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Thou Vireak

CAMBODIA and South Korea 
on February 3 concluded talks 
for a bilateral free trade agree-
ment (FTA), which Minister of 
Commerce Pan Sorasak and his 
Korean counterpart Yoo 
Myung-hee plan to sign in mid-
2021, setting zero tariffs for a 
broad range of goods, accord-
ing to a joint press statement.

The two ministers signed the 
agreed minutes on the conclusion 
of negotiations over the Cam-
bodia-Korea Free Trade Agree-
ment (CKFTA) via video link.

The statement said the CKFTA 
aims to liberalise bilateral trade 
and further strengthen the eco-
nomic partnership between the 
two economies by delivering 
mutual benefits and welfare for 
businesspeople and the general 

public in both countries to 
ensure their prosperity.

It said the two countries are 
optimistic that the pact will 
undergird a swift economic 
recovery on both sides during 
and after the Covid-19 pan-
demic.

Sorasak told reporters at the 
event that the CKFTA would 
be the second FTA that Cam-
bodia has made bilaterally 

with a major trade partner, 
after the Cambodia-China 
Free Trade Agreement, which 
was inked on October 12.

He said CKFTA would expand 
market liberalisation beyond 
the provisions of existing FTAs 
that involve the two countries, 
such as the ASEAN-Korea Free 
Trade Agreement (AKFTA) and

Mom Kunthear

C
HINESE ambassador 
to Cambodia Wang 
Wentian said on Feb-
ruary 3 that the first 

600,000 doses of Covid-19 vac-
cines donated by China to the 
Kingdom would arrive in 
Phnom Penh by special air-
craft this weekend.

Wang made the remarks 

through an interpreter during 
a dialogue with doctors at the 
Preah Ket Mealea Hospital, 
presided over by Minister of 
National Defence Tea Banh 
and Minister of Health Mam 
Bun Heng.

Wang said that China had 
provided equipment and dis-
patched two groups of scien-
tific experts to Cambodia to 
instruct local authorities and 

physicians regarding vacci-
nation procedures.

He said: “Currently, although 
China has its own require-
ments related to Covid-19, the 
government has decided to 
immediately provide the first 
600,000 doses of the vaccine 
to Cambodia. It is scheduled 
to arrive this weekend via a 
special Chinese transport air-
craft flight to Phnom Penh.

“The ironclad relationship 
between China and Cambodia 
is very deep and recorded in the 
history of the two countries.”

The group of Chinese military 
scientific experts consists of four 
specialists who will train 300 
Cambodian medical specialists 
with regard to transportation, 
storage and use of the vaccines 

China Covid-19 jabs set to 
touch down this weekend 

Kremlin 
critic in 
jail, 1,400 
detained

South Korea FTA talks conclude

MORE than 1,400 protesters 
were detained by Russian 
authorities during rallies 
supporting Alexei Navalny, 
a civil monitoring group 
said on February 3, after the 
Kremlin’s most prominent 
critic was jailed for nearly 
three years amid interna-
tional condemnation.

Judge Natalya Repnikova 
on February 2 ordered a 2014 
suspended three-and-a-half-
year sentence that the 
44-year-old anti-corruption 
campaigner – who accuses 
Moscow of poisoning him last 
year – received on fraud 
charges to be changed to time 
in a penal colony, an AFP jour-
nalist at the courthouse said.

Navalny was accused of vio-
lating parole conditions by 
refusing to check in with pris-
on officials and was arrested 
when he flew back to Moscow 
on January 17 from Germany, 
where he spent months 
recovering from a poisoning.

He said it was impossible 
to make the appointments 
while abroad, but the judge 
said he had skipped meet-
ings prior to the poisoning.

Navalny had spent time 
under house arrest after the 
2014 conviction – which was 
denounced by the European 
Court of Human Rights – and 
Repnikova said that would 
count as time served.

His lawyer Olga Mikhailo-
va said he would now serve 
around two years and eight 
months in prison.

His legal team plan to 
appeal, she added, with 
Navalny expected to stay in 
detention in Moscow dur-
ing that process.

Britain, France, Germany, 
the US and the EU denounced 
the ruling and called for his 
immediate release, as Mos-
cow accused the West of 
interfering in its affairs.

By early on February 3, 
1,408 people had been 
detained across Russian cit-
ies – mostly in Moscow and 
St Petersburg – the civil 
monitoring group OVD-Info 
said. Many were detained 
before Navalny’s sentence.

Navalny’s supporters had 
earlier called for more dem-
onstrations against the 
decision after thousands 
joined nationwide protests 
against his arrest over the 
last two weekends. AFP

CoNtINued – page 6

CoNtINued – page 3

Medical specialists (left) stand next to two lorries loaded with refrigerated containers ready to transport the vaccines. hENG ChIVOAN



Niem Chheng

THE Ministry of Interior said 
necessary measures had been 
taken in prisons throughout 
the country to prevent Covid-
19 transmissions.  

The assertion came in re-
sponse to a letter from Rhona 
Smith, UN Special Rapporteur 
on human rights in Cambo-
dia, and Tlaleng Mofokeng, 
Special Rapporteur on the 
right to health.

In their December 4 letter, 
Mofokeng and Smith inquired 
about measures implemented 
at prisons following a cluster 
outbreak in the community on 
November 28, in which pris-
ons director-general Chhem 
Savuth had tested positive.

Without naming Savuth, they 
said overcrowding in Cambo-
dia’s prisons, which exacer-
bates risks of disease transmis-
sion, was a cause for concern.

“We are concerned of the 
risk that Covid-19, once in 
the prison population, may 
spread swiftly with devastat-
ing consequences. Prevent-
ing the spread of Covid-19 in 
detention centres is an issue 
of public health and in the in-
terest of not only the persons 
deprived of liberty but also of 
the staff of the facilities and 
the general public,” the UN 
delegates said.

They asked the govern-
ment to provide information 
on plans and steps taken to 
ensure that all detainees are 

granted access to Covid-19 
testing and whether the gov-
ernment would allocate ad-
ditional funds and human re-
sources to address the issue.

“Please provide informa-
tion on the measures that 
Your Excellency’s government 
will take to ensure appropri-
ate health care for detainees 
in case they have contracted 
Covid-19 and preventative 
measures to control the spread 
of the virus,” they wrote. 

The Kingdom’s Permanent 
Mission to the UN in Geneva 
on February 1 responded with 
a letter from the interior min-
istry which explained that the 
General Department of Pris-
ons had issued instructions 
for both preventative and re-

sponsive measures.
The general department also 

worked closely with the Centre 
for Disease Control and Pre-
vention (CDC) and develop-
ment partners including the 
International Committee of the 
Red Cross (ICRC), World Health 
Organisation (WHO) and UN 
agencies on the matter.

“Detainees are trained in 
monitoring symptoms, pro-
tective measures, reporting 
and proper responses. Prison 
staff are trained to take swab 
tests, package and send sam-
ples to labs, and emergency 
response procedures.

“Disinfectant sprays are ad-
ministered weekly in prison 
buildings, cells, transport vehi-
cles, health centres, and general 

and administrative areas in ac-
cordance with guidelines of the 
WHO and Ministry of Health.

“Evidently, more than 100 
samples taken from detainees 
over suspicions due to their 
having symptoms similar to 
those of Covid-19 all tested 
negative while not a single 
case of Covid-19 among de-
tainees in Cambodian prisons 
has been found,” the interior 
ministry said. 

It said additional faucets 
and sinks have been installed 
in the general areas of prisons 
for hand washing along with 
distribution of hygiene kits. 
Water supplies have been in-
creased in certain provinces 
where there are fewer sources 
of clean water.

Covid-19 measures implemented in 
prisons, UN special rapporteurs told
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an inmate washes his hands with alcohol at the Preah Vihear Provincial Prison in March last year. Supplied

Rong Chhun, activists testify in incitement case
Kim Sarom

T
HE Phnom Penh Municipal 
Court on February 3 heard 
arguments in the case 
of Rong Chhun, head of 

the Cambodia Watchdog Council 
(CWC), and two other defendants 
on charges of “incitement to cause 
social chaos”.

Witnesses to the hearing observed 
one of Chhun’s defence lawyers bang 
on the table in front of him in vehe-
ment objection to “irregular” ques-
tioning of his client by the judge.

Chhun was charged in connec-
tion with a national border dispute 
in Ponhea Kraek district of Tbong 
Khmum province on July 20 last 
year. at the time, he led a working 
group to visit the area after receiv-
ing information that border de-
marcation poles allegedly erected 
by Vietnamese authorities had en-
croached on people’s farmland. 

Present at the hearing with Ch-
hun were co-defendants Sar Kan-
ika and Ton Nimol and defence 
lawyers Sam Sokong, Chuong Chou 
Ngy, Ket Khy and Lor Chunthy. 

The hearing was presided over by 
Judge Li Sokha with deputy prosecu-
tor Seng Heang in attendance and 
lawyers Chhit boravuth and Koun Sa-
roeurn representing the government. 

before answering questions by 
Judge Sokha, Chhun said he had 
forgotten certain factual details 
because he had been jailed for 
seven months in a 20sqm facility 
that housed 40 prisoners and had a 
shortage of water. 

Chhun declared that he was the 
head of the CWC, and his task had 
been to monitor the nation and the 

shortcomings of the government. 
He said he did not oppose the gov-
ernment but only sought to assist 
with its difficulties. 

He told the judge that before going 
to visit the border area, he had heard 
on Radio Free asia a broadcast con-
cerning the suffering of people in 
Trapeang Phlong village who com-
plained that they had lost their land 
to Vietnam. He then sought to re-
claim the land for them. 

“The main purpose of my visit 
to Trapeang Phlong village was to 

intervene so that the local people 
could continue to rely on their land 
for their livelihoods. I did not go to 
inspect the border. Rather, I went to 
see a land dispute, but the dispute 
concerned the border,” he said.

“The reason this is a border issue 
is because the poles were planted, 
encroaching on their land, and I 
wanted the Cambodian government 
to do something to reclaim their 
land. I did not do this to serve [my] 
personal interests,” he added. 

He testified that after returning 

from Ponhea Kraek district, he is-
sued a statement concerning the 
loss of residents’ land. but he said 
the statement was not critical of 
the government, and his arrest 
would only tarnish the image of 
Prime Minister Hun Sen.

after questioning Chhun, Judge 
Sokha questioned Kanika over pro-
tests demanding that the court release 
Chhun and separate plans to set up an 
association representing people work-
ing in the informal economy. Kanika 
explained that the association was an 

idea which had not yet taken shape. 
“I asked for a good idea from 

teacher Rong Chhun concerning 
setting up such an association. I 
have contacted him from time to 
time,” Kanika said.

During questioning, Judge Sokha 
held up a sheet of paper with a pic-
ture depicting a blue mobile phone 
and asked Kanika if the phone be-
longed to her. She replied that it 
did, but in a heated moment, attor-
ney Chou Ngy objected, saying that 
what the judge had presented to his 
client was a piece of paper, not the 
phone. When the judge repeated 
the question, Chou Ngy slammed 
the table in protest. 

The judge also questioned Ni-
mol about his relationship with 
Chhun, at which point Nimol said 
he had known Chhun for only two 
months. He said he admired Ch-
hun for helping society by seeking 
to solve people’s problems. before 
finishing questioning, Judge Sokha 
adjourned the case until February 17. 

am Sam ath, deputy director for 
rights group Licadho, told report-
ers outside the courtroom that the 
court had questioned defendants 
about Facebook and Telegram 
communications with Chhun.

He said citizens have the right to 
express their views by all means 
including technological platforms, 
spoken speech or via other publi-
cations. If private communications 
are scrutinised by government, then 
speech is not free and cannot be 
called an individual right.

“This trial has certain tensions 
relating to some questions. When 
such questions are posed, they raise 
different issues,” he said.

Rong Chhun at the Supreme Court in Phnom Penh in November last year. HONG MeNeA
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and share related experiences.
“I believe that through 

these efforts, China will assist 
Cambodia in the vaccination 
rollout and work together to 
combat Covid-19. China will 
also help to restore Cambo-
dia’s economy more quickly,” 
Wang said.

four refrigerated contain-
ers and two such vehicles are 
ready to transport vaccines. 
after inspections, defence 
minister banh told report-
ers that everyone had seen 
that these were preparations 
for the Covid-19 vaccine that 
Cambodia would receive 
from the People’s republic of 
China in the near future.

“The most important thing 
is transportation and storage 
prior to vaccination. This is 
very important for this ur-
gent strategic product, which 
Samdech Techo said is spe-
cial,” banh said.

He added that vaccines must 
be maintained at a constant 
temperature in storage so as 
not to affect its quality. The 
health department under the 
defence ministry is preparing 
to receive the vaccines, which 
will be transported from the 
airport to Preah Ket Mealea 
Hospital where plans for dis-
tribution will be determined.

“Of the first 600,000 doses of 
the vaccine from China, half 
will be given to the military, 
and the other half to the Min-

istry of Health. Soldiers will 
be vaccinated first, then their 
families and those around 
them. We will discuss this 
continuously,” banh said.

