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May Kunmakara

CONSTRUCTION on the new nearly-
$900 million airport project in Siem 
Reap province will be 67 per cent 
complete by the end of next year, 
according to Angkor International 
Airport Investment (Cambodia) Co 
Ltd (AIAI) chairman Lu Wei.

Lu made the remark during a sec-

ond visit by Mao Havannall, the min-
ister in charge of the State Secretariat 
of Civil Aviation (SSCA), to inspect the 
project’s progress on December 23.

While the spread of Covid-19 has 
resulted in unprecedented disrup-
tions, Lu said construction is more 
than 30 per cent complete since the 
project broke ground on March 15.

He said the basement had been 100 

per cent completed, and the ground 
and first floors of the passenger ter-
minal building had been “100 per cent 
concreted”, while the second floor 
had been “25 per cent concreted”.

“On October 15, we started con-
struction of the aircraft fuel depot, 
and on November 1, we started work 
in the f light area. So far, we have 
cleared 80 per cent of the land of the 

construction site,” he said.
Lu also confirmed that the flyover 

construction team started work on 
December 23.

In addition to the thoroughfare 
linking the project to National Road 
6, the company has built an 8km 
road connecting National Road 64 
to the passenger terminal, which 
will be paved soon, he said.

Fence-building and related works 
are underway for a 16.5km section 
of road that connects national roads 
6 and 64, he said.

He said the company is currently in 
talks with Electricite du Cambodge 
(EdC), with plans in the pipeline to 
sign a memorandum of understanding

Niem Chheng

T
HE Kingdom’s bilateral 
trade with neighbour-
ing Vietnam reached a 
record $5.27 billion 

last year, one point among sev-
eral that were lauded by both 
governments in a December 22 
video conference.  

Minister of Foreign Affairs 
and International Coopera-
tion Prak Sokhonn and his 
Vietnamese counterpart Pham 
Binh Minh held the 18th meet-
ing of the Cambodia-Vietnam 
Joint Commission on Eco-
nomic, Cultural, Scientific and 
Technological Cooperation, 
with both sides praising their 
mutual progress and reaffirm-
ing commitments to further 
strengthening cooperation.

The two ministers expressed 
their appreciation for effec-
tive cooperation and mutual 
support in the prevention and 
fight against the Covid-19 pan-
demic while sustaining cross-
border flow of trade in goods 
and maintaining investments.

They both expressed sat-
isfaction with the strong de-
velopment of cross-border 

economic activity as trade 
volumes exceeded target goals 
and pledged to facilitate an ex-
pansion of imports and exports 
between the two countries. 

A press statement by the 
Cambodian foreign ministry 
detailed topics addressed in 
the meeting: “[The two min-
isters] reiterated their strong 
commitment to joint efforts in 
containing illegal [resource-] 
exploitation activities and 
cross-border transportation 
and trading of timber and 
wildlife, and in strengthening 
cooperation in the fields of 
agricultural sanitation, phyto-
sanitary certification, fisher-
ies, farming, livestock produc-
tion and irrigation systems.”

The two nations “have 
agreed to enhance cooperation 
to bring about effective and 
sustainable utilisation, man-
agement and development of 
Mekong water resources and 
also promote environment 
protection and conservation, 
climate-related action, green 
growth and land manage-
ment,” the statement said.

Trade with 
VN crushes 
$5B target

Air pollution led to 1.67M dead in India in 2019

Siem Reap airport to be 67% done by end of 2021

GLOBALLY, India is the coun-
try where air pollution kills 
the most people per year, 
reveals a new report by US 
and Indian researchers. As 
many as 1.67 million deaths 
last year were attributable to 
air pollution – 17.8 per cent of 
all deaths in the country.

Air pollution takes a heavy 

human and economic toll in 
India, a country of about 1.35 
billion people. That’s what an 
alarming report on the subject 
unveiled on December 22 by 
researchers from the Global 
Observatory on Pollution and 
Health at Boston College, the 
Indian Council of Medical 
Research, and the Public Health 

Foundation of India, indicates.
Published in the journal The 

Lancet Planetary Health, the 
study shows that globally last 
year, air pollution was the 
most deadly in India.

In addition, it is the cause of 
colossal economic losses, 
estimated by researchers at 
about $36.8 billion, or 1.36 per 

cent of the country’s gross 
domestic product (GDP).

“Successful reduction of air 
pollution in India would lead 
to substantial benefits for 
both the health of the popula-
tion and the economy,” the 
report’s authors comment.

tearful reunion
a passenger (left) arriving from the uK receives a hug from his father after he went through a covid-19 coronavirus test at sri Guru ram dass 
Jee International airport on the outskirts of the northwestern Indian city of amritsar on tuesday. AFP
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Gov’t receives 
aid materials 
for prisoners
Niem Chheng

T
He General depart-
ment of Prisons has 
received aid mate-
rials from the UN 

Office on drugs and crime 
(UNOdc) for distribution to 
prisoners across the country.

The general department 
deputy director, Nuth Savna, 
said the donations consist 
of face masks, cleaning sup-
plies, and other equipment. 
A decision concerning their 
deployment was pending.

“Hygienic supplies for 3,335 
detainees were donated in 
part by the Japanese govern-
ment through UNOdc in re-
sponse to flooding at m2 [Prey 
Sar Prison] and in banteay 
meanchey [province]. Now 
that the floods have receded, 
we are considering where 
to distribute the materials,” 
Savna said, adding that the 
UN’s response to flooding and 
covid-19 prevention in pris-
ons was also closely coordi-
nated with the International 
committee for the red cross.

“So far, the assistance from 
the two donors has yet to be 
distributed to the target ar-
eas. We are assessing the situ-
ation regarding the needs of 
each target area, and then we 
will distribute those materials 
accordingly,” he said.

UN resident coordinator to 
cambodia Pauline Tamesis 
told The Post on december 23 
that the UN mission has pro-
vided a wide range of support 
to cambodia’s prison system 
for over 20 years through its 
various agencies. Support has 
included consumable materi-
als, legal and policy develop-
ment, prison system moderni-
sation and professionalism 
training as well as prison mon-
itoring and related advocacy.

Tamesis said the UN team 
met with the prison general 
department’s director-general 
and visited the Phnom Penh-
area prisons affected by Octo-
ber flooding. UNOdc assis-
tance delivered on december 
22 covered priority medicines, 
hygiene kits and other sup-
plies requested by the general 
department, she said. 

When battambang province 
was flooded in October, the 
Office of the UN High com-
missioner for Human rights 
provided 950 sandbags to the 
provincial prison and delivered 
sanitary supplies to the prison 
general department, including 
soaps, detergents, sanitary pads, 
toothpaste and toothbrushes, 
to improve hygiene in prisons 
within the context of covid-19 
prevention efforts, Tamesis said.

 She said UNIceF also pro-
vided soap to 1,000 juvenile 
and female prisoners evacu-
ated from banteay meanchey 
to Siem reap prison during 
the October floods.

“The UN considers the health 
of prisoners to be part of public 
health concerns, particularly in 
the context of the current covid-
19 pandemic. It is the responsi-
bility of the state to put in place 
the provisions of healthcare for 
prisoners and detainees and 
ensure that they enjoy the same 
standards of healthcare that are 
available in the country for the 
general public.

“The UN in cambodia has 
consistently engaged with lo-
cal authorities and encouraged 
them to take all necessary mea-
sures to ensure that prisoners 
and detainees are not neglect-
ed and that they have equal 
and equitable access to public 
health measures,” Tamesis said.

As of march 2020, there are 
nearly 39,000 prisoners and de-
tainees across the country.

Nec’s voter list decision upheld

rubbish burning sparks forest fire fears

Nov Sivutha

THe constitutional coun-
cil of cambodia (ccc) has 
upheld the decision by the 
National election commit-
tee (Nec) in relation to com-
plaints about names deleted 
from the voter registration 
list, filed by the League for 
democracy Party (LdP). 

ccc spokesman Prom Vi-
chet Akara told The Post on 
december 23 that the ccc 
had decided to not entertain 
the complaints and announce 
the final decision. 

citing reasons for the deci-
sion, the council said the LdP 
did not attend a second hear-
ing. That amounted to waiving 
the right to demand a solution.

The ccc received 95 com-
plaints from the LdP over names 
deleted from the voter list.  

To date, the ccc has ad-
dressed 28 complaints at 
the first time and 23 for the 
second time. The remaining 
complaints will be addressed 
on december 25. 

Although the LdP did not 
send a representative to attend 
the hearing, the procedure still 
moved forward as usual with-
out delay. Vichet Akara said 
that attending it or not is the 
right of the complainant. 

“but we still don’t know 
how the ccc will make a de-
cision this coming Friday. It 
depends on the ccc and at-
tendance of the complainant 
and presentation of evidence 
of his party,” he said.

LdP spokesman e Sangleng 
said the ccc’s decisions were 
unjust. He said even though 

the ccc claimed that it was 
correct, the procedure to ad-
dress the complaints was 
unjust and not transparent 
because the hearing was not 
broadcast live in public. 

“All of this is for the public 
to know, it is not a private 
matter because it is a nation-
al issue. Inside the ccc room, 
there is no justice. but outside 
it, members of the ccc said it 
is correct. In other words, we 
have to debate this matter. 
They had made the decision 
in advance,” he said. 

Sam Sokuntheamy, the ex-
ecutive director of the Neu-
tral and Impartial committee 

for Free and Fair elections in 
cambodia (NIcFec), said the 
LdP seemed to be unhappy 
about the ccc’s decision to 
the point of boycotting the 
second hearing. The hearing 
seemed to have been held for 
a short time and questioning 
sessions were short, making 
the complainant unsatisfied. 

“The ccc should have pro-
vided equal opportunities and 
[sufficient] times to both sides, 
especially allowing the plain-
tiff to present evidence. more-
over, the decision seemed to 
be too quick. It is like a coordi-
nated hearing,” he said.

Nec deputy secretary-gen-

eral Som Sorida welcomed the 
ccc’s decision, which he said 
was in line with the earlier so-
lution put forward by the Nec.  

“The Nec had gone to 
conduct research study into 
the cases and addressed the 
LdP’s complaints in a com-
plete, detailed and investiga-
tive manner.

“The ccc understands and 
believes in the Nec’s deci-
sion, which is based on the 
law,” he said.

Sorida said that following the 
ccc’s decision, the Nec will 
now have to prepare a valid 
voting list this year and it will 
be posted on december 31.

Khouth Sophak Chakrya

THe burning of grass and rub-
bish on plantations along the 
base of the bokor mountain 
in Kampot province is rais-
ing concerns of wildfires and 
harmful air pollution. 

Kampot provincial depart-
ment of environment direc-
tor Suy Thea told The Post that 
during this cold season, burn-
ing activities on plantation 
land by people along the slope 
of the bokor mountain are 
occurring with alarming fre-
quency despite efforts by ex-
perts and local authorities to 
educate local residents about 
the dangers of such fires and 
put a stop to the practice. 

He said that in villages 
across the province, people 
have been cutting and burn-
ing grass on their plantations 
almost every day since the 
cold season arrived. 

“even though their burning 
in those villages has not yet led 
to wildfires, we fear that the 
smoke emanating from their 
fires causes air pollution that 
impacts public health and the 
environment,” Thea said.

He explained that in addi-
tion to the people burning 
grass and rubbish on planta-
tions, a majority of people 
also continue burning plastic 
waste around their houses or 
nearby public roads in the 
bokor National Park area. He 
was concerned that an ac-
cident at any burning site 
could spread into a wildfire 

that would reach the park.
Thea urged all rangers to in-

crease patrols and crackdown 
on violations, especially inci-
dences of burning grass that 
encroach on forest land. It 
was imperative to prevent 
fires from affecting protected 
and conserved areas, he said, 
adding that provincial and lo-
cal authorities would need to 
cooperate routinely. 

boeung Touk commune po-
lice chief Nguon mach told 
The Post that because this 
season has been humid and 
conducive to growing crops, 
many people in his commune 
had cleared and burned grass 
and small wooded areas on 

their lands for planting.
“When they burn grass and 

wood on their plantations, 
forests in protected areas 
nearby are damaged even 
when they do not cause wild-
fires,” he said.

Andong Khmer commune 
acting police chief Nget chan-
dara said authorities had fre-
quently instructed villagers to 
stop burning on their planta-
tions, but some did not heed 
the directions. 

“burning grass and trees as 
well as plastic and other rub-
bish on household compounds 
or along public roads in the 
village are all banned because 
these activities could easily 

lead to a disaster. Unfortunate-
ly, not all villagers comply with 
our instructions,” he said.

ministry of Interior’s fire 
prevention department di-
rector Neth Vantha said fail-
ure to follow mandates by 
authorities is a violation pun-
ishable by criminal charges. If 
an illegal fire led to a disaster 
causing damage to property 
or deaths, those responsible 
would be penalised under the 
law on fire prevention and 
sub-decrees 131 and 87.

“burning rubbish, grass or 
trees in this windy season 
might cause catastrophe. 
Proper waste disposal is im-
portant. People should gather 
plastic and other waste for 
disposal by [rubbish] collec-
tion agents,” he said.

In 2016, incidents of clear-
ing and burning forests 
caused wildfires across the 
country. Thousands of hect-
ares of protected areas were 
burned in provinces around 
the Tonle Sap Lake.

Since then, the ministry 
of Agriculture, Forestry and 
Fisheries and the ministry of 
environment have issued a 
joint directive on “measures 
to protect and stop wildfires 
in natural protected areas 
and biodiversity conserva-
tion corridors” urging all rel-
evant parties to cooperate 
for effective implementation. 
The directive banned people 
from using fire as a means of 
poaching or forest or grass 
lands clearing. 

Members of the Constiturtional Council of Cambodia (CCC). The CCC has upheld the decision by the National 
Election Committee (NEC) in relation to complaints filed by the League for Democracy Party. ccc

Grass and rubbish burning on plantations along the base of Bokor 
Montain in Kampot is raising concerns of wildfires. SUPPLIED
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ministry explains new UK covid-19 strain
Mom Kunthear
 

m
INISTrY of Health 
s p o k e s w o m a n 
Or Vandine ad-
dressed the new 

mutation of the covid-19 vi-
rus that was found in england, 
saying that research was un-
derway in multiple countries.

The new variant of covid-
19 has been named SArS-
coV-2 VUI 202012/01, with 
the extension of the acronym 
representing ‘Variant Under 
Investigation in december 
2020’. It was first detected in 
test samples taken in eng-
land’s southeast county of 
Kent in September and is now 
spreading rapidly.

bbc reports on decem-
ber 20 said that cases of the 
new variant had been identi-
fied in denmark, the Neth-
erlands, belgium, Italy and 
Australia. Initial studies in 
england suggest that the 
new variant might be more 
contagious than others.

Vandine said: “Investigations 
in england and the eU are un-
derway to determine the vari-
ant’s communicability and se-
verity of infection and whether 
it will have any impact on the 
efficacy of vaccines or lead to 

re-infection of individuals. I 
would like to be clear that this 
new variant of the virus does 
not affect diagnostic processes 
used in cambodia.”

She said cambodia is cur-
rently awaiting a determina-
tion as to which covid-19 
vaccine would be distributed 
to member countries by the 

cOVAX Facility as well as prior 
assessments of that vaccine 
with conclusive results about 
its efficacy and safety.

In the meantime, she re-
minded cambodians to carry 
out precautionary measures 
consistently and remember 
the “do’s and don’ts” advised 
by Prime minister Hun Sen.

The public is urged to wear 
masks, wash hands and main-
tain social distancing while 
avoiding unventilated indoor 
spaces, crowds, and physical 
contact with others including 
shaking hands, hugging, stand-
ing closely together or touch-
ing. People must adapt to the 
new normal, Vandine said.

