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THE US led governments around the 
world in calling for the restoration of 
Myanmar’s democracy on February 
1 after the military staged a coup, ar-
resting civilian leader Aung San Suu 
Kyi and other politicians.

The calls came as the new Myanmar 
military government pledged to hold 
another national election and award 
the right to form a new government 
to the winning political party.

The pledge was made in an official 
announcement by the commander-in-
chief of the Defence Services Office on 
February 1. Its announcement includ-

ed a statement that the Union Election 
Commission had failed to resolve se-
vere errors in voting results of the No-
vember 8, 2020, general election.

An earlier press release by the so-
called Military Information Team cit-
ed as many as 10.5 million potential 
fraud cases in the election, which saw 
the National League for Democracy 
(NLD) win another landslide victory.

Meanwhile, the military said it 
will take charge of health policy and 
measures to deal with the Covid-19 
pandemic and will be introducing 
economic measures to ease the im-

pacts on the people.
It also pledged to continue to work 

on nationwide ceasefire agreements 
among ethnic groups.

In a statement condemning the 
coup, White House spokeswoman 
Jen Psaki said the US “will take ac-
tion against those responsible if 
these steps are not reversed”.

Psaki added that the US opposes 
any attempt to alter the outcome 
of the November elections, which 
handed Suu Kyi’s National League for

Thou Vireak

S
INGAPORE-BASED oil and 
gas exploration company 
KrisEnergy Ltd has pumped 
about 40,788 barrels of 

crude oil from Cambodian waters, 
according to Prime Minister Hun 
Sen on February 1.

This is since the December 28 
maiden oil extraction from the off-
shore Cambodia Block A conces-
sion in the Khmer Basin’s Apsara 
oilfield.

Hun Sen said the PV Drilling III 
jack-up rig on January 30 began 
drilling the second well of the five-
well “Mini Phase 1A” mini platform.

“I would like to assure our com-
patriots that our first oilfield has 
been in operation for 33 days, pro-
ducing 1,236 barrels a day. In 33 
days, 40,788 barrels,” he said. “We 
will continue to pump oil in 2021.”

If international oil prices remain 
at around $55 per barrel, the King-
dom could net about $30 million 
per annum from the commodity, he 
added, citing predictions from Min-
ister of Mines and Energy Suy Sem.

“Estimates show that we’ll 
pump out between 7,000 and 
7,500 barrels a day, which is a con-
siderably miniscule volume that 
won’t leave a profound impact on 
our economy soon, but it is a good 
start for the oil and gas industry 
in Cambodia,” he said.

General Department of Petroleum 
director-general Cheap Sour con-
firmed to The Post that KrisEnergy 
is drilling the remaining four wells 
of the mini platform to accompany 
A-01D, the source of the Kingdom’s 
first drop of oil extracted.

Once completed and commis-
sioned, the five wells could reach 
a peak rate of approximately 7,500 
barrels per day, he said. 

“According to the plan, the com-
pany will have commissioned an-
other well of the platform by the 
end of February.”

At the same time, the prime min-
ister also claimed that Cambodia is 
pushing for negotiations with the 
Thai side on oil and gas develop-
ment projects in the long-contest-
ed Overlapping Claims Area (OCA) 
in the Gulf of Thailand.

“We have to bend over back-
wards to strike negotiations with 
Thailand. We’ll push for talks with 
them concerning doing business 
in the overlapping area,” he said.

Development rights to the 
26,000sq km OCA, which overlaps 
the Cambodian and Thai borders 
in the Gulf of Thailand, has been 
a point of contention between the 
two neighbouring nations, which 
have claimed the area since the 
early 1970s.

The OCA is estimated to hold up 
to 500 million barrels of oil and gas 
deposits under the seafloor.

Oil production 
hits 40K barrels 
in 33 days: PM

Governments around the world 
condemn Myanmar military coup

Mom Kunthear and Voun Dara

THE Australian government 
announced on February 1 that it has 
provided a grant of $28 million for the 
rollout of Covid-19 vaccines approved 
by World Health Organisation (WHO) 
for 1.5 million Cambodians.

A joint press release from Australian 
ambassador Pablo Kang and Minister 
of Economy and Finance Aun Porn-
moniroth said: “Australia’s grant is 

likely to enable at least 1.5 million 
Cambodians to be vaccinated against 
Covid-19. This contribution will sig-
nificantly assist the Royal Government 
of Cambodia to meet its goal of vacci-
nating 80 per cent of the population.”

The press release said that while the 
majority of Australia’s grant will be 
used to purchase vaccines for citi-
zens, the package will also provide 
financing for their distribution and 
administration of the campaign, 

including monitoring vaccination 
safety and efficacy as well as ensuring 
the public has access to clear infor-
mation about the vaccination process.

“As a neighbour and longstanding 
friend of Cambodia, we are pleased 
to be able to lend a hand in this time 
of need. In recognition that nobody 
is safe until everyone is safe, our sup-
port is likely to help vaccinate at least 
1.5 million Cambodians and will go 
a long way towards supporting wide-

spread access to WHO-approved vac-
cines in Cambodia,” Kang said. 

The press release said that although 
Cambodia has so far avoided serious 
health impacts from the pandemic, 
widespread vaccination remains 
critical to prevent future outbreaks 
and rebuild economic activity. 

Pornmoniroth lauded the grant as 
reaffirming Australia’s sustained sup-
port and long-term commitment to 
Cambodia’s socio-economic devel-

opment and a promising future.
This package comes in addition to 

$50 million of development assistance 
that Australia will deliver to the King-
dom this year under the Cambodia-
Australia Covid-19 Development 
Response Plan, launched in December.

“This support will be in addition to 
the vaccines Cambodia will receive 
from the multilateral COVAX facility,

Covid-19 vaccines begin arriving in Kingdom

Myanmar migrants hold up portraits of aung san suu Kyi as they take part in a demonstration outside the Myanmar embassy in 
bangkok on Monday after Myanmar’s military detained suu Kyi, the country’s de facto leader, and its president in a coup. AFP
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May Kunmakara

STOCK-liSTed Phnom Penh 
Water Supply authority (PWSa) 
on february 1 broke ground on the 
$380 million bakheng Water 
Treatment Plant on the north-
eastern outskirts of the capital in 
response to rising demand. This 
creates new investment poten-
tial growth for the company.

Prime Minister Hun Sen 
noted that construction of the 
plant would be carried out in 
two phases, with the first com-
pleted by the end of 2022.

He said this while presid-
ing over a ceremony in Chroy 
Changvar district’s northern-
most bak Kheng commune 
commemorating the ground-
breaking, as well as the official 
inauguration of the Chamcar 
Mon Water Production facility.

The prime minister said 
construction of the first phase 
would be completed by the 
end of 2022, with water pro-
duction following soon after at 
195,000 cubic metres per day.

located some 10km north 
of the Chroy Changvar bridg-
es, he said the first phase is 
expected to cost $247 million 
– $155.5 million for the central 
infrastructure and $91.5 mil-
lion for the transmission and 
distribution networks and 
other miscellaneous costs.

The initial stage is co-financed 
by an $85 million loan from 
agence francaise de devel-
oppement (afd), a $100 mil-
lion loan from the european in-
vestment bank (eib) and a $15 
million grant from the eu, ac-

cording to Hun Sen. PWSa will 
foot the remaining $47 million.

He said the second phase 
would add another 195,000 cu-
bic metres to the facility’s daily 
capacity and is scheduled for 
completion by the end of 2023.

The phase is expected to 
cost $134.4 million and will 
be financed by a $101.4 mil-
lion loan from afd and a $33 
million contribution from 
PWSa, he added.

“The total investment in the 
two-phase water supply proj-
ect adds up to $381.4 million, 
with production capacity set to 
reach 390,000 cubic metres per 
day by the end of 2023. This’ll 
be quite the addition to today’s 
supply capacity. Today we break 
ground on the construction of 
a water treatment plant to fill 
that shortage,” Hun Sen said.

Cambodia Securities ex-
change (CSX) vice-president 
Ha Jong-weon said the new 
investment will give PWSa 
new potential for growth, not-
ing that the current price of its 
shares is rather undervalued.

“What is special is that most 
of the investment projects are 
funded at very low interest 
rates. This will help this state-
owned enterprise with new 
growth in its business. i am 
sure that its stock price will in-
crease soon, reflecting the new 
investments soon,” he said.

Providing a dividend yield 
of four per cent or more per 
year, Ha asserted that PWSa 
is a growth stock for long-
term investment and that its 
shares trade relatively well.

Continued from page 1

which will cover up to 20 per 
cent of Cambodians for free 
and to which australia has also 
made a significant contribu-
tion,” he said.

While speaking at a ground-
breaking ceremony for the con-
struction of the bakheng water 
treatment plant and the inau-
guration of the Chamcar Mon 
water treatment facility on feb-
ruary 1, Prime Minister Hun Sen 
said australia’s grant amounted 
to providing three million doses 
of Covid-19 vaccines with the 
first shipment due for delivery 
in the middle of this year. 

Hun Sen noted that Cambodia 
is seeking assistance from 
friendly nations and develop-
ment partners to reserve 20 mil-
lion vaccine doses to inoculate 
10 million citizens. The Kingdom 
has already received pledges to 
provide 11 million doses. 

“We still lack nine million 
doses, but from where can we 
get them? i wrote a letter to the 
Chinese president asking for 
more. i wrote a letter to the 
indian prime minister. We 
have also already determined 
to buy astraZeneca vaccines 
from england,” he said.

Hun Sen also mentioned 
Cambodian migrant workers in 
quarantine in the seven prov-
inces along the Thai border, 

noting that there were more 
than 3,600 in banteay Meanchey, 
2,000 in Oddar Meanchey and 
over 1,000 in battambang.

He announced the provision 
of an additional 200 million 
riel (uS$50,000) in aid to 
banteay Meanchey and 50 mil-
lion riel to Koh Kong province 
for the operations of their 
quarantine facilities.

The first 600,000 doses of vac-
cines from China had been 
scheduled to arrive this month, 
and Minister of National 
defence Tea banh told reporters 
on february 1 at the army insti-
tute in Kampong Speu that the 
vaccines had safely arrived.

“Members of China’s People’s 
liberation army have delivered 
the vaccines, and their special-
ists are here to manage vaccine 
storage and use. The Ministry 
of National defence has deter-
mined that on february 3, Chi-
nese army specialists will 
introduce the vaccines to doc-
tors in the Kingdom and pro-
vide instructions regarding 
procedures for care, storage, 
usage and transport,” he said.

banh added: “Overall, the 
defence ministry’s prepara-
tions are complete. The Min-
istry of Health has also agreed 
to arrange for doctors to attend 
the briefings so that they will 
be prepared to administer vac-
cine shots.”

New water treatment 
plant in capital set for 
‘completion by 2022’  

Pla vaccine specialists 
to instruct local doctors

Cambodian peacekeepers 
set for mission in lebanon

Project tackles malnutrition in r’kiri

Khouth Sophak Chakrya

a 
C O N T i N G e N T 
of 92 Cambodian 
Multi-role engi-
neering military 

service members – including 
15 women – has been sent to 
lebanon to carry out security 
missions for the lebanese 
people under the authority 
of the united Nations (uN) 
according to a spokeswoman 
for the National Centre for 
Peacekeeping forces, Mines 
and explosive remnants of 
War Clearance (NPMeC).

NPMeC spokeswoman Kosal 
Malinda told The Post on feb-
ruary 1 that the engineering 
troops were a detachment from 
Platoon 928. They left Phnom 
Penh international airport for 
lebanon on the evening of Jan-
uary 31 on uN flight eT8801.

“upon arrival in lebanon, 
they will be given engineering 
missions similar to the sort of 
work they have tackled in past 
deployments such as repair-
ing the lebanese-israeli blue 
barriers and clearing mines 
and unexploded ordnance 
along the border between the 
two countries,” she said.

according to Malinda, these 
new arrivals have increased 
the number of Cambodian 
“blue Helmet” uN Peace-
keepers in lebanon to 184, 
including 30 women. in addi-
tion to building blue barriers 
and demining, some of them 
have also participated in first 
aid programs assisting sol-

diers from a number of coun-
tries who are all participating 
in uN missions in the area.

She said that since the global 
outbreak of Covid-19 and in-
cluding this latest mission in 
lebanon, Cambodia has dis-
patched military forces to serve 
as Peacekeepers three times in 
response to uN requests. 

The first occasion was on 
September 11, 2020, when a 
total of 218 specialists from 
airport engineering brigades 
and demining brigades de-
ployed to Mali. 

The second instance was on 

October 25 when 73 Cambo-
dian Multi-role engineering 
specialists were sent to rein-
force the Cambodian forces 
still present in Mali. 

On May 29, 2020, a Cambo-
dian soldier died after con-
tracting Covid-19 in Mali. The 
deceased soldier was 63-year-
old General Tos Savy, a resi-
dent of Chong boeng village, 
ang Snuol district’s Mkak 
commune, Kandal province.

Cambodia has sent more 
than 7,000 soldiers on uN 
humanitarian missions since 
2006 with deployments to 

nine countries – Sudan, South 
Sudan, Chad, lebanon, Syria, 
Mali, Central africa republic, 
Cyprus and yemen.

Cambodia has sent more 
than 787 soldiers to serve 
as uN Peacekeepers on uN 
missions in lebanon, Sudan, 
South Sudan, Mali and the 
Central african republic. 

Cambodia’s provision of 
soldiers for “blue Helmet” 
missions in conflict zones has 
made the nation the second-
largest aSeaN contributor 
to uN peacekeeping efforts 
globally. 

Voun Dara

PlaN international Cambodia (PiC) – 
along with its partners and the relevant 
ministries at the sub-national level inau-
gurated the ‘first 1,000 days Project’ in 
ratanakkiri province on January 29 to 
improve the health of children and preg-
nant women there. 

The project will directly benefit more 
than 10,000 vulnerable children and 
pregnant women as well as women of re-
productive age between 15-44 years and 
the children’s parents according to PiC’s 
press release. 

The first 1,000 days Project will assist 
families by reducing hunger and mal-
nutrition in all forms among vulnerable 
girls and boys under the age of 5 and es-
pecially among those from indigenous 
groups in ratanakkiri. 

The project is funded by the German 
Ministry of economic Cooperation and 
development (bMZ) through Plan inter-
national Germany and bandos Komar for 5 
years from November 2020 to October 2025. 

The project will be implemented in 54 
villages in the Ta Veng and Veun Sai dis-
tricts of ratanakiri Province.

“The prevalence of malnutrition 
among girls and boys under five, es-
pecially among indigenous groups, re-
mains high in ratanakiri province com-
paring to the national level. Malnutrition 
among children under 5 contributes to 
child morbidity and mortality and af-
fects childhood physical and cognitive 
development,” said yi Kimthan, deputy 
Country director for Programmes of 
Plan international Cambodia.

He said to address malnutrition issues 
in this province the project will improve 

access to health services for severe and 
moderate acute malnutrition cases in 
children under the age of five. 

Kimthan then said the project will in-
crease dietary diversity for pregnant wom-
en and children and enhance household 
sanitation and hygiene behaviours and 
practices for infants and young children. 

He further stated that it will also increase 
dietary diversity in homestead food pro-
duction and assist with the formation of 
micro-enterprises for income generation.

Ministry of education, youth and Sport 
spokesman ros Soveacha said improved 
nutrition raises the standard of living for 
the children and allows the children to fo-

cus on their studies and flourish in school.  
 “The Ministry of education welcomes 

and thanks Plan international for their 
continued their cooperation and assis-
tance in the area of childhood nutrition.

“i also want to note the Ministry of ed-
ucation’s other efforts to assist parents 
and young children as we work towards 
the goal of eliminating malnutrition in 
the nation’s children. 

