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M’kiri wind farm passes first test
Hin Pisei

XINGLAN Maritime Energy 
Co Ltd’s (XME) $200 million 
100MW onshore wind power 
project in Mondulkiri prov-
ince has passed its feasibility 
study, promising a fresh gust 
of wind to swell the sails of the 
Kingdom’s burgeoning indus-
try, the local Maritime Group 
said in a press release.

In May 2019, the Ministry of 
Mines and Energy authorised 
XME to proceed with its study 
of the first phase of its venture 
in the Kingdom’s mountain-
ous northeast corridor, the 
Maritime Group said.

According to the release, 
XME is a joint venture between 
it and a company the Mari-
time Group identifies as the 
“leading Chinese renewable 

energy firm Xinglan Group”.
Maritime Group chief oper-

ating officer Kong Vara previ-
ously told The Post that the 
joint technical team – compris-
ing local and Chinese experts 
– has been working closely 
with relevant institutions in 
their research and to ensure 
that they meet technical stand-
ards and requirements.

They have also liaised to 

identify potential sites via 
satellite and GPS surveys in 
Sen Monorom town and 
bordering O’Raing district 
to guarantee successful 
implementation of the 
project, he said.

He added that the company 
has also sent study reports to 
relevant institutions at the
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Niem Chheng

M
INISTER of Justice Koeut 
Rith has directed the for-
mation of two commit-
tees to begin the process 

of establishing separate courts for 
commercial and labour disputes.

According to two decision letters is-
sued on January 21, the committees 
are comprised of 20 members from the 
justice ministry, the Supreme Council 
of Magistracy, government delegates, 

the heads of the Phnom Penh Mu-
nicipal Court and Appeal Court, and 
some other relevant officials. 

To prepare for the establishment of 
the commercial and labour courts, 
these two committee members have 
been asked to prepare documenta-
tion and legal briefs to determine each 
court’s relationship to the lower courts 
and the higher courts, including the 
Appeal Court and Supreme Court. 

The committees also have to con-
duct a study to determine the appro-

priate locations for these courts as well 
as examine any necessary changes to 
trade procedures and regulations. 

The committees must determine 
the appropriate scope of each court’s 
jurisdiction regarding commercial or 
labour conflicts and they must organ-
ise a process of staffing for each court 
and prepare funds for getting this all 
underway along with any other du-
ties as directed by the minister.

The decision letters grant the two 
committees the authority to invite 

specialists from the ministries, na-
tional and international institutions 
and the private sector for consulta-
tions when necessary. 

Justice ministry spokesman Chin 
Malin said the basis for the commer-
cial and labour courts was established 
according to the law on the organisa-
tion and functioning of courts passed 
in late 2014, but these courts are just 
now being organised due to previous 

Cambodia set to have trade, 
labour courts by end of 2021
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Alleged Asia 
drug kingpin 
arrested in 
Netherlands 
after Oz probe
THE alleged ringleader of 
Asia’s biggest crime syndicate 
and one of the world’s most 
wanted men has been arrest-
ed in the Netherlands, with 
Australian authorities push-
ing for his extradition to face 
trial.

Police had been chasing 
alleged drug kingpin Tse Chi 
Lop, 57, for years until his arrest 
by Dutch police on January 22 
acting on a request from Aus-
tralia’s federal police.

In a statement on January 
24, Australian authorities said 
a man “of significant interest” 
to law enforcement agencies 
had been detained. A police 
spokeswoman confirmed his 
name as Tse Chi Lop.

The Chinese-born Canadian 
citizen has been compared to 
Mexican drug lord Joaquin “El 
Chapo” Guzman. 

He has been named by the 
UN Office on Drugs and Crime 
(UNODC) as the suspected 
leader of the Asian mega-cartel 
known as “Sam Gor”, a major 
producer and supplier of 
methamphetamines globally.

Sam Gor is believed to laun-
der its billions in drug money 
through businesses springing 
up in Southeast Asia’s Mekong 
region – including casinos, 
hotels and real estate.

Australia’s federal police said 
the January 22 arrest followed 
an operation that in 2012-2013 
nabbed 27 people linked to a

air force five
Cadets of tamil nadu police perform an acrobatic stunt during a full dress rehearsal for the upcoming Republic day parade in the southern 
Indian city of Chennai on sunday. AFP
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Ministry work to expand 
school meal programme
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Orm Bunthoeurn

THE public has been urged 
to stop using fires to collect 
bees, catch animals or clear 
land in forests.

In a letter dated january 20, 
the Ministry of agriculture, For-
estry and Fisheries said burn-
ing grasses and other unsanc-
tioned activities like harvesting 
forests or clearing them for 
agriculture or settlements in-
crease risks of wildfires which 
endangers communities, espe-
cially during the dry season.

“The ministry notes that 
forest fires every year result in 
major losses of forest resourc-
es and mangroves and spread 
to rice paddies and villages. 
They cause environmental 
destruction which also dam-
ages rural economies and the 
national economy and wastes 
natural resources,” it said.

The ministry has demanded 
the cessation of logging, clear-
ing and burning in forests and 
mangroves to exploit land for 
crops or for other purposes. 

agriculture departments 
throughout the country are 
authorised to take legal action 
against anyone found burn-
ing mangrove or forest land 
or settling on burned lands in 
contravention of the law.

Oddar Meanchey provincial 
agriculture department direc-
tor Soth Sisokheang noted that 

people had traditionally burnt 
rice stubble after harvest ev-
ery year. But this year, burning 
activities had declined signifi-
cantly after people had learnt 
that burning the stubble was 
not as productive as plough-
ing it into the soil.

“after being instructed, 
some farmers have stopped 
burning rice stubble and in-

stead plough it under the soil. 
It proves beneficial as it be-
comes fertilizer,” he said.

Sisokheang explained that 
most forest fires were not 
caused by farmers but by 
people who endeavoured to 
burn the forests to exploit 
the cleared land. The par-
ticipation of all stakeholders 
is needed to ensure the work 

of protecting these lands is 
carried out strictly and effi-
ciently, he said.

“Concerning the forest 
burning, more participation 
and collaboration are needed. 
I cannot do it alone,” he said.

Sisokheang added that ar-
resting arsonists is difficult. 
When fires start, specialists 
are immediately deployed to 

extinguish them, but perpetra-
tors will have already escaped.

Koh Kong provincial agri-
culture department director E 
Meng Leang said the problems 
of forest fires in the province 
were often small scale, making 
it easier to intervene and ex-
tinguish them. The public had 
also responded cooperatively 
after specialists had done so 
and instructed them to pro-
tect the environment.

“In general, specialists must 
follow people – bee-collec-
tors, vine-collectors, resin-
harvesters and others – into 
the forest to ensure that they 
will be careful. The dry season 
is so dry that a wild fire can 
be started by a cigarette butt 
thrown or from fires used to 
collect bees.  We must be care-
ful. We need to instruct people 
on site in the forest,” he said.

according to forestry and 
fishery laws, the public, armed 
forces and authorities at all lev-
els are obliged to maintain and 
protect forests and prevent 
fires. all residents are responsi-
ble for protecting the habitats 
of animals and fish and pre-
serving natural environments 
in their respective localities.

under the law, anyone who 
intentionally causes a fire in a 
forest or mangrove is punish-
able by a prison term of three 
to five years or five to 10 years, 
respectively.

Continued from page 1

shortfalls in available re-
sources for these projects.

“now . . . we will see these two 
courts established and opera-
tional in accordance with the 
Law on the Organisation and 
Functioning of the Courts by 
the end of 2021,” he said.

He added that these two 
courts are not completely 
separate from the existing 
ones; they just divide areas 
of authority according to ex-
pertise. judges are assigned 
according to their skills and 
knowledge and cases are di-
vided according to type. 

In the past, he said, com-
mercial and labour dispute 
cases had been resolved in 
civil court. 

“The establishment of a 
labour court is for increased 
efficiency in solving conflicts. 
The judges who preside over 
these conflicts will be those 
with the appropriate skills 
who can best take charge of 
those cases. 

“They won’t need to deal 
with many other kinds of cases 
because that makes their job 
too difficult since they never 
have enough time to research 
the facts of all these different 
types of cases and the relevant 
points of law. This increased 
specialisation will also con-
tribute to clearing the backlog 
of cases,” he said.

Legal expert Sok Sam Oeun 
said the creation of these spe-
cialised courts will help judg-
es by letting them focus on 
one area of the law because 
having to preside over such a 
broad array of cases had hin-
dered them from delivering 
justice at times. 

Sam Oeun cautioned that if 
this court, once established, 
doesn’t function well and 
provide fair and equal justice 
then investors may be scared 
off and decide to spend their 
money elsewhere.  

“The other side of that, 
though, is that if we make the 
commercial court [an institu-
tion] that is competent, neutral, 
independent and impartial it 
could then help a great deal in 
building confidence among in-
vestors,” Sam Oeun said.  

Likewise, executive direc-
tor of the Centre for alliance 
of Labour and Human rights 
(Central) Moeun Tola sup-
ported the creation of the 
specialised courts. He said 
the courts will be welcomed 
if they help resolve conflicts 
based on the law and the wise 
use of judicial discretion. 

Tola also said he was of the 
view that the law governing 
the courts and the selection of 
judges should be amended to 
eliminate corruption and to 
remove the influence of poli-
tics from the legal system. 

“It is necessary to have spe-
cialised courts separate from 
the general court, and it is a 
good idea to create a labour 
court that is separate from 
the commercial court. But it is 
even more important to first 
reform the laws and practices 
that govern the whole judicial 
system,” he said. 

Public warned against igniting forest fires

Specialised 
courts said 
to increase 
efficiency

School meal programme continues
Voun Dara

T
HE government and 
development part-
ners are working to 
expand a school meal 

programme to help increase 
enrolment, attendance and 
graduation rates while im-
proving children’s access to 
nutrition to better facilitate 
their education.

Ministry of Education, 
youth and Sports spokesman 
ros Soveacha said on janu-
ary 24 that the government 
is committed to developing 
the school meal programme 
by raising funds for the con-
struction of new kitchens, 
dining and washroom facili-
ties at schools in the coming 
years.

He affirmed the ministry’s 
continued cooperation with 
the World Food Programme 
(WFP), the Executive Com-
mittee of the national Social 
Protection Council and other 
partners to strengthen imple-
mentation of the programme 
in target schools.

Soveacha said the ministry 
is expanding the number of 
target schools from 205 to 
290. Located in Siem reap, 
Oddar Meanchey and Kam-
pong Speu provinces, those 
schools will be transferred 
from the WFP in 2022. The 
ministry will continue to 
examine the possibility of 
accepting more schools un-
der the government’s annual 
budget.

On january 21, education 
minister Hang Chuon naron 
and WFP country director 
Claire anne Conan led a meet-
ing regarding implementation 

of the school meal programme.
Conan expressed the WFP’s 

appreciation of its partnership 
with the ministry to imple-
ment the meal programme as 
part of social protection mea-
sures aimed to ensure vulner-
able children have access to 
nutritious hot meals every day 
before they start classes.

“WFP will continue to sup-
port and work with the minis-
try to ensure the sustainability 
of this important life-changing 

programme,” she said.
Chuon naron thanked the 

WFP for its active collabora-
tion with the ministry in pro-
viding food for schools across 
Cambodia, which encourages 
children to attend school 
regularly, on time and all day. 
It has been especially impor-
tant for younger children.

