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Investment 
Law may be 
in effect as 
soon as April
Hin Pisei

C
AMBODIA’S newly-
drafted Investment Law 
will be in effect as soon 
as in April 2021, accord-

ing to Ministry of Economy and 
Finance secretary of state Phan 
Phalla on January 27.

He made the remark at the Pub-
lic Forum on Macroeconomic 
Management and Budget Law 
2021, ushering in a fresh wind of 
optimism that the document will 
sweeten the pot and entice inves-
tors to foray into the Kingdom.

With the finishing touches on 
the draft law complete, he said all 
that remains is for final approval 
from a number of institutions.

Comprising 11 chapters and 39 
articles, he added that the new 
version of the law has been tai-
lored to be more in line with 
social developments and better 
contend with some of the con-
cerns that investors have raised.

“We have finalised the new 
law and will likely discuss it with 
the Economic and Financial 
Policy Committee early in Feb-
ruary. After that, we will submit 
it to the Cabinet and then to the 
National Assembly.

“If all goes well and smooth, the 
new law might be submitted to 
the National Assembly and Sen-
ate in April and approved” within 
the same month, Phalla said.

He said the law would also 
include special tax exemptions 
for merchandise imports that are 
used in projects. “In the new law, 

we have stated that companies 
need not pay taxes on production 
input imports.”

According to Phalla, it also 
tackles human resource training 
and creates a more comfortable 
environment for workers.

“Once the law is enacted, our 
investment climate will improve 
and, at the same time, trim unnec-
essary spending, making Cambo-
dia more attractive,” he said.

Consisting of nine chapters 
and 26 articles, the current 
Investment Law was approved 
by the National Assembly on 
August 4, 1994 and promulgated 
by the King on the very next day. 
It was reviewed in 2003, but 
remains unchanged.

Cambodia Chamber of Com-
merce (CCC) vice-president Lim 
Heng told The Post on January 28 
that CCC representatives pro-
vided feedback for the new law 
at a meeting at the ministry and 
another at the Council for the 
Development of Cambodia.

He lauded the law as more flex-
ible and convenient than the 
existing version. “On behalf of the 
private sector, we really want this 
law to be implemented soon, 
given its straightforwardness, 
less convoluted procedural 
mechanisms and added incentives 
for local and foreign investors.”

He noted that the new piece of 
legislation is also in line with cur-
rent technological developments 
and the government’s Industry 
4.0-ready policy centred on bring-
ing new investors onboard.

GameStop battle: ‘Nerds’ v Wall Street

Another Covid-19 case found, five recover
Mom Kunthear

THE Ministry of Health on January 
28 confirmed a new case of Covid-
19 in a migrant worker returning 
from Thailand. 

The latest case was recorded as 
five Covid-19 patients – four Cam-
bodian migrants and one arriving 
foreign traveller – were discharged 
from hospitals the previous day.

In a press release, the ministry 
said the 42-year-old migrant work-
er from Banteay Meanchey prov-
ince’s Poipet town arrived from 
Thailand on January 12 and was 
diagnosed with Covid-19 by the In-
stitut Pasteur du Cambodge after 
her fourth test came back positive. 
She is currently being treated at the 
provincial referral hospital. 

Banteay Meanchey deputy provin-

cial governor Ly Sary told The Post 
on January 28 that Cambodian mi-
grant workers continued to return 
from Thailand through his prov-
ince every day. Authorities conduct 
health checks and quarantine them 
in 17 sites in the province.

“Our province has made it possible 
for all returning migrant workers to be 
checked and sent to quarantine facili-
ties and treated when Covid-19 cases 

are detected, in accordance with 
the health ministry’s guidelines and 
Prime Minister Hun Sen’s recommen-
dations. We have mobilised all of our 
resources for the task,” he said.

Sary also expressed praise and 
appreciation for all of the groups 
who have offered their assistance 
and cooperation. 

He estimated that about 3,000 
Cambodian migrants had re-

turned from Thailand via Banteay 
Meanchey and completed a manda-
tory 14-day quarantine. Three thou-
sand more were still in quarantine at 
facilities throughout the province.

In Battambang province, a total of 
2,307 returning migrants had complet-
ed quarantine and gone home while 
956 remained at quarantine centres.

AN EPIC battle is unfolding on Wall 
Street, with a cast of characters clashing 
over the fate of GameStop, a struggling 
US chain of video game retail stores.

The conflict has sent GameStop on a 
stomach-churning ride with amateur 
investors taking on the financial establish-
ment in the mindset of the Occupy Wall 
Street movement launched a decade ago.

GameStop, a well-known retail chain 
whose business model of selling games 
on discs appears to have been over-
taken by a move to the internet, has 
been the target of “short sellers,” often 
big hedge funds that bet on a decline 
by selling borrowed shares in the hope 
of repaying at a lower price.

But a group of amateur investors, organ-

izing via the online platform Reddit, has 
fought the trend. A group calling itself 
WallStreetBets, with some three million 
members who exchange tips and boast 
about beating “the system”, is credited 
with pushing up GameStop shares and 
roiling the Wall Street establishment.

Some analysts have described the situ-
ation as a “nerds vs Wall Street” battle.

WallStreetBets founder Jaime Rogozin-
ski said the movement “is able to do what 
Occupy Wall Street was never able to do 
but on a completely different angle.

“Occupy Wall Street was fed up with 
this saying: ‘It’s a game we can’t play, 
you’re forgetting the little guy.’ Now the 
little guy figured out a different way 
around it,” he said.

The WallStreetBets forum had restricted 
access to those outside its 3.6 million sub-
scribers for a few hours on January 27 
evening, but was again visible to the pub-
lic by 0115 GMT early on January 28.

The WallStreetBets followers have 
been on a GameStop buying spree, 
which not only pushes up the shares 
but puts pressure on short sellers to 
make purchases to “cover” their bets to 
avoid steeper losses.

This is known on Wall Street as a 
“short squeeze” and can result in a diz-
zying rally by forcing short sellers into 
becoming buyers.

As a result, GameStop surged 18 per
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Heaps of praise
Battambang town has been recognised as a model in terms of municipal waste management for its achievement in 
recycling waste into compost and plastic waste into other materials for use. UNDP CamboDia
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Battambang province has 
11 quarantine centres in to-
tal located in the districts 
of Kamrieng, Sampov Loun, 
Phnom Proek, Bavel, Thma 
Koul, Samlot, Ek Phnom, 
Banan, ratanak Mondol, 
Moung russey and the pro-
vincial referral hospital.

as of january 28, Cambo-
dia had recorded a total of 
461 Covid-19 cases with 428 
recoveries. 

Of the 33 still being treated, 
seven are at the national Cen-
tre for Tuberculosis and Lep-
rosy Control; 16 at Banteay 
Meanchey Provincial referral 
Hospital; five at Battambang 
Provincial referral Hospi-
tal; two at Oddar Meanchey 
Provincial referral Hospital; 
one at Pailin Provincial refer-
ral Hospital; and one each at 
Khmer-Soviet Friendship Hos-
pital and Chak angre Health 
Centre in Phnom Penh.

Separately, the health min-
istry also announced on janu-
ary 28 that 354 senior govern-
ment officials have pledged 
to contribute their salaries to 
the fight against Covid-19, fol-
lowing a declaration by Hun 
Sen that he would donate an-
other seven months of his sal-
ary worth over 63 million riel 
($16,000).

Officials to 
contribute 
salaries for 
Covid fight   

Gov’t shrugs off corruption report
Long Kimmarita

T
ranSParEnCy In-
ternational (TI) has 
ranked Cambodia 
as having the lowest 

score in the aSEan region, 
corresponding to the highest 
level of corruption. Govern-
ment officials dismissed the 
rating as not reflective of the 
reality in the country.

On january 28, the TI Secre-
tariat in Berlin, Germany, re-
leased the results of the 2020 
Corruption Perceptions Index 
(CPI). Cambodia scored 21 
out of 100 – an improvement 
of one point over 2019, rank-
ing 160th among 180 coun-
tries and territories.

“From a regional perspec-
tive, Cambodia continues to 
occupy the third lowest spot 
in the asia Pacific, coming 
above only afghanistan and 
north Korea, and the lowest 
spot in the aSEan region. 
The results obtained by other 
aSEan countries have been 
mixed,” TI confirmed.

according to TI’s findings, 
Singapore continued to be 
ranked among the top 10 
least corrupt countries in the 
world, repeating its score of 85 
and tying for third place with 
Sweden and Switzerland.

Several countries in the 
region saw their scores de-
cline from the previous year: 
Myanmar (down from 29 to 
28), Vietnam (37 to 36), Ma-
laysia (53 to 51) and Indone-
sia (40 to 37).  Thailand, Laos, 
Brunei and the Philippines 

maintained their scores.
TI stated that Cambodia’s 

results reflect some progress 
the country has made, includ-
ing in its efforts to reduce cor-
ruption in the private sector, 
reform management of public 
finances through optimising 
resource mobilisation, foster 
e-government and improve 
public services, particularly 
in response to Covid-19.  

TI added, however, that 
the improvement has not 
changed the overall percep-
tion of experts and business 
executives, particularly when 

key structural and systemic 
reforms that seek to tackle 
political and large-scale cor-
ruption and strengthen the 
rule of law are deemed to have 
made little to no progress. 

In fact, in both the World 
justice Project rule of Law In-
dex 2020 and the Varieties of 
Democracy 2020 index, which 
measure countries’ efforts to 
advance the rule of law and 
democratic development, re-
spectively, Cambodia continues 
to receive the lowest scores.

In a press statement on janu-
ary 28, TI Cambodia executive 

director Pech Pisey said that 
a persistent low score on the 
CPI index indicated ingrained 
political and institutional 
shortcomings in a country.

He added that in the time of 
Covid-19, corruption poses a 
double threat for many low in-
come economies. according to 
the findings, most of the coun-
tries with the highest levels of 
corruption are also those with 
problems regarding freedom 
of expression and democracy.

“although Cambodia has 
achieved noticeable results in 
its Covid-19 responses as well 

as in its public administration 
and public financial reform 
programmes, the CPI score 
suggests that far more needs 
to be done to address this most 
pressing issue,” Pisey said.

He said that in order to re-
duce corruption, the govern-
ment should expedite reform 
agendas by strengthening insti-
tutions responsible for promot-
ing the rule of law and address 
gaps in the implementation of 
anti-corruption legislation.

Pisey hoped for active par-
ticipation from civil society 
organisations, media and the 
citizens in the fight against cor-
ruption. reducing corruption 
would improve the business 
environment and promote fair 
competition which is needed 
for Cambodia, he said.

Government spokesman 
Phay Siphan said on january 
28 that Cambodia was not 
interested in TI’s ranking be-
cause it was not an accurate 
depiction of the Kingdom, 
nor did it affect investments 
in the country.

“I am not interested in the 
scores that organisations 
have given to the Cambodian 
government because the gov-
ernment is effective in pro-
viding services to the public. 
In terms of attracting invest-
ments, Cambodia ranks well, 
which is encouraging and 
shows progress in the fight 
against corruption,” he said.

Siphan stressed that such 
findings are not necessarily 
accurate and may not reflect 
real situations in society.

The Anti-Corruption Unit (ACU) headquarters in Phnom Penh’s Daun Penh district. HENG CHIVOAN

nGOs: End violence against children 
Niem Chheng

THrEE international nGOs have col-
laborated to launch a project dubbed 
Ending Violence Against Children in 
and around Schools in Cambodia’ 
(ENDVAC) on january 29 in support of 
13,000 children in Siem reap and 
Preah Vihear provinces.

EnDVaC is jointly implemented by 
Save the Children, World Vision and 
Plan International Cambodia, using 
evidence-based tools and approaches, 
according to a press statement. 

Save the Children will lead overall 
implementation and national coordina-
tion. World Vision will handle project 
operations in Preah Vihear while Plan 
International will operate in Siem reap.

The project stems from a study con-
ducted in 2013 which found that 52.7 
per cent of women and 54.2 per cent of 
men aged 18-24 reported at least one 
experience of physical violence prior to 
the age of 18. Violence in schools often 
occurred between children of the same 
age, but teachers were the most com-
mon perpetrators of violence against 
children outside their homes. 

Country director for Save the Children 
Elizabeth Pearce said violence against 
children, especially gender-based vio-
lence and bullying, contributes signifi-
cantly to school dropouts among chil-
dren with disabilities. 

She noted that children face different 
vulnerabilities based on their gender. 
Girls are more likely to experience psy-
chological bullying, cyber-bullying, 
sexual violence and harassment, while 
boys are more likely to experience phys-
ical violence and corporal punishment. 

Pearce said the work by the three 
nGOs will reinforce the Cambodian 
Child Protection Policy Framework 

through development, endorsement 
and dissemination of the Implementa-
tion Guidelines for Child Protection in 
Schools Policy (IGCPSP).

“We will also support the Ministry of 
Education, youth and Sport in the piloting 
of the IGCPSP in target primary schools by 
establishing a functioning school-based 
child protection mechanism and ensuring 
its coordination with community-based 
child protection mechanisms,” she said.

Gwynneth Wong, country director for 
Plan International Cambodia, said the 
project will also support target schools 
in developing systems to monitor data 
related to violence against children and 
enforcing codes of conduct. 

“These systems will help schools track 
violence against children and enable time-
ly responses to prevent children from 

dropping out of school,” Wong explained.
Education ministry spokesman ros 

Soveacha welcomed all contributions 
which positively promote the quality of 
education. 

He said the prevention of violence 
against children at schools is a task of 
school committees in collaboration 
with each provincial education depart-
ment. Disciplinary measures will be 
taken against those who commit non-
educational activities at schools.

“Moreover, at every education institu-
tion, there is a team of children’s coun-
sellors. These teams are tasked with 
promoting educational activities for 
children. They are also tasked with 
monitoring and reporting occurrences 
of any irregularities at the institutions,” 
he said.

The project aims to end violence against children in and around schools. HENG CHIVOAN

Kim Sarom

THE Phnom Penh Municipal 
Court on january 28 resumed the 
trial against 61 people including 
former opposition leader Sam 
rainsy on charges of plotting and 
incitement to cause social chaos.

But only two defendants, both 
of whom have not been placed 
in pre-trial detentions, appeared 
at the hearing. 

Seven defence lawyers were 
present including Sam Sokong and 
Lor Chunthy, and five other lawyers 
who have been assigned by the 
Bar association of the Kingdom of 
Cambodia (BaKC) to defend those 
who did not have a lawyer. 

The case stemmed from rain-
sy’s plan to return to Cambodia 
on november 9, 2019, to arrest 
Prime Minister Hun Sen. 