The Chinese government 
announced it would provide 
one million doses of the vac-
cine produced by Sinopharm 
to the Cambodian government 
to freely vaccinate citizens. The 
first shipment will comprise 
600,000 doses and will be fol-
lowed by the remainder.

Health ministry spokes-
woman Or Vandine said on 
february 2 that receipt of the 
vaccines from China was not 
a political issue.

“This vaccine donated 
by the People’s republic of 
China is already progressing 
through technical reviews by 
the World Health Organisa-
tion,” she said.

by January 19, Sinopharm 
had officially produced 223 
million doses for domestic and 
global distribution. The largest 
buyers to date have been Paki-
stan which ordered 88 million 
doses and Indonesia which or-
dered 60 million. Countries in 
the Middle east have ordered a 
combined 75 million doses.

as of february 3, Cambo-
dia had recorded 466 cases 
of Covid-19 with 447 patients 
recovering and 19 continuing 
treatment.

Vandine: receipt of 
vaccine not political

S Korean job permits ready
Long Kimmarita

C
aMbODIa and South Korea have 
signed a memorandum of 
understanding (Mou) that per-
mits some Cambodian workers 

to find employment there under the Kore-
an employment Permit System (ePS). 

for over a decade now, nearly 70,000 
Cambodians have found employment in 
South Korea through the ePS. 

The original Mou was co-signed by 
Prime Minister Hun Sen and former 
South Korean President roh Moo-hyun 
in November 2006. 

The Ministry of Labour and Voca-
tional Training’s committee in charge 
of training and sending workers abroad 
and South Korea’s Human resource De-
velopment unit are the administering 
agencies for the Mou. 

In a facebook post on february 2, la-
bour minister Ith Sam Heng confirmed 
that his ministry and South Korea’s Minis-
try of employment and Labour had signed 
a sixth extension of the Mou, paving the 
way for thousands of Cambodians to work 
there for a period of several years. 

Since the first Mou was signed, Cam-
bodia has sent 68,294 workers there, in-
cluding 15,000 women. The workers had 
mostly been employed in agriculture 
and construction. Their contracts had a 
term of four years and 10 months.

“Currently, Cambodian migrant work-
ers working in [South] Korea number 
45,462   with 10,183 of them female,” 
Sam Heng said.

He said that after the Covid-19 situ-
ation in South Korea has improved, 
Cambodia expects to become a priority 
country for worker recruitment given its 
relatively low number of Covid-19 cases.  

He also pointed out that there are 
many flights available between the two 

countries and that the number of illegal 
Cambodian migrant workers was low 
and it compared favourably with that of 
other countries with significant migrant 
worker populations there. 

Ministry spokesperson Heng Sour told 
The Post on february 2 that because of the 
Covid-19 crisis, he could not confirm as to 
how many Cambodian migrant workers 
will be needed by South Korea. He noted 
that it also depends on the employers’ 
needs and decisions because the ePS does 
not set a quota or an upper limit. 

Dy Thehoya, a programme officer at 
the rights group Centre for alliance of 
Labour and Human rights (Central), 
said the process of sending migrant 
workers to South Korea had worked well 
and that it provided better opportunities 
for many Cambodian migrant workers 

as compared to other countries. 
He said, however, that despite the 

smooth process the governments of both 
countries should pay more attention to 
how these migrant workers are treated.

“The system there isn’t concerned 
enough with protecting workers’ rights 
and working conditions, wages and living 
standards could be improved for migrant 
workers if both governments paid more 
attention to protecting them in their work-
place and ensuring that they had adequate 
accommodations provided,” he said.

Thehoya called on the Cambodian 
government to formally recognise work-
er’s skills in some areas by issuing certifi-
cates to those who qualify and who have 
worked in South Korea in the past so that 
they will be considered for better posi-
tions with higher pay.

workers take a language class before their employment in South Korea. EEDO

www.phnompenhpost.com
checK the poSt webSite 
for breaKing newS
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Huawei Cambodia is using 
its telecommunications  
expertise to connect students 
and teachers in rural areas 
under the theme “Together 
Narrowing Digital Gaps”.

On Monday, the Chinese 
telecommunications giant  
contributed laptops, internet 
routers and mobile phones to 
the Department of interna-
tional Studies (DiS) at the 

Royal university of Phnom 
Penh’s institute of Foreign 
Languages.

it comes as part of Huawei 
Cambodia’s efforts to support 
the 2021 Community Project 
initiated by DiS – a pilot 
scheme to support the Sok 
an Samrong High School 
and the Hun Sen Chan Thnal 
High School, both in Takeo 
province.  

“when i cycled to these 
rural areas, i found that more 
than 100 teachers had been 
unable to teach and 2,000 
students unable to study either 
physically or virtually for 
over a year since the Covid-
19 outbreak,” head of DiS Dr 
Neak Chandarith said at the 
handover ceremony held at 
Huawei Cambodia’s offices in 
the capital.

The equipment will assist 
teachers and students at both 
high schools to continue 
learning in an effective way, 
especially during the Covid-19 
pandemic when education has 
been disrupted.    

Huawei Cambodia handed 
over technical equipment 
including four laptops, four 
Huawei mobile routers and 
five Huawei smartphones for 

currently continuing virtual 
teaching and learning, and for 
the future.

The Community Support 
2021 initiative is aimed at 
reducing the digital gap and 
promoting digital literacy in 
the Kingdom. 

“while a number of teachers 
own personal laptops, none of 
them is able to conduct online 
teaching using the resources 

available because they lack 
digital literacy, which is essen-
tial in making their teaching 
more effective, efficient and 
relevant,” added Chandarith, 
who initiated the project. 

Students from DiS will visit 
the schools to train teachers 
on best conducting online 
teaching and students on how 
to best learn from it during 
the Covid-19 period.  

Huawei Cambodia takes its technology to rural schools
The handover ceremony was held at Huawei Cambodia’s offices in Phnom Penh on Monday. Students from the Royal University of Phnom Penh attended the event. 

Dr Neak Chandarith (left) and Huawei Cambodia’s senior public relations director Dong Yuanpeng.
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Sar Kheng orders halt to fire profiteering
Voun Dara

M
INISTer of In-
terior Sar Kheng 
has instructed 
Phnom Penh 

municipal and provincial au-
thorities to scrutinise their fire 
department’s conduct with a 
renewed focus on eliminating 
the practice of charging fire 
victims money before putting 
out the fire.

Sar Kheng addressed the issue 
while presiding over the 15th 
World Day of remembrance for 
road Traffic Victims in Kandal 
province on february 2.

The minister said he had 
received reports that in some 
cases when a fire broke out 
and people called for help, the 
fire trucks did not get close 
enough to spray water to ex-
tinguish the fire, claiming that 
the area was hard to access.

“In a recent case they ar-
rived and they got the truck 
close enough . . . but did not 
spray any water because they 
were still negotiating a price 
with the victims. 

“This is just wrong. The 
authorities who allowed that 
to happen were wrong. The 
firefighters who did it were 
wrong. So everyone, especial-
ly those in urban areas and 
towns, needs to put a stop to 
this practice.

“The fire engines are state-
owned vehicles running on 
petrol the state paid for and 
you all get your salaries from 
the state,” he said.

Sar Kheng said while he ac-
knowledged that fire officers’ 
salary is on the low-end, they 
cannot just ignore their mis-
sion or erode the public trust 
by treating the fire depart-
ment’s services like it was 
their own private business to 
run at a profit.

He said the ministry under-
stands that maybe there should 
be an incentive or bonus policy 
to help motivate them. 

“So, all municipal and pro-
vincial authorities need to 
look into this issue and ad-
dress it – and do not let it hap-
pen again,” he emphasised.

“We are willing to add allow-
ances or bonuses on a case by 
case basis, but do not charge 
people. How can they be ex-
pected to haggle with you 
when they’ve just escaped the 
fire and their house is burn-
ing down right there in front 

of them? and bargaining for 
this or that amount to put out 
the fire is just adding to their 
burdens. 

“Where do you suppose 
they can get the money to pay 
you? Their money is on fire,” 
Sar Kheng said.

Neth Vantha, director of the 
National Police’s fire Preven-
tion Department, said on feb-
ruary 2 that his department will 
follow the minister’s recom-

mendations and take whatever 
actions necessary to prevent 
any further irregularities in the 
provision of fire extinguishing 
services to the public.

“We will implement the 
minister’s instructions and 
take strict measures against 
any fire prevention officer – 
especially in the capital-pro-
vincial fire extinguishing units 
– who engage in this practice 
and we will strictly monitor 

the authority’s performance 
when a fire occurs to ensure 
this doesn’t happen,” he said.

according to the fire Preven-
tion Department’s report, there 
were 937 fires in 2020, killing 24 
people and injuring 36 others. 

by comparison, 2019 had 
only 220 fires. Over the 
course of 2020 there were 
707 households and 594 mar-
ket stalls – along with many 
other properties – that were 
damaged by fires.

The report also said that 
more than 37 per cent of these 
fires were caused by electri-
cal explosions and more than 
32 per cent were due to negli-
gence. Nearly 30 per cent were 
still under investigation.

affiliated Network for So-
cial accountability executive 
director San Chey observed 
that the overall fire preven-
tion situation in the capital 
and provinces was bad and 
there were many individuals 
at fault over the years from 
both the police and military. 
He said that even when vic-
tims paid the firefighters the 
results were never great.

“We see that the govern-
ment mechanisms for re-
sponding to fires still have a 
lot of problems which need to 
be addressed. The firefighters 
need to stop telling victims 
that they need to pay money 
to get fire rescue services 
because the law certainly 
doesn’t require nor even sug-
gest that the victim pay them 
any money,” Chey said.

Firefighters put out a blaze in Phnom Penh’s Chbar Ampov district in December last year. Hean Rangsey
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bird census shows absences and returns

Khouth Sophak Chakrya

b
IrD researchers and 
conservationists in 
Cambodia said the 
rare and endangered 

black-faced spoonbill remains 
elusive in the boeung Prek 
Lapouv and anlong Pring pro-
tected landscapes in south-
western Cambodia. 

However, the yellow-breast-
ed bunting – which is listed as 
endangered on the Interna-
tional union for Conservation 
of Nature (IuCN) red List – has 
now reappeared after an ab-
sence with observations made 
of more than 20 of the birds in 
those two wetlands areas.

birdLife International’s 
Cambodia Programme Man-
ager bou Vorsak told The Post 
on february 3 that in 2011 
and 2012 their organisation’s 
experts found and recorded 
10 black-faced spoonbills in 
the boeung Prek Lapouv wet-
lands in Takeo province. 

He told The Post that in 2015 
only one of them was spotted, 
and since then they have not 
been able to find any black-
faced spoonbills in the wet-
lands areas.

“for the 2021 bird census, 
again this year we still can’t find 
any presence of black-faced 
spoonbills in the boeung Prek 
Lapouv protected wetlands. 
but we can’t yet conclude that 
this species is totally extinct 
in Cambodia without a firmer 
scientific basis for that claim,” 
Vorsak said.

according to Vorsak, the 
2021 bird census in Cambo-
dia was conducted only in the 
protected wetlands areas of 
boeung Prek Lapouv in Takeo 
province and anlong Pring in 
Kampot province rather than 
across the entire country.

The census began in mid-
January and the team from 
birdLife – with assistance 
from Ministry of environment 
rangers assigned to guard the 
protected wetlands – found 
64 species of wild birds in 
boeung Prek Lapouv and 45 
species in anlong Pring.

“What is remarkable this 
year – and may offer us a glim-
mer of hope for the black-
faced spoonbill’s eventual re-
turn – is that the census team 
confirmed the presence of 

more than 20 yellow-breast-
ed buntings in boeung Prek 
Lapouv after they had totally 
vanished from there for the 
past three years,” Vorsak said.

The team also found three 
bird species there for the first 
time: seven grey-headed lap-
wings, 30 marsh sandpipers 
and 40 little ringed plovers. 

“The presence of these three 
bird species is unprecedented 
for this area,” Vorsak said.

Vorsak also noted that 
sarus cranes have partly dis-

appeared from boeung Prek 
Lapouv as this year only 77 
sarus cranes were found com-
pared to 102 last year.

In a report accompanying 
this year’s bird census, the 
team also noted some of the 
challenges faced by birds living 
in the protected wetlands such 
as a lack of water needed to 
support the ecosystem and re-
duced biodiversity that meant 
fewer sources of food for them. 

regarding the water situ-
ation, boeung Prek Lapouv 

Protected Landscape deputy 
head Loem Vat told The Post 
that climate change and farm-
er’s dry-season rice irrigation 
had caused the water in the 
wetlands to decrease rapidly.

“right now, there is so little 
water remaining in boeung 
Prek Lapouv that the water 
in the basin only covers 16ha 
and even that’s gradually dry-
ing up,” he said.

Separately, Chhim Meng, 
director for the anlong Pring 
Protected Landscape, told 

The Post that his team has 
not yet finished their count of 
sarus cranes. 

