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May Kunmakara

THE Kingdom has officially 
launched a “National Cassava 
Policy” (NCP) to boost domes-
tic production, processing 
and commercialisation for 
export to international mar-
kets in line with the govern-
ment’s Industrial Develop-
ment Policy for 2015-2025.

The NCP is a joint effort by 
the Ministry of Commerce, 
Ministry of Agriculture, For-
estry and Fisheries and the 
UN Development Pro-
gramme (UNDP).

The government approved 
creation of the new policy on 
August 14 last year, and it was 
inaugurated in a ceremony 
on January 14 at the com-
merce ministry.

The launch of the policy was 
described as marking the 
beginning of a new journey in 
Cambodia’s agribusiness 
development towards inclu-
sive growth, poverty reduction 
and realisation of the govern-
ment’s development goals.

Agriculture ministry secre-
tary of state Mam Amnot said 
during the launch that with 
national production having 
exceeded 12 million tonnes 
annually for several years, 
cassava is an industrial crop 
which offers the potential to 
improve farmers’ livelihoods 
and bolster exports. 

“Based on the vision pre-

sented in the cassava policy, 
the agriculture ministry will 
work with related stakeholders 
to address challenges facing 
the sector in accordance with 
our Agriculture Sector Strate-
gic Development Plan 2019-
2023 framework,” he said. 

UNDP resident representa-
tive Nick Beresford said at the 
ceremony that cassava rep-
resents a good opportunity 
for Cambodia, especially if 
the nation can develop value 
chains to export processed 
products such as starch.

“This requires a solid con-
tractual relationship between 
processors and farmers grow-
ing cassava to create consist-
ent and high-quality supply,” 
he said. 

Commerce minister Pan 
Sorasak presided over the 
launch, noting that cassava 
is one of Cambodia’s primary 
agro-industrial crops and a 
major export product, con-
tributing three to four per 
cent of gross domestic prod-
uct. Each year, the cassava 
sector receives about $300 
million in investment.

Sorasak said: “This policy 
aims to position Cambodia to 
be a home of cassava process-
ing industries and a reliable 
supplier of cassava-based 
products for global markets.

“To achieve this goal, this
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 Mom Kunthear

P
RIME Minister Hun Sen has 
allocated an additional 800 
million and 200 million riel 
($200,000 and $50,000) to 

Oddar Meanchey and Battambang 
provinces respectively to prepare, sup-
ply and maintain quarantine accom-
modations for Cambodian migrant 
workers as they continue to make their 
way home from Thailand.

This came as the Ministry of 

Health confirmed eight more cases 
of Covid-19.

Oddar Meanchey deputy pro-
vincial governor Dy Rado told The 
Post on January 14 that authorities 
and health officials in the province 
had done a good job managing the 
Cambodian migrant workers who 
have been staying at 11 quarantine 
centres across the province. 

“Samdech Prime Minister [Hun 
Sen] has always provided funds, 
pure drinking water and many other 

materials to our province to prepare 
and supply our migrant workers. 

“As of the evening of January 13, there 
are 2,235 migrant workers in quaran-
tine at our centres. Over 300 workers 
who completed their quarantine have 
already left the centres,” he said.

Rado added that no migrant work-
ers who returned from Thailand to 
Cambodia via Oddar Meanchey prov-
ince had tested positive for Covid-19 
so the situation there is better than in 
some places. He said authorities were 

always prepared to help any migrant 
workers who have health problems. 

Banteay Meanchey provincial dep-
uty governor Ly Sary told The Post on 
January 14 that  authorities had con-
tinued imposing further restrictions 
after migrant workers returning from 
Thailand had tested positive Covid-19.

“We have spread the word and in-
structed our migrant workers to be 
more careful because transmission 
occurs person to person so each in-
dividual must do their part to prevent 

it. They must respect and follow the 
instructions of the health ministry 
and local authorities,” he said.

Sary added that authorities had or-
ganised more quarantine locations 
and now had 17 centres in order to 
accommodate the 100 to 200 migrant 
workers on average who returned 
from Thailand each day. 

To date, more than 3,000 have 
returned from Thailand via the

More aid as new Covid cases found 

Continued – page 3

Buh-bye: world’s longest prison sentences

Gov’t announces 
policy support for 
Cassava industry

AS a Turkish Muslim televan-
gelist who surrounded himself 
with scantily-clad women he 
called “kittens” starts a 1,075-
year jail term for sex crimes, 
we look at some of the world’s 
longest prison sentences.

Several countries, includ-
ing the US and Spain, allow 
for consecutive sentences, 
with prisoners condemned in 
theory to spend many life-

times behind bars.

us: 30,000-year sentence 
Far-right terrorist Terry 

Nichols was convicted of help-
ing fellow former soldier Tim-
othy McVeigh carry out the 
1995 Oklahoma City bombing 
in which 168 people died – 
including 19 children.

Although he tried to pull out 
of the attack on a federal govern-

ment building at the last minute, 
he got 161 life sentences plus 
9,300 years without parole.
McVeigh was executed.

Nichols, 65, shares the same 
Colorado cel l block as 
Unabomber Ted Kaczynski, 
Olympic Park bomber Eric 
Rudolph and Ramzi Yousef, a 
Pakistani convicted of the 
1993 World Trade Center 
bombing.

Another Oklahoma jury sen-
tenced Charles Scott Robinson 
to 30,000 years behind bars in 
1994 for raping a small child.

thailand’s world record 
The world’s longest non-life 

sentence, according to the 
“Guinness Book of Records”, 
was imposed on Thai pyramid

Continued – page 11

river cleared
specialists conduct underwater operations to extract munitions from warships which sank in Kampong Cham province’s srei santhor 
district during the 1970-1975 civil war. a total of 912 pieces of unexploded ordnance (uXo) have been found to date. SUPPLIED sTORY > 2



Nov Sivutha

SPECIALISTS from the Na-
tional Centre for Peace-
keeping Forces, Mines and 
Explosive Remnants of War 
Clearance (NPMEC), in coop-
eration with the army’s Special 
Forces Command (SFC), have 

conducted underwater op-
erations to extract munitions 
from warships which sank in 
Kampong Cham province’s 
Srei Santhor district during 
the 1970-1975 civil war.

A total of 912 pieces of un-
exploded ordnance (UXO) 
have been found.

In a meeting to update 
progress on January 14, 
Neang Phat – permanent sec-
retary of state at the Ministry 
of National Defence and chief 
of operations in the collec-
tion of UXO – said that over 
the past three months, troops 
had found and removed shells 
from underwater and in the 
villages surrounding the op-
eration area.

He added that the UXO were 
stored in a safe location away 
from downtown and under 
24-hour guard. The coopera-
tive project is set to continue 
with a scheduled completion 
date in early May prior to the 
rainy season.

Phat explained that govern-
ment regulations issued on 
September 30 last year in-
structed the NPMEC and SFC 
to form a 55-member unit to 
implement searches of sunk-
en warships. They have al-
ready cleared tonnes of UXO 
remaining from the war.

Recovery efforts have di-

vided the 150ha within the 
search perimeter into three 
zones, labelled as areas of 
high, medium and low risk.

Major General Mey So-
phea, Commander of the 
UXO Clearance Unit of the 
NPMEC, said specialists have 
been working to remove am-
munition from two sunken 
ships, weighing 100 and 200 
tonnes, respectively. He not-
ed that the smaller ship had 
been partly salvaged by local 
residents who had raided it 
for scrap metal.

 “It is difficult and very dan-
gerous to extract those muni-
tions. The task has required 
many tools and skills. The 
ships are in 30m deep water. 
The shells are now highly re-
active and can cause injury 
when handled,” he said. 

Prime Minister Hun Sen is-
sued a directive on August 30 
last year to form a research 
group for the clearance of 
UXO leftover from the civil 
war.
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Per diem allowances 
for officials adjusted 
to reflect budget cuts
Long Kimmarita

THE government has revised 
regulations pertaining to per 
diem allocations – called ‘mis-
sion money’ – for officials at all 
levels who are tasked with out-
of-office assignments.

According to the sub-decree 
dated January 12 and signed 
by Prime Minister Hun Sen, 
the new procedures will 
improve the effectiveness, effi-
ciency, transparency and 
accountability of fulfilling mis-
sions at home and abroad.

For senior ministers and direc-
tors, the sub-decree provides 
100,000 to 120,000 riel ($25-30) 
per diem for general expenses 
and 200,000 to 240,000 riel for 
accommodations when travel-
ling. Civil servants and junior 
officials will be entitled to 40,000 
to 60,000 riel per diem. 

Allocations for miscellane-
ous expenditures remain the 
same as in the old sub-decree, 
and mission money for inter-
national meetings held in the 
country will be determined and 
divided according to the status 
and roles of participants.

Ministry of Economy and 
Finance spokesman Nop Sot-
honvichet told The Post on 
January 13 that changes to the 
policy were in accordance with 
the roadmap established in 
the Budget System Reform 
Strategy 2018-2025.

The ministry removed some 

spending allowances, discon-
tinuing subsidies for work-
shops and training as well as 
spending for emergencies and 
unspecified special expenses. 

Sothonvichet noted that the 
ministry would re-evaluate the 
scope and amounts of money 
allocated for such projects on 
a case by case basis using inter-
national norms as guidelines.

“In order for mission money at 
home and abroad to continue 
being spent more smoothly and 
efficiently, the new sub-decree 
has updated and revised some 
important points which were 
vague and difficult to implement 
under the 2021 budget,” he said.

Affiliated Network for Social 
Accountability executive direc-
tor San Chey said the budget 
revisions were prudent because 
the Covid-19 crisis had led to 
the cancellation of many mis-
sions in the past year.

He noted that while missions 
had been reduced, many insti-
tutions had transitioned to 
holding meetings and other 
functions online, mitigating 
impacts of the virus and ena-
bling budget savings.

“Whereas spending for travel-
ling and missions has been cur-
tailed amid uncertainties relat-
ing to Covid-19, doing so has 
also contributed to containment 
measures against the pandemic. 
In this context, we can find some 
consolation for the loss of mis-
sion activities,” Chey said.

Finance minister (sixth from left) led a delegeation to Japan in 2017. 
The government has revised regulations on allocations for officials at 
all levels tasked with out-of-office ssignments. FINANCE MINISTRY

Special forces removed UXO from warships which sunk in Kampong 
Cham province’s Srei Santhor’s district during the civil war. SupplIEd

Specialists remove underwater UXO  

Incitement, plotting trial for 
ex-CNRP members resumes
Kim Sarom and Niem Chheng

T
HE incitement and 
plotting trial for 
roughly 60 former 
members and activ-

ists of the Supreme Court-
dissolved Cambodia National 
Rescue Party (CNRP) resumed 
at Phnom Penh Municipal 
Court on January 14. 

The trial was held under 
strict security conditions both 
inside and outside the court-
room. Of the roughly 60 defen-
dants, only 11 were present in 
court. And of the 11, two have 
been in pre-trial detention. 

The other defendants were 
absent with some of them re-
maining in self-exile abroad.

 The charges brought against 
them stemmed from the plans 
made to return to Cambodia 
by former CNRP president 
Sam Rainsy. At the time, Rain-
sy claimed he would return on 
November 9, 2019, to arrest 
Prime Minister Hun Sen. 

Rainsy’s plan was deemed a 
plot to topple the government. 

Two of the defendants pres-
ent in court at the January 14 
hearing were Kak Komphear 
and Heng Chansothy. 

Komphear said that before 
the CNRP was dissolved, he 
held the position of munici-
pal councillor and head of the 
CNRP’s election affairs office. 

He said, however, that af-
ter the dissolution he did not 
have anything further to do 
with the party or with Rainsy 
and that he had only heard 
the rumour about Rainsy’s 
planned return. 

He denied mobilising peo-
ple to welcome Rainsy. 

“I used to make jokes with 
my friend where I raised two 
hands up and they took pho-
tos of me. Now, I don’t know 
what exactly I did that can 
be regarded as incitement or 
plotting,” Komphear said.

Chansothy, who is also in 
pre-trial detention, said he 

was former deputy chief of 
the CNRP for Phnom Penh’s 
Por Sen Chey district. 

After the party was dissolved, 
he said he did not do anything 
to oppose the government 
and had only used Facebook 
to express his opinion. 

“I listened to the broadcast 
of Radio Free Asia, and I ex-
pressed my opinion with an 
intention to unify Cambodia 
to help build the country. I 
said that to the winner goes 
the victory, but the loser must 
still help the winner to devel-
op the country,” he said.

Chansothy admitted to the 
trial chamber that if Rainsy 
had really returned on No-
vember 9, 2019, he would 
have gone to welcome him. 

After four hours of ques-
tioning, Presiding Judge Ros 
Piseth decided to set January 
28 for the resumption of the 
hearings. 

Meanwhile, UN Special Rap-
porteur on the situation of hu-
man rights in Cambodia Rhona 

Smith expressed her concerns 
about what she called a “mass 
trial” with 60 defendants at 
once, which puts their individ-
ual rights to a fair trial at risk. 

Smith was also concerned 
about the trial in absentia for 
the majority of the accused, 
despite some of them hav-
ing made efforts to return to 
Cambodia to stand trial. 

