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Cambodia likely to rise on the 
wings of Asian recovery in 2021
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Hin Pisei

T
HE government’s pol-
icy to boost produc-
tivity performance in 
the agricultural sector 

has lit a fire under the King-
dom’s exports, with shipments 
of fresh chilli flaring up 27.08 
per cent from 55,513 tonnes in 
2019 to 70,546 tonnes in a 
spicy 2020, according to Min-

ister of Agriculture, Forestry 
and Fisheries Veng Sakhon.

Battambang provincial De-
partment of Agriculture direc-
tor Chhim Vachira told The 
Post on January 7 that during 
this time last year, vegetable 
cultivation area in the province 
– chilli and otherwise – had ex-
ceeded 1,000ha, eclipsing the 
target by over 150 per cent.

He chalked up the increase in 

arable land to the government’s 
policy to strengthen and spice 
up the potential of agricultural 
products, while ensuring that 
their prices would be more en-
couraging than in 2019.

He said Battambang’s chilli 
cultivation area is set to ex-
pand in almost every district.

“In 2021, the price of chilli 
will be much higher than last 
year’s levels, and the market 

won’t hit any snags either. Pro-
vincial authorities will time and 
again egg farmers on to ramp 
up their crop production in a 
more consistent manner and 
in line with market demand.

“At the same time, we’ll also 
encourage them to incorporate 
training geared towards com-
mercialisation and agricultural 

Chilli exports ratchet up a 
red-hot 27% in spicy 2020
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Niem Chheng

THE water levels along the 
Mekong River in Thailand, 
Laos and Cambodia are set 
to drop due to decreased 
outflows at the Jinghong hy-
dropower station in China’s 
Yunnan province as China 
conducts maintenance on 
its power grid infrastructure 
from January 5 to 24.

A statement from the inter-
governmental Mekong River 
Commission (MRC) on Janu-
ary 6 announced that the 

maintenance would result in 
a reduced water flow of 1,000 
cubic metres per second 
(m3/s) from January 5-24, cit-
ing information from China’s 
Ministry of Water Resources.

The flow rate will gradually 
return to normal from Janu-
ary 25, but the ministry did not 
specify river levels before the 
reduction or the volume to be 
restored, the statement said.

The MRC observed that the 
outflow level at Jinghong began 
decreasing from 1,410m3/s on 
December 31 to 768m3/s on 

January 1, representing a near-
ly 50 per cent drop. The flow 
rate rose slightly to 786m3/s 
between January 1-4.

“As a result, water levels 
along the Mekong River are 
likely to drop by about 1.2m, 
according to MRC’s observa-
tions and forecasting of water 
level data,” it said.

Water levels had already 
dropped by almost 2m during 
January 2-4 at the Chiang Saen 
monitoring station in Thai-
land, located approximately 
300km downstream from Jing-

hong. The level is expected to 
rise 0.05m from January 5-11. 

“In Cambodia, Mekong wa-
ter levels in Stung Treng, Kratie, 
Kampong Cham, Phnom Penh, 
Koh Khel [in Kandal province] 
and Neak Loeung [connecting 
Kandal and Prey Veng prov-
inces] did not experience any 
apparent decrease until Janu-
ary 5. The river level at these 
locations is expected not to 
change significantly, dropping 
only 0.03-0.07m during Janu-
ary 9 to 11,” the MRC said.

MRC’s Regional Flood and 

Drought Management Cen-
tre head Lam Hung Son said 
navigation activities on the 
Mekong River, particularly in 
areas near Jinghong, may be 
affected during this period. He 
said the centre will continue to 
monitor the situation closely.

In October, China’s water 
resources ministry signed 
an agreement with the MRC 
committing to share more hy-
drological data with Mekong 
countries to ensure they can 
prepare for potential floods 
and droughts.

Mekong levels set to drop during power grid work 
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Economic 
woes back 
home for 
migrants
Niem Chheng

SINCE the outbreak of Covid-
19 early last year, more than 
120,000 out of 1.2 million 
Cambodian migrant workers 
in Thailand have returned 
home, with many facing 
difficulties to sustain them-
selves and their families.

To ease the burden, the 
Ministry of Planning has en-
couraged returning migrants 
to apply for IDPoor cards 
with their local authorities. 
So far, however, only a small 
portion have applied to join 
the programme despite 
widespread hardships.

Phorn Chantha is a 51-
year-old farmer from Kors 
Kralor district’s Chhnal Mann 
commune in Battambang 
province. Before the out-
break, he had worked with 
family members as garden-
ers for a real estate company 
in Thailand’s Pathum Thani 
province for four years. 

He earned over $400 per 
month in that time, work-
ing day and night – until the 
Covid-19 crisis began and he 
decided to return to Cam-
bodia in August over fears of 
contracting the virus. Cur-
rently, he farms a rice field 
he bought with a loan of 
$2,000 before he moved to 
Thailand. Besides farming, 
he has been hired to har-
vest cassava for a daily wage 
of 30,000 riel ($7), while his 
wife and two children raise 
60 chickens at home.

Chantha said he had 
once previously received a 
donation of 25kg of milled 
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Mom Kunthear

WHILE members of the public have 
been focused on protecting them-
selves from contracting Covid-19, 
officials remind people also to remain 
vigilant in maintaining their health 
and preventing other non-commu-
nicable diseases like high blood pres-
sure, diabetes, cancer and strokes.

Ministry of Health spokeswoman Or 
Vandine said on January 5 that while 
everyone was rightly concerned over 
the pandemic, it was important not to 
lose sight of other common health 
problems occurring in daily life.  

“We have many health issues to 
address now, particularly non-com-
municable diseases. Compared to 
previous years, we observe cases of 
high blood pressure and diabetes 
arising most frequently,” she said.

The ministry, in conjunction with 
the World Health Organisation, has 
been planning procedures for improv-
ing the skills and capacities of medical 
staff in health centres. Staff in these 
local facilities could be better 

equipped to help people with health 
issues before referring them to a 
regional hospital or specialist, she said.

“I also want people to start thinking 
from a perspective of individual respon-
sibility. Oftentimes, people have gone 
to see a medic only after they have 
taken ill. We try to train our medical staff 
and improve healthcare infrastructure 
to encourage people to come for treat-
ment, but we sometimes forget to con-
sider who is in the best position to 
administer preventative healthcare.

“It is not the health facility or its 
medical staff but each individual 
who is her or his own frontline doc-
tor – because they most closely 
monitor and know best about their 
own health,” Vandine said. 

According to an Oxfam report 
released in early June 2020, non-com-
municable diseases were the leading 
cause of death in Cambodia, account-
ing for 64 per cent of the total mortality 
rate in 2018. It noted that treatment of 
these illnesses – and lost productivity 
on account of them – had placed a 
heavy burden on the national economy.

Vandine advised people to prac-
tice eating a healthy, balanced diet 
without too much salt, sugar and fat 
as well as exercising regularly.

“If each individual in a family could 
practice these things, then they will be 
healthy. Ultimately, every person is 
responsible for her or his own health. 
People should start to change their 
thinking and behaviour towards preven-
tion rather than treatment,” she said.

Kampong Cham provincial health 
department director Kim Sour 
Phirun told The Post on January 6 
that the department has pro-
grammes pertaining to various non-
communicable diseases, the most 
critical of which now address high 
blood pressure and diabetes. 

“Our department is always working 
to educate and issue guidance and 
reports concerning non-communicable 
diseases at hospitals and health centres 
in the province. We always pay careful 
attention to these issues,” he said.

Of major non-communicable dis-
eases diagnosed in Kampong Cham, 
there were 444 new cases of diabetes 

in 2019 and 448 more last year. High 
blood pressure was diagnosed in 
2,091 patients in 2019 with an addi-
tional 1,793 diagnoses last year.

Cancer diagnoses declined year-
on-year but still saw 110 new cases 
beyond the 139 in 2019. Five hun-
dred new cases of heart disease 

were recorded, adding to the 537 
found the year before.

Phirun added that public aware-
ness of non-communicable diseases 
was improving, and people were 
cooperating with health officials and 
taking care to reduce incidence of 
such conditions.
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Nov Sivutha

MInISTEr of Environment 
Say Sam Al urged the public to 
prevent land disputes and 
contribute to forest and wild-
life conservation in the Phnom 
Tnout-Phnom Pok Wildlife 
Sanctuary. 

Sam Al made the call dur-
ing a public forum that dis-
cussed land dispute cases in 
the sanctuary. The forum was 
held earlier this week at the 
Boeung Per Wildlife Sanctu-
ary office in rovieng district’s 
romny commune of Preah 
Vihear province. 

He asked the people to switch 
from hunting wild animals, 
which is a criminal offence, to 
raising livestock such as buffa-
loes, cows, goats and lambs. 

He said these animals can be 
raised easily within a shorter 
time on community land. 

“We want to see people earn 
higher income so they can have 
better livelihoods. When peo-
ple get richer, they will be more 
active in helping to protect and 
conserve [the Kingdom’s] natu-
ral resources,” he said.

A community representa-
tive who joined the forum 
requested a land swap be-
cause they had been relying 
on community land for their 
livelihoods. Some of these vil-
lagers lived close to the forest, 
where wild animals came and 
destroyed their crops.

Sam Al proposed a land swap 
so that the affected people will 
get a plot of land located with-
in the reach of public services, 
hospitals, schools and pago-
das for their convenience.  

He also instructed the rele-
vant officials to quickly deter-
mine the sanctuary’s bound-
aries and strengthen the 
education for adults and chil-
dren. He also encouraged the 
planting of agricultural tree 
species such as the acacia. 

Lor Chan, the  provincial 
coordinator for rights group 
Adhoc, acknowledged that 
in the past some people had 
encroached on land to claim 

ownership and hunted ani-
mals in the Phnom Tnout-
Phnom Pok Wildlife Sanctuary 
for their day-to-day living. 

“The sanctuary was managed 
by American conservationist 
Ben Davis. But some people 
also own land there,” he said.

However, Chan said if Sam 
Al solves the case and takes 
strict measures against new-
comers who encroach on the 
land, it would be welcome 
news. But if he takes action 
against people who have long 
lived on and owned the land, 
it would be unjust, he said. 

Chan supported the minis-
ter’s call for villagers to raise 
domestic animals instead of 
illegal poaching.  

Davis could not be reached 
for comment on January 6. 
But, on December 28 last year, 
he said people were trying to 
encroach on land for personal 
ownership. He said they were 
mostly people who migrated 
from other provinces. 

Davis observed that the en-
croachers are marking land 
boundaries using tree logs 
sprayed with paint to specify 
the borders. He is also con-
cerned with the number of 
land boundary poles in the 
Phnom Tnout-Phnom Pok 
Wildlife Sanctuary.

“Most people who have 
grabbed land in the sanctu-
ary looked for buyers to sell 
the occupied land to because 
they don’t plan to live there 
[permanently].  

“They cannot grow crops 
such as cashew on the land,” 
he said, adding that offenders 
had encroached on more than 
50ha in the protected area. 

He said this had impacted 
the forest and wildlife in the 
sanctuary. 

The Phnom Tnout-Phnom 
Pok Wildlife Sanctuary was 
established under sub-decree 
no 143 dated August 31, 2017.  

The sanctuary covers 
42,097ha across Preah Vihear 
province’s Sangkum Thmei and 
Kulen districts and Siem reap 
province’s Chi Kraeng district.

Gov’t calls on public 
to help with wildlife, 
forestry conservation

Holiday marks anniversary 
of nation’s liberation, rebirth
Long Kimmarita

O
n the occasion of 
the 42nd anniver-
sary of the libera-
tion of Cambodia 

from the Khmer rouge on 
January 7, 1979, Prime Min-
ister Hun Sen expressed com-
mitment to maintaining and 
safeguarding peace and pros-
perity for the nation. 

Festivities to celebrate the an-
niversary were cancelled on ac-
count of the Covid-19 pandemic.

In a letter commemorat-
ing the holiday, Hun Sen de-
scribed January 7 as a day 
of victory which united the 
Cambodian people and rep-
resents their resilience in sur-
viving and overcoming obsta-
cles in order to rebuild their 
country from scratch.

Since that victory, Cambodia 
has transformed itself, restor-
ing prosperity step by step. 

He said that despite formal 
gatherings not being held this 
year, the meaning and spirit of 
the holiday remained vivid in 
people’s minds as evidenced by 
their referring to the date as ev-
ery citizen’s “second birthday”. 

“I would like to reiterate the 
government’s commitment 
to two priorities. The first is to 
maintain peace and political 
stability which are the foun-
dations for order and devel-
opment in society.

“The other is to better main-
tain macroeconomic stability 
and the strict implementation 
of tasks that I introduce for 
the sake of peace, safety and 
the well-being of the people,” 
Hun Sen said.

These pillars enable Cam-
bodia to develop and prosper 
with independence and self-
reliance, he said.

Hun Sen recalled January 7, 
1979, saying Cambodia had 
been rescued and liberated 
from the Khmer rouge geno-
cidal regime led by Pol Pot who 
had plunged the country into 
the darkest years of history.

During three years, eight 

months and 20 days of terror, 
the cruel and brutal regime 
destroyed Cambodia’s society, 
murdering nearly two million 
innocent people, he said.

The US and russian embas-
sies in Cambodia joined the 
Kingdom in commemorating 
the event.

In a Facebook post, the US 
embassy said: “Today, we re-
member the millions of Cam-
bodians who lost their lives or 
otherwise suffered during the 
Khmer rouge genocide.

 “The United States remains 
firmly committed to support-
ing the Cambodian people and 
their aspirations for justice, 
democracy, independence and 
sustainable development – and 
to ensuring that such a tragedy 
never happens again.”

russian ambassador Anatoly 
Borovik said on twitter that this 
date marked the first step towards 
peace and stability in Cambo-
dia. “I am happy and proud 
that russia was among the 
first friends of this nation and 
helped to rebuild its economy.”

royal Academy of Cambo-
dia’s International relations 

Institute director Kin Phea 
said on January 6 that as Cam-
bodia walks the path towards 
a multi-party liberal democ-
racy, a pluralism of views on 
various issues had developed. 

Phea said it seemed as 
though the anniversary had 
sometimes been co-opted by 
those who attributed meanings 
to it based on political stances 
rather than historical truth.

But for him, January 7 repre-
sented a day of survival, rebirth 
of the nation, and the origin 
of peace and development in 
Cambodia after civil war had 
raged across the country. 

