
Hin Pisei

CAMBODIA has approved in 
principle amendments to the 
Law on Commercial Enter-
prises and the Law on Com-
mercial Rules and Registration 
in a bid to further enhance the 
investment attractiveness of 
the Kingdom, according to a 
press release on the minutes 
of an Economic and Financial 

Policy Committee meeting.
The January 18 meeting was 

presided over by committee 
chairman and Minister of 
Economy and Finance Aun 
Pornmoniroth and Minister of 
Commerce Pan Sorasak, with 
senior officials of other rele-
vant ministries in attendance.

The amendments aim to 
smoothen and optimise busi-
ness registration on the finance 

ministry’s joint information 
technology platform, Cambo-
dia Data Exchange (CamDX), 
and set forth clear regulations 
and procedures to support the 
applicable mechanisms and 
ensure consistency between 
the two laws.

This, the committee said, will 
streamline the process of doing 
business in Cambodia and 
hence promote the Kingdom’s 

national economic growth.
The CamDX system is a plat-

form for unified data exchange 
and modelled on standardised 
software used by the govern-
ment of Estonia, according to 
a presentation by a senior 
General Department of Immi-
gration official posted on the 
Ministry of Interior’s website.

WWF, ministry ramp up croc 
conservation efforts in Srepok
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Long Kimmarita

S
ENIOR officials and 
international envoys 
have urged coopera-
tion from society to 

put a stop to all forms of vio-
lence against women amid 
concerns that incidence has 
risen across the country and 
the world since the beginning 
of the Covid-19 crisis.

Minister of Interior Sar 

Kheng, Minister of Women’s 
Affairs Ing Kantha Phavi and 
UN Resident Coordinator 
Pauline Tamesis made key ad-
dresses at a conference on Jan-
uary 19 to mark the inaugura-
tion of the government’s third 
national action plan to prevent 
violence against women. 

The ceremony was attended 
by 300 people including offi-
cials from around the nation 
and representatives from devel-

opment partner organisations.
Sar Kheng said that every-

one shared in the responsi-
bility to eliminate violence 
against women. Society needs 
cooperation and commit-
ment to provide protection 
for victims in a timely, effec-
tive and inclusive manner. 

“Family violence, rape, hu-
man trafficking, sexual exploi-
tation of women and children 
and drug issues remain imme-

diate concerns for us,” he said.
Sar Kheng noted that 52 per 

cent of the country’s popu-
lation were women, and for 
society to enjoy peace, safety 
and harmony, it was neces-
sary for people to be respect-
ful of each other and work to-
gether to address issues fairly 
and effectively. 

He described the national

Nat’l action plan against 
gender violence launched
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In-principle nod for trade law changes

free as a kite
a young boy (not pictured) flies a kite in the capital’s northeasternmost Chroy Changvar district on tuesday. Kites have a long tradition in Khmer 
folklore and have always represented a symbol of freedom. HONG MENEA

WHO head 
calling for 
morality in 
jab rollout
THE world is on the brink of 
a “catastrophic moral fail-
ure” if rich countries hog 
Covid-19 vaccine doses 
while the poorest suffer, the 
head of the World Health 
Organisation (WHO) said 
on January 18.

WHO director-general 
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreye-
sus denounced the “me-
first” attitude of wealthy 
nations and also blasted 
vaccine manufacturers for 
chasing regulatory approval 
in rich countries rather than 
submitting their data to the 
WHO to green-light vaccine 
use globally.

In a speech in Geneva 
opening a WHO executive 
board meeting, he said the 
promise of worldwide equi-
table access to coronavirus 
vaccines was now at serious 
risk.

Tedros said 39 million dos-
es of vaccines had been 
administered so far in at least 
49 higher income countries.

Meanwhile, “just 25 doses 
have been given in one low-
est income country. Not 25 
million; not 25,000; just 25”, 
he said.

“I need to be blunt. The 
world is on the brink of a 
catastrophic moral failure 
– and the price of this failure 
will be paid with lives and 
livelihoods in the world’s 
poorest countries.”

He said even as some coun-
tries pronounced reassuring 
words on equitable access, 
they were prioritising their 
own deals with manufactur-
ers, driving up prices and try-
ing to jump the queue.

He said 44 such deals were 
struck in 2020, and at least 
12 have already been signed 
this year.

Tedros said: “The situation 
is compounded by the fact 
that most manufacturers 
have prioritised regulatory 
approval in rich countries 
where the profits are highest, 
rather than submitting full 
dossiers to WHO.

“Not only does this me-
first approach leave the 
world’s poorest and most 
vulnerable people at risk, it’s 
also self-defeating.

“Ultimately, these actions 
will only prolong the pan-
demic, prolong our pain, 
the restrictions needed to 
contain it, and human and 
economic suffering.” AFP



Voun Dara

THE Chinese government on 
January 19 provided around $1 
million worth of equipments 
for mine action in Cambodia. 
The aid came as Cambodia 
launched the National Mine 
Action Strategy 2018-2025.

Ly Thuch, first vice-president 
of the Cambodian Mine Action 
and Victim Assistance Author-
ity (CMAA), and Chinese 
ambassador to Cambodia 
Wang Wentian presided over 
the handover ceremony. 

According to a press release, 
the mine-related equipments 
include eight pick-up vehi-
cles, 130 demining detectors, 
100 demining toolkits, 20 
Explosive Ordnance Disposal 
(EOD) toolkits, 10 personal 
protective equipment, four 
unmanned aerial vehicles, 
500 sets of uniforms, hats and 
boots, as well as 500 tents.

On behalf of Prime Minister 
Hun Sen, who is also CMAA 
president, Thuch expressed 
his gratitude and appreciation 

to the Chinese government 
and people for the equipment 
which would contribute to the 
success of the National Mine 
Action Strategy 2018-2025.

“Cambodia still needs 
humanitarian assistance from 
our great friend China for 
demining,” he said.

Thuch said with the assistance 
from China, the Cambodian 
government strongly believes 
that the country will be success-
ful in reaching the goal of a 
mine-free country by 2025. 

He said the implementation 
of the national strategy will 
save lives, reduce poverty and 
improve people’s lives.

Wang said at the ceremony 
that China was pleased to work 
with the CMAA to support 
Cambodia’s demining efforts. 
China would continue to pro-
vide equipment, financial sup-
port and human resource 
training to the CMAA.

“Demining is very important to 
support development and save 
lives. Our embassy will urge the 

government to continue in sup-
porting and considering requests 
from the CMAA,” he said.

According to the CMAA, there 
is support from other donors for 
demining activities, including 
UNDP, UNICEF, the US, UK, 
Australia, Canada, Germany, 
Ireland, Japan, New Zealand, 
Norway, South Korea, Switzer-
land, civil society organisations 
and generous Cambodians.  

From 1992 to December 2020, 
Cambodia demined 2,138sq km 
of minefields, destroyed more 
than one million anti-personnel 
mines, over 250,000 anti-tank 
mines and explosive remnants 
of war including more than 2.8 
million cluster bombs. As a 
result, more than six million 
people have benefited from 
these demining activities. 

The CMAA said although 
Cambodia has achieved good 
results, the country still faces 
huge challenges where 2,152sq 
km of land has been identified 
for demining checks, of which 
experts have detected land-
mines on 835sq km.
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THE Ministry of Land Man-
agement, Urban Planning 
and Construction has reas-
serted its authority to con-
duct cadastral surveys of land 
plots that aim to establish 
leaseholder rights over state 
private land.
    State private land is legally 
defined as all property that 
belongs to the state but does 
not have a public interest val-
ue.  This land can be allocated 
or transferred by the state but 
it must be listed in the na-
tional inventory first.

Land management minis-
ter Chea Sophara sent a let-
ter regarding this issue to the 
ministers of Interior; National 
Defence; and Economy and 
Finance on January 18.

In the past the granting of 
leaseholder rights on state 
private land has been done 
without any examination or 
verification from the Cadastral 
Administration.

Sophara explained that 
there have been cases where 
the measurement and demar-
cation of land plots for such 
purpose had been undertak-
en without verification. 

He said this could result in 
inaccurate land plots, duplicate 
plots and other errors that could 
lead to future land disputes.

To avoid these problems, 
the minister requests that the 
ministries and institutions 
that are the authorities in 
charge of state private land, 
as well as the municipal and 
provincial administrations, 
follow the guidelines to avoid 
further complications regard-
ing the provision of ownership 
and leaseholder rights to state 
private land.

“All cadastral surveys of 
land plots shall be carried 
out and verified by the cadas-
tral Administration, which is 
the only authorised entity in 
measuring and demarcating 
land boundaries in accor-
dance with the land law,” the 
minister said in the letter.

The municipal and provin-
cial administrations shall as-
sign land management and 
cadastral survey officials to 
measure and determine stan-
dards and verify them with the 
cadastral database system.

In addition, the ministry em-
phasises that all land parcel 
survey data used for making 
requests to the government to 
grant ownership or leasehold-
er rights to state private land 
must be sent to the ministry’s 
General Department of Ca-
dastre and Geography, which 
is tasked with managing the 
national cadastral database 
system for review and advance 
lease verification. All leases 
of state private land must be 
registered and titles issued in 
advance.

Ministry spokesman Seng 
Lot declined to comment.

But Theng Chan Sangvar, 
the ministry’s secretary of 
state, confirmed on his Face-
book page that the General 
Department of Cadastral and 
Geography was the only gate-
way to managing the country’s 
cadastral database system.

rights group Adhoc spokes-
man Soeung Sen Karua said he 
believes that the survey, mea-
surement and demarcation 
of the land parcels are clearly 
the responsibility of the land 
management departments 
throughout the country.

He also said that in the past 
some institutions that have 
had the responsibility to man-
age [these] land plots have 
tried to measure them or lease 
them out without providing 
information to the ministry.

Once the ministry has re-
established its authority it will 
make the land easier to keep 
track of and less vulnerable to 
misappropriation he said.

Sen Karua hopes that the 
culture of impunity that al-
lows powerful officials to 
seize state private land for 
themselves and ignore ad-
ministrative procedures will 
be put to an end by these and 
other reforms. 

Ministry asserts power 
over state private land

More than 1,000 cases of fake, 
objectionable news identified
Voun Dara

I
N 2020, the Ministry of 
Information identified 
sources of objectionable 
or illegal material on 

social media including fake 
news and disinformation, 
various incitements, unfair 
criticism of the nation’s lead-
ership and insults to the King 
totalling 1,343 cases. 

The ministry revoked, 
among others, three media 
licences of organisations that 
violated the law in 2020, ac-
cording to Phos Sovann, direc-
tor-general of the ministry’s 
General Department of Infor-
mation and Broadcasting.

At the forum on Internet 
Safety during Covid-19 pan-
demic on January 19, So-
vann said more than 1,000 
instances of fake news and 
disinformation had been 
spread by at least 103 dif-
ferent social media sources 
over the course of 2020.

“Social media accounts that 
spread fake news under a 
properly registered name, we 
can just tell them to correct or 
remove that information. 

“But for social media ac-
counts that are not properly 
registered, we have to send a 
report to the Ministry of Inte-
rior or other relevant authori-
ties for them to review and 
take action,” he said.

According to the informa-
tion ministry’s Fake News 
Monitoring Committee re-
port, out of the more than 
1,000 cases of fake news last 
year, the ministry issued no-
tice requesting revision or 
correction in 49 cases. 

Another 36 cases were re-
ferred to the National Police 
for further action. 

Two cases were sent to the 
Telecommunication regulator 
of Cambodia (TrC) with a  
request that they block access 
to the particular websites in-
volved. 

And eight cases were pursued 
through official complaints to 
Facebook, which resulted in 
the social media giant deleting 
the offending content in one 
case and closing the offending 
accounts in two other cases. 

The report also said that 
last year the National Police 
arrested two individuals who 
had posted messages to in-
sult the country’s leadership 
and incite social unrest. The 
two were identified as Ni Nak, 
owner of the IMan-KH Face-
book page, and Ngin Suy Try, 
owner of several Facebook 
accounts such as Bong Seyha 
and Try Seangmey.

According to Sovann, the 
General Department of In-
formation and Broadcasting 
issued warnings and guid-
ance to two media outlets in 
2020 that had published fake 
news and engaged in unethi-
cal journalism: K01 and New 
Earth (PDT-News).

The department also re-
voked three media licences 
in 2020 for serious violations: 
Universe TV Online, TVFB, 

and rithi Sen radio Station 
and Online News.

Sovann said advances in in-
formation technology have ac-
tively contributed to the expan-
sion of human communication 
globally and have provided 
many benefits to both media 
consumers and producers.

He said, however, that such 
advanced technology has also 
exponentially increased the 
dissemination of fake news 
and disinformation.

He said this has had a pro-
found effect on people’s deci-
sions in their daily lives and 
is causing social disorder, not 
just in Cambodia but even in 
the most developed nations 
such as the US.

Cambodian Journalists Al-
liance (CamboJA) executive 
director Nop Vy observed that 
law enforcement actions taken 
by the authorities against jour-
nalists in 2020 was of serious 
concern because it could lead 
to the elimination of press free-
doms and make it impossible 
for journalists to do their duty. 

“Using the police and the 

courts to prosecute journal-
ists when they have only 
their pen or camera in hand 
as they do their duty by tell-
ing the truth and upholding 
the ethics of their profession 
is a serious violation of their 
rights and freedoms. 

“Last year we saw too many 
journalists end up in court for 
exercising their rights,” Vy said.

However, the Union of Jour-
nalist Federations of Cambo-
dia (UJFC) contended in their 
January 11 report that Cam-
bodia has no serious con-
cerns about press freedom.

The report said that in 2020, 
the UJFC received 33 com-
plaints about journalists who 
were members of their or-
ganisation and that they suc-
cessfully intervened in many 
cases and were able to resolve 
these complaints. 

Most of the complaints, the 
report said, were not related 
to press laws or government 
actions but were focused on 
reporting that detailed cer-
tain land disputes between 
private parties.

Information and Broadcasting director-general Phos Sovann speaks at the Internet Safety forum. HONG MENEA

Kingdom receives aid for demining 

The CMAA says the Kingdom still has 835sq km of land to demine. CMAC
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T
HE government has 
confirmed that Covid-
19 vaccines from China 
are set to begin arriving 

in Cambodia by February. This 
came as the Ministry of Health 
recorded two imported cases of 
Covid-19 on January 18. 

While calling on people to 
remain vigilant against the 
pandemic, ministry spokes-
woman Or Vandine an-
nounced on January 19 that 
an initial shipment of the 
vaccine, produced by the Chi-

nese company Sinopharm, 
will contain 300,000 doses. 

Vandine added that the in-
jection is purportedly 79.34 per 
cent effective, and the World 
Health Organisation (WHO) is 
slated to complete its assess-
ments of the vaccine for ap-
proval in the near future.

On January 15, Prime Min-
ister Hun Sen announced that 
the Chinese government had 
extended an offer through the 
ministries of Health and Na-
tional Defence to provide for 
Cambodia one million doses of 
their locally produced vaccine.

Such a supply would facili-
tate vaccinations of 500,000 
people through a two-stage 
procedure.

Hun Sen also declared that 
he would be inoculated first 
to demonstrate confidence 
in the vaccine once it arrives 
in the country. 

On the two new imported 
cases, the ministry said one is 
being treated at the Banteay 
Meanchey Provincial Referral 
Hospital and the other has been 
admitted to the National Centre 
for Tuberculosis and Leprosy 
Control in Phnom Penh.

“These two new Covid-19 
patients include a one-year-
old Indonesian boy from Siem 
Reap. He is the son of a 34-
year-old man and a 33-year-old 
woman who were diagnosed 
with Covid-19 on January 13.