He claimed that sarus cranes 
are migratory birds that move 
from place to place and their 
migration takes place from 
mid-December to mid-June.

“anlong Pring are not a nest-
ing place for the sarus crane. 
They are a stopping point for 
them in their migration and 
they really only stick around 
for a little while in the dry sea-
son for the food,” Meng said.

according to a study by bird-
Life International, sarus cranes 
do not like to make nests in trees 
nor in areas with deep water. 

The birdLife research said 
sarus cranes prefer to nest in 
wet grasslands or wetlands 
and eat the young plant tu-
bers that grow there rather 
than migrating between habi-
tat locations each year. 

Sarus crane is the tallest 
flying bird in the world. The 
adult Sarus crane is 176cm tall 
and weighs more than 6kg.

The census began in mid-January and the team from BirdLife, along with environment ministry rangers,  found 64 species of wild birds in Boeung Prek Lapouv and 45 species in Anlong Pring. Birdlife international CamBodia



May Kunmakara

T
HAI construction ma-
terials producer Siam 
Cement Group (SCG) 
reported a dip in rev-

enue from sales in the fourth 
quarter of last year, marred 
by the spread of Covid-19 and 
seasonal flooding.

According to the company’s 
unaudited operating results 
for 2020 received by The Post 
on February 3, SCG’s total con-
solidated assets amounted to 
$24.970 billion, of which $9.451 
billion or 38 per cent were in 
ASEAN outside of Thailand.

Revenue from sales from non-
Thai ASEAN operations logged 
an 11 per cent year-on-year drop 
to $838 million, accounting for 
26 per cent of total revenue from 
sales. This, it said, “includes 
sales from both local operation 
in each ASEAN market and im-
ports from Thai operations”.

In its fourth quarter report, 
SCG in Cambodia said its 
total assets rose 18 per cent 
year-on-year to $409 million.

The company reported $59.7 
million in revenue from sales 
in the Cambodian market for 
the fourth quarter, down three 
per cent year-on-year, which 
it said includes sales of all 
operations – mainly from its 
cements manufacturing busi-
ness and building materials. 
That figure was $252.3 million 
for the entire year 2020.

“In this quarter, Cambodia’s 

economy had been hit by the 
worst flooding in decades and 
the first community outbreak of 
Covid-19. The flooding caused 
many roads to be damaged and 
disconnected, the logistics of 
cement and building materials 
were severely affected.

“As a result, construction 
in flooded areas had to stop. 
Moreover, with the [first case] 
of local transmission, most 
Phnom Penh projects had to 
stop construction.

“These had a direct impact on 
Cambodia’s construction and 

real estate sectors. However, 
with the decrease in demand 
in the residential, commercial 
and industrial segments, the 
government is attempting to 
boost the economy by invest-
ing more in infrastructure.”

SCG president and CEO 
Roongrote Rangsiyopash 
said operating performance 
remained resilient last year 
amid challenges posed by 
the Covid-19 pandemic, due 
to the “collective effort” of 
company staff, who he said 
“placed great priority on safe-

ty and business continuity”.
He said: “The team adopted 

new strategies and introduced 
a series of agile business ap-
proaches from modifying busi-
ness plans, altering sales pro-
portions and developing the 
Active Omni-Channel to meet 
changing customer behaviours.

“With proactive measures 
and determination from all 
of SCG’s people, I believe SCG 
will once again overcome the 
uncertainties raised by the 
new wave of the Covid-19 
pandemic.”

Business
Trading informaTion on Cambodia SeCuriTieS exChange

Auction Trading Method (ATM)

no SToCk CloSing PriCe oPening PriCe high low

1 ABC 17,000 16,900 17,060 16,700

2 GTI 3,300 3,300 3,300 3,300

3 PAS 13,720 13,500 13,920 13,500

4 PEPC 2,960 2,920 2,960 2,920

5 PPAP 11,700 11,600 11,700 11,600

6 PPSP 1,500 1,500 1,510 1,460

7 PWSA 6,000 6,100 6,100 6,000

Date: February 3, 2021
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‘Snubbed by FTA, rice will 
still make way to S Korea’
Continued from page 1

the recently-signed Regional 
Comprehensive Economic 
Partnership (RCEP).

“The CKFTA will provide 
trade preferences for five per 
cent of tariff lines over existing 
agreements,” Sorasak said, 
without elaborating further.

The deal will buoy exports of, 
inter alia, garments and textiles, 
footwear, travel bags, spare 
parts, electronic equipment, as 
well as agricultural products 
such as rubber, peppercorn, 
cashewnuts and cassava, 
according to the minister.

Notable imports that stand to 
benefit from the FTA include 
automobiles, electronics acces-
sories, domestic appliances, 
beverages, pharmaceuticals 
and plastic products, he said.

“We’ll be able to export to 
the Korean market at zero tar-
iffs on processed goods, which 
will be advantageous for both 
sides,” Sorasak said.

under the CKFTA, coupled 
with the RCEP, the Kingdom 
will lift tariffs on 93.8 per cent 
of goods traded, with South 
Korea scrapping duties on 95.6 
per cent, according to yonhap 
News Agency.

Cambodia Rice Federation 
(CRF) president Song Saran 
told reporters at the event 
that milled rice will not 
receive preferential tariff 
treatment under the CKFTA, 
but he stressed that the trade 
body would make every effort 
to pore over the Korean mar-
ket’s quality requirements 
and recognised standards 
and expand the presence of 
Cambodian rice in the boom-
ing East Asian economy.

“Lots of Cambodian migrant 
workers are toiling away in 
[South] Korea and most of 
them prefer to eat Cambodian 
rice. We want to secure the 
market for them, and they in 
turn will boost the rice market 
in this country,” he said.

“We will find a way to get tar-
iff breaks in the Korean market 
through measures such as quo-
tas,” he said, adding that the 
Kingdom directly exported just 
20 tonnes of milled rice to 
South Korea last year.

The statement said the 
CKFTA’s chapters and annexes 
cover the following topics – 
trade in goods; technical regu-
lations, standards and con-
formity assessment procedures; 
sanitary and phytosanitary 
measures; trade remedies; rules 
of origin; customs procedures 
and trade facilitation; econom-
ic cooperation; transparency; 
dispute settlement; exceptions; 
institutional arrangements; 
and final provisions.

According to Sorasak, the two 
sides plan to sign the deal in 
June. “I believe the agreement 
will come into force by the end 
of this year and will ramp up 
bilateral trade volumes.”

Cambodian-South Korean 
trade was worth $884.88 mil-
lion last year, marking a 17.77 
per cent drop from the $1.032 
billion posted in 2019, accord-
ing to the Korea International 
Trade Association (KITA).

Statistics show that the King-
dom exported more than $317 
million worth of goods to 
South Korea last year, down 5.4 
per cent, and imported more 
than $567 million, down 18.6 
per cent from the $696 million 
logged in the previous year.

SCG logs growth in Cambodia

India-ASEAN trade fair on Feb 22-24
May Kunmakara

THE Ministry of Commerce 
has called on local business-
people, traders, service pro-
ducers and entrepreneurs to 
participate in the “India-
ASEAN Healthcare Expo and 
Summit” set to be held via 
video link from February 22-24 
and seek business partners 
and investment opportunities 
in the giant Asian economy.

According to the February 2 
ministerial announcement, 
the virtual event will bring 
together “all” policymakers, 
businesspeople and investors 
involved in the medical and 
healthcare industry.

The ministry said registra-
tion was being done online 
and is free of charge.

The Indian embassy in 
Phnom Penh said the expo is 
jointly organised by Federa-
tion of Indian Chambers of 
Commerce and Industry (FIC-
CI) and the Indian Depart-
ment of Commerce.

The event will connect the 
industry with stakeholders in 
the healthcare sector, promi-
nent business leaders and top 
industrial executives, regula-
tory agencies and senior gov-
ernment officials from ASEAN 
countries, it said.

“The participation of compa-
nies in this expo will enable them 
to explore the business pros-
pects and further strengthen 
economic and commercial part-
nership between the two coun-
tries in the healthcare, pharma-
ceuticals and medical devices” 

sector, the embassy added.
With his invitation in hand, 

Cambodia Chamber of Com-
merce (CCC) vice-president Lim 
Heng told The Post that he had 
requested the chamber’s mem-
bers to take part in the trade fair.

“It is a great opportunity for 
the two countries’ private sec-
tors to have chance to talk and 
share information on business 
and investment opportunities 
despites the event being con-
ducted virtually.

“Our economic ties with India 
have not yet blossomed, but the 
government is now working on 
starting up negotiations for a free 
trade agreement with India, as a 
new market for our country.

“Many [CCC] members are 
also partnering with Indian 
companies on the import of 

medical supplies and meds 
here,” Heng said.

Trade volume between Cam-
bodia and India reached $249.92 
million in 2019, up 10.24 per cent 
compared to 2018’s $226.69 mil-
lion, according to the embassy.

The Kingdom exported 
$82.09 million worth of goods 
to India in 2019, up 69.43 per 
cent from 2018, while imports 
amounted to $167.83 million, 
down 5.8 per cent.

India invested $19.8 million 
in Cambodia in 2016, the latest 
figures from the embassy 
show, making the South Asian 
country one of the top 10 for-
eign investors in Cambodia.

India’s main investments are 
in machinery, agriculture, ener-
gy, construction and mining, 
according to the embassy.

SCG in Cambodia said its total assets reached $409 million at the end of last year. SCG NEWS CHANNEL

Minister of Commerce Pan Sorasak (right) speaks with his South Korean 
counterpart Yoo Myung-hee on Wednesday. HENG CHIVOAN

USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,083 1.2792 6.4598 105.08 4.0490 1.3333 30.05 0.7615 1.2024 1.3646



AMID the complex developments of 
the Covid-19 pandemic in many 
localities across Vietnam, local air-
lines have introduced some policies 
to help passengers avail of refunds 
and exchange airfares.

According to national flag carrier 
Vietnam Airlines, passengers who have 
booked flights on routes affected by 
Covid-19 can refund tickets or get a 
travel voucher with a 10 per cent dis-
count of the price of the ticket if they 
use the voucher to book tickets later.

This policy applies to domestic flights 
departing from January 29, for both vol-
untary refunds due to passengers’ 
requests and flight delays, cancellations 
or early departures due to the Covid-19 
pandemic or requests by authorities.

Passengers will enjoy a refund fee 
exemption when exchanging from tick-
ets to vouchers, which can be also used 
for Vietnam Airlines’ other products and 
services such as airline tickets, luggage, 
seat selection and travel upgrades.

The travel vouchers are valid for 
one year from the date of issue.

Passengers who do not choose to 
exchange tickets to vouchers can request 
a refund with fee and condition exemp-
tion, according to Vietnam Airlines.

Meanwhile, passengers of Bam-
boo Airways will not be charged 
additional fees when they exchange 
tickets if the departure time of their 
new flights is 72 hours sooner from 
that of the original flight.

They can also avail of free refunds 

if their flights are cancelled due to 
the pandemic.

Bamboo Airways said its policy applies 
to flights delayed or cancelled due to the 
impact of Covid-19 earlier this year, with 
flights starting from January 29.

Budget carrier Vietjet has also 
implemented a plan to support cus-
tomers with flights to and from Van 
Don Airport in Quang Ninh province 
from January 29 to February 13.

Customers with flights to and from 
Van Don during this period can 
change their flight time and itinerary 
free of charge for flights between Ho 
Chi Minh City- (HCMC) Hanoi, 

HCMC-Hai Phong, and HCMC-
Thanh Hoa and HCMC-Vinh with a 
new departure time 72 hours before 
or after the original departure time.

If the new itinerary or departure 
time exceeds 72 hours before or after 
the original departure time, custom-
ers can change the itinerary free of 
charge, only the fare difference applies. 
They can also choose to reserve their 
tickets for 365 days from the original 
departure date, Vietjet said. 

For other routes, Vietjet Air has not 
released an announcement about 
policies applicable to the new out-
break of Covid-19.

The Civil Aviation Authority of Viet 
Nam has urged airlines to strictly 
observe the Prime Minister’s dispatch 
on Covid-19 prevention and control 
as well as measures to repel the 
spread of the pandemic.

Airport staff must wear face masks 
and wash their hands regularly. They are 
also asked to check passengers’ body 
temperature and disinfect devices and 
high-risk public areas at airports. Mean-
while, passengers are required to closely 
follow health regulations before board-
ing the plane and during the flights, and 
keep their masks on the whole trip. VIET 

NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK
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Asian markets 
extend rally as 
virus, stimulus 
optimism grows
M

OST Asian markets built on 
the week’s rally on February 
3, boosted by uS stimulus 
hopes and signs of easing 

virus infections – as well as improve-
ments in vaccination programmes.

Support was also being provided by 
hopes that the social media-fuelled 
retail trading battle that rattled Wall 
Street last week appeared to be fizzling.