“We have seen economic 
growth and maintained 
macroeconomic stability. We 
have maintained a growth 
rate of seven per cent for two 
decades. Per capita income 
previously stood at just $100 
per annum, but it has now 
risen to nearly $2,000,” he 
said in a Facebook post.

regarding the government’s 
progress, Phea sees Cambodia 
integrating itself into regional 
and global multilateral frame-
works where the nation can 

play an active role in advancing 
equal rights and freedom in the 
context of international issues.

Political analyst Lao Mong 
Hay was dismissive of plati-
tudes about commitments to 
protect peace and the public 
as standard sound bites that 
are nothing new. 

For him, January 7, 1979, was 
the day marking the establish-
ment of the People’s republic 
of Kampuchea by foreign forces 
who had come to topple the 
Democratic Kampuchea regime.  

He noted that in response, the 
Un Security Council convened 
a meeting simply calling for the 
withdrawal of foreign troops 
from Democratic Kampuchea. 

“Is January 7 historically valu-
able for the Cambodian people? 
I think that December 25, 1978, 
was the day when Vietnam sent 
soldiers across the border to 
overthrow the Khmer rouge 
and occupy Cambodia.

“The international commu-
nity was concerned only about 
the Vietnamese invasion and 
not about the date and the 
government formed on Janu-
ary 7,” Mong Hay said.

A banner commemorates the 42th Anniversary of January 7 Victory Day on Thursday. Hean Rangsey

A nurse draws blood during a donation drive in Daun Penh district. Heng CHIVOan

Public urged to adopt healthier habits 



Voun Dara

PRIME Minister Hun Sen has 
appointed Minister of Educa-
tion, Youth and Sport Hang 
Chuon Naron (pictured) as the 
new chairman of an inter-min-
isterial committee for school 
health services.

In a cabinet meeting on 
April 5, 2019, the government 
finalised the draft law for the 
National Policy on School 
Health, intended to improve 
the quality of health-related 
education and ensure the 
good health and well-being of 
students and academic staff.

According to a directive 
signed by Hun Sen on De-
cember 4 last year and ob-
tained by The Post on January 
7, the committee comprises 
provincial governors and 23 
secretaries of the state and 
the capital.

The directive established 
an incremental strategy to 
implement cooperative 
activities between learn-
ing institutions and 
health service providers 
in order to promote health 
education, sanitation and 
disease prevention, 
as well as provide 
essential health-
care services 
and clean water 
in schools. 

Hun Sen said 
the policy will 
help the King-

dom achieve its educational 
goals by propagating aware-
ness of preventable illnesses, 
medical treatments and good 
habits as well as practical life 
skills including CPR and ethi-
cal considerations.

A well-rounded approach 
to education will meet the 
physical and spiritual needs 
of young people, facilitating 
their growth and balanced 
development into healthy, 
knowledgeable and respon-
sible adults.

The National Policy on 
School Health emphasises 
an operational philosophy 
which focuses on increasing 
graduation rates by ensuring 
the health and productive ca-
pacities of students.

More broadly, it also seeks to 
create inclusive study environ-

ments which provide 
diverse topics of 

training includ-
ing nutrition, 
p h y s i o l o g y, 
personal and 
family health 

habits and cul-
tural studies.

National 
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Long Kimmarita

THE Ministry of Public Works 
and Transport is working to 
expedite the drafting of the law 
on wastewater and sewage. 

The ministry is expecting 
that this draft law will help 
prevent the unauthorised 
drainage of wastewater and 
improve the sewage system in 
the country while further de-
veloping sewage infrastruc-
ture significantly.

On January 6, Kem Borey – un-
dersecretary of state and deputy 
head of the ministry’s working 
group – chaired a meeting to 
discuss the draft law.

Borey set the agenda for the 
meeting, saying they would 
discuss Article 30 of the draft 
law in order to revise and de-
fine the wording more clearly 
and comprehensively so as to 
avoid misinterpretation dur-
ing its implementation.

“We wanted to have a meet-
ing to review the draft law for 
some time but had not been 
able to do so due to Covid-19. 
But early this year our team is 
going to continue the examina-
tion of the draft law,” he said.

He also instructed the work-
ing group to revise the proce-
dures for the meeting to speed 
up the law’s preparation. 

Ministry secretary of state 

and spokesman Pal Chan-
dara told The Post on January 
7 that Cambodia needed to 
have this law in order to prop-
erly implement wastewater 
management because of the 
risks to public health that the 
lack of it may present. This, 
he said, was especially true 
at this time because the na-
tion is experiencing robust 
economic development and 
increasing activity in the con-
struction and infrastructure 
sectors. 

Chandara said the ministry 
hopes that there would be 
more involvement from rele-
vant institutions, lawyers and 
civil society to make sure that 
this law comes into force.

“At the current stage, we are 
working internally in the min-
istry’s working group and we 
will continue to have meet-
ings to get input from rel-
evant institutions. This draft 

law is going to provide clarity 
by imposing acceptable stan-
dards [for wastewater man-
agement] that are in line with 
what other developing coun-
tries have adopted [in order 
to create regulatory certainty 
for investors and developers]. 

“Our country has a general 
department to manage these 
issues but we don’t have any 
laws yet,” he said. 

Hem Odom, an environ-
mental expert, praised the es-
tablishment of this law which 
he thought was long overdue.

He said that currently the 
wastewater and sewage man-
agement systems that Cam-
bodia continues to use are 
left over from the French-Co-
lonial era with only minimal 
improvements. 

He worries that, when left un-
managed, wastewater or sew-
age systems can have a serious 
impact on the environment. 

For example, he said, if 
wastewater were to leak into 
[lakes or other water sources] 
it could harm people’s health.

“Like in Phnom Penh, we can 
see that every time we have 
flooding the water flows slowly 
which could indicate that it is 
contaminated with sewage. 

“The government should 
[finish their deliberations] on 
the draft law as soon as pos-
sible so that they can begin 
enforcing it as soon as pos-
sible,” he said.

Odom hopes that when this 
law comes into force, the au-
thorities will clearly allocate 
responsibilities for manage-
ment of these systems from 
top to bottom and define 
which ministry or depart-
ment is ultimately in charge 
of managing this problem in 
order to avoid bureaucratic 
conflicts and attempts at 
blame-shifting.

Ministry to 
review bill 
on sewage, 
wastewater

Thailand shuts border 
market amid outbreak 

Health initiative 
reaches schools

Mom Kunthear

T
HAI authorities decid-
ed to close the Rong 
Kluea Market located 
near the Cambodia-

Thailand border from Janu-
ary 10 until further notice as 
part of their efforts to contain 
a widespread outbreak of 
Covid-19 in Thailand.

Sa Kaeo provincial authori-
ties in Thailand sent notice 
to the Banteay Meanchey 
provincial governor that they 
were implementing increased 
restrictions on their side of the 
border and they further re-
quested that the Cambodian 
authorities follow suit. 

“Cancel all measures that al-
low Cambodian people to exit 
and enter the Rong Kluea Mar-
ket for the transportation of es-
sential goods from January 10, 
2021 onwards,” the notice said.

Cambodia’s Poipet town ad-
ministration also issued a no-
tice on January 6 mandating a 
complete halt to all Cambo-
dian transportation of goods 
and other activities within 
Rong Kluea Market. 

The notice said that Thai-
land was experiencing a 
second wave of widespread 
Covid-19 infections in many 
provinces - but especially 
provinces situated on the 
border - and because of this 
the Thai government would 

no longer allow any Cambo-
dians to engage in activities at 
the Rong Kluea Market from 
January 10 onward.

“Traders who are staying in 
Thailand at the Rong Kluea 
Market, please kindly cooper-
ate and follow the instructions 
of the Thai government to pre-
vent the spread of Covid-19 
further,” the notice said.

The Poipet town adminis-
tration has decided to halt the 
issuance or acceptance of ap-
plications to export or import 
by vendors at Rong Kluea 
Market until further notice. 

Banteay Meanchey provin-
cial deputy governor, Ly Sary, 
told The Post that the exports 
and imports were banned be-
cause of widespread Covid-19 
spread in Thailand and that 
the ban was intended to safe-
guard the health of the people 
of both nations. 

“The health and lives of the 
people are more important 
than the export and import of 
goods in these circumstances.  
The economy is vital, but sec-
ondary in importance to sav-
ing lives.  If everyone is dead 
there won’t be much demand 
for exports or imports any-
more,” he said.

Poipet town deputy gover-
nor Touch Mony told The Post 
that Rong Kluea Market be-
longed to Thailand. 

In the past, Thai authori-

ties had allowed Cambodia to 
send 50 trucks carrying goods 
along with 100 people to Rong 
Kluea Market.

“Previously, we had per-
mission for this allowance 
because the Covid-19 situa-
tion had subsided. But Covid-
19 has become widespread 
there so they have the right 
to close [the market] and they 
informed us of this in the cor-
rect manner,” he said.

Touch Mony said that every-
one who crossed the border 
was now required to quaran-
tine even if they claimed that 
they hadn’t gone anywhere or 
entered the market.  

Mony added that Thailand 
is suffering from a serious 
outbreak of the virus and if 
Cambodia doesn’t take pre-
ventive measures it will suffer 
the same fate.

“Traders are not as difficult 
to deal with as migrant workers 
who live from hand to mouth. 
But the workers can at least 
seek temporary work to do in 
[Cambodia] because there are 
still some job opportunities in 
our country,” he said.

On January 6, the leaders 
of Oddar Meanchey province 
met with the leaders of Thai-
land’s Surin province to dis-
cuss their ongoing work and 
to strengthen the bonds of 
friendship, solidarity and co-
operation on both sides of the 

O’Smach and Chhorng Chorn 
international gates. 

Dy Rado, deputy Banteay 
Meanchey governor, told The 
Post on January 7 that they had 
discussed cooperative efforts to 
prevent the cross-border spread 
of the Covid-19 as well as the fa-
cilitation of cross-border trade 
pursuant to the standard prac-
tices of both countries. 

The discussion, he said, also 
touched on joint efforts to 
prevent illegal border cross-
ing of Cambodians, especially 
those who cross into Thailand 
to log timber and engage in il-
legal smuggling. 

“We have strict orders from 
our government that migrants 

who return to Cambodia must 
be tested for Covid-19. So we 
requested assistance from 
the Thailand border authori-
ties to help prevent migrants 
from returning to Cambodia 
via illegal or unofficial routes. 
They must help us ensure that 
they only return through the 
official international border 
checkpoints so we can test and 
quarantine them,” he said. 

According to Rado, from 
December 20, 2020 to January 
7, 2021, more than 2,500 mi-
grant workers have returned 
to Cambodia through the 
border crossing checkpoints 
in Banteay Meanchey. 

Only 20-30 of those workers 

had been released from quar-
antine so far, Rado said.

On January 6, two Cambo-
dia migrant workers tested 
positive for Covid-19. 

One of them is a 26-year-old 
man from Tmha Koul district in 
Battambang who had returned 
from Thailand on January 2. 

Another worker who had 
tested positive for the virus 
was a 25-year-old man liv-
ing in Mongkol Borei district, 
Banteay Meanchey province. 
He had returned on January 4. 

As of January 7, Cambodia 
had 385 confirmed cases of 
Covid-19; 362 of them had re-
covered and 23 were still un-
dergoing treatment.

A Cambodian vendor at Rong Kluea Market in Sa Kaeo province, Thailand. Thai authorities said they were  
implementing increased restrictions on their side of the border and decided to close the market. HENG CHIVOAN

The Boeung Trabek canal  in Phnom Penh’s Chamkarmon district on Thursday. HONG MENEA
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rice from the Centre for alli-
ance of Labour and Human 
rights (CEnTraL) but does 
not receive any support from 
the government because the 
IDPoor card he obtained in 
2008 has expired. When he 
sought to renew it, he was 
told that he did not qualify 
because he already lived in a 
decent house – which the au-
thorities said constituted suf-
ficient accommodations. 

“The cards should be dis-
tributed to everyone so that 
people will not be jealous or 
discriminated against. yes, 
some people have houses, 
and maybe they have taken 
out loans to build them. But 
once someone has a house, 
he won’t be given [an IDPoor] 
card. I’ve also heard that peo-
ple who don’t have houses 
have been let to suffer in these 
conditions for a long time. 

“I was told that I already have 
a house, so why should I try to 
get the card? When someone 
doesn’t have a house, or their 
house is dilapidated, they are 
told, ‘why don’t you build a 
house?’” Chantha said.

Chheang Ouk is a 37-year-
old migrant worker from Chi 
Kraeng district’s Chi Kraeng 
commune in Siem reap prov-
ince. Ouk said she, her hus-
band and a brother had spent 

more than $1,000 to get pass-
ports and arrange work in 
Thailand early last year. after 
three months working at a tim-
ber processing factory, she and 
her family were laid off due to 
the outbreak of the virus.

after several months of go-
ing unpaid, she needed mon-
ey to be sent to her from Cam-
bodia by her mother. unable 
to continue living there, she 
returned home in august.

Currently, although her 
family has returned to their 
homeland, they don’t live to-
gether, working as they can 
in the fishing industry.

Ouk now transports boats, 
fish cages and other fishing 
tools in Stung Treng province. 
The work pays from 20,000 to 
30,000 riel per day, and on a 
good day, workers can earn 
up to 70,000 riel a day.

Ouk also receives financial 
assistance from her IDPoor 
card amounting to 220,000 
riel per month. 

Her 60-year-old mother, 
Meas Sok, said she would 
no longer allow Ouk to work 
abroad.  

“I told my daughter I would 
not allow her to return to 
Thailand because after they 
went there last time, the en-
tire investment was lost. I am 
satisfied to keep her in the 
country and make a living 
here – we live from hand to 

mouth,” the 60-year-old said.
The International Organi-

sation for Migration (IOM) 
and the un Population Fund 
(unFPa) Cambodia recently 
conducted a survey interview-
ing more than 1,000 migrant 
workers who had returned to 
Cambodia, and half of them 
said they had returned be-
cause of fears about Covid-19.

another 28 per cent said 
the reason for their return 
was unemployment. 

The survey found that mi-
grants who have returned earn 
an average of $164 each month. 
Only 21 per cent said they had 
regular employment and an-
other 13 per cent answered that 
they ran small businesses. 

More than 61 per cent said 
they would migrate again 
when the border reopens, and 
91 per cent of them preferred 
Thailand as their destination.  

Chantha, for one, said he 
planned to go back to Thai-
land when the Covid-19 situ-
ation subsides.  He is saving 
money to renew his passport 
since the old one expired. He 
said his former employer has 
often phoned him asking him 
to return to Thailand – even 
without a renewed passport. 
But he didn’t dare go while 
the virus is still spreading.

according to the IOM sur-
vey, although many have 
expressed concerns about 

income and work shortages, 
only about five per cent re-
ceive government subsidies 
through IDPoor cards.