“The other is a 31-year-
old Cambodian migrant 
from O’Ambel commune’s 
Kourothan village in Banteay 
Meanchey province’s Siso-
phon town. She arrived from 
Thailand on January 15.”

The latest cases bring the 
Kingdom’s total Covid-19 tally 
to 441, with 386 recoveries.

Voun Dara

THE number of students 
enrolled in higher educational 
institutions in the new aca-
demic year has decreased 
compared to previous years, a 
trend which the education 
sector largely blames on the 
Covid-19 crisis.

Cambodian Higher Educa-
tion Association chairman 
Heng Vanda told The Post on 
January 18 that since the Covid-
19 outbreak students across all 
private universities, including 
his Vanda Institute had stopped 
paying tuition fees. 

As for the new academic 
year, only about 40 per cent 
of students at Vanda Insti-
tute resumed their studies 
while others had temporar-
ily suspend their studies and 
stopped paying tuition fees. 

“Compared to the years be-
fore the pandemic, student 
enrolments for this year have 
dropped by around 40 per 
cent,” he said.

Vanda added that in the 
first enrolment drive last year, 
which was done just before the 
pandemic, his institute signed 
up 1,500 students. But this 
year’s first enrolments have 
dropped to less than 1,000.

“After checking with other 

universities, I noticed my 
institution had the highest 
enrolments. The Covid-19 
crisis is to be blamed for the 
decline,” he said.

According to Vanda, about 
80 per cent of students who 
pursue their study in Phnom 
Penh are from the provinces. 

He said most of those stu-
dents have to rent a house to 
stay and find a job to support 
their living and study expenses.

Rotha Puthika, the head of 
public relations at Paragon 
International University, said 
on January 18 that their num-
ber of students enrolled in the 

new academic year, which be-
gan on January 18, was about 
the same as last year. 

“We hope to have more 
[new students] than last year 
by the closing date of our en-
rolment,” she said.

Puthika said that currently 
his university offers bach-
elor’s and master’s degree 
programmes. For the former, 
there are nine majors for stu-
dents to choose. 

Ministry of Education, Youth 
and Sport spokesman Ros 
Soveacha said on January 18 
that the ministry’s Department 
of Higher Education has sub-

mitted a list of candidates who 
have applied for undergradu-
ate scholarships for the 2020-
2021 academic year at higher 
educational institutions.

“All 39 public and private 
higher educational institutions 
that are offering more than 
9,000 scholarships will review 
the applications,” he said.

Chhort Bunthang, director of 
the International Relations In-
stitute’s culture, education and 
tourism department under the 
Royal Academy of Cambodia, 
has observed that the number 
of educational establishments 
offering tertiary education has 
surpassed demands.

“Even without Covid-19, stu-
dent enrolments at higher ed-
ucational institutions would 
still more or less decline be-
cause there are more schools 
than students,” he said.

Bunthang added that be-
cause the families of students 
who want to pursue their 
study are facing difficulties 
amid the Covid-19 crisis, 
higher educational institu-
tion should reduce the tuition 
fee to some extent.

According to the education 
ministry, nearly 120,000 stu-
dents were allowed to skip their 
Grade 12 examinations in the 
2019-2020 academic year.
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Khouth Sophak Chakrya

EIGHTY-seven out of nearly 800 
inmates have been transferred 
from Kratie provincial prison to 
Stung Treng in an effort to alle-
viate severe overcrowding.

Kratie prison director Kva 
Saran told The Post on January 
19 that the transfer had been 
approved by the Ministry of 
Interior’s General Department 
of Prisons. Most of the inmates 
had been charged with theft or 
possession or use of drugs.

“Our prison is small and 
was designed to accommo-
date only 400 prisoners. But 
until recently, we had almost 
800 so the prison cells get hot 
and stuffy,” he said.

Saran added that his prison’s 
population now stood at 709, 
including 65 women and four 
children under three years old 
who live with their mothers. 
Because there were still too 
many inmates at the facility, 
more would need to be trans-
ferred to other prisons until 
additional accommodations 
can be constructed.

Stung Treng provincial pris-
on director Chhun Dara told 
The Post that the transferred 
prisoners had arrived safely on 
January 17 and were being held 
in newly-built cells. He noted 
that some of the arrivals had 
not yet completed court trials.

Am Sam Ath, deputy director 
for right group Licadho, told The 
Post that transferring prison-
ers from one facility to another 
was not a sustainable strategy 
to deal with overcrowding be-
cause there were already not 
enough prison cells nationwide 
to house the current number of 
prisoners adequately. 

“Even though Kratie bor-
ders Stung Treng province, the 
transfers will cause difficulties 
in transporting those prisoners 
for trial and for family members 
who would visit them, especial-
ly if they are poor,” he said.

Sam Ath added that the num-
ber of detainees in the country 
increases daily which necessi-
tates the construction of more 
prison cells. He noted that at least 
30 people are arrested each day 
for drug crimes and thefts.

Continued from page 1

action plan as a roadmap for 
further work, and he was op-
timistic that it could quickly 
be proven effective.

Kantha Phavi warned of dire 
consequences if ongoing ef-
forts to prevent and stop vio-
lence and provide protection 
for women were not success-
ful. She said as many as five 
million women in the King-
dom could be vulnerable.

She said that risks of domes-
tic violence were exacerbated 
by stresses due to loss of fam-
ily income, school closures, 
social isolation and increased 
family burdens, all of which 
have led to increased inci-
dence of mental health crises. 

Kantha Phavi expressed con-
cern that measures to counter-
act violence and provide social 
services had been curtailed just 
when they were most needed.

“This rise in domestic vio-
lence will have severe costs for 
the economy and society. Rele-
vant institutions should redou-
ble their efforts to provide care 
during the Covid-19 crisis as it 
is the primary cause contribut-
ing to the increase,” she said.

UN Resident Coordinator 
Pauline Tamesis said: “Wom-
en have an important role in 
Cambodian society and are the 
backbone of the national econ-
omy and social development.

“Indeed, women’s equitable 
and active participation is vital 
to stability, helps prevent con-
flict and promotes sustainable, 
inclusive development.”

Tamesis noted that the Covid-
19 pandemic had negatively 
impacted society in Cambo-
dia, but women had been dis-
proportionately affected.

“Sectors dominated by wom-
en and girls, such as garment 
and tourism, have been hardest 
hit. Many more women and girls 
are in informal work and are the 
first to lose their jobs. And when 
women lose their jobs, they 
have fewer alternatives than 
men to generate income.

“More girls have dropped out 
of school because of Covid-19. 
Girls take on more domestic 
responsibilities, cutting their 
time dedicated to learning,” 
she said.

The confluence of these fac-
tors made women particularly 
vulnerable, Tamesis explained.

“Globally, one in three wom-
en experience one form of inti-
mate partner violence – physi-
cal, sexual or emotional – in 
their lifetime, and it is the same 
here in Cambodia.

“Sadly, the Covid-19 pan-
demic has resulted in an in-
crease in all forms of violence 
against women and girls and 
threatens to roll back achieve-
ments of the sustainable de-
velopment goals,” she said.

Inmates transferred 
to reduce crowding

‘Domestic violence leads 
to socio-economic costs’ 

One million Chinese Covid-19 
jabs to start rolling in from Feb

Higher education enrolment shrinks

Cambodian Higher Education Association chairman Heng Vanda. HONG MENEA

Ministry of Health spokeswoman Or Vandine says an initial shipment of the vaccine, produced by the Chinese company Sinopharm, will contain 
300,000 doses. HEAN RANGSEY

Eighty-seven out of nearly 800 inmates have been transferred. FACEBOOK
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Mom Kunthear

BanTEay Meanchey provincial po-
lice have issued orders to local au-
thorities throughout the province to 
discourage people from playing with 
fireworks, firecrackers and other ex-
plosives during festivities for the lu-
nar new year holiday which will take 
place from February 12-14.

Provincial police chief Sithi Loh 
instructed officers to educate the 
public about dangers associated 
with explosives and inform them 
of regulations prohibiting their use. 
Police must stop the importation of 

all types of incendiary devices and 
reach out to local market vendors to 
ensure compliance.

“Officers need to explain to the 
public that the sale, import and dis-
tribution of firecrackers or fireworks 
are illegal activities,” said Loh.

Preah Sihanouk Provincial Hall 
spokesman Kheang Phearum told 
The Post on january 18 that provin-
cial leaders would hold a meeting in 
February before the lunar new year 
to set out guidelines for the holiday 
and plans for special events.

“The provincial administration will 
issue an announcement letter to in-

form the public with regard to what 
will be prohibited during the holiday,” 
he said.

Phnom Penh Municipal Hall spokes-
man Meth Meas Pheakdey told The 
Post that the authority will issue guid-
ance for the upcoming celebrations.

For last year’s lunar new year fes-
tivities, Phnom Penh municipal 
governor Khuong Sreng advised all 
residents and government and pri-
vate entities to refrain from all forms 
of pyrotechnics. additionally, gam-
bling was forbidden, and religious 
or traditional parades required of-
ficial permission.

Pyrotechnics banned on lunar ny

japan aid supports 
community projects
Mom Kunthear

T
HE japanese government 
has provided $187,700 to two 
provinces for the installation 
of a small pipe water supply 

system and for constructing a school 
building under the framework of the 
Grant assistance for Grassroots Hu-
man Security Projects (KuSanOnE). 

The water supply project on Koh 
Peam reang in Prey Veng province 
has been granted a budget of $96,800.  

The school building project for Khy-
oung Lower Secondary School in Preah 
Vihear province’s Chey Saen district 
has been granted a budget of $91,000.

at the signing ceremony, japa-
nese ambassador to Cambodia Mi-
kami Masahiro said that for the first 
project, a water supply system will 
be constructed and approximately 
9.6km of pipes for a water distribu-
tion network will be installed at Koh 
Peam reang in Prey Veng. 

He said most of the people living 
on the island have difficulty access-
ing safe drinking water and face 
health risks due to the lack of a clean 
water supply there. 

“We expect that about 1,300 people 
will have access to clean and affordable 
water through this project. I sincerely 
hope that this project will lead to better 
sanitation and an improvement in the 
standard of living there,” Mikami added.

In the second project, a fully-fur-
nished five-room school building 
with four toilets, a hand washing sta-
tion and a water tank will be built at 
Khyoung Lower Secondary School.

Mikami said the building will bene-
fit 210 students and nine teachers by 

improving the quality of their educa-
tion and their learning environment.

according to the press release 
from the japanese embassy, the 
japanese government has provided 
over $63 million in grants primarily 
to local governments and non-gov-
ernmental organisations in Cambo-
dia to implement 640 KuSanOnE 
projects throughout the country.

Separately on january 13, the japa-
nese embassy also provided $182,000 
to the People’s Hope japan (PHj) 
through another grant assistance 
programme intended to be used for 
strengthening community health-
care in Kampong Cham province.

With this project, the embassy said 
the PHj aims to reduce the under-
five mortality rate and to promote 
children’s health through network-
ing between health workers and 
health volunteers in communities. 

The project also includes training 
nutritionists to advise the Village 
Health Support Group. They will do 
things like demonstrate to the com-
munity how to prepare nutritious 
meals with local ingredients.

The budget comes via the Grant 
assistance for japanese nGO pro-
gramme which started in Cambo-
dia in 2002 to support activities by 
japanese nGOs to help Cambodia’s 
reconstruction and development ef-
forts at the grassroots level. 

Since 2002, the japanese govern-
ment has provided over $41 million 
in grants via this programme to 131 
projects undertaken by japanese 
nGOs in Cambodia – mainly in the 
fields of primary education, health, 
agriculture and demining.

Authorities will educate the public on dangers of explosives ahead of the upcoming lunar New Year holiday. facebook
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Orm Bunthoeurn

jaMES BOnD actor Daniel 
Craig will virtually attend the 
launch of Cambodia’s first Safe 
Ground on january 22 at 
7:30pm in a live online event 
organised by united nations 
Development Programme 
Cambodia (unDP). 

unDP said Craig is the un 
Global advocate for the Elimi-
nation of Mines and Explosive 
Hazards. 

During the online event Craig 
will speak about why he cares so 
deeply about this issue and what 
further efforts can be made to 
end the scourge of landmines 
which still claim thousands of 
civilian lives each year.

unDP resident representa-
tive nick Beresford said the 
event has been organised to 
support Cambodia’s goal to 
achieve mine-free status by 
2025. 

Craig will be speaking with 
Cambodian Mine action 
authority (CMaa) first vice 
president Ly Thuch for the vir-
tual event.  

Beresford said the Safe 
Ground campaign turns mine-
fields into playing fields – safe 
spaces for children to learn 
and play. 

un secretary-general anto-
nio Guterres launched the five-
year Safe Ground campaign on 
april 4, 2019 as part of that 
year’s International Mine 
awareness Day, which has been 
observed annually since 2005. 

The Safe Ground campaign 
will be launched in Cambodia 
in a small village in Battambang 
province at Stoeng Toch Krom 
primary school, which is located 
on a former minefield.

Thuch told The Post on janu-
ary 19 that Cambodia is happy 
to have such a famous celeb-
rity to help raise awareness of 
the impact of mines in the 
country and to help raise more 
funds to support demining 
activities. 

“We have been working with 
unDP and they invited Daniel 
Craig [to attend]. He wanted to 
visit Cambodia but due to Cov-
id-19 [unDP] were forced to 
change the event into a video 
conference,” Thuch said.

The presence of “james 
Bond” at the Safe Ground 
event is meant to serve as a 
wakeup call to donors around 
the globe to consider the 
impacts of explosive remnants 
of war and to support Cambo-
dia’s demining efforts. 

Thuch said  Cambodia will 
show the planned video con-
ference to the annual interna-
tional mine assembly and at 
other big events related to the 
demining issue. 

He noted Cambodia still has 
800sq km of land littered with 
mines – especially along the 
border with Thailand. 

“The Kingdom will need to 
demine more than 100sq km of 
land each year going forward in 
order to meet its mine-free tar-
get date of 2025,” he said.

More efforts to conserve Siamese crocs
Soth Koemsoeun 

T
HE World Wide Fund for 
nature (WWF-Cambodia) and 
the Ministry of Environment 
are planning increased efforts 

to conserve Siamese crocodiles within 
the Srepok Wildlife Sanctuary in Mon-
dulkiri province.

WWF-Cambodia’s biodiversity re-
search and monitoring manager Milou 
Groenenberg said on january 19 that 
police have stepped up law enforce-
ment efforts to prevent the collection 
of crocodile eggs and are also cracking 
down on illegal fishing in the area.

Groenenberg said the most dan-
gerous activities threatening the 
Siamese crocodile are people hunt-
ing them for their skin and meat and 
those who try to catch them for pri-
vate farms for breeding. 

She said another problem is destruc-
tion of their habitat due to the building 
of hydropower dams upstream such 
as Sesan and Don Sahong. The open-
ing and closing of dams too quickly is 
problematic as it causes the waters to 
recede or rise too quickly thereby dis-
rupting the crocodile’s habitat.

“There are so few Siamese croco-
diles left in the wild that they are con-
sidered critically endangered and on 
the verge of extinction. We are gath-
ering more information about their 
presence [in Srepok Wildlife Sanctu-
ary] specifically so that we can work 
with the authorities and talk about 
ways to conserve them more effec-
tively before they are gone,” she said. 

Groenenberg added that the entire 
population of Siamese crocodiles in 
Cambodia was estimated to be 200 to 
300 in total remaining in the wild. 

along the Srepok river experts have 
recently spotted more than 20 signs of 
their presence like tracks or stool but 
they have not seen any actual croco-
diles so the precise extent of their 
presence in the area remains unclear.

