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May Kunmakara

CAMBODIAN importers and 
exporters can now apply for 
ASEAN Customs Declaration 
Documents (ACDD) electroni-
cally through the ASEAN Single 
Window (ASW), the General 
Department of Customs and 
Excise of Cambodia (GDCE) 
said on December 24.

The documents will be rec-
ognised by authorities of the 
10 ASEAN member states, 
which brings the facilitation of 
trade and customs clearance 
in the region up a notch.

The GDCE said it will 
implement the “exchange of 
ACDD and ASEAN Trade in 
Goods Agreement [ATIGA] 
e-Form D which are issued by 
the authorities of the ASEAN 
member states from the date 
of the announcement”.

Cambodia Chamber of 
Commerce vice-president Lim 
Heng said the paperless sys-
tem initiative marks signifi-
cant progress for cross-border 
trade promotion and trade 
facilitation that the private 
sector has been calling for.

The move “also contributes 
to reducing the bureaucracy 
and customs barriers. We 
have observed that the gov-
ernment has been modern-
ised not only in customs and 
excise but also in taxation”, 
he said, noting that technol-
ogy use has cut down on 
face-to-face interactions.

“We wish to see this kind of 
paperless system be applied 
not only among ASEAN 

member states but also with 
other countries,” Heng said.  

The ASW is a regional initia-
tive that links and integrates 
the National Single Windows 
(NSWs) of the 10 ASEAN 
member states, according to 
the ASEAN Secretariat.

“The ASW’s objective is to 
expedite cargo clearance and 
promote ASEAN economic 
integration by enabling the 
electronic exchange of bor-
der trade-related documents 
among ASEAN member 
states,” it said.

Anthony Galliano, the group 
CEO of financial services firm 
Cambodian Investment Man-
agement Holding Co Ltd, 
pointed out that Cambodia 
now interfaces with other par-
ticipating ASEAN members 
who have successfully adopt-
ed the ASW initiative.

“Cambodia can take advan-
tage of this secure IT archi-
tecture and legal framework 
that will allow trade, trans-
port and commercial data to 
be exchanged electronically 
among government agencies 
and the trading community,” 
he said.

Among the benefits are the 
seamless, secure and reliable 
exchange of data based on 
international standards 
between member states and 
trading partners, he said.

Additional benefits include 
a binding legal framework 
that governs both domestic 
and cross-border exchange
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Mom Kunthear

P
RIME Minister Hun Sen is set 
to address the nation regard-
ing the “November 28 com-
munity event” – a reference 

to last month’s outbreak and com-
munity transmission of Covid-19.

The planned address, due to be 
broadcast live on national televi-
sions on December 29, comes as the 
Ministry of Health reported four re-
coveries – one community transmis-
sion case and three imported cases 

– with only four more remaining 
hospitalised as of December 28.

Television Kampuchea (TVK) said 
it would broadcast Hun Sen’s live 
address on the November 28 inci-
dent and other Covid-19-related is-
sues from his residence in Kandal 
province’s Takhmao town at 9am.

This marks the second time that 
the prime minister will have ad-
dressed the nation concerning the 
recent outbreak. On December 15, 
he spoke for four hours about the 
event, safety measures being em-

ployed, and plans for the purchase 
of Covid-19 vaccines. 

Separately, from December 20-28, 
over 3,000 migrant workers have 
returned from Thailand via check-
points in the seven border provinces 
and are being quarantined as stipu-
lated by the health ministry, accord-
ing to provincial officials.

Banteay Meanchey Provincial Ad-
ministration spokesman Sek Sok-
hom told The Post that more than 
1,000 Cambodian migrant workers 
had returned from Thailand via the 

province during that time.
He said the provincial authorities 

had prepared sufficient quarantine 
accommodations for them and of-
fered them three meals daily. The 
workers, he added, understood the 
seriousness of containing the pan-
demic and intended to comply with 
their quarantine.

“Civil servants from all departments, 
police and medical staff have taken 
turns standing by at all quarantine 
sites round the clock to help them if 
they have health problems,” he said.

Oddar Meanchey deputy provin-
cial governor Dy Rado estimated that 
1,300 returning migrant workers had 
entered the province from Thailand 
since December 20. They were sent 
to quarantine facilities prepared by 
provincial and district authorities. 
Returning migrants whose homes 
were in other provinces were taken 
there for quarantine, he explained.

“In general, between 100 and 200 
workers have entered the province

PM to address nation on Covid 
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Cambodia adopts 
ASEAN service for 
customs clearance

THEY transport goods from 
Europe to Britain, export Brit-
ish produce to the EU, or recruit 
scientists and researchers . . . 
AFP has spoken to three people 
whose lives will be directly 
affected when Britain leaves 
the EU’s single market and cus-
toms union on December 31.

dimitar Velinov, lorry driver 
A truck driver with many years 

of experience under his belt, Bul-
garian Dimitar Velinov, 74, says 
he is expecting long queues at 

the UK border from January 1.
“To me, Brexit means logistical 

chaos, which will hinder our 
work,” he explains in the garage 
of his employer Eurospeed, based 
in the outskirts of Sofia which 
employs more than 300 drivers.

Velinov says: “I transport 
goods across the European 
Union and for me it is important 
to be able to do my job without 
problems, without having to wait 
at borders for one or two days.”

Crossing the Channel was 
already difficult as for years 

migrants have tried to stow 
away illegally in lorries head-
ing to Britain.

But Brexit will make it even 
more so, the driver says, com-
plaining that he gets no sleep 
at all while waiting to embark 
from the French port of Calais 
to avoid heavy fines for those 
found carrying stowaways.

sam crowe, fisherman 
“We want to leave, 90 per 

cent of fishermen want to 
leave,” says 26-year-old Sam 

Crowe from Scarborough in 
the north of England.

He says: “I still do feel like we 
are left in the dark a lot for what 
we do. The fish that we land and 
the scallops and the shrimps, 
all that is the freshest food on 
this planet and we’re not praised 
enough for what we do.”

Crowe, who principally 
catches crab in the North Sea 
for export to Europe and Chi-
na, says he has been heartened

coNtINued – page 9

Three voices of desperation amid Brexit

swimming in fish
the early season for catching fish to make prahok, cambodia’s signature fermented fish paste that is a hallmark of the national 
cuisine, will end at the next full moon on december 29. HEAN RANGSEY
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each day. Prior to the recent 
outbreak in Thailand’s Samut 
Sakhon province, cambodian 
migrant workers still had not 
returned to Thailand since 
march as both countries had 
agreed to close the border tem-
porarily until further notice. both 
sides have allowed only trans-
port trucks carrying goods to 
cross the border,” he said.

rado emphasised that 
quarantine is mandatory for 
all returning migrants.

Koh Kong provincial 
spokesman mom malika also 
said that in the past week, 
23 migrant workers had re-
turned from Thailand, all of 

whom had been quarantined. 
“Their health is good as 

normal, and they are migrant 
workers from [Thailand’s] 
Trat province, not from Sam-
ut Sakhon. They cooperated 
when coming to quarantine. 
Getting them all to quaran-
tine locations, however, was 
a logistical challenge for the 
authorities and police be-
cause Koh Kong has so many 
entry routes,” he said.

Last week, the Prospective 
economic bureau of Senegal 
– a state agency in the Sene-
galese Prime minister Office 
– ranked cambodia number 
one in the world for contain-
ing the covid-19 pandemic 
well.

Kingdom ranked No1 
in containing covid-19 

Mom Kunthear

THe ministry of Health has 
again reminded all private 
health service providers to 
issue computer-printed pre-
scriptions and results from 
laboratories after finding that 
some clinics still give patients 
handwritten paperwork 
which is not in accordance 
with medical regulations.

clinics which fail to comply 
will be subject to fines and 
possibly closure.

Spokeswoman Or Vandine 
issued a letter on december 
25 stating that the ministry 
has observed compliance with 
its directives for computerised 
prescriptions from some pri-
vate clinics but not from oth-
ers. She discouraged hand-
written medical documents as 
messy and substandard.

“All private practitioners of 
health services, please imple-
ment procedures in accordance 
with the health ministry’s guid-
ance in issuing computer-gen-
erated medical prescriptions.

“For any case where a private 
health service does not obey 
the instructions, the health 
ministry will strictly enforce 
measures on that business and 
issue a fine of up to five million 
riel [$1220], and in accordance 
with the inter-ministerial an-
nouncement by the health 
ministry and the ministry of 
economy and Finance, actions 
may be taken to revoke their li-
cence and even shut down the 
business,” she said. 

Vandine noted that the min-
istry had previously issued in-
structions during 2017-2018 to 
all private health services to pre-
pare to implement a clear, com-
puterised prescription system.

 “I think the time has come 
that we should strictly imple-
ment the instructions of the 
health minister. We have ob-
served that some prescrip-
tions couldn’t be read. even 
though it has not been many, 
this is an issue where we need 
to make improvements to 
bring all service providers in 
line with the ministry’s long-
time guidance,” she said.

Vandine said that the warn-
ing was issued not from an 
interest to punish noncom-
pliance but to address short-
comings in the country’s 
health services sector. She 
added that the ministry had 
occasionally received inqui-
ries from people whose pre-
scriptions were illegible.

Thirty year-old mom Sak 
said that he had become ac-
customed to handwritten 
prescriptions being unread-
able but hoped the ministry’s 
efforts would succeed.

“I support the health min-
istry’s measures to encourage 
private health services to uti-
lise computers for prescrip-
tions, but if they are written by 
hand, please write carefully. 
Please don’t make it readable 
by the doctor alone,” he said.

run Sokhom, 29, said that 
she had received handwritten 
prescriptions which were dif-
ficult to read as well as some 
which were computer-printed.

“Handwriting prescriptions 
is not really the issue, but 
please write them clearly be-
cause sometimes pharmacy 
staff could not read the name 
of the medicine. In such 
cases, pharmacists might 
provide the wrong medicine 
which could affect a patient’s 
health,” she said.

Private clinics ordred to 
follow prescription ruleminister: Transparency vital in 

identifying poor households
Niem Chheng

m
INISTer of In-
terior Sar Kheng 
has instructed all 
municipal and 

provincial governors to im-
prove the process of identify-
ing poor households qualified 
for financial support from the 
government’s cash handout 
programme. 

The move came after min-
ister of Planning chhay Than 
urged local authorities not to 
collude with relatives or better-
off families to get IdPoor cards.

In a directive dated decem-
ber 28, Sar Kheng said that 
from June to december, more 
than 700,000 households, 
equivalent to 2.8 million peo-
ple, have been receiving the 
government’s financial support 
every month. The financial aid 
is greatly appreciated by the 
public from all walks of life.

The government will con-
tinue this programme for 
another three months from 
January to march 2021. The 
authorities must implement 
this programme effectively, 
transparently and fairly, Sar 
Kheng said.

“municipal and provincial 
governors must give strict in-
structions to the local authori-
ties, especially village and com-
mune chiefs and commune 
councillors, to strengthen their 
work in identifying poor house-
holds as requested during the 
covid-19 pandemic. The pro-
cess must be done appropri-
ately, clearly and thoroughly. 

“Local authorities must not 
collude in registering their 
relatives, friends or acquain-
tances who are not poor and 
vulnerable to get the financial 
support,” he said.

municipal, provincial and 
district administrations have 
to monitor, inspect and urge 
commune administrations to 
administer the programme 
for the poor and vulnerable in 

a transparent, countable, and 
effective manner. 

Provincial authorities must 
take strict legal action against 
any commune officials who 
do not follow stipulated 
guidelines and procedures 
for the cash handout pro-
gramme, Sar Kheng said.

In a letter to Sar Kheng on 
december 21, planning minis-
ter chhay Than requested that 
an instruction be issued to lo-
cal authorities over the matter. 

According to the ministry of 
economy and Finance, from 
June to the end of November, 
704,135 households had re-
ceived around $175 million 
of financial support from the 
government.

Kampong Speu provincial 
governor Vey Samnang told 
The Post on december 28 that 
he already instructed local 
officials under his authority 
to heed the instructions. The 
province, he said, never had 

any case in which commune 
officials had misappropriated 
government funds by regis-
tering their family members 
who are not qualified for the 
IdPoor status.

“We will follow up and moni-
tor the process of issuing Id-
Poor cards carried out by village 
and commune chiefs to see if 
they have committed fraud. 

“It does not mean that the 
village and commune chiefs 
are not poor. What they should 
avoid is including their [well-
off] relatives in the list to re-
ceive government support,” he 
said, denying recent allegations 
that officials had committed 
wrongdoing by including bet-
ter-off families in the list.

citing an example, he said 
a well-off family in Kampong 
Speu’s Samrong Tong district 
recently became poor after 
the breadwinner was killed in 
a traffic accident. 

The family then received Id-

Poor cards for this reason, but 
have been under suspicion by 
locals who accused the au-
thorities of including a rich 
household in the IdPoor list. 

The case prompted an inves-
tigation by a committee which 
then accepted that the family 
was poor, Samnang said.

Planning ministry spokes-
person Srey da said that since 
June, 14,400 cards have been 
revoked because some families’ 
livelihoods improved but they 
still received IdPoor cards. 

“relevant ministries and 
authorities will recover the 
money from fraud cases com-
mitted by officials and return 
the money to the government. 
For ordinary people, we only 
revoke the cards, but we don’t 
take back the money. 

“Then, we forward the cas-
es to the interior ministry for 
them to take further action 
against officials who commit-
ted fraud,” Srey da said.

PoorID cards are handed to people in Oddar Meanchey province on December 22. Banteay Meanchey Provincial 
adMinistration

Prime Minister Hun Sen is set to address the nation on December 29. sPM
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Khouth Sophak Chakrya

cHbAr mON town police in 
Kampong Speu province on 
december 28 released 42 peo-
ple after detaining them the 
previous night for violating 
the ministry of Health’s safety 
guidelines intended to pre-
vent the spread of covid-19. 

chbar mon town police 
chief Ouch Heang said they 
flouted the ministry’s guide-
lines and ignored rules put 
in place for the benefit of 
their own safety by gathering 
indoors at a nightclub for a 
night of revelry.

Of the 42 people, 11 were 
found to be under the influ-
ence of illegal drugs when the 
urine samples they provided 
were tested. All of them, in-
cluding those with positive 
drug tests, were released after 
signing a letter promising not 
to repeat their offence. 

Heang said the nightclub 
was divided into two parts, 
with the front section used 
as a restaurant and the back 
area as a bar. 

After examining the site, the 
police determined that the 
club had violated the health 
ministry’s safety standards and 
restrictions regarding the oper-
ation of entertainment venues. 

In the interests of public 
safety and health, police de-
cided to temporarily shut 
down the bar portion of the 
business until further notice.

“We will permit the restau-
rant to operate normally, but 
they still need to follow the 
health ministry’s social dis-
tancing guidelines,” he said.  