“Providing adequate nutri-
tion is vital to sustain their 
physical, mental and emotion-
al health so that they can focus 

on their studies,” he said.
With technical and financial 

support from the WFP during 
the academic year 2019-2020, 
the ministry began transfer-
ring implementation of some 
school meal programmes, en-
tailing the provision of break-
fasts and lunches prepared 
with agricultural products from 
local communities, at 10 target 
schools located in the five prov-
inces of Pursat, Kampong Chh-
nang, Kampong Thom, Oddar 

Meanchey and Siem reap. 
The government currently 

subsidises school meal pro-
grammes in the provinces of 
Kampong Cham, Stung Treng, 
Preah Vihear, Battambang, 
Banteay Meanchey and some 
districts in Siem reap.

The programme also aims 
to increase incomes in the 
target communities through 
diversifying production of 
agricultural goods to supply 
foods for school meals.

The education ministry and development partners are set to continue a school meal programme in target provinces in a bid to increase enrolment. supplied

Authorities prepare to put out a fire in a forest in Mondulkiri province. Wildlife AlliAnce cAmbodiA
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Hun Sen: Lakes 
filled in for nat’l 
developments
Nov Sivutha

P
rIME Minister Hun 
Sen has announced 
continued operations 
to fill some lakes in 

Phnom Penh to create land 
for developments, though 
he is against the unrelated 
practice of damming rivers or 
blocking waterways. 

Speaking at the inaugura-
tion of the Ministry of Public 
Works and Transport head-
quarters in the vicinity of the 
Boeung Tamok Lake in north-
ern Phnom Penh on january 
22, Hun Sen said the capital 
today is not just developing 
within the old city limits and 
that over time it has expand-
ed from being 300sq km to 
over 700sq km.

The prime minister said he 
had grown weary of “repeti-
tive” criticisms on the prac-
tice of filling lakes in Phnom 
Penh for development.

“Other countries fill in parts 
of the sea to use land for de-
velopments. Why is Cambodia 
always accused of being in the 

wrong? jealousy?” he said.
He asked rhetorically why 

previous governments could 
fill in lakes such as Boeung 
raing, Boeung Keng Kang and 
Boeung Prolit for develop-
ment while his government is 
criticised for doing so.

“now, let me ask all of you – 
at its founding, which parts of 
Phnom Penh were land and 
which were water? The whole 
city used to be lakes. 

“Even my current house was 
built on a former lake. Inde-
pendence Monument was built 
on a lake too. Practically every 
place in Phnom Penh was once 
a lake like Boeung Keng Kang 
and Boeung raing,” he said.

“Why is it that back then 
they could fill in [lakes] but 
now they say I can’t do it? Let’s 
talk about that. We need de-
velopment, so we fill the lakes 
for the sake of development. I 
wonder why it could be done 
in the previous generations 
but not in my generation. 

“Having said that, I don’t 
agree to damming rivers or 
stopping the water from flow-

ing, for example the Prek 
Tnaot river,” he said.

Hun Sen said he regrets 
the mistaken signing of a 
sub-decree related to Boeng 
Tamok Lake. The decree said 
the lake’s border would be de-
termined by the water’s edge, 

but as he reviewed the maps 
he realised it would affect 
people’s dry season rice fields 
and thus he had decided he 
would continue to allocate 
the land to those citizens.

Soeng Sen Karuna, a senior 
investigator for rights group 

adhoc, said he was not op-
posed entirely to the filling-in 
of some lakes for development 
but he urged the government 
to consider the impacts on so-
ciety and the environment.  

“It’s good for development, 
but the government should 

be thinking about a total 
solution that benefits the 
people and the environment 
and that provides infrastruc-
ture like drainage systems 
and sewage systems so that it 
all meets the approval of the 
people there,” he said.

People catch fish in Boeung Tompun lake in Phnom Penh’s Meanchey district earlier this month. Hong menea

Kingdom among world’s few with no Covid-19 deaths
Mom Kunthear

THE newspaper The Australian has 
reported that Cambodia is one of just a 
few mainland countries to have recorded 
zero deaths from Covid-19 despite hav-
ing an underfunded healthcare system.

In response to the report, health 
ministry spokeswoman Or Vandine 
told The Post that the report did jus-
tice to Cambodia’s efforts to curb the 
Covid-19 pandemic and she felt it 
was honest and fair in its reporting. 

She said that over the past year some 
foreign observers located abroad 

seemed to suspect that Cambodia had 
no recorded Covid-19 deaths because 
the government had somehow covered 
up any deaths that had occurred.

“now, the truth is coming out and 
Cambodia has been recognised for 
its public health efforts and the suc-
cessful prevention of a widespread 
Covid-19 outbreak,” she said.

She added that Cambodia’s medical 
professionals would continue putting 
Cambodia’s limited healthcare capac-
ities to good use in service to the peo-
ple and she hoped that the experience 
of effectively managing the response 

to the Covid-19 pandemic will prove 
beneficial to Cambodia should other 
viral pandemics arise in the future.  

Prime Minister Hun Sen announced 
on january 22 that he will be inocu-
lated with the first dose of Covid-19 
vaccine to arrive from China in order 
to boost public confidence in the 
safety of vaccinations. 

“My only concern is to do what is 
best for the interests of the Cambo-
dian people. Once I have been vac-
cinated I will hold a press confer-
ence at Calmette Hospital to 
announce that Cambodia has offi-

cially begun its Covid-19 vaccina-
tion campaign,” he said.

at the inauguration of the new Min-
istry of Public Works and Transport 
headquarters last week, the prime 
minister said he wanted to have vac-
cines for 500,000 people before the 
Khmer new year in april.

“Given the [pressing] situation, we 
cannot wait anymore. We need to 
find vaccines for our people and 
provide them at no cost to everyone, 
on a voluntary basis. 

“China has now succeeded in pro-
ducing two kinds of Covid-19 vac-

cines. Sinovac is a private company 
and Sinopharm is a state company. 
We will use the vaccines from both 
Sinovac and Sinopharm,” he said.

The prime minister announced 
that the first shipment of 300,000 
doses of the Sinopharm-made vac-
cine – providing protection for 
150,000 people – will arrive in Cam-
bodia in February and that he will be 
there to receive them in person at 
Phnom Penh International airport.

as of january 24, Cambodia had 
recorded a total of 458 Covid-19 cases 
with 405 recoveries and zero deaths.



Charles McDermid 
and Mom Kunthear

C
HEANG Sokha, a 
gifted and streetwise 
reporter who rose to 
the highest ranks of 

Cambodian media and was 
beloved for his sharp intel-
ligence, world-class humour 
and endless generosity, died 
on Friday in his hometown of 
Phnom Penh. He was 42. 

His wife, Sok Sophorn, said 
he was brought down by can-
cer that had been diagnosed as 
terminal only weeks before. His 
sudden illness and rapid de-
cline inspired an outpouring of 
grief from the local press corps, 
government officials and the 
scores of foreign reporters with 
whom he had worked for more 
than two decades. 

Cheang Sokha was cremated 
on January 24 at Wat Kamsan, 
near the home he shared with 
his wife and three children, in 
a Buddhist ceremony presid-
ed over by Minister of Infor-
mation Khieu Kanharith, his 
longtime friend who lamented 
the loss of a “great comrade”.

The minister had earlier pledged 
that he would pay for the edu-
cation of Cheang Sokha’s chil-
dren until graduation. 

“He was a great journalist 
and wonderful colleague. Our 
memories of his kindness and 
his conscience are many,” said 
Huy Vannak, president of the 
Union of Journalist Federa-
tions of Cambodia, an organi-
sation that was co-founded by 
Cheang Sokha and for which 
he was chairman of the Com-
mittee to Protect the Rights of 
Journalists.

“He always cared about the 
image of Cambodia,” Vannak 
said. “When big events hap-
pened in the country, he al-
ways wanted good reporting 
and great pictures. Cheang 
Sokha wanted to see the truth 
and beauty of the country on 
the pages of the newspaper.”

‘A Great Journalist’
Cheang Sokha launched his 

career at The Post. He was hired 
as a fledgling reporter by pub-
lisher Michael Hayes in 2003, 
when it was a twice-monthly 
paper, and left in 2015 when it 

was a daily and he had been its 
chief of staff for four years. 

Later in 2015, he went to 
Khmer Times, where he was 
editor in chief until 2020.  

As a reporter at The Post, he 
was fearless: writing about 
corruption, human traffick-
ing, illegal logging, land grab-
bing, forced evictions and the 
Khmer Rouge tribunal. He 
was also strategic, leaning on 
his business reporting skills to 
document the rise of micro-
finance banks, gold trading 
and the gambling industry. 

In 2007, he was the first jour-
nalist to expose the widespread 
sale of Cambodian islands and 
coastal land to foreign compa-
nies – a story that continues to 
shape life and commerce in 
Preah Sihanoukville province. 

 A year earlier, he set out 
on rafts with Stung Treng’s 
anti-drug police to cover the 
smuggling of crystal metham-
phetamine down the Mekong 
River from Laos.

“He worked hard and he 
was brave. What more can 
you ask?” said May Titthara, 
a veteran newsman and close 
friend. “Cambodia has lost a 
great journalist.”

A ‘Big Brother’ lost
Cheang Sokha was widely 

respected by colleagues, not 
only for his uncanny nose for 
a story and leadership quali-
ties, but for promoting higher 
news standards and for stand-
ing up to powerful figures, 
less-than-truthful sources 
and “parachute” reporters in 
town for a quick byline.

He bristled at foreign re-
porters who treated Khmer 
journalists as translators and 
looked with disdain at those 
who could not hold their own 
in the field – or at the bar. 

Cheang Sokha belonged to a 
brash and successful genera-
tion of Khmer journalists that 
includes well-known names 
such as Prak Chan Thul, Kay 
Kimsong, Bou Saroeun and 
Sam Rith, the current manag-
ing editor of The Post. 

As Cambodia’s media land-
scape changed, he evolved as 
well. In recent years, he was 
as often seen wearing sharp 
suits, rubbing shoulders with 
diplomats and business lead-
ers, or giving a speech – as he 
was seen out having after-
work beers with his many 
friends, none better than Vong 
Sokheng, The Post’s longtime 
national news editor. 

Over time, he had become a 
mentor for Cambodia’s young 
journalists. 

“He was like a big brother 
who always provided care and 
support to me and other col-
leagues. I knew that I could al-
ways lean on him when I had 
problems,” said Taing Vida, a 
civil society official who had 
worked with Cheang Sokha 
since 2014. 

“It was a heartbreaking mo-
ment for me and other col-
leagues to hear that we will 
lose him forever.”

‘Always ready to help’
Cheang Sokha was born on 

January 11, 1979, to a family 
of farmers in Baset district, 
Kampong Speu province. He 
was marked by ambition at 
an early age. 

 He was working as a string-
er for Reuters and the Nikkei 
Shinbum even before gradu-
ating from Preah Sisowath 
High School in 1999. His first 
official journalism job was for 
the Khmer-language news-
paper the Nokor Santepheap 
News the same year. 

After completing a journal-
ism training course at the Royal 
University of Phnom Penh in 
2000, he spent two years at The 
Business News, an English-lan-
guage weekly. He then worked 
as a coordinator for the Childs 
Rights Project for the Interna-
tional Federation of Journalists.

“His death was not only a great 
loss for his family but also the 
loss of a huge figure in the Cam-
bodian press,” said Nguon So-
van, a reporter for Xinhua news 
who has known Sokha since 
2000 when they both worked 
at The Business News. “He was 

a great guy and always ready to 
help friends who were in need.”