She also advised that proper 
use of disinfectant sprays and 
sanitisers made with alcohol 
was very useful and does not 
adversely affect human health. 
It was important, however, to 
prevent such products from 
entering people’s bodies. Use 
on clothes is also acceptable. 

“Spraying disinfectant over 
clothes or shoes to kill the vi-
rus is good. It is not a problem 
at all.  Please avoid directly 
spraying disinfectant on bod-
ies. It could affect the eyes or 
mouth or be inhaled uninten-
tionally,” Vandine explained.

meanwhile, the cambodian 
embassy in Thailand issued 
guidance for migrant workers 
after the Thai ministry of La-
bour issued new detailed direc-
tives and called for cooperation 
from employers nationwide in 
implementing covid-19 pro-
tection and control measures.

“They [employers] must 
measure temperatures of 
foreign workers in case their 
temperatures are too high or 
there are other unusual symp-
toms.  They are to prepare al-
cohol for washing hands in the 
workplace at exits, entrances 
and bathrooms. All foreign 
workers must wear masks and 
gloves and maintain physical 

separation while at work. [em-
ployers] are responsible for 
explaining to and instructing 
foreign workers about covid-
19 protective methods,” said 
the Thai labour ministry. 

The embassy called for 
cambodians in Thailand to 
continue cooperating with in-
structions from the local gov-
ernment, including abiding by 
any restrictions of movement, 
and asked them to remain vig-
ilant in protecting their own 
health in order to stop further 
spread of the disease. 

The cambodian health 
ministry announced on de-
cember 23 that no new cases 
of covid-19 had been detect-
ed in the country while two 
more patients had recovered, 
leaving only 14 still undergo-
ing treatment. 

both recovering individu-
als are cambodian nationals 
– a 21 year-old female bank 
employee from chbar Ampov 
district’s Veal Sbov commune 
in Phnom Penh who was in-
fected in conjunction with 
the November 28 community 
transmission event and a 26 
year-old male from Kampot 
province’s dang Tong district 
who had recently travelled 
from Japan via South Korea.

Probe launched into land row involving 500 families
Voun Dara

THe Preah Sihanouk Provincial 
Administration and the O’Oknha 
Heng commune authority are inves-
tigating a land dispute involving 500 
families living in O’Oknha Heng and 
O’Ta Sek villages that recently erupt-
ed into violence. In their initial con-
clusion, the authorities said the vil-
lagers are not squatters as alleged. 

Provincial hall spokesman Kheang 
Phearum told The Post that the 
authorities had divided their investi-
gation between two separate but 
related issues, with the first being the 
dispute over ownership or use of land 
and the second being the violence that 
had taken place against the villagers.

The violence erupted when a group 
of people working for an outside claim-
ant to the land attacked a group of vil-
lagers residing there on december 20.

According to Phearum, the provin-
cial administration had already 
assigned a joint working group to 
conduct a thorough investigation of 
the disputed land issue on Septem-
ber 11, with instructions to summa-
rise the survey report for the provin-
cial leadership who would then make 
a decision as to its resolution.

“The provincial administration is 
not calling the people living in 
O’Oknha Heng commune squatters, 
we must not use that word, it is a very 
serious accusation,” Phearum said.

Phearum said that in order to avoid 
any further incidents of violence, the 
provincial administration had request-
ed that the parties involved, including 
the current residents, maintain the 
status quo for the time being. 

He also noted that any changes or 
activities undertaken in regards to the 
land by the parties to the dispute would 
only hinder the investigation with 
added complications at this point.

The provincial administration also 
requested that all stakeholders 
remain patient and await the results 
of the investigation as the inquiry 
should be completed soon.

O’Oknha Heng commune chief Kao 
Leng said the authorities did not con-

sider the more than 500 families liv-
ing in the commune to have occupied 
the land illegally or to have ever 
intentionally caused any disorder or 
confusion regarding the status of the 
land in order to acquire it.

“Whoever says that the people in 
this commune are squatters don’t 
know what they are talking about. 
These people have been living here 
for many years. They shouldn’t be 
called that,” he said.

Touch Ay, 57, was walking to buy food 
at the market when she passed by the 
concrete house surrounded by five jack-
fruit trees where the violence between 
the men sent by the people now claim-
ing to own the land and some of the 
villagers took place on december 20.

She said she had been living in the 
village for the past 27 years and that 
there had never been any prior land 
disputes within the community, a place 
where she said people had always lived 
together peacefully and in solidarity. 

She said the peaceful way of life 
long enjoyed by the residents had 
been interrupted over the past three 
months when someone named Phe-
un Phalla started making claims of 
ownership of the land. She said Phal-
la’s men began harassing the villagers 
and aggressively confronting them 
when they would attempt to con-
struct any new buildings.

The december 20 violence occurred 
when a group of about 10 of Phalla’s 
men came around to watch the vil-
lager’s activities and intimidate them. 
When they saw that some villagers 
were building new houses they ordered 
them to stop, and when their demands 
were ignored, they allegedly assaulted 
the villagers and demolished the par-
tially completed structures.

Provincial police chief chuon Narin 
said the police and prosecutors are 
currently searching for eight suspects 
who are accused of assaulting sev-
eral villagers and of having used 
weapons when doing so. 

“I’ve alerted all relevant officials in 
the area and requested their assist-
ance in finding those responsible for 
the attack. We have to thoroughly 

investigate these crimes and appre-
hend everyone who perpetrated any 
violence or caused damage to other 
people’s property,” Narin said.

As of december 23, The Post had not 
been able to contact Phalla for com-
ment regarding the december 20 inci-
dent and his claims of land ownership 
in O’Oknha Heng commune. 

However, Phearum confirmed that 
the provincial administration had 
received a letter from Phalla requesting 
a land allocation in the commune three 
months ago. He noted that Phalla had 
yet to appear there in person to pursue 
these claims directly and had so far only 
sent representatives to act in his place.

According to Kong Sokha, a 62-year-
old resident of O’Oknha Heng village, 
the dispute stems from events that 
occurred over two decades ago. 

Sokha’s background lends credibil-
ity to his version of the events that led 
to the present dispute. In summary, 
he told The Post that in 1979 he was 
the vice-president of the Preah Siha-
nouk Youth League and in 1998 
became an office chief at the provin-
cial department of environment, 
where he remained until his retire-
ment about six years ago. 

He recalled that from 1991 to 1993 
there was a private company operat-
ing in the area owned by a Taiwanese 

land trader. The land trader had at 
one point approached the village 
chief with an offer to buy hundreds 
of hectares of land in this area. 

His plans were interrupted on 
November 1, 1993, by a royal decree 
that established the area as part of 
the ream National Park. The park 
covers 21,000ha with four communes 
– ream, O’Oknha Heng, boeung Ta 
Prohm and O’chrov.

Sokha explained to The Post that 
O’Oknha Heng commune is made up 
in part by two villages – O’Ta Sek and 
O’Oknha Heng – both of which are 
considered to be within the publicly 
held portion of the Preah Sihanouk 
ream National Park. He said many of 
the villagers had been living on the 
land as far back as 1993 and some of 
them had taken up residence there 
even earlier than that.

“In this community, people have 
the right to harvest from the forest 
and they have always lived here in 
this manner with the full acknowl-
edgement of the authorities that they 
did so legally,” he said.

After the park was established in 
1993, people could then only legally 
sell their land with permission from 
the village chief and the commune 
chief, who acted as signatories for 
the transactions. 

Since 1993, the people of these two 
villages have successfully borrowed at 
least $10 million from various banks 
using the land as collateral. The will-
ingness of the banks to lend money to 
the villagers over the years was a clear 
indication that the bank recognised 
the legitimacy of their claims to the 
land because a clear confirmation of 
their rights to it had long been estab-
lished by the village and commune 
authorities, according to Sokha.

“It is not possible to seriously 
accuse the people living here of 
squatting on this land illegally, 
because they have relied on the land 
for many years and with full public 
acknowledgement of their right to do 
so. The authorities have been well-
informed about their presence and 
they have a valid residence permit 
through the commune chief for five 
mandates already,” he said.

The government issued a sub-decree 
regarding the land in 2017 when the 
ministry of environment requested the 
allocation of 1,122ha of the land from 
ream National Park for use by three 
villages – O’Oknha Heng, O’Ko Ki, and 
Smach deng in ream commune. 

O’Oknha Heng was allocated 
99.29ha with the exact boundaries 
established by GPS coordinates, and 
the village remains located at those 
same coordinates today.

“[Provincial governor] Kuoch 
chamroeun is currently in charge of 
the situation and the implementa-
tion of the government’s long-term 
planning. He has assigned a working 
group to measure land for allocation 
to more people and the surveyors 
have gradually been making those 
measurements,” Sokha said.

“We recognise that the government 
has taken great care to try and do this 
the right way, but unfortunately, unscru-
pulous individuals have now presented 
themselves as the rightful owners of the 
land, saying that they had at some point 
inherited it from the Taiwanese land 
trader, who they claim had legally pur-
chased it back in 1993. And so now they 
say they own O’Oknha Heng commune 
as private land,” he said.

A migrant worker has her temperature checked in Oddar Meanchey province after returning from Thailand 
on Monday. Oddar Meanchey PrOvincial hall

The authorities did not consider the more than 500 families living in the commune to 
have occupied the land illegally or to have ever intentionally caused any disorder or 
confusion regarding the status of the land in order to acquire it. hOnG Menea
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Three provinces spruce up irrigation systems
Khouth Sophak Chakrya

A
GrIcULTUre and 
water resources offi-
cials in the provinces 
of Pursat, battam-

bang and banteay meanchey 
are continuing to rehabilitate 
and expand a number of sub-
canal systems while also re-
pairing and raising the height 
of dams used to store water for 
irrigating dry season crops.

Yim bun rom, director of the 
banteay meanchey provincial 
department of Water resourc-
es and meteorology, told The 
Post that after they finish re-
pairing the dams, which were 
damaged by the recent floods, 
his team would cooperate with 
agriculture officials and local 
authorities to help dig, restore 
and expand some sub-canal 
systems to facilitate the use 
of water by farmers who have 
rice fields in the highlands.

“We are working to restore 
some sub-canals and streams 
to make it easier to convey 
water for irrigating the farm-
ers’ dry-season rice crop in 
the highlands,” he said.

According to bun rom, the 
experience of having a water 
shortage last year has made 
most farmers aware of the 
potential water-related prob-
lems that could disrupt farm-
ing in their region and they 
have been actively working 
with officials on the restora-
tion of the irrigation system. 

He added that in February 
2021, some dry-season rice 

fields in this province may 
very well have to contend with 
water shortages, especially in 
mongkol borei district’s Soeu 
commune, which is located 
in a highlands area that is far 
from any irrigation systems.

Pang Vannaseth, director of 
the banteay meanchey pro-
vincial department of Agri-
culture, Forestry and Fisher-
ies, also shared his concerns 
about water scarcity after 
seeing local farmers grow up 
to 250 per cent more dry-sea-
son rice than planned, which 

requires a lot of water.
“In the dry-season rice cul-

tivation plan for 2020-2021, 
farmers in mongkol borei dis-
trict, where dry-season rice 
fields are located in the high-
lands and far from water sourc-
es, are supposed to be limited 
to only 2,000ha, but they have 
planted up to 5,000ha which 
makes us very concerned [about 
water shortages],” he said.

According to Vannaseth, 
in the wake of the flooding 
this season, rice cultivation 
has reached 100 per cent ca-

pacity on 19,000ha and dry-
season rice has provided an 
excess of 10 per cent beyond 
the 20,000ha that had been 
planned for the entire prov-
ince, with farmers having cul-
tivated up to 22,000ha.

meanwhile, battambang 
provincial water resources de-
partment director Long Phalkun 
told The Post that the work of 
digging, restoring and con-
necting sub-canals to the main 
canal system in order to access 
the water in the dam reservoir, 
which is about 120km away 

from the dry-season rice fields 
in moung russey, rukhak Kiri 
and Kors Kralor districts, is 
now almost 100 per cent done 
in the upper regions.

“At the moment, our team 
is continuing with restoration 
work and upgrades to the dam. 
It is currently paved with red 
gravel and we are reinforcing it 
with concrete to strengthen the 
dam, and also to better facili-
tate travel by water,” he said.

According to Phalkun, the 
water resources ministry 
plans to expand and rehabili-
tate several large irrigation 
systems in the province to en-
sure a sustainable water sup-
ply and irrigation system.

“Overall, water supply for 
the upcoming dry season 
will not be a challenge for the 
people of battambang, unless 
there is an urgent interven-
tion from our provincial bor-
der authorities,” he said.

Similarly, Pursat provincial 
water resources department 
director Keo Vay told The Post 
that the rehabilitation of some 
dams and gates that had been 
damaged by the floods had 
been successfully completed 
and that his department was 
now focused on water man-
agement for agricultural sup-
ply in the dry season.

“At the moment, we have 
two large reservoirs with a to-
tal capacity of 50 million cu-
bic metres which can guaran-
tee the irrigation of 30,000ha 
of dry-season rice,” he said.

However, Pursat provin-

cial agriculture department 
director Lay Piseth said on 
december 21 that after the 
floods, rice cultivation had 
reached 17,500ha when the 
original cultivation plan was 
only for 12,000ha across the 
entire province.

“We haven’t collected data 
from all districts and towns 
yet for dry-season rice culti-
vation for 2020-2021. but the 
data on rice cultivation after 
the flood is 100 per cent com-
plete,” he said.

According to the data, water 
supply for agriculture in the 
dry season may not be suf-
ficient if farmers grow more 
than planned.

Separately, in Tbong Kh-
mum province’s Kroch chh-
mar district, water resources 
officials and local authorities 
are working together to pump 
water from Prek chhong, lo-
cated in a low-lying area, in or-
der to supply water to boeung 
chheuteal, a highland area, to 
try to save 217ha of dry-sea-
son rice grown by farmers in 
Prek Achi commune, which is 
facing water shortages.

Prek Achi commune chief Hy 
Ly Houv told The Post on de-
cember 21 that because this year 
water had not flooded into any 
of the lakes in his commune, 
the farmers, whose farmland 
lies in the highland areas, are 
faced with a water shortage.

“We have cooperated with  
water resources officials to pump 
water from Prek chhong to res-
cue our farmers,” he said.

A mobile machine is installed to pump water and irrigate the dry-season crop of paddy in Tbong Khmum 
province on December 19. MINISTRY OF WATER RESOURCES AND METEOROLOGY



Continued from page 1

Both countries signed the 
Agreement on Border Health 
Quarantine in 2006, and the 
ministers said they will con-
tinue to effectively uphold 
the agreement and cooperate 
closely in responding to and 
preventing the spread of Covid-
19 and other outbreaks at the 
borders in a timely manner. 

Regarding the shared border, 
the ministry explained that 
both sides repeated their ded-
ication to respecting and fully 
implementing all relevant bor-
der treaties and agreements 
they had previously signed. 
The Joint Commissions on 
Demarcation and Adornment 
for Land Boundaries would 
actively work towards finding 
mutually acceptable solutions 
in accordance with interna-
tional law for the 16 per cent 
of the land boundary which 
remains undemarcated.

To that end, Sokhonn and 
Minh exchanged instruments of 
ratification for the Supplemen-
tary Treaty to the 1985 Treaty 
on Delimitation of the National 
Boundary, the 2005 Supplemen-
tary Treaty and the Protocol on 
the Demarcation and Marker 
Planting of the Land Boundary.

Koy Pisey, vice-chairwoman 
of the Cambodia Border Affairs 
Committee, hailed the progress 
as a “historic milestone”. 