“The government of Cam-
bodia should respect the 
rights to a fair trial of these 
individuals as stipulated in 
the International Covenant 
on Civil and Political Rights 
[ICCPR] to which Cambodia 
is a state party,” she said.

“I equally encourage the au-
thorities to facilitate the safe 
return of these individuals 
and to allow them to hear and 
defend their cases in court. In 
case their physical presence 
cannot be arranged, I encour-
age the authorities to facili-
tate remote participation of 
these individuals or adjourn 
the trials until the accused are 

able to travel,” Smith added.
Ministry of Justice spokes-

man Chin Malin shrugged off 
Smith’s concerns, saying it was 
typical given that she is the 
special rapporteur on human 
rights. He said the authorities 
will continue to see to their 
duties according to Cambo-
dian laws and procedures.

Regarding the request for 
remote participation or post-
ponement of the trial, Malin 
disagreed. 

“That’s what she thinks, but 
such requests on behalf of the 
defendants must be applied 
for with the court by those 
individuals through their 
lawyers because Cambodia 
doesn’t customarily allow 
people to be represented by 
concerned onlookers regard-
less of who employs them. 

“The court will then decide 
whether to accommodate 
them based on Cambodian law 
and in response to any specific 
and reasonable concerns they 
raise,” Malin said.

The trial for former CNRP members on Thursday were held under strict security conditions. hEAN RANgSEY
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Hun Sen: Media privileges abused
Mom Kunthear

P
rIME Minister Hun 
Sen said some op-
portunistic journal-
ists have been abus-

ing the privileges of their 
profession by passing judg-
ment on the subjects of their 
reporting rather than letting 
their readers or audience 
make up their own minds. 

Some have even been 
broadcasting fake news, 
which constitutes a crime, 
Hun Sen noted.

The prime minister made 
the statement to mark his 
5th annual media corre-
spondents’ meeting sched-
uled for january 14, which 
was cancelled this year due 
to Covid-19 concerns. 

“I strongly urge all jour-
nalists to just stick to the 
facts and do things the right 
way. you’re supposed to be 
professionals, so act like 
one. Don’t resort to insults 
or gossip and don’t go out of 
your way to offend people 
or go around making things 
up, either,” he wrote. 

Hun Sen said a small cadre 
of corrupt journalists had 
spent the whole past year 
extorting people and taking 
bribes, either in exchange for 
dropping scandalous stories 
or promoting profitable lies. 

“These rogue journalists 
brazenly fabricate the truth, 
insult their betters and incite 
social discord for meager 
sums of money relative to 

the huge amount of trouble 
they cause,” Hun Sen wrote. 

The prime minister not-
ed that they had given the 
media a bad name and de-
stroyed the dignity, honour, 
and prestige of the truly pro-
fessional journalists  

“This year we’ve been able 
to watch other countries 
from afar to see how savage 
Covid-19 is, but the fake news 
media will turn society rot-
ten faster than even Covid-
19 can manage to spread. 

“This will eventually re-
quire the government to 
take action to protect the 

happiness of the people and 
the peace and development 
of the nation,” he wrote.

Huy Vannak, president 
of the union of journalist 
Federations of Cambodia, 
shared Hun Sen’s concerns, 
saying he had observed 
what the prime minister was 
describing firsthand. 

Vannak said there are many 
official media and social me-
dia channels that spread dis-
information or fake news as 
their only apparent purpose.

He said some social media 
channels would spread fake 
news and then fail to publish 

a retraction or correction even 
after they had been provided 
with accurate information. 

He also noted that some 
do not spread fake news, but 
publicise contents that are 
intended to defame others 
and cause incitement. 

Vannak said there are 
three approaches to address 
the issue and they must be 
used in tandem. 

“The first is that members 
of the media and journalists 
need to hold themselves to 
the highest ethical standards 
in their reporting,” he said. 

He related his second point 

by remarking that journalists 
are only human and anyone 
can make a mistake – but when 
a mistake is made in their re-
porting, they must quickly is-
sue a correction along with an 
apology or explanation.

“The third approach is to 
shut down problematic me-
dia entities or publications 
entirely, and this shouldn’t be 
seen as a violation of anyone’s 
human rights,” he opined.

nop Vy, executive director 
of the Cambodian journal-
ists alliance (Camboja) who 
attended the third corre-
spondents’ meeting in 2019, 
said he wished to see more 
coming of such a gathering. 

Vy said the annual meeting 
between Hun Sen and jour-
nalists was more of a lengthy 
speech than a dialogue as 
there was not any opportu-
nity for the prime minister to 
hear their concerns.

“What we want to see is 
that our prime minister lis-
tens to the voices of journal-
ists who attend the meeting, 
rather than journalists lis-
tening to him,” he said.

Vy said most journalists 
behaved responsibly, but 
there are some who do not 
understand the ethics of the 
profession or its ideals be-
cause they lack education 
or training in it. He believes 
that the best way to change 
that is for more veteran 
journalists to teach them 
the ethics and values of their 
profession.

Prime Minister Hun Sen (left) and information minister Khieu Kanharith at the annual media correspondents’ 
meeting at Koh Pich Convention and Exhibition Centre in Phnom Penh last year. SPM

Strict screening 
of Cambodians 
from Thailand
Continued from page 1

international checkpoints of Banteay 
Meanchey province and nearly 1,000 
had completed their quarantine. 

Ministry of Interior secretary of 
state Chou Bun Eng said on january 
12 that more than 130,000 migrant 
workers had left Thailand for Cam-
bodia but Cambodian authorities be-
lieve they have successfully stopped 
almost all of them and required them 
to do quarantine for 14 days. 

The health ministry said that on 
january 13, there were 13 confirmed 
new cases of Covid-19. Of that num-
ber, eight are migrant workers from 
Thailand and five others are passen-
gers inbound from the uS and japan.

Of the eight migrant workers, five stay 
in Banteay Meanchey province, two in 
Siem reap, and one in Battambang.

Of the five passengers, four arrived in 
Cambodia from the uS and Indonesia 
via Singapore on january 12. They are 
being treated at the national Centre 
for Tuberculosis and Leprosy Control 
in Phnom Penh. 

The four were travelling with 44 
other passengers, all of whom tested 
negative are being quarantined in 
three separate hotels in Phnom Penh.

The other case is a japanese national 
who arrived in Cambodia on january 
12 via South Korea. He is being treated 
at the same hospital. He was travelling 
with 56 other passengers, all of whom 
tested negative and are being quaran-
tined at three separate hotels and the 
uS embassy in Phnom Penh. 

The latest cases bring the King-
dom’s Covid-19 tally to 411, with 377 
having recovered.
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Forestry crimes up last year, 
official vows law enforcement
Orm Bunthoeurn

FOrESTry crimes including log-
ging, poaching and encroach-
ment on state forest land for 
private ownership increased 
considerably last year despite 
stricter law enforcement, accord-
ing to an annual report by the 
Ministry of Environment.   

Ministry spokesman neth 
Pheaktra said forest rangers 
cracked down on 8,917 cases in 
2020 compared to just 5,745 the 
previous year – an increase of 
3,442 cases or nearly 40 per cent. 

according to Pheaktra, the 
ministry has 1,200 forest rang-
ers, and throughout last year, 
they conducted a total of 27,588 
patrols compared with 24,048 
in 2019, an increase of 3,540.

Pheaktra pointed out the 
obvious correlation between 
the increase in patrols con-
ducted and the increase in the 
number of crackdowns, saying 
this demonstrated that rang-
ers were not just patrolling for 
show but actively engaged in 
law enforcement duties.

He said most of the crimes 
that forest rangers tackled were 
illegal logging, poaching of wild 
animals through hunting or 
traps and illegal encroachment 
on protected forest lands.

among the natural resource-
related crimes recorded last year, 
605 cases were sent to court, 857 
resulted in fines, and 2,946 cases 
were resolved with authorities 
educating offenders and requir-
ing them to sign a pledge not to 

repeat their violations.
Pheaktra noted that rangers 

had confiscated over 4,000 
chainsaws last year, an 
increase of about 500 from 
the previous year.   

“The unwavering vigilance 
of our brave forest rangers as 
they venture out into the wild 
to defend Cambodia’s natural 
resources and environment 
from those who would so cal-
lously pillage them for profit 
deserves special recognition 
and praise,” he said.

He added that 43,270 traps 
were removed from protected 
areas in 2020 – an increase of 
nearly 4,000 over the previous 
year, in which 39,382 traps 
were neutralised. 

Last year saw rangers 
impound 215 offending cars, 
611 home-made trucks and 
590 motorcycles, Pheaktra 
said. rangers also seized 737 
guns and 2,718 cubic metres 
of illegally sourced wood.

Pheaktra said his purpose in 
highlighting these statistics 
was to demonstrate in a tangi-
ble way the great successes 
achieved by forest rangers in 
2020 as part of the ministry’s 
stepped-up efforts to put a 
stop to forestry crimes. 

“Law enforcement in Cam-
bodia is increasing in effec-
tiveness from year to year, 
including the forest rangers. It 
now can be said that large-
scale forestry crimes are no 
longer taking place in the 
manner they once did, and the 

government has been able to 
assert far more control over 
the more remote forest areas,” 
Pheaktra said. 

He said the authorities will 
keep exploring new ways to 
assist law enforcement and 
that technology – such as the 
use of drones to monitor 
remote areas – could be a key 
factor in putting a stop to 
deforestation completely.

Kroeung Tola, an environ-
mental activist in Mondulkiri 
province, said although the 
situation appeared to be 
improved greatly from past 
years, the reality is that there 
is still logging and deforesta-
tion taking place discreetly.  

“We see that crimes are still 
being committed, logging is 
still going on, mines are being 
dug and natural resources are 
still being lost. They don’t do it 
on a large scale and clear one 
big chunk of forest with a big 
group or heavy equipment 
anymore – now they spread it 
out to avoid detection. 

“So what they are doing is 
sending out a lot of smaller 
groups of workers to fell trees in 
many different places instead of 
working together in one spot. 

“The bottom line is that the 
methods are different but the 
end result is the same: wide-
spread deforestation,” Tola 
said.

www.phnompenhpost.com
check the post website 
for breaking news

Workers walk out, protest unpaid benefits
Long Kimmarita

W
OrKErS at two 
factories – one 
in Pursat prov-
ince and the 

other in Phnom Penh – staged 
protests on january 12 and 14 
respectively to demand se-
niority payments and other 
benefits.

In Phnom Penh, more than 
1,000 workers of ying Hy 
Garment Co, Ltd, in Stung 
Meanchey commune’s Trea 
village protested after the 
factory delayed issuing their 
seniority payments again, al-
legedly breaking a promise 
made earlier this month. 

Bronh Chanty, one of the 
protesting workers, said: “We 
demand the seniority pay-
ments for 2019 and 2020. 
The company had promised 
to give us the payments this 
year, citing the Covid-19 crisis 
as reason [for the delay]. 

“But now the factory has 
announced that it decided to 
delay the payments to work-
ers indefinitely,” she said.

Separately in Pursat prov-
ince’s Krakor district, nearly 
5,000 factory workers of 
Taieasy International Co, Ltd, 
in anlong Tnort commune’s 
Tonsay Koul village protested 
on january 12 to demand se-
niority pay and annual leave 
compensation.

The workers blocked off a 
section of national road 5 
where the factory stands, but 
later called off the protest 

after the company agreed to 
meet some of their demands.

anlong Tnort commune 
chief Pon Lay told The Post 
on january 13: “I do not know 
why the workers protested 
for this money [seniority pay 
and annual leave compensa-
tion], but they stopped pro-
testing after an intervention 

by Pursat provincial gover-
nor Mao Thornin,” he said.

Kol Bunthoeun, acting 
director of the provincial 
Department of Labour and 
Vocational Training, told 
The Post on january 13 that 
the workers’ claim for se-
niority payment was invalid 
because the labour ministry 

had already suspended it.
as for the claim for annual 

leave compensation, he said 
that in general, the law does 
not require factories to pay in 
cash for workers’ remaining 
annual leave. a factory must 
allow workers to carry forward 
their balance of the 18 days 
annual leave to the next year.

However, he said that due to 
the practice of some factories 
not setting a specific period or 
deadline for workers to clear  
carried-forward annual leave, 
these factories have been 
compensating workers for 
their annual leave balance.

“according to the minis-
try’s policy, [factories are] not 

required to pay [workers] in 
cash, but the factory must ar-
range one and a half days off 
per month for workers. 

“Some factories did not 
make this arrangement to en-
sure workers meet their [ex-
pected] productivity. Thus, 
it became a habit [for these] 
factories to pay the workers 
instead. When the factory 
could not provide the com-
pensation, workers walked 
out in protest,” he said.

according to Bunthoeun, 
Taieasy International offered 
to pay compensation for the 
annual leave balance of the 
workers on january 15, to 
which the workers agreed and 
decided to stop the protest.

Collective union of Move-
ment of Workers president 
Pav Sina told The Post on jan-
uary 14 that the protests are 
not against the law because 
the workers who face liveli-
hood problems were asking 
the factories to consider giv-
ing them the benefits. 

“I would like to request fac-
tories which are able to pay 
seniority payments or sever-
ance pay to do so in order to 
prevent workers from protest-
ing. [This is] because the fac-
tories [had promised] to pro-
vide these benefits,” he said.