CEnTraL executive direc-
tor Moeun Tola said migrant 
workers returning from 
abroad, especially Thailand, 
should be incorporated into 
the IDPoor system because 
many of them had borrowed 
money in order to go abroad 
for work. Given the circum-
stances of the Covid-19 cri-
sis, they have been impacted 
more severely than most, re-
turning to Cambodia without 
money and still in debt.

“as long as the state includes 
them into the poverty assis-
tance system for free health-
care checks and treatment, 
they will not worry so much 
about their livelihoods. When 

the state distributes a budget 
package or hands out cash, 
they should be prioritised.

“The state should also as-
sist in reducing their debts. 
For example, when jobs are 
created in local communi-
ties, such as in agriculture, 
their economic situations 
can stabilise, reducing the 
chances that they might need 
to migrate again,” he said.

Tola expressed support for 
Prime Minister Hun Sen’s 
recommendation that return-
ing migrants seek work in the 
agricultural sector. He noted 
that more could be done to 
help facilitate their transition.

Theng Panha Thon, director-
general of planning at the plan-
ning ministry, said that after the 
recent community outbreak of 
Covid-19 in Thailand, a meet-

ing conducted by Ministry of 
Economy and Finance secre-
tary of state Vongsey Vissoth 
discussed providing IDPoor 
cards to all returning migrants 
from Thailand, irrespective of 
their political affiliations. 

“If they have problems or if 
they are sliding back into pov-
erty, they can apply for IDPoor 
cards in their communes like 
other people. Commune au-
thorities will examine their 
status to determine whether 
or not they qualify. 

“If their hardships are real, 
they will be given the cards. 
We don’t automatically pro-
vide cards to all migrant 
workers [returning] from 
Thailand because some of 
them have returned to Cam-
bodia with significant as-
sets,” Panha Thon said.

IDPoor cards mulled 
for returning workers

Returning migrant workers on the border in Banteay Meanchey province. Banteay Meanchey adMinistration 



Long Kimmarita

T
HE Ministry of En-
vironment has de-
clared Siem Reap 
province’s Banteay 

Srei district a model worthy 
to be imitated by others due 
to its beauty, cleanliness and 
comfort. 

The district administration 
has worked to implement mea-
sures to remove rubbish and 
each village chief in the district 
is required to encourage their 
people to regularly collect any 
rubbish found in public places. 

The ministry recently of-
fered high praise for Banteay 
Srei residents and the valued 
service they are providing by 
using good environmental 
sanitation practices. 

They have made their vil-
lages and communities beau-
tiful, clean and comfortable 
to live in as well as more at-
tractive to tourists, according 
to the ministry. 

Within the district itself, 
Preah Dak village was regarded 
as perfect in terms of living con-
ditions, rubbish disposal and 
infrastructure maintenance.  

Banteay Srei district gover-
nor Khim Finan has ambitions 
to further develop the other 
villages in the district along 
the same lines as Preah Dak. 

In an interview with The 
Post, Finan says: “We want to 
develop sustainable long-term 
solutions that can be imple-
mented by the villagers on an 
ongoing basis without much 
outside assistance. The work 
has to be done at the village 
level by the people who live 
there in order to succeed.” 

To ensure the district’s vil-
lages are cleaned regularly, 
Finan required all village 
chiefs in Banteay Srei district 
to spend at least one day per 
month personally collecting 
rubbish in public places in 
order to lead by example.  

Residents are also expected 
to dispose of their own rub-
bish properly. 

“The current goal is to make 
sure that each community has 
the ability to manage their 
rubbish and take responsibil-
ity for it while the district ad-
ministration plays the role of 
a coordinator, controller and 
motivator. Cleaning up rub-
bish benefits the whole com-
munity,” Finan says. 

The Banteay Srei district 
administration announced 

that the 36 villages other than 
Preah Dak will compete with 
each other for the title of 
cleanest village. 

Preah Dak village will in-
stead have a competition 
between its own residents 
for the title of cleanest house. 
Both competitions will grant 
rewards to the winners to en-
courage the residents’ efforts. 

“Right now the villagers are 
all on board with the clean-
up plans and we want to keep 
these extra efforts going. Nor-
mally, however, all the villagers 
would be required to do is dis-
pose of their own rubbish prop-
erly each month,” Finan says.

He says Banteay Srei village 
and five other villages in Preah 
Dak commune will be fixed up 
and thoroughly cleaned early 
this year to the same high 
standards that Preah Dak vil-
lage has established. 

Finan worries that a more 
stubborn problem could 
prove to be changing people’s 
attitudes and habits related to 
how they deal with their own 
personal rubbish long term 
so that organised clean-up 
drives like this one won’t need 
to be repeated frequently. 

Khnar village chief In Seang 
tells The Post that the real goal 
for his village is to boost local 
economic development and 

that the Khnar residents were 
determined and hopeful that 
their village will win the com-
petition over the other villages. 

He says each village faces 
issues related to employment 
and job skills and the villages 
all lack the budgetary re-
sources required to fully en-
gage in development plans, 
though he agrees that having 
the active participation of the 
villagers in improving their 
community was important. 

“I try to set an example for 
the people here to follow. I’m 
trying to encourage them to 
use larger size sacks and bins 
to manage their household 
rubbish rather than leaving 
it loose in piles or using a 
lot of smaller bags. I also ask 
my villagers to volunteer in 
groups to go collect rubbish,” 
he said.

Seang says although his 
village isn’t quite as impres-
sive as Preah Dak yet, the 
clean-up efforts had made 
a difference so far and that 
the awareness campaign was 
helping too – he has noticed 
a reduction in the amount of 
new rubbish being dumped 
in public areas. 

There is also increased at-
tention to detail on the part 
of the villagers in the main-
tenance of village infrastruc-

ture like houses, gardens and 
flower beds, he notes.

Sun Hoeurn, a 33-year-old 
handicraft vendor who sells 
her wares near the roadside 
in Preah Dak village, tells The 
Post that everything in the vil-
lage is neat and orderly now. 

She says tourists who pass 
through the village are far 
more likely to stop and look 
at her and the other ven-
dors’ wares because the vil-

lage feels more welcoming to 
them, whereas in the past they 
wouldn’t want to linger long 
enough to do any shopping.  

“We are happy that the [dis-
trict leaders] have renovated 
our village. They cleaned 
the roads and even planted 
beautiful flower beds around 
our houses. When there is a 
festival, a lot of people visit 
the district. They come to eat 
noodles and they buy this or 

that from us,” she says.
Yort Trob, a 62-year-old vil-

lager whose house in Preah 
Dak village has been spiffed 
up by the addition of a flower 
garden, tells The Post that as 
a more senior resident of the 
village and a grandmother, 
she takes pride in the up-
keep of her home and that 
the community has increased 
their admiration and respect 
for such things.

She says the positive chang-
es to the village didn’t take 
place instantly but really came 
about as the result of a change 
in their attitudes, which took 
time. Good leadership was 
also important, she feels. 

Trob tries her utmost to be 
a model villager now that she 
is living in a model village and 
she hopes that other people 
across the country will fol-
low the example set by Preah 
Dak village and start chang-
ing their attitudes in order to 
build beautiful communities 
that they can take pride in.

“Nice clean houses give their 
owners a good reputation 
and [once the houses have 
all been fixed up] that in turn 
gives the villages, communes, 
and districts a good reputa-
tion as well. And then when 
international groups or tour-
ists come to visit there, they 
praise them and their reputa-
tion grows even greater. But 
it all starts with making your 
home a model one by [doing 
the small things like] sweep-
ing them clean and planting 
flowers,” Trob says.
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Siem Reap’s Banteay Srei pitched as model

 Banteay Srei district governor Khim Finan (right) at a handicraft shop in Preah Dak commune’s Preah Dak village on December 18. Hean Rangsey

A model house in  Preah Dak commune’s Preah Dak village. Hean Rangsey
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contracts into their farming con-
cept,” Vachira said.

He boasted that chilli cultivation 
would also outstrip last year’s levels. 
“This is an example of agricultural 
product diversification aimed at 
boosting more exports,” he said.

as of last year’s end, there were 
96 agricultural communities on a 
contract farming basis with compa-
nies or other buyers, according to 
Vachira.

Battambang provincial Depart-
ment of Commerce director Kim 
Hout said that while 2020 fresh 
chilli yields in the province did not 
increase much over 2019, exports 
across the border to Thailand were 
more than 32,000 tonnes.

Hout said these accounted for 
more than 45 per cent of the King-
dom’s total exports, pointing to 
numbers from the agriculture min-
istry as reference.

He noted that prices for the piquant 
fruit at the border had seen a red-hot 
spike this year. “If the price situation 
shapes up like this and agricultural 
product markets remain as stable as 
they are now, I reckon that exports in 
2021 will be even better.”

Meas Sophal, who owns chilli 
plantations in Kampong Thom, 
Siem reap and Kampong Chhnang 
provinces, said unfavourable weath-
er conditions were the main culprit 
behind the sharply-reduced yields 
suffered in 2020, which sent prices 
to their recent stratospheric levels.

Last year’s drop in output put an 
end to his ambition to buy the pun-
gent fruit from farmers to dry and 
export to China, he lamented.

“Climate change took a heavy toll 
on chilli cultivation in 2020. But as 
I see it, with the price hike now, the 
amount of land used to grow chilli 
will unquestionably increase in 
2021,” Sophal said.

according to Sophal, most chilli 
plants are planted between april 
and May, and are harvested two 
months later.

The Kingdom exported $4.04 bil-
lion worth of agricultural products 
last year, according to the agricul-
ture ministry.

These included milled rice, paddy, 
cassava, cashew nuts, mangoes, nat-
ural rubber, yellow bananas, Pailin 
longan, fresh chilli, peppercorn, ed-
ible bird’s nest, as well as fisheries, 
animal and forest products.

Chilli market 
gearing up 
for banner 
year in 2021

Trading informaTion on Cambodia SeCuriTieS exChange

Auction Trading Method (ATM)

no SToCk CloSing PriCe oPening PriCe high low

1 ABC 16,800 16,860 16,860 16,800

2 GTI 3,300 3,300 3,300 3,300

3 PAS 14,100 14,100 14,100 14,100

4 PEPC 2,750 2,900 2,900 2,750

5 PPAP 11,700 11,700 11,700 11,700

6 PPSP 1,180 1,190 1,190 1,140

7 PWSA 6,080 6,100 6,100 6,000

Date: JANUARY 6, 2021

Firms yearn for investment law in 2021
May Kunmakara

O
PTIMISM prevails in the pri-
vate sector that the Invest-
ment Law widely anticipat-
ed to launch later in the year 

will spell new momentum in the King-
dom’s industrial diversification in par-
allel with the region and beyond.

The current edition of the law com-
prises 11 chapter and 39 articles, with 
key stakeholders, the private sector 
and government institutions holding 
regular meetings to thrash out its de-
tails before an official launch.

according to the draft law which 
was obtained by The Post, one of the 
primary goals of the document is to 
increase Cambodia’s competitive-
ness in the spirit of diversifying its 
economic structure and resilience 
to regional and global crises.

It aims to modernise and increase 
the productivity of local industries 
and develop greater connectivity in 
the regional and global supply chain.

It also seeks to establish an invest-
ment incentive regime that is trans-
parent, predictable, non-discrimina-
tory and competitive, that supports 
socio-economic policies and that 
safeguards the rights and legitimate 
interests of investors in the Kingdom.

Sok Chenda Sophea, secretary-
general of the Council for the Devel-
opment of Cambodia (CDC) – the 
government’s investment body that 
is drafting the law, led a consultative 
meeting on january 6.

It was presided over by Ministry 
of Economy and Finance secretary 
of state Hean Sahip and attended 
by representatives of ministries and 
other government institutions.

according to the minutes of the 
meeting: “The draft of the new in-
vestment law is designed following 
the roadmap outlined in the 2015-
2025 Industrial Development Policy, 
which aims to ensure attractiveness 

and competitiveness in the law that 
is conducive to national socio-eco-
nomic development.”

In Channy, president and group 
managing director of aCLEDa Bank 
Plc, welcomed the new law, say-
ing that it is designed to reflect the 
current changes of the regional and 
global investment architecture.

He said: “We’ve held consultative 
meetings with the private sector con-
cerning the new investment law as 
we view it to be more attractive and 
responsive to the latest developments 
in the regional and global context.”

Cambodia Chamber of Commerce 
vice-president Lim Heng also ap-
plauded the law and voiced appreci-
ation to the government for engag-
ing the private sector as a partner for 
national economic development.

“The new Investment Law will help 
to diversify Cambodia’s industrial 

sectors to lure more investments and 
encourage more investment from 
technology businesses as the govern-
ment targets a digital economic trans-
formation for the years to come.”

Cambodia introduced the Investment 
Law in 1994 and amended it in 2003.

In 1995, just one year after the 
law’s enactment, the total amount 
of investment approved by the CDC 
totalled some $2.3 billion.

By 2008, cumulative approved 
investment value had surged to 
$10.89 billion, of which the tourism 
sector accounted for $8.77 billion, 
services $1.29 billion and agricul-
ture $106.73 million.

as of December 31, 2019, the cumu-
lative value of approved investments 
had ballooned to $85.88 billion.

In 2019 alone, the CDC approved 
$9.40 billion worth of investment 
projects, of which mainland Chi-

nese investors accounted for $2.75 
billion. Hong Kong ranked second 
at $912.55 million, while japan took 
third with $298.84 million.

Of the cumulative foreign direct 
investment (FDI) approved in 1994-
2019, the largest share was from main-
land China (21.81 per cent), which in 
the early years had been the source of 
extensive investment in the fields of 
infrastructure, resource development 
(such as natural rubber) and tourism.

South Korea took the second larg-
est share at 6.16 per cent and the uK 
placed third at 5.01 per cent.

Other major sources were Malay-
sia (3.59 per cent), japan (3.13 per 
cent), Hong Kong (3.05 per cent), 
Taiwan (1.77 per cent), Vietnam 
(2.31 per cent), Singapore (1.64 per 
cent) and Thailand (1.54 per cent) 
– whose investment comes mainly 
from the garment sector.

Ministry to auction seven sand-dredging licences
Thou Vireak

THE Ministry of Mines and Energy 
on january 5 announced a public 
auction to award licences to dredge 
sand at seven locations covering over 
2,000ha in Koh Kong and Preah Siha-
nouk provinces.