National
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Khouth Sophak Chakrya

A MeMBeR of a fishing com-
munity found the carcass 
of an older female dolphin 
in Sambok village in Kratie 
province’s Chitr Borei district 
on December 22, about 500m 
from the Kampi dolphin site.

Mok Ponlok, director of the 
provincial Fisheries Admin-
istration, said on December 
23 that the female dolphin 
weighed 201kg and was 2.3m 
in length. It had previously 
been tagged by scientists and 
was identified as dolphin ID-
95, an animal that was known 
to be living in the Kampi dol-
phin conservation zone.

 “I think the reality is that this 
dolphin simply died of old age 
because its teeth were eroded, 
both above and below, and 
there are no bruises or scratch-
es on its body or tail,” he said.

According to Ponlok, after 
verifying the animal’s identity 
and taking measurements, the 
team had decided to take a tis-
sue sample to be kept for pos-
sible study at the provincial 
branch of World Wildlife Fund 
in Cambodia WWF-Cambodia.

Sao Sinoeun, a fisherman 
from the Sambok commu-
nity, found the dolphin’s car-
cass floating in the water and 
reported it to a ranger.

“I was very sorry to find 
the dolphin in such a state. It 
probably died last night [De-
cember 21], because the car-

cass was still fresh and in good 
condition, and there were no 
injuries to it at all,” he said.

Tep Asarith, WWF-Cam-
bodia’s public affairs and in-
formation manager, told The 
Post on December 23 that a 
dolphin expert who was called 
in to the scene verified that it 
was a female dolphin and es-
timated that it was probably 
between 27 and 30 years old, 
having died of old age.    

The Mekong River dolphin 
is an extremely rare animal 
and listed as critically endan-
gered by the International 
Union for the Conservation 
of Nature (IUCN). 

A number of different organi-
sations have made efforts to-
wards its conservation includ-
ing the WWF- Cambodia, which 
have cooperated closely with 
the government to try to pro-
tect the remaining dolphins.

Ouk Vibol, director of the 
Department of Fisheries Con-
servation under the Ministry 
of Agriculture, Forestry and 
Fisheries, said on December 
23 that, there are between 120 
and 130 dolphins, including 
newborns, still living in the 
Mekong River in Kratie and 
Stung Treng provinces. 

However, he also noted 
that there are only 89 female 
dolphins of breeding age cur-
rently, a drop from 2017 when 
there were over 90 of them in-
habiting Cambodia’s stretch 
of the Mekong. 

Female dolphin found 
dead in Kratie province

Ibis Rice warehouse officially opens

K Chhnang villages powered by solar

Long Kimmarita

T
He Ministry of environment 
and Wildlife Conservation So-
ciety (WCS Cambodia) have 
officially opened the IBIS Rice 

Conservation Company warehouse.
The warehouse will store rice for the 

IBIS Rice Conservation Co Ltd (IBIS 
Rice) as part of their efforts towards 
the conservation of the endangered 
Giant Ibis, which they primarily un-
dertake by purchasing organic jas-
mine rice at premium prices from 
farmers who commit to both protect-
ing the forest and stopping poaching.

An opening ceremony took place 
at the warehouse, located in Phnom 
Penh’s Phsar Doeum Thkov district, 
on December 22.  

environment minister Say Sam Al 
said the rice’s winning combination of 
being both wildlife-friendly and certi-
fied as organic would ensure that it 
fetched premium prices in high value 
markets around the world. 

Sam Al was hopeful that the com-
pany would continue purchasing the 
rice from farmers who have fully em-
braced the goals of the project and 
were rigorous in their implementa-
tion of it at a high price and that the 
ministry will continue to support the 
project in the future. 

“The minister encourages farmers 
living within the protected areas to join 
it and actively support conservation 
efforts. I would suggest that WCS and 
Sansom Mlup Prey Organisation [SMP] 
expand the project to other protected 
areas and encourage the Cambodian 
people to support IBIS rice,” he said.

In 2017, the IBIS Rice was incorpo-
rated by WCS Cambodia to better ful-
fil the market potential of the jasmine 
rice their environmental conserva-

tion programme had been purchas-
ing from Cambodian farmers by mar-
keting it internationally as a premium 
consumer product while also scaling 
up its production. 

IBIS Rice now works with 1,500 wild-
life-friendly farmers and pays them a 
premium of 50 per cent above market 
price for their organic and wildlife-
friendly jasmine rice.

According to a joint press release from 
the environment ministry, WCS Cambo-
dia, IBIS Rice and SMP, the farmers tak-
ing part in the programme have com-
mitted to no logging, no hunting and no 
use of chemicals — thereby protecting 
the natural ecosystem and its wildlife.

“In 2009, WCS, with the support of 
the Royal Government of Cambodia, 
developed the Ibis Rice project as a 
conservation tool. The objective was 
to incentivise local communities to 
engage in conservation through the 

purchase of organic jasmine rice at a 
premium from farmers who commit-
ted to protecting the forest and to stop 
hunting,” the press release said. 

It said the project has improved local 
livelihoods while addressing the prin-
cipal threat to critically endangered 
species, including the Giant Ibis and 
their habitat, through the conversion 
of forest and wetlands to rice fields. 

The Giant Ibis is the largest species 
of ibis worldwide and, owing to its 
rarity, holds near-mythic status for 
bird-watchers and conservationists. 

The majestic bird is classified as crit-
ically endangered, predominantly due 
to the effects of human encroachment 
on its natural habitat and hunting. 

The remaining population of these 
birds is concentrated in northern 
Cambodia, according to the environ-
ment ministry.

Ibis Rice CeO Nick Spencer said the 

enterprise was, of course, named after 
the Giant Ibis, Cambodia’s national bird.

Spencer added that customers sup-
port the company’s values and appreci-
ate the quality of its wildlife-friendly rice. 
They also like that the rice is produced in 
accordance with organic principles. 

But he felt that the real key to their 
success and retaining their custom-
er’s ongoing support was the fact that 
their product is the direct result of 
ongoing conservation efforts that also 
bring about an improvement in the 
farmers’ livelihoods.

“To deliver the consumer a product 
they can trust, we have strict compli-
ance [procedures] the farmers need 
to follow, and in turn our business can 
pass that value back to farmers. Howev-
er, there are pressures and risks to this 
way of farming [such as] when forest is 
cleared and chemicals are used by new-
comers to the communities,” he said.

WCS country programme director 
Ken Serey Rotha also said that achiev-
ing conservation work requires all 
stakeholders to work closely with com-
munities in wildlife sanctuaries to en-
sure that their aspirations are met.

“The habitat within the wildlife sanc-
tuaries where communities of people 
live can be successfully protected. IBIS 
Rice is a globally recognised example 
of that,” said Serey Rotha.

“At the same time, in order to suc-
ceed at conservation the communi-
ties within those wildlife sanctuaries 
must be taken care of and protected 
as well, and their needs must not be 
neglected,” he said. 

According to the environment minis-
try, the project has contributed to im-
proving the livelihoods of participating 
farmers as well as reducing deforesta-
tion by 75 per cent in areas where those 
farmers live and cultivate rice.

Nov Sivutha

THe Ministry of Mines and 
energy – in collaboration with 
the UN Development Pro-
gramme (UNDP) in Cambo-
dia and with funding provided 
by the Swedish government 
– has launched a pilot proj-
ect for a solar energy micro 
grid in three villages within 
two communes of Kampong 
Chhnang province’s Boribor 
district to provide energy for 
both homes and businesses.

Victor Jona, director-gen-
eral of the ministry’s General 
Department of Mines and 
energy, told The Post on De-
cember 22 that the solar en-
ergy micro grid was set up in 
the three villages on a remote 
island in Kampong Chhnang 
province for 140 households.  

“The solar energy grid proj-
ect is not a new thing for Cam-
bodia. In the past, through 
the Rural electrification Fund 
managed by the electricity 
Authority of Cambodia, solar 
energy has been distributed 
and sold to people in rural ar-
eas and so far there are more 
than 10,000 households being 
powered that way,” he said.

According to Jona, even 
though this project was rela-
tively small in scale given that 
it only provided power to 140 
households at a total cost 
of $30-$40,000, it was a wel-
come development because 
it supported the govern-
ment’s strategy to promote 
rural electricity in Cambodia.

Jona added that the project 
would make a great deal of dif-
ference to the children of those 
140 households who would 
now have the ability to study at 
home in the evening. Increased 
knowledge and education, he 
said, would ultimately serve to 
reduce poverty in the country.

In a Facebook post, the 
UNDP Cambodia said that if 
the programme proves to be 
successful it could potentially 
be implemented on a much 
wider scale. 

“If successful, this pilot 

project could be replicated 
in 237 other off-grid villages 
across Cambodia,” it said.

Stung Chrov village chief 
Ke Song said the three vil-
lages that had received access 
to power from the solar grid 
were Stung Chrov and Prek 
Spean in Kampong Preah 
Koki commune and Ta Dork 
in Kampong Leng commune.

Song said the people in his vil-
lage were thankful to the UNDP 
for this project because up un-
til now there had not been any 
electricity there aside from 

small diesel fuel generators. 
“In my village, 77 house-

holds have been set up [with 
power]. This is a project that 
really benefits people and 
there are other villages where 
solar power would be good to 
use too,” he said.

According to an energy min-
istry report, Cambodia has pro-
vided electricity to more than 97 
per cent of all villages across the 
country. The ministry had previ-
ously announced a goal to pro-
vide electricity to 100 per cent of 
all villages by 2021 or 2022.

The Ibis Rice warehouse in Phnom Penh’s Chamkarmon district. environment ministry

A remote island in Kampong Chhnang province where solar energy micro grid has been installed. ministry of 
mines and energy 

Cambodia, 
Vietnam set 
to contain 
pandemic 
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WHILe 2020 has been a suc-
cessful year for Vietnamese 
rice exports, more must be 
done to accelerate the devel-
opment of the national rice 
brand, experts have said.

rice export prices in Viet-
nam jumped to their highest 
point since december 2011 
last week, as a shortage of con-
tainers sent freight rates soar-
ing and pushed Thai prices to 
a near four-month peak.

Prices for Vietnam’s five per 
cent broken rice hit $500 per 
tonne, from the previous week’s 
$470-490, reuters reported.

A shortage of containers 
has made it difficult for trad-
ers to ship rice to customers, 
a trader based in the mekong 
province of An Giang said.

For instance, freight rates 
for a 20-feet container to Af-
rica have risen to $5,000 from 
$1,500 a couple of months 
ago, the trader said, accord-
ing to reuters.

meanwhile, at the World 
rice Trade conference 2020 
held by The rice Trader (TrT) 
earlier this month, Vietnam-
ese rice ST25 was named the 
second-best rice in the world. 
Last year, it was given first 
prize in the Philippine capital 
of manila.

The TrT World rice con-
ference is the largest annual 
gathering of commercial and 
professional rice industry 
participants in the world.

This is good news for Viet-
namese rice and rice exports 
are forecast to grow strongly 
in the future.

The prize is also an oppor-
tunity to develop stronger 
branding for Vietnamese rice, 
according to the agricultural 
experts, because after more 
than 30 years of exporting, 
Vietnam’s rice industry only 
has a national brand logo.

Thailand and cambodia 
have branded their rice to im-
prove promotion activities on 
the global market and create 
confidence in product qual-
ity.

Therefore, their rice prod-
ucts have higher selling 
prices, cong Trung An High-
Tech Agriculture JSc director-
general Pham Thai binh told 
Nhip cau Dau tu (Investment 
Bridge) newspaper.

meanwhile, local traders 
could not get higher prices 
for their high-quality rice 
without a national brand, he 
said.

Vietnam is among the 
world’s top rice exporters with 
a total export value ranking 
second highest in the world. 
Prime minister Nguyen Xuan 
Phuc recently approved a 
project to further develop 
Vietnam’s rice brand.

Specifically, by 2030, Viet-
nam hopes to have stable, 
efficient and sustainable re-
gions producing rice for ex-
port to build Vietnamese rice 

into the world’s leading brand 
in food quality and safety.

The project calls for Viet-
nam to restructure the rice 
production industry with 
investment in certain variet-
ies to increase the value of 
their rice seeds. However, in 
the mekong delta, the larg-
est rice production region in 
the country, the creation of 
a large field model has not 
achieved the expected effi-
ciency gains.

Unprofessional production 
makes it difficult to build a 
brand, said Lam dinh Quoc, 
former director of Soc Trang 
Food co.

Therefore, Loc Troi Group is 
building an ecosystem in rice 
production where the group 
and farmers produce rice under 
orders from large companies.

recently, the group has ex-
ported more than 126 tonnes 
of fragrant rice to the eU un-
der the eU-Vietnam Free Trade 
Agreement (eVFTA). This is the 
first shipment to enjoy the zero 
tax rate since the agreement 
came into effect.

deputy minister of Agricul-
ture and rural development Le 
Quoc doanh said: “The eU is 
a huge rice importer at 2.3-2.5 
million tonnes per year. So, with 
the eVFTA and control in rice 
quality, Vietnam’s rice exports 
to this market will increase in 
the future.”

In the first 11 months of this 
year, Vietnam’s rice exports 
exceeded 5.7 million tonnes, 
earning nearly $2.83 billion. 
The average price was $496 per 
tonne, according to the General 
department of customs.

exports reduced by about 
three per cent in volume but 
surged by 9.7 per cent in turn-
over and about 13 per cent in 
average price over the same pe-
riod last year.

Last month alone, the nation 
exported 351,515 tonnes of rice, 
earning $189 million with an av-
erage price of $537.6 per tonne. 
exports decreased by 3.3 per 
cent in volume but increased 
by 12.8 per cent in turnover and 
by 16.7 per cent in price.

Over the first 11 months of 
this year, the Philippines was 
the largest export market for 
Vietnamese rice with a volume 
of 1.94 million tonnes, account-
ing for 34 per cent of the coun-
try’s total, earning $910.16 mil-
lion. Numbers were down 1.7 
per cent in volume but up 11.8 
per cent in value year-on-year.

markets with strong growth 
in rice import volume from 
Vietnam included Indonesia 
(up 181 per cent), Australia 
(58.2 per cent) and the eU (23 
per cent).

However, Vietnam  saw a 
high reduction of rice exports 
to some markets, such as Iraq 
(65.6 per cent), Hong Kong 
(24.7 per cent) and Senegal 
(32.5 per cent). VIET NAM NEWS/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK

brand building a must 
to boost VN rice exports

Fisheries output near 1m tonnes
Hin Pisei

F
ISHerIeS production in cambo-
dia this year is expected to clock in 
at 936,300 tonnes, up 3.06 per cent 
from the 908,508 tonnes logged in 

for the entire year 2019, according to the 
ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fish-
ery’s Fisheries Administration.

Aquacultural output is on track to 
make up the lion’s share of produc-
tion growth at 42.76 per cent or 400,400 
tonnes fish, up 30.25 per cent from the 
307,408 tonnes posted last year.

Freshwater fisheries yield is predicted 
to ring in the year at 413,200 tonnes, 
down 13.71 per cent from 2019’s 478,850, 
while marine fisheries output is expected 
to reach 122,700 tonnes, inching up 0.37 
per cent from 122,250 tonnes last year.

While fisheries production will only 
ratchet up minimally this year over 2019, 
minister Veng Sakhon stressed the im-
portant role of aquaculture fish in sup-
plying the local market, pointing out its 
over-30-per-cent jump from last year.

He made the remark while on a field visit 
to Kandal province’s northernmost Ponhea 
Leu district on december 22 to inspect on-
site production of prahok and pha’ak fer-
mented fish pastes and smoked and dried 
fish at the top of the annual season.