Labour ministry spokes-
man Heng Sour told The Post 
on january 14 that the min-
istry is coordinating to solve 
the dispute between ying Hy 
Garment Co, Ltd, workers 
and their employer.

workers protest in front of their factory in phnom penh’s Meanchey district on thursday. heng chivoan



Meridian international 
Holding and Thalias 
Hospitality Group 
kicked off the new  

year by announcing their strategic 
partnership. The fruit of this collabo-
ration is a seamless dining  
experience, which will be a show-
piece at the Flatiron by Meridian.

Flatiron by Meridian will be 
the perfect place to indulge in a 
vast array of culinary choices, as 
Thalias Hospitality Group will be 
the sole provider of a holistic dining 
experience to all consumers in this 
development. 

The food and beverage establish-
ments offered in Flatiron by Merid-
ian by the Group promise to provide 
consumers with a plethora of dining 
options and excellent service.

Several celebrated brands under 
the Group will be housed in Flatiron 
by Meridian, such as the all-time 
favourite Khéma, famous for its 
free-flow offerings, as well as Khéma 
Go, which will offer a range of 
bakery, viennoiseries, savouries and 
beverages.

The Group has also created the 
Siena restaurant & Wine Bar – a 
new restaurant concept that is set to 
debut in this landmark development 
in Phnom Penh City Centre. 

This new upscale food collective, 
will surely be the top choice for din-
ers looking for quality cuisine in a 
social and relaxed atmosphere.

Thalias Hospitality Group’s delec-
table offerings are not limited to just 
consumers at its establishments in 
Flatiron by Meridian. 

Guests staying at the apart’Hotels 
managed by Citadines will also en-
joy the scrumptious fare provided by 
the Group in the form of breakfast 
and room service dining options.

“Having a renowned F&B group 
like Thalias partner with us is fur-
ther affirmation of the formidable 
reputation Flatiron by Meridian has 
accrued. 

“especially in today’s climate, we 
find it refreshing for two organisa-
tions to consider ways to elevate and 
support one another by leverag-
ing on our combined strengths, 
expertise, resources to deliver and 
enhance the guest experience in the 
dining options offered by the Group 
in Flatiron by Meridian. 

“We are delighted to embark on a 
new milestone together by sharing 
the same strategic planning, which 
further deepens our collaboration, 
both now and in the future. 

“it surely helps us enrich our 
businesses as well as provide newer 
services together by enhancing 
Meridian international Holding’s 
competitive edge in Cambodia and 
allowing us to contribute to the 
continued economic growth in this 
Kingdom,” said Murray Ko, CeO of 
the Meridian Group.

“Meticulous focus on consistency 
of quality, service, investment in 
personal development and social re-
sponsibility are values that brought 
us together, Murray and i. Partner-
ing together through the Flatiron by 
Meridian project was obvious almost 
from the first day we met. 

“Together, we are confident 
that our collaboration will delight 
discerning travellers and guests who 
want the best in dining matched 
with outstanding hospitality. To a 
wider extent, i believe that this new 

partnership will flourish with new 
opportunities for both our groups,” 
said arnaud darc, CeO of Thalias 
Hospitality Group.

About Thalias  
Hospitality Group

established in 1997, Thalias 
Hospitality Group has founded some 
of Phnom Penh’s most renowned 
restaurants, delis and bakeries that 
serve excellent cuisine delivered with 
outstanding hospitality. 

Founded by CeO arnaud darc 24 
years ago – with the first in the line 
of many food establishments being 
the opening of Topaz restaurant 
– the Group has now extended its 
focus beyond just eateries. 

in addition to creating Malis and 
Khéma, Thalias Hospitality Group 
offers operational consulting and 
runs a multi-faceted catering and 
events business. 

in addition to its foothold in 
Phnom Penh, the Group also has 

operations in Siem reap provid-
ing exceptional fare and first-rate 
service. 

With its solid grounding in the 
food and beverage industry, the 
Group has received multiple awards 
and numerous accolades for its 
distinctive style of hospitality. 

Some of the awards and ac-
colades that Thalias Hospitality 
Group has collected over the years 
include “restaurant of the Year in 
Cambodia” by international Travel 

expo, “Table Set-Up Competition” 
by Cambodia restaurant association 
and “Best Hospitality” by Cambo-
dia’s Ministry of Tourism.

About Meridian  
International Holding

Phnom Penh’s property sector is 
reaching world-class standards with 
the help of multi-national developer 
Meridian international Holding. The 
organisation announced its arrival 
in Cambodia capital in a big way 
with its ventures in the textile and 
garment industry before diversify-
ing into property development and 
investments. 

in recent years, the Group  
has developed industrial parks, 
residential and commercial  
properties. Casa by Meridian  
and Skylar by Meridian were  
the Group’s first few statements  
of intent in developing world- 
class commercial and residential  
properties in Cambodia. 

With the arrival of Flatiron by 
Meridian, an ambitious 41-storey 
building located in Phnom Penh City 
Centre – the capital’s new central 
business district area – the Group 
has reached new heights in its ever 
flourishing property development 
endeavours. 

Meridian International Holding and Thalias 
Hospitality Group form partnership
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Khéma is famous for its free-flow offerings. 

Arnaud Darc, CEO of Thalias Hospitality Group (left) and Murray Ko, CEO of the Meridian Group. 

Flatiron by Meridian will be the perfect place to indulge in a vast array of culinary choices with the partnership Thalias Hospitality Group. 

Siena Restaurant Wine & Bar is a new restaurant concept. 
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Kingdom’s bicycle exports top $500M
Hin Pisei 

C
AMBODIA exported 
bic y c le s  w or t h 
approximately $527 
million to interna-

tional markets last year, up 27 
per cent from 2019. 

This establishes Cambodia 
as the No1 country in ASEAN 
and No5 globally for bicycle ex-
ports, according to data from 
the Ministry of Commerce.

Cambodia’s target markets 
for bicycles include the US, 
Germany, Sweden, Belgium, 
Canada, the UK, Denmark, 
Australia, Austria, the Nether-
lands, Czech Republic, Italy, 
Colombia, Korea and Spain. 

Bicycles imported to Cam-
bodia in 2020 totaled to $8.38 
million, with demand down 
19.33 per cent overall. Cam-
bodia’s bicycle imports came 
chiefly from Japan, China, 
Taiwan, Vietnam, Thailand 
and the US.

Commerce ministry spokes-
man Seang Thay said the con-
tinuous increase in bicycle 
exports from Cambodia to in-
ternational markets is due to 
the country’s political stability 

and pro-business laws and 
regulatory environment along 
with an abundance of young 
workers, which all combine to 
create favourable investment 
conditions for the manufacturers.   

He added that in addition to 
these favourable conditions, 

Cambodia is also a member of 
the World Trade Organisation, 
a member of ASEAN and party 
to several regional and sub-
regional trade agreements.

Thay noted that included 
among those trade agree-
ments is Cambodia’s free 

trade deal (FTA) with China. 
“Cambodia has just recently 

reached a bilateral FTA with 
China and is negotiating bi-
lateral free trade agreements 
with many other countries 
around the world,” Thay said. 

According to Thay, there 

are currently five bicycle as-
sembly plants in Cambodia 
– A and J (Cambodia) Co, Ltd; 
Speedtech Industrial Co, Ltd; 
Smart Tech (Cambodia) Co, 
Ltd; Xds Bicycle (Cambodia) 
Co, Ltd; and Evergrand Bicy-
cle (Cambodia) Co, Ltd. 

Hong Vanak, director of 
Royal Academy of Cambo-
dia’s International Economics 
Department, told The Post on 
January 14 that revenue from 
bicycle exports to interna-
tional markets was contribut-
ing to the country’s economic 
growth through taxes and 
creating jobs for the people. 

Bicycles remain consistent-
ly in high demand in many 
parts of the world.

“The production and export 
of bicycles from Cambodia 
to international markets will 
continue to increase further 
in 2021. However, manufac-
turers must also pay more at-
tention to quality to be able 
to meet the market demand 
of buyers,” he said.

Lim Heng, vice-president of 
the Cambodian Chamber of 
Commerce, said the growth of 
bicycle exports from Cambodia 

in 2020 could also be influenced 
by the spread of Covid-19. 

“Social distancing means 
that less people are using pub-
lic transportation, for one. And 
more people may be inclined 
to choose bicycling as a fitness 
activity because it can be done 
solo and it takes place out-
doors, which lowers the risk of 
Covid-19 infection, especially 
as compared to going to a gym. 

“So the overall result has 
been a steady increase in de-
mand for bicycles,” he said.

Lim Heng asserted that 
the export of bicycles from 
Cambodia to international 
markets will also continue to 
grow because bicycle use in 
developed countries is trend-
ing upwards as an increased 
awareness of and concern for 
the environment is evident 
with the younger generation.

According to Bike-EU.com, 
a website specialising in the 
EU’s bicycle industry, Cam-
bodia has been the leading 
supplier of bicycles to the 
EU since 2017, overtaking 
Taiwan who had held the top 
position for more than two 
decades prior.
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Trading informaTion on Cambodia SeCuriTieS exChange

Auction Trading Method (ATM)

no SToCk CloSing PriCe oPening PriCe high low

1 ABC 16,780 16,840 16,840 16,700

2 GTI 3,400 3,400 3,400 3,400

3 PAS 14,000 14,020 14,020 13,700

4 PEPC 2,810 2,800 2,810 2,800

5 PPAP 11,500 11,500 11,600 11,500

6 PPSP 1,290 1,200 1,290 1,190

7 PWSA 6,200 6,200 6,220 6,200

Date: January 14, 2021

Continued from page 1

policy defines three main objec-
tives – first, to transform from 
subsistence to commercial cas-
sava production, where the 
profitability of farmers is 
enhanced, generating incomes 
in the contexts of price volatility, 
sustainable land use and cli-
mate-smart agriculture,” he said. 

“Second, to support active 
processors and attract invest-
ment to produce value-added 
cassava-based products to 
supply diverse markets.

“And third, to enhance trade 
competitiveness by turning 
from market access to market 
presence, improving trade 
facilitation and reducing 
trade-related costs,” he said.  

In 2018, the Kingdom pro-
duced 13,750,076 tonnes of 
cassava – down slightly from 
13,817,262 tonnes in 2017 
despite cultivation increasing 
six per cent year-on-year from 
612,861ha to 650,310ha, agri-

culture ministry data show.
Exports of dried cassava 

and flour in 2019 amounted 
to 3.29 million tonnes, worth 
more than $26.4 million and 
up 27 per cent from 2018’s 2.59 
million tonnes, according to 
the report.

Combined exports of fresh 
and dried cassava in 2019 
exceeded 6.93 million tonnes, 
which Sorasak estimated to be 
worth more than $1.9 billion. 
Estimates for last year indicate 
that combined exports topped 
seven million tonnes.

The UNDP reported that a 
public investment package of 
nearly $296 million is needed 
for the development of the 
nation’s cassava sector, citing 
a lack of focus on domestic 
processing.

The report said Cambodia’s 
main cassava export destina-
tions are Thailand, Vietnam, 
China, the Netherlands, Czech 
Republic, Canada, Italy, India 
and Pakistan.

Cassava exports exceed 
seven tonnes, near $2B

Tourism promoted amid downturn
Thou Vireak 

CAMBODIA and nine other 
ASEAN member states signed a 
protocol to amend the bloc’s 
Mutual Recognition Agreement 
(MRA) last week in Thailand 
with the aim of enhancing tour-
ism expertise in the region.

Commercial attache Heng 
Sovannarith, representing 
Cambodian ambassador Ouk 
Sophoan, presided over the 
signing of the protocol on 
January 5.

In 2012, the 10 ASEAN mem-
ber states signed the agree-
ment to facilitate the mobilisa-
tion of tourism professionals 
and the exchange of informa-
tion on best practices in edu-
cation and vocational training 
based on their skills.

The accord also sought to 
provide opportunities for 
cooperation and capacity 
building across the ASEAN 
region, according to the Cam-
bodian embassy in Thailand.

Top Sopheak, spokesman for 
the Cambodian Ministry of 

Tourism, told The Post that the 
agreement was made in a bid 
to exchange experiences in the 
tourism sector among mem-
bers for their mutual benefit. 

“Through the MRA, tourism 
professionals from each 

ASEAN member state regularly 
hold events such as seminars 
and consultations to share 
new ideas to improve skills for 
individuals and employers in 
the industry,” he said.

Thourn Sinan, chairman of 

the Pacific Asia Travel Associa-
tion Cambodia Chapter 
(PATA), welcomed the amend-
ment of the MRA, applauding 
the region’s mutual support in 
the tourism sector while call-
ing for more action.

“ASEAN member states should 
cooperate more to develop a 
mutual vision that facilitates 
greater progress. What I see 
most from ASEAN is only on 
paper, while actual implemen-
tation is less,” he said.

The Cambodian embassy said 
the amended agreement would 
recognise 32 types of jobs in the 
hotel and tourism services 
industries as topics for shared 
discussions, as well as assist 
with organising tourism indus-
try-related events to increase 
the competitiveness of industry 
professionals and promote 
services across the region.