Environment ministry spokesman 

neth Pheaktra said Cambodia was 
thought to have the most Siamese croc-
odiles left in the world with populations 
in the Cardamom Mountains, areng 
Valley in Koh Kong province and the 
Srepok river in Mondulkiri province. 

He said the wild animals under the 
most serious threat of extinction in 
Cambodia included Siamese croco-
diles, along with birds like the Bengal 
florican, Giant ibis, and three different 
species of vulture, as well as several 
ungulate – four-legged hoofed mam-
malian – species such as the Banteng.  

Pheaktra said the ministry has been 
cooperating with wildlife-conserva-
tion-focused development partners 
like WWF-Cambodia to promote 

sustainable development and stable 
conservation in order to protect these 
species from extinction.

“recently, we have seen another new 
possibility – breeding. If we rely on 
them to breed in nature, it is slow and 
there are many challenges now [due to 
small population numbers and loss of 
habitat]. So breeding them in captiv-
ity and releasing them in the wild is an 
idea we are exploring,” he said.

a ranger from the Srepok Wildlife 
Sanctuary, speaking on condition of an-
onymity because he was not authorised 
to comment, said he had participated 
in conservation efforts in the wildlife 
sanctuary for years and has never seen 
a Siamese crocodile, though he had 

spotted their tracks and stool along the 
sandy beach at the edge of the Srepok 
river when the waters receded.  

He welcomes the arrival of the WWF-
Cambodia experts and hopes they 
study the presence of the crocodiles 
in the river in detail so that it might be 
possible to conserve them throughout 
the entire Srepok Wildlife Sanctuary. 

“When I go on patrol, I have never 
met a Siamese crocodile in person – 
but I have seen signs of their presence 
like their tracks. We just don’t really 
know how many Siamese crocodiles 
are left in the Srepok river so they 
should try to find out and hopefully 
they can then lay out some plans for 
us to protect them,” he said.

youth groups win un human rights awards
Niem Chheng

THE Office of the un High Com-
missioner for Human rights 
(OHCHr) in Cambodia recog-
nised six youth groups with 
young Human rights Champi-
ons 2020 awards for outstanding 
contributions to the promotion 
and protection of human rights 
and accountability.

Contest participants were 
taught about addressing human 
rights issues and trained in 
video production skills and 
then tasked with developing 
their own video content 
addressing specific human 
rights issues in the nation.

The six winning projects 
were submitted by groups 
comprising 27 individuals 
aged 15 to 23 that were select-
ed from 18 nominated groups 
totalling 82 participants. 

The competition was organ-
ised by several local nGOs 
working on youth issues in 
partnership with the embas-
sies of japan and Sweden.

The winning videos describe 
living free from discrimination, 
the duty of citizens to register 
to vote and cast ballots, the 
rights of young adults to choose 
their professions, representing 
people with disabilities in pol-
icy making, protecting the 
rights of migrant workers and 
the issue of discrimination 

against former prisoners.
The selections were shared 

on OHCHr’s social media 
channels.

Contest participant Sok 
Khim thanked the OHCHr 
and its partners for organising 
the event. He said the project 
inspired young people to par-
ticipate in promoting human 
rights through expressing their 

individual opinions. 
un Human rights deputy 

representative Claudia de La 
Fuente told The Post on janu-
ary 18 that the OHCHr 
acknowledged the hard work 
and commitment of all youth 
candidates in the contest. 

“We all feel inspired by their 
commitment and enthusiasm to 
promote and protect human 

rights in Cambodia. un Human 
rights Cambodia will continue 
developing youth projects to 
respond to the Cambodian 
youth’s interest to learn about 
and promote human rights 
issues that are relevant to all peo-
ple in Cambodia,” she said.

nobuo Mori, first secretary at 
the japanese embassy, said 
during the ceremony on janu-

ary 16 that he was very encour-
aged by watching all of the 
videos. He was impressed by 
the fact that young people were 
looking at various pertinent 
social issues and addressing 
them from fresh points of view.

“The social issues you have 
addressed are not unique to 
Cambodia but are occurring in 
every country, and the willingness 
of your generation to improve 
the situation is the key to making 
changes,” he said, adding that 
the accumulation of such small 
efforts would invariably become 
a foundation for the Kingdom to 
achieve further positive develop-
ment in the future.

“as a long-time friend, japan 
will play our role in supporting 
the democratic development 
of Cambodia,” he said.

Cambodian Human rights 
Committee spokesman Chin 
Malin lauded the event as an 
opportunity for young people 
to learn practical skills like 
conducting research and 
reaching out to interview peo-
ple connected to the topics 
they chose to address. 

“It helps them to analyse and 
express their opinions on 
human rights issues based on 
scientific methods. It will help 
young people understand 
human rights and how they 
can exercise their rights under 
the law,” Malin said.

Bond 007 
advocates 
Kingdom’s 
demining

A Siamese crocodie is caught by an automatic camera earlier this month. WWF-Cambodia

A contest participant receives an award for her contribution to advancing human rights. UNHCR
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Continued from page 1

Moving to the next step of the 
senior government approval 
process, the committee urged 
the inter-ministerial working 
group to prepare additional 
recommendations.

Commerce ministry spokes-
man Long Kemvichet told The 
Post on January 19 that the 
amendments would help 
improve the business environ-
ment in Cambodia.

He stressed that the addition 
of a number of regulations and 
procedures will prop up the 
applicable mechanisms, pro-
vide a whole new level of clar-
ity and coherence of the laws 
and make it easier to do busi-
ness in the Kingdom.

The amendments will also 
buoy economic growth, he said. 
“We hope that the revision of 
those regulations and proce-
dures will contribute to attract-
ing a growing number of busi-
nesses to invest in Cambodia.”

Cambodia Chamber of Com-
merce vice-president Lim 
Heng said the amendments 
were long-awaited by the pri-
vate sector, describing the cur-
rent procedure to update busi-
ness information as an 
overly-complicated, multi-
layered bureaucratic process 
that does not go hand-in-hand 
with the ongoing socio-tech-
nological evolution.

He said: “Amending the Law 
on Commercial Enterprises 
and the Law on Commercial 
Rules and Registration not 
only reduces time and budget 
overrun, but also cuts down on 
bureaucracy.”

“Adjusting business proce-
dures is a promising way for 
the government to encourage 
and sweeten the pot for locals 
and foreigners to further invest 
in Cambodia. It will thereby 
also accelerate Cambodia’s 
economic growth,” he said.

The current version of the 
Law on Commercial Rules and 
Registration was enacted on 
June 26, 1995, while the Law 
on Commercial Enterprises 
was enacted on June 19, 
2005.
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Trading informaTion on Cambodia SeCuriTieS exChange

Auction Trading Method (ATM)

no SToCk CloSing PriCe oPening PriCe high low

1 ABC 16,920 16,720 16,920 16,720

2 GTI 3,400 3,500 3,500 3,400

3 PAS 13,980 14,000 14,000 13,680

4 PEPC 2,940 - 2,940 2,940

5 PPAP 11,760 11,760 11,760 11,640

6 PPSP 1,590 1,570 1,600 1,530

7 PWSA 6,280 5,900 6,280 5,900

Date: JANUARY 19, 2021

Business

GDT, GDCE formally link databases
May Kunmakara

T
HE general depart-
ments of Taxation 
(GDT) and Customs 
and Excise (GDCE) 

on January 18 formally con-
nected their databases in an 
effort to modernise revenue-
collection efficiency, trans-
parency and the ease of doing 
business, according to a press 
release from GDT.

Set up in 2018, a joint work-
ing group between the Minis-
try of Economy and Finance’s 
two departments has been 
working to streamline the pro-
vision of data that can be anal-
ysed and used to strengthen 
the management and collec-
tion of revenue from tax and 
customs in a transparent, ac-
countable, efficient and effec-
tive manner, GDT said.

The records will better equip 
the departments to imple-
ment government regulations 
concerning measures that are 
tailored to best prevent and 
suppress tax evasion, it said.

“The launch of the data-auto-
mation system-integration be-
tween the GDT and the GDCE 
exemplifies the newest advanc-
es in capturing the potential 
and opportunities of technol-
ogy to strengthen inter-institu-
tional cooperation,” GDT said.

The move will facilitate 
data sharing between the 

departments via information 
technology (IT) systems and 
ensure the precision of the 
information in line with the 
government’s deep reform 
programmes, it said, listing 
the Public Financial Manage-
ment Reform Programme and 
Revenue Mobilisation Strat-
egy 2019-2023 as examples.

It added: “At the same time, 
it is an important contribution 
to the promotion of e-govern-
ment and the fourth industrial 

revolution, especially as an ef-
fective response to the Ease of 
Doing Business [jump].

“[It also] promotes equality 
of investment and responds 
to the effects of the Covid-19 
pandemic which require so-
cial distancing and avoiding 
gatherings.”

Anthony Galliano, group 
CEO of financial services firm 
Cambodia Investment Man-
agement Co Ltd, told The Post 
on January 19 that while the 

departments fall under the 
finance ministry and are the 
nucleus of revenue generation 
and collection for the country, 
the perception until recently 
was that they operated more 
detached than linked.

He lauded the launch of the 
online business registration 
as a milestone achievement 
for the Kingdom in ministe-
rial interface and another step 
in the government’s push to 
connect ministries, and its ini-

tiative of relevant data sharing 
among its departments. 

He said: “This data linkage 
is particularly consequen-
tial for tax enforcement and 
compliance and will be a 
valuable tool for auditors. It 
should avail the opportunity 
to verify and validate terms 
of importation and exporta-
tion of goods, particularly as-
sociated tariffs, customs, and 
duties declared, and if they 
are reported compliantly and 
correctly by the taxpayer. 

“It also provides a cross-
check between governmental 
departments, which can only 
be advantageous in discour-
aging tax evasion and recalci-
trant behaviour within.

“I believe it is another in a 
series of achievements by the 
government in promoting 
compliance and ease of do-
ing business in the Kingdom, 
which will receive more and 
more recognition in the glob-
al business community.”

GDT said it collected 
11.70052 trillion riel ($2.88 bil-
lion) in tax revenue last year, 
up 423.20 billion riel or 3.73 
per cent compared to 2019.

Meanwhile, GDCE’s rev-
enue collection plummeted 
16.2 per cent to $1.272 billion 
in the first half of last year 
from $1.517 billion compared 
to the corresponding period 
in 2019.

Passenger numbers plunge 81.3 per cent in 2020
Thou Vireak

PASSEnGER traffic at Cambodia’s three 
international airports took an 81.3 per 
cent nosedive last year from 2019, 
while cargo traffic dropped 29.9 per 
cent amid disruption caused by the 
Covid-19 pandemic, according to an 
industry insider.

Khek norinda, communications and 
public relations director at Cambodia 
Airports, the long-standing owner and 
manager of the three airports, told The 
Post that global frontier restrictions and 
the extremely tight entry requirements 
in force in the Kingdom – “particularly 
from those inbound from China” – 
sharply penalised passenger traffic.

Considering the financial toll that 
Covid-19 has taken on the world econ-
omy and the global aviation sector, 
norinda pointed out that cargo traffic 
in Cambodia had sustained a rela-
tively light hit.

He contended that the strong reduc-
tion in commercial flights, and hence 
cargo capacity, had weakened demand 
for air freight. 

“Having an accurate outlook is chal-
lenging as the Covid-19 situation is con-
stantly and rapidly evolving. We cur-
rently rely on a handful of flights to and 
from a few Chinese cities, Singapore and 
South Korea and we don’t expect many 
changes in the next three months.

“The trend is on a downward spiral 
due to tightening travel restrictions and 
quarantine measures,” norinda said.

Cambodia Logistics Association 
president Sin Chanthy said that while 
the air freight situation had yet to see 
a recovery, land and water transport 
activity has seemingly snapped back 
to normal.

He said: “We saw a decrease in air 
cargo in 2020 and have no projection 
for a recoupment.”

Cambodia Association of Travel Agents 

president Chhay Sivlin previously told 
The Post that the drop in passengers and 
air cargo was due to a government ban 
on the issue of visas for tourists.

She said: “Consequently, goods 
transport follows the same pattern. 
When there aren’t many tourists com-
ing in and going out, the demand for 
goods declines in concordance.

“We still see people travel to Cambo-
dia looking for investment opportuni-
ties with high hopes of starting a new 
venture in our country.

“We acknowledge the decline. As 
Covid-19 tightened its grip, the govern-
ment stopped issuing visas for travel-
lers. now we only provide visas for 
businesspeople and diplomats, not 
tourists, so the magnitude of the drop 
in passengers is bound to be huge.”

According to norinda, Cambodia cur-
rently has six cargo carriers that operate 
service routes to and from Hong Kong, 
Islamabad, Hyderabad, Dubai, Doha, 

Dubai, the uAE and Bangkok.
International airports in the King-

dom welcomed 11.6 million passen-
gers in 2019, marking a 10.2 per cent 
hike from the previous year, Cambodia 
Airports reported.

In 2019, Phnom Penh International 
Airport surpassed the six-million passen-
ger mark for the first time, with passenger 
growth recorded at 11.2 per cent.

Sihanoukville International Airport 
saw even more remarkable growth, 
with passengers growing by a whop-
ping 158 per cent. The airport wel-
comed 1.6 million passengers in 2019.

Siem Reap International Airport, in 
contrast, saw a decline of 12.3 per cent 
in the number of passengers, with just 
3.9 million people passing through the 
airport that year.

The three airports combined serve 
55-plus destinations and welcome 700 
regular flights per week, according to 
Cambodia Airports.

The GDT and GDCE linked their databases to modernise revenue-collection efficiency. hENG ChIVOAN

USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,072 1.2733 6.4817 104.01 4.0500 1.3291 30.04 0.7710 1.2122 1.3614

Revisions to 
laws to prop 
up business 
environment
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S Korea’s ICT 
exports grow 
3.8% in 2020

SOUTH Korea’s exports of 
information and commu-
nication technology (ICT) 

products in 2020 increased 3.8 per 
cent year-on-year, data showed.

According to the Ministry of 
Science and ICT on January 18, 
exports of ICT products reached 
$183.6 billion for the whole of 2020, 
the third-highest amount ever.

Shipments had declined in the 
first half of the year due to a sharp 
contraction in global demand 
during the onset of the Covid-19 
pandemic, but bounced back in 
the following half, largely driven 
by semiconductors and computer 
parts, the ministry explained.

Semiconductor exports in 2020 
increased 5.4 per cent year-on-
year to $100.3 billion, accounting 
for around 55 per cent of the 
country’s total exports of ICT 
products. Outbound shipments of 
non-memory chips, in particular, 
increased 17.6 per cent to reach a 
record high of $30.3 billion.

Exports of computer prod-
ucts too surged 53.1 per cent to 
$13.9 billion, backed by a strong 
demand for solid state drives. The 
country’s exports of SSD products 
last year doubled to $10.1 billion.

South Korea’s exports of mobile 
devices, however, slid six per cent 
year-on-year to $11.3 billion. Out-
bound shipments of displays also 
fell 5.1 per cent to $20.7 billion.

Meanwhile, South Korea’s 
exports in 2021 are expected 
to maintain an upward trend, 
supported by a strong overseas 
demand for semiconductors and 
organic light-emitting diode pan-
els, the ICT ministry projected. THE 

KOREA HERALD/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Thou Vireak  

T
HE Ministry of Commerce and 
the Kampot Pepper Promo-
tion Association (KPPA) have 
devised a plan to further boost 

Kampot pepper exports this year, now 
armed with its coveted geographical in-
dication (GI) status in more countries.

KPPA president Nguon Lay made 
the remark at a January 19 meeting 
with the ministry’s Department of In-
tellectual Property Rights.