“One way we accomplish this is 
through the interministerial Prakas au-
thorising cash transfers to pregnant 
women and children under the age of 2 
years old who have id-POOr cards,” ros 
Soveacha said.

Cambodian peacekeepers prepare to leave the Phnom Penh International Airport. defence ministry

A woman feeding her child in Ratanakkiri province on January 30.  Plan international cambodia
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Lay Samean

auTHOrITIeS are investigating a 
complaint against the My Health 
Polyclinic in Phnom Penh after a 
patient died from complications 
subsequent to undergoing an 
appendectomy operation, and 
family members alleged that hos-
pital staff were negligent.

The case concerns y Panha, a 
22-year-old journalist who was 
admitted for treatment on January 
18 but died on January 30 after 
becoming critically ill following an 
initial surgery.

The complaint was filed with 
Dangkor district police in the cap-
ital against the owner of the clinic 
by Sim Sambath, 50-year-old 
mother of the deceased and resi-
dent of rovieng commune in Takeo 
province’s Samrong district. 

Dangkor district police chief 
Chim Sitha told The Post that after 
receiving the complaint, officers 
had begun investigating and had 
registered the case with the Phnom 
Penh Department of Health. 

“We have been in contact with 
health department officials are 
working on the case with them. On 
January 30, we interviewed people 
at the My Health Polyclinic, and 
we will go to the Khmer-Soviet 
friendship Hospital to collect 
more information,” Sitha said.

Municipal health department 
director Ngy Mean Heng confirmed 
that officials from his department 
had gone to the My Health Poly-
clinic to confirm whether the 
patient did receive service there.

“according to their report, the 
patient was transferred to the Khmer-
Soviet friendship Hospital where 
physicians diagnosed the patient 
with pancreatitis and attempted to 
treat the condition by performing 
another surgery,” he said. 

asked if the clinic had been negli-
gent in connection to the operation, 
Mean Heng replied: “We cannot say 
for certain about this now, but we 
have a technical team investigating.”

The owner of My Health Polyclin-
ic could not be reached for com-
ment, and the clinic’s accountant 
who answered the phone said she 
was not aware of the situation.

In her complaint, Sambath said 
that Panha had undergone an oper-
ation on January 18 at the clinic for 
appendicitis, but two days after the 
operation, the patient’s condition 
had deteriorated, including abdom-
inal distension and trouble breathing.

a call to the clinic to discuss the 
patient’s condition dissatisfied 
family members and left them 
with an impression that clinic staff 
seemed negligent.

On January 20, the family decid-
ed to transfer Panha to the emer-
gency unit at the Khmer-Soviet 
friendship Hospital. 

“The condition of the patient 
was serious, and medical experts 
at the hospital said the seriousness 
of the condition was due to the 
previous operation having been 
performed without adhering to 
technical and professional stand-
ards,” the complaint said.

Sambath claimed that Panha’s 
health had been mostly normal before 
the operation. In response to a stom-
ach ache, he had taken a taxi from 
Takeo province to the My Health 
Polyclinic for a check-up where clinic 
medical staff diagnosed him as having 
appendicitis and informed him that 
he needed surgery to save his life.

eu, Kingdom to boost cooperation 
Long Kimmarita

C
aMbODIaN and eu repre-
sentatives met to formulate 
development cooperation 
strategies for the next seven 

years, 2021 to 2027, outlining three pri-
ority areas and agreeing to further con-
sultations in the context of evolving 
events due to the Covid-19 pandemic.

The strategic agreements were 
formalised on January 28 by Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister of for-
eign affairs and International Coop-
eration Prak Sokhonn and european 
ambassador Carmen Moreno.

The three priorities to be addressed 
were economic growth and job creation; 
agriculture and natural resource man-
agement; and governance by the rule of 
law. Sokhonn and Moreno agreed that 
additional coordination would be re-
quired regarding the ongoing pandemic.

a press release following meeting 
noted that both sides exchanged views 
on the aSeaN regional Integration 
and, in particular, development gaps 
within the region and eu support for 
the Kingdom’s efforts to integrate into 
regional markets and value chains.

Discussions also touched on issues 
concerning migrant workers, euro-
pean market access for Cambodian 
rice products, the tourism industry, 
social protection programmes, pri-
vate sector engagement and bilateral 
investment promotion. 

Sokhonn remarked that the eu’s de-
velopment assistance for Cambodia 
over the past two and a half decades 
had significantly contributed to the 
nation’s socio-economic progress.

“We welcome this initial consulta-
tion to improve and refine eu devel-
opment activities and look forward 
to the results of these development 
cooperation strategies for the 2021-
2027 cycle,” Sokhonn said.

“among the achievements, there is 
the bakheng water treatment plant 

project. The plant will be sustained 
by grants from the eu and afD 
[agence francaise de Developpe-
ment], including credits from the 
european Investment bank. This 
project will create 16,000 jobs and 
supply clean water to people who are 
most in need of it,” Moreno said.

Political analyst Lao Mong Hay 
opined that of the three eu devel-
opment cooperation strategies, the 
Cambodian government had not yet 
performed well with regard to the 
second and third targets. 

He said it was imperative that the par-

ties devise a credible strategy to recreate 
environments conducive to fish spawn-
ing such as planting trees, dredging 
and widening rivers and lakes, building 
more reservoirs and promoting further 
fresh and sea water fish farming.

He stressed: “Without such efforts, 
it is doubtful the eu development co-
operation would contribute much to 
sustainable progress in Cambodia.”

Kin Phea, director of the royal 
academy of Cambodia’s Internation-
al relations Institute, praised past 
cooperation between the two sides 
and congratulated them for renew-

ing their efforts. He hoped they would 
address problems and seek joint solu-
tions in many more sectors. 

“at this time, Cambodia should 
further prepare itself to accept eu 
exchanges and development recom-
mendations to improve the nation. 
That which is beneficial for Cambodia, 
we should accept and implement.

“but if there are demands amount-
ing to interference in the internal af-
fairs of the country, we must be de-
cisive and stand on our sovereignty 
because cooperation represents mu-
tual agreement,” Phea said.

residents on S’ville hospital road told to pack
Lay Samean

THe Preah Sihanouk Provin-
cial administration has issued 
an order for people living and 
doing business on a section of 
7 Makara, also known as Street 
200, near the provincial refer-
ral hospital to vacate their 
lands by february 28 or face 
forced eviction.  

residents along the section 
of road in Village 4 of Mitta-
pheap district’s Commune IV 
are instructed to dismantle all 
extant constructions and 
move off the premises in 
order to make way for a road 
construction project.

In a letter dated January 29, 
the provincial administration 
explained that officials had 
twice previously issued noti-
fications to the same effect as 
well as another from the 
department of Public Works 
and Transport.

Provincial Hall spokesman 
Kheang Phearum told The 
Post that this recent fourth 
notification would be the 
last reminder for residents, 
and they could be subject to 
legal action.

“There will be two separate 
procedures. first, the admin-
istration will handle demoli-
tions on specified sites. Then, 
authorities would pursue 
legal complaints. In fact, we 
do not want to take legal 

action and will only do so if 
necessary to avoid protests or 
clashes,” Phearum said.

according to the provincial 
administration’s data, about 
20 of 150 households were 
registered as permanent 
addresses along the stretch of 
road under dispute.

“authorities have been try-
ing to explain and persuade 
them to cooperate with us. 
Some people have agreed to 

move out, but others have 
not,” he said.

Phearum said the 7 Makara 
street infrastructure project 
around the provincial referral 
hospital was nearly 1km long 
and is needed to serve the 
public interest as there are 
over 300,000 residents living 
in the province. 

He added that enforcement 
actions were intended to 
facilitate completion of street 

construction before the 
beginning of the rainy season, 
and the project had already 
been delayed several times.

Provincial coordinator for 
rights group adhoc Cheap 
Sotheary told The Post that in 
cases where citizens’ houses 
may be demolished, authori-
ties should negotiate with 
residents according to policy 
and established precedent.

“as far as I know, the provin-

cial administration has 
already informed the resi-
dents, but demolition of peo-
ple’s houses should be 
resolved in accordance with 
land policy, including proper 
compensation.

“The people living in that 
area have no options or abil-
ity to buy new land or houses 
to live in. authorities should 
deal with this situation in the 
same way as last year when 
people were peacefully relo-
cated from canal areas to new 
settlements,” she said.

In case of non-compliance 
by the february 28 deadline, 
provincial authorities will 
resort to administrative and 
legal measures based on arti-
cle 71 of the Law on road Traf-
fic, with a possible imposition 
of penalties including fines of 
up to 10 million riel ($2,500) or 
imprisonment of between one 
month and five years.

The 7 Makara street con-
struction project was vetted by 
the provincial board of gover-
nors and the Technical Coor-
dinating Committee before 
being approved by the provin-
cial council on June 14.

The administration admit-
ted that the project was sched-
uled to begin last year but has 
been delayed until now 
because residents living in the 
area have not yet complied 
with relocation notices.

Polyclinic in 
capital probed 
after man dies 
from surgery

Foreign minister Prak Sokhonn (centre) meets EU representatives on January 30 . foreign ministry

Residents along the road are instructed to dismantle all extant constructions and relocate. fresh news



Court upholds 
woman’s jail 
sentence for 
prostitution

THE Supreme Court on Febru-
ary 1 upheld the verdict for a 
woman who was sentenced 

to seven years in prison for involve-
ment in prostitution under the cover 
of a massage parlour in Phnom 
Penh’s Meanchey district in 2017.

The accused, Sokha Sotheary, 
38, was charged with prostitu-
tion procurement with aggravat-
ing circumstances. 

Presiding Judge Saly Theara 
said: “The Supreme Court has 
decided to uphold the sentence 
handed down by the Court of Ap-
peal on August 12, 2020.”

According to the Phnom Penh 
municipal Anti-Human Traffick-
ing police report, the woman had 
operated a barber shop which 
doubled as a massage parlour 
along Veng Sreng Boulevard 
in Meanchey district’s Stueng 
Meanchey commune. She was 
arrested on July 19, 2017. 

In the raid, police found a 
number of condoms and rescued 
three underage girls aged 15 to 
17 and a 21-year-old woman. 

During questioning, the four said 
they had provided sexual service 
to customers and would give the 
accused $5 for every $30 they 
received from each customer. They 
were then handed over to a reha-
bilitation centre in Phnom Penh.

On June 22, 2018, the munici-
pal court sentenced Sotheary to 
seven years in prison under arti-
cles 284 and 288 of the Criminal 
Code. Kim Sarom
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‘Safe village-commune’ policy shaped 
Voun Dara

P
rIMe Minister Hun 
Sen said the govern-
ment had decided to 
enhance the effective-

ness of the safe village-com-
mune policy to respond to 
recent events because peace, 
political stability, security and 
public order are the factors 
crucial to maintaining a favour-
able economy and society. 

The decision comes 10 years 
after the safe village-commune 
policy was first introduced by 
the Ministry of Interior. The 
policy had gained wide sup-
port, especially among ad-
ministrations at sub-national 
levels, with many agreeing 
that it had been implemented 
successfully. 

according to Hun Sen, the 
government has continually re-
vised the guidelines for imple-
mentation of the policy to keep 
up with the nation’s develop-
ment context over the years.

The prime minster wrote 
in a letter on January 29 that 
although the nation was at 
peace, public security, order 
and the public’s wellbeing, as 
well as provision of essential 
services, all remained priori-
ties areas to address.

He said the priority is to fo-
cus on ensuring that the whole 
society enjoys better security, 
prosperous livelihoods and 
harmonious interactions.

“In order to respond to the 
current situation and mobi-
lise enough participants to 

support more [people], the 
government has decided to 
enhance the effectiveness of 
the safe village-commune 
policy as well as elevate the 
level this policy is overseen,” 
the letter read. 

“Peace, political stability, 
security and public order are 
the key factors providing fa-
vourable conditions for the 
development of the economy, 
social cohesion and other 
kinds of growth,” he wrote.

Hun Sen added that the 
government was elevating 
the policy with the purpose of 
continuing to build and 
strengthen security and so-
cial order.

He noted that the policy 
focuses on sanitation, the 
environment, people’s well-
being and reducing the dan-
gers caused by disasters and 
contagious diseases under all 
circumstances. 

according to the prime 

minister, it also encourages 
dispute settlement in locali-
ties outside of the courts and 
social work that can increase 
the speed at which Cambodia 
alleviates poverty. 

He said the government 
must introduce measures 
that would galvanise cooper-
ation between the public and 
private sector.

am Sam ath, deputy direc-
tor for rights group Licadho, 
said the safe village-commune 

policy is good, but the practi-
cal implementation of the pol-
icy by some officials had not 
yet been fully accomplished. 

“Some people are still caus-
ing problems such as the cur-
rent situation with drug use 
spreading to the countryside. 
also, gambling and thefts 
continue to happen. So, In 
order for the safe village-
commune policy to be ef-
fective, local officials have to 
participate fully in its imple-
mentation and that will gain 
the participation and trust of 
people,” he said.

The tenets of the safe village-
commune policy are, first, 
provide high quality and trans-
parent administrative services 
to the public; second, prevent 
or eliminate the commission 
of all criminal offences, be it 
theft, pick-pocketing, drugs, 
illegal gambling of all kinds; 
third, maintain good public or-
der and work to prevent traffic 
accidents; fourth, eliminate all 
crimes of human trafficking, 
especially against women and 
children in addition to ending 
domestic violence and appre-
hending all gangsters.  

fifth, solutions arrived at 
in localities and outside of 
the courts are more effective 
and to be preferred as a first 
option; sixth, improve sani-
tation and beautify the en-
vironment, and seventh, re-
spond in a timely fashion and 
effective manner to disasters 
including brutally contagious 
diseases.

Prime Minister Hun Sen said although the nation was at peace, public security, order and the public’s wellbe-
ing, as well as provision of essential services, all remained priorities areas to address. Spm
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Voun Dara

a THOuSaNDS new educa-
tional videos on a variety of 
core subjects will be made 
available for self-study by 
grade 12 students on the web-
site and social media pages 
of the Ministry of education, 
youth and Sport, according to 
minister Hang Chuon Naron.

In a letter dated January 28, 
Chuon Naron announced the 
fruition of a joint project to cre-
ate the “Smart 1,000 Grade 12 
Video Collection” and issued 
instructions to capital and pro-
vincial education departments 
to promulgate the multimedia 
materials for high school seniors.

In September, the ministry 
formed a partnership with NGO 
Open Institute and telecoms 
operator Smart axiata to pro-
duce the videos with $1 million 
in funding provided by Smart 
axiata for educational initia-
tives to combat social effects of 
the Covid-19 pandemic.

“The educational video li-
brary contains 1,000 videos 
on subjects including math-
ematics, physics, chemistry, 
biology, earth science, geog-
raphy, history, civics, ethics 
and Khmer literature taken 
from the ministry’s textbooks 
for grade 12 classes.  They will 
be shared on the formal so-
cial media of the ministry of 
education,” the letter read.

Ministry spokesman ros 
Soveacha said on february 1 
that the spread of video edu-
cation contents is a participa-
tion in other mechanisms to 

continue promoting new ways 
of learning and teaching in the 
education sector by using a va-
riety of methods in particular.

Soveacha specified that stu-
dents may access the videos 
on the ministry’s facebook 
page (facebook.com/krou.
moeys.gov.kh), youTube page 
(youtube.com/moeyscambo-
dia) and official website (el-
earning.moeys.gov.kh).