The gains follow a two-day surge as 
equities recovered from last week’s 
rout – though they were tempered by 
worries that valuations might still be 
a little frothy – while Hong Kong and 
Shanghai were hit as China’s central 
bank sucked more cash out of finan-
cial markets to avert a bubble.

Oil held up after hitting a pre-pan-
demic high on February 2, but there 
are worries the improvement will give 
producers an excuse to begin lifting 
output again.

The Democrat-controlled uS Sen-
ate voted 50-49 to begin the budget 
reconciliation process that will allow 
them to push through Joe Biden’s vast 
economic rescue package and avoid 
the filibuster that requires 60 votes 
for most legislation.

While the move will likely mean the 
new president will not be able to get 
the bipartisan agreement he called 
for, Senate Majority Leader Chuck 
Schumer said a “big bold package” is 
needed to avoid the long, drawn-out 
recovery seen in the aftermath of the 
financial crisis a decade ago.

He told reporters: “We are not going 
to dilute, dither or delay, because the 

needs of the American people are just 
too great.”

The move came after Biden held 
talks with 10 republican lawmakers 
to discuss their $600 billion package 
that omitted several measures in his 
own $1.9 trillion proposal.

OANDA’s edward Moya said: “We 
are still in the early rounds of stimu-
lus discussions, but it seems certain 
Democrats will end up doing this 
deal all by themselves.”

And while he warned that a hike in 
the minimum wage – a key part of 
Biden’s plan – could hit small business-
es, he added: “In the end, the economy 
will see at least a trillion dollars in stim-
ulus via the budget reconciliation.”

The developments came as data 
showed infections and deaths in the 
uS – the worst-hit country – appeared 
to be easing, which experts said was 
down to better adherence to mask-
wearing and social distancing, and 
the end of the holiday season.

Meanwhile, vaccination pro-
grammes in the uS and uK were 
picking up pace, though the eu was 
struggling to get up to speed owing 
to a supply problem.

Total uS vaccinations have now 
overtaken total recorded infections.

Stephen Innes at Axi said the slow-
ing infections, improving immunisa-
tions and optimism about the stimu-
lus were “the ingredients for a rapid 
recovery from the second quarter 
onwards are getting sweetly baked 
into the reopening party cake”.

All three main indexes on Wall 

Street ended up more than one per 
cent, and Asia pushed its advance 
into a third day.

Tokyo, Seoul and Mumbai rose 
around one per cent and Jakarta put 
on even more, while there were also 
gains in Hong Kong, Sydney, Singapore, 
Taipei, Bangkok and Wellington.

However, Shanghai bucked the trend 
after the People’s Bank of China tight-
ened liquidity in financial markets to 
temper speculation in markets.

London, Paris and Frankfurt all 
enjoyed strong gains at the open.

Observers said there was a sense of 
relief that the retail-buying surge from 
last week – in which amateur investors 
communicating through reddit ham-
mered short-sellers on Wall Street by 
pushing up the price of certain firms 
– seemed to be waning for now.

Struggling video-game store 
GameStop rocketed as much as 2,000 
per cent from the start of the year, 
costing some fund managers billions 
and leading to worries about a spill-

over into other equities.
But the firm plunged on February 

2 and the price of silver – which 
became the next focus of attention 
– dropped about 10 per cent from an 
eight-year high.

Verdence Capital Advisors’ Megan 
Horneman said: “The fact that mar-
kets have cooled down a bit with the 
retail-trading frenzy, that’s giving a 
little bit of optimism.”

Oil prices extended their rally after 
hitting a one-year high, helped by recov-
ery hopes and a snowstorm in the uS.

But Axi’s Innes said OPeC and other 
major producers would be keeping tabs 
on the gains and could start to remove 
output cuts put in place to support 
prices after they cratered in the spring.

“The closer we shift towards Brent 
$60 one would have to assume it 
could be a potential game-changer 
as far as OPeC+ production cut man-
date is concerned, with more produc-
ers pressuring to pump, pump, 
pump,” he said. AFP

Top US Senate Democrat Chuck Schumer said lawmakers would not ‘dilute, dither or 
delay’ the passage of a huge economic stimulus. AFP

Planes of several airlines land at Hanoi’s Noi Bai International Airport. VIETNAM NEWS AGENCY/VIET NAM NEWS

 
Vietnam animal feed exports 
poised to hit $1 billion mark
l VIETNAM’S animal feed exports would 
likely touch the $1 billion mark in the 
near future as many large-scale 
enterprises in the field have continued to 
expand their production, trade experts 
have predicted. The country’s livestock 
feed exports in December 2020 grew very 
robustly, reaching $80 million, up to 55 
per cent month-on-month and 10 per 
cent year-on-year, statistics from the 
General Department of Customs showed. 
This sharp increase in December was 
fuelled by a high growth rate in three 
leading markets of China, Cambodia and 
the US at 84 per cent, 66 per cent and 69 
per cent, respectively. Thanks to such a 
significant growth seen in December, the 
country’s animal feed export turnover in 
2020 reached over $800 million, up 17 per 
cent compared to 2019 with China, 
Cambodia and the US being the three 
largest consumption markets, accounting 
for over 10 per cent of the nation’s total 
export value. Last year, Vietnamese 
exports of animal feed to China in 2020 
topped $211.23 million, a yearly increase 
of 16 per cent, and making up for 26.4 per 
cent of the total turnover while the figure 
to Cambodia hit $122.3 million, increasing 
23 per cent year-on-year or equivalent to 
15.3 per cent of the proportion. 
Meanwhile, exports to the US reached 
$114.5 million, up 125 per cent compared 
to 2019, accounting for 14.3 per cent of 
the proportion. This impressive growth 
rate demonstrated that Vietnamese 
animal feed could penetrate more and 
more into tough markets. According to 
the Ministry of Industry and Trade, the 
country’s turnover in exports of such 
products to key markets increased in 
2020 compared to the previous year. 
However, turnovers of many small 
markets were still declining such as 
Japan with $26.2 million, down 27 per 
cent year-on-year; South Korea with $19 
million, down 18.5 per cent and Indonesia 
with $11 million, down 33 per cent. 
Vietnam is now home to 265 animal feed 
production businesses, of which 180 were 
domestically run. Although domestic 
enterprises outperformed in terms of 
quantity, foreign firms still led the way in 
terms of capacity and market share. VIET 

NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

New president named for 
Thai Samsung Electronics
l SOUTH Korea’s Samsung Electronics 
has appointed Harry Lee as president of 
its operations in Thailand. Lee will 
leverage his more than two decades of 
experience in the industry to steer the 
company’s growth and oversee all 
operations in Thailand, Cambodia, Laos 
and Myanmar. He will also continue 
Samsung’s mission to drive success for 
its customers and partners, as well as 
improve the lives of Samsung employees 
and the broader Thai community. As 
president of Thai Samsung Electronics, 
Lee will focus on driving sustainable 
business growth through insight-led 
strategies and cultivating relationships 
with local partners for mutual success. 
“Samsung, as a leader in the technology 
industry, has a special responsibility to 
developing society with our innovative 
technologies. Our revolutionary 
advancements will help redefine the 
parameters of what technology can do 
and give consumers the freedom to 
tailor their experiences to fit their new 
ways to live, work, and connect,” Lee 
said. A 22-year Samsung veteran, Lee 
spent several years managing overall 
operations in Singapore, the Philippines 
and Australia. He also worked with the 
corporate digital marketing team at 
Samsung’s global marketing operations, 
where he led strategy development for 
the smartphone and audio-visual 
divisions. Lee started his career in the 
US where he worked as a management 
consultant with a top business 
consulting company. He has also worked 
extensively in Southeast Asia during the 
span of his career. THE NATION (THAILAND)/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK

VN airlines aid passengers with ticket returns
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Property

M’kiri land division segment gains traction
Hin Pisei

T
He land division mar-
ket in Mondulkiri pro-
vincial capital Sen Mo-
norom town has begun 

to sprout in earnest following in 
the footsteps of Phnom Penh 
and a handful of provinces.

This, according to industry 
insiders, comes amid the gov-
ernment push to transform 
the somnolent town into the 
Kingdom’s fourth economic 
pole – after Phnom Penh, Siem 
reap town and Sihanoukville 
– in the northeast corridor.

Land division refers to the 
process in which develop-
ers create new allotments by 
splitting land into smaller 
parcels with separate lot ti-
tles. This is done to boost the 
value of their land holding by 
leveraging the development 
potential of their property.

Sear Chailin, CeO of Chailin 
Sear realty Co Ltd (CL realty), 
a company that plans to sell 
such lots in Mondulkiri, told 
The Post on february 3 that the 
market in Sen Monorom has 
been on a steady upswing since 
the outbreak of Covid-19.

He attributed the emer-
gence of the real estate sector 
and land division segment to a 
range of factors including new 
policy designed by the govern-
ment with its transformation 
goals for the provincial capital 

in mind and increased atten-
tion given by local authorities 
to land classifications.

Other reasons include the 
ongoing improvement of the 
natural environment, a growing 
number of people living and 
doing business in town, and an 
assortment of new investment 
projects in the tourism sector.

“all these elements only add 
to the allure of Mondulkiri’s 
real estate market and land di-
vision market,” Chailin said.

With its current develop-

ment momentum, he voiced 
optimism that land division 
in the province would only 
garner added traction, lead-
ing in turn to higher prices.

according to Chailin, land 
on the market in Sen Mo-
norom’s prime areas is now 
about $1,500 per square me-
tre, whereas plots of suburban 
land can go for less than $100.

Noun rithy, president and 
CeO of real estate invest-
ment agency Khmer founda-
tion appraisals Co Ltd, which 

sells divided parcels of land in 
Mondulkiri, said the stunning 
scenery and beautiful nature 
offered by the province on 
top of the government devel-
opment plans had brought in 
a slew of new projects.

He echoed Chailin’s remark 
that the market for divided 
parcels is on a steady growth 
curve. “While the demand for 
plots of land at the moment 
may be high, the sheer amount 
of mountains and plateaus 
makes it cumbersome for us to 

find large enough plots to sub-
divide and put up for sale.”

With scads of infrastruc-
ture development projects 
in the province, Mondulkiri 
real estate will see substan-
tial growth in the near future, 
according to rithy. “They’re 
looking at a series of devel-
opment projects setting up 
there now, such as hotels, res-
taurants, bungalows, leisure 
centres and housing.”

Mondulkiri Provincial 
administration spokes-

man Neang Vannak said the 
Northeast regional Develop-
ment Plan and the airport 
project in O’raing district are 
rebranding the province’s im-
age in every way imaginable.

“The land division move-
ment is gradually forging 
ahead in Sen Monorom town, 
and prices in the heart of town 
are also rising, especially now 
with the better infrastructure.

“The increase in the number 
of development projects, cou-
pled with airport construction 
plans will further boost the 
market for plots in Mondulkiri 
province,” he said.

On December 31, the gov-
ernment decided in principle 
to grant approval for China’s 
Powerchina International 
Group Ltd to study and de-
velop a proposal to build a 
regional-level airport in Mon-
dulkiri province.

This was revealed in a letter 
issued by the Council of Min-
isters and addressed to the 
ministers of economy and 
finance; and Land Manage-
ment, urban Planning and 
Construction, the State Secre-
tariat of Civil aviation (SSCa) 
and Mondulkiri provincial 
governor.

The letter said the company 
would have to cover the cost 
of the project’s feasibility 
study which is to be conduct-
ed by SSCa.

Land on the market in Sen Monorom’s prime areas is now about $1,500 per sqm, whereas plots of suburban land can go for less than $100. SUPPLIED

HCMC construction materials market 
expected to benefit from huge demand
HO CHI Minh City (HCMC) is 
removing legal bottlenecks to 
the housing market and the 
Covid-19 pandemic is under 
control, factors that will revive 
the Vietnamese city’s con-
struction materials market 
whose annual peak season 
begins in the first quarter.

HCMC real estate associa-
tion chairman Le Hoang Chau 
said it would recover from the 
first quarter since Vietnam had 
done an excellent job of con-
taining the pandemic, instill-
ing confidence in businesses.

rising domestic consump-
tion and the eu-Vietnam 
free Trade agreement (eVf-
Ta) would drive the retail in-
dustry, and foreign retailers – 
especially those from the eu 
– were expected to enter the 
country, increasing demand 
for office space, he said.

Vo Thi Khanh Trang, head of 
market research at Savills Viet-
nam, said high-end condos in 
the city remained in demand 
despite the pandemic and there 
were no signs of a fall in prices.

according to Vietnam real 
estate brokers, some 20 hous-
ing projects will be launched 
in HCMC in the first half of 
this year in all segments with 
30,000 units.

Pham Van bac, director of 
the Ministry of Construction’s 
department of building mate-
rials, said the rise and fall of 
the construction market was 
closely linked with the prop-
erty market.

It would also benefit from 
the public investment proj-
ects to be implemented this 
year, he said.

repairs to infrastructure 
damaged by the floods and 
landslides in the central re-
gion would also require large 
volumes of construction ma-
terials, and all these factors 
would cause the construc-
tion materials market to rise 
sharply this year, he said.