When he arrived at The Post, 
Phnom Penh was a rollicking 
newspaper town, with The Post 
facing off against the Cambo-
dia Daily, Cambodge Soir and 
a host of wire services. 

 Ex-pat journalists turned 
to Cheang Sokha because he 
could unlock anything, get any 
source at any hour. He worked 
closely with accomplished 
reporters such as Cat Barton, 
Liam Cochrane, Stuart White 
and Tracey Shelton. Chad Wil-
liams, a former managing edi-
tor of The Post, said he was a 
master at solving problems. 

All who knew Cheang Sokha 
realised he had a rich life out-
side the newsroom. He loved 
his cows, for one thing, as well 
as growing corn. Yet his heart 
was always with his family. 
He is survived by his wife and 
three children, Sokha David, 
12, Sokha Ratanak, 10 and 
Sokha Solita, 5.

His last words were a tes-
tament to family. As a close 
relative said, he used his last 
conversations to urge his 
children to complete their 
education – but saved his last 
words for his wife.

“Honey,” he said, “I love 
you.”
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Local media 
loses a giant, 
and The Post 
a great friend

Sokha launched his career at The Post in 2003. supplied

Cheang Sokha is survived by his wife and three children, Sokha David, 12, Sokha Ratanak, 10 and Sokha Solita, 5. sam rith
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Wing (Cambodia) Limited 
Specialised Bank, the nation’s 
leading mobile banking services 
provider, is expanding inbound 
transactions to the Kingdom 
through a partnership with Ria 
Money Transfer, a global leader 
in the cross-border money 
transfer industry and subsidiary 
of Euronet Worldwide, inc. 

Customers can now use Ria 
services to send money from 
foreign countries into Cambodia, 
where recipients can cash out 
through any Wing Cash Xpress 
Agent branded with the Ria logo. 
There’s no fee charged at the 
receiver end, making the process 
easy and accessible to all.

“We are delighted to offer 
more options for Cambodians 
working abroad,” said Manu 
Rajan, CEO of Wing. “They 
should be able to send hard-
earned money to their families at 
home, no matter how remote that 
may be, to sort out daily needs 
and emergencies alike. Our real-
time fund transfer services make 
that happen.”

“This partnership merges 
the networks of both of our 
institutions, connecting 
customers around the globe,” 
Manu added.

Founded in 1987 and 
headquartered in California, the 

US, Ria offers services to more 
than 447,000 locations in over 
160 countries including the 
US, South Korea, Thailand, the 
Philippines, China, Malaysia, 
india, Australia, Vietnam and 
many more. Ria makes the world 
a closer place by narrowing 
distances between families and 
their loved ones through world-
class money transfers.

“We are very pleased to of-
ficially launch our partnership 
with Wing,” said Espen Kristens-
en, Ria APAC managing director. 
“Through this collaboration, we’ll 
further improve fund transfer 
services to those who need it 
most, getting money to where it 
matters in a fast, convenient and 
safe manner.”

Recipients in Cambodia only 
have to bring their original 
national iD card, passport or 
driving licence and the 11-digit 
Pin code provided by the sender. 
With that in hand, they can then 
fill out the Wing recipient form 
and cash out funds through more 
than 4,000 Wing Agents showing 
the Ria logo. 

According to the national Bank 
of Cambodia – in 2018 alone, 
Cambodian migrants sent home 
about $1.4 billion in remittances 
out of which $53 million came 
from South Korea. 

Wing and Ria Money Transfer team up to 
advance cross-border fund transfers
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Transactions can be done at over 4,000 Wing Agents displaying the Ria logo. SUPPlied 

Now, Ria Money Transfer customers overseas can send funds to Cambodia with Wing

ancient bridge repaired
Khouth Sophak Chakrya

T
HE 800-year-old Ta 
Ong Bridge in Siem 
reap province is being 
restored by the ap-

sara national authority (ana) 
to preserve its original form 
as a legacy for future genera-
tions to visit and study.

The Ta Ong Bridge is the 
longest of 23 bridges along the 
ancient road from angkor to 
the Bakan region, according to 
restoration project manager 
Puth Soth. Located in Chong 
Spean village of Chi Kraeng 
district’s Khvav commune, the 
bridge is 75m long, 13m wide 
and 8m high with 14 stone 
arches supporting its span.

The bridge was built from lat-
erite rock and is decorated with 
a sandstone carving of a medi-
tating Buddha sitting at the cen-

tre of a nine-headed dragon.
Based on the style of the drag-

on sculpture, the bridge is be-
lieved to have been built in the 
Bayon period between 1181 and 
1220. after centuries of weather 
and pressures exerted by hu-
man and natural factors, the 
bridge is in a state of disrepair.

“To preserve our heritage 
and the work of our ancestors 
for a long time to come, ana 
expert officials will renovate 
it, maintaining all forms from 
the original style of this an-
cient bridge,” Soth said.

Soth’s team is currently 
installing a steel girder to 
prevent the bridge from col-
lapsing during work to dig 
out and dismantle decaying 
portions. Fallen and crum-
bled stones are being gath-
ered to reassemble them in 
their original places. 

With funding from the ana, 
repairs began on january 15 
and are scheduled to be com-
pleted in june. During the re-
building process, traffic across 
the bridge is restricted.

Chi Kraeng district governor 
Pov Bunthoeun told The Post 
that local authorities had set 
up a detour along the bridge 
for villagers to drive motor-
bikes and tractors, but heavy 
vehicles were prohibited.

“We need to ban heavy ve-
hicles from passing through 
this area because they could 
shake the foundations of the 
bridge and disrupt the re-
pairs,” he said.

Bunthoeun added that local 
residents supported measures 
to protect the Ta Ong Bridge and 
cooperated with restrictions 
against heavy vehicles crossing 
the bridge at this time.

Daniel Craig speaks in support 
of Cambodian demining push 
Niem Chheng

rEnOWnED British film actor 
Daniel Craig – best known for 
his portrayal of james Bond or 
“agent 007” in the last five 
instalments from that franchise 
– called on the international 
community to rally behind the 
Cambodian government in 
order to achieve a landmine- 
free Cambodia by 2025. 

Craig serves as the un Glo-
bal advocate for the Elimina-
tion of Mines and Explosive 
Hazards. He virtually joined 
the unDP Cambodia-organ-
ised launch of Cambodia’s first 
Safe Ground campaign in Bat-
tambang province on january 
22. The project’s goal is to turn 
minefields into playing fields.

“Safe ground is a fundamen-
tal human right. I know there’s 
a lot of work remaining to 
achieve the 2025 goal of a 
mine-free Cambodia and it 
can’t be achieved without a 
sustained commitment and 
increased resources. 

“With a clear deadline in sight, 
now is the time for the interna-
tional community to rally 
behind the royal Government 
of Cambodia and fulfil all of 
their previous commitments. 

“Please join me in support-
ing the mine action authority 
and the united nations to see 
that the job is finished. and to 
all the men and women at the 
frontline who carry out this 
necessary and crucial work, I 
extend my personal thanks 

and gratitude; I wish them all 
health, safety, and happiness 
in 2021,” Craig said in his 
remarks for the occasion.

Ly  Thuch, first vice-presi-
dent of the Cambodian Mine 
action and Victim assistance 
authority (CMaa), said that 
from 1960 until 1998 Cambo-
dia faced a series of internal 
and regional conflicts which 
left landmines and explosive 
remnants of war (ErW) strewn 
across the country. 

Mines and ErW had claimed 
nearly 20,000 lives and injured 
over 45,000 others, causing 
ongoing suffering to individuals, 
their families and communities. 

Over a 27-year period the 
Cambodian government had 
spent over $160 million on 
mine clearance, while the 
international donor commu-
nity had contributed over $216 
million, Thuch said.

He said Cambodia is facing 

operational and financial chal-
lenges due to the pandemic 
and he called for increased 
international support in order 
for the Kingdom to meet the 
2025 mine-free goal. 

Thuch said Cambodia had 
2,152 sq km of land impacted by 
the presence of landmines and 
ErW, an area three times the size 
of Singapore and to make Cam-
bodia mine-free by 2025 the 
country must clear the remain-
ing 835 square km contami-
nated by landmines or just 
over one Singapore in area.  

Thuch noted that even with 
the generous support of devel-
opment partners, Cambodia 
currently faces a shortfall of $225 
million from 2021 to 2025. 

“Daniel, your kind willingness 
to stand as the un global advo-
cate for the elimination of mines 
and explosive hazards is deeply 
valued by the government and 
our people here in Phnom Penh 
as you have shone a light on the 
continued plight we face,” 
Thuch said, adding that Prime 
Minister Hun Sen wanted to 
meet Craig and thank him per-
sonally should he ever visit 
Cambodia in the future.

un resident coordinator to 
Cambodia Pauline Tamesis con-
gratulated the Cambodian 
government on its “strong, 
forward-looking and ambi-
tious national Mine action 
Strategy” and said it is now 
time to step up support for this 
initiative to ensure Cambodia’s 
future is free of landmines.

James Bond actor Daniel Craig 
speaks via video conference. UNDp

The bridge is believed to have been built in the Bayon period between 1181 and 1220. aNa
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Trading informaTion on Cambodia SeCuriTieS exChange

Auction Trading Method (ATM)

no SToCk CloSing PriCe oPening PriCe high low

1 ABC 16,900 16,900 16,900 16,800

2 GTI 3,400 3,400 3,400 3,400

3 PAS 14,040 14,080 14,080 13,980

4 PEPC 3,000 3,000 3,000 3,000

5 PPAP 11,680 11,700 11,700 11,680

6 PPSP 1,420 1,480 1,490 1,420

7 PWSA 6,140 6,100 6,140 6,100

Date: January 22, 2021

USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,074 1.2699 6.477 103.68 4.0430 1.3270 29.99 0.7725 1.2169 1.3658

Continued from page 1

ministry and answered their 
queries.

“The company has submit-
ted a detailed technical docu-
ment to the ministry’s General 
Department of Energy and is 
still waiting for the results of 
electricity price negotiations 
with the relevant authorities 
and official approval by the 
government before beginning 
the implementation of its 
plans,” Vara said.

He said the company has 
compiled preliminary data 
and installed two 100m-high 
met masts at two locations – 
one in Sen Monorom’s Sok-
dum commune and another 
in O’Raing’s Dak Dam com-
mune – to measure wind speed 
throughout the year and eval-
uate the potential of the sites.

The project’s wind turbines 
will be 100m with the rotor 
diameters of their blades at 
70-80m, he said, claiming that 
the tips will “travel at speeds 
of at least 5m/s”.

According to Maritime 
Group, each turbine will gen-
erate 2.5MW, requiring 40 to 
fulfil the project’s 100MW 
commitment.

Once data obtained on the 
met masts has been analysed, 
it estimated that construction 
of electricity storage and dis-
tribution stations and the 
required infrastructure to link 
the project to other substa-
tions in Mondulkiri will take 
from 18-24 months.

Victor Jona, who heads the 
general department, said the 
ministry had received prelim-
inary technical reports of the 
company’s studies, but that 
financial details were yet to be 
disclosed.

He noted that in addition to 
XME, the French company The 
Blue Circle has thrown its hat 
in the Kingdom’s nascent wind 
industry and is currently sizing 
up Kampot province.

According to the ministry, 
Cambodia produced a total of 
11,261GWh of power in 2019, 
up 21 per cent from 2018’s 
9,427GWh.