Prum rath, one of the two 
defendants, said at the hearing 
that he was a Cambodian mi-
grant worker in South Korea and 
was later elected as deputy head 
of the former Cambodia nation-
al rescue Party’s (CnrP) youth 
wing based in South Korea. 

rath claimed, however, that 
he was not active in politics be-
cause he was busy with his work 
at a Korean factory and only oc-
casionally took part in CnrP 
meetings there. He returned to 
Cambodia in august 2019 when 
his work contract ended.

“When I was in Korea, my 
[youth wing] team worked in-
dependently. We wanted to see 
respects for human right in 
Cambodia. When I returned to 

Cambodia, I did not talk poli-
tics; I just focused on working to 
feed my parents,” he said.

But according to a document 
read in court, rath had written 
a Facebook post saying: “We are 
youths in Korea, australia, Can-
ada, and Finland. We will return 
to our country. 

“no one seems to care much 
about our society; they only care 
about their personal interests, 
unlike [youths] in other coun-
tries. Let’s join hands for the sake 
of democracy! Let’s advocate and 
devote ourselves [to this cause]! 
all Khmer people, let’s stand up 
to rescue our country!”

rath told the court that what he 
wrote was just his personal opin-
ion, claiming he never wrote any-
thing else after arriving in Cam-
bodia and also refrained from 
involving with the former CnrP. 

Chea yamorn, another defen-
dant who was former CnrP chief 
in Boeung Tumpun II commune, 
declined to talk during the hearing 
and left it to his lawyer instead. 

yamorn later told reporters 
outside the courtroom that he 
reserved his rights to remain si-
lent because he did not expect 
justice from the trial, which he 
said was politically motivated.

“Only political solution can 
help clear me of this treason 
charge. I am a Cambodian, I can-
not commit any activities that 
betray my nation,” yamorn said.

Presiding judge ros Piseth 
adjourned the hearing and set 
February 18 as the date to re-
sume trial.

‘Plotting’ trial for rainsy, 
ex-CnrP activists resumes 
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Orm Bunthoeurn 

THE government has repealed all 
previously issued letters certifying 
sales, purchases, transfers, occupa-
tion or ownership of any land within 
the Prey Lang Wildlife Sanctuary.

The decision was made following an 
investigation into land disputes between 
188 families and environmental officials 
in Kampong Thom province. 

The disputed land is located within 
the Tabok and Dey Krahom area of 
Sandan district’s Sochetr commune.

a letter from the Council of Minis-
ters permanent secretary of state 
Hing Thoraksy informing the envi-
ronment minister and provincial 
governor of the repeals was seen by 
The Post on january 28.

The letter said reaksmey Khemara 
Party delegates had provided evidence 
as to the rightful owners of the land in 
a dispute between the 188 families and 
Prey Lang Wildlife Sanctuary rangers.

The letter further states that the gov-
ernment had allowed the provincial 
administration, along with the Sandan 
district and Sochetr commune author-
ities, to repeal all letters certifying the 
status of any land within the sanctuary.

The letter also instructed the provin-
cial and Sandan district administra-
tions to look into the background of 
Hien Toy Company to determine the 
identities of the owners and employees 
in case they are found to be encroach-
ing on land in the sanctuary so that 
legal action can then be taken.

according to the letter, the environ-
ment ministry in cooperation with the 
provincial and district administra-
tions has inspected the area and 
determined the boundaries of the dis-
puted locations in the commune. 

The letter goes on to specify that land 
will be allocated to those people who 
have been relying on it for their liveli-
hoods or occupying it continuously for 
a long period of time, and new letters 
to certify ownership will be issued to 
them once the allocations are made. 

Environment ministry spokesman 
neth Pheaktra declined to comment 
on the matter.

Provincial governor Sok Lou 
declined to provide details, saying he 
had not received the directive issued 
by the Council of Ministers.

“I haven’t seen the letter yet so I 
don’t have a grip on the current situ-
ation,” he said.

reaksmey Khemara Party vice-
president Hem Braseur said now that 
the Council of Ministers has issued 
this latest directive he expects that 
the disputed land in the Tabok and 
Dey Krahom area will be returned to 
the families who were living on it. 

“I hope that the land will be returned 
to the people and that no one will 
encroach on the land further,” he said.

Citing claims by those living in the 
disputed area, he said they have lived 
and relied on the land for their liveli-
hoods as far back as 2007. 

He said there are more than 180 
families living on over 1,850ha prior 
to it being designated as part of the 
Prey Lang Wildlife Sanctuary. 

“Back then, it was not yet designated 
a wildlife sanctuary. The people lived 
there and occupied the land for many 
years and grew cashew and rubber 
trees. you can see that the trees they 
planted have grown quite large now.

“But then the government issued a 
sub-decree designating the area as 
Prey Lang [sanctuary]. It may be 
marked on the map as Prey Lang, but 
the truth is that it isn’t a part of Prey 
Lang and never really was,” he said.

uXO-loaded warship used by Lon nol
Nov Sivutha

M
ILITary historians and 
naval experts have de-
termined that a war-
ship found sunken in 

the river near Meanchey commune’s 
Veal village of Kampong Cham prov-
ince’s Srei Santhor district had been 
used by soldiers of Marshal Lon nol 
during the civil war.

Mey Sophea, commander of the 
uXO Clearance unit of the national 
Centre for Peacekeeping Force and 
Explosive remnants of War Clearance 
(nPMEC-ErW), told The Post on jan-
uary 28 that the warship was 45m long 
and 8m wide and that it was a leftover 
from the French colonial era and of 
French manufacture and design. 

The ship was mainly used for 
transport and had a cargo capacity 
large enough to carry in excess of 100 
tonnes of ammunition or supplies. 

“We’ve determined that this war-
ship belonged to France. It had 
transported ammunition to Kam-
pong Cham from Ho Chi Minh City 
in Vietnam, known back then as 
Saigon, which was the location of 
most of the major uS military bases 
during the war there. 

“The ammunition was provided to 
support Lon nol’s forces in Cambodia 
during the 1970-1975 war,” he said.

Sophea added that the ship bore 
the name Khmer national Marine in 
French and it had a crew of up to 30. 

It was not known how many people 
were on the ship or how many died 
from the blast or survived it back when 
the ship was sunk by an explosion. 

To date, Sophea said, salvage op-
erations in and around the wreck 
have recovered more than six tonnes 
of ammunition. Divers will continue 

exploring the wreck every day until 
the recovery is complete. 

according to Sophea there is an es-
timated 50 to 100 tonnes of ammuni-
tion that needs to be safely removed 
from the wreck and that the estimate 
will become more precise over time as 
they continue to survey its contents. 

Sophea said that operations to 
remove the ammunition from the 
wreck should be finished in May of 

this year but the exact timeline would 
depend on practical considerations 
like weather or available personnel. 

Prime Minister Hun Sen established 
an inter-ministerial task force on 
august 28 last year to study the ship-
wreck and dispose of the unexploded 
ordnance (uXO) in its cargo hold. 

The task force is comprised of 17 
members with Ministry of national 
Defence secretary of state neang 

Phat serving as chairman. 
Divers explored an area of the 

river measuring 1,500m by 1,000m 
(150ha) in order to plan the recovery 
of the uXO from the wreck and its 
surroundings. 

They divided the area into three 
zones – a high-risk zone measuring 
200m x 200m and a medium-risk zone 
measuring 500m x 1,000m with a larger 
low-risk zone encompassing them.

Census results reveal rising literacy rates 
Voun Dara

LITEraCy among people 
aged 15 and up in the King-
dom has risen over the past 
11 years due to reforms in the 
education system and pri-
oritising human resource 
development, according to 
the results of the recently 
published national census.

at the ceremony to present 
the final results of the Gen-
eral Population Census on 
january 26, Minister of Inte-
rior Sar Kheng noted that the 
adult literacy rate in Cambo-
dia had increased from 77.6 
per cent to 87.7 per cent since 
the last census in 2008.

Sar Kheng described the 
literacy rate as an important 
indicator of educational out-
comes important for nation-
al development.

“Education is important for 
individuals and a resource for 
national development. It is a 
birthright for every person 
and contributes to poverty 
reduction and the elimination 
of inequality,” he said.

The literacy rate among 
Cambodians aged seven and 
up also increased from 78.4 
per cent in 2008 to 88.5 per 
cent in 2019. There remain, 
however, large gaps between 
male and female literacy rates 
as well as urban versus rural.

“Inequality between men 
and women in terms of lit-
eracy is a major issue for the 
ministry of education and 
the government to consider 

urgently,” Sar Kheng said.
“adult literacy rates have 

changed significantly in 
urban areas, reaching over 93 
per cent, compared with 
rural rates at around 84 per 
cent,” he added.

according to the census 
report’s survey of education 
levels, 22 per cent of the popu-
lation aged 20-24 did not com-
plete primary school while 
nearly 32 per cent finished 
only primary school. For 
another 33 per cent, lower sec-
ondary school was the highest 
level of schooling completed.

In the same age group, nine 

per cent finished technical or 
vocational secondary pro-
grammes as their highest 
level attained, and three per 
cent achieved undergraduate 
or postgraduate degrees.

The report defines literacy 
as the ability to write and read 
with comprehension ordinary 
phrases in any particular lan-
guage. Individuals unable to 
do so are deemed illiterate.

The national Committee 
for the General Population 
Census announced the offi-
cial results after completing 
census surveys on March 3, 
2019. The census found that 

Cambodia’s population 
increased 16 per cent to 15.5 
million from 13.4 million 
people in 2008.

Daniel alemu, acting rep-
resentative of the un Popula-
tion Fund (unFPa) in Cam-
bodia, said at the ceremony 
that the census data on the 
size and nature of the popu-
lation would support the 
national ecosystem database, 
the measurement of sustain-
able national development 
indicators and the sampling 
framework for national and 
sub-national surveys.

“Census data provides an 

important source of informa-
tion for policymakers to 
respond more effectively to 
vulnerable and indistinguish-
able groups,” alemu said.

Ministry of Education 
spokesman ros Soveacha 
said the ministry has made 
efforts to develop a number 
of educational initiatives to 
contribute to the eradication 
of illiteracy. These include 
programmes for school re-
enrolment, professional lit-
eracy, post-literacy, diploma 
equivalency, income-gener-
ation and life improvement.

“The non-formal educa-
tion programmes are intend-
ed for people who have not 
had opportunities or access 
to general education, includ-
ing the poor and vulnerable, 
especially women and chil-
dren, and adolescents who 
work rather than attend 
school,” he said.

Soveacha said the initiatives 
are in accordance with article 
65 of Cambodia’s Constitution 
which declares that the state 
must protect and promote the 
right of citizens to receive 
quality education at all levels 
and must take all necessary 
measures to make education 
accessible to everyone.

article 66 subsequently 
provides that “the state shall 
establish a complete and 
unified education system 
throughout the country so 
that all citizens will be 
equally fortunate to pursue 
their lives”.

Gov’t cancels 
public claims 
of ownership 
in sanctuary

Members of the UXO Clearance Unit remove ordnance from the sunken wreck of a warship in Kampong Cham province. supplied

Interior minister Sar Kheng noted that literacy rates in the Kingdom improved across all demographics 
since the previous national census. Hean Rangsey



Nov Sivutha

THE Kep Provincial Adminis-
tration and the Ministry of 
Environment have marked out 
275 plots of land covering 
176ha as they prepare to allo-
cate the plots to families in the 
region of Kep National Park 
who have been occupying the 
land and relying on it for their 
livelihoods.  

Kep provincial governor Som 
Piseth told The Post on January 
27 that after the provincial 
administration and the envi-
ronment ministry had exam-
ined more than 400 requests for 
land they made a preliminary 
report showing that there were 
crops or buildings covering 
176ha of the land in that area. 

He said the ministry and the 
provincial administration have 
cooperated to carry out this 
work in every detail and that 
they had inspected the site at 
least 10 times since July 2020. 

He explained that in order 
to address the requests a 

meeting with provincial and 
environmental officials had 
been held. The meeting 
examined official documents 
and confirmed the identities 
of those making the requests 
and determined the locations 
of their plots with the help of 
GPS data and drone footage. 

He said some of the plots that 
were identified were not allo-
cated as requested because they 
were very steep and unsuitable 
for habitation or they 
encroached into Kep National 
Park, but they were able to 
accommodate those cases with 
alternate plots of land.

“We granted some people 100 
per cent of their requested plots 
and some we granted just a por-
tion of what they requested. It 
was all done in a practical man-
ner according to the actual situ-
ation on the ground there.  

“Most of them were settled 
there and have been growing 
crops since 1994-1995 and they 
had chicken-wing cards [a com-
mon nickname for the old land 

title cards] from back before the 
land law was made,” he said.

Piseth added that the report 
will be sent to Prime Minister 
Hun Sen for review and 
approval. 

Yun Phally, Kep-Kampot 
provincial coordinator for 
rights group Adhoc, said he 
had yet to receive information 
regarding the inspection of 
this location but normally if 
land is measured or allocated 
that affects other people’s 
crops they can lodge a com-
plaint against it. 

Phally added that he would 
go there in person to search for 
information regarding the land 
allocations to make sure that 
everything was done according 
to the law and with the approv-
al of the community there.

The Kep National Park cov-
ers 5,000ha near the coast in 
Kep province. The late King 
Father Norodom Sihanouk 
signed a royal decree designat-
ing the land as a national park 
on November 1, 1993.

Soth Koemsoeun 

T
HE National Police 
have vowed to tight-
en gun control and 
crack down on illegal 

weapon trafficking in order to 
maintain security, safety and 
social order as officials and 
civil society organisations 
are worried about increasing 
rates of gun violence. 

Shootings in Cambodia are 
rare compared to some coun-
tries but they do take place 
every year. Many of the cases 
stem from interpersonal con-
flicts like spousal jealousy, 
arguments following vehicle 
accidents and disputes over 
land. Whatever the motive 
behind it, the violence leaves 
people injured and some-
times even killed.  

Theam Bun Seng, director of 
the Ministry of Interior’s weap-
on control department, said 
guns in the Kingdom are gov-
erned by the Law on Weapons, 
Explosives and Ammunition 
Management consisting of six 
chapters with 26 articles. 

The law has been in place 
since 2005.  The law was creat-
ed in order to place controls on 
all things related to guns and 
other dangerous weapons. 

