
Covid-19 vaccine will 
reach hospitals and 
other sites across the 

US by December 14 morning, 
a top official said on Decem-
ber 12, ready to be injected 
into the arms of millions of 
the most vulnerable as the 
world’s death toll approached 
1.6 million.

The imminent start of the 
mass vaccination campaign 
in the world’s hardest-hit 
country came as Italy over-
took Britain as the european 
nation with the highest coro-
navirus death toll.

“I am worried about the two 
weeks of Christmas holidays. 
We are up against a dramatic 
pandemic which is ongoing 
– the battle still has not been 
won,” Italian health minis-
ter roberto Speranza told a 
symposium as the country 
recorded 64,036 deaths, sur-
passing Britain’s 64,026.

regional affairs minister 
Francesco Boccia told Italian 
television that unless people 
adopted a careful approach, 
“the risk of a third wave is al-
most certain”.

As the world was shortly 
expected to cross the grim 
threshold of 1.6 million 
deaths, infections in the US 
were soaring, with 1.1 million 
new cases confirmed in the 
past five days and a death toll 
nearing 300,000.

Doses of the Pfizer vaccine 
were set to begin leaving the 
company’s factory in Kalama-
zoo, Michigan on December 
13, stored in boxes contain-
ing dry ice that are capable of 

staying at -70 degrees Celsius, 
the frigid temperature need-
ed to preserve the drug.

General Gus Perna, who is 
overseeing the massive lo-
gistical operation as part of 
the government’s Operation 
Warp Speed, likened the mo-
ment to D-Day, the turning 
point of World War II.

He told reporters: “I am 
absolutely 100 per cent con-
fident that we are going to 
distribute safely, this precious 
commodity, this vaccine, 
needed to defeat the enemy 
Covid.”

Over the past two weeks the 
US has repeatedly exceeded 
2,000 Covid-related deaths per 

day, rivalling tolls it saw in the 
early days of the pandemic.

Perna said hundreds of 
sites, including hospitals 
and other distribution cen-
tres, would receive the jabs 
from December 14-16, which 
would cover the first wave of 
about three million people to 
be vaccinated. 

Federal health authori-
ties have recommended that 
health care workers and nurs-
ing home residents be at the 
front of the line, but the final 
decisions have been left to 
states.

The US is seeking to inocu-
late 20 million people this 
month alone.

The US became the sixth 
country to green-light the 
Pfizer vaccine on December 
11 night, after Britain, Bah-
rain, Canada, Saudi Arabia 
and Mexico.

It was a triumphant mo-
ment for the US giant and its 
German partner BioNTech, 
who started work on their 
product, based on experi-
mental mrNA (messenger 
ribonucleic acid) technology, 
just 11 months ago.

The jab has been shown in a 
clinical trial of 44,000 people 
to be 95 per cent effective in 
preventing Covid-19, and no 
serious safety concerns have 
been identified. AFP

US President Donald Trump said the US will start administering the Pfizer-BioNTech Covid-19 vaccine ‘in less than 
24 hours’, after the Food and Drug Adminstration granted it an emergency use authorisation late on Friday. AFP

The demonstrations attracted around 60,000 people across France, 
according to organisers, while the  interior ministry put that number at 
over 26,000. AFP

‘Doing it to save our 
planet,’ says UK PM
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Up to 93 per cent of those sur-
veyed expressed confidence 
in the communist party of 
Vietnam’s (cpV’s) leadership 
in the fight against corruption, 
according to a recent survey of 
the party central committee’s 
commission for publicity and 
education.

the results were released at 
the central Steering committee 
for Anti-corruption’s national 
conference reviewing corrup-
tion prevention and control 
works during 2013-2020.

the event was chaired by 
Vietnamese president and cpV 
General Secretary Nguyen phu 
trong, who is also head of the 
steering committee.

Nearly 700 delegates, who 
are leaders of the cpV, state, 
government, National Assem-
bly, ministries, sectors and lo-
calities, attended the in-person 
conference, while nearly 5,000 
others joined the event via 
video link.

Speaking at the event, trong 
said since the inception of the 
steering committee in 2013, 
the fight against corruption 
had seen progress, with a lot of 
important results, which was a 
great motivation to fulfil targets 
and make the country develop 
rapidly and sustainably.

party-building and re-or-
ganisation work and stepping 
up corruption prevention and 
control had contributed to 
boosting socio-economic de-
velopment, maintaining politi-
cal stability and strengthening 
defence-security and external 
relations, he noted.

In the fight against corrup-
tion, it is essential to have high 
political determination, turn 
such determination into prac-
tical actions, and put the fight 
under the leadership and direct 

instruction of the cpV, specifi-
cally the central Steering com-
mittee for Anti-corruption, ac-
cording to the cpV leader.

Fighting corruption means 
fighting an internal enemy, and 
is an important, continuous, 
difficult, urgent but long-term 
mission that needs the engage-
ment of all ministries, sectors 
and localities at all levels. trong 
emphasised the need for a 
prevention and punishment 
mechanism.

Anti-corruption work should 
be conducted in line with thrift 
practice and party-building, he 
said.

the top leader asked cpV 
committees, organisations and 
members to consider anti-cor-
ruption work an extremely im-
portant mission in building the 
party and political system.

He also highlighted the im-
portance of educating thrift 
culture among officials, cpV 
members and people, while in-
tensifying inspections, as well 
as investigations, prosecution 
and judgement on corruption-
related cases, and increasing 
the efficiency of withdrawing 
corruption assets.

deputy minister of public Se-
curity Le Quy Vuong said since 
2013, investigation agencies 
started legal proceedings in 
1,856 corruption cases involv-
ing 4,072 people.

In the past five years, more 
than 87,000 cpV members re-
ceived disciplinary measures, of 
whom more than 3,200 were in-
volved in corruption. Four polit-
buro members and former po-
litburo members, 27 members 
and former members of the cpV 
central committee, and more 
than 30 officers with the general 
ranking were disciplined. VIET NAM 
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exILed academic pavin 
chachavalpongpun on de-
cember 11 revealed that he 
was stalked by a man to his 
apartment in Japan, saying it 
was not the first time he had 
the experience.

In a Facebook post, pavin 
said that Japanese police on 
december 2 had arrested a 
Japanese man, aged around 
30, who was loitering in front 
of his apartment in Kyoto.

the academic said his neigh-
bours had spotted the man’s 
suspicious behaviour and called 
the police. After being interro-
gated, the man confessed that 
he had been “chasing/monitor-
ing” him since November 30 on 
the orders of “someone”.

this was not the first threat 
he had faced, he added. Last 
year, someone broke into his 
apartment and attacked him 
with a chemical spray.

pavin said: “this time, an 
unusual thing happened. 
Someone turned up at my 
university office, pretending 
to be a deliveryman. When he 
was told that I was not in the 
office, he left immediately. 
the university alerted the po-

lice. We were able to obtain 
footage of him from cctV 
and begin the investigation.