He said: “In pushing to create a mar-
ket for more medium- and large-scale 
farmers, how should we go about se-
lecting those who will supply compa-
nies with their produce when most 
target only small farmers?”

Stakeholders are bending over 
backwards to better harness the stra-
tegic potential of the commodity’s GI 
brand, he said. “How does one dis-
tribute all the Kampot pepper to the 
world market?”

He said five companies have entered 
contract farming with 280 small-scale 
Kampot pepper farmers for the 2021 
harvest season.

The Czech-owned EU Land and Pep-
per Investment Co Ltd has entered into 
the most contract farming agreements 
– with at least 180 Kampot-pepper 
farm households – to supply 10 tonnes 
of peppercorns for this year, he said.

Farm Link Ltd meanwhile has penned 
contracts with 70 small-scale farmers 
for the upcoming harvest, he added.

“They pledge to buy up all the Kam-
pot pepper that farmers produce. Last 
year, Farm Link bought 21 tonnes of 
Kampot pepper from farmers, prom-
ising to further increase that amount 
this year,” Lay said.

Pov Pheng, who owns more than 
300 wooden Kampot-pepper-vine 
stakes, which are anchored into the 
ground for the pepper plants to grow 

around, said farmers are preparing for 
the harvest, which is widely expected 
be more than last year.

He said the farmers are riding a 
wave of confidence created by past 
contract farming agreements. “We’re 
likely to see a more stable market this 
year that’s more robust too.”

Cambodia exported more than 70 
tonnes of Kampot pepper to the interna-
tional market last year, according to Lay.

He said prices now stand at $15 per 
kg for black pepper, $25 per kg for red 
pepper and $28 per kg for white pep-
per. According to him, the prices have 
not changed in five years.

He said the crop has gained GI pro-
tection from more than 50 countries.

The latest KPPA data, released in 
April, show membership has in-
creased to 455 households this year 
from 118 in 2010. But Lay told The 
Post on November 4 that 68 out of the 
association’s then-447 households 
had abandoned the crop.

The April statistics show that land 
designated for Kampot pepper cul-
tivation has increased from 10ha in 
2010 to 290ha today – exclusively in 
Kampot and Kep – which can yield 
82.78 tonnes of the commodity per 
annum, according to KPPA.

Cambodia exported 8.55 million 
tonnes of its six most profitable agro-
industrial crops, through formal and 
informal channels, worth more than 
$2.32 billion last year as of December 
15, according to Minister of Agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries Veng Sakhon.

In a December 24 post on his official 
Facebook page, the minister listed the 
crops as cassava, cashew nuts, man-
goes, yellow bananas, peppercorn 
and Pailin longan.

During the period, the Kingdom 
shipped out 5,005.65 tonnes of 
GI and non-GI peppercorn worth 
$25,490,200.

Business
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GI tags key to Kampot pepper exports

UK trade lobby urges 
help for virus-hit firms
BRITAIN’S main business 
lobby on January 19 urged the 
government to extend its fur-
lough jobs support scheme 
and taxation holidays to help 
coronavirus-plagued firms.

With fears that tens of thou-
sands of small businesses could 
collapse, the Confederation of 
British Industry (CBI) called on 
finance minister Rishi Sunak to 
act urgently, claiming compa-
nies could not afford to wait 
until his annual budget on 
March 3 for new measures.

CBI director-general Tony 
Danker said in a statement: 
“Many tough decisions for busi-
ness owners on jobs, or even 
whether to carry on, will be 
made in the next few weeks.

“The government has done so 
much to support UK business 
through this crisis, [but] we don’t 
want to let slip all the hard work 
from 2020 with hope on the hori-
zon [amid vaccine rollouts].”

The CBI has urged Sunak to 
again extend the furlough 
scheme that is funding the 
bulk of wages for millions of 
private sector workers.

The multi-billion-pound sup-
port plan, launched last March, 
is set to expire at the end of April 
but the CBI wants it to go on 
until the end of June.

The lobby group is also seek-
ing deferred payments of value 
added taxation (VAT), and an 
extension to a pause in busi-

ness rates levied on commer-
cial property.

Much of the UK re-entered 
lockdown this month, with 
restrictions similar to the 
country’s initial Covid curbs 
imposed mostly during the 
second quarter of 2020.

Danker said on January 19: “The 
government’s support from the 
very start of this crisis has pro-
tected many jobs and livelihoods, 
and progress on the vaccine roll-
out brings real cause for optimism.

“But almost a year of dis-
rupted demand and extensive 
restrictions to company oper-
ations is taking its toll. 

“Staff morale has taken a hit. 
And business resilience has hit 
a sobering new low.”

The UK government has spent 
about £300 billion ($409 billion) 
in emergency measures to stem 
chronic economic fallout, send-
ing Treasury debt soaring.

And recent data showed that 
Britain’s economy slumped 2.6 
per cent in November from 
October, stoking fears that the 
current lockdown could spark 
a double-dip recession.

Danker meanwhile added that 
he hoped to see improved busi-
ness regulatory rules after Britain 
finally departed the EU’s single 
market at the start of the year.

He told reporters: “Better 
regulation, smarter regulation, 
more modern regulation is 
definitely of interest.” AFP

Vietnam Airlines to raise up to $347M
VIETNAM’S State Capital 
Investment Corp (SCIC) plans 
to invest eight trillion dong 
($347 million) in Vietnam Air-
lines JSC (HVN). The amount 
is equal to 25 per cent of HVN’s 
charter capital.

SCIC director-general Nguy-
en Chi Thanh told a press con-
ference on January 14: “Viet-
nam Airlines will issue eight 
trillion dong in shares to exist-
ing shareholders to raise its 
charter capital. And SCIC, rep-
resenting the government, will 
buy the shares.”

The two sides had a meeting 
to work out the HVN share 
price, Thanh added.

Vietnam Airlines is creating a 
share offering plan to raise its 
charter capital and needs to get 
opinions from the State Securi-
ties Commission of Vietnam. 
Meanwhile, SCIC’s mission is 
to price HVN’s share value.

To define the share offering 
price, Vietnam Airlines has to 
evaluate its own value based 
on its five-year business plan. 
But Covid-19 is a biggest chal-
lenge for the carrier’s business 
plan since there is no indica-
tion of when the pandemic will 
be over and international 
flights can resume.

Thanh said: “Amid the spread 
of Covid-19 around the world, it 
is very difficult to create a busi-
ness plan for Vietnam Airlines. If 
there is no business plan, we 
cannot judge the enterprise’s 
value. Only when Vietnam Air-

lines opens international flights, 
can its business improve.”

“So to price Vietnam Airlines, 
SCIC will select a well-known 
accounting firm with a good 
reputation to assess the carri-
er’s value. That accounting firm 
can use one of a number of 
business valuation methods.

On the Ho Chi Minh Stock 
Exchange, HVN’s share price 
declined 0.65 per cent to fin-
ish January 18 at 30,650 dong. 

The shares increased nearly 
7.4 per cent since the begin-
ning of this year.

In its third-quarter result, 
Vietnam Airlines posted a 
decline of more than 70 per 
cent to 7.6 trillion dong in con-
solidated revenue. It reported 
a loss of nearly four trillion 
dong in profit after tax.

As for the carrier’s perform-
ance in 2020, its consolidated 
revenue reached 42.5 trillion 

dong, including 33 trillion 
from its parent company. The 
results exceeded their respec-
tive targets by 1.9 trillion and 
448 billion dong.

It was projected to suffer a 
loss of 14.4 trillion dong. Of the 
total, its parent company’s loss 
in 2020 was estimated at more 
than 12 trillion, which was 2.42 
trillion lower than the previous 
forecast. VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS 

NETWORK

In its third-quarter result, Vietnam Airlines posted a decline of more than 70 per cent to 7.6 trillion dong in 
consolidated revenue. It reported a loss of nearly four trillion dong in profit after tax. VIETNAM NEWS AGENCY/VIET 
NAM NEWS

Cambodia exported 5,005.65 tonnes of peppercorn worth $25,490,200 last year. KPPA



Business
8 THE PHNOM PENH POST  january  20, 2021  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

MyanMar on january 18 
announced it was cancel-
ling contracts with a Thai 
industrial giant to work on a 
controversial deep sea port 
project.

The Dawei mega-project 
was touted as a way to en-
courage foreign investment 
in Myanmar as it emerged 
from decades of military rule, 
but it has been hit by numer-
ous setbacks, including fund-
ing struggles and local oppo-
sition.

as well as a port, the long-
delayed project around the 
southern town of Dawei aims 
to develop an industrial area 
of around 200sq km.

The committee in charge of 
the Dawei Special Economic 
Zone said Monday it had “lost 
confidence” in Italian-Thai 
Development (ITD) after re-
peated issues.

announcing the cancellation, 
the Dawei Special Economic 
Zone Management Commit-
tee complained of “repeated 
delays, continuing breaches of 
financial obligations under the 
contracts and the concession-
aires’ failure to confirm their 
financial capacity to proceed 
with development”.

The chair of the Dawei 
management committee Tun 
naing said Myanmar would 
now look for new developers 
to invest in the projects.

ITD could not be reached 
for immediate comment.

The Bangkok-based firm 
had already scaled back its 
involvement in the project in 
2013, while japan has shown 
some interest in getting in-
volved. AFP

Foxconn invests in 
$270M laptop plant 
in Vn’s Bac Giang

Myanmar 
scraps Thai 
mega-port 
investment

a Major supplier of apple 
products has signed a deal to 
build a factory in Vietnam.

Foxconn Singapore Pte Ltd 
will build a $270 million plant 
to produce laptops and tablets 
at Quang Chau industrial park 
in the northern province of 
Bac Giang.

The company was among four 
projects of Singaporean and 
Hong Kong investors with total 
capital of nearly $570 million 
awarded investment certificates 
at a ceremony on january 18.

Besides Foxconn, risesun 
Investment Pte Ltd (Singapore) 
will invest $75 million in a plant 
to produce plastic and com-
posite products and $6 million 
into another factory to manu-
facture PVC decorative films at 
Hoa Phu industrial park.

ja Solar Investment (Hong 
Kong) Ltd will invest $210 mil-
lion in a photovoltaic manu-
facturing plant at Quang Chau 
industrial park.

addressing the ceremony, 
chairman of the provincial 

People’s Committee Le anh 
Duong pledged to provide in-
vestors with the best techni-
cal infrastructure and services 
while facilitating administra-
tive procedures for those in-
vesting in the locality.

He said Bac Giang would or-
ganise regular dialogues with 
enterprises to remove bottle-
necks in a timely manner.

The official asked the inves-
tors to carry out their projects 
in line with schedule, pri-
oritise high technologies in 
production, as well as work to 
balance the benefits of their 
companies and the workers.

The investors should work 
with local authorities to receive 
timely support and access pref-
erential investment policies in 
the province, he added.

Zhuo Xianhong, director-gen-
eral of Foxconn in Vietnam, on 
behalf of the investors, pledged 
to abide by Vietnamese laws.

He said he hoped to receive 
support from authorities in Bac 
Giang. VIET NAM NEWS/ANN

China GDP tops 100T yuan for first time
C

HIna’S stronger-
than-expected eco-
nomic rebound and 
continuous struc-

tural improvements last year 
have signalled that the coun-
try’s pursuit of high-quality 
growth is set to gain more mo-
mentum this year, officials and 
experts said on january 18.

The world’s second-largest 
economy grew by 2.3 per cent 
in 2020, and it should be the 
only major economy to have 
achieved annual growth, the 
national Bureau of Statistics 
(nBS) said on january 18.

The country’s annual gross 
domestic product (GDP) came 
in at 101.6 trillion yuan ($15.7 
trillion) last year, surpassing 
100 trillion yuan for the first 
time and indicating that its 
overall national strength has 
reached a new level, the bu-
reau said.

nBS head ning jizhe said: 
“Main targets and tasks for eco-
nomic and social development 
have been accomplished with 
better-than-expected results.”

Economic growth norma-
lised to pre-Covid-19 levels 
in the fourth quarter last year 
and hit 6.5 per cent year-on-
year, up from 4.9 per cent in 
the third quarter, ning said, 
adding that the achievements 
were hard-earned amid the 
pandemic and global eco-
nomic recession.

Multiple factors will help sus-
tain steady economic recovery 
into 2021, he said, pointing to 
the country’s vast domestic 
market as having provided a 
strong buffer against external 
uncertainties while accelerat-
ing digitalisation spurs high-
quality development.

The government will fur-
ther reform efforts to narrow 
income gaps and boost new 
consumption growth points, 
while expanding investment 

to address weak links in the 
economy, ning said.

Experts said they expect re-
viving consumption to replace 
investment and exports as 
the main driver of economic 
growth this year, underpin-
ning strong annual growth 
forecasts between seven and 
nine per cent.

a low comparison base in 
2020, ramped-up investment 
in manufacturing sectors and 
new types of infrastructure as 
well as exports buoyed by the 
global economic recovery will 
also help sustain China’s eco-
nomic rebound, they said.

The country’s consumer 
market has gradually recov-
ered from the effects of Covid-
19, with the growth in retail 
sales recovering to 4.6 per cent 
year-on-year in the fourth 
quarter, versus 0.9 per cent in 
the third quarter, even as local 
Covid-19 cases constrained 

consumption in December, 
according to nBS.

recovering incomes and 
stabilising employment have 
boosted experts’ confidence 
in the anticipated recovery in 
consumption. The surveyed 
urban jobless rate nationwide 
was 5.2 per cent last month 
and 5.6 per cent on average for 
the whole year, below the gov-
ernment’s annual control tar-
get of six per cent, nBS said.

Per-capita disposable in-
come grew by 2.1 per cent in 
real terms to 32,189 yuan last 
year, with income growth for 
rural residents coming in at 
3.8 per cent and outpacing 
their urban counterparts, the 
bureau said.

ICBC International chief 
economist Cheng Shi said: 
“The narrowing income gap 
between urban and rural 
residents, in tandem with the 
quicker sales of goods related 

to consumption upgrades in 
the fourth quarter, signalled 
that consumption upgrading 
will percolate to lower-tier 
cities and rural areas, creat-
ing new growth points of con-
sumption.”

accelerating digitalisation 
should be another key struc-
tural improvement in 2020 that 
will help bolster high-quality 
development this year, experts 
said, with the use of 5G, intel-
ligent technologies and the in-
ternet of things to further inject 
economic momentum.

The value-added output 
of high-tech manufacturing 
sectors rose by 7.1 per cent 
last year, outpacing the 2.8 
per cent growth for the whole 
industrial sector, according 
to nBS. Investment in high-
tech industries grew by 10.6 
per cent in 2020, versus 2.9 
per cent of total fixed-asset 
investment.

as the economy embarks on 
the 14th Five-year Plan (2021-
2025), which turns self-reli-
ance in science and technol-
ogy into a strategic pillar for 
national development, invest-
ment in innovation and new 
types of infrastructure will be 
stepped up this year, experts 
said.

Dutch bank InG chief China 
economist Iris Pang she ex-
pects active fiscal stimulus 
in 2021 to support technol-
ogy research and develop-
ment, companies in difficul-
ties and the development of 
green energy, while monetary 
policy is expected to remain 
unchanged given an upbeat 
growth picture.

China’s GDP is expected to 
grow by 12 per cent year-on-
year in the first quarter of this 
year and seven per cent for the 
whole year, Pang said.

Despite promising growth 
prospects, officials and ex-
perts highlighted the need to 
be wary of mounting uncer-
tainties, especially the pan-
demic situation and geopoliti-
cal tensions.

nBS’ ning said the recent lo-
cal resurgence of Covid-19 cases 
in some areas has brought un-
certainties to future economic 
recovery, but the impact should 
be limited as the country has 
established plans to rapidly 
contain the spread and mini-
mise related economic losses.