That includes provisions 
regarding carrying, posses-
sion and use of guns for self-
defence, the sale and pur-
chase of guns, lending a gun, 
moving a gun, hiring security 
guards with guns, manufac-
ture of guns, modifying guns 

and repairing guns.
He added that those who 

have the right to legally pos-
sess a gun included directors, 
deputy directors, members of 
the National Assembly and 
the Senate, the Constitutional 
Council, the Supreme Council 
of Magistracy, ministers and a 
number of other officials be-
low those ranks. 

Sub-national level officials 
who are permitted to own or 
possess guns include munici-
pal and provincial governors 
and their deputies, and district 
governors and councillors. 

Furthermore, he noted, 
members of Royal Cambo-
dian Armed Forces (RCAF), 
Military Police and National 

Police with the rank of colo-
nel or higher could also le-
gally possess guns.  

Those in uniform who are 
of a lower rank than colonel 
may carry a gun while go-
ing about their official duties 
with permission from their 
unit. When off-duty, however, 
they must return the weapons 
to the armoury.

All officials who are permit-
ted by law to carry guns have 
the duty to maintain security 
and order and defend Cam-
bodia’s territorial integrity.

They can defend themselves 
if they come under attack or 
defend any other person who 
is in danger. 

“In order to effectively stop 

illegal weapon use, we will use 
active measures like patrols 
and inspections. We will install 
checkpoints along the roads 
and in high traffic areas to crack 
down on the illegal transporta-
tion and trafficking of weapons 
and explosives of all kinds. 

“We will also take admin-
istrative action to strengthen 
the management and control 
of existing weapons before 
we issue anymore licences al-
lowing personal ownership of 
weapons,” he said.

According to Article 20 of 
the ammunition manage-
ment law, those found guilty 
of illegal possession of weap-
ons, explosives and ammuni-
tion of all types shall be sub-
ject to between six months 
and two years in prison and 
a fine of between 500,000 and 
2,000,000 riel ($125 and $500). 

Article 23 of the same law 
states that those who are en-
gaged in weapons trafficking 
or found to be stockpiling 
weapons face five to 10 years 
imprisonment.

Licadho deputy director Am 
Sam Ath said the recent in-
crease in gun violence has been 

worrisome and he believes it 
may be due to loopholes in the 
existing gun control law.

He said some people who are 
found to be in possession of 
guns illegally had escaped pun-
ishment with the help of power-
ful and well-connected people 
who intervened on their behalf.  

Sam Ath pointed out that 
many of the violent incidents 
or other cases where guns had 
been misused were not due to 
illegal guns but were in fact 
perpetrated by government 
officials who abused their le-
gal right to carry a gun.

Sam Ath cited as example 
instances where officials 
threatened and even killed 
others they were having per-
sonal disputes with or threat-
ened people who were inno-
cent of wrongdoing but were 
less powerful than them. 

He said officials sometimes 
used their guns to make arbi-
trary demands of others and 
to show off their power and 
influence in order to make 
others respect and fear them.  

“All of these cases show bru-
tality and inhumanity and show 
a lack of ethics and professional 
training among those allowed 
to carry guns. If we control legal 
guns ineffectively we can’t ex-
pect to get the problem of illegal 
guns under control.

“And then the use of guns be-
comes anarchic [here]. So, [the 
government] should pay more 
attention to [better control of 
legally owned guns],” he said.

Theam Bun Seng said: “We 
share those concerns and we 
are introducing new plans 
and considering a series of 
strict measures to control 
those guns more effectively. 

“We acknowledge that there 
have been many problems in-
volving guns that were regis-
tered and possessed legally 
by individuals [who then put 
them to illegal or inappropri-
ate uses],” he said. 

He called on all members of 

the armed forces or civilian 
officials who have the right 
to carry a gun to register their 
weapons and commit to us-
ing them responsibly.

Bun Seng emphasised that 
anyone found to be stockpil-
ing illegal weapons or misus-
ing a legally held weapon will 
be punished according to the 
law no matter what rank or 
position they hold.

Cambodian Centre for Hu-
man Rights (CCHR) execu-
tive director Chak Sopheap 
said that in a healthy society 
guns are strictly controlled 
and the rule of law functions 
correctly. If that were the case 
in Cambodia then gun related 
violence and criminal activity 
would decrease, she said. 

“Authorities themselves 
must ensure that they imple-
ment the rule of law correctly, 
meaning that the laws apply 
equally to everyone all the 
time and without exception.  

“That means that when a 
police officer – with or without 
a gun – violates the law, he or 
she must be punished accord-
ing to the law,” she said.

Phnom Penh municipal po-
lice chief Sar Thet could not 
be reached for comment.

But earlier this month, Phnom 
Penh municipal governor 
Khuong Sreng held a first meet-
ing with municipal police and 
Military Police officials to exam-
ine and strengthen measures 
for the control of guns, prohi-
bition of drugs and prevention 
of alcohol abuse – including 
closing any loopholes or gaps 
in enforcement that may be un-
dermining such efforts. 

At the meeting they deter-
mined that this year the po-
lice will strive to tighten en-
forcement related to matters 
such as gun control that have 
increasingly been causing 
problems. They plan to meet 
further to identify more spe-
cific concerns and find solu-
tions early this year.
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Police vow tighter gun control in Kingdom

Police set up a roadblock in search of illegal weapons in Phnom Penh. pOLICE

Families allocated plots of 
land at Kep national park

Unilever on Tuesday has 
announced the appointment 
of Mr. Sothou Ly, a veteran 
sales expert of the company, 
as Country Director effective 
January 1, 2021. Mr. Sothou 
Ly will also oversee Uni-
lever’s operations in Laos and 
will become the first Cam-
bodian to lead the Unilever’s 
operations in the country.    

“I am extremely delighted 
that we have appointed the 
first Cambodian to hold the 
top senior role in Cambodia. 
More local talents are being 
appointed senior positions 
at the company, and the 
company’s leadership team 
is already composed of 81 
percent local persons and 63 
percent of them are female. 
This appointment has further 
confirmed of Unilever’s 
continued commitment to 
unlocking opportunities for 
local talents. Sothou is a 
compassionate leader and 
I am confident that he will 
manage to lead the amazing 
and highly talented team to 
new heights,” said Alejandro 
(Doy) Concha, as vice presi-
dent/general manager for 
Unilever Myanmar, Cambodia 
and Laos.

Sothou is an experienced 
customers development 
leader with almost 15 years 
of service with Unilever. He 
spent the beginning of his 
career with the company 
in marketing, as well as in 
several customer develop-
ment roles including general 

trade, modern trade, trade 
marketing and sales opera-
tions.  From 2010-2012, he 
served as the trade marketing 
and modern trade manager 
for Myanmar and Cambodia, 
playing a pivotal role in 
building the local team and 
setting up Unilever Myanmar. 

In his current role as head 
of customer development, 
Sothou has successfully 
transformed the customer 
development function into 
an execution powerhouse by 
building a strong local talent 
pool and distribution net-
work, giving Unilever a huge 
competitive advantage in the 
market.  He also successfully 
launched the Apsara Model, 
a Selling with Purpose 
programme, which won the 
Global Selling with Purpose 
Award in 2018.

Unilever (Cambodia) 
Limited has officially been 
registered with the Cambodia 
Ministry of Commerce in 

September 2003. In August 
2015, the General Department 
of Customs and Excise of 
Cambodia has officially rec-
ognised Unilever (Cambodia) 
Limited as the Best Trader 
Group Member in Cambodia. 
Unilever has exclusive rights 
for import and products 
distribution in Cambodia. As 
an employer, we put priority 
on “our people” and “our 
community”. 

With 17 years in Cambo-
dia, Unilever has been serv-
ing a wide range of products 
to 16 million Cambodian 
consumers. The govern-
ment’s General Department 
of Customs & Excise has 
recognised Unilever Cambo-
dia Limited as one of the best 
traders since 2015. Unilever 
Cambodia Limited has won 
the Cambodia’s Best Em-
ployer Brand award for four 
consecutive years confirming 
the company as a preferred 
employer in the country.         

Unilever appoints the first Cambodian 
to lead Cambodia and Laos operations  
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Soth Koemsoeun

T
HE Ministry of Envi-
ronment and the UN 
Development Pro-
gramme (UNDP) in 

Cambodia officially launched 
a solar power plant and bat-
tery storage system at the Ke-
sor Kol Sok An Phnom Kulen 
Research and Conservation 
Centre on Kulen mountain in 
Siem Reap province.

A ceremony to inaugurate 
the new system was held on 
January 27 and attended by 
representatives of the minis-
try, the Swedish embassy and 
other development partners 
as well as park rangers and 
community members.

Environment minister Say 
Sam Al noted that the solar 
power system was the first to 
be installed at a research centre 
in Cambodia, and it would play 
an important role in facilitating 
the centre’s work to identify and 
preserve of native plants like the 
Kesor Kol (wild orchid) and ani-
mals, particularly threatened, 
rare and endangered species.

Sam Al lauded the achieve-
ment as a new step in develop-
ing sustainable infrastructure 
for the future. The solar plant 
has a generating capacity of 
32kW with an 87kWh battery 
storage system.

He described the develop-
ment of the centre as intend-
ed to promote cooperation in 
scientific research, exchanges 
of knowledge and technology, 
and understanding of the im-
portance of ecosystems, bio-
diversity and sustainability.

“Our research centre will con-
tribute to the diversification of 

the local economy, especially 
tourism, connecting culture 
and nature, and will create 
employment options and ad-
ditional sources of income to 
improve the livelihoods of lo-
cal people in line with govern-
ment policy,” Sam Al said.

Siem Reap deputy provin-
cial governor Ngan Phirun ex-
pressed support for the proj-
ect, noting that solar power 
generation does not damage 
the environment and could 
serve as a model for businesses 
in the province and elsewhere 
that are not yet connected to 
the national power grid.

He added that the centre 
has been working to conserve, 
breed and restore endangered 
species. The preservation of 

wildlife also facilitates oppor-
tunities for public outreach and 
education to raise awareness 
of issues related to wildlife and 
environmental protection.

UNDP deputy resident rep-
resentative Sonali Dayaratne 
praised the achievement as an 
environmentally responsible 
effort to protect biodiversity in 
line with Cambodia’s response 
to climate change.

“The international expert 
working group and the NCSD’s 
Department of Biodiversity 
have been collecting wildlife 
species from Phnom Kulen and 
other areas for further recording 
and identification,” she said, re-
ferring to the National Council 
for Sustainable Development.

NCSD Department of Green 

Economy director Taing Meng 
Eang explained that the initia-
tive to install the solar power 
system for the environment 
ministry was implemented with 
financial and technical support 
from the UNDP, the government 
and development partners.

“This solar power plant can 
produce around 150kWh per 
day and will provide electricity 
every day for equipment at the 
station including air conditioners 
and water pumps,” he said.

National
5THE PHNOM PENH POST  JANUARy  29, 2021  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

Heritage protection
for Luong cave and 
Totong-Touch sites
Niem Chheng

THE government on January 
22 issued sub-decrees to es-
tablish two natural heritage 
sites in the eastern portion 
of Kampot province, in a bid 
to protect their ecosystems, 
the beauty of their natural 
landscapes and other natural 
values.

Released to the media on 
January 26, the sub-decrees 
designate 83.44ha across 
Dang Tong and Banteay Meas 
districts as “Phnom Totong-
Phnom Touch Natural Heri-
tage Area” and 25ha in Ban-
teay Meas’ Touk Meas Khang 
Lech commune as “Phnom 
Preah Kuhear Luong”, or “Lu-
ong cave” for short.

The two edicts stress the 
significance of the “natural 
heritage site” designation, 
which serves to safeguard 
ecosystems for the benefit of 
current and future genera-
tions, as well as to restrict ac-
cess to biodiversity and natu-
ral and cultural resources.

The two sites were given the 
recognition to promote the 
participation of local com-
munities and the general 
public in the management, 
protection and conservation 
of biodiversity, natural re-
sources and cultural heritage 
in the area.

The status will “protect the 

beauty, natural landscape and 
natural value of these areas to 
serve for entertainment, sight-
seeing, education, scientific 
research and belief purposes, 
provided that they do not pose 
a threat to the natural environ-
ment and local cultures”, said 
one of the sub-decrees.

The Ministry of Environment 
has the authority to organise 
and manage these two natural 
heritage sites in collaboration 
with relevant ministries, in-
stitutions, Kampot provincial 
administration, and the Armed 
Forces to ensure environmen-
tal protection, biodiversity 
conservation and the sustain-
able use of natural resources in 
accordance with the valid pro-
visions of the law.

The two natural heritage sites 
are the first protected areas to 
be established this year, noted 
Ministry spokesman Neth 
Pheaktra, adding that the gov-
ernment designated nine such 
sites last year – all in Battam-
bang and Banteay Meanchey 
provinces.

“Tallying up these two, our to-
tal number of natural protected 
areas comes in at 70, covering 
a total land area of more than 
seven million hectares,” he 
said.

Research centre adds solar 
power station in Siem Reap

www.phnompenhpost.com
check the post website 
for breaking news

environment minister say sam al (front) inspects solar panels in siem reap. Ministry of environMent

B’bang town pitched as 
model for waste recycling
Khouth Sophak Chakrya

BATTAMBANG town has been 
recognised as a model in terms 
of municipal waste manage-
ment for its achievement in recy-
cling waste into compost and 
plastic waste into other materials 
for use, according to the UN Devel-
opment Programme (UNDP).

In a report published earlier 
this month, the UNDP said 
that previously, Battambang 
town faced challenges in waste 
management just like others 
across the country.  

However, thanks to many 
years of efforts and coopera-
tion with national and inter-
national organisations, the 
private sector and other rele-
vant parties, Battambang is 
now recognised as a model 
town for having clean air and 
recycling almost all waste into 
compost and other materials.

Thanks to fruitful efforts, 
UNDP and the National Com-
mittee for Sub-National Dem-
ocratic Development Cambo-
dia (NCDD) in cooperation 
with the Swedish embassy in 
Cambodia had jointly arranged 
an exchange visit to recycling 
facilities in the town. 

Many officials took part in a 
recent visit to acquire new 
knowledge on municipal waste 
management, and regulatory 
and recycling solutions that 
can contribute to the King-
dom’s economic growth.

Deputy head of Kep provin-
cial administration Se Muth, 
who was also present during the 
visit, told The Post that he was 
more interested in the work of 
managing and recycling plastic 
waste into other materials than 
producing compost from it. 

“Kep province is a coastal 
area, [so] we need to manually 
recycle plastic waste into oth-
er objects to reduce litter with 
plastic waste. The Battambang 
town administration has effec-
tive solutions to the waste cri-
ses. The town is a model not 
only for Kep but also for all 
towns in Cambodia,” he said.