Soveacha added that for the 
2020-2021 academic year, the 
ministry had instructed state 
high schools to implement a 
“short study programme” in-
cluding required and elective 
subjects. required subjects per-
tain to those found on the nation-
al exam while determination of 
elective subjects fell within the 
purview of local school boards 
according to their assessments 
and circumstances.

In a joint press release, the 
ministry and Open Institute 
report that two studios have 
been prepared for the pro-
duction of high-quality on-
line video content to contin-
ue to enable equal access to 
distance learning for students 
around the country.

The video library pro-
gramme is intended to be-
come an important resource 
for high school students and 
the ministry as it develops 
and implements future ini-
tiatives. Initial funding was 
set to focus on implement-
ing information technologies 
for education, crisis manage-
ment, social inequality and 
personal hygiene.

educational videos for 
G-12 students prepared

Tuol Sleng documents preserved digitally

Platform to help fight forestry crimes 

Mom Kunthear

T
uOL SLeNG Genocide 
Museum has launched a dig-
ital database to access the 
largest archive of the Khmer 

rouge regime’s prison system records. 
The general public will be able to 
access the digital database and web-
site in addition to the victims’ family 
members and researchers. 

according to uNeSCO, the launch 
of the online database marked the 
success of a three-year project to 
digitise and preserve the documen-
tary evidence stored at the Tuol 
Sleng Genocide Museum. 

The project was jointly imple-
mented by uNeSCO in collabora-
tion with the Ministry of Culture 
and fine arts of Cambodia and with 
the generous financial support of 
the Korea International Coopera-
tion agency (KOICa).

In a press statement, uNeSCO said 
the museum has completed the digi-
tisation of more than 60,000 docu-
ments totalling almost half a million 
pages that include photographs, bi-
ographies of detainees, notebooks, 
propaganda magazines, forced con-
fessions and other written materials. 

all the information contained in 
the documents – amounting to over 
4 million data elements – has been 
compiled in a digital database that of-
ficially went online on January 29. 

uNeSCO, the culture ministry and 
KOICa started the Tuol Sleng Geno-
cide Museum archives Preservation 
and Digitisation Project in 2015 and 
worked on the project until the end 
of 2020 with funding provided by a 
grant of $1.15 million. 

Culture minister Phoeurng Sacko-
na said during the launch event that 
the development of this database 
and website was vital for preserving 
the archives at Tuol Sleng museum 
and making the information broad-
ly available. 

“The creation of this archive was 
accomplished through the preserva-
tion and repair of old documents so 
we could then make them available 
in a digital form,” Sackona said.

according to KOICa, this project’s 
goal was preserving and digitizing all 
of the archives at Tuol Sleng Museum, 
which has been registered as a uNeS-
CO Memory of the World since 2009. 

according to the KOICa press 
materials, the second goal was to 
transform Tuol Sleng into a place 
for education and healing where 
the younger generation as well as 
Khmer rouge era survivors can ac-
cess information about their his-

tory and hold dialogues together on 
peace and non-violence. 

The third goal was to build the 
capacity of the staff at Tuol Sleng 
Genocide museum and culture 
ministry in the area of archive man-
agement.

The database will make it easier 
for the public and for international 
researchers to find the information 
they need and gain a greater under-
standing of what occurred there. 

Tuol Sleng was also known by its 
official prison number “S-21.” It was 
one of the most notorious interroga-
tion and extermination centres run 
by the Khmer rouge regime from 
1975-79.  built as a school prior to 
the conflict, it eventually served as 
a prison for more than 18,000 pris-
oners and their families – including 
many Khmer rouge members once 
they had fallen out of favour for one 
reason or another.

Nov Sivutha

THe Ministry of environment 
and the uS agency for Interna-
tional Development (uSaID) 
on January 30 launched the 
first Protection area Monitor-
ing Platform (PaMP) in Preah 
Vihear province to monitor 
forestry crimes including for-
est land clearing for private 
ownership and illegal hunting 
in natural protected areas.

at the launching ceremony 
in Preah Vihear, environment 
ministry spokesman Neth 
Pheaktra said that with the 
support of uSaID through its 
Greening Prey Lang project, 
Cambodia has taken another 
step in protecting the environ-
ment and natural resources 
and enhancing the capacity of 
rangers as well as comprehen-
sive data management.

He explained that PaMP 
was very important in pro-
tecting natural resources 
because it would provide ad-
ditional assistance to rangers, 
such as information related to 
deforestation and forest land 
encroachment in protected 
areas. He said Cambodia did 
not have this system before.  

according to ministry’s 
plan, this project will be ex-
panded to 70 protected areas 
in 20 provinces covering more 
than seven million hectares.

“In Cambodia, there are 
only 1,200 rangers work-
ing to protect and conserve 
[protected areas] on about 
seven million hectares, or one 
ranger for over 10,000ha. That 
means one person cannot pa-

trol an area this huge. 
“So, using modern technolo-

gy like the PMaP platform that 
can record all the data would 
make it more convenient [for 
rangers] to control the general 
situation and take immediate 
measures to tackle crimes.

“This is a very important 
task for us because if we do 
not have modern technology 
in line with the world’s tech-
nological advancement, then 
we will certainly trail behind 
the perpetrators who also use 
technology to share informa-
tion with each other to es-
cape from rangers and flout 
the law,” he said.

uSaID Programme Office 
Director Carlos Lamadrid said 
PaMP was established based 

on existing methods in Cam-
bodia, including geography 
location and aerial photogra-
phy reporting equipment us-
ing satellite imagery.

Carlos said PaMP would help 
strengthen law enforcement in 
response to threats and assist 
decision-makers in managing 
natural resources and biodiver-
sity more easily and effectively. 
The platform will also promote 
transparency, accountability 
and attract investment and fi-
nancing for sustainable con-
servation programmes.

“This is the first PMaP to 
be launched in Cambodia 
and will serve as a model of 
improvements to study and 
implement across the country. 
The programme will also help 

make management of natural 
resources faster, more efficient 
and transparent,” he said.

“use of this system will sup-
port the government to set 
targets prioritising forest pa-
trol intervention and rapid 
response, as well as providing 
important data on protected 
areas and conservation demo-
graphics,” he said.

according to the Preah Vi-
hear provincial environment 
department report, there are 
10 protected areas in Preah 
Vihear province spanning 
965,000ha, with 88 rangers de-
ployed They include six wild-
life sanctuaries, two protected 
landscapes, one natural heri-
tage site and one biodiversity 
conservation corridor.

A visitor to the Toul Sleng Genocide Museum contemplates photos of S-21 prisoners executed by the Khmer Rouge at the site in the 1970’s.  HONG MENEA

Officials present the First Protection Area Monitoring Platform (PAMP) in Preah Vihear.  YOusOs ApdOulrAsHiM
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Business
Trading informaTion on Cambodia SeCuriTieS exChange

Auction Trading Method (ATM)

no SToCk CloSing PriCe oPening PriCe high low

1 ABC 16,980 17,320 17,320 16,800

2 GTI 3,450 3,400 3,450 3,200

3 PAS 13,920 13,940 13,940 13,700

4 PEPC 2,960 2,980 2,980 2,920

5 PPAP 11,740 11,760 11,760 11,740

6 PPSP 1,500 1,520 1,520 1,470

7 PWSA 6,100 6,100 6,100 6,020

Date: February 1, 2021

USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,080 1.2797 6.4644 104.87 4.0425 1.3308 29.97 0.7637 1.2093 1.3730

Thou Vireak

THe government will build a 
40MW solar farm in Kampong 
Chhnang province, according 
to a Ministry of Mines and 
energy senior official.

Victor Jona, director general 
of the ministry’s General De-
partment of energy, told The 
Post that the ministry and de-
velopment partners are pre-
paring the bidding documents 
submitted for the solar tender.

“The 40MW solar power 
plant is initiated by asian 
Development bank [aDb], 
which will help prepare the 
bidding documents for us,” he 
said, adding that the project is 
scheduled for completion in 
the third quarter of this year.

He said an evaluation com-
mittee comprised of officials 
from the ministry and state-run 
electricity supplier electricite 
du Cambodge (edC) will review 
the bids from february 10.

Provincial Department 
of Mines and energy direc-
tor Ouk ros told The Post on 
february 1 that his team was 
ready to participate in the de-
velopment of the project.

With an environmental and 
social impact assessment 
nearing completion, he said 
he expects the project to be-
gin construction in the sec-
ond half of this year.

While no concrete location 
has been determined for the 
project, he pointed out that 
the ministry and edC recently 
inspected a potential con-
tender for the solar farm’s site.

“We will have a new solar 
power plant here, which will 
help supply electricity to locali-
ties in remote areas with a short-

age of electricity,” ros said.
Consistent with government 

policy, he said the solar farm 
would provide the rural poor with 
access to affordable electricity.

Meanwhile, World bank-
member International finance 
Corporation (IfC) is mulling 
over a proposal to extend a fi-
nancing package of up to $8 
million to support another 60MW 
solar project in the province, 
developed by a special purpose 
vehicle named Prime road al-
ternative (Cambodia) Co Ltd.

The 60MW project is part of 
a 100MW national solar park, 
which is structured as a pub-
lic-private partnership.

With the 100ha solar project 
expected to cost around $41 
million, IfC is proposing to 
invest up to $4 million from its 
own coffers and as much as $4 
million will come from its ca-
pacity as implementing entity 
of the Canada blended Climate 
finance Programme (CbCfP), 
according to a disclosure.

an aDb press release re-
leased in September 2019 
shows that the auction for the 
project, which was conduct-
ed by edC, ended with Prime 
road alternative’s lowest bid 
of $0.3877 per kilowatt-hour.

and another 60MW solar 
power farm in the Kampong 
Chhnang’s Teuk Phos district 
was connected to the nation-
al grid in april, which brought 
the Kingdom’s total solar-
power generation to 150MW, 
according to Jona.

The project, located in Ta-
ing Krasaing commune’s 
romeas village, is developed 
by SchneiTec renewable Co 
Ltd, a joint venture between 
Chinese and local partners.

Official: another 40MW 
solar farm for K ChhnangMilled-rice exports to China 

up 7.7%, but drop elsewhere
Hin Pisei

C
aMbODIa exported 
16,163 tonnes of 
milled rice to China 
last month, rep-

resenting a 1,156-tonne or 
7.7-per-cent surge from the 
15,007 tonnes posted in Janu-
ary 2020, according to a Min-
istry of agriculture, forestry 
and fisheries report.

This comes after the Chi-
nese government provided 
Cambodia an annual quota of 
400,000 tonnes of milled rice.

but that trend was not uni-
versal across the Kingdom’s 
export destinations.

The total milled-rice export 
volume slipped 32.07 per 
cent year-on-year last month 
to 34,273 tonnes from 50,450 
tonnes, according to ministe-
rial statistics.

Of that, shipments to the 
eu, aSeaN and other desti-
nations clocked in at 10,985 
tonnes, 2,625 tonnes and 
3,723 tonnes, marking de-
creases of 59 per cent, 44.61 
per cent and 34.03 per cent.

fragrant rice accounted 
for 30,032 tonnes (87.63 per 
cent), white long-grain rice 
3,695 tonnes (10.78 per cent) 
and long-grain parboiled rice 
546 tonnes (1.59 per cent).

Cambodia rice federation 
(Crf) chairman Hun Lak told 
The Post on february 1 that 
the Chinese market is vast and 
lends a hand of support for 
Cambodian milled rice, main-
taining a prominently stable 
growth rate for exports.

He said: “China has the 
most market potential for 
Cambodian milled rice and 
many other products.”

He downplayed the drop 
in exports to other countries, 
ascribing the loss for the most 
part to global Covid-19 travel 
restrictions and an uptick in 
shipping costs seen since the 
end of last year.

While milled rice export 
figures were by and large 
disappointing, Lak pointed 
out that paddy sales to Viet-
nam had enjoyed significant 
gains. “Since the end of 2020, 
the price of paddy at the bor-

der [with Vietnam] has risen 
sharply, increasing the flow of 
paddy across the frontier to 
the neighbouring country.

“at the same time, there 
hasn’t been a notable pick-up 
in millers purchasing paddy 
to process” for export due 
to the steep price hike of the 
grain, he said.

Signatures of asia Co Ltd 
CeO Chan Sokheang warned 
that large-scale paddy sales 
along the border may ad-
versely affect plans to export 
milled rice if authorities do 
not take prompt action.

“We request the govern-

ment to take further con-
sideration in regards to rice 
outflow management, paddy 
production, irrigation and 
new seed production, as 
these are paramount to spark 
growth in Cambodia’s agri-
cultural exports to the inter-
national market,” he said.

Cambodia exported 690,829 
tonnes of milled rice last year, 
marking an increase of 11.40 
per cent from 2019, according 
to Crf data. Chinese-bound 
shipments of the commodity 
weighed in at 289,439 tonnes, 
accounting for 41.90 per cent 
of total milled-rice exports.

Cambodia exported 690,829 tonnes of milled rice last year, up 11.40 per cent year-on-year. YOUSOS APDOULRASHIM

PPCbank, Prudential reach bancassurance partnership
May Kunmakara

SOuTH Korean-owned Phnom Penh 
Commercial bank Plc (PPCbank) and 
Prudential (Cambodia) Life assur-
ance Plc on february 1 struck a ban-
cassurance partnership to provide 
additional options in financial prod-
ucts to the Kingdom’s consumers.

The agreement was signed between 
PPCbank president Shin Chang-moo 
and Prudential Cambodia CeO San-
jay Chakrabarty in Phnom Penh.

Shin said the partnership will serve 
as a one-stop-shop for financial solu-
tions that will improve customer 

experience and convenience. The 
accord will provide service packages 
such as wealth protection and child 
financial security, he said.

He said: “This enables fully-in-
formed and effective [financial] deci-
sion-making . . . PPCbank acknowl-
edges the need for full banking 
accessibility in Cambodia.

“Our official partnership with Pru-
dential today unlocks a new level of 
trust and a market-leading approach 
to investment in financial security.

“as we expanded, we witnessed an 
increasing demand for insurance 
products on the market. While insur-

ance is still a relatively new concept 
for the majority of Cambodians, 
together with Prudential, we are 
working hard to educate consumers 
about the importance of insuring 
their families and their futures.”

Since setting up in the Kingdom 
back in 2013, Prudential Cambodia 
has approved $11.1 million in claims 
and has served over 250,000 policy 
holders as of November 30, according 
to Chakrabarty.

He said: “These payments have 
helped Cambodian families face 
adversity with dignity and get back 
on their feet. On the back of the ongo-

ing Covid-19 pandemic and low pen-
etration rate of life insurance in Cam-
bodia, our purpose is more timely 
and important now than any other 
time in our history in Cambodia.

“as custodians of the financial well-
being of customers, banks are 
uniquely positioned to advise their 
customers on their protection and 
financial needs. We are pleased to 
partner with PPCbank and we look 
forward to helping protect the health 
and wealth of their customers.”

a subsidiary of South Korea’s Jb 
financial Group and apro financial 
Co Ltd and locally incorporated in 

September 2008, PPCbank says it 
operates across Cambodia through 
16 branches in Phnom Penh and 
seven in major provinces, in addition 
to its 65 aTMs.

The bank says it provides a full 
suite of products and services, rang-
ing from deposits and loans, to mod-
ern digital mobile applications, its 
internet-based corporate service 
‘smartbiz’ and its ‘Mobile Teller’ for 
in-branch and remote consulta-
tions.

Last year it listed corporate bonds 
on the Cambodia Securities 
exchange.
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‘recovery in M’sia 
manufacturing 
moderates in Jan’

China’s Xiaomi sues to reverse uS blacklisting

Global equity markets rally; 
silver soars to eight-year peak

THe recovery in the Malaysian 
manufacturing sector moderated 
last month due to rising Covid-19 
case numbers and stricter restric-
tions to try and curb the further 
spread of the virus, according to 
IHS Markit’s survey.