The club owner, Hean Leang 
Heng, said on december 28 
that he had signed a contract 
agreeing to temporarily close 
the bar. 

Leang Heng said he had 
made sure people practiced 
good hygiene and social dis-
tancing both at the bar and 
the restaurant.   

“Now, I agreed to close the 
bar, but I can’t close the res-
taurant because I need it to 
generate profits to pay off 
some bank debts,” he said, 
adding that since the out-
break of covid-19, his profits 
had dropped sharply, making 
it difficult to even meet pay-
roll for his employees.

ministry spokeswoman Or 
Vandine said on december 28 
that even though there had not 
been any new cases of covid-
19 community transmission 
in the last few days, everyone 
must stay on their guard be-
cause any carelessness could 
lead to an outbreak. 

“The violation of safety 
measures by an individual 
puts that person at risk, but 
it also puts their families and 
anyone they happen to come 
in contact with at risk if they 
are unaware they have be-
come infected. 

“We protect everyone in 
our society by protecting our-
selves,” she said.

chbar mon 
police let 42 
go after virus 
rule breach

rainsy faces 
up to five years 
in prison for 
insulting King

Kingdom plans pilot training school next year

 Voun Dara

T
He Phnom Penh 
municipal court on 
december 28 charged 
former opposition 

leader Sam rainsy with insult-
ing the King under Article 437 
of the criminal code. 

rainsy – the former president 
of the Supreme court-dissolved 
cambodia National rescue 
Party (cNrP) – faces between 
one and five years in prison and 
a fine of between two and 10 
million riel ($500 and $2,500) if 
found guilty, according to court 
spokesman Kuch Kimlong.

Kimlong said rainsy post-
ed a message on Facebook 
on december 20 wherein he 
flagrantly insulted King No-
rodom Sihamoni. 

He added that munici-
pal court deputy prosecu-
tor Seng Heang decided to 
charge rainsy with insulting 

the King following an inves-
tigation into the matter. 

On december 25, minister 
of Justice Koeut rith issued 
a letter to municipal court 
prosecutor chreng Khmao, 
instructing him to take urgent 
and serious action against 
rainsy for the crime of insult-
ing the King. 

Kin Phea, director of the 
royal Academy of cambodia’s 
International relations Insti-
tute, said the charge against 
rainsy meets the definition 
of a flagrant crime under the 
criminal code.

“The charge is in agreement 
with the facts of the case and 
the application of the law. If 
we consider the potential pun-
ishment Sam rainsy would 
be facing along with his cur-
rent age, we can’t say for sure 
whether he’d complete the 
sentence or how many years 
he’d serve. At his age, he may 

never make it out,” said Phea.
Former opposition law-

maker Ou chanrath said on 
december 28 that rainsy may 
have insulted the King out of 
frustration over not being 
able to return to cambodia.  

“I think Sam rainsy maybe 
thinks that he will never be 
able to return to cambodia, 
so he finally decided “what-
ever” basically and he doesn’t 
care what happens,” he said.

chanrath added that 
rainsy had “dared to insult 
[the king] fully understand-

ing that it was against the 
law and maybe it meant that 
he had already decided he 
couldn’t ever return.”

“I think that if they want to 
negotiate a political solution, 
then each politician should 
engage in behaviour that is 
consistent with that goal [in-
stead of engaging in conflict]. 
Political disagreements are 
inevitable in any country,” 
chanrath added. 

Political analyst Lao mong 
Hay said cambodian politi-
cians should deal with the is-

sues and not engage in “per-
sonality assassination”.

“despite my opposition to 
the ‘lese majeste law’, and 
despite my public appeal to 
the King not to sign off on 
that law, and despite my hav-
ing great admiration for Sam 
rainsy – I cannot condone 
name calling addressed to 
our King, not by him or by 
anybody else. 

“A sensible person would 
not oppose the present legal 
action against Sam rainsy for 
it,” he said.

Nov Sivutha

cAmbOdIA plans to open a 
pilot training school next year 
in response to an acute short-
age of pilots needed to fa-
cilitate growth in cambodia’s 
aviation sector.

Khan Vanna, director-gen-
eral for Technical Services and 
Operations at the State Secre-
tariat of civil Aviation (SScA), 
told The Post on december 28 
that the SScA had been work-
ing with a company to estab-
lish a pilot training school in 
cambodia – with affordable 
tuition prices – as soon as 
possible to help cambodian 
post-secondary students who 
wish to become pilots begin 
the necessary training.

According to statistics in-
cluded in a presentation 
given by Vanna, cambodia is 
lacking about 90 per cent of 
the human resources neces-
sary to serve the civil aviation 
sector in the country. 

Study abroad opportunities 
in this field have narrowed re-
cently along with scholarship 
availability, due to the high 
costs associated with pilot 
training. 

“The cambodian economy 
today is a free market system, 
and cambodian people who 
have a lot of resources and 
personal wealth should send 
their children to school at 
their own expense. but help 
will be available for poor stu-
dents who would otherwise 
qualify for the programme. 

“cambodia is negotiating 
with the [pilot training] com-
pany to offer a discount which 
is lower than market price to 
cambodian youths who wish 
to continue their studies in 

the aviation industry.
“After graduating, the SScA 

will help them look for jobs 
and then help them to nego-
tiate their contracts and sala-
ries,” Vanna said.  

He said those who graduat-
ed and became licensed pilots 
could expect to receive a salary 
in line with international stan-
dards for the profession, even 
if working from cambodia. 

That would mean, Vanna 
said, an average starting 
monthly salary of more than 
$3,000 that could rise to $5,000 
after two years of service, with 
further increases possible de-
pending on their specific em-
ployment situation.

current planning has the 
school opening its doors in 

may 2021 with a comparative-
ly low tuition cost of approxi-
mately $10,000. Pilot training 
undertaken abroad typically 
costs around $140,000 or 
more in total between tuition 
fees and living expenses, with 
the tuition alone often cost-
ing in excess of $80,000.

“Some cambodians who 
have gone to the US for their 
pilot training [and to work] 
may eventually return here, 
and if they do they won’t be dis-
appointed. We will help them 
to find a job in aviation here 
as we know there will be many 
opportunities due to growth. 
currently, we have around 30 
cambodian pilots,” he said.

cambodia Association 
of Travel Agents president 

chhay Sivlin welcomed the 
initiative to establish a pilot 
training school in cambodia 
given the country’s expand-
ing airport capacity and fast 
growing civil aviation sector.

She said that in the past, 
cambodia lacked the re-
sources to train people in this 
skill to a high enough stan-
dard but now, in partnership 
with a foreign company, it is 
achievable.

She pointed out that its pres-
ence here in cambodia, com-
bined with its low tuition costs, 
would greatly enrich human 
resources within the aviation 
sector and could be an impor-
tant step in helping the indus-
try here to mature fully. 

“If we want to expand further, 

then this training programme 
puts some of the resources 
needed right in our hands. 

“One must consider, though, 
that the aviation sector and 
tourism sector are linked to-
gether. When we have more 
expertise and more advanced 
capacities in human resources, 
it will build the confidence of 
tourists who won’t hesitate or 
worry any longer about coming 
to visit our country,” she said.

Seng Suyhak, a pilot candidate 
who is preparing to graduate 
from his training programme in 
the US, also acknowledged that 
cambodia is currently suffering 
from a shortage of pilots and 
other professionals in the field 
of aviation. 

He observed that this was 
perhaps due in part to some 
of cambodia’s veteran pilots 
having retired in recent years 
without there being enough 
younger pilots or trainees to 
serve as replacements.

Suyhak also applauded the 
government’s plans to fa-
cilitate the opening of a pilot 
training school in cambodia. 

“It would make it far easier 
for cambodians who want to 
follow this career to get start-
ed, especially with the lower 
costs,” he said.  

Suyhak said a good site for 
the pilot training school in 
cambodia could be Koh Kong 
province. 

With his own training near-
ly complete, he plans to finish 
his studies and graduate from 
his programme in the US. 

but after that, he says, he 
would love to be able to re-
turn to cambodia and fly for 
one of the airlines serving the 
country that he will always 
consider his true home.

Sam Rainsy, the former president of the Supreme Court-dissolved Cambodia National Rescue Party (CNRP). 
HONG MENEA

Seng Suyhak, a pilot candidate who is preparing to graduate from his training programme in the US. SUPPLIED
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Long Kimmarita

THe ministry of Information 
will conduct training seminars 
for journalists and information 
department officials around the 
country to acquaint them with 
the Press Law and related statutes 
and ensure compliance.

Sok Prasidh, chairman of the 
ministry’s legislation committee, 
announced that a team of attor-
neys at the ministry had been as-
signed to prepare a strategic plan 
to offer instructional sessions for 
members of the media as well as 
municipal and provincial officials.

The forums will introduce 
regulations with a wide range of 
applications including privacy 
law, criminal and civil law, press 
freedom and journalistic stan-
dards. The programme intends to 
educate journalists and officials 
about problems that can arise 
under the Press Law and how to 
prevent them, Prasidh explained.  

“I support the lawyers at the 
ministry who have all committed 
to protecting the public’s common 
interest. They are facilitating this 
programme to serve officials un-
der the ministry and people vul-
nerable to any injustice,” he said.

Prasidh compared journalists 
to a mirror reflecting society. but 
problems arise when reporters’ 
work violates laws or social cus-
toms, he said, making it impera-
tive to train members of the me-
dia with regard to pertinent rules 
so that they would clearly under-
stand and abide by them.

Hopefully, he added, reporters 
will avoid being sued when fulfill-

ing their roles professionally and 
properly, and in such an event, 
they would be entitled to legal 
representation under the law. 

On recommendation of informa-
tion minister Khieu Kanharith, the 
working group of attorneys was es-
tablished on September 11, com-
prising nine volunteer members.

Phan Samphos, head of the 
working group, told The Post they 
would cooperate with leaders at 
the ministry on law enforcement 
and provide legal counselling to 
journalists. 

“We must train reporters be-
cause, currently, some are not 
yet well informed about the Press 
Law. They are not well informed 
about their roles and duties and 
how to perform them. Although 
reporters are meant to reflect the 
community, sometimes they lose 
their professional impartiality 
and go beyond the boundary of 
the law. This can be problematic 
for society,” she said. 

Samphos added that accord-
ing to the strategic plan, training 
sessions would be held monthly 
or quarterly in each province by 
local lawyers. 

bun Tha, reporter for bTV in 
Preah Sihanouk province, ap-
plauded the plan, saying the pro-
gramme could help journalists 
better understand relevant laws.

“This training is very impor-
tant. When the rule of law is fun-
damental and everyone abides 
by the law, society improves.  
reporters will learn about their 
roles and duties. This will help to 
review certain points that report-
ers might forget,” he said.

ministry to offer training 
seminars to journalistsForestry crimes on the rise

Voun Dara

T
He ministry of environment 
on december 28 issued a re-
port detailing crackdowns on 
illegal activities in protected 

natural areas and biodiversity conser-
vation corridors. 

According to the report, forest rangers 
responded to 8,917 cases of natural re-
source crimes over the past 12 months, 
an increase of 3,442 cases, or 63 per cent, 
over last year’s 5,475 reported incidents.

rangers had logged 27,588 patrols 
for the year, up from 24,048 the previ-
ous year, but the number of cases sent 
to courts for prosecution had declined 
from 631 to 605.

ministry spokesman Neth Pheaktra 
told The Post that, this year, rangers 
and officials had patrolled 68 protect-
ed natural areas covering 7.3 million 
hectares, representing a significant 
increase of patrol coverage. 

“This highlights efforts by rangers 
and relevant partners to conserve our 
country’s natural resources, especially 
by removing snares from these pro-
tected sites to help save wild animals. 
We see that the number of snares re-
moved has increased, and we have res-
cued many animals as well,” he said.

The report recorded 4,004 confiscat-
ed chainsaws, up from 3,494 last year, 
and 43,270 animal traps had been re-
moved, up from 39,382.

Pheaktra added that during the pa-
trols, rangers had also cooperated with 
communities in and around protected 
areas to stop violations by raising aware-
ness and educating local residents. 

“Given the degree to which we have 
cracked down, it means that we have 
helped stop many natural resource 
crimes like poaching and illegal land 

occupation,” he said.
Pheaktra described most cases as 

pertaining to unlawful encroachment 
on forests and harvesting of natural 
resources, particularly poaching tim-
ber and wild animals.

“Large-scale natural resource crimes 
no longer exist – there are only small-
scale crimes. We must continue our 
efforts to eliminate these natural re-
source crimes in the future,” he said.

chea Hean, director of the environ-
mental watchdog AcNcIPO, observed 
that incidences of such crimes were 
increasing in Kampong Speu, Pursat, 
Koh Kong and Preah Sihanouk prov-
inces where people were encroaching 
on state forest land and clearing it for 
private ownership.

“This type of crime has increased 

because law enforcement by national 
and sub-national level officials has 
not been effective. Some local of-
ficials have colluded with offenders 
so natural resource crimes like forest 
land encroachment and logging have 
continued to happen,” he said.

Forest conservation activist Kroe-
ung Tola in mondulkiri province said 
the prevalence of timber poaching 
activities was attributable to the eco-
nomic damage imposed by responses 
to the covid-19 pandemic.

“We see that the forest crimes have 
not decreased – rather, they are on the 
rise.  These crimes are occurring now 
because traders have come to buy 
timber, and as people lack jobs and 
owe money to banks, they have re-
sorted to illegal logging,” he said.

Forest rangers in Prey Lang in May. Rangers have logged 27,588 patrols for this year, up 
from 24,048 the previous year. supplied
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Orm Bunthoeurn

bANTeAY meanchey Provin-
cial authorities are studying 
nine mountains in malai,

Preah Netr Preah, and mon-
gkol borei districts, including 
Sisophon town, with the inten-
tion of listing them as natural 
heritage sites once the study 
is complete and a number of 
details have been settled. 

malai district governor dieb 
chhuon told The Post in decem-
ber that local authorities had held 
meetings with the residents of 
villages and communes in those 
areas to discuss their plans. 

As an initial step the meet-
ing participants had agreed to 
settle on official names for any 
mountains that bore names 
that were already being used at 
other heritage sites and would 
therefore have to be officially 
renamed as part of the process. 

“We have to change what 
we call certain mountains for 
them to become registered as 
heritage sites. For example, 
a certain mountain [here] is 
called deka mountain. 

“In fact, this deka mountain, 
starting from back in ancient 
times, was always called by 
a different name. during the 
war years some soldiers de-
cided to name the mountain 
deka, but that’s incorrect. 

“So, we have to change it to its 
original name, which is Kam-
poul bay mountain,” he said.

chhuon further added 
that boeung beng mountain 

would have to be renamed 
mountain Teuk chenh.

malai mountain (also known 
as rang mountain), Veng 
mountain and Kbal damrei 
mountain will not have to be 
renamed. Those mountains 
are all located in malai district. 

chhuon said that local citi-
zens and officials, as well as 
environmental specialists, were 
going to study each site to deter-
mine a proper boundary to it.