The three locations in Koh Kong 
cover 1,455ha – the 109ha and 882ha 
sites are in Botum Sakor district, while 
another 464ha plot is in Sre ambel 
district, the ministry said in a notice.

The four locations in Preah Siha-
nouk cover 668.2ha – the 318.70ha 
and 81.50ha sites are in Stung Hav 

district, while the 60ha and 228ha 
plots are in Prey nop district.

While companies can apply for 
rights to multiple locations, the min-
istry said affiliates or subsidiaries of 
winners in the tender cannot be 
awarded a separate licence.

It said: “Companies wishing to par-
take in the bidding process for the sites 
can appoint a legal representative or 
the company’s director to receive an 
application and proceed to register at 
the Department of Construction Sand 
and Gravel Mining under the [minis-
try’s General Department of Mineral 
resources] located in Phsar Thmey III 

commune, Daun Penh district, Phnom 
Penh, from the date of notification 
until january 19,” the ministry said.

Following thorough studies, minis-
try experts concluded that the 
national economy stands to benefit 
from the seven sites’ virgin pay dirt, 
according to the department’s depu-
ty director Chuon Sokchea.

Companies that receive bidding 
application documents are obliged to 
attend a meeting introducing the auc-
tion procedure on january 22 at 9:30am 
at the meeting hall of the ministry’s 
General Department of Petroleum.

yos Monirath, the director-general of 

the ministry’s General Department of 
Mineral resources, told The Post that 
the sand dredged in the areas was to 
be exclusively for domestic supply.

He said: “We’ll offer assistance on 
the bidding documents to the com-
panies that apply and we’ll issue them 
permit letters to study the areas’ 
potential for mineral resources. If they 
deem them [commercially viable], 
they can fill out the forms to bid. 

Cambodia collected about $21 mil-
lion in non-tax revenue from the 
mining sector in 2019, gaining five 
per cent over the $20 million posted 
in 2018, according to Monirath.

As of December 31, 2019, the cumulative value of approved investments stood at $85.88 billion. hoNG MENEA
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Cambodia-Malaysia double 
tax agreement now in effect
Thou Vireak

T
HE double tax avoid-
ance agreement (DTa) 
between Cambodia 
and Malaysia came 

into effect on january 1, usher-
ing in optimism and hope in 
the private sector that bilateral 
investment will garner steam.

royal Code nS/
rKM/1120/023, dated no-
vember 14, 2020, promulgat-
ed the “Law on the approval 
of the agreement between 
Government of Cambodia 
and the Government of Ma-
laysia on the Elimination of 
Double Tax avoidance”.

This is according to a janu-
ary 6 press release issued by 
the Ministry of Economy and 
Finance’s General Depart-
ment of Taxation (GDT).

The GDT noted that under 
article 29, the law could not 
have come into force until do-
mestic procedures in the two 
countries had been complet-
ed and an exchange of diplo-
matic notes had taken place.

The DTa was signed in Sep-
tember 2019 between min-
ister aun Pornmoniroth and 
Malaysian Minister of Foreign 
affairs Saifuddin abdullah.

Cambodia Chamber of 
Commerce director-general 
nguon Meng Tech told The 
Post on january 7 that the 
agreement was made to pre-
vent investors on both sides 
from paying income taxes on 
the same source of income 

and obliging them to pay 
where the profit was made.

He said: “If taxed on the Ma-
laysian side, we won’t have to 
levy a tax anymore. This will 
ease the burden of business-
people on both sides.”

Meng Tech believes the 
DTa will help boost trade 
between the two countries. 
“This agreement is good for 
both parties to do business 
and they’ll promote it to at-
tract people to invest in either 
country,” he said.

according to the Council for 
the Development of Cambo-

dia (CDC), Malaysia was the 
fifth largest foreign investor 
in Cambodia in 2014-2018, 
bringing in $481 million.

Most of the Kingdom’s ex-
ports to Malaysia are agricultur-
al products, while imports from 
Malaysia include electronic 
equipment and food products.

Hong Vanak, director of In-
ternational Economics at the 
royal academy of Cambodia, 
told The Post that the DTa 
would further reduce the bur-
den on consumers and sup-
pliers between the two coun-
tries to a whole new level.

He lauded the agreement as 
a new milestone between the 
two countries, saying that the 
mechanism will also increase 
the volume of bilateral trade 
and the inflow of foreign in-
vestment into Cambodia.

“This is an incentive for in-
vestors as well as suppliers to 
prevent the tax burden from 
falling to consumers. With its 
entry into force, [the DTa] will 
help lower the selling price of 
goods in each country and 
will also increase the compet-
itiveness of their products,” 
Vanak said.

uK finance sector unsure of post-Brexit future

Flag carrier Korean air 
moves closer towards 
acquisition of asiana

WHILE Britain’s post-Brexit trade 
deal with the Eu has at last been 
reached, the future of the country’s 
key financial services industry is 
uncertain ahead of bilateral talks.

London and Brussels finally 
clinched a deal over Christmas ahead 
of Britain’s formal divorce from the 
Eu on December 31.

Britain then departed from the Eu 
single market and customs union with 
effect from january 1. yet crucially, the 
agreement – four and a half years after 
Britain narrowly voted to leave – did 
not encompass the finance sector.

“This [trade] deal is a starting point. 
We’ve got months of this to come,” 
Simon Gleeson of law firm Clifford 
Chance said in reference to financial 
services.

The 1,200-page post-Brexit agree-
ment gives scant detail about the indus-
try, which is worth about £150 billion 
($204 billion) per year or seven per cent 
of the uK’s annual economic output.

Finance dwarfs Britain’s politically-
significant fishing industry, which 
accounts for less than 0.1 per cent of gross 
domestic product (GDP) and yet was a 
key factor in delaying the trade deal.

Britain and the Eu are now aiming 
to seal a memorandum of under-
standing about financial services by 
March, establishing a roadmap for 
cooperation, though officials have 
downplayed its impact.

Bank of England governor andrew 
Bailey remains optimistic of negotiating 
a so-called “equivalence” regime that 
make rules compatible to keep trade in 
certain services flowing smoothly.

Bailey told a virtual parliamentary 
hearing on january 6: “We’ve been work-

ing on these issues for a long time.
“We have strong relationships with 

our partners in the Eu . . . and our 
joint objective is to keep it that way 
because it benefits both of us.”

From january 1, the uK financial 
sector lost single market access and 
its European “passport”, a device 
allowing uK financial products and 
services to be sold in the Eu.

The ability of the financial sector to 
do business in the bloc now hinges 
on obtaining equivalence across 59 

specific areas.
London has already granted equiv-

alence to Eu-based financial firms in 
a number of those areas.

However, Brussels has so far only 
granted uK-based financial firms 
equivalence in just two areas, includ-
ing derivatives clearing.

japan was granted more than two 
under its Eu trade agreement – 
despite the fact that Britain was 
instrumental in the creation of the 
Eu’s financial legislation.

yet Brussels remains fearful of 
divergence that could allow uK com-
panies to undercut and threaten the 
Eu’s own financial services sector.

Gleeson said: “What Brussels would 
like is a formal commitment from the 
uK to regulate in line with the Eu 
regulation.

“I think we’ll see London-based 
firms backing down from doing busi-
ness with Europe.

“The mere hope that there might be 
a deal in four months is not enough.”

The European Commission does 
not appear to be in a hurry because 
it is currently examining equivalence 
requests for just 28 specific areas.

British Prime Minister Boris john-
son appears eager to agree an accept-
able alignment deal – but does not 
want identical Eu regulatory rules for 
political reasons.

British financial companies have 
meanwhile been preparing the 
ground for a sharp slump in transac-
tions with the Eu.

up to 7,000 jobs have so far been 
relocated from London to major rival 
hubs like amsterdam, Dublin, Frank-
furt and Paris, according to Bailey.

That is however far less than media 
speculation of up to 50,000 financial 
job losses.

nevertheless, although markets have 
traded smoothly since the start of 2021, 
there has been a definite switch from 
uK to European equity platforms.

Many British finance firms have 
meanwhile started to cease certain 
activities with some European clients, 
in a trend which looks set to continue.

Mark Simpson, a partner at law 
firm Baker McKenzie, noted: “Even if 
equivalence is put in place, in future 
the market is going to want to be less 
reliant on London bases of operation, 
since equivalence can be revoked.

“But London will likely continue to 
be the dominant player for European 
business in areas like derivatives 
trading and clearing, and foreign 
exchange, for some time.”

London could meanwhile seek to 
do far more business with non-Euro-
pean financial hubs like Hong Kong, 
new york or Singapore. AFP

SHarEHOLDErS of Korean 
air Lines Co agreed to change 
its corporate mandate to clear 
a hurdle for its takeover of asi-
ana airlines, the airline said on 
january 6.

In a meeting at its headquar-
ters in Seoul, nearly 70 per 
cent of stockholders who were 
present voted to pass an 
amendment of an article, dras-
tically lifting the cap on total 
outstanding stocks from 250 
million to 700 million.

With the amendment, the 
company can push ahead with 
its plan to issue 173.6 million 
new shares to raise capital and 
realign stockholding status nec-
essary to bring the long-time 
rival asiana under its roof.

The company has 174.2 mil-
lion shares outstanding as of 
january 6. The planned new 
issue, scheduled for March, will 
bring that number to 350 million.

The mega deal, which would 
create the largest airline in the 
world, was thought to have 
faced a setback on january 5 
when the national Pension 
Service, the second-largest 
shareholder with an 8.11 per 
cent stake, openly opposed to 
the article change and the acqui-
sition itself, citing a possible 
damage to shareholder rights.

With hurdles cleared, Korean 
air will proceed to raise 2.5 tril-
lion won ($2.3 billion) via the 
rights issue in March and secure 
a controlling stake of over 60 per 
cent in asiana once it clears the 
authorities’ merger review, 

hopefully by mid-March.
In a statement, the company 

said it strives to maximise the 
synergy between the two airlines.

The airline also said a transi-
tion team consisting of experts 
from the fields of planning, 
finance, cargo and passenger 
transport is tasked to overlook 
the process. It is scheduled to 
seek a review by anti-trust 
authorities in other countries 
the airline operates in by mid-
january, including the uS, the 
Eu and japan.

During a briefing last month, 
President of Korean air Woo 
Kee-hong vowed to keep most 
staff at both airlines on payroll 
after the takeover as he said 
Korean air has “no plans to 
reduce supply”.

Some 28,000 staff members 
work at South Korea’s two 
national flag carriers, with 90 
to 95 per cent directly 
employed, according to the 
airline’s president.

In a recent interview with 
The Korea Herald, deputy min-
ister for civil aviation Kim 
Sang-do said the acquisition is 
inevitable at a time when air-
lines around world are filing 
bankruptcy and announcing 
large-scale job cuts.

He said: “With employment 
at the centre of our govern-
ment’s agenda, we are offering 
support through whatever 
measures possible to avoid 
layoffs [in the aviation indus-
try].” THE KOREA HERALD/ASIA NEWS 

NETWORK

Malaysia was the fifth largest foreign investor in Cambodia in 2014-2018, bringing in $481 million. HENG CHIVOAN

Up to 7,000 jobs have so far been relocated from London to major rival hubs like Amsterdam, Dublin, Frankfurt and Paris. media 
speculates up to 50,000 financial job losses. AFP
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A
T the Sihanoukville 
port, Cambodia’s ma-
jor entry point for 
overseas sea freights, 

cranes have sprung into action, 
clocking an average 28 moves 
per hour from 25 in 2019.

Mostly dormant in 2020, 
port activities improved just a 
month before the year closed, 
nudging gross throughput up 
a marginal 0.83 per cent from 
a year ago.

But total revenue for the un-
audited financial year ended 
December 31, 2020 slipped 
17.3 per cent to $73.2 million 
from $88.4 million in 2019.

The top line was also $13 
million short of the 2020 rev-
enue target of $86.6 million. 

Nevertheless, the overall per-
formance is viewed positively 
by the public-listed entity go-
ing by its French name Port 
Autonome de Sihanoukville 
(PAS), which saw a sudden 
spurt in activity in December 
after the dismal months.

“This is a good sign. We ex-
pect an uplift in 2021 with gross 
throughput rising four per 
cent,” its chairman and CEO 
Lou Chhun Kim told The Post.

To be sure, this feel-good 
sentiment is not unique to 
Sihanoukville port alone. 
It has become appar-
ent in some economic 
sectors in Cambodia, 
which echoes a simi-
lar upturn in Asia.

Analysts put this 
down to the effective 
containment of the vi-
rus by the governments 
compared to 

the rest of the world.
That said, the path could be 

bumpy in the first quarter of 
2021 for Asia because of de-
veloped market “growth wob-
bles”, and until vaccines are 
widely distributed, Nomura 
Group research said in a note 
last month.

“But these rolling virus 
waves are unlikely to derail 
Asia’s growth cycle,” it stated.

Similarly, Moody’s Analyt-
ics chief economist for Asia 
Pacific Steven Cochrane felt 
that a big portion of the region 
would have regained all of its 
lost output by the end of 2021.

Although, he noted, India 
and Philippines would strug-
gle to reach the benchmark 
by the end of next year.

Travel and tourism would 
weigh on the region through 
much of 2021, which Co-
chrane found is not likely to 
accelerate to any significant 
extent until a good proportion 
of the global population is 
vaccinated against Covid-19.

But the main message here 
is that the APAC region would 
lead recovery from the coro-
navirus recession.

“The region’s recovery ben-
efits from the turnaround in 
global trade in goods,” he said 
in his report titled The APAC 
economy: Looking forward to 
2021 published on December 
18, 2020.

Furthermore, Asia’s recov-
ery will be led by China, Co-

chrane asserted, adding that 
the world’s second largest 
economy has been led by 

exports which have been 
above pre-Covid 19 levels 
since middle of 2020.

This detail augurs well 
for Cambodia which 
on its own has a stable 
trade relationship with 
China. 

Inflation largely 
contained

Back home, gross do-
mestic product (GDP) 

growth prediction 
for 2021 buoys 
between four 
per cent and six 
per cent amid 
an austere neg-
ative economic 
contraction in 
2020.

Both Na-
tional Bank 
of Cambo-
dia (NBC) 

and the World Bank have a 
conservative forecast at four 
per cent this year, depending 
on the efficacy of the vaccine.

Slightly upbeat, securities and 
investment broker Maybank 
Kim Eng Holdings Ltd projects 
a 5.9 per cent growth in Cambo-
dia this year and 6.2 per cent in 
2022, as exports and manufac-
turing gradually recover. 