Catherine yeung, invest-
ment director at global asset 
manager Fidelity Internation-
al, said: “For this year, should 
global growth not recover, 
policymakers in China still 
have the tools to implement 
stimulus support, especially 
given that relative to other 
central bankers last year, they 
were very conservative with 
easing measures.” CHINA DAILY/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK

China’s gross domestic product grew 2.3 per cent last year to 101.6 trillion yuan ($15.7 trillion). PIXABAY

SK HynIX will launch con-
sumer solid state drives in 
South Korea for the first time, 
the company said on janu-
ary 18, as the remote working 
trend boosted demand for 
personal storage devices.

The South Korean chip-
maker will introduce two 
models – Gold P31 and Gold 
S31 – which were launched 
in the uS market in 2020 and 
2019, respectively, and re-
ceived positive reviews.

Gold P31 is an PCI Express 
SSD model, the world‘s first 
consumer SSD with 128-layer 
nanD, that can be used for 
any motherboard that has an 
available slot.

Listed specifications in-

clude a performance of 3500 
megabytes per second (MBps) 
read speed and 3200MBps 
write speed.

available in capacities of 500 
gigabytes (GB) and one terabyte 
(TB), the Gold P31 model also 
features Hyperwrite technol-
ogy, offering optimised speeds 
for gamers and content pro-
ducers, according to SK hynix.

another model to be 
launched is the SaTa-based 
Gold S31 that comes in ca-
pacities of 250GB, 500GB and 
1TB, with listed specifica-
tions of 560MBps read and 
525MBps write speeds.

With the launches, SK hynix 
will vie with Samsung Elec-
tronics in a consumer gadget 
segment that is seeing an in-
creasing demand for SSD, with 
people working from home 
and using personal computers 
amid the Covid-19 pandemic.

Samsung Electronics last 
year launched its second-gen-
eration quad-level cell (QLC) 
flash drive, the 870 QVo SaTa 
SSD with 8TB capacity and 
PCIe SSD model 980 Pro. THE 

KOREA HERALD/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Chipmaker SK hynix says will launch 
consumer solid state drives in S Korea

Available in capacities of 500 gigabytes (GB) and 1 terabyte (TB), the Gold P31 model also features 
Hyperwrite technology, offering optimised speeds for gamers and content producers. SK HYNIX
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uS’ Biden pushes unity days before taking over
O

n the cusp of becoming 
uS president, joe Biden 
pressed on january 18 
for unity, while President 

Donald trump remained secluded 
in the White house at the centre of 
a capital inundated with troops and 
security barriers.

Biden marked the Martin Luther 
King jr holiday with a trip from his 
home in Delaware to pack food 
bags for charity in Philadelphia – a 
gesture symbolising his call for uS 
citizens to come together after four 
divisive years.

Biden said in a video marking the 
occasion: “Service is a fitting way to 
start to heal, unite and rebuild this 
country we love.”

But the 78-year-old Democrat’s fer-
vent appeals for optimism and heal-
ing – which are also set to dominate 
his inauguration ceremony at noon 
on january 20 – are running up against 
the hard reality of multiple crises.

Covid-19 is out of control, vaccine 
distribution is stumbling and econom-
ic recovery remains in the balance.

the uS’ rocky transition of power 
was underlined on january 18 when 
Biden’s spokeswoman quickly dis-
missed trump’s announcement that 
a Covid-19 ban on travellers arriv-
ing from much of europe and Brazil 
would be lifted later this month.

trump had refused for more than 
two months to accept the results of 
november’s presidential election, 
and the country is seething with di-
vision and anger.

When Biden takes the oath of office 
at noon on january 20, he will face a 
city under the protection of more 
than 20,000 national Guard soldiers.

Checkpoints and large zones closed 
to ordinary citizens mean there will 
be only a smattering of guests. Simi-
lar lockdowns have been imposed at 

state capitol buildings around the 
country where local authorities fear 
provocations from right-wing groups 
ahead of the inauguration.

the acting defence secretary Chris-
topher Miller said the military and FBI 
was vetting the national Guard troop-
ers, who carry automatic weapons, in 
case any of them posed a threat.

he said: “While we have no intel-
ligence indicating an insider threat, 
we are leaving no stone unturned in 
securing the capital.”

In a culturally significant mark, 
the legendary country singer Garth 
Brooks said he was joining the musical 
line-up at Biden’s ceremony, stressing 

this was “not a political statement, 
this is a statement of unity”.

Lady Gaga and jennifer Lopez are 
already set to perform.

Trump mulls pardons
trump, who has still not con-

gratulated Biden or invited him for 
the traditional tea visit in the Oval 
Office, has been largely out of the 
public eye since his supporters ram-
paged through Congress on january 
6, triggering his historic second im-
peachment a week later.

his final Gallup poll as president on 
january 18 showed him exiting with 
34 per cent approval, his record low.

according to uS media, one of 
trump’s final actions could be an-
nounced on january 19 at the lat-
est – scores of pardons for convicted 
criminals.

Speculation is mounting over 
whether trump will take the unprec-
edented and legally murky step of is-
suing himself and his children, who 
work as campaign and White house 
advisers, pre-emptive pardons.

according to Cnn and other out-
lets, trump has a list of about 100 
people he will grant clemency.

after what The New York Times re-
ports has been an intense lobbying 
effort, these are expected to be a mix 

of white collar criminals and people 
whose cases have been championed 
by criminal justice activists.

More controversial possible par-
dons that have been the subject of 
speculation for months would be for 
the likes of edward Snowden, julian 
assange and trump’s influential ad-
viser Stephen Bannon.

If trump gave himself or his chil-
dren a pardon – something current-
ly not expected – that would ensure 
a politically explosive finale to one 
of the most polarising presidencies 
in uS history.

a self-pardon might also harden 
anger at trump among republicans 
in the Senate, which is expected to 
start an impeachment trial soon.

When trump announced that the 
uS would lift Covid-19 travel bans 
on europe and Brazil starting from 
january 26, Biden’s spokeswoman 
shot back saying the ban would stay 
– the latest twist in the chaotic end 
of trump’s time in office.

Inauguration snub
trump, the first president to lose 

re-election since George hW Bush 
was replaced by Bill Clinton, is skip-
ping Biden’s inauguration – the first 
ex-president to snub his successor 
in a century and a half.

On january 20, he’ll travel to his Mar-
a-Lago golf club residence in Florida, 
departing the White house early in 
order to benefit from full presidential 
travel privileges up to the last minute.

Marine One will take him from the 
White house to joint Base andrews 
to catch air Force One – the presi-
dential plane that will no longer be 
his to use from noon.

according to a Bloomberg report, 
trump is organising a military send-
off for himself at andrews, watched 
by a crowd of invitees. AFP

Fears for Sudan’s Darfur region after nearly 140 killed
the latest inter-ethnic vio-
lence to rock Sudan’s restive 
Darfur region had killed near-
ly 140 people by january 18, 
tribal leaders said just weeks 
after a peacekeeping mission 
ended operations.

Clashes left 55 people dead in 
South Darfur on january 18, 
after a separate round of vio-
lence in West Darfur reportedly 
killed 83 and displaced tens of 
thousands over the weekend.

It was the worst violence 
reported since the signing of a 
peace agreement in October, 
which observers had hoped 
would end years of war.

the bloodshed, which 
appeared not to involve any 
signatories to the deal, came 
just over two weeks after the 
un- african union peace-
keeping force unaMID ended 
years of operations.

While former rebels have 
committed to laying down 
their arms, decades of conflict 
have left the vast, impover-
ished region awash with weap-
ons and divided by bitter rival-
ries over land and water.

In South Darfur, fighting 
broke out early on january 18 
between the powerful arab 

rizeigat tribe and the Fallata, 
a cattle and camel-herding 
people who trace their roots to 
the Fulani of western africa.

Local Fallata leader Mohamed 
Saleh said: “the clashes between 
the rizeigat tribe and the Fal-
lata tribe have killed 55 people, 
and wounded 37 others.”

he said several homes were 
torched in the attack, which 
appeared to be in revenge for 
Fallata tribe’s killing of a rizeigat 
member around a week ago. 

the fighting in South Darfur 
comes after at least 83 people 
were killed in clashes between 
rival ethnic groups on january 
16-17 in el-Geneina, the capital 
of West Darfur state.

On january 18, Sudan news 
agency (Suna) quoted the 
West Darfur governor as say-
ing the death toll was yet to be 
confirmed as uncounted bod-
ies remained at the scene of 
the fighting.

aid group Save the Children 
urged all sides to lay down 
their arms “before the situa-
tion gets out of control”.

the charity’s Sudan director 
arshad Malik said the wounded 
had overwhelmed healthcare 
centres and that “we have seen 

disturbing photos of injured 
and dying people on the floors 
and corridors of hospitals”.

the group warned that 
“many children will have been 
separated from their parents, 
and will now be at risk of 
exploitation”.

Sudanese authorities said 
they had sent a “high-profile” 
delegation to calm tensions.

the vast north-east african 
country has been undergoing 
a fragile transition since the 
april 2019 ouster of president 
Omar al-Bashir following mass 
protests against his rule.

the Sudanese Professionals 
association, an umbrella group 
which spearheaded the protests 
against Bashir, said on january 
17 that the violence showed the 
“deficiencies” of the peace deal, 
saying it failed to address the 
root causes of the conflict.

Bashir, who is in custody and 
on trial in the Sudanese capital 
of Khartoum, is wanted by the 
International Criminal Court 
for alleged genocide and war 
crimes in Darfur.

Darfur endured a bitter con-
flict that erupted in 2003, leav-
ing roughly 300,000 people 
dead and 2.5 million displaced, 

according to the un.
the war had erupted when 

ethnic minority rebels rose up 
against Bashir’s arab-dominat-
ed government, which respond-
ed by recruiting and arming a 
notorious arab-dominated mili-
tia known as the janjaweed.

the main conflict has sub-
sided over the years but ethnic 
and tribal clashes still flare peri-
odically, largely pitting semi-
nomadic arab pastoralists 
against settled farmers.

On December 31, the una-
MID force formally ended its 
13 years of operations in the 
region. It plans a phased with-
drawal of its approximately 
8,000 armed and civilian per-
sonnel within six months.

Fearing deadly violence, 
Darfur residents held protests 
in late December against 
unaMID’s departure.

the un secretary-general’s 
spokesman Stephane Dujar-
ric cal led on Sudanese 
authorities to “bring an end 
to the fighting”.

he said in a statement: “esca-
lating inter-communal violence 
has resulted in scores of deaths 
and injuries, the displacement 
of nearly 50,000 people and the 

destruction of property.”
norwegian refugee Council 

secretary-general jan egeland 
warned that “the ugly face of 
war” could return to Darfur 
and called for more aid and 
protection.

egeland tweeted: “Interna-
tional support must not fade.”

Sudan’s transitional govern-
ment, a power-sharing 
arrangement between gener-
als and civilians, signed a 
peace deal with rebel groups 
in Sudan’s main conflict zones, 
including Darfur, in October.

Gibril Ibrahim, leader of the 

justice and equality rebel 
movement, wrote on twitter 
that the violence in West Dar-
fur was “a human tragedy”.

another rebel leader, Mini 
Minawi, urged implementa-
tion of the peace deal called 
for “reconciliation” between 
Darfuri tribes.

two groups have refused to 
join the peace deal, the latest 
in a string of agreements, 
including the Sudan Libera-
tion Movement (SLM) faction 
led by abdelwahid nour, which 
is believed to have consider-
able support in Darfur. AFP

The ‘Field of Flags’ is pictured on the National Mall as the US Capitol Building is prepared for the inauguration ceremonies for 
President-elect Joe Biden and Vice President-elect Kamala Harris on Monday in Washington, DC. Biden and Harris will be sworn 
into office on Wednesday. AFP

A convoy of Sudanese security forces deploy during a rally in el-Geneina, 
the capital of the West Darfur state. AFP
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Vietnam readies for 13th party congress
D

uE to Covid-19, 
nearly 100 foreign 
c o r re s p o n d e n t s 
have registered to 

virtually make coverage of 
the upcoming 13th congress 
of the Communist Party of 
Vietnam (CPV), as reported 
by Voice of Vietnam (VOV).

The information was re-
vealed by Le Manh Hung, 
deputy head of the CPV Cen-
tral Committee’s Commission 
for Information and Educa-
tion, and head of the Press 
Centre of the upcoming CPV 
Congress.

Hung told reporters at a press 
briefing at the press centre on 
january 18: “This is the first 
time in history of the Party con-
gresses, correspondents of for-
eign media agencies will give 
coverage of the event online 
due to the Covid-19 pandemic.

“We have invited 32 corre-
spondents from 17 Party-run 
media agencies overseas, and 
the Ministry of Foreign affairs 
have invited 67 correspon-
dents from foreign media 
agencies to cover the event.”

Hung added that as many 
as 474 reporters from 191 lo-
cal media agencies and pub-
lications have registered to 
provide widespread coverage 
of the congress.

according to the director, 
preparations for the press 
centre have been basically 
completed. The centre has put 
forth specific programmes 
and scenarios to facilitate the 
operation of reporters.

PM: Boost air pollution control
Prime Minister nguyen 

Xuan Phuc has demanded 
subordinate levels strengthen 
air pollution control as air 
quality in many localities, 
particularly Hanoi and Ho 
Chi Minh City, has worsened.

Particularly, Phuc tasked 
ministries and localities to 
immediately review and eval-
uate the implementation of 
regulations on dust and emis-
sion control right in the first 
half of this year.

He asked for promptly en-
hancing air quality monitor-

ing capacity to ensure that air 
will be monitored nationwide 
by 2025.

The Ministry of natural 
resources and Environment 
was tasked to review and re-
port to the prime minister a 
roadmap for application of 
national emission standards 
for road motor vehicles in the 
fourth quarter of this year.

The main causes to air pol-
lution in Vietnam come from 
exhaust of transport means, 
construction activities, in-
dustrial production and low 
rate of trees in urban areas.

Fine particulate matter 
(PM2.5) is the most concern-
ing air pollutant in Vietnam. 
another problem is dust from 
commercial and residential 
construction sites. Thousands 

of construction sites filled with 
trucks that are heavily loaded 
with sand and cement create 
perpetual dust storms.

In a bid to reduce air pollu-
tion, Phuc signed Decision no 
985a/QD-TTg in 2016 approv-
ing the national action plan 
on air quality management by 
2020 with the vision to 2025.

The decision outlines activ-
ities – including determining 
and keep an eye on pollution 
sources and monitoring air 
quality at all levels – which 
will inform actions towards 
air quality improvement, ac-
cording to VGP news.

2011 CPV platform
The 13th CPV Congress will 

review the 2011-2020 imple-
mentation of the Political Plat-

form (supplemented in 2011) 
and the socio-economic de-
velopment strategy for 2011-
2020, said associate Professor 
nguyen Viet Thong, Secretary-
General of the Central Theo-
retical Council, according to 
Vietnam news agency.

according to Thong, the 
10-year implementation of 
the platform has resulted in 
development in terms of both 
theory and reality.

It could be affirmed that the 
platform remains a flag of ide-
ology, combat and great na-
tional unity to build a strong 
country with rich people and 
equitable, democratic and 
civilised society, Thong said.

Former head of the Institute 
of Philosophy Prof Dr nguyen 
Trong Chuan, who joined the 

drafting process of documents 
for the 7th CPV Congress, in-
cluding the 1991 platform on 
national construction in the 
period of transition to social-
ism, said that the 13th CPV 
Congress will make new con-
tributions.

The 13th Congress will look 
at many issues regarding the 
country, the world, as well as 
the path Vietnam is taking to 
narrow the development gap 
with developed countries and 
maintain the socialist orien-
tation.