They will try to retain any exist-
ing boundaries that would have 
an effect on anyone’s livelihood 
if it were to be change today. 

moeurn Samuy, deputy head 
of the community development 
office in banteay meanchey, 
said that there are additionally 
two other mountains in Preah 
Netr Preah district that they will 
need to settle on new names 
for – chrok mountain and Sreh 
mountain in the Preah Netr 
Preah and chup Vary com-
munes, respectively. 

There are some small 
mountains in mongkol borei 
district that will also need to 
be renamed. 

In particular, there is a moun-
tain called Kong Va in Sisophon 
town that will need a new name 
since it bears the same name as 
the more famous mountain in 
Kampong chhnang province. 

To the people of Sisophon 
town, perhaps it has always been 
Kong Va mountain, or perhaps 
not, but either way in order for 
it to be designated as a natural 
heritage site without causing any 

unnecessary confusion, it will 
need a new identity, at least on 
official documents and maps.

“We have three districts and 
one town with nine mountains 
between them covering 1,660ha 
that we are primarily interested 
in designating as important to 
our cultural heritage,” he said.

Samuy added that including 
these mountains as cultural and 
natural heritage sites is part of the 
government’s strategy to protect 
the environment and natural re-
sources in a sustainable manner 
so that they still exist for future 
generations to enjoy.

These mountains are all valued 
highly in terms of their impor-
tance to local history and culture 
in addition to their value as wild-
life habitat for conservation pur-
poses given their biodiversity. 

These mountains have always 
provided for the people living 
in their shadows. Today, they 
continue to do so by raising the 
standard of living for those peo-
ple by boosting tourism which 
brings money and investment 
to their local economies.

“To put it simply, this is nat-
ural wealth that belongs to 
every cambodian and not to 
any one individual,” he said.

Samuy stated that as of may 
25, banteay meanchey province 
had designated six of the nine 
mountains as natural heritage 
sites: Preah mountain (Veng 
mountain); Yeay Sam mountain; 
bak mountain; chonhchaing 
mountain; Svay mountain and 
Preah Netr Preah mountain.

b meanchey eyes mountains as 
potential natural heritage areas

Khouth Sophak Chakrya

T
He early season for 
catching fish to make 
prahok, cambodia’s 
signature fermented 

fish paste that is a hallmark of 
the national cuisine, will end 
on december 29. 

Anyone who missed out on 
making prahok and smoked 
fish in this first seasonal phase 
need not despair, as fisheries 
officials estimate that by mid-
January, the fish suitable for 
making prahok will be available 
in larger numbers once again. 

Ouch Vutha, the director 
of the Fisheries department 
under the ministry of Agricul-
ture, Forestry and Fisheries, 
told The Post on december 
27 that in two days hence the 
ronoch days would arrive. 

ronoch days mark the wan-
ing moon in the lunar cycle, 
lasting 15 days from the full 
moon (december 29 this cycle). 
The lunar calendar is an impor-
tant part of traditional cambo-
dian culture, a trait shared with 
many other cultures found in 
Southeast and east Asia. 

during the first 15 days of 
January, fish will not migrate 
from the Tonle Sap Lake into 
the Tonle Sap river and then 
downstream to the mekong 
river in significant numbers.

“Normally, in the ronoch 
half-month, there are very few 
fish available to catch, but on the 
fifth or sixth day of the cycle of 
the waxing moon next month 
there will be plenty of fish to catch 
to make prahok with once again. 

“If you missed your chance 
in the early fishing season, 
don’t lose hope. You’ll get an-
other chance to catch fish for 
prahok soon,” he said.

However, people from some 
remote areas in Kandal, Kam-
pong Speu and Takeo prov-
inces have complained that 
the price of fish to make pra-
hok this year is too high. 

At fish markets in Kandal 
and Phnom Penh, the price 
for the two to three species of 
fish that are traditionally used 
to make prahok has risen to a 
range of 3,500 riel to 5,500 riel 
per kg, which is twice as ex-
pensive as in 2019.

The high price of the fish 
made some people think twice 
about trying to buy fish to make 
prahok during the early season. 

Some of them decided to just 

go back to their home empty-
handed. And some held off 
from buying for now out of 
hope that the prices would 
lower again in the late season.

Others decided to return for 
the late season, but with more 
money saved up and in their 
pockets, relying more on their 
ability to plan ahead and focusing 
on the things they can control, 
like their budget and savings.

Ouch channy, a 55-year-old 
woman from Kampong Speu 
province, told The Post that she 
and her husband decided not 
to buy fish to make prahok this 
time around due to the high prices.

“We’ve saved 500,000 riel 
to buy fish for making pra-
hok this season, but with the 
fish’s price being so high we 
decided not to buy for now 
and to wait for the new cycle 
that will come in the middle 
of January 2021,” she said.

Kim Neang, 52, owner of a 
Tonle Sap dai fishing business 
in chraing chamreh I com-
mune in Phnom Penh’s russey 
Keo district, told The Post on 
december 27 that fish price 
depends on the amount of fish 
caught by local fishermen. 

“On december 20-23, I could 
catch an average of 3.5 tonnes 
of fish per 24 hours,” he said.

He added that during that 
time, the price of the fish 
used for prahok was 3,000 riel 
to 3,500 riel per kg.  

“but now, I can only catch 
800kg in 24 hours. So as the 
rarity of the fish is increasing, 
you see their price is increas-
ing accordingly,” he said.

He also complained that in 
recent years, his fishing busi-
ness has not been profitable 
due to a large drop in the size 
of the fish population. 

He recalled that during past 
seasons, he used to catch be-
tween five to eight tonnes of 
the fish used for prahok in 
just 24 hours.

However, he is trying to re-
main optimistic about the fish-
ing business and sticking with it 
as it had been his parents’ busi-
ness for more than 30 years.

According to Neang, the 
ongoing decline in natural 
freshwater fish production 
from year to year is partly 
due to climate change. It is 
causing rapid changes to 
the mekong river ecosystem 
that the fish and other ani-
mals are unable to adapt to 

quickly enough to survive. 
Another major problem di-

rectly causing the number of 
fish in the rivers to decline is 
illegal fishing and over-fish-
ing, with large scale fishing 
operations that ignore quotas 
and rules about where and 
when they can catch fish.

Worse still, they use ille-
gal tools and methods, such 
as huge nets that catch ev-
erything in the water indis-
criminately or nets equipped 
with electric current running 
through them that stun or kill 
any fish that go near them.

Fisheries officials estimate that by mid-January, the fish suitable for making prahok will be available in 
larger numbers once again. hENG ChIVOAN

Next full moon the end 
of early prahok season
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ASIAN markets were mixed 
on december 28 as US Presi-
dent donald Trump signed a 
massive coronavirus relief bill, 
with a boost in positive senti-
ment dampened by concern 
over a new strain of covid-19.

Under pressure from all 
sides, Trump approved the 
stimulus package worth $900 
billion late on december 28 
in the US, having delayed do-
ing so for nearly a week.

OANdA senior market ana-
lyst Jeffrey Halley said after the 
signing: “An otherwise quiet 
day in Asia has sparked to life.

“The headline should pro-
vide a welcome boost to senti-
ment in Asia, which was likely 
to waver today as chinese au-
thorities over the weekend told 
Ant Financial to go back to its 
core payments business.”

before signing the bill, Trump 
tweeted that he had “good 
news” to come, sending markets 
swinging higher even before the 
measures were approved.

equities and oil prices have 
taken a hit recently as virus 
cases surged across the planet 
and a new more transmissible 
strain was reported in brit-
ain, forcing governments to 
impose tight restrictions and 
lockdowns to contain the dis-
ease over the festive period.

Tokyo closed 0.7 per cent 
higher on december 28, with 
Jakarta, mumbai and bangkok 
also in positive territory.

Shanghai, Seoul and Sin-
gapore were flat, while Hong 
Kong closed down 0.3 per cent 
and manila slid 1.1 per cent.

Sydney and Wellington were 
closed for a holiday.

european stock markets 
opened firmer. Paris was up 0.7 
per cent and Frankfurt rose 1.3 
per cent, with dealers citing the 
brexit trade deal as a major pos-
itive for europe’s biggest econo-
my and trade powerhouse. Lon-

don was closed for a holiday.
The emergency US package 

is part of a larger spending 
bill that, with Trump’s signa-
ture, will avoid a government 
shutdown on december 29.

The president’s turnaround 
came after a day marked by calls 
from across the political spectrum 
for action to avert a financial and 
social disaster in the world’s larg-
est economy, especially among 
the most vulnerable.

Axi strategist Stephen Innes 
said: “For Americans that have 
been endlessly checking their 
mailboxes for a stimulus check, 
this is the best holiday present 
anyone could ask for . . . The 
stimulus balloon will allow the 
markets to navigate better the 
number of new air pockets . . . 
due to the virus’ latest variant.”

but with various lockdown 
measures in place worldwide 
due to the new strain, “vac-
cine rollout remains the key 
to unlocking the ultimate ral-
ly door”, Innes warned.

The approval and roll-out of 
vaccines has boosted hopes that 
2021 could bring a respite from 
the pandemic, which has killed 
more than 1.7 million people 
since emerging late last year.

but jitters remain over the 
new strain that emerged in 
britain and reached several 
other european countries as 
well as South Korea and Japan.

Analysts in Tokyo said inves-
tors remained cautious after Ja-
pan reported its first cases of the 
new strain and closed its bor-
ders to all non-resident foreign 
arrivals until late in January.

Over the weekend china’s cen-
tral bank summoned executives 
from Ant Group and demanded 
the fintech giant “strictly rec-
tify” its lending, insurance and 
wealth management services, 
as the state squeeze continues 
on the once unbridled empire 
of tech tycoon Jack ma. AFP

VIeTNAmeSe Prime minister 
Nguyen Xuan Phuc has agreed 
to select eight key border gate 
economic zones to receive 
state funds for development 
in the 2021-2025 period.

They are mong cai, dong 
dang-Lang Son, Lao cai and 
cao bang border gate economic 
zones in the northern provinces 
of Quang Ninh, Lang Son, Lao 
cai and cao bang, respectively; 
the cau Treo international bor-
der gate economic zone in the 
central province of Ha Tinh and 
the Lao bao special economic-
trade zone in the central prov-
ince of Quang Tri; the moc bai 
border gate economic zone in 
the southern province of Tay 
Ninh, and the mekong delta 
province of An Giang’s border 
gate economic zone.

The prime minister has as-

signed the ministry of Plan-
ning and Investment to direct 
and guide localities to mobilise 
other legal capital sources to in-
vest in the construction of tech-
nical and social infrastructure 
systems serving the sustainable 
development of the zones.

The People’s committees of 
provinces and centrally-run 
cities, meanwhile, have been 
tasked with preparing and as-
sessing dossiers of investment 
projects on developing border 
gate zone infrastructure in ac-
cordance with objectives, prin-
ciples, and quotas of the state 
budget allocation for 2021-2025.

Localities where the eight 
key zones are located have 
been ordered to arrange the 
state capital for their develop-
ment throughout the period. 
VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Asia markets mixed as 
Trump signs relief bill

Key VN border gate economic 
zones picked for development

400mW fuel oil power plant in 
east Kandal all set to go online

Kratie, Pailin join Weekend markets

Thou Vireak

A 
$380 mILLION 
400mW heavy fuel oil 
power facility in Kan-
dal province’s eastern 

Lvea em district has been com-
pleted, and on reserve to gen-
erate electricity when demand 
reaches a high enough level, ac-
cording to a senior official at the 
ministry of mines and energy.

Victor Jona, the director-
general of the ministry’s Gen-
eral department of energy, 
said a 230kV high-voltage 
transmission line connecting 
the project to the national grid 
had been built and is ready to 
power on once electricity de-
mand is high enough.

While the ministry had pre-
dicted that electricity demand 
would surge on the back of the 
covid-19 outbreak, he said it had 
instead dropped significantly 
amid the ensuing global health 
crisis, which led to garment fac-
tories in cambodia shuttering 
or suspending operations.

“construction is 100 per 
cent complete, it’s just that we 
haven’t put it into operation 
because the demand for elec-
tricity has not yet increased, 
we will fire it up when de-
mand is high,” Jona said.

He told The Post last month 
electricity consumption in 
the Kingdom would fall be-
tween 10 and 12 per cent this 
year due to covid-19-induced 
economic shocks in key sec-
tors – above all in garment 
manufacturing.

He pointed out that elec-
tricity consumption in the 
garment manufacturing sec-
tor accounts for more than 40 
per cent of the total.

“The onset of covid-19 
blemished this year as the 
first time in my tenure at the 
ministry to see a year-on-year 
drop in electricity demand,” 
he said, adding that demand 
typically grows between 15-
20 per cent annually.

While energy consumption 
in the garment sector had 
been on the decline, he noted 
that household consumption 
has largely remained stable.

Peak electricity demand 
has fallen to just 1,700mW 
this year from 2,000mW last 
year, he said, adding that this 
figure will rebound as the 
covid-19 situation improves 
and more countries reopen 
their economies.

Since the emergence of the 
pandemic, 69 factories sus-
pended work and 130 compa-
nies closed their doors, leav-
ing 70,000 workers out of jobs, 
ministry of Labour and Voca-
tional Training statistics show.

Last year, cambodia had 
1,730 factories, of which 1,069 
were for manufacturing gar-

ment, textile, footwear and 
travel goods, according to 
statistics from the ministry of 
Industry, Science, Technology 
and Innovation.

According to state-run 
energy utility electricite du 
cambodge (edc), peak elec-
tricity demand in the coun-
try is expected to increase to 
2,300mW this year and hit 
2,500mW by next year.

The Kingdom’s electricity de-
mands are currently covered 
by hydroelectricity and coal 
power, accounting for around 
48 per cent and 47 per cent of 
generation, respectively.

Thou Vireak

TWO more provinces are setting up 
small-scale weekend community mar-
kets to showcase local farmers’ products 
in line with the ministry of commerce’s 
marketing promotion policy.

The Kratie Provincial Administration 
inaugurated its market last weekend, 
while its Pailin counterpart is scram-
bling to find a suitable location.

Pailin provincial department of com-
merce director Sok Sathim told The Post 
that the provincial administration was 
hopeful that its market would open soon.

He said the market would contain 12 
large booths that will peddle vegetables, 
fruits, eggs, fish, chicken, duck, milled rice, 
cassava products, as well as some processed 
products that are characteristic of the province.

“The market will benefit farmers who 
sell their products here and improve 
their livelihoods,” Sathim said.

Newly-minted provincial governor ban 
Sreymom on december 26 led officials to 
inspect a prospective site for the market.

She said: “The establishment of a 
weekend community market will con-
tribute to the government in improving 
the lives of farmers.

“I call on the people and the public 
to support the project to improve liv-
ing standards as well as the products of 
farmers in the province.”