It sees inflation staying large-
ly contained in 2021, although 
it could rise to 3.2 per cent 
from 2.8 per cent in 2020, as 
domestic economy recovers.

However, the NBC might fo-
cus on stabilising the curren-
cy as its monetary tools con-
tinue being constrained by a 
highly dollarised economy.

For many, the roll on to 2021 
from a tragic 2020 has been 
greeted with relief, particular-
ly after the annihilation of the 
tourism and hospitality seg-
ment, much of garment man-
ufacturing and livelihoods.

In the first 10 months of 
2020, the garment sector 
posted a 10 per cent drop in 
exports, said Ken Loo, sec-
retary-general of Garment 
Manufacturers Association 
of Cambodia, as Western de-
mand flowed to a trickle over 
closure of retail outlets.

This outcome seemingly 

caused the closure of 43 fac-
tories, leaving 14,578 work-
ers jobless. To date, some $20 
million has been doled out 
by the government to around 
330,000 factory employees.

While the number of coro-
navirus cases is among the 
lowest in the region with no 
fatalities thus far, Cambodia’s 
fiscal support, an allocation 
of $800 million to $2 billion, is 
admittedly the largest among 
Laos and Myanmar at 4.3 per 
cent of GDP.

The government’s fiscal stim-
ulus includes $1.16 billion for 
small and medium enterprise 
(SME) credit line, credit guar-
antee scheme, poor and vul-
nerable families, cash for work, 
garment workers, tax incen-
tives and vaccine purchase.

This fiscal support was de-
ployed starting April, alongside 
NBC’s monetary measures to 
stimulate the economy.

‘Buy stocks at low price’
No industries were spared 

by the pandemic in most 
parts of the year.

Even at Cambodia Securities 
Exchange (CSX), a majority of 
the Main Board counters took 
a beating, dragging the index 
down by 16 per cent in 2020 to 
close at 647.98 points. It largely 

mimicked the battered closing 
by most regional indices.

Interestingly, this happened 
despite the largest initial 
public offering (IPO) listing 
by Acleda Bank Plc last May, 
which drove up market capi-
talisation by 250 per cent to a 
whopping $2.5 billion.

One of the reasons for the 
lower index closing might 
also be because of a long cor-
rection period in 2020, CSX 
chief operations officer Ha 
Jong Weon mused.

“[One must understand 
that] the index rose 41 per 
cent in 2018 and 55 per cent in 
2019. This makes 2021 a good 
investment year,” he said.

In doing so, Yuanta Securi-
ties (Cambodia) Plc managing 
director Han Kyung Tae sug-
gested that it was time that in-
vestors and listed companies 
adopt a longer-term approach 
to the local capital markets 
based on qualitative aspects, 
rather than be caught up by 
quantitative viewpoints.

“Because in the long run, it 
will be a costly mistake if one 
continues to shun investment 
opportunities in good com-
panies at such low prices.

“We have learned the lesson 
more than enough from the 
past,” said Han, whose firm 

 

 
1. Also, much obliged if you can share the data on year-on-year index performance vis a vis 

regional index, trading activity and market cap. 

Name of Stock Exchange  Index name  2020 2019 Change  
CSX  CSX Index         647.98          761.73  -15%
SET  SET Index            1,449             1,596  -9%
Bursa  FBM KLCI            1,627             1,589  2%
HKEX  Hang Seng Index         27,231          28,484  -4%
SSE  SSE Composite Index            3,473             3,005  16%

SZSE  
SZSE Component 
Index 

        14,471          10,234  41%

IDX  COMPOSITE            5,979             6,300  -5%
KRX  KOSPI            2,873             2,204  30%
JPX  TOPIX            1,805             1,721  5%
SGX  STI            2,869             3,239  -11%
HNX  HNXIndex             203.1             102.5  98%
PSE  PSEI             7,140             7,840  -9%

 

No  Item  2020 2019 Change  
1 Market capitali ) 2,456,936,479 701,451,799 250% 
2 Avg. Trading Value (USD) 118,465 157,045 -25% 
3 Avg. Trading Volume (Shares) 47,272 65,358 -28%
4 No. of trading account (as of)  26,892 22,626 19% 

 

acted as the lead manager for 
the Acleda IPO.

Over 2020, developer 
Phnom Penh SEZ Plc saw 
share price plunge by more 
than half to close at 1,180 riel 
on December 31 compared to 
the start of the year.

This was followed by gar-
ment manufacturer Grand 
Twin International (Cambo-
dia) Plc and state-owned PAS, 
both having shed 27 per cent of 
their share price, while Pestech 
(Cambodia) Plc lost 22 per cent 
and Phnom Penh Autonomous 
Port dipped six per cent.

Acleda, on the other hand, 
gained 3.6 per cent from its 
IPO price to close at 17,100 riel 
on the last trading day in 2020.

Overall, Ha said the current 
situation presents itself for 
smart investors to buy stocks at 
a low price and wait to sell at a 
higher price in the near future.

Like the expected growth in 
the region, equity markets in 
Asian emerging economies 
are forecast to benefit from 
the positive development.

Seeing that these markets 
provide higher rate of return 
on investment compared to 
the developed markets, equi-
ty markets this side could still 
attract more investors. 

Although, Ha said, some 
investors might change their 
investment targets to only in-
vest in more secure products 
or valued stocks with growth 
expectation.

“A lot of businesses in Asian 
countries have upgraded 
themselves to be stronger 
with advanced technology 
that will help boost growth 
in 2021,” Ha added.

Diversified Chinese investments
This loosely ties in with 

Cambodia’s plan to raise the 

technical skills of workers as 
stipulated in its five-year In-
dustrial Development Policy 
and provide incentives to en-
courage SMEs to improve to 
join the global value chain.

In their research note Rough 
landing, divergent recovery on 
Cambodia, Laos and Myan-
mar, Maybank Kim Eng ana-
lysts Linda Liu and Chua Hak 

Bin talked about how the pan-
demic reinforces the need for 
a more diversified manufac-
turing supply chain.

They noted that these three 
countries stand to benefit 
from manufacturing foreign 
direct investments (FDIs) due 
to manufacturing relocation, 
especially in labour intensive 
industries.

Although they acknowledge 
that FDI inflows have slowed 
to below 5.8 per cent in the first 
half of 2020 from 14.2 per cent 
in 2019 based on NBC’s balance 
of payments, recovery signs are 
there with investment approv-
als posting “robust gains”.

For example, Cambodia’s 
approved investments for the 
industry sector expanded by 

a strong 56.4 per cent in the 
first half of 2020 compared to 
23.2 per cent a year ago.

While investments slowed in 
2019 following the online gam-
bling ban, FDIs in 2020 had 
shifted to non-garment manu-
facturing sector from tourism 
projects, the World Bank men-
tioned last December.

This is so as in the case of 
$1.4 billion approved invest-
ments in real estate from 
January to July last year, rep-
resenting a 25.8 per cent year-
on-year increase from 2019.

But with strong indication 
that China is set to grow further, 
Cambodia is definitely poised 
to gain. As it is, Chinese FDIs 
continue to make the largest 
investment portion. Last year, 
it stood at 56.3 per cent in the 
first seven months of 2020, up 
from 43.7 per cent in the corre-
sponding period in 2019.

The World Bank showed that 
Chinese FDI in non-garment 
manufacturing rose 60.4 per 
cent to $878 million between 
January and July 2020, from 
$95 million a year ago.

In that period, agriculture 
investments by Chinese in-

vestors grew to $100 million 
year-on-year from $34 million 
while tourism investments 
dropped to $26 million from 
$500 million vis-à-vis 2019.

“[This] likely indicated 
more realistic investment 
sentiment,” it said.

Moving forward, both coun-
tries’ trade relationship is likely 
to become stronger. For now, 
bilateral trade has grown 27.3 
per cent to $9.4 billion in 2019 
versus $7.4 billion in 2018. 

Experts are already forecast-
ing positive outcomes from the 
China-Cambodia Free Trade 
Agreement, which is expected 
to take effect early this year, 
and the Regional Comprehen-
sive Economic Partnership. 
With the FTA, the World Bank 
said exports to China could 
grow by 23 per cent.

Hope is key word
In the meantime, Maybank 

Kim Eng’s Liu and Chua ex-
pect textile and garment ex-
porters to remain under “im-
mense pressure” due to EU’s 
partial withdrawal of its trade 
preferences last August.

However, bright spots in bi-
cycles and electrical parts ex-
ports will help provide some 
interim support.

“Growth for the first half of 
2021 will likely be weighed 
down by the lack of a meaning-
ful tourism recovery, but may 
strengthen in the second half as 
vaccines become more widely 
available,” Liu and Chua said.

Still, limited financial re-
sources, vaccine distribution 
and implementation might 
not reach Cambodia, Myan-
mar and Laos till late this year 
or early 2022.

“This could dampen recov-
ery pace but seeing that these 
nations are among low-and 
middle-income countries, 
they are eligible to tap into the 
Covid-19 vaccine global access 
facility, which aims to cover up 
to 20 per cent of participating 
country’s population by end 
of 2021,” they said.

And through all of that, 
downside risks including a 
second wave of the outbreak, 
and a deeper and prolonged 
decline in tourist arriv-
als, are likely to persist, the 
World Bank said.

But hope is the key word 
here. While reflationary mea-
sures such as continued debt 
restructuring and tax relief 
till June this year are likely 
to prompt growth and keep 
businesses afloat, one can 
only hope that as Asia rises, 
so too will Cambodia.
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Can Cambodia rise on the wings of Asian 
economic recovery in 2021?

After a tough year, the Kingdom 
might be able to taste growth on the 
back of Asia’s expected leadership 
in global economic recovery

Garment workers have been largely affected by the slowdown in exports and closure of factories in 2020. heng chivoAn

Source: Cambodia Securities Exchange data

Lower index closing probably due to a long 
correction period in 2020, said CSX chief 
operations officer Ha Jong Weon. heng 
chivoAn

Source: CEIC data, NBC (Maybank Kim Eng research report)

Source: Cambodia Securities Exchange



Paulaner – Germany’s 
original and no1 
weissbier – is gaining 
increasing popularity 

in Cambodia as it offers the 
Kingdom’s beer lovers an 
alternative to the ubiquitous 
lager in the market.

With Christmas having seen 
the world-famous German beer 
now available in the country for 
one year, the anniversary has 
been marked with strong sales 
and optimism for 2021. 

“Paulaner is only original 
imported German beer available 
in Cambodia, and the official 
beer of Bayern Munich FC,  
and we saw very quick growth 
in the Kingdom. We have 
continued to see strong sales 
despite the impacts of Covid-
19 and the measures taken to 
combat its spread. 

“So we are super confident 
of hitting our target for 
this year, which is to sell 
1,000 hectolitres,” said Dirk 
Zylla, director of DKJ Co 
ltd, the official distributor 
of Paulaner in Cambodia, 
working with import partner 
CYCS Co ltd.

With Cambodians 
consuming 6.1 million 
hectolitres of beer a year, 
which is 610 million litres – 
an average of 38.6 litres per 
year per person – this would 
represent a 0.1 per cent 
market share.

“We are happy to be a 
niche quality brand. You have 
your mass local lagers and 
the many craft beers available 
now, but we are priced 
between the two and offer a 
very different and authentic 
German experience,”  
said Zylla.

The German has worked 
closely with Paulaner in 
Germany for many years in 
traditional beer gardens. 

He once managed the bar 
where the Mainz football 
players and coaching staff 
would meet, and still remains 
friends with the now liverpool 
manager Jurgen Klopp.

Steeped in the German beer 
tradition, Zylla saw a lack a 
quality imported beers in the 
Kingdom after relocating to 
Cambodia around a decade ago, 
and began working to establish 
Paulaner in the Kingdom.

“as well as Paulaner 
weissbier, which is now 
by far our most popular 

product, we also sell the 
Paulaner Hefe Weizen 
Dunkel dark beer, which 
is the next best seller, and 
the Paulaner Muncher Hell 
lager. So we cater to a range 
of beer drinkers,” he said.

Paulaner was established 
in 1634 in Munich, and the 
Bavarian brewery is one of 
the six that produces for the 
famous Oktoberfest, the city’s 
beer festival that dates back 
to 1810.

It is brewed using authentic 
ingredients and strictly adheres 
to the German purity laws 
– Reinheitsgebot – of 1516 
that state only water, barley 
and hops can be used in the 
production of beer.

A different experience
Being a wheat beer – which 

have continuously been made 
in Bavaria dating back to the 
year 1040 – means the Paulaner 
weissbier offers a very different 
experience, something the 
brewery is proud of.

“at the first mouthful this 
weissbier classic has a mild 
aroma of banana. Finer palates 
detect a trace of mango and 
pineapple, and the balance 
between sweet and bitter. 

“Beer connoisseurs 
appreciate the fine note of 

yeast and the mild but sparkling 
mix of aromas. It is a typical 
beer-garden beer, which brings 
people together all over the 
world,” it says.

and Zylla says it is these 
flavour combinations that are 
making Paulaner such a hit in 
the Kingdom.

“We have seen impressive 
take-up, somewhat surprisingly 
among Cambodian women. It is 
not just a hit with Westerners, 
Cambodians also love it. With 
it being slightly sweeter and 
less sour, it suits the Cambodian 
palette. 

“Sixty per cent of our sales 
are currently to bars and 
restaurants – with Paulaner is 
available at some of Phnom 
Penh’s most fashionable 
destinations, including rukkha 
on riverside, Samba Brazilian 
restaurants and Drum Bar in 
Tuol Kork. 

“The other 40 per cent of 
sales is made up equally  
between home deliveries and  
the hotel sector. 

“Famous international hotel 
chains in Cambodia, such as 
Sofitel and raffles, choose 
Paulaner because of its quality 
and because it also a world 
famous international brand, one 
consumed in over 70 countries 
around the world,” said Zylla.

The Mainz native said 
Paulaner will soon be able to be 
enjoyed outside the capital.

“We are expanding outside 
Phnom Penh, into Siem reap, 
Kampot and the islands. The goal 
for this year is to make Paulaner 
the key brand for upmarket bars, 
and international hotel brands 
and boutique hotels. 

“We will continue to steadily 
grow the brand, as we know that 
the quality of the product speaks 
for itself. 

“One day I would love to 
bring the full Bavarian drinking 
experience to Cambodia by 
opening an authentic Paulaner 
wirstshaus [German tavern]. That 
would be so cool!” said Zylla. 

Paulaner bringing true German 
weissbier experience to Kingdom 

The brewery was established in 1634 in Munich. 