Met masts 
set, ready 
to monitor 
wind speeds

www.phnompenhpost.com
check the post website 
for breaking news

Agrifirm bags MoU for S Reap produce
Thou Vireak 

A
GRO-industrial firm 
LY LY Food Industry 
Co Ltd on January 
22 signed a memo-

randum of understanding 
(MoU) with Siem Reap-based 
wholesaler Food and Agricul-
ture Market (FAM) to supply 
it with fruits and vegetables.

The signing ceremony was 
presided over by Minister of 
Commerce Pan Sorasak in 
Siem Reap province.

LY LY Food Industry CEO Keo 
Mom told The Post on January 
24 that the MoU would serve 
to source Siem Reap produce 
to dry, adding that “our factory 
has the capacity to produce 
about six tonnes of dried fruits 
and vegetables per day”.

She said her company is cur-
rently trialling a number of pro-
duce options for the dehydra-
tion process. “We are not sure 
which fruits and vegetables will 
be good for our production – 
we need to test them and see if 
they come out at high qualities 
and taste nice, at which point 
we’ll order more from them 
[FAM] immediately.”

LY LY would require around 
two tonnes of kabocha winter 
squash (Cucurbita maxima) 
and wax gourd (Benincasa 
hispida) daily for processing, 
the ministry said, noting that 
the company has conducted 

continuous trials of asparagus 
beans (Vigna unguiculata) and 
okra (Abelmoschus esculentus).

Speaking at the ceremony, 
Sorasak said the ministry has 
been spearheading the Accel-
erating Inclusive Markets for 

Smallholders (AIMS) project to 
improve connectivity between 
production and the market.

He said the project will shore 
up agro-commercial products 
to supply the local market and 
increase farmers’ incomes.

“This MoU is another 
achievement that comes from 
the efforts of AIMS to connect 
producers, buyers and pro-
cessing plants and contribute 
to national economy develop-
ment and increasing incomes 
for locals,” Sorasak said.

He called on the two sides to 
work together and strike the 
right balance between quan-
tity and quality to ensure a 
smooth, sustainable ordering 
and supply scheduling, adding 
that they must share informa-
tion with each other and co-
ordinate with stakeholders to 
address potential challenges.

“Both sides need to examine 
the possibility of further expan-
sion of other agro-commercial 
products – as well as support 
for farmers’ products – and 
promote quality and safety.

“Good cooperation in the 
supply and order of agro-com-
mercial vegetable products will 
build trust and further stabilise 
the prices of these products in 
the market,” Sorasak said.

The AIMS project has been 
employed in eight of Siem 
Reap’s districts and engages 
150 farmer groups.

Cambodia applauds PPTOR expansion plans
May Kunmakara

THE local business community wel-
comed the news of Thai conglomerate 
PTT Oil and Retail Business’ (PPTOR) 
expansion in Cambodia and the region 
even as Covid-19 continues to spread.

PPTOR acting CEO Jiraphon Kaws-
wat announced that the firm had ear-
marked a 74.6 billion baht ($2.5 billion) 
budget for the 2021-2025 expansion of 
its three mainstay businesses, as 
reported by Thailand’s The Nation.

The company will focus on the 
expansion of filling stations and Cafe 
Amazon branches in Cambodia, Laos, 
Myanmar and Vietnam (CLMV), plus 
the Philippines. It will also open more 
branches of Thailand’s flagship brand 
of coffee in China. PTT currently has 
329 petrol stations in overseas markets, 
The Nation said.

Cambodia Chamber of Commerce 
vice-president Lim Heng welcomed 
PPTOR’s decision to penetrate deeper 
into CLMV as a strategic business 
expansion in the spirit of the ASEAN 
Economic Community with a vision of 
prosperity in the region.

He said: “Generally speaking, they rec-
ognise the opportunity to grow their 

business in the region as well as in our 
country – we can see that in the sheer 
number of PTT branches in the country.

“What they are doing fits right in with 
the plan of guiding principles for the 
ASEAN community, and we do welcome 
their business expansion in our country.”

According to The Nation, of PPTOR’s 
total budget, 34.6 per cent will be 
invested in its oil business, 28.6 per 
cent in its non-oil business and 21.8 
per cent in international business. The 
remaining 15 per cent will be spent on 
other businesses and on exploring new 
business opportunities.

For its oil business, the company aims 
to increase the number of PTT filling 
stations in Thailand from the current 
1,986 to 3,100 by 2025, Jiraphon said.

For its non-oil business, the firm has 
targeted expansion of its Cafe Amazon 
chain in Thailand from 3,186 to 5,800 
outlets by 2025.

The Cambodian embassy in Bangkok 
will establish a representative office for 
the “Cambodia Business Council” 
(CBC) in the Thai capital in the upcom-
ing months to serve as a one-stop shop 
for business and trade between Cam-
bodia and Thailand.

And Cambodian ambassador to 

Thailand Ouk Sorphorn recently told 
The Post that the CBC will develop an 
“Advocacy Pillar” based in the office 
that will be dedicated to promoting 
dialogue between Thai investors and 
their Cambodian counterparts in the 
government and private sector.

Bilateral trade between Cambodia and 
Thailand was worth $5.569 billion in the 
first nine months of 2020, down 19 per 
cent year-on-year, according to data 
from the Thai Ministry of Commerce.

Cambodian exports to Thailand were 

to the tune of $958 million, slipping 48 
per cent, while imports clocked in at 
$4.611 billion, down nine per cent.

Meanwhile, the total volume of trade 
between Cambodia and Thailand 
reached $9.41 billion in 2019, up 12 per 
cent from $8.38 billion in 2018.

The majority of Cambodia’s exports to 
Thailand comprise gemstones, jewellery, 
agricultural products and aluminium, the 
ministry said. Cambodia’s imports from 
Thailand mainly consist of fuel, motorcy-
cles, cars, gemstones and jewellery.

the accelerating inclusive Markets for smallholders (aiMs) project has been employed in eight of siem 
reap’s districts and engages 150 farmer groups. COMMERCE MINISTRY

cambodian-thai trade volume hit $9.41 billion in 2019, up 12 per cent from 2018. pOST STAFF



Thou Vireak

I
NITIAL construction of a nearly 
$30 million tourism infrastruc-
ture project on Preah Sihanouk 
province’s Koh Preus Island is 

“about 70 per cent complete”, accord-
ing to an official with the developer.

Heng Thou, construction site man-
ager of Angela Real Estate Co Ltd 
(ARE), told The Post that the prelimi-
nary phase of construction is slated 
to be completed in April, with ho-
tels, restaurants, bungalows, camps, 
clubs and swimming pool set to be 
added in the following months.

He said: “We’ll get into the ar-
chitectural decoration once all the 
structure is completed, though I 
can’t conclusively tell how far along 
we’ll be [by April] judging by how 
much there is to be done in terms 
of interior and exterior embellish-
ments such a gardens, concrete 
roads, beach aesthetics, and so on.”

A 99-year investment lease on 
Koh Preus, located about 2km from 
Otres beach in Prey Nop district’s 
Ream commune with a total area of 
56.28ha, was granted to local com-
pany ARE in 2008, according to Preah 
Sihanouk Provincial Administration 
spokesman Kheang Phearum.

He said there are 32 islands in the 
province, including Koh Song Saa, 
Koh Krabei and Koh Russey islands.

Oem Senghou, branch manager 
of Century 21 Zillion Holding in the 
provincial capital of Sihanoukville, 
notes that Chinese investment and 
small business activity in the prov-
ince has seen a steady recovery since 
Prime Minister Hun Sen in August 
2019 ordered a ban on online gam-
bling effective from the start of 2020.

He said: “I’ve seen a steady influx 
of Chinese into small and medium-
sized businesses, and rents for com-
mercial buildings seem to be rising 
by between 20 and 30 per cent.”

But he pointed out that land pric-
es in the province have stagnated, 
currently ranging from $3,500-4,000 
per sqm in some areas, and as low as 
$2,800-3,000 per sqm others.

“In the last three months of last 
year, the influx of Chinese investors 

to Preah Sihanouk increased from 
30-40 per cent since the closure of 
online gambling,” Senghou said.

Chinese direct investment in Cam-
bodia reached $860 million in the first 
11 months of last year, up 70 per cent 
from the corresponding period of the 
previous year, the Chinese embassy in 
Phnom Penh said on January 1.

Capital investment in the Kingdom’s 
construction sector in the first nine 
months of last year fell 9.6 per cent to 

$5.868 billion from $6.494 billion in 
the same time in 2019, the Ministry of 
Land Management, Urban Planning 
and Construction reported.

The ministry in 2019 approved 
4,446 construction projects (up 
55.07 per cent from 2,867 in 2018), 
worth some $9.353 billion (up 78.88 
per cent from $5.228 billion in 2018), 
on a total area of 18.54 million sqm 
(up 62 per cent from 11.42 million 
sqm in 2018), it said.

Samsung stands 
to benefit from 
Intel outsourcing 
chip production

SOUTH Korea’s Samsung Electron-
ics stands to benefit from US tech 
giant Intel’s chip outsourcing plan, 

industry sources said on January 22.
Intel’s incoming CEO Pat Gelsinger 

said during an earnings call on January 
21 that the company is likely to increase 
use of outside chip factories “for certain 
technologies and products”.

The CEO’s remarks came after a news 
report that Samsung had bagged an 
order to produce Intel’s Southbridge 
chipset, one of two controlling chips 
in the core logic chipset on a personal 
computer motherboard.

Samsung is likely to produce them at 
its foundry plant in Austin, Texas, which 
has a line equipped with 14-nanomter 
(-nm) process technology, the report 
by SemiAccurate said. It said the order 
volume would be equivalent to 15,000 
wafers per month.

There were speculations that Sam-
sung would expand the Austin plant as 
the Korean tech giant had increased its 
purchase of new land there.

Intel’s outsourcing scheme appears to 
include Samsung’s rival, TSMC, as well. 
Other reports suggested that the Tai-
wanese company’s 7-nm process node 
will produce Intel’s graphics units.

The reported deal, if true, would raise 
the likelihood of Samsung getting addition-
al orders from Intel, market watchers say.

“It could be the beginning of coopera-
tion between Samsung and Intel,” said 
Kim Seon-woo, analyst at Meritz Securi-
ties. “If Samsung ramps up its Austin 
plant with 5-nm process, it could win 
high-value added chipset orders.” THE 

KOREA HERALD/ASIA NEWS NETWORK
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An artist’s rendering of the Koh Preus island development project. FRESH NEWS

Koh Preus upgrades 70% complete

Farming organic dragon 
fruit expands in Long An
VIETNAM’S Cuu Long (Mekong) 
Delta province of Long An will 
expand cultivation of organic 
dragon fruit, primarily in Chau 
Thanh district, according to its 
Department of Agriculture and 
Rural Development.

Nguyen Chi Thien, deputy 
director of the department, said 
the authorities in the district, 
department and companies 
had piloted an organic dragon 
fruit model in Thanh Phu Long, 
Phu Ngai Tri and Duong Xuan 
Hoi communes that turned out 
to be highly efficient.

Nguyen Ngoc Tai, who culti-
vates 520 organic dragon fruit 
in Duong Xuan Hoi commune, 
said the model does not use 
chemicals and pesticides, and 
produces a high yield.

Organic dragon fruit plants 
are guaranteed outlets and sell 
for prices 10 per cent higher 
than the market price, he said.

Chau Thanh, which has the 
largest dragon fruit growing 
area in Long An, has more than 
9,000ha of dragon fruit.

Nguyen Quoc Trinh, chair-
man of the Long An Dragon 
Fruit Association, said locali-
ties should encourage farmers 
to expand the pilot models, 
which will help increase both 
yield and quality, and open up 
possibilities for exporting to 
demanding markets.