According to a report from 
the tourism ministry, 1,286,074 
international tourists visited 
Cambodia in the first 11 months 
of last year, down 78.2 per cent 
from 5,898,130 in 2019.

Tourists approach Angkor Wat in Siem Reap province. International 
visitors to the Kingdom dropped 78 per cent last year. HONG MENEA

Cambodia led ASEAN nations in exports of bicycles last year, ranking 5th in the world. POST STAff

USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,066 1.2672 6.4632 104.01 4.0360 1.3256 30.00 0.7766 1.2160 1.3656
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nGO partner 
promotes best 
practices for 
rubber farms
Thou Vireak

T
HE General Director-
ate of rubber under 
the Ministry of ag-
riculture, Forestry 

and Fisheries and World Wide 
Fund for nature-Cambodia 
(WWF-Cambodia) have an-
nounced their cooperation to 
build a multilateral partner-
ship for transparent and sus-
tainable natural rubber sup-
ply chains in the Kingdom.

WWF-Cambodia country 
director Seng Teak and rubber 
directorate director-general 
Pol Sopha signed a memoran-
dum of understanding (Mou) 
on january 12. 

a press release from WWF-
Cambodia noted that the 
Mou established a frame-
work where all parties share 
knowledge and information 
on sustainable rubber pro-
duction and contribute to 
policies pertaining to natural 
rubber supply chains. 

The Mou also aims to pro-
vide opportunities for capac-
ity building in sustainable 

practices and fostering partic-
ipation from small businesses 
in protecting the community’s 
natural resources, it said. 

Funded by the German gov-
ernment’s Federal Ministry of 
Economic Cooperation and De-
velopment through aid agency 
Welthungerhilfe, the multilat-
eral partnership platform also 
incorporates other Southeast 
asian countries including Thai-
land and Myanmar.

During three years of co-
operation in Cambodia, par-
ticipants have included the 
government, nGOs, private 
sector investors and small-
scale rubber producers in 
Mondulkiri province, pro-
moting sustainable rubber 
production and contributing 
to the livelihoods of indig-
enous famers and labourers.

Teak said promoting respon-
sible practices by small rub-
ber plantations in Cambodia 
would create jobs and incomes 
for local communities and 
reduce pressures on natural 
resources by optimising use of 
land and preventing illegal en-

croachment on forests.
“The Mou signing ceremo-

ny today has opened a new 
charter for WWF-Cambodia 
in its efforts to work in part-
nership with relevant techni-
cal and responsible govern-
ment agencies,” he said. 

Currently, 100 small rubber 
producers from five Commu-
nity Protected areas adjacent 
to the WWF- supported Srepok 
Wildlife Sanctuary were already 
involved in the programme, 

and the aim is to reach three 
times as many by 2022.

Sopha of the rubber direc-
torate said: “Building capacity 
and providing technical skills 
to small plantation owners 
and the officials in the sector, 
combined with active par-
ticipation from all key stake-
holders, will contribute to 
sustainable development of 
Cambodia’s rubber industry.”

In order to help guide sus-
tainable practices, govern-

ment offices have partnered 
with WWF-Cambodia and the 
Cambodian rubber research 
Institute to publish and dis-
tribute a technical guidebook 
of good agricultural practices 
pertaining to latex harvesting 
techniques.

The manual has been accom-
panied by training sessions 
including practical demon-
strations and hands-on experi-
ence at rubber plantation sites 
involving 60 small producers 

and officials from 20 provinces 
across the country.

agriculture minister Veng 
Sakhon estimated that rubber 
exports last year amounted to 
340,000 tonnes worth $459 
million. 

Cambodia’s rubber planta-
tions span 401,914ha with in-
dustrial production account-
ing for 60 per cent of the total 
at 240,811ha and family farms 
at 161,103ha, according to 
Sakhon.

Farmers travel on a rubber plantation in Mondulkiri province. HENG CHIVOaN



Sangeetha Amarthalingam

A 
COLD wind sweeps through 
the streets of Boeung Trabek 
on an early January morn-
ing as buyers and traders 

engage in commerce under bright 
blue skies.

From a distance, the scene of the 
market complex where local wares 
entice shoppers is colourful and vi-
brant.

Just before it lies its former exten-
sion, now occupied by an abandoned 
massive mixed development project 
that looms above the market din.

The $250 million Sino Plaza, once 
prophesied as the largest integrated 
complex in Phnom Penh largely due 
to its extensive onsite facilities, was 
so promising that it was to be built 
by one of the biggest contractors in 
the world by revenue, China State 
Engineering Co Ltd.

It would feature a 43-storey office 
block, two 42-storey condo towers, 
and a 36-storey building that would 
house a five-star hotel, shopping 
complex and cinema.

Today, it languishes in quiet dis-
comfort within a bustling ambience. 
Its half-finished minarets poke holes 
in the sky, with scaffolding and blue 
tarpaulins still attached to the upper 
portions of the grey structure.

“There has been no activity for 
more than two years. I don’t know 
why it stopped,” said a man who has 
taken advantage of the complex’s 
five-foot-way, just inches from a 
rope that runs the length of the 
ground floor to keep people out.

He earns a negligible income 
pumping motorcycle tyres with air, 
a job he has been doing for the past 
year. “Only the cleaner and security 
guard are here most times,” he said, 
sitting back down in his lazy chair 
shaded by an umbrella.

But the project is far from over, 
apparently. According to cashier 
Sopheap, employed by the project 
developer China-based Cambodian 
Natural Lucky Real Estate Invest-
ment Co Ltd, her manager, Zhang 
Sun Li, will return from China in 
April to submit a revised design plan 
to the government.

“There was a problem with the de-
sign. I don’t exactly know what it is 
but the company was about to hand 
in a new design when Covid-19 hit. 

Many of our managers who went 
back to China for the Chinese New 
Year last year are still not back yet,” 
she told The Post via telephone.

Asked if the company had run into 
money troubles, she apologetically 
said she has no knowledge of it al-
though she joined two years ago 
when the construction was “in the 
midst of stopping”.

“Despite that, we have been re-
ceiving our salaries every month,” 
Sopheap said.

The lack of activity at development 
sites are raising questions in terms of 
their viability in the face of Covid-19.

One of them is Shanghai-listed 

Guangzhou Yuetai Group Co Ltd’s 
wholly-owned subsidiary Yuetai 
Cambodia International Investment 
Co Ltd, whose projects, Yuetai The 
Garden Residence and Phnom Penh 
Harbour, reduced activity in the 
past year.

“Of course we are not bankrupt,” a 
staff member retorted, when asked.

“Yes, we won’t say that our finances 
are fully secure but daily operations 
are smooth. In fact, my Cambodian 
colleagues and I get our salaries on 
time,” said the staff member, who 
declined to be named as he is not 
authorised to speak to the media.

However, he explained that many 

Chinese developers are struggling 
with financing due to the slow outflow 
of money from China while Cambo-
dian banks are wary when reviewing 
financing applications for projects.

“It is the same in China. Many de-
velopers there are also facing fund-
ing problems,” he said.

He attributed the talk of bankrupt-
cy to people not knowing the real 
situation of the company just be-
cause construction was not robust.

That said, the group has had to re-
jig its plan by speeding up one part 
of its Phase Four development of 
600 condominium units and shop-
houses within the multi-million 
dollar Phnom Penh Harbour project 
located on the Riverside, to cater to 
domestic demand.

It is a strategic marketing move 
after the fall in foreign demand, as 
tourist numbers plunged on the 
back of Covid-19, he said, adding 
that other developers were employ-
ing similar tactics. 

Priced between $100,000 and $1 
million for three-storey shophous-
es, and $30,000 and $50,000 for con-
dominium units, sales which began 
in June 2020 have been encourag-
ing and helped recoup some of the 
group’s lost earnings.

It is learnt that construction was 
to begin with Phase Two condomin-
iums that were going for $100,000 to 
$200,000 in early 2020, as the econ-
omy was strong at that time.

“We could not sell like that as the 
situation was bad to offer units at 
that price. Hence, the construction 
of the [lower priced] units which we 
will be handed over by the end of the 
year,” said the staff member.

The shophouses which are 90 per 
cent complete will be ready by the 
end of this January. “We are com-
mitted to meeting our pledge to our 
customers and Cambodia.”

Capital outflow curbed
Chinese real estate developers 

have been impacted like all devel-
opers this year, but because their 
target audiences have traditionally 
been focused in their home mar-
kets, the lack of international travel, 
combined with geo-political factors 
and the slowdown in the Chinese 
economy, means that fewer Chinese 
buyers are in the Cambodian mar-
ket right now, said CBRE Cambodia 
managing director James Hodge.

An affiliate of US-based CBRE 
Group Inc, the Cambodian unit has 
noted that some Chinese developers 
have pivoted towards the domestic 
market and as such, are growing 
their local sales teams and putting 
more resources into marketing.

For others, the situation has been 
coupled with disruption to construc-
tion supply chains which has slowed 
their projects, and key personnel im-
pacted by travel disruption.

“It is clear that domestic Chinese 
issues have also been a factor for 
some Chinese developers, but in 
most parts they are not particularly 
dissimilar to other foreign develop-
ers active in the Cambodian mar-
ket, it is just that they form a larger 
proportion of the supply and have 
a number of large scale, prominent 
projects which are a focus for atten-
tion,” Hodge said.

Still, the impact on the finances of 
overseas developers is stark. More so 

Quarter-on-Quarter changes
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Reeling in Cambodia’s real estate sector

The real estate sector has backed the Cambodian economy for the last few years. post staff

a new norm sets the scene but risks continue to play out in the background

Source: CBRE data, Fourth Quarter 2020 Report
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for some China-based firms which 
suffered from the constriction of 
capital outflows by China beginning 
2016 and further tightened last year 
in a move to keep the Chinese yuan 
within the country to stimulate the 
economy.

A common characteristic of some 
real estate developers including 
Cambodian firms is to fund their own 
projects through internal financing.

While local firms are able to contin-
ue construction even during the peak 
of the pandemic, foreign-backed 
projects were hit hard, no thanks to 
the drop in construction material im-
ports and reduced foreign labour.

This could mean lower investments 
from Chinese firms in the real estate 
and construction sector, which up to 
the first quarter of 2020 constituted 
half of the total Chinese foreign direct 
investment (FDI)in Cambodia.

Simon Griffiths, managing direc-
tor of The Mall Company, believed 
that investor and investment proj-
ect characteristics will change.

“FDI inflow from China will be 
tightened and it is already happen-
ing and is apparent, so it will have a 
big impact on the real estate sector. 
Also, the FDI sources that do ar-
rive may be from companies with 
more extensive experience, having 
the effect of improving the quality 
of investment projects in the King-
dom,” he said.

He recalled that the current sce-
nario was similar to the first wave of 
investment in real estate from South 
Korea prior to the global financial 
crises in 2008.

“This first wave of investment was 
followed by stronger regulations in 
South Korea to regulate the FDI out-
flow. The real estate sector remained 
steady, but it slowed down after the 
tightening of regulations then stayed 
put and rebounded quickly after the 
global financial crises abated.

“That will happen with this situation 
much as it did before,” Griffiths said.

Cambodian Investment Manage-
ment Co Ltd CEO Anthony Galliano 
believed that in three years, the current 
recessionary period will be “forgotten 
anxious memories” and Chinese in-
vestment would rebound strongly.

Although, he reckoned that every-
one is probably in for a “pretty rough 
time for a good deal of this year”.

“I expect the vision for Siha-
noukville as a major gambling hub 
in Southeast Asia would be eventu-
ally realised,” he said, adding that 
the present landscape of unfinished 
and empty buildings to “unfortu-
nately” persist throughout the year.

Galliano viewed the current lull as 
an aberration and foresees a return 
of Chinese nationals as investors 
and residents, as well as a boom in 
tourism, primarily to what should be 
a mostly completed Sihanoukville 
sometime next year.

“The dip should be temporary as 
China’s investment blueprint for 
Cambodia, whether infrastructure, 
special economic zones or commer-
cial and residential developments, 
is [likely to] remain intact, given the 
strategic importance of the relation-
ship between them,” he said.

“Keep a watchful eye”
Accordingly, the real estate sector 

and construction is one of the stron-
gest economic segments in Cambo-
dia, if not the strongest. Last May, 
the World Bank revealed that this 
segment was the largest engine of 
growth in years leading up to 2019.

It contributed more than one third 
of gross domestic product (GDP) 
growth.

But construction investment, 
CBRE said, fell 25 per cent year-on-
year to $7 billion from January to 
November in 2020, which the World 
Bank had previously cautioned 
could have an indirect effect on the 
financial and banking sector.

“The tapering of capital inflows 
is triggering the easing of real es-
tate market prices, likely ending the 
construction boom. With the cur-
rent large outstanding credit to the 
construction, real estate, and mort-
gage sector, non-performing loans 
(NPLs) are expected to rise,” the in-
ternational financial institution said 
in its economic update in May.

The share of outstanding bank 
credit, excluding microfinance and 
shadow banking credits, financing 
to the combined construction, real 
estate, and mortgage businesses rose 
31.1 per cent to a record $7.7 billion 
or 28.6 per cent of GDP in 2019.