He said documents to be 
submitted to the 13th Congress 
have summed up 45 years since 
the national liberation, and ex-
pressed his belief that the plat-
form will be implemented in 
the best manner.

Costa Rican Covid positive
a Costa rican man, 59, was 

among two latest Covid-19 
cases confirmed in Vietnam 
on january 18, raising the pa-
tient tally to 1,539, according 
to VGP news.

The man flew from the uaE 
to Hanoi on january 16 on 
flight KE394.

He is being treated at the 
national Hospital for Tropical 
Diseases in Hanoi’s Dong anh 
district.

Patient 1,538 is a 28-year-
old man in My Tho city of the 
Mekong Delta province of 
Tien Giang.

He flew from the uS to 
South Korea and then took 
flight Vn431 to the central 
city of Danang on january 13.

The patient is being treated 
at the Da nang Hospital for 
Lung Diseases.

The same day, 22 patients 
were declared free of Covid-
19, taking the total recoveries 
to 1,402.

So far, Vietnam has reported 
35 Covid-19 fatalities, includ-
ing 31 in Danang and three 
in Quang nam province, VGP 
news said.

VN authors get Japan prize
The third Inoue yasushi 

awards by the japan Founda-
tion and Inoue yasushi Me-
morial Foundation honoured 
four Vietnamese authors on 
january 18 for their theses on 
novels by japanese writers, 
according to VOV.

In the researcher category, 
first prize went to Chau Hong 
Thao who produced an excel-
lent thesis about two novels 
written by Haruki Murakami 
and Kazuo Ishiguro.

Second prize was awarded to 
local researcher nguyen Huu 
Minh for his thesis on a novel 
written by natsume Soseki, 
while nguyen anh Tuan re-
ceived third prize for a thesis 
on a poem by Manyoshu.

In the student category, 
nguyen Chi anh claimed 
fourth prize for his thesis that 
compared the poetry of female 
poets Kokinshu and Manyoshu, 
VOV said. Vietnam times

‘Singapore airport jab centre can inoculate 4,000 a day’
WHEn raffles Medical Group received 
the call to set up a vaccination centre 
at Singapore’s Changi airport Termi-
nal 4, it took just five days to get the 
whole operation up and running.

Last week, more than 1,000 aviation 
workers were vaccinated there in a 
trial run of operations.

Full-scale vaccination of air crew 
and front-line workers started on 
january 18, and the centre will inoc-
ulate 7,000 people this week.

There is scope to ramp up capacity 
even further, said the centre’s lead 
physician, Dr Tan joo Peng.

Dr Tan, 38, told reporters on janu-
ary 18: “It was a combined effort 
between ourselves and our Changi 
airport Group counterparts to set 
this up in fairly record time.

“We have 27 vaccination stations, 
so based on a conservative planning 
norm of 12 patients per hour and 14 
hours of operations per day, I am 
fairly confident we can do 4,000 vac-
cinations, if not more.

“[We have] the ability to scale up 
further if the nation calls for it.”

The aim, Dr Tan said, is to keep the 
total time it takes for a person to get 
vaccinated to under an hour, includ-
ing 30 minutes of observation time to 
ensure there are no adverse effects.

a medical fridge, which can store 
more than 10,000 doses, was spe-
cially brought in as the Pfizer-Bion-
Tech vaccine has to be stored at 
minus 70 degrees Celsius.

Dr Tan said proper “storage of the 
vaccine is critical. We don’t want any 
wastage”.

Operations managers on the 
ground also look at the flow of people 
at the centre and prepare the appro-
priate number of jabs.

It takes 30 minutes to prepare the 
vaccine as it has to be got up to room 
temperature.

at any one time, there are 70 doc-
tors, nurses and healthcare attend-
ants at the centre to render treatment 
and attend to emergencies.

Dr Tan said: “We have EpiPens and 
adrenaline. all the resuscitation 
equipment is on hand.”

Fortunately, there have not been 

any adverse reactions to the vaccines 
so far, he said. Common complaints 
include aching near the injection site 
and minor headaches.

“For those with minor reactions, it 
is actually very safe. It is mainly those 
who have had anaphylaxis [a severe 
allergic reaction] that are a no-go,” 
Dr Tan said.

anthony Low, a duty manager for 
ground-handling and in-flight cater-
ing firm Sats Ltd, got his jab last week 
with his wife, who is also in the avia-
tion sector.

While the 52-year-old has a drug 
allergy, that did not stop him from 
volunteering to be vaccinated.

“I felt it would protect not only myself, 
but also the people around me,” said 
Low, who works in passenger services.

Singapore airlines pilot anwar 
Salim, 49, who was vaccinated on 
january 18, said: “It was quite a pain-
less procedure.”

Sats president and CEO alex Hungate, 
who also got vaccinated on january 18, 
said aviation workers have even more 
reason to step up and get vaccinated, 

given the pressure that the industry has 
been under due to Covid-19.

Of the 10,000 Sats staff here, 2,000 
have already registered for the shots.

Hungate said Sats does not intend 
to make vaccinations compulsory.

He said: “It is up to individuals 
whether or not they want to take the 
vaccine. Our role is to make sure they 
have all the facts before they make 
the decision.” tHe stRaits times (sinGaPORe)/

asia neWs netWORK

Le Manh Hung, deputy head of the Communist Party of Vietnam (CPV) Central Committee’s Commission for Information and Education, and head of 
the Press Centre of the upcoming Party Congress. VOiCe OF Vietnam

Front-line workers in the aviation industry registering for Covid-19 vaccination at 
Singapore’s Changi Airport Terminal 4 on Monday. tHe stRaits times
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T
HE three main challenges 
aSEan will face post-pan-
demic – digitalisation, supply 
chains, and human capital – 

have been widely discussed. Each of 
these has been emphasised in the 
aSEan Comprehensive recovery 
Framework (aCrF) and its imple-
mentation plan. 

undoubtedly, aSEan’s continued 
prosperity requires proper manage-
ment of its evolution during the “new 
normal”. But what needs to be 
emphasised is that digital technology 
adoption, supply chain resilience, 
and skills development are going to 
be even more integrated in the post-
pandemic world, and thus require a 
coordinated development strategy. 

We know that digitalisation has 
accelerated due to the pandemic. The 
pandemic has forced us to push the 
limits of digital technology, and we 
are learning more about its efficiency 
and effectiveness. There are also large 
investments geared toward making 
digital interaction more seamless. 

The constantly improving efficacy 
of digital technology in performing 
economic transactions will make it 
an indispensable tool. In particular, 
digitalisation will feature heavily in 
supply chains, which is itself under-
going profound transformation. 

The Covid-19 pandemic has forced 
many businesses to rethink their sup-
ply chains. In the short term, they 
had to adjust to the disruptions in 
flow of goods and people due to 
domestic lockdowns and border clo-
sures. This also forced them to look 
for ways to increase supply chain 
resilience. Businesses have three 
options in this regard – consolida-
tion, diversification, and reshoring. 

Consolidation is done to try to keep 
suppliers close to production bases, 
for example by sourcing input locally. 
Diversification consists of finding 
multiple sources of input either 
domestically or in new countries. 

Finally, reshoring is returning eco-
nomic activity back to the home 
base. Digital technology will play a 
key role in which of these options are 
preferable to firms. 

Consolidation and reshoring are 
related to the concentration force of 
technology, while diversification is 
related to the dispersion force of tech-
nology. as professor Fukunari Kimura, 
chief economist of Econimic reserach 
Institute for aSEan and East asia 
(ErIa), explained, concentration is 
when economic activity gets consoli-
dated. By using technology, firms can 

perform a lot of activities that normally 
require outsourcing. In particular, 
technology can be labour-saving in 
that tasks done by humans can now be 
automated and done by computers. 

There is less reason for multina-
tionals to seek low-wage countries 
for cost savings. Instead, they can 
invest in technological upgrading. at 
the same time, technology also cre-
ates dispersion forces so that more 
economic activity can be coordinated 
at a distance. 

With seamless communication, it is 
not necessary for production to take 
place in the same location, but this can 
be dispersed across multiple places. 

For aSEan, maintaining the vitality 
of supply chains is necessary, so it 
needs to pay attention to reorganisa-
tion. after all, aSEan’s economic 
growth has been driven by forming 
strong international production link-
ages within aSEan and with East asia. 
But supply chains in the digital age 
will look a lot different. In particular, 
due to the greater role of digital tech-
nology in supply chains, digital infra-
structure and skills development has 
become vital for supply chain vitality. 

as the types of economic activity 
and related technologies change, so 
does demand for corresponding 
skills. In the past few decades, much 
of aSEan growth relied on foreign 

investment in labour-intensive man-
ufacturing sectors, which easily com-
plemented the types of skills aSEan 
workers could offer. However, tech-
nological developments have out-
paced the upgrading of our skill 
development system, so now many 
aSEan workers do not possess the 
skills needed in the new jobs that are 
being created. The future of work 
looks great for workers who possess 
the right kinds of skills. Workers and 
firms that can harness and comple-
ment digital technology will greatly 
benefit from these trends. 

Skills development is not only an 
enabler of technology adoption and 
supply chain resilience, but also 
depends on it. Skill acquisition is a 
decision made by individuals by 
comparing the cost and benefits of 
investing in these skills. Technology 
adoption and vibrant economic 
activity will ensure that there are ade-
quate opportunities for the workforce 
to hone their skills. 

as demand for workers that com-
plement digitalisation grows, their 
wages will rise faster than those 
without such skills. In response to 
rising wages, individuals would nor-
mally acquire the skills that are in 
high demand; this increasing sup-
ply would check the rise in wages 
while also enabling more people to 

benefit from digitalisation. 
But the ability of workers to respond 

to signals from the market will largely 
depend on their access to the skills 
development system. a system needs 
to be in place that will enable workers 
to inculcate skills that will be highly 
valued in a digitalised world. 

aSEan policymakers need to think 
of digitalisation, supply chain resil-
ience, and skills development within 
an integrated recovery and growth 
strategy. Digital technology offers 
opportunities for aSEan countries to 
revitalise their traditional sectors like 
agriculture and manufacturing and 
enhance productivity of the MSMEs. 

But to take full advantage, businesses 
need to access a global market by plug-
ging into supply chains and engaging a 
skilled workforce. Likewise, a resilient 
supply chain is necessary for aSEan’s 
continued growth. It will ensure that 
aSEan consumers can access goods 
and services at a low cost from every-
where, and that aSEan firms can 
engage in the global value chain. 

But attracting new investment in 
supply chain activity will require 
expansion of digital technology and a 
skilled workforce. the jakarta post/asia 

news network

The writer is an economist at Economic Research 
Institute for ASEAN and East Asia (ERIA) 

Opinion
Rashesh Shrestha

Key issues in post-pandemic 
ASEAN economic recovery

Digital technology offers opportunities for ASEAN countries to revitalise their traditional sectors like agriculture and manufacturing and 
enhance productivity of the MSMEs. afp
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Sin Setsochhata carries on a music legacy
Roth Sochieata

a
S a child, Sin Setsochhata 
had tagged along with her 
father when he would sing 
on stage and by the time 

she was a teenager she was already 
familiar not only with performing on 
stage but also with composing music 
and writing lyrics for her own songs.

But she often felt like all anyone 
would ever want to hear were the 
songs of her famous grandfather, the 
legendary Sin Sisamouth, perhaps 
Cambodia’s most celebrated singer 
from its pre-war period of cultural 
renaissance.

Over the past few years, Setsoch-
hata has been busy working in music 
production for films and with online 
entertainment outlets but she had 
avoided pursuing a career as a pro-
fessional artist until just recently.

The day she began to officially 
see herself as a professional art-
ist was january 14 to be exact, an 
important day for her career and a 
turning point in her life because she 
released her debut single with an of-
ficial announcement (and her first 
appearance as a professional artist) 
taking place at a press conference at 
raffles Hotel Le royal.

The 27-year-old artist embarked 
on her journey by signing with 
KlapyaHandz Music, an indepen-
dent/alternative hip-hop record 
label that has had a steadily grow-
ing influence on the contemporary 
Cambodian music scene over the 
past two decades by promoting and 
supporting some of the country’s 
most creative and original artists.

The fact that her late grandfather 
was the legendary Cambodian croon-
er Sin Sisamouth was, ironically, the 
thing that made her hesitate to get 
involved with the music industry at 
first, Setsochhata tells The Post.

 “It was funny how my whole 
family – from my grandpa to 
my parents to my brother, all 
of them are artists, but when it 
came to me I was just not ready 
to live that life yet,” she said. 

Though she’s always been 
recognised as being naturally 
talented, and she had many 
invitations to ap-

pear on entertainment programs 
when she was younger, Setsochhata 
had previously been reluctant to car-
ry on the family’s musical legacy.

 “In my father’s generation I saw how 
people [at the time] didn’t really value 
artists. I saw very clearly – firsthand – 
how hard it was to live like one.”  

She overcame her doubts after the 
deaths of her father and her brother. 
Losing them woke up the artist in-

side of her and she is 
now determined to 

continue on this 
path for her fam-
ily and she hopes 

that in doing so 
she can make 
her late father, 
Sin Chanch-
haya, proud.

“I am hap-
py now 
that I have 

finally made the decision to stand 
up and be heard – regardless of what 
the future holds – because I’m doing 
it for my family,” she says.

Though Setsochhata hadn’t been 
actively performing on stage or re-
cording until the past year or so, she 
had started to get involved profes-
sionally with the music industry over 
the past few years as people began 
to recognise that she had inherited 
the family’s ear for music and that 
she had quietly developed her own 
musical proficiency and skill set. 

She started out in 2018 by editing 
three songs for the film Music Magic 
Love and then in 2019 she was asked 
to sing a cover of her grandfather’s 
most famous song Champa Battam-
bang for the soundtrack to the film In 
the Life of Music directed by Caylee So 
and Sok Visal, which was Cambodia’s 
submission in 2019 to the Oscars for 
the foreign-language film category. 

after spending some time working 
on her original music and rehears-
ing Sethsochhata signed with the 
KlapyaHandz label.

Setsochhata has a lifetime of expe-
rience singing on the stage already 
with events like charity concerts, 
weddings and other informal ap-
pearances, but she still never called 
herself an artist. That was just part 
of everyday life in her family. 

However, the decision to become 
a professional artist worried her 

because she doesn’t want to live 
the rest of her life in her grand-

father’s shadow or constantly 
be compared to him. 

“To be clear, I don’t 
mean that I want to cut off 
my grandfather’s blood-

line or that 
I reject his lega-
cy, because that 
isn’t true at all 
either,” she in-
sists.  

On the day 
of her debut 
she says she is 

also worried 
b e c a u s e 

this is her first time doing something 
like this and she doesn’t know how the 
process works or how things will go. 

She has no clue if the music she 
made will be liked and supported by 
the Cambodian public or fans of her 
grandfather, father or brother but 
she says that whatever happens she 
can handle it. 

“I just want people to know me be-
cause of me and not just because of 
my grandfather or anyone else from 
my family,” she says. 

Sethsochhata tells The Post that 
from a young age she started tagging 
along with her father when he per-
formed at restaurants, bars and night 
clubs in the late 90s and early 2000s as 
a means to support the family and she 
would find herself captivated by the 
atmosphere of his live performances. 

“It saddens me to hear people 
comparing me to him and asking 
such dumb questions like ‘why does 
her voice sound different from her 
grandpa’s or her father’s’.

 “My goal is to keep being myself, 
do things my own way and make art 
that is my own,” she says. 

Sethsochhata has written and re-
corded three original songs so far for 
KlapyaHandz. The first song to de-
but will be Realization, which takes 

inspiration from the blues genre. The 
other two songs are also scheduled 
for release in the near future. 