Long An, the country’s sec-
ond-largest dragon fruit pro-
ducer, after only the south-
central province of Binh 
Thuan, has nearly 12,000ha of 

dragon fruit, including nearly 
2,100ha planted with efficient 
irrigation facilities and other 
advanced techniques.

Efficient irrigation helps 
farmers save 50-80 per cent on 
irrigation water compared to 
manual irrigation and 10-40 
per cent on fertiliser, reducing 
production costs by two to 
four million dong ($86-172) 
per hectare a month, accord-
ing to the department.

Among other cooperatives 
that have received assistance, 
the Thanh Phu Long Agricul-
ture Cooperative in Chau 
Thanh’s Thanh Phu Long com-
mune last year received instruc-
tion in growing techniques 
under Vietnamese Good Agri-
cultural Practices (VietGAP) 
from the Vietnam Cooperative 
Alliance. The alliance also 
helped them build a brand 

name for their dragon fruit and 
informed them of the impor-
tance of origin traceability.

After this, the cooperative 
signed contracts to supply 
dragon fruit to various super-
markets in Ho Chi Minh City.

Dragon fruit is one of Vietnam’s 
nine key crops that have com-
petitive advantages in the world 
market. However, most dragon 
fruit farmers in the country have 
unstable incomes because they 
have not have secured outlets.

Dragon fruit is cultivated in 
30 cities and provinces nation-
wide, with Binh Thuan, Long 
An and Tien Giang provinces, 
accounting for 93 per cent of 
the country’s total dragon fruit 
growing areas.

Binh Thuan has 29,000ha of 
dragon fruit and Tien Giang 
has 8,000ha. VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

An organic dragon fruit orchard in Long An province’s Chau Thanh 
district. VIETNAM NEWS AGENCY/VIET NAM NEWS
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Moscow police, navalny supporters 
clash as tens of thousands protest 
P

olice clashed violently with 
protesters in Moscow and ar-
rested more than 2,500 dem-
onstrators in cities across the 

country on january 23 as russians 
took to the streets to denounce Krem-
lin rule and demand the release of op-
position leader alexei navalny.

Tens of thousands nationwide an-
swered navalny’s call to rally, issued 
after he was detained at a Moscow air-
port on arrival from Germany, where 
he had been recovering from a near-
fatal poisoning with a nerve agent.

Washington and Brussels condemned 
the arrests and other tactics used against 
demonstrators, with eu foreign policy 
chief josep Borrell saying the bloc would 
discuss “next steps” on january 25.

january 23’s protests took on an un-
precedented geographic scale, span-
ning more than 100 cities across the 
country. Previous large-scale opposi-
tion demonstrations in 2012 and 2019 
were largely centralised in Moscow.

They were also being seen as a test 
of the opposition’s ability to mobilise 
ahead of parliamentary elections later 
this year, despite increasing Kremlin 
pressure on critics.

in Moscow, protesters spilled out 
over Pushkin Square and pelted heav-
ily armed riot police with snowballs. 
They were beaten back by law en-
forcement wielding batons and de-
tained in large numbers.

The demonstrators marched to-
wards the Kremlin before dispersing, 
and at one point massed on the steps 
of Moscow’s circus, illuminating the 
crowds with hundreds of cell phone 
lights and pummelling a police van 
with snowballs.

Vera Spivakova, a 71-year-old pen-
sioner in Moscow, said: “criminals 
dressed in uniforms are protecting 
criminals at the helm.

“Putin and the oligarchs are afraid 
of losing their trough,” she said.

‘Unprecedented protests’
oVD info, which monitors opposi-

tion rallies, said that more than 2,500 
protesters had been seized by police 
in dozens of cities.

among more than 950 detained in the 
capital were navalny’s wife yulia naval-
naya – who was later released – and 
prominent activist lyubov Sobol. Sev-
eral navalny associates were also fined 
and jailed on the eve of the protest.

The eu’s Borrell said he deplored 
“widespread arrests” and the “dispro-
portionate use of force”.

Meanwhile uS Department of State 
spokesman ned Price said Washington 
“strongly condemns the use of harsh tac-
tics against protesters and journalists”.

navalny being taken into custody 
and the arrests of more than 2,500 of his 

supporters were “troubling indications 
of further restrictions on civil society 
and fundamental freedoms,” he added.

canada also voiced “deep concern” 
and urged Moscow to “immediately 
release” those detained.

on placards and in chants, protest-
ers referenced an investigation pub-
lished this week by navalny into an 
opulent Black Sea property allegedly 
owned by Putin. The two-hour report 
has been viewed more than 75 million 
times on youTube.

later on january 23 hundreds gath-
ered outside Moscow’s high-security 
prison where navalny is being held 
but were pushed back by police.

leonid Volkov, who heads navalny’s 
regional network, estimated that as 
many as 300,000 people had joined 

the “unprecedented” nationwide pro-
tests, and called for fresh rallies next 
weekend.

The investigative committee, which 
probes major crimes, said in a state-
ment it had launched several prelimi-
nary probes into violence against law 
enforcement.

aFP journalists, who saw badly in-
jured protesters retreating behind oth-
er demonstrators after clashing with 
police, estimated crowds in Moscow at 
around 20,000 people, with more than 
10,000 in second city Saint Petersburg.

navalny’s detention drew sharp 
condemnation from Western coun-
tries, and the uS embassy in Moscow 
on january 23 accused russian au-
thorities of “suppressing” the right of 
demonstrators to peaceful protest. 

johnson, Biden discuss ‘deepening alliance’: PM’s office
BoriS johnson and joe Biden on 
january 23 vowed to deepen ties and 
cooperate on tackling climate change 
in their first conversation since the 
uS president’s inauguration, the Brit-
ish prime minister’s office said.

johnson congratulated Biden on 
his inauguration and “the two leaders 
looked forward to deepening the 
close alliance between our nations”, 
said the statement from Downing 
Street.

British newspapers reported that 
johnson was the first european lead-
er to receive a call from Biden, who 
earlier spoke to Mexican and cana-
dian counterparts.

The right-wing Sunday Telegraph 
reported that johnson was the first 
leader outside of north america to 
speak to Biden “after his scheduled 
call was brought forward two days in 
what will be seen as a major boost for 
the special relationship between the 
uK and uS”.

Biden on january 22 spoke to cana-
dian Prime Minister justin Trudeau 
in his first call to a foreign leader.

The White House in a readout of the 

call said Biden “conveyed his inten-
tion to strengthen the special rela-
tionship between our countries” and 
also “noted the importance of coop-
eration, including through multilat-
eral organisations, on shared chal-
lenges”.

johnson tweeted a picture of him-
self in shirt-sleeves laughing as he 
spoke on the phone. “Great to speak 
to President @joeBiden this evening,” 
he wrote.

The conversation appeared aimed 
at warming frosty relations after 
Biden in 2019 described johnson as 
a “physical and emotional clone” of 
Donald Trump, his predecessor as uS 
president.

Biden has also been critical of john-
son’s Brexit policy, but the Downing 
Street statement said the leaders “dis-
cussed the benefits of a potential free 
trade deal between our two coun-
tries”.

johnson said he intended to 
resolve current trade issues “as soon 
as possible”.

Biden, who has irish roots, had 
warned ahead of his election that if 

Brexit damaged the 1998 Good Friday 
agreement he would not consent to a 
trade deal. That agreement ended 30 
years of violence in northern ireland.

johnson praised Biden for swiftly 
reversing policy decisions made by 
his predecessor. 

He “warmly welcomed” Biden’s 
decision to put the uS back into the 
Paris climate accord and “rejoin the 
World Health organisation”. The 
prime minister also praised Biden’s 
commitment to reach net zero emis-
sions by 2050.

Shared challenges
The leaders said they hoped to 

meet soon and would work together 
on the un’s global climate change 
summit to be held in Scotland in 
november.

The White House said shared chal-
lenges would include “combating 
climate change, containing covid-19, 
and ensuring global health security” 
and that Biden intended to “revitalise 
transatlantic ties, underscoring the 
critical role of naTo to our collective 
defence and shared values”. afp

Protesters march in support of jailed opposition leader Alexei Navalny in downtown Moscow on Saturday. The placard with an image of 
the Kremlin critic reads ‘Freedom for Navalny!’ afp

British newspapers reported that Prime Minister Boris Johnson was the first European 
leader to receive a call from US President Joe Biden. DOWNING STREET

Southeast 
asia crime 
groups net 
$60B a year
Continued from page 1

crime syndicate spanning five 
countries. 

The group was accused of 
importing “substantial quan-
tities of heroin and metham-
phetamine” into australia, 
long a lucrative market for 
drug traffickers.

“The syndicate targeted aus-
tralia over a number of years, 
importing and distributing 
large amounts of illicit narcot-
ics, laundering the profits 
overseas and living off the 
wealth obtained from crime,” 
the australian police said.

as part of the 2012-2013 raids 
across Melbourne, police 
seized a$9 million (uS$7 mil-
lion) worth of assets, including 
cash, designer handbags, casi-
no chips and jewellery.

The arrest of Tse chi lop 
almost a decade after that 
operation’s launch is a major 
breakthrough for australian 
authorities.

The country’s attorney-gener-
al will now begin preparing a 
formal extradition request for the 
alleged drug lord to face trial.

Most of asia’s meth comes 
from “Golden Triangle” border 
areas between laos, Myanmar, 
Thailand and southwest china 
which are pumping unprece-
dented quantities of synthetic 
drugs into global markets.

a study by the unoDc says 
Southeast asia’s crime groups 
are netting more than $60 bil-
lion a year. afp
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Myanmar’s displaced Christians rebuild lives

H
aMMering at 
bamboo poles to 
erect a stilt house, 
minority Chris-

tians who have fled conflict 
in northern Myanmar are 
building a sanctuary on the 
outskirts of yangon.

The small Christian com-
munity in the Buddhist-ma-
jority nation is part of 200,000 
people displaced since 2018 
by fierce fighting in northern 
rakhine state.

The conflict between the 
Myanmar military and the 
arakan army, a militant group 
agitating for more autonomy 
for ethnic rakhine people, has 
left hundreds dead or injured.

it has spilled over into 
neighbouring Chin state, 
forcing ethnic Chin, who are 
predominantly Christian, out 
of their villages and into tem-
porary camps.

Kan Lwat, who remembers 
artillery shelling on his town 
in Chin state, says: “We were 
the hosts of this war from 
two sides and we saw a lot of 
trouble.”

The 36-year-old is the lead-
er of about 80 Chin people 
who travelled more than 
600km from the remote town 
of Paletwa to Myanmar’s 
sprawling commercial capi-
tal, where they spent brief 
stints in temporary camps.

They settled last month on 
a small plot of land in yan-
gon’s Hmawbi Township and 
decided to christen their vil-

lage Baythala – or “Bethel” – 
the biblical town that served 
as a refuge for those in need, 
says Kan Lwat.

“it means jesus was blessing 

and helping people in trouble 
with this place, which will be 
peaceful.”

at Baythala, the villagers 
bathe outdoors, splashing 

themselves with water stored 
in large urns, while children 
play nearby and women pre-
pare dinner as the sun sets. 

There is no water supply or 

electricity yet, says Kan Lwat, 
and building new homes has 
taken longer than expected as 
they wait for donations to buy 
the materials. 

A rare peace
The coronavirus pandemic 

has pushed once-bustling 
yangon into an economic 
slump, making it difficult 
for the Chin migrants to find 
work. 

“We have no jobs right 
now,” the village leader says, 
adding that their food sup-
plies are donated from Chris-
tian organisations and Chin 
rights groups. 