The industry needed to pri-
oritise producing new ma-
terials, scale and advanced 
technologies as well as proj-
ects that use waste from other 

sectors, he said.
VNDirect Securities Com-

pany said the building mate-
rials industry would benefit 
greatly from the increasing 
investment in construction 
this year, including in major 
infrastructure projects like 
the North-South expressway.

It estimated that the build-
ing materials market would 
be worth 23.7 trillion dong 
($1.03 billion) this year.

Vietnam could also benefit 
from China’s plans to invest in 
infrastructure this year, which 
would increase its demand for 
steel and cement, it said, esti-

mating the trend would con-
tinue until mid-year at least.

The steel industry exported 
nearly $3.65 billion worth 
of products in the first nine 
months of last year, a year-on-
year increase of 16 per cent.

China was the largest buyer, 
accounting for 28.5 per cent 
of the exports, followed by 
Cambodia and Thailand.

However, imports provided 
the industry with fierce com-
petition and it also had to 
deal with trade remedy inves-
tigations in export markets, 
experts said. VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

Ho Chi Minh City’s (HCMC) construction materials market is expected to recover this year with the property 
market’s bottlenecks removed and large public construction works expected. VIET NAM NEWS



thursday, February 4, 2021  www.phnompenhpost.com  



World

10 THE PHNOM PENH POST  february  4, 2021  WWW.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

economic growth has 
‘devastating cost to 
nature’, review finds
H

umanity’s un-
bridled growth in 
recent decades has 
come at a “devastat-

ing cost to nature” according a 
wide-ranging international re-
view on the vital economic role 
played by our living planet.

the 600-page rundown of sci-
entific material commissioned 
by the british government high-
lighted the precarious state of 
global biodiversity and warned 
that nothing short of a sea 
change in how countries power 
economic growth could prevent 
catastrophic impacts for nature, 
and humanity.

the Dasgupta Review – a 
two-year collaboration of hun-
dreds of academics from 
around the world overseen by 
Partha Dasgupta, professor 
emeritus of economics at the 
university of Cambridge – said 
that all livelihoods depended 
on the health of the planet.

it showed that while global 
capital produced per person had 
doubled in the three decades 
since 1992, the stock of natural 
capital – that is, the quantifiable 

benefit an individual derives 
from services bestowed by nature 
– had plunged 40 per cent.

“While humanity has pros-
pered immensely in recent dec-
ades, the ways in which we have 
achieved such prosperity means 
that it has come at a devastating 
cost to nature,” the review said. 

it called for a fundamental 
redressing of humanity’s 
demands and nature’s supply, 
warning that biodiversity is 
intricately linked with human 
wellbeing and health. 

some species are going 
extinct up to 1,000 times faster 
than the historical average, 
“undermining nature’s pro-
ductivity, resilience and adapt-
ability”, the review said.

‘Totally dependent’
it warned that catastrophes 

related to nature loss – includ-
ing the Covid-19 pandemic 
which was driven by land-use 
changes and species exploita-
tion – could prove to be “the tip 
of the iceberg” if development 
continued at its current rate. 

“We are totally dependent 

upon the natural world,” 
renowned naturalist David 
attenborough wrote in a fore-
word to the review.

“it supplies us with every oxy-
gen-laden breath we take and 
every mouthful of food we eat.

“but we are currently damag-
ing it so profoundly that many 
of its natural systems are now 
on the verge of breakdown.”

the economic benefits of 
biodiversity had historically 
been missed from growth mod-
els, distorting the value of cap-
ital accumulation and leaving 
crucial conservation pro-
grammes chronically under-
funded, said the review.

With an estimated $4-6 tril-
lion in funding each year going 
to unsustainable economic 
activities such as fossil fuel use 
and damaging farming tech-
niques, governments “exacer-
bate the problem by paying 
people more to exploit nature 
than to protect it”, it added.

it called for a new way of 
defining economic wellbeing, 
one that takes nature’s serv-
ices into account, to replace 

the traditional gross domestic 
product (GDP) model.

but it warned that choosing 
a more sustainable growth tra-
jectory would require “trans-
formative change, under-
pinned by levels of ambition, 
coordination and political will 
akin to, or even greater than, 
those of the marshall Plan”.

Rethinking economics
such a sustainable future 

would include a total decar-
bonisation of the global energy 
system, the review concluded.

more than that, properly 

managing earth’s precious 
resources would involve people 
in richer nations changing con-
sumption and wasteful habits, 
and better access to finance and 
education for women.

“never before has it been so 
important to consider the eco-
nomics of nature and the role 
biodiversity plays in support-
ing a healthy economy,” said 
Guy Poppy, professor of ecol-
ogy at the university of south-
ampton, who was not involved 
in the review. 

“two of the major challeng-
es currently facing humankind 

– climate change and Covid – 
both illustrate the need to link 
economics with the environ-
ment and to rethink how we 
will become more prosperous 
and healthy in the future.”

the review pointed to two 
key summits in 2021 – the 
COP15 talks on biodiversity 
and the COP26 meeting on 
climate change – as opportu-
nities to start to undo the dam-
age humanity has inflicted on 
its only home.

“We and our descendents 
deserve nothing less,” it said. 
AFP

Violent clashes during turkey student rallies
turkisH police on february 2 arrested 
more than 170 people in istanbul and anka-
ra as a month of student protests against 
President recep tayyip erdogan witnessed 
some of their most violent clashes to date.

turkey has been hit by rallies across 
major campuses since last month after 
erdogan decided to name a party loyalist 
as the head of istanbul’s exclusive bogaz-
ici university at the start of the year.

some 104 people were arrested in the 
sprawling commercial hub of istanbul 
and another 69 in the capital ankara, 
police said in two statements.

Police fired tear gas and plastic bullets 
at protesters in istanbul and shielded 
themselves from missiles hurled from 
buildings.

Police also knocked several protesters to 
the ground, an afP photographer said.

afP reporters saw plainclothes police 
drag away dozens of students when they 
tried to march along a central street in the 
capital ankara on february 2.

the rally had been banned on corona-
virus grounds but several opposition law-
makers still turned up.

the sound of clanging pots and pans 
rang out across various parts of the 
sprawling city at sunset after organisers 
called on their supporters to make noise 
in a show of strength.

the standoff over the rector gained a new 
dimension when protesters hung a poster 
near his office depicting islam’s holiest site 
covered in LGbt imagery last week.

interior minister suleyman soylu tweet-
ed on January 30 that “four LGbt freaks” 
had been detained for “inciting hatred” 
with their poster.

twitter took the rare step of hiding that 
message under a warning that it violated 
the platform’s “rules about hateful con-
duct” – the same thing it did to tweets 

from former us President Donald trump 
before banning him last month.

soylu posted a new message on febru-
ary 2 asking why turkey should “tolerate 
LGbt deviants”.

twitter hid that message under another 
“hateful content” warning that requires an 
extra click to see what the minister said.

anti-riot police using shields fired tear gas 
to disperse a crowd of around 1,000 people 
in istanbul, including some carrying LGbt 
rainbow flags in support of past detainees.

the youth-driven demonstrations have 
echoes of 2013 protests that sprang up 
against plans to demolish an istanbul park 
before spreading nationally and present-
ing a direct challenge to erdogan’s rule.

students have relied heavily on twitter to 
get their message out.

most turkish television stations and 
newspapers are controlled by govern-
ment allies and the demonstrations have 
barely been mentioned by state media.

and the bond between turkish protest-
ers and twitter appears to be growing 
stronger by the day.

twitter has been one of the few platforms 
to resist a new turkish requirement for 
social media giants to appoint local repre-
sentatives who can quickly follow court 
orders to take down contentious posts.

turkey hit twitter with an advertising 
ban as punishment last month.

twitter’s continued resistance could 
make it effectively inaccessible inside 
turkey should officials follow through on 
threats to cut off its bandwidth by 90 per 
cent in may. AFP

The 600-page Dasgupta Review said with an estimated $4-6 trillion in funding each year going to unsustainable 
economic activities such as fossil fuel use and damaging farming techniques, governments ‘exacerbate the 
problem by paying people more to exploit nature than to protect it’. AFP

Turkish police detain activists supporting Bogazici University students protesting against the 
appointment by the Turkish government of a new rector in Ankara on Tuesday. AFP

uk Pm blames eu after safety 
fears prompt northern ireland 
to halt post-brexit trade checks
britain on february 2 con-
demned threats to port workers 
implementing controversial 
post-brexit trade checks in 
northern ireland, calling for 
clear heads to ease fears of an 
upsurge in sectarian tensions 
but pointing blame at the eu.

Checks were suspended at 
belfast and Larne ports late on 
february 1, and the european 
Commission said it had told its 
staff working at two border 
posts in the british province to 
stay away.

the development comes just 
over a month into new trading 
arrangements after brexit took 
full effect, and warnings it could 
stoke lingering community ten-
sions in northern ireland.

Prime minister boris John-
son said eu moves last week 
to restrict vaccine exports to 
the uk province, amid contro-
versy over jab deliveries but 
which were swiftly abandoned, 
had “undermined” its special 
post-brexit arrangements and 
“provoked concern”. 

“What is needed is urgent 
action from the eu to resolve 
outstanding problems with 
Protocol implementation,” he 
said on twitter, while reiterat-
ing that “northern ireland’s 
place in the uk will be pro-
tected and strengthened”.

the regulatory animal-based 
food checks were dropped on 

the orders of northern ireland’s 
Department of agriculture, 
environment and rural affairs.

at Larne Port, 12 staff were 
pulled from duties after “an 
upsurge in sinister and menac-
ing behaviour in recent weeks”, 
the mid and east antrim bor-
ough Council said.

Hardcore unionists have 
been blamed for graffiti criti-
cising the northern ireland 
Protocol and describing port 
staff as “targets”, it added.

attempts also seemed to 
have been made to collect 
information on employees, 
including vehicle registration 
plates, in acts of intimidation 
recalling the darkest days of 
“the troubles” in northern 
ireland, media reported.

but officers are said to have 
no evidence that intimidation 
efforts are being organised by 
the main loyalist paramili-
taries active in the province.

Police service of northern 
ireland (Psni) assistant Chief 
Constable mark mcewan told 
the bbC that “individuals or 
small groups of people” were 
responsible.

Lorries were still passing 
through the port at Larne, but 
police patrols have neverthe-
less been stepped up, while 
northern ireland’s leaders were 
due to talk to uk and eu min-
isters on february 3. AFP
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Vietnamese President nguyen 
Phu trong held phone talks with Lao 
Prime minister thongloun sisoulith 
on february 2.

trong, who is also Communist 
Party of Vietnam (CPV) General 
secretary, thanked the Lao People’s 
revolutionary Party (LPrP) Central 
Committee, ministries, agencies, the 
Lao front for national Construction 
and political organisations of Laos 
for sending letters of congratula-
tions to Vietnam on the success of 
the CPV’s 13th national Congress, 
which he stressed vividly reflects the 
Vietnam-Laos special solidarity.

informing thongloun – who is 
also LPrP General secretary – about 
the outstanding results of the Con-
gress, trong said the Congress was 
a success, marking an important 
milestone in the development of the 
CPV and country.

He also congratulated Laos on its 
achievements in recent times and ex-
pressed his belief that under the sound 
leadership of the LPrP led by thon-
gloun, the Lao people will continue 
reaping greater successes in national 
defence and construction, as well as 
successfully realising the resolution 
adopted at its 11th national Congress.

Vietnam strongly and fully supports 
the cause of national renewal, defence 
and construction in Laos, he said.

speaking highly of CPV chief trong’s 

contributions to Vietnam’s national 
construction and defence and Laos-
Vietnam ties, thongloun said that un-
der the leadership of the CPV, headed 
by trong, the Vietnamese people will 
gain great achievements in national 
construction and defence, building 
a strong and prosperous country by 
the mid-21st century.

On the occasion, the LPrP chief 
extended his best wishes to his CPV 

counterpart trong and the party’s 
Central Committee on the occasion 
of its 91st anniversary.

He expressed his profound thanks 
to the Vietnamese party, state and 
people for providing valuable sup-
port for their Lao counterparts.

the two leaders stressed that as 
2021 is the first of five years to carry 
out resolutions adopted at their party 
congresses, both countries should stay 

determined to overcome challenges 
and realise the agreements set by the 
two parties and countries’ leaders.

they said that under any circum-
stance, the two sides will do their best 
to foster and hand down Vietnam-Laos 
special solidarity to next generations.

the Vietnamese and Lao leaders 
invited each other to their countries 
at a convenient time. VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

Civil disobedience calls sprout in myanmar

Vietnamese, Lao party chiefs hold phone talks mandalay city 
mayor ‘under 
house arrest’

C
aLLs for a civil dis-
obedience campaign 
in myanmar were 
gathering pace on 

february 3 as the us formally 
declared the military’s takeover 
a coup and vowed further pen-
alties for the generals behind 
the putsch.

myanmar was plunged back 
into direct military rule when 
soldiers detained aung san suu 
Kyi and other civilian leaders in 
a series of dawn raids on febru-
ary 1, ending the country’s brief 
experiment with democracy.

suu Kyi, who has not been 
seen in public since the coup, 
won a huge landslide with her 
national League for Democ-
racy (nLD) last november but 
the military – whose favoured 
parties received a drubbing – 
declared the polls were fraudu-
lent.