“Around the same time, I 
started to receive anonymous 
phone calls for the entire week 
. . . this was just like last time 
before I was attacked. A Japa-
nese man pretended to call me 
from the post office, asking for 
my address. I told the police.

“eventually we contacted the 
post office and we were told that 
the post office would normally 
never call customers and would 
never call a number withheld. 
So, these calls were fake.”

Initial suspicion on decem-
ber 2 was that the arrested man 
could have been linked to a 
network in europe, especially 
in the czech republic.

“It is not coincidental that 
Aum Neko [a pro-democracy 
activist] was attacked last 
year and the police were able 
to arrest two men who were 
from the czech republic,” he 
said. “So, there is surely a con-
nection. I am in the process of 
connecting the Japanese and 
French police for further in-
vestigation.” THE NATION (THAILAND)/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Fight against corruption 
in Vietnam sees progress: 
93% of survey participants

exiled thai academic in 
Japan says stalked again

thai democracy protests seek UN 
help to repeal royal defamation law

myanmar’s muslim covid volunteers

t
HAI democracy ac-
tivists rallied at the 
UN’s bangkok office 
on december 10 and 

asked the body to pressure the 
kingdom into repealing royal 
defamation laws they say are 
being used to suppress their 
movement.

twenty-three leaders are fac-
ing charges under the legisla-
tion for headlining demonstra-
tions demanding reforms to 
the monarchy and more scruti-
ny of the royal family’s financial 
arrangements.

the kingdom’s lese majeste 
laws shield the super wealthy 
King maha Vajiralongkorn and 
the royal family from criticism, 
with anyone convicted facing 
between three to 15 years in 

prison.
Among the several dozen 

activists at the UN office was 
Somyot prueksakasemsuk, 59, 
who previously spent seven 
years in jail on a lese majeste 
conviction for publishing satire 
of a fictitious royal family. 

“this is not good for the image 
of the monarchy in thailand,” 
he told reporters, adding that 
those with royal defamation 
convictions are treated “like 
animals” in prison.

Lese majeste crimes have 
been on the books for over a 
century in thailand, but were 
last strengthened in 1976.

the use of the law has slowed 
since 2018 due to the “mercy” 
of the king, according to prime 
minister prayut chan-o-cha, 

but last month the premier 
gave the green light to deploy it 
again after months of protests.

protest leader parit “pen-
guin” chiwarak, who has been 
charged under the law said he 
feared its use would create a 
greater political rift between the 
mostly young democracy activ-
ists and conservative backers of 
the monarchy.

“In a democratic system, 
there is no need for . . . legal 
attacks. We can have different 
opinions and live together.

Hundreds of protesters also 
rallied on december 10 at a 
bangkok memorial that com-
memorates the lives of pro-de-
mocracy supporters lost during 
a military massacre in 1973.

tuvanon, a 27-year-old flight 

attendant, said: “Freedom of 
speech is everyone’s right.

“When the king or the royal 
family spend the money – it’s 
actually our taxes. We cannot 
[criticise] how they use our 
money.”

overnight police also in-
stalled shipping containers 
stacked on top of each other 
and razor wire blockades to 
stop protesters from marching 
towards Government House, a 
royal palace and other sensitive 
sites.

besides calling for reforms 
to the monarchy, protesters 
are demanding a rewrite of a 
military-scripted constitution 
and the resignation of prayut 
– who came to power in a 2014 
coup. AFP

SWeAtING under his protective gear, vol-
unteer Sithu Aung lays another coronavi-
rus victim to rest – offering crucial funeral 
rites to his muslim community in myan-
mar’s virus-ravaged commercial capital.

For the past few months, the 23-year-old 
father and his fellow volunteers have been 
living in a cemetery, isolated from their fam-
ilies, as they spend their days collecting the 
bodies of the deceased from Yangon’s over-
flowing hospitals and quarantine centres.

Without the team’s efforts, the bodies 
would be cremated – a practice that is 
usual in the majority-buddhist nation 
but strictly forbidden under Islamic law.

thanks to them, the dead instead re-
ceive a short funeral conducted by a lo-
cal imam at a muslim cemetery, in the 
presence of a handful of socially dis-
tanced immediate relatives.

Former shopkeeper Sithu Aung says: 
“I get satisfaction from the happiness 
of their families and knowing that Allah 
sees what we’re doing.

“that’s why we’re risking our lives to 
do this job.”

Yangon’s muslim community numbers 
about 350,000 – seven per cent of the 
city’s population – and various muslim 
associations have provided the volun-
teers with three ambulances, two cars 
and supplies of food.

the stigma attached to the virus means 
renting an apartment to isolate from 
their families is not an option, so the 
team of 15 have commandeered shacks 

inside the cemetery compound.
clad in full protective suits, rubber gloves, 

goggles and plastic face shields, they work 
shifts around the clock, beating a path 
through Yangon’s traffic-choked streets 
with flashing emergency lights and sirens.

For months, myanmar remained rela-
tively unscathed by the pandemic, reg-
istering fewer than 400 cases nationwide 
by mid-August.

but that all changed when case numbers 
started to surge in a country with one of the 
weakest healthcare systems in the world.

there are now over 100,000 infections, 
with more than 2,000 deaths.

myanmar’s teeming commercial hub 

Yangon became a virus hotspot and 
Sithu Aung’s team now collects three or 
four bodies every day.

they work a rotational shift – two 
weeks on, then a week’s self-isolation 
that allows Sithu Aung to spend a few 
days with his wife and one-year-old son 
before he returns to his macabre work.

When the city first went into lockdown 
in April, he chose not to tell his family 
about his plans to volunteer.

“If I’d have let them know, my mum 
and my wife wouldn’t have let me do it,” 
he admits, adding his family sometimes 
visit him at the cemetery, although they 
keep their distance. AFP

A pro-democracy protester holds up a portrait of Thailand’s Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha as another dresses up as the Pokemon character 
Pikachu during a rally to denounce the use of the lese majeste law under section 112 of the penal code in Bangkok on Thursday. AFP

Volunteers wearing personal protective equipment (PPE) walk through the Hteinbin Muslim 
Cemetery after burying a person suspected of dying from the Covid-19 coronavirus in Yangon. AFP
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Opinion

m
OST of the stuff we need 
to live is human-made, 
except air and sunshine. 
The food we eat. The 

treated water we drink. The clothes 
we wear. The houses we live in. The 
transport vehicles we use. The com-
puter, the phone, everything is made 
by humans. Yet they are all sourced 
from nature – even synthetic fabric 
and the omnipresent plastic.