Despite their troubles, hav-
ing a safe place without the 
daily fear of artillery shelling 
or soldiers encroaching on 
their village is a godsend, says 
pastor aung Far. 

“even if we wanted to go 
home, we can’t live in peace 
because there’s still fighting,” 
the pastor says.

as she chops cucumbers in 
preparation for dinner, Hla 
Sein watches men hammer-
ing bamboo poles together to 
make a nearby house.

The 35-year-old says: “i 
hope to stay in my own house 
in this village forever.

“i feel happy living here. it’s 
a different feeling [than] in 
my home village.”

Kan Lwat is hopeful that 
once the pandemic eases, 
and the adults find employ-
ment, 30 or so children in the 
village will have access to bet-
ter education. 

He says: “even if our lives 
are not good, i hope my chil-
dren will have a brighter fu-
ture ahead.” AFP

High hopes among Vietnamese in 
Czech republic for CPV Congress
aS THe 13th national Con-
gress of the Communist Party 
of Vietnam (CPV) approaches, 
Vietnamese people in the 
Czech republic express high 
expectations for the once-
every-five-year event.

Hoang Dinh Thang, president 
of the union of Vietnamese Peo-
ple associations in europe and 
honorary chairman of the Viet-
namese People association in 
the Czech republic, voiced his 
belief in the success of the 13th 
national CPV Congress, sched-
uled to take place in Hanoi from 
january 25 to February 2.

according to him, the CPV 
and state have made thorough 
preparations for the congress, 
including collecting opinions 
from people both at home and 
abroad about draft documents 
to be submitted to the event.

Most overseas Vietnamese are 
well aware that the CPV and 
state have successfully carried 
out the resolutions issued at the 
12th national CPV Congress in 
early 2016, gaining significant 
achievements in developing the 
economy and promoting Viet-
nam’s stature in the interna-
tional arena, he said.

Last year was full of difficul-
ties for the whole world, but 
Vietnam created a bright spot 
by curbing the pandemic and 
sustaining economic growth. 
The country also performed 
important international 
duties, boosted international 
economic integration and 
enhanced external ties.

Those accomplishments are 

a source of pride for Vietnam 
and show the unanimity of the 
entire political system and the 
people, both at home and 
abroad, in national develop-
ment, Thang said.

He voiced his hope that via 
the congress, the CPV and state 
would continue its focus on the 
overseas Vietnamese commu-
nity by issuing policies that 
help them be more connected 
with the homeland and better 
integrate into host societies.

Vietnamese people in europe 
also expect Vietnam’s relations 
with european countries to be 
strengthened to new heights, 
and will serve as an important 
bridge in this process, he said.

nguyen Van Son, secretary 
of the CPV cell at the SaPa 
Trade Centre and Director of 
the Prague Centre of Vietnam-

ese Language, showed his 
pride in recent national devel-
opment achievements and 
said he believed in the political 
party’s leadership and the suc-
cess of the coming Congress.

He said overseas CPV mem-
bers like him are delighted with 
the party and state’s actions in 
the corruption fight as well as 
thorough personnel prepara-
tions for the congress.

With 20-year efforts to main-
tain the teaching and learning 
of Vietnamese language at the 
Prague centre, Son appreciated 
the CPV and state leaders’ sup-
port for this work, saying he 
hopes the Vietnamese embassy 
in Prague will work with agen-
cies in the homeland to help 
maintain language teaching and 
learning in the european nation. 
VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Chin ethnic people use a mobile phone next to a house in Bethel village in Hmawbi, on the outskirts of Yangon, where hundreds of members of the 
community have settled after being displaced by fighting between Myanmar’s military and the Arakan Army in the country’s north. AFP

Hoang Dinh Thang, president of the Union of Vietnamese People 
Associations in Europe and honorary chairman of the Vietnamese People 
Association in the Czech Republic. VIETNAM NEWS AGENCY/VIET NAM NEWS
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Opinion

I
T WaS a historical 
moment for Cambodia’s 
diplomacy when the 
Ministry of Foreign 

affairs and International 
Cooperation launched the 
nascent “Economic Diplo-
macy Strategy (2021-2023)” 
on january 18, 2021. 

In the wider definition of 
economic diplomacy, such 
strategy is not new. For 
instance, Cambodia’s efforts 
to integrate its economy with 
the region and the world 
through its accession in 
aSEan and the World Trade 
Organisation in 1999 and 
2004 respectively can be con-
sidered as the early phase of 
economic diplomacy. 

Economic diplomacy has 
also been conducted all 
along by technical ministries 
and institutions, such as the 
Ministry of Commerce, the 
Council for the Development 
of Cambodia and the Minis-
try of Economy and Finance.

What is new is rather the 
narrow and literal definition 
of economic diplomacy in 
the sense that the foreign 
ministry is trying to embed 
economic and trade mission 
within the diplomatic corps. 

The endeavour has various 
distinctive characteristics.

Firstly, the modernisation of 
diplomacy. The strategy is one 
of the major institutional 
reforms initiated by foreign 
minister Prak Sokhonn with 
full blessing from Prime Minis-
ter Hun Sen in 2018. The minis-

ter has embarked on his reform 
mission in five major aspects, 
with economic diplomacy 
being a part of it. The intention 
is to put priorities on modern 
diplomacy focusing on promo-
tion of trade, economy, culture 
and tourism, on top of the tra-
ditional diplomacy.

Secondly, the institutionali-
sation of human resource 
development. The early phase 
of economic diplomacy strate-
gy focuses on capacity building 
and setting up of information-
sharing platform. The strategy 
provides clear action plan with 
concrete Key Performance 
Index (KPI), timeline, Monitor-
ing and Evaluation (M&E), 
budgeting and provision of 
supporting means and 
resources, and training pro-

grammes to consolidate the 
long-term institutionalisation.

The strategy also provides 
for the establishment of a ded-
icated economic diplomacy 
department within the minis-
try to assist overseas missions 
and diplomats on information 
collection. Therefore, diplo-
mats don’t need to gather 
information randomly or 
inquire domestic line agencies 
for piecemeal data when they 
need it. They can focus more 
on “promotion” works rather 
than “preparation”. 

In the future, Cambodian 
diplomats are expected to be 
able to proactively provide 
analysis on tailored-made 
strategy to meet specifica-
tions of individual host coun-
try in the efforts to diversify 

Cambodia’s trade and 
inbound investment.

Thirdly, the launching of 
economic diplomacy strategy 
demonstrates the gradual 
shifting from over-reliance on 
development assistance. Mod-
ernisation of diplomacy is one 
key aspect but the country’s 
political economic develop-
ment also helps push the con-
cretisation of this strategy. 

With constant economic 
growth, Cambodia’s economic 
status has been elevated and 
Cambodia is seen as preparing 
for and adapting to the gradu-
al withdrawal of economic 
assistance, notably grant aid. 
With higher status, trade pref-
erential treatment that is nor-
mally reserved for the Least 
Developed Countries (LDCs) 

will also inevitably become 
target for review in the near 
future. Therefore, it is becom-
ing a matter of urgency for 
Cambodia to strengthen its 
self-reliance, and promote fur-
ther the discourse of “trade-
not-aid” with foreign partners.

It is also important to 
underline that such effort by 
the foreign ministry is not a 
replacement or integration of 
trade and investment func-
tions into the ministry. It is 
rather a complimentary 
action to maximise the utili-
sation of the existing Cambo-
dia’s overseas missions, which 
are undoubtedly the first 
accessible windows of Cam-
bodia for foreign nations. The 
ministry is not trying to gain 
extra portfolio but rather it is 
playing a coordinating role in 
terms of basic information 
provision and early bridge-
making with foreign inves-
tors, traders and tourists. 

Technical aspects such as 
trade negotiation, invest-
ment approval and detailed 
technical conditions, legal 
frameworks, etc, remain the 
core works of technical min-
istries and institutions.

Comparing to the region, 
Cambodia is lagging behind in 
terms of integrating economic 
and trade strategy within the 
professionalisation of diplo-
mats. nevertheless, the minis-
try is seen as taking the first 
step towards concrete actions 
on the long path of institution-
al reform endeavours.

CHIna, like many countries, is hoping 
that the new administration in the uS 
will adopt a more cordial approach to 
foreign relations than its predecessor.

as Cui Tiankai, China’s ambassador 
to the uS, tweeted after joe Biden was 
inaugurated as the 46th uS president 
on Wednesday: “China looks forward 
to working with the new administra-
tion to promote [the] sound & steady 
development of China-uS relations 
and jointly address global challenges 
in public health, climate change & 
[economic] growth.”

What approach Biden will take to 
bilateral relations, which were set on 

a downward spiral by his predecessor 
Donald Trump, is a key question that 
will no doubt be answered sooner 
rather later in his first 100 days.

judging by what the new uS presi-
dent has done during his first few 
hours in office, there is cause for cau-
tious optimism. It seems that his 
administration is not only determined 
to get control of the public health crisis 
in the uS but that it will honour the 
international obligations of the uS. 
abandoning the destructive unilateral-
ism that has caused so much damage 
over the past four years will enable the 
uS to engage with other countries 

more rationally and reasonably.
among Biden’s first-day-in-office acts 

as president was to make mask-wearing 
mandatory, a necessary step to rein in 
the spread of the virus in the uS and 
slow the runaway rate of new infections 
every day. Biden has also ordered the 
uS to rejoin the World Health Organisa-
tion, demonstrating his administration 
is willing to join hands with the rest of 
the world in fighting the pandemic.

The new uS leader has also reversed 
the previous administration’s decision 
to withdraw from the Paris agreement 
on climate change. This has fuelled 
hopes that he will bring the uS back 

to other key international treaties, 
including the Iranian nuclear deal.

Such signals that the Biden adminis-
tration will commit the uS to multilat-
eralism are welcome buds of promise. 
admittedly, it will not be an easy task for 
the uS to reboot its relations with Chi-
na, as mutual trust has been severely 
depleted over the past four years.

It will require both courage and wis-
dom to repair the damage that was done 
by the previous administration’s China 
policies. The new administration could 
begin by refraining from making any pro-
vocative moves in relation to China’s core 
interests. CHINA DAILY/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

The writer is strategic adviser of the 
Asian Vision Institute (AVI).

Putting Cambodia’s economic 
diplomacy in context 

Unity of purpose can help mend Sino-US ties

Foreign minister Prak Sokhonn has embarked on his reform mission in five major aspects, with economic 
diplomacy being a part of it. Afp

Opinion
Sim Vireak
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A
N opeN call has 
been made for art-
ists to apply to have 
their works exhib-

ited at the penh Art Fair.
The new generation of artists 

who have their works selected 
will be exhibited along with 
the internationally renowned 
and most well-known artists 
in Cambodia during the penh 
Art Fair in March. 

Miguel Jeronimo, a phnom 
penh-based photographer 
and one of the organisers, 
says: “It’s an art fair with the 
aim to highlight the best work 
being done in the country in 
terms of contemporary art 
and artworks from different 
mediums that address current 
topics with fresh ideas.”

The organisers are a group 
of artists and art enthusiasts 
working to create a non-prof-
it organisation that promotes 
contemporary artwork from 
emerging Cambodian artists. 

Jeronimo says the organis-
ers are more interested in the 
conceptual side of art and not 
just presentation of beautiful 
paintings. 

“We are joining together 
some of the most well-known 
Cambodian artists with emer-
gent artists that are applying 
through our open call,” he says. 

open calls are an audition 
process that allows submis-
sions from any artists who 
wish to apply to be exhibited 
at the fair. 