Kratie provincial department of com-
merce director chea Veng said the mar-
ket in his province debuted with 11 stalls, 
which the provincial administration 
plans to increase to 20 down the line.

The market is in Kratie commune in 

the eponymous town, he said, adding 
that Weekend market is a ministerial 
initiative that is supported by the Ac-
celerating Inclusive markets for Small-
holders (AImS) project.

“Through this market, farmers will be 
connected as producers with buyers to 
exchange products,” Veng said, adding 
that the market is open every Saturday 
and Sunday from 3-8pm.

A $380 million 400MW heavy fuel oil power facility in Kandal province’s eastern Lvea Em district has been 
completed. EDC

The Kratie Provincial Administration inaugurated its market on last weekend. SUPPLIED

USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,045 1.2820 6.5388 103.49 4.0503 1.3277 30.17 0.7607 1.2238 1.3548
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of data and visibility of data on 
cargo clearance between member 
states that provides valuable 
information on economic inte-
gration, he added.

“The ATIGA e-Form d facilitates 
cargo clearance process, reduces 
cost, accelerates process time, 
and results in transparency, and 
trade efficiency and competitive-
ness,” Galliano explained.

According to the ASeAN Secre-
tariat, all 10 countries in the bloc 
had joined the ASW Live Opera-
tion by the end of last year, where 
it said “the grating of preferential 
tariff treatment would be based 
on the electronic certificate of 
Origin – ATIGA e-Form d – 
exchanged through the ASW.

“The ASW Live Operation will 
continue to open a vast window of 
opportunities for ASeAN to include 
more documents, such as [Acdd], 
electronic Phytosanitary certificate 
[e-Phyto], electronic Animal Health 
certificate [e-AH] and electronic 
Food Safety certificate [e-FS] cer-
tificate to be exchanged through 
the ASW in the future,” it said.

According to the secretariat, 
total ASeAN food exports clocked 
in at $55.6 billion in 2018, while 
food imports surged to $43.2 bil-
lion, accounting for 9.2 and 7.3 
per cent of global food exports 
and imports.

Another step 
in economic 
integration of 
ASeAN bloc

Tourism recovery roadmap drafted
Hin Pisei

T
He ministry of Tourism has 
drafted a strategy to serve as its 
roadmap to rehabilitate and 
promote the tourism industry 

during and after the covid-19 crisis.
This comes as the sector begins to 

show signs of a recovery after coun-
tries around the world roll out covid-
19 vaccine campaigns.

A meeting between the National 
Tourism development committee 
and relevant stakeholders on decem-
ber 24 agreed to divide the 2020-2025 
strategy into three main phases.

These are crisis management in 
the New Normal and Tourism re-
silience and restart for 2020-2021, 
Post-covid-19 crisis rehabilitation 
and recovery for 2022-2023 and 
Preparation for New Future of cam-
bodia Tourism Sector for 2024-2025.

ministry spokesman Top Sopheak 
told The Post on monday that the draft 
strategy was designed to ensure the self-
sustainability of the Kingdom’s tourism 
industry in the context of the epidemic 
and prepare it for the post-covid-19 era.

He noted that the ministry has, inter 
alia, introduced measures to combat 
covid-19, developed new tourism prod-
ucts and trained human resources in a 
bid to support the sector’s sustainability 
since the novel coronavirus erupted.

“The draft strategy will be a roadmap 
guiding us on how to craft our tourism 
spots into all-round safe, cordial and 
trustworthy destinations that are in 
line with the new global tourism real-
ity,” Sopheak said.

He noted that future trends of in-
ternational arrivals to the Kingdom 
hinges on the progress humanity 
makes in controlling covid-19.

“There are two scenarios – if covid-
19 can be fully controlled in 2021, 
cambodia expects that the sector will 
have recovered by 2023. On the other 
hand, the number of foreign tourists 
may be similar to 2019.

“but looking at the current situ-
ation, the vaccine is not yet 100 per 
cent effective, so the cambodian 
tourism sector’s situation could veer 
into the second scenario – it will take 
until 2025 to bounce back to 2019’s 
robust levels,” Sopheak said.

cambodia attracted 6.61 million 
international tourists last year, jump-
ing up 6.6 per cent from 6.2 million in 
2018, ministry figures show.

The Kingdom earned $4.91 billion 
in international tourism receipts last 
year, up 12.4 per cent from $4.37 bil-
lion in 2018.

While the draft three-phase strategy 
was not comprehensive, Pacific Asia 
Travel Association cambodia chapter 
chairman Thourn Sinan said it was ac-
ceptable and had been discussed with 
the private sector myriad times.

The spread of covid-19 had led to a 
major crisis in the economy of every 
country in the world, which he said will 
continue to encounter obstacles for a 
long time to come even if their entire 
populations were to be vaccinated.

“I think the tourism sector in cam-

bodia may take between five and sev-
en years. Only then will the number of 
tourists to cambodia be similar to what 
they had been in 2019,” Sinan said.

The government is currently devel-
oping special infrastructure in Preah 
Sihanouk and Siem reap provinces, 
which Sinan claims is part of the 
backbone that will help revitalise 
tourism in cambodia.

From January to October, cambo-
dia received a total of 1,267,890 in-
ternational tourists, down 76.1 per 
cent compared to the first 10 months 
of last year, which saw a total of 
5,296,088 tourists visit the Kingdom, 
the ministry reported.

In January-October, Cambodia welcomed 1.27 million international tourists, down 76.1 per cent year-on-year from 5.30 million. FRESH NEWS



T
HERE is plenty of 
room for Vietnam and 
India to strengthen 
investment and trade 

ties in the future, according to 
Bui Trung Thuong, trade coun-
sellor at the Vietnamese 
embassy in India.

Even though Vietnam and 
India have similar natural 
conditions, their products can 
be complementary, he said.

Vietnam can export farm 
produce, fresh fruits, pro-
cessed foods and furniture to 
India while Indian businesses 
should tap into the Vietnam-
ese market in other fields such 
as animal feed, pharmaceuti-
cal and chemicals, he added.

Indian Importers Cham-
bers of Commerce and In-
dustry (IICCI) chairman Atul 
Kumar Saxena said that in re-
cent years, IICCI and the Viet-
namese embassy in India had 
facilitated imports of agricul-
tural products and processed 
food from Vietnam.

Vietnamese instant coffee, 
tra fish (Pangasius bocourti) 
and dragon fruit have entered 
the Indian market since 2014 
and are favoured by many 
customers, he said.

According to the chairman, 
Vietnam’s dragon fruit is pres-
ent at many shopping centres, 
restaurants and hotels and is 
also a favourite dessert at lux-
ury weddings in India. Mean-
while, instant coffee is popu-
larly sold on online websites.

Two-way trade during the 11 
months of the year recorded 
a decline of 14.45 per cent to 
$8.82 billion against the same 
period from last year, accord-

ing to statistics released by 
the General Department of 
Vietnam Customs.

Of the total, Vietnam ex-
ported $4.76 billion worth of 
goods to India while spend-
ing $4.06 billion on imports 
from the market, resulting in 
a trade surplus of $700 mil-
lion in the period.

During 11 months, only 
handsets and components wit-
nessed a yearly positive growth 
of six per cent, with export rev-
enue hitting $1.31 billion.

Computers, electronic 
products and components 
suffered a fall of 24.6 per cent 
to $804 million in exports, 
while shipments of machin-
ery, equipment, tools and 
spare parts plummeted by 48 
per cent to $374 million.

In a bright spot, tea exports 
posted a sharp increase of 
300 per cent to $4.96 million 
against the same period from 
last year, while the export of 
cashew nuts, confectioneries 
and raw materials saw respec-

tive rises of 21 per cent, 32 per 
cent and 23 per cent.

From January to last month, 
Vietnam imported iron and 
steel worth $1.06 billion, 
making up 25 per cent of the 
total import turnover of goods 
from the South Asian nation. 
The export turnover for last 
month alone reached a sum of 
$86.56 million, representing 
an increase of 39.3 per cent 
from the previous month.

The country also spent 
$298.60 million on importing 

machinery, equipment, tools 
and spare parts throughout 
the reviewed period, a decline 
of 22 per cent year-on-year, 
while pharmaceutical and sea-
food imports saw an increase 
of 5.3 per cent and 21 per cent 
in comparison to the same pe-
riod from the previous year.

Bilateral trade turnover be-
tween the two countries is 
anticipated to reach $10 bil-
lion by the end of this year, 
trade experts have predicted. 
VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

INDONESIA’S economic situ-
ation is expected to improve 
soon, as the government is 
preparing a number of recov-
ery plans, Coordinating Min-
ister for Economic Affairs Air-
langga Hartarto has said.

During a virtual discussion 
entitled Outlook 2021: Wajah 
Indonesia Setelah Pandemi 
(How Indonesia will look after 
the pandemic) on December 
24, Airlangga said he believed 
that the nation’s economy had 
started to pick up.

He said: “The signs are already 
here. The [Covid-19] vaccine’s 
arrival will increase the public’s 
confidence and sense of secu-
rity, which should lead them to 
restarting their activities. The 
economy is closely related to 
[people’s] mobility.”

The minister claimed that 
Indonesia even managed to 
control the economic impact of 
the pandemic better than other 
Group of 20 (G20) members.

Indonesia recorded a gross 
domestic product (GDP) drop of 
3.5 per cent year-on-year in the 
July-September period that sent 
the country into its first reces-
sion since the 1998 Asian finan-
cial crisis. The contraction how-
ever was less severe than the 5.3 
per cent year-on-year decline 

seen in the second quarter.
Despite the economic opti-

mism, Airlangga assured the 
public that the government 
would prioritise health care, 
saying that it had allocated a 
large portion of the 2021 state 
budget for the nation’s health 
sector, including the national 
vaccination drive.

He said: “The government 
has allocated between 63 and 
73 trillion rupiah [$4.4 and 5.1 
billion] to support the vacci-
nation programme.”

In order to improve the eco-
nomic situation, the govern-
ment has also launched social 
protection programmes to 
boost people’s purchasing pow-
er. Airlangga explained that the 
government had allocated 48.8 
trillion rupiah to assist the small 
enterprise sector next year.

Meanwhile, Minister of 
Finance Sri Mulyani Indrawati 
said last week that the govern-
ment projected a GDP contrac-
tion of between 1.7 and 2.2 per 
cent this year driven by shrink-
ing household spending, which 
accounts for more than half of 
Indonesia’s GDP.

This figure was lower than the 
ministry’s previous forecast in 
September, in which the govern-
ment predicted an economic 

contraction of 0.6 to 1.7 per cent.
“We expect household spend-

ing to contract by around 2.6 to 
3.6 per cent due to rising Covid-
19 cases in December that trig-
gered tighter restrictions,” Sri 
Mulyani said during a Decem-
ber 21 virtual press briefing. 

The Asian Development 
Bank (ADB) and World Bank 
have also lowered their pro-
jections for Indonesia’s econ-
omy this year. Both institu-
tions expect Indonesia’s 
economy to contract by 2.2 
per cent this year, as opposed 
to previous forecasts of a GDP 
contraction of one and 1.6 per 
cent, respectively.

Sri Mulyani went on to say 
that she also expected invest-
ment, which serves as one of the 
major contributors to Indone-
sia’s GDP, to contract this year.

She said: “We expect invest-
ment to shrink at about 4.4 to 
4.5 per cent in 2020.”

However, she believes that 
the contraction of investment 
in the fourth quarter will 
improve to around four to 4.3 
per cent, from the negative 6.5 
per cent recorded in the third 
quarter, following increasing 
sales of commercial vehicles 
as well as capital goods 
imports. THE JAKARTA POST/ANN

KOTRA opens 
‘Korea Desk’ 
in Myanmar to
support trade

THE Korea Trade-Invest-
ment Promotion Agency 
(KOTRA) on December 

27 said it has opened a “Korea 
Desk” in Myanmar to support 
trade and investment between 
the two countries.

Launched with the backing of 
South Korea’s Ministry of Trade, 
Industry and Energy and Myan-
mar’s ministries of Commerce 
and Investment, the Myanmar 
Korea Desk will offer help to 
companies from both countries 
wishing to branch out into each 
other’s markets.

While Korean businesses in 
Myanmar can receive new or 
increased capital investment as 
well as help in resolving difficul-
ties, local companies will now 
get assistance in entering the 
Korean market.

The desk has been installed at 
the Myanmar Trade Promotion 
Organisation (MyanTrade) and 
the Directorate of Investment 
and Company Administration 
(DICA), a government agency 
under the Ministry of Investment 
and Foreign Economic Relations.

Staff from KOTRA, MyanTrade 
and DICA will work together 
to help businesses from both 
countries.

KOTRA president Kwon 
Pyung-oh said Myanmar is one 
of only three countries that fall 
under Korea’s New Southern 
Policy where a Korea Desk has 
been set up. The others are 
India and Vietnam.

He said: “We will continue 
to work with local agencies to 
ensure that the Korea Desk 
becomes a crucial part in Korea-
Myanmar business cooperation.” 
THE KOREA HERALD/ASIA NEWS NETWORK
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PVEP fulfilled its target of exploiting 2.2 million tonnes of crude oil and selling 1.15 million cubic metres of 
gas this year as of December 25. PVEP

Vietnamese dragon fruit have entered the Indian market since 2014 and are favoured by many customers. VIETNAM NEWS AGENCY

Indonesia’s economy set to 
improve soon, minister says

PVEP fulfils crude oil exploitation target
THE PetroVietnam Explora-
tion Production Corp (PVEP), 
a subsidiary of the Vietnam 
Oil and Gas Group (PetroVi-
etnam), fulfilled its target of 
exploiting 2.2 million tonnes 
of crude oil and selling 1.15 
million cubic metres of gas 
this year as of December 25.

The company said a total of 
3.8 million tonnes of oil 
equivalent and 2.68 million 
tonnes of oil will be extracted 
by December 30 and Decem-
ber 31, completing the annu-
al goal.

PVEP has suffered a tough 
2020, with the oil and gas sector 

facing the dual crises of steep 
oil price falls and the Covid-19 
pandemic, which resulted in 
the suspension of investment 
activities and a downturn in oil 
exploitation overseas.

It also encountered several 
technical problems in its oil wells 
and had to maintain operations 
while cutting costs.

To overcome the challenges, 
PVEP joined hands with Petro-
Vietnam’s oil exploitation board 
to seek low-cost measures to 
carry out oil and gas exploita-
tion in a timely manner.

It also conducted assess-
ments of oil and gas projects 

and identified measures to 
address shortcomings to 
improve asset quality together 
with risk settlement mecha-
nisms to ensure financial secu-
rity and capital development.

The company is estimated to 
earn some 20.8 trillion dong 
($900.6 million) in revenue this 
year and contribute 5.83 trillion 
dong to the state budget.