With soldiers back on the 
streets of major cities, the take-
over has not been met by any 
major protests.

but signs of public anger and 
plans to resist have begun to 
surface, especially online.

the clatter of pots and pans 
– and the honking of car horns 
– rang out across the country’s 
biggest city yangon on febru-
ary 2 evening after calls for pro-
test went out on social media.

activists also launched a “Civ-
il Disobedience movement” 
facebook group to declare op-
position and share ideas. by 
february 3 morning, some 24 
hours after its launch, it had 
nearly 150,000 followers.

army chief min aung Hlaing 
appointed himself head of a 
new cabinet stacked with for-
mer and current generals, justi-
fying his coup on february 2 as 
the “inevitable” result of civil-
ian leaders’ failure to heed the 
army’s fraud warnings.

the military declared a one-
year state of emergency and 

said it would hold new elec-
tions once their allegations of 
voter irregularities were ad-
dressed and investigated.

the move stunned myanmar, 
a country left impoverished by 
decades of junta misrule before 

it began taking steps towards a 
more democratic and civilian-
led government 10 years ago.

Military’s deadly legacy
Doctors and nurses were 

among professionals making 

early declarations of their in-
tent to go on strike.

“We will only follow and obey 
the orders from our democrati-
cally elected government,” a 
statement from medics posted 
overnight on the Civil Disobe-

dience movement page said.
but protesting against myan-

mar’s military is fraught with 
risk.

During junta rule, dissent 
was quashed with thousands 
of activists – including suu Kyi 

– detained for years on end.
Censorship was pervasive 

and the military frequently de-
ployed lethal force during pe-
riods of political turmoil, most 
notably during huge protests in 
1988 and 2007. Afp

tHe mayor of myanmar’s mandalay 
city Dr ye Lwin has reportedly been 
released from military detention 
following the february 1 coup and 
placed in house arrest under the 
custody of security guards.

“He arrived back home in the af-
ternoon [of february 1]. He’s all right. 
We heard he has been brought home 
in the company of security guards,” 
said a source close to the mayor.

Dr ye Lwin confirmed that he had 
arrived back home.

Like him, other cabinet members 
of the mandalay region taken by the 
military have not been returned yet, 
and their situations remain unknown.

after a state of emergency was de-
clared on february 1, ministers of 
the regional government including 
Chief minister Dr Zaw myint maung 
and officials were taken by the mili-
tary in the early morning and de-
tained in mandalay Palace.

among those detained were the 
chairman, the secretary and other 
mandalay region members of for-
mer democracy icon aung san suu 
Kyi’s national League for Democracy 
(nLD) party and political activist and 
monk bawa alin yaung sayadaw u so-
bita. ELEVEN MEDIA (MYANMAR)/ANN

Armoured personnel carriers are seen on the streets of Mandalay on Wednesday as calls for a civil disobedience gather pace following a military coup which saw civilian leader Aung 
San Suu Kyi being detained. STR/Afp

Communist Party of Vietnam (CPV) secretary-general and state President Nguyen Phu Trong. VIETNAM NEWS AGENCY/VIET NAM NEWS
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I
T SeeMS like another age, but 
the start of 2020 had marked a 
decade of decline in the unem-
ployment rate of the world’s 

advanced economies. When the Cov-
id-19 pandemic struck, the unem-
ployment rate in member states of 
the Organisation for economic Coop-
eration and Development (OeCD) 
increased by an unprecedented 3.6 
percentage points between february 
and april, to 8.8 per cent – the high-
est rate in a decade. The OeCD 
unemployment rate has since fallen 
but is expected to remain above pre-
crisis levels throughout 2022.

In the meantime, the devastation to 
lives and livelihoods around the world 
caused by the pandemic continues, 
with the rollout and distribution of 
vaccines expected to take some time.

as the health crisis continues, its 
effects on employment risk becom-
ing long-lasting. In addition, acceler-
ated technological adoption risks 
creating a “double disruption” in 
labour markets, with many jobs 
unlikely to return. at the same time 
the overall projections for job crea-
tion in the next five years are still 
higher than those of job losses. New 
jobs are expected to emerge due to 
shifting demand patterns and the use 
of new technologies in sectors such 
as the green economy, care economy 
and the education sector, as well as 
new roles in Data and aI across all 
industries and sectors.

How, then, should government and 
business leaders begin to shape a 
new labour market in 2021 and 
beyond – and support workers to 
thrive in the jobs of tomorrow?

Building a bridge to the recovery 
phase: public sector support for 
income, skills and jobs

The immediate responseto the eco-
nomic challenges posed by the pan-
demic was unprecedented. Govern-
ments around the world pumped 
trillions of dollars into the global econ-
omy, providing the necessary short-
term support for businesses and work-
ers in sectors that could not operate at 
full capacity. The use of short-time 
work schemes peaked at almost one in 
five employees across countries in the 
OeCD for which data is available.

as the pandemic continues to 
unfold, governments must continue 
some of the urgent measures. They 
can make income-protection schemes 
more responsive to the changing situ-
ations of people, promote adequate 
occupational safety and health in all 

workplaces to ensure a safe return to 
work, and enhance social protection 
for those workers who are least cov-
ered such as ‘gig work’ and those in 
informal employment.

at the same time, they must lay the 
foundations for a more resilient and 
inclusive recovery, and governments 
must also turn their attention to pre-
paring workers and re-allocating tal-
ent to new, growth jobs and profes-
sions in the medium-term.

Government policies can support 
this agenda with retraining and job 
creation through subsidies, targeted 
tax cuts, and investment programs, 
while social protection provisions 
can be reshaped to ensure better cov-
erage of workers in non-standard 
forms of employment. Public and 
private employment services will also 
need to be expanded to support 
unprecedented numbers of jobseek-
ers in their reskilling and job transi-
tion from declining occupations to 
emerging or growing occupations.

Reskilling and upskilling: an urgent 
task for stakeholder capitalism

It is estimated that 50 per cent of 
currently employed workers will need 
reskilling by 2025 to meet the needs 
of a changing labour market. This will 
demand a significant expansion of 
mid-career reskilling and upskilling. 
for businesses there is a clear return 
on investment in doing so; two out of 

three employers expected to see a 
return within a year.

employers’ commitments to quali-
ty work, fair wage practices and mer-
it-based management practices can 
further incentivise and complement 
the learning agenda. Workers in 
OeCD countries whose jobs are at 
high risk of automation remain 30 
percentage points less likely to par-
ticipate in adult learning than their 
counterparts in low-risk jobs.

The crisis led to a fivefold increase 
in employer provision of online learn-
ing opportunities to their workers and 
a fourfold increase in the number of 
individuals seeking online learning on 
their own initiative. However, these 
efforts must be further accelerated 
and coordinated, both to support 
workers and to ensure adequate talent 
is available as businesses and econo-
mies bounce back. The reskilling rev-
olution platform brings together lead-
ers from governments, business and 
society together to collaborate on pro-
viding better education skills and jobs 
to one billion people by 2030.

Ensuring that no one is left behind 
in the labour markets of tomorrow

The crisis has not affected everyone 
equally. Women, youth, ethnic 
minorities and low-income workers 
are among those hit hardest. young 
people have faced disruption to 
planned assessment and university 

closures. In addition, as hiring has 
slowed, young people entering the 
labour market are facing a reduction 
in entry-level opportunities, intern-
ships and apprenticeships. Top-earn-
ing workers have been able to work 
from home, while low-earning work-
ers have less opportunity to do so.

There is no time to waste to put in 
place comprehensive policies to avoid 
creating a lost generation and greater 
disadvantages for those who were 
already impeded from full access to 
learning and earning. both public and 
private sector efforts must ensure that 
as we rebuild, the post-pandemic 
labour market embeds justice and 
fairness for all segments of society.

resilience, inclusion and sustaina-
bility must be at the heart of interna-
tional collaboration in 2021. To that 
extent, better aligning public and pri-
vate policies and actions is crucial. 
by joining forces to address these 
issues, the OeCD and the World eco-
nomic forum will help build a future 
of work that works for all. the nation 

(thailand)/asia news network  

What took a decade to achieve 
unravelled within a matter of months

A man works at a company manufacturing parts for the aeronautics industry, in Marmande, southwestern France, on January 25 where 
only a few employees keep working due to the difficulties of the aeronautics industry caused by the Covid-19 pandemic. afpp

Opinion
Angel Gurría and Klaus Schwab 

Angel Gurría is secretary-general of the 
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 
Development (OECD).

Klaus Schwab is founder and executive chair-
man of the World Economic Forum, and the 
Author of “Stakeholder Capitalism: A Global 
Economy that Works for Progress, People and 
Planet” (Wiley).
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black ballerina stands firm in berlin racism row
b

erlin State ballet’s 
first black dancer 
Chloe lopes Gomes 
said she has been 

made to feel different because 
of her skin colour since she first 
donned ballet shoes as a child.

but after she was again sub-
jected to what she described 
as “racism” at Germany’s larg-
est dance company, she has 
launched a fightback that 
has forced the State ballet to 
launch an internal investiga-
tion into her complaints.

in an interview with afP, 
lopes Gomes stood by her 
allegations against the berlin 
company, arguing that it was 
time for the classical ballet 
world to address the issue.

recalling instances where 
she was made to feel uncom-
fortable, lopes Gomes cited 
a rehearsal for a production 
of the 19th-century ballet La 
Bayadere, when the compa-
ny’s ballet mistress was hand-

ing around white veils for the 
dancers to wear.

When she got to lopes 
Gomes, she laughed, the 29-
year-old french dancer said.

“i can’t give you one. The 
veil is white and you’re black,” 
she was told.

another dancer from the 
company confirmed lopes 
Gomes’ account on condition 
of anonymity.

The ballet mistress “said it 
like it was a joke . . . i was com-
pletely shocked,” she said.

‘Harassment’
lopes Gomes, who studied 

at the renowned bolshoi bal-
let in Moscow, felt humiliated 
– but not surprised.

She had been subject to 
“harassment” at the hands of 
her boss ever since her arrival 
in berlin in 2018, she said.

“in our first rehearsal for 
Swan Lake, six of us were new 
but all of the corrections were 

directed at me,” she said.
The remarks continued for 

months. “She used to say to 
me: ‘When you’re not in line, 
you are the only person we 
see because you are black’” – 
comments also confirmed by 
the other dancer.

lopes Gomes carried on, 
because she is a “hard worker” 
who wanted to show “that i 
deserved my place”, said the 
dancer, born to a french moth-
er and a Cape Verdean father.

but the stress took its toll. 
She injured her foot, lead-
ing to eight months off and a 
course of anti-depressants.

after her return in febru-
ary last year, she was asked 
to wear white make-up for a 
production following the de-
parture of a director who had 
opposed the idea.

“lightening my skin felt like 
denying my identity,” said 
lopes Gomes, who has also 
performed with the Opera de 

nice in france and Switzer-
land’s ballet bejart.

When told of the allegations 
in the autumn, the company, 
which employs people of 30 
different nationalities, re-
sponded with shock.

acting director Christiane 
Theobald said: “We didn’t 
think we could be affected by 
everyday racism simply be-
cause of our diversity. in fact, 
we never thought about it. 
but we were wrong.”

asking a black artist to wear 
white make-up is an “abso-
lute no-go”, she admits.

in December, the berlin 
State ballet launched an in-
ternal investigation into dis-
crimination and racism.

“all employees can anony-
mously report any incidents 
of discrimination,” Theobald 
said.

The ballet mistress at the 
centre of the scandal has re-
fused to comment and the 

company does not wish to 
speculate on possible disci-
plinary proceedings against 
her for legal reasons.

lopes Gomes will leave the 
berlin State ballet in July as 
her contract was not renewed.

‘Tuck in your black ass’
in a world that is “very elit-

ist and exclusive”, she knows 
she has taken a risk by speak-
ing out.

but she has the support of 
others in the dance world, 
including her brother isaac 
lopes Gomes, a dancer at the 
Opera de Paris, and his col-
leagues.

“i don’t know anyone who 
hasn’t had racist comments 
like ‘you have to straighten 
your hair because you have a 
lion’s mane, you have to tuck 
in your black ass, you jump 
like Kirikou [the african child 
star of an animated film]’,” 
lopes Gomes said.

Since she began dancing as 
a child, she has been made to 
feel like an outsider.

“They never had the right 
make-up for my skin tone, i 
had to bring my own. and i 
was the only one who had to 
adapt my hairstyles” because 
the hairdressers didn’t know 
how to style frizzy hair, she 
said.