In its Malaysia Manufacturing 
Purchasing Managers’ Index 
(PMI) statement issued on feb-
ruary 1, the headline PMI – a 
composite single-figure indica-
tor of manufacturing perform-
ance – slipped to 48.9 last month 
from 49.1 in December.

It said businesses signalled the 
recovery in the manufacturing 
sector was hindered at the start 
of 2021 due to tighter curbs.

“both output and new orders 
were scaled back in January as 
the pandemic undermined 
demand, while export sales 
also lost further momentum 
as some external markets also 
battled a resurgence in infec-
tions,” it said in a statement.

IHS Markit said international 
restrictions introduced to slow 
the spread of Covid-19 pre-
sented significant disruptions 
to supply chains, as manufac-
turers reported difficulties 
sourcing and receiving inputs.

“The lower headline manu-
facturing PMI signalled a mar-
ginal deterioration in the 
health of the sector, although 
one that was significantly soft-
er than seen at the height of 
the pandemic,” it said.

It said the historical relation-
ship between the PMI and offi-
cial statistics suggests that gross 
domestic product (GDP) was 
trending towards broad stabili-
sation, though manufacturing 
output stagnated as the renewed 
rise in Covid-19 cases resulted 
in the introduction of tighter 
restrictions in both domestic 
and key international markets.

“both production levels and 
new orders were scaled back in 
January, although to lesser 
extents than seen in December.

“Manufacturers commonly 
reported that the pandemic 
had dampened demand and 
confidence, while new restric-
tions had caused output and 
sales to be scaled back. Supply 
constrains also limited pro-
duction and shipments.

“at the same time, new export 
orders saw a further modera-
tion in January, and to a greater 

extent than total new business 
as disruption in international 
markets strengthened as infec-
tions rose,” it said.

IHS Markit said Malaysian 
manufacturers recorded a sta-
bilisation in backlogs of work 
in the latest survey period fol-
lowing 28 months of depletion, 
indicating that pressure was 
building on existing capacity.

It also pointed out that firms 
signalled employment levels 
dipped slightly last month, fol-
lowing a near-stabilisation in 
December.

However, anecdotal evi-
dence suggested additional 
pressure was due to a lack of 
manpower to fulfil orders due 
to the pandemic.

“Goods producers continued 
to report significant supply chain 
delays during January. Supplier 
delivery times lengthened 
sharply as restrictions to combat 
Covid-19 both in Malaysia and 
abroad were tightened,” it said.

IHS Markit also said a global 
shortage of containers was 
also seen to have exacerbated 
shipping delays.

firms also indicated a reluc-
tance to raise and hold inven-
tories due to depressed demand 
conditions. Hence, stocks of 
both pre- and post-production 
inventories were depleted fur-
ther during January.

Difficulties in sourcing and 
receiving items contributed to 
a sharp increase in input costs, 
with the pace of inflation the 
quickest since May 2017.

as firms partially passed ris-
ing costs on to clients, output 
prices rose further in January, 
increasing at the fastest pace 
since april 2018.

Despite new lockdowns 
around the world and supply 
delays, manufacturers remained 
confident that output will 
increase over the coming 12 
months, citing hopes that the 
end of the pandemic would 
induce a recovery in domestic 
and external markets.

IHS Markit said optimism 
was the softest seen for five 
months as worries about the 
impact of the pandemic inten-
sified again during the month, 
in part due to concerns over 
recoveries being hindered by 
new variants of the virus. THE 

STAR (MALAYSIA)/ ASIA NEWS NETWORK

CHINeSe smartphone maker 
Xiaomi on January 31 said it had 
filed a lawsuit seeking to over-
turn the former Trump admin-
istration’s last-minute blacklist-
ing of the electronics giant.

Xiaomi said it filed the appeal 
with a Washington federal court 
on January 29 after former pres-
ident Donald Trump’s adminis-
tration barred investment in the 
firm, saying the beijing-head-
quartered company was a part 

of the Chinese military.
In a statement, Xiaomi said 

it “believes that the decision 
. . . was factually incorrect and 
has deprived the company of 
legal due process.

“With a view to protecting 
the interests of the global users, 
partners, employees and share-
holders of [Xiaomi], the com-
pany has pleaded to the courts 
to declare the decision illegal 
and that it be reversed,” the 

statement added.
Just six days before Trump 

left office, his officials made a 
series of announcements tar-
geting Xiaomi and other Chi-
nese firms including state oil 
giant CNOOC and embattled 
social media favourite TikTok.

Xiaomi – which overtook 
apple last year to become the 
world’s third-largest smart-
phone manufacturer – was 
one of nine firms the Pentagon 

classified as “Communist Chi-
nese military companies”.

The measure was seen as an 
attempt to cement Trump’s 
trade war legacy with China 
after four years of turbulent 
relations with beijing.

The blacklisting means uS 
investors cannot buy Xiaomi 
securities.

The company’s stock price 
dropped more than 10 per cent 
following the blacklisting. AFP

a
SIaN and european 
s t o c k  m a r k e t s 
bounced higher on 
february 1 following 

last week’s blood-letting as 
bargain-buyers moved in, 
while silver prices soared to an 
eight-year peak after it became 
a new target of chatroom-driv-
en retail buying, dealers said.

In europe, London stocks 
charged 1.2 per cent higher at 
midday while Paris and frank-
furt each added 1.3 per cent in 
early afternoon eurozone deals.

“european stock markets 
were broadly higher . . . as inves-
tors try to arrest a decline over 
the last fortnight,” said Mar-
kets.com analyst Neil Wilson.

Dealers remain on edge as 
surging infections and a stut-
tering vaccination rollout off-
set long-term hopes for the 
economic recovery.

Worries about online retail 
investors’ attack on Wall Street 
short traders was still causing 
angst on trading floors, with 
fears they are being forced to 
sell some equities to cover 
their backs.

Silver, the latest target, 
zoomed to an eight-year peak 
at $30.10 per ounce in early 
february 1 morning deals, 
before paring gains.

The precious metal has now 
soared by more than 16 per 
cent since January 28.

“Silver prices jumped . . . as 
investor interest turned on the 
metal due to expectations red-
dit traders will attempt to 
squeeze prices higher,” added 
Wilson. “retail traders are herd-
ing into silver in the same way 
they have driven the likes of 
GameStop over the last week.”

Traders have also been rattled 
by the soaring price of some 
companies that have been tar-
geted by amateur investors who 
have organised over reddit and 
other online forums.

Their huge buying spree of 
firms led by video-game store 
GameStop and cinema chain 
aMC has hammered short 
selling hedge funds who had 
bet their price would fall.

Global markets were a sea of 
red last week due to a combi-
nation of issues including ris-
ing virus cases, problems with 
countries’ immunisation pro-
grammes and worries about 
high valuations following a 

months-long rally.
New york’s three main indexes 

all ended on January 29 with 
steep losses and there is talk that 
equities will see a correction.

Still, the new week started on 
a positive note in asia, with Hong 
Kong and Seoul up more than 
two per cent, while Tokyo 
jumped more than one per cent 
and Shanghai won 0.6 per cent.

Data out of China at the 
weekend showed growth in 
economic activity appeared to 
have slowed last month as offi-
cials imposed fresh contain-
ment measures to counter 
new virus clusters in parts of 
the country.

The spotlight was also still 
on Washington with lawmak-
ers urged to approve new 
stimulus for the struggling uS 
economy.

There is a feeling that Joe 
biden’s $1.9 trillion plan will 
be whittled down as republi-
cans look to lower the cost, 
while a group of 10 senators 
from the party have proposed 
an alternative package, which 
they say could win the bipar-
tisan support biden has said 
he wants.

Senator Susan Collins, a 
moderate, said the group 
would release details of their 
plan on february 1. AFP

5G subscriptions reach 11.85 million in South Korea
THe number of subscribers to 5G 
network services in South Korea as 
of last year reached 11.85 million, 
according to government data on 
January 31. Mobile data traffic using 
5G networks too surged, due to the 
increasing number of 5G users, the 
government also reported.

according to the Ministry of Sci-
ence and ICT, the number of 5G 
subscribers in December increased 
8.4 per cent from a month earlier, 
continuing the upward trend in the 
previous month. The number of 5G 
users has increased by more than 
900,000 for a second straight month 
since November.

The increase was largely backed 
by the launch of apple’s iPhone 12 

in October, the ministry explained. 
The local telecommunications 
firms’ full-scale price competition 
for 5G devices and data plans also 
helped the number to increase, the 
ministry added.

The ministry expected the 5G 
subscriptions would continue to 
increase at a fast speed last month 
as Samsung electronics has intro-
duced its 5G-supporting Galaxy S21 
lineup. The increase could further 
accelerate as local telecommunica-
tion firms have started to introduce 
cheaper 5G data plans.

The number of 5G subscriptions 
is, however, still under the original 
target of 15 million that the tele-
communications industry suggest-

ed earlier last year.
by companies, SK Telecom has se-

cured 5.47 million 5G subscriptions, 
while KT and LG u+ trail with 3.61 
million and 2.75 million subscrip-
tions, respectively.

The ministry noted 5G data traffic 
in December reached 302,278 tera-
bytes, up from 200,000 terabytes six 
months prior.

During the same period, the data 
traffic of Long-Term evolution net-
works users declined to 399,193 
terabytes.

The ministry estimated 5G traffic 
would overtake that of 4G during the 
second half of this year, given the 
increasing number of 5G users. THE 

KOREA HERALD/ASIA NEWS NETWORK
SK Telecom has secured the most 5G subscriptions in South Korea, at 5.47 million. 
YONHAP NEWS AGENCY/THE KOREA HERALD

Traders have been rattled by the soaring price of some companies that have been targeted by amateur investors 
who have organised over Reddit and other online forums. AFP



EVEN as the Covid-19 pandemic rav-
ages the Singaporean economy, the 
number of people who were made 
bankrupt last year sank to the lowest 
in five years.

Bankruptcy orders tumbled more 
than 40 per cent to 965 from 1,645 in 
2019. Figures from the Ministry of Law’s 
Insolvency Office website showed more 
than 1,600 bankruptcy orders were made 
annually between 2016 and 2018.

Experts said the drop in numbers 
could be due to the Covid-19 (Tem-
porary Measures) Act and govern-
ment support schemes which pro-
vided temporary relief for financially 
distressed individuals.

Lawyer Chia Boon Teck of Chia Wong 
Chambers said: “Pre-Covid-19, the law 
allows a debtor 21 days to pay up on a 
statutory demand. However, the Cov-
id-19 [Temporary Measures] Act 2020 
extends the 21 days to six months. This 
in effect puts a five-month moratori-
um on outstanding debts.”

The Covid-19 law also raised the 
minimal debt from S$15,000 to 
S$60,000 (US$11,300 to US$45,000) 
so debtors owing less than S$60,000 
are not exposed to threats of bank-
ruptcy, he added.

Last year, bankruptcy applications 
fell to 2,833 from 3,473 in 2019, revers-
ing an upward trend since 2014.

Chia said: “The twin measures 
probably account for the drastic drop 
in bankruptcy applications.”

Maybank Kim Eng senior econo-
mist Chua Hak Bin said bankruptcies 
could have been far worse if not for 
the fiscal support and relief measures 
that also saw “the freezing of credi-
tors’ rights to commence legal action 
for default until late 2020”.

Figures from the Insolvency Office 
website also showed corporate insol-
vency numbers fell, with 206 applica-
tions filed for winding up between 
January and November last year, down 
from 368 in the same period in 2019.

Chua said: “We expect the number 
of bankruptcies to increase in 2021 
as the fiscal support and temporary 
relief measures are wound down.”

He added that such measures can 
help only firms suffering from a tem-
porary liquidity crunch, “but cannot 
save firms which are no longer viable 
in this new normal”.

Among the high-profile bankruptcy 
proceedings last year was a bankrupt-
cy bid filed against local hardware 

chain Home-Fix’s founder Low 
Cheong Kee and his younger brother 
by paint manufacturer Nippon Paint 
(Singapore) over a debt of S$500,000.

Political party Peoples Voice’s leader 
Lim Tean also faced bankruptcy claims 
totalling about S$1.45 million.

Nelson Loh, who was behind an 
audacious bid to buy English Premier 
League football club Newcastle United 
last year, was adjudged a bankrupt by 
the Singapore High Court in December. 
He had failed to pay an outstanding 
debt of over S$14 million to DBS Bank.

His cousin Terence Loh is also fac-
ing bankruptcy proceedings filed by 
Maybank over a S$3 million debt.

George (not his real name), a 
50-year-old bankrupt, said: “The gov-
ernment relief measures only helped 
to delay the proceedings. Financially 
distressed individuals would still be 
struggling to raise enough money to 
pay their debts amid the pandemic.”

He said he filed for bankruptcy as 
he was unable to pay his debts of over 
S$100,000 to various banks.

“Some people may think I had cho-
sen the easy way out, but it’s not. It 
was a difficult decision to make. 
Many companies will not hire me 

because I am a bankrupt. And I also 
can’t manage a business or act as 
director of a company.”

As at December 31, there were 
10,269 undischarged bankrupts.

A bankrupt may try to have his 
bankruptcy status annulled after 
paying off all outstanding debts. He 

can also apply to the High Court to 
grant him a discharge or the court-
assigned administrator may dis-
charge him after at least three years 
of good conduct, provided his debts 
do not exceed S$500,000 and his 
creditors do not object. THE STRAITS TIMES 

(SINGAPORE)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK
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BANGKOK-BASED Siam Ce-
ment Group’s (SCG) unaudit-
ed operating results for 2020 
show a seven-per-cent boost 
in profits year-on-year worth 
34.14 billion baht ($1.14 bil-
lion) thanks to better perfor-
mance in all its businesses, 
according to its president 
roongrote rangsiyopash.

However, revenue from sales 
dropped nine per cent year-
on-year to 399.94 billion bathe 
largely due to the drop in chem-
ical prices and sales volume.

The company attributed its 
success to the dedication of 
SCG staff who complied with 
strict Covid-19 measures com-
bined with operational agility 
and use of digital technology 
to explore new opportunities.

The 2020 operating results by 
business units are as follows:

Chemicals: Sales revenue 
dropped 17 per cent year-on-
year to 146.87 billion baht due 
to a drop in product prices and 
lower sales volume. Profit for the 
period rose 14 per cent year-on-
year to 17.67 billion baht as a re-
sult of higher product spread.

Cement and building mate-
rials: This unit recorded sales 
revenue of 171.72 billion baht, 
dropping seven per cent year-
on-year due to the pandemic 
and challenging economic 
environment. However, profit 
for the period came in at 6.42 
billion baht, an increase of 18 
per cent year-on-year due to 
efficiency improvements and 
lower production cost.

Packaging: Sales revenue of 
92.79 billion baht, up by four 
per cent year-on-year. Profit 
for the period also rose 23 per 
cent year-on-year to 6.46 bil-
lion baht.

SCG said the operation of 
its chemical business has 
been running smoothly both 
locally and overseas with ro-
bust business continuity and 
sales portfolio management.

The business has increased 
the sale of plastics for the pro-
duction of consumer prod-
ucts that are in high demand 
such as food packaging, bev-
erage packaging, and e-com-
merce packaging.

In markets that are hit hard 
by Covid-19, the business has 
shifted sales to markets less 
affected by lockdowns. The 
chemicals business has also ap-
plied digital technology, like a 
digital commerce platform that 
links purchase orders directly 
with supply management.

SCG has expanded its down-
stream businesses and is ex-
ploring new businesses to cre-
ate product differentiation and 
enhance business flexibility.