In that same year, International 
Transaction Reporting System data 
showed FDI inflow to the real estate 
sector alone in Cambodia stood at 
$437.3 million, some 59 per cent of 
that from China, Singapore (15.2 per 
cent) and other countries (26 per 
cent), said National Bank of Cambo-
dia (NBC).

In its 2019 Annual Supervision Re-
port on the performance of banks and 
financial institutions, NBC noted that 
the sector was prone to risks and found 
that it had “grown rapidly and highly 
exposed” to the banking system.

As of December 31, 2019, credit 
growth to real estate sector was at 
37.9 per cent in the banking sector 
and 12.3 per cent in the microfi-
nance sector.

Looking at market share, real es-
tate credit owned 24.8 per cent of 
the total credit portfolio in the bank-
ing system, of which banks made up 
97 per cent and the remainder by 
microfinance institutions.

Credits to real estate sector con-
sisted of real estate activities, con-
struction and owner-occupied 
housing, whereby real estate ac-
tivities were at the highest demand 
compared to the rest.

“These credits expanded at respec-
tive rates of 41.7 per cent, 43.3 per 
cent and 27.6 per cent for owner-oc-
cupied housing, real estate activities 
and construction,” NBC stated.

But this is a given, Galliano indi-
cated, seeing that Cambodia is a 
“darling” investment destination 
due to its consistent strong growth 
in Asia. “Investments have poured 
into the real estate sector at a fran-
tic, if not sustainable pace.”

Although overseas developer 
projects are not financed by the lo-
cal banking sector directly, the end 
buyer market to some extent tapped 
local banks through home loans, 
which now comprise 50 per cent of 
consumer loans.

The industry has been touting 
consistent sales and relatively stable 
pricing, prevailing during difficult 
economic times but low occupancy 
is an unfolding challenge and risk 
for investment properties.

“[Therefore] a watchful eye on 
unfinished developments [where 
buyers who are largely financing 
the projects through presales] and 
large scale developments that the 
financial sector is partially financ-
ing through end-buyer home loans, 
especially those where buyers an-
ticipate repayment of home loans 
through rental cash flows [is need-
ed],” he said.

He also pointed out the potential 
drop in asset prices as another risk, 
following the ebb and flow of Chi-
nese investment as a result of the 
online gambling ban, Covid-19 and 
the exodus of Chinese nationals.

Similarly, economist Dr Chheng 
Kimlong warned that particular 
attention should be paid to the re-
liance on foreign capital inflow 
through commercial banks that 
are generally associated with credit 
crunch situations and high NPLs by 
real estate developers.

Though he did not elaborate, 
Kimlong said unlike other countries 
of similar size and development 
level, the real estate sector growth 
in Cambodia has been bolstered by 
domestic capital.

Separately, concerns also sur-
round funds provided by developers 
to buyers which is unregulated by 
the NBC. As it falls within the ambit 
of the Ministry of Economy and Fi-
nance, the NBC has limited data on 
this sector’s comings and goings.

Unnerving, the lack of transparen-
cy has often irked the central bank 
which has termed it under shadow 
banking activities.

It is yet to be seen how the new-
ly-established Non-Bank Financial 
Services Authority controls and 
manages non-banking regulators 

such as insurance, private pensions, 
securities, social security, project-
bidding management, accounting 
and auditing, real estate and mort-
gages.

In March 2020, as Covid-19 pum-
meled the economy, the central 
bank instituted monetary measures 
including a debt restructuring policy 
that will last till June this year which 
has so far helped to keep NPL low, 
coming in at an overall 2.42 per cent 
as of September last year, Credit Bu-
reau of Cambodia (CBC) stated.

From the debt restructuring activ-
ity, mortgages emerged as the third 
largest portion at $457.9 million, after 
small business loans ($2.5 billion) and 
personal finance ($594.4 million).

CBC data also showed that out of 
the three products – personal loan, 
credit card and mortgage, NPL on 
credit card was the highest at 5.21 
per cent whereas mortgage was the 
lowest at 1.5 per cent in that period.

A looming bubble burst?
But this does not indemnify the 

financing risks in the real estate sec-
tor. Worse still, warnings of a prop-
erty bubble due to a surge in land 
prices and a sudden cooling as well 
as disproportionate supply to de-
mand, all of which is effected by the 
pandemic, might cause it to burst.

A quick check on CBRE’s statistics 
showed that nearly 41,400 square me-
tres of office space was added in the 
last quarter of 2020, total condomin-
ium units grew 3.75 per cent quarter-
on-quarter to 25,914 units while ser-
viced apartments inched up 112 units 
to 2,951 units in that period.

By the end of this year, some 13,016 
condominium units will likely make 
it into the market, pushing supply 

up by 17.6 per cent, although prices 
are expected to be lower by an aver-
age of seven per cent.

According to Hodge, the real es-
tate market has been growing at a 
rapid pace for quite some time. With 
significant increases in supply, dif-
ficulties emerge in the market as 
there becomes an overhang of space 
and prices have to adjust in order to 
stimulate demand.

The effect of Covid-19 has acceler-
ated the market cycle for some sec-
tors, pushing them into a downward 
trajectory at a faster pace than if the 
pandemic had not affected consum-
er and business confidence.

He contends that prices were 
moderating for much of 2020, but 
he would not call it a “bursting of a 
bubble”.

“It is a market correction and this 
is a normal part of the real estate 
market cycle. It is difficult for many 
developers and investors, [however] 
many of the fundamentals in the 
market remain robust – particularly 
the apparent level of liquidity in the 
banking sector,” Hodge said.

Questions to Ministry of Land 
Management and Urban Planning 
spokesman Seng Lot were ignored.

Moving on, CBRE’s Hodge said the 
current market cycle has brought 
about a few trends, not least a re-
duction in the demand for space 
from foreign investors.

Some of these might return when 
travel gets back to normal but for now, 
developers have to review, revise and 
re-strategise their projects in order to 
continue to dispose of units.

As for growth, a broad-based re-
covery this year seems unlikely, he 
said, but expects improvement in 
certain sectors, particularly in the 
residential and hospitality sectors 
once travel becomes easier.

“The recovery in economic growth 
can help the office and retail sectors, 
but both are forecast to be subject to 
major increases in supply of various 
formats, which will temper any re-
covery somewhat,” he added.

For The Mall’s Griffith, Cambodia is 
no exception to the takings from 2020 
which has taught nations to be reliant 
on themselves, diversify and strength-
en their own local economies.

While margins may not be as lu-
crative or developments not as 
glamorous, the emerging middle-
class is an under represented demo-
graphic in real estate. As such, the 
affordable housing, borey projects 
and affordable condominiums are 
good investments.

“There will also be many great 
opportunities for cash investors in-
cluding distressed assets that need 
to be sold or liquidated quickly. 
Cash buyers can pick up assets at 
prices that were not possible pre-
pandemic,” he said.

Source: CBRE data, Fourth Quarter 2020 Report

Source: CBRE data, Fourth Quarter 2020 Report



NothiNg spoils a motorist’s 
day like a flat battery or a 
punctured tyre bringing a 
journey to an unexpected 

halt, and this experience is further 
exacerbated in Cambodia due to 
the few roadside assistance services 
available. 

But this is changing, with local 
online tyre, battery and vehicle  
assistance company Smart Auto 
bringing peace of mind as it taps  
into the opportunities present in a 
nascent market.

“Smart Auto’s customised service 
van – fully equipped with a state-
of-the-art tyre changing and laser 
wheel balancing system – will usu-
ally arrive within 30 to 45 minutes 
depending on traffic conditions. our 
staff will then endeavour to complete 
tyre repairs or battery replacements 
within 15 to 20 minutes depending 
on the extent of service assistance 
required.

“We are the first to offer this kind 
service to the market. While we only 
started operations in June last year, 
and at the height of the Covid-19 
pandemic, the reception we have re-
ceived so far, especially for our mobile 
flat battery and tyre puncture repair 
services, has been very positive,” said 
Chea Vibol, Smart Auto co-founder 
and general manager.

And this is only expected to soar. 
A recent report published by inter-
national market intelligence firm 
Acumen Research and Consulting has 
indicated that the global market size 
for roadside assistance is expected 
to reach $29 billion by 2026, with 
it growing at a compound annual 
growth rate of 3.8 per cent.

With this latest service, Smart Auto 
is transforming the motoring experi-
ence in the Kingdom. 

Set up as an online independent 
tyre and battery retailer to replace 
customers’ tyres and batteries with the 
utmost convenience, the company has 
trust at the heart of its ethos.

“i believe the first thing is gaining 
customer trust and providing satisfac-
tion – and we are doing just that. 
As we build on this, in the future we 

believe we can capture at least 20 per 
cent market share from conventional 
retail stores. 

“We are an independent tyre 
retailer with an online platform on 
which customer can find information 
on all the brands, sizes and prices of 

the tyres they are looking for to meet 
their requirement and budget. 

“After confirming their selection 
and choosing the date, location and 
time best for them, a service van will 
go to the customer to fit the tyres,” 
said Vibol.

As well as empowering consum-
ers to make the best decision by 
delivering the information needed to 
meet their requirements, Smart Auto 
further builds customer trust by of-
fering competitively priced genuine 
products backed by generous peace-
of-mind warranties. 

these range between six months to 
a year for all tyre and battery replace-
ments, depending on the brand.

“tyres need to be replaced every 
70,000 to 90,000 kilometres. how 
to replace them is a big decision for 
vehicle owners as this will impact 
the safety and comfort of drivers 
and their passengers. the life of bat-
teries range from one to two years,” 
Vibol added.

he said the burgeoning online 
retailer is looking to further expand 
its services and the coverage of its 
roadside assistance.

“At present we only offer  
mobile battery and tyre services 
within Phnom Penh between 7am  
to 7pm seven days a week, but we  
are looking to expand beyond our  
service capacity once our mobile  
app is introduced nationwide in  
the near future.

“to make our services more 
accessible to vehicle owners, 
plans are also underway for 
Smart Auto to establish a club 
where members are charged 
an annual subscription fee 
to enjoy the current break-
down services offered as well as 
additional towing and roadside 
assistance services for free,”  
said Vibol.

the young entrepreneur is 
confident that Smart Auto’s 
business model positions 

it for strong growth as the Kingdom 
further embraces digital technology. 

“Consumers these days are looking 
for better and more convenient ways 
to shop, with people switching to 
online and mobile digital platforms. 
And this also includes the purchasing 
of automobile parts such as tyres and 
batteries.

“With the introduction of 5g 
technology, demand will only keep 

growing as customers 
increasingly turn to direct 
shopping online from 
visiting conventional 
retail outlets. 

“And with Smart 
Auto Cambodia con-
tinuing to build trust 
and expand our services, 

we are perfectly 
placed to 

grow 
with it,” 
Vibol 
said. 

Smart Auto: Workshop on wheels 
bringing motorists peace of mind 

Smart Auto’s mobile installation and repair service technicians operate every day between 7am to 7pm; Chea Vibol, co-founder and general manager (inset). SUPPLIED

Batteries and tyres come with six-month to one-year warranties. ADRIAN LEE The mobile workshop provides the utmost convenience for customers. ADRIAN LEE
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motoring 

”
I believe the first thing is 
gaining customer trust and 
providing satisfaction – and 
we are doing just that. We 
believe we can capture at 
least 20 per cent market 
share from retail stores
CHEA VIBOL / CO-FOUNDER



T
here was deep silence on 
the house floor as the gavel 
struck on December 13 her-
alding the second impeach-

ment of US President Donald Trump.
With hands clasped atop a lec-

tern on which rested the results of 
the chamber’s historic vote, Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi announced the charges, 
making Trump the only president in 
US history to be impeached twice, 
this time for “incitement of insurrec-
tion” against the Capitol.

During the document’s subsequent 
sober signing, the mood was a far 
cry from Trump’s first impeachment, 
when Pelosi signed the document 
with multiple pens, distributing them 
to elected Democrats with a smile.

As if to emphasise the occasion’s 
solemnity, Pelosi, who is known for 
her bright suits, opted for the same 
dark outfit she wore for Trump’s first 
impeachment on December 18, 2019 
– a look equally if not more befitting 
a funeral.

The 45th president, she told her col-
leagues, had incited “insurrection” and 
“armed rebellion” in the January 6 attack 
on the US Capitol. Trump, she empha-
sised, “must go, he is a clear and present 
danger to the nation that we all love”.

The violence left five people dead 
and shook the nation to its core.

It was in the same chamber, ex-
actly one week prior, that lawmakers 
were forced to take shelter, lying on 
the ground as pro-Trump demon-
strators tried to force their way in 
through barricaded doors.

Seven days later, the scene was 
much calmer but still markedly ab-
normal: A perceptible hush permeat-
ed the usually bustling marbled cor-
ridors, where statues and paintings 
reference the nation’s storied past.

Armed members of the National 

Guard were omnipresent, having 
spent the night on the ground in the 
building’s famed central rotunda 
and elsewhere in its halls.

In addition to their indoor patrol 
was a massive outdoor presence 
on and surrounding the Capitol’s 
grounds, where armored vehicles 
and concrete barriers framed the 
vast area surrounding “the people’s 
house,” as the building is known.