As such, natural substances – or liv-
ing beings alone which together are 
called biomass – should outweigh 
human-made objects. but that may 
no longer be the case.

According to a scientific study pub-
lished in the journal Nature on 
december 9, 2020 could be the year 
when human-made mass surpasses 
the overall weight of biomass, which 
is estimated to be about 1,100 billion 
tonnes, or 1.1 teratonnes. Which 
should give us an idea of the devas-
tating impact humans have on the 
health of the planet earth, its mineral 
and fuel deposits, water sources, ice 
cover, mountains, forests and peat 
bogs, its overall environment and 
ecology – and how much natural 
resources we have consumed or 
destroyed to build our modern socie-
ties including roads and railways.

Human-made objects can be divid-
ed into six categories – concrete, 
aggregates (including materials like 
gravel), bricks, asphalt, metals and 
“other” materials, which include 
plastic, wood used for construction, 
and paper and glass. And the over-
whelming bulk of human-made mass 
comprises concrete, aggregates, 
bricks and asphalt, necessary to build 
modern buildings, roads and other 
infrastructure.

Worse, if we include the waste we 
generate, human-made mass most 
probably exceeded the total weight of 
the natural biomass way back in 2013.

The study also shows that human-
produced objects have increased from 
only three per cent of global biomass 
to overtake the latter in just 120 years. 
The present rate of human-made 
mass production is about 30 billion 
tonnes (30 gigatonnes) a year. And if 
this rate of consumption and destruc-
tion of natural resources continues, 
human-made mass – including waste 
– will exceed three teratonnes in just 
the next 20 years, and triple the weight 
of all living things.

Yet the researchers don’t think this 
will send a strong message to people, 
especially to those who could make a 
real difference, the big corporations 
and politicians for example, because 
most of them have ignored more or 
less the earlier warnings.

Our planet is changing faster than 
at any point in human history – 
because of human-caused global 
warming. Humans began burning 
fossil on an industrial scale in the 
mid-1800s and by so doing began 
heating the planet. experts say that if 
the world passes 2 degree celsius of 
heating above the pre-industrial lev-
els, it will have a catastrophic effect 
on humans across the world.

more than 190 countries signed the 
Paris Agreement in 2015, as they 
agreed to limit warming to 2c, and 
make concerted efforts to keep it 
below 1.5c. And yet we have not 
been doing enough to keep the tem-
perature rise to below 1.5c, as a new 
report of the UN and other research 
groups says. Instead, countries across 
the world are likely to extract 120 per 
cent more fossil fuels than recom-
mended by the Paris Agreement. 

To meet the Paris accord’s goals, 
countries need to reduce fossil fuel 
production by six per cent a year over 
the coming decade. This seems 
impossible, especially because many 
countries have planned or projected 
an average annual increase of two 
per cent, which in the next 10 years 
would result in more than twice the 
fuel production that would keep the 
temperature rise to below 1.5c.

“Five years since the adoption of 
the Paris Agreement, the world is still 
far from meeting its climate goals,” 
Inger Andersen, executive director of 

the UN environment Programme, 
said in the report.

And almost all experts say the long-
er we burn fossil fuels, the more 
warming will be “locked in” because 
greenhouse gas emissions stay in the 
atmosphere for years, even decades. 
In the US, for instance, a major shift 
from coal is evident – production is 
declining by 103 million tonnes a 
year compared with 2019 stimates – 
but that is being offset by a massive 
rise in projected oil and gas produc-
tion.

Thanks to the impact of climate 
change, accelerated by deforestation 
and wildfires, many species have 
vanished or are on the brink of 
extinction, and biodiversity is under 
increasing threat.

Add to this the immense loss of 
natural resources in the Amazon and 
Australian wildfires in 2019, and you 
get a picture of unprecedented 
destruction. The Amazon lost more 
than 900,000ha to wildfires in 2019. 
but more shock was in store this year, 
as the number of fires in the brazilian 
Amazon increased 28 per cent in July 
2020 compared with last year, and 
doubled by the first week of Septem-
ber. This is especially alarming 
because the degradation of the Ama-
zon will have profound consequenc-
es on global health.

And for those of us who expect a 
global green recovery from the novel 
coronavirus pandemic, there is more 

disappointing news, as countries are 
investing huge amounts in the fossil 
fuel economy to stave off the worst 
economic recession since the Great 
depression. Only a few major econo-
mies, notably the eU, are devoting 
considerable funds to low-carbon 
efforts such as clean energy.

While the eU has allotted 30 per 
cent of its €750 billion ($910.65 bil-
lion) Next Generation recovery Fund 
to green projects, the US, before the 
presidential election, had devoted 
only about $26 billion, or just over 
one per cent, of the announced 
investment, to green development.

However, with Joe biden being 
elected US president, there is hope 
that the US will rejoin the Paris 
accord and shift to green develop-
ment. In particular, if biden succeeds 
in getting a $2 trillion green stimulus 
passed by congress, the US would 
overtake the eU as the biggest inves-
tor in a low-carbon future. Which 
would be tectonic shift, and could 
start a race-to-the-top with china, 
which has already pledged to peak its 
carbon emission by 2030 and become 
carbon neutral by 2060.

If the US abandons its hostile trade 
and geopolitical policies and instead 
works with china and other coun-
tries to fight climate change, the cli-
mate story next year could be differ-
ent. CHINA DAILY/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

The longer we burn fossil fuels, the more warming will be ‘locked in’ because greenhouse gas emissions stay in the atmosphere for 
years, even decades. AFP

The writer is a senior editor with China Daily

Opinion
Op Rana

Climate change and fate of the Earth
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Arts & culture
making a statement with mona 
Palette’s handcrafted earrings
d

angling beautifully 
from noun molyna’s ears, 
the locally handmade 
earrings from polymer 

clay has won a heart of local and in-
ternational clients who prefers arty 
accessories that make a statement. 

Whether they’re flags, flowers or 
geometric shape, molyna has put 
her heart and soul to every detail in 
the earring making process which 
she started from scratch.

in fact, the 33-year-old crafter had 
never thought of turning her earring 
making hobby into a business until 
she was struck by an inspiring en-
couragement from her friend.

“i initially was talking to a dear 
friend and he asked me what i want-
ed to do. i told him i’ve always want-
ed to create some jewellery that is 
fashionable and enable the wearer 
to express cambodian identity. my 
friend then motivated me to try and 
start doing it.”

molyna, a master’s degree graduate 
in international Trade from a univer-
sity in Seoul, South Korea, is always 
passionate about designing sophisti-
cated yet rebellious woman earrings 
that standout.