Battambang provincial gover-
nor Moul Thun told The Post that 
waste management is a daunting 
task if relevant parties do not par-
ticipate, especially the locals. 

“We are very proud when 
there are assessments by the 
UNDP, NCDD and [diplomat-
ic] representatives, Battam-
bang town is a model in terms 

of waste management and 
recycling and [known for] 
clean air,” he said.

Thun said the provincial and 
town authorities will introduce 
measures for waste management 
and recycling, and social work.

Battambang Provincial 
Administration has prepared an 
additional dump ground on 
20ha in Banan district’s Ta Kream 
commune to mitigate social and 
environmental impacts. 

The present dump ground 
spans 8ha in Battambang 
town’s Slaket commune. It is 
now a place for producing 
waste into compost and recy-
cling objects such as glasses, 
bottles, tents and hoses. 

COMPED vice director and 
compost project manager Sam 
Phalla said that currently, Bat-
tambang town produces 
between 180 tonnes and 240 
tonnes of solid waste a day, 
which are disposed of at the 
old dump ground. 

In cooperation with provin-
cial authorities and Cintri 
(Cambodia) Co Ltd waste col-
lection company, his organisa-
tion had collected between five 
and seven tonnes of waste to 
be recycled into compost.
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Business
Trading informaTion on Cambodia SeCuriTieS exChange

Auction Trading Method (ATM)

no SToCk CloSing PriCe oPening PriCe high low

1 ABC 16,840 16,860 16,900 16,800

2 GTI 3,210 3,210 3,210 3,210

3 PAS 13,940 14,000 14,000 13,500

4 PEPC 2,950 2,950 2,950 2,950

5 PPAP 11,680 11,680 11,760 11,600

6 PPSP 1,520 1,500 1,530 1,480

7 PWSA 6,100 6,100 6,100 6,100

Date: January 28, 2021

Storefront solution goes live
Thou Vireak

K
uaLa Lumpur-
based apigate Sdn 
Bhd has successfully 
rolled out its Store-

front solution with Cambo-
dia’s leading mobile telecom-
munications operator Smart 
axiata Co Ltd, apigate said in 
a press release on january 27.

a member of Malaysian 
multinational telecommuni-
cations conglomerate axiata 
Group Bhd, apigate adver-
tises itself as a “leading global 
monetisation and customer 
growth solution provider”.

With Storefront, Smart axi-
ata subscribers will be able 
to use their balances to pur-
chase a range of online gam-
ing titles at the Smart Game 
Voucher Market, it said.

Smart axiata senior value-
added service product spe-
cialist Chum Prathna said in 
the release: “The Storefront 
solution was adopted by 
Smart [axiata] after exten-
sive research with our sub-
scribers who were looking 
for a simplified paying meth-
od and a seamless purchase 
experience.

“Smart Game Voucher Mar-
ket is a convenient channel 
now for subscribers to make 
a purchase of their favourite 
online games.”

Storefront is completely de-
veloped in-house, where api-
gate said it allows mobile op-
erators to bundle airtime credit 
with content offerings. This new 
feature offers a new monetisa-
tion option to Smart axiata.

apigate sales and business 
development director raja 

Mansukhani voiced eager-
ness to work with Smart axi-
ata on the new project.

The release quoted him as 
saying: “apigate’s Storefront 
solution enables Telco op-
erators the opportunity to en-
hance its product value propo-
sition, offer a better and more 
convenient customer experi-
ence while catering to the ever 
increasing demand for digital 
content consumption. 

“The Storefront offers a best 
in class monetisation and 
customer growth solution in 
the market.”

apigate added: “We have in-
depth understanding of the 
digital content and services’ 

landscape with a single point 
of integration and operations, 
thus making us the trusted one-
stop partner for digital busi-
nesses from around the world.

“We have enabled over 100 
digital partners – globally rec-
ognised entertainment and 
gaming OTTs [over-the-top 
media services], app stores 
and others – connecting them 
with over one billion consum-
ers across the globe through 
mobile operators, e-wallet 
providers, e-market places 
and many more.

“Our stable and secure plat-
form provides a seamless and 
frictionless user experience 
with a swift Go to Market for a 

multi country roll out.”
Smart axiata contributed 

$459 million to Cambodia’s 
national economy in 2019, 
accounting 1.7 per cent gross 
domestic product of (GDP), 
according to its 2019 sustain-
ability report.

The company supported 
nearly 50,000 jobs directly 
and indirectly across its value 
chain and paid $94 million in 
taxes, levies and regulatory 
fees, with its tax payments 
alone representing 2.1 per 
cent of the total national tax 
income, it said in its report.

It posted a net profit of $67.6 
million in 2018, a slight drop 
from $68.1 million in 2017.

‘Long past time for 
regulators to do jobs’

Century 21, Bred Bank Cambodia team up
May Kunmakara 

uS-franChISeD real estate 
company Century 21 Cambo-
dia on january 28 appointed 
BreD Bank (Cambodia) Plc as 
its finance partner for proper-
ties that are exclusively pro-
moted by its Century 21 Cam-
bodia network.

a memorandum of under-
standing (Mou) was signed to 
this effect by Century 21 Cam-
bodia chief operation officer 
Seraj Sutton and BreD Bank 
Cambodia CeO Guillaume 
Perdon.

BreD Bank Cambodia is 
part of french global financial 
group BreD Banque Populaire 
and became the first european 
bank to operate in the King-
dom in 2017.

Sutton said: “I believe this 
collaboration will play a strong 
role in creating better oppor-
tunities for customers and 
investors while enabling more 
Cambodian people to buy 
their dream properties.

“Our customers won’t just 
enjoy their new home owner-
ship, they’ll also benefit from 
the competitive and flexible 

financing provided by BreD 
Bank Cambodia.”

Century 21 Cambodia is the 
exclusive sales agent for devel-
opment projects in the King-
dom such as forest harmony, 
Golf harmony, residence har-
mony, Lagoon harmony and 
Living harmony.

In October, developer forest 
harmony Co Ltd announced 
the soft launch of Golf har-
mony as a second phase of its 
forest harmony project in 
Prey Thnang commune of 
Kampot province’s Teuk Chhou 
district some 18km northeast 

of Kampot town.
BreD Bank Cambodia’s Per-

don echoed Sutton’s sentiments: 
“We’re delighted to have reached 
this understanding with Cen-
tury 21 Cambodia. BreD Bank 
Cambodia has made a strong 
commitment to support the 
Cambodian property market.

“not only do we offer the 
highest international bank-
ing standards, we’re confi-
dent that our home loans 
represent the best value in the 
Kingdom. We look forward to 
a long and exciting partner-
ship with Century 21.”

Apigate and Smart Axiata roll out a Storefront solution that allows subscribers to the latter to use their balances 
to purchase a range of online game titles at the Smart Game Voucher Markety. SUPPLIED

The struggling US video game retail chain GameStop has been targeted by 
short sellers but a countermovement by a group of amateur investors 
has driven its shares higher. AFP

USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,076 1.2870 6.4718 104.30 4.0455 1.3324 30.04 0.7603 1.2109 1.3643

Continued from page 1

cent on Monday, january 25, 
another 115 per cent on janu-
ary 26 and had leapt 135 per 
cent on january 27. That fol-
lowed a stunning 50 per cent 
jump on friday, january 22.

Short sellers, while reviled by 
some market players, are none-
theless seen as playing an 
important role in the markets 
by providing liquidity and driv-
ing down overpriced shares. 

But at least one GameStop 
short seller said he walked away 
from the stock after what he 
claimed was harassment and 
threats by an “angry mob”.

The extreme volatility has 
raised concerns about manipu-
lation, which could lead to an 
investigation by stock market 
regulators, and has even drawn 
attention from the White house.

White house spokeswoman 
jen Psaki said: “Our economic 
team including Secretary [of the 
Treasury janet] yellen and others 
are monitoring the situation.

“It’s a good reminder, though, 
that the stock market isn’t the 
only measure of the health of 
our economy.”

Late on january 27, the uS 
Securities and exchange Com-
mission (SeC) said it was mon-
itoring the activity.

an SeC statement said: “We 
are aware of and actively mon-
itoring the ongoing market 
volatility in the options and 
equities markets and . . . we are 
working with our fellow regu-
lators to assess the situation 
and review the activities of 
regulated entities, financial 
intermediaries and other mar-
ket participants.”

jacob frenkel, a former 

enforcement lawyer with the 
SeC, said the situation war-
rants regulatory review.

One option would be “a trad-
ing pause for 10 days to ensure 
that all investors would have 
access to accurate and timely 
information”, frenkel said.

Senator elizabeth Warren 
also called for scrutiny. She 
said in a statement: “for years, 
the same hedge funds, private 
equity firms, and wealthy 
investors dismayed by the 
GameStop trades have treated 
the stock market like their own 
personal casino while every-
one else pays the price.

“It’s long past time for the SeC 
and other financial regulators 
to wake up and do their jobs.”

The GameStop drama is far 
from over. and there are signs the 
movement may be spreading to 
other shares hit by short sellers.

Tesla founder elon Musk – 
who has waged his own battle 
with short sellers before seeing 
spectacular gains for the elec-
tric carmaker – appeared to 
encourage the movement by 
tweeting a link to the reddit 
forum along with the cryptic 
comment “Gamestonk!!”

Billionaire Chamath Pali-
hapitiya fuelled buying this 
week by buying options, but 
later told CnBC he had closed 
out his positions.

he told the financial news 
channel: “I’d encourage any-
one who is dismissive of this 
to go into WallStreetBets and 
read the forum.”

aMC entertainment hold-
ings shares jumped 300 per 
cent on january 27 and Black-
Berry was up some 33 per cent 
with apparent support from 
the rebel trading group. AFP
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joint venture gets rubbish duty in north PP
Thou Vireak

S
InGaPOrE-baSEd 800 Super 
Waste Management Pte Ltd, 
in cooperation with local firm 
Global action for Environment 

awareness Plc (GaEa), have expanded 
into Cambodia’s solid waste manage-
ment sector, the companies said in a 
january 27 joint media release.

They said 800 Super and its joint 
venture partner in Cambodia, GaEa, 
were awarded a contract for waste 
collection and transportation in one 
of the capital’s three rubbish collec-
tion zones.

The joint venture was selected 
from over 20 bidders who partici-
pated in the tender that the Phnom 
Penh Municipal administration held 
in March, according to the release.

It said that under the 10-year 
contract, the joint venture will be 
responsible for the collection and 
transportation of solid waste from 
five sub-zones in Zone 1 to a trans-
fer station, and ultimately to the re-
gional landfill for the capital and its 
surrounding provinces.

It listed the five sub-zones as 
russey Keo, Sen Sok, Chroy Chang-
var, Prek Pnov and Tuol Kork – each 
corresponding to one of the capital’s 
14 districts.

“The estimated waste quantity 
is around 1,040 tonnes per day in 
2020 and is projected to increase to 
around 2,700 tonnes per day by 2030 
as the city grows.

“800 Super is one of the three li-
censed public waste collectors in 
Singapore appointed by Singapore’s 
national Environment agency 
(nEa), while GaEa is a Cambodia-
based waste collection company 

operating in Siem reap, Kampong 
Thom, banteay Meanchey and Kam-
pot provinces,” the release added.

800 Super CEO William Lee ex-
pressed his keenness to work with 
the municipal administration to 
“bring in our collective experience 
and expertise” and “enhance Phnom 
Penh’s cleanliness and liveability”.

He said: “We are delighted to 
be awarded the contract and are 

pleased to have GaEa as our partner 
in this journey. We also thank Enter-
prise Singapore, national Environ-
ment agency and Infrastructure 
asia for their support in our growth 
and regionalisation journey.

“We will also continue to explore 
new opportunities in Cambodia, a 
very important market in our growth 
strategy.”

nEa deputy CEO for planning, cor-

porate and technology ng Chun Pin 
said: “This contract is a significant 
milestone for Singapore’s Environ-
mental Services [ES] sector, and a 
strong affirmation of the close col-
laborations between agencies to help 
our ES companies internationalise. 

“It is also a nod to the capabilities 
and gumption of our homegrown ES 
companies, such as 800 Super, who are 
able to bring value not only through 

their expertise and experience, but 
also the integration of technology 
and innovation to make their services 
more productive and efficient.

“We hope this success will spur more 
ES companies on, and to consider 
venturing abroad, thereby generating 
more job opportunities for Singapor-
eans, both locally and overseas.”

Eunice Koh, assistant CEO of 
Enterprise Singapore, a statutory 
board under Singapore’s Ministry of 
Trade and Industry, said: “despite 
uncertain times, Singapore compa-
nies that have invested in technol-
ogy continue to forge partnerships 
overseas and press on with their in-
ternationalisation plans. 

“It is also heartening to know that 
800 Super, a Singapore company, 
will be contributing to Phnom Penh 
City’s public health agenda, a top-
of-mind issue for both the govern-
ment and citizens in current times.”

Infrastructure asia executive direc-
tor Seth Tan said: “With increasing ur-
banisation, waste management is an 
issue that many cities in the region, 
including Phnom Penh, are facing.”

“We are glad to know that the royal 
Government of Cambodia is taking ac-
tive steps to optimise its waste sector 
to support Phnom Penh’s continuing 
growth. This is also an area to which 
Singapore-based players such as 800 
Super are well-placed to contribute 
given their experience and expertise 
in municipal waste management.”

The city-state’s Infrastructure 
asia describes itself as “an initia-
tive by Enterprise Singapore and 
the Monetary authority of Singa-
pore that supports asia’s economic 
and social growth through infra-
structure development”.

The joint venture will be responsible for the collection and transportation of solid waste from Phnom Penh’s Russey Keo, Sen Sok, 
Chroy Changvar, Prek Pnov and Tuol Kork districts. hENG ChIVOAN
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cambodia’s export-import challenged by 

staggering ocean freight rates
Global surge in container shipping rates are pressing shippers who have had to absorb 25 to 
30 per cent of costs at a time when every penny matters 

Sangeetha Amarthalingam
 

‘c
razy world,” 
Song Saran, pres-
ident of cambo-
dia rice Federa-

tion (crF), exclaimed in the 
company of industry players 
on the sharp uptick of ocean 
freight rates.

the rates, which have been 
rising since the second half of 
2020, are now five to 10 times 
more than a year ago, result-
ing in a 30 to 35 per cent addi-
tional cost on import-export 
trade in cambodia.

it has pushed up rice and 
other food produce invento-
ries bound for export, as well 
as production cost because of 
expensive raw material im-
ports.