“The figure clearly shows that the 
aquacultural sub-sector is crucial in sup-
plying the local market as an alternative 
to natural fishing using ‘dai trei’ [small-
meshed gill nets] and fishing lots.

“It is in accordance with the wishes of 
[Prime minister Hun Sen] – to promote 
food production through household fish 
raising,” said Sakhon.

He attributed this year’s dip in fresh-
water fisheries yield to lower water levels 
in the mekong river, flooding in the Ton-
le Sap Lake and climate change, noting 
that the Fisheries Administration had 
predicted the drop a year earlier.

Phorn rany, owner of the 2ha “cAN” 
fish farm in Prey Veng province’s mesang 
district, told The Post on december 23 
that household-level fish raising has in-
creased dramatically this year.

He noted that a spike in orders of gup-
pies had forced him to expand his opera-
tion for the coming year.

He said the rising number of aquacul-
turists comes at the right time, as the 
government pulls out all the stops to en-
courage local fishing and ensure food se-
curity against the backdrop of covid-19.

“Fish raising enjoyed a sharp surge this 
year, but the price for newly-hatched 
guppies has not increased.

“Given the situation, I think the num-
ber of aquaculturists will increase even 
more in the fast-approaching new year, 
which will contribute to upgrading peo-
ple’s livelihoods and reducing reliance 
on imports,” rany said.

He chalked up the new interest in aqua-
culture to the profitable method known as 
biofloc, which did away with the strenuous 
age-old practice of digging fish ponds.

With new-found ambition to ramp up 
his guppy production, rany revealed 
plans to venture into fish-feed making in 
the near future.

While fish farms and guppy salesmen 
are abundant in the Kingdom, tonnes of 

daily guppy imports from Vietnam still 
flood the local market, he lamented.

Song Seyha, the owner of a fish farm in 
Tbong Khmum province’s Ponhea Kraek 
district, said that family-based fish rais-
ing is trending upwards and hence he 
plans to expand his operation next year.

He said he has sold 15-20 tonnes of new-
ly-hatched guppies this year, a far cry from 
the five tonnes averaged in years past.

“Aquacultural output will increase even 
more onward because fish-raising tech-
niques are not complicated,” Seyha said, 
adding that he will expand his nearly-1ha 
fish farm in the next couple of months in 
response to market demand.

Vann chheng, another aquaculturist in 
the same district who often imports gup-
pies from Vietnam, said covid-19 propped 
up demand for the fish, improving his sales 
figures from 10 tonnes last year to 100 
tonnes this year.

but he called on the government to 
broaden the market for the Kingdom’s 
aquaculturists, who complain that the state 
“pushes us to raise fish, but after the har-
vest, it’s difficult to find a market”.

Aquacultural output is set to make up the lion’s share of 2020’s fisheries production growth, at 42.76 
per cent or 400,400 tonnes of fish, up 30.25 per cent from the 307,408 tonnes posted last year. SUPPLIED

china firm backs b’bang solar farm 
Thou Vireak

THe chinese-based risen 
energy inked a long-term debt 
financing agreement worth 
$45 million to back a 60mW 
solar energy project in battam-
bang province.

The deal was signed with 
Germany’s deG, the european 
Investment bank (and 11 
european development 
finance institutions) and the 
Interact climate change Facil-
ity SA (IccF), a company 
owned by the French develop-
ment Agency (known by its 
French acronym AFd), risen 
energy said in a press release.

risen energy said it is the 
only chinese company in the 
industry to obtain project 
financing from both deG and 
ebrd, which it said demon-
strates its strong international 
financing capabilities.

Its success in securing financ-

ing for the cambodian project 
represents risen energy’s new 
growth phase in the cambo-
dian market as well as a mile-
stone in its overseas market 
ventures, it said.

deG vice-president for infra-
structure and energy in eura-
sia Felix busse said the deG is 
“very proud” in taking an 
active role in helping the King-
dom on the path to a renew-
able energy future.

The project will be one of the 
first major utility-scale solar 
power stations in the Kingdom 
thanks to “successful collabora-
tion with risen Group”, he said.

He said in the press release: 
“On the back of this successful 
transaction, deG is looking to 
do more projects in the renew-
ables sector in the region to 
accelerate the growth of green 
energy capacities and to com-
bat carbon emissions.”

risen energy director of 

overseas project finance and 
investment Zhang Jieling said 
her company is grateful to 
work with deG, which she 
described as a global develop-
ment finance institution with 
“rich experiences and good 
reputation” in cross-border 
project coordination.

Zhang said in the press release: 
“The experience greatly enhanc-
es our ability in overseas project 
development, financing and 
construction, providing strong 
support for moving towards a 
broader overseas market.

“We look forward to the 
future cooperation with deG 
and fighting the global warm-
ing together.”

Victor Jona, director-general 
of the ministry of mines and 
energy’s General department 
of energy, told The Post that 
risen energy had received 
permission from the cambo-
dian government to invest in 

the project.
The company has also 

signed a purchase agreement 
with electricite du cambodge 
(edc) at $0.076 per kilowatt-
hour, he said. The project is 
on build-Own-Operate basis 
under a 20-year concession 
agreement with the state-run 
energy supplier.

“We welcome [risen energy’s] 
loan agreement for this project. 
The company is planning to start 
generating solar energy early 
next year so that they can do 
business with edc,” Jona said.

According to edc, peak elec-
tricity demand in the country 
is expected to increase to 
2,300mW this year and hit 
2,500mW by next year.

The Kingdom’s electricity 
demands are now being met by 
hydroelectricity and coal power, 
accounting for around 48 per 
cent and 47 per cent of genera-
tion, respectively.

USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,036 1.2873 6.5375 103.42 4.0630 1.3329 30.21 0.7571 1.2194 1.3430



JAPAN needs to boost renew-
able energy by reforming out-
dated policies on land use and 
the national grid if it is to meet 
a new goal of carbon neutral-
ity by 2050, industry players 
and experts say.

Since announcing the 2050 
target last month, Prime Min-
ister Yoshihide Suga’s govern-
ment has pledged to spend 
$20 billion on green tech and 
set ambitious new wind pow-
er targets.

But the world’s third-largest 
economy has a lot of catching 
up to do, said Ken Isono, the 
CEO of renewable energy 
company Shizen Energy.

He said: “Japan could be a 
leading country in solar, 15 
years ago it used to be . . . But I 
think Japan lacked vision and 
so it got totally left behind.”

Critics have long bemoaned 
a lack of ambition in Japan’s 
policy, which currently aims 
for 22-24 per cent of the coun-
try’s energy to come from 
renewables by 2030.

Around 17 per cent already 
came from renewables in 2017, 
and a combination of growth 
in the sector and a pandemic-
related fall in demand means 

Japan is on track to meet its 
2030 target this year.

Japan was the sixth-biggest 
contributor to global green-
house emissions in 2017, 
according to the International 
Energy Agency. It relies heav-
ily on coal and liquefied natu-
ral gas, particularly with many 
of its nuclear reactors still 
offline after the 2011 Fuku-
shima accident.

Isono, whose firm works in 
solar, wind and hydroelectric, 
thinks the government should 
set a goal of “at least 40 per 
cent” renewable energy by 
2030, which he calls realistic 
rather than visionary.

But getting there will require 
concrete action, particularly 
on land use, he argued.

Japan is sometimes assumed 
to struggle with renewables 
because its mountainous ter-
ritory is ill-suited for solar and 
wind installation.

But Isono said that is “an 
excuse”, pointing to the coun-
try’s comparatively abundant 
abandoned and underutilised 
farmland.

“The average age of most farm-
ers in Japan is almost 70 years 
old. In five or 10 years, nobody is 

going to be doing agriculture . . . 
How can we create energy from 
that land?” he said.

Isono favours legal reforms to 
make it easier for municipalities 
to take over such land and use it 
for renewable energy projects, an 
idea backed by others in the sec-
tor and some in government.

Freeing up farmland would 
mostly benefit solar, which 
dominates Japan’s renewable 
sector because panels are 
comparatively easy to install 
and maintain, and offer flexi-
bility in terms of project size.

But there are also some spe-
cific factors holding back oth-
er options, including wind 
power, according to Mika 
Ohbayashi, director of the 
Renewable Energy Institute, a 
think tank in Tokyo.

Wind projects are more effi-
cient the larger they are, but 
securing grid access for sig-
nificant output is a challenge, 
because Japan’s existing utili-
ties dominate and “have 
restricted access to decentral-
ised renewables such as wind 
power”, she said.

And there are other barriers 
– wind projects that generate 
more than 10MW require an 

often lengthy environmental 
assessment – the bar for such 
assessment of coal-fired plants 
is 150MW.

Offshore wind has been float-
ed as an area for potential 
renewable growth, with the gov-
ernment now planning to gen-
erate up to 45,000MW by 2040.

That is a massive jump from 
the 20MW currently being pro-
duced, and not everyone is 
convinced it is realistic.

“Unlike the EU market, 
there’s not very many places 
that are suitable for wind gen-
eration,” said Shinichi Suzuki, 
CEO of XSOL, a Japanese firm 
specialising in solar panel 

installation and operation.
“Offshore wind generation 

requires a lot of specialised 
knowledge . . . and while 10 
years ago the generation costs 
of wind were cheaper than 
solar, now the situation is 
reversed, solar is much cheaper.”

XSOL also believes solar is 
uniquely suitable for Japan as 
a “resilient” power source on 
homes and businesses that 
can continue supply after dis-
asters like earthquakes.

However Japan expands 
renewable production, the grid 
system needs reform, Ohba-
yashi said, including ending 
the distribution priority for 

nuclear and fossil fuel power.
She pointed out: “Renewa-

bles are allowed grid access on 
the condition that they accept 
output curtailment without 
any compensation if supply 
exceeds demand.”

And in some places, trans-
mission line capacity is 
reserved for nuclear plants 
that are not even operating.

Suzuki is pragmatic about 
the challenges ahead, calling 
the 2050 carbon-neutral goal 
“possible, but difficult”.

“It depends on our will. As 
the Japanese people, the gov-
ernment, the industry – we 
need to work hard.” AFP
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Japan’s renewable energy sector 
seeks carbon-neutral windfall

May Kunmakara 

SATHAPANA Bank Plc re-
ceived a $50 million loan 
from Proparco, a subsidiary 
of Agence Francaise de de-
veloppement (AFd) to in-
crease lending by the bank to 
small and medium-sized en-
terprises (SMEs) and women 
entrepreneurs in Cambodia.

The loan, which was an-
nounced on december 18, 
will be divided equally be-
tween the two groups tar-
geted for assistance with $25 
million going to support the 
development of the bank’s 
overall lending activities with 
SMEs and the other $25 mil-
lion dedicated to supporting 
women entrepreneurship 
specifically, as defined by the 
2X Challenge criteria. 

The 2X Challenge is an initia-
tive launched in 2018 by devel-
opment finance institutions 
from the Group of Seven (G7) 
countries, including Proparco, 
which aims to increase access 
to financing for women entre-
preneurs in developing and 
emerging economies.

Proparco regional director 
for North and Southeast Asia 
Magali Roux said Sathapana 
Bank plays a key role in Cam-
bodia’s development due to 
its unique contribution to 
SME development and the 
empowerment of women in 
Cambodia, and it is therefore 
an ideal partner for Proparco.

She said: “We are very hap-
py to initiate this new part-
nership, which holds great 
promise for the future.”

Sathapana Bank CEO Lim 
Aun pointed out that providing 
access to financing, especially 
for SMEs and women entre-
preneurship in Cambodia, is 
an important means of provid-

ing stimulus to the economy 
that allows businesses to re-
sume investment and seek 
new growth opportunities.

“This credit line will help 
businesses sustain themselves 
and then fully participate in a 
more inclusive economy as it 
recovers and begins to thrive 
again after these difficult 
conditions due to the impact 
of Covid-19 have passed.

“We are delighted with this 
partnership and honoured for 
being recognised by Proparco 
for our substantial experience 
and contribution to the coun-
try’s financial sector,” he said. 

It is estimated that approxi-
mately 3,600 SMEs will ben-
efit from this loan programme, 
particularly businesses in the 
retail, services and agriculture 
sectors. A majority of these 
SMEs are expected to be owned 
or managed by women. 

despite the negative effects 
on the economy of the Covid-
19 pandemic, Sathapana Bank 
has recorded strong growth in 
both deposits and loans while 
maintaining healthy profits.

As of September 30, Sathap-
ana’s total assets had grown by 
nearly $300 million to $1.96 
billion, up from $1.67 billion 
at the end of last year. 

Their deposit portfolio rose 
to $1.17 billion at the end of the 
first nine months of this year, 
an expansion of 19.4 per cent 
compared to the $947.4 million 
held on december 31, 2019.

The bank’s total loans also 
increased to $1.48 billion as of 
the end of the third quarter.

Sathapana Bank has the 
second-largest branch net-
work in the Kingdom with 
more than 170 locations 
in addition to having over 
230 ATMs installed across 
Cambodia.

Bank gets $50M loan for 
SMEs, businesswomen

$115M given for rural infrastructure
Thou Vireak

T
HE EU, Germany and 
France will invest 
$115 million to devel-
op rural infrastructure 

in Cambodia, a joint press 
release said on december 21.

Representatives of the 
Cambodian government, 
German development bank 
KfW, Agence Francaise de 
developpement (AFd) and 
the EU inked agreements for 
the financing of the Rural 
Infrastructure development 
Programme for Cambodia 
(RId4CAM), it said.

The programme aims to im-
proved the road network and 
develop rural infrastructure 
in the central plains region of 
Cambodia, it said, noting that it 
has the highest population den-
sity and is most vulnerable to 
the impacts of climate change.

It said RId4CAM aims to 
finance the construction of 
complementary infrastruc-
ture in the drinking water and 
sanitation, agriculture, health 
and education sectors, as well 
as strengthen the capacities 
of all the actors involved.

RId4CAM is co-financed by 
KfW, acting on behalf of the Ger-
man government, AFd and the 
EU. KfW will provide a combi-
nation of loans and grants total-
ling €37.1 million ($45.2 million), 
AFd a €50 million loan and the 
EU a €8.73 million grant.

French ambassador to Cam-
bodia Eva Nguyen Binh said: 
“I am particularly pleased to 
see how this RId4CAM project 
confirms the ability and agility 
of the European Union delega-
tion to Cambodia and France 
and Germany as member-
states to work together for the 
benefit of rural populations. 

“As we just celebrated the 
fifth anniversary of the Paris 
Agreement, we have renewed 

our commitment to fight cli-
mate change.

“Thus, I am particularly 
proud that this new AFd fi-
nancing contributes fully to this 
objective, though the develop-
ment of resilient and adaptive 
infrastructures in rural areas.

“I am also happy to see that 
it promotes a new approach 
for local development at ter-
ritorial scale,” Binh said. 

German ambassador to 
Cambodia Christian Berger 
noted that recent floods have 
highlighted the importance 
of making roads more resil-
ient to extreme weather.

He said rural roads are vital 
economic lifelines for 70 per 
cent of Cambodians. 

“I am proud that Germany 
joins hands with France and 
the EU to contribute to a cli-
mate-resilient rural infrastruc-
ture which will assure access 
to markets, schools and health 
centres also during extreme 
weather events,” Berger said.

Harald Huttenrauch of KfW 
in Cambodia said RId4CAM 
builds on the lender’s long-
standing and successful coop-
eration with Cambodia in rural 
development, particularly with 
the Ministry of Rural develop-
ment in the field of rural roads.

He said: “We are very proud 
to now join forces with AFd and 
the European Union to take our 
cooperation with Cambodia in 
this sector to the next level.

“RId4CAM will provide ac-
cess to economic opportuni-
ties and social services and 
thus improve the living con-
ditions of many in the rural 
areas of Cambodia.”