“That’s when i did some research 
and found out that polymer clay jew-
ellery is very beautiful and you can 
create anything out of it including in-
corporating Khmer identity into de-
sign. i was excited!” molyna says.  

The self-taught crafter learned the 
skill mainly from YouTube and other 
jewellery makers online. 

Her journey of putting the hand-
made earrings into business was 
started in april during the time of 
pandemic. 

There might be polymer clay ear-
rings on the market, but molyna’s 
handmade pairs are unique in term 
of design and colour palettes she per-
sonally uses.

 “most importantly colour palette 
choices that i used in each design 
made my earrings one of a kind. i got 
many compliment from customers 
for the beautiful color of the earrings.” 
molyna says.

From the start, she has made every 
pairs all by herself. recently, she has 
a freelance assistance to help with the 
colouring and assembling process 

due to the high demand across the 
country.

Though she tried to source local 
supplies of material, molyna still has 
to imported polymer clay from the 
US and some shiny metal parts from 
china.

“The polymer clay i used is from 
the US. Unlike the other type of the 
clay it is not easy to break after going 
through the oven. gold accessories 
are from china. Packaging and box 
are from cambodia.”

The design of each earring is the in-
spiration of everything surrounds her. 
mainly she loves the beautiful archi-
tecture and simple home decor. One 
of her all time favourite is Terrazzo 
colour abstract. 

Playing with clay is the most chal-
lenging part in the polymer earring 
making. Sometimes it is too sticky or 
too resulting in the difficulty and time 
consuming to get it smooth. each pair 
of earrings could take up to 3 hours to 
complete.

a 3d flower pair of earrings would 
be started by choosing the design and 
shape of the earrings and then she se-
lect the colour for flower and leaves.

Then she mixes the clay into the 
colour she desires. This process could 
take a lot of time because she has to 
roll the clay 30-50 times for a shade of 
colour. 

Then, she flattens the clay and hand-
cutting each flower petal. They’re put 
on the clay then cut into shape. after 
that, the half-finished clay is baked in 
the oven. 

after it’s done, she needs to sand the 
edges to make them smooth and drill 
a hole to assemble the metal piece or 
earring findings together. 

molyna names the earrings based 
on the personality of the persons who 
are dear to her. They have influenced 
or inspired her in some way. For ex-
ample, earrings ‘Kathiya’ takes the 
name of her lovely 2 years old niece. 

“She has a very beautiful smile and 
really smart! Kathiya in Khmer means 
a Queen! This style is indeed will be a 
great reminder of the queen spirit in-
side of you.” 

“it is not only beautiful and can go 
with many face shapes but also per-
fect size for a go-to-earrings that you 
can easily put on either for an out-

door trip or a romantic date night, it 
will truly make you feel amazing!”

another pair is named ‘Pisey’, a 
common name in cambodia. but not 
when you have a special Pisey in your 
life! 

“my Pisey is the most caring friend 
i know. The friend who let you choose 
is the friend who loves you most. 
don’t ever lose that friend,

“She is real sweet and caring cam-
bodian woman that anyone would be 
lucky to have her in their life. There-
fore, i made this little angkor Wat to 
express her pride and dedication to 
our country and name this design af-
ter her.”

The top three favourite among cus-
tomers are ‘Sorphea’ design since it is 
small and sophisticated with the 3d 
flower. 

‘mary’ design is well praised from 
the western customers and lastly, 
angkor flag colour design are all time 
bestselling and many have bought 
them as a gift to their friends.

For Sorphea design molyna has ex-
plained that “Sorphea means beauti-
ful in Khmer. i named this after many 
young beautiful women adore this 
design when it was launched,

“They are talented professionals 
and artists who love to support local 
handmade products and at the same 
time want to rock this design at their 
workplaces. as a thank you for their 
love, i named this design as a remind-
er ‘You are beautiful!’”

The customers are diverse. They are 
from probably 15 to 50+ of ages. Some 
are cambodians and some are local 
expats here.

The price ranges from 9-15$. 
They can wear in all kind of occa-

sions according to each design. Some 
are wearing the earrings to work, to 
hang out, or for a trip, especially to 
Siem reap. 

There are so many amazing feed-
backs molyna had got so far. Some 
even got her eyes teary. 

One would be “i don’t normally wear 
large earrings, but i love your design” 
and another one is “You made me as a 
cambodian very proud of you; i hope 
this will be an inspiration to other 
women.”

“i am grateful that a lot of happy cus-
tomers love the earrings, the colour 
and the design and they looking for-
ward to buy more and they did, 

“i even have one cambodian cus-
tomer who book and buy several new 
pairs every month as part of her col-
lection and support to local business. 
i am forever grateful!!”

in the future molyna reveals that 
she is considering making some 
necklaces as well and she would love 
to do some improvements on taking 
better photography of the earrings 
and show to customer different way 
they can style the earrings with their 
outfit.

She started this journey and loves 
every step of it. She says she feels 
more alive than many years she has 
lived because she gets to see what she 

wanted to create for so long become 
a reality. 

She has these words to young cam-
bodians that “Sometimes all you need 
is a little courage to step out of your 
comfort zone, remove that fear and 
start to believe you can do it.

“Takes time to ask yourself “What is 
something i’ve been wanting to do?” 
if you have an answer, then you can 
find a way around that idea, do what 
you can do first, and start small, bet-
ter than never starts at all,” she says.

“You just need one hour a day to 
follow that dream of yours. Then, do 
it consistently and you will see thing 
will fall into place, and you will know 
what’s next. but never ever let your 
fear stronger than your faith.” 

mona Palette’s polymer clay earrings 
are available both ordering online and 
at the chit chat cafe Tuol Tompoung, 
Phnom Penh corner Street 450 and 
Street 135.

For more information mona Palette 
can be contacted via instagram and 
Facebook page mona Palette.