What used to be two-thirds 
lower, ocean freight rates in 
cambodia now range be-
tween $4,500 and $5,000 
for 20-foot containers and 
$10,000 and $12,000 for 40-
foot containers.

the surge is widely attribut-
ed to a dichotomy of reduced 
vessels and containers due to 
plunging declines in overall 
retail demand in the West, 
and robust exports off china. 
ocean freight rates are dictat-
ed by supply and demand, so 
it is not subjected to controls 
by any jurisdiction.

Due to antitrust immunity 
in the eu and uS, allegations 
of collusion among shipping 
lines and profiteering have 
cropped up. Shippers and  
business communities are 
convinced that ocean trans-
port consortiums are monop-
olising the situation.

“the rates that are being 
imposed on the industry are 
unprecedented,” opined Gary 
Wilcox, ceo of uK-based 
specialists logistics firm jaG 
uFS international ltd, who 

has been in the industry for 
over 37 years.

He said the shipping lines 
are justifying the surge due to 
the lack of equipment at ori-
gin station in the Far east and 
South east asia.

“they are stating that this 
is down to empties [contain-
ers] not being returned quick 
enough at destination and 
the large majority of empty 
equipment sitting in europe, 
uK and the uS.

“all of which i totally under-
stand, but what i find hard [to 
comprehend] is the fact that 
the rates have increased over 
500 per cent [since last octo-

ber]. i cannot find any other 
explanation [apart from] the 
shipping lines profiteering,” 
he told the post via email.

Rising rice stock
Back home, Saran said they 

are struggling to find contain-
er space for their rice ship-
ment. the increasing freight 
rates and lack of available 
space to ship rice affected ex-
ports last December and this 
month.

it is anticipated to get worse. 
in a letter addressed to the 
Ministry of agriculture, For-
estry and Fisheries sighted by 
The Post last week, crF said 

due to covid-19 and ocean 
freight fares up five times, it 
expects a 30 per cent drop in 
export from january to May 
this year.

the current predicament 
opens up another complex 
issue for the sector involving 
the quality of export rice us-
ing cambodian logo.

it is understood that the 
shipment conundrum and the 
pandemic will inadvertently 
bump up informal paddy rice 
exports as producers sell off 
the produce to resolve cash 
flow problems.

last year, out of 10.9 mil-
lion tonnes of rice produced, 
up 11 per cent year-on-year, 
nearly three million tonnes of 
paddy rice, otherwise known 
as unmilled rice, found its 
way to Vietnam.

official data revealed that 
690,800 tonnes of milled rice 
was exported to 60 countries for 
a total value of $539 million.

china absorbed 290,000 
tonnes or 42 per cent of the 
export, followed by 24 coun-
tries in the eu (30 per cent) 
and six asian nations (12.6 
per cent).

the remaining 16 per cent 
was shipped to 29 countries, 
MaFF said.

Declining to elaborate, 
Saran instead said: “Surely, 
when you have paddy in stock 
and export is stressed, paddy 
will flow to Vietnam to relieve 
some cash flow issues.”

the letter, which has not 
been delivered, requested the 

ministry to set up a mecha-
nism similar to the manage-
ment of milled rice to ensure 
fair competition.

in the meantime, the stress 
is widespread in both export 
and import-based sectors, 
even more so because over 65 
per cent of shipments out of 
cambodia is via sea.

comparatively, air freight is 
the most expensive and has 
grown 10-fold in the past few 
months while rail transport 
costs three times more.

all this has made freight 
forwarding more challenging, 
said Sin chanthy, president of 
cambodia Freight Forward-
ers association (cFFa), whose 
sector has a lot to lose.

commonly, forwarders ex-
tend credit to customers for 
30 to 45 days, at times longer 
depending on circumstances 
whereas airline companies 
and shipping lines only ac-
cord one-week credit terms.

“With the situation now, re-
payments by customers are 
slow while shipping lines are 
pushing for faster payback,” 
he said.

in some developing mar-
kets, shipping lines have al-
legedly revoked credit terms 
to forwarders. along with the 
freight rates, some shippers 
have resorted to cancelling or 
delaying shipments.

the same scenario unfolds 
here, and together with fees 
like container imbalance 
charges (cic) due to empty 
containers in the uS and 

europe, upfront costs have 
surged.

“it is very difficult [for us] and 
we have no choice [but to ac-
cept the situation].How can we 
drop the price? it depends on 
the shipping lines,” he said.

logistics specialist Wilcox 
said the rates would impact 
everyone in the supply chain 
all the way through to the end 
customer.

as a result, ocean freight 
bookings have dropped as 
shippers are advised to either 
wait for rates to dip or find 
local manufacturers of the 
same product.

“previously, european and 
uK manufacturers have been 
too expensive in comparison 
to importing the goods from 
asia [but] this is now driving 
local [uK] companies to look 
closer to home for a solution 
and product,” he said.

‘Buyers pay sea freight’
packaged snacks manufac-

turer ly ly Food industry co 
ltd, who counts pepsico aus-
tralia Holdings pty ltd as one 
of her customers, said her 
company has experienced 
delayed shipment in the past 
month as some countries 
blocked imports.

“this is a problem because 
higher inventory takes up 
more storage and longer de-
lays can affect the shelf life of 
the product,” said ceo Keo 
Mom, whose phnom penh 
factory makes rice crackers 
and dehydrated fruit and veg-
etable chips.

increased freight rates have 
pushed up the cost of raw 
material imports from china, 
thailand and Vietnam by five 
per cent, forcing her to revise 
the cost of her overseas prod-
ucts upwards.

the products priced 10 per 
cent more are exported to 13 
countries including the uS 
and South Korea.

the garment, textile and 
footwear (GtF) sector also 
recorded an uptick in cost 
of production due to higher 
import costs, Garment Man-
ufacturers association in 
cambodia (GMac) secretary-
general Ken loo confirmed, 
although he did not supply 
an estimate.

Having said that, exports 
from this sector, which enjoy 
tariff-free preference in the 
eu and uS, is not hugely af-
fected by the ocean freight 
rates as it is shipped free-on-
board (FoB).

“We don’t pay for the sea 
freight. our buyers are respon-
sible for paying the freight,” 
loo said, agreeing that global 
container shortage and the re-
sulting freight charges would 
have an impact on the gar-

Rice inventories are at risk of expanding if exports are pressured by high ocean freight rates. henG chivoan

Import export trade is challenged by high freight rates and a myriad of other costs. supplied
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ment industry.

“[But] we also need to un-
derstand that this is a global 
issue and not peculiar to 
cambodia,” he asserted.

‘Instigating void sailings’
cambodia’s total export fig-

ures stayed buoyed last year, 
up 12.7 per cent year-on-year 
at $14.5 billion although over-
all trade slipped to $32 billion 
from $36 billion in 2019.

imports climbed 18.6 per 
cent to $22.2 billion in 2020.

cambodia’s trade growth-
somewhat mimicked region-
al economic growth coming 
off the pandemic as govern-
ments worked to contain the 
spread.

a consensus among analysts 
is that china, the only major 
economy that expanded 2.3 
per cent in 2020, is likely to 
lead global recovery as most 
of europe and the uS remain 
battered by the virus.

For instance, china’s pur-
chasing managers index be-
gan trending above 50 from 
july onwards last year, mark-
ing an improvement as facto-
ries charged up amid a con-
trol over the contagion

this prompted a robust 
kick-off in exports and im-
ports, ending the year 1.5 per 
cent and 3.6 per cent stronger 
than 2019, respectively.

this gave rise to a trade sur-
plus that widened to about 
$535 billion in 2020 from 
$421.1 billion a year ago, said 
Singapore-based uoB Group 
economist Ho Woei chen in a 
note on january 14 this year.

She expects recovery to con-
tinue in 2021 with both china’s 
export and import expected to 
rise five to eight per cent.

Definitely a soothing pros-
pect because a win for china 
means a win for a myriad of 
developing nations that de-
pend on its trade and invest-
ments.

But, ultimately what this 
means is that ocean freight 
rates are not likely to moder-
ate any time soon.

While acknowledging the 
big role chinese manufactur-
ing played in demand, Wilcox 
alleged that shipping lines 
caused a demand by “insti-
gating void sailings”.

“[it was then followed by] 
not having enough capacity 
to cover demand on the en-
suing sailing,” he said.

this, he charged, has re-
sulted in badly affected trade 
where many companies have 
decided that it is no longer vi-
able to either ship oreven re-
main open as a business.

it is happening predomi-
nantly in the West but will 
surely have an impact on the 
asian market when western 
companies stop purchasing 
from asian suppliers.

“i think what is being for-
gotten is that ocean freight is 
[mainly] a transport method 
used for the lower value, bulky 
goods where other modes 
would not be cost effective.

“the impact on suppliers, 
buyers and end consumers 
will be like a domino effect. 
each affecting the market-
place and the cost of living 
will go up in many countries 
or force companies out of 
business,” Wilcox said.

No way to stop surge
interestingly, the phenom-

enal rates are not reflected by 
the Shanghai containerised 
Freight index and the china 
Forwarders Freight index.

While they do indicate a 
bump since 2019, the indexes, 
whichtrack spot rates on ex-
port sea freight market,show 
slightly subdued rates.

economist Dr chheng 

Kimlong puts this down to 
misreporting by officials in 
charge.“the main reason is 
due to the hidden or unre-
ported charges involved.”

He felt thatdeveloping coun-
tries lack data management 
and control or are ineffectivein 
that they do not have a proper 
system in place to ensure ac-
curacy and quality.

owing to that, data is frag-
mented or uncoordinated, 
causing discrepancy and in-
accuracy.

“that is why the mirror data 
is normally not consistent,” 
said chheng, who is also vice 
president of independent think 
tank asian Vision institute.

But efforts are being made 
by china to introduce some 
measures to raise shipping 
capacity and stabilise freights, 
according to a chinese minis-
try official who was quoted by 
lloyd’s list, a london-based 
shipping news portal, two 
weeks ago.

although, similar attempts 
made by the government last 
September ended abruptly in 
the face of the pandemic, the 
portal wrote.

in the meantime, cFFa’s 
chanthythinks there is no 
way of stopping the surge in 
freight rates.

“We can’t, because of the 

situation in europe and uS 
[where] products are [im-
ported] from china. the con-
tainers [are] empty in uS and 
europe, so ocean freight is 
stuck there. that is why the 
shipping lines increased their 
rates,” he lamented.

to make matters worse, 
terminal handling charges 
(tHc) as well as cic at Siha-
noukville autonomous port 
and phnom penh autono-
mous port, though revised 
slightly lower two years ago, 
remain at the top-end.

the tHc of $180 to $220 for 
20-foot containers and $220 
to $240 for 40-foot contain-
ers, and the cic fee is from 
$180 to $240, are apparently 
higher than Vietnam and 
thailand.

that said, what bothers 
chanthyand crF’s Saran now 
is the ocean freight rates.

“yes, tHc is going up . . . 
but the pandemic has [put a 
pause] on further discussion 
[with the government]. now 
it is not just about tHc. it is 
ocean freight rates. it is all up, 
hugely up. So, it is more than 
tHc now,” Saran countered.

Likely to ease in March?
over at Ministry of 

commerce,undersecretary 
of state penn Sovicheat con-

fessed he did not have con-
crete evidence of ocean freight 
rates being times more.

However, heunderstood 
that the interruption to lo-
gistic trade due to covid-19 
contributed to an increase in 
internal and external rates.

yet, the government does 
not expect the situation to 
worsen in cambodia.

“We respond to this kind of 
situation by trying to mitigate 
internal costs by streamlining 
certain procedures to facili-
tate trade or export and intro-
duce relief measures to sup-
port industries,” Sovicheat 
told The Post.

“For me, i am still optimistic. 
i feel that the rising freight cost 
is temporary [and] will need to 
be [addressed] with temporary 
measures,” he said.

When asked what the gov-
ernment could do to lower 
tHc and cic, Sovicheat ex-
plained that both the state-
owned ports are trying their 
best to cut costs in response 
to covid-19.

However, as both ports are 
autonomous and public-list-
ed, decisions have to be made 
carefully and gradually with 
shareholders’ consideration, 
he said.

Going forward, GMac’s loo 
thinks that as ocean freight is 

a global issue, it affects every-
one.

“customers have to bear 
such increased costs regard-
less of where they choose to 
purchase from, so i don’t think 
this [rates] alone will hinder 
exports,” he said, when asked 
if garment exports would be 
impacted.

Discussions in logistic 
groups reveal that the situa-
tion is likely to let up in March 
on the heels of the chinese 
new year celebration in Feb-
ruary.

But despite mild certainty, 
the overarching frustration 
remains.

“i was asked by someone – 
isn’t this just good business 
sense to increase margins 
and profitability of an indus-
try that has struggled?

“My response was that ev-
ery businessperson should 
have a moral compass, which 
i believe is missing from the 
market at the moment.

“i totally understand that 
everyone in business is there 
to make money, make a liv-
ing, but how long can this go 
on and will people see that the 
level of increases are damag-
ing, if not crippling businesses 
and peoples livelihoods? When 
does that moral compass kick 
in?” Wilcox asked.

Source: General Department of Customs and Excise 
(Economic and Monetary Statistics September 2020 - 
National Bank of Cambodia) 

source: macrobond, uob Global economics & market research

source: cambodia rice federation
mt - metric tonne



offering a seamless 
experience, WingMall 
has become the 
latest player in the 

virtual shopping segment in 
the Kingdom. 

online shopping is becom-
ing a bustling business, 
and with virtual buying on 
the rise – driven largely by 
young consumers increas-
ingly moving into the digital 
space – e-commerce is set to 
be another sunrise industry 
in Cambodia.

“online shopping is 
an emerging trend in the 
Kingdom. We believe that 
WingMall has the opportunity 
to benefit each Cambodian 
because they will endure less 
stress during the shopping 
experience. 

“And by eliminating the 
need to travel, customers can 
enjoy more time with families 
and at work. 

“our customers will not 
even need to visit physical 
retailers or use cash – with 
just a few taps, the product 
will be instantly delivered  
to their doorstep,” said 
WingMall chief business 
officer Saksham Shubham.

Cambodia is fertile ground 
for e-commerce players, with 
the sector being propelled by 
a sizeable young and tech-
savvy population, the high 
proliferation of smartphones, 
affordable data, the continued 
entry of reputable brands and 
the ongoing effects of the 
Covid-19 pandemic. 

Since the trial launch of 
WingMall last october, more 
than 1,000 merchants – 
covering a range of consumer 
items from food, drinks and 
groceries, to electronics, toys 
and beauty products – have 
joined WingMall.