Since the difficulties facing 
the global oil and gas sector 
are set to continue into next 
year, PVEP will maintain 
efforts to improve its oil and 
gas exploitation. VIET NAM NEWS/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Vietnam-India investment, trade has 
plenty more room to grow, officials say
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US’ Trump signs $900b covid relief bill
A

fTer delaying for nearly a 
week and under pressure 
from all sides, US President 
donald Trump finally signed 

a massive $900 billion stimulus bill on 
december 27, in a long-sought boost 
for millions of people and businesses 
across the country battered by the cor-
onavirus pandemic.

The package “providing coronavi-
rus emergency response and relief” is 
part of a larger spending bill that, with 
Trump’s signature, will avoid a govern-
ment shutdown on december 29.

In a statement from his christmas 
vacation at his mar-a-Lago resort in 
florida, the president said: “I am sign-
ing this bill to restore unemployment 
benefits, stop evictions, provide rental 
assistance, add money for PPP [Pay-
cheque Protection Programmes], re-
turn our airline workers back to work, 
add substantially more money for vac-
cine distribution, and much more.”

for days, Trump refused to put his 
signature on the relief package ap-
proved overwhelmingly by congress 
following months of negotiation, call-
ing it a “disgrace”.

Two federal unemployment benefit 
programmes approved in march as 
part of an initial covid-19 relief plan 
expired at midnight on december 26, 
cutting off an estimated 12 million 
US citizens, according to The century 
foundation think tank.

The relief package, passed by con-
gress on december 21, would extend 
those benefits as well as others set to 
expire in the days ahead.

but in his statement, Trump continued 
to push for the $600 direct payments to 
US taxpayers spelled out in the bill to be 
more than tripled, and argued the legis-
lation included too much excess spend-
ing on unrelated programmes.

He has not said why he waited until 

the bill was already approved to make 
his views known.

President-elect Joe biden, due to 
be sworn in January 20 after beating 
Trump in last month’s election, had 
warned of “devastating consequenc-
es” on december 25 if the president 
continued his refusal.

earlier on december 26, before the bill 
was signed, some republicans urged 
Trump to change course.

republican Senator Pat Toomey told 
fox News on december 26: “I under-

stand he wants to be remembered for 
advocating for big cheques, but the 
danger is he’ll be remembered for chaos 
and misery and erratic behaviour if he 
allows this to expire.”

democrats in congress sought on 
december 24 to approve a measure to 
increase the direct payments in line 
with what Trump wants, but republi-
cans blocked it.

It was seen largely as a theatrical 
move with little hope of passage de-
signed to expose the rift between re-

publicans and the outgoing president.
Senator bernie Sanders said earlier 

december 26 that “what the president is 
doing right now is unbelievably cruel”.

He said on Abc: “many millions of 
people are losing their extended un-
employment benefits.

“They’re going to be evicted from 
their apartments because the eviction 
moratorium is ending.”

Sanders said increased direct pay-
ments could be approved in the com-
ing days. AFP

Weather disasters in 2020 cost $150b ‘Inevitable brain drain as eU 
students stay away from UK’ 

7 Pakistani 
paramilitary 
troops killed 
by militants

THe 10 costliest weather disas-
ters worldwide this year saw 
insured damages worth $150 bil-
lion, topping the figure for 2019 
and reflecting a long-term impact 
of global warming, according to 
a report on december 28.

The same disasters claimed at 
least 3,500 lives and displaced 
more than 13.5 million people. 

from Australia’s out-of-con-
trol wildfires in January to a 
record number of Atlantic hur-
ricanes through November, 
the true cost of the year’s cli-
mate-enhanced calamities 
was in fact far higher because 
most losses were uninsured.

The burden fell dispropor-
tionately on poor nations, 
according to the annual tally 
from global NGO christian Aid, 
entitled Count the cost of 2020: 
a year of climate breakdown.

Only four per cent of econom-
ic losses from climate-impacted 
extreme events in low-income 
countries were insured, com-
pared with 60 per cent in high-
income economies, the report 
said, citing a study last month 
in The Lancet.

christian Aid’s climate policy 
head Kat Kramer said: “Wheth-
er floods in Asia, locusts in 
Africa, or storms in europe and 

the Americas, climate change 
has continued to rage in 2020.”

extreme weather disasters, of 
course, have plagued humanity 
long before manmade global 
warming began to mess with 
the planet’s climate system.

but more than a century of 
temperature and precipitation 
data, along with decades of 
satellite data on hurricanes 
and sea level rise, have left no 
doubt that earth’s warming 
surface temperature is ampli-
fying their impact.

massive tropical storms – 
variously known as hurricanes, 

typhoons and cyclones – are 
now more likely, for example, 
to be stronger, last longer, 
carry more water and wander 
beyond their historical range.

This year’s record-breaking 
30 named Atlantic hurricanes 
– with at least 400 fatalities and 
$41 billion in damages – sug-
gest the world could see more 
such storms as well. 

The World meteorological 
Organisation (WmO) had to use 
Greek symbols after running out 
of letters in the Latin alphabet.

Intense summer flooding in 
china and India, where the mon-

soon season brought abnormal 
amounts of rainfall for the second 
year running, are also consistent 
with projections on how climate 
will impact precipitation.

five of the most costly 
extreme weather events this 
year were related to Asia’s unu-
sually rainy monsoon. 

Wildfires that scorched 
record areas in california, Aus-
tralia and even russia’s Sibe-
rian hinterland, much of it 
within the Arctic circle, are 
also consistent with a warmer 
world, and a predicted to get 
worse as temperatures climb.

The planet’s average surface 
temperature has gone up at 
least 1.1 degrees celsius on 
average compared to the late 
19th-century, with much of 
that warming occurring in the 
last half-century. 

The 2015 Paris Agreement 
enjoins the world’s nations to 
collectively cap global warm-
ing at “well below” 2c, and 
even 1.5c if feasible. 

A landmark report in 2018 from 
the UN’s IPcc climate science 
advisory panel showed that 1.5c 
is a safer threshold, but the likeli-
hood of staying below it have 
grown vanishingly small, accord-
ing to many experts. AFP

Continued from page 1

to see UK politicians fighting for 
the fishing sector in negotia-
tions. As talks came down to the 
wire, european access to UK 
waters was a key sticking point.

He says: “I’ve heard that 
they’ve been fighting for our 
quotas and obviously I am 
grateful for that.”

The fisherman feels the UK 
fishing industry will be given a 
new lease of life following 
changes expected to quotas that 
came with eU membership.

fishing communities, like 
Scarborough where crowe’s 
family have fished for genera-
tions, have been in decline for 
decades. They hope brexit will 
bring about a regeneration of 
their way of life.

crowe says: “back in the day 
the harbour was full of people 
to welcome in the lads and 
help out . . . It’s just not like that 
now. Nobody’s interested.”

Tara Spires-Jones, academic  
Neuroscientist Tara Spires-

Jones, from the University of 
edinburgh, is concerned 
about international collabo-
ration between laboratories, 

which she says was “very easy” 
with membership of the eU.

“The changes of regulation, 
if it diverges from the eU, will 
be more difficult to share things 
like brain tissues and living 
cells,” says the academic who 
is also the director of the british 
dementia research Institute.

She cautions: “from day one, 
we will have more difficulties 
with ordering things, such as 
equipment.”

The researcher explains the 
end of the brexit transition 
period will pose a “big prob-
lem” for british research fund-
ing, which is heavily subsi-
dised by the eU.

“In our university, something 
between 20 and 30 per cent of 
our research funding is coming 
from europe,” she says, noting 
there were no plans to replace 
this funding at the moment.

Though “no one will be fired 
on day one because of brexit”, 
some of the contracts of the 10 
people she employs will not be 
renewable.

“It’s a real threat,” she says, 
warning that there would also 
be an inevitable brain drain as 
european students stay away 
from britain. AFP

SeveN Pakistani paramilitary 
troops were killed by militants in 
an attack on a check post in the 
country’s restive southwest, the 
military said on december 27.

The incident took place on 
december 26 night in the town 
of Harnai, around 170km east of 
Quetta, capital of the balo-
chistan province which borders 
Afghanistan and Iran.

The Pakistani military has 
been fighting a low-level 
insurgency for decades in the 
province.

The military said in a state-
ment: “during the intense 
exchange of fire, seven brave 
soldiers embraced shahadat 
[martyrdom] while repulsing 
raiding terrorists.”

There was no immediate claim 
of responsibility for the attack.

ethnic baloch separatists 
have been waging an insur-
gency for years in the region, 
which is also riven by Islamist 
and sectarian violence.

Pakistan has long blamed 
India for backing baloch 
separatists.

balochistan is also a major part 
of a beijing-backed multi-bil-
lion-dollar infrastructure drive 
known as the china-Pakistan 
economic corridor (cPec).

baloch separatists have also 
previously claimed attacks on 
cPec projects, and thousands 
of Pakistani security personnel 
are deployed in the region to 
counter the violence. AFP

After nearly a week’s delay and under pressure from all sides, US President Donald Trump signed a $900 billion Covid-19 relief bill on Sunday. AFP

An abandoned house damaged by coastal erosion in Capesterre-Belle-Eau, 
in the French Caribbean archipelago of Guadeloupe. AFP
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ASEAN

The Thai Food and drug Ad-
ministration (FdA) has not 
provided any certification 
for the use of covid-19 vac-
cines in Thailand and warned 
people against believing any 
person or establishment that 
promises to get them vac-
cines by reservation.

The department of health 
Service Support’s dr Thares 
Krainairawiwong said: “On 
december 26, a private hos-
pital in bangkok announced 
its offer of covid-19 vaccines 
at 4,000 baht [$133] per per-
son for the first 1,000 custom-
ers who made reservations 
before January 31.

“currently the FdA has not 
permitted any healthcare op-
erator to provide covid-19 vac-
cine to patients and such an 
advertisement by the hospital 
could be an exaggeration.

“The department has con-
tacted the hospital and or-
dered them to take down the 
advertisement.

“We will launch an inves-
tigation into the hospital for 
possible violation of health 
Facility Act be 2541 under 
Section 38 Paragraph 1, for 
posting an unauthorised ad-
vertisement, and Section 38 
Paragraph 2, for providing 
false or exaggerated informa-
tion that could lead to misun-
derstanding about the health 
facility’s operations.”

Violators of Paragraph 1 face 
a maximum fine of 20,000 baht 
and an extra 10,000 baht per 
day until the advertisement is 
taken down, while violators of 
Paragraph 2 face similar fines 
plus a maximum one-year 
prison sentence. THE NATION (THAI-

LAND)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

A mAn who entered Vietnam 
illegally from myanmar was 
the latest patient to test posi-
tive for covid-19.

The 32-year-old Vietnam-
ese citizen is currently under 
quarantine at the Tuberculo-
sis and Lung diseases hos-
pital in Vinh Long province 
where he lives.

he is the 1,440th person 
to test positive for the novel 
coronavirus.

details of how or where he 
entered the country have not 

been released, but it is known 
he arrived in the early hours 
of december 24.

A family member informed 
the local authorities and he 
was taken into quarantine 
and tested for the virus. re-
sults returned on december 
26 confirmed he was positive.

A number of people he 
came into contact with since 
arriving into the country have 
been traced by medical staff 
and isolated. VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

Thailand urges people 
against believing offers 
of coronavirus vaccines

Vn citizen inbound 
from myanmar tests 
postive for covid-19

Indonesia readies for UK strain

From ‘parasite’ Senate to ‘it was flour’, Thai 
journos mock politicians in year-end rap

T
he Indonesian gov-
ernment has drawn 
up a list of preventive 
measures following a 

new coronavirus variant that 
was discovered in the UK, says 
national covid-19 task force 
chief doni monardo. 

On december 24, doni 
said minister of coordinat-
ing maritime Affairs and In-
vestment Luhut Pandjaitan 
had conducted a ministerial 
meeting in the previous week 
to anticipate the new strain 
of the coronavirus, which has 
reportedly been detected in 
Australia and Singapore.

In the meeting, Luhut also 
invited epidemiologists to 
provide the government with 
insight and feedback regard-
ing covid-19 mitigation in the 
country.

The task force, doni went on 
to say, had also attempted to 
reduce the chances of corona-
virus transmission in the coun-
try by limiting entry for for-
eigners and Indonesians who 
departed from countries that 
had detected the new covid-19 
strain, including the UK.

“The government has start-
ed denying entry to british 
nationals, hopefully this can 
protect our people,” said doni 
during december 24’s virtual 
discussion entitled Outlook 
2021: Wajah Indonesia Setelah 
Pandemi (What Indonesia will 
look like after the pandemic).

In regard to the new corona-
virus strain, the task force has 
also released an addendum to 
task force circular no 3/2020 
on travel health protocols for 
the christmas and new Year 
holidays during the covid-19 
pandemic.

The additional regulations 
include a temporary ban on 
entrance permits for foreign-
ers travelling from the UK, 
as well as stricter health pro-
tocols for Indonesians and 
foreigners coming from euro-
pean countries and Australia 
to Indonesia. 

Indonesians who wish to 
return home from the UK are 
required to show a negative 
Pcr test result, taken at most 
48 hours prior to their depar-
ture. They are also required to 
undergo a five-day quaran-
tine starting from their arrival 
date. 

Those travelling in from eu-
rope and Australia are required 
to present a negative result 

from a Pcr test taken in their 
country of origin no more than 
48 hours before departure. 

The policy is effective from 
december 22 to January 8, 
next year. doni said up to 
3,000 foreigners who entered 
Indonesia were tested posi-
tive for covid-19.

“The cases could increase 
rapidly if we do not maximise 
the efforts of our airport per-
sonnel,” he added. On decem-
ber 21, scientists from the UK’s 
new and emerging respiratory 
Virus Threats Advisory Group 
(nerVTAG) discovered a new 
variant of coronavirus that has 
been spreading rapidly in brit-
ain, reuters reported.

The new variant is said to 

carry mutations that make 
children more susceptible to 
coronavirus infection than 
with the previous strains. 
moreover, the emerging mu-
tated SArS-coV-2 variant is up 
to 70 per cent more transmis-
sible compared to the previ-
ous strain in the UK. So far, the 
cases have also been detected 
in denmark and Australia. 

This has prompted a num-
ber of countries to close their 
borders with britain as well as 
impose travel restrictions for 
its nationals. The Philippines, 
canada, India, hungary, and 
Switzerland are among the 
countries that have halted 
flights from britain. THE JAKARTA 

POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

A GrOUP of reporters in Thailand who 
cover parliamentary news dubbed the 
Senate, which has 250 senators appoint-
ed by the junta, as a “parasite” in their 
year-end ritual of mocking politicians.

“Parasite” senators suck the country’s 
resources and make no contribution to 
the country, they said.

The reporters blamed the Senate for 
using delaying tactics to stall the much-
needed amendment of the constitu-
tion, despite being pushed hard by pro-
democracy protesters and members of 
Parliament (mPs) of opposition parties.