For circular economy so-
lutions, SCG has started the 
production of post-consumer 
recycled resins utilising used 
plastics.

The cement and building 
materials unit has boosted its 
operational efficiency by ad-
justing operations and busi-
ness models so they are in 
line with increased consumer 
appetite for hygiene products 
and e-commerce.

The packaging business has 
adapted itself to cope with 
economic fluctuations by fur-
ther reinforcing its integrated 
business model to build sus-
tainable growth in ASEAN.

SCG said: “The company 
has recently acquired shares 
in Bien Hoa Packaging to for-
tify its position and strength in 
upstream packaging business 
in Vietnam. On top of that, the 
company also acquired Go-Pak 
UK Ltd, a leading foodservice 
solution provider in the UK, 
Europe, and North America, 
with its production facilities 
in southern Vietnam. These 
acquisitions will augment 
market potential in the food-
packaging business.” THE NATION 

(THAILAND)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

SCG unveils strong 
operating results 
despite pandemic

Indonesia eyes 6% growth in 
non-oil, gas exports this year
T

HE Indonesian gov-
ernment is expect-
ing to achieve 6.3 per 
cent annual growth 

in Indonesia’s non-oil and 
gas exports this year as trad-
ing partners have started 
rolling out coronavirus vac-
cines to re-emerge from the 
pandemic-induced econom-
ic downturn.

Trade minister Muhamad 
Lutfi on January 29 said the 
growth target was based on 
the assumption that Indone-
sia’s economy would recover 
this year, in line with the fore-
cast outlined by various inter-
national organisations.

“Of course, there will be 
many factors that come into 
play,” Lutfi said in a virtual 
presser. “First, the success of 
vaccination not only in In-
donesia but also in its major 
trading partners. Second, the 
long-awaited reform through 
the Jobs Creation Law.”

The Covid-19 pandemic has 
disrupted international trade 
and global supply chains as 
mobility restrictions imple-
mented in various countries 
around the world hampered 
logistics. In addition, the slow-
ing global economy has result-
ed in weakening purchasing 
power and cooling demand.

Indonesia’s overall exports 
fell by 2.57 per cent year-on-
year to $163.3 billion last year 
while imports slumped by a 
steeper 17.35 per cent year-
on-year to $141.6 billion. As 
a result, the country booked a 
trade surplus of $21.7 billion, 
the second-highest in history.

This year’s target signalled 
an expectation for a rebound 
in non-oil and gas exports, 
which were down 0.58 per cent 
to $155 billion in 2020 from a 
year earlier, according to the 
ministry, quoting data from 
Statistics Indonesia (BPS).

The unusually high surplus 
last year was due to declining 

domestic demand as consum-
er spending and investment 
shrank, Lutfi said, in line with 
the pandemic-induced eco-
nomic downturn.

“Some 70 per cent or three-
quarters of Indonesia’s imports 
are raw and supporting ma-
terials. If raw and supporting 
materials are falling, it means 
industrialisation in the coun-
try is also declining, perhaps 
because consumer spending 
is down,” said the former Indo-
nesian ambassador to the US.

Indonesia’s economy shrank 
3.49 per cent year-on-year in 
the third quarter of last year, 
marking the country’s first re-
cession in around two decades. 
Consumer spending con-
tracted deeper by 4.04 per cent 

year-on-year and investment 
expenditure by 6.48 per cent 
year-on-year in the quarter.

The World Bank and the 
Asian Development Bank 
(ADB) have projected the 
country’s economy to grow 
4.4 per cent and 4.5 per cent, 
respectively, this year.

To support the export target 
achievement, the ministry 
is planning to promote ex-
ports of automotive products 
to new markets like China, 
Brazil and Myanmar, metals 
to Turkey, the UAE and the 
Philippines, rubber to China, 
Australia and Vietnam and 
electronics to the US, Austra-
lia and China.

Centre for reform on Eco-
nomics (COrE) Indonesia ex-

ecutive director Mohammad 
Faisal expressed optimism 
that imports would grow this 
year as Indonesia’s gross do-
mestic product (GDP) was 
expected to grow by at least 
three per cent.

At the same time, he also 
expected higher exports – 
despite being still below 10 
per cent – as the country’s 
main trading partners, such 
as China, recovered from the 
pandemic.

Moreover, the global econo-
my is also forecast to rebound 
and grow by 5.5 per cent year-
on-year this year, according 
to the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF), which is expected 
to boost trade once again. THE 

JAKARTA POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Indonesian trade minister Muhammad Lutfi gestures during a press conference in Jakarta on January 11.
INDONESIAN TRADE MINISTRY

The number of those made bankrupt in Singapore fell over 40 per cent last year, but 
could rise as measures wind down. THE STRAITS TIMES

Bankruptcy cases in Singapore at five-year low despite Covid
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thriving Philippine-Cam-
bodia trade and commercial 
relations have received a 
further boost with the official 

launch of the Philippine Chamber of 
Commerce in Cambodia (PhilCham 
Cambodia).

First formed in 2016 as a business 
network, PhilCham’s central mission 
is to promote Philippine-Cambodia 
commercial relations and to serve 
its members as a key resource for 
information sharing and business 
networking.

the launch held at raffles hotel Le 
royal on January 21 was attended by 
hE Penn Sovicheat – undersecretary 
of state at the Ministry of Commerce 
– who welcomed the creation of 
PhilCham in his keynote speech. 

vice-Consul and third Secretary 
of the Philippine Embassy in Phnom 
Penh Frances Louissa Cleofas was also 
in attendance.

the launch saw the presentation of 
the founding board of directors, with 
Benilda Custodio-Fernando – audit 
director at PwC (Cambodia) – to serve 
as founding president.

 “Everyone is valued and wel-
comed by the Philippine Chamber, 
and we will be happy to work and 
grow with you. 

“By becoming a member of Phil-
Cham Cambodia, you benefit from 
business intelligence from leaders of 
the Philippine business community, 
the promotion of your firm, network-
ing, access to business and political 
leaders, social activities and issue 
advocacy,” Custodio-Fernando said.

Bilateral trade between the two 
Asean nations in a Covid-hit 2020 
was worth some $49.05 million, 
with $25.09 million of imports into 
Cambodia, while $23.96 million of 
exports went the other way, ac-
cording to Philippine Department of 
trade and industry statistics.

Sundee M vinas was presented as 
founding executive director 
and ronald C Almera, man-
aging partner of grant-
thornton (Cambodia), as 
founding vice-president.

“Cambodia’s rapidly 
developing economy, 
open investment laws, 
attractive tax incen-
tives and competitive 
labour force have enticed 
several businesses and 
investments in various 
sectors, and as of last 
October, there were over 
90 Philippine companies 
registered at the Ministry 
of Commerce.

“With the establishment 

of PhilCham Cambodia and in part-
nership with the Philippine Embassy, 
we are looking into the possibility 
of seeing more Philippine franchises 
and brands in the Kingdom within the 
next five to 10 years.

“Philippine franchises and brands, 
as well as Philippine companies 
operating in the Kingdom, offer qual-
ity products, goods and competitive 
services that cater to the young and 
dynamic population of Cambodia. in 
addition, the presence of over 7,000 
Filipinos in Cambodia, who are mostly 
professionals, show how Filipinos are 
well liked and sought after by compa-
nies in the country,” said vinas.

vinas – who is the owner and 
founder of FiDi 
Events and Enter-

tainments –  
said develop-
ments region-
ally and 
further afield 
are set to  

boost investment 
and business  

opportunities. 
“Asean 

economic integration and the recently 
concluded regional Comprehensive 
Economic Partnership – rCEP – aim to 
improve market access for goods and 
boost trade facilitation developments. 

“given these developments, we 
expect more investments in the region 
and an increased flow of goods, not 
only among Asean, but also with  
rCEP members, including China,  
Japan, South Korea, Australia and  
new Zealand,” she said. 

‘Infinite possibilities’
PhilCham began in 2016 as an 

informal network of Philippine busi-
ness owners and executives based 
in Cambodia that served as venue 
for sharing information and best 
practices on doing business in the 
Kingdom. 

this was recently re-established to 
further promote Philippine-Cambodia 
commercial relations and serve as a 
venue for interaction and collabora-
tion among Philippine executives and 
entrepreneurs, as well as non-Filipino 
business owners wishing to do busi-
ness in Cambodia.

Jay ian L Capungan, founder of 
the teachers’ Learning Action guild 
in Cambodia and English second 
language coordinator at Footprints 
international School, is to serve as 
founding secretary. 

romyr A Libo-on – founder  
and managing director of Cambo-
dia international Models, and the 
national director for Miss Universe-
Cambodia – will serve as founding 
treasurer.

 Completing the board of directors 
are Maria rowena Medina, ninja Flor 
ricafort-hesita and Ben Betonio. 

Medina is marketing and digital 
communications manager at Oakwood 
Premier, while ricafort-hesita is the 

director of happybee Food Cambodia, 
who will be bringing the famous in-
ternational Philippine fast food chain 
Jollibee to the Kingdom. 

Betonio is the executive director 
and assistant to the chairman  
and CEO of the royal group of 
Companies. 

the launch primarily focused 
on the introduction of the board of 
directors and the uniquely designed, 
first-of-its-kind “PhilCham” mobile 
app developed by Bronx technology 

to connect to partners and members 
via Android and iOS devices.

“With the Philippine Chamber of 
Commerce in Cambodia, the Embassy 
has a partner in tapping the full 
potential of Philippines-Cambodia 
commercial, trade and investment 
relations.  

“the formal launching of this 
Chamber embodies infinite possibili-
ties in furthering the economic growth 
of both countries,” said Cleofas, the 
vice-consul. 

PhilCham founding to further propel 
Philippine-Cambodia trade relations

The founding board of directors – with HE Penn Sovicheat (centre left) and Frances Louissa Cleofas (third left) – was presented at the launch. hean rangsey 

 www.phnompenhpost.com/post-focus commerce

Philippine companies have had a long presence in the Kingdom. sUPPLIeD

Purefoods Tender Juicy – the Philippines’ No1 hotdog brand – is available in Cambodia. sUPPLIeD Benilda Custodio-Fernando. hean rangsey
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Police detained more than 4,800 people 
across russia and blocked off the centre 
of Moscow on January 31 in a massive 
clampdown on protests demanding the 
release of jailed Kremlin critic alexei Na-
valny.

Thousands of protesters defied gov-
ernment warnings to rally from Vladi-
vostok to Saint Petersburg in a second 
weekend of mass demonstrations over 
the arrest of President Vladimir Putin’s 
most prominent opponent.

Navalny was detained at a Moscow air-
port in mid-January after flying back to 
russia from Germany where he was re-
covering from an august poisoning that 
he blames on the Kremlin.

The 44-year-old anti-corruption cam-
paigner is being held in a Moscow deten-
tion centre and faces years of potential 
jail time in several different criminal 
cases, despite calls from Western gov-
ernments for his release.

in moves not seen for years in Moscow, 
authorities locked down the centre of 
the capital on January 31, with hundreds 
of police lining the streets, central Metro 
stations closed and restrictions on the 
movements of pedestrians.

Protesters who had hoped to gather 
outside the headquarters of the fed-
eral Security Service (fSb) were instead 
scattered to various parts of the city as 
organisers made last-minute changes in 
locations.

afP journalists saw dozens of protest-
ers detained and taken into police vans.

Several thousand were seen marching 
throughout the city centre, but it was un-
clear amid the chaos how many people 
took part in the demonstration.

independent monitor oVD-info said 
at least 4,818 people had been detained 

across the country, after reporting more 
than 4,000 detentions during similar 
protests on January 23.

it said at least 1,365 were detained in 
Moscow and 962 in Saint Petersburg, as 
well as 82 journalists across the country. 

uS Secretary of State antony blinken 
on Twitter condemned “the persistent 
use of harsh tactics against peaceful 
protesters and journalists by russian au-
thorities for a second week straight”.

The russian foreign ministry hit back, 
accusing the uS of “gross interference” 
in its affairs and of using “online plat-
forms controlled by Washington” to pro-
mote the protests.

eu foreign policy chief Josep borrell 
also said he deplored the “widespread 

detentions and disproportionate use of 
force” against protesters and journalists.

“russia needs to comply with its inter-
national commitments,” he added in a 
tweet.

Protesters chanted “freedom!” and 
“Putin is a thief!” as they marched 
through Moscow, braving bitter cold and 
snow. 

Several hundred protesters eventu-
ally gathered outside the Matrosskaya 
Tishina prison where Navalny is being 
held. Dozens were detained outside the 
complex.

“it’s almost embarrassing that the state 
is so afraid of us,” 31-year-old protester 
elisaveta Dementieva said at the Mos-
cow demonstration. afp

uS republican Party future in balance

More than 4,800 held as russian 
police clamp down on protests

South africa orders 20 
million doses of Pfizer 
coronavirus vaccine

u
S rePublicaNS on 
January 31 braced for a 
battle over the future of 
their party after former 

President Donald Trump changed 
lawyers days before his impeach-
ment trial in an apparent sign that 
he is determined to maintain the 
2020 election was fraudulent.

Trump’s Senate trial is due to start 
on february 9, but he parted ways 
with his legal team after they report-
edly refused to focus their defence on 
his baseless claims of election fraud, 
rather than on constitutional issues.

The trial of the former president for 
alleged “incitement of insurrection” 
over the storming on the capitol by his 
supporters has exposed a rift between 
Trump loyalists who dominate the re-
publican Party, and its moderate wing.

“The Senate trial . . . is going to call all 
republicans to take a position more 
clearly,” arkansas state governor asa 
Hutchinson told abc’s This Week.

“President Trump has helped 
build the party in the last four years, 
i hope he does not help to destroy 
the party in the coming four years.

“We’ve got to have a regard for those 
people that supported Donald Trump 
. . . but at the same time, we don’t want 
to gloss over the terrible actions that 
happened at the capitol.”

Trump looks increasingly likely to 
avoid conviction due to party sup-

port in the Senate – where all but 
five republicans already backed an 
attempt to throw out the case on 
constitutional grounds.

but the trial is still sure to see battle 
lines drawn over who controls the par-
ty following Trump’s first-term defeat.

on January 6, Trump gave a fiery 
speech outside the White House ex-
horting his supporters to march on 
the uS capitol to overturn the elec-
tion results.

The protesters then violently 
stormed the capitol buildings in 
scenes that shocked the world.

Trump still in charge?
“The president’s comments that 

day were partly responsible for what 
happened, for the horrible violence,” 
republican Senator rob Portman 
told cNN’s State of the Nation. “What 
he did was wrong and inexcusable.

“i am a juror. i’m going to keep 
an open mind as we go through 
this [trial]. but i do think that this 
constitutionality issue has to be ad-
dressed. We would be convicting a 
private citizen, someone who’s out 
of office. That sets up a precedent.”

adam Kinzinger, one of 10 republi-
cans in the House of representatives 
to vote for impeachment earlier this 
month, on January 31 said Trump 
was “desperate to continue to look 
like he’s leading the party”. afp

SouTH africa has secured 20 
million doses of the Pfizer/bi-
oNTech coronavirus vaccine, 
the health ministry said on 
January 31.

africa’s worst virus-hit 
country has yet to begin 
vaccinating its population 
against covid-19, stirring 
criticism over slow procure-
ment and lack of strategy.

a first shipment of astra-
Zeneca/oxford jabs pro-
duced in india is due to arrive 
on february 1, with injections 
expected to start two weeks 
later.

Health minister Zweli Mkh-
ize told The Sunday Times 
newspaper that 20 million 
additional vaccines had been 
ordered from uS drugmaker 
Pfizer.

“These vaccines are secured 
and awaiting manufacturers 
to submit final agreements 
with details of delivery dates 
and exact amounts,” said 
Mkhize, quoted in an article 
on January 31.