And, to support its virtual 
market, some 500 delivery 
personnel, both male and 
female, strive to ensure 
orders are processed and 
delivered efficiently across 
the capital.

“our goal with the platform 
is to empower smaller 
merchants and help them 
reach new customers, which is 
particularly important during 
the Covid-19 pandemic. 

WingMall has been added 
to the Wing Money App’s 
suite of third-party products 
to help Cambodians make 
purchases safely amid the 
coronavirus outbreak. 

it is open to all Wing users 
and merchants across Phnom 
Penh for free, and plans are 
in the pipeline to roll out the 
e-commerce platform to other 
provinces this year.

“We charge our partner 
merchants a simple and 
reasonable rate, and in turn 
allows them to access the 
millions of users of the Wing 
Money App,” said Saksham.

Purchases and payments 
are simple – consumers place 
an order by opening the Wing 
Money App, and by tapping 
the “WingMall” option they 
are able to browse dozens 

of listed retailers and make 
purchases. 

Customers are able to track 
their orders and confirm 
the delivery of their goods 
on their smartphones, and 
make payments securely and 
quickly via the Wing Money 
App. 

To coincide with 
WingMall’s official launch in 
Phnom Penh – and to help its 
merchant partners revitalise 
their businesses during this 
difficult period – customers 
will enjoy free delivery on 
WingMall on all orders. 

There are also exciting 
further offerings for buyers, 
with Wing app users able to 
earn WingPoints – the points-

based reward programme 
offered by Wing – by making 
purchases using WingMall.  

As an added benefit, 
loyal WingPoints collectors 
will be able to accrue on 
their purchases as usual and 
then redeem them with all 
WingMall merchants. 

And loyal Wing customers 
who earn more than 500 
points each week through the 
WingMall will be eligible to 
enter a lucky draw and get the 
opportunity to take home an 
iPhone 12 Pro. 

Those who collect 5,000 
WingPoints a month will  
have the chance to win a 
brand new Honda Zoomer X 
scooter.  

Some  500 delivery personnel, both male and female,  are steering the newly launched WingMall service. supplied 

More than 1,000 merchants have joined WingMall, which was trial launched in October. supplied 

Wing’s entry will further fuel online shopping in the Kingdom.  supplied 

WingMall chief business officer Saksham Shubham. supplied 

WingMall enters e-commerce race, 
offering buyers seamless shopping

 www.phnompenhpost.com/post-focus
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P
resident Joe Biden on Jan-
uary 27 vowed the Us would 
lead the world’s charge to 
confront the “existential 

threat” of the climate crisis, as he 
signed a raft of new orders and an-
nounced a global summit in April.

the measures included placing a 
hold on new oil and gas drilling on 
federal lands and offshore, as the 
leader of the world’s second biggest 
carbon emitter began making good 
on his campaign pledges.

“We’ve already waited too long to 
deal with this climate crisis,” said 
Biden. “We can’t wait any longer. We 
see it with our own eyes, we feel it. 
We know it in our bones.

“i’m signing today an executive 
order to supercharge our adminis-
tration’s ambitious plan to confront 

the existential threat of climate 
change,” he continued, adding: “We 
must lead the global response.”

Biden has appointed former sec-
retary of state John Kerry as his in-
ternational climate envoy and said 
the Us will host a Leaders’ Climate 
summit on April 22, the fifth anni-
versary of the signing ceremony of 
the Paris agreement.

the Us is expected to announce 
drastically increased emission goals at 
the meeting, with the domestic policy 
push required to get there led by envi-
ronmental expert Gina McCarthy.

Kerry earlier said the Us would be 
willing to work with China on cli-
mate negotiations, despite the two 
countries’ disagreements on other 
issues ranging from intellectual 
property theft to south China sea 

tensions.
“those issues will never be traded 

for anything that has to do with cli-
mate, that’s not going to happen. But 
climate is a critical standalone issue 
that we have to deal on,” he said.

environmental groups applauded 
the administration for getting the 
ball rolling on its green promises.

John Morton, former senior direc-
tor for energy and Climate Change 
in Barack Obama’s White House 
who is now at climate advisory firm 
Pollination, said the actions “should 
leave no doubt that climate change 
will be front and centre priority 
throughout this administration.

“today’s announcements herald 
the leadership we desperately need 
to tackle environmental injustice 
and our climate emergency,” added 

earthjustice president Abigail dillen.

‘Millions of jobs’
the headline domestic policy an-

nouncement was the pause on new 
federal drilling contracts, a politi-
cally explosive issue in the election 
campaign, particularly in the state 
of Pennsylvania.

But Biden also made clear there 
would be no ban on fracking, which 
has made the Us the world’s biggest 
producer of natural gas and is seen 
by some as a key transition energy, 
despite its environmental harms.

Other steps include a pledge to 
conserve 30 per cent of all federal 
land and water by 2030, and estab-
lishing climate considerations as an 
essential element of Us foreign poli-
cy and national security. AFP

AMnesty international on January 
28 urged Paris to halt weapons sales 
to Lebanon, saying French-manu-
factured rubber bullets, tear gas gre-
nades and launchers had been used 
to quell peaceful demonstrations.

the group said in a statement: 
“France has for years been sup-
plying Lebanese security forces 
with law enforcement equipment 
that they then used to commit or 
facilitate serious human rights 
violations.”

Aymeric elluin, advocacy officer 
on arms transfers at Amnesty in-
ternational France, said: “We call 
on France to ensure that there are 
no further sales until the Lebanese 
authorities have acknowledged past 
violations.

“Lebanese security forces are op-
erating in a climate of impunity.”

French-manufactured rubber bul-
lets, tear gas grenades and launch-
ers have been used repeatedly since 
the start of an unprecedented anti-

government protest movement 
in October 2019, according to the 
rights group.

they were also used in 2015 to 
disperse protests over a waste man-
agement crisis that saw trash pile up 
across the capital, it added.

Amnesty said its findings were 
based on analysis of more than 100 
videos of protests in Beirut, as well 
testimonies and medical records 
collected by researchers on the 
ground. 

it accused security forces of firing 
tear gas canisters directly at protest-
ers, as well as shooting rubber bul-
lets at chest-level, sometimes from 
close range, between October 2019 
and August last year.

this “excessive use of force” has led 
to serious injuries to the head, eyes 
and upper body, the group said. 

security forces also used French-
made armoured vehicles, it added.

Amnesty called the role of French law 
enforcement equipment in the crack-

down on demonstrations “shameful”.
elluin said: “there has been no 

effective investigation of the unlaw-
ful use of weapons, including those 

made in France, against peaceful 
protesters, and not a single security 
officer has been held to account by 
judicial authorities.” AFP
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WHO: new 
virus variants 
now in at least 
70 countries
neW Covid-19 variants that make 
the virus more contagious and could 
render vaccine and antibody protec-
tion less effective have spread rap-
idly across dozens of countries, the 
World Health Organisation (WHO) 
said on January 27.

in its latest epidemiological up-
date, the Un health agency said the 
more contagious Covid-19 variant 
first spotted in Britain had by Janu-
ary 25 spread to 70 countries across 
all regions of the world.

that variant, known as VOC 
202012/01 or B.1.1.7 and has been 
proven to transmit more easily than 
previous variants of the virus, had 
thus spread to 10 more countries 
over the past week, the WHO said.

British Prime Minister Boris John-
son last week also warned that fresh 
studies had indicated the strain 
could be more deadly, but the WHO 
on January 27 stressed that those 
“results are preliminary, and more 
analyses are required to further cor-
roborate these findings”.

All viruses mutate when they rep-
licate in order to adapt to their envi-
ronment, and scientists have tracked 
multiple mutations of sars-CoV-2, 
the virus that causes Covid-19. 

the vast majority of mutations are 
of little importance, but the WHO 
has urged countries to actively work 
to spot mutations that might sig-
nificantly alter either the virus’ viru-
lence or transmissibility. 

Increased reinfection risk?
that was the case for the 501.V2 

variant first found in south African 
in October.

the WHO on January 27 said vari-
ant had now spread to 31 countries, 
eight more than a week ago.

Like the British variant, it also has 
mutations on its spike protein – the 
part of the virus that latches on to 
human cells and helps it spread 
– making it potentially more infec-
tious than other strains. 

But studies have also indicated 
that this variant “is less susceptible 
to antibody neutralisation”, WHO 
said.

this has raised concerns the vari-
ant poses a heightened risk of rein-
fection, and also could hamper the 
effectiveness of the growing number 
of Covid-19 vaccines.

the WHO said more studies were 
needed, but stressed that observa-
tional studies in south Africa did 
not indicate an increased risk of re-
infection.

the WHO said a third variant of 
the virus, first discovered in Brazil, 
was now in eight countries, up from 
just two a week ago.

that variant, called P1, has raised 
similar concerns it could be more 
contagious or cause more severe 
disease.

the WHO said: “Further stud-
ies are needed to assess if there are 
changes in transmissibility, severity 
or antibody neutralising activity as a 
result of these new variants.”

All variants and strains included, 
WHO said 4.1 million new cases of 
Covid-19 were registered around the 
world over the past week, and some 
96,000 deaths. AFPLebanese security forces deploy ahead of expected demonstrations in Beirut. AFP

US President Joe Biden speaks on climate change, creating jobs, and 
restoring scientific integrity before signing executive orders in the State 
Dining Room of the White House in Washington, DC on Wednesday. AFP



ThAILAND’S Cabinet on Janu-
ary 26 approved 24 public 
holidays for 2021, which will 
include additional days off 
added to the calendar, Minis-
ter of Culture Ittipol Khun-
pluem said.

The extra days off include 
Chinese New Year on February 
12. This is the first time that 
Chinese New Year has been rec-
ognised as a public holiday.

Also included is an addition-
al day off for Songkran on April 
12, July 27 as a substitution for 
Buddhist Lent day on July 25, 
and Prince Mahidol day on 
September 24.

Meanwhile, the substitution 
for King Chulalongkorn Memo-
rial Day has been shifted to 
October 22 from October 25 to 
allow for a long weekend.

The Cabinet also approved 
regional public holidays such 
as May 10 for Bun Bang Fai 
(Rocket Festival) day in the 
Northeast.

The minister said these extra 
holidays will give people a 
chance to spend and help 
boost the subdued economy.

Government deputy spokes-
person Traisuree Taisarana-
kul said these special holidays 
will only be applicable to 
2021. THE NATION (THAILAND)/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

12 THE PHNOM PENH POST  JANuARY  29, 2021  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

ASEAN

Indonesia’s Mount Merapi blows 
top, spewing hot ash 3km away
O

Ne of the world’s most 
active volcanoes, Indo-
nesia’s Mount Merapi, 
erupted on January 27, 

belching out huge clouds of smoke 
and ash that billowed down the 
sides of its rumbling crater.

The volcano, near Indonesia’s 
cultural capital Yogyakarta, shot 
hot ash into the air around three 
dozen times throughout the day.

Some of it travelled as far as 
3km away from its peak, Indone-
sia’s geological agency said.

Authorities told residents to stay 
outside a 5km no-go zone, warn-
ing about possible lava flows.

Fiery red lava has been seen 
flowing down the volcano in re-
cent days, but authorities have 
kept its alert status at the second-
highest level.

Mount Merapi’s last major 
eruption in 2010 killed more than 
300 people, and forced the evacu-
ation of around 280,000 residents 
from surrounding areas.

That was its most powerful 
eruption since 1930, which killed 
around 1,300 people, while an-
other explosion in 1994 took 
about 60 lives.

Indonesia sits on the Pacific 
“Ring of Fire”, a vast zone of geolog-
ical instability where the collision 
of tectonic plates causes frequent 
quakes and major volcanic activity.

The Southeast Asian archipel-
ago nation has nearly 130 active 
volcanoes. AFP

Vietnam education sector 
‘achieves positive results’

Thai Cabinet 
adds public 
holidays for 
2021 in bid to 
up spending

ReMARKABLe results have 
been achieved seven years 
since the implementation of 
Government Resolution No 
29-NQ/TW of the Communist 
Party of Vietnam (CPV) Central 
Committee’s 11th tenure on 
education and training reno-
vation, said Minister of educa-
tion and Training Phung Xuan 
Nha.

he made the statement on 
January 27 at the 13th CPV 
Congress’ discussion regard-
ing draft documents.

Almost all five-year-old chil-
dren received preschool learn-
ing by 2017, Nha said.

universal primary education 

has been achieved in Vietnam.
“The percentage of six-year-

old children enrolled in the 
first grade, which is at 99 per 
cent, ranked second in ASeAN, 
after Singapore,” he said.

“This is a bright spot in our 
country’s educational innova-
tion and appreciated by many 
countries and international 
organisations.”

The Ministry of education 
and Training has implemented 
a new general education pro-
gramme with an international 
approach, he said.

“The new general education 
programme, which was issued 
at the end of 2018, is expected 

to substantially solve the limi-
tations of the current pro-
gramme, focusing on develop-
ing the quality and capacity of 
learners,” the minister said.

Nha said university autono-
my was strengthened, and 
positive changes have been 
seen in the quality of univer-
sity education. however, he 
admitted that there were still 
shortcomings.

The shortage of teachers 
hasn’t been solved in some 
localities, the minister said.

Information technology and 
other facilities for education 
are not synchronised in sev-
eral areas, especially in remote 
and disadvantaged places.

To realise the target of a 
comprehensive renovation of 
education and training in 
2021-2025, he said the educa-
tion ministry would work with 
other ministries and localities 
to carry out solutions includ-
ing reforming state manage-
ment mechanisms and school 
governance.

In addition to paying atten-
tion to improving the quality 
of teachers and managers, it is 
necessary to streamline the 
government payroll while 
ensuring human resources for 
educational establishments, 
he said.

The ministry will hasten 
digitalisation in the sector 
along with reviewing educa-
tional system planning, he 
said. VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS 

NETWORK

People look up at Mount Merapi, Indonesia’s most active volcano, as it spews rocks and ash out for another day in Yogyakarta on Wednesday. AFP

Vietnamese Minister of Education and Training Phung Xuan Nha speaks 
at the 13th National Party Congress. VIETNAM NEWS AGENCY/VIET NAM NEWS



N
EPAL is now immersed in a 
new debate about whether 
she should allow foreign 
direct investment (FDI) in 

agriculture. The country’s farm sector 
faces chronic under-investment, 
under-production and a severe lag in 
mechanisation and modernisation.

For these reasons, Nepal must wel-
come all forms of investment in agri-
culture to lift it from the present state 
of subsistence farming and small-
holding production practices. Nepal 
has been practising subsistence agri-
culture for centuries primarily due to 
land fragmentation, and this condi-
tion persists even till date.