The house of representatives was 
dubbed “termites trapped in the mud”, 
meaning that each termite operated for 
his or her own benefits and survival, 
without caring for the people’s interest. 
mPs were blamed for not giving priority 
to house meetings and this undermined 
democracy, according to the reporters.

house Speaker chuan Leekpai was 
mocked as a “principal with a broken 
cane”, alluding to his inability to make 
Parliament meetings effective, compar-
ing him with a school principal who fails 
to bring order to the classroom.

but not everyone was mocked. The re-
porters picked chief of opposition whip 
and Pheu Thai Party mP Suthin Khlang-
saeng as “star of Parliament”. Suthin’s 
performance outshone that of opposi-
tion leader Sompong Amornwiwat, lead-
er of Pheu Thai Party, they said.

The reporters chose the proposed con-
stitution amendment as the “event of the 
year”, as it was the first time a draft of the 

constitution amendment proposed by the 
people had landed in Parliament, though it 
was eventually voted down last month.

Pro-democracy protesters also demon-
strated outside Parliament last month, 
leading to violent clashes as police used 
water cannons and tear gas against the 
youth-led protesters. The government 
also mobilised ultra-royalists to counter 
the youth-led protesters, leading to a vi-
olent clash between the two groups. The 
clashes left many people injured.

The reporters picked “it was flour”, as 
the quote of the year.

They were referring to the infamous 
use of the word “flour” by deputy min-
ister of Agriculture and cooperatives 
captain Thamanat Prompow, who had 
been jailed for smuggling heroin into 
Australia.

defending himself during a no-con-
fidence debate in February, Thamanat 
had claimed that it was not heroin but 
flour. THE NATION (THAILAND)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Travellers walk toward a checkpoint prior to boarding their planes at Terminal 3 in Soekarno-Hatta International 
Airport in Tangerang, Banten, Indonesia on Wednesday. ANTARA/THE JAKARTA POST

Dr Thares Krainairawiwong of Thailand’s Department of Health Service 
Support under the Ministry of Public Health. DEPARTMENT Of HEALTH SERVIcE 
SuPPORT/THE NATION

Thailand’s Senate has 250 senators appointed by the junta. AfP

The 32-year-old man is quarantined at the Tuberculosis and Lung 
Diseases Hospital in Vietnam’s Vinh Long province. VIET NAM NEWS
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JUST a month after Joe biden’s 
victory in the US presidential 
election, the eU recently 
announced that it had adopted 

the eU Human rights Global Sanc-
tions regime to celebrate the world 
Human rights day on the eve of 
december 10.

The legislation will equip the eU 
with transnational powers to impose 
sanctions on those accused of com-
mitting crimes that included mass 
genocide, arbitrary detentions, slav-
ery and other human rights-related 
issues. While acting on its own, the 
move has been widely seen as a sym-
bolic gesture by brussels to re-em-
phasise its commitment to democra-
cy alongside the US after a 
tumultuous decade of the world’s 
right-wing populist turn. 

The eU’s new sanctions regime is 
commonly known as a twin of the 
Global magnitsky Act that grants the 
US the same absolute power to 
impose travel bans and freeze assets 
individually of officials from illiberal 
regimes. Though it does not target 
the whole country, it essentially aims 
to cause difficulties and irritations to 
most human rights abusers from 
conducting business with eU mem-
ber states. Put simply, this develop-
ment is believed, among diplomats 
and policymakers from both sides of 
the Atlantic region, to be a mecha-
nism that halts dictators and political 
strongmen from acts of despotism 
against their opposition. 

meanwhile, there is not much of a 
reaction from bangkok and its foreign 
policy community. One possibility is 
that bangkok might already be famil-
iar with the eU sanctions regime since 
Thailand was previously attacked by 
the illegal, unreported and unregulat-
ed (IUU) yellow card, a warning 
against Thailand’s malpractices in 
fisheries, and that the new sanctions 
regime is far less threatening than the 
IUU. On one hand, the worst damage 
caused by the IUU sanction regime is 
that Thailand, as the third-largest sea-
food provider in the world, will be 
prohibited from exporting its seafood 
to the eU. On the other hand, the 
worst damage that can be done by the 
new regime is as small as individuals 
having hardship in accessing and 
locating assets in europe. 

moreover, such a minor punish-
ment will have little effectiveness in 
dealing with the global human rights 
situation, even when both the US 
and the eU impose it simultaneously. 

To be clear, under the Global magnit-
sky Act, outgoing US President don-
ald Trump had decisively slapped 
sanctions against many top military 
and party officials from some coun-
tries for alleged abuses and genocide, 
with asset freezes. The move, howev-
er, did not appear to be sufficient to 

stop those countries’ hawkish leaders 
from citizen abuses. Since some offi-
cials do not even own houses in the 
US and the targets of the sanctions 
are also merely not the true decision-
makers, in the realist’s playbook the 
twin of the Global magnitsky Act is 
therefore not that frightening. 

even if bangkok is one of its targets, 
persons who hold top jobs in the 
Thai government are surely out of the 
radar, as the persons who receive 
punishment maybe some mid-level 

or other not-that-top officials from 
the Army that are not deemed as vital 
to the government. besides, the strat-
egy of diverging sanctions targets 
from the countries or states to indi-
viduals separately reveal that the eU 
does not really have an intention to 
create a wider range of casualties 

from its sanctions regime. For, there 
are still some friendly and strategical-
ly useful dictator regimes that are 
important for the eU’s geopolitics. 

The new eU sanctions regime was 
also firmly criticised by eU diplomats 
and policymakers as for that consen-
sus from eU member states is 
required before drawing up the sanc-
tions lists. And there are no independ-
ent organisations or civil society bod-
ies that have an ability to recommend 
sanctions like that in the US. As a 

result, it is almost impossible for the 
eU to effectively impose sanctions on 
illiberal regimes, especially in a cer-
tain circumstance where many of the 
european leaders are conservative-
oriented. Given that budapest, War-
saw, and Vienna are unwilling to play 
by the rule, an initiative from brussels 
will merely be a failed attempt. 

Plus, there is still an unusual belief 
among the elite and the foreign-poli-
cy community in bangkok that as 
long as Thailand maintains its coop-
eration with the eU in other aspects, 
to be precise a strategic cooperation, 
it will easily have the eU’s nod no 
matter how undemocratically it 
behaves. The bangkok elite had mis-
takenly understood that importing 
arms and giving a long-term security 
commitment to either the eU or the 
US will grant it an all-time pass from 
the sanctions regime. 

In practical terms, the new tool 
from brussels is not going to bother 
bangkok even when it is being criti-
cally targeted, particularly not the 
current government where conserva-
tive military leaders have all the say 
in its decision-making process. THE 

NATION (THAILAND)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Opinion
Preechapak Tekasuk

Will EU target Thailand with its 
new sanctions regime?

A pro-democracy protester, wearing a hat with small yellow rubber ducks pinned to it, holds a sign while taking part in an anti-government 
rally at Lat Phrao intersection in the Thai capital Bangkok. afp

There are still some friendly 
and strategically useful 

regimes that are important for 
the EU’s geopolitics



12 THE PHNOM PENH POST  december  29, 2020  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

Lifestyle
Foreigners shake up egypt’s belly dancing scene

A
T A cairo wedding 
hall, russian belly 
dancer Anastasia 
biserova shimmied 

to the dance floor in a bright, 
high-slit skirt and an elabo-
rately sequined bra top.

She swirled her diapha-
nous pink shawl and glided 
through the hall as a band 
pumped out music, while the 
crowd broke into rapturous 
applause – all captured in a 
video posted online.

“There is no country around 
the world that appreciates 
belly dancing like egypt,” she 
said.

“Here, there is a growing 
trend to invite foreign belly 
dancers to weddings, night-
clubs and other events.”

biserova came to cairo more 
than four years ago and has 
built a solid name for herself.

belly dancers from eastern 
europe, russia, Latin America 
and elsewhere have dominat-
ed the scene in recent years in 
egypt – long regarded as the 
birthplace of belly dancing.

but the North African coun-
try has seen its community of 
homegrown dancers shrink, 
largely due to the profes-
sion’s increasing notoriety 
as the country has become 
more conservative over the 
last half-century – and to a 
broadening crackdown on 
freedoms.

The profession took a fur-
ther hit as egypt’s novel coro-
navirus outbreak forced the 
temporary suspension of large 
weddings and the shuttering 
of nightclubs – though many 
dancers continued to enthral 
audiences with online videos.

Conflicted views
belly dancer maria Lurdi-

ana Alves Tejas said it took her 
some time to come to terms 
with egyptians’ conflicted view 
of her profession.

The brazilian, known as 

Lurdiana, said she had per-
formed to enthusiastic crowds 
at weddings and nightclubs, 
and had even taught at gym 
classes.

“but there are some who do 
not see me as a professional – or 
[who think] that I did not have a 
proper education and am only 
doing this to show my body for 
money,” she said.

“It was very dif-
ficult and sad 
because I 
spent years 
learning.”

e g y p t ’s 
belly danc-
ing scene 
thrived last 
c e n t u r y , 
when icons 
like Samia 
Gamal and 
Tahya carioca 
rose to fame on 
the silver screen.

but research-
ers say egyptian 
society has largely 
seen the dance as 
entertainment, to 
be watched but never 
taken up as a profes-
sion.

“This view was bol-
stered by popular 
culture, and mov-
ies which depicted 
belly dancers as co-
quettes, prostitutes 
or home wreck-
ers,” said Shaza 
Yehia, author of 
a 2019 book on 
the history of the 
dance.

Arabic terms 
for dancers – 
raqasat and 
awalem – now 
often bear of-
fensive and 
racy con-
n o t a -
tions.

recent ly, 
authorities 
have target-
ed dancers, 
pop divas 
and social 
media in-
f l u e n c -
ers who 
h a v e 
p o s t e d 
v i d e o s 
online.

O f t e n 
l o o s e l y 

w o r d e d 
c h a r g e s 

against them 
have includ-

ed violating 
“family values” 

or “public de-
cency”.

Foreigners have not been 
spared in the crackdown.

In 2018, russian belly 
dancer ekaterina Andreeva – 
known as Johara – was briefly 
arrested for donning a cos-
tume deemed too revealing, 
after a video of her perfor-
mance circulated widely.

Stirred imaginations
According to Yehia and oth-

er researchers, belly dancing 
in egypt is believed to have 
especially flourished during 
the 19th century.

“Performers at the time 
were called ‘awalem’, or the 
knowledgeable, in reference 
to their ample knowledge in 
the arts of singing and danc-
ing,” Yehia said.

Its modern-day manifesta-

tion was in part shaped by 
Westerners during colonial 
times, she added.

Some even argue that the 
term “belly dance”, or danse 
du ventre, was originally 
coined by the French.

“Foreign writers and paint-
ers portrayed their own fanta-
sies about eastern belly danc-
ers,” Yehia said.

“These views stirred imagina-
tions in the West, which later 
sought to turn them into reality.”

International dance moves 
were incorporated into the 
Oriental dance, and costumes 
altered to appeal to popular 
tastes.

Now, conservatives and tra-
ditionalists view belly danc-
ers’ gauzy skirts and glittery 
bra tops as too revealing, and 

often accuse them of being 
“vulgar” and “overtly sexual”.

dancers performing to 
classical Arabic music have 
also become a rarity, instead 
usually preferring popular 
electro street music, known 
as mahraganat – a genre with 
fast beats and improvised vo-
cals that purists view as over-
stepping moral boundaries.

despite the apparent con-
tradictions, foreign belly 
dancers in egypt say coming 
to the country was the right 
choice.

“Foreigners have to come 
here to fully understand, 
perform and practise,” said 
Ukrainian belly dancer Alla 
Kushnir.

“egypt is simply the land of 
belly dancing.” AFP

‘Fast-food’ bar in Pompeii ash hints roman snack habits
A 2,000-YeAr-OLd fast-food 
stall unearthed from the ash of 
Pompeii has given researchers 
new clues about the snacking 
habits of the ancient 
romans.

The ornate snack bar coun-
ter, decorated with poly-
chrome patterns and frozen by 
volcanic ash, was partially 
exhumed last year but archae-
ologists extended work on the 
site to reveal it in its full glory.

Pompeii was buried in a sea of 
boiling lava when the volcano 
on nearby mount Vesuvius 
erupted in 79 Ad, killing between 
2,000 and 15,000 people.

Archaeologists continue to 
make discoveries there.

The thermopolium – from 
the Greek “thermos” for hot 
and “poleo” to sell – at what 
was a busy intersection of Sil-
ver Wedding Street and Alley 
of balconies, was the roman 

era equivalent of a fast-food 
snack stall.

The team found duck bone 
fragments as well as the 
remains of pigs, goats, fish and 
snails in earthenware pots. 
Some of the ingredients had 
been cooked together like a 
roman era paella.

crushed fava beans, used to 
modify the taste of wine, were 
found at the bottom of one 
jar.

The counter appears to have 
been closed in a hurry and 
abandoned by its owners – per-
haps as the first rumblings of 
the eruption were felt – massi-
mo Osanna, director-general at 
the Archaeological Park of Pom-
peii, told Ansa news agency.

 
Witness to antiquity

Amphorae, a water tower 
and a fountain were found 
alongside human remains, 

including those of a man 
believed to have been aged 
around 50 and discovered near 
a child’s bed.

“It is possible that someone, 
perhaps the oldest man, stayed 
behind and perished during 
the first phase of the erup-
tion,” Osanna told Ansa news 
agency.

The remains of another per-
son were also found and could 
be an opportunist thief or 
someone fleeing the eruption 
who was “surprised by the 
burning vapours just as he had 
his hand on the lid of the pot 
that he had just opened”, add-
ed Osanna.

In the latest stage of their 
work, archaeologists uncov-
ered a number of still life 
scenes, including depictions 
of animals believed to have 
been on the menu, notably 
mallard ducks and a rooster, 

for serving up with wine or hot 
beverages.

Previously unearthed was a 
fresco bearing an image of a 
Nereid nymph riding a sea-
horse and gladiators in com-
bat.

“As well as bearing witness 
to daily life in Pompeii, the 
possibilities to analyse afford-
ed by this thermopolium are 
exceptional because for the 
first time we have excavated a 
site in its entirety,” said mas-
simo Osanna, director-general 
at the Archaeological Park of 
Pompeii.

The thermopolium was very 
popular in the roman world. 
Pompeii alone had around 
80.

The massive site that spreads 
over 44ha is what remains of 
one of the richest cities in the 
roman empire. Layers of ash 
buried many buildings and 

objects in a nearly pristine 
state, including curled-up 
corpses of victims.