Jeronimo says new artists 
“also have their artworks shown 
to private collectors and in-
crease the chances of sales, and 
be part of a long-term project 
with the intent of strengthening 
the Cambodian art scene”.

Interested artists can go 
to their website penhartfair.
com to fill out the application 
form. They should act quickly, 
however, as the deadline for 
submissions is the end of this 
month. 

“It’s an opportunity to col-
laborate and grow together as 
a joined Cambodian art scene, 
while networking with differ-
ent artists to exchange ideas 
and contacting potential art 
collectors and the public in 
general,” Jeronimo says.

He says the goal of the penh 
Art Fair is to increase the vis-
ibility of artists in Cambodia 
and to raise Cambodia’s pro-
file in the regional art scene. 

“our aim is to organise a 
penh Art fair every year. This 
first edition will be smaller 
and local in scale but we’d like 
it to grow to include regional 
artists and for this event to 
become part of the Southeast 
Asia art map,” he says. 

The event will see the estab-
lished and emergent contem-
porary artists expressing their 
original ideas through me-
diums such as installations; 
video; photography; digital 
art; contemporary painting 
and performance art. 

The organisers said in a 

press release: “We focus on 
innovation and creativity, 
quality and professionalism 
of the artists with an expecta-
tion for high quality.

“The criteria also focuses on 
concept and ability to defend 
the work and the feasibility of 
the work in that the format or 

conception of the work must 
be achievable in the exhibi-
tion space with the available 
resources.

“An artist can create a new 
work or submit a previous proj-
ect that has not been exhibited.”  

The selected artists including 
the site-specific installations 

from the open call will be shown 
in the Air Gallery at The Factory 
phnom penh’s art space. 

Jeronimo tells The Post: 
“Anyone can apply to our 
open call and we will have 
a jury panel composed of 
Sopheap pich, Vuth Lyno, 
Chhim Sothy, eric Gonzalez 

and Meta Moeng to evaluate 
the submissions and select 
the artists who will exhibit at 
the festival.

“We will get in touch with 
the selected artists at the end 
of February to arrange for 
the exhibitions to begin in 
March.”

It is an art fair rather than 
a competition but there will 
still be awards for the best 
artwork and best emergent 
artist. 

The art fair will be carried 
out in collaboration with the 
Ministry of Culture and Fine 
Arts and the National Muse-
um of Cambodia. 

Both The Factory and the 
National Museum will open 
their doors in March for relat-
ed events which will draw the 
attention of both the general 
public and media, according 
to the organisers. 

“opening ceremonies will 
be held at the National Muse-
um with guests from the gov-
ernment and the local creative 
industry. 

“These occasions will also 
include tours with the artists, 
networking events and school 
field trip visits and workshops.

“A closing party with an 
award ceremony will also be 
an opportunity for high vis-
ibility for partner brands and 
organisations,” stated the 
press release. 

There is no specific theme 
imposed by the organisers of 
this first edition. 

performances from con-
temporary dancers such as 
The New Cambodian Artists 
will be scheduled as well.

For more information, visit 
penh Art’s Facebook page: @
penhArtFair or contact them 
via email: penhartfair@
gmail.com.
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Art fair to show best works in Kingdom

Selected artists will also have their artworks shown to private collectors to increase sales chances and be part of a long-term art project. supplied

The Penh Art Fair aims to highilght the best comtemporary art and artworks from different mediums created in Cambodia that address current topics with fresh ideas. supplied



Wing joins with Smile Cambodia 
to help kids with facial deformities 
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Smart Axiata contributed $10,000 to the “Run with Sai” campaign – an ongoing fundraising drive 
in support of the Angkor Hospital for Children in Siem Reap. Artists and social media influencers 
participated in the 10km run, which took place on January 17 on Koh Pich.

Smart Axiata donates to the ‘Run with Sai’
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Life T International Co Ltd – the sole distributor of W-King speakers – on Wednesday opened its 
headquarters in the capital’s Boeung Tumpun commune in Khan Meanchey district. The company 
also announced actor Phul Sovandanine as the brand ambassador for W-King speakers in Cambodia. 
Life T International has signed a partnership with Hattha Bank and Asia Weiluy – a mobile payment 
service provider – to assist customers in making purchases in instalments.

W-King distributor Life T cuts ribbon on HQ
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Zarita Cosmetics Co Ltd, the exclusive importer of BH makeup products from Thailand, launched its 
first outlet in Phnom Penh’s Chroy Changvar district last Monday. It also announced popular Cambodian 
actor Alex Chantra as its brand ambassador. Zarita promotes a range of beauty care products.

Zarita Cosmetics opens outlet in capital
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ED Ten people with cleft lip and cleft palate birth defects received free corrective surgery at  

the Khmer Soviet Friendship Hospital on January 15. The patients benefited from the free 
treatment under a project carried out by Wing (Cambodia) Limited Specialised Bank and Smile 
Cambodia, a non-governmental organisation that promotes free surgical care to children born 
with facial deformities.
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The Philippine Chamber of Commerce in Cambodia (PhilCham Cambodia) officially launched at Raffles Hotel Le Royal last Thursday.  The 
event was attended by HE Penn Sovicheat – undersecretary of state at the Ministry of Commerce – who welcomed the creation of PhilCham 
in his keynote speech. The launch saw the presentation of the founding board of directors, with Benilda Custodio-Fernando – audit director at 
PwC (Cambodia) – to serve as the founding president. “All of you who have come to this event are valued and are welcomed by the Philippine 
Chamber, and we will be happy to work and grow with you. By becoming a member of PhilCham Cambodia, you benefit from business 
intelligence from leaders of the Philippine business community, the promotion of your firm, networking, access to business and political 
leaders, social activities and issue advocacy,” Custodio-Fernando said.

Philippine Chamber of Commerce launched at Raffles
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CamEd Business School launched its business lab and research centre last Wednesday at its 
campus in Phnom Penh. The project – a partnership with the American Chamber of Commerce in 
Cambodia (AmCham) – has been initiated to enhance the quality of research available to finance 
and accounting students studying at the institute. The project is also supported by the National 
Accounting Council of Cambodia.

CamEd ups research quality with lab
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ED Japan has agreed to provide $227,736 under the “Grant Assistance for Grassroots Human Security 

Projects” – or the “Kusanone” grant – to improve firefighting in the Kingdom. The fund will cover the 
purchase of a secondhand chemical-equipped fire engine, as well as the training and maintenance of 
firefighting equipment. The “Kusanone” project, started in Cambodia in 1991, is designed to support 
the reconstruction and development at the grassroots level.

Japan grants aid to improve firefighting

ph
ot

o
s 

sU
pp

LI
ED

Email: socialite@phnompenhpost.comSocialite14 THE PHNOM PENH POST  january 25, 2021  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM



15THE PHNOM PENH POST  january  25, 2021  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

Lifestyle

Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Junker of a car
  5 See 35-Across
 10 Poker action
 14 Unwanted outbreak
 15 Domesticates
 16 “Buck” follower
 17 Slimed people
 20 She’s a real hog
 21 Former NFL receiver Randy
 22 Scottish lord
 23 Barber’s symbol
 24 Daring baserunner
 26 Richard III offered his kingdom  

for it
 29 Skeptical
 30 Italy’s capital
 31 Plant bristles
 32 Scottish “John”
 35 Andrew Lloyd Webber work (with  

5-Across)
 39 Awfully long time
 40 Join with others 
 41 “All in the Family” producer
 42 Prefix with “plasm”
 43 Hands-on-hips position
 45 Replaceable shoe parts
 48 Big shot in hockey

 49 March king
 50 Thief’s retreat
 51 Floating zoo
 54 Sci-fi classic
 58 Gold digger’s quest
 59 Yemeni’s neighbor
 60 Napa Valley sight
 61 Some sheep
 62 One of the Rolling Stones
 63 Little advantage
DOWN
  1 Ring-tossed items?
  2 Comeback of a kind
  3 Starting fresh
  4 Projection on many coatracks
  5 “My Favorite Year” star
  6 Out of style
  7 They may save your life
  8 Union opponent
  9 Tempe sch.
 10 Literary name for China
 11 “... ___ live nephew of my Uncle 

Sam”
 12 Greene of “Bonanza”
 13 Typical Las Vegas gambler
 18 Managed care grps.
 19 Dorm room staple, once
 23 Kind of school

 24 Have one’s heart ___ (desire 
strongly)

 25 Wagon puller
 26 Commedia dell’___
 27 A couple of words from Santa
 28 A comet, to the superstitious
 29 Relinquish one’s hold
 31 Piqued states
 32 Nugget of news
 33 Moby Dick chaser
 34 Infamous emperor
 36 WWII Chief Justice Stone
 37 Shaving-cream ingredient
 38 “Geraldine” creator Wilson
 42 Nosegays
 43 Common defenses
 44 Communism co-founder Marx
 45 Fiber used in basketmaking
 46 With zero chance, informally
 47 Soft leather
 48 Actress Eva Marie
 50 Would-be lawyer’s exam
 51 During the course of
 52 Tolled, as a bell
 53 ___-jerk reaction
 55 Promise
 56 “___ little confused”
 57 First grandmother

“TSIGHT UNSEEN” 

Friday’s solution

Friday’s solution

Iconic talk show host 
Larry King dead at 87

T
HE iconic talk show 
host Larry King, one 
of the most recogn-
isable figures on uS 

television as he interviewed ev-
eryone who was anyone over a 
career spanning 60 years, died 
on january 23 at the age of 87.

The company he co-found-
ed, Ora Media, did not state a 
cause of death but media re-
ports said King had been bat-
tling Covid-19 for weeks and 
had suffered several health 
problems in recent years.

King, with his trademark sus-
penders, black rim glasses and 
deep voice, was best known 
for a 25-year run as a talk show 
host on Cnn’s Larry King Live. 

“For 63 years and across the 
platforms of radio, television 
and digital media, Larry’s many 
thousands of interviews, awards, 
and global acclaim stand as a 
testament to his unique and 
lasting talent as a broadcaster,” 
Ora Media tweeted.

King’s long list of intervie-
wees included every uS pres-
ident since 1974, world lead-
ers yasser arafat and Vladimir 
Putin, and celebrities such as 
Frank Sinatra, Marlon Brando 
and Barbra Streisand.

In an emotional last Larry 
King Live show in 2010, trib-
utes included one from former 
uS president Barack Obama, 
who in a video message called 
King “one of the giants of 
broadcasting”.

Radio roots 
Tributes from the media, 

politicians and Hollywood 
stars poured in, led 
by Putin, who hailed 
the interviewer’s 
“great profes-
sionalism and 
unquestioned 
journalistic 
authority”, 
according to 
the Kremlin.

“The world 
has lost a true 
broadcasting leg-
end,” Cnn founder Ted 
Turner tweeted.

British TV hosts Piers 
Morgan and Craig Fergu-
son, both of whom have 
had shows in the uS, 
paid tribute to King’s 
interviewing skills. 

“Larry King was a 
hero of mine until we 
fell out after I replaced 

him at Cnn and he said my 
show was ‘like watching your 
mother-in-law go over a cliff in 
your new Bentley’. [He married 
eight times so a mother-in-law 
expert],” said Morgan. 

“But he was a brilliant and 
masterful TV interviewer.”

Singer Celine Dion said King 
“made all of us feel as though 
we were speaking with a life-
long friend”, while basketball 
legend Magic johnson tweet-
ed, “Larry King Live changed 
Cnn in the 80s blending enter-
tainment with news . . . always 
made the interviews fun, seri-
ous and entertaining!” 