Post-Covid-19, the number of peo-
ple engaged in agriculture is likely to 
increase with migrant labourers 
returning home.

Nepal’s food supply has mostly 
remained import-dependent. Though 
no precise data is available, recent 
estimates suggest that the import of 
agricultural products continues to 
increase, and reached an all-time high 
of more than 250 billion rupees ($2.15 
billion) in the fiscal year 2019-2020.

Among several distinguishing char-
acteristics, the herd mentality is a 
peculiar trait of Nepali farmers. It is 
this mentality that makes them 
choose to produce the same crop 
that yielded a profit in earlier times.

But it becomes a major cause for suf-
fering eventually as every other farmer 
chooses to cultivate the same crop. 
Fruits like kiwi and avocado have 
already reached a stage of market satu-
ration. Hence, FDI might help in iden-
tifying areas of production which have 
never been tested and tried earlier.

The next issue is about the pres-
ence of middlemen who rule the 
roost as they have access to logistics 
such as vehicles for transportation, 
denying farmers an equitable share 
of the prices their produce command 
in the marketplace.

Besides the issue of food security, 
we have other concerns such as the 
edibility status of foodstuffs. Lack of 
knowledge about the proper use of 
pesticides is resulting in a poor edi-
bility status of food, vegetables and 
fruits. Besides, product labelling is 
hardly practised.

Global collaboration
There were several instances of 

milk holidays being declared due to a 
decline in demand for milk with 
resultant heavy losses to dairy farm-
ers. This phenomenon was observed 
in the post-Covid-19 scenario as the 
domestic industry could not market 
and utilise their excess production.

The surplus could be utilised by com-

ing up with different product variants. 
FDI would, therefore, facilitate and 
bring along much-needed technology 
transfer. Should the right linkages be 
developed and kept in place, the FDI 
originating sources would become an 
ideal destination for exports.

Global collaboration through FDI can 
happen in three areas, namely invest-
ment, mechanisation and technology 
transfer. Technology transfer is possible 
in seeds, higher-yielding crops, geneti-
cally modified organisms and so forth.

While technology transfer comes 
with the credibility of supply, the 
domestic market doesn’t yet seem to 
be ready for that. For example, the 
apples produced in Sudurpashchim 
province’s Bajura district fail to reach 
the market on time due to lack of 
agricultural enterprises.

Other hassles are related to logistics 
and connectivity, and large invest-
ment in agriculture can help get rid 
of those twin issues. For attracting 
investment in agriculture, FDI can be 
limited to products that are saleable 
in the investment originating coun-
tries. South Korea investing in 
banana farming in Sudurpashchim’s 
Kailali district is a case in point.

In order to decide whether FDI would 
really benefit Nepal, we need to explore 
markets internationally. To take one 
example, there is a huge demand for 
soybean in China, and Nepal has the 
capacity to produce it. But it lacks the 
knowledge to match production with 
the particular kind of seeds and species 
desired by Chinese consumers.

This precisely is the reason China has 

emerged as the largest importer of soy-
bean from the US. Currently, the culti-
vation of some kinds of fruits like sweet 
oranges (junar) is being done along 
commercial lines, hence the juice mar-
ket can be explored internationally.

Unfortunately, due to the lack of 
processing facilities, most of the 
sweet oranges and oranges produced 
locally are going to waste. Thus, there 
is a huge scope for attracting poten-
tial investors and building a lucrative 
market for investment opportunities 
with the introduction of blockchain 
technology for sweet oranges.

FDI in agriculture can also be 
secured for international collabora-
tion in processing, production and 
storage-related spheres of activity. 
Farmers and those in agriculture can 
learn modern systems of irrigation 
from other countries like Israel, pro-
vided the nation moves towards 
economies of scale.

Another problem which plagues 
Nepali agriculture is non-availability of 
adequate fertilisers during almost every 
planting season. This year, the issue got 
exacerbated as the government relied 
mostly on neighbouring countries.

FDI can be thought of as an attrac-
tive way to get rid of this perennial 
problem. We can also learn that FDI 
has improved the quality, growth, 
technology and expansion of the fer-
tiliser industry in India where invest-
ment up to 100 per cent is allowed 
under the automatic route.

Policy reform
Modernisation, mechanisation and 

monetisation are the three phenomena 
that are woefully missing in our agricul-
ture, which has always been under the 
control of policymakers. Policymakers 
need to revisit the existing policies to 
ensure they don’t outlive their utility 
and continue to stay relevant.

Even if FDI were to be allowed in 
agriculture, it is not as though the 
foreign investment will spread every-
where and crowd out domestic inves-
tors immediately. However, there is 
an immediate need to address the 
concerns of stakeholders.

For instance, farmers need not feel 
apprehensive as the amended For-
eign Investment and Technology 
Transfer Act clearly states that a min-
imum of 75 per cent of the agricul-
tural produce has to be exported. 
This provision has essentially been 
made keeping the interest of domes-
tic farmers in mind.

Once FDI becomes legalised, we 
can expect huge capital inflows in 
potential areas and crops such as 
cannabis. Policies, after all, are not 
expected to remain in force forever. 
To serve the interests of the nation in 
general and Nepali farmers in partic-
ular, policymakers can always amend 
them as and when the need arises.

Hence, there is no need to argue 
against and summarily reject FDI as 
such decisions should be based on 
evidence and ground realities rather 
than hunches. THE KATHMANDU POST/ASIA 
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The writer is an assistant professor at the 
Kathmandu University School of Management, 
Lalitpur

Opinion
Roshee Lamichhane

Nepal should allow FDI in agriculture

Currently, the cultivation of some kinds of fruits like 
sweet oranges (junar) is being done along commercial 
lines, hence the juice market can be explored interna-

tionally. Unfortunately, due to the lack of processing 
facilities, most of the sweet oranges and oranges 

produced locally are going to waste.  THE KATHMANDU POST



Comfort food from a comfy shack
Roth Sochieata

H
AVING started out with 
just a small eatery measur-
ing 4m by 6m in the sleepy 
riverside town of Kam-

pot nearly three years ago, an English 
couple – Luke Macdonald and his wife 
Holly Churchill – have now brought 
Burgershack to Phnom Penh where 
they offer greasily satisfying burgers in 
a fun and entertaining atmosphere.

They founded the original Burg-
ershack in May 2018 in the land of 
salt and pepper. It wasn’t long be-
fore their juicy and meaty burgers 
began to shine in Kampot, a tourism 
hotspot in recent years.

They opened their second location 
because many of their customers 
who would come down to Kampot 
from Phnom Penh had encouraged 
them to expand into the capital city.  

 “We listened to their feedback 
and opened a Burgershack here in 
the city in June 2019. It’s been one 
and a half years now and the results 
are amazing,” Macdonald says. 

The Kampot branch of Burgershack 
was their first time opening a restau-
rant and owning their own businesses 
marks a milestone in the couple’s life 
as both of them have been working in 
the hospitality industry around South-
east Asia for the last half decade.

“We’ve always worked in restau-
rants and bars our whole lives. We’ve 
learned through the years how to 
make a restaurant work and how to 
create a good atmosphere. The key 
to everything is good food, obvious-
ly,” Macdonald says. 

While Burgershack in Kampot has 
minimal decor and a chilled vibe, 
the Phnom Penh location offers a 
fun and vibrant interior with graffiti-
style murals of cartoon characters. 

They mainly serve traditional Cal-
ifornia-style burgers and the decor 
is cheerful and nostalgic. 

They have a lot of games in the shop 
to entertain kids including a TV and 
Nintendo where you can play Mario 
Kart Tournament. There are also LEGO 
blocks on every table and TVs with old 
school cartoons playing. 

“We have a lot of families coming 
in. It’s nice to see them playing with 
their kids because I think parents are 
happy to see their children put down 
their iPhones so they can play LEGOs 
together like they did when they were 

kids. 
“They can watch the cartoons on the 

TV while talking with one another. It’s 
a very nice atmosphere for the family 
and even couples,” Macdonald says.

Locals will find the atmosphere 
whimsical and unique and new cus-
tomers will feel relaxed by the staff’s 
friendly demeanour. 

They’ve been getting a lot of posi-
tive feedback these past 18 months. 
People appreciate that they use fresh 
ingredients, but most of all they love 
that the burgers are extremely deli-
cious with a variety of tasty flavours, 
which Macdonald says they’ve tried 
to adjust to the Khmer palate.

The food looks great and tastes great. 
Their chef in Kampot, who has been 
working with them since the very be-
ginning, comes to Phnom Penh every 
few months to train their staff to en-
sure the burgers are always made and 
served the right way. 

Macdonald is proud of this consis-
tency and the fact that customers who 
have eaten there a year ago can come 
back today and the food will be just as 
good as it was on their first visit. 

“The most memorable comment 
we’ve gotten was this guy who, on 
his way out the door, screamed at 

the top of his lungs ‘best burger in 
Southeast Asia!’ That was a very nice 
compliment. 

“And it’s nice to see the same cus-
tomers coming back two or three times 
a week or month and eating the same 
burgers, that’s really the ultimate sign 
of approval,” Macdonald says.

Burgershack Phnom Penh has 
nine burger options. Six of them are 
meat as one might expect but the 
other three are vegetarian or vegan: 
The Spicy Black Bean Burger along 
with the O’Hail Seitan Burger and 
the Unbelievaburger. 

The latter two of those options use 
patties made from a blend of Shitake 
mushrooms and pea protein.

“We try our best for vegetarians 
and vegans, so they need not worry 
– if they come here we’ve got a few 
options to choose from and they 
aren’t just there as an afterthought, 
they’re all very good. 

“And we can do any style of burger 
veg or vegan just by swapping out 
the patties or holding the cheese be-
cause we make every order fresh. 

“So whether you want no meat or 
no tomatoes or however you want it 
done, no worries, we can take care 
of you,” Macdonald says. 

“We chose nine burgers because 
Luke is a massive fan of [Hollywood 
film director] Quentin Tarantino 
and he has nine movies. Even some 
of the artwork in here is inspired by 
him,” Churchill says.

Three of their most popular burg-
ers are the Double Bacon Cheese-
burger, Spicy Jalapeno Burger and 
the Clucking Good Chicken Burger. 

The Spicy Jalapeno Burger is a 
jumbo-sized beef patty covered in 
Chipotle sauce, jalapenos, guaca-
mole and red chillies.

“We buy all our vegetables from 
a local market and we prefer to buy 
organic. A lot of it comes from Mon-
dulkiri as they often have the best 
quality,” Churchill says.

The most popular order for Khmer 
customers is the Clucking Good 
chicken burger with Kampot black 
pepper, grilled chicken, avocado, 
jalapenos, lettuce, pickles, onion, 
tomatoes and mayonnaise.

“Kampot is very well known for its 
pepper so we made this burger spe-
cifically so patrons can taste how good 
and fresh Kampot pepper is,” she says.

The Double Bacon Cheeseburger 
consists of two patties of prime beef 
topped with a double serving of 

cheese and crispy bacon.
“We try to support the local com-

munity so all of our ingredients are 
locally sourced other than the beef, 
which we import from Australia,” 
Churchill says. 

Burgershack Phnom Penh serves a 
la carte burgers priced from $3.50 to 
$6.00 and combo meals that include a 
drink and fries go from $5.50 to $7.50. 

They also have the traditional burg-
er side-orders like french-fries and 
onion rings a la carte as well as chick-
en wings, all for just a few dollars. 

Burgershack Phnom Penh is open 
seven days a week from 11am to 
1am. You can also order via food de-
livery apps like Nham24, Food Pan-
da, YPP Express and Meal Temple.  

“I know from experience that it’s 
sometimes difficult to get food after 
10pm in the city but if you’re hungry 
later in the evening you can always 
get a burger from Burgershack,” 
Macdonald says. 

Churchill adds: “Every Monday 
evening we have a video game com-
petition. People of any age can enter 
and compete for free. The winner 
can choose either a cash prize or 
they can order whatever they want 
to eat for free.” 

Covid has made the shop a little 
quieter than before but they wel-
come anyone who’d like to stop by 
for a beer and say hello. 

The business overall is still do-
ing well – despite less dine-in 
customers – thanks to deliveries, 
which can often add up to sales of 
over a hundred burgers a day. 

Macdonald and Churchill are 
happy about their success so far 
but they aren’t content to just rest 
on their laurels. You may see more 
Burgershack locations opening up 
around Cambodia soon.

“We want to be in more locations 
and we want to keep on growing 
bigger and growing further, but 
only if we can maintain our con-
sistency and always serve high 
quality food,” Macdonald says.

Burgershack Phnom Penh is lo-
cated at No. 219 St 51 (at the corner 
of St 51 and St 302) in Boeung Keng 
Kang district’s Boeung Keng Kang I 
commune, Phnom Penh, Cambo-
dia. 

They can be contacted via their 
Facebook page: https://www.fa-
cebook.com/BurgershackPP.

Lifestyle
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Burgershack Phnom Penh has a fun and colourful interior with video game tournaments hosted on Mondays. HONG MENEA

Burgershack Phnom Penh has nine burger 
options available including three suitable for 
vegetarians or vegans. HONG MENEA

English couple Luke Macdonald 
and his wife Holly Churchill own 
Burgershack. HONG MENEA
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Dried coconut meat
  6 Brenda of comics
 11 Hair-styling goop
 14 Like some garments
 15 Rapid transit?
 16 Genetic trait carrier
 17 Time right before eating?
 19 Type of welder
 20 “In your face!” e.g.
 21 African antelope
 23 Chlorophyllous organism
 26 House of Lords member
 28 Portion
 29 “ ...  heat, ___ gloom of night ...”
 30 ___ Miguel (Largest of the 

Azores)
 32 Pasty-faced
 33 Lao-tzu’s philosophy
 34 European high spot
 38 Teach
 40 Touches down
 43 Little Dipper part
 45 In need of restocking
 46 Nuclear power plant measures
 48 Comstock’s contents
 49 Wallet item
 50 Map in a map

 52 Russian river or mountain range
 55 Word with “happy” or “shot”
 56 Pasta shape
 58 Bring into law
 60 Poem type
 61 Some large things on stage
 66 Mineo of film
 67 Like a moth-eaten coat
 68 Cessation of hostilities
 69 Bracket shape
 70 Tyrants (Var.)
 71 Female gossip
DOWN
  1 Small part  

of the works
  2 Common pronoun
  3 School bake-sale org.
  4 Cyma ___ (molding type)
  5 It can be measured in square 

yards
  6 Restaurant row?
  7 Most tangy
  8 Request to Pat Sajak, sometimes
  9 Crucifix
 10 Commit a faux pas with a chip?
 11 Place with many desks
 12 Embellish
 13 Sycophant

 18 Baby barker
 22 Donkey’s Asian cousin
 23 Begin a pot
 24 Large amount
 25 Surge, as of political action
 27 Morocco’s capital
 31 Casa kitchen crock
 34 Leave scratches on, e.g.
 35 Dog in army fatigues
 36 Jacket named for a statesman
 37 Football fill
 39 Math subgroup
 41 Sandwich staple
 42 Folk-dance component
 44 Less stressed
 46 Sugar that’s a component of RNA
 47 Relating to a battery terminal
 51 Penny-pinching
 53 Rooney and Warhol
 54 Drink from the dish
 55 Look too long
 57 Piccadilly Circus figure
 59 Job application datum
 62 “Carte” starter
 63 Mother superior inferior
 64 Leaf-peeper mo.
 65 Land’s end

“GR-GREAT” 

Thursday’s solution

Thursday’s solution

Lifestyle

nile cruiser that inspired 
agatha Christie sails on
M

ore than a cen-
tury after it first 
cruised the glit-
tering waters of 

the nile, the Steam Ship Su-
dan (SS Sudan) draws tour-
ists following the trail of leg-
endary crime novelist agatha 
Christie.