Artsy and colourful earrings designed for sophis(cated and daring women. Handmade by Noun Molyna. SUPPLIED

Two of Noun Molyna’s favourite 
handmade earrings that are popularly 
purchased as gifts. 
SUPPLIED

Mona Palette’s handmade polymer earrings are displayed at Odom Garden Park in 
Phnom Penh during a fair. SUPPLIED

Miss Universe Cambodia 2020, Reth 
Sarita, wears a pair of polymer clay 
earrings in a shape of the Kingdom’s flag 
handmade by Mona Palette. SUPPLIED
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The Kingdom’s luxury car sector is revving up as iconic Italian marque Maserati last Friday entered the market with the unveiling of its  
Levante SUV and Ghibli sports saloon models. At a glittering launch ceremony at its showroom in the capital, Maserati chief commercial officer 
Bernard Loire gave a video message in which he spoke of his excitement at the exclusive car manufacturer’s arrival in the Kingdom. Roberto  
Da Silva, the vice-president of HGB Group, which represents Maserati in the Kingdom, said: “HGB Group is extremely proud and excited to 
launch the iconic Maserati brand in Cambodia. Born on the racing track, Maserati has a renowned history of more than 100 years. Its strong 
racing DNA is clear in Maserati’s history of wins on roads and circuits all over the world, from the Indianapolis 500 to Formula 1. Anyone who 
drives a Maserati will instantly appreciate the power, performance and beauty that is the epitome of Italian excellence. We bring to Cambodia 
an inspiring range of Maserati cars that will bring awe and joy to our customers.”

.

Maserati launch revs ups luxury car market
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Lifestyle

Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Narrow-waisted insects
  6 Chapters of history
 10 Priests wear them
 14 Run ___ of (clash with)
 15 Comstock deposit
 16 Dull person
 17 Resume drinking
 20 Too much, in music
 21 Pigeon’s home
 22 Social connections
 23 Canonical hour
 25 Dance syllable
 26 Trick taker, often
 27 “___ now or never”
 30 Gossip
 32 Slip up
 34 Unruly outbreak
 36 Listening devices
 38 Goosebump-raising
 42 Feature of some fancy resorts
 45 Brenda of the comics
 46 Polygraph challenger
 47 Tapered slat for leveling
 48 Australian bird
 50 The euro replaced it
 52 ___ Paulo, Brazil

 53 Dashiell’s detective
 56 Crumb
 58 Small amounts, as of cream
 60 “I ___ you one”
 61 Golden Triangle country
 63 Brownish grays
 67 Be a hex victim
 70 Neck of the woods
 71 Letter after theta
 72 Clear, as a hard drive
 73 Penetrate slowly
 74 Like an uncleaned fireplace
 75 Kept company with
DOWN
  1 Travel, like an aroma
  2 Way, way off
  3 Song for one
  4 Dime novels and such
  5 Inclined
  6 Tolkien’s Legolas, e.g.
  7 Campus military org.
  8 For a certain purpose
  9 Rage
 10 Arab’s robe
 11 Sayings attributed to Jesus
 12 It might be busted
 13 Taste, e.g.

 18 More cunning
 19 Eyeglass ___ (optometry patient)
 24 A way to catch fish
 27 Western blue flag, e.g.
 28 Windshield option
 29 Fizzy drink
 31 Bring up the rear
 33 Wrestling officials
 35 Went like the dickens
 37 Composed
 39 Chorus from the sidelines
 40 Hip bones
 41 “Sesame Street” character
 43 Alloy of copper and zinc
 44 Literary mistakes
 49 Astronomy Muse
 51 Degraded
 53 Chesterfields, e.g.
 54 Cognizant
 55 Confused struggle
 57 Bustles
 59 Old Toyota
 62 “Family Guy” creator MacFarlane
 64 Bog product
 65 Ultimatum word
 66 Coaster
 68 Drink from a dish
 69 Beam of light 

“TRIPPED UP” 

Friday’s solution

Friday’s solution

clay quells hunger in 
famine-hit madagascar
I

n the drought-ravaged 
south of madagascar, 
people are filling their 
bellies with white clay 

mixed with tamarind to cope 
with famine.

“We call it survival soil be-
cause it allows the acidic taste 
of tamarind to seep into our 
mouths, which staves off hun-
ger,” said doday Fandilava 
noelisona, a 35 year-old farm-
er in the village of Fenoaivo.

“These days we no longer 
look for food to live on, but for 
ways to fill the empty stom-
achs,” said the father of six.

The staple food in the arid 
region is usually cactus fruit. 

rows of prickly green succu-
lents surround villages, serv-
ing both as perimeter fences 
and food pantries.

but after more than a year 
without rain, even the cacti 
have stopped producing fruit.

The rare sight of their wilted 
skins attests to the gruelling 
conditions prevailing in the 
region, around 100km west of 
the city of Fort-dauphin.

In Fenoaivo, villagers dread a 
repeat of a terrible drought that 
killed hundreds in the 1990s.

“We called it the era of scat-
tered skeletons because they 
were all over the roads. People 
no longer had enough energy 
to bury the remains of their 
brothers and sisters,” recalled 
Avianay Idamy, 42.

Swollen bellies 
To prevent a similar mis-

fortune befalling his family, 
Idamy started eking out a liv-
ing by selling firewood and 
charcoal.

The father of nine acknowl-
edged the trade was “not the 
most sensible” for the envi-
ronment, but said it allowed 
him to buy food for his family.

Idamy sells his charcoal for 
the equivalent of $0.30 a bag, 
just enough for his family to 
eat cassava once a day.

Like their neighbours, they 
swallow clay mixed with tam-
arind between meals.

children have particularly 
struggled to digest the clay 
and tamarind mixture, “which 
causes belly swelling,” ex-
plained Theodore mbainais-
sem, local head of the World 
Food Programme (WFP).

Half of the population in the 

southern region of the Indian 
Ocean island – 1.5 million 
people – is currently in need 
of emergency food aid, ac-
cording to the WFP.

Around €31 million ($37.6 
million) are urgently needed 
to feed the hungry.

Climate change 
A few kilometres away in 

the town of beraketa, global 
charity Action Against Hunger 
(AcF) has set up shop in coor-
dination with the WFP.

“child malnutrition here is 
cyclical,” and this year it start-
ed earlier in October instead of 
January, said AcF’s head of nu-
trition, Annick rakotoanosy.

The centre attends to around 
50 severely malnourished chil-
dren – swollen bellies and lean 
legs – and 100 other patients 
each week.

The children are at risk of 
death, especially if malnutri-
tion is complicated by diar-
rhoea, respiratory infections 

or malaria.
While droughts are not un-

common in the area, this dry 
spell has been compounded 
by climate impact.

“For three years in some 
communities, two in others, 
there has been no rain,” said 
the WFP’s mbainaissem.

mounting insecurity and 
livestock thefts have exacer-
bated poverty and complicat-
ed humanitarian relief efforts.

“The whole north of Am-
boasary [district], for example, 
is deprived of it,” mbainais-
sem deplored.

madagascar’s government 
has deployed the military to 
distribute food and first aid in 
the area.

early in October, President 
Andry rajoelina, his wife and 
son doled out rations in villages.  