AFd Cambodia director 
Ophelie Bourhis said: “This 
signature operationalises a 
joint declaration that was 
made a few days back, whereby 
development banks, includ-
ing AFd and KfW, committed 
to do more to achieve sustain-
able development goals.

“We are very proud to fi-

nance this rural development 
project, which is complemen-
tary to the work carried out by 
AFd since the 2000s to reha-
bilitate irrigation schemes.”

EU Ambassador to Cam-
bodia Carmen Moreno said: 
“I believe that this new Team 
Europe project, which com-
bines the forces from Germa-
ny, France and the European 
Union, will impact positively 
the life of tens of thousands of 
rural Cambodian families.

“A better connectivity to 
access markets and services 
is key to reduce poverty and 
economic disparities as well 
as to create new job opportu-
nities in different provinces.

“This is particularly impor-
tant to accompany the re-
covery from Covid-19 crisis. 
We will also attach a great 
importance on the proper 
systems to be put in place for 
the regular maintenance of 
the rural roads beyond their 
rehabilitation.”

The EU, Germany and France will invest $115 million to develop rural infrastructure in the Kingdom. PUBLIC 
WORKS MINISTRY

Japan’s renewable energy industry is hoping a new carbon neutral goal will help clear longstanding obstacles 
to its growth. AFP



Business
8 THE PHNOM PENH POST  december  24, 2020  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

Property

Continued from page 1

with the state-run energy sup-
plier next year for a new elec-
trical substation and a 230kW 
power transmission line con-
necting to the project.

“According to our plan, by 
december 31, 2021, all con-
struction work will be 67 per 
cent completed. Of this, 77 per 
cent of the passenger terminal 
project will be completed, 45 
per cent of the flyover will be 
completed and 50 per cent of 
the other infrastructure work 
will be completed,” Lu said.

Havannall lauded the com-
pany’s efforts, despite the dis-
ruption fuelled by the covid-19 
pandemic, which has ham-
pered construction projects 
nationwide.

“We appreciate the company 
and colleagues for their hard 
work. Without their efforts, we 
couldn’t have reached today’s 
achievements . . . As mr chair-
man Lu Wei said, he overcame 
the circumstances in which we 
were living in – covid-19.

“Through mr Lu Wei’s report, 
I can ascertain that we have 
more than 30 per cent of the 
overall project done . . . my con-
clusion is that this is in line with 
mr Lu Wei’s claim that by the 
end of 2021, 67 per cent of the 
construction will have been 
completed,” he said.

Addressing Lu, Havannall 

added: “I hope that in 2021 
you’ll have 67 per cent fin-
ished and that in 2022, we 
won’t have much work left . . . 
In 2022, we’ll complete our 
new Siem reap airport.”

The new airport is being built 
on a 750ha plot in Ta Yek com-
mune, Sotr Nikum district east 
of Siem reap town at a cost of 
$880 million. The project is 
being built in three phases.

AIAI will invest $500 million 
for the first and second phases, 
which will allow medium-
sized and ranged passenger 
aircraft like the boeing 737 and 
Airbus A320 to land. Another 
$300 million will be allocated 
for the third phase.

In October 2017, the govern-
ment reached an agreement 
with chinese state-run Yun-
nan Investment Holdings Ltd 
to build the new airport to 
serve Siem reap.

The agreement gave the firm 
and its construction and air-
port management subsidiaries 
an exclusive 55-year build, 
operate, transfer (bOT) conces-
sion on the new airport, replac-
ing the current exclusive agree-
ment with cambodia Airports, 
a company majority-owned by 
France’s VINcI Group, which 
was set to expire in 2040.

The airport will be able to 
handle 10 million passengers 
in 2030 and 20 million by 
2050.

Havannall: Airport to 
be completed in 2022

Long-stay Thai 
visas proposed 
for int’l buyers 
of $100K condos

Swing trading of apartments in VN 
no longer attractive to investors

T
HAI residency visas for 
foreigners who invest 
as little as three mil-
lion baht ($100,000) in 

property is among five propos-
als being considered by the 
ministry of Finance.

The proposals were put for-
ward by Thai real estate asso-
ciations in a bid to lift a prop-
erty sector slumping under 
the impact of covid-19.

The Housing business As-
sociation, Thai real estate 
Association and Thai condo-
minium Association (TcA) 
sent the proposals to minister 
Arkhom Termpittayapaisith 
on december 9, TcA deputy 
chairman chairat Thampeera 
revealed on december 17.

Under current rules, for-
eigners must spend at least 10 
million baht on property to be 
eligible for a residency visa.

However, under the pro-
posed three-tier visa system, 
foreign purchasers of condos 
worth three-to-five million 
baht would get a five-year visa.

buyers of five-to-10 million 
baht condos would get 10-year 

visas, and those who bought 
condos for more than 10 mil-
lion baht would be granted 
permanent residency.

The other four proposals are 
targeted at Thai property buy-
ers. The first is to cut owner-
ship-transfer and mortgage 
fees to the lowest rate until de-
cember 31, 2021 to reduce the 
cost of buying both new homes 
and second-hand houses.

The second is to relax gov-
ernment loan-to-value (LTV) 
mortgage enforcement to 
provide opportunities for 
people with purchasing pow-
er to invest in property. The 
real estate associations say 
home-loan providers already 
have strict LTV rules.

The third is to extend the 
land-and-buildings tax cut 
for another two years until 
the end of 2022 to help relieve 
ownership burdens.

The fourth is a cash-back 
campaign and credit in-
crease from 50,000 baht to 
100,000 baht per person un-
til the end of next year to en-
courage first-time buyers to 

make their purchases.
meanwhile, 30 real estate 

developers will offer foreign 
buyers five-year visas in ex-
change for investing at least 
10 million baht in property, 
under the “elite Flexible One” 
card scheme launched on 
January 1 next year.

Thailand Privilege card 
(TPc), which operates the 
scheme, said raimon Land has 
already signed up three luxury 
condo projects, expecting sales 
of about 200 elite cards.

At least 30 more real estate 

developers have expressed 
interest in joining, said TPc 
president Somchai Sung-
sawang after launching the 
scheme on december 21.

The move is aimed at lift-
ing a property sector slumping 
under the impact of covid-19. 
“most are large listed compa-
nies, with a lot of suggestions 
offered to increase customers 
and encourage more sales. The 
suggestions will be put to a 
[TPc] board meeting for further 
consideration,” said Somchai.

He said the purchasing 

power of foreigners is impor-
tant to the tourism sector and 
related businesses in Thai-
land, which normally boasts 
the second-highest tourist 
volumes in Asia.

relaxation of the travel ban 
is expected to see about 1,400 
elite card members enter 
Thailand this year, he said. The 
TPc has set a target of 3,000 
elite card entries next year.

About 70 per cent express-
ing interest in the scheme 
said they want to buy Thai 
property for residential use 

and long-term investment – 
with many choosing Thailand 
as a retirement destination.

most have high enough pur-
chasing power to buy elite 
cards priced at 500,000 to two 
million baht. To be eligible for 
an elite Flexible One mem-
bership card, applicants must 
spend at least 10 million baht 
on condo-style property under 
the scheme. elite Flexible One 
cards will be issued for a period 
of two years, from January 1, 
2021 to december 31, 2022. THE 

NATION (THAILAND)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

INVeSTING in apartments to capture short-
term gains in Vietnam has not been attrac-
tive to investors due to high prices caused 
by limited supply, according to experts.

“Apartments are not as attractive as before 
and careful consideration must be given to 
swing trading,” Vietnam Infrastructure In-
vestment and development JSc director-
general dao Van duy told Dau tu Chung 
Khoan (Securities Investment) newspaper.

From the perspective of a developer, 
duy said the reason the previously prof-
itable apartment segment was not at-
tractive to investors was encapsulated in 
the story of prices.

He said that with housing prices increas-
ing continuously in recent years, develop-
ers had pushed prices to the ceiling, with 
the primary investors taking a large part of 
the profit and the possibility of any further 
increase in price being very modest. many 
apartment building projects have not seen 
a price increase for many years.

Nguyen duc Huy, an investor, said the 
pandemic pushed the market into a lot of 
difficulties but housing prices remained at 
a high level due to limited supply.

Huy added that housing prices were 
already at high levels, making swing 
trading no longer attractive.

According to Vietnam real estate Asso-
ciation deputy secretary-general Nguy-
en Van dinh, the time of swing trading 
apartments to earn significant profit was 
over as prices were unlikely to increase.

In big cities like Hanoi and Ho chi 
minh city, apartments were now mainly 
to be bought for accommodation or for 
leasing and rarely for trading because 

the prices hardly increased much.
dinh said swing trading of apartments 

was not a good idea at this time.
Starting from last year, many second-

ary investors put their apartments up for 
sale to cut their losses.

AZ Vietnam real estate co director-
general Pham duc Toan previously said 
most apartment owners must accept the 
loss if they sold their apartments.

Toan predicted in April that the apart-
ment market segment would continue 
to slow down, mainly in the secondary 
market.

In different crises, assets like gold, for-
eign currency and real estate could be 
considered safe-haven investments.

For real estate assets, important fac-
tors include price increases, liquidity and 
ability to use for business activities, thus, 
commercial land and property are more 
attractive than the apartment segment.

According to the Vietnam Associa-
tion of realtors, there was an absence 
of swing traders due to low transactions 
and profitability.

dai Phuc Land director-general Nguyen 
Thi Thanh Huong said the opportunity for 
short-term investment was not huge at this 
moment due to low market liquidity.

She said short-term investment would 
provide gains only when the real estate 
market was robust or there were new key 
projects. VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Under the proposed three-tier visa system, foreign purchasers of condos worth three-to-five million baht ($100,000-165,000) would get a 
five-year visa. PIXABAY

With housing prices increasing continuously in recent years, developers had pushed prices to 
the ceiling, with the primary investors taking a large part of the profit and the possibility of any 
further increase in price being very modest. VIETNAM NEWS AGENCY/VIET NAM NEWS
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The european Commission 
(eC) recommended on Decem-
ber 22 that eU member states 
lift the blanket bans some have 
imposed on arrivals from Brit-
ain to allow essential journeys 
and cargo transport to resume.

France, the country with the 
busiest train and ferry links to 
the UK, announced that it 
would ease restrictions to allow 
entry to eU nationals and res-
idents as well as Britons on 
condition passengers can 
present negative virus tests.

Other countries were expected 
to follow suit, but Germany and 
Ireland had already announced 
that their controls would con-
tinue, and a diplomat said eU 
ambassadors had simply “taken 
note” of the recommendation. 

“There was broad support 
among eU ambassadors to 
maintain or re-establish cargo 
flows to and from the UK,” the 
diplomat said after the member 
states met to discuss the proposal.

he said: “eU member states 
have taken note of the com-
mission recommendations. 

“Member states stand ready to 
reassess the measures taken in 
order to limit the further spread 
of the new SARS-CoV-2 variant 
when more scientific evidence 
sheds further light on the nature 
of the new virus strain.”

This falls short of the eC’s 
advice, released ahead of the 

meeting. A statement from the 
eU executive said: “Flight and 
train bans should be discontin-
ued given the need to ensure 
essential travel and avoid sup-
ply chain disruptions.”

eU member states are 
responsible for their own bor-
ders, but representatives were 
to meet later on December 22 
to study the eC’s recommen-
dations.

Several eU member states 
have imposed flight, train and 
ferry bans on UK arrivals since 
Britain announced the discovery 
of a new strain of coronavirus.

The ban on arrivals in France 
has led to long tailbacks of freight 
trucks in southern england, and 
has disrupted passenger travel 
in the run-up to Christmas.

Member states want to get their 
own nationals home from Britain, 

and resume freight shipments, 
but they still want to discour-
age “non-essential” travel.

The eC recommended, 
therefore, that coronavirus 
tests be carried out on passen-
gers within 72 hours of travel 
– although “transport staff” 
should be exempted. 

“Transit of passengers, espe-
cially for essential travel, 
should be facilitated without 
quarantine,” it said. 

“A test can be required, but 
authorities need to inform about 
such requirement in advance or 
offer testing during the journey,” 
the statement said.

British Secretary of State for 
the home Department Priti 
Patel told Sky News that British 
and French authorities are in 
talks on setting up testing cen-
tres in ports. AFP

Continued from page 1

They also point out that the 
consequences of air pollution 
will be long-lasting if no effort 
is made to reduce it through-
out the country.

“[Air pollution] is also having 
a profound effect on the next 
generation of Indians,” said 
lead researcher Philip J Landri-
gan, MD, Boston College Pro-
fessor of Biology and director 
of the Global Observatory on 
Pollution and health.

“It increases future risk for 
heart disease, diabetes, and res-
piratory disease for today’s chil-
dren when they become adults.

“It is reducing children’s IQ. It 
will be very difficult for India to 
move forward socially or eco-
nomically if they don’t do some-
thing about the problem.”

however, some of the report’s 
conclusions are also positive. 
The report indicates that the 
mortality rate due to indoor air 
pollution, usually related to the 
use of poorly ventilated domes-

tic stoves, has declined by 64.2 
per cent since 1990. Converse-
ly, mortality rates due to ambi-
ent particulate matter and 
ozone pollution have soared.

“One of our challenges is to 
provide the poor with greater 
access to devices and clean fuels 
that can be sustainably used in a 
variety of real-world conditions,” 
conclude the authors of the 
report, who now want to work on 
new strategies that would take 
into account not only energy 
needs but also poverty. AFP
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Trump rejects massive 
Covid-19 relief package
U

S PReSIDeNT Don-
ald Trump on De-
cember 22 rejected 
a massive Covid-

19 economic relief package 
passed by Congress, brand-
ing it “a disgrace” in an act of 
political brinkmanship less 
than a month before he must 
leave office and when millions 
across the country are suffer-
ing fallout from the pandemic.

Trump dropped the bomb-
shell via a pre-recorded state-
ment made in the White house 
and sent out on Twitter.

It came just a day after his Re-
publicans and the Democrats 
finally agreed overwhelmingly 
to a $900 billion bill meant to 
throw a lifeline to businesses 
and people struggling to keep 
heads above water.

In his address, Trump said he 
would refuse to accept the bill 
as it is and demanded changes, 
notably a big increase in the 
proposed $600 direct payments 
to less well-off US citizens.

“I am asking Congress to 
amend this bill and increase the 
ridiculously low $600 to $2,000, 
or $4,000 for a couple,” he said, 
referring to relief checks.

Tapping into his national-
ist “America First” brand, 
Trump also castigated mea-

sures added onto the bill 
during complex negotiations 
that would provide funding 
for projects benefiting US 
partners abroad and other 
non-Covid related items like 
the environment.

“It really is a disgrace,” he 
said. “I’m also asking Con-
gress to immediately get rid of 
the wasteful and unnecessary 
items from this legislation, and 
just send me a suitable bill.”

Trump has not yet received 
the bill and he did not explic-
itly say he would not sign. If he 
actually vetoed the package, 
Congress would almost cer-
tainly quickly override that, 
given the bipartisan support.

In what is widely expected 
to be only a portion of a slew 
of presidential pardons and 
commutations issued in the 
dying days of the admin-
istration, the White house 
also announced late on De-
cember 22 that 20 people 
had been selected.

They included two convict-
ed in special counsel Robert 
Mueller’s Russia probe into 
Trump campaign ties to Mos-
cow and four men convicted 
in connection with the mass 
killing of 17 Iraqi civilians.

The Covid package is 

wrapped into a $2.3 trillion, al-
most 5,600-page “coronabus” 
bill that includes a so-called 
omnibus bill to fund the gov-
ernment for the coming year.