DKJ Co Ltd director Dirk Zylla. 

 www.phnompenhpost.com/post-focus
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Paulaner is the official beer of successful German football club Bayern Munich. 
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world
World leaders slam uS Capitol raid
W

orld leaders 
and govern-
ments on janu-
ary 6 expressed 

shock and outrage at the 
storming of the uS Capitol in 
Washington by supporters of 
President donald Trump.

Britain
British Prime Minister Bo-

ris johnson on Twitter con-
demned the “disgraceful 
scenes in u.S. Congress. The 
united States stands for de-
mocracy around the world 
and it is now vital that there 
should be a peaceful and or-
derly transfer of power”.

British foreign secretary 
dominic raab added in his 
own tweet: “The uS rightly 
takes great pride in its de-
mocracy, and there can be 
no justification for these vio-
lent attempts to frustrate the 
lawful and proper transition 
of power.”

EU
The Eu’s foreign policy 

chief condemned an “assault 
on uS democracy”.

josep Borrell tweeted: “In 
the eyes of the world, ameri-
can democracy tonight ap-
pears under siege.”

Calling the action an “as-
sault on uS democracy, its 
institutions and the rule of 
law”, he added: “This is not 

america. The election results 
of 3 november must be fully 
respected.”

France
French leader Emmanuel 

Macron said “we will not give 
in to the violence of a few who 
want to question” democracy.

In a video posted on his of-
ficial Twitter account, he add-
ed: “What happened today in 
Washington is not american”.

French foreign minister 
jean-yves le drian also con-
demned “a serious attack on 
democracy”.

Germany
German foreign minister 

Heiko Maas called on Trump 
supporters to “stop trampling 
on democracy”.

He tweeted: “Trump and his 
supporters should finally ac-
cept the decision of american 
voters and stop trampling on 
democracy.

“The enemies of democ-
racy will be pleased to see 
these incredible images from 
Washington dC . . . Inflamma-
tory words turn into violent 
actions.”

German finance minister 
olaf Scholz, who is also the 
vice-chancellor, likewise con-
demned the “disturbing im-
ages” from Washington.
Canada

Prime Minister justin Trudeau 

tweeted that the scenes at the 
uS Capitol were an “attack on 
democracy”.

He said: “Canadians are 
deeply disturbed and sad-
dened by the attack on democ-
racy in the united States, our 
closest ally and neighbour.”

Australia
australian Prime Minister 

Scott Morrison condemned 
the “very distressing scenes” in 

the uS.
He tweeted: “We condemn 

these acts of violence and look 
forward to a peaceful transfer 
of Government to the newly 
elected administration in the 
great american democratic tra-
dition.”

New Zealand
jacinda ardern tweeted: “de-

mocracy – the right of people to 
exercise a vote, have their voice 

heard and then have that deci-
sion upheld peacefully should 
never be undone by a mob.”

The prime minister added 
that her country’s thoughts 
were with everyone “devastat-
ed” by today’s events, adding: 
“What is happening is wrong.”

NATO
naTo chief jens Stoltenberg 

tweeted: “Shocking scenes in 
Washington, dC . . . The out-

come of this democratic elec-
tion must be respected.”

The Netherlands
dutch Prime Minister Mark 

rutte said on Twitter: “Hor-
rible images from Washington 
d.C. dear @realdonaldTrump, 
recognise @joeBiden as the 
next president today.”

The plain-speaking rutte 
once during a visit to the White 
House in 2018 interrupted 
Trump with a loud “no” when 
Trump made an assertion 
about Eu-uS trade.

Ireland
Irish Taoiseach (prime minis-

ter) Micheal Martin, who has in-
vited the Irish-american Biden 
to visit his ancestral homeland 
early in his presidency, tweeted 
his condemnation.

He said: “The Irish people 
have a deep connection with 
the united States of america, 
built up over many generations. 
I know that many, like me, will 
be watching the scenes unfold-
ing in Washington dC with 
great concern and dismay.”

India
Indian Prime Minister nar-

endra Modi, a Trump ally who 
has heaped praise on the out-
going uS president in the past, 
said he was “distressed to see 
news about rioting and vio-
lence” in Washington. AFP

japan declares Covid-19 state of 
emergency in greater Tokyo area

S Korean delegation 
departs for Tehran 
over seized oil tanker

jaPan’S government declared 
a month-long coronavirus state 
of emergency in the greater 
Tokyo area on january 7 as the 
capital reported another record 
surge in daily infections.

Prime Minister yoshihide 
Suga described a “great sense of 
crisis” as he announced the 
measure, which begins on janu-
ary 8 and is less strict than the 
harsh lockdowns seen else-
where or even the country’s first 
virus emergency last spring.

It primarily targets restaurants 
and bars, which will be asked to 
stop serving alcohol by 7pm and 
close an hour later.

Suga made a special appeal to 
young people to abide by the 
requests, saying that more than 
half of recent new infections in 
greater Tokyo were among the 
under-30s.

He said: “Please act . . . in order 
to save precious lives of your 
parents, grandfathers, grand-
mothers and friends.

In Tokyo and three surround-
ing areas that petitioned the 
government to make the move, 
businesses will also be urged to 
maximise teleworking with the 
goal of reducing commuter traf-
fic by 70 per cent.

japanese law does not cur-
rently allow authorities to 

enforce cooperation with the 
requests, although the govern-
ment is planning legislation 
permitting fines for businesses 
that do not comply.

For now, subsidies will be 
offered to businesses that close 
early, and the government could 
name-and-shame those that 
fail to do so.

Tokyo recorded 2,447 new 
cases on january 7 – shattering 
the previous record of 1,591 
logged a day earlier, and repre-
senting a sizeable chunk of the 
7,490 new cases reported 

nationwide.
Still, japan’s outbreak remains 

comparatively small, with 
around 3,700 deaths overall.

The government had been 
reluctant to call a state of emer-
gency for fear of sending the 
economy into reverse shortly 
after it emerged from reces-
sion.

“a contraction of GdP [gross 
domestic product] in [the first 
quarter of 2021] is inevitable” 
with the new measure, Masam-
ichi adachi, japan chief econo-
mist at uBS Securities said. 

“Balancing economic and pub-
lic health concerns is . . . a very 
difficult situation to manage.”

Suga’s approval ratings have 
nosedived over his handling of 
the latest Covid-19 wave – par-
ticularly his government’s con-
troversial backing of a domestic 
travel campaign despite spiking 
case numbers.

He has said this emergency 
will be more limited and focused 
than last year’s, despite warn-
ings from medical experts that 
it may be insufficient.

Schools will not close and 
major events will be permitted, 
with the cap for spectators 
revised down.

The measure comes just over 
six months before the virus-
postponed Tokyo 2020 olym-
pics are due to open, and Suga 
this week insisted he was still 
committed to holding the 
Games as “proof of mankind’s 
victory over the virus”.

But the emergency is likely to 
harden public opinion, with a 
majority opposed to holding the 
Games this year even before the 
third wave worsened.

japan has yet to approve a 
coronavirus vaccine, with Suga 
saying he hopes the first jabs 
can begin late next month. 
AFP

a SouTH Korean delegation left 
for Iran on january 7 to negoti-
ate the early release of an oil 
tanker and its crew seized in 
strategic Gulf waters this week.

Iran’s revolutionary Guards on 
january 4 said it had seized the 
South Korean-flagged Hankuk 
Chemi – which it said was carry-
ing 7,200 tonnes of “oil chemical 
products” – for infringing mari-
time environmental laws.

The Guards said the arrest-
ed crew were from South 
Korea, Indonesia, Vietnam 
and Myanmar.

The South Korean delegation, 
led by the director-general of 
the foreign ministry’s Middle 
Eastern affairs department, 
boarded a plane early on janu-
ary 7 and was set to arrive in 
Tehran via doha, Qatar.

Before boarding the plane, 
chief delegate Koh Kyung-sok 
said: “I plan to meet my coun-
terpart at the Iranian foreign 
ministry and will meet others 
through various routes if it will 
help efforts to resolve the issue 
of the ship’s seizure.”

Iran’s seizure of the tanker 
came after Tehran had urged 
Seoul to release billions of dollars 
of Iranian assets frozen in South 
Korea under uS sanctions.

Iran was a key oil supplier to 
resource-poor South Korea 
until Washington’s rules 
blocked the purchases.

South Korea’s vice-foreign 
minister is due to travel to 
Tehran next week to discuss 
the frozen assets, a visit that 
Seoul said would go ahead 
despite the seizure.

according to Iran’s central 
bank governor abdolnasser 
Hemmati, the country has “$7 
billion of deposits in South 
Korea” that can neither “be 
transferred nor do we get any 
returns on, while they ask us for 
the costs” of holding the funds.

The incident was the first 
seizure of a major vessel by the 
Iranian navy in more than a 
year.

In july 2019, the Guards seized 
the British-flagged oil tanker 
Stena Impero in the sensitive 
Strait of Hormuz for allegedly 
ramming a fishing boat and 
released it two months later.

It was at the time widely seen 
as a tit-for-tat move after author-
ities in the British overseas ter-
ritory of Gibraltar detained an 
Iranian tanker and later released 
it over uS objections.

Tehran denied the two cases 
were related. AFP

Trump supporters clash with police and security forces as they try to storm the US Capitol in Washington, 
DC on January 6. Demonstrators breeched security and entered the Capitol as Congress debated the 2020 
presidential election Electoral Vote Certification. AFP

People walk on a concourse at a terminal station in the Tokyo’s morning 
hours on Thursday. AFP



Official: VN Congress 
planning a top priority

New Thai rallies set after arrests 
over German embassy petition

The organising sub-committee 
of Vietnam’s 13th National Party 
Congress convened its sixth 
meeting in hanoi on January 6, 
chaired by Politburo member 
Tran Quoc Vuong.

Participants listened to a report 
on the preparations for the 13th 
National Party Congress, sched-
uled to take place in hanoi from 
January 25 to February 2, as well 
as key tasks from now until then.

Vuong, who is also head of the 
organising sub-committee and 
member of the Secretariat of the 
Central Committee of the Com-
munist Party of Vietnam, highly 
valued the proactiveness, efforts 

and high sense of responsibility 
of agencies and units in prepar-
ing for the event.

he requested their leaders and 
the sub-committee’s members 
to review the work that must be 
completed between now and 
when the congress is held.

They need to give the top pri-
ority to ensure the preparations 
for the congress will be carried 
out on schedule, contributing to 
the success of the event, the of-
ficial said, asking them to bring 
into play their proactiveness, en-
hance coordination and conduct 
frequent examinations. VIET NAM 

NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Thai protesters have sched-
uled a gathering at Thung 
Mahamek police station to 
support 13 leaders who were 
charged over a petition hand-
ed to the German embassy.

The United Front of Tham-
masat and Demonstration 
group announced on their 
Facebook page on January 6: 
“Tomorrow [January 7], 13 al-
leged offenders in the German 
embassy case are scheduled 
to meet with the prosecuting 
attorney at Thung Mahamek 
police station.

“We have organised a meet-
ing in front of the station from 
10am. if you have no trouble 
going there, please join us 

to provide support to the 13 
protesters.”

Pro-democracy activists of 
the Ratsadon group had led 
a march to the German em-
bassy on Sathorn Road on 
the evening of October 26 to 
submit a petition asking the 
German government to look 
into whether his Majesty 
the King rules Thailand from 
Germany.

The 13 protest leaders were 
later summoned by the police 
and charged with violation of 
the Criminal Code’s Section 
112, which punishes criticism 
of the monarchy with up to 15 
years in jail. THE NATION (THAILAND)/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Politburo member Tran Quoc Vuong on Wednesday chaired a preparatory 
meeting for the National Party Congress slated for end of this month. 
VIETNAM NEWS AGENCY/VIET NAM NEWS
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ASEAN

TWO indonesian militants 
linked to a 2019 church blast 
in the Philippines have been 
shot dead by police, authori-
ties said on January 6, as of-
ficers arrested scores of pro-
islamic State (iS) radicals.

The shootings came as in-
donesia’s counter-terrorism 
squad, Densus 88, raided a 
hideout of extremist group Ja-
maah ansharut Daulah (JaD) 
in Sulawesi island’s Makassar 
city, they said.

Two suspects were gunned 
down when they “resisted ar-
rest” and attacked officers, 
police said, adding that a third 
suspect suffered gunshot inju-
ries and was being treated in 
hospital. 

another 17 militants were 
detained. 

Later on January 6, police 
said the two dead suspects 

were involved in financing the 
Philippines’ worst terror attack 
in years, which killed 21 and 
injured scores more in 2019. 

“The two were involved in 
transferring money to the 
bombers of the church in Jolo, 
Philippines,” national police 
spokesman ahmad Rama-
dhan told reporters, without 
elaborating. 

in early 2019, two explo-
sions ripped through a Catho-
lic church on the Philippines’ 
Muslim-majority island of 
Jolo, killing worshippers at 
Sunday mass and security 
forces – raising fears about 
growing links between mili-
tants in Southeast asia.

iS claimed responsibility for 
the cathedral blast, saying two 
suicide bombers detonated 
explosive belts. 

The pair were later identi-

fied as an indonesian militant 
and his wife. 

The Jolo attack was carried 
out days after voters approved 
expanding Muslim self-rule in 
the south aimed at ending a 
decades-old rebellion for in-
dependence or autonomy for 
the sizeable islamic minority 
of the mainly Catholic Philip-
pines.

On January 6, police in Mus-
lim-majority indonesia said 
the two men shot by authori-
ties were members of Jamaah 
ansharut Daulah (JaD), a lo-
cal terror network which has 
pledged allegiance to iS and 
its violent ideology.

Members of JaD staged a 
wave of suicide bombings 
at churches in indonesia’s 
second-biggest city Surabaya 
in 2018, killing a dozen con-
gregants. AFP

Thailand’s TiCa helps nearby 
countries in Covid-19 battle

Two militants linked to Philippines church bombing shot dead

T
haiLaND is using 
digital technology 
and communication 
channels to help 

neighbouring countries com-
bat Covid-19.

Pattarat hongtong, director-
general of the foreign minis-
try’s Thailand international 
Cooperation agency (TiCa), 
said the agency is working to 
support Cambodia, Laos and 
Myanmar to contain the virus 
as they share land borders that 
extend thousands of kilome-
tres and outbreaks are inter-
national matters that require 
sustainable and international 
cooperation.

She said: “Thailand’s devel-
opment cooperation, despite 
covering all countries, focuses 
on Myanmar, Laos and Cam-
bodia, which are at the heart of 
Thai foreign affairs.