Two of her first three songs are 
sung in Khmer and one of them is in 
English. The song with English lyrics 
has a different feel than the Khmer-
language songs, and is mainly about 
her life experiences.

Sethsochhata says she decided to 
sing a song in English because it was 
a dream of hers from a young age 
when she discovered that she really 
loved listening to English-language 
[american or western-style] music. 

She says that was the music that re-
ally inspired her and motivated her to 
make her own music and she wants 
to sing in both English and Khmer to 
see if she can appeal to both Cambo-
dian and international audiences. 

“My mother tongue will always be 
my first priority because some of my 
songs will have a meaning that is just 
for Cambodians but I’m also going to 
do songs in English because I believe 
this will be the next step for us as art-
ists to go from the local market to the 
international stage,” she says.

Sethsochhata says she didn’t want 
to release too many songs at once 
because composing a song takes an 
outpouring of spontaneous emo-
tion and feeling.

“I don’t want to force [the song-
writing process] by biting off more 
than I can chew. I will try to take 
things slowly,” she says.  

Sethsochhata told The Post that she 
didn’t want this whole article to just 
be about her or her family and so she 
insisted we mention her gratitude to 
the KlapyaHandz founder and cre-
ative director Sok Visal who she says 
is like a brother to her. 

“I decided to work with him be-
cause he is kind and having an art-
ist blow-up [in popularity] isn’t as 
important to him as making sure 
that his artists enjoy the creative 
process and that they love what 
they’re doing. He lets us choose to 
do what we love and he never forc-
es us to do anything. 

“That’s why I’m comfortable and 
don’t feel pressured working with him. 
and I mean ‘with’ him. just to clarify 
things, I am not working ‘for’ him. 

“We are working together for the 
[sake of] art and music in Cambo-
dia,” she concludes.  

To see the music video for Sin 
Sethsochhata’s song “realization” 
check @KlapyaHandzMusic  this 
February 8th on Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/
KlapyaHandzMusic/

KlapYaHandz creative director Sok Visal (left) and label artist Sin Setsochhata during the press conference on January 14. SUpplied

The 27-year-old embarked on her journey by signing with KlapYaHandz Music. SUpplied



13THE PHNOM PENH POST  january  20, 2021  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

Lifestyle

Squatters threaten 
oldest archeological 
city in the americas

Mini fish-like robots swim in schools

H
aving survived for 5,000 
years, the oldest archeo-
logical site in the ameri-
cas is under threat from 

squatters claiming the coronavirus 
pandemic has left them with no 
other option but to occupy the sa-
cred city.

The situation has become so bad 
that archeologist ruth Shady, who 
discovered the Caral site in Peru, 
has been threatened with death if 
she doesn’t abandon investigating 
its treasures.

archeologists in Caral said that 
squatter invasions and destruction 
began in March when the pandemic 
forced a nationwide lockdown.

“There are people who come and 
invade this site, which is state prop-
erty, and they use it to plant,” arche-
ologist Daniel Mayta said.

“it’s hugely harmful because 
they’re destroying 5,000-year-old 
cultural evidence.”

Caral is situated in the valley of the 
Supe river some 182km north of the 
capital Lima and 20km from the Pacific 
Ocean to the west.

Developed between 3,000 and 1,800 
BC in an arid desert, Caral is the cradle 
of civilisation in the americas.

its people were contemporaries of 
Pharaonic Egypt and the great Mes-
opotamian civilisations.

it predates the far better known 
inca empire by 45 centuries.

none of that mattered to the squat-
ters, though, who took advantage 
of the minimal police surveillance 
during 107 days of lockdown to take 
over 10ha of the Chupacigarro ar-
cheological site and plant avocados, 
fruit trees and lima beans.

“The families don’t want to leave,” 
said Mayta, 36.

“We explained to them that this 
site is a [unESCO] World Heritage 
site and what they’re doing is seri-
ous and could see them go to jail.”

Death threats
Shady is the director of the Caral 

archeological zone and has been 
managing the investigations since 
1996 when excavations began.

She says that land traffickers – who 
occupy state or protected land ille-
gally to sell it for private gain – are 
behind the invasions.

“We’re receiving threats from 
people who are taking advantage 
of the pandemic conditions to oc-
cupy archeological sites and invade 
them to establish huts and till the 
land with machinery . . . they destroy 
everything they come across,” said 
Shady.

“One day they called the lawyer who 
works with us and told him they were 

going to kill him with me and bury us 
five metres underground” if the arche-
ological work continued at the site.

Shady, 74, has spent the last quar-
ter of a century in Caral trying to 
bring back to life the social history 
and legacy of the civilisation, such 
as how the construction techniques 
they used resisted earthquakes.

“These structures up to five thou-
sand years old have remained stable 
up to the present and structural en-
gineers from Peru and japan will ap-
ply that technology,” said Shady.

The Caral inhabitants understood 
that they lived in seismic territory.

Their structures had baskets filled 
with stones at the base that cush-
ioned the movement of the ground 
and prevented the construction 
from collapsing.

The threats have forced Shady to 
live in Lima under protection.

She was given the Order of Merit 
by the government last week for ser-
vices to the nation.

“We’re doing what we can to en-
sure that neither your health nor 
your life are at risk due to the effects 
of the threats you’re receiving,” Pe-
ru’s President Francisco Sagasti told 
her at the ceremony.

Police arrests
Caral was declared a unESCO World 

Heritage site in 2009.
it spans 66ha and is dominated by 

seven stone pyramids that appear to 
light up when the sun’s rays fall on 
them.

The civilisation is believed to have 
been peaceful and used neither 
weapons nor ramparts.

Closed due to the pandemic, Caral 
reopened to tourists in October last 
year and costs just $3 to visit.

During the lockdown, several ar-
cheological pieces were looted in 
the area and in july last year, police 
arrested two people for partially de-
stroying a site containing mummies 
and ceramics. afp

inSPirED by how schools of 
fish intuitively synchronize 
their movements, Harvard 
scientists have engineered 
miniature underwater robots 
capable of forming autono-
mous swarms.

Each robotic fish, known as 
a “Bluebot,” is equipped with 
cameras and blue LED lights 
that sense the direction and 
distance of others inside wa-
ter tanks.

They swim using flapping 
fins rather than propellers, 
which improves their effi-
ciency and maneuverability 
compared to standard under-
water drones.

“it’s definitely useful for 
future applications – for ex-
ample a search mission in the 
open ocean where you want 
to find people in distress and 
rescue them quickly,” said 
Florian Berlinger, the lead 
author of a paper about the 
research that appeared in Sci-
ence Robotics on january 13.

Other applications could 
include environmental moni-
toring or inspecting infra-
structure.

Existing underwater multi 
robot systems rely on indi-
vidual robots communicat-
ing with each other over radio 
and transmitting their gPS 
positions.

The new system moves 
closer to mimicking the natu-

ral behaviour of fish, which 
shows complex, coordinated 
behaviour without following 
a leader.

The 3D printed robots are 
about 10cm long, and their 
design was partly inspired by 
Blue tang fish that are native 
to the coral reefs of the indo-
Pacific.

The robots use their camera 
“eyes” to detect other robots 
in their peripheral vision, 
then engage in self-organis-

ing behaviour, which include 
flashing their lights simul-
taneously, arranging them-
selves in a circle, and gather-
ing around a target.

Berlinger described a test in 
which the robots were spread 
out across a water tank to 
seek out a light source.

When one of the robots 
found the light, it sent out a 
signal to the others to gather 
around, in a demonstration of 
a search-and-rescue mission.

“Other researchers have 
reached out to me already to 
use my Bluebots as fish sur-
rogates for biological studies 
on fish swimming and school-
ing,” said Berlinger, explaining 
that the robot collectives can 
help us learn more about col-
lective intelligence in nature.

He hopes to improve the de-
sign so that it doesn’t require 
LEDs and can be used outside 
laboratory settings such as in 
coral reefs. afp

A group of tourists poses for a picture during a visit at the Caral archaeological complex in Supe-Peru last Wedneday. afp

The 5,000-year-old citadel, one of the oldest civilisations in the Americas, have been 
invaded by rural workers who are claiming hunger and needs due to the pandemic. afp

an iTaLian centenarian has 
become one of the oldest peo-
ple in the world to get a Covid-
19 vaccine, months after she 
survived a coronavirus infec-
tion, her retirement home said.

Fatima negrini, who is due 
to turn 109 on june 3, received 
the jab on january 18 along 
with other residents of the 
anni azzurri San Faustino 
care home in Milan, said a 
spokesman.

“The arrival of the vaccine for 
her and all guests and staff . . . 
represents a moment of great 
happiness and a first step to-
wards a return to peaceful ev-
eryday life inside the facility,” 
said Matteo Tessarollo.

When negrini shook off the 
virus last year, the Corriere della 
Sera newspaper quoted her as 
saying: “god forgot about me.”

italy began coronavirus 
vaccinations on December 27 
and has since inoculated 1.15 
million people.

On Monday, a vaccine was 
also given to Sami Modiano, a 
90-year-old Holocaust survi-
vor from rome, according to 
regional president and leader 
of the centre-left Democratic 
Party nicola Zingaretti.

Posting a picture of Modia-
no getting the jab on Twitter, 
Zingaretti called it “an image 
of trust and hope for every-
body”. afp

italian centenerian 
oldest to receive jab

Fatima Negrini, who is 108-years-old, receives the Covid-19 vaccine jab 
on Monday at the Anni Azzurri San Faustino care home in Milan. afp

Harvard scientists have engineered miniature underwater robots known as ‘Bluebot’ which are capable of 
forming autonomous swarms. afp
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Fill-in at the office
  5 Happen
 10 Daily intake
 14 Met piece
 15 Sprang forth
 16 Certain citrus
 17 Floral lady?
 20 Get ready for a dubbing
 21 Camden Yards ennead
 22 Tense
 25 Email folder
 26 Short life story?
 29 Lamenter’s sound
 31 Baseball card stat
 35 Industrious creature
 36 “___ forgiven” (apology accepted)
 38 Late bard Angelou
 39 Director’s place
 43 Mimicry expert
 44 One drawing a bead
 45 Chad-to-Egypt dir.
 46 Barbershop bands
 49 Capri currency, once
 50 Few and ___ between
 51 Taboo temptation

 53 Blitzing linebacker’s coup
 55 Make confused
 58 Lifting device
 62 Children’s game
 65 Sky bear
 66 Undo
 67 Sets of mathematical points
 68 More than crave
 69 Mississippi formation
 70 Starter with “ran”
DOWN
  1 It may be plain or sweet
  2 Moran of “Happy Days”
  3 Country ___ (great distance)
  4 Check recipient
  5 Muttonhead
  6 Old PC display part
  7 West Coast salmon
  8 Cybercafe patrons
  9 Critique, as a film
 10 Like many employees
 11 Inspect figures?
 12 Flamenco cheers
 13 Tinkerer’s initials
 18 Hemingway hero
 19 Top-rated

 23 Doubloon material
 24 1945 meeting site 
 26 Rum cakes
 27 Fumble-fingered
 28 This, that or the ___
 30 Nothing, in Old Rome
 32 Thief, in Yiddish
 33 Scavenging canine
 34 Stun gun cousin
 37 Tournament round
 40 Like a good alibi
 41 They’re delivered in shots
 42 Christmas display
 47 Rich man’s game
 48 Deceived by flattery
 52 Really bizarre
 54 Cute bear
 55 Auger
 56 Other
 57 Indian dish (Var.)
 59 Golden calf, e.g.
 60 Min. components
 61 The Jimi Hendrix Experience, e.g.
 62 Entertainment
 63 A New York minute?
 64 Pasture

“THE MIDDLE” 

Tuesday’s solution

Tuesday’s solution

Lifestyle

Israel studies forest to 
find new habitat for 
endangered gazelles
I

srael is one of the last 
places where the endan-
gered mountain gazelle 
roams in the wild but, as 

development shrinks their nat-
ural savannah habitat, ecolo-
gists are studying if they can 
also thrive in forests.

Wildlife experts hope their 
population can recover in 
woodlands like the Forest of 
the Martyrs west of jerusalem, 
where six million trees were 
planted after World War II, re-
flecting the number of jews 
killed in the Holocaust.

To study how the animals are 
adapting to their new environ-
ment and food sources, a team 
at the Volcani Center, Israel’s 
agricultural research organisa-
tion, has been collecting their 
droppings to study the quality 
of their diets.

armed with small shovels, 
they walked its foliage-covered 
paths recently which led team 
leader Guy Dovrat and his staff 
to what they call “a station”, de-
lighted to find the small dark 
pellets deposited by the ani-
mals.

analysis already suggests the 
slender herbivores can indeed 
adapt to the forest ecosystem, 
Dovrat said.

Gazelles are still found in 

northern and southern Israel, 
near the coastline and in the je-
rusalem area, Dovrat said, with 
forests now constituting “the 
last large open spaces where 
gazelles can live”.

The International union for 
Conservation of nature placed 
the mountain gazelle on its 
“red list” in 2017, saying its 
population was declining due 
to poaching, road kills and 
habitat degradation.

endemic to the levant, their 
population in Israel is now 
estimated at about 5,000, but 
falling due to urbanisation and 
other pressures, according to 
yoram yom-Tov of Tel aviv uni-
versity and uri roll of Ben Gu-
rion university in Beersheva.

‘Last stronghold’
new roads, towns and homes 

in Israel have reduced the ani-
mals’ habitat, fragmented their 
territories and isolated gazelle 
populations, the two scientists 
note in an article published in 
Oryx – The International Jour-
nal of Conservation.

The animals also face threats 
from cars, predators like 
wolves or jackals, and even 
hunting, although it is prohib-
ited in Israel.

The article noted that despite 

Israel being the mountain ga-
zelle’s “last stronghold”, popu-
lations there too are declining 
and not meeting their full re-
productive potential.

Dovrat, for his study, joined 
forces with the jewish nation-
al Fund which manages the 
Forest of the Martyrs, planted 
in 1951.

“We have set up this part-
nership to see how in the fu-
ture we can use data [on ga-
zelles] to better manage the 
forest,” said yahel Porat, 45, 
an ecologist and landscape 
gardener at the jnF.

One way of aiding the gazelles 
is planting vegetation they fa-
vour, Porat said.

Dovrat’s team was also install-
ing cameras on trees to capture 
the movement of gazelles and 
to estimate their number.

“It’s important for us to know 
where there are gazelles to 
adapt our activity in the forest, 
to avoid disturbing them and 
to keep from pushing them to-
wards the roads,” Porat said.

The jnF has recently put in 
place ecological bridges over 
roads to allow gazelles to move 
from forest to forest, he said.

“It’s one of the most impor-
tant things we can do today to 
preserve them.” AFP

Israel is one of the last places where the endangered mountain gazelle roams in the wild but, as development 
shrinks their natural savannah habitat, ecologists are studying if they can also thrive in forests. AFP

Mountain gazelles are pictured near a populoated area on a hill next to a forest in the suburb of Jerusalem 
last Tuesday. Wildlife experts hope their population can recover in woodlands. AFP



Sport
15THE PHNOM PENH POST  january  20, 2021  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

Shubman Gill struck a stylish unbeat-
en 64 before lunch on the final day of the 
decisive fourth Test on Tuesday to keep 
India on course for the draw they need 
to retain the border-Gavaskar Trophy.

India were 83 for one at the break 
chasing 328 to win the series against 
australia or, more likely, needing to bat 
out the final two sessions for a draw at 
the Gabba.

Gill’s 64 came off 117 balls and includ-
ed five boundaries and an audacious six 
over third man in the final over before 
the break.