A congressional override of 
a veto would mark an embar-
rassing defeat for Trump, who is 
spending his final weeks in of-
fice before the January 20 inau-
guration of Democrat Joe Biden 
by pursuing unprecedented 
attempts to try and get the elec-
tion results overturned.

however, until he has the 
bill on his desk he has no 
need to veto.

And Trump’s motives in 
picking the fight with Con-
gress are intertwined with 
his extraordinary ongoing 
struggle to overturn the No-
vember 3 election.

Despite courts across the 
country rejecting his base-
less claims of fraud, he has 
enough allies on the right of 
the Republican party – and 
a devoted following among 
some voters – to keep trying to 
derail the traditionally smooth 
presidential transition.

he pushed again on Decem-
ber 22 in a second lengthy vid-
eo statement from the White 
house, claiming that he won 
in a “landslide”. AFP

‘Air pollution reduces children’s IQ’

US-Israeli delegation signs deals in 
Morocco marking normalisation

european Commission recommends 
eU member states lift UK travel bans

A US-ISRAeLI delegation signed 
agreements with Morocco in 
Rabat on December 22, cement-
ing a Washington-sponsored 
normalisation of relations 
between the Jewish state and 
the North African country.

The visiting delegation, led by 
Jared Kushner – son-in-law and 
adviser to outgoing US Presi-
dent Donald Trump – and Israe-
li Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu’s security adviser, 
Meir Ben Shabbat, arrived in 
Rabat from Tel Aviv on the first 
direct commercial flight 
between Israel and Morocco.

Less than two weeks ago, 
Morocco became the third 
Arab state this year, after the 
UAe and Bahrain, to normalise 
ties with Israel under US-bro-
kered deals, while Sudan has 
pledged to follow suit.

The US-Israeli delegation 
met King Mohammed VI at the 
royal palace, before the signing 
of a tripartite declaration laud-
ing Trump’s December 10 deci-
sion to recognise Morocco’s 
“sovereignty” over the disputed 
region of Western Sahara, wide-
ly read as a quid pro quo for 
Rabat’s simultaneous pledge to 
restore ties with Israel.

December 22’s declaration 
included a commitment to 
“immediately resume full official 
contacts between Israeli and 
Moroccan counterparts”, with all 
parties agreeing to “fully imple-

ment” their sides of the bargain 
before the end of January.

Appearing alongside Moroc-
co’s foreign minister Nasser 
Bourita, Kushner said at an 
evening press conference that 
the visit had been “enormous-
ly productive so far”. 

Both Kushner and Ben Shab-
bat were received at the airport 
by Moroccan officials, albeit in 
a low key welcome far from the 
pomp of the delegation’s 
departure from Israel.

Alongside the tripartite dec-
laration, four bilateral deals 
were signed on December 22 
between Israel and Morocco, 
centring on direct air links, water 
management, connecting finan-
cial systems and a visa waiver 
arrangement for diplomats.

Morocco has North Africa’s 
largest Jewish community of 

about 3,000 people, and Isra-
el is home to 700,000 Jews of 
Moroccan origin.

Western Sahara
As part of the Morocco-Isra-

el deal unveiled earlier this 
month, Trump fulfilled a dec-
ades-old goal of Rabat by 
backing its contested sover-
eignty in the disputed region 
of Western Sahara.

The move infuriated the 
Algerian-backed pro-inde-
pendence Polisario Front, 
which controls about one fifth 
of the desert territory that was 
once a Spanish colony.

Kushner said December 22 
the US recognition of Moroc-
can sovereignty over the West-
ern Sahara was “rejecting the 
failed status quo, which ben-
efits no one”. AFP

US President Donald Trump said he would refuse to accept the bill as it is and demanded changes, notably a 
big increase in the proposed $600 direct payments to less well-off US citizens. AFP

Several EU member states have imposed flight, train and ferry bans on 
UK arrivals since Britain announced the discovery of the new strain. AFP

Representatives of Israel and Morocco greet each other before signing 
an agreement at the Royal Palace in the Moroccan capital Rabat. AFP
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ASEAN

Vietnamese Prime min-
ister nguyen Xuan Phuc on 
december 21 asked vaccine 
research units to take strong 
measures and use suitable 
and creative methods to 
speed up vaccine testing.

chairing a cabinet meet-
ing, Phuc asked agencies to 
create the best conditions for 
domestic units to conduct 
vaccine research.

He assigned the ministry 
of Health to work with the 
ministry of science and tech-
nology and other agencies to 
determine the vaccine pro-
duction capacity of domestic 
enterprises to offer appropri-
ate support measures.

the health ministry should 

learn from the experience of 
countries around the world in 
conducting covid-19 vaccine 
trials to speed up the testing 
of nanOGen’s nanocovax 
vaccine to soon put it into 
use, while looking for foreign 
partners to cooperate in im-
plementing the phase-three 
clinical trial of the domesti-
cally produced vaccine, the 
government leader noted.

Under the direction and 
management of the health 
ministry, the Vietnam mili-
tary medical University will 
work with the institute of 
biotechnology under the 
Vietnam academy of science 
and technology and other 
agencies to build a project to 

develop a vaccine research 
and development centre for 
prevention and control of 
human infectious diseases, 
including a grade 3 or 4 bio-
safety laboratory.

regarding the purchase of 
covid-19 vaccines from other 
countries, Phuc said a certain 
volume of vaccines is needed 
to protect people’s health.

the prime minister asked 
the health ministry to com-
plete a project to determine 
the purchase of an appropri-
ate country’s vaccine, and 
search for more suppliers.

amid the complex develop-
ments of the pandemic in the 
world and the region, Phuc 
said raising vigilance is still 

the most important measure 
to prevent and control the 
disease.

People nationwide should 
closely follow the message fea-
turing the 5Ks (in Vietnamese) 
Khau trang (facemask), Khu 
khuan (disinfection), Khoang 
cach (distance), Khong tu tap 
(no gathering), Khai bao y te 
(health declaration) to live 
safely with the coronavirus in 
the new normal, he said.

meanwhile, agencies at all 
levels must prevent violations 
of quarantine regulations and 
localities, especially big cities, 
need to enhance inspections 
of pandemic prevention and 
control. VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS 

NETWORK

rohingya women risk rape, 
death on marriage odyssey

Vn Pm urges measures to speed up covid vaccine testing

Hcmc court hits former 
minister with 10 years 
over expressway fraud

s
tay in a squalid refugee 
camp – hopeless, starv-
ing, and made to feel a 
burden – or leave, risk-

ing death, rape, human traffick-
ing and months at sea to reach 
a husband you’ve never met.

this is the bleak choice many 
rohingya women, already 
scarred from fleeing violent 
persecution in myanmar, are 
now facing.

as conditions deteriorate 
in increasingly overcrowded 
bangladeshi refugee camps, 
desperate parents are marrying 
off their daughters to rohingya 
men thousands of kilometres 
away in malaysia.

Wed by phone or video apps, 
the girls have little say in such 
unions and rely on occasional 
calls to build a relationship 
with their new partners as they 
begin treacherous journeys to 
reach them.

“my parents kept asking me 
to find a way to reach malaysia 
– living with them, i was just an 
extra mouth to feed,” explained 
Jannat ara, talking about her 
marriage to nur alam, a roh-
ingya man who lives in Kuala 
Lumpur.

she has seven other siblings, 
and the family had to share and 
survive on twice-monthly 25kg 
rations of rice.

ara has never met the man 
she married via phone call 
from the refugee camp but, 
after mounting pressure from 
relatives to seek him out, de-
cided to leave.

she is one of the thousands 
of rohingya, who are stateless 
and cannot travel abroad le-
gally, forced to put their faith in 
husbands they don’t know and 
the people smugglers paid to 
transport them.

Her clandestine route took 

her via rickshaw to port, and 
from a small boat to a packed, 
dilapidated trawler.

but malaysia denied it entry 
and “after floating at sea for 
two months and seeing many 
people die, we returned to the 
place where we started”, the 20-
year-old said from the bangla-
deshi camps.

Absent grooms
arranged marriages are part 

of rohingya custom, but in the 
bangladeshi refugee camps, 
families have little income and 
struggle to afford the traditional 
dowries required.

Virtual weddings and inter-
national betrothals can seem 
an ideal solution.

at just 18, somuda begum 
was regarded as getting “too 
old” for marriage by relatives, 
and while proposals came 
from some families within the 

camp, they all demanded “a lot 
of money”.

“my parents couldn’t fix 
my marriage as my old father 
barely had any money to pay 
for a wedding. so he thought it 
would be better to send me to 
malaysia instead,” she said.

begum, one of 11 children, 
was shown a photo of her pro-
spective husband before the 
pair wed via video call – her in-
laws and an imam were pres-
ent in her family’s shack for 
the “ceremony”, her fiance on 
screen with his friends.

but the journey into the un-
known held some appeal.

begum said: “i often got frus-
trated hearing my mother and 
neighbours saying i was too 
old. i had no reason to say no. 
and deep inside i felt a bit hap-
py that finally i would go and 
start my own family, away from 
this chaos.” AFP

tHe Ho chi minh city (Hcmc) 
People’s court on december 
22 sentenced former Vietnam-
ese transport minister dinh 
La thang to 10 years in prison 
for violating regulations on the 
management and use of state 
assets, causing waste and loss-
es at the Hcmc-trung Luong 
expressway project, a major 
toll road in southern Vietnam.

the case involved 20 defen-
dants, including thang, who 
served as minister of transport 
between august 2011 and Feb-
ruary 2016; and nguyen Hong 
truong, who was deputy min-
ister of transport from april 
2007 to august 2017.

both thang and truong were 
found guilty of “violating regu-
lations on the management 
and use of state assets, causing 
waste and losses”, under article 
219 of the 2015 Penal code.

also found guilty of the 
same charge were nguyen chi 
thanh, former deputy head of 
the ministry’s Finance depart-
ment; Le trung cuong, a staff 
member of the Finance depart-
ment; and senior executives of 
the project’s investor cuu Long 
Group – former director-gen-
eral duong tuan minh, former 
deputy director-general duong 
thi tram anh and former head 
of the investment and bidding 
management department 
nguyen thu trang.

dinh ngoc He, alias Ut 
troc, former deputy director-
general of thai son corp un-
der the ministry of national 
defence, was found guilty of 
“fraud, appropriation of as-
sets” and “abuse of position 
and power to influence oth-

ers for personal gain”.
the other 12 defendants 

were charged with “fraud, ap-
propriation of assets”.

according to the indictment 
of the supreme People’s Procu-
racy, the Hcmc-trung Luong 
expressway project was funded 
by the state budget, so the toll 
collection rights belong to the 
state and the money earned 
from the sale of the rights be-
longs to the state.

in his capacity as transport 
minister, thang created condi-
tions for ngoc He’s company 
to win the bidding for the 
expressway toll collection al-
though thang was aware that 
the company was operating 
at a loss and had no financial 
capacity.

ngoc He used falsified docu-
ments for the bidding, and af-
ter winning it, he continued to 
commit fraud to appropriate 
state assets.

Other defendants who were 
subordinates of thang violated 
regulations on bidding to let 
ngoc He win the bidding. their 
acts created conditions for 
ngoc He to appropriate more 
than 725 billion dong ($31.2 
million).

ngoc He was sentenced 
to life imprisonment for the 
charge of “fraud, appropriation 
of assets” and 13 years for the 
charge of “abuse of position 
and power to influence others 
for personal gain”.

He was required to com-
pensate more than 725 billion 
dong appropriated from bid-
ding fraud in the Hcmc-trung 
Luong project. VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

Six-year-old daughter Nosmin Fatima (bottom left) is carried off a boat as she and her mother Majuma land with other Rohingya migrants in 
Lhokseumawe in North Aceh Regency, Indonesia. AFP

Vietnamese Prime Minister Nguyen Xuan Phuc chairs the meeting on 
Monday. VIETNAM NEWS AGENCY/VIET NAM NEWS

The defendants at the trial on Tuesday. VIETNAM NEWS AGENCY/VIET NAM NEWS
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I
NdONeSIA has the highest 
number of covid-19 infections 
in ASeAN, but remains the only 
country in the region that has 

resisted a general lockdown. Air trav-
el, however, remains highly restric-
tive, like with other ASeAN countries. 

With a covid-19 vaccine on the 
horizon, should Indonesia and other 
ASeAN countries wait before opening 
borders? Waiting could end up being 
costly because turning vaccines into 
vaccinations to achieve herd immu-
nity will take time. reaching herd 
immunity may be required before 
allowing quarantine-free travel 
because those vaccinated may still be 
infectious, despite being immune 
from the disease. even those vacci-
nated may pass on the infection to 
those who have not, who may then 
acquire the disease. 

The wait for the vaccine may be 
over, but Indonesia or ASeAN cannot 
afford to wait for it to work before 
opening borders. before we achieve 
herd immunity, we should start work-
ing toward an ASeAN-wide travel 
bubble by expanding, upgrading and 
consolidating the plethora of unilat-
eral and bilateral travel arrangements 
that currently operate in the region. 

Travel corridors or “green lanes” are 
the most common in ASeAN, which 
allow reciprocal travel with testing 
but without quarantine for select 
groups like businessmen under strict 
conditions, such as pre-arranged 
itineraries.  

To have a significant impact on the 
economy, however, air travel passes 
unilaterally extend these terms to all 
travelers. In ASeAN, Singapore has 
been leading the effort in pursuing 
air travel passes with partners that 
have controlled community trans-
mission, like brunei darussalam and 
Vietnam. more is required. 

The economic benefits of travel 
passes could be increased if the part-
ner would reciprocate to create a two-
way quarantine-free travel bubble. For 
this to happen, perceptions of health 
risks associated with opening borders 
need to converge across countries. 
Some governments need to overcome 
an inherent bias against opening bor-
ders. That is, even when differences in 
infection rates suggest that inter-
country movement is less risky than 
intra-country movement, borders 
remain mostly closed while easing of 
domestic movement continues. 

The factors underlying this bias 
need to be addressed before travel 
corridors can be upgraded to travel 
passes, and then travel bubbles. 

After that, consolidating these 
bilateral arrangements into a region-

al one – a travel balloon – could be 
pursued.  For instance, the Singa-
pore-Vietnam or Singapore-brunei 
travel pass, once successfully upgrad-
ed to a bubble, could be pilot-tested 
to include other countries with simi-
lar infection rates. 

A good start would be to consoli-
date the two, to allow travel between 
the spokes, brunei and Vietnam, as 
well as with the hub, Singapore, is 
quarantine-free. It could then be pro-
gressively expanded to include cam-
bodia, Laos and Thailand, for 
instance. Such an expanded travel 
bubble, or travel balloon, involving 
up to six ASeAN countries that cur-
rently have controlled community 
transmission could magnify the eco-
nomic benefits without significantly 
raising health risks, if implemented 
according to a plan.  

The plan should involve harmonisa-
tion of covid-19 screening and quaran-
tine protocols to preserve the integrity 
of the risk mitigation controls across 
countries, while facilitating seamless 
movement to reap maximum benefits 
from the increase in scale.  

Protocols such as exemption of 
quarantine should be mutually rec-
ognised across participating coun-
tries to avoid duplication and to 
encourage movement between them. 
mutual recognition should increase 
both intra and extra regional flows.  

An ASeAN-wide travel balloon cov-
ering all 10 members is unlikely at 
this stage because of significant dif-
ferences in infection rates. It is 
unlikely that countries that have con-
trolled community transmission will 
open-up to countries like Indonesia 
that have not. 