Health ministry spokes-
woman lwazi Manzi later 
confirmed the information 
via Whatsapp. 

The new Pfizer order will 
complement 12 million vac-
cine doses from the WHo-
backed covax facility, nine 
million Johnson & Johnson 
shots and 1.5 million as-
traZeneca/oxford vaccines 
– pushing the total supply 

secured so far to over 40 mil-
lion.

further allocations from the 
african union (au) are yet to 
be announced, said Manzi.

South africa aims to vacci-
nate 67 per cent of the popu-
lation, or 40 million people, 
by the end of the year.

Some vaccines will be pro-
vided by covax and the au, 
while others will be directly 
purchased from suppliers.

“We are reasonably com-
fortable that what we have 
paid for, signed for and are 
negotiating for will cover the 
numbers that we are look-
ing to vaccinate,” Mkhize as-
sured.

The minister added that 
storage of the Pfizer/bioN-
Tech vaccine, which needs to 
be kept at minus 70 degrees 
celsius, would not be an is-
sue.

“We have some capacity, 
mostly in academic institu-
tions. There are now com-
panies coming forward with 
storage and transit solutions,” 
he said.

South africa’s coronavirus 
outbreak has been accelerat-
ed by a new variant thought to 
be more contagious than ear-
lier forms and relatively more 
resistant to existing vaccines.

To date the country has 
recorded more than 1.45 
million infections and over 
44,000 deaths. afp

Then-US President Donald Trump meets with Arkansas state governor Asa Hutchinson (left) and Kansas state governor Laura 
Kelly (right) on May 20 in the Cabinet Room of the White House in Washington, DC. afp

Protesters oppose riot police during a rally in support of jailed Russian opposition leader Alexei 
Navalny in Saint Petersburg on Sunday. afp
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T
he Myanmar mili-
tary’s seizure of power 
on february 1 follows 
weeks of tensions 

with civilian leader aung San 
Suu Kyi and her government. 

Suu Kyi and other top civil-
ian leaders were taken into 
custody by soldiers on the 
same day as the first new par-
liamentary session was due to 
be held since a national elec-
tion last November.

here’s what we know so far:

How did the crisis begin?
Suu Kyi remains an im-

mensely popular figure in 
Myanmar despite her interna-
tional reputation being deeply 
tarnished over a crackdown 
on the country’s stateless ro-
hingya minority in 2017.

her National League for De-
mocracy (NLD) party swept 
last year’s poll in a landslide, 
winning by an even greater 

margin than the 2015 vote 
that brought the former No-
bel laureate to power. 

but the country’s military, 
which has ruled the country 
for most of the last 60 years, 
says the vote was plagued by 
irregularities. 

It claims to have uncovered 
more than 10 million instanc-
es of voter fraud and has de-
manded the government-run 
election commission release 
voter lists for cross-checking. 

Tensions grew after General 
Min aung hlaing – the head 
of the military and arguably 
Myanmar’s most powerful 
individual – gave a speech 
warning that the country’s 
constitution could be “re-
voked” if it is not respected. 

Last week army tanks were 
also briefly deployed on the 
streets of commercial hub yan-
gon, the capital Naypyidaw 
and elsewhere, along with pro-

tests against the election result 
by pro-military supporters.

What happens next?
The army has declared a 

state of emergency and says it 
will take power for 12 months.

Myint Swe, a former general 
who ran the powerful yan-
gon military command and 
the current vice-president of 
Myanmar, will become acting 
president for the year.

In a statement read out on 
military-run Myawaddy TV and 
signed by Myint Swe, he said 
control of “legislation, admin-
istration and judiciary” had 
been handed over to Min aung 
hlaing – effectively returning 
Myanmar to military rule.

Has this happened before?
Myanmar has been ruled 

by military regimes for most 
of its history since indepen-
dence from former colonial 

power britain in 1948.
General Ne Win ousted a ci-

vilian administration in 1962, 
saying it was not competent 
enough to govern. 

he ran the country for the 
next 26 years but stepped down 
in 1988 after huge nationwide 
protests against economic stag-
nation and authoritarian rule.

a new generation of mili-
tary leaders took command 
a few weeks later, citing the 
need to restore law and order 
in the country. 

Junta leader General Than 
Shwe stepped down in 2011, 
handing over power to a gov-
ernment of retired generals 
after adopting the country’s 
current constitution. 

Will the constitution stand?
The 2008 constitution carves 

out a powerful ongoing politi-
cal role for the military, giving 
them control of the key interior, 

border and defence ministries. 
any changes need the sup-

port of military lawmakers, 
who control a quarter of seats 
in the country’s parliament.

Its guarantee of military 
power makes the constitution a 
“deeply unpopular” document, 
according to yangon-based po-
litical analyst Khin Zaw Win. 

Suu Kyi and her government 
have been trying to amend the 
charter since winning the 2015 
election, with little success.

During the last term she cir-
cumvented a rule that prevented 
her from assuming the presiden-
cy by taking the de facto leader-
ship role of “state counsellor”.

This loophole is one of sev-
eral the military did not fore-
see, political analyst Soe My-
int aung said. 

“from their perspective, it 
has lost significant control 
over the political process,” he 
said. AFP

Laos set to earn revenue from sale of carbon credit
The Lao government expects to earn 
its first income from the sale of carbon 
credit next year after signing an agree-
ment with the World bank.

forestry Department deputy director-
general Khamsene Oukham last week 
said the government had signed an agree-
ment with the World bank to sell carbon 
credits from designated forest areas in the 
six northern provinces of huaphan, 
Luang Prabang, Oudomxay, Luang 
Namtha, bokeo and Xayaboury.

“We expect to receive about $15 mil-
lion from the sale of carbon credit in 
2022,” he told Vientiane Times. The 
actual amount of money earned will 
depend on the amount of carbon cred-
its available from these areas.

under the agreement with the World 
bank, the relevant sectors will reassess the 
production of carbon credit from the des-
ignated areas in 2022 to determine the 
total amount of carbon credits available.

“If we are unable to protect forest areas, 
there will be less carbon credits and we 
will not earn so much from this business 
arrangement,” Khamsene said.

according to the World bank, the 
international financial institution has 

committed a budget of about $42 mil-
lion under the forest Carbon Partner-
ship facility to purchase carbon credits 
from Laos from 2020 to 2025.

The bank’s initiative aims to reduce 
carbon emissions released into the 
atmosphere, one of the main causes of 

global warming and extreme weather 
patterns around the world.

Developing, developed nations and 
major corporates have agreed to buy car-
bon credits from countries as part of their 
social business responsibilities.

forestry officials say the government 

is strongly committed to protecting for-
ests and hopes to earn income from sale 
of carbon credit. however, the existing 
challenges in protecting natural habitats 
remain unresolved.

Officials say that one of the key chal-
lenges is poverty among communities 
living in and around designated forest 
areas, which makes it difficult for the 
authorities to enforce the law concern-
ing forest protection.

In addition, the capacity of authorities 
to protect forests must be strengthened 
so they can effectively protect large are-
as, which cover about 35 per cent of the 
country’s total land area.

In order to protect forest areas, for-
estry officials say the government will 
use money earned from the sale of car-
bon credit as well as sourcing funds 
from development partners to reduce 
poverty in the designated areas.

People in communities surrounding 
the designated forest areas need to 
have sustainable jobs and income so 
they do not encroach into forests and 
be lured by businesspeople to fell trees 
for sale, Khamsene said. VIENTIANE TIMES/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Myanmar 
coup: what 

we know

Myanmar State Counsellor Aung San Suu 
Kyi speaks during a visit in Thayarwaddy 
township, Bago region. Suu Kyi has been 
‘detained’ by the military, her party 
spokesman said early on Monday. AFP

A Laotian fisherman casts his net in the Mekong river in Luang Prabang. AFP

all banks 
closed after 
emergency 
declaration 
Continued from page 1

Democracy (NLD) an over-
whelming landslide, but 
sparked allegations of vote 
irregularities by the routed 
military-backed party. 

Newly appointed uS Secretary 
of State antony blinken also 
called on Myanmar’s military 
“to release all government offi-
cials and civil society leaders and 
respect the will of the people of 
burma as expressed in demo-
cratic elections on November 8”.

before the coup, Washington, 
alongside several other Western 
nations, had urged the mili-
tary to “adhere to democractic 
norms” in a January 29 state-
ment that came as the com-
mander-in-chief threatened to 
revoke the country’s constitution. 

Australia   
“We call on the military to re-

spect the rule of law, to resolve 
disputes through lawful mech-
anisms and to release imme-
diately all civilian leaders and 
others who have been detained 
unlawfully,” australian foreign 
Minister Marise Payne said.

India 
“We have noted the develop-

ments in Myanmar with deep 
concern. India has always been 
steadfast in its support to the 
process of democratic transition 
in Myanmar. We believe that the 
rule of law and the democratic 
process must be upheld,” In-
dia’s Ministry of external affairs 
said in a statement.

The UN 
uN Secretary-General an-

tonio Guterres “strongly” 
condemned the military’s de-
tention of Suu Kyi, President 
Win Myint and other leaders.

“These developments rep-
resent a serious blow to dem-
ocratic reforms in Myanmar,” 
spokesman Stephane Dujar-
ric said in a statement.

Singapore
Singapore’s Ministry of for-

eign affairs expressed “grave 
concern about the latest situ-
ation in Myanmar”, adding 
hopes that all parties would 
“exercise restraint”.

The city-state advised Sin-
gaporeans in Myanmar to 
stay vigilant “in view of the 
fluid situation”.

Canada 
bob rae, Canada’s ambas-

sador to the uN, tweeted that 
Myanmar’s military “wrote 
the Constitution this way so 
they could do this”.

“The Constitution of 2008 
was specifically designed to 
ensure military power was 
deeply entrenched and pro-
tected,” he said.

all Myanmar banks nation-
wide were closed on february 
1 following the coup and decla-
ration of a state of emergency. 

“all member banks of Myan-
mar banks association are to 
close their bank unanimously 
starting from february 1,” ac-
cording to an announcement 
by the association, which said 
it was due to a poor internet 
connection. AFP
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I
N JuLy 2017, 122 states agreed 
to endorse a new international 
agreement that would ban 
nuclear weapons from existence 

in the world. realising the massive 
humanitarian impact of nuclear 
weapons, the Treaty on the Prohibi-
tion of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW) 
was heralded as the first step to safe-
guarding humanity’s future by elimi-
nating nuclear weapons altogether. 

Not only prohibiting the use of 
nuclear weapons, the TPNW also 
prohibits the threat to use, develop-
ment, production, testing and stock-
piling of nuclear weapons. The TPNW 
not only bans nuclear weapons from 
being used or developed, the treaty 
also focuses on victim assistance and 
environmental remediation from the 
effects of nuclear weapons use and 
testing.   

The treaty will also integrate with the 
existing international system gradually 
built by other treaties related to the 
non-proliferation of nuclear weapons. 
In fact, the TPNW will complement the 
present mechanism – with the Treaty 
on the Southeast asia Nuclear Weap-
ons-free Zone being part of it. 

Given the comprehensive prohibi-
tion against and regulation of nuclear 
weapons under this treaty, many 
dubbed the TPNW’s adoption as the 
triumph of humanity. 

There was, however, uncertainty 
whether the treaty would be effective 
and whether it would be ratified by a 
sufficient number of states to take 
legal effect. This doubt can now be 
replaced with a more optimistic note. 
at the time that this article is being 
written, 51 states have ratified the 
treaty, surpassing the threshold of 50 
ratification instruments for it to 
come into force. 

On January 22, the TPNW officially 
entered into force and became part 
of the international law framework 
that is dedicated to the elimination of 
nuclear arsenals. 

It was indeed a long and, at times, 
difficult road for the international 
community to reach this milestone. 

In 2017, only three countries rati-
fied the treaty. In 2018, 16 countries 
followed suit. In 2019, 15 more coun-
tries ratified the treaty. The following 
year, the number of ratifications 
finally reached 51 when 17 countries 
ratified the instrument even in the 
midst of the Covid-19 pandemic. 

What does this progress tell us? 
This commitment quite categorically 
illustrates that humanity does and 

must prevail. Countries, along with 
international organisations such as 
the International Committee of the 
red Cross (ICrC) and the uN, as well 
as civil society groups, have a com-
mon understanding that a nuclear 
weapons-free world is the future that 
our next generations deserve. 

as a long-awaited tool to prevent 
any future use of nuclear weapons 
that humankind could never effec-
tively respond to, the TPNW is even 
more welcomed. The Covid-19 pan-
demic has highlighted our chal-
lenged public healthcare systems and 
their incapacity to deal with a large-
scale public health emergency of cat-
astrophic proportions, such as what 
the use of nuclear weapons would 
create, just as the international com-
munity would also be unable to pro-
vide adequate humanitarian assist-
ance to deal with the magnitude of 
the devastation and suffering caused. 

This realisation is likely what drove 
more countries to ratify the TPNW in 
2020 when a global pandemic of 
unprecedented nature was severely 
affecting almost every aspect of our 
lives and continues to do so in 2021. 

younger generations, who will steer 
and inherit this planet, have spoken 
out against nuclear weapons. a 2019 
global survey commissioned by the 

ICrC that polled more than 16,000 
millennials (aged 20-35) from 16 
countries, including from Indonesia, 
found major support for the aboli-
tion of nuclear weapons. 

The survey also showed that this 
young generation agrees that it is 
never acceptable to use nuclear 
weapons. 

In terms of joining a treaty that 
completely prohibits nuclear weap-
ons, 54 per cent of the respondents 
from Indonesia said they would want 
to see their country join such a treaty. 
Similar views were shared by millen-
nials from the 15 other countries sur-
veyed (afghanistan, ukraine, Colom-
bia, Switzerland, Nigeria, Israel, 
Malaysia, france, Syria, russia, the 
uK, the uS, South africa and Mexi-
co). Only 13 per cent of Indonesian 
respondents opposed Indonesia’s 
participation in the said treaty. 

The more significant outcome from 
the above survey is that more than 80 
per cent of the respondents consid-
ered the mere existence of nuclear 
arsenals a threat to humanity. The 
views of these millennials are in fact 
compatible with what many states 
wanted to achieve through the 
TPNW, namely a world free of nucle-
ar weapons for humanity’s future 
generations. 

To achieve this overall objective, the 
TPNW also seeks universal adherence 
from all countries by requiring state 
parties to push for ratification by 
those that are not yet to it. The goals 
of the TPNW are, after all, best actual-
ised when promoted and respected 
together. Sharing this confidence, the 
ICrC would thus welcome more rati-
fications of the treaty by states to fur-
ther guarantee the complete elimina-
tion of nuclear weapons and ensure 
that humanity prevails. 

In addition, the ICrC welcomes the 
reaffirmation of the goal of preserving 
Southeast asia as a nuclear weapons-
free zone, which was made during the 
aSeaN foreign Ministers’ retreat on 
January 21. It also welcomes the state-
ment stressing the importance of the 
full and effective implementation of 
the Treaty on the Southeast asia 
Nuclear Weapons-free Zone (SeaN-
WfZ Treaty), which is a regional treaty 
on a nuclear weapons-free zone. 

This regional treaty is now comple-
mented by another international 
agreement that can strengthen the 
overall objective of having a nuclear 
weapons-free world. THE JAKARTA POST/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK

The author is the head of the ICRC’s regional 
delegation to Indonesia and Timor-Leste

Opinion
Alexandre Faite

A nuclear weapons-free world 
for future generations

Peace activists wearing masks of Russian President Vladimir Putin (left) and US President Joe Biden pose with mock nuclear missiles in 
front of Berlin’s landmark the Brandenburg Gate on January 29 in an action to call for more progress in nuclear disarmament. AfP
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The lowtech tools of an ugly trade
Hong Raksmey

r
OPeS, wires and 
cables are sold every-
where at a very low 
price and these ma-

terials are used to make snares 
and traps to hunt wild animals. 