She was always “so desper-
ate” to fit in that she just went 
along with it. “but these are 
details that make you feel ex-
cluded.”

it’s an uphill battle, given 
that classical ballet is gov-
erned by strict rules dating 
back to the 19th century that 
are designed to create an im-
pression of homogeneity.

but it’s time for that to 
change, lopes Gomes said. 
“i’m tired of hearing that you 
can’t hire black people because 
they don’t have the bodies for 
ballet. it’s just an excuse.” afp

Out-of-this-world wine back in bordeaux after space trip
TWelVe bottles of bordeaux wine 
and dozens of vine shoots are back at 
home in southwest france after 
spending months on the interna-
tional Space Station (iSS) for an unu-
sual astrochemistry experiment.

The red wine and 320 mature 
shoots known as canes arrived on 
february 1 after their return to earth 
via a Dragon capsule operated by 
SpaceX, the private launching com-
pany created by elon Musk.

They will be analysed at the insti-
tute of Vine and Wine Science in bor-
deaux to see how the stresses pro-
duced by zero gravity affect both 
grape growth and the finished prod-
uct, which could spur new agricul-
tural research.

“The WiSe Mission is the first private 
applied research programme aimed at 
using spatial conditions to tackle 

agricultural challenges of tomorrow, 
on a warmer planet and with less 
water,” said nicolas Gaume.

Gaume and his partner emmanuel 
etcheparre founded their Space Car-
go unlimited group for carrying out 
a range of research projects in zero 
gravity.

The bottles were on the station for 
438 days, and will be compared with 
12 similar bordeaux bottles stored in 
similar conditions on earth, while the 
vine plants – half Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon and half Merlot – were stored 
312 days.

a private expert tasting of the wine 
is planned for later this month.

“The only thing that changes com-
pared with earth is the near-total 
absence of gravity, which produces 
immense stress for life on the iSS,” 
Gaume said.

Plants that can be made resilient to 
such stress might also be able to bet-
ter cope with environmental chang-
es produced by climate change.

“The things we learn about wine we 
also plan to develop for other agri-
cultural uses,” he said.

The cost of the project, carried out 
with the university of erlangen in 
Germany and france’s CneS space 
agency, was not disclosed.

it was not the first time wine has 
been sent into orbit – in 1985, Jean-
Michel Caze, owner of the storied 
Chateau lynch-bages, gave french 
astronaut Patrick baudry a small bot-
tle of its 1975 vintage for a Space 
Shuttle launch in Houston.

but no one got to sample the wine 
in weightlessness – it stills sits 
unopened on a dining-room shelf in 
Caze’s home. afp

French ballet dancer Chloe Lopes Gomes poses for a picture outside the Deutsche Oper in Berlin on January 7. afp

French ballet dancer Chloe Lopes Gomes poses for a picture which was 
posted on her Instagram on September 20, 2018. INSTaGRaM/afp

Wine bottles from the Bordeaux region are pictured on March 2, 2020 in New York 
City. Twelve bottles of Bordeaux wine are back at home after spending months on the 
International Space Station. afp
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Enjoy a hot tub?
  6 More than angry
 11 Part of a semi
 14 Lateral to the keel
 15 Acid type
 16 Musketeer motto word
 17 They work with your dough
 19 Slugger Gehrig
 20 Much baby talk
 21 Irene in a Sherlock Holmes tale
 23 Leaves no doubt about
 27 Spawn, as offspring
 29 They may be pulled up
 30 To an extent
 33 Makes even
 34 Legendary Bette
 35 Bird of the Outback
 36 Diana with the voice
 37 It may precede “four”
 38 Small brown singe
 39 Abbr. on a rap sheet
 40 Tasty
 41 Weeper of myth
 42 Envoy’s assignment
 44 Single in a wallet

 45 Main or blessed thing
 46 Chow
 47 Food processor setting
 49 Underling
 50 She married a rock star
 51 Slatted furniture item
 58 Final amt.
 59 Tomato plant swelling
 60 Osprey’s abode
 61 Costa del ___
 62 Befitting a queen
 63 Hat or race
DOWN
  1 You might stand a round here
  2 Human blood classification 

system
  3 ___ Aviv
  4 Holbrook of Hollywood
  5 Defectors
  6 Nigerian metropolis
  7 Rascally tots
  8 Dinner hour for Caesar?
  9 Business with staying power?
 10 Amounts to take
 11 Do a homeroom chore
 12 Burn-soothing plant
 13 Hazy vision

 18 Contrary-minded answers
 22 Early moisture
 23 From the stars
 24 Swimmer’s choice
 25 Pastry sold at pizzerias
 26 Hilo instruments
 27 Ox, sheep or goat
 28 Give off or send forth
 30 Fabric for a bride
 31 Single-celled critters (Var.)
 32 Specialists with forks
 34 Bus stop
 37 Prerequisite for gain?
 38 NBA great Chamberlain 
40 Three-card monte shill
 41 Reporter’s item
 43 Ventnor or Vermont, e.g. 
44 Queen who founded Carthage
 46 Like some statistics or organs
 47 Fishing traps
 48 Golden Rule word
 49 Mrs. Alfred Hitchcock
 52 Tribute with stanzas
 53 Tripod part
 54 Just-passing grade
 55 Make a misplay
 56 Bro, to Sis
 57 Good thing to sing in

“BOWL ELIGIBLE” 

Wednesday’s solution

Wednesday’s solution

What a dummy: K-pop star 
apologises for cosying up 
to Nazi soldier mannequin

T
he managers of K-pop girl band 
GFriend issued an apology after 
leader Sowon was pictured hugging 
a mannequin dressed in a Nazi-era 

German army uniform.
Images taken during a video shoot at a eu-

ropean-themed cafe in Paju, north of Seoul, 
showed the 25-year-old embracing the dum-
my, her eyes closed and with a dreamy smile.

The photos triggered outrage online after she 
posted them over the weekend.

“It’s not difficult to avoid situations like 
this,” said one Twitter poster. “Some issues are 
too broad to be ignorant [of].”

Sowon deleted the photos “right after she 
learnt of the implications” of her action and 
felt “heavy responsibility”, her agency Source 
Music said.

The managers added they had “failed to 
recognise the issue with the mannequin’s uni-
form”.

“We apologise that we didn’t pay enough at-
tention to historical facts and social issues,” 
they said in a statement on February 1.

“We bow our heads in apology for anyone 
offended by our contents.”

Six-member GFriend made their debut in 
2015 and have enjoyed several years’ success 
in the cut-throat K-pop industry, releasing 
three studio albums.

The owner of the cafe where the photos were 
taken, a military history buff who declined to 
be identified by name, said the uniform was 

that of “a second lieutenant in a German army 
tank unit during World War II”.

The display was not “intended to glorify Na-
tional Socialism”, he added, but was part of his 
research for a book on the history of military 
uniforms.

“I also have mannequins dressed in uni-
forms for the Allied Forces in World War II on 
show, including the US and UK,” he said.

Awareness of europe’s World War II atroci-
ties can be limited in Asia, where Nazi iconog-
raphy is sometimes displayed in ignorance of 
what it symbolises.

This is not the first time a K-pop group has 
garnered criticism over the use of Nazi-era 
items.

Source Music is a subsidiary of Big hit enter-
tainment, the management agency of global 
megastars BTS, who were embroiled in contro-
versy in 2018 as images circulated of a concert 
where the septet wore uniforms and waved 
flags that critics said recalled Nazi symbols.

Band leader RM was also pictured in a cap 
bearing an SS Death’s head logo in a 2014 
photoshoot.

The SS played a key role in the Nazi mass 
murder of six million Jews during the holo-
caust and a prominent Jewish human rights 
group accused the band of “mocking the past”.

At the time, Big hit issued an extensive, 
1,000-word statement in Korean, english and 
Japanese, repeatedly offering its “sincerest 
apologies”. AFP

A mannequin dressed in a Nazi-era German army uniform is displayed at a European-themed cafe in Paju, 
north of Seoul, on Tuesday, after K-pop star Sowon apologised for posting pictures of herself hugging the 
dummy. AFP
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South Korean girl group GFriend pose on the red carpet at the 28th Seoul Music Awards in Seoul in 2019. AFP
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In the midst of a global pandemic 
and with the fate of the tokyo Olym-
pics still very much in the balance, 
tony estanguet, in charge of orga-
nising the 2024 Paris Games, has 
plenty to occupy his thoughts. 

On february 3, however, he was 
set to be tossed into a new furnace 
as he faces a group of gardeners 
from the northern Paris district of 
aubervilliers who are furious at the 
prospect of losing their allotments 
to a new aquatic training centre that 
will be used for the Olympics and by 
the local community. 

“Pumpkins, not concrete”, they chant 
regularly as they hope to persuade es-
tanguet and his committee to spare 
their simple patch of shrubbery. 

It is an awkward rapid to negoti-
ate for estanguet, the former gold 
medal-winning canoeist.

Paris 2024 has made a huge deal 
over being the “first ever carbon neu-
tral Games” which, according to the 
statement of intent on its website 
“will blaze a new trail as they will be 
both spectacular and sustainable”.

Paris 2024 has made a big noise 
about the environment and yet here 
is a group of gardeners being forced 
from their plots. 

and these are no ordinary plots. 
aubervilliers, to the north-west of 
Paris bordering the district of Saint-
Denis which is home to the Stade 
de france, is on a plain that histori-
cally produced the best vegetables 
around the capital. 

It is fertile soil.
the plots on this green enclave 

of 2.25ha with their sheds, roosters 

and fruit trees are in sharp contrast 
to the neigbouring high-rise towers 
and the adjoining car park. 

In three months a large portion of 
this remnant of a rural past is slated 
to disappear under a blanket of con-
crete as the aquatic training centre 
takes shape.

according to the plans, the gar-
dens will be cut by 1ha – 10,000sqm 
– in two phases.

Leisure facilities will spring up 
across 4,000sqm of allotment, which 
will be used as training facilities for 
the Olympics, including a “mineral 
and vegetable solarium”. the gar-
deners are not impressed.

“a mineral solarium? basically it’s 

a terrace for sunbathing”, says Vivi-
ane Griveau-Genest, who prefers “to 
have her hands in the earth”.

Like this 30-something, some gar-
deners and conservationists have 
no intention of abandoning their 18 
plots at the end of april, hence the 
meeting with estanguet. 

“We don’t need it, we already have 
the pandemic, I would say that we 
have an additional virus called ‘con-
crete’. It is winning everywhere,” 
says Gerard Muller, vice-president 
of the local Jardins Ouvriers (Garden 
Workers) association. 

In phase two, another 6,000sqm 
will be removed after 2024 for a sta-
tion for the Grand Paris express, the 

future public transport network in 
the Paris region.

these operations are all part of 
the planned development of the old 
fort, dating from the 1840s, which 
adjoins the gardens. 

“Within this project we are looking 
at the preservation of this heritage 
including 7ha of gardens,” says Ca-
mille Vienne-thery, project director 
at Grand Paris amenagement, own-
er of the land.

“It is a long-standing commitment.” 
the dislodged gardeners will first 

be relocated to new plots in these 
neighbouring gardens and then to 
another site. 

“a football field which is out of use 
on which it is proposed to reconsti-
tute the gardens,” says Vienne-thery.

If the idea works for the planners 
at the town hall it is less popular 
with the gardeners who have, in 
some cases, spent many years nur-
turing their existing plots.

“the soil,” says Viviane Griveau-
Genest. “I am not going to be able 
to take it with me to a new plot. and 
I can’t put all the earthworms into 
my pockets. I do not have an earth-
worm-moving truck.”

‘Aberration’
the emotional arguments, how-

ever, are likely to fall on deaf ears.
“too late,” says Karine franclet, 

the uDI centre-right mayor of au-
bervilliers who believes stopping 
the project would cost “€4.7 million” 
($5.65 million) in penalties while 
modifying would cause unwelcome 
delays. 

“We are already very tight on the 
schedule,” she says. 

Olympic organisers have also said 
that if the work is done “we will be 
delighted to use it”, but added they 
would only be “one of the users” of 
this public amenity.

franclet says it is an “essential” 
development which will allow au-
bervilliers to be “part of the Olym-
pic adventure”.

It will also take on an educational 
role in a department where one 
child by the age of 11 or 12.

In September, the swimming 
events proper were removed from 
the neighbouring socially-deprived 
area of Saint-Denis and relocated to 
the financial district of La Defense.

to build the aquatic centre, which 
is slated to cost €33.6 million, the 
town, which is the contracting au-
thority, will benefit from certain 
subsidies, including around €10 
million from Solideo, the company 
charged with delivering the Olympic 
structures. 

Several defenders of the gardens 
formulated an appeal to save them 
on December 16. 

“We must arrive at a position of 
compromise . . . but not waste time,” 
says Mathieu hanotin, who heads 
an inter-community committee.

for the gardeners who were set to 
face estanguet on february 3, time 
is the one thing they do not have. 

“It is an aberration which is against the 
grain of history because we need trees, 
we need nature,” says Gerard Muller.