“any incident in neighbour-

ing countries would impact 
Thailand whether on security, 
trade or economic prosperity.” 

TiCa has led a coordinated 
effort among Thai agencies 
to strengthen neighbouring 
countries’ Covid-19 response 
since March.

Recognising that each coun-
try has specific public health 
challenges, Thailand is now 
reaching out to Myanmar, 
where the epidemic is taking 
a severe daily toll of 500-1,000 
new cases and 10-20 deaths.

TiCa is collaborating with 
the Thai Department of Dis-
ease Control and Department 
of Medicine to share medical 
equipment and knowledge 
with Myanmar medics and of-
ficials. among its latest projects 
is collaboration with the De-
partment of Medical Sciences 
to develop a model for low-cost 
Covid-19 laboratories to boost 

Myanmar’s test-and-trace mis-
sion to contain the virus.

The agency is also using digi-
tal technology to raise aware-
ness of disease prevention in 
communities on both sides of 
the border, including migrant 
workers.

Measures feature teleconfer-
encing to upgrade cooperation 
between different provinces, 
online medical consultations 
between public health offices 
and district hospitals, and on-
line training to help medics and 
officials in neighbouring coun-
tries treat severely ill Covid-19 
patients and also establish 
emergency operation centres.

The agency also runs a pub-
lic health and medicine “TiCa’s 
Knowledge Bank on COViD-
19” to share Thai experiences 
and expertise with neighbour-
ing countries via youTube and 
other online platforms.

Meanwhile, Thailand is 
delivering urgently needed 
medical supplies to its neigh-
bours, especially Myanmar, 
including PPe kits, one mil-
lion surgical masks, blood 
gas analysers, 70,000 doses of 
Favipiravir, and oximeters.

also being shipped to 
Myanmar is RT-PCR labora-
tory equipment and a dis-
ease prevention monitoring 
system, while Cambodia and 
Laos are receiving their own 
deliveries of Thai aid to com-
bat the virus.

Pattarat said Thailand has 
adopted the Sufficiency econ-
omy principle of the late King 
Bhumibol adulyadej in its 
regional Covid-19 response, 
focusing on “economical, 
simple and efficient” mea-
sures that ensure equal treat-
ment for all people. THE NATION 

(THAILAND)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

TICA has led a coordinated effort among Thai agencies to strengthen the Covid-19 responses in neighbouring countries, such as Laos,  since March. TICA

A police officer stands guard outside a Catholic church in Muslim-majority Banda Aceh, Indonesia. AFP
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Opinion

G
OVErnMEnTS around the 
world are aware of the envi-
ronmental problems and 
challenges besieging the 

planet. This has led to the framing of 
public policy focusing on the balanc-
ing of economic, social, and environ-
mental issues.

The trend in pushing economic 
development is increasingly based on 
innovation being applied to increase 
productivity and further improve 
people’s quality of life. reducing the 
amount of greenhouse gas emissions 
and PM2.5 (particles less than 2.5 
micrometres in diameter) dust in the 
air are critical areas of emphasis in 
framing policies to promote the 
development of industry and the use 
of electric vehicles seriously until it 
becomes a national agenda.

a 2017 asia-Pacific Economic 
Cooperation (apec) study illustrates 
the policy of supporting the manu-
facture and use of electric vehicles in 
the leading industrialised countries, 
including China and japan. They 
have a comprehensive policy pack-
age covering five areas. 

They provide a 10-15 per cent sub-
sidy to customers; offer tax incen-
tives and manufacturing subsidies; 
offer research and development 
support for more than 20 years by 
funding automobile companies to 
develop batteries and electric start-
up companies, woo foreign direct 
investment or determine the pro-
portion of governmental electric 
vehicles; and issue laws and regula-
tions limiting the number of fossil-
fuel vehicles in big cities.

Public policy in developed coun-
tries, including China and japan, 
have supported and promoted the 
manufacture and use of electric 
vehicles seriously, reflecting the 
determination of the governments 
to revolutionise the automotive 
industry and reduce dependence on 
fossil fuels and facilitate environ-
mental conservation. 

The Chinese government has 
issued 39 policies for promotion and 
support of EVs, while japan has 26, 
with the highest priority being on 
demand-side subsidies, followed by 
promoting technology research and 
development. Increased use of EVs 
and support for production have low-
ered the prices of electric cars. This is 
considered a complete stimulus cov-
ering both supply and demand.

a master’s degree thesis by Vut 
Mahamongkol in 2020 from Chu-
lalongkorn university’s Faculty of 

Political Science, on Electric Vehicle 
Industrial Promotion Policy Formula-
tion in Thailand has compiled the cur-
rent policies to promote and support 
the production and use of electric 
vehicles by the Thai government. It 
found that there were only two areas 
of policies to support and promote 
EVs, namely the Promotion Policy, 
especially tax incentives to promote 
investments from foreign investors, 
totalling four policies, and for the pro-
motion of research and development. 

Imposing the condition that foreign 

companies transfer advanced tech-
nology, such as the production of bat-
teries that can charge quickly, would 
allow Thai entrepreneurs to develop 
their manufacturing capabilities from 
just assembly and fabrication.

an overall evaluation shows the Thai 
government’s policies are not compre-
hensive enough to cover all dimen-
sions. as a result, the prices of electric 
cars in Thailand are quite high -- 

about one million Thai baht ($33,000) 
or more. Currently, no foreign compa-
ny has set up a manufacturing plant 
for electric cars. all the EVs are 
imported. The only operator in Thai-
land is Energy absolute Pcl (Ea). 

recently, Ea launched an electric 
vehicle under the Mine Mobility 
brand. The EV can drive continuously 
for 200km per charge, but the cost is 
still quite high due to lack of govern-
ment support. If the Thai govern-
ment explores opportunities in 
developing the EV industry, it will 

enhance industrial development as 
well as Thailand’s economic competi-
tiveness in the future. Therefore, it is 
necessary to come up with more 
comprehensive policies, by adding 
three policy areas – the adoption of 
pollution control laws, promoting the 
manufacture, and the use of electric 
cars. 

Proactive moves in this direction 
will be an important factor in creat-

ing an environment that will facili-
tate the manufacture of electric cars 
as the main vehicle in Thailand in 
future, and contribute to sustaina-
ble reduction of greenhouse gas 
emissions and PM 2.5 dust in the 
country as well.

However to focus on the develop-
ment of the EV industry, it must 
rely on occasion and timing since 
the government must consider the 
overall readiness of the stakehold-
ers resulting from this important 
decision because fossil fuel vehicles 
will eventually be replaced by elec-
tric cars. 

In 2019, Thailand ranked 11th in 
the world in the automobile industry 
(50 per cent of its production for 
domestic use and 50 per cent for 
exports). amid the increasing use of 
electric cars, it began to wake up to 
the reality and come up with a signif-
icant response. If the Thai govern-
ment lacks a clear and comprehen-
sive policy to promote the 
production and use of electric vehi-
cles, it will inevitably affect export 
income, which is a major engine of 
growth driving the Thai economy. THE 

NATION (THAILAND)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Chadin Rochananonda is a lecturer at the Faculty 
of Political Science, Chulalongkorn University. 
Vut Mahamongkol is product supervision manager 
at Nissan Motor (Thailand).

Why Thailand needs to get on  
fast track in promoting EVs 

A sign is pictured at a Source London electric vehicle (EV) charging point in London. Afp

Opinion
Chadin Rochananonda and Vut Mahamongkol

Amid the increasing use of 
electric cars, Thailad began to 

wake up to the reality and come 
up with a significant response
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Get on board 
the Gogi Train 
to take a tour of 
Korean cuisine
Roth Sochieata

T
HErE are certain scenes in 
Korean films and television 
with a ubiquitous presence, 
such as that of the solitary 

woman seated on a train watching 
the scenery fly by through the win-
dow, looking cute and tipsy while 
daydreaming and slurping hot bar-
beque meat with soju.

These scenes have been enjoyed by 
fans of Korean pop-culture around 
the world, including in Cambodia 
where Korean grilled meat and soju 
is an increasingly popular repast.

Korean restaurants are flourish-
ing in the Kingdom these days. Gogi 
Train in Phnom Penh’s Tuol Kork dis-
trict is the third branch to open in the 
capital, joining two other successful 
branches located near the Institute 
of Foreign Languages (IFL).

Gogi Train Tuol Kork officially 
opened on november 11, 2020, 
three years after the first two res-
taurants opened for business. 

What makes Gogi Train TK distinct 
from the two previously established 
branches is its design – the exterior 
resembles a train station and the in-
terior is like the inside of a train car 
combined with a barbeque restau-
rant in South Korea.

Soeng Savy, 25, is the manager of 
Gogi Train and she can be found with-
in its train-like interior among its two 
rows of tables – each one complete 
with a shiny exhaust vent pipe. 

She revealed that the concept for 
this restaurant had sprung from the 
owner’s imagination.

“We created the train concept be-
cause we wanted customers to feel 
like they are travelling somewhere 
or going on a journey instead of just 
being stuck at home,” says Savy.

She also noted that the owner 
hoped the restaurant made people 
feel like they were in a scene in a Ko-
rean drama, which is a dream shared 
by many fans of Korean culture. 

“The whole place tries to remind 
people of Korea in every detail from 
the signs on the walls to the floor 
under your feet. When people come 
here they can always manage to get 
a few good selfies from their visit,” 
Savy tells The Post. 

Whenever customers step into the 
restaurant the first thing they hear is 
Korean music. 

If they pay close attention they’ll re-
alise that it’s mostly classic songs from 
the period when K-pop first exploded 
in popularity throughout Cambodia.

The music gives Gogi Train a good 
vibe, with people going from table to 
table dancing and humming along.

Patrons don’t have to dress up fancy 
to eat at Gogi Train. The elaborate 
decor is impressive but the moment 
you enter it’s obvious that it’s meant 
to be casual and relaxed.

Savy shared some of their history, 
saying: “Our first two [restaurants] 

opened in 2017 but at the time even 
though we wanted to do something 
a little bit innovative we were cau-
tious, so we designed them with a 
normal look. 

“after the success of the first two 
[restaurants] we were ready to try 
designing this third branch with 
a unique theme and so we’ve had 
the Gogi Train open for about two 
months now,” she says.

Gogi is a Korean word that trans-
lates to “meat” in English, so the 
Meat Train is of course primarily 
known for its barbeque selection. 

The second most popular dish on 
their menu is the Korean spicy crab 
with soy sauce. The crab is sold by 
weight so the price varies but is typi-
cally within the range of $20-$30.

Gogi Train only serves Korean 
cuisine and at first there was only 
a Korean chef on staff. However, 
during their first few years in busi-
ness they observed their customers 
closely and noted what they seemed 
to like or dislike.

The customer feedback convinced 
the management that they should 
hire a Cambodian chef to work 
alongside their Korean chef to sub-
tly adjust the flavours to satisfy the 
Khmer palate. Still, the food remains 
distinctly Korean. 

Savy continued, saying: “all of our 
ingredients are imported directly 
from Korea. Sometimes we even run 
out of certain things and we can’t 
serve some dishes until the next 
shipment arrives.

“The first time we had Korean cus-
tomers, it felt amazing to see that 
they loved it and they even called to 
reserve a table in advance for their 
next visit,” Savy recalled.

Gogi Train is always packed with 
people and the split-level floor plan 
can accommodate around 500 patrons 
during the week and 700 patrons over 
a weekend. They often have customers 

waiting in line for a table to open up.
The barbeque is served in differ-

ent sets according to the size of your 
party or your appetite. The single 
set costs $7 and is meant to feed just 
one person. Set a is good for two to 
three people and is priced at $15, 
while Set B is enough food for three 
to four people and costs $25.

Cambodian barbeque has a smoky 
flavour and it makes for a smoky res-
taurant, whereas Korean barbeque 
is made using modern technology 
that gets rid of the smoke but keeps 
plenty of flavour.

With a few veggies and meat grill-
ing and the table in front of you 
crowded with Korean kitchenware 
– from the grill pan to the flattened 
metal chopsticks and the spoons, 
dishes and cups – it really feels like 
you’re dining on a train in Korea and 
it’s easy to forget that you’re still at 
home in Phnom Penh.

I’m not exaggerating when I say 
that the food at Gogi Train is even 
better than the wonderful atmo-
sphere and design. The crab arrives 
at your table covered with chillies 
and the sauce even has chillies float-
ing in it. anyone who loves spicy 
food will be in paradise.

Pick up the crab and give it a deep 
dip into the sauce before taking a 
bite to get the full flavour of the dish. 
Gogi Train’s Korean spicy crab is ab-
solutely brilliant. 

I’ve only mentioned the top two 

offerings on the menu, but if those 
aren’t to your liking you need not 
worry – the menu has a lot of other 
great dishes as well and you’ll find 
that you have plenty of options to 
choose from. 

Savy mentions, with obvious pride, 
that whenever she checks the online 
reviews or comments from custom-
ers she sees people saying that the 
quality of the food is beyond what 
words alone can describe and is well 
worth the money spent. 

“yes, I admit that our food is quite 
expensive but we offer some of the 
best Korean food in town and to 
know that our customers agree with 
that is super exciting,” she enthused. 

While many eateries have strug-
gled in the Covid era and some have 
even had to close their doors per-
manently, Gogi Train has not had to 
hit the brakes or slow down one bit.

Be that as it may, Savy says they 
have tried to accommodate cus-
tomers [with heightened Covid con-
cerns] by offering take-away and 
even allowing them to borrow all the 
utensils used to barbeque at no extra 
charge as long as they return them 
when they are finished. 

This strategy has allowed them 
to retain customers who love Gogi 
Train’s food but are wary of crowds 
due to the pandemic. 

Savy admits that the level of success 
and number of customers they’ve had 
was unexpected and that it some-

times presented a challenge.
She says: “We thought our staff 

could take a little rest some days [af-
ter the mealtime rush] but then hour 
after hour more hungry people just 
keep coming. It can be tough some 
days we are totally exhausted. 

“Sometimes we serve so much 
food that we have to stop because 
we run out of ingredients before we 
do customers.

“We’re adapting to the situation by 
adding more staff. also, this space is a 
lot bigger than our other two branches 
and our staff gets tired walking from ta-
ble to table, especially going upstairs. 

“We solved this by installing an es-
calator for the staff to use when go-
ing up there,” Savy explains.