To those animals, these 
simple lengths of rope or 
cable are effectively weapons 
of mass destruction because 
they cause massive and in-
discriminate death when de-
ployed over a wide area.

There are three lethal wild-
life snare types and two lethal 
wildlife trap types in common 
use in Cambodia.

a snare is defined as nooses 
made of twisted cable, metal 
wire or rope with one end an-
chored to the ground or tied 
to a plant or pole. 

The three snare types are 
the nylon rope or cow rope 
snares, metal wire snares and 
cable snares. If an animal 
steps into the loop of a snare 
it will find itself tethered in 
place or even hanging upside 
in the air from a tree branch.

The two common trap types 
are the foothold trap and the 
electrified trap. The foothold 
trap is a set of jaws on a spring 
that clamp together on the ani-
mal’s foot. electrified traps are 
exactly what they sound like 
– metal constructs like cages, 
fences or often simply trip wires 
– that are hooked into a power 
supply which electrocutes the 
animal when turned on.

“Snares and lethal wildlife 
traps are silent killers and 
they trap creatures quietly. 
The materials are low in price 
and easy to buy and install. 
They are brutally effective 
poaching methods,” says 
Seng Teak, Country Director 
of WWf-Cambodia.

“Lethal and electrified traps 
can kill humans as well as an-
imals but they are so effective 
at killing animals that they 
strip the natural habitat of 
them,” he says during a meet-
ing in Mondulkiri. 

Teak says that in the 1950s, 
Cambodia was seen by scien-
tists and researchers as a par-
adise for wild animals in asia 
and it was thought by some to 
have the second largest ani-
mal population in the world 
after africa. 

“That claim was evidently 
made in a document about 
banteng, wild ox, wild buffalo 
and gaur in Cambodia by an 
american researcher in 1951,” 
says Teak, who has served as 
country director since 2017. 

Teak says that his organi-
sation World Wide fund for 
Nature (WWf-Cambodia) re-
cently issued a report about 
the snaring and trapping cri-
sis in Southeast asia. 

He says their report indi-
cates that more than 12.3 mil-
lion traps and snares may be 
threatening wild animals in 
the region on any given day. 

“across eleven protected 
nature reserve areas in Cam-
bodia, Laos, Vietnam, Malay-

sia and Indonesia the total 
number of snares and traps 
confiscated was over 370,000 
in the nine years between 
2010 and 2019,” says Teak. 

“In Cambodia, we don’t know 
how many of them are in our 
protected areas exactly,” ac-
cording to Ministry of envi-
ronment secretary of state and 
spokesman Neth Pheaktra.

“but we can say that about 
50,000 snares are removed by 
our rangers from the nature re-
serves per year,” says Pheaktra.

He says wildlife cameras 
have also shown that many an-
imals are injured by snares and 
traps even when they manage 
to escape them and some have 
been seen walking with snares 
still looped around their legs. 

Men Theoun, a forest ranger 
in Phnom Prich Wildlife Sanc-
tuary for more than 10 years 
now, says that traps are com-
monly deployed everywhere 
in the protected areas. 

“In the past hunts were lim-

ited to guns, and only market-
able animals were killed. but 
today snares and traps indis-
criminately capture all forms 
of animals,” says Theoun, who 
changed his ways over 10 years 
ago, transforming from a deadly 
hunter into a dedicated ranger 
who has won awards recognis-
ing his outstanding work.

Public empathy was stirred 
recently by a photo depicting 
a banteng with tears in its eyes 
that had been trapped for sev-
eral days in Sorng rukhavorn 
Wildlife Sanctuary before it was 
discovered and officials arrived 
and intervened to free it. 

unfortunately, the poor 
creature died not long after be-
ing freed due to severe injuries 
it had suffered over the 10 day 
ordeal the poachers and their 
snares had put it through. 

“It died from a number of 
causes – he had no food to eat 
or water to drink. It tried to 
make its way out of the trap 
and though we tried our best 

to rescue him, he was too far 
gone to survive in the end,” 
Pheaktra says sombrely.

Pheaktra says the most dan-
gerous poaching method is the 
electrified trap. The metal wire 
connected to the battery can 
be a hundred meters long. 

He explains that with electric 
traps the poachers hide them-
selves and wait for the right 
moment to turn the power on 
and the electricity can cause 
many animals to faint or even 
kill them outright.

rangers have to be espe-
cially careful around electri-
fied traps because they can 
often easily kill humans, too.

Pheaktra says that in the last 
10 years the number of banteng 
– which was already consid-
ered a rare species – has plum-
meted dramatically with losses 
of up to 72 per cent of the entire 
population in Cambodia.

Pheaktra mentions that there 
are only approximately 856 
banteng left now between both 

of the Cambodian wildlife sanc-
tuaries which they are found in.

“This sharp decline in pop-
ulation numbers for wild spe-
cies is a global trend right now, 
sadly. It is due mainly to a loss 
of natural habitat and also hu-
man activities that disrupt the 
little amount of designated 
habitat wild animals have left 
in the world, such as snares 
and traps,” Pheaktra says. 

The efforts to curb wildlife 
destruction made by the Min-
istry of environment’s rang-
ers, partnered NGOs and local 
communities serving as ani-
mal protectors have met with 
some successes with gains 
in the population size of yel-
low-cheeked gibbons, black-
shanked doucs, peacocks and 
a few other species.

but more must be done, 
Pheaktra says, particularly 
more efforts to end the use of 
snares and traps.

“research shows that there 
were enormous numbers of 
wild animals present prior 
to 2010 when there were less 
snares and traps. We see the 
wildlife populations dropping 
sharply and the number of 
traps rising rapidly at the same 
time so it’s clearly a causative 
factor,” Pheaktra says.

“for just Mondulkiri in the 
last decade alone almost 10,000 
traps were removed from the 
protected areas,” he says, shak-
ing his head in disgust.

Teak also recognises the re-
sponsibility his organisation 
has to do everything they can 
to assist the ranger’s campaign 
to prevent the forest from be-
ing emptied of wildlife. 

“The rangers do their best 
when they are on duty. be-
tween 2013 and 2019, they col-
lected more than 20,000 traps 
and more than 5,000 of those 
were electrified traps. The rang-
ers seized 4,772 traps and freed 

109 living wild animals while 
arresting 42 people in 2020.”

Srepok Wildlife Sanctuary 
(SWS) is a protected area of 
372,971ha that has recently 
seen the formation of a law 
enforcement task force to 
crack down on illegal wildlife 
trafficking. 

“To put a stop to illegal wild 
animal trafficking, we cre-
ated a task force to research 
the routes traffickers use for 
wildlife transportation and 
we then used that informa-
tion to find the markets and 
restaurants they sell to. 

“We freed more than 100 
animals and put them all 
back into their natural habi-
tats in 2020,” says Pen Pheak-
tra, chief of SWS.

The Ministry of environ-
ment deploys more than 1,200 
rangers over 7.3 million hect-
ares of protected area, which 
amounts to a stunning 41 per 
cent of all land in Cambodia. 

The protected land is spread 
across 68 areas including wild-
life sanctuaries, national parks, 
mixed-use areas and areas for 
sustainable development.

In Srepok Wildlife Sanctu-
ary and Phnom Prich Wildlife 
Sanctuary there are 51 rang-
ers, 46 animal protectors and 
588 community rangers on a 
total of nearly 6,000sq km in 
Mondulkiri. 

Teak explained that when 
rangers receive a report of a 
living animal found caught 
in a trap they have to proceed 
cautiously and make sure 
they have the right personnel 
and equipment on hand.

“It can be very risky to release 
trapped animals because they 
are scared and in pain. you must 
have training to do it because 
large animals will fight you to 
protect themselves even if you 
are trying to help, they don’t 
know that,” Teak explains. 

Normally the rescue team 
requires use of an anaes-
thetic or sedative on animals 
before freeing them from the 
trap. This also allows them to 
administer further medical 
care or transport the animal 
back to a centre to let it regain 
strength before freeing it. 

Pheaktra is clearly worried 
about the ongoing destruction 
of wildlife and natural habitat in 
Cambodia and across the world 
and he makes an impassioned 
appeal to all Cambodians to 
stop consuming bushmeat and 
to stop using traditional rem-
edies made from wild animals 
before it’s too late.

“I call on all the authorities 
in Stung Treng, ratanakkiri, 
Kratie and Mondulkiri to work 
together to stop poaching, 
wildlife trafficking and the 
sale of illegal meats in their 
areas now and I call on Khmer 
citizens to protect our nation’s 
natural heritage,” Pheaktra 
says with a renewed hope 
that this will be the year that 
all Cambodians will make a 
stand and join in solidarity as 
a community against the ille-
gal wildlife trade.

Srepok Wildlife Sanctuary chief Pen Pheaktra (second right) demonstrates use of traps to the environment ministry’s Neth Pheaktra. YOUSOS APDOULRASHIM

Poacher’s brutal tools: rope snare; wire snare; cable snare; foothold trap; electric trap. YOUSOS APDOULRASHIM
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Opposite of a blessing
  6 One of the major world religions
 11 I-M link
 14 PC text format
 15 Music’s “March King”
 16 Abu Dhabi’s land (Abbr.)
 17 True pleasure
 19 NYC bus and train group
 20 E-I-E-I-O
 21 Swinelike beast
 23 Dried (off)
 26 Gotten out of bed
 27 Some reasons for glasses
 28 The “se” in “per se”
 30 Children
 31 Responds peevishly
 32 Engine lubricant
 35 Conclude
 36 Not worth a dime
 38 Genetic transmitters (Abbr.)
 39 Alumna identifier, sometimes
 40 Kind of post
 41 Comet alternative
 42 Learned teacher
 44 Danson played him
 46 Prepare for mummification

 48 Message middleman
 49 Electric battery inventor
 50 Peace in the Middle East?
 52 What the maid lost to be mad?
 53 Be a party pooper
 58 Hair arrangements
 59 Lop off branches
 60 Popular singing star
 61 It makes lush slush
 62 Organizes, as mail
 63 Domingo or Tomas
DOWN
  1 One that’s tired?
  2 “___ as directed”
  3 Name on a VCR, perhaps
  4 He played Bilko
  5 Ideals or phantoms
  6 Marooned, in a way
  7 Gardener’s dirt
  8 Tire nuts
  9 Cigar refuse
 10 Pad with springs
 11 Shows elation, in a way
 12 Interviewer Couric
 13 Absorb
 18 Females in natural wool

 22 Have a malady
 23 Commuter’s coin, once
 24 Express a viewpoint
 25 Marital ideal
 26 “Raiders of the Lost Ark” snakes
 28 Shoreline irregularity
 29 1.3-ounce Asian weight
 31 Hemmed or basted
 33 Totally ridiculous
 34 Less severe
 36 Removes, as a necklace
 37 Come across as
 41 Shaded walk
 43 Straw grass
 44 Certain cheese sandwich
 45 Hellos from Hawaiians
 46 Duck
 47 Early recordings
 48 Breathing anomalies
 50 Whiskey concoction
 51 Something dropped
 54 Voting yes
 55 Wetlands
 56 Utmost (Abbr.)
 57 Prefix for “natal” or “classical”

“HAPPINESS” 

Monday’s solution

Monday’s solution

Weaving tradition slowly 
revives in troubled Libya

I
n front of a bundle of 
palm fronds, Halima Mo-
hamad squats down to 
weave in an abandoned 

school in tawergha, a town 
once a flashpoint in Libya’s 
decade-long war.

Mohamad makes baskets 
from date palm leaves, using 
traditional skills handed down 
over the generations and re-
connecting her to a way of life 
nearly destroyed by the chaos 
of conflict.

“We must preserve this heri-
tage inherited from our ances-
tors,” said 55-year-old Mo-
hamad. “It’s our identity.”

the mother of two spends 
an average of 16 hours a day 
in the room that serves as her 
workshop, plaiting the fronds 
into baskets, trays, floor mats 
and wall decorations.

the town has suffered; when 
Libyan dictator Muammar 
Gaddafi was toppled in 2011 in 
a nato-backed uprising, peo-
ple took revenge on those seen 
as his supporters – including 
the entire town of tawergha.

Its 40,000 residents, many 
the descendants of slaves, 
were forced to flee, with mili-
tia forces torching homes and 
destroying buildings.

Scars of war
residents like Mohamad ran 

for their lives – barely surviv-
ing for seven years in hard-
scrabble dusty camps scat-
tered across the country, and 
forbidden to return home.

the oil-rich north african 
nation has been riven by civil 
war ever since the fall of Gad-
dafi, but rival sides finally 
agreed a fragile ceasefire last 
october.

under a separate deal struck 
in June 2018 with the backing 
of the un-recognised Gov-
ernment of national accord 
(Gna), residents of tawergha 
began to slowly come back.

around a third of the original 
population of the town have 
returned, though the scars 
of war remain, with houses 
riddled with bullet holes and 
craters left by artillery fire.

for some, the town’s ancient 
tradition of weaving offers a 
way to earn an income – as 
well as resuming a way of life 
that the war had stopped.

for Mohamad, her primary 
motivation is money. “I work 
long hours because the in-
come is decent,” she said.

as she sits knotting the long 
thin leaves together, the fresh 
scent brings back memories 
of her childhood.

Keeping traditions alive
She follows the repetitive 

handwork in moves learnt 
from her elders, and colours 
the strands with three tradi-
tional dyes – blue, green and 
purple – to add splashes of 
design.

“We use special dyes,” she 
said. “We fill large barrels in 
which we boil the palm leaves 
until they soak up the colours.”

as her fingers twist and tie 
the thin stems, she explained 
how her relatives had taught 
her to select supple strands 
and to then “dry them in the 
sun for several days”.

then the leaves are “soaked 
in water to soften them” be-
fore the weaving work can 
even begin, she added.

“My father and my sisters 
have been working in bas-
ketry for almost 50 years, and 
I started doing it 20 years ago,” 
she said.

a workshop run by a local 
group and supported by the 
International organisation 
for Migration (IoM) brought 
in experts to help perfect the 
weaving techniques.

there is no shortage of 
raw material, with thou-
sands of date trees dotted 
all around.

“In the past there was a fa-
mous Monday market, where 
artisans traded handicrafts, 
crockery and woven textiles,” 
said faraj abdallah, head of 
a handicrafts association in 
tawergha.

but the weavers still struggle, 
competing against modern 
goods and cheaper imports 
from neighbouring alge-
ria, egypt and tunisia, while 
weavers say there is no export 
strategy.

“the authorities must al-
low exports to allow this craft 
to prosper,” said Mahmud 
Khairi, owner of a basket shop 
in tawergha. AFP

People inspect palm wicker products on display, made by Halima Mohamad, one of the residents who returned to 
the city of Tawergha after fleeing in the aftermath of the 2011 toppling of Libyan dictator Muammar Gaddafi. AFP

Halima Mohamad sits making palm wicker products at a home in Tawergha, some 200km east of Libya’s capital 
close to the port city of Misrata on December 12. AFP
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barcelona set to sue over claims 
Messi contract worth $673 million
b

arcelona will take 
legal action against 
the Spanish newspa-
per El Mundo after 

it published details on Janu-
ary 31 of lionel Messi’s cur-
rent contract, which it says is 
worth up to €555 million ($673 
million) over four years. 

barca responded by also in-
sisting they were not respon-
sible for the leak, although 
the club did not deny the de-
tails of the report.