The ASeAN countries that have 
higher infection rates could, however, 
choose to recognise the quarantine 
observed within the six-country trav-
el balloon, even if reciprocity is 
denied them. That is, Indonesia, 
malaysia, myanmar and the Philip-
pines could participate by forming 
air travel passes with the countries in 
the travel balloon. 

even without reciprocity, these four 
countries could benefit economically 
because they would receive a larger 
number of travelers on a relatively 
safe basis through the one-way 
arrangement. but first they must be 
convinced that these benefits are 
there to be had on a relatively safe 
basis.  

The agreement should include an 
open accession clause, which would 
allow new members like Indonesia to 
join if health conditions improve to 
meet those specified in the agree-
ment. Similarly, the agreement 
should enable the suspension of 
members should health conditions 
deteriorate to an extent deemed 

unsafe for quarantine-free travel. The 
recent deferment of the Singapore-
Hong Kong travel bubble attests to 
the ability of such arrangements to 
have built-in safety clauses that kick-
in as soon as circumstances warrant. 

Once set up, the institutional 
mechanism can help deal with 
emerging issues, such as vaccina-
tions, on a consistent basis. While 
countries may differ in terms of how 
and when they choose to recognise 
vaccinations, let alone different vac-
cines, these issues need to be 
addressed in a way that does not 
deter travel in the short term, while 
harmonisation is pursued to narrow 
differences in the longer term. A 
properly designed travel balloon 
could do that. 

At the recently concluded ASeAN 
Summit in Hanoi, ASeAN leaders rec-
ognised the potential that travel bub-
bles present in safely opening borders 
to promote regional economic recov-
ery. A cautious and incremental 
approach in moving toward an ASeAN 
travel balloon can give a fillip to eco-
nomic growth, yet have enough safe-
guards that will kick in should infec-
tions head north again. THE JAKARTA POST/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK  

A traditional Thai statue wears a face mask as a campaign for travellers to prevent the spread of Covid-19 at the departure terminal of 
Suvarnabhumi International Airport in the Thai capital Bangkok on December 18. AfP

The writer is visiting senior fellow at ISEAS-
Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore, and former lead 
economist of the Asian Development Bank

Opinion
Jayant Menon

Are we ready for ASEAN travel balloon?
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Virtual idols take to the real-life stage in china
L

IU Jun has long been 
a fan of a chinese star 
called Amy, a teen-
age pop singer with 

red hair whose autograph he 
treasures – and who only ex-
ists in the digital world.

On Saturday “Amy” won a 
breakthrough virtual talent 
show in china, where com-
puter-generated entertainers 
perform in front of real-life 
judges and tens of millions of 
online viewers.

“You can’t see what they 
are like in real life, so you can 
have more fantasies about 
them,” said 28-year-old Liu, 
who has attended more than 
10 of Amy’s concerts and fan 
events in recent years.

“The virtual idol is inde-
structible – as long as the 
image is still there, she can 
stay in your heart forever,” he 
added.

Amy found fame on “di-
mension Nova”, which claims 
to be the world’s first talent 
show bringing together digi-
tal performers to dance and 
sing in front of three – real-life 
– celebrity judges.

but Liu has followed Amy’s 
career from the start and 
said he cried when he saw 
her on the talent show, feel-
ing the performer would fi-
nally get the bigger platform 
she deserved.

At one of Amy’s fan events, 
Liu and other fans talked with 
her through a two-metre high 

screen, and a printer attached 
to the screen gave him her 
“signature”.

Although the virtual idol 
concept originated in Japan, 
these digital avatars are now 
stealing airtime in china, 
where they appear on TV 
shows, billboards and even 
news programmes.

They now command grow-
ing fanbases – research from 
iQiyi estimates an audience 
of 390 million nationwide.

“The idea of making this 
talent show is to let everyone 
know that virtual idols can 
show up in our real world 
now,” the show’s executive 
producer Liu Jiachao said.

Making stars
The virtual stars in the show 

are created by a mixture of 
computer animation and ac-
tors – Amy’s clothes, hairstyle 
and appearance are created 
by animators, before her hu-
man actor takes on every-
thing else.

real-time motion capture 
and rendering technology 
mean as the human moves it 
is reflected by the on-screen 
idol. 

To prepare for Amy’s perfor-
mances, the actor had to take 
extra dance training.

but creators avoid all men-
tion of the existence of the ac-
tor behind the idol.

“Our logic is that every vir-
tual idol has a real soul,” said 

beijing mizhi Tech chief ex-
ecutive Liu Yong, whose firm 
created Amy.

“They have their own per-
sonality, characteristics and 
preferences . . . they really ex-
ist in this world,” he said.

Instead of showing the ac-
tor, the show runs footage of 

animators anxiously waiting 
backstage, as if they were the 
performer’s family.

“I see Amy as my daughter,” 
said 26-year-old Xu Xingmei, 
the animator in charge of 
designing Amy’s expressions 
and motions.

“When I saw Amy show up on 

the stage, I felt that my daugh-
ter had finally grown up.”

Technical bloopers 
Amy belongs to a booming 

virtual idol industry that is 
expected to be worth 1.5 bil-
lion yuan ($230 million) with-
in the next two years, accord-
ing to beijing-based market 
researcher Newsijie.

Video-sharing website bil-
ibili reported a 200 per cent 
increase in viewing hours of 
its virtual idol live stream-
ing channels in the first ten 
months of this year.

Some experts worry that 
if too many companies pile 
in on the market the quality 
could suffer.

“If you really want to join [the 
industry], you need money, 
technology and perseverance,” 
said cao Pu, chief executive of 
Shanghai Henian Technology, 
which created one of china’s 
most successful virtual idols.

Since virtual idols live and 
die through the strength of 
their technology, the risk of 
embarrassing technical fail-
ures is high.

In one awkward show ap-
pearance, only Amy’s cap ap-
peared onstage.

Other performers have dis-
integrated mid-appearance 
after technical breakdowns 
– including one contestant 
who froze when he tried to 
teach the judges kung fu.

“It’s so embarrassing that I 
don’t think it’s fit for humans 
to watch,” complained one 
viewer on social media.

but the show’s creators have 
batted away criticism.

“many viewers who have 
followed our show from the 
beginning will find that there 
has been a great improvement 
in our technology. contro-
versy is inevitable when new 
things come out.” said Liu, 
the producer. AFP

Zimbabweans munch christmas beetle for health benefits
eArNmOre chikavaza takes 
a mouthful of fried beetles and 
munches happily, downing 
the crunchy snack with a 
mouthful of water.

He runs out of superlatives 
to sum up the benefits of a 
food that is healthy, tasty, 
organic and – a special advan-
tage in a poor country – abso-
lutely free.

The delicacy is the chafer 
beetle, also called the christ-
mas beetle, a dark-red Zimba-
bwean bug which proliferates 
in the southern hemisphere 
country at this time of year.

“You don’t spend anything 
on the beetles. They are free 
relish,” the slender 28-year-
old miner said.

“All you have to do is to go 
out in the bush and shake 
them off or pluck them from 
musasa trees and they come in 
summer when other forms of 
relish are scarce.”

In Zimbabwean towns, food 
tastes have become western-
ised, but in the countryside, 
there remains a time-hon-
oured tradition of eating 
insects, mopani worms and 
white ants – the bounty of rich 
soil and luxuriant vegetation.

chikavaza lives in mhon-
doro, a village about 100km 
southwest of the capital 
Harare.

Three weeks of heavy rain 
have made it too dangerous to 
venture into the mining tun-

nels, so he spends time with a 
bowl in his hands, shaking bee-
tles out of the trees for food.

chikavaza takes his harvest 
to a local lady, Winnie chika-
onda, 72, who helps him cook 
the insects.

The recipe is simple – the 
beetles are boiled until soft 
and then fried until they 
reach the desired level of 
crunchiness.

“As children, we used to go 
out in the bush to harvest 
them,” chikaonda recalled.

“God created them knowing 
they were healthy to eat. It’s a 
pity children from the cities 
don’t like them. They regard 
them as creepy creatures that 
bite.” AFP

A staff member demonstrates the use of animation software at the 
Beijing Mizhi Tech office in Beijing. AFP

Liu Jun watches an episode of virtual idol talent show ‘Dimension Nova’ 
featuring his favourite idol Amy at his apartment in Beijing. AFP

Fans watch projections of the virtual girl band And2girls members on a screen at an event in Shanghai. AFP

Earnmore Chikavaza shows off his bountiful harvest of mandere (chafer beetles, also called Christmas 
beetles) in Mhondoro, Zimbabwe. AFP
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Lifestyle

Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 The kings of “We Three Kings”
  5 “___ Time, Next Year”
  9 Electric bill listing
 14 First family’s home
 15 Wading bird
 16 Kind of spray
 17 Newborn boxful
 20 Chicago team
 21 Cut-rate event
 22 Homicide detective’s request
 25 Silly Putty container
 26 Short and snappy
 28 Peepers
 32 Nothing to write home about
 37 Become used (to)
 38 It’s full of worship songs
 41 UCLA player
 42 Wedge’s task
 43 Mini-play
 44 Very, very thin
 46 Former Chinese chairman
 47 Develops on a vine
 53 Like a noted “son”
 58 True inner self
 59 Where reading materials are 

chosen
 62 Offer one’s two cents
 63 Dirty coat?
 64 Glasses piece
 65 Annoying ones
 66 Quashes
 67 Christian Science founder
DOWN
  1 “Purlie” star Moore
  2 It’s bid
  3 Gain access to
  4 Freshman course word
  5 Honorific for McCartney
  6 Actress Olivia d’___
  7 Offend
  8 Catches sight of
  9 Disengage, in a way
 10 Easy dupes
 11 ___ Minor
 12 Isle of Man man
 13 It may follow something
 18 “Gift” to be skeptical of
 19 Impulse
 23 Without women
 24 Abominable Snowman
 27 Reconnaissance, to the British 

military

 28 Difficult duty
 29 Word with “job” or “hour”
 30 Con ___ (vivaciously)
 31 Religious offshoot
 32 Priestly garb
 33 Quaint dagger
 34 Pincushion alternative
 35 Go cold turkey
 36 Vase with a footed base
 37 Bad little boy
 39 “Beg pardon ...”
 40 The euro replaced it
 44 Multigenerational story
 45 Raspy
 46 Swampy areas
 48 Road crew’s supply
 49 “I give!”
 50 Bugged or vexed
 51 Correct, as text
 52 Full of vim and vinegar
 53 Alka-Seltzer sound
 54 Opportune
 55 Escalator developer
 56 Bumper boo-boo
 57 Capital of Rhone
 60 Atlantic catch
 61 Neutral possessive

“ON FIRE” 

Wednesday’s solution

Wednesday’s solution

montreal offers ‘light 
therapy’ to people in 
covid winter season
I

n the heart of downtown montreal, 
residents of a city battered by months of 
dealing with the coronavirus pandemic 
can now indulge in a little seasonal 

“light therapy”.
A special sound and light display has been set 

up to try to bring some comfort to montreal.
On Festival Square, montrealers can mar-

vel at imposing luminous zoetropes, fast-re-
volving wheels that project illustrations from 
twelve books written from Quebec in a way 
that makes the images seem like animation.

Sitting inside one of these 19th-century 
pre-cinematic contraptions, Alison Abrego 
and Salma houaichi, both 27, push a lever 
towards each other that rolls the illustrations 
on the cylinder, giving the impression that 
the images are coming to life.

houaichi said: “I think we all need therapy 
this year, more than other years. Keeping 
these activities accessible and free in the city 
helps us get out of our bubbles a bit, with ev-
erything being so restricted, and see some-
thing else.”

Abrego said: “It’s super important for your 
morale, for your mental health.”

Olivier Girouard, designer of the work en-
titled Loop, said: “the principle of light ther-
apy is to light up the mind a little, to wake us 
up, to keep us animated.”

Organisers say the installation, entitled 
Light therapy, beating heart, and which is 
the 11th time the annual montreal event has 

been staged, is intended to be “fun, interac-
tive”.

It is made up of five light and sound instal-
lations that will remain in place until march 
14, next year.

catherine Girard Lantagne, acting director 
of programming for the Quartier des Spec-
tacles Partnership said: “We wanted to make 
an enveloping, comforting journey.

“A comforting journey is a journey with 
music that is soft, piano sounds, with a little 
snow falling, with works like that, through 
which we wander, where we take pictures,” 
she said.

every evening at 6:00pm, the display of 
sound and light is projected on to the facades 
of numerous buildings in the city.

For about five minutes, a heartbeat re-
sounds in the streets accompanied by red 
lighting that symbolises solidarity, at a time 
when the city’s vibrant restaurant and the-
atre scene has been forced to close.

Girard Lantagne said: “the heart of mon-
treal is still beating, the heart of culture is 
still beating, that is part of the message we 
wanted to send.”

On the first weekend of december, some 
3,000 people came to see the launch of the 
display, according to the organisers.

“It is very safe as an experiment,” said Gi-
rard Lantagne, pointing to signs that remind 
the public of the health authorities’ recom-
mendations. AFP

Passers-by in Montreal enjoy the Loop, one of the five light installations on display to bring some comfort to 
residents of a city that has been battered by months of coronavirus. AFP

People enjoy the New Moon sound-and-light installation inspired by the culture of the Quartier des Spectacles 
on December 14 in Montreal, Quebec. AFP
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messi breaks Pele’s goal record, 
Atletico remain La Liga leaders
L

ioneL messi over-
took Pele’s record of 
goals for a single club 
on Tuesday as barce-

lona strolled to a 3-0 La Liga 
win at real Valladolid, while 
Atletico madrid kept hold of 
their place at the top of the 
table.

messi struck his 644th goal 
for barca, one more than brazil 
legend Pele scored for Santos, 
in the 65th minute of a routine 
win for ronald Koeman’s side, 
who are fifth in La Liga after 
the win and eight points be-
hind leaders Atletico.

The Argentine, who had 
looked out of sorts this season 
after trying to leave the club 
over the summer, was at the 
heart of a powerful barca per-
formance against admittedly 
poor opposition.

catalan giants barca have 
won three of their last four 
matches after two embarrass-
ing defeats to cadiz and Ju-
ventus earlier this month.

“i see messi happy. He is 
working hard, and he is a very 

important part of our attack-
ing game,” said Koeman after 
the win.

barca started on the front 
foot at the Jose Zorrilla Stadi-
um, with messi flashing a curl-
ing shot wide in the seventh 
minute and forcing a superb 
save from Jordi masip in the 
20th minute.

barca took the lead seconds 
later when messi clipped over 
a beautiful cross which France 
defender clement Lenglet 
headed home.

martin braithwaite gave the 
away side a deserved second 
14 minutes later, when messi 
slipped through Sergio dest, 
who rolled over a perfect low 
cross for the danish interna-
tional to tap home.

messi scored his landmark 
goal with a simple finish after 
bursting through to collect 
Pedri’s delicate backheeled 
assist.

The easy win puts barca 
two points behind Sociedad 
and fourth-placed Villar-
real, who drew 1-1 at home 

with Athletic bilbao.
earlier second-half goals 

from mario Hermoso and 
marcos Llorente earned 
Atletico a 2-0 win away at a 
Sociedad team that started 
the match three points off 
the lead but are now six back 
in third place after their third 
straight league defeat.

diego Simeone’s side are 
three clear of second-placed 
real madrid, who can move 
level again with their city rivals 
with a home win over Granada 
on december 23.

Atletico know that however 
madrid fare they will have 
played two fewer games than 
the reigning champions, while 
Sociedad have played three 
games more than the leaders.

The win was Simeone’s 300th 
league win as Atletico coach.

“it’s means a lot, really a lot. 
i came here with the idea of 
taking Atletico to the summit 
of the game    i can’t thank the 
club enough for what they have 
given me,” the Argentine said.

Sociedad were the bet-

ter side in the first half but 
couldn’t carve a goalscoring 
opportunity in an opening pe-
riod without a shot on target.