Pompeii is Italy’s second 

most visited site after the col-
isseum in rome and last year 
attracted around four million 
tourists. AFP

In this file photo taken on December 12, 2012, belly dancers perform during a show at a hotel in the Egyptian capital Cairo. AFP

The counter, frozen by volcanic ash, had been partly unearthed last 
year but the work was extended to best preserve the entire site. 
ArchAeologicAl PArk oF PomPeii/AFP



A
lthough small 
in the face of South 
America’s giants, hai-
ti is slowly develop-

ing its cocoa industry, earning 
better incomes for thousands 
of farmers and refuting the ste-
reotype that culinary art is the 
preserve of wealthy countries.

haiti’s annual production of 
5,000 tonnes of cocoa pales 
in comparison to the 70,000 
tonnes produced per year by 
neighbouring Dominican Re-
public, but the sector’s devel-
opment is recent in the island 
nation.

Feccano, a federation of co-
coa cooperatives in northern 
haiti, became the first group 
to organise exchanges in 2001 
by prioritising farmers’ prof-
its.

“Before, there was the sys-
tematic destruction of cocoa 
trees because the market price 
wasn’t interesting for farmers 
who preferred very short-cycle 
crops,” said guito gilot, Fec-
cano’s commercial director.

the cooperative now works 
with more than 4,000 farmers 
in northern haiti.

By fermenting its members’ 
beans before export, Feccano 
has been able to target the mar-
ket for fine and aromatic cocoa.

“Feccano’s customers pay 
for quality – they don’t have 
the New York Stock Exchange 
as a reference,” said gilot.

Just-in-time collection
Smelling potential, hai-

ti’s private sec-

tor finally began investing in 
the cocoa industry, which un-
til then had been supported 
solely by non-governmental 
organisations and humani-
tarian efforts.

By setting up its fermenta-
tion setter in 2014 in Acul-
du-Nord, 15 kilometres (nine 
miles) from haiti’s second city 
Cap-haitien, the company 
Produit des iles (PISA) entered 
the market. But the logistical 
challenges are many.

“the producers we work 
with farm less than a hectare, 
often divided into several plots 
whereas, in latin America, a 
small producer already owns 
four or five hectares,” ex-
plained Aline Etlicher, who de-
veloped the industry at PISA.

“We buy fresh cocoa, the 
same day as the harvest so the 
farmer no longer has the prob-
lems of drying and storing that 
they would have if they sold it 
to an intermediary,” said the 
French agronomist.

In recent months, this just-
in-time bean collection from 
all sites has b e e n 
more chal- l e n g -
ing be- c a u s e 
m a n y r o a d s 
were reg- u l a r l y 
blocked due to 
s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l 
unrest.

Maintain-
i n g organic and 
f a i r trade certifica-

tions for the cocoa is deli-
cate, but the haitian style has 
made its mark abroad.

“today there are bars sold 
in the united States that are 
called Acul-du-Nord,” Etli-
cher said proudly.

“With our customers, we are 
part of the ‘bean to bar’ move-
ment of chocolate makers who 
transform the cocoa bean into 
the chocolate bar,” she said, 
adding that by cutting out the 
middleman, haitian produc-
ers’ revenues have doubled.

And on the other end of the 
chain, bean processing remains 
local.

‘Plant your cocoa’
For master chocolatier 

Ralph leroy, making a rum 
ganache – haitian, just like 
all the products he uses – was 
not an obvious choice.

After years in Montreal, he 
returned home to haiti as a 
haute-couture stylist.

his shift to cocoa began 

when he made clothes out of 
chocolate for a culinary trade 
show. the training he then 
underwent for a year in Italy 
fuelled his passion as much 
as his pride.

“the first week, I think I was 
insulted when the professor 
said, ‘Chocolate is made for 
Europe. You there, plant your 
cocoa, we buy the cocoa and 
do the work,’” he recalled.

today, leroy runs the choc-
olate company he founded in 
2016, Makaya, and the edible 
sculptures that come out of 
his workshop are a huge sen-
sation at parties. his compa-
ny now has about 20 employ-
ees who share his passion.

“Even in cooking schools, 
we don’t learn this. I learned 
everything here and I am very, 
very proud,” said Duasmine 
Paul, 22, head of Makaya’s 
laboratory.

Echoes of car horns reach 
the ears of Makaya employees 
carefully sorting cocoa beans, 

a side effect of the chaotic 
traffic that paralyses haitian 
capital Port-au-Prince at the 
end of the year.

From his workshop, where 
he also concocts chocolate-
based cocktails, leroy sees as 
sweet revenge the great mar-
keting of his bars.

“the greatest pleasure is 
when, before travelling, hai-
tians come here to buy a lot 
to offer abroad. It’s become 
their pride. And also when 
Europeans come and buy all 
the stock . . . I tell myself that I 
am doing a good job,” he says 
with a burst of laughter. AFP
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haiti’s cocoa wants international recognition

over half of Chinese adults now overweight: official data
MoRE than half of adults in 
China are now overweight, 
official figures showed on 
December 23, with increas-
ingly sedentary lifestyles 
among the country’s growing 
middle class translating to 
expanding waistlines.

China has experienced rapid 
economic growth in recent 
decades that has profoundly 
changed eating habits – mas-
sively popular online delivery 
apps make cheap, calorie-rich 
meals available to city dwellers 
at all hours.

that growth now means that 
more than 50 per cent of people 
are overweight for the first time, 
according to a National health 
Commission report published 
on December 23, out of which 
16.4 per cent are considered 
obese.

that proportion is nearly 
double the 29 per cent of 
adults classified as overweight 
or obese in 2002.

Many adults in China now 
“exercise too little, are under too 
much pressure, and have an 
unhealthy work schedule,” Wang 
Dan, a nutritionist in the north-
eastern city of harbin, said.

Chinese children are also 
increasingly overweight, the 
report revealed, with 20 per cent 
of 6 to 17-year-olds now heavier 
than the healthy limit compared 
to 16 per cent in 2012.

Being overweight is a major 
risk factor for cardiovascular 
disease, diabetes and cancer.

the worst-affected country 
in Asia remains Malaysia, 
where around 65 per cent are 
overweight or obese, accord-
ing to the World health organ-
isation last year.

Adult obesity is on the rise 
across the world, in both pros-
perous regions as well as areas 
where people are unable to 
afford healthy diets of fruits, 
vegetables and protein-rich 
foods. AFP

Sorting of cocoa beans according to their size and appearance is done in the workshops of Makaya Chocolat on December 23, 2020 in Petionville, Haiti. AFP

Entrepreneur, chocolate maker and chocolate sculptor Ralph Leroy 
poses with one of his emblematic creations, a shoe in the workshops of 
Makaya Chocolat in Petionville, Haiti. AFP

Chocolate mousse by chocolate maker Ralph Leroy is displayed in the 
workshops of Makaya Chocolat. AFP

Overweight people having exercise treatment at the Aimin (Love the People) Fat Reduction Hospital in the northern port city of Tianjin in 2015. AFP



O
N SWEEPING fields 
once blanketed in 
lush purple, a thin 
and bedraggled 

crop of flowers is all farmers 
in Indian-administered Kash-
mir’s saffron-growing region 
Pampore have to show for 
this year’s harvest.

Dry conditions blamed on 
climate change have seen 
yields of the world’s most ex-
pensive spice halved in the 
past two decades, threatening 
the future of a cash crop that 
has brought wealth to the re-
gion for 2,500 years.

“These fields used to be like 
goldmines,” said Abdul Ahad 
Mir in Pampore, just south of 
Indian-administered Kash-
mir’s main city Srinagar.

Saffron has long thrived 
there, and Mir’s family was 
reared in the delicate work of 
plucking the lucrative but tiny 
crimson threads from purple 
crocus flowers.

“In my childhood we need-
ed 80 men over a week to pick 
the flowers,” Mir said.

“Today our family of six fin-
ish it in a day.”

Warming temperatures 
caused by climate change 
have made rainfall erratic, 
depleting the thirsty saffron 
fields of water. Shrinking gla-
ciers across the Himalayan re-
gion have also cut water flows 

to the foothills downstream.
It takes around 160,000 

flowers to yield 1kg of the pre-
cious spice, which will sell for 
around $1,350 in local mar-
kets.

But official figures show 
that harvests of the so-called 
“red gold” were just 1.4kg per 
hectare in 2018 – half the fig-
ure recorded in 1998.

Mohammad Ramzan Rather 
says his acreage in Pampore 
only produced around 30 grams 
of the crop this year, down from 
2kg 12 years ago.

The harvest season – which 
lasts for just two weeks at 
the end of autumn – has also 
been devastated by the coro-
navirus pandemic, as well as 
recent security lockdowns in 
response to a long-running 
insurgency in the disputed 
territory, claimed by both In-
dia and arch-rival Pakistan.

Ancient pride
Historians say saffron has 

been cultivated in Kashmir 
since at least 500 BC.

Locally the spice is added to 
traditional dishes and used as 
an ingredient in Kehwa, a sweet 
drink served during special oc-
casions such as marriages.

Elsewhere in the world, it is 
prized for its use in cooking 
and cosmetics and can fetch 
prices of more than $10,000 

per kg on the international 
market.

Nearly 90 per cent of the 
world’s saffron is grown in 
Iran, but experts consider 
Kashmir’s crop to be superior 
for its deep red colour and 
distinct aroma.

In 2010, Indian authorities 
sought to halt the impact of 
climate change by launch-
ing a $54 million fund to in-
troduce modern agricultural 
technology to farmers.

Authorities have touted it as 
a success, claiming it has re-
juvenated Kashmir’s 15,00ha 
of saffron fields.

But farmers disagree. They 
have ripped up plastic ir-
rigation pipes that are now 
strewn across fields, saying 
they bring little water and 
make it harder to till the land.

Others say high-yield seed 
varieties introduced under 
the scheme have ruined their 
crops.

Jalal-ud-Din Wani said 
some farmers were turning 
their land into orchards be-
cause apples need less water.

Though he said the govern-
ment’s intervention had failed, 
Wani believes that the luck of 
some farmers may improve.

If they stick to traditional 
methods of farming the crop, 
he said, “there is still a sliver 
of chance to revive it”. AFP
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Camels’ features
  6 Dog’s name in kiddie literature
 10 Bummed
 13 Blue shade
 14 Quite strange
 16 Fury
 17 Old-time steamboat
 19 Mafia boss
 20 Hymn of praise
 21 Unassuming
 23 “___ got the whole world ...”
 26 Gangster’s pistol
 27 Difficult pills to swallow
 28 Having less rainfall
 30 Of a sickly, yellow hue
 31 It’s groovy to a carpenter
 32 Walk furtively
 34 Altar avowal
 37 Quite expensive
 39 Bovine bellow
 40 Disgust
 42 ___ out (dress up)
 43 Rodeo activity
 46 Make agitated
 47 Hardy companion?

 49 Makeshift abode
 51 Watergate, e.g.
 53 Part of HBO
 54 Tank contents
 55 News channel guest
 56 Beef-filled
 58 Circle segment
 59 They may lead to shortcuts
 64 Trash-bag closer
 65 Provide with shelter
 66 Pond growth
 67 “Emer-gency!”
 68 Digs made of twigs
 69 Baseball, e.g.
DOWN
  1 Is suffering from
  2 Submachine gun
  3 Kind of wrestling
  4 Get ready for, for short
  5 It’s treated in a plant
  6 Perspiration
  7 Ball ___ hammer
  8 Van Gogh medium
  9 Vocalist’s vibration
 10 Driving recklessly, in a way
 11 Jumped to one’s feet
 12 Significant impressions

 15 More whimsical
 18 The Tin Man wanted one
 22 Entertaining couple
 23 Possessed, old-style
 24 Muse who inspires poets
 25 Some furtive looks
 27 Twirler’s need
 29 Unknown Jane
 30 Overindulge
 33 Incite to action
 35 Mouth of the Mississippi
 36 Blue Bonnet, et al.
 38 Easily offended
 41 Influential interval
 44 “Ontario” anagram
 45 Exult in victory
 48 Up-coming link
 50 Added attractions
 51 Minor arguments
 52 Knick-knack
 53 Attacked on all sides
 56 Cluttered condition
 57 Shrill bark
 60 Up for payment
 61 Psych 101 subject
 62 Cigarette substance
 63 Address a fracture

“THIS WHAT GOES UP?” 

Monday’s solution

Monday’s solution

Climate change ruins 
Kashmir’s saffron crop

Farmers work in a saffron field in Pampore, south of Srinagar. Climate change have threatened the future of 
the world’s most expensive spice. AFP

Farmers separate stigmas from the saffron crocus after harvesting in a house in Pampore, south of Srinagar. AFP
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Patrick mahomes rallied 
the kansas city chiefs over 
atlanta 17-14 on december 
27 to give the reigning Super 
bowl champions a first-round 
bye and home-field edge in 
the NFL playoffs.

mahomes completed 24-of-
44 passes for 278 yards and two 
touchdowns, his second scoring 
toss a 25-yarder to demarcus 
robinson with 1:55 remaining 
to lift the chiefs ahead to stay.

“it’s that championship swag-
ger of knowing how to win the 
game even when you’re not 
playing well,” mahomes said.

there was also plenty of 
heartache in the season’s pen-
ultimate weekend as losses 
jeopardized the playoff hopes 
of indianapolis, Washington, 
the Los angeles rams and a 
cleveland squad missing key 
players due to covid-19.

Host Pittsburgh rallied late 
to edge indianapolis 28-24 
and secure the aFc North divi-
sion crown while the host New 
York Jets won only their second 
game by downing cleveland 
23-16, a win ensuring NFL-
worst Jacksonville, 1-14, has 
the 2021 NFL draft top pick.

Seattle defeated the visit-
ing rams 20-9 to secure the 
NFc West title while host 
Washington lost 20-13 to 
carolina, failing to claim the 
NFc east crown.

chiefs coach andy reid says 
his team must play better to 
repeat as NFL champions.

“We just weren’t as sharp as 
we need to be,” reid said.

mahomes said he needs to 
play better.

“the defense played their 
tail off to keep us in the game 
and give us a chance,” he said. 
“the offense found a way to 
score a touchdown when we 
needed to.”

a 39-yard field goal attempt 
by South korean kicker koo 
Young-hoe was wide right for 
atlanta in the dying seconds 
and the chiefs sealed the 
aFc top seed, bye and home-
field edge.

“When you look at the his-
tory of the bye week, usually 
it’s a good thing for a team 
trying to make a champion-
ship run,” mahomes said.

Super bowl 54 most Valu-
able Player mahomes also 
threw a 4-yard touchdown 
pass to travis kelce, whose 
seven catches for 98 yards 
gave him an NFL one-season 
tight end reception record of 
1,416 yards this year.

Pittsburgh’s ben roethlis-
berger completed 34-of-49 
passes for 342 yards and three 
touchdowns as the Steelers 
snapped a three-game losing 
skid to beat the colts.

indianapolis led 24-7 before 
“big ben” hit scoring throws of 
39 yards to diontae Johnson, 
5 yards to eric ebron and 25 
yards to JuJu Smith-Schuster.

the colts fell level with 
cleveland, baltimore and mi-
ami at 10-5 in a fight for the 
last three aFc playoff spots, 
but would need help in the 
final week to advance.

tennessee (10-4) can clinch 
the aFc South division title with 
a later win at Green bay (11-3).

cleveland, out of the playoffs 
since 2002, had four receivers 
and two linebackers out due 
to covid-19 tests and contact 
tracing and fell behind 20-3 to 
the lowly Jets (2-13). a fight-

back died when the browns 
lost the ball on downs in Jets 
territory in the last seconds.