Without emergency food as-
sistance, “we are facing disas-
ter,” mbainaissem warned.

“now, even tamarind is start-
ing to become scarce.” AFP

Like their neighbours, they swallow clay mixed with tamarind between 
meals. AFP

Villagers dread a repeat of a terrible drought that killed hundreds in 
the 1990s. AFP

Children have particularly struggled to digest the clay and tamarind mixture. AFP
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champions League last 16 
round draw decides fixture 

Jamieson strikes out West Indies

Shibuno clings to 
US Women’s Open 
lead by one stroke 

A
fter a volatile champions 
League group stage, a familiar 
collection of europe’s foot-
ball giants are in the draw for 

the knockout rounds in Switzerland on 
monday, although one titan looms over 
all the others.

Of the 16 teams who will go into the 
two pots at the UefA headquarters in 
Nyon for the draw at 1100 Gmt, four are 
German and four are Spanish. there are 
three clubs each from Italy and england 
with two-time winners Porto and last 
season’s losing finalists Paris Saint-Ger-
main making up the list.

reigning champions bayern munich 
are among the eight seeds with borussia 
dortmund, Juventus, chelsea, Liverpool, 
manchester city, PSG and real madrid.

the other pot will contain Porto, Atalanta, 
Lazio, Sevilla, barcelona, Atletico madrid, 
rb Leipzig and borussia moenchengla-
dbach. Yet while the last 16 has a familiar 
look, many of the players do not. 

this has been a season of youth in 
the champions League, sometimes by 

choice, often by necessity. 
bayern marched to the title last year 

winning all 11 games. they won their first 
four group games this season before hit-
ting the crash barrier that is Atletico ma-
drid and drawing 1-1. 

that left the two clubs tied for most con-
secutive wins in a single european compe-
tition. Atletico won 15 straight in the eu-
ropa League from 2011 to autumn 2012.

While bayern, like chelsea and man-
chester city cruised to first place in their 
groups, other clubs had bumpier rides. 

When teams analyse their opponents 
after the draw, they will have much to 
ponder. Which Liverpool will they face? 
Will it be the team that scored the big-
gest away victory by an english club at 
an Italian opponent when they won 5-0 
at Atalanta or the one that suffered their 
biggest home loss under Jurgen Klopp 
when they fell 2-0 to same opponents in 
the next match?

barcelona looked like a european force 
as they won their first five games, includ-
ing an impressive win in turin, only to 

melt down in the last match, losing 3-0 
at home to Juventus with 35-year-old 
cristiano ronaldo scoring twice. 

“Our goal, must be to find a precise iden-
tity as soon as possible, a very specific soul, 
because without a soul you cannot win, 
even at table football,” said 42-year-old Ju-
ventus goalkeeper Gianluigi buffon.

A season that started late and ends early 
is part of the problem. for some clubs, 
injuries are piling up. Liverpool, shorn of 
several stars and facing a crowded Premier 
League schedule, fielded their youngest 
champion League lineup as they drew 1-1 
at midtyjlland in their last game.

Yet injuries do not entirely explain the 
youthful look of the champions League 
as the recent trend of age records tum-
bling accelerated. 

barcelona became the first team with two 
scorers under 18 in a champions League 
match when Ansu fati and Pedri struck 
against ferencvaros. 

dortmund’s Youssoufa moukoko became 
the youngest player to appear in the com-
petition at 16 years and 18 days. AFP

the towering figure of New 
Zealand all-rounder Kyle Ja-
mieson continued to domi-
nate the second test against 
the West Indies as the tour-
ists went to tea in Wellington 
on Sunday at 158-5, facing 
a second successive innings 
defeat.

All out for 131 early in the 
morning session in reply to New 
Zealand’s 460, the West Indies 
were asked to follow on and still 
need 171 more runs with only 
five wickets remaining to make 
New Zealand bat again.

the 2.03 metre (6ft 8in) Ja-
mieson has taken two of the 
second innings wickets to give 
him seven for the match after 
he and tim Southee finished 
with five each as the tourists’ 
first innings was wrapped up 
in just 26 deliveries for the ad-
dition of only seven runs. 

first test centurion Jer-
maine blackwood was on 16 
with Jason holder on 10 at 

tea on the third day.
John campbell and Shama-

rh brooks had given the West 
Indies their best period of the 
second test when they kept 
the New Zealand attack at bay 
for the first hour after lunch. 

but immediately after the 
drinks break Neil Wagner 

broke through with brooks 
caught behind for 36. 

It was just reward for Wagner 
who was denied brooks’ wicket 
in his previous over when a vo-
ciferous appeal for leg before 
wicket was turned down. 

New Zealand decided not 
to call for a review but replays 

showed the ball had pitched 
in line with the leg stump and, 
although it jagged sharply, 
would have clipped the top of 
the off stump. 

campbell and brooks had 
put on 89 for the third wicket 
and given the West Indies a 
glimmer of hope that they 
could at least avoid an in-
nings defeat. 

but following brooks’ dis-
missal, Jamieson found the 
edge of roston chase’s bat to 
remove the West Indies vice-
captain for the second time 
in the test without scoring.  
  he then bowled campbell 
who cut the ball on to his 
stumps to be out for 68. 

the West Indies line-up is 
largely the same as that which 
won the first test against eng-
land in Southampton five 
months ago. but they have 
struggled to handle the swing 
and seam movement generated 
by the home bowlers. AFP

JAPAN’S hinako Shibuno, the 
2019 Women’s british Open 
champion, clung to a one-
stroke lead over American 
Amy Olson after Saturday’s 
third round of the 75th US 
Women’s Open.

the 22-year-old nicknamed 
“Smiling cinderella,” trying 
to win her US Women’s Open 
debut, fired a three-over par 
74 to stand on four-under 209 
after 54 holes at champions 
Golf club in houston, texas.

Shibuno, who led by three 
strokes when the day began, 
managed only one birdie 
against four bogeys, starting 
and finishing her round with 
bogeys.

“It was a little shock that 
I dropped a couple of shots 
but I will do my best tomor-
row and try to play my way,” 
Shibuno said through a 
translator.

Olson, seeking her first 
LPGA title, shot 71 to grab 
second with the only others 
under par being thailand’s 
moriya Jutanugarn and South 
Korean Kim2 Ji-yeong, both 
on 212.

“definitely pleased,” Olson 
said. “It’s not easy. It was really 
a grind out there. I’m pleased 
with how I played.”

moriya, whose only LPGA 
title came at the 2018 Los An-
geles Open, fired a 72 while 
Kim2 matched the week’s 
best round with a bogey-free 
67, leaping into contention 
after making the cut on the 
number.