The Covid-19 pandemic has only 
added an additional unusual element, 
with fewer lawmakers gathered on the 
house floor and the building’s usual 
flurry of activity long stifled since be-
fore the attack.

In the front row as Pelosi an-
nounced the vote’s results was Dem-
ocrat Lisa Blunt rochester standing 
solemn alongside other elected of-
ficials. During the siege, she prayed 

aloud while taking refuge in the 
gallery overlooking the house floor, 
as armed guards tried to prevent 
Trump supporters from entering.

That day’s terrifying memory hung 
in the air during the December 13 
proceedings, but didn’t stop biting ex-
changes and even boos from punctu-
ating lawmakers’ emotional speeches, 
as Trump’s staunchest supporters and 
Democrats butted heads. afp
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world

TehrAN told the UN nuclear 
watchdog on December 13 
that it was advancing research 
on uranium metal produc-
tion, in what would be a fresh 
breach of the limits in Iran’s 
2015 deal with world powers.

The latest move, which 
adds to pressure on US Presi-
dent-elect Joe Biden just days 
before his inauguration, con-
cerns Iran’s plans to conduct 
research on uranium metal 
production at a facility in the 
city of Isfahan.

The Vienna-based Interna-
tional Atomic energy Agency 
(IAeA) said in a statement that 
“Iran informed the Agency in 
a letter on January 13 that 
‘modification and installation 
of the relevant equipment for 
the mentioned r&D activities 
have been already started’”.

Iran says the research is 
aimed at providing advanced 
fuel for a research reactor in 
Tehran.

“Natural uranium will be 
used to produce uranium 
metal in the first stage,” the 
Iranian ambassador to the 
UN in Vienna Kazem Gharib 
Abadi said in a tweet.

The topic is sensitive be-
cause uranium metal can be 

used as a component in nu-
clear weapons and the 2015 
deal contained a 15-year ban 
on “producing or acquiring 
plutonium or uranium met-
als or their alloys”.

After 10 years Iran would 

have been allowed to initiate 
research on producing ura-
nium metal-based fuel “in 
small agreed quantities” but 
only if the other parties to the 
deal had given approval.

In 2018 US President Don-

ald Trump dramatically with-
drew from the deal and went 
on to re-impose crippling 
economic sanctions on Iran.

The following year Tehran 
announced it would start 
breaking the deal’s limits 

on its nuclear activity.
The breaches have included 

exceeding the stockpile limit 
on enriched uranium, en-
riching beyond the permitted 
purity level, and using more 
advanced centrifuges than 
permitted under the deal.

Tensions have increased 
since the assassination in late 
November of Iranian nuclear 
physicist Mohsen Fakhrizadeh.

In the aftermath of the at-
tack, blamed on Israel, hard-
liners in Tehran pledged a re-
sponse and Iran’s parliament 
passed a controversial law 
calling for expanded nuclear 
activity and for an end to 
IAeA inspections.

The law also demanded 
Iran’s Atomic energy Orga-
nization “operate a facility of 
metal uranium production” 
within five months.

Iran says all of its breaches 
of the 2015 deal’s limits are 
reversible, but insists that the 
US has to come back to the 
deal and lift sanctions first.

Biden has signalled he is 
willing to rejoin the pact but 
faces a tight window of op-
portunity between his own 
inauguration and presidential 
elections in Iran in June. afp

US house impeaches Trump again

Iran ups research on uranium metal production

Sentencing  
the accused  
beyond the 
human age
Continued from page 1

scheme fraudster Chamoy 
Thipyaso, who was jailed for 
141,078 years in 1989.

however, she was released 
after only eight years behind 
bars despite having conned some 
members of the royal household.

Spain: Europe’s longest 
Madrid holds the eU record 

for handing down the longest 
prison stretches, often to those 
convicted of Basque or Islam-
ist terror attacks.

Three men were sentenced to 
a total of 120,000 years in jail for 
their part in the 2004 al-Qaida 
Madrid train bombings in which 
193 people were killed.

eTA members have been 
also sentenced to thousands 
of years each including Ines 
del rio Prada, who was sen-
tenced to 3,828 years for her 
part in 24 murders and other 
terrorist acts.

But she was freed in 2013 
after 26 years by the europe-
an Court of human rights 
after a fellow eTA member 
henri “Unai” Parot chal-
lenged his 4,797-year sentence 
for the Zaragoza Barracks 
bombings in 1987.

european law now restricts 
Spain to holding convicted 
criminals for a maximum of 30 
or 40 years depending on when 
they were sentenced.

Tough Turkey  
The sentence handed down 

to televangelist Adnan Oktar 
on Monday is the second 
super-sentence in only a few 
months in Istanbul.

Uzbek terrorist Abdulkadir 
Masharipov got 40 life sen-
tences in September, one for 
each of his victims for a New 
year’s Day massacre at the 
reina nightclub in the city in 
the first minutes of 2017.

he got an additional 1,368 
years for attempting to kill rev-
ellers in the attack claimed by 
the Islamic State.

490 years: Britain’s longest 
The highest British sentence 

was handed down to IrA bomb-
er and sniper Bernard McGinn 
who got 490 years for his part in 
various attacks including the 
Docklands and Baltic exchange 
bombings in London. 

he was arrested by the SAS in 
Crossmaglen but was released 
after serving 16 months in 2000 
under the Good Friday Agree-
ment, which ended the North-
ern Ireland Troubles.

Andrew Aston got 26 life sen-
tences in 2002 for attacking 
elderly and disabled people 
around Birmingham, but his 
terms are concurrent.

The six Irishmen wrongly 
convicted of the 1974 IrA 
bombings in the same city were 
given 21 life sentences, but freed 
16 years later when their convic-
tions were quashed. afp

Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) displays a signed an article of impeachment against President Donald Trump at the U.S. 
Capitol on January 13, 2021 in Washington, DC. afp

 The entrance of the Fordo (Fordow) Uranium Conversion Facility in Qom, in the north of the country. afp
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Philippines detects first case 
of British coronavirus strain

T
he Philippines on December 
13 confirmed its first case of a 
British-identified coronavirus 
mutation that appears to be 

more infectious, as authorities scram-
ble to secure vaccine supplies.

Since taking hold in Britain, the fast-
spreading new variant has been de-
tected in dozens of countries and ter-
ritories globally.

President rodrigo Duterte’s govern-
ment had hoped to keep the mutation 
out by shutting its borders to foreigners 
arriving from more than 30 nations.

Filipinos returning home from coun-
tries on the list are allowed in, but must 
undergo 14-days quarantine even if 

they test negative for Covid-19.
a Filipino businessman who flew to 

the united arab emirates – which is 
not on the list – on December 27 and 
returned to Manila on january 7 tested 
positive for the strain, the health de-
partment said.

he is in a quarantine facility as au-
thorities track down other passengers 
on emirates Flight eK332.

Known contacts of the patient, in-
cluding his travel partner, who tested 
negative, are in “strict” quarantine, the 
department said. 

The Philippines has recorded nearly 
half a million coronavirus infections 
and officials fear a surge in cases fol-

lowing family reunions over the Christ-
mas holidays and a massive religious 
gathering last weekend.

It announced plans this week to be-
gin vaccinating frontline workers next 
month, most likely with the jab devel-
oped by China’s Sinovac – despite mis-
givings among many Filipinos about 
its efficacy.

The government hopes to secure 
148 million doses from seven compa-
nies this year – enough for around 70 
per cent of its population. The bulk of 
them are expected to arrive in the sec-
ond half. 

But so far the government has signed 
deals for only a fraction of that amount, 

fuelling criticism that its slowness in 
procuring vaccines has left the coun-
try near the back of the queue.

Duterte on December 13 repeated 
his complaint that richer nations had 
cornered the market for vaccines, leav-
ing the Philippines “at the tail end . . . 
of the line”. 

The national government has se-
cured 30 million doses of a Covid-19 
vaccine developed by uS drug maker 
novavax and says Beijing has promised 
25 million vials of the Sinovac drug.

The private sector has signed up 
for 2.6 million doses of astraZeneca’s 
vaccine developed with Oxford uni-
versity. AFP

VFF to hold 
consultation 
for election 
preparation
The Vietnam Fatherland 
Front’s (VFF) chapters at all 
levels must perform their 
duties in holding consultations 
to select and nominate candi-
dates for the election of depu-
ties to the national assembly 
and all-level People’s Councils 
in the 2021-2026 tenure, said 
VFF Central Committee presi-
dent Tran Thanh Man. 

Man, who is also vice-chair-
man of the national election 
Committee (neC) and head of 
the VFF’s steering committee 
for election affairs, told the 
steering committee’s first ses-
sion on December 13 that the 
general election is an impor-
tant event with close connec-
tion to personnel affairs and 
the responsibility of all-level 
authorities and sectors. 

he stressed that election prep-
arations must be done seriously 
and democraticly by laws. 

he required all-level VFF chap-
ters to participate in the supervi-
sion of the election, and coordi-
nate with same-level People’s 
Committees and People’s Coun-
cils to set up organisations for 
consultation work in candidate 
nomination, ensuring objectiv-
ity, impartiality and accuracy. 

VFF’s Central Committee 
standing board has issued plans 
and documents regulating and 
guiding consultation work in 
candidate nomination, he said. 

The board will also receive 
petitions and denunciations 
related to the election in line 
with regulations.

as scheduled, after the neC 
holds a national training confer-
ence on preparations for the 
election, the VFF will also organ-
ise a national online training 
conference on the work for 
organisations in its system. 

The first consultation confer-
ence on candidate nomination 
will take place on February 5, 
the second by March 19 and the 
third before april 18.

The election of deputies to 
the national assembly and all-
level People’s Councils in the 
2021-2026 tenure is slated to 
be held on May 23. VIET NAM NEWS/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Funeral held for first victim of Indonesian plane crash
GrIeVInG friends and rela-
tives were expected at a jakar-
ta cemetery on December 14 
for the funeral of a flight 

attendant on the crashed 
Indonesian passenger jet, as 
divers restarted their hunt for 
its second black box.

Okky Bisma, 29, was the first 
confirmed victim of Saturday’s 
disaster after fingerprints from 
his retrieved hand were 
matched to those on a govern-
ment identity database.

There were 62 crew and pas-
sengers, including 10 children, 
on the Sriwijaya air Boeing 
737-500, which plunged about 
3,000m in less than a minute 
before slamming into the java 
Sea just after take-off from 
jakarta.

at least five other victims 
have since been identified, as 
forensic examiners sort through 
mangled human remains 
retrieved from the wreckage-
littered seabed in the hope of 
matching Dna with relatives.

Funeral traditions in Indo-
nesia, the world’s biggest Mus-
lim-majority nation, call for a 

quick burial of the dead.
But the identification proc-

ess could take weeks or more, 
prolonging the agony for some 
distraught families.

nearly 270 divers were on 
hand on December 14 as 
authorities restarted the 
underwater hunt, which was 
called off a day earlier due to 
bad weather and rough seas.

“The main focus [today] will 
be the diving,” said rasman 
MS, the search-and-rescue 
agency’s operations director.

“We’re not just looking for 
one thing – victims, the cock-
pit voice recorder and debris 
are all priorities.”

Investigators have said they 
are working to read critical 
details on a flight data device 
that had already been sal-
vaged, with the focus now on 

finding the plane’s cockpit 
voice recorder.

Black box data includes the 
speed, altitude and direction 
of the plane as well as flight 
crew conversations, and helps 
explain nearly 90 per cent of 
all crashes, according to avia-
tion experts.

So far authorities have been 
unable to explain why the 
26-year-old plane crashed just 
four minutes after take-off, 
bound for Pontianak city on 
Borneo island, a 90-minute 
flight away.

It had experienced pilots at 
the controls, and preliminary 
evidence showed that the crew 
did not declare an emergency 
or report technical problems 
as it sharply deviated from its 
planned course just before the 
crash, authorities said.

Bad weather, pilot error, 
poor maintenance and 
mechanical failure were 
among possible factors, avia-
tion analysts said.

as the global pandemic 
hammered demand for air 
travel, the jet – previously 
flown by uS-based Continen-
tal airlines and united airlines 
– had been parked in a hangar 
for about nine months before 
it was put back into service in 
December after being declared 
airworthy, according to the 
transport ministry.

Since then, it had flown more 
than 130 times before the acci-
dent, flight tracking data 
showed.

The crash probe was likely 
to take months, but a prelim-
inary report was expected in 
30 days. AFP

Roman catholic devotees attend mass near Quiapo church in Manila on January 9 during the annual celebration of the feast of the Black Nazarene. President Rodrigo Duterte’s government 
had hoped to keep the mutation out by shutting its borders to foreigners arriving from more than 30 nations. AFP

Forensic policemen conduct identifications of victims of Sriwijaya Air 
Flight SJ182 at Tanjung Priok port, north of Jakarta on January 13. AFP
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Opinion

a 
rECEnTLy published study 
estimates that the Tapanuli 
orangutan only retains 2.5 
per cent of the range it occu-

pied 130 years ago. This new insight 
means that the species is in even more 
trouble than previously thought. 