The SS Sudan, which towers 
over the traditional wooden 
sailing boats in egypt’s south-
ern city of aswan, inspired 
the British author sometimes 
dubbed the “Queen of Crime” 
to pen one of her most fa-
mous works in 1937, Death 
on the Nile.

The whodunnit tells the 
story of Christie’s famous Bel-
gian detective Hercule Poirot, 
investigating murder among 
the well-heeled travellers as 
they cruise the nile.

“agatha Christie’s trip 
aboard the steamer, the at-
mosphere and its route . . . in-
spired her to begin writing the 
first chapters,” said amir attia, 
the cruise ship’s director.

Built for the egyptian royal 
family in 1885 and trans-
formed into a cruise liner in 
1921, the SS Sudan hosted 
the novelist with her second 
husband, archaeologist Max 
Mallowan, in 1933.

Two-year waiting list
among the ship’s 23 rooms 

and suites, attia says the 

writer’s room is still “the most 
popular”.

Passengers are whisked 
away on Christie’s original 
itinerary, stopping at the same 
ancient archaeological sites, 
albeit with a difference – the 
liner now runs on diesel and 
solar power instead of coal.

a staff of 67 keeps the vessel 
shipshape, and a luxury eight-
day trip also including stays in 
two historic hotels sets travel-
lers back around $4,000, but 
there is a long waiting list to 
stay in the Christie cabin.

“There are booking re-
quests for up to two years in 
advance,” he said.

While egypt’s key tourism 
industry has been hit hard by 
Covid-19 restrictions – with 
revenues slashed by more 
than a fifth from 2019-2020 
– the ship’s staff are insistent 
the pandemic will not sink 
the historic vessel.

“My product is unique,” attia 
said. “egypt as a tourist desti-
nation will never die down.”

The SS Sudan has faced cri-
ses before.

It was left to rot for decades 
after World War II, but was res-
cued and refitted in 1991, be-
fore being abandoned and then 
repaired a second time in 2000.

Last year the boat was ini-
tially stuck in port – but it 
started operating as soon as 
rules allowed.

“The SS Sudan was the first 
cruise ship to re-open for busi-
ness in october,” attia said.

“We immediately got so 
many reservations . . . that we 
had to knock a few back be-
cause we were overbooked.”

Hollywood treatment
Staff hope that Christie’s 

story can work its magic again 
to draw new visitors.

a big-budget film version – 
directed by and starring Ken-
neth Branagh, along with Hol-
lywood stars annette Bening, 
russell Brand and Gal Gadot 
– is due for release late this 
year, a follow-up to the 2017 
Christie adaption, Murder on 
the Orient Express.

The last stop on the cruise 
is the old Cataract Hotel, 
which over the years has 
hosted guests ranging from 
Britain’s Winston Churchill 
to egyptian nobel Prize for 
Literature winner naguib 
Mahfouz, said Selim Shawer, 
the hotel manager.

The hotel too has a small ex-
hibition dedicated to Christie, 
including the rocking chair 
and desk where she wrote.

“It is an attraction in itself 
for fans of Hercule Poirot,” 
said Shawer.

“even people who are not 
staying in our hotel come to 
take photos with the chair,” 
attia said. AFP

A view of Aswan from the Old Cataract Hotel overlooking the Nile river in Egypt’s southern city of Aswan 
where British crime fiction writer Dame Agatha Christie is believed to have stayed while writing her 1937 
novel Death on the Nile. AFP

The steam ship SS Sudan cruises along the Nile river by Egypt’s southern city of Aswan. AFP
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Man utd title hopes hit as Chelsea’s 
Tuchel era starts with goalless draw
M

a n C h e s T e r 
united’s Pre-
mier League title 
hopes suffered a 

huge blow on january 27 with a 
2-1 defeat by bottom side shef-
field united as Chelsea started 
the Thomas Tuchel era with a 
goalless draw against Wolves.

The shock result at Old Traf-
ford leaves Pep Guardiola’s 
Manchester City a point clear 
at the top with a game in hand 
and looking increasingly hot 
favourites to win a third title 
in four years.

elsewhere on a busy night 
of midweek action, Leicester 
drew 1-1 with everton, Burnley 
beat aston Villa 3-2 and Brigh-
ton drew 0-0 with Fulham.

Manchester united started 
their match against sheffield 
united on a high after an Fa 
Cup win against Liverpool 
on january 24 but they were 
sloppy and uninspired from 
the kick-off.

The Blades broke the dead-
lock midway through the first 
half when Kean Bryan rose to 
glance home john Fleck’s cor-
ner after David de Gea failed 
to punch clear.

Ole Gunnar solskjaer’s men 
were level in the 64th minute 
when an outswinging corner 
from alex Telles was met with 
a thumping header by harry 
Maguire.

But sheffield united were 
back in front again 10 minutes 
later when united failed to 
clear and Oliver Burke’s strike 
went in off the underside of 
the bar after taking a wicked 
deflection off axel Tuanzebe.

The Blades had just five 
points to show from their first 
19 games – the worst haul in 
Premier League history – and 
had not won at Old Trafford 
since 1973.

solskjaer said his side were 
lacking an “X factor” as they 
slipped to their first league de-
feat since november 1.

he blamed the referee for two 
mistakes – for missing a foul on 
De Gea for sheffield united’s 
opening goal – and for ruling 
out an anthony Martial goal 
after adjudging that Maguire 
had committed a foul.

solskjaer told the BBC: “Two 
wrong decisions, that’s how 
it is, it’s that kind of season, 
inconsistent and the referee 
missed those two.”

Tuchel era
earlier, former Paris saint-

Germain boss Tuchel took 
charge at stamford Bridge 
against misfiring Wolves less 
than 24 hours after replacing 
the sacked Frank Lampard.

Club owner roman abram-
ovich handed the 47-year-old 
a brief to revive the fortunes 
of a team that had lost five of 

their previous eight Premier 
League games.

Chelsea struggled to make 
an impression against nuno 
espirito santo’s men, whose 
form has nose-dived after for-
ward raul jimenez fractured 
his skull in late november.

The home side dominated 
territory and possession, but 
created few clear-cut chances 
and the visitors had opportu-
nities to leave with all three 
points.

But Tuchel did not appear 
downhearted despite the flat 
display.

“I was very happy perfor-
mance-wise,” he said. “unfor-
tunately we couldn’t score. If we 
take care of our performance 
like this the results will come.”

The draw lifted Chelsea to 
eighth spot, five points behind 

fourth-placed West ham but 
Tuchel knows time is not on 
his side, with more than half 
of the season gone.

he admitted he had not yet 
been able to properly assess 
his squad.

“It was today totally unfair 
because I had no explanation 
for anybody on the side why 
they didn’t play,” he said. “ev-
ery day will help.”

jordan Pickford was pun-
ished for the latest in a long list 
of embarrassing errors as the 
blundering everton goalkeep-
er allowed youri Tielemans to 
rescue a draw for Leicester.

Clinging to the first-half 
lead given to them by james 
rodriguez, everton were 
denied three points when 
Pickford let Tielemans’ shot 
squirm into the net after the 

break at Goodison Park.
Leicester sit third in the 

Premier League, two points 
behind Manchester City, and 
look capable of pushing for a 
top-four finish even with lead-
ing scorer jamie Vardy current-
ly sidelined through injury.

Leicester boss Brendan 
rodgers told BT sport: “We 
should’ve gone on and won 
the game, that was maybe 
two points dropped for us but 
they’re a really good side – but 
if you can’t win, don’t lose.”

Burnley beat aston Villa 3-2 
to pull nine points clear of 
the relegation zone, thanks to 
Chris Wood’s late winner.

Champions Liverpool, who 
have taken just three points 
from their past five Premier 
League matches, are at Tot-
tenham on january 28. AFP

Tokyo 2020 
test event 
postponed
The first Tokyo Olympics test 
event of 2021 has been post-
poned because of travel restric-
tions under japan’s coronavirus 
state of emergency, organisers 
confirmed on january 28.

The artistic swimming event 
will double as the sport’s final 
qualifier for the virus-post-
poned Games. It was due to be 
held on March 4-7 in Tokyo but 
will now take place two months 
later.

Tokyo 2020 organisers said a 
decision to delay it had been 
taken for reasons including 
“ensuring the fairest possible 
conditions for athletes to par-
ticipate” and ongoing entry 
restrictions in japan.

The qualifier has now been 
rescheduled for May 1-4 at the 
Tokyo aquatics Centre.

Tokyo 2020 said other quali-
fying events in japan, includ-
ing the Diving World Cup in 
april and marathon swimming 
in May, would go ahead as 
planned.

japan’s borders are currently 
closed to almost all foreigners, 
with Tokyo and other parts of 
the country under a state of 
emergency until at least Febru-
ary 7.

athletes coming to japan to 
prepare for the coronavirus-
postponed 2020 Games had 
been exempt from the entry 
ban, but the government 
revoked the privilege earlier 
this month.

The artistic swimming event 
was to have been the first test 
event to be held with anti-virus 
measures in place.

Last month, Tokyo 2020 
chiefs unveiled a 53-page anti-
virus rulebook that they say will 
allow the Games to be held 
safely without a vaccine, even 
if the pandemic is not yet under 
control.

But public support for hold-
ing the Games this year is low, 
with 80 percent of japanese 
polled backing a further delay 
or outright cancellation. AFP

Tennis stars eye freedom ahead of australian Open
The world’s top tennis stars are set to 
emerge from a gruelling two weeks 
stuck in their hotel rooms over coming 
days as they race to get match fit 
before their coronavirus-disrupted 
season resumes in australia.

seventeen charter flights jetted the 
cream of the sport into Melbourne 
and adelaide this month ahead of the 
delayed australian Open, with every-
one on board whisked into 14 days of 
mandatory quarantine.

The plan was to allow them five 
hours a day to practise outside, and 
many have enjoyed the privilege.

But eight positive Covid-19 cases 
from the more than 1,000 players, 
coaches and officials who arrived in 
largely virus-free australia threw 
preparations for others into disarray.

seventy-two players have been con-
fined to their Melbourne rooms 24 
hours a day, forced to strike balls 

against mattresses and exercise as 
best they can, sparking complaints 
about the tough conditions.

But the ordeal is ending, with the 
first players expected to taste freedom 
on january 28 evening, and others let 
out gradually depending on when 
their flights touched down.

a bumper six aTP and WTa tourna-
ments await them beginning on janu-
ary 31, all at Melbourne Park and 
squeezed into a week to make up for 
lost time in the lead-up the season-
opening Grand slam on February 8.

spanish great rafael nadal, who is 
gunning to win a 21st slam title, mov-
ing him past the injured roger Fed-
erer, said he felt “privileged” to play at 
all given the devastation wrought by 
the pandemic globally.

he told Cnn this week: “It’s a differ-
ent situation than usual, it’s much 
more sad for everyone.

“But at least we’re here, we’re going 
to have a chance to play here. The 
world is suffering in general, so we 
can’t complain.

“I feel that we are privileged people 
today, having the chance to keep 
doing our jobs,” he added.

serena Williams, who is still search-
ing for one more slam title to equal 
Margaret Court’s record 24, echoed 
those sentiments, calling the bio-se-
curity rules “super, super strict”, but 
adding: “They’re doing it right.”

While most players flew into Mel-
bourne, nadal, Williams and other 
superstars including novak Djokovic 
and naomi Osaka arrived in adelaide, 
where they will play an exhibition on 
january 29.

They have enjoyed the five-hour 
daily blocks of training while stay-
ing in reportedly bigger and better 
rooms, leading to mutterings about 

preferential treatment.
nadal will start his season there with 

a two-set clash against world no3 
Dominic Thiem, while world no1 
Djokovic gets under way against 
young Italian jannik sinner.

Williams faces Osaka while top-
ranked ashleigh Barty takes on world 
no2 simona halep.

They then head to Melbourne with 
Djokovic, nadal, and Thiem playing 
in the aTP Cup from February 2, an 
event slimmed down to 12 teams from 
the usual 24.

Barty, Williams, halep and Osaka head-
line the WTa Gippsland Trophy and yarra 
Valley Classic, starting on january 31.

a third event, the Grampians Tro-
phy, begins on February 3 for players 
in hard lockdown who have not been 
able to train at all, including Victoria 
azarenka and angelique Kerber, both 
former australian Open winners.

Barty has been sidelined for almost 
a year after opting out of travelling due 
to the pandemic, but said she expect-
ed to click quickly into gear.

“The last two or three weeks have 
been a kind of a little bit impatient, 
kind of itching, getting ready to play,” 
she said. “But it’s been a long pre-sea-
son . . . and certainly ready to go now.

“I can’t wait to be out there and as 
players we have to be extremely grate-
ful and appreciative of the opportu-
nity we get to play,” she added.

While the top players have yet to 
play this season, others tuned up at 
the WTa abu Dhabi Open, won by 
world no7 aryna sabalenka, and the 
aTP antalya Open, where australian 
alex De Minaur triumphed.

Pole hubert hurkacz was cham-
pion at the Delray Beach Classic, the 
only other tournament played so far 
this year. AFP

Manchester United’s Portuguese midfielder Bruno Fernandes leaps to volley a cross during the English Premier League football match between 
Manchester United and Sheffield United at Old Trafford in Manchester, north west England, on Wednesday. AFP
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