“So far I’m happy. I’m play-
ing pretty solid,” moriya said. 
“You can’t really be aggressive 
and you just have to be pa-
tient out there.”

the event was rescheduled 
from June due to the covid-
19 pandemic, which also kept 
spectators from attending.

Shibuno opened with a 
three-putt bogey but birdied 
the par-5 fifth after blasting 
out of a bunker to three feet, 
stretching her lead to four 
strokes.

At the seventh, a mud-ball 
approach rolled off the back 
of the green. Shibuno pitched 
to five feet but missed the par 
putt.

Shibuno, who won four 
times last year on the Japan 
LPGA tour, found a bunker at 
the 14th, blasted out to 30 feet 
and two-putted for bogey, 
and another on 18, missing 
an eight-footer for par.

Olson, who aced the par-3 
16th on thursday, made bo-
geys at the third and sixth 
and another to start the back 
nine after a birdie at the par-5 
ninth.

but the 28-year-old re-
sponded with birdies at the 
par-5 13th and par-4 17th and 
just missed a 15-footer to set-
tle for par at 18.

“Got off to a rough start out 
there but I played really well 
closing out and anything can 
happen out there tomorrow,” 
Olson said.

“It’s all about staying patient 
and not getting caught up in 
what anyone else is doing.”

moriya, 26, birdied the 
par-5 fifth but then made a 
bogey at six before making 
a charge with birdies at the 
par-3 eighth and par-5 13th 
to reach 4-under, two behind 
Shibuno.

She stumbled with a bogey 
at 14 and suffered a plugged 
lie in a greenside bunker at 
the par-4 17th on her way to 
a double bogey and a round 
of 72.

“I got one bad break and just 
one bad hole and everything’s 
pretty solid,” moriya said.

back-nine starter Kim2 
birdied the 10th and the par-3 
16th and fourth holes, then 
chipped in for birdie at the 
ninth to share third.

“In the first half of the round 
I wasn’t keeping up, but later 
as the day went on I did look 
and was surprised to see how 
far I’ve come up on the score-
board,” she said.

“I really didn’t expect to be 
performing so well and I’m 
just glad to be here.”

Ko in fifth-place pack
New Zealand’s Lydia Ko was 

in a pack in fifth on level par 
213 that included a US trio 
– 19-year-old Yealimi Noh, 
amateur Kaitlyn Papp and 
megan Khang.

Swedish amateur Linn 
Grant, three back at the turn, 
found the water on her ap-
proach at the 10th and her 
chip rolled back into the wa-
ter on the way to a quadru-
ple-bogey eight on the way to 
a 78 that dropped her out of 
the hunt.

the only amateur to win the 
US Women’s Open was france’s 
catherine Lacoste in 1967.

South Korea’s chella choi 
aced the par-3 12th from 180 
yards. AFP

Bayern Munich’s German goalkeeper Manuel Neuer (front row, centre) celebrates with teammates and the trophy after Bayern won the UEFA 
Champions League final football match between Paris Saint-Germain and Bayern Munich at the Luz stadium in Lisbon on August 23. AFP

Japan’s Hinako Shibuno watches her shot to the 3rd green on the last 
day of the 2019 Women’s British Open golf championship. AFP

New Zealand’s paceman Kyle Jamieson bowls in the second cricket Test 
match between New Zealand and the West Indies. AFP
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manchester derby ends up in stalemate
m

a n c h e s t e r 
United and man-
chester city did 
their Premier 

League title ambitions little fa-
vours in a drab 0-0 draw at Old 
trafford as chelsea’s challenge 
also suffered a setback in a 1-0 
defeat at everton on saturday.

the pressure on United 
manager Ole Gunnar solsk-
jaer was ramped up after his 
side crashed out of the cham-
pions League with a midweek 
defeat at rb Leipzig.

the beleaguered boss des-
perately needed an uplift-
ing result in the derby to win 
back some support, but there 
was little for either side of 
the manchester divide to get 
excited about as both teams 
failed to fire.

United have won just one of 
their last four games in all com-
petitions and have only one win 
at Old trafford in six Premier 
League games this term.

however, solskjaer defend-
ed his side’s performance as 
they restricted city to just 
one big chance when da-
vid de Gea saved from riyad 
mahrez midway through the 
first-half.

“In my time against man-
chester city that’s the best 
performance we have had. 
not the best result but the best 

performance,” solskjaer said.
“tactically we knew they 

were going to give us some 
problems but defensively we 
were excellent. With the ball 
we didn’t create as much as 
we wanted.”

a draw leaves United still 
one point above city but the 
red devils are now eighth with 
Pep Guardiola’s men ninth.

“the important thing is we 
didn’t concede,” said Guar-
diola after his side kept a 
club record sixth consecutive 
clean sheet.

“We had enough chances to 
win but the game was tight. 
We have to be a little bit more 
sharper up front.”

United were awarded a 
penalty two minutes into the 
second half when Kyle Walker 
kicked marcus rashford, only 
for the decision to be over-
ruled by Var as the forward 
had strayed offside.

Chelsea ‘not good enough’
a penalty was the difference 

between the sides at Goodi-
son Park as everton fed off the 
atmopshere created by 2,000 
fans for the first time since 
march to arrest their slide.

“the impact was really 
strong,” said everton boss 
carlo ancelotti on the differ-
ence even a small number of 

fans made. 
“It is really important to 

have the suppporters, it is a 
totally different environment 
here completely.”

ancelotti’s men had won just 
once in their previous seven 
games after a flying start to the 
campaign had taken them top 
of the table in early October.

the only goal came on 
22 minutes when dominic 

calvert-Lewin was wiped out 
by a rash challenge from chel-
sea goalkeeper edouard mendy 
and Gylfi sigurdsson coolly 
slotted away the spot-kick.

chelsea hit the post twice 
through reece James and 
mason mount from shots out-
side the box, but were limited 
without the creative spark of 
the injured hakim Ziyech and 
christian Pulisic.

a first defeat in 18 games, 
excluding penalty shootouts, 
leaves Frank Lampard’s men 
still two points adrift of tot-
tenham and Liverpool who 
can extend that advantage at 
the top to five points when 
they are in action on sunday.

“We didn’t have enough. 
For our levels, at what we’ve 
been recently, it was not good 
enough,” said Lampard. 

“It was a big test for us, we 
didn’t pass that test but we 
will in the future.”

Victory lifts everton up to 
seventh and back to within 
one point of the top four.

Quick-fire Almiron
at st James’ Park, newcastle 

made a fast start on their first 
match since a coronavirus 
outbreak at the club led to 
last weekend’s clash with as-
ton Villa being called off.

miguel almiron scored the 
fastest goal in the Premier 
League this season after just 
20 seconds.