The Tapanuli orangutan, one of the 
three surviving orangutan species, is 
the rarest great ape species on Earth. 
Fewer than 800 individuals remain 
across three tentatively connected 
subpopulations in a small mountain-
ous region on the island of Sumatra, 
Indonesia. To put that in perspective, 
that is far less than the circa 1,000 
surviving mountain gorillas or the 
more than 2,000 giant pandas cur-
rently living in the wild. 

The new study titled “The historical 
range and drivers of decline of the 
Tapanuli Orangutan”, which we pub-
lished in the journal PLOS OnE, indi-
cates that the distribution range of the 
Tapanuli orangutan declined from cir-
ca 40,796sq km in the 1890s to 1,023sq 
km in 2016. It means that the remain-
ing habitat is currently only around 2.5 
per cent of the habitat 130 years ago. 

To estimate the historic range, we 
searched historical journal and news-
paper archives and found 23 previ-
ously unpublished orangutan records, 
all outside the currently known distri-
bution range. These historic records 
may have been overlooked because 
much of the historic literature about 
Indonesian wildlife is written in Dutch 
or German, which are languages not 
commonly used by conservation sci-
entists working in Indonesia today. 
Important information for species 
conservation is thus often overlooked. 

although historic information is not 
often used in conservation biology, 
there is real value in studying such 
data. Much of what we know about 
species trends is what ecologists have 
measured over the past few decades. 
This is how we know, for example, 
about severe declines in European 
insect populations studied since the 
1970s, or the decline and subsequent 
recovery of giant pandas in China. But 
what is often overlooked in conserva-
tion is the deeper historical context, 
and that is especially important in a 
species-rich country like Indonesia. 

Knowing where a species occurred 
in historical times is important for 
understanding its ecology and thus 
informs conservation strategies. 
avoiding the historical angle can lead 
to incorrect assumptions. 

Some scientists, for example, have 
claimed that the Tapanuli orangutan 

is a species that is specifically adapt-
ed to living at high elevations, 
because it currently occurs at an 
average altitude of 834m above sea 
level. Our new study, however, indi-
cates that the Tapanuli orangutan 
used to primarily occur in lowland 
forest areas, but that a combination 
of unsustainable hunting and forest 
fragmentation drove the species to 
extinction in historic times. 

Our study also revealed the signifi-
cant extent of historic forest conver-
sion to agriculture. an Indonesian 
government map of forest cover in 
the 1950s showed that large parts of 
northern Sumatra had already been 
deforested for smallholder agricul-
ture before the industrial-scale plan-
tation developments that started in 
the 1970s. For example, 52 per cent of 
north, South and Central Tapanuli –  
the districts where the Tapanuli oran-
gutan now occurs – were already 
deforested in the 1930s. 

The new insights from this histori-
cal analysis are important for devel-
oping improved conservation strate-
gies. First, the Tapanuli orangutan 
only retains a tiny part of its former 
range, where it likely became extinct 
because of a combination of unsus-
tainable hunting and habitat frag-
mentation, and both these threats 
still affect the remaining populations. 

Second, the Tapanuli orangutan is 
not specifically adapted to highland 

conditions, and should occur in a full 
range of habitats such as peat-swamp 
and lowland-dryland forests for opti-
mal likelihood of survival in the wild. 

Given how rapidly the species has 
disappeared from its former range (a 
97.5 per cent reduction in 130 years) 
and knowing that the main threats of 
unsustainable mortality rates and 
habitat fragmentation are still present, 
there is an urgent need to step up 
conservation efforts for the species. 

Survival of the Tapanuli orangutan 
means that we have to prevent any fur-
ther losses to the species and its habi-
tat. That means no killing, no harm, no 
translocations, and no forest destruc-
tion for mining, hydropower, roads, 
plantations, or smallholder agriculture, 
all of which fortunately is in line with 
Indonesia’s conservation laws. 

Effective implementation of these 
laws is now needed. In addition, res-
toration of connectivity between the 
forest blocks where the species now 
occurs is required as well as poten-
tially increasing its habitat, especially 
in lowland areas. 

The study also points to a possible 
connection between the orangutan 
and the mythical orang pendek. One 
of us, Onrizal, remembers growing 
up in his home town of Sungai Dareh, 
east of Padang, where he often lis-
tened to stories of human-like crea-
tures living in the forest. Elders told 
him that these orang pendek ceased 

to exist in the area in the 1970s. now 
that we know that orangutan histori-
cally occurred in that area, we won-
der whether the orang pendek stories 
referred to the dwindling orangutan 
populations of the region. 

Stories of orang pendek abound in 
other parts of Sumatra and it may 
well be that all of these referred to 
historic orangutans. This would 
mean an even greater decline in 
range and an even greater urgency to 
step up conservation efforts. 

There is still a lot to learn about the 
Tapanuli orangutan. Our study did not 
access any of the government or univer-
sity reports written between the 1940s 
and 1990s, as these are not yet electron-
ically available, making it much harder 
to search them for relevant information. 

There are likely a great many addi-
tional orangutan records from students, 
government and company surveys in 
these Indonesian reports that would 
help better understand the drivers of 
decline in the Tapanuli orangutan. 

There is a lot we can still learn 
about this enigmatic species, but it is 
also clear that its extinction in the 
wild is imminent, unless we can 
effectively counteract the threats that 
led to is historic demise. THE JAKARTA 

POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK  

Erik Meijaard is a professor at Borneo Futures, 
Brunei Darussalam. Onrizal is an associate  
professor at Department of Forestry, North 
Sumatra University (USU). 

Rapid decline of Tapanuli orangutan 
spells trouble for its future

The Tapanuli orangutan, one of the three surviving orangutan species, is the rarest great ape species on Earth. mAxImE AlIAgA/IucN

Opinion
Erik Meijaard and Onrizal
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The ex-cop behind China’s giant gay dating app  

B
rowsing the inter-
net as a young po-
liceman in China, Ma 
Baoli recalls the sheer 

volume of web pages telling 
him he was a pervert, diseased 
and in need of treatment – 
simply because he was gay.

“i felt extremely lonely after 
i became aware of my sexual 
orientation,” says Ma, at the 
time a newly minted officer 
in a small coastal city.

Two decades later, the softly 
spoken 43-year-old now helms 
Blued, one of the world’s larg-
est dating platforms for gay 
men.

The app went public last 
july with an $85 million debut 
on nasdaq, a remarkable tech 
success story from a country 
that classified homosexuality 
as a mental illness as recently 
as 2001. 

Parent company BlueCity’s 

sunlit Beijing campus teems 
with young and casually 
dressed programmers who 
hold meetings in rooms 
named after oscar wilde and 
other prominent LgBTQ fig-
ures from around the world.

The office boasts rainbow 
unicorn mascots, gender-
neutral toilets and photos of 
Ma’s meetings with dignitar-
ies, including Chinese pre-
mier Li Keqiang.

‘Everyone was scared’
Ma’s journey to the apex of 

China’s tech industry began in 
the early 2000s when he began 
publishing Danlan.org, a blog 
about his life as a gay man.

There were few places in 
China at the time for gay 
men to socialise, Ma says, 
adding that “people would 
write on the walls of public 
toilets, saying meet here at 

this and that time”.
“Everyone was scared of be-

ing found out by others.”
Ma’s blog gradually expanded 

into an influential online forum 
for LgBTQ people in China to 
share lifestyle articles, health 
advice and short stories.

“i thought i could build a 
website, to tell gay people like 
me . . . you don’t need to feel 
inferior, you don’t need to be 
suicidal,” he said.

increasing local media cover-
age of the website outed Ma to 
his coworkers and prompted 
him to leave the police force in 
2012. He launched Blued the 
same year.

The app today says it has 
more than 58 million users in 
China and countries including 
india, Korea and Thailand.

it has yet to turn a profit but 
company figures show losses 
have narrowed since the plat-

form began paid memberships, 
livestreams and ads in 2016.

Like other dating apps, 
many Blued users are seeking 
hookups and casual dates.

But Ma also keeps a stack 
of letters on his desk from us-
ers who have written to thank 
him for helping connect them 
to their long-term partners.

Working for tolerance
Discussion of LgBT issues 

remains contentious in Chi-
na, with activists complain-
ing of tightened restrictions 
on public discussion in re-
cent years.

But despite Danlan.org be-
ing repeatedly shut down in 
the first few years of its exis-
tence, Blued has largely avoid-
ed conflict with authorities.

it has opted for a cautious ap-
proach in raising mainstream 
awareness and tolerance of 

the LgBTQ community.
That includes its efforts to 

tackle the stigma around HiV 
that has fuelled discrimina-
tion against gay men and pre-
vented people from seeking 
medical care.

BlueCity runs an online plat-
form that sells HiV diagnostic 
kits and brokers consultations 
with doctors. it also works 
with local authorities to direct 
users to free testing centres.

‘Brighter and healthier’
Ma said he was pleasantly 

surprised by at the response 
he received after sounding out 
health officials to cooperate on 
HiV prevention campaigns.

“They said they had really 
wanted to reach the gay com-
munity,” Ma says, “but they 
didn’t have the channels and 
didn’t know how to find them.”

still, the platform has suf-

fered its share of teething 
problems.

it temporarily froze new 
user registrations in 2019 af-
ter local media reported that 
underaged boys had been us-
ing the app, and the company 
pledged to tighten age and 
content controls.

Ma says his team are com-
mitted to “building a brighter 
and healthier image of the 
community”.

He believes his work has 
helped improve the main-
stream perception of LgBTQ 
people in China, including 
friends and family who previ-
ously shunned him.

and he thinks more positive 
recognition is on the horizon.

“i think there will eventually 
be a day when gay marriage is 
legal in China,” he says.  

“it’s only a matter of time.” 
afp

Edible insects ‘crawl’ closer to European dining plates
THE Eu’s food watchdog on 
january 13 paved the way for 
diners across Europe to tuck 
into insects as it gave safety 
approval for human con-
sumption of dried yellow 
mealworm.

The move by the European 
Food safety authority (EFsa) 
is the preliminary step needed 
before officials can decide 
whether to allow the beetle 
larvae to be sold to consumers 
across the 27-nation bloc.

The ruling is the first com-
pleted risk assessment of an 
insect food product applica-
tion by the agency as it looks 
to approve a potential boom 
sector that could provide a 
sustainable source of protein.

it could “pave the way for the 

first Eu-wide approval”, Ermo-
laos Ververis, scientific officer 
in EFsa’s nuTri unit, said in 
a statement.

“risk evaluation is a decisive 
and necessary step in the reg-
ulation of novel foods by sup-
porting policy makers in the 
Eu in making science-based 
decisions and ensuring the 
safety of consumers.”

The EFsa said it had found 
the mealworms – or Tenebrio 
molitor larva – were safe to be 
eaten “either as a whole dried 
insect or in the form of pow-
der” after an application from 
French insect-rearing firm 
Micronutris.

“its main components are 
protein, fat and fibre,” the 
statement said, but warned 

that more research needed to 
be done on possible allergic 
reactions to the insects.

The burgeoning insect farm-
ing industy in Europe wel-
comed the decision and said 
they hoped to see authorities 
give permission for yellow 
mealworms to be marketed to 
the public by the middle of this 
year.

“The release of this docu-
ment indeed represents an 
important milestone towards 
the wider Eu commercialisa-
tion of edible insects,” antoine 
Hubert, president of the the 
international Platform of 
insects for Food and Feed, said 
in a statement.

The italy-based EFsa has 
more insect investigations on 

its plate and is also set to exam-
ine if crickets and grasshoppers 
are fit for consumption.

insects are widely eaten 
elsewhere on the globe with 
an estimated 1,000 species 
finding their way onto dinner 
plates of some two billion 
people in africa, asia and 
Latin america.

They are already available 
for human consumption in a 
small number of Eu countries 
and are more widely produced 
for use in animal feed.

The industry says it expects 
the European market for 
insect-based food products to 
grow rapidly in the coming 
years and for production to 
reach some 260,000 tonnes by 
2030. afp

Employees works at the BlueCity headquarters in Beijing. BlueCity made its $85 million debut on the Nasdaq market in New York in July. afpMa is now CEO of one of the world’s largest dating apps for gay men. afp

A burger topped with dried grasshoppers and mealworms. The European 
Food Safety Authority said it had found the mealworms were safe to be 
eaten. afp
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Some digits
  5 Musical miscellany
  9 Smart-mouthed
 14 Brown shade
 15 Ward (off)
 16 Domed home
 17 Phrase from a Churchill speech
 20 Verso’s opposite
 21 Friendly at parties
 22 Apollo’s twin
 25 Painter Hudson
 26 The Grand Canyon, e.g.
 28 Sorvino of “Mighty Aphrodite”
 32 Destructive sort
 37 Downy duck
 38 Admonition to some athletes
 41 Main bloodline
 42 Like some rewards
 43 Athletic facilities
 44 Heelless shoes
 46 “A pox on you!”
 47 Affirms
 53 Some Rembrandts
 58 Place with cobwebs
 59 Dejected host’s lament

 62 Averages
 63 “So what ___ is new?”
 64 Bakery necessity
 65 Isn’t for them?
 66 Showroom model
 67 Arid
DOWN
  1 Prefix meaning “four”
  2 Artist’s pigment
  3 Standing straight
  4 Group of rooms
  5 Not operating
  6 Hilo souvenir
  7 Quaint hotels
  8 Music halls of old
  9 Play a set with the band
 10 Turkish honorific
 11 Oscar Madison, famously
 12 Music genre
 13 Days long gone
 18 “CD” follower
 19 Bunco
 23 Italian desserts
 24 Give the cold shoulder
 27 Bakery attraction
 28 Knuckleball catcher

 29 “What’s the big __ ?”
 30 Rise up on hind legs
 31 Military group
 32 For fellows only
 33 Nautical shout
 34 Mound of earth
 35 Dinner crumbs
 36 Beverage at The Plaza
 37 67.5 degrees, on a compass
 39 Whit or wee bit
 40 “Meet Me ___ Louis”
 44 “Can’t complain”
 45 Word with “cross” or “bow”
 46 Before all others
 48 “It” game
 49 Community spirit
 50 Countertop heater
 51 Microwave device
 52 Public to-do
 53 Erupter of 1971
 54 Valhalla bigwig
 55 Parrot’s beak part
 56 Sunday song
 57 Bottom of a shoe
 60 Doctrine, for short
 61 Classic introduction?