Cheteshwar Pujara was alongside Gill 
on eight on the final day of a fascinating 
Test match. 

India started the morning on four for 
no loss after bowling australia out for 
294 just before rain stopped play late on 
the fourth day.

australia’s hopes of series-clinching 
victory were raised early when pace 
spearhead Pat Cummins drew rohit 
Sharma forward to a ball that caught 
the outside edge, Tim Paine taking a fine 
diving catch in front of first slip.

but Gill looked untroubled against the 
australian attack as he and Pujara put on 
65 runs for the second wicket and raised 
hopes of India achieving a historic victory.

Pujara was given a torrid workover 
by Cummins, who twice hit him on the 
back of the helmet during a short-ball 
barrage.

The highest run chase to achieve victo-
ry at the Gabba is the 236 that australia 
scored to beat the West Indies in 1951.

but as India have shown since their di-
sastrous capitulation in the first Test in 

adelaide, when they were bowled out for 
36, they are never out of the contest.

The four-Test series is tied at 1-1 with 
australia winning the opening Test in 
adelaide and India fighting back to claim 
the boxing Day Test in melbourne and 
batting through the final day in Sydney 
to secure a draw.

Their effort in the fourth Test is even 
more admirable considering the high in-
jury toll on tour.

Their bowling attack was led by mo-
hammad Siraj, who debuted in mel-

bourne, supported by navdeep Saini, 
Shardul Thakur, T. natarajan and Wash-
ington Sundar, who had two Tests be-
tween them heading into brisbane.

They were also missing captain Virat 
Kohli, who went home after the first 
Test to be with his wife for the birth of 
his first child.

The tourists are without the services 
of front-line seamers Ishant Sharma, 
mohammad Shami, umesh yadav and 
japrit bumrah and regular spin bowlers 
ravi jadeja and ravi ashwin. AFP

Pirlo seeks first juve trophy against napoli

India’s Gill stands firm at lunch in 
decisive fourth Test against aussies

English clubs spend 
highest fee in 2020 
for player transfers

a
nDrEa Pirlo seeks 
to ease fears his 
juventus lack the 
killer instinct of his 

predecessors as the fledgling 
coach targets his first trophy 
against napoli in the Italian 
Super Cup, days after a dam-
aging league defeat to Inter 
milan.

The Serie a champions take 
on Gennaro Gattuso’s Italian 
Cup holders in reggio Emilia 
on january 20 as the annual 
tie returns to Italy after two 
years in Saudi arabia.

It will be the first meeting 
between Pirlo and Gattuso, 
who won the 2006 World Cup 
together and spent a decade 
as aC milan teammates, 
winning two Serie a titles 
and two Champions League 
crowns together.

They have not faced off this 
season after napoli refused 
to travel to Turin for their Oc-
tober league match because 
of coronavirus cases, in a fix-
ture which will be replayed.

but they approach the 
match differently with juven-
tus’s bid for a 10th consecu-
tive league title in jeopardy 
after a 2-0 loss to Inter milan, 
left them fifth in Serie a.

napoli are third after a 6-0 win 
over Fiorentina on january 17.

“When you lack anger and de-
termination, it’s an uphill strug-
gle,” said 41-year-old Pirlo. 

“It was a bad defeat, we didn’t 
expect it, we couldn’t have put 
in a worse performance than 
this. now we need to pick our-
selves up.”

It will be the fourth Super 

Cup meeting between juventus 
and napoli. The southerners 
won in 1990 and 2014 and lost 
in 2012.

Eight-time winners juven-
tus have finished runners-up 
four times in the last six years, 
to Lazio last year, and last 
won in 2018.

juventus captain Giorgio 
Chiellini predicted his side 
would dust themselves off 
and switch back into win-
ning mode.

“We can’t let this result floor 
us, so we must reset because 
the first silverware of the sea-
son is at stake. It means a great 

deal to us,” said Chiellini.
 
Napoli unwind

napoli are coming off back-
to-back league wins after tak-
ing just four points in their 
previous five matches.

Gattuso, 43, credited napoli’s 
performance at the weekend 

with a relaxing team lunch. 
“a lunch that allowed us to 

be together to unwind, and 
smile,” explained the former 
aC milan boss whose Italian 
Cup win last season was his 
first coaching trophy. 

“I saw the lads were tired 
mentally and it was just to go 

eat a plate of pasta and drink 
a good glass of wine, talking a 
bit of nonsense.”

It paid off with Lorenzo In-
signe inspiring the win over 
Fiorentina with two goals and 
setting up a third.

“Gattuso was a great player 
and knows when we need to 
disconnect sometimes,” said 
captain Insigne.

“better to have one day free 
from training. We know we 
have made mistakes recently 
but this sport immediately 
offers you the opportunity to 
make up for it.

“It will be a different challenge 
than Fiorentina, against an op-
ponent full of champions.”

Kalidou Koulibaly, Faouzi 
Ghoulam and Dries mertens 
are three members of the 
current napoli squad to have 
played in their last Super Cup 
triumph in 2014

however, midfielder Fa-
bian ruiz tested positive for 
coronavirus, with nigerian 
forward Victor Osimhen also 
in doubt after being infected 
as he recovered from injury.

juventus trio matthijs de 
Ligt, alex Sandro and juan 
Cuadrado are also recover-
ing for Covid-19 with forward 
Paulo Dybala injured.

“We’re not in great shape on 
forwards at the moment, but 
we’ll find a solution,” warned 
Gattuso.

“We need another perfor-
mance of substance. I know 
that juventus have something 
more, but let’s not start off 
beaten, trophies are always 
important.” AFP

ThE number of international 
transfers of male players in 
2020 dropped by 5.4 per cent 
compared to the previous 
year, while total transfer fees 
were down significantly, by 
23.4 percent, due to the im-
pact of the Covid-19 pandem-
ic, a FIFa report published on 
january 18 revealed.

In its Global Transfer market 
report, world football’s gov-
erning body said that the total 
amount spent on transfer fees 
of $5.63 billion was down by 
$1.7 billion on 2019, a fall of 
nearly a quarter to the lowest 
cumulative amount since 2016.

unsurprisingly, English clubs 
spent by far the most, with 
transfer fees totalling some 
$1.63 billion, followed by Ital-
ian clubs who spent a com-
bined $731.5 million on inter-
national moves. Spanish clubs 
received the most, the report 
said, with $785.7 million.

Without giving a specific 
figure, FIFa said that Chelsea 
spent the most of any club in 
Europe ahead of manchester 
united and manchester City, 
followed by barcelona, juven-
tus and Leeds united.

meanwhile manchester 
City reported the most outgo-
ing transfers of any club, with 
45, two more than Croatian 

champions Dinamo Zagreb 
and Watford.

FIFa registered a total of 
17,077 international trans-
fers, compared to 18,047 in 
2019 and the first decline 
from year to year since 2010.

There were still more trans-
fers than in all of 2018, but 
FIFa said “the downward trend 
is clearly due to the effects of 
the Covid-19 pandemic.”

The report reveals that only 
11.6 per cent of all transfers 
involved players making per-
manent moves from one club 
to another, while a large ma-
jority – some 62.5 per cent – 
involved transfers of players 
who were out of contract. 

Indeed, only 1.3 percent of all 
transfers involved a fee of over 
five million dollars, with much 
of all the money spent concen-
trated on a select few players.

The report lists the top 10 
transfers in the men’s game, 
with Kai havertz’s move from 
bayer Leverkusen to Chelsea 
featuring prominently along-
side the likes of arthur melo’s 
transfer from barcelona to 
juventus, Victor Osimhen go-
ing from Lille to napoli, bruno 
Fernandes joining manchester 
united from Sporting Lisbon 
and ruben Dias leaving ben-
fica for manchester City. AFP

Juventus forward Paulo Dybala (centre) and Napoli forward Dries Mertens vie for the ball during the TIM Italian Cup (Coppa Italia) final on June 17 
last year at the Olympic stadium in Rome, played behind closed doors as the country gradually eases the lockdown placed to contain Covid-19. AFP

India’s batsman Shubman Gill plays a shot on Day 5 of the fourth cricket Test match between 
Australia and India at The Gabba in Brisbane on Tuesday. AFP



EvEn before the World Rally Champi-
onships start in Monte Carlo on Janu-
ary 21 the organisers are again battling 
to keep their show on the road.

The heart was ripped out of last sea-
son by the coronavirus pandemic with 
only seven rallies raced instead of the 
planned 13.

Sebastien Ogier grabbed a seventh 

title by winning the final race at 
Monza, leaving Elfyn Evans, who had 
started the last weekend in the lead, 
the previous season’s champion Ott 
Tanak and Thierry neuville, who 
crashed out of the final rally, with 
unfinished business.

Filling the slots for this season as the 
pandemic continues to rage is already 

proving a challenge. On January 18, 
the organisers confirmed the August 
dates for the inaugural Ypres Rally in 
Belgium. It replaces the UK leg of the 
championship which had been sched-
uled for northern Ireland.

That takes the total for the season to 
12 races, although the organisers have 
said they have several potential back-
up sites ready in Turkey and Europe if 
they are forced to cancel races.

Last season, Tanak launched the 
championship in spectacular fash-
ion along the snow-covered moun-
ta in roads behind Monaco. 
Approaching a hairpin, the Estonian 
slid off at high speed, cartwheeled 
through trees and somehow landed 
his wrecked car the right way up on 
the road beneath.

It wasn’t long before the entire cham-
pionship followed Tanak into the trees 
and it took a while to get going again.

‘We need to succeed’
The troubles started with the annu-

al rally on snow and ice in Sweden 
which was rerouted and curtailed 
because there was neither snow nor 
ice. A bigger pothole lay ahead.

The third event in Mexico was also 

cut short because even the rally cars 
could not outrun the global spread of 
Covid-19.

The pandemic forced a break until 
September and the organisers only 
managed to run four more races. 

Evans, in a Toyota, entered the final 
round in Monza with a 14-point lead 
but finished 29th. Belgian neuville, 
who could also have won his first 
title, crashed his Hyundai. French-
man Ogier won in his Toyota to edge 
Evans by eight points.

Among other changes forced by 
Covid-19, the second race, the snow 
rally, has been moved from Sweden 
to Rovaniemi in Finland just south of 
the Arctic Circle.

Even before it arrives at the town the 
Finns claim is the home of Santa 
Claus, the championship will find 
plenty of snow around Monte Carlo. 

Frenchman Ogier lamented the fact 
that fans will be banned.

“This year it will feel different to 
usual,” he said on the Toyota team site. 
“For me there has always been mas-
sive support, but even if they will not 
be there physically at the side of the 
road, I’m pretty sure my supporters 
will cheer from in front of the Tv and 

I will try to make them happy.”
Although Hyundai won the manu-

facturers title last year, Belgian neu-
ville is still chasing his first title after 
finishing second four times. 

“We have been close many times, 
now we need to succeed,” he told the 
WRC web site.

neuville, 32, who won the opener last 
year said the formula was: “Push as 
hard as we can without making many 
mistakes. That’s the main thing in 
Monte Carlo especially as there seems 
to be a lot of snow this year.” AFP
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Aubameyang double piles more misery 
on newcastle as Gunners secure win
P

IERRE-Emerick Au-
bameyang returned 
to scoring form with 
a double as Arsenal’s 

rise up the Premier League ta-
ble continued with a comfort-
able 3-0 win over newcastle 
on January 18.

The Gunners were facing 
an unlikely battle for survival 
less than a month ago, but 13 
points from a possible 15 have 
lifted Mikel Arteta’s men into 
10th and within seven points 
of the top four.

Despite Aubameyang dou-
bling his tally of league goals 
from open play this season, it 
was again Arsenal’s dynamic 
young duo of Emile Smith 
Rowe and Bukayo Saka who 
caught the eye as the latter 
slotted home the host’s sec-
ond goal in between the cap-
tain’s brace.

“When we are winning they 
put a smile on my face,” said 
Arteta of Smith Rowe and Sa-
ka’s impact.

“I know what they are capa-
ble of doing. They are develop-
ing really well, that’s merit to 
them, to their teammates and 
everyone who is involved to 
help them develop and protect 
them. The performances they 
are putting in are extraordi-
nary.”

newcastle do remain firmly 
in a relegation fight after a 
ninth consecutive game with-
out a win despite Steve Bruce 
making eight changes.

Bruce said “the gloves were 
off” after a scathing analysis of 
his side’s display in becoming 

the only team to lose to Shef-
field United in the Premier 
League this season last week.

However, there was no change 
from the Magpies, who showed 
little ambition in failing to 
force Bernd Leno into a single 
save of note.

newcastle still enjoy a sev-
en-point cushion above the 
relegation zone, but those be-
hind them are in better form 
with still over half the season 
to play.

“We’re having a difficult mo-
ment, that little bit of confi-
dence has ebbed away,” said 
Bruce, who pointed to Arsenal’s 
first two goals as example of 
why he has not played in a more 
expansive style this season.

“That’s why we’ve been deep 
in the past to avoid situations 
like that. Unfortunately we’re 
throwing bodies forward try-
ing to score a goal and one 
pass and we’re caught.”

Aubameyang’s struggles in 
front of goal have played a ma-
jor part in Arsenal’s difficult 
start to Arteta’s first full season 
in charge.

Another night to forget 
seemed in store for the Gabon 
international when he hit the 
post with the goal gaping after 
Karl Darlow had diverted Sa-
ka’s low effort into his path at 
the back post midway through 
the first-half.

But Aubameyang made no 
mistake with a more difficult 
chance early in the second-half 
after newcastle were caught 
short from their own corner.

Thomas Partey got his first 

assist since arriving from 
Atletico Madrid in October as 
he set Aubameyang free in be-
hind and, despite being forced 
onto his weaker left foot, he 
fired high beyond Darlow to 
open the floodgates.

The emergence of Smith 
Rowe has helped turned Arse-
nal’s fortunes around in recent 

weeks since Arteta began to 
put his faith in the 20-year-old 
ahead of expensive recruits 
Willian and nicolas Pepe.

Smith Rowe’s inviting cut-
back was swept home from just 
inside the area by Saka for his 
third goal in five league games.

Aubameyang then had an 
even easier task to slot home 

just his fifth league goal of the 
season into an empty net after 
Cedric Soares just managed to 
keep the ball in play with a low 
cross.

Another headache for Arteta 
is also set to be solved with Me-
sut Ozil on the verge of agree-
ing a move to Fenerbahce.

Ozil has been the highest 

earner at the club since signing 
a deal worth a reported £350,000 
($475,000) a week in January 
2018, but has not featured un-
der Arteta since March.

“He’s in Turkey now. There 
is some paperwork still to do 
and when the deal is finalised 
we’ll make the announce-
ment.” AFP

Rally season hits the road hoping for fewer potholes

Arsenal’s Swiss midfielder Granit Xhaka (left) and Brazilian defender David Luiz (right) vie with Newcastle United’s English striker Callum Wilson 
during their team’s English Premier League football match at the Emirates Stadium in London on Monday. POOL/AFP

Toyota Yaris WRT’s French rally driver Sebastien Ogier and French co-driver Julien 
Ingrassia compete in the third stage of the FIA World Rally Championship. AFP

Calendar for the 2021 WRC season
January 21-24: Monte-Carlo Rally
Arctic Rally (Finland): February 
26-28
April 22-25: Rally of Croatia
May 20-23: Rally of Portugal
June 3-6: Rally of Italy
June 24-27: Safari Rally (Kenya)
July 15-18: Rally of Estonia
July 29-August 1: Rally of Finland 
August 13-15: Ypres Rally (Belgium)
September 9-12: Rally of Chile
October 14-17: Rally of Spain  
november 11-14: Rally of Japan 


	01
	02
	03
	04
	05
	06
	07
	08
	09
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16