West brom levelled through 
darnell Furlong, but dwight 
Gayle scored the winner eight 
minutes from time to lift the 
magpies up to 11th.

Villa are into the top half af-
ter anwar el Ghazi’s last-gasp 
penalty beat Wolves 1-0 in a 
dramatic finale.

the visitors were reduced 
to 10 men five minutes from 
time when douglas Luiz was 
shown a second yellow card.

but nelson semedo’s stop-
page-time foul on John mcGinn 
triggered el Ghazi’s penalty 
before Wolves midfielder Joao 
moutinho was dismissed for 
a second yellow card just mo-
ments from full-time in a frac-
tious local derby. AFP

real madrid inflicts atletico’s 
first league loss in derby win

Joshua knocks out Pulev,  
anticipates Fury fight to 
unify heavyweight titlesreaL madrid (pictured right, aFP) 

reignited their La Liga title push on 
saturday beating leaders atletico (pic-
tured left, aFP) 2-0 as their city rivals 
suffered a first league defeat of the 
season. 

real, who salvaged their champions 
League campaign in midweek by mak-
ing the last 16, moved to third in the 
table, three points behind atletico.

It was a disappointing night for 
diego simeone’s side who had boast-
ed a 26-match unbeaten run in the 
league, stretching back to February.

that was a run which consisted of 
17 wins and nine draws. real had 
been the last team to beat atletico in 
the league.

real coach Zinedine Zidane’s 
team were in front after 15 min-
utes when casemiro headed 
home a corner from toni 
Kroos.

atletico, who also made the 
champions League knockout 
round in midweek, struggled to 
make any impression and star 
striker Luis suarez was an 

anonymous figure 
up front.

real went 
2-0 up after 63 
minutes with Kroos 
again the provider.

his pass eventually 
fell for dani carvajal 
who unleashed a 

30-metre drive which hit the post but 
was diverted into the net by the help-
less Oblak.

the goalkeeper was credited with 
an own-goal for his troubles. It was 
only the fourth goal conceded by the 
usually water-tight atletico defence 
in 11 league games this season.

‘That hurts’
It was a night of frustration with 

simeone’s men managing just one shot 
on target.

“We didn’t have the courage to 
attack, now we have to work and 
improve,” said the argentine. We can 
have a bad game, we can. that hurts, 

yes it hurts.”

E g o s 
too were hurt-

ing
Portuguese star 

Joao Felix showed 
his displeasure at 

being replaced by saul 
on the hour.
suarez allowed himself 

an ironic smile when he 
too was benched in 

favour of Geoffrey Kondogbia in the 
73rd minute.

In stark contrast, Zidane could be 
especially pleased for casemiro who 
had returned from covid-19 quaran-
tine while carvajal had recovered 
from a right leg injury. 

It was a night to remember also for 
captain sergio ramos who was playing 
in a madrid derby for the 43rd time,

atletico, meanwhile, could lose top 
spot on sunday when second-placed 
real sociedad welcome eibar.

barcelona are also in action on sun-
day against Levante and will be under 
intense scrutiny. barca are in such 
disarray that they need a victory 
merely to steady the ship after a 
morale-sapping 3-0 defeat to Juven-

tus in the champions 
League.

the catalans still 
qualified for the last 16, 

but as group runners-up 
Lionel messi and his 

teammates risk drawing one of 
europe’s big names.

after the tumultuous summer 
which almost saw messi depart, bar-
ca and new coach ronald Koeman 
never seem to have recovered. 

they sit an unaccustomed ninth in 
the table with just 14 points from 10 
games. they are 12 points behind 
leaders atletico.

Goalkeeper marc-andre ter stegen 
said a win against modest Levante, 
who have just three points fewer than 
the catalans, was essential.

“We’re playing at home and we can’t 
afford to drop a single point now.” AFP

anthony Joshua said he wants to 
unify all four world heavyweight box-
ing titles in an all-british clash with 
tyson Fury after a dominant ninth 
round knockout of bulgaria’s Kubrat 
Pulev at London’s Wembley arena on 
saturday.

In front of 1,000 fans, with attend-
ance limited due to coronavirus 
restrictions, Joshua ensured there 
was no repeat of a shock defeat in his 
first clash with andy ruiz Jr in 2019 
as the 39-year-old Pulev was swotted 
aside.

attention will now turn to the pos-
sibility of a much-anticipated clash 
with Wbc champion Fury in 2021.

“I’m up for anything. Who wants to 
see anthony Joshua box tyson Fury 
in 2021?” Joshua asked the crowd to 
a chorus of cheers. 

“I started this game in 2013 and I’ve 
been chasing the belts ever since.

“Whoever has got the belt, I would 
love to compete with them. If that is 
tyson Fury then let it be tyson Fury.”

Pulev had lost just once previously 
in his career to Wladimir Klitschko in 
2014, but was outclassed by Joshua, 
who could have had victory wrapped 
up within three rounds.

twice Pulev was given a count by 
the referee in round three after he 
was left flailing on the ropes by an 
explosive burst of punches from 
Joshua.

the IbF, Wba and WbO world 
champion then surprisingly took his 
foot off the accelerator to allow Pulev 

to hang in the fight.
but in round nine three uppercuts 

in quick succession put Pulev back 
on the canvas and this time he did 
not get back up in time as Joshua took 
his career record to 24-1.

an agreement in principle for Josh-
ua and Wbc champion Fury to final-
ly go head-to-head has been in place 
since earlier this year.

“starting from tomorrow, we make 
the tyson Fury fight straight away. It’s 
the only fight to be made in boxing. 
It is the biggest fight in british boxing 
history,” said Joshua’s promoter eddie 
hearn.

“I know he (Joshua) wants it. he is 
the best heavyweight in the world, I 
promise you. he’ll break him down, 
he’ll knock him out.”

Fury also confirmed he wants the 
fight with a post on social media 
shortly after Joshua’s win.

“I want the fight, I want the fight 
next,” said Fury, who has not been in 
the ring since beating deontay Wild-
er in February. 

“I’ll knock him out inside three 
rounds.”

however, Fury could be contractu-
ally obliged to fight Wilder for a third 
time before taking on Joshua.

after the first bout was controver-
sially declared a draw, Wilder acti-
vated a rematch clause following 
Fury’s victory in the second fight.

a third clash between the two was 
postponed earlier this year due to 
coronavirus. AFP

Manchester United’s defender Luke Shaw (left) tackles Manchester City’s midfielder Raheem Sterling (centre) 
during the English Premier League football match between Manchester United and Manchester City. AFP
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