El Mundo say the deal 
signed by Messi in 2017 is 
the “largest in the history of 
sport” and called it the “co-
lossal contract that ruins bar-
celona”. 

The 33-year-old could end 
up collecting a maximum of 
€555,237,619 before it expires 
on June 30 this year, if all con-
ditions were met. 

With six months left of the 
deal to run, “the player has 
already earned €511,290,052, 
almost 92 per cent of the pos-
sible total”, the report claims.

The leak comes as barce-
lona are wrestling with a dire 
financial situation, worsened 
by the pandemic, and with 
Messi’s future still up in the 
air, given the striker can leave 
the club for free this summer. 

“In view of the information 
published today in the news-
paper El Mundo, in relation 
to the professional contract 
signed between fc barcelona 
and the player lionel Messi, 
the club regrets its publica-
tion given that it is a private 
document governed by the 
principle of confidential-
ity between the parties,” said 
barcelona in a statement.

“fc barcelona categorically 
denies any responsibility for 
the publication of this docu-

ment, and will take appropri-
ate legal action against the 
newspaper El Mundo, for any 
damage that may be caused 
as a result of this publication.

“fc barcelona expresses its 
absolute support for lionel 
Messi, especially in the face 
of any attempt to discredit his 
image, and to damage his re-
lationship with the club where 
he has worked to become the 
best player in the world and 
in football history.” 

according to the report, 
Messi earned €115 million 
just for signing the contract in 
2017 and among his potential 
bonuses is a €3,548,644 re-
ward for winning the cham-
pions league and €2,365,766 
for winning la liga, El Mundo 
claims.

His club contract dwarfs 
those of the other top earners 
in global sport. 

Patrick Mahomes, the Kan-
sas city chiefs quarterback, 

last year signed the biggest 
contract in north american 
sport, worth a minimum of 
$450 million, but it is 10 years 
long. 

cristiano ronaldo’s contract 
with Juventus is worth a re-
ported €30 million a year, but 
bonuses may have taken it 
up to €70 million last season. 
ronaldo also earns more from 
endorsements than Messi.

Messi is set to decide in the 
coming months whether he 

wants to stay at barcelona or 
leave the club he joined as a 
13-year-old and where he has 
become arguably the greatest 
player of all time.

frustrated with barca’s de-
cline in recent years, the ar-
gentinian also feels unfairly 
blamed for worsening perfor-
mances on the pitch.

Manchester city and Paris 
Saint-Germain are the favou-
rites to sign Messi if he choos-
es to leave. AFP

Home Tour hopes up with citroen sponsorship 
car giant citroen has stepped into 
french cycling’s covid-19 economic 
breach, providing sponsorship for a 
delighted aG2r World Tour team, now 
known as citroen-aG2r.

The deal means citroen’s name will 
reach hundreds of millions of televi-
sion viewers in 190 countries over the 
three weeks of the Tour de france.

after a 36-year wait, breathless 
french fans hope citroen’s millions 
can build a new wave of domestic suc-
cess and produce the first home Tour 

de france win since bernard Hinault 
took his fifth title back in 1985.

The renamed team made its debut on 
Sunday in the Grand Prix la Mar-
seillaise, a second-tier one-day race, 
where aurelien Paret-Peintre carried 
the new team’s shirt to its first victory.

citroen and aG2r have splashed out 
on a €23 million ($28 million) annual 
budget for this year, €7 million more 
than in 2020.

“We will bring in one or two Grand 
Tour contenders,” team boss Vincent 

lavenu insisted.
This sparked enthusiastic specula-

tion on social media that french hero 
and world champion Julian alaphilippe 
and the climber Thibaut Pinot could 
join the team in the future.

cycling teams raise all their money 
through sponsorship, as road races are 
free to the general public, while any 
prize money goes mainly to the win-
ning rider.

“This isn’t a short-term project,” cit-
roen said as they joined a sport where 
sponsorship agreements can run for a 
decade.

lavenu said the deal means that, in 
uncertain economic times, citroen-
aG2r can “raise our performance levels 
over the years to come”.

The sponsor is excited at the partner-
ship, with the company’s top executive 
presenting the deal.

“citroen adores the nobility of popu-
lar folklore,” the car manufacturer’s 
ceo Vincent cobee declared.

cycling is seen as a blue collar sport 
in france, where in pre-covid times 
around 15 million roadside fans would 
witness the 21-day Tour every July, with 
much of the rest of the nation generally 
aware of the race’s holiday-time progress 
on its storied slog around the country.

citroen will forever be associated with 
its iconic but economical ‘people’s car’, 
the canvas-topped citroen 2cV with its 

rippled bonnet and protruding head-
lights, that sold in millions to first time 
buyers in the rural market from 1948.

citroen also boasted the upmarket 
DS, which was launched in 1955 and 
epitomised french style in foreign mar-
kets. french President emmanuel 
Macron uses a modern SuV version.

citroen has had little historic involve-
ment with cycling, unlike the other two 
big french carmakers, Peugeot, its par-
ent company since 1975, and renault. 

“This is a logical move for citroen,” 
cobee said.

The deal comes a little too late for 
any star recruits for this season after 
the departure of the team’s top rider 
romain bardet, who twice made the 
podium of the Tour de france and who 
will certainly be a contender for the 
olympic title in a much awaited Mount 
fuji road race at the Tokyo Games.

recent recruits for lavenu’s team 
include olympic champion Greg Van 
avermaet and former winner of the 
liege-bastogne-liege bob Jungels, 
essentially one-day racers.

“We wanted riders who respect our 
values,” lavenu said.

“our immediate aim now is to climb 
up the world rankings, win some of the 
big one day races and a few Tour de 
france stages.”

“but this is a long term project,” lav-
enu said. AFP

Barcelona will take legal action against the Spanish newspaper El Mundo after it published details on Sunday of Lionel Messi’s current contract, 
which it says is worth up to €555 million ($673 million) over four years. AFP

AG2R Citroen Team cyclist Belgium Oliver Naesen rides during a training day in Denia on 
January 21. STR/AFP

Tennis stars 
keen to be 
at olympics 
but . . . covid
JaPaneSe sensation naomi 
osaka, novak Djokovic and 
rafael nadal on January 31 said 
they remain keen to compete 
in the delayed Tokyo olympics, 
and would be guided by what 
the health experts tell them.

organisers are still adamant 
the olympics can be held safe-
ly even if the coronavirus is not 
under control by the time the 
flame is lit on July 23.

Three-time Grand Slam 
champion osaka dmitted 
being worried by a recent poll 
that found 80 per cent of the 
Japanese public were opposed 
to Tokyo hosting the event 
this year because of the pan-
demic. 

large parts of Japan are cur-
rently under a state of emer-
gency to tackle a spike in coro-
navirus cases, with borders 
closed to almost all foreigners.

“My concern would be the 
general safety of everyone else 
because you’re opening the 
country,” osaka said. “every-
one is flying in from different 
places. I would just want the 
public to feel safe.” 

The 23-year-old has been the 
poster girl of the 2020 olympics 
and still hopes to represent 
Japan at her home Games.

“I will stay in my room for 
two weeks to play the olym-
pics,” said osaka, who lives in 
florida. 

“I missed out on the last one. 
Playing in Tokyo would be very 
special to me.” 

World no2 rafael nadal ech-
oed osaka’s sentiments and 
hoped to play, but said health 
experts should have the final 
say. 

“What we have to do is just 
follow the instructions of what 
the people who really have the 
right knowledge of all this stuff 
give to us,” he told reporters 
on January 31. 

The Spaniard said manda-
tory quarantine ahead of the 
olympics would be hard to 
squeeze into the congested 
tour schedule. 

“combining our tour with 
another 15 days of quarantine 
to play olympics,” he said. “It 
looks difficult to fix it in our 
calendar.” 

World no1 Djokovic has 
played in three olympics, win-
ning a bronze at the 2008 bei-
jing Games, calling it “the 
greatest honour” to represent 
Serbia at “the oldest and most 
traditional event in the history 
of sport”.

He too is keen to be in 
Tokyo.

“I am personally planning to 
go for the olympic Games. I’m 
really hoping that the olympics 
will happen,” he said. “It’s going 
to be a lot of people obviously. 
far more than a tennis tourna-
ment. It’s obviously not up to 
me to talk about organisation 
or what can be done, should be 
done, what will be done.”

World no9 Petra Kvitova, who 
won bronze in the women’s sin-
gles in rio, described the olym-
pics as a “fifth Grand Slam”. 

“I hope that the olympics 
really will happen, for sure,” 
she said. 

“for me, the olympic Games 
is very important.” AFP
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Messi, Suarez goals lead to victories 
L

ioneL Messi underlined his 
worth to barcelona by scor-
ing a sensational free-kick on 
Sunday, but atletico Madrid 

are in charge of La Liga after beating 
Cadiz to stand 10 points clear at the 
top of the table. 

Messi’s stunning effort in a 2-1 
win over athletic bilbao had been 
matched by the argentinian’s friend 
and former team-mate Luis Suarez, 
who earlier curled in a superb free-
kick of his own in atletico’s 4-2 vic-
tory over Cadiz. 

atletico end the weekend even 
further ahead after real Madrid’s de-
feat by Levante on Saturday, which 
means Zinedine Zidane’s side are 
now level with barca on points, both 
of them struggling to keep pace in 
the title race.

“every game is an important step 
towards reaching the goal we set our-
selves at the start of the season,” said 
Diego Simeone. “We have to keep 
pushing each other.”

barca’s win at least maintains their 
momentum while Messi’s 650th club 
goal may have carried extra satisfac-
tion for the argentinian, who had the 
details of his contract published in 
the Spanish newspaper el Mundo on 
Saturday night. 

el Mundo claimed the deal signed 
by Messi in 2017 shows he could earn 
up to 555 million euros over its four 
years, describing it as “the colossal 
contract that ruined barcelona”. 

“Someone has done it with bad 
intentions to cause problems,” said 
ronald Koeman. “you have to re-
spect a player who has given so 
much to Spanish football and to this 
club. i didn’t have any doubts that it 
wouldn’t affect him on the pitch.”

few can argue with Messi’s con-
tribution in that regard, with the 33-
year-old showing against bilbao why 
the club have gone to such lengths to 
keep him. 

bilbao briefly drew level through a 
Jordi alba own-goal early in the sec-
ond half but antoine Griezmann’s 

strike secured barca their third 
consecutive victory, with ousmane 
Dembele and frenkie de Jong both 
impressive again. 

asked what Messi worth is to the 
team, Griezmann said: “What a 
question, we are enjoying him, he is 
a legend. i hope we can keep enjoy-
ing him for many more years.”

Suarez haunts Barca
but barcelona continue to be 

haunted by the spectre of Suarez, 
whose tremendous free-kick and 

then a penalty helped atletico push 
their advantage into double figures. 

While Messi’s free-kick was clos-
er and bent perfectly into the top 
right-hand corner, Suarez’s shot was 
further out and hit harder, a fizzing 
effort that curled into the left side of 
the net.

“The other day they were practising 
free-kicks,” said Simeone. “i told him 
we had not seen him score many goals 
from free-kicks so that’s why i smiled 
when i saw him score this one.”

“after spending so long at barca with 

Messi, it was difficult,” added Suarez.
He was the driving force again, his 

two goals making it nine in his last eight 
games and 14 now for the season. 

His goals and assists have now 
earned atletico 12 extra points in 
the league, with barcelona’s deci-
sion to let him leave, especially for 
title rivals, seeming more misjudged 
by the week. 

it could get even worse for them 
and real Madrid, given Simeone’s 
side still have a game in hand over 
each of them. 

both would have been given hope 
by a rousing display from newly-pro-
moted Cadiz, who were inspired by 
the relentless alvaro negredo. 

The 35-year-old scored twice, 
could have had a hat-trick and cer-
tainly did not deserve to be on the 
losing side.

but Suarez’s double, between goals 
from Saul niguez and Koke late on, 
sealed another three points for atlet-
ico, who now have the La Liga crown 
within reach, even with half of the 
season left to play. AFP

Talking points from Premier League weekend action
ManCHeSTer City extended 
their Premier League winning 
run to eight straight matches 
and saw a number of their 
main challengers falter over 
the weekend.

Pep Guardiola’s men edged 
past Sheffield united 1-0 
before Manchester united 

drew 0-0 against arsenal and 
Leicester lost 3-1 to Leeds.

Liverpool’s impressive 3-1 
victory at West Ham reminded 
City that there is no room for 
complacency.

afP Sport looks at three talk-
ing points from the weekend 
action.

Salah sparks Liverpool
With Liverpool labouring to 

break down West Ham, 
Mohamed Salah rode to the 
rescue to ensure Manchester 
City will feel some heat from 
the champions in their crucial 
clash next week.

Salah broke the deadlock 
with two superb finishes in the 
second half at the London Sta-
dium, inspiring a 3-1 victory 
that moved Liverpool within 
four points of leaders City.

Salah had gone six league 
games without scoring, but he 
rediscovered his predatory 
instincts at just the right 
moment.

after a poor run, Liverpool 
have won their last two games 
and will host City on Sunday in 
more confident mood, assum-
ing they beat brighton at 
anfield on Wednesday first.

That looks far more likely 
now Salah is back to his best 
and he said: “you just need to 
keep winning if you want to 

win the Premier League. it has 
been a good week.

“it was a good win for us 
today, a second game in a row. 
it was a tough game, they 
played a good game. i have 
scored a few goals against 
them, they are a tough team. 
We just need to carry on and 
keep winning.”

Man Utd seek missing spark
Manchester united have 

come off the boil quickly, win-
ning just one of the past four 
Premier League matches.

ole Gunnar Solskjaer has a 
deep squad and has rotated 
well but the impression remains 
that if a handful of key players 
do not fire, united fail to click.

Midfielder bruno fernandes 
has scored just once in the Pre-
mier League this year while 
forward Marcus rashford is 
still waiting for his first league 
goal of 2021.

united have played brilliant 
football in patches this season, 

particularly away from home.
but they have rarely looked 

in control of games and seem 
unable to stamp out costly 
mistakes at the back, such as 
against lowly Sheffield united 
in midweek.

if Paul Pogba had scored in 
the closing stages against Liv-
erpool and edinson Cavani 
had taken a late chance against 
arsenal, the table would look 
different.

but games are decided on 
fine margins and united are 
coming up short in some of the 
key moments.

Tuchel relaxed over blunt 
Werner

Thomas Tuchel had to rely on 
veteran defenders Cesar 
azpilicueta and Marcos alonso 
to show his forwards how it is 
done as Chelsea won for the first 
time in his short reign.

There are some promising 
signs for the former Paris Saint-
Germain manager, who has 

taken four points out of a pos-
sible six in his two matches since 
replacing frank Lampard.

Callum Hudson-odoi has 
impressed in both games on 
the right side of Chelsea’s 
attack and Mason Mount has 
shown Tuchel he deserves to 
be in the starting line-up.

but big summer signing 
Timo Werner is still looking for 
his first Premier League goal 
since early november, and 
fluffed a chance from close 
range in Sunday’s 2-0 win at 
home to burnley.

a relaxed Tuchel has urged 
patience, suggesting the Ger-
man forward needs a stroke of 
luck.

“He’s not the only striker in 
the world that is very sensitive 
when he does not score, when 
he misses the feeling of scor-
ing,” he said.

“Maybe we need a stupid 
goal for him – a deflection – 
but we will continue to push 
him.” AFP

Barcelona’s Argentinian forward Lionel Messi (left) scores a goal during the Spanish league football match against Athletic Club Bilbao on Sunday. AFP

West Ham United’s midfielder Michail Antonio (right) vies with Liverpool’s 
defender Nathaniel Phillips (centre) on Sunday. AFP
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