Atletico went ahead just 
three minutes after the break 
when Hermoso found himself 
unmarked in the area and per-
fectly met Yannick carrasco’s 
free-kick to send a header fly-
ing into the bottom corner.

Atletico sealed the points 
with 16 minutes remaining, 
Llorente lashed home when 
the ball fell to him on the edge 
of the area to complete a text-
book away performance.

Sevilla are sixth in the league, 
nine points behind Atletico, after 
Suso fired them to a 1-0 win at 
struggling Valencia.

Suso gave the Andalusians 
the points with a thumping 
strike in the 81st minute after 
charging through to collect a 
Joan Jordan through ball.

Valencia are placed 13th and 
just a point above the relega-
tion zone after their sixth con-
secutive league match without 
a win. AFP

napoli win appeal, 
to play Juve again

Arteta’s issues mount as man city reach League cup semi-final

nAPoLi on Tuesday won their 
appeal after being handed a 3-0 
defeat and a one-point deduc-
tion for failing to turn up to 
play Juventus because of coro-
navirus cases.

napoli took their case to the 
italian olympic committee 
(coni), the highest level of 
sporting justice in italy, after 
having appeals rejected by the 
italian Football Federation 
(FiGc) and Serie A.

coni said in a statement 
they “accepted the appeal pre-
sented by napoli and annulled 
without postponement the 
decision of the Sports court of 
Appeal at the FiGc . . . including 
the penalty of losing the match 
and the deduction of one 
point”.l

The october 4 fixture had 
been abandoned rather than 
called off when napoli did not 
travel to Turin.

The restoration of a point 
moves napoli up to third in the 
standings ahead of Juventus, 
who have lost three points, and 
are fourth.

Juventus fell to their first 
defeat of the season later 
deceember 22, losing 3-0 at 
home against Fiorentina. 

The nine-time Serie A cham-
pions are now seven points 
behind leaders Ac milan who 
host Lazio on Wednesday.

“The first comment is that we 
have always been outsiders in 
the affair and indifferent to it,” 
said Juventus chief football 
officer Fabio Paratici.

“When they tell us to play 

we’ll go play. That said, we were 
also there on october 4.”

italian media report that the 
match at Juve’s Allianz Stadi-
um will be rescheduled for 
January 13.

The original match in octo-
ber was to be played just days 
after napoli had faced Genoa, 
who subsequently recorded 
over a dozen covid-19 cases in 
their squad.

napoli argued that they were 
ordered not to travel by the local 
health authority after two play-
ers, Piotr Zielinski and eljif elmas, 
tested positive for covid-19.

The club requested a post-
ponement, but Juventus con-
tinued to prepare as normal. 
The game was officially aban-
doned 45 minutes after its 
scheduled kick off.

The Serie A disciplinary com-
mission ruled there had been 
no “force majeure” preventing 
napoli from travelling despite 
the positive cases and the team 
being in isolation.

italy’s top flight applied UeFA 
rules that say a match can take 
place as long as a side have 13 
healthy players, including a 
goalkeeper.

The only possible exemption 
would be a club which has an 
active outbreak of covid-19 
with more than 10 new positive 
cases in a week.

in that case, the club can 
request a postponement, but 
only once in the season, 
which was the case of Genoa’s 
game against Torino the same 
weekend. AFP

mAncHeSTer city increased 
the pressure on mikel Arteta as 
the League cup holders pow-
ered into the semi-finals with a 

4-1 demolition of troubled 
Arsenal on december 22.

city ensured a miserable 
christmas for beleaguered 

Arsenal boss Arteta by con-
demning his side to a fourth 
defeat in their last six games in 
all competitions.

Gabriel Jesus took just three 
minutes to put city ahead at 
the emirates Stadium and 
although Alexandre Lacazette 
equalised, it was another night 
of torture for Arteta.

Arsenal’s reserve keeper Alex 
runarsson made a horrendous 
mistake when he allowed riyad 
mahrez’s free-kick to squirm 
into the net. Phil Foden and 
Aymeric Laporte piled on the 
pain for Arsenal with further 
goals to seal the rout.

Languishing 15th in the Pre-
mier League after losing five of 
their last seven games – their 
worst start to a season since 
1974-75 – Arsenal are in crisis.

Amid talk of dressing room 

unrest, Arteta, who worked as 
Pep Guardiola’s city assistant 
before joining Arsenal 12 months 
ago, will be in danger of the sack 
if Arsenal’s wretched run contin-
ues into the new year.

“We have to turn it around. if 
we don’t, we are in big trouble. So 
that is the moment which is going 
to decide our season,” Arteta said. 
He made eight changes from 
Saturday’s defeat at everton, yet 
city made seven switches of 
their own and still went ahead 
in the blink of an eye.

Jesus started the move wide 
on the left when he fed Foden 
and made an astute run into 
the six-yard box.

oleksandr Zinchenko’s cross 
reached Jesus and, aided by 
runarsson’s missed punch, the 
brazilian netted with a clinical 
header at the near post while 

the Gunners’ defence stood 
and watched.

Arsenal equalised against the 
run of play in the 31st minute 
as Gabriel martinelli’s cross 
from the byline found Laca-
zette, who threw himself for-
ward to guide his header into 
the roof of the net.

city were gifted the lead again 
in the 54th minute when runars-
son allowed a shot that was 
straight at him to slip through 
his gloves like a bar of soap.

Knockout blow
With no VAr in the League 

cup, Foden’s run from a slight-
ly offside position went 
unchecked and he delivered 
the knockout blow with a cool 
flick over runarsson.

Foden turned provider in the 
73rd minute with a teasing cross 

that was headed in by Laporte.
city trail eight points behind 

Premier League leaders Liver-
pool, but they are unbeaten in 
their last nine games in all 
competitions – conceding just 
two goals in that period.

Guardiola’s men have won 
the League cup for the last 
three seasons and are bidding 
to become the first team to win 
it four years in a row since Liv-
erpool from 1981 to 1984.

brentford, fourth in the 
championship,enjoyed a shock 
1-0 win against Premier League 
side newcastle thanks to Josh 
dasilva’s 66th minute goal in 
west London.

Thomas Frank’s team had 
already knocked out West bro-
mwich Albion, Southampton 
and Fulham en route to the 
quarter-finals. AFP

Barcelona’s Argentine forward Lionel Messi (right) overtakes Pele’s record of goals for a single club with this strike against Valladolid. AFP

Napolis forward Arkadiusz Milik (right) celebrates after scoring the 
winning goal in a penalty shootout on June 17. AFP

Arsenal’s Spanish manager Arteta ponders his options in the English 
League Cup quarter final football match against Manchester City. AFP



Sport

16 THE PHNOM PENH POST  december  24, 2020  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

Sport’s 2020: 15 notable moments
A

FP Sport picks out 15 mo-
ments in sport during an 
extraordinary, coronavirus-
disrupted 2020: 

Bayern sweep to Champions League 
title

When the pandemic forced UeFA 
to transform the final stages of the 
champions League into a mini-tour-
nament in Lisbon, bayern looked the 
best team from the start. Hansi Flick’s 
accomplished side won their sixth 
european crown thanks to a Kingsley 
coman’s header against Paris Saint-
Germain.

Hamilton joins the F1 legends
When michael Schumacher bowed 

out of Formula One, few thought his 
record of 91 Grand Prix wins and seven 
world championships would ever be 
matched. In 2020, 35-year-old briton 
Lewis Hamilton won 11 of the 17 races 
to take his tally beyond Schumacher’s 
record to 95, and equalling the Ger-
man’s seven titles.

 
DQ for Djoko 

World number one Novak djokovic 
went into the US Open looking for an 
18th major triumph, and going into 
his fourth round match, the Serb had 
not lost a singles match in 2020.

It all went wrong though when the 
33-year-old vented his frustration af-
ter dropping his service by hitting a 
ball behind him, striking a female line 
judge in the throat. djokovic imme-
diately apologised but after a lengthy 
discussion, he was disqualified, leav-
ing the field open for dominic Thiem.

Lucky 13 for Nadal 
roland Garros was rescheduled to 

late September/early October. rafael 
Nadal bulldozed his way to the final 
where he beat djokovic, who was 
keen to atone for his mishap at Flush-
ing meadows. Nadal claimed his 13th 
French Open title and matched Feder-
er’s record of 20 major wins.  

Swiatek takes Pole position at Ro-
land Garros

19-year-old Iga Swiatek was only 
ranked 54th in the world when she 
travelled to roland Garros. Two weeks 

later, she won in the final, climbed  to 
world number 17 and became the first 
Pole to win a Grand Slam singles title. 

It was a breathtaking fortnight for 
Swiatek who became the youngest 
female singles winner since monica 
Seles in 1992.  

Liverpool end 30-year wait
Under Jurgen Klopp, the reds had 

threatened for two years before land-
ing their first domestic title since 
1990. 

Strengthened by the addition of 
goalkeeper Alisson and centre-back 
Virgil van dijk, in 2019-20 they gal-
loped to an almost unassailable 
lead, but the pandemic halted foot-
ball. When the season resumed, they 
pushed forward and lifted the trophy 
on an empty Kop. 

Pogacar’s power pedalling
A virus-delayed Tour de France 

took place in September, which was 

in itself a massive achievement. It 
produced an incredible race, and saw 
Slovenian Tadej Pogacar become just 
the seventh man to win it at his first 
attempt, raising it to a higher plane. 

The then 21-year-old had won two 
stages but was 57 seconds behind 
countryman Primoz roglic going into 
the penultimate stage time trial. As 
roglic choked, Pogacar burned up the 
road to win his third stage and take 
the yellow jersey for the first time. 

Cricket in the time of corona
When coronavirus first struck it 

looked as though all summer sport 
would be written off but on July 8 
at the rose bowl in Southampton, 
england and the West Indies, who 
had been in a bio-secure bubble for 
a month, emerged to play a thrilling 
Test behind closed doors. 

West Indies edged the opener 
thanks to fine performances by Shan-
non Gabriel and Jermaine black-

wood but england came back to take 
the three-Test series. The real winner, 
though, was the england and Wales 
cricket board who managed this 
and further series against Pakistan, 
as well as OdI series against Ireland 
and Australia, impeccably. 

36 all out
Any cricket team can have a bad 

day at the office but few have suf-
fered a batting meltdown to compare 
with India, captained by the great Vi-
rat Kohli, when they were bowled out 
for just 36 by Australia in the first Test 
in Adelaide in december. 

Mourning Kobe Bryant
The helicopter crash outside Los 

Angeles on January 26 that claimed 
the life of five-time NbA champion 
Kobe bryant, his daughter Gianna 
and seven others sent shockwaves 
through basketball and the US. bry-
ant played for the Los Angeles Lakers 

throughout his 20-year career before 
retiring in April 2016. 

Athletics finds a new star
Pole vaulter Armand duplantis set 

a new world record of 6.18m in an 
indoor meet in Glasgow in February 
a week after clearing 6.17m. The US-
based Swede with the teen movie 
looks then produced the highest 
outdoor vault of all time (6.15m) and 
finished the year undefeated in 16 
competitions.

Not quite so Iron Mike 
mike Tyson was once the undis-

puted heavyweight champion of the 
world. but, 15 years after his retire-
ment, and aged 54, he clambered 
back through the ropes to take on roy 
Jones Jnr, 51, in an exhibition fight. 

The two gave glimpses of their former 
glories as they battled to a draw, but hip 
hop star Snoop dogg said: “This is like 
two of my uncles fighting at the barbe-
cue!” in his TV commentary. 

Mahomes leads the Chiefs to Super 
Bowl glory

Patrick mahomes led the Kansas 
city chiefs to 21 straight points in the 
final 6min 13sec to beat the San Fran-
cisco 49ers 31-20 in the Super bowl.

The quarterback was named Super 
bowl mVP for landing the chiefs’ first 
NFL title for half a century.

The match that never should have 
been played

Liverpool’s defeat to Atletico ma-
drid in the champions League last 
16 on march 11 was notable less for 
the result than for the fact that 50,000 
people gathered at Anfield at a time 
when coronavirus was already ram-
pant. 

Scientists have pinpointed the 
match as one of the key superspread-
er events in england.

A message of hope
Francesco caputo, a forward for 

Italian football club Sassuolo, spoke 
for the whole world when he lifted 
his shirt to reveal the message: “It will 
all be fine, stay at home” as covid-
19 ravaged Italy on its way to taking 
hold in europe. afp

Ten-man Juve crash to first Serie A defeat of season
TeN-man Juventus crashed 
to their first Serie A defeat of 
the season 3-0 at home 
against Fiorentina on Tues-
day in a nightmare final 
game before christmas.

The defeat came hours 
after the champions learned 
they must play the match 
against Napoli which was 
cancelled on October 4 after 
Napoli decided not to travel 
to Turin because of corona-
virus cases.

On Tuesday, Napoli won their 
appeal to the Italian Olympic 
committee (cONI) after being 
handed a 3-0 defeat and a one-
point deduction.

As a result Juventus, who had 
started the day with 27 points, 
finished it with 24.

Juventus are fourth, tied on 
points with Napoli and roma, 

and seven points behind lead-
ers Ac milan, who play Lazio 
on Wednesday.

“It’s not a problem for us to 
play the Napoli game, but it 
seems unfair on the other 
teams who travelled, and per-
haps lost points, with absences 
due to covid,” said Juventus 
coach Andrea Pirlo.

“I’m more sorry for them 
than for us.

“What happened in the after-
noon, however, must not be an 
excuse for the defeat. We start-
ed with the wrong attitude. 

“When you start like this 
then you get into trouble, 
which we did. 

“Unfortunately, before 
christmas it happens that your 
head is on holidays, we 
shouldn’t have allowed this.”

The champions got off to a 

terrible start in their Allianz 
Stadium with Fiorentina’s 
Franck ribery setting up dusan 
Vlahovic for the opener after 
just three minutes.

The Serb shook off matthi-
js de Ligt to slot in past an 
out-rushing Wojciech Szcz-
esny for his third goal in as 
many games.

Juventus played most of the 
match a man down after Juan 
cuadrado was sent off on 17 
minutes for a reckless sliding 
tackle on Gaetano castrovilli. 
The referee’s yellow card turned 
to red after a VAr viewing.

Not even cristiano ronaldo 
could make the difference for 
the hosts. The Portuguese 
missed chances in the first half 
and a header on target after the 
break was ruled offside.

Juventus also had penalty 

appeals on ronaldo and Fed-
erico bernardeschi tackles 
rejected.

“cuadrado’s sending off is 
clear, there could be other epi-
sodes for us but I don’t want to 
comment, everyone sees 
them,” added Pirlo.

Fiorentina doubled the lead 
after 76 minutes with the ball 
bou nci ng of f Juvent us 
defender Alex Sandro and 
into the goal. martine cac-
eres turned in a cristiano 
biraghi cross from close range 
five minutes later.

Fiorentina’s second win of 
the season, and first since 
October 25, moved the Tuscany 
side up to 15th position.

“I asked the team for cour-
age and we succeeded,” said 
coach cesare Prandelli after 
his first win since taking over 

last month. 
“We decided this was the time 

to take a risk. It’s an extraordi-
nary win, now we need to work 
on our consistency.”

earlier brazilian Junior mes-
sias scored a brace to move 
promoted crotone off the bot-
tom of the table with a 2-1 win 
over Parma. afp

Bayern Munich players celebrate with the trophy after the UEFA Champions League final football match between Paris Saint-Germain 
and Bayern Munich at the Luz stadium in Lisbon. pool/afp

Fiorentina midfielder Gaetano Castrovilli (front) and Juventus defender 
Danilo go for a header in an Italian Serie A football match. afp
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