Savy says that soon they will add 
a tasty new anchovy sauce for the 
barbeque that can go right into the 
pan with the meat while it’s grilling.

right now, though, Savy is espe-
cially focused on fine tuning the res-
taurant’s atmosphere:

“We kind of want to do something 
slightly different with the music. 
For example, from 7pm to 9pm go 
with the normal vibe but then after 
9pm our customers like the music a 
little louder and the lights dimmed 
a bit, so a little bit more of a party or 
club vibe,” she says. 

Gogi Train is open every day from 
11am to 10pm and it is located on 
Street 528 in Boeung Kak I commune, 
Tuol Kork district, Phnom Penh.

The popular dishes of Gogi Train restaurant are its barbeque selection and Korean spicy crab with soy sauce. YOUSOS APDOULRASHIM

The Gogi restaurant has an exterior that resembles a train station and an interior design of a train car. YOUSOS APDOULRASHIM
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 From the top
  5 Prepare grapes for wine
 10 Unite
 14 Solo
 15 Entertainer Midler
 16 “... ___ dust shalt thou return”
 17 Storied jumping-off point
 19 Wire measures, for short
 20 Jumper-cable target
 21 Muff one
 22 Appropriately
 23 “You, over there!”
 24 Close-mouthed
 27 Actor Robert of “Airplane!”
 28 Delivered, as a point
 32 King’s seat
 35 Like feudal times
 36 Basketball rim
 37 Run out
 39 Sanitizer’s target
 40 Going by, as time
 42 Pool wear
 44 End-of-book matter
 45 Way of carrying oneself
 46 Oust
 48 Like the seafood in sushi

 51 Sir Walter ___
 54 Witchy woman
 55 “There you are!”
 57 Stereo alternative
 58 Seize with alacrity
 60 Decorative sewing case
 61 Denomination
 62 Mystical mark
 63 Toward sunset
 64 Far from tanned
 65 Begged for a citation
DOWN
  1 Islamic deity
  2 “There’s ___ here but us ...”
  3 Diplomatic agent
  4 Garden annoyance
  5 “Elementary” network
  6 Finds new tenants for
  7 Egg containers
  8 Does a laundry job
  9 With it
 10 Start too soon
 11 Handling the job
 12 “___ put hair on your chest”
 13 Digging for dirt?
 18 Showed an episode of “E.R.” now
 22 Prefix with “lock” or “knock”

 25 Facial features
 26 Involving extraordinarily accurate 

recall
 27 Got a move on
 29 Bakery appliance
 30 Annotate
 31 “Desire Under the ___”
 32 “Take ___ Train” (Duke Ellington 

song)
 33 Omit, in diners
 34 Highway or avenue
 35 EPA determination
 38 Poet’s repetition for effect
 41 Dither
 43 Christopher of “Superman”
 45 It’s attractive
 47 Showers with praise
 48 Show contempt for, as a contract
 49 Solitarily
 50 Lessened
 51 Cousin of a hootamaganzy
 52 Dove place
 53 Difficult duty
 56 Willa Cather’s “One of ___”
 58 Burst, as a balloon
 59 “Eureka!” is one

“BOUND TO HAPPEN” 

Thursday’s solution

Thursday’s solution

Lifestyle

Icy Epiphany swim in 
Tundzha: a Bulgarian 
custom for good health 
a 

SHIVErInG crowd 
of around 100 men 
defied Covid-19 re-
strictions on janu-

ary 6 to jump into Bulgaria’s 
Tundzha river – an icy swim 
marking the Epiphany, which 
is supposed to bring good 
health.

rumen Stoyanov, mayor of 
the riverside town of Kalofer 
in central Bulgaria, declined 
to join in the ritual himself 
this year. 

But he did not stop residents 
from diving in, despite a ban 
on large group gatherings.

“nobody is in a position to 
stop this celebration. It’s a sign 
of how defiant Kalofer resi-
dents are,” he said.

Participants would be asked 
to chip in to help pay an ex-
pected fine of 1,000 lev ($315), 
he added.

Crosses are thrown into lakes 
and rivers by priests across Bul-
garia and romania to mark the 
Epiphany, which in the eastern 
Orthodox Church is celebrated 
as the baptism of Christ.

The first person to retrieve 

the cross is supposedly blessed 
with good health.

In Kalofer, men clad in em-
broidered shirts held out for 
longer than usual as they 
performed their traditional 
dance in the freezing water. 
It  is a show of tenacity in a 
time of particular health 
challenges.

They did not appear to have 
taken any precautions against 
Covid, despite Bulgaria hav-
ing one of the highest mortal-
ity rates from coronavirus in 
the European union.

Some even risked a kiss of 
the cross, which is something 
the Church has discouraged 
to avoid spreading the virus.

“Generations of our men 
have submerged themselves 
in the river for their health. 

“It’s a way of showing that 
we are strong, and that we will 
fight any challenges,” said Ili-
ana Mincheva, a 51-year-old 
spectator. She was a little dis-
appointed that the river was 
free of ice this winter. 

In Sofia, men took part in a 
similarly bracing dive – but in 

swimming trunks.
Some towns cancelled the 

ceremony this year, while oth-
ers adapted the tradition to re-
duce the risk of infections.

Same tradition in Greece, 
Romania

In romania, churches hoped 
to avoid the usual queues for 
holy water by preparing tens 
of thousands of bottles in  
advance.

Christians also flocked to 
churches in Greece to cel-
ebrate the Epiphany, after the 
Church rejected government 
restrictions.

Ministers had urged places 
of worship to stay shut, but 
the Church refused and in-
stead agreed only to curtail 
some of its rituals.

Worshippers seen in Greece 
broadly respected social dis-
tance measures and wore 
masks. 

However, many queued to 
receive communion, a prac-
tice experts have warned 
could be a crucial way of 
spreading the virus. AFP

Bulgarian men perform the traditional ‘Horo’ dance in icy winter waters of the Tundzha river in the town of 
Kalofer, as part of Epiphany Day celebrations on January 6. AFP

Bulgarian Orthodox faithful dive into the icy winter water of a lake in Sofia to catch a wooden crucifix as part 
of Epiphany Day celebrations despite the Covid-19 restrictions. AFP
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PeP Guardiola dedicated Manchester 
City’s 2-0 win over Manchester unit-
ed to reach a fourth consecutive 
League Cup final on Wednesday to 
the family of Colin Bell, a day after 
the City great died aged 74.

john Stones and Fernandinho 
were the unlikely goalscorers for 
Guardiola’s men, who will face jose 
Mourinho’s Tottenham in the final at 
Wembley on april 25.

Bell scored 152 goals in 492 ap-
pearances for City during a 13-year 
career in which he won five major 
trophies.

City players warmed up in num-
ber eight shirts in honour of Bell’s 
old number.

a minute’s silence was held before 
kick-off with Bell’s former teammate 
Mike Summerbee reduced to tears 
as he watched on from the stands.

“That’s for him and his family. This 
person helped to build something 
for this club,” said Guardiola.

“It is an incredible victory for us to 
beat united away and reach another 
final and, especially today, it is for 
him.”

City now have the chance to equal 
Liverpool’s record between 1981 
and 1984 of winning four successive 
League Cups.

“I know the Carabao [League] 

Cup is not the Champions League 
but four times a row is incredible,” 
added Guardiola. “I’m so impressed 
with the quality of this team.”

‘Not enough’ from United
Mourinho was united boss the last 

time they lifted a trophy in 2017 and 
the red Devils’ wait for silverware 
under Ole Gunnar Solskjaer goes on 
as they lost a fourth semi-final in the 
past two seasons.

“It’s not psychological, sometimes 
you meet good teams in the semis,” 
said Solskjaer, whose side also lost 
to City at this stage of the competi-
tion last season.

“We met the best team in england 
and for me we didn’t have enough to-
day. But we’re getting closer.

“This is a much better Manchester 
united compared to a year ago in 
those semis, that’s positive but not 
enough.”

Both sides have hauled themselves 
back into contention for the Premier 
League title in recent weeks. How-
ever, neither manager took the op-
portunity to rest key players as both 
made just two changes from the 
weekend.

any fears of a repeat of the goalless 
draw between the sides last month 
in the league were quickly dispelled 

as both had goals ruled out inside 
the first five minutes.

Stones breathed a sigh of relief 
when his own goal was chalked off 
for offside by Marcus rashford in 
the build-up before Ilkay Gundogan 
was also denied by the offside flag.

Zack Steffen was deputising for 
first-choice goalkeeper ederson. 
The latter was one of City’s absen-
tees due to a coronavirus outbreak. 

Steffen produced an incredible 
save to deny Bruno Fernandes his 
16th goal of the season with a curl-
ing effort that was destined for the 
top corner.

City looked more like their old 
selves in a thrilling first-half per-
formance to blow away Chelsea on 
january 3. They were inches away 
from the opener thanks to a stun-
ning move that started deep inside 
their own half and ended with Kevin 
De Bruyne smashing against the 
post from the edge of the area.

Stones found form  season
The deadlock was finally broken 

five minutes into the second half 
when Stones cushioned in Foden’s 
free-kick with his thigh for his first 
goal in three years.

The england international’s poor 
form saw him fall down the peck-

ing order in recent seasons. How-
ever, City have now kept nine clean 
sheets in the 11 games Stones has 
started this season as he has formed 
a formidable partnership with ru-
ben Dias.

City’s issues this season have been 
at the other end and they again failed 
to make the most of their chances in 
the second half.

joao Cancelo’s piledriver flew just 
over before Dean Henderson made 
fine saves to deny raheem Sterling 
and riyad Mahrez.

However, Henderson could only 
watch as Fernandinho volleyed 
into the bottom corner after united 
failed to clear a corner for his first 
goal in two years, seven minutes 
from time. AFP

juve end Milan’s 27-game unbeaten league run

Guardiola dedicates derby win to Man City legend Bell

F
eDerICO Chiesa 
scored a brace as 
juventus inflicted a 
first league defeat this 

season on Serie a leaders aC 
Milan, ending their 27-match 
unbeaten run with a 3-1 win on 
january 6.

Stefano Pioli’s side main-
tained their one-point advan-
tage over city rivals Inter Milan 
who missed a chance to go top 
with a 2-1 loss at Sampdoria.

aC Milan had been unbeat-
en since before the coronavi-
rus lockdown last March, with 
a run of 12 matches without 
defeat to complete last sea-
son where they finished sixth, 
and 15 games this campaign.

But Chiesa, who joined from 
Fiorentina last October, bagged 
his first brace for the champi-
ons, scoring on 18 and 62 min-
utes in the San Siro with Weston 
McKennie getting a third with 
quarter of an hour to go.

“This defeat hurts. If there 
is an opponent against whom 
we have suffered it is juventus, 
who have won the Scudetto 
for nine years in a row.

“But understanding how 
bad you feel after a defeat will 
also help us grow,” said Pioli.

The hosts, chasing their first 
Scudetto since 2011, was hit 
hours before kick-off with the 
news that forward ante rebic 
and midfielder rade Krunic had 
tested positive for Covid-19.

The absence of the pair was 
a blow for the side already 
without key players including 
their injured top scorer Zla-
tan Ibrahimovic for an eighth 
league game.

juventus pair alex Sandro 
and juan Cuadrado were also 

out with coronavirus as the 
champions moved up to fourth, 
seven points behind Milan, but 
having played a game less.

“I saw the spirit of a team that 
wants to lead and win. This 
match was crucial for us,” said 
juventus coach andrea Pirlo. 

Chiesa has come into his 
own for Pirlo’s side who had 
been dependent on Cristiano 
ronaldo’s goals this campaign.

Paulo Dybala provided the 
assists for both Chiesa’s goals.

Chiesa rattled the woodwork 
minutes before picking up a 
clever Dybala back-heel flick 
to finish off after 18 minutes.

rafael Leao send through 
for Davide Calabria to grab the 
equaliser four minutes before 
the break to keep Milan’s hopes 
alive.

But Dybala again teeded 
up Chiesa to rifle in the sec-
ond before the pair were re-
placed by McKennie and De-
jan Kulusevski.

Kulusevski provided the pull 
back for McKennie to seal the 
victory after 76 minutes.

Inter miss out in Genoa
Inter’s eight-match winning 

streak came to an halt earlier 
under the rain in Genoa.

alexis Sanchez missed an 
early penalty for antonio 
Conte’s side who were tripped 
up by goals from former Inter 
players antonio Candreva 
and Keita Balde.

“I’m sorry because I think 
we deserved something more. 
Lady luck was not on our side 
today,” said Conte after their 
second league defeat this sea-
son after Milan last October.

Inter’s leading scorer rome-
lu Lukaku started on the 
bench as the forward recovers 
from a muscular problem.

Sanchez started in the Bel-
gian’s place but missed the 
chance to give the visitors an 
early advantage with emil au-

dero saving a penalty.
But Candreva made no mis-

take from the spot after 22 
minutes, sending Samir Han-
danovic the wrong way after 
Samp were awarded a penalty 
for a nicolo Barella handball.

Keita Balde added a second 
after 38 minutes following good 
work from Mikkel Damsgaard, 
the Danish winger sending the 
Senegalese forward through to 
coolly finish.

Lukaku came off the bench 
with just over an hour gone, 
two minutes before Stefan de 
Vrij’s header from a Marcelo 
Brozovic corner reduced the 
deficit for the visitors.

Third-placed roma closed 
the gap on Inter to three 
points, with a 3-1 win at bot-
tom side Crotone with Borja 
Mayoral scoring twice and 
Henrikh Mkhitaryan adding a 
third from the penalty spot.

Sassuolo beat Genoa 2-1 to 
move fifth ahead of napoli who 
fell to a shock defeat by the 
same scoreline to 10-man Spe-
zia, for their first loss in their 
newly-named Diego armando 
Maradona Stadium.

“I don’t know how it’s possi-
ble to lose a game like this, we 
had many shots on goal, I had 
a dozen myself,” said napoli 
captain Lorenzo Insigne.

“I’m seeing a schizophrenic 
napoli,” blasted coach Genn-
aro Gattuso.

“It’s not just bad luck, this 
season we’re throwing away 
incredible matches. and that 
makes me furious.”

Seventh-placed atalanta 
beat Parma 3-0 to stay ahead 
of Lazio who got back winning 
2-1 against Fiorentina. AFP

AC Milan’s French defender Theo Hernandez (behind) and Juventus’ Italian forward Federico Chiesa leap for a header during their teams’ Italian 
Serie A football match on January 6 at the San Siro stadium in Milan. AFP

City midfielder Kevin De Bruyne (left) vies with Manchester United’s midfielder Bruno 
Fernandes during the English League Cup semi-final first leg football match between 
both teams at Old Trafford in Manchester, north west England, on January 6. Pool/AFP
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