“WHERE?” 

Thursday’s solution

Thursday’s solution

Lifestyle

Wild boar cave painting 
in Indonesia is world’s 
oldest ever discovered
a

rchaeologIsts 
have discovered the 
world’s oldest known 
cave painting: a life-

sized picture of a wild boar 
that was made at least 45,500 
years ago in Indonesia.

the finding described in 
the journal Science Advances 
on December 13 provides the 
earliest evidence of human 
settlement of the region.

co-author Maxime aubert 
of australia’s griffith univer-
sity said it was found on the 
island of sulawesi in 2017 
by doctoral student Basran 
Burhan, as part of surveys the 
team was carrying out with 
Indonesian authorities.

the leang tedongnge cave 
is located in a remote valley 
enclosed by sheer limestone 
cliffs, about an hour’s walk 
from the nearest road.

It is only accessible during 
the dry season because of 
flooding during the wet sea-
son – and members of the iso-
lated Bugis community told 
the team it had never before 
been seen by Westerners.

Measuring 136cm by 
54cm, the sulawesi warty 
pig was painted using dark 
red ochre pigment and has 
a short crest of upright hair, 
as well as a pair of horn-like 
facial warts characteristic of 

adult males of the species.
there are two hand prints 

above the pig’s hindquarters, 
and it appears to be facing 
two other pigs that are only 
partially preserved, as part of 
a narrative scene.

“the pig appears to be ob-
serving a fight or social in-
teraction between two other 
warty pigs,” said co-author 
adam Brumm.

humans have hunted su-
lawesi warty pigs for tens of 
thousands of years, and they 
are a key feature of the region’s 
prehistoric artwork, particu-
larly during the Ice age.

Early human migration 
aubert, a dating specialist, 

identified a calcite deposit 
that had formed on top of the 
painting, then used uranium-
series isotope dating to con-
fidently say the deposit was 
45,500 years old.

this makes the painting at 
least that age, “but it could 
be much older because the 
dating that we’re using only 
dates the calcite on top of it,” 
he explained.

“the people who made it 
were fully modern, they were 
just like us, they had all of the 
capacity and the tools to do 
any painting that they liked,” 
he added.

the previously oldest dated 
rock art painting was found 
by the same team in sulawesi. 
It depicted a group of part-
human, part-animal figures 
hunting mammals, and was 
found to be at least 43,900 
years old.

cave paintings such as 
these also help fill in gaps 
about our understanding of 
early human migrations.

It’s known that people 
reached australia 65,000 
years ago, but they would 
probably have had to cross 
the islands of Indonesia, 
known as “Wallacea.”

this site now represents the 
oldest evidence of humans in 
Wallacea, but it’s hoped fur-
ther research will help show 
people were in the region 
much earlier, which would 
resolve the australia settle-
ment puzzle.

the team believes the art-
work was made by homo 
sapiens, as opposed to now 
extinct human species like 
Denisovans, but cannot say 
this for certain.

to make handprints, the 
artists would have had to 
place their hands on a surface 
then spit pigment over it, and 
the team are hoping to try to 
extract Dna samples from re-
sidual saliva. AFP

This undated handout photo shows the Leang Tedongnge cave in Sulawesi, Indonesia. AFP

A life-sized picture of a wild pig  was made at least 45,500 years ago in Indonesia. AFP
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Fulham silence Mo 
with late leveller to 
deny Spurs victory
jOSE MOurInHO slammed 

Tottenham’s “avoidable” 
mistakes and lack of killer 
instinct after Fulham’s Ivan 

Cavaleiro rescued a 1-1 draw on 
january 13.

Harry Kane had put the hosts 
ahead in the first half at the 
Tottenham Hotspur Stadium, 
but Cavaleiro struck in the 
closing stages to leave Mour-
inho frustrated. 

Tottenham have won just two 
of their last eight league match-
es and sit in sixth place.

a win against third bottom 
Fulham would have taken them 
into third place above Manches-
ter City, who made it four suc-
cessive league victories when 
Phil Foden earned a 1-0 win over 
Brighton earlier on january 13.

Whether Spurs – six points 
behind leaders Manchester 
united – will be regarded as title 
contenders for much longer 
must be in doubt after this slop-
py display.

“Once more we concede a 
goal that is completely avoida-

ble. you have to keep a clean-
sheet, not make mistakes. The 
markers are there. There wasn’t 
even an advantage in terms of 
numbers,” Mourinho said.

“We have lots of opportuni-
ties to kill off matches. In other 
cases especially away we are 
winning but then don’t have 
that ambition to get the goal 
and kill the game.

“There are things that are 
individual mistakes. We have 
bad results and we should avoid 
these results.”

Cavaleiro’s leveller was a suit-
ably dramatic end to the feud 
between Mourinho and Ful-
ham manager Scott Parker, trig-
gered when aston Villa’s coro-
navirus outbreak meant Spurs’ 
scheduled trip to Villa Park on 
january 13 was postponed.

Instead, Tottenham’s game 
against Fulham – originally 
called off in December because 
of Covid cases in the Cottagers 
squad – was moved on january 
11 to help ease a potential fixture 
pile-up for Mourinho’s team.

Parker said it was “scandal-
ous” for his team to be forced to 
play at such short notice. 

Mourinho hit back, saying 
he would only feel sorry for 
Fulham if they played a weak-
ened team.

So he would have noted with 
interested that Fulham named 
a strong team with nine of the 
11 that played their last Premier 
League game on Boxing Day.

But it was Parker who had the 
last laugh and he said: “I’m very 
proud of this team for what 
we’ve been through. 

“There’s a lot of talk around, 
everyone assumes about what 
happened. I know what we’ve 
been through the last two 
weeks.

“This game was supposed to 
be scheduled 16 days ago – for 
10 days some of these boys 
were locked up in their houses 
[self isolating].

“We had players out there who 
had one day’s training. What 
pleased me most was a desire 
and a real quality at times.”

Spurs frustration
Fulham looked capable of 

troubling Tottenham right from 
the start and andre-Frank 
Zambo anguissa’s fierce strike 
forced a good save from Hugo 
Lloris.

alphonse areola made an 
even better stop to push Son 
Heung-min’s curler over the bar, 
but Tottenham struck first in the 
25th minute.

Harry Winks’ sweeping pass 
found Sergio reguilon on the left 

wing and he whipped an inch 
perfect cross into the six-yard 
box, where Kane dived to power 
a spectacular header past areola 
for his 18th goal of the season.

not even the prolific Kane is 
perfect and the Tottenham star 
squandered a good chance to 
double the lead moments later 
when he headed over from 
Serge aurier’s cross.

Pierre-Emile Hojbjerg was guilty 
of a bad miss when he shot straight 
at areola from Kane’s pass.

Son held his head in his hands 
after the South Korea forward 
surged clear, only to see his low 
strike hit the far post and 
rebound to areola.

Those misses proved crucial 
as Fulham snatched an equal-
iser in the 73rd minute.

ademola Lookman sent over 
a superb cross from the left side 
of the Tottenham area and Cav-
aleiro got between reguilon and 
Eric Dier to plant a brilliant 
header past Lloris. AFP

uS Olympic swimming 
medallist Keller charged
uS OLyMPIC swimming gold 
medalist Klete Keller was 
charged by the justice Depart-
ment on january 13 with par-
ticipating in the january 6 
attack on Congress by sup-
porters of uS President Don-
ald Trump.

Keller was filmed as part of 
the crowd that illegally entered 
the huge rotunda hall of the 
Capitol after violent protesters 
broke through police lines and 
forced their way in.

a statement accompanying 
formal charges unveiled on 
january 13 said police identified 
the three-time Olympian first by 
what appears to be an official 
team jacket bearing the large 
logo “uSa” on the back and an 
arm patch that read “united 
States Olympic team”.

He was charged with illegally 
entering the Capitol, violent or 
disorderly conduct, and 

obstructing law enforcement.
Keller, 38, competed in the 

Olympics in 2000, 2004 and 
2008, taking two golds and a 
silver in the 4x200m freestyle 
relays, and two bronzes in the 
individual 400m freestyle.

His 2004 relay gold in athens 
was one of the most celebrated 
races in swimming, with a uS 
star team that included Michael 
Phelps, against an australian 
foursome led by the powerful 
champion Ian Thorpe. 

In the anchor position he 
was able to hold off a surging 
Thorpe for the win, ending 
years of australian dominance 
in the event.

His life after the Olympics 
was rocky, with a divorce, mul-
tiple lost jobs, and plunge into 
homelessness and living out of 
his car for a time, he told The 
Olympic Channel in a 2018 
podcast. AFP

Title-chasing Inter, juventus set for clash
CrISTIanO ronaldo’s juventus and rome-
lu Lukaku’s Inter Milan are set for a clash on 
january 17 in possibly one of Serie a’s 
defining matches this season.

The game in the San Siro is between the 
top two in Serie a last season when juventus 
won a ninth consecutive league title just 
one point ahead of Inter.

It also pits the division’s top two scorers 
against each other: ronaldo has 15 goals 
while Lukaku has 12.

Both teams are favourites this campaign 
with Inter second, three points behind 
leaders aC Milan, with juventus fourth, 
seven points adrift of top spot with a game 
in hand.

as antonio Conte’s Inter and andrea 
Pirlo’s juve battle it out, Milan have a 
chance to increase their advantage at the 
half-way point this season as they travel to 
struggling Cagliari.

juventus, Inter and Milan are all coming 
off gruelling Italian Cup fixtures midweek, 
needing 120 minutes of play each to 
advance to the quarter-finals.

Conte brushed aside concerns ahead of 
a match which could determine his side’s 
chances of a first Serie a title since 2010.

“Every victory provides you with pure 
energy, wins recharge the batteries,” insisted 
the former juventus and Chelsea coach. 

“We’ve got time to recover ahead of the  
match on january 17, which is an impor-
tant test to ascertain the level we’re at and 
see the extent to which we’ve reduced the 
gap compared to last season.”

Inter’s focus is now on domestic trophies 
with their European ambitions stifled.

after an eight-match winning run, the 
Lombardy side have lost momentum, drop-
ping five points in two games with defeat 
to Sampdoria and drawing at roma. 

Inter have not beaten juventus since 
September 2016 – with a run of five defeats 
and two draws.

By contrast, after a stuttering debut, 
Pirlo’s champions have bounced back with 
three wins in a row including 3-1 over aC 
Milan in the San Siro a week ago.

The clash is between a team with the best 
attack in the league, with Inter scoring 43 
goals, against the one with the tightest 
defence with 16 goals conceded.

The rome derby on january 15 kicks off 
the weekend of football behind closed 
doors, with third-placed roma looking to 
get back winning after last weekend’s 2-2 
draw to Inter against local rivals Lazio, in 
eighth.

atalanta and napoli, two points behind 
juventus, in the European places, host 
Genoa and Fiorentina respectively.

One to watch: Lorenzo Pellegrini
aS roma midfielder Pellegrini will be the 

only rome-born player for either team on 
the pitch in the city derby. 

The 24-year-old Italian international 
came through roma’s youth system, and 
has scored 13 goals in 127 games. 

Pellegrini was decisive the last time 
roma beat Lazio in September 2018, scor-
ing and setting up another in a 3-1 win. 

“Pellegrini embodies our project,” said 
roma’s new general manager Tiago Pinto. 
“He’s a young, talented player with a great 
love for roma. We will do everything pos-
sible to negotiate his [contract] renewal.”

Key stats:
43 - Inter are the top scorers in the league
16 - juventus have one of the tightest 

defences
11 - Ciro Immobile’s goals for Lazio
10 - Cagliari’s run without a win
7 - Inter’s winless run against juventus 

AFP
US Olympic swimming medalist Klete Keller was identified among a 
mob that broke into the US Capitol last Wednesday. GETTY IMAGES/AFP

Juventus forward Cristiano Ronaldo (left) vies with Inter Milan midfielder Matias Vecino in their 
team’s Italian Serie A football match at the Juventus stadium in Turin on March 8 last year. AFP

Tottenham Hotspur head coach Jose Mourinho (right) reacts as Fulham striker Ademola Lookman (second 
right) controls the ball in their team’s English Premier League football match on Wednesday. POOL/AFP
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