Born Lawrence Harvey Zeiger 
on november 19, 1933, to poor 
russian jewish immigrants in 
working-class Brooklyn, new 
york, King said he never want-
ed to be anything but a radio 
broadcaster.

at the age of 23, he went to 
Florida to try and find a job.

He became a disc jockey for 
a Miami radio station in 1957, 
changing his name to King 
when the radio’s manager told 
him his was “too ethnic”.

For another Miami Beach 
radio station he recorded pro-
grammes in a restaurant, doing 
live audience interviews.

In 1978 he went to Washing-
ton where he anchored a na-
tional late-night radio call-in 

show, before being spot-
ted by Cnn, a chan-
nel founded in 1980, 
which hired him for 

its night-
time pro-

grammes in 1985.

One million viewers a night
Larry King Live, which ran 

from 1985 to 2010, broadcast 
six nights a week to more than 
200 countries. Cnn put his 
total number of interviews at 
30,000.

at the height of its success 
the show attracted more than 
a million viewers every night, 
making King the star of cable 
television, on the back of which 
he negotiated an annual salary 
of more than $7 million.

Structured in two parts, the 
show opened with King, typi-
cally in his signature rolled-
up shirtsleeves and multi-
coloured ties, interviewing his 
guests in his relaxed style.

The second part of the show 
had the guest answering ques-
tions phoned in by viewers 
from around the world.

“I don’t have an agenda. I 
don’t assume the answer,” 
King told the Miami Herald in 
2017. 

“I never learned anything 
when I was talking. Listening 
is as important.”

While critics found his easy-
going interviewing style too 
soft, others saw it as the key 
to King’s appeal, drawing so 
many star guests to his show 
and helping Cnn establish it-
self with the scoops he won.

“I’m not interested in em-
barrassing [guests] nor am I 
interested in sucking up to 
them,” he said in 1995. “I’m 
just curious.”

The show goes on
after Cnn, King continued to 

do interviews on his own web-
site and then, in 2013, he hosted 
a new show, Larry King Now, on 
russia Today, a government-

funded russian international 
television network.

His private life has been 
colourful too: after 22 
years of marriage he di-
vorced his seventh wife 

Shawn Southwick in 
2019, having filed 

eight times for a di-
vorce – he married 

one wife twice.
“Instead of 

goodbye, how 
about so long?” 

he said, voice 
breaking, as he 

signed off from his show 
that made him famous. AFP              

Larry King (second left), his wife Shawn Southwick and their sons Chance and Cannon arrive for the premiere 
of ‘Rugrats Go Wild’ in Los Angeles on June 1, 2003. The iconic talk shouw host died on Saturday. AFP
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Man City pull through huge Fa Cup scare
M

a n C h e s t e r 
City were given 
a huge Fa Cup 
scare by fourth-

tier Cheltenham before a late 
blitz gave them a 3-1 win on 
january 23 after southampton 
dumped holders arsenal out 
of the competition.

six-time winners City were 
minutes away from exiting at 
the fourth-round stage before 
goals from Phil Foden, Gabriel 
jesus and Ferran torres broke 
the hearts of the brave League 
two side.

City boss Pep Guardiola 
made 10 changes for the trip 
to the southwest of england 
but his side was still packed 
with internationals.

the home team – 72 places 
below City in the football 
pyramid – produced a stir-
ring defensive display but also 
sporadically threatened at the 
other end of the pitch.

jesus hit the post shortly af-
ter the restart as City upped 
the tempo following a goalless 
first half but it was the home 
team who broke the deadlock.

the visitors failed to deal 
with the outstanding Ben toz-
er’s long throw and alfie May 
fired in from close range just 
before the hour mark.

Guardiola threw on Ilkay 
Gundogan and joao Cancelo 
in a desperate bid to find a 
way back into the game and 
was rewarded in the 81st min-
ute when Foden volleyed in 
Cancelo’s cross.

three minutes later jesus 
made amends for his earlier 
miss and torres made it 3-1 
with the final kick of the game, 

turning in Gundogan’s low 
cross.

“We came here with hu-
mility and had the quality to 
make the difference,” said 
Guardiola.

“they used their quality in 
the box, they are taller and 
better than us there and we 
showed clips on how to solve 
it. It is difficult to control 
that.”

the Catalan had warm 
words for Foden, who is the 
club’s top-scorer in all compe-

titions this season.
“Phil Foden is in a great mo-

ment and with great confi-
dence,” he added. “he is clini-
cal in front of goal.”

Cheltenham boss Michael 
Duff said he was “super proud” 
of his players, bemoaning 
the fact the match had to be 
played behind closed doors 
because of the coronavirus 
pandemic.

“It’s a shame because [with 
fans] the place would’ve been 
bouncing,” he said. 

“Would that have seen us 
through in the last 10 minutes? 
I’m not so sure – but the key is 
to enjoy it.”

Arsenal out
earlier, arsenal, who have 

won the competition a record 
14 times, went down 1-0 at 
southampton courtesy of a 
Gabriel own goal.

arsenal boss Mikel arteta 
made seven changes from his 
team’s 3-0 league win against 
newcastle on january 18, with 

Pierre-emerick aubameyang 
and midfielder emile smith 
rowe both absent.

southampton, Fa Cup win-
ners in 1976, earned a well-
deserved lead in the 24th min-
ute when Kyle Walker-Peters’ 
ball across the six-yard area 
was inadvertently turned in 
by Gabriel.

the visitors went close to an 
equaliser through eddie nke-
tiah’s deflected shot but were 
forced to leave empty-handed.

“We had a dream to do it 

again like last year [win the Fa 
Cup] and the dream today is 
over,” said arteta.

“I am as well disappointed 
with the way we conceded the 
goal in an area where we know 
we shouldn’t be doing that. at 
the same time I cannot fault 
the effort of the players.” 

West ham, who will face ei-
ther Manchester or Liverpool 
in the next round, crushed 
third-tier Doncaster 4-0 de-
spite multiple changes from 
manager David Moyes while 
fellow Premier League sides 
Brighton and sheffield united 
also progressed.

Pablo Fornals gave impres-
sive West ham an early lead 
at home to Doncaster as they 
dominated the League One 
side from the kick-off.

andriy yarmolenko doubled 
the lead before a second-half 
own goal from andy Butler 
and a late strike from debu-
tant Oladapo afolayan.

Goals from yves Bissouma 
and steven alzate were enough 
to seal a 2-1 win for Brighton 
against League One Blackpool.

Chris Basham and Billy 
sharp scored for Premier 
League strugglers sheffield 
united against League One 
opponents Plymouth.

elsewhere, swansea thumped 
fellow Championship side 
nottingham Forest 5-1, while 
Bristol City beat Millwall 3-0. 
Barnsley beat Championship 
leaders norwich 1-0.

On january 24, Premier 
League leaders Manchester 
united face Liverpool in the 
tie of the round, while Chelsea 
host Luton. AFP

aC Milan stay top despite atalanta defeat as Inter held
aC MILan held top spot in serie a on 
january 23 despite falling 3-0 at home 
against atalanta after nearest rivals 
Inter were held to a goalless draw at 
udinese.

stefano Pioli’s Milan saw their lead 
on second-placed Inter cut to two 
points but hold pole position at the 
half-way stage of the season for the 
first time since they last won the title 
in 2011.

“Being winter champions means 
nothing to me, now we have to react,” 
said Milan star Zlatan Ibrahimovic. 

“now the difficult phase begins.”
Milan were outplayed at home with 

atalanta’s Cristian romero heading in 
the first goal after 26 minutes in the 
san siro.

josip Ilicic added a second from 
the penalty spot eight minutes 
after the break after receiving a 

Franck Kessie elbow in the face.
Ibrahimovic missed a chance to 

equalise just before half time with the 
veteran swede sending side.

Milan’s new signing Mario Mandzu-
kic came off the bench for the final 20 
minutes but could not find the net on 
his debut despite testing atalanta 
keeper Pierluigi Gollini.

Colombian striker Duvan Zapata 
connected with a romero cross to seal 
the three points with quarter of an 
hour to go in the san siro.

For the first time this season Milan 
failed to score a goal, falling to their 
second defeat this campaign after los-
ing to juventus earlier this month.

atalanta move fourth into the 
Champions League places, seven 
points behind the leaders, and two 
points adrift of roma who went third 
after a 4-3 win over spezia.

Coach Gian Piero Gasperini hailed 
“one of our best performances in recent 
years”.

“tonight we were a bit superior on 
everything, a great satisfaction to play 
like this in the san siro.”

Conte sees red
antonio Conte’s Inter failed to follow 

on from their win over juventus last 
weekend, and the chance to go top 
with a victory in udine.

Chances were few for Inter with 

Lautaro Martinez having a goal ruled 
offside and nicolo Barella volleying 
wide in the rain.

Frustrations boiled over with Con-
te banished from the sidelines at the 
end of the game for arguing with the 
referee.

“I think that more time could have 
been added on. I made the point to the 
referee and he sent me off,” he said.

In rome, Lorenzo Pellegrini scored 
a last-gasp winner as roma bounced 
back after their Italian Cup defeat by 
spezia with a 4-3 win over the pro-
moted side.

Pellegrini blasted home in injury 
time, minutes after Daniele Verde had 
pulled spezia level, with relieved roma 
coach Paulo Fonseca racing to hug the 
midfielder.

the capital side have been in tur-
moil since their chaotic 4-2 extra-time 
loss to spezia on january 19.

the official scoreline was changed 
to 3-0 on january 22, as roma made 
six substitutions, with just five allowed, 
during the last-16 clash which they 
finished with nine men.

Captain edin Dzeko was left out of 
the team on january 23, officially 
because of a muscular injury, but amid 
reports of a fall-out with Fonseca.

Borja Mayoral scored a double for 
the hosts, netting the first after quarter 
of an hour, only for roberto Piccoli to 

pull 14th-placed spezia level seven 
minutes later by pouncing on a mis-
take by home goalkeeper Pau Lopez.

real Madrid loanee Mayoral slotted 
home his second on 52 minutes, before 
rick Karsdorp tapped in to make it 3-1 
three minutes later.

Diego Farias again responded for 
the visitors just before the hour, scor-
ing the third goal of a dramatic six-
minute spell at the stadio Olimpico.

an error from Chris smalling 
allowed former roma winger Verde 
to equalise in the 90th minute, fir-
ing home left-footed after the eng-
land defender missed his attempted 
clearance.

Pellegrini had the final say, though, 
drilling the ball into the roof of the net 
from close range after Bruno Peres’ 
unselfish cutback.

It was a first league win in three 
games for roma, after last week’s 
defeat by Lazio in the rome derby and 
a draw with title rivals Inter Milan.

“the team has come through a 
really tough week where we lost two 
games that we shouldn’t have,” Pel-
legrini said.

“this should bring a bit of calm.”
Fiorentina, in 12th, eased their rel-

egation worries with a 2-1 win over 
rock bottom Crotone, thanks to first 
half goals from Giacomo Bonaven-
tura and Dusan Vlahovica. AFP

Manchester City’s English midfielder Phil Foden (centre) shoots to score their first goal during the English FA Cup fourth round football match 
against Cheltenham Town at The Jonny-Rocks Stadium in Cheltenham, central England, on Saturday. POOL/AFP

Atalanta’s German defender Robin Gosens (left) and AC Milan’s Italian defender Davide 
Calabria go for a header during the Italian Serie A football match between their teams 
on Saturday at the San Siro stadium in Milan. AFP
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