Ravens, Cowboys win
Lamar Jackson threw for 183 

yards and two touchdowns 
and ran 13 times for 80 yards 
to spark the baltimore ravens 
over the visiting New York Gi-
ants 27-13.

the Giants (5-10) stayed 
in playoff contention when 
Washington (6-9) lost to car-
olina, missing a chance to 
clinch the NFc east title.

dallas (5-10) ripped Phila-
delphia 37-17 to end the ea-
gles’ playoff hopes. if Washing-
ton loses at Philadelphia next 
week, the cowboys-Giants 
winner will capture the NFc 
east, the NFL’s weakest divi-
sion, and host a playoff game.

Seattle (11-4) kept the rams 
(9-6) from securing an NFc 
playoff berth and stayed level 
with New Orleans chasing 
Green bay for the NFc bye.

russell Wilson ran four 
yards for a touchdown and 
flipped a 13-yard touchdown 
pass to Jacob Hollister to give 
the Seahawks a division title.

the rams could miss the 
playoffs with a loss next week 
and wins by 8-7 arizona and 
chicago, which moved into 
the mix by overpowering 
Jacksonville 41-17.

Los angeles chargers quar-
terback Justin Herbert broke 
baker mayfield’s NFL one-
season rookie touchdown 
pass record with his 28th of 
the campaign in a 19-16 vic-
tory over denver. AFP

messi says barca 
‘my life’ but stays 
mum on future

chiefs win, seize NFL playoffs bye Nba Warriors injury list 
grows, chriss breaks leg

L
iONeL messi remained coy 
on his future at barcelona in 
a long interview broadcast 
on december 27 in which he 

called the catalan giants “my life”.
Speaking to Spanish tV channel 

La Sexta, messi insisted that he was 
“excited” to play under coach ronald 
koeman this season despite trying to 
leave the club where he has played 
his entire senior career last summer.

He said that at the time he felt like he 
“needed a change”, but his attempted 
exit was blocked amid a spat with former 
barca president Josep maria bartomeu. 

messi’s contract expires at the end 
of the season and from next month 
he will be free to negotiate a move 
away from catalonia.

“barca is my life, i’m in love with the 
club. and the city, my children were 
born here,” messi said in an inter-
view conducted earlier this month.

“it’s true i had a bad time in the 
summer. it came from everything 
that happened before the summer, 
how the season ended, the burofax 
[how messi communicated his de-
sire to leave], all of that. i carried 
that into the start of the season a 
little bit.”

bartomeu stepped down in Octo-
ber and a new barcelona president 
will be elected on January 24, after 
which 33-year-old messi is expect-
ed to begin talks over whether to 
extend his career-long stay.

“i feel good right now, ready to fight 
for everything. i feel excited,” he said.

messi said he is under no illusions 
over the position barca find them-
selves in, with the financial prob-
lems exacerbated by the coronavirus 
pandemic likely to hamper player 
recruitment.

“i know the club is going through 
a difficult period and that makes ev-
erything surrounding barcelona dif-
ficult, but i am motivated,” he said.

He described barca’s situation as 
“really bad” and poured scorn on 
the idea that Neymar could make a 
shock return to catalonia.

“to do that you need money, and 
there is no money. Neymar would 
cost a lot,” messi said.

much of the talk surrounding 
messi’s departure centred around 
the possibility he might reunite with 
Pep Guardiola at manchester city, 
although there are also reports of 
him potentially lining up alongside 
Neymar at Paris Saint-Germain.

messi won three La Liga titles and 
two champions Leagues in his four 
seasons under Guardiola, and was 
full of praise for his former boss.

“Pep has something special. He 
makes you see things in one way: 
how he prepares for matches, de-
fensively, how to attack,” he said. 

“He told you exactly how the 
match was going to be, how you had 
to attack to win.” AFP

GOLdeN State Warriors center 
marquese chriss broke his right 
leg in practice in chicago and 
will require surgery, the Nba 
team said Sunday, yet another 
injury blow to a team trying to 
return to title contender status.

the Warriors said chriss suf-
fered a right ankle injury and 
fibular fracture in practice on 
december 26 as the team pre-
pared for their game on de-
cember 27 against the bulls.

“He will undergo surgery in 
the coming days and a time-
line for his return will be de-
termined after that,” the War-
riors said in a statement.

chriss, the number eight 
selection in the 2016 Nba 
draft, played for three teams 
in his first three seasons be-
fore signing with the Warriors 
in training camp last year.

by the end of the season, he 
was the Warriors starting cen-
ter, averaging 9.3 points, 6.2 
rebounds and 1.9 assists in 59 
games. So far this season, he 

was establishing himself as 
backup behind rookie James 
Wiseman, the second overall 
pick in the draft in November.

His absence will put more 
responsibility on the shoulders 
of the 19-year-old Wiseman.

the Warriors lost five-time 
all-Star klay thompson for 
the entire season when he suf-
fered a torn achilles tendon in 
a workout in November.

thompson was a key part of 
the Warriors team that dominat-
ed the league with five straight 
runs to the Nba Finals and titles 
in 2015, 2017 and 2018.

the Warriors had hoped 
thompson would play a key 
role in a resurgence after he 
missed all of the 2019-2020 
with a knee injury suffered in 
the 2019 Nba Finals.

With thompson sidelined 
and teammate Stephen curry 
missing four months with a 
broken hand, the Warriors 
finished last in the Western 
conference in 2020. AFP

Barcelona’s Argentinian forward Lionel Messi walks on the pitch during the Spanish league football match between FC Barcelona 
and Valencia CF at the Camp Nou stadium in Barcelona on December 19. AFP

D’Angelo Russell (right) of the Golden State warriors looks to pass 
under pressure from Avery Bradley of the LA Lakers. AFP

Patrick Mahomes of the Kansas City Chiefs looks to pass in their game 
against the Tampa Bay Buccaneers. AFP
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La rOcHeLLe beat montpel-
lier 22-9 on december 27 to 
maintain their Top 14 lead de-
spite playing an hour with 14 
men but the two teams imme-
diately below both picked up 
bonus points to gain ground.

racing 92 scored six tries as 
they beat bottom side agen 
45-10. In the evening, Toulouse 
collected their bonus when 
they scored their fifth try in 
added time to beat bordeaux 
begles, 45-23.

Toulouse closed to a point of 
La rochelle with racing, who 
have played one fewer game, a 
point further back.

In the late game, winger Ga-
bin Villiere scored a hat-trick of 
tries as Toulon beat clermont 
27-9 to remain in fourth.

In La rochelle, Ihaia West 
kicked the home team into a 
fifth minute lead but Will Skel-
ton conceded a penalty two 
minutes later to allow montpel-
lier’s anthony bouthier to level.

The 2.03 metre (six foot, eight 
inch) australian’s afternoon got 
worse in the 19th minute when 
he tackled montpellier’s own 
hulking lock, the 2.02 metre 
Paul Willemse. Skelton’s shoul-
der made contact with the 
South african’s head, resulting 
in a red card. 

bouthier added further pun-
ishment by kicking the penalty 
to give montpellier the lead.

West replied with a penalty 
three minutes later and kicked 

another on half time to give La 
rochelle the lead at the break.

In a match played in rain and 
gusty wind, dominated by the 
packs and marred by handling 
errors and lost lineouts, the 
only try came when montpel-
lier made a mess of fielding 
the second-half kick off under 
their own posts. The bounce 
helped La rochelle number 8 
Kevin Gourdon who pounced 
to score. 

West converted and add-
ed two more penalties while 
montpellier, even with a 
man advantage, could only 
manage a penalty by alex 
Lozowski in reply.

“We had to work hard to fill 
the gap left by Will Skelton’s red 
card,” said La rochelle flanker 
mathieu Tanguy. 

“We had more desire than 
they did.”

The victory, in the opening 
match of the round, ensured 
La rochelle would remain the 
top of the table after what the 
Top 14 calls its ‘boxing day’ 
round of games. montpellier 
remain mired in 12th.

‘Second wind’
racing responded by cross-

ing six times in the sheltered 
environment of their indoor La 
defense arena.

Victor moreaux gave visiting 
agen an early lead with an 11th 
minute try. Louis dupichot, 
Teddy baubigny and Kurtley 
beale replied before half time. 
Teddy Thomas, Jordan Joseph 
and Ibrahim diallo touched 
down in the last 19 minutes to 

ensure an emphatic victory.
racing coach Laurent 

Travers made 12 changes to 
his team and said that and the 
christmas break explained 
the slow start.

“These players need play-
ing time,” he said. 

“They wanted to play, but 
nothing can replace competi-
tion. It took about 20 minutes 
for them to get their second 
wind.”

The meeting between hosts 
Toulouse, the Top 14 cham-
pions in 2019, and bordeaux-
begles, the team that led the 
standings when last season 
was halted by the coronavirus 
pandemic, was close until the 
50th minute.

Yann Huguet, Selevasio Tolo-
fua scored first half tries for 
Toulouse while Yoram Falatea 
and Thierry Paiva replied for 
the visitors.

With Toulouse just three 
points ahead, France scrum 
half antoine dupont side-
stepped through the visiting 
defence to score. 

matthis Lebel added another 
try and veteran back maxime 
medard touched down after 
time had expired to secure bo-
nus point.

“We got a scare,” dupont 
said. “Five points is very good 
from an accounting point of 
view, but there is a lot of room 
for improvement.” bordeaux 
begles are eighth. afp

Liverpool held by West brom, Spurs stumble

La rochelle maintain Top 14 lead roger Federer out of 
australian Open 2021

L
IVerPOOL offered the 
chasing pack in the Pre-
mier League title race a late 
christmas gift by throwing 

away two points at home to strug-
gling West brom in a 1-1 draw on 
december 27, as Tottenham were 
also held 1-1 at Wolves.

The defending champions edged 
three points clear at the top of the 
table, but dropped points in the 
league at anfield for just the sec-
ond time in 34 games after failing to 
make the most of a dominant first-
half performance.

Sadio mane opened the scoring 
with a classy finish on 12 minutes 
as Jurgen Klopp’s men had the 
baggies camped inside their own 
half until the break, but eased off 
in the second-half and were made 
to pay.

Sam allardyce was taking charge 
of West brom for just the second 
time and the former england man-
ager’s excellent recent record at 
anfield continued when Semi ajayi 
rose to head home from a corner 
eight minutes from time and give 
the visitors’ a valuable point in their 
battle to avoid relegation.

allardyce has now not been beaten 
in his last four away league games 
against Klopp’s Liverpool with four 
different clubs.

“It was our own fault,” said Klopp. 
“We gave them simple corners and 
that’s the only thing they wanted to 
have tonight. That’s why it is only 
one point instead of three.”

West brom remain second bot-

tom, but are now within five points 
of safety.

“every man today showed the 
spirit this team needs to get out of 
this position,” said allardyce. “I saw 
a lot of guts, a lot of determination 
and a lot of quality.”

Tottenham moved up to fifth, but 
missed another chance to close on 
Liverpool as their winless streak in 

the league extended to four games.
Spurs got off to a dream start when 

rui Patricio was slow to react to Tan-
guy Ndombele’s strike from the edge 
of the box.

However, just like in a 1-1 draw at 
crystal Palace two weeks ago, Jose 
mourinho’s men sat on their narrow 
lead and were punished.

Wolves dominated the second-half 

but lacked a goal threat with the in-
jured raul Jimenez sat in the stands 
recuperating from a fractured skull.

Nuno espirito Santo’s men did 
finally get their reward four min-
utes from time when romain 
Saiss f licked home Pedro Neto’s 
corner.

Wolves even wasted a huge chance 
to win the game in stoppage time 

when Fabio Silva headed straight at 
Hugo Lloris.

Leeds ride their luck
earlier, Patrick bamford’s penalty 

earned Leeds a controversial 1-0 
win over burnley to move marcelo 
bielsa’s men up to 12th, nine points 
clear of the relegation zone. 

The only goal at elland road came 
after just five minutes when bamford 
was wiped out by the onrushing Nick 
Pope and fired home the resulting 
penalty for his 10th goal of the season.

burnley felt doubly aggrieved not 
to level 12 minutes later when ash-
ley barnes smashed home after Illan 
meslier fumbled a high ball into the 
box.

The French goalkeeper was award-
ed a free-kick for backing in by ben 
mee and despite meslier appearing 
to be the aggressor, the goal could 
not be reviewed by Var as referee 
robert Jones had blown for the foul 
before the ball hit the net.

defeat sees the clarets drop to 
17th, still just two points above the 
relegation zone.

brighton edged ahead of burnley 
thanks to a 2-2 draw at West Ham, 
but will be disappointed to have 
thrown away the chance of just a 
second win in 14 games. 

Twice the Seagulls led through 
Neal maupay and Lewis dunk, 
but ben Johnson slotted home 
his first senior goal to make it 
1-1 before Tomas Soucek’s head-
er earned a point eight minutes 
from time. afp

TWeNTY-TIme Grand Slam 
champion roger Federer will 
miss the australian Open for 
the first time in his career as 
he continues his recovery 
from two rounds of knee sur-
gery, organisers said on de-
cember 28.

The 39-year-old Swiss has 
been out of action since Feb-
ruary but recently resumed 
training and was on the entry 
list for year’s opening Grand 
Slam, which will make a de-
layed start on February 8.

Federer, a huge favourite 
with the melbourne crowds, 
hasn’t missed the austra-
lian Open since his debut in 
2000, winning the trophy six 
times.

“In the end roger ran out of 

time to get himself ready for 
the rigours of a Grand Slam 
and he’s very disappointed 
he won’t be coming to mel-
bourne in 2021,” said tourna-
ment chief craig Tiley.

Federer hasn’t played a tour-
nament since his melbourne 
semi-final loss to Novak djok-
ovic in January, missing the 
rest of the covid-disrupted 
2020 season.

He could only watch as ra-
fael Nadal matched his all-
time men’s record of 20 Grand 
Slam singles titles with a 13th 
victory at the French Open.

Federer leaves a field 
packed with the world’s top 
players, led by world number 
ones djokovic and ashleigh 
barty. afp

Liverpool midfielder Mohamed Salah controls the ball during the English Premier League football match between Liverpool and 
West Bromwich Albion at Anfield in Liverpool, north west England, on December 27. pool/afp

Switzerland’s Roger Federer gesturing in the quarter-final match of 
the Australian Open. afp

La Rochelle centre Kerr-Barlow runs with the ball in the French Top 14 
rugby union match between La Rochelle and Montpellier. afp
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