“Listen, we can hear the birds, it’s 
beautiful.” AFP

Covid-19 tests, 
limited crowds: 
Club World Cup 
kicks off in Qatar

Paris residents lose the plot over Olympic plans

b
ayern Munich are the 
overwhelming favourites to 
cap a remarkable last year 
as they head to Qatar for 

the delayed fIfa Club World Cup, 
taking place later than scheduled 
because of the impact of the Covid-
19 pandemic which overshadows 
the tournament.

bayern qualified after their tri-
umph in last season’s uefa Cham-
pions League, the crowning mo-
ment of a 2020 which also saw hansi 
flick’s team win the bundesliga, 
German Cup, uefa Super Cup and 
German Super Cup.

now they are hoping to become 
the eighth consecutive european 
winner of the Club World Cup, a run 
that started when bayern themselves 
lifted the trophy in Morocco in 2013.

If they do so they can – albeit with 
the caveat that this competition is 
being played in a different calendar 
year – match the achievement of 
Pep Guardiola’s barcelona, who won 
six trophies in 2009.

“that would probably be the icing 
on the cake, but it’s obviously going 
to be a challenge,” said flick.

“It’s always the case at bayern Mu-
nich that you want to have the most 
successful season possible and after 
the treble, you’re obviously looking 
at the fIfa Club World Cup.”

bayern have named all the big 
guns, from Manuel neuer to thomas 
Mueller and robert Lewandowski, in 
their squad ahead of their entrance in 
the semi-final on february 8 against 
either african champions al ahly or 
host nation representative al Duhail.

the expectation is that they will go 
through to the february 11 final and 
likely face Palmeiras, with the bra-
zilians fresh from winning the Copa 
Libertadores last weekend.

Palmeiras play their semi-final on 
february 7 against either tigres of 
Mexico, the COnCaCaf Champions 
League winner, or ulsan hyundai of 
South Korea, who are back in Qatar 
after winning the asian Champions 
League there in December.

tigres and ulsan hyundai kick the 
tournament off on february 4 when 
they meet at the ahmad bin ali sta-
dium in al rayyan, on the outskirts 
of Doha.

the mood in Doha is muted com-
pared to the last Club World Cup in 
December 2019, which saw thou-
sands of supporters of Liverpool and 
brazilian giants flamengo descend 
on the normally staid city.

this time, the tournament kicks off 
with Qatar seeing a spike in coronavi-
rus cases and hospital admissions, and 
local authorities have taken a swathe 
of measures including banning travel-

ling fans from outside the country.
new cases over the last week 

jumped by a third compared to the 
week before, according to official 
data, while hospital admissions due 
to Covid-19 are up 85 per cent in the 
past month, according to the coun-
try’s Ministry of Public health.

as of february 1, 249 people had 
died from the virus while the over-
all case load has topped 151,000 in a 
country with a population of under 
three million.

however abdulwahab al-Musleh, 
sports affairs adviser to Qatar’s health 
ministry, claimed ahead of the tour-
nament that fans faced a negligible 
risk of contracting the virus because of 

the requirement for them to present a 
negative test ahead of each match.

that comes after the experience 
of the domestic emir of Qatar Cup 
final in December, where all 20,000 
fans who attended the half-capacity 
match were required to present a 
negative test.

and so while sporting events 
across much of the world are cur-
rently going ahead behind closed 
doors, a limited number of spec-
tators will be allowed inside Club 
World Cup games.

Spectator numbers are capped at 30 
per cent of capacity at each of the two 
40,000-seat venues. Social distancing, 
mask wearing and use of Qatar’s con-

tact tracing app will be mandatory.
Meanwhile, following a cluster of 

cases in the Saudi al-hilal team dur-
ing the afC Champions League late 
last year, Musleh said “several mea-
sures to prevent that recurring” had 
been taken.

the pandemic has already directly 
impacted the tournament though as 
Oceania champions auckland City 
withdrew due to quarantine mea-
sures required by the new Zealand 
authorities.

Despite the spectre of coronavi-
rus, the tournament remains a use-
ful test event for fIfa and organisers 
ahead of the fast-approaching 2022 
World Cup in the country. AFP

President of the Paris Organising Committee of the 2024 Olympic and Paralympic 
Games, Tony Estanguet speaks to the press upon his arrival for the meeting of the 
Organising Committee Board of the Paris-2024 Olympic Games, at their headquarters 
in Paris on December 12, 2019. AFP

Bayern Munich’s French defender Bouna Sarr (centre) and Lokomotiv Moscow’s Russian midfielder Dmitri Rybchinskiy vie for 
the ball during the UEFA Champions League Group A football match FC Bayern Munich v Lokomotiv Moscow in Munich, southern 
Germany on December 9. AFP
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Man utd blank 
Southampton 
with record-tying 
nine-goal attack

M
ancheSter united 
equalled the biggest 
win in Premier League 
history as they crushed 

nine-man Southampton 9-0, while 
arsenal had two players sent off in 
their defeat at Wolves on tuesday.

rampant united scored four times 
in the first half after Southampton’s 
teenage midfielder alexandre Janke-
witz was dismissed in the second 
minute at Old trafford.

Ole Gunnar Solskjaer’s side hit five 
more after the break, tying them with 
Leicester’s 9-0 win at Southampton 
in 2019 and united’s own 9-0 victory 
against Ipswich in 1995. 

aaron Wan-bissaka’s goal opened 
the floodgates and Marcus rashford 
bagged united’s second.

Jan bednarek’s own goal made it 
three for the hosts before edinson 
cavani added the fourth.

the goals kept coming as anthony 
Martial and Scott Mctominay netted 
before bruno fernandes’ penalty af-
ter bednarek was sent off.

Martial and Daniel James scored 
in stoppage-time to complete an in-
credible display by united.

“We’ve been waiting for them to 
show the magic and it was a night 
for them to go and enjoy it. We’ve 
not had many times where we could 
just enjoy the second half,” Solskjaer 
said.

“you get lots of confidence from a 
performance like this, scoring goals 
is always good for a team.”

Southampton manager ralph ha-
senhuttl added: “It was a stupid foul 
from the young lad (Jankewitz) and 
kills everything. What can I say? It’s 
horrible.”

after the frustration of their shock 
defeat against Sheffield united and 
dour draw at arsenal, the demoli-
tion job was a much-needed boost to 
their title bid.

united’s first victory in three 
league games means they are be-
hind leaders Manchester city only 
on goal difference.

Pep Guardiola’s team have two 
games in hand, including one at 
burnley on Wednesday.

Jankewitz, making his first Pre-
mier League start, saw red after just 
82 seconds for an ugly challenge 
that left stud marks on Mctominay’s 
thigh.

united took advantage of their nu-
merical superiority in the 18th min-
ute when Luke Shaw swung a cross 
to far post and Wan-bissaka bundled 
his shot past alex Mccarthy from 
close range.

rashford doubled united’s lead 
seven minutes later with a composed 
finish from Mason Greenwood’s 
cross.

It was only rashford’s second goal 

in his last 10 appearances in all com-
petitions.

rashford, subjected to vile abuse 
on social media recently, claimed the 
assist for united’s third in the 34th 
minute when his cross was turned 
into his own net by bednarek.

cavani scored united fourth with a 
thumping header from Shaw’s cross 
in the 39th minute.

Martial ended his eight-game goal 
drought when he lashed home from 
close range in the 69th minute. 

Mctominay rifled home from 25 
yards two minutes later and fer-
nandes struck from the spot in the 
87th minute after bednarek fouled 
Martial.

there was still time for Martial to 
score again before James capped the 
rout.

Arsenal woe
a seven-game unbeaten league run 

had propelled arsenal back into con-
tention for a return to the champions 
League next season and they could 
have moved to within five points of 
the top four after nicolas Pepe’s strike 
opened the scoring at Molineux.

but David Luiz’s third red card in 
two seasons as an arsenal player for 
clipping Willian Jose on the stroke of 
half-time turned the game around.

ruben neves converted the resulting 
penalty before Joao Moutinho’s stun-
ning long-range strike early in the sec-
ond half put goal-shy Wolves in front.

Goalkeeper bernd Leno then 
rounded off a miserable night for the 
visitors when he was also dismissed 
for handling outside his box.

a much-needed victory for Wolves 

ended an eight-game winless run 
and takes them 12 points clear of the 
relegation zone.

nuno espirito Santo’s men also 
completed a first league double over 
arsenal in 42 years.

arsenal remain in 10th, eight points 
adrift of fourth-placed Leicester, hav-
ing played a game more.

“the team was really on top of the 
game, we should have been three or 
four-nil up and after the red card the 
game changed completely,” said ar-
senal manager Mikel arteta.

“I’ve seen it 10 times in different 
angles and I cannot tell you where 
the contact is.”

West brom lost 2-1 at bottom-of-
the-table Sheffield united, while 
crystal Palace won 2-1 at struggling 
newcastle.

Premier League spending slumps in January transfers
PreMIer League spending 
slumped by more than two-thirds 
to a nine-year low of just £70 mil-
lion ($96 million) in the January 
transfer window as the coronavirus 
crisis hit budgets.

the outlay was dramatically down 
on last year’s £230 million expendi-
ture, which came just weeks before 
the covid-19 pandemic shut down 
football across europe.

and it is in sharp contrast to a 

bumper summer transfer window, 
when english top-flight clubs spent 
freely, meaning total net expenditure 
for the 2020/21 season reached a new 
record level of £950 million.

Just £7 million was spent on dead-
line day as the Premier League comes 
to terms with the financial impact of 
the virus and new brexit rules that 
make it tougher to recruit young play-
ers from europe.

the figures, from financial experts 

Deloitte, showed there were a total of 
24 Premier League transfers in the 
winter window – 48 percent fewer 
than the average for the previous three 
January transfer windows.

Just three £10-million-plus signings 
– West ham turning Said benrahma’s 
loan from brentford into a permanent 
deal, amad Diallo’s move to Manches-
ter united and aston Villa’s capture of 
Morgan Sanson, accounted for more 
than 75 percent of Premier League 
expenditure.

Liverpool, Manchester united and 
arsenal were the only “big six” Premier 
League clubs to bring in new players, 
even though the race has been one of 
the most open in years.

arsenal terminated the contracts of 
high earners Mesut Ozil, Sokratis Pap-
astathopoulos and Shkodran Mustafi 
early to cut wage costs.

champions Liverpool borrowed 
much-needed defensive cover in the 
form of Schalke’s Ozan Kabak, along 
with a low-cost permanent deal for 
Preston’s ben Davies.

“I think it’s probably clear that in a 
normal transfer window, without any 
issues, we would not look at Preston if 
there’s a player for us or something like 
that,” said Liverpool boss Jurgen Klopp 
on the surprise move for Davies.

Virus impact
Dan Jones, a partner at Deloitte’s 

Sports business Group, said the virus, 
which has emptied stadiums and hit 
broadcast revenues, has had a major 
impact on clubs’ plans.

a three-month stoppage and return 
behind closed doors cost Premier 
League clubs a reported £330 million 
in rebates to broadcasters for the 
2019-2020 season alone.

“Premier League clubs were under-
standably cautious in the January 
transfer window given the ongoing 
financial impact of the covid-19 pan-
demic,” said Jones.

“Despite this, Premier League clubs’ 
very busy summer window, at a time 
when the rest of european football was 
more restrained, saw total net expend-
iture for the 2020-2021 season reach a 
new record level of £950 million.

“It remains to be seen if the rela-
tively low activity in January will con-
tinue throughout 2021. We certainly 
do not expect to see another new 
record this summer.”

Jones said expenditure on players 
from non-english clubs fell to just £45 
million from an average of £165 mil-
lion in the previous two January trans-
fer windows.

“While new post-brexit rules on 
acquiring players from overseas may 

have contributed to this, the financial 
impact of the pandemic was, by far, a 
more important factor,” he said.

the impact of the pandemic is also 
being felt across the other major euro-
pean Leagues.

Gross expenditure in the January 
window plunged from a collective 660 
million euros to 195 million euros 
across the bundesliga, Ligue 1, La Liga 
and Serie a.

On top of the lack of matchday reve-
nue, french clubs have been by hit the 
collapse of their domestic tV deal.

Many Ligue 1 clubs also rely on 
exporting talent to the Premier League 
and will be severely affected if transfer 
spending from england’s top-flight 
dwindles. 

“coronavirus has been the main 
driver of the fall because transfer 
spending, unlike wages and other 
overheads, is a discretionary cost for 
clubs,” football finance expert Kieran 
Maguire told afP.

Despite the bleak outlook, Maguire 
believes the arms race for talent will 
return once crowds are back in sta-
diums.

“assuming that fans at some point 
return to watching games live, then 
club owners will be wanting to spend 
to achieve success or avoid the fallout 
from relegation,” he added.

Manchester United’s defender Aaron Wan-Bissaka (centre) shoots to score the opening goal in the English Premier League football 
match versus Southampton at Old Trafford in Manchester on Tuesday. AFP

Leverkusen’s midfielder Leon Bailey (left) and Schalke’s defender Ozan Kabak vie for 
the ball during the German first division Bundesliga match on December 6, 